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Wyandotte

Avenue to the Detroit River and from Eureka Avenue to
Oak Street. John Biddle was the first person of European
descent to settle the section of wilderness in 1818, when
he purchased 2,200 acres from the state once he returned
from fighting in the War of 1812 as an Army Major – that
same year a treaty was signed between the Wyandotte
Indians and the U.S. government, which resulted in
the tribe turning over their land and
moving to the Flat Rock area.
Biddle purchased the land in the
hopes of a simpler life and began
clearing the property to make it
suitable for farming. Explained
as his retreat from the busy city,
his Georgian style residence was
completed in 1835. Biddle named
his estate Wyandotte before the name
was used for the settlement, and it
was located at the corner of Biddle
Major John Biddle
and Vinewood Streets, residing there

Wyandotte Flourishes with
Early Business Ventures

On This Day
In History?

Page
13

Labor for Mobility Products

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

Europeans were drawn to the land around the Detroit River
because the area offered nearly every natural resource needed for
many industries at the time.
Aside from Detroit, which was the first city to be settled in the
area, the land that would eventually become Wyandotte contained
a village in the early 1700s. The Wyandotte tribe occupied a great
deal of the surrounding land at the time and formed a settlement
known as Maquaqua in 1732. The site, which was located in the
heart of the current city of Wyandotte, stretched from Biddle

See WYANDOTTE Page 6

with ThumbPrint News and

Barbara and Celeste of Ypsilanti
ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES IN
Ad sizes and prices vary.
Call (810) 794-2300 to learn
about how we can help you
be seen throughout your
community. Check out our
classified section on page 11.
If you want your ad to get attention,
contact ThumbPrint News.

810-794-2300

By Ralph McKinch,
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

ThumbPrint News has been traveling
the world ever since its beginning eight
years ago. In just that short time, our faithful readers have taken
our paper with them to all fifty United States and to all seven
continents, photographing themselves in front of points of interest
in those places. It has been an armchair tour of the world!
A couple of years ago, Barbara Zmich and Celeste McClellan
of Ypsilanti, Michigan, added Japan to the list of countries
ThumbPrint News had visited when they took our paper with
them on their travels to that country. Now, they are adding the
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44 Macomb Place
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

Canadian Rockies to our list of places that this publication has
traveled.
Here is the email we received from Barbara and Celeste:

Hi again ThumbPrint News!
You might remember us from our TPN-toting trip to Japan a
couple of years ago…
Last summer we set out on an amaaaaazing road trip to the
Canadian Rockies. One thing that set it apart from our other
amaaaazing road trips was that this time we took as many
secondary roads as possible. We dug up a couple of excellent
books about the stunning and sometimes quirky sights along
the way, Road Trip USA, Cross-Country Adventures on
See ROAD TRIP Page 26
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Workers’ Compensation
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Industrial

Nickel & Saph, Inc.
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Lavina Victoria McKinch was born on September 5, 1918, in Port Huron, St. Clair County, Michigan, to Allen
McKinch and Rose Etta Howell. Ninety-nine years later, she still lives in the same town. I can only imagine all
of the changes she has seen in her lifetime. Lavina married Elmer Stanley Kodet, who was born in Cleveland,
Ohio, on September 28, 1935, and had her first son when she was only 17 years old. God willing, Lavina will
turn 100 on September 5, 2018. Lavina is one very special lady. Not only is she my mother-in-law, but she is
also one of the most cheerful, positive people I know.
Lavina makes the best out of every situation. She has seen plenty in her lifetime, including deaths of loved
ones, divorces and watching some of those close to her suffer the consequences of decisions that they later
regretted. Yet, she always had and still has something good to say about every person and every occurrence.
She is a true role model for what the world needs right now.
I am looking forward to celebrating her birthday in September and plan on doing a tribute to her life in that
month’s issue of ThumbPrint News. While I take a look at 2018, and plan what I would like to include in the
newspaper for each month, I think it would be fun to seek out other centenarians in the nine counties of our
distribution – Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Huron, Macomb, St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola and Wayne. According to
the last U.S. census taken in 2010, there were 1,700 Michigan residents who were 100 years or older. In a past
issue Forbes stated, “One in 26 baby boomers is now expected to live to 100; legions more will reach the midto-late 90s.” The impact these people will make on our society is huge.
If you know of someone who has reached that magic mark of 100 years old (either living or now deceased),
we would love to have you share their story with us. What changes did that person see in his or her lifetime
that made the most impact on you or on them? What do they or you contribute his or her longevity to? Share
some highlights of their life. Photos are especially welcome. We would be happy to look at submissions of any
length. Our editorial staff will edit the article for length, clarity, spelling, grammar, etc. We aren’t concerned
about any of that! What we want to hear about are these extraordinary people who have made it to that magic
milestone. We bet there are some great stories to tell! And we also think some of them may inspire us in the
upcoming new year.
Depending on how many submissions we receive, we will print them in future 2018 editions. Wouldn’t that
be a wonderful tribute to someone who turns 100 this year?
								
Thanks for Reading, Diane Kodet, Editor

“A positive attitude causes a chain reaction of positive thoughts, events and outcomes. It is a catalyst and it
sparks extraordinary results.” – Wade Boggs, former professional baseball player
		 							

IN NEED OF HELP FACING A GOVERNMENT AGENCY?

diane e. xagoraris
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The Area’s Only
Verified Trauma Center
1221 Pine Grove Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 | (810) 987-5000

ANOTHER FIRST FROM McLAREN PORT HURON
Most of the time, surgeries are planned and scheduled. You know when

gone through special training, and we have developed protocols and

it will happen. You have time to prepare.

quality controls so we can provide the right care, right away.

But when a surgery is needed immediately, the trauma team at McLaren

When seconds matter, think fast. Think McLaren.

Port Huron is prepared and stands ready. Around the clock. Day or night.

When it’s an emergency that requires surgery, the trauma team

McLaren is the area’s only verified trauma center

is here for you.

McLaren Port Huron has earned Level III Trauma Center verification
from the American College of Surgeons. This means we are able to care

Learn more at www.mclaren.org/phtrauma

for the most serious trauma emergencies. Our staff and surgeons have

C on g ra tu la tions to our wi nner of the drawi ng for 2017,
N a n cy Tracy of Chesterfi el d, Mi chi gan!

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to
be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On
December 16, 2018, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and
the lucky person will be notified.
Last month, for our December contest, we asked our readers to identify what
the object pictured below was and for what it was used. Of all of those submitting
the correct answer, Scott H. of North Street, Michigan, was randomly chosen to
be entered into the 2017 year-end drawing. Scott identified that the object is a
close-up of the tongue of a cat.
Have you ever been licked by a cat? The first time you might have been
surprised how the surface of the cat’s tongue felt a lot like sandpaper. That is
because it is covered with tiny, backward-facing barbs (papillae) that create the
rough sensation when the cat licked you. Here are a few interesting facts about
those barbs:
• They make it easier for a cat to remove the meat from
the bones of its prey.
• They aid in grooming, as they collect dirt, debris and
loose hair from the cat’s fur when it grooms itself.
• They make it dangerous for the cat if it should get ahold of
yarn, string or tinsel in its mouth because the cat will
not be able to spit it out.
• The cat’s tongue has fewer taste buds than a human’s
and, in general, doesn’t have a taste for sweets.
• When a cat licks itself with its tongue it helps to keep
itself cool through evaporation.

Nancy has won a $40 gift certificate to
Foxfire Fixin’s restaurant in Marine City,
Michigan! (See restaurant ad on pages 16
and 17 of this issue.)

We now begin our 2018 contest and
for January, we are asking our readers
to identify what the object pictured
to the right is. Remember, go to
our website www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.

Good Luck!

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
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Advancing Employers | Enhancing Talent
Sandusky Service Center
Flint Service Center
Bad Axe Service Center
Lapeer Service Center
711 N. Saginaw St.
614 N. Port Crescent St.
550 Lake Dr.
575 W. Sanilac Rd.
810.233.5974
989.269.2311
810.664.1680
810.648.5800
Owosso Service Center
Fenton Service Center
Caro Service Center
4045 Owen Rd.
1975 W. Main St.
1184 Cleaver Rd.
810.215.2146
989.729.9599
989.673.8103
On this day
in 1891,
facilities open on
Ellis Island, New
York, to cope with
the vast flood of
immigrants coming
into the United
States.

On this day
in 1965, the
New York
Jets sign
quarterback
Joe
Namath.

On this day in
1981, Eli
Manning, of the New
York Giants (MVP of
Super Bowls XLII
and XLVI), is born in
New Orleans,
Louisiana.

On this day
in 1904, The
U.S. Supreme
Court decides in the
Gonzales v. Williams
case that Puerto
Ricans are not aliens
and can enter the
United States freely,
yet stops short of
awarding citizenship.

On this day
in 1982, a
Federal judge voids
a state law requiring
balanced classroom
treatment of
evolution and
creationism.

On this day
in 1919,
Theodore Roosevelt,
the 26th president of
the United States,
dies at the age of 60
in his home at
Sagamore Hill, New
York.

On this day
in 1934, six
thousand pastors in
Berlin defy the
Nazis, insisting that
they will not be
silenced.

On this day
in 1940,
Great Britain begins
rationing sugar,
meat and
butter.

On this day
in 1793, Jean
Pierre Blanchard
makes the first
balloon flight in
North America.

On this day in
2016, David
Bowie dies of cancer
at 69 years old.

On this day
in 1940,
Benjamin O. Davis,
Sr. becomes the U.S.
Army’s first black
general. His son
would later become
a general as well.

On this day
in 1858,
Emperor
Napoleon and
Empress Eugenie
escape unhurt after
an Italian assassin
throws a bomb at
their carriage as
they travel to the
Paris Opera.

On this day
in 1811, in a
secret session,
Congress plans to
annex Spanish East
Florida.

On this day
in 1909, one
of Ernest
Shackleton’s polar
exploration teams
reaches the
Magnetic South
Pole.

On this day
in 38 B.C.,
Roman Republican
leader Octavian,
later Augustus, 1st
Roman Emperor,
marries Livia
Drusilla.

On this day
in 1836, Jim
Bowie arrives at the
Alamo to assist its
Texas defenders.

On this day
in 1923, the
French announce
the invention of a
new gun that has a
firing range of 56
miles.

On this day
in 1946,
France’s Charles de
Gaulle hands in his
resignation.

On this day
in 1903, The
Wizard of Oz musical
premieres
in New
York City.

On this day
in 1813,
during the War of
1812, British forces
under Henry Proctor
defeat a U.S.
contingent planning
an attack on Fort
Detroit.

On this day in
1964, the 24th
Amendment to the
United States
Constitution,
prohibiting the use
of poll taxes in
national elections,
is ratified.

On this day
in 1848, gold
is discovered
by James Wilson
Marshall at his
partner Johann
August Sutter’s
sawmill on the South
Fork of the American
River, near Coloma,
California.

On this day
in 1956,
Khrushchev says
that he believes that
Eisenhower is
sincere in his efforts
to abolish war.

On this day
in 1838,
Tennessee becomes
the 1st state to prohibit
alcohol.

On this day
in 1959,
NASA selects 110
candidates for the
first U.S. space
flight.

On this day
in 1807,
London's Pall Mall
becomes the first
street of any city to
be illuminated by
gaslight.

On this day
in 1950, riots
break out in
Johannesburg,
South Africa, over
the policy of
Apartheid.

On this day
in 1973, KISS
plays their 1st show
at the Coventry Club
in Queens, New York.

On this day
in 1992, ABC
Sportscaster Howard
Cosell
retires.

What Happened On This Day In History?

On this day
On this day
in 1915, the U.S.
in 1695,
Congress establishes
author and poet
Rocky Mountain
Jonathan Swift is
National Park.
ordained an Anglican
priest in Ireland.

January

January 2018		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

Page 5

Please call the number below. Only a limited number of appointments are available. Call today!

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at

United Construction

888-530-3426

Specialist in Energy-Efficient, Custom Modular & Site-Built Homes

Modular Homes
Have Come a
Long Way.

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

freepik.com

• Our Homes Heat
for 80% LESS
• One Contractor
from Start to Finish
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WYANDOTTE, Continued from Page 1 from 1836 until 1848. Biddle was born to a not being designed correctly for producing iron, the other issue involved the fuel
prominent family in Philadelphia in 1792 – his
father was the Vice President of Pennsylvania during the Revolutionary War and his
uncle Nicholas Biddle was President of the United States Bank. During the War of
1812, John was promoted to major before becoming the commander in Detroit at Fort
Shelby. Following his time in the Army, Biddle worked as a Native American agent in
the Green Bay area in 1821. John soon started his career in politics, which stretched
over decades and included numerous job titles, many of which dealt with land holdings
in the area. He became the Associate Justice of County Court in 1820, and he also
obtained the title of Brown County Commissioner and Judge of Probate shortly after
that.
This was just the beginning of his positions in public affairs. From 1823 to 1837,
Biddle accepted the job in the Detroit area as the Register of the Land Office, which
made him responsible for selling property to settlers. A few years after he began that
job, he was elected as the Mayor of Detroit, which only lasted for one year beginning
in 1827. From 1829 until 1831, Biddle took on the task of being the Territorial
Delegate to Congress for the entire state before joining the Constitutional Convention
and becoming the President of the State Constitutional Convention – one of his last
ventures was a representative for the State Legislature in 1841. Other non-political
positions he filled during his life were a trustee for the University of Michigan, as well
as accepting the position of president of the railroad company that eventually became
the Michigan Central Railroad. After coming to the realization that farming wasn’t for
him, Biddle and his wife decided to sell their farm and move back to his hometown in
Philadelphia.
Several years later the Biddle land was purchased by Captain Eber Ward. Philip
Thurber is credited for the sparking of Captain Ward’s interest in the property after
Thurber was informed of recently discovered deposits of iron ore in the Upper
Peninsula. Ward, who was Michigan’s first millionaire, was no stranger to backing
newly formed companies and he decided to do just that for the Eureka Iron Works.
Captain Eber Brock Ward purchased the land and home from the Biddle’s in 1853, for
the sum of $44,000. The house that was located on the property was used as a carriage
stop for those working in the village until a fire destroyed a section of the residence
in 1860 – it was moved in 1896, to its current location at 2114 Biddle Avenue. They
decided on Biddle’s property because of the vast amount of timber it held, as well as
its close proximity to the Detroit River for
shipping. The iron ore would be shipped
down state to Wyandotte in order to
be smelted in the company’s massive
furnaces, which produced 10 tons of
iron a day, but improvements later raised
production to 60 tons. Approximately a
decade after purchasing the plot of land, the
Eureka Iron Company made history when
it became the first enterprise in the world
to use the Bessemer Process to produce
iron commercially. This newly discovered
process infused the smelting iron with
oxygen, which removed a majority of
the impurities, making it much stronger
– by 1865, Eureka Iron Company began
producing the first Bessemer iron rails.
With this new process of making higher
quality steel, the business quickly paved
the way for steel production in the
country.
Captain Ward’s new venture
continued to prosper throughout the
1860s, but the 1870s brought a decline
caused by multiple issues. Meanwhile,
the new factory brought a great deal of
people to Wyandotte, which caused the
population to surge to 1,700 people by
1860. With the mass influx of residents,
the village of Wyandotte officially
became a city on April 8, 1867. Aside
from the major mistake of the grounds
Eureka Iron Works

used to run the massive machinery. While the forests dotting the land were vast when
Ward first purchased it in 1853, the factory demanded 50,000 cords of wood per year,
which quickly depleted the land
of its fuel source – after all the
timber was gone, charcoal had
to be shipped in from farther
away, which increased the cost
of production. Soon the market
began to favor steel, which
caused the demand for iron to
decrease. The final blow to the
Eureka Iron Company took place
on June 1, 1888, when the entire
facility felt a loud blast following
a boiler explosion. While it is
assumed little production took
place after this tragedy, the
company didn’t officially close
until 1892, after which the facility
was dismantled. After the plant
closed, Ward shifted all of his iron
production to Chicago.
Although the business didn’t
survive through the end of
Explosion at the Eureka Iron Works
the 19th century, its impact
remained for decades, giving way to
numerous companies that prospered
for many years to come. One of
the first entrepreneurs to notice
the opportunities the Eureka Iron
Company brought to the area was
Henry Ford. It is said that a major
reason Ford was able to mass produce
automobiles on his state-of-the-art
assembly lines was due to the mass
amount of iron produced locally.
Another business that profited from
the iron manufacturing was the stove
companies, including the Regeant
Stove Company in Wyandotte,
which brought countless jobs to the
flourishing city.
Eureka Iron Works Map (from the collections of the
Wyandotte Museums)
After the closing of the Eureka
Iron Company, it wasn’t long before another capitalist brought a new business idea
to occupy the now vacant land. After learning of a salt bed that resided below the
streets of Wyandotte, Captain John Baptise Ford purchased the property from the
previously failed company and began constructing his own facility to use the salt to
make soda ash for plate glass – he was given the title of captain after his endeavor in
shipbuilding in Indiana. Created in 1894, Ford formed the Michigan Alkali Company,
which also produced lye and baking soda, in addition to the soda ash. At this time in
the United States, soda ash was rarely produced in the country, but instead it was most
often imported from England or Belgium. This allowed Ford to supply the ingredients
needed to make plate glass locally, and because it was much cheaper than importing
it from overseas, his venture was very successful. While Ford was an entrepreneur his
entire life, a long string of unfortunate investments left him with nothing in his 70s –
discouraged but not ready to give up, his new company finally achieved the success he
had been searching for since he was a teenager.
John Baptise Ford passed away on May 1, 1903, in Tarentum, Pennsylvania – a
story ran in the Detroit Free Press the following day crediting Ford with the fact that
Wyandotte owes its prosperity in great part to his industry. Ford’s legacy continued on
after his death, and in the 1940s, the company he created changed its name to Wyandotte
Chemical Company, which still exists today producing cleaners and detergents. As a
result of the influential businesses of Captain Ward and John Ford, people flocked to the
area, which brought Wyandotte to its peak population of 43,000 in 1960.
All photos featured in this article are courtesy of the collections of the Wyandotte Museums.
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OPTIMAL LIGHT THERAPY
Melt That Fat Away
“The Non-Invasive Alternative to Liposuction”

* Lose 3-10 inches in 3 weeks!
* No Pain
* No Surgery
* No Downtime
* Results are seen often same day

Are You at Your Ideal Weight?
WE CAN HELP YOU GET THERE!

Dr. Christopher J. Zimmer, D.C.
PORT HURON LOCATION 610 Minnie St.
(810) 987-7500 | By Appointment Only
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HAS BEEN SHOWN
TO HELP WITH:
- Cellulite
- Stretch Marks
- Wrinkles

$

FORD F-150
XLT SUPERCREW
4X4 V8 LOADED

(810) 637-5757

Used Car Sales Manager

Sales Specialist

ED
THOMS
Sales Specialist

$

26,987*

14,987*

FORD FUSION
SE LOADED SHARP

2011

CHEVROLET
EQUINOX

AWD LTZ LEATHER,
MOON & NAV

$

14,987*

OUR PRE-OWNED SELECTION IS ONE OF THE LARGEST IN MICHIGAN

1200 S. CARNEY DR. HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm | TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm | SAT. 10am-2pm
ST. CLAIR, MI 48079 Visit Us Online at BillMacDonaldFord.net

Oil Change Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off Battery Test
Filter Check Most Cars up to 5 qts.

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/18

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

with Additional Pothole Inspection

-

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/18

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/18

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/18
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765-4966
62nd Annual Winter Festival (810)
www.perchpoint.org
7930 Meisner Rd.

(and palms),

casco, twp., mi 48064

Fri., Jan. 12th · Sat., Jan. 13th

FRIDAY - 1/12/17

4 p.m.
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
7 p.m. - ?
8:00 p.m. - 1 a.m.
9:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Doors Open with Full Bar
3 pc. Fish Dinners - $7
Horse Racing
Pizza by the Slice (while it lasts)
50/50 Drawings
Doors Close

Fishing Contest Details on Website
WWW.PERCHPOINT.ORG
Registration Forms at Local Bait Shops

SATURDAY and SUNDAY
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

freepik.com

11 a.m.
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Doors Open with Full Bar
Sensational 6 Gun Raffle
ticket sale
Kid’s Zone & Face Painting
EXOTIC ZOO ($2 admission)

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,
3 p.m., & 4:30 p.m. featuring a monkey & much more!
After 2 p.m.
Fishing Contest Entries
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

EXOTIC ZOO
Free general admission
free parking

SATURDAY - 1/13/17

(Pre-registration required)

Meet the Superheroes
Superman, Supergirl,
Spiderman & Wonder Woman

Free Snow Rides

(weather permitting)

12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
12 p.m. - 1 a.m.
9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
1 a.m.

Face Painting
3 pc. Fish Dinners - $7
and Short Order Menu
50/50 Drawings
Jimmy Allen
Doors Close

A Mission for
Every Dollar

By Patricia Cosner Kubic,

The first few weeks of January are
filled with questions. Most commonly,
people are mulling over the idea of
making a radical change in the form
of a resolution. Or, maybe some are
considering a less drastic modification
shaped more like a hopeful promise.
But instead of looking inward about
things that bother us about ourselves,
maybe we could look outside ourselves.
We could think about something that
we touch on most days and think about
every day. And, on some days we think
about this thing more than once: our
money. How do we really, honestly
feel about our money? Does it lull us to
sleep in security or give us nightmares?
To help us answer that question, we
have to determine the purpose of our
money.
First things first. Other than health,
money may be the most emotional

ThumbPrint News Columnist

topic we face. What if we don’t have
enough? What if it stops coming?
Everybody is demanding our money
and most of the time those demands
come with deadlines which can put us
on the train to Freakout Town.
After the stack of essential invoices
are paid, things can really heat up
because we all want fun things. Who
doesn’t? We all work hard; we all need
to be rewarded. And included in the list
of hard workers are folks who never,
ever see a paycheck, including stay-athome parents, precious, what-wouldwe-do-without-you volunteers and
even those who help their dear parents.
Everybody wants some sort of shiny
payoff for plowing through their days,
day in and day out.
But how do we make that happen?
We could try one of the many online
budgeting tools. We could make our

· Sun., Jan. 14th
SUNDAY - 1/14/17

11 a.m.
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Doors Open
Kid’s Zone
3 pc. Fish Dinners - $7
and Short Order Menu
Full Bar & 50/50 Drawings
EXOTIC ZOO ($2 admission)

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,
3 p.m., & 4:30 p.m. featuring a monkey & much more!
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Magician and Face Painting
Meet the Superheros
Free Snow Rides
2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Sensational 6 Raffle Drawing
4 p.m.
Fishing Contest “ Winners”
5 p.m.
Doors Close

Sensational 6 Gun Raffle
$10 Donation - Only 1,000 Raffle Tickets Sold

1st: Kimber K-6 357/38 Revolver 2nd: Kel Tec PMR 30 - Pistol
3rd: Ruger 450 Bushmaster Rifle 4th: Weatherby Camilla 308 Rifle
5th: Henry Big Boy 44 Mag Rifle 6th: Savage 555 Over/Under Shotgun
***Must have a clean record to buy ticket***

own spreadsheets. Or, we could pull
out that yellow legal pad and hand write
a plan, if that’s where our comfort level
is.
Regardless if you click, type or write,
you are asking the same question:
What is the purpose of my money?
Most of us get money from a variety of
sources, so instead of just developing a
budget, think about the purpose you are
assigning to every dollar. Money needs
a purpose because it is fluid; you have
to tell it where to go. For instance, it
moves from a company that landed a big
account, to a paycheck, to a waitstaff’s
tip, to that server’s rent check. It is up
to us to push the money in the right
direction; in other words, give those
dollars an assignment.
Even if you think this is a ludicrous
idea and just another way to develop
a budget, which is a common January
activity, you might be surprised how
far reaching this approach can be. The
idea of assigning a mission to your
dollars can also be used on your savings
account, retirement accounts and even
your Christmas club!
One big payoff of assigning a purpose
to every dollar is that you feel more
relaxed. There is a palpable difference
between developing a budget and
assigning a reason for every dollar. One

feels like a basic plan, the other feels
like duty – something that makes you
stand up straight and take note.
And when you finish those
assignments, you are less likely to feel
the world leaning on your back when
the car repair shop requests payment.
A probable bonus is that you and your
spouse might avoid days of awkward
silence after “discussing” how to pay
for the car repair. What you are really
doing is quieting that dark question:
“What if?” Aren’t you tired of that
question screaming in your ear like a
cranky toddler on the world’s longest
plane ride?
At some point, the hard work of
giving purpose to your dollars will
pay off, and you’ll notice extra dollars
– hopefully, at some point, lots of
extra dollars. That’s when the fun gets
kicked up more than a few notches.
You can freely, without hesitation, buy
more sparkly things. You can donate
some of your dollars with glee and not
obligation. The white knuckle grip on
all your dollars is gone because you
directed the flow of your money. You
gave your money a mission and, before
you know it, you fulfilled a purposeful
resolution.

You can reach Patricia by emailing her at
pckubic@gmail.com.
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In Childhood's
Happy Hours

Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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BOOK RELEASE
Groundbreaking research clarifies and reveals
the untold truth about southeast Michigan’s
extraordinary Indian history and culture.

AMAZING ~ IN DEPTH ~ SOLID
OTTISSIPPI is the riveting
collection of Anishinabe history,
including early writings,
interviews and modern writers.
After digging for information for three
months, the author realized this history
had not been compiled and written. She
began deciphering the great puzzle, the
shocking truth, of the many tribes
connected to Michigan, the Great Lakes
and the Northwest Territory.

A REFERENCE TREASURY!
This book is a
very important contribution
to education and history!

Visit bit.ly/morganottissippi
Creating Bright Smiles through Quality Care in a Friendly Atmosphere!

K. Donald Jackson, DDS
25+ Years of Experience

Call for an appointment today!
Introductory Offer for New Patients!

.

Specialized Full Service
“The poems and accompanying photos, all from 1924, feature three sisters: Eileen,
Geraldine and Lucille (my mother). Lucille was seven years of age at the time the photos
were shot. Eileen and Geraldine were born in New Haven, Macomb County. Lucille was
born in New Baltimore, Macomb County. I was named Gerald after my Aunt Geraldine
because I was born on the day of her wedding, December 28, 1940.
“The girl’s parents were Frances and Adolph Reiter. Adolph, for a time, ran the interurban
railroad power house in New Baltimore, during which time the family lived at 35955 Main
Street in that city. The setting for the poems and photos is their subsequent residence at 4695
Lenox Street on the east side of Detroit. (Later, they farmed on Walker Road in Sanilac
County and retired to a home in Port Sanilac.) Their Lenox Street next-door neighbor shot
photos of the girls at play and wrote the corresponding poems. Unfortunately, his identity
is lost to history.”
Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint News the right to publish these poems and
photos. We will be printing them each month until we run out! However, they will not
necessarily be used in the order in which they were written.

Same Day Emergency Care
General Dentistry
Exclusively Mercury-Free Fillings
Braces for Adults & Children
Cosmetic Dentistry
Oral Implants
Laser Dentistry
Headache & TMJ Treatment
Sleep Apnea & Snoring Treatment

Teeth Whitening

After recommended
treatment is
complete

FREE

(You Save
$360)

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 01/31/18

Introductory Offer for New Patients!

Initial Exam & X-Rays
$
00 (You$180)Save

50

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 01/31/18

Braces for Adults & Children

Call 810-329-7440 FREE
1980 Fred Moore Highway
St. Clair, MI 48079

(You Save
$475)

Workup & Consultation

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 01/31/18
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Come to Canada
WATERFRONT
ESTATE LOTS

On the beautiful St. Clair River. Park your boat
out front. Enjoy ship watching, fishing & nature
right at your doorstep.
Just 2 minutes from Sombra / Marine City ferry.
BF Environmental Consultants Ltd. 519-892-3254 | Cell: 519-331-3377
Kijiji Ad ID 1301122366

3 GREAT

Port Huron
2422 Lapeer
810-985-9100
Marine City
Marysville
260 S. Parker 782 Huron Blvd.
810-765-4900 810-364-4650
Locations

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

AFFORDABLE FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

Ed Bickley

Fax (586) 725-7112

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

MIKE’S Hauling

RUST CONTROL

6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450

(810) 359-7880

krown.com

Happy
New
Year!

ANCHOR BAY SCUBA
586-725-1991
8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023

anchorbayscuba.com

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

(586) 725-7107

Free Pool Access
Super 8, Marysville

2018
hApPy nEw yEaR

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

designed by freepik.com

Anchor

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK

January 2018

ABC

Home &
Commercial
Services

810-794-5678

STOP

bED BUGS
FROM
C R AW L I N g
INTO YOUR
BED
Licensed and Insured
abcbees.com ~ abcbees@comcast.net

SAVE K ,
BAC
YOUR NDS
E
WEEK
AND
DS
FRIEN

586-531-3103

IF
YOU D
O
WANT N’T
IT
WE’LL
HAUL
IT

GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE / FLOOD
DAMAGE, PROPERTY CLEARING AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Joe - Fix - It
Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

Contractor quality,
handyman prices.

Senior Discounts!
OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057

call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

have your business seen by Thousands of readers!
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(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

For Sale
FANTASTIC DEAL! FOR SALE! YOU FINISH
– QUALITY BRICK HOME, prime Macomb

Twp. many renovations completed. Situated on
(+/-) 2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th bedroom and
3rd bathroom. Price includes / You install new
cherry kitchen cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior doors, trims,
etc. Reduced by $40,000 to $129,900 FIRM for
quick sale. Call (586) 306-9440.

TWO ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILES AND
TRAILER. 2001 ZR - 800 EFI, 2-cyclinder and

new battery. 2003 Firecat - 700 EFI. Both like new.
2-Place Inline covered trailer, good condition with
new tires. Call (810) 648-4165.

Tile Work
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Wanted to Buy

WILL PAY: Cash for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

BUYING, SELLING AND BROKERING:

Used metalworking machinery. CNC or manual.
One machine or entire plant. Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new installation

for backsplash, floors and bathrooms. Re-caulking
showers and tubs. HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For
estimate call Rick at (810) 599-4630.

For Rent
Free
Estimates
FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured

Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates starting

at $407 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet,
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 648-6168.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69. Call Judy
at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC,

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY
We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

AT HOME!
!

ONLY $2 AN ISSUE

6 MONTHS FOR $12

START MY SUBSCRIPTION:
12 MONTHS FOR $24

Call
(810) 794-2300
to order over
the phone!
MONTH

YEAR

___ MONTHS FOR $____

& let us know what you have.

or text Steve at (248) 245-7845.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will
travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Call (586) 727-3697
or email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF AUTO
PARTS. Make REICHLE your FIRST CALL for OEM

Replacement auto parts. Fenders, hoods, doors,
trans, motors, patch panels and much more. Open
Mon. - Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697 or
(810) 858-1371.

Help Wanted

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697
or email richmondcycle@frontier.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your home.
(586) 759-3700. www.aarocompanies.com.

LOOKING FOR: Annalee Dolls,
Hallmark Ornaments,
Feather Trees & More!

Call 810-614-8034

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA
SIGNS. Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call

HOPE SENIOR APARTMENTS,
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MAIL PAYMENTS TO: 8061 Marsh Rd. Clay, MI.

48001

part-time maintenance for senior apartments.
Retirees welcome. 210 West Drahner, Oxford,
Michigan. Call (248) 628-7676

15

$

&
up

Call Today!
( 810 ) 794-2300
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Ring in the New Year
with a brand new
DIMENSION ONE SPA®

POOL & SPA

SPAS

starting at

$4,995

ars ~ Licensed and Insu
re d
44 Ye

Winter Tanning Specials
Unlimited Hex
$
50 1 Month
Students $5 Off

38

*Per Package

MON. - SAT. 12 P.M. - 8 P.M. – SUNDAY CLOSED
VISIT US ONLINE AT LENSPOOLANDSPA.COM

-

10

$

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450
Phone: (810) 359-2200
www.villagepublexington.com

cover

50/50
RAFFLE

LIVE - LOCAL
ENTERTAINMENT

SILENT
AUCTION
All fundraising proceeds will be donated to support:
Hometown Heroes Community Banner Project

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Riley Black - (810) 712-8133
Todd Wurmlinger - (810) 712-0263
Shane Brockett - (810) 841-8773

PLEASE MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS PAYABLE:
Croswell Lexington High School
Attn.: Student Council VA Beneﬁt
5461 Peck Rd., Croswell, MI 48422

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

ing
Financ !
le
Availab

7210 LAKESHORE RD. • LAKEPORT, MI 48059

F inancial S tability
for the

N ew Y ear

Melanie Duquesnel

The new year is here and with that comes new resolutions. While some wish for health and
prosperity in the new year, others are just hoping to recover from the exhaustion on both your
body and your bank account.
While everyone is in the holiday spirit, the cost of everything, from presents and parties
to travel, can sometimes slip our minds. When the harsh reality of those purchases sets in,
instead of dwelling on it, move forward with a plan that can help you save money and still
enjoy the beginning of the year.
With the holidays over and the impending bank statements beginning to roll in, Better
Business Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan offers tips to recover financially from seasonal
overspending.
Develop a Plan – Before you begin paying off any bill, it is important to develop a plan
for paying down debt as quickly as possible without dipping into emergency savings or
borrowing money. There are plenty of great online resources that help monitor money and
get your budget in line.
Put Your Credit Cards Away – In an effort to avoid creating more debt, put credit cards away
and out of your wallet to avoid the temptation of using them. Some credit card companies
allow their customers to freeze their card temporarily, which helps dissuade them from
using the cards, as well.
Pay Extra Whenever You Can – When repaying debt and trying to regain financial stability,
it is always best if you can pay more than the monthly minimum due. This will help you
reduce the debt more quickly and minimize interest charges.
Stay Out of the Stores (Online and In-Person) – When facing a post-holiday debt situation,
avoid going to the mall or shopping online. One of the easiest ways to help curb online
shopping is to unsubscribe from email lists, which often advertise tempting sales and deals
after the holiday season.
Return Anything You Didn’t Use/Unwanted Gifts – Take an inventory of the items you
bought for the holidays that you didn’t end up using (paper plates, tree decorations, etc.), or
if you received a gift that you can return without hurting anyone’s feelings, then go ahead
and return the item. When you return an item you bought with your credit card, the credit
will be issued to the card, reducing the balance. When you return an unwanted gift, you’re
gaining some much-needed cash you didn’t have on hand before, which you may need for
paying your bills.
Seeking Professional Help – Sometimes this type of situation can use a little professional
help. Always do your homework before you select the right partner. Use BBB.org to find
the right credit counselor or financial planner.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and
promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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Vocabulary Voyage
By Ralph McKinch,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

We continue our quest for new words to increase our vocabulary. Why? A good
vocabulary makes communication simpler and allows us to be better understood, and
in the words of Albert Einstein, “Once you stop learning, you start dying.”
We would love for our readers to submit some of their favorite words.

turpitude [tur-PI-tude]

A noun meaning inherent baseness: depravity
or wickedness; also a base act. Example:
Being difficult to wake up is not a sign of
moral turpitude.

10% off Full-Year

SUPER MAINTENANCE PLAN!*
HEATING &
Commercial & Residential
COOLING, INC. Immediate Service

within 4 hours or
less in most cases!

$200 off Installations
on new equipment*
Financing
Available

11000

$

On Call and After Hours
Emergency Service

1-800-770-9903

www.superiorheatcoolgeo.com

brumation [bru-MA-tion]

A noun meaning a state or conditon of
semi-dormancy (exhibited by reptiles and
amphibians) in response to cold weather,
characterized by lethargy and a decrease
in metabolic activity. Example: Reptiles
generally begin brumation in late autumn.

For future Vocabulary Voyage columns, we would love to have words
submitted by our readers. If you have suggestions, please email the word(s)
and meaning(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net, along with
your first and last name and the city of your residence. Emails not containing
all the requested information will not be considered.

Page 13

Since 1993

1-586-727-7753

apricity [a-PRIS-i-tee]

A noun meaning warmth of the sun
(in winter); basking in the sun. Example:
As he stood in the sunshine, apricity began
to cover him like a wool sweater.

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!

8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI 48063
*Not to be combined with other offers.

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

Winter Pumps are Possible
Call us!
We can help
you flush again.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiser vice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039

WE
LOVE
SMILING
FACES

All Shind

Bring your friends, fami
We‚re always servin‚
You can even

Order off

JA

Old-

Accommodations for up to 100
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL 2PM

SUN
7AM - 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

FRIKITCHEN
7:30AM
- 11PM
CLOSES AT 10PM

Reservations Highly Recommended!
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

MON - THURS
7:30AM - 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

SAT
7AM - 11PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM

~ Lasagna
~ Stuff
~
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See Our Full Menu at

www.foxfirefixins.com

at (810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

Good
Great Food!
Fun A Variety!
tmosp
here!

digs, Festivities and Soirees Welcome!

ily, club members, co-workers or guests to our unique, unusual and eclectic gathering place.
up FUN FOOD, making us a great place for all your celebrations and get-togethers.
n bring your own cake and table decorations at no extra charge, or enjoy some of
our HOMEMADE DESSERTS.
f the menu or call ahead for a more limited menu to fit your budget.

ANUARY SPECIALS ONLY 7.99

EA

-Fashioned, Homemade Redneck Fusion Dinners - Served between 3PM & 6PM

a w/Garlic Bread ~
fed Cabbage ~
Goulash ~
Served with choice
of soup or salad

~ Sweet & Sour Chicken ~
~ Sweet & Sour Pork ~
~ Almond Chicken ~
Served with Foxfire’s own Pork Roll
and one-wonton soup

Yummy Crab Rangoon Appetizer
only 3.99
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This complete water softener
courtesy check includes:

• Test water • Check brine tank
• Check for proper operation • Adjust all settings

*

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Any required parts and additional labor are not included
in the inspection. Offer valid until 1-31-2018

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

. CO

M

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

PIK

“What shapes our lives are the questions we ask, refuse to ask or never think to ask.”
					
– Sam Keen
Higher awareness is truly more about the questions than the answers. When we have the
propensity for raising awareness by “thinking about what we think about” – we expand our
mind by questioning the underlying reasons of why we think in such a manner. But this is
easier said than done. Often times we kid ourselves into believing we are looking from a
raised and objective standpoint … yet we are still stuck in the myriad pool of our limiting
thoughts, biases and habitual patterns. It is difficult for most to take a good hard look in the
mirror, recognize our weaknesses and let fresh perspectives in. Many times what gets in the
way is our preoccupation for being right, and then trying to justify our stances and roles in
doing so, all the while keeping proportionate accountability in the far distance.
As children, we are wired to fit into many predisposed models. Schools teach us what
we will learn and how we’ll learn it. Religion teaches us that we need a middleman to get
within the good graces of God. Parents try to teach us in the ways they believe based upon
their upbringing. Society lays the behavioral framework that is based more on the herd
mentality than that of the unique and intended individual. But, when we become adults, we
have the opportunity (and obligation) to question the basis and correctness for all the preprogramming that has occurred during our lives. And from this questioning, we have the
choice to decide on that which no longer serves us. This is the act of rising above the noise,
above the influences, and separating the wheat from the chaff.
Questioning doesn’t mean we flush everything we have learned down the toilet, but it
does mean that some “unlearning” is most likely required. Growing up (not down) is our
opportunity to rewire ourselves so that we better support our unique self and that of our
divine purpose. Being our meant self is a selfless act – not a selfish one. It is a harder path
– not an easier one. It takes strength and courage to break those bonds that no longer serve
us, whether it is losing old habits, routines, preferences or even friends and family … as this
is a normal growth transition in the path toward higher awareness. After all, you no longer
attract those energies that now get in your way. It is through the continued alignment with
your intended self, that you best serve yourself and the world.
Your ability and art for questioning will dictate whether the fabric of your life is woven
openly or jaded and closed, one that is plain or one that is multi-dimensional. A shallow
life filled with blame, a victim mentality, or one where our finger points to everything but
us, is a sure-fire signal that our thoughts are mired at a low level of energy. A life filled
with owning up and applying resultant lessons learned is a strong indicator that raised
perspectives are involved. True higher awareness means that our questions drive change …
not all the reasons for staying the same. In staying the same, what we’re truly saying is that
we think we know “enough”, or that we have little desire for further learning and growth.
So what are some of the ways we can begin developing better skills with the art of
questioning?
■ Start simply. Your brain loves to play when the questions are simple. Big questions
trigger fear and shut down the cortex, the thinking part of the brain.
■ Small questions can connect and lead to bigger answers. The idea isn’t just to stay
small, but to not overwhelm yourself to the point where you stop asking because of
frustration and inability to answer.
■ Repetition. The brain’s hippocampus relies on repetition as its main criterion for
storage and retention. So by asking the same questions over and over, you force your
brain to pay attention and start working on answers.
■ Give yourself time. Whether you realize it or not, your subconscious mind is always
going. Like the background music that you hear so often, you forget it’s playing.
By giving yourself time, you create the opportunity for your subconscious to figure
things out.
■ Think beyond conformity and think outside the box. Even if you don’t put much
merit in it, sometimes just the act of placing a thought past your paradigms may
plant a seed that sprouts a fresh new perspective. You never know where the rings
from a pebble thrown in different waters may reach…
■ Start with an area of your life that is bringing you discomfort or pain. What is it
specifically that is causing you this grief? If there are several components, break
them down and only think about and question one at a time.
■ If you had a different perspective, how could you have a happier and calmer life?
Remember, it is only you that controls your responses to any given stimuli. Blaming

• Inspect ANY BRAND water softener

EE

By John Vincent Senkus,

KINETICO WANTS TO INSPECT YOUR WATER SOFTENER FOR ONLY $39.95!

FR

The New Math of Relationship
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CLOGGED CLWEAINNTER GUTTER
ING SPEC
IALS
GUTTERS
GOING ON
NOW!
CAUSE ROOF
DAMAGE!
Freezing rain and snow combined
with clogged gutters will cause
ice and debris build-up which will
lead to gutter and roof damage!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
others, a situation or a circumstance only takes your power away from you, because
you now just handed it over to someone or something else! Being a bottle in the
water is easy, but it never moves you in a growing direction.
■ How can you respond positively to something that you have a negative history with?
What is your role and how are you enabling this adverse result? Since life has a way
of continuously throwing the lessons we haven’t learned right back into our laps, it
is wise to become aware of poor and hurtful patterns. These are the lessons where a
change in perception is probably required.
■ How can you distance yourself and detach from an outcome? Too often, the ego
makes us place importance on things that in the end really don’t matter.
There are reasons for the way you think – for your opinions, beliefs and outlooks, and
for both your actions and inactions. To understand them and to better align yourself in the
process, all that’s required is one simple and fundamental starting point: Question why!
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any questions or
comments, please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will take a look at how small thoughts can lead to big and positive
changes.
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Governor s Mansion
has Never Housed a Govenor

MARITIME
TRIVIA

Marshall, Michigan

Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

Congratulations to Kevin Grand
of Armada, Michigan, for correctly
answering question #49. Be the
first to correctly answer question
#50 and you could win a
J. Clary collector print!

Question #49

What were the names of
Gar Wood’s mascots?

Answer to #49:
Teddy & Bruin

Maritime Trivia
Question #50

What was the nickname
sailors gave for the great
white shark?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

began preparing
for the huge
announcement.
To get ready
for this revelation, which
would ensure the town of
Marshall would flourish
for years to come, a large
area on the south side of
the city was set aside and
James Wright Gordon
named Capitol Hill, which
was contained in a larger sectioned dubbed Capitol
Square. Residents were so sure that Marshall would
be the heart of the state that they decided the capitol
building would face Marshall Avenue.
In anticipation for the location of the states’
capital, Gordon purchased a plot of land from Sidney
Ketchum in the summer of 1839. Gordon wasted no
time and quickly began building a large home on his
newly acquired plot, which was completed the same
year – ever since the residence was finished, it has
been referred to as the Governor’s Mansion. The
building was constructed with two separate living
quarters, one for the live-in servants, while the other
was for the family. Trying to expand his political
career, James Gordon ran for lieutenant governor
for Michigan in 1840, which he won. Shortly after
getting the position, Governor Woodbridge left
his position for a seat in the Senate, which made
Gordon the states’ third governor, which lasted until
the beginning of 1842. While working in Brazil as

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer
and Field Reporter

W

ith a name like the Governor’s Mansion,
one would expect the building to have an
extensive history of Michigan dignitaries occupying
the residence. While this may be true in most cases,
a building in Marshall has a much different story.
The city of Marshall was founded by Sidney
Ketchum of New York in 1830. Ketchum chose
the site because of its proximity to the Kalamazoo
River and Rice Creek, which would give it all of
the natural resources needed to make the town a
booming industrial center. With hopes of making
the area the heart of politics in Michigan, he began
recruiting people to settle in the city – the name
Marshall was given in honor of Chief Justice John
Marshall, who was on the U.S. Supreme Court. In the
early years of Michigan, there was talk throughout
the state that Marshall would become the states’
capital, while Jackson would receive the prison and
Ann Arbor would be the home to a university.
James Wright Gordon came to the town in its
formative years with the attraction of the area becoming
a potential political hotbed. While attending Harvard
University, Gordon spent some time as a professor
while he studied law. He chose to relocate to the
town in 1835, where he would open a law practice.
With rumors of Marshall becoming Michigan’s
new capital, residents of the newly-established area

01/07 - 01/08 Little River (Up to $80 pkg) Overnight $99
01/10 Wed Greektown (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
01/16 Tue Firekeepers (pkg $25) Daytrip $27
01/23 Tue Gun Lake Casino ($20 pkg) Daytrip $32
A Veteran Owned Company Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
01/24 Wed Greektown During Detroit Auto-Show (Up to $30 pkg) Daytrip $27
Available in All
Christmas Gifts
unburst Tours Denominations 01/25 Thu Saganing Casino ($25 pkg) Daytrip $32
Birthday
25 to 100
01/27 Sat VALOR Greektown (Up to $30 pkg) Group Daytrip $40
Gift
Certificates make fromplus
Anniversary
Special
Wedding
01/31 Wed Greektown (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
Great Presents and Gifts
Custom
Graduation
at Any Time for Any Occasion
Amounts
02/04 - 02/05 Four Winds Overnight (Up to $80 pkg) Overnight $135
02/10 Sat Greektown (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
Complete Trip,
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Tour & Cruise
02/11 - 02/13 Moutaineer Casino West Virginia (Up to $115 pkg) Overnight $185
are Completely Escorted Aboard
Details at:
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
www.sunbursttours.com 02/14 Wed Greektown (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
We also do Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call! 02/15 Thu Saganing Casino (Up to $25 pkg) Daytrip $32

2828 Monticello Dr.
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a United States Consul, Gordon passed away
after falling off a balcony on the second
story of a building on December 1,
1853. Several years passed, and still
no announcement was given as to
which city would become the home of
Michigan’s capital.
Finally in 1847, the state legislature
made a decision of the capital’s
location because of pressure from
potential cities. In a vote within the
House of Representatives, Marshall
won, but once it reached the Senate,
the town lost by one vote – Lansing
was chosen over Marshall because of
its central location in the state. While
the loss of hosting the capital was a
huge blow to the city, relief to the
economy came in the form of railroad
tracks in the 1840s. Unfortunately, this
resurgence only lasted until 1872, when the Michigan Central moved
the railroad depot to Jackson. This brought the town to a standstill,
with only two new roads being plotted in the next 50 years.
The Governor’s Mansion wasn’t occupied by the governor of
Michigan, but instead was home to many different families in the
area. There are many eerie stories that surround the residence, one of
which tells of a maid who fell down a set of stairs and passed away
in the home. Another rumor explains that during one of Michigan’s
many devastating fires, burn victims were brought to the Governor’s
Mansion, where they were treated by Dr. Hayden. Due to the extensive
injuries and lack of medical advances at the time, it is expected some
of the wounded passed away within the walls of this home. As a
result of the numerous unfortunate happenings taking place at the
Governor’s Mansion, rumors of spirits living on the property has
surrounded the home for years.
The mansion was given to the Daughters of the American Revolution
in 1967, and the paperwork was finalized two years later. Since then,
the group has done a great deal of improvements to the mansion,
which is now operated as a museum to ensure it stands the test of time.
More recently, due to the claims of strange occurrences, ghost hunting
tours have been held as a means to
cover some of the maintenance costs.
Members of the museum claim that
along with some other spirits, they
believe the maid who passed away
in the home remains on the premises,
as well as a young girl who is often
outside. The small door attached to
the servants’ room has been reported
Bedroom with door to maids' quarters
to open on its own and the bedding
in that room gets messed up quite
often. While conducting ghost
hunts, the teams have reported their
electronic devices often shut off
when they are nearly fully charged
and voices have been recorded
many times when attempting to
contact those who remain in the
home in the afterlife.
Maids' quarters
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Connecting
Residents to
Community
Resources during
Winter Months
*Two out of every three seniors do not receive the care they need.*
During the winter season, Lapeer Community Mental Health encourages
residents to be extra vigilant regarding seniors in their family and community.
Four out of five older adults suffer from at least one chronic health condition
and one in four experiences behavioral health problems. Neighbors, family
members and community residents often worry about senior citizens who seem
lonely, isolated and without support, but may be uncertain how they can help.
Seniors in Lapeer County who are over the age of 60 years of age may be
eligible for Senior Reach. Senior Reach is a home-based counseling and case
management service program. Senior Reach provides support for the wellbeing, independence and dignity of older adults. Services include counseling,
referrals to community resources, care management services and depression
screening and treatment.
Senior Reach also trains community members on how to make a referral
to Senior Reach. Anyone can contact our call center and make a referral,
including the following: employees of agencies, pharmacists, landlords, bank
clerks, hair stylists, physician’s offices, neighbors and family members. Senior
Reach is available to speak with any group who is interested in learning more
about identifying the needs of seniors in their lives.
To make a referral, simply call the Senior Reach office and give us the name,
address and phone number of the Lapeer County resident (over the age of 60)
who may need assistance. Our Senior Reach Specialist will then call and talk
to the senior to determine need and willingness for assistance. The referrals
can be anonymous and the senior has the right to refuse services. All services
are provided in the home of the senior.
Senior Reach is available to any senior who is having some mild to moderate
symptoms of depression, anxiety, grief, or loneliness or who needs some help
accessing resources. We cannot presently serve persons living in assisted
living or group homes or who have moderate to severe dementia (although
we can help the caregiver who is over 60). There is no income requirement
or co-pay. Generous grant funds received from the Health Endowment Fund
presently cover the services, so there is no charge to the senior. Donations are
always accepted.
Visit our website at lapeercmh.org or call (810) 245-8781 for more
information.
The Michigan Health Endowment Fund works to improve the health and
wellness of Michigan residents and reduce the cost of healthcare, with a special
focus on children and seniors. More information about the Health Fund can be
found at mhealthfund.com.
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Presents

Healthy Aging Series for Area Seniors

Lake Huron Medical Center (LHMC) provides innovative approaches to caring
for the health and well-being of our area’s senior population. From providing
senior care in our Emergency Department to offering a full range of educational
and social programs and support groups, seniors can be confident of the expert
care they will receive at Lake Huron Medical Center
Beginning in January 2018, LHMC will host six Healthy Aging programs.
The Healthy Aging series offers local seniors engaging social opportunities
while learning about a variety of topics that help reduce stress, foster healthy
relationships, improve safety and promote independence as we age. Healthy
Aging events are held at 2:00 p.m. in the Lake Huron Medical Center Lighthouse
Café. Seniors age 55 and older are invited to attend the Healthy Aging seminars
at no cost.
The 2018 program series includes:
January 17 – Having Fun in the New Year
February 21 – Add Spice for Good Health
March 21 – Emotional Wellness
April 18 – Estate Planning: Is Your Paperwork in Order?
May 16 – Is This Normal?
June 20 – Stay Safely Connected
Lake Huron Medical Center is proud to present the Healthy Aging series that
promotes safety and supports independence for our area seniors. To learn more
about this program or other senior services offered through Lake Huron Medical
Center, please call (810) 216-1035.
For more information on the programs and services offered through Lake
Huron Medical Center, please visit www.mylakehuron.com.
About Lake Huron Medical Center and Lake Huron Foundation:
Lake Huron Medical Center is a 144-bed community hospital that provides a wide range of
inpatient and outpatient health care services to residents of St. Clair and Sanilac counties
including emergency, cancer and comprehensive breast care, bariatric surgery, physical
therapy and rehabilitation services, pulmonary rehabilitation and specialized diabetes
programs. Lake Huron Medical Center and its affiliated medical group continue to be
recognized for clinical excellence in the delivery of patient care, safety and experience.
Raising the bar for quality health care in the Blue Water Area, Lake Huron Medical
Center recently received the Women’s Choice Award in recognition of among “America’s
Best Hospitals in Emergency Care”, certification from Health Stream for “Excellence in
Emergency Care” and earned The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval® for Hospital
Accreditation. At the heart of the Blue Water community for more than 60 years, Lake Huron
Medical Center remains committed to serving those most in need through its foundation –
Lake Huron Foundation (501(c)3). Lake Huron Foundation encompasses the People’s Clinic
for Better Health, the Lake Huron Foundation Volunteer Organization, as well as a variety of
patient care funds. For more information, please visit www.mylakehuron.com.
About Prime Healthcare and Prime Healthcare Foundation:
Prime Healthcare is an award-winning national hospital system with 44 acute-care hospitals
providing nearly 43,500 jobs in 14 states. Twelve of the hospitals are members of the Prime
Healthcare Foundation, a 501(c)3 public charity with a mission of providing quality,
compassionate healthcare for all. Based in California and one of the largest hospital systems
in the country, Prime Healthcare and its hospitals have been recognized as among the “100
Top Hospitals” in the nation 36 times and among the “15 Top Health Systems” three times,
and Prime Healthcare is the only "Top 10 Health System" west of the Mississippi. For more
information, please visit www.primehealthcare.com.

COULD BE BATS!
Hear something shifting, scratching, moving or screeching in your attic?

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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Making homes beautiful and accessible for Blue Water seniors for over 14 years!
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Hospice Offers Four Levels of Patient Care

Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaison, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

Enjoy Mobility . . .

CMS is the acronym that refers to the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, the governing body that certifies hospice agencies
caring for terminally ill patients. CMS mandates that all providers
are requested to offer four distinct levels of care for patients
receiving hospice services.

And at a fraction of the cost!
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Routine Care
The most common level of care is known as routine home care, which
is provided where the patient resides. This may be their own home, the
residence of a family member, an assisted-living building or a long-term
care facility. Routine care consists of team members making periodic
visits to manage the overall plan of care. The nurse, aide, chaplain and
social worker may visit from once or twice a month to several times
each week, depending on the needs of the patient and family. Most
routine visits are for a duration of about an hour.

Labor for

See store for details. Expires 1/31/2018

Continuous Care

Walk-In Tubs

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810-385-1700
1-800-ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
To Advertise With Us Call Lisa at 888-530-3426 or visit WWW.FOXFM.COM.

Continuous care is required for situations where routine care is not
sufficient based on the patient’s medical condition. This may be
a scenario where the patient is having uncontrolled pain or poorly
managed symptoms that require a more intense hospice presence. CMS
states that direct, skilled care for eight or more hours in a 23-hour
period qualifies as continuous care, if more than 50% of the care is
provided by a nurse. The goal is to return to a routine level of care when
pain and symptoms are under control and the patient is comfortable.
Inpatient Care
The third level of care that CMS requires, is referred to as inpatient care.
These are relatively rare circumstances when a patient is hospitalized or
placed in a nursing facility to manage pain or other distressing symptoms
that cannot be effectively managed in a home setting. Inpatient care may
require frequent medication changes to restore the patient’s comfort.
These are typically short stays with the intent of returning the patient
to routine home care once they are comfortable.
Respite Care

Today’s Best Music

designed by freepik.com

Respite is the final level of care offered by hospice providers. This enables
families and caregivers to have a brief reprieve from the responsibilities
of caring for a loved one at home. Patients are placed in a nursing
facility for up to five days and the hospice team continues to provide
care while they are there. This benefit can be helpful if a caregiver is
unexpectedly ill or injured and unable to care for the hospice patient
at home. Respite can also be useful if a family members needs to be
out of town for a few days and the patient is unable to be home alone.
The information provided represents a brief overview of the four
levels of hospice care required by CMS certified providers. Medicare
and Medicaid cover the cost for all services regardless of the level of
care needed.
I am available to answer specific questions or provide more detailed
information. Call Grace Hospice at (810) 294-8580 and ask to
speak with Faith.
Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to be legal advice. For more information call us at (810) 294-8580.
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#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Never Lose Power!

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

A Name You Can Trust

Bubba
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“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”
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It’s Flue Season

Don’t let YOUR Chimney Cough Flames!

CALL

Chimney Safety Institute of America (CSIA)
Recommends Annual Cleanings and Inspections.
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SWEEPING
CREW
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If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS

Winter and the holiday slowdown are here amid expert predictions that the market will
hold strong in the coming months.
The National Association of Realtors reports: “Existing home sales in October
increased to their strongest pace since earlier this summer, but continual supply shortages
led to fewer closings on an annual basis for the 2nd straight month. 47% of homes sold in
October were on the market for less than a month.”
Locally, in Southeastern (SE) Michigan, there were over 12,000 listings heading
into the 4th quarter, which on average, stayed on the market 31 days. Inventory levels
decreased 29% in SE Michigan compared to a year earlier. Given this lower inventory,
competition will continue to be intense over available properties. Buyers who waited
until the end of the year hoping to score a bargain may find limited options.
Despite housing prices in Michigan increasing 10%, demand still remains strong. With
low unemployment, people are in a better position to buy homes today than they were
just a few years ago. In addition to more people having jobs, Millennials (born between
1982-2002) are now coming of age and are expected to make up the largest portion of
homebuyers.
In October, in SE Michigan, we had less than a three-month supply of inventory. A
year prior, we had about four months of inventory. We have trended downwards. For
perspective, six months of inventory is considered to be a balanced market that benefits
both buyers and sellers. Now there are fewer listings available and when listings become
available, they are purchased quickly. Simply put, it is still a seller’s market.
While housing market expectations may be tempered until spring, with prices and
demand and interest rates expected to increase and inventory expected to remain limited,
there is absolutely no reason why buyers and sellers can’t capitalize on the market now.
All signs continue to point to a strong 2018 in the Michigan economy and housing
markets.

"Lower Temperatures, Lower Bills"

Check out DTE’s tips to spare your wallet this winter:
Programmable Thermostat – Install one and set it at 68° or lower for winter.
Changing Ceiling Fan Blade Direction – Run ceiling fans in the opposite direction
going clockwise at the lowest speed to slowly circulate heated air.
Seal then Insulate, Check for Hidden Leaks – Air can leak out of your house around
windows, doors, skylights and other openings. If you add up all of the hidden air leaks in
your home, they can equal a hole the size of an open window! You can save about 10%
off your total energy bill by sealing air leaks first, followed by adding insulation. Seal air
leaks using caulk, spray foam or weather stripping. Weatherizing your home this way is
one of the most cost-effective ways to improve energy efficiency and comfort.
Insufficient Insulation – Air sealing and insulation can help stop drafts and improve the
comfort of your home. Contact a heating and cooling contractor to check if your heating
and cooling system is providing enough air to each room.
Roof and Attic Ventilation – Ensure the roof and attic have adequate ventilation to avoid
ice blockages. In the winter, warm, moist air seeps into the attic from the living space
below.
Keep the Air Flowing – Make sure that rugs, drapes or furniture are not blocking air
flow to heating/cooling registers or baseboard heaters. Also, keep them clear of paper,
files and office supplies.
Sealing Air Leaks and Ductwork – Check your ductwork for air leaks, especially at
joints. Seal off air leaks with foil-faced tape rather than duct tape. Wrap ducts in insulation
to keep them from getting cold in the winter.
Fireplace Tips – Tightly close fireplace damper, unless a fire is burning. Keeping the
damper open is like having a window open during the winter. Install a tight-fitting
fireplace door and chimney cap to prevent cold air from entering your house. Even better,
install a fireplace insert with a blower motor for added heating efficiency.

Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors℠ serving Macomb, St. Clair and
Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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HYPERPARATHYROIDISM
IN PETS

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Hyperparathyroidism is a medical condition of the
parathyroid glands, in which the glands produce abnormally
high levels of parathyroid hormone (PTH). Parathyroid
hormone is responsible for maintaining the correct balance
of calcium and phosphorous in the blood. If blood calcium
is low, the parathyroid hormone level increases, which causes calcium to be taken
out of the bone to maintain the correct calcium level in the blood and other tissues.
Hyperparathyroidism can either be primary or secondary. Primary
hyperparathyroidism occurs when a tumor affects the parathyroid gland, causing
the excess production of the parathyroid hormone. It is generally seen in geriatric
animals and is much more common in dogs than in cats. Pets with primary
hyperparathyroidism may lose their appetite, vomit, drink excessively and urinate
large volumes of urine. They may also appear drowsy or listless. These signs often
come on gradually and considerable organ damage may occur before the animal
shows significant symptoms of illness.
Secondary hyperparathyroidism is caused by a dietary deficiency of calcium
and vitamin D, usually associated with malnutrition or long term kidney disease.
Secondary nutritional hyperparathyroidism is more common and occurs most
frequently in puppies and kittens that are being fed either an all-meat diet or a diet
that has an imbalance of calcium and phosphorous. An all-meat diet tends to contain
an excess amount of phosphorous with inadequate amounts of calcium. Puppies
and kittens with secondary hyperparathyroidism are often reluctant to move, may
stand splay-legged, and may easily develop fractures because of the thinning of their
bones due to the depletion of the bones’ calcium reserves. What happens in dogs with
chronic kidney disease is as the kidneys fail, calcium is lost through the urine, but
phosphorus is retained in the body. This imbalance causes an increase in the PTH and
secondary hyperparathyroidism.
After a complete physical exam and routine blood work are done, diagnosis is
usually achieved with specialized calcium and parathyroid hormone blood tests.
In addition to these tests, your veterinarian may recommend a urinalysis and an
ultrasound examination of the neck to check for masses on the parathyroid glands.
Surgery is the treatment of choice for primary hyperparathyroidism. However,
removing the affected gland causes a sudden decrease in the amount of parathyroid
hormone, with a corresponding sudden drop in the blood calcium level. For this
reason, the animal must be monitored closely after surgery and given calcium if
the level becomes too low. Treatment for secondary nutritional hyperparathyroidism
involves placing the animal on a balanced diet. However, the skeletal deformities
are generally permanent and cannot be corrected. The treatment for secondary renal
hyperparathyroidism involves decreasing the phosphorus level in the blood. This
can be accomplished by changing the diet to a prescription kidney diet that has lower
phosphorus levels or giving phosphate binders, which help to decrease the absorption
of phosphorus from the intestinal tract.
Prognosis for dogs with hyperparathyroidism is excellent, with appropriate
treatment and monitoring.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located
at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other
pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

House for Sale Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310

MLS#: 217106252

Small Openings
Allow Pests In and Heat Out

Eileen Simons

TOLL FREE: 888-501-7085 X108
DIRECT: 586-260-9806

MAIN ADDRESS: 101 W. BIG BEAVER, SUITE 1400, TROY, MI 34994
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

If you have an event in February that you would like listed in the February issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by January 12, 2018. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that
were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - January 6
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Admission for dances is $6. Bring
finger foods and friends! Cancellations
on WLEW and WMIC radio.
Entertainment by Lighthouse Three.
For more information call Jerry at
(989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - January 6
New Year – New You! Psychic/
Holistic Festival, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 11:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Admission $8. For
more information call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - January 9
Taco Night, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. For more
information call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - January 14
Patsy Cline Tribute Show, Lapeer

Area Elk's Lodge #2567, 200 E.
Nepessing St., matinee 1:00 p.m.
and evening show 7:00 p.m. $20 per
person or table of 8 for $140. Tribute
artist Kathleen Bressler will perform.
RSVP only. For more information or
for tickets call Gary at (810) 441-9075.

Macomb

Memphis - all of 2018
Bottle and Can Drive, various

locations. Woman's Life Chapter 855
is collecting bottles and cans all year
long to help those in need. For a
representative of our group call
(586) 392-5136.

Washington Twp. - January
3, 10 & 17
Confident Communicators

Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke
(between 26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15
a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are
free. For more information contact Kim
at (586) 933-3286.

Richmond - January 9
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome to attend. For
more information call Diana at
(810) 392-5136.

Clinton Twp. - January 21
14th Annual Polish Dinner, Knights
of Columbus John F. Kennedy #5460,
33420 Kelly Rd., 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$12 per plate. Benefits MDA/ALS and
Capuchin Soup Kitchen. For more
information call Wally at (586) 4151007 or (586) 481-6833.

Memphis - January 27
Chili Cook-off, Memphis

Elementary School Cafeteria, 34165
Bordman Rd., 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$5 admission fee or $10 per family
includes tasting of all chili. Hot dogs
$1, pop or water $1. Come out, bring
the family and have some fun! Secret
judges. Sponsored by the Woman's
Life Insurance Society, who will match
the first $500 raised. Proceeds will
benefit the Memphis Schools' Back
Pack Program. For more information
call (810) 392-5136.

Oakland
No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

St. Clair

Algonac - January 3
Alzheimer's/Dementia Caregiver
Support Group, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
6:00 p.m. A group of support,
understanding and shared information
for those caring for loved ones
experiencing dementia/Alzheimer's.

to read online anytime!

Meets the 1st Wednesday of every
month. Registration requested by
calling (810) 794-4471.

Marysville - January
3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
Family Storytime, Marysville

Library, 1175 Delaware, 10:00 a.m.
Stories, with a mix of poems, puppets,
songs, finger plays, movement
activities and crafts that promote
literacy. For children ages 0 - 5 and
their caregivers. For more information
call (810) 364-9493.

Memphis - January 4
Learn to Knit, Memphis Library,

34830 Potter St., 6:00 p.m.
Experienced knitter Cindy Haberichter
will share her knitting skills for
beginners. All materials supplied. For
more information call (810) 392-2980.

Fair Haven - January
5, 12, 19 & 26
Family Storytime, Ira Township

Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:00 a.m.
Stories, music and crafts for children
ages 0 - 5 and their caregivers. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

St. Clair - January 8, 22 & 29
Music Time, St. Clair Library, 310

S. Second St., 10:30 a.m. Join us
on Monday mornings for music time!
Rooted in children's literacy, we will
explore music concepts, such as beat,
fast and slow, while enjoying classic
children's songs and stories. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

Yale - January 8
Teen Craft Day, Yale Library, 2

Jones St., 2:30 p.m. Teens, join us for
crafts, sharing and snacks. For more
information call (810) 387-2940.

Lakeport - January 10
Financial Fitness Workshop,

Burtchville Township Library, 7097
Second St., 1:00 p.m. A service
representative from the Blue Water
Community Action Agency will
provide this workshop that includes
a Money Habitudes card game to
help participants understand their
relationship with money and how
it can impact their relationships
and their finances. Seniors/adults
welcome. Beverages will be provided.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 385-8550.

Capac - January 11
CRAZY 8's – Three-Ring Circus,

Capac Library, 111 N. Main, 4:00 p.m.
Discover just how unique you are!
See what traits show up the most and
least often, and then jump right into
a giant diagram to map the coolest
combination. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Port Huron - January 13
LEGO Lunch, Port Huron Library,

January 2018
210 McMorran Blvd., 12:00 p.m.
Have fun with your friends creating
and building with LEGO bricks. Enjoy
yummy pizza and soda for lunch.
Ages 4 - 12. Registration required by
calling
(810) 987-7323 ext. 124.

Kimball - January 18
Teen Game Night, Kimball

Township Library, 1955 N. Allen
Rd., 5:00 p.m. Hot new games, cool
new friends, and all the popcorn you
can eat! Ages 10 - 18. Registration
requested by calling (810) 982-9171.

Algonac - January 27
Murder Mystery "'Til Death Do
Us Part", Big River Grill, 9715 St.

Clair River Dr., 6:30 p.m. Sponsored
by Woman's Life Chapter 883 of
Algonac. $35 includes fun night out,
1/2-price drinks and a great buffet
dinner. Advance tickets suggested.
Proceeds will benefit the AlgonacClay Township Historical Society.
Call Paula at (810) 794-9641 for
more information or email her at
paulaburgess@comcast.net.

Casco Twp. - January 27
Blue Denim Ball, Perch Point

Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner Rd.,
5:30 p.m. This will be a casual dress
fundraising event for the restoration
of Marine City's Historic City Hall's
double grand staircase. Raffles, silent
auctions, 50/50's. Tickets $40 per
person includes a complete buffet
dinner by Achatz Catering, full open
bar and dancing. Music provided by
the East China Community Big Band.
Tickets available in Marine City at
Vera Grace Emporium, The Sweet
Tooth and Marine City Gunsmith or
online at friendsofcityhall.com. For
more information call (810) 278-5962.
Marine City - January 29

Crossings Book Club, Marine City
Library, 300 S. Parker, 1:00 p.m.
Join us for some lively conversation
as we discuss Christian books. Call
(810) 765-5233 for titles and more
information.

Sanilac

Lexington - January 1
New Year's Day Bike Ride,

Ehardt's Pharmacy and Medical
Supply, 7275 Huron Ave., 10:00
a.m. Ride 10 miles from Lexington
to Croswell and back. Free. End at
Wimpy's Place for lunch at 7270
Huron Ave.

Tuscola
No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

Wayne
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.
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FRIDAY 1/26
New This Year:

Wildlife Show

6:00pm........The Big Tent Opens, $5 admission. Enjoy music,
food, beverages, Face Painting with Chantel and
50/50 raffles all weekend!
7:00pm.........Cornhole Tournament - $20 per team, 36 teamssingle elimination. Cash Prizes. (participation based)
7:30pm.........Meldrum Brothers Band until 11:30pm
8:30pm.........Iron Arm mug holding competition - $5 entry fee.
10:00pm.......Awards!

SATURDAY 1/27

11:00am-2:00pm........NEW...Exotic Wildlife Show in the Big Tent
Fun, FREE and Educational for all ages!

Due to Health Dept. regulations, no food or beverages allowed during the show.

6:00pm........................Big Tent opens with $5 admission and
TOP DOG ENTERTAINMENT
6:00pm........................Chili Cook-Off. Come taste/vote for your favorite!
9:30pm........................Awards!

SUNDAY 1/28

Judy Gable (586) 212-3036

8:00am-11:30am.........Boy Scout Troop 211 Pancake Breakfast
at the New Baltimore Civic Club
9:00am........................Ice Carving begins in Burke Park
1:00pm-5:00pm...........Big Ray and the Motor City Kings in Big Tent
2:00pm........................Polar Bear Plunge in Burke Park
3:00pm........................Roland’s Magic Show at the New Baltimore
Civic Club
4:00pm........................Ice Carving Awards
4:00pm........................Polar Bear Plunge Awards
5:00pm........................The BIG RAFFLE in the Big Tent

www.newbaltimorelions.com

Page 26		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com
America’s Two-Lane Highways and Exploring
Old Highway 1 West (Canada’s Route 66).
Another reason we made this
long trip was to get a couple
more magnets from Canadian
provinces for our magnet board
(see photo). We collect magnets
from every state and province
we’ve traveled to together in our
34 years of living together. We’ve
been to 49 states together (we
only need Alaska), and now we
have visited nine provinces. But,
when the trip started, we still had
empty spaces for Alberta and
British Columbia, so off we went!
Of course we were also on a quest for more “Thumb Tacks” for your ThumbPrint
News' travel map. When we set out with our copy of TPN, our checklist still showed
quite a few empty spots that we covered on our trip, but by the time we returned other
travelers had tagged them. We’re still
enclosing all the photos we took with our
TPN – it sure was a lot of fun, and we’ll
bet a lot of the sights we saw will be new
for a lot of readers.
Cordially,
Barbara Zmich (Dad’s side grew up on
a farm in Ubly)
Tuko the Miniature Schnauzer (born in
Marine City)
Celeste McClellan (originally from
Texas, but that’s OK!)
All live in Ypsilanti :-)

ROAD TRIP

to read online anytime!
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continued from Page 1

RCMP Heritage Centre,
Regina, Saskatchewan

Lake Louise, Alberta

Big Fish Supper Club,
Bena, Minnesota
Judy Garland Museum,
Grand Rapids, Minnesota

The long-anticipated Alberta
and British Columbia magnets

Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox,
Bemidji, Minnesota
Norm’s News Ice Cream Parlor,
Kalispell, Montana

Cut Bank, MT – Coldest
Spot in the Nation

Geographical Center of North
America, Rugby, North Dakota

World’s Largest Paddle,
Parson, British Columbia

Thank you so much, Barbara and Celeste, for letting us go on the trip to the Canadian
Rockies vicariously with you! It was so much fun!
If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, please consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint
News with you and photographing it with yourself in front of a point of interest for that
location. Please submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net
and include a paragraph about your trip. When your photo or photos appear in the
paper, we will be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please include your full
name and address with your submission. Depending on how many submissions we
have, it may take a few months for yours to appear, but be assured that we appreciate
each and every one.
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Alzheimer

Waltz

By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Albert didn't talk much. He leaned quietly forward as his daughter kissed him on the
cheek, reassuring him she would be back to get him after work. "Don't go. Please. I want
to go with you." His daughter's eyes welled up with tears as she gave him one more kiss,
one more hug, and turned to walk out the door .
Someone took Albert's arm. "Are you hungry, Albert? Your friends are having breakfast!"
And within a few minutes, Albert was sitting at the table with three other men living with
Alzheimer's.
Sam talked endlessly about the war, forever fixing his shirt and pants, making sure his
"gig line" was straight. He saluted everyone – all smiles. But Albert continued to look
around, seemingly frightened, every few minutes asking if someone could please call his
daughter. "Drink your coffee, Albert. It's good!" Albert used his fork to pick up some of
his scrambled eggs, and before anyone could stop him, he put them into his coffee cup, and
then poured that into the bowl of fruit at the center of the table. "Can someone call my
daughter? She was supposed to pick me up."
Attempts at distraction, one right after the other, seemed fruitless. Escorted trips to the
bathroom were often. Walks around the facility, into the kitchen, out through the living
room, back into the dining area, round and round, all ended in Albert glancing at the clock
he so well remembered on the wall, and a pleading look on his face. "Please, someone call
my daughter. She is supposed to come and get me!"
Some days, I don't know how the people who work here day after day after day, don't
go home overwhelmed with sadness. But then the music plays. The man with the guitar
comes in to sing and dance and interact with the mothers, fathers, grandmas and grandpas
living with Alzheimer's disease. The faces light up. The hands clap. The feet move. The
atmosphere is lifted to a level unachievable without music, and Albert asks me for a dance.
We boogie to old folk song after folk song, while Albert swings me and twirls me. Who
knew! Albert still has moves! He's somewhere still in there, I know it. He may have
forgotten much, but what he remembers is still there, way deep inside. The music slows,
and "Waltz Across Texas" plays. Albert takes a perfect waltz position, takes me in his arms,
and remembering so naturally how to dance, he closes his eyes and dances the entire song,
and I wonder if he is remembering holding his beloved wife.
Albert is disconnected; he is somewhere else – some place only he can go, a place he's
been before and remembers well. When the music ends, and the dance is over, Albert once
again glances at the clock and asks, "Can someone call my daughter?"
Oh, dear friend. Your loved one is still there, inside somewhere. I promise you that.
I don't have any answers to that excruciatingly painful, "But, why?" question. But I do
know that music is powerful, and I do pray you get to waltz with your loved one, even if it
only lasts for a few moments. Turn on the songs, embrace them, and just waltz.
Just waltz.

HOLIDAYS CAN BE HARD ON YOUR FLOORS

Residential & Commercial

Truckmount Steam Cleaning

ABC

Carpet • Tile • Area Rugs
Upholstery • Emergency
Water Extractions

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

Home & Commercial Services
A multiser vice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

We have made it to another year! Hard to
believe how fast these years are going now.
Time to settle in for the winter and push
through the next few months until the spring
thaw comes. This is the time of year that I
imagine my little cottage being in “sleeper
mode”. The water is turned off and freezable
items are packed in bins in my city home
basement until the spring.
The weekends I do head up to rough it for a
few days are just as nice, though. The peace
and quiet and cold weather isn’t so bad. It’s
still a little too cold to have a fire outside,
unless we get that one slightly warmer day
that feels like summer for about 12 hours!
Just a day ago, I stepped outside of my
city home to check out the full moon and
take a cold -weather breath. I found it hard to
relax as I compared the difference between
both places – the trains, highway noise and
general city sounds were loud and distracting.
It’s amazing how we get used to those sounds
and the craziness of work schedules in our
normal, busy, daily lives. I thought back to the
cottage and how the quiet and peacefulness
is so welcomed when I go up, no matter the

season. I love how the nights up there get so
dark and quiet, unless of course it is a holiday
party weekend and the neighborhood is full
of people having fun with their families and
friends!
Since I do miss the warm weather and
activity of the spring and summer at the
cottage, I use this time of year to get my city
home organized and cleaned up, and I take
care of the small things that may need fixing
or repairing.
During the cottage monthly weekend visits,
I bring extra RV anti-freeze to refresh the pipes
and bathroom for the next few months, and
check for any signs of critters that may wander
in for a visit. I check the perimeter of the place
to make sure everything is intact and good to
survive the next few months of Lake Huron
winds. I use this short window of time to make
sure I visit and support the local restaurants
and pubs. So, even though I prefer the
warm summer weather and good times of
Michigan’s beautiful summer season, I am
making this winter season a productive one,
both at the cottage and my city home. So
here’s to a prosperous and healthy new year,
ThumbPrint News readers!

Page 28		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

Compare at $1,399

1,298

$

Compare at $2,599

1,998

$
Flexsteel Leather
Reclining Sofa
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Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

Flexsteel Sofa

to read online anytime!

Compare at $3,999

810-385-6530

810-984-4215

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

Our new certified interior designer, Tracy Fox,
is available to assist you in planning your
latest home décor needs. Call Tracy for an
appointment today at 810-300-1738 or stop
into Bens Fine Furniture & Mattress
north end store in Fort Gratiot.

