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By TK Canyon,

y morning begins and I quietly creep out of the
bedroom careful not to disturb my wife who is still
wrapped in a lovely slumber. After years of being in the work
world, my brain has been trained to arise early in the morning.
Typically, I was out of bed by 3:45 a.m. After retirement, I
have worked my way to arising at 5:00 a.m. and thus my
morning routine began. I inched down the hall to boost the
thermostat. The house tingled with an early morning January
chill. What a happy sound it was to hear the furnace kick in.
Warm air began to softly diffuse into the house.
I clicked on the small, decorative, crystal, French lamp
sitting on the kitchen counter. It cast a soft glow into the
room, enough to manage early morning tasks. The first order
of business was to launch the coffee maker into action; I filled
it with fresh, cold water and grounds. With the quick press
of a button, the pleasant sound of bubbling coffee brewing
began. I will be the first to admit I am not a dyed-in-the-wool,
true coffee drinker. To please my palate, my coffee must be
doctored with a chemical cocktail that includes an ample
amount of cream and honey. It is my wife, Donna, who truly
enjoys a cup or two of real coffee in the morning. Not wanting
to be left out, I decided years ago to join in on the morning
coffee ritual.
Now I contentedly
grabbed the candle
lighter and stepped into
our sunroom where
we would spend some
of our winter morning
together. Donna loved
decorating the sunroom
for each changing
season. She had long
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since finished her enchanted room scape having filled it with
all the glorious colors of fall, but now those and the Christmas
decorations are tucked away opening the stage door to welcome
the new season. Hello winter. In the fashion of a Macy’s store
window decorator, Donna waved her magic wand touching
each corner of the room with sparkling snow, twinkling lights,
cuddly blankets and fairy-tale, glowing candles. I joyfully
lit the candles which were perfectly positioned around the
room. Once filled with candle glow, my soul burst with the
joy of winter splendor. Candles scented of winter pine spice,
apple pie and sugar cookies created an ambience to enjoy
our morning brew. How beautiful, I thought to myself. I then
selected one of our favorite instrumental CDs to complete
the morning mood. Donna and I still love our CD collection,
accumulated one-by-one during decades of marriage. The
Bose stereo began to sing a gentle song.
Basking in the morning glow of the sunroom with its
abundance of winter splendor and wafting music, my mind
was open to introspective reflection. This January morning
was cold and crisp. No doubt there would be a coating of
snow on the ground outside. Michigan is a four-season state,
and I fully embrace it. Donna and I both love the changing of
the seasons. Truly, you
could call us “northern
birds”.
I considered the
tenuous year we had
just lived through. How
anxious we were to
see the beginnings of
spring. By the end of
February, Michiganders
have had their fill of
See SEASONS Page 10
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"Let our New Year’s resolution be this: We will be there for one another as fellow members
of humanity, in the finest sense of the word."
									
– Göran Persson
It is that time of year again when many of us have been
• I resolve to try and be more tolerant. We all
thinking about what our New Year’s resolutions are going
know that at times no matter how polite, kind or
to be.
understanding we are trying to be, some people just
While contemplating the resolutions I want to make –
won’t reciprocate. That is when I need to realize that
some of which I have made in past years and been either
I am being the best person I can be, not dwell on the
successful with or unsuccessful – and those that are new
negative, and move on to more positive interactions.
for 2022, it dawned on me that most, if not all of them,
• I resolve to take better care of myself. Many times
can be combined into one resolution – to be a good person.
we make resolutions such as trying to lose weight,
Wait a minute…that statement implies that I am not yet
exercising more, trying to stop smoking, drinking
a good person and, although I do have flaws on which I
less alcohol, etc. Those all are truly making ourselves
need to work, I think that I am basically a good person.
better persons – and when we feel better, we are apt
So, I am changing my resolution to this: During 2022, I
to treat others around us better. That even includes
resolve to be a better person. I think that most everyone
taking some time off for “me time” – whether it be
could narrow down their list of this year’s resolutions to
a short period during a stressful day, a day off per
just this one. If we all did that, wouldn’t the whole world
week or a much-needed vacation – we get back to
be a better place to live?
our normal daily routine feeling refreshed and ready
Here are some of the things I personally plan to work
to positively tackle our day.
on, all of which, if accomplished, would make me a better
Your list of resolutions may be different than mine, but
person:
I will bet you could also group them into one: I resolve to
• I resolve to be a better listener. During those times
be a better person in 2022.
when I am super busy, frazzled and have too much
Here is to trying! We may fail some days, but as long
on my plate, it is sometimes hard to stop and listen to
as we keep making progress toward this goal, we will
a friend, a co-worker, an employee or even a stranger
become happier persons and the world will be a better
who is sharing with me a rough spot in their life that
place because of us.
– Diane Kodet
is keeping them from being a productive and happy
person. Perhaps five minutes of listening won’t make
the whole problem go away – but maybe, just maybe
it will help that person cope better because I have
taken the time to listen.
• I resolve to try to always be kind. It is too easy to
make fun of someone who is different than oneself,
but where does that really get us? We usually know
internally that we shouldn’t be doing that. Instead,
why not try a few kind words that may make a
difference in that person’s life.
"We do not need power to change the world; we carry all the power we need within
ourselves already: we have the power to imagine better."
									
– J. K. Rowling

January 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

Page 3

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP
Preferred Provider
for

Blue Cross
Blue Shield,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN
and others

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

MARKET MATTERS

When 2021 sales results are finalized, we expect our Michigan
service areas to report a year-over-year increase in residential housing
sales units, with prices up significantly, days on the market down, and
median sales prices up 10-15% over 2020.
Realtor.com predicts strong home sales growth and that buyers will have
a better chance in finding a home in 2022 in a still competitive market. Listing prices,
rents and mortgage rates are all expected to climb while incomes rise. However,
controlling the rate of inflation remains a wild card.
Dr. Lawrence Yun, the National Association of Realtors® (NAR) chief economist is
forecasting a promising and more normal and predictable residential real estate market
in 2022. He anticipates more inventory will be available in the coming months, in
part from new construction and the conclusion of the mortgage forbearance program
which may cause a number of homeowners to sell.
"With more housing inventory to hit the market, the intense multiple offers will
start to ease," Yun said. "Home prices will continue to rise but at a slower pace."
Mortgage rates are anticipated to rise in 2022, with most experts estimating a range
of 3.4% to 4% by year’s end. Conforming loan* limits in most parts of the country
will increase from $548,250 to $625,000 in 2022. Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) Single Family loan limits for 2022 will increase
in most areas from $356,362 to $420,680.
Editor’s note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties,
& the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara
at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com. | *A conforming loan is
a mortgage that meets the requirements to be purchased by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac.

What's New in '22

Smaller New Home – Pro Builder reports builders are designing new singlefamily product with a smaller square footage, as well as offering attached and
detached townhouses and fourplexes. This is in response to the strong market of
Millennial and first-time home buyers, increasing construction costs, inflation of
more than 6%, and increasing mortgage interest rates.
New Color Schemes – Among the 2022 Colors
of the Year are Behr’s “Breezeway” which is
described as a “sea glass green expressing peace
and tranquility for forward movement”; SherwinWilliams’ “Evergreen Fog” – “subtle, soothing,
and a perfect shade to freshen up any space”; and
Valspar’s “palette of colors” that “encompass warm
neutrals, dusty pastels, and soothing blues and greens,
ranging from light and subtle to dramatically dark”.
Trends – Common trends on this year’s annual trend lists include:

֎ Sustainability using eco-friendly, natural materials such as brick and stone
exteriors and low maintenance flooring interiors.
֎ High-Speed Internet and Broadband are essential as increased work-fromhome options continue.
֎ Healthy Homes achieved by using whole home air purifiers and antibacterial
flooring products such as Protect® ceramic tile and
antimicrobial vinyl plank flooring.
֎ Kitchens featuring two islands, one for meal prep and the
other for gathering and entertaining.
֎ Multi-functionality Spaces offering multiple uses, as well
as multi-functional furniture options
֎ Outdoor Space for cooking and entertainment continues
to have an increased demand.
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Clarity in Health
Here we are once again starting a brand new year! Seeing as how crazy
both 2020 and 2021 were, we thought it would be a good idea to once again
deem this new year as one of clarity! If one were to get an eye exam and be
told that they have 20/20 vison, they are considered to have perfect vision and
see with great clarity. These exams are important and conducted routinely
on an annual basis by most people, because let’s be frank, life would be
much different without the ability to see the world around us. But what about
hearing with great clarity? Isn’t the ability to hear the world around us clearly
just as important as seeing it?
Hearing exams aren’t prioritized as much as eye exams or overall annual
physicals, but they should be, considering that hearing loss is being linked
to more and more health conditions that affect the overall well-being of
an individual. Most people are unaware that when we hear, sound waves
travel from the outer ear, through the middle ear into the inner ear, where the
vibrations stimulate thousands of tiny hair cells. These tiny hair cells in our
inner ear send electrical signals to the auditory nerve, which is connected to
the center of the brain, where the electrical impulses are perceived by the
brain as sound. The brain translates the impulses into sounds that we know
and understand. What this means is that there is a direct link between the
ability or inability to hear and the brain.
By getting a regular hearing exam, you can stay abreast of not only your
hearing health, but your overall health. Untreated hearing loss has been
directly linked to cognitive decline, dementia, Alzheimer’s and an increased
risk of falling. One main goal when treating hearing loss is to keep the brain
active and engaged and by treating hearing loss in its early stages, you can
lessen your chances of developing further health problems down the line.
This and every year, let’s be clear where we stand in all matters of our health,
because if we don’t have our health, nothing else we have matters!

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearingimpaired community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their
mission to educate about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more
information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to
schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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the Importance of R E V E R E N C E
By David Gillis,

While pondering a subject for this
column, a process I go through each
month, my mind just was not working
the way I thought it should. I was
just days away from the established
deadline for article submission and
concerned that I would not be able to
accomplish the task.
What was creating a barrier to my
thought process was a new project I
am working on. As chaplain of the
local American Legion post, I recently
assumed the position of charter
organizational representative for the
Boy Scout Troop we sponsor. This is
not my first introduction to scouting,
but it is really different. You see, my
initial scouting experience came in
the mid-1950s and lasted about three
years. Things have changed and I am
diligently involved in attempting to
fill the chronological gap.
My memories of scout membership
extend back to 1955 when I became
a member of Troop 23 in Algonac. I
believe it is now Troop 223. Maurice
Carroll was the scoutmaster and an

ThumbPrint News Columnist

outstanding leader of the grouping of
young scouts. There’s much I have
forgotten, but some things that I recall
have remained a part of me over these
many years. Of importance was and
still is the Scout Law: A Scout is
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.
I am confident that for anyone who
was a scout or parent of a scout, these
characteristics are recalled.
What I especially remember about
these laws is the one in the twelfth
position – reverence. The Laws are
not arranged in a priority sequence,
so each has its own importance and
relates to the others. However, as one
scouting leader once explained to
me, reverence is the “key” to all the
others. I remembered that throughout
my life and applied it to most of what
I was involved in. He was not wrong
in his assessment of importance.
The leader I recall offering me
the guidance so many years ago
explained that when the word

reverence is mentioned to someone,
the normal understanding is that it
refers to religion. While it certainly
does that because it often inspires an
emotional response to the recognition
of God, or even some other spiritual
entity. The act of demonstrating
reverence often involves humility
and a demonstration of respectful
observance of something or someone
recognized as greater than self. It,
however, has other connotations as
well.
As I gained maturity, I became
more aware of what those other
connotations were. I learned that
reverence stands by itself and can be
experienced as an emotion outside
the parameters of religion. It can
relate to people, places and things.
It incorporates nature, art, music,
literature, wisdom and much more as
a stimulus. It sometimes encourages
active engagement and at other times
passive recognition. I certainly hope
I have not become too philosophical
in this brief essay, but I wanted to

express what it has meant to me and
what I will now use when discussing
reverence with the scouts I am now
associated with.
Can we all accept that to be
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave and clean requires a
certain level of respect for others and
for self? If that means a glorifying
respect for God, as it has for me, that
is a great application of the word. If
you maintain a high level of respectful
observance of others, that too is how
the emotion of reverence is felt.
My hope in each article I write is
that it may inspire others to evaluate
their own thinking in relationship
to the subject discussed. My hope
with this column is that others will
recognize that they have reverence,
which may be towards God, since
He is worthy of our love. However,
we may often forget we are humans
created in His image and that we
have an obligation to treat others with
reverence. How are you doing?
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spread
some

compassion

this
Year

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Each January, all kinds of chatter in people are losing sleep, feeling intense
every type of portal is about new starts, anxiety and most of all, not getting the
promises of big and little improvements. medical attention they need because
Some of these improvements are they are so afraid of needles. There is
important, critical even, and include much more to this phobia than plowing
losing weight to get off medication, through a 15-minute doctor appointment.
I have another young lady, Madison
stop the progression toward diabetes
or possibly earn a “get out of jail” card (not her real name), in my world that
from the knee replacement surgeon. has a rare, chronic condition. The rarity
Other promises aren’t as serious, but of condition necessitates her having
can help calm our lives by upping our checkups with a variety of doctors, all
organizational game, finally updating that of whom require lots of blood work. This
résumé or actually, truly, honestly hitting means that Madison’s heart races for
the gym and regularly hitting it hard. All days, sweats almost continuously with
those goals are good ones; but they also bouts of nausea, knowing she absolutely
might be missing a little something – must get the blood work done to check
something for another person, a stranger the status of the condition. What if her
even. Maybe adding a little compassion condition changed and she didn’t know
to our daily dialogue could really round it because she couldn’t face the needle?
The ramifications of not getting a
out our January chatter.
Lately, I’ve been thinking about medication change are looming. But did
empathy or the lack of it. The case in I show any understanding of Madison’s
point that I keep thinking about is actually genuine fears? You guessed it if you
getting some much needed light these guessed I didn’t offer much to Madison.
But, with the on-going discussions of
days, thanks to the perpetual discussions
about the decision to get vaccinated. the vaccination, I’m hearing from more
And, truth be told, I dismissed this and more people, who want to get the
particular condition, too. But now that I vaccination, that being afraid of facing
know more about Trypanophobia, the that needle is preventing them from
formal name for people who are petrified getting it. And while the decision to get
of needles, I understand how it can the vaccination is controversial, offering
support to someone experiencing an
significantly impact lives.
Joel (not his real name) is my friend’s angst we are not familiar with is not.
Just think how a person who has
12-year-old son. For years, Joel has
had panic attacks and sleepless nights, Trypanophobia would feel if someone
knowing that the annual visit to his offered them even just a few sentences
pediatrician will include a shot. It was not of compassion about how hard it is to
unusual to hear that it took the doctor, the struggle with that fear – how anxiety
nurse and my friend to hold Joel while he over a ten-second procedure can steal
gets the shot. By dinner that day, both multiple days and nights of sleep. And,
my friend and Joel were wiped out. It’s how we know that deep down they have
exhausting trying to help Joel stay calm the strength to face that scary, not so
the few days before the appointment and strange, but rarely talked about fear.
A few sympathetic sentences to
then, of course, my friend can’t breathe
during the appointment, worried her anyone who is scared, even if we have
son's fear of needles can’t be handled. no understanding of that fear, will go
But, did I give my friend the support a long way. It might even be a small
she deserved when telling our friends’ step toward helping them achieve their
group about the challenging day? Nope. January goal of dealing with their fears. I
know the next time Joel or Madison bring
(Heavy sigh.)
The truth is, Joel is so not alone. up their struggles with needles, I’m going
According to www.psychologytoday.com to drop whatever I’m doing and give them
and Wikipedia, approximately 10% of the my full attention; no more fake listening. I
population struggle with Trypanophobia. want them not to just feel heard, but feel
Further, Wikipedia sites that the understood. And isn’t that what everyone
percentage of children with this phobia wants in the new year?
has increased from 25% to 65% from You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.
1996 to 2012. This means that millions of

794-5678 if you're going batty!
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V OCABULARY V OYAGE
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“It is the food which you furnish to your mind that determines
the whole character of your life.”
~ Emmet Fox
GOOD LUCK foods from around the world for a Lucky New Year!
“Be less
curious
people and morecountries
curious about
ideas. -Noche
Madame
Marie
Spain
and
otherabout
Spanish-speaking
celebrate
Vieja
(OldCurie
Night)
on Dec. 31st indulging in las doce uvas de la suerte (the Twelve Grapes of Luck),
a tradition involving eating one round, green grape for each stroke of the clock
at midnight for good luck in each month of the new year.

In Bulgaria, a must have for the New Year’s Eve dinner is
banista (cheese and phyllo dough pie). The round shape
signifies that the old year is ending with a chance for a
fresh start. The New Year’s banista will most likely have
lucky charms, coins, dogwood twigs or small, handwritten
fortunes poked into the top of the pastry. The dogwood twigs
are put into the fire; if it pops,it signifies health and wealth.
In Norway and Denmark, it is tradition to eat Kransekage, a wreath
cake tower consisting of multiple rings of cake piled on top of one
another that is usually served right after midnight with champagne
on Dec. 31st.
Germans, Poles and Scandinavians prefer eating pickled
herring at the stroke of midnight on Dec. 31st to ensure a
year of bounty—the herring being an abundant fish with
silvery, coin-colored scales.

Vasilopita is the traditional Greek cake or bread served at midnight on New
Year’s Eve to celebrate the life of Saint Basil. After baking, a coin is inserted
through the base. When cut, the person who finds the coin is said to be
granted luck for the rest of the year.
South Korea celebrates the new year on Seollal (Korean
Lunar New Year), which is the first day of the Korean calendar
(sometime in late January to mid February) with Tteokguk
or dduk guk (rice cake soup). It is typically made with a beef
broth seasoned with soy sauce and filled with soft rice cakes.
The Nederlanders (Dutch) partake of Oliebollen (oil balls or Dutch donuts).
They are small dough balls stuffed with raisins, currants or cinnamon and
apples then fried in hot oil and sprinkled with powdered sugar, then served
at midnight on Dec. 31st with champagne.
Iranians and Persians enjoy Kuku sabzi, a type of frittata
made with eggs and fresh herbs. This frittata is served at
the Iranian New Year-Nowruz (new day), during the spring
equinox and is said to promise fertility and abundance.
In the United States, the top foods for good luck in the new year
are: black-eyed-peas, greens, cornbread (pennies, dollars and gold),
pork for progress, long noodles for long life, cabbage because it’s
green like money, fish because they swim only forward, lentils
because they resemble little coins and pomegranates, which
have long been associated with abundance and good luck.

Bon Appétit. We wish you a happy, healthy and lucky 2022!
A good vocabulary is a powerful tool, making communication simpler, so we will
continue our quest for unusual words and their meanings. Readers can join in our
learning journey by submitting underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve
discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year, and announced in our
January 2023 issue!

For our December contest, we asked our readers to
identify what is being pictured to the left. Of the readers
submitting the correct answer, Harold Krul of St. Clair,
Michigan, was randomly chosen as December’s winner.
Harold identified that what is being pictured is a crank to
start a vintage automobile.

The word “automobile” is a combination of ancient
Greek and Latin words – “autos” meaning “self” and
“mobilis” meaning movable. Together, they simply
mean a machine that moves by itself. Automobiles
have come a long way since their inception.
In order to get an engine running, it first needs to
be rotated at sufficient speed to get fuel pumped up to
the cylinders and ignited. Then the engine can run on
its own power. Cranking the engine means turning the
engine’s crankshaft that rotates the engine.
The Ford Model T relied on
hand cranks, such as the one
shown above, until 1919. The
Model T Ford being driver would insert the crank
started with a crank handle through a hole provided
at the bottom of the front grill and rotate the handle in
the clockwise direction to get the car started.
During the 1920s, electric starters became nearly
universal on most new cars, making it easier for women
and elderly people to drive.
For our January contest, we are asking our readers
to identify what is being pictured to the right. Visit
our website www.thumbprintnews.com if you know
the answer.

Good Luck!

Congratulations to our 2021 Winner!
On December 15, 2021, Cori Fischer, of Harrison Twp.,
Michigan, was randomly selected out of all the 2021 monthly
winners! Cori has won a $50 gift certificate to Foxfire Fixin’s
restaurant in Marine City, Michigan!

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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winter and being confined indoors. March finds us eagerly
anticipating the arrival of spring birds; this is our proof
spring is really on the way. What a happy surprise and what a delight when a pair
of Eastern bluebirds were the first to appear this past year. I quickly proclaimed the
news on Facebook and with haste other bird watchers joined in to herald their own
spring bird sightings. It is from this point Michiganders watch for the budding of
the trees and listen for frogs croaking in the ponds, the honking of geese, quacking
of ducks, cackle of rooster pheasants, gobbling of turkeys and an orchestra of
bird songs. Our confidence grows, but in Michigan we remain a bit guarded, as
there are sneaker days that still flirt with freezing temperatures making area crop
farmers nervous. We relax as days number into April, then May. It seems at last
the spring weather is here to stay.
In beautiful Michigan, the May Memorial Day weekend is considered the
kickoff to vacation season. In truth, this is still springtime in Michigan. Northern
Michigan is behind our southern zones for early summer weather. Yet each day
moves us closer to the first day of true summer. Soon you start to see farmland
fields all planted with the tips of tiny
green plants in nice straight rows
peeking out of the ground. Summer
has arrived!
Summer weather in Michigan can
vary greatly. Our beautiful summer
days are blended with those of high
heat and humidity. Happily, there
is often an infusion of pleasant
temperatures and low humidity. We
ponder the varied mixture. Those
hot, humid days inspire growth spurts
eagerly welcomed by our crop and
garden farmers. Now add in a good rain and the
crops, garden plants and flowers in Michigan will
leap in growth. The pleasant days of summer invite
all Michiganders to come outdoors and play.
In truth, Michigan is a gigantic peninsula
surrounded by the Great Lakes and boasts of all
the outdoor activities under the sun for the water
enthusiast. At your fingertips and in abundance
are water sports, including
fishing, swimming, boating,
kayaking, canoeing and the
list goes on. This bounty of
water sports is available all
summer long. Michiganders
are only a stone’s throw from
a body of water, lake, river,
stream or creek. But even the
shores of our Great Lakes
are easily within reach. With
a quick thirty-five-minute
drive, Donna and I often make
our way to the shore of Lake
Huron. There, sitting high on a
hill, we enjoy the breeze off Lake Huon and watch
ships on the Great Lakes transport their goods to
points unknown. We delight in people watching as
they enjoy their selected summertime activities.
However, by the end of summer, I am ready for
some relief from the summer heat. In late August,
we get our first glimpse of the upcoming change of
season. Suddenly, there will be that first summer
night where the air temperature cools, giving us a
hint of what is to come. As we enter September,
the daytime temperatures build a larger and larger
gap between daytime highs and nighttime lows.
Michiganders expressly feel change is in the air.
Fall, without a doubt, is my favorite season.
Continued from Page 1

Submitted by: Scott Eisele

Visit St. Clair County Farm Museum's

Winter Sleigh Ride 2022

at Goodells County Park, 8310 County Park Dr., Goodells, MI
Coming in late January 'til late February depending on snow conditions!
Check our website or Facebook for exact dates

Also Tour the Historic
Village and Enjoy the
Winter Bird Display

Presented
by: Audubon
Society

Hot Drinks and Snacks Available for Purchase
(810) 325-1737

Free
Admission

KEEP A CLOSE EYE ON OUR WEBSITE
AND FACEBOOK FOR THE EXACT DATES

www.stclaircountyfarmmuseum.org

January 2022
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Donna and I agree trading summer clothing for a cozy sweatshirt is the best! There
is something about this season that nurtures the soul as the harvest of crops and
fruits are in full swing. The fields of grasses become burnished while the leaves on
the trees tiptoe their way to peak colors of crimson red, vibrant yellow and popsicle
orange. Mornings are often crisp, but inch into comfortable daytime temperatures.
Nighttime may flirt with the temperature gauge around the freezing point. Change
is in the air. You will breathe into your lungs absolutely the best, crisp, clean air
during the Michigan autumn. Both man and animal are giddy as they busily prepare
for the next season.
It is around the November Thanksgiving holiday we begin to see the fall season
wane. Before we say goodbye, we bask in the holiday spirit enveloped in a dreamy
cloud of roasted turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, pumpkin pie and love of family.
Just before Christmas, old man winter makes his appearance. Winter brings
another kind of beauty; it sends a hush over our Michigan wonderland. Much of
Michigan has already seen snow. Many native Michigan animals are already tucked
away hibernating. They will sleep through the fierce Michigan winter. Winter birds
prove their hardiness as they are seen on nearby bird feeders puffed up using their
naturally heavy winter feathers to survive the cold. Deer often gather in areas with
winter foods; their bodies shift into a lowered metabolism requiring fewer calories
to live on. Michiganders will snuggle in too, with an enjoyable book (perhaps
something like A River to Goodbye) and sip a hot cup of cocoa. Outdoor enthusiasts
step out into the cold leaping into adventure. Just like the numerous summer water
choices, winter brings measureless activities as well, including skiing, sledding, ice
fishing, ice skating, snowmobiling, cross country skiing, dog sledding and more.
Yes, I love all the seasons of Michigan! I enjoy the changes and embrace what
every new season has to offer.
My mind soon wandered even further as I realized life has its seasons too. My
spring, summer and fall seasons are now behind me. At age 62, I realize I am
entering a new season in my life; I call it early winter. Resembling the seasons of
Michigan, I reflect on the seasons of my life. I note how I appreciate the wisdom
that has come with age. I now use all my life experiences in decision making. I
enjoy the calmness of my nature. I find I care more deeply for others and cherish
the time I spend with family. I realize the winter of my life will bring challenges and
trials. Nevertheless, I celebrate the many blessings I have been given. I recognize I
am loved; there is nothing better. The best life has to offer is and always will be in
the simple and quiet moments of reflection.
Donna peeks in and says good morning. Coffee? I nod. She asks, what have
you been mulling over this morning. I smile and say, the beauty of this January
morning.

794-5678 to remove moles from your yard!
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CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

TK Canyon is the author of the book A River to Goodbye. Available online
through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, iTunes, Walmart or a bookstore near you.
TK and his wife, Donna, live in North Branch, Michigan.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

RESOLVE TO BE F RAUD F REE IN 2022

National Cheese Lover's Day
The National Day Calendar website cleverly starts off its cheese day page
with: "On National Cheese Lover’s Day, don’t feel bleu, throw a feta or
act capricious. January 20th is a gouda day to kummin over and have some
cheddar or asiago or fontina!"
The earliest record of cheese making dates back to 5500 BCE in what
is now Poland, but there is no firm evidence of how cheese-making was
discovered, but it was likely simply by chance that the first cheese was
created.
Thousands of years ago, people transported
milk stored in sheep’s stomachs. Left to sit
a few days, the proteins would separate into
curds and whey. From there, preserving the
solids with salt was most likely the next logical
step – salt was a highly valued preservative in
ancient times.
Basic cheese making principles are simple
and despite modern production equipment,
are much the same as the distant past – let the
milk sour then separate the curds (solids) from
the whey (liquid), salt the curds and leave
them to age.
How do you celebrate National Cheese
Lover's Day? Hmmm? Perhaps, eat cheese!
Try a new type of one of the over 1,400
available these days, share some cheesy
recipes, puns or tell a cheese joke. What ever
way you choose to celebrate, remember to relax and just take it cheesy!
Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 5PM | Sat. 7AM – 3PM
4600 24th Ave. 810-385-6000

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 Fax: 810-385-1667

1777 Busha Hwy. 810-364-6400

Marysville, MI 48040 Fax: 810-364-1370

www.jones-equipment.com

With the new year here, many of us will start thinking about all we would
like to accomplish in 2022. Whether it be in health and fitness, a career goal
or a goal for your family, a new year always brings new ideas. But have
you thought about making any resolutions that will protect your personal
information from scammers?
As we start to make plans and set goals for the year ahead, it is also
important to evaluate what you are doing to safeguard your personal
information, especially as we continue to increase the amount of time
we spend online. Millions of consumers fall prey to scams every year.
Scammers update the tactics they use to stay current with what is happening
in our country and around the world; that’s why it is important to keep your
privacy settings up-to-date on social media and to never click any links from
unsolicited emails.
BBB has some additional tips to help you set goals and maintain a
fraud-free 2022:
I resolve to be cautious with email. Be on guard if you receive unsolicited
emails from a person or a company. Remember that scammers can make
emails look like they are from a legitimate business, government agency or
reputable organization (even BBB!). Never click on links or open attachments
in unsolicited emails.
I resolve to never send money to strangers. If you haven't met a person
face-to-face, don't send them money. This is especially true if the person asks
you to transfer funds using a pre-paid debit card or CashApp. Money sent to
strangers in this way is untraceable and once it is sent, there's no getting it
back. Scammers will try to trick you into panicking – so you’ll pay up before
you can think the situation through. Don’t fall for it!
I resolve to do research before making online payments and purchases.
When shopping online, or if you are asked to make a payment online, do
your research before you enter your payment information. Ask yourself: is
this a person or business I know and trust? Do they have a working customer
service number? Where is the company physically located? Would I be making
payments through a secure server (https://....com)? Have I checked to see if
others have complained?
I resolve to use my best judgment when sharing my personal information.
Sharing sensitive personal information with scammers opens you up to ID
theft. Never share your banking and credit card information, birthdate, address,
Social Security or Medicare number with someone who contacted you out of
the blue.
I resolve to be social media smart. Make use of privacy settings on social
media and only connect with people you actually know. Be careful about
including personal information in your profile and never reveal your address
and other sensitive information – even in a “fun” quiz. Scammers may use this
information to make themselves pass as a friend or relative and earn your trust.
Also, be careful when buying products you saw on social media. BBB Scam
Tracker has received thousands of complaints about misleading Facebook and
Instagram ads.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs In continuing to
take safety precautions against the spread of COVID-19, our office will
be closed until January 4, 2022. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org.
Melanie Duquesnel
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services

Happy New Year, ThumbPrint readers! Now that the holidays have passed,
the beauty and wonder of the winter fades to something a little more frigid.
Staying cozy indoors becomes a top priority for most people. But people
aren’t the only ones looking to keep warm this season! Critters of all types
are in need of food, comfort and shelter, and unfortunately for us, our homes
are the most appealing option. Out of the many critters we’d most like to see
stay out in the cold, mice usually top the list. They are sneaky little guys and
have the ability to get inside through the smallest of openings – I’m talking
¼ of an inch in diameter. Making sure your house is completely sealed up of
all voids and cracks that small is nearly impossible. This means the mice will
be getting in, but there are other ways to deal with them.
Now, you may be thinking, “So what? What’s the big deal if I spot one
little mouse?” Well, chances are it isn’t just one. Mice breed year-round and
reproduce very quickly! These creatures can be very destructive. They will
target and chew on books, clothes, items stored in boxes, pictures that are
irreplaceable and more. Electrical fires have also been known to start due to
mice chewing on electrical wires.
While being worried of a potential infestation, it is also important to be
concerned about your health. Mice can carry and spread diseases to people
and pets. Some of the diseases they are capable of transmitting are salmonella
food poisoning, rickettsial pox, meningitis and leptospirosis. Diseases can
be transmitted through bites, contaminated food and mouse droppings.
Irreplaceable possessions are not the only thing they’re after; mice will eat
and contaminate any food they can find – whether it's out or stored away. It
is vital to throw away any food that you suspect has been contaminated.
Mice will go after food left on counters, on dirty dishes in the sink and even
food in our beloved pets' bowls! Once you are aware that you have a mouse
infestation, there are several precautions you can take to help eliminate the
problem. Make sure dirty dishes are washed and not left out overnight, take
out your garbage every night and put it in a sealed garbage can and pick up
and put away or empty pet food bowls before dark. Mice have poor vision and
are color blind. They rely heavily on their other senses, including sense of
smell, to find food; leaving food out overnight is an open invitation! Keep all
the food in your cupboards in tightly sealed containers and vacuum regularly.
Mice are nocturnal, meaning night time is when they are most likely actively
foraging for food, and seeing mice during the day can be an indication of a
severe infestation. Nesting locations vary, with a few of their favorites being
in attics and crawl spaces.
Mice eat up to 20 times a day and produce about 70 droppings a day per mouse.
With a severe mouse infestation, you will have hundreds of new droppings
in your home on a daily basis. Sanitation is very critical! Keeping your home
free of food sources and clutter will increase the effectiveness of baiting and
trapping. Cleaning up droppings on a daily basis also allow you to see if your
infestation is getting better or worse with your treatment program. Proper
sanitation and daily cleaning decreases the chances of disease transmittal.
Call ABC Bees now to evict these unwanted visitors! Our wildlife technicians
will inspect your home and design a specialized treatment plan for you.
From the attic to the crawl space and outside too, our technicians will do the
dirty work for you. The sooner you begin the treatment process the better.
Remember, there's never just one. Call now to schedule your appointment at
(810) 794-5678.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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HOSPICE STORIES
By Rita MacDonald
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Throughout the course of my
week as a hospice nurse, I have
more conversations than I could
have ever possibly imagined I would
when I began this job. I call families
of patients in one place, while driving
to another location to see someone
else's loved one, and then update that
family on the way to the next stop. I
can't even tell you the last time I was
able to listen to the radio, or even
remembered to turn it on when I'm
not working!
Some conversations are short.
Some conversations are...well, not so
short. There are some conversations
that are just really, really hard to have,
and there are other weekly calls for
updates that I look forward to. One call
in particular I always enjoyed comes
to mind tonight because my patient's
son was in the same season of life as
me. He recently lost his dad, and his
dad was a gentleman I'll never forget.
I won't forget him because he

was kind. He was genuine. He was
gentle. He didn't have any idea who
I was, but his response to me week
after week when I asked him how he
was doing was, "Well...I'm just fine
now that you're here." (I'll call him Mr.
Jones for privacy's sake). I'd throw
my arm around him, rub his back a
little bit, and I'd feel him relax. No one
ever touches single people. Did you
know that? Elderly people in memory
care and assisted living never get
touched, or embraced. If you don't
think that makes an impact, you're
very mistaken. It most certainly does.
Mr. Jones didn't interact with
others very often, but when a photo
album with pictures of his sons and
grandchildren landed in his lap,
he'd point out those he loved, and
I'd watch him get frustrated when
he couldn't remember their names.
But when I asked him if he was
proud of his sons, his face would
light up and he'd continue to point

them each out to me.
Any mention of Montana, and Mr.
Jones would tell of its beauty. "There
are no words to describe it," he once
told me, as his blue eyes opened
widely. He always wanted to return
and he told everyone. You could just
see that longing in the twinkle in his
eye.
Mr. Jones loved chocolate Hershey
bars too, and the facility cook made
a point of it to bring him two candy
bars each evening after dinner. I often
think to myself that when someone
in a facility like this passes, it's too
often assumed that no one there at
the facility, who cared for them day
in and day out, answered their call
lights, cleaned them up, and made
sure they were up and in the dining
area for breakfast each day (his
favorite meal), right up to the chef in
the kitchen are grieving the loss of
our patient. They are.
But back to the phone calls...Mr.
Jones' son was one I looked forward
to each week. He'd share stories,
which, thinking back, probably helped
him anticipate and prepare for the
loss of his dad in a very healthy way.
And in the process, he had no idea he
was sharing his dad's kindness and
wisdom with me during every call.
These calls are some of my favorite
parts of being a hospice nurse, and
probably some of the most important!
We care for the entire family, and you
simply cannot do that in a "drivethrough", 15-minute visit!
One story he shared with me I will
never forget. His dad was a hardworking man. Growing up, a good
work ethic was modeled for him,
right before his son's very eyes. He
watched his dad get up at the crack
of dawn every single morning and go
to work. He didn't hold any college
degrees, but he was the smartest
man his son had ever known. He knew
his job was to provide for his family

January 2022
any way that he could, so he got up in
the morning, he got dressed, and off
to work he went. When he didn't have
work, he never slept in. He got up even
when he had no clock to punch. He got
himself dressed, and he left to find
work. If that meant going door to door,
asking if people had any chores or
projects he could work on in order to
provide for his family, then that's what
he did – he knocked on doors. But he
never, ever, ever missed a day's work,
or asked anyone for a handout. That's
impressive, especially nowadays
when there seems to be people
standing on every corner asking for
cash, when "help wanted" signs are in
every window of every restaurant on
the same corner.
Mr. Jones may have believed that
all he was doing was providing for his
family. But when he was dying, and his
son thought to share that story with
his nurse because of the impact it had
on his life – it made an impact on mine
as well. Mr. Jones taught his son how
to be a real man. He didn't always do
that by telling him what to do – he did
it by BEING a good man, and now his
son is as well. He must be so proud of
him, peeking down and watching him
now provide for his family.
Most of my patients are unable to
tell me much about themselves, so
the stories families choose to share
are so precious. This one will forever
be one of my favorites. A healthcare
provider will always thank the family
of their patients for the privilege
of caring for their loved one, but
sometimes behind that thank you
is the appreciation for an endearing
short story they randomly shared,
that made a lasting impact on a
hospice nurse.
If you've ever done that, consider
this a thank you from this hospice
nurse. I love my hospice stories ;)
Oh, and Mr. Jones...I hope heaven
looks just like Montana!

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

Cherokee Prayer

Oh Great Spirit who made all races,
Look kindly upon the whole human family
And take away the arrogance and hatred
Which separates us from our brothers.
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social media crossword

ACROSS
1. The American Tribal Love-Rock Musical
5. Hallucinogenic drug
8. Some special effects, acr.
11. Chip in Vegas
12. Cordelia's father in Shakespeare play
13. One in squirrel's stash
15. Dissenting clique
16. Tangerine/grapefruit hybrid
17. Type of lemur
18. *Popular messenger
20. Mosque prayer leader
21. Down Under marsupial
22. Thanksgiving serving
23. *100 days of snapping, e.g.
26. Military's inactive force
30. Repeated Cuban dance step
31. The Kinks' lead singer,
a.k.a. godfather of Britpop
34. Late December season
35. Rough, as in voice
37. Chop off
38. Stephen King's "The
"
39. "Do
others..."
40. Strep throat organ
42. File a suit
43. Sewing pearls on a wedding gown, e.g.
45. One with authority
47. Army bed
48. Space path
50. Law school test acronym
52. *Unique social media identifier
55. Latin dance
56. "Place" in French
57. Sacred Hindu writings
59. Post-mortem bios
60. Actress Campbell
61. African chieftain
62. Recipe amt.
63. Nirvana's "Come as You
"
64. Badger's den

© STATEPOINT MEDIA GRAPHICS BY MACROVECTOR VIA FREEPIK.COM

ANSWER KEY
PG 24
1. Current tense of "had"
2. All over again
3. Eczema symptom
4. Second shot
5. Corporate department
6. Salpae, sing.
7. Type of coffee maker
8. Elizabeth McGovern's "Downton Abbey" role
9. Inspiring horror
10. As opposed to outs
12. Capital of Zambia
was Batman
13. Bruce Wayne's
14. *Message under a post
19. Bootlicker
22. Da, to a Russian
23. *Done to social media past before
applying for job?
24. Feudal lord
25. Haile Selassie's disciple
26. Gym exercises
27. Comedy Central's "critique"
28. Dolby Theatre to Oscars
29. Often considered wise
32. *Video blog
33. Charge carrier
36. *Audio series
38. Killed, like dragon
40. Big bang maker
41. Permeate
44. I to Greeks, pl.
46. Sheet music line, pl.
48. Basketry stick
49. Clark Kent actor Christopher
50. Black, yellow and chocolate dogs
51. Parking spot for a boat
52. Bone in human forearm
53. *Bernie wearing mittens, e.g.
54. *Do this before posting?
55. Chronic drinker
58. It's open to interpretation
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Now is the time to breathe a sigh of relief; the holidays are behind us.
While they were a peaceful and happy two weeks, I must admit I am glad
they are over.
I begin my countdown to spring usually in mid-January. I keep thinking
it’s only three to four months away that we will start to see the early
beginnings of a spring thaw.
My trips to the cottage are a little more spaced out as far as visiting this
time of the year. But I still find a way to head up for a weekend and make
sure everything is surviving the, at times, brutal Michigan winter weather.
I still get excited on the drive up, just not as much as I do in the summer.
My vacation time is already on the books for July!
I always conclude that everything is pretty much up to date in the
cottage before the spring rolls around, such as paint, flooring, etc. So far
everything is good, but I may make a few cosmetic changes inside in the
spring.
As we roll into a new year, I am so hopeful for better times in this country.
Let’s face it, we’ve been beat up for the past 12 months, by no fault of
our own.
I do use this time away from the cottage to focus on and get more things
done around the city house. This way, the first sign of a thaw in the spring,
I can focus on the cottage and what needs to be done to open it up.
I like to think of a new year as a fresh start to begin a great year. There
is some excitement as to what this new year will bring us, and what we
decide to make happen as well.
My countdown to spring will start very soon; I will be ready for the
challenge of a new year, and I can’t wait to begin seeing the positive
changes all around me.

Happy January ThumbPrint News Readers!
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BUY TICKETS!
January 7

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!

www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108
2022 KARAOKE CONTEST
$500 GRAND PRIZE!

Comedian
Andy Beningo

Jan 8 - Round 1 STARTS AT 8PM
top
four
Jan 15 - Round 2
finalists
Jan 22 - Semi Finals
receive
Jan 29 - Karaoke Finals
prizes!

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450
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Now accepting applications for

2022 Season Ticket
Membership
Call 810-359-5108 or email marketing@lexingtonvillagetheatre.com
to learn about the different packages and their several advantages!

New Year Resolutions For Your Pet
•

The new year is a time for fresh starts. This year
include your cat or dog! There are many ways to
improve your pet’s life that can positively impact
the entire household. Here’s a few ideas to get you
started.

•

“Cheers to a new year and another chance for us to get it right.”
~ Oprah Winfrey

Editor's note: Dr. Gray serves the St. Clair
County area with In The Pink Mobile Veterinary
Services. She is based out of Goodells,
Michigan. To reach out to Dr. Gray, please call
(810) 985-3011 or visit her website at
inthepinkpetcare.com. For more information or
to register your pet for last year's Pet Nutrition and Weight Management survey visit
www.petobesityprevention.org.

Q1 Special: January 1 - March 31
FREE Aquakinetic A200 Reverse Osmosis
Drinking Water Station complete with membrane,
pre & post filters and air charge tank with purchase
of a Kinetico dual tank water softener and air
induction filter (better known as an iron filter).

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

M

•

Here’s to a bright and
beautiful 2022 for us all!
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•

•
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•

Get more exercise. This is a very common resolution, so why not
include your pets this year? Most dogs enjoy a walk and are eager to
get outside, even when we think it’s too cold. Make your dog your
new walking buddy! Accountability is one of the best ways to make
a resolution stick. Commit to taking your furry friend for a walk and
don’t let him down!
Brush up on dental health. We all know pets have teeth too, but did
you know that they can benefit from a dental hygiene routine? Dog
and cat specific toothbrushes and toothpaste are widely available.
Introducing brushing can be a slow process, don’t rush it. Try using
flavored toothpaste to make it a little easier. If brushing isn’t an option,
several dental treats and rinses are also available.
Microchips. Does your pet have a microchip? If so, now is a good
time to confirm the information is correct. Have you moved? Did
your phone number change? Up-to-date microchip records ensure the
fastest return of your pet in the event they go missing. No microchip?
No problem! Your veterinarian can help you with the simple process.
Medical records. Are vaccines and other medical treatments for your
pet up to date? Can you easily and quickly locate the information?
Make sure all needed information is in one location. In the event of an
unexpected boarding stay or illness, you will be well prepared.
Start an emergency fund. No one wants to think of their pet getting
sick or needing emergency care. Take the time now to prepare for
the unexpected. There are several options that can help in the event
of unexpected costs, including pet insurance. Setting aside 20 to 30
dollars every month would give you not only an emergency fund, but
also peace of mind by the end of 2022.

EE

•

Refresh toys and supplies. How long has it been since food storage
and treat containers were emptied and washed? How about food and
water dishes? Take the time to refresh your pet’s daily routine. Stainless
steel bowls are best for food and water. Toys can harbor bacteria and
should be washed routinely. Look at your pet’s collection and remove
toys that are overly loved. Maybe it’s time to find your dog a new “baby”.
Cats love to play with new toys too. Reboot their toy collection and get
going on that exercise resolution at the same time.
Help those less fortunate. You can make a difference with donations of
your time or with needed supplies. The Blue Water Humane Society has
a wish list of supplies on their website. Here’s a few examples: unscented,
clumping cat litter, bleach, canned cat food, paper towels, blankets and
towels. Visit their website to see the full wish list that also includes a
link for online shopping. There you can also find information regarding
volunteer opportunities. The St. Clair County Animal Control website
has a link to easily donate, as well as view adoptable cats and dogs.
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CRITICAL HOME
REPAIR GRANT
MEETINGS
Submitted by
John Kulczyckyj

Habitat for Humanity of Lapeer-Tuscola announces it will have two
meetings in January to kick off the 2022 Critical Home Repair Grant
application process in Lapeer County. Last year, 45 families took part in the
program to do repairs to help them stay in their homes. Only the following
types of repairs are allowed: new roofs, doors, windows, hot water tank,
furnace, insulation, well and septic systems. The grant does not cover
repairs to plumbing, electrical and basement or foundation work.
The meetings will be held at the Mayfield Township Hall at 1900 N.
Saginaw St., Lapeer, MI 48446, located behind the Beacon & Bridge gas
station on Tuesday, January 18th, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and on
Saturday, January 22nd, from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Eligible applicants
must reside in Lapeer County and own their own home and the property the
home sits on. Homes purchased with a land contract or in a mobile home
park are not eligible for the grant.
During the meetings, Habitat staff will walk applicants through the
paperwork needed. Any questions will be answered. Residents must live in
Lapeer County and meet income requirements based on family size. Other
meetings will be held in January and February for residents in Tuscola and
Huron Counties. Call Habitat at (810) 664-7111 or watch your local paper
for dates and times.

Commemorate Holocaust
Remembrance Day ~ January 27

with UMICH and the Posen Library of Jewish Culture and Civilization
Submitted by Johanna Ramos-Boyer

The Posen Library of Jewish Culture and Civilization
is a comprehensive, ongoing project to build an
unprecedented collection of Jewish writings, political
thought, religion, visual and performing arts, music, and
cultural contributions from around the globe.
The Posen library is curated by leading Jewish Scholars.
Once complete, the entire collection will be comprised
of 10 print volumes (released by Yale University Press)
covering biblical times to the 21st century and is available
online FREE upon registration at the Posen Digital Library
– www.posenlibrary.com. Currently five
volumes are available in print and
online covering the biblical
times to 332 BCE, 1750
– 1880 and 1918 – 2005
(Volumes 1, 6, 8, 9 & 10).

“Now, as we close one chapter, the pen is inking up,
preparing itself to write the next.” – Mie Hannson
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Kirtland’s Warbler
to be Featured on Michigan License Plate in 2022
Submitted by Molly Keenan

The Kirtland’s warbler, long a symbol of
conservation in Michigan, will be featured
on a new Michigan license plate that will
help raise money for wildlife habitat in the
state.
Beginning in January, Michigan drivers
will be able to purchase the license plate
through the Michigan Secretary of State for
$35, with $25 of that fee designated to the
Nongame Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund.
The Michigan DNR chose to celebrate
the Kirtland’s warbler species because it
was removed from the federal endangered
species list in October 2019. Through wise
stewardship on the part of the Michigan
DNR, the U.S. Forest Service and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, plans and
partnerships with a network of nonprofit
organizations and private citizens created
a conservation coalition that saved this
bird from extinction. There are now more
than 4,000 individuals, and the population is
considered healthy.
This warbler nests in young jack pine
forests of northern Michigan. Ninety-five
percent of the Kirtland’s warbler population
nests in five counties in the northern Lower
Peninsula. Small populations can also be
found in the U.P., Wisconsin and Ontario.
The warbler spends its winters primarily in
the Bahamas.
The Kirtland’s warbler is the perfect
symbol for the Nongame Fish and Wildlife
Trust Fund because even though the bird
is no longer considered endangered,
conservation efforts must continue for as
far as we can see into the future. Kirtland’s
warblers nest on the ground under the
overlapping branches of young jack pine
trees. Historically, the warbler’s breeding
habitat was created by wildfire sweeping
across the landscape, burning mature trees,
and opening new areas for young trees to
grow. But with more humans living near
jack pine habitats starting in the early 20th
century, fires became viewed as a threat
and were extinguished. With young jack pine
habitats becoming increasingly rare, the
warbler went into a long, slow population
decline until the 1980s, when humans began
to harvest large areas of mature forests
and replant them with young trees.

The Kirtland’s warbler is just one of the
species that benefits from management
of the jack pine ecosystem. Game species,
such as the white-tailed deer, wild turkey
and snowshoe hare use the young jack pine
habitat extensively. Jack pine management
also helps to support the threatened Hill’s
thistle (a plant) and the secretive locust (an
insect).
“The accomplishment of this species
qualifying for removal from the endangered
species list is a testament to the efficacy
and power of ecology-driven conservation,”
said Michigan Audubon Executive Director,
Heather Good
Michigan Audubon has contributed
to Kirtland’s warbler conservation,
collaboration, tours and management
in many ways throughout history, which
makes this event of relevance to a great
many volunteers, members, donors, tour
guides and former board members who
helped make this happen.
Since its inception, the wildlife habitat
license plate has raised over $3.9 million
for Michigan’s Nongame Fish and Wildlife
Trust Fund. This is the only designated
fund for nongame species in our state,
which is why your contribution matters,
Good shared. “It not only puts dollars into
an area of natural resources management
that is greatly unsupported and in need of
resources, but it also conveys a message
on the road and to our legislators about
non-consumptive wildlife appreciation,” she
added.
The common loon, another beloved avian
species to many, was the first species
featured on the Michigan’s nongame
license plate when it became available
in 2006. In December 2017, the nongame
plate featured an elk, purportedly to mark
the 2018 celebration of 100 years of elk
presence in our state. “I think the birding
community will applaud seeing this change
back to an avian species on the nongame
plate, especially one that has such strong
Michigan relevance,” said Good.
Michigan Audubon and the Kirtland’s
Warbler Alliance encourage every Michigan
driver to purchase the plate and support
our state’s nongame wildlife work.
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INGREDIENTS
1 ½ cups shredded gruyere (6 ounces)

By Diane Kodet,

ThumbPrint News Editor

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS FROM
FREEPIK.COM

SWITZERLAND
SWISS FONDUE

We have now spent a full year tasting our way around the world! So far, I have
shared recipes from Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay, South Africa, Romania, Latvia,
Wales, Scotland, Norway, Sudan, New Zealand, Canada and India. I invite
readers to submit recipes from other countries that they have made successfully!
If you have recipes you have personally made that are representative of a
country that I haven’t shared, please submit it to ThumbPrint News at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document form. If you have a photo
you took of the dish you made, include it as well in high-quality jpeg format.
I will be sure to share some of these recipes in future editions so that we
may all take a journey around the world through the recipes that are shared.
This month, as we embark on 2022, we are traveling to Switzerland with an
authentic Swiss fondue recipe.

1 ½ cups shredded Emmenthaler
cheese (6 ounces) (If you cannot
find Emmenthaler cheese, you can
substitute with Gruyere.)
½ cup shredded Appenzeller cheese
(2 ounces) (If you cannot find
Appenzeller cheese, you can
substitute with Jarlsberg.)
2-3 Tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 garlic clove, halved

1 cup dry white
wine
1 teaspoon fresh
lemon juice
1 dash kirsch, a
Swiss liquor
(optional)
fresh ground pepper, to taste
a pinch of nutmeg
crusty bread, cut into large cubes

7.
8.
9.

DIRECTIONS
The optimal choice of pots is a steel or cast iron, medium-sized pot (2 quart) with an
enameled interior.
In a medium sized bowl, combine the three cheeses and toss with the flour.
Rub the inside of the fondue pot with the garlic halves.
Add the wine and heat over medium heat until hot, but not boiling.
Stir in lemon juice and kirsch.
Add a handful of cheese at a time to the wine mixture, stirring constantly and not
adding more cheese until the previous has melted, is bubbling gently and has the
appearance of a light, creamy sauce. Season with pepper and nutmeg.
Remove the pot from the heat and place over an alcohol safety burner on the table.
Adjust the burner flame so the fondue continues to bubble gently.
Serve with plenty of crusty bread cubes.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

According to Google,

Switzerland is a mountainous Central European
country, home to numerous lakes, villages and the
high peaks of the Alps. Its cities contain medieval
quarters, with landmarks like capital Bern’s
Zytglogge clock tower and Lucerne’s Kapellbrücke
(chapel bridge). The country is also known for its ski resorts and
hiking trails. Banking and finance are key industries, and Swiss
watches and chocolate are world renowned.
But here are some other interesting facts about Switzerland that aren’t as well known:
•

The Swiss marry late. Based on a report by the United Nations, the average marriage
age for Swiss men is 31.8 and 29.5 for women.

•

The average age for Swiss women to have their first child is 30.4 years, which
makes them the oldest women in Europe to do so.

•

Switzerland has mandatory military service.

•

Switzerland has 7,000 lakes.

•

•

Amongst industrialized nations, Switzerland has one of the highest rates of
gun ownership. However, that does not necessarily have to lead to more crime;
Switzerland has nearly half the gun-related deaths the United States has. Switzerland
actually has one of the lowest crime rates of all industrialized countries.

Switzerland has one of the highest proportions of internationals among all nations,
with almost 25% of the population being foreigners.

•

According to the World Health Organization, Switzerland is the least obese
European country, with only 17.5% of the population being obese. If you lived
in the U.S., you’d be double more likely to be obese since 33% of the country is.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
I enjoyed the Letter to the Editor from William Farris, on page 26 of your November 2021 ThumbPrint News. It made me realize I am not the only
one who can’t get the rest of the story while watching the news or can’t go to a website when paying bills, don’t have an e-mail account and can't
clip digital coupons for extra savings when grocery shopping.
My friend gave me a smart phone for my 75th birthday, which I can’t use because I don’t have internet or any idea how to use it, but I keep it charged
and pay for minutes. I feel left out and left behind because I’m computer illiterate, which makes me feel stupid and it feels like I’ll never catch up.
Thank you for a great paper. I look forward to it every month.
Joyce Beaudry, Port Huron, Michigan
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The Past
Remembered
By Bob Jones, ThumbPrint News Contributor
The small, white clapboard house
stood precariously on the side of a hill
encircled with oaks, maples and the
occasional barberry shrub. Remnants
of a perennial garden peaked up every
spring on the east side of the property
and throughout the yard the croci
would appear as if Mother Nature were
playing a seasonal game of connect the
dots, challenging the onlooker to find
the pattern. By early summer there was an entanglement of vines, greenery
and the occasional flowering daisy.
The house itself had withstood many frigid winters in this clime and the
surrounding property bore fruit to the wet marvel of spring days, leading to
the bright heaven of budding foliage, which eventually burst onto the scene
as rainbows of coloring flowers and plants.
Where once a detached garage stood new, was but a pad of cracked and
crumbling cement flooring. Piles of lumber were stacked like firewood
beside this rectangular slab.
Other remnants of garden tools and a rusted tiller were piled on the back
of the lot line some 150 feet or so from the country road. This old, unpaved
road was accessed by only a few vehicles daily which traversed its path to
find the major country road about a mile to the east.
This property was isolated from others around it. The nearest dwelling
was an old farmhouse due west about a mile.
At one time, a peach orchard, with its vibrant fruit, was commercially
grown to the north of the property's lot line. Further north, other acreage
of apples was abundant. Now, dead wood and decaying timber lay strewn
across the countryside. Any small fire set by man or nature would certainly
propel this tinderbox into a blazing inferno, destroying every tree and shrub
around, including the old clapboard house.
For the last 10 years, each morning going to work and each evening
coming back to my home, I passed this clapboard house. I seemed, as time
passed, to have noticed more and more of the details – of the home and the
way. Over the years, it seemed to have a life of its own. One summer, a
small side porch was added; another year, new windows were put in and a
bigger front door, with what appeared to be large gold knockers hanging as
handles added.
Each Christmas season, what appeared to be a large natural tree stood
peering out from the front window. The tree was full with bright ornaments

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!
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of the season and glowing multicolored lights. The lights glowed in the
dark morning as I went to work and remained glowing as I came home each
evening.
The occupant, a widow in her mid-90s, lost her husband some 20 years
previous to cancer. I could catch an occasional glimpse of her stooped
frame, usually wearing a grayish head scarf and peasant dress, with an
apron adorning her bodice in the summer and fall months.
I discovered from one of my older neighbors that at one time this widow
and her husband long ago owned the local hardware store, selling supplies
to the newly-established residents of the local community. They raised
four boys on this homestead, all apparently successful in their own chosen
professions.
For over 70 years, this family, their property and their strong work ethic
stood for stability the community needed at the time to grow and prosper.
For days after the Christmas holidays one year, I passed the property and
it seemed to be darker and more foreboding than in the previous days and
weeks.
One evening, while reading the paper, I noticed the name of the widow in
the obituary section. Her family history was noted, and her prominence in
the community at the local political, business and church levels were also
noted.
I deeply regretted over the years seemingly having been too busy to stop
on my way home from work or to call on her at her convenience just to say
hi. Time passes quickly. For all I noticed about the exterior of the home site
over the years, I never bothered to get to know this widow and her family's
history. What would she have revealed to me; what customs or traditions
would I have discovered? How enriched would I have been had I made the
attempt to reach out and find out more about this family? The land would
be bequeathed to the township for a park. Perhaps I could find at least some
solace discovering the family's history from archives at the local library.
As a relative newcomer to the area, my curiosity would lead me to learn
more about this family and others. There were also three local family
cemeteries which, with permission, I could explore. As time moves on,
our aging minds seek solace and consistency in the past. As the flight of
population move into these rural areas, the new landscape often overshadows
the past, often obliterating it.
I am now compelled to learn more about my own local history – how the
area grew, prospered, dealt with its tragedies. My own time is running out.
How much of this history will I learn and cherish and pass on to my heirs?
Only time will tell.
I wish I had gotten to know this lady. A message to all of us – "Time
passes quickly, love thy neighbor".
Author's note: Regarding the township park mentioned above, it was after a year spent in
litigation, that the land – about 5 acres – was turned into a soccer field and the southeast
corner – about 1½ acres – was purchased by a pharmacy company. The township wants its
maximum in tax monies; the land is valuable. Is this progress?
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Fill out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

for yourself,
family and friends!

MAILED DIRECT TO
YOUR DOOR EACH
MONTH OF 2022!

12 MONTHS FOR $30

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50

OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001
Cash Check
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News

___ ISSUES FOR $___

START MY SUBSCRIPTION
MONTH

YEAR

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!

Page 24

Quinn
Minute

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF UNDERWEAR
By Rix Quinn,

CALL TODAY (810) 794-2300!

Wanted to Buy
ThumbPrint News Columnist

www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector

Today, as the weather gets colder, I thought we might discuss
the history of underwear. But don’t worry…I’ll be brief.
Before the 1880s, underwear was practically non-existent.
Maybe that’s why they were called “unmentionables.”
Then, some scientists recommended all parts of the body
except the face should be covered to protect from germs. Germs
and chills, they said, made people mighty sick.
So, everybody began to put on calico or white flannel undies.
Wearers even starched them! Starched creases proved terribly
dangerous. Just think about riding a horse or pole-vaulting in
starched underwear.
Around the time miners came to Virginia City, people wrapped
themselves in both silk and coarse wool underwear. It’s hard
to guess which one miners wore, because few posed for photos
without their pants (although a few reportedly lost their shirts).
One other possibility: Maybe they tried long underwear, those
neck-to-shin garments I like to wear to the pool. (This may
also explain why I swim alone.)
But sadly, I’m running out of typing space, so – as one pair
of underpants said to the other – I gotta fly.
For more little stories with interesting ideas, subscribe to my short
blog. Here’s the link: www.quinnminute.com.

CASH FOR COLLECTIBLES.

Coins, currency, pocket watches, vintage
fishing and hunting, postcards, military,
police and much more. Inquiries invited.
Bank references available.
Call (586) 784-5861, ask for Ron.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,
Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers,
Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at
(586) 601-8516.

BLAST IN THE PAST IS PAYING
CASH FOR
RECORD
ALBUMS,
GAMES
AND GAME
SYSTEMS!
Located at
28071 Gratiot in Roseville.
Call (586) 329-8213.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

Museum Hours
Every Thursday 6pm-8:30pm
or By Appointment

8061 MARSH ROAD

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
paid. KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

CLAY TWP., MI 48001

501c3

social
media
answer
key

877-FWD-MORA
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BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

15 & UP

$

For Sale
SHOP AVON ONLINE

anume.avonrepresentative.com
Join Our Mailing List bit.ly/DiscoverAvon
Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/AvonDirectwithCrystal
Join Avon Today! bit.ly/BeautyGig

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Help Wanted
CEMENT FINISHERS AND
LABORERS WANTED.

Pay commensurate with experience.
Salvaggio & Co. Construction,
call (586) 344-4325.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.
Experienced & own tools.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS AT ABC
HOME & COMMERCIAL SERVICES:

CDL drivers for septic truck and pesticide
spray technicians for commercial
accounts. Will train as needed. 18+ with
valid Michigan driver's license and able
to pass a background check. To learn
more call (810) 794-5678.

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S HAS IMMEDIATE
NEED FOR: servers and cooks. Flexible
hours, full and part-time available and
room for advancement. Must be 18 or
over. To set up an in-person interview
please text (810) 614-8040.

General

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

with 1,000s of items ready to be sold.
More added weekly pulled from what is
still in storage. Hallmark ornaments, blow
molds, vintage sleds, aluminum trees,
100s of Dept. 56 and Lemax, to name
a few! Sale going on until we sell out.
Sale runs every Thursday evening from
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., with additional
dates added all the time. See the ad
on page 26 of this issue for January
dates, or visit thechristmaswalk.com/
estate-sale. Most up-to-date information
can be found on Facebook by searching
"TheChristmasTreeWalk".

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also
buying motorcycle parts. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 855-9420.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $1,004 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed
heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

HUGE VINTAGE CHRISTMAS ESTATE
SALE! Collection built up over 40 years

January 2022		
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794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

We provide high-quality, cost
effective health care to any patient
and family member with short-term,
long-term, or end-of-life care.

• Home Health Care
• Private Duty
• Hospice Care

WWW.VNABWH.ORG �

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.
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REPAIR YOUR CHAIRS
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS

CALL

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039

‘

810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

40+ YEARS
ew EXPERIENCE • FREE INSPECTIONS
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM
happy

Wed & Thurs 12pm - 9pm • Fri - Sun 11am - 10pm

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

586-839-1136
n

KARL TRIMBOLI

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

EVERYONE

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

OPEN
24/7
Sanilac

Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

2022

ThumbPrint
News

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.

VETERAN OWNED

We cover six
counties
and have
nearly
1,000
Drop
Locations!

Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Complete Clean-Up Service
Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

St. Clair
Macomb

Including
Harsens Island

You can find our entire
Drop Location List online at
WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM,
or you can make a suggestion
for a new location near you!

(810) 794-2300

★

★

★

★

★
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ABCBEES
ABC

abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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JANUARY

calendar of activities and events

january

If you have an event in February that you would like listed in the February issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by January 12, 2022. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for
publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we
apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

None submitted this month.

LAPEER

None submitted this month.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County
All Month Long
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive, helping

those in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis, Richmond and
Chesterfield.

All of Macomb County
January 5, 12 & 19
Confident Communicators
Club Toastmasters Meetings,

via Zoom, 8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m., the
Zoom meeting opens at 8:00 a.m. for
socializing and networking. This is a
non-profit organization serving
Macomb County and will host meetings
for the first three Wednesdays of each
month. For more information email
vpm-1196053@toastmastersclubs.org
or visit CCC website at
bit.ly/ccctoastmasters.

New Baltimore
January 10 & 24
St. Clair River Club with
Toastmasters, MacDonald Public

Library, 36480 Main St., 6:30 p.m.
This meeting is Hybrid, so it can be
attended either in person or through
Zoom. Open to all interested parties.
Toastmasters International is a
nonprofit educational organization that
teaches public speaking and leadership
skills through a worldwide network of
clubs. For more information call Paul
Burger at (734) 837-5807.

OAKLAND

None submitted this month.

ST. CLAIR

Port Huron – January 3 – 14
Bear Necessities Teddy Bear
Sleepover Camp, St. Clair County

Main Branch, Children’s Library, 210
McMorran Blvd., during library hours.
Children ages 4 – 10. Stop by the

Children’s Library to reserve your kit to
build your very own stuffed teddy bear!
Complete your bear here, or take it
home to finish, and then bring your new
bear friend back to the library for their
exciting week of Teddy Bear Sleepover
Camp, January 18 – 21. When you
pick up your bear from sleepover camp
January 24-28, your bear will have its
own scrapbook of all the crazy things
they did at camp. Registration required
– supplies limited. Call (810) 987-7323
for more information.

Marysville – January
5, 12, 19 & 26
Knights of Columbus #9526
Wednesday Bingo, 1195 Gratiot

Blvd., 6:15 p.m. start time. (Doors open
2 hours prior.) For more information call
(810) 300-4891.

Kimball – January 13 & 27
Fairy House Workshop, Kimball

Township Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd.,
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This series of
6 workshop sessions will provide the
materials and instruction to create
a fairy house of your own design.
Registration is for all six sessions
and is limited, so register early.
Ages 8 to adult. For more information
call (810) 982-9171.

St. Clair – January 21
Friday Fish Fry, American Legion

Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave., 4:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.

St. Clair – January 23
Sunday Breakfast Buffet, American
Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave.,
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. For more
information call (810) 329-2871.

SANILAC

Sandusky – January 8 & 22
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 148 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Dances are always
on the second and fourth Saturdays
of each month. Please bring a snack
to share for the 8:30 p.m. break. Cost
is only $5 and you get to dance to
polkas, waltzes, country, line dancing
or request a song. For more information
email shelbyjcombs@icloud.com or
call (810) 310-2715.

January 2022
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Financial Lessons for Every Age

From preschool through college,
every stage of school is designed to
prepare kids for life-long success, but
learning about finances is one area
that can be especially impactful for
children in the long term.
Consider these ways kids can learn
about money throughout childhood as
recommended by the experts at Bank
of America:

FAMILY FEATURES

Children often dream of the day they can call themselves grown-ups, but few
look forward to – let alone think about – the financial realities of independence.
It’s never too early to start teaching your children how to save money and spend
responsibly.
“As parents, our job is to set our children up for success,” Bank of America’s
Head of Deposit Products Erin McCullen said. “Giving our kids a strong
foundation of financial skills, like budgeting and saving, is a key part in
ensuring they thrive as adults and can concentrate on the things they love.”
Consider these financial tips from McCullen:
ESTABLISH A BUDGET. Budgeting is a lifelong skill. Teaching young
adults how to budget can help them plan spending, save money, create goals
and address financial anxiety. According to a Bank of America survey, 52%
of Americans said they didn’t start budgeting until they began their first
full-time job.
If your kids are on the younger side, they likely don’t have a steady income,
but you can still help them practice budgeting with allowances or gifts from
relatives or friends. Keep it simple: teach them to track the money they
receive and separate it into spend-now and spend-later categories.
Later, when you’re helping your kids create an adult budget, you’ll need to
expand those categories to track expenses like housing costs and groceries.
From there, measure these categories against their total monthly income.
Ideally, they should have more money coming in than going out. This process
can help identify must-have vs. want-to-have purchases while highlighting
areas to cut back on spending or finding room to save.
SAVE REGULARLY AND CONSISTENTLY. Making consistent,
automatic contributions to a savings account can create a mindset that will
be valuable as your children get older.
“It is never too early to open a savings account,” McCullen said. “Even if
your children don’t yet have any bills or financial obligations, teach them
to set aside some of the money from their allowance or even gifts from
family or friends. Helping children learn to save early-on, even for a small
purchase, can help them develop a consistent savings habit over time.”
Young adults should also consider programs like Keep the Change, which
helps build savings automatically by rounding up debit card purchases to the
nearest dollar amount and transferring the change from a checking account
to a savings account.
MAKE A FINANCE CHECKLIST. Young adults have a lot on their minds
at the end of their final semester at school. As they begin to transition from
student life to the working world, one way to help them stay on track is to
prepare a checklist of things to do before they graduate and start their jobs.

Elementary School – Focus on
basics like saving small change and
planning how to spend it. As kids
begin to learn fundamental math, you
can introduce them to the concept of
making a spending plan. Apply these
lessons to toys or gifts they want and
teach them to set aside money until
they have enough to buy the toy of
their dreams.
Middle School – Those early
mathematical
lessons
around
spending can be expanded to include
real-life decision making and budget
creation, including what should be
accounted for and considered before
making a purchase. Before children
go to the mall with their friends,
highlight the thought process
involved in spending before they
make impulse purchases.

High School – As adulthood begins
to draw nearer, it’s worth exploring
the fundamentals of credit scores,
credit cards, investing, saving for
retirement, homeownership and
more so that, upon graduation, teens
can start putting those lessons into
practice. High school seniors should
also educate themselves on student
loans, as debt often becomes a reality
for those who attend college, and
understanding the facts can help them
make more informed choices.
Bonus tip: If your high schoolers
have jobs, even if it’s just parttime, it can be helpful to discuss
taxes and how to manage receiving
consistent income. It can guide them
in creating balanced and accurate
budgets in the future.
College – Build credit by opening a
credit card account to help achieve
goals later in life, such as purchasing
a home. With a career just a few years
away (or less), college is also a smart
time to begin reading into the basics
of 401(k)s, starting an emergency
fund or even learning the basics of
investing.

This list can include creating
a budgeting and tracking
strategy, opening a savings
account to begin setting
aside money from future
paychecks or checking in
with a financial planner
to discuss transitions and
what’s to come.
Taking time now to teach your children strong financial habits can help them
develop lifelong financial skills and prepare them for their next adventure.
The healthy habits they build today can help carry them to tomorrow and
beyond.
EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFE CREDIT. Young adulthood
is the right time to begin building credit because establishing good credit
takes time. Building credit from a young age can help pave the way for major
purchases and life moments, since credit impacts future living arrangements,
the ability to purchase a car and even employment opportunities.
Teach your children about the steps they can take to start building credit like
planning their credit card usage, never spending outside their means and
paying off their credit card bills on-time and in-full. They can also earn
rewards while spending by ensuring their credit card rewards their spending.
An option like the Bank of America Customized Cash Rewards card offers
flexibility to earn rewards in the category of your choice and can help
maximize rewards while building credit.
Find more tips for teaching your children financial skills by visiting
BetterMoneyHabits.BankofAmerica.com.
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Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner
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Compare at $3,199

Flexsteel Sofa
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AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.
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