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With the outbreak of the Industrial Revolution
in the second half of the 1800s throughout the
United States, many innovators were scrambling
to formulate a creation that would forever transform
the production process in factories throughout the country.
Edward Goodrich Acheson was born on March 9, 1856, in
Washington, Pennsylvania, to William and Sarah Acheson.
As a young child, Edward became infatuated with math and
engineering while attending Bellefonte Academy, although much
of his education was said to be self-taught. At a young age he
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began experimenting to create different innovations that would
make everyday life easier. At just 16 years old, Edward filed
his first patent for an auger used in the coal mines – this was
just the beginning of a life full of creations and discoveries.
The year after he produced his first invention, Edward’s father
passed away and he was forced to terminate his enrollment in
school to take care of his family. For nearly the next decade,
he was employed in various jobs in oil fields and with railroad
companies. Even though he was forced to abandon his formal
education, he never gave up on his love for experimenting
with science – electricity in particular. His love for electrical
work led him to seek employment in the field, but was
turned down by Edward Weston, who produced machines for
electroplating. Determined to receive an opportunity to prove
himself, Edward continued looking, and at the age of 25 he
caught a break when Thomas Edison hired him to work in his
laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey, in September of 1880.
One of the first tasks Edison asked him to work on was to find a
carbon with high conductivity to be used in his light bulbs – as
a result of his efforts, Acheson is partially responsible for the
See PORT HURON Page 7
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With Michigan’s winter generally offering residents subzero
temperatures and inches of a powdery white snow, many locals
set their sights on a warmer southern state, while others spend
the next few months in hibernation.
Not all Michiganders are rushing to the fireplace with a hot
cup of cocoa to nestle in their favorite chair; some are grabbing
their equipment and rushing out to the lakes and rivers at a time
when most people wouldn’t be caught dead outdoors. These

unique individuals are not participating in any traditional
winter sport, although it does have an extensive history
believed to have started in the Netherlands. Beginning in the
See THRILLS Page 24
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As I was cleaning
out a closet the other
day (something I tend
to do once a year on
a blustery winter day
when the thought of
venturing outside is not
very appealing), I came
across an old scrapbook
of Valentine’s Day cards
that I had received when
I was a youngster in the
1950s. My mother had
carefully saved them
and pasted them in this
scrapbook and, at some point in my adult
life, had passed it down to me.
As I looked at the old cards, memories
came back of childhood friends that I
now have no contact with, and I started
wondering where they lived as adults, and
what they had done with their lives. Had
they married, had children and now even
grandchildren, such as myself?
I marveled at how the hairstyles and
clothing of the children pictured on some
of the cards definitely dated them from the
era of my childhood. However, the more
I perused the cards, I started to become
aware of not only the people portrayed on
the cards, but also the objects around them.
They dated the cards as well. In fact, I
suddenly realized that if I were to show
them to some of my younger grandchildren
today, the humor of the sayings on some of
the cards would
be lost on them.
For
example,
take the card
to
the
left.
Although I do
hear people today
say “darn it”,
when they are
frustrated and

are polite enough to use those two
words instead of a more unacceptable
expletive, I would venture to say
that most younger children don’t even
know that people used to actually
“darn” a sock instead of throwing it
away when it had a hole in it. Heck,
I don’t even darn socks!
Or, how about this card:
I do still see a few shoe
shine set ups at airports
and other public places
in cosmopolitan areas
and I am sure there are
some who still use these
services, but, in general, I
would bet that the majority
of those 30 and under have
never polished a pair of shoes.
Certainly, the play on words
would be lost on a child who probably not
only wouldn’t know about shoe polish, but
also wouldn’t know what it means for a
person to be “polished”.
Here is another example to the left.
I am sure that if I showed this to some
y o u n g e r
children, they
would
say
the object on
the card was
a computer.
Obviously,
the
double
meaning
of
the
word
“type” would
be lost on
them. I show
my age when I tell my grandkids that I am
typing back an answer to someone on my
smart phone. They remind me that I am
“texting”.
I love looking back at vintage and antique
cards, whether it be for Valentine’s Day,
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EDITOR
Christmas, Easter, or any other holiday.
They offer so much insight into the era in
which they were published, much like a time
machine into the past.
I think it would be really fun to take a
few current Valentine Cards and go back
in time to my childhood days. I could just
see myself putting one of today’s cards into
those fancy decorated shoe box
Valentine holders we used to
craft at school (do school kids
still do this – or even hand out
Valentines for that matter?)
One of my friends would pull a
card out, such as the two shown
below, and would be just as
baffled about what the humor
was all about as my grandkids
would be with the cards from
the 50s. Wouldn’t it also be
fun to go ahead 25 or 30 years and see what
would be
on
those
Valentine’s
Day cards
– if paper
c a r d s
even exist
anymore at
that time?

Here is to a happy and nostalgic
Valentine’s Day to all of our readers.
We ♥U

59057 ROMEO PLANK
RAY TWP., MI 48096

PHONE: 586.992.3561
FAX: 586.992.3467
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Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital
located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com.
For other pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Columnist

There are all types of love. And,
gratefully, there is a never ending supply
of it. February is a time to make sure that
some you love know it. I think of Robert,
my husband, when coasting down the card
section at Target. But he is not the only
one who taps my heart each February. I
love sending my parents a red card; I am so grateful that I get to do that. And,
because everybody loves to get a Valentine, even if they don’t admit it out loud. I
also like to make sure that a few choice friends find one in their mailboxes as well.
But, what about spending this Valentine doing something different – giving out a
little bit of love to someone new – a person you never seriously thought about?
Let’s start with an easy one: pet a cat or a dog. I’m the first to admit one of my
goals is to be an actual certified “crazy cat lady”. (I do hope the certificate comes
with a raised seal!) If you are skittish around cats, let this February be the time
when you discover that furry kitties just might be okay, might actually be softer and
sweeter than you think. Who knows – maybe listening to a purring cat will make you
forget all the reasons you thought you hated cats.
On the flip side, dogs confuse me. Lots of my friends have dogs and I still don’t
get them; there are so many different types. There are dogs that fit into a purse, and
dogs that don’t fit into a smart car; I just call all of them “puppies”. But being the
animal lover that I am, I try to say hello to every new dog that I meet. And, it usually
doesn’t take long for me to warm up to the dog, feel proud that I didn’t discard him
and eventually I want to be their new aunt.
That’s the thing about taking the chance of extending a little extra love to someone
who you think you are not comfortable with. You very well may discover you were
wrong.
Most people have an “Uncle Ed” or a friend’s spouse who you think is, well,
unique. Are you backing away from them because you are afraid? One way to find
out is to sit next to them at the next birthday party and, actually, fully talk to them.
And when you do, keep this in mind – the first ten minutes are the hardest, but they
will pass. It’s just like going to the dentist when you stop breathing right after they
put that paper bib on; however, soon enough, you realize it’s going okay and you’ll
be okay. It’s the same deal with talking to “Uncle Ed”.
And this February, more than any other February in our recent history, just might
be the best time to consider giving a few minutes of love to someone who we have
ignored in the past. Does being around a person from a different religion or who has
a different skin color unnerve you just a bit? Or, does being near a person with an
arm full of tattoos or someone who is a big size make you look the other way? Well,
I guarantee you that you have more in common with them than you think. Within
those first scary minutes, I’ll bet you’ll find that they have uncooperative teenagers,
piles of smelly laundry, and maybe even a stack of unpaid bills. You might even find
that you both love the same guilty TV shows.
But, there is only one way to find out, and February is the perfect time to do it. The
really good news is it will only take ten minutes.
Patricia can be reached at pckubic@gmail.com.
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Acupuncture is defined as the stimulation of specific
points, called acupoints, on the body with tiny needles.
These acupoints are where blood vessels and nerve bundles
come together. Veterinary acupuncture stimulates the release of the body’s own painrelieving and anti-inflammatory substances. Relaxation of muscles at the site of needle
insertion and at distant locations throughout the body is achieved, creating both a local
and a generalized pain-relieving effect. It can improve tissue blood flow, oxygenation,
and removal of metabolic wastes and toxins.The goal of acupuncture is to promote the
body to heal itself.
Acupuncture is a very safe and virtually painless medical procedure in small
animals when administered by a certified veterinarian who has been trained in
Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine (TCVM). Many veterinarians will
incorporate acupuncture with traditional medical treatments. Other than needle
insertion, acupoints can be stimulated in a variety of ways including: acupressure,
aquapuncture – administering liquids like vitamin B-12 to the acupoints, moxibustion
– which involves adding heated Chinese herbal compounds to the needles and electroacupuncture – in which an electric current is administered through the needles to relax
muscle spasms and aid the body in reestablishing nerve impulses when nerve damage
has occurred. However, whatever technique is used, the goal is always the same, to
restore the flow of energy and create a balance within the body again.
Acupuncture can be used to treat a variety of conditions, particularly those that
involve inflammation and pain including: arthritis, degenerative joint disease, trauma,
cancer, pain associated with chemotherapy treatments, metabolic disorders, such as
kidney or liver failure, respiratory diseases, neurologic diseases, fever and regulation
of the immune system. The TCVM certified veterinarian will be able to inform you if
acupuncture is indicated and what form would be best for your pet. You should also be
aware that there are certain conditions where acupuncture would be contraindicated.
These may include fractures, pregnancy, open wounds, infectious disease and near a
previous tumor removal site.
The Chinese have discovered 173 acupoints in pets and 361 in humans. Acupuncture
used for pain relief and other conditions are well supported in scientific studies. Your
veterinarian may require anywhere from 20-60 minutes for each session. Sedation for
animals is not recommended as it may interfere with the effects of the treatment. Many
animals will relax and fall asleep during a treatment.
If you are interested in any further information or a consultation regarding
acupuncture treatments, Maple Veterinary Hospital now has Dr. Kera Sinclair who
is TCVM certified in acupuncture and seeing appointments on Wednesdays and
Thursdays.
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BBB offers tips , resources and answers for all of your tax filing needs .
Filing taxes can be a stressful time for many. In the last few years, the stress has
increased due to the confusion caused by new laws and procedures, not to mention
the numerous scams aimed at taxpayers. It seems as though every tax season brings
more rules and guidelines to follow and different scams through email, phone and
the internet designed to trick taxpayers into giving up personal information and
passwords or into handing over their tax refund unknowingly. That is why BBB of
Eastern Michigan has created the BBB Tax Resource Center (bit.ly/BBBTaxCenter)
to help with scam-busting tips and resources that can make filing your taxes stressfree.
In our Tax Resource Center, you can find important resources such as:
1.
Finding a Reliable Tax Preparer: BBB encourages taxpayers to take time
and use caution when selecting a tax preparer you can trust. It is important to avoid
mistakes that could result in additional fees or even tax identity theft. Look for the
preparer’s credentials. Also make sure you read tax preparation service contracts
closely to ensure you understand issues, such as how much it is going to cost for the
service, how the cost will be affected if preparation is more complicated and time
consuming than expected, and whether the tax preparer will represent you in the case
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of an audit. If you need assistance finding a tax preparer you can trust, you can search
for a BBB Accredited Tax Preparer (bit.ly/BBBTaxPrep).
2.
Locating State and Federal Tax Resources: Often people aren’t sure
where to go to find resources to help them with filing taxes. If you need forms, have
questions on which forms to use, or you want to contact the IRS, our resource center
has your direct connections (bit.ly/BBBTaxResources) to IRS and State of Michigan
resources.
3.
Avoiding Identity Theft: Tax season is a busy one for identity thieves. It is
important to avoid mistakes that could result in additional fees, or even tax identity
theft. This can happen when someone uses your Social Security number to get your
tax refund. To lessen the chances of becoming a victim of tax identity theft, follow a
few rules:
• File your tax return early
• Use a secure Internet connection if you file
• Shred documents, such as copies of your tax return, drafts or calculation sheets
you no longer need
• Check your credit report to ensure your identity hasn’t been stolen or compromised
at annualcreditreport.com.
You can get more information on avoiding tax theft here: bit.ly/BBBTaxIDTheft
4.
Thwarting Scammers: Tax scams are becoming more sophisticated
and more difficult to detect when consumers are unaware of the dangers. In fact,
tax scams were the number one reported scam in 2016, according to the BBB
Scam Tracker. Our Tax Center alerts consumers to the most prolific tax scams
(bit.ly/BBBTaxScamAlert) to watch for and offers tips on how to avoid them.
Whether you need help with taxes or other issues, such as wedding planning,
auto resources, senior living and more, you can visit us at bbb.org/Detroit, call us at
(248) 223-9400, or email info@easternmichiganbbb.org.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau
serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that
fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its
business accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact
your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

ACROSS
1. Hacienda brick
6. World's oldest broadcasting company
9. Weary walk
13. For getting around, especially in city
14. Ostrich of Australia
15. Because of
16. It's plucked to foretell love
17. Adam's famous part
18. Modern day letter
!"
19. *"No
21. *Mind/body/soul goal?
23. 7th letter of Greek alphabet
24. Eight bits
25. Experienced or consumed
-and-go-seek
28.
30. Socrates' concern
35. Toward the lee
37. *Body sufferings
39. Art class support
40. Cash cache
41. Passed out cards
43. A small island
44. Full of emotion, in slang
46. Alpine lift
47. Guitar forerunner
48. Not digital
50. Crude group
52. Sixth sense
53. MovieBullen
55. Anne Boleyn, a.k.a.
57. *Calcium or magnesium
61. *Stress-related glands
65. Muse of love poetry
66. Cause annoyance
68. Prepare for winter takeoff
69. Red Cross supply
70. Bard's "before"
71. Runs in neutral
72. Fungal spore sacs
73. Jack Kerouac's Paradise
74. Deed hearings

DOWN
1. Current unit, pl.
2. Hold as a conviction
3. "The Simpsons" palindrome
4. Emergency pedal
5. Kind of fossil
6. Mountain in Germany
7. *Weight divided by height squared
8. Small secluded room
9. The largest of the small cats
10. *Meat quality
11. Like ear infection
12. Pineapple producer
15. "Get rid of" button
20. Water nymph
22. Had a meal
24. Verbally attack
25. *Type of yoga
26. Mork from Ork, e.g.
27. Major U.S. airline
29. *Selection of foods
31. Hard precipitation
32. Supplied equipment
33. Picts and Gauls
34. *Nightly necessity
36. Twelfth month of Jewish calendar
38. Prelude to a duel
42. Popular taste at a given time
45. Anti-Jewish riot
49. India's smallest state
51. *Exercise of the heart
54. North Pole workers
56. Attention-seeking
57. Arizona city
58. Wraths
59. Narcotics agent
60. Evening purse
61. Skater's jump
62. Cairo's waterway
63. Maple, to a botanist
stress
64. *
67. Baseball stat

Answer Key on Page 27
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Over 400 procedures performed.
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Port Huron Vascular Clinic, P.C.
veins, venous ulcers,
Sadiq Hussain, M.D., F.A.C.S.
leg pain & swelling
Hilde Jerius, M.D.
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Tammy Prout, F.N.P. - B.C.
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(810) 985-1300

2603 Electric Avenue, Ste. C, Port Huron, MI 48060
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1 - 3 Bedrooms

just off Lapeer Rd., & west of 32nd St.

CALL TODAY!
810-987-4133

incandescent light bulb that brought Edison
much of his fame and fortune.
Edison quickly realized Edward had great potential and he rapidly
advanced to higher ranks throughout the company. Despite only
being employed for a year, Edward was sent overseas to Europe,
where he would spend nearly three years. While out of the
country, Acheson was the assistant chief engineer, responsible
for the construction of factories to produce lamps and other
products. Over the next few years, he would travel to many
different countries, such as Belgium, England, France and
the Netherlands, to further Edison’s influence outside the
United States. Acheson is also liable for installing some of Carborundum
the first electrical systems in Europe in places like hotels,
crystals
restaurants and theaters. By 1884, Edward returned to the
United States, and soon married Margaret Maher. The couple had five boys and four
girls as a result of their union. Shortly after his return to the country, Acheson took his
recent innovation, which was a conductive telephone line, to George Westinghouse in
an attempt to sell it to him. Since Westinghouse was Edison’s biggest competition, he
was let go from his job as a result of the transaction.
In 1891, Acheson attempted to create artificial diamonds. He mixed petroleum coke
and clay, heated it in an iron bowl with a carbon rod inside the mixture and ran electricity
through it. Although this didn’t produce diamonds like he had hoped, it did result in
another shiny mineral which proved to have significant value – the result was silicon
carbide, which he patented under the name carborundum in 1893. Shortly after his new
discovery, Acheson built an electrical plant in Port Huron based on the recommendation
from Edison in order to experiment with his new found creation. Eventually the process
of creating carborundum became known as the Acheson Process. One of the first things
Edward did was drag the shiny specs across a piece of glass. Once he realized that it
was hard enough to scratch the glass, the hardest

PORT HURON Continued from Page 1
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man-made material on earth
was born and would soon
be available for use as an
abrasive. This mineral
was so valuable at
the time that
it fetched
p r i c e s
very close
to that of
diamond
dust, and
because
carborundum was
so cheap to produce, there was a great deal of
money to be made.
Acheson’s business ventures continued
to expand, and by 1894, he organized the
Carborundum Company in Pennsylvania,
which produced items from the mineral, such as
grinding wheels and knife sharpeners. Although
he was now responsible for an extremely
valuable product used in multiple industries,
Edward never stopped striving to discover new
things. Before long the company outgrew the
facility in Pennsylvania due to the seemingly
endless demand for carborundum. Acheson
See PORT HURON Page 21
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Atrium Cafe & Ice Cream Parlor
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Beer, Wine & Spirits

’

www.atriumcafe.net

Email:manager@atriumcafe.net

1519 Military St., Port Huron, MI
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24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access
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Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
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782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650
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Acheson in the lab testing a colloidal suspension of his
artificial graphite, circa 1910

Guess who’s building their home out of your home?
This time of year is when people start to see big black ants inside their homes. If you see these, or
any ants, treatment at this time is crucial, as the ants have begun foraging for food for their young.
If you see any sort of ant moving in and around your home, call us today!

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

PROTECT YOUR HOME. CALL TODAY.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiser vice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net · abcbees.com · Licensed and Insured

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services Pest Contol Division for Pricing on a Proper Ant Control Program.
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Call Roger for Details!

AT 4269 DOVE ST.
PORT HURON, MI

ROGER HAMILL, PRESIDENT

1/2 MILE EAST OF
RANGE RD. AND I-94

810-358-5400
ROGER@HURONMODULARHOMES.COM
30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

As the New Year rolls on, we all settle
into our groove of work, home and
family duties. In just two short months,
we will be in the spring season. I had
the chance to take my monthly drive to
check on my cottage last month, and
had a refreshing weekend to check out
the effects of Michigan’s winter.
As silly as it sounds, I actually think
about the cottage as I sit at work or
spend time in my city home, wondering
if anything needs to be attended to,
what animals have been walking
around outside the cottage, etc.
While inside the cabin, I notice how
really quiet the house can get. Even
the ticking of the wall clock seems
peaceful to me, reminding me why I
love this little place so much.
The entire area of the cottage is seen
in a totally different light in the winter;
the bonfire pit is snow covered, the
outdoor lawn furniture is dressed in its
winter tarp clothing and the trees hold

bare limbs just hibernating for another
few months.
I keep the running water and hot
water tank off and the refrigerator
unplugged during the winter season,
so the cottage isn’t as user-friendly
as it is in the spring and summer
months; however, the little place heats
up pretty quick with its wall electrical
heating system in these cold months.
Of course, the lake has a different look
and feel of its own as well; at times
rough waves give way to white caps
that just look extremely cold!
All in all, the joy I get from my short
two-day visit grows as the chilly winter
months chug on. I know what’s coming
in a short few months. I’ll soon get
that excited feeling to grow as each
passing day gets a little lighter, longer
and warmer. But in the meantime, I will
cherish and enjoy Michigan’s transition
from frozen to thawed. And soon, it will
be time to start planning the springtime
trip to open the windows and doors to
the cottage for that big Michigan inhale
of springtime!

2017: THE LAST LOCK-UP

Submitted by Jamie Mitchell
On February 4, 2017, respected members of the Blue Water Area will be remanded
to the Masonic Center, 927 6th St., Port Huron, Michigan. They will be held in custody
until they are able to convince family and friends to bail them out. The "jailbirds"
will be doing time for a good cause, to help support March of Dimes' research and
programs to help moms have full-term pregnancies and give every baby a fighting
chance.
March of Dimes Jail and Bail, which began in 1956 in Port Huron, will be
celebrating 61 years of helping Michigan moms and babies. 2017 will mark "the last
lock-up" and organizers are looking to raise $135,000 in their final year. Funds raised
by Jail and Bail help support prenatal wellness programs, research grants, neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU) family support programs and advocacy efforts for moms
and babies.
"I’m extremely proud to have been part of the Jail and Bail effort for the last 25
years. I’m always amazed at not just how many millions we’ve raised locally for
research, but how many other Jail and Bail charity benefits have spawned from our
initial one, 61 years ago," said Co-Chairman Don McIntyre.
Today, one in every ten U.S. infants is born premature, including over 11,000 in
Michigan. The March of Dimes is committed to funding research to find the answers
to problems that continue to threaten the lives and health of babies.
Tom Bligh states, "While it has been a great privilege to be co-chairman over
the last five years, I have witnessed the struggle to recruit prisoners. When, at a
committee meeting back a couple of months ago, a local personality presented an
idea to replace Jail and Bail, I realized at that moment that Jail and Bail had run
its course and it was time to change the event. The new event would still allow our
community to support the mission of the March of Dimes."
In addition to Presenting Sponsor DTE Energy, other sponsors of note include
Silver Sponsors: Marysville Tire and Auto,
Palms Krystal Bar & Grill, SEMCO Energy,
Zimmer Roofing & Construction; Bronze
Sponsors: Jones Equipment Rental, Eastern
Michigan Bank, and Media Sponsors: WPHM
1380AM, The Times Herald, Comcast, and
EBW.TV.
For more information, visit the website
http://jailandbail.marchofdimes.org/
BlueWaterArea, contact Matt Babecki by email at mbabecki@marchofdimes.org or call
the March of Dimes office at (248) 359-1558.
About March of Dimes – The March of Dimes is the leading nonprofit organization for pregnancy and baby
health. For more than 75 years, moms and babies have benefited from March of Dimes research, education,
vaccines and breakthroughs. For the latest resources and health information, visit marchofdimes.org and
nacersano.org. You can also find us on Facebook or follow us on Instagram and Twitter.

KEEPING YOUR HOUSE COOL IN THE
SUMMER AND WARM IN THE WINTER!
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

A Name You Can Trust

Never Lose Power!
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1-800-400-8941

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

www.budgetgenerators.net
www.generac.com

Premier Dealer
P WERPRO

Winter Special!!

Bubba says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power Outages!”

$500
Off
ANY NEW
ORDER

5-Year Warranty

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

TPN0217 Exp. 02/28/17

Carpet • Tile
Rugs • Upholstery
Emergency Water
Extractions

Residential & Commercial
Truckmount Steam Cleaning
Clean carpet means
less allergies
and improved
indoor air quality.

All sale prices based on
basic install. Permits and
gas piping extra.
Previous sales excluded.
Call for details.

4 Rooms for $99

ABC

SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF
AUTO PARTS. Make Reichle your FIRST

CALL for OEM Replacement auto parts.
Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors, patch
panels and much more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

DRINK THE PINK DRINK!
All Natural

For All Ages

Safe
for Diabetics*
*

Also Ask About

see website for disclaimer

60 Day
Money Back
Guarantee

TM

Plexu

Call Today
to Join My
Plexus Team

Vickie Collins

Easy to use single serve packets!

lex
s Tr i P

810-385-4226

Help Wanted

MOTOCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.
Experienced & own tools.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

Preparation Fee

shopmyplexus.com/vickiecollins

New Clients Only. With Coupon.

The Most Natural Way to Lose Weight

AFFORDABLE HOME REPAIRS

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

50%
OFF
Tax Return
CARPENTRY * REMODELING * HANDYMAN SERVICES
SIDING * WINDOWS * DOORS * ROOFING

RUST CONTROL
6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450
(810) 359-7880

For Lease

FOR ALL YOUR HOME REPAIRS

Call Today 586.651.5597

krown.com

FOR FREE CONSULTATION

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL

bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, polished porcelain
marble floors, curved staircase, highefficiency furnace/AC. Reduced Rent. Call
(586) 306-9440.

E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
WE AND DS
EN
FRI

For Sale

in prime Macomb Twp. 80% of renovations
completed. Situated on (+ or -) 2 acres,
private park setting, woodburning fireplace,
drawings available for 4th bedroom or
3rd bathroom. You install (new, already
purchased): cherry kitchen cabinets,
lifetime flooring, upscale bathroom vanities
(2), interior/exterior doors, trims, etc.
$169,000 firm. Call (586) 306-9440.

Tile Work

TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new

installation for backsplash, floors and
bathrooms. Re-caulking showers and tubs.
HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For estimate call
Rick at (810) 599-4630.

586-531-3103
C
T -O S
OMPLETE RASH UT PECIALISTS

RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
NT
I
WE
’LL T
HAU
L IT

QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

TWO ARTIC CAT SNOWMOBILES
AND TRAILER. 2001 ZR - 800 EFI,

SAVE! YOU FINISH BRICK HOME,

DAVID MURPHY

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

BEAUTIFUL, NEWER BRICK HOME
ON 100'-WIDE CANAL (TO LAKE
ST. CLAIR), $100,000 in upgrades, 4

2-cyclinder and new battery. 2003 Firecat
- 700 EFI. Both like new. 2 Place Inline
covered trailer, good condition with new
tires. Call (810) 648-4165.

30YRS EXPERIENCE

For Rent

FINISHED BASEMENT APARTMENT
for rent to one person, nonsmoker, no pets.
$475, utilities included. Call
(586) 725-6913.

HANDYMAN OPPORTUNITY,

responsible handyman to exchange
services for reduced rent in duplex, parklike setting on 100'-wide canal. Everything
new, cathedral ceiling, 2 bedrooms,
updated kitchen and bath, washer/dryer,
new flooring. Call (586) 306-9440.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $462 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

Wanted

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

Classified
Marketplace

14 25

$

and up

Call Today!
( 810 ) 794-2300

! wANTED !
Antique & Vintage
Christmas
Ornaments & Decor
Call 810-614-8034

to let us know what you have.

Will travel to all areas
covered by
ThumbPrint News.
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Anchor Bay Scuba Inc.
a

Great
Gift!

,
586-7725-1991

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

SINCE

1946

PRODUCTS

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

ThumbPrint News

KINDE, MI

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Watch for more information
in upcoming issues of

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

WATER SOFTENERS - DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

Serving St. Clair County since 1999

7200 River Road
Cottrellville, MI 48039
Military
Discounts
(in uniform)

selections
will be
available

Handicap
Accessible

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

• Crushed
Concrete
• Fill Dirt
• Limestone
• Mulch
• Gravel

E

Specializing in Stone Driveways

&

L

Trucking

Smiths Creek, MI

•
•
•
•
•
•

Peastone
Sand
Topsoil
Rock
10A
Stone
(Septic Stone)

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured - MDOT Drug Tested

Emil Bandurowicz, Owner

have your business seen by Thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

810-650-8160
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Thin Crust Pepperoni Pizza

1 Flatout Flatbread Artisan Thin Pizza Crust
1/4 cup chunky red sauce
3 slices provolone cheese
1/4 cup mozzarella, shredded
30 pepperoni mini slices
Heat oven or grill to 375˚ F.
Place flatbread on cookie sheet. Bake 2 minutes. Remove from
oven. Spread sauce on flatbread. Lay provolone on top
of sauce. Top with mozzarella and pepperoni. Return to oven and
bake 4 more minutes, or until cheese melts.
Grilling method: Heat grill to 375˚ F. Pre-bake flatbread on
grill for 2 minutes. Remove from grill. Spread sauce on flatbread.
Lay provolone on top of sauce. Top with mozzarella
and pepperoni. Return flatbread to grill. Close lid. Grill for
4 minutes, or until cheese melts.

W

FAMILY FEATURES

ith so many social events that revolve
around food, it’s not easy to get a fresh
start on making healthy food choices.
However, with a little thought and plan
ning, you can prevent taking your body on a roller
coaster ride – without having to choose between food
deprivation and satisfaction.
“Whether you are hosting an event or attending
someone else’s celebration, planning ahead can help
you stay on track,” said Mitzi Dulan, a registered diet
itian and nationally recognized nutrition and wellness
expert. “Having quick and simple strategies and
recipes on hand makes it easy to eat well and keep
you feeling great.”
Put a winning plan in place to take a new look at
your approach to eating smart with these tips from
Dulan, who was the team nutritionist for the 2015
World Series champions, Kansas City Royals.

Don’t skip meals.

Although skipping breakfast may seem like a good way to
cut calories, it’s a plan that can actually backfire, making you
hungrier as the day wears on, and more likely to overeat or
sneak unhealthy snacks. Start each day with a well-rounded
breakfast to fuel your body. Apply a similar approach to
events later in the day, as well. You may be tempted to skip
a meal so you can enjoy the treats at a party, but chances are
you’ll end up overdoing it with high-calorie indulgences, so
make sure you fuel up ahead of time.

Thin Crust Egg, Sausage and Pepper
Breakfast Pizza

1 Flatout Flatbread Artisan Thin Pizza Crust
1/2 cup cheddar cheese
2 eggs, lightly scrambled
3 ounces sausage, cooked and crumbled
2 ounces yellow peppers, diced
2 ounces red peppers, diced
Heat oven to 375˚ F.
Place flatbread on cookie sheet. Bake for 2 minutes. Remove
from oven. Top flatbread with cheese, scrambled egg, sausage
and peppers. Return to oven and bake 4 more minutes, or until
cheese melts.
Grilling method: Heat grill to 375˚ F. Pre-bake flatbread on
grill for 1-2 minutes. Remove from grill. Top flatbread with
cheese, scrambled egg, sausage and peppers. Return to grill.
Close lid. Grill 4 more minutes, or until cheese melts.

Barbecue Chicken Flatbread Pizza

Love what you eat.

Recipe created by Mitzi Dulan, RD
		
non-stick baking spray
2 Flatout Flatbreads
1/2 cup barbecue sauce
1/3 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
1/3 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded
6 ounces grilled chicken breast, torn into pieces
1 tablespoon red onion, diced
1 tablespoon cilantro, chopped
Heat oven to 400˚ F.
Spray large baking sheet with non-stick baking spray. Place
flatbreads on baking sheet. On each flatbread, evenly spread 2
tablespoons barbecue sauce.
Sprinkle both cheeses over flatbreads. Mix remaining barbe
cue sauce with grilled chicken and place on pizzas. Top with
diced onion. Bake 5 minutes. Sprinkle cilantro on top and serve.

Be mindful of the food you eat and make every bite count.
Enjoying each delicious taste will make it easier to stick to a
sensible eating plan. For the foods you do love, look for ways
to make them better – better for you, that is. For example,
if pizza is your weak spot, substitute a lower-calorie crust,
such as Flatout Flatbread. Then choose toppings wisely to
amp up the flavor while managing added fat and calories.

Eat smaller portions.

When you simply must indulge, you may be surprised to
hear “go ahead,” but to do so in moderation. One clever way
to keep your portions small: use a tablespoon, not a serving
spoon to dish out portions. Then eat slowly so your body has
time to tell your brain you’re full.

Get your fill in healthy ways.

Overeating often comes down to a very basic cause: hunger.
Becoming more conscious of how you answer your hunger
will help you stay on track. Drinking water before and during
events will help to fill you up so you are less likely to con
sume excess calories. Snacking throughout the day can also
help keep hunger at bay; several small, healthy snacks, such
as a handful of nuts or trail mix, can help keep you feeling
full. Also, remember to stop eating when you feel satisfied,
but before you feel full.
To find a Flatout Flatbread retailer
near you, visit FlatoutFinder.com.

Arugula Mushroom Flatbread Pizza

1 Flatout Flatbread
1/2 cup mushrooms, cooked
1/2 cup arugula
6 grape tomatoes
1 tablespoon Parmesan cheese, grated
1 1/2 teaspoons fat-free balsamic vinegar
Heat grill or oven to 375˚ F.
Pre-bake flatbread for 2 minutes. Remove.
Warm mushrooms in microwave or pan. Top flatbread with
arugula, tomatoes and mushrooms. Sprinkle with cheese and
drizzle with balsamic vinegar. Cut into slices.
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FEB. 24-25-26 & MAR. 3-4-5
AMERICAN SHOW PROS

presents the 2017

HOME IMPROVEMENT SHOW
at Gilbraltar FRI. 12-9 • SAT. 10-6 • SUN. 10-6
Trade Center 237 N. River Rd., Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

Thumbs Up
To Seniors
MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #38.
Be the first to correctly answer
Question #39 and you could
wint a J. Clary collector print!

Question #38

What is the most powerful
vessel on the Great Lakes?

Answer to #38:

The 1000’ Great Lakes Fleet
self-unloader, Edwin G. Gott,
with two diesel engines
which produce 19,576
brake horsepower.

Maritime Trivia
Question #39

What Great Lakes’
vessel prematurely
launched itself?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Personal and
Home Defense

A multiservice company that you can trust!
abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

DON’T LET BATS

OVERWINTER
IN YOUR HOME!

CALL US
TODAY!

By Robert Christensen
ThumbPrint News Contributor

One of the arguments for private
ownership of guns, and handguns in
particular, is that they are needed for
defense of person and home against
criminals who threaten life and property.
It would be a deterrent if the criminal
believed the potential victim/homeowner had a gun and would use it in his or her
defense. In addition, the would-be criminal must believe the gun is readily at hand and
that it is loaded and ready for use. If this is the correct reading of the criminal mind, it
would suggest that the homeowner need only have a sign on the front lawn similar to one often seen on pickup trucks –
“Warning – This Home is ARMED AND READY”. A problem with this is that the sign alerts the criminal that a gun is
available in the house and might be available for “borrowing” if no one is home. Think about that!
Outside the home, carrying a gun is a possible way of protecting one’s person. A handgun is the weapon of choice for
this purpose. Acquisition of a handgun is fairly easy outside the letter of the law and a minor nuisance in
most states when acquired through a licensed dealer. If the gun is to be taken out of the home, the next
hurdle in most states is the permit to carry, which for the law-abiding citizen can be relatively easy
or somewhat difficult depending on the state laws. Then, even a permit to carry does not make
carrying a gun acceptable in many venues. One has to be prepared to be challenged by police and
security officers and submit to a likely unfriendly interview, particularly if the gun is loaded.
There is also the home safety issue. Having a loaded gun of any kind readily accessible
(meaning not under lock and key) is not wise if there are children in the home or even
occasionally visiting the home. If home defense is the purpose, it is assumed that the owner
is in residence when the criminal tries to gain access. Then the owner would want to have
quick access to the gun which is made more difficult by safety measures. Logistically, for
home defense, the weapon should be relatively near entry points to the home. Obviously, it is
impractical to have a gun convenient to every possible unlawful entry point. If only one gun (say
a handgun) is the protection, a compact, three-digit combination lockbox could be fastened to the
wall within easy reach of the door knob (an alternate location might be a close-by hall closet). This raises the obvious
issue when there are two or more doors and windows that might afford unlawful entry.
A gun is a potentially lethal weapon. So are knives, clubs, even fists. However, the gun has the added characteristic of
extended lethal distance, from physical contact to as much as a hundred yards in a second, depending on the
type of gun and bullet. No one can outrun a bullet! The lethality of the gun as defense is both its
justification and its major criticism. Too many shootings are accidental, and others inflict
unintended death, rather than disabling/wounding.
There are other non-lethal defensive tools for people to use in defense of their person
and property. For the home, a security alarm system is an option. Such systems, when
activated, will be triggered by a break-in. But the systems are often not activated
when someone is at home. The homeowner or resident can trigger the alarm on an
intrusion if they are near the alarm control. If that happens when the intruder is already

810-985-7151
unburst
Tours
S
888-577-0847
of Port Huron, MI
'

ABC

Home & Commercial Services

Birthday
Anniversary
Wedding
Graduation
Christmas

unburst Tours
SGift
Certificates
of Port Huron, Mi

make

Great Presents and Gifts
at Any Time for Any Occasion

All Sunburst Trips and Tours are
Completely Escorted Aboard
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches

Available in All
Denominations
from $25 to $100
plus Special
Custom
Amounts

Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Details at:

www.sunbursttours.com

We also do Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call!

02/12
02/15
02/16
02/17
02/18
02/19
02/21
02/22
02/26
03/05
03/08
03/12
03/13

Sun-02/14 Chip Inn Overnight (3 days) - $155
Wed Motor City Casino (pkg $30) - $27
Thu Hollywood Daytrip (up to $10 pkg) - $30
Fri Greektown Casino - $29
Sat Motor City Casino - South Route - $35
Sun-02/20 Sans Jan Little River - $99
Tue Firekeepers Casino - $32
Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) - $27
Sun A Broadway Co./Greektown Fundraiser - $40
Sun-03/06 Soaring Eagle Overnight - $128
Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) - $27
Sun-03/14 Chip Inn Overnight (3 days) - $155
Mon Soaring Eagle Concert Vicki Lawrence - $32
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in the home, the resident is at a disadvantage. The siren
and the automatic call to the security company and/
or police may be sufficient to cause the intruder to
speedily exit (or maybe not). But will the response
be in time to deter harm or property loss? These
systems are most effective in alerting break-ins
that occur when no one is home. Unknown is
the actual deterrent effect of the security system
sign on windows and outside the house, but one
would hope it is significant. Unfortunately, the
uncertain delay response time may not be very
effective in preventing bodily harm to the resident and losses in “grab and run”
burglaries.
Relatively inexpensive home security alarms can be installed by the homeowner
on windows and doors. They can alert the resident to a break-in (if home
and if activated) and neighbors (if close by and at home). Typically, the
alarms sound a horn or siren. Additionally, there may be a flashing
light, and some may even send a recorded 911 message. There are
no monthly fees, but most do not alert police or a security service.
If the home is in a rural area with some distance from neighbors,
no one may hear the alarm if the resident is not home.
What can you do to avoid a confrontation with an intruder in the
first place? As mentioned before, the typical residence will have at
least two entry points, doors and windows. All should have some
form of locking device. Doors should have deadbolts in addition to
the standard lock. Ideally, every entry door should have a “peephole” for
making a visual check of the person seeking entry. A security chain provides
a few moments respite against a person forcing the door. All too often, people
leave their attached garage door open, leaving the entry door to the house
vulnerable (and frequently unlocked). Typically, that door is the least secure
door to the house with an inexpensive lock-set, no deadbolt, no peephole, no
security chain and an interior quality door and door frame construction. A steel
door with deadbolt is advisable.
There is the alternative of a watch dog. A big
dog with a big bark can be a good deterrent to a
break-in. I need not go into the costs associated
with this security guard! Some people have a
recording of a large dog barking that is activated
by an electric eye or simpler device. Cheaper than
a real dog, but more effective?
What about personal defense alternatives to the
gun? How can you cope in a face-to-face encounter with a bad guy? There
are some things you can do. First are the physical, such as judo or karate.
They require training and physical ability. They require direct contact with an
aggressor and require strength and agility. Next are some disabling weapons
like baseball bats, batons, clubs, walking sticks, or golf clubs placed by the
door or in the car. However, some of these weapons are not easy to carry in a
purse and a strong aggressor can disarm the victim rather quickly. All present
an additional danger if you should be disarmed by the aggressor, who then
possesses a potentially deadly weapon. Success using disabling weapons in
defense assumes you are not confronted by an intruder with a gun aimed at you.
Remember a bullet travels very fast!
Other non-lethal self defense tools are available. Pepper and similar atomized
sprays are readily available to consumers. They can be quite disabling and are
relatively compact and modestly priced. They can be carried in a purse, coat,
pant or shirt pocket. The danger of causing serious injury to a child or intended
person is minimal, if reasonable caution is used. If the objective is to deal with
a home invasion, why not have a canister mounted adjacent to each entry door
of the home? Have one in the car! The small atomizers can be on a key ring and
be more readily accessible than a gun. A retired police officer friend suggests
that a person should have an aerosol can of bee/wasp spray in the door pocket of
the car. Another idea is to have a can of fluorescent spray paint in pink or yellow
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that would be sprayed at an assailants face to not only deter or blind, but also
mark them for apprehension.
Police also have non-lethal methods for dealing with difficult individuals. We
see the “taser” being used frequently, but they are not generally available to the
public. Stun guns are another option. They do not have the power of the taser
but can, for a few moments, stop and disorient an attacker. I found a variety of
stun guns (in designer colors) available on the internet for $30. They are the
size and appearance of a small flashlight and can double as a flashlight, making
them useful in two ways while out at night. A disadvantage is that close contact
with the aggressor is required.
What about a toy gun to warn off a potential intruder or attacker? It might
work, but if that person is armed it might result in retaliation. A paint ball gun
could be another idea, but most are too bulky and it is obvious what they are.
Being shot by a paint ball without protective gear can be quite painful but not
incapacitating and might not be a sufficient deterrent to a determined
attacker. Besides, having one strapped to your back in a Walmart
parking lot after dark might invite a conversation with a law
enforcement person.
A friend suggested a small defensive tool that most of us
have these days. It is not a physical defense. It is the “keyfob” ignition key alarm for the car. If you are near your car
in a parking lot, and even in your home, pressing the alarm
button will cause the car horn to make a lot of obnoxious noise
and alert passers-by or neighbors that something is amiss. In our
house we habitually hang our keys on a hook next to the front door.
If needed, we could easily use this as an alarm (if we think of it).
Finally, an intruder or attacker has an intent and is prepared to carry it out. You
are (usually) unprepared and off-guard and at a disadvantage mentally. It might
be wise to have thought out ahead of time what you might do if confronting
an intruder or attacker. Depending on the situation, passivity might be the best
response. In other situations, running and screaming may be the only recourse.

810-984-1373
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1

On this day in
1901, Clark
Gable, American film
actor (Mutiny on the
Bounty and Gone
with the Wind) is
born.

2

On this day
in 1494,
Columbus begins the
practice of using
Native Americans as
slaves.

3

On this day
in 1927,
President Calvin
Coolidge signs a bill
creating the Federal
Radio Commission to
regulate the
airwaves.

4

On this day
in 1932,
Governor Franklin D.
Roosevelt
inaugurates the
Winter Olympics at
Lake Placid, New
York.

5

On this day
in 1922,
Reader’s Digest
begins publication in
New York.

6

7

On this day in
1926, Negro
History Week,
originated by Carter
G. Woodson, is
observed for the first
time.

8

On this day in
1990, CBS
television temporarily
suspends Andy
Rooney for his
anti-gay and
anti-black remarks in
a magazine
interview.

9

10

11

12

On this day in
1931, Japan
makes its first
television broadcast
– a baseball game.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

this day in
20 On
1965, Ranger 21

On this day
in 1925,
President Calvin
Coolidge proposes
the phasing out of
inheritance tax.

On this day in
1899, The
Spanish-American
War ends.

On this day in
1865, the
Confederacy
approves the
recruitment of
slaves as soldiers,
as long as the
approval of their
owners is gained.

8 hits the moon and
sends back 7,000
photos to the United
States.

On this day in
1848, James
Polk becomes the
first U.S. President to
be photographed in
office by Matthew
Brady.

On this day in
1878, the
world’s first
telephone book is
issued by the New
Haven, Connecticut,
Telephone Company
containing the names
of its 50 subscribers.

On this day in
1965,
Canada’s maple leaf
flag is raised for the
first time.

On this day in
1994, Nelson
Mandela becomes
the first black
president of South
Africa.

On this day in
1937, Dupont
patents a new
thread, nylon, which
will replace silk in a
number of products
and reduce costs.

On this day in
1942, the war
halts civilian car
production at Ford.

On this day in
1909, Apache
chief Geronimo dies
of pneumonia at age
80, while still in
captivity at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma.
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On this day in
1945, a
meeting of President
Franklin Roosevelt,
Prime Minister
Winston Churchill
and Marshal Joseph
Stalin in Yalta
adjourns.
On this day
in 1688,
Quakers in
Germantown,
Pennsylvania, adopt
the first formal
antislavery
resolution in
America.

this day in
this day in
On this day in
this day in
22 On1819,
23 On1846,
24 On1895,
25 1836,
Spain
the
Samuel
the
signs a treaty with
the United States
ceding eastern
Florida.

Liberty Bell tolls for
the last time, to
mark George
Washington’s
birthday.

Cuban War of
Independence
begins.

Colt patents the first
revolving cylinder
multi-shot firearm.

this day in
On this day in
this day in
26 On
28 On1916,
1933, ground 27 1939, the
Haiti
is broken for the
Golden Gate Bridge
in San Francisco.

Supreme Court
outlaws sit-down
strikes.

ABC

becomes the first
U.S. protectorate.
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505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar
Celebrating 180 Years!

Mallards Landing is the latest concept in
retirement living for mature adults who
desire health, comfort, good friends and
good times, yet know that assisted care is
available, if desired.
Private apartments at
Mallards Landing are
fully eqipped and
enable you to choose to
live in a lovely one or
two bedroom apartment,
ready to be furnished
and decorated with your
favorite belongings.

By Pat Daly,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

“Freda, come sit down. We need to have a serious talk.”
“I hope it’s not about me forgetting to shut the basement light off.”
“No, I read where it’s important for couples to have ‘the talk’.”
“Oh Fred, my mother gave me ‘the talk’ when I was thirteen years old. Has
anything changed?”
“Nowadays ‘the talk’ refers to the need to make funeral arrangements before
the bucket gets kicked. I think we both agreed ashes to ashes, right?”
“Yes, why occupy a plot of ground that we can’t plant anything on?”

.

4601 S. River Road • East China • 810-329-7169

“Funerals are running several thousands of dollars, and Frankenburgs has a
prepaid, no-showing, immediate cremation deal for $999 and the price is locked
in.”
“I’m fine with the price, but I’m a little leery about what they mean by
‘immediate’.”
They met with the funeral director and talked the talk. Feeling smug over
saving so much money in the future, they prepared to sign up, but Freda asked
about the ashes. She was told the remains would be given to the family in a
small cardboard box. Fred and Freda exchanged looks.
“Is that the only thing you have?” asked Freda
The director was pleased to show them a vast array of cremation urns.
“Look, this one is in the shape of a Viking ship; it would be perfect for you,
and it would look lovely on the mantel.”
“OK, let’s find one for you. How about this? Your very own castle.”
The bill came to $2,642. They paid it, still feeling smug about how much they
saved and how snug they would be when their buckets got kicked.
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Dear Liv,

Today’s Best Music

To Advertise With Us Call Lisa at
www.foxfm.com

888-530-3426

United Construction
Specialist in Energy Efficient, Custom Modular & Site-Built Homes

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• We specialize in Energy Efficient Wood Foundations
• One Contractor from Start to Finish
• We also specialize in Home Remodels,
Additions, Pole Barns, Garages & Decks.

Coming this month a new Kingsley Modular!
810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

I’d like to talk to you about my close
friend who I’ve known all my life, grew
up as school mates, had hundreds of sleepovers, and whom I love very much.
Although she’s many wonderful things,
what seems to stand out more than
anything these days is her excessive
By Liv Anne Lern
drinking. There’s no other way to say
it. She simply drinks too much. I drink too, but not like she does. I think social drinking is
fine. There’s nothing wrong with having a couple of drinks when you go out to dinner or
when you get together with some friends; however, my friend can’t seem to have “just a few
drinks”. I’ve been overlooking it for years. In fact I’ve done lots of things to avoid being
around her when she gets all liquored up, as she’s very annoying and over-the-top when
she gets drunk. She repeats herself, tells you about 500 times how much she loves you, she
gets very loud, corners you and tells you a story that has no relevance, and in general, just
embarrasses herself. I’ve found myself going home early at times when we’ve been out,
and even making excuses not to go out in the first place. And it’s not just her behavior that’s
bothering me. She looks tired and worn out. I’m worried that she may become ill.
My friend is a great person when she’s not drinking. She’s kind, generous, loving, funny,
trustworthy, and a whole lot more. I’ve gotten to the age where I want to spend quality time
with my friends; not time figuring out ways to avoid them at some point during the evening!
All of our mutual friends are aware of her drinking and feel exactly the same way, but no
one ever says anything about it. It’s one of those difficult situations where everyone just
stays out of it. I’m not sure what I should do. She’s a grown woman. We’re in our 50’s and
most of us are grandparents. I’m not thinking she’s going to change any time soon. What
are my options here? Do I speak to her about this? Do I just continue to avoid her? I love
her and care about her, and it hurts me to watch her when she gets like this. What do you
think I should do?
Disheartened
Dear Disheartened,
This is one of those times when you pretty much put yourself on the line if you speak out
about it. If this was a situation that just started a couple of months ago – “my friend recently
started drinking excessively” – that would be a very different story. In that situation, there
would probably be some issues occurring in your friend’s life that were causing her to drink
more than usual. Speaking with her about her recent behavior and your concerns for her
well-being would most likely be heard with an open mind and heart. She would be grateful
for your concerns, and would be likely to confide in you and discuss the issues at hand.
HOWEVER…that’s just not the case here. According to the email you sent me, this has
been going on for a very long time. It appears quite clear that this is the path your friend has
chosen to take, and you’re right in thinking that it’s unlikely that there’ll be any changes
coming soon.
Obviously you are free to approach the subject with her; however, I guess I would wonder
about your objective? If she’s pressuring you to go on a vacation with her for a week, then
I can understand why you’d want to discuss this with her. If another close friend of yours
(God forbid) was ill due to an alcohol related disease, again, I could certainly see why you’d
want to have a chat with her. I’m sure there are other reasons why you might want to discuss
her actions, but for the most part, if there isn’t a specific incident that has recently occurred,
I’m not sure what you’re thinking will happen by broaching this subject?
If this was my friend, for the moment, I would lay low. If one day she brings up the
subject or is complaining that she isn’t feeling well or does something that offers you an
opportunity to speak with her about this, then jump on it. Tell her how much you love her,
and the concerns you have for her health both mentally and physically. And of course if
she’s drinking and driving, PLEASE talk to her about that, REGARDLESS! We ALL need
her to make good choices regarding getting behind the wheel!
As it stands, I would continue to pick and choose when to be around her, but I’d make
sure to be prepared. For example, always have your own vehicle so you can depart when
you feel things are starting to get out of hand. When you’re at a social event with others,
spend time visiting with others. You don’t have to hang out with her all the time. I know
it’s disappointing that she does this, but her life is her life. She can live it any way that she
chooses. I know you don’t like her drinking and the behavior that accompanies it, but she’s
still is a good friend, and enjoying the best part of her is probably going to work best for
everyone at this particular juncture.
Live and Learn
If you would like to ask Liv a question that may be addressed in a future column, send a
short email to livannelern@gmail.com.
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constructed a larger facility near Niagara Falls in 1895. Another
breakthrough came to him while he was experimenting with
carborundum under different temperatures – while heating the product to 7,500
degrees Fahrenheit, Acheson realized the silicon dissipated, which left behind nearly
pure carbon. This discovery, which proved to be an extremely useful lubricant, led to
the creation of the Acheson Graphite Company in 1899. The graphite was also very
profitable because it was used in light bulbs as a filament.
Unfortunately, Edward was better at working with chemicals than he was at running
a business, which often caused investors to remove him from positions of power.
This was the case in 1901, when he lost his position as president of his Carborundum
Company. Acheson spent the rest of his career working with his various businesses,
as well as spending time experimenting with chemicals. For his hard work, Edward
received a slew of awards and honors, such as the grand prize at the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition, a gold medal at Pan-American Exposition in 1901,
and the John Scott Medal from the Franklin Institute, which
he won twice.
While he held more than 70 patents throughout his
lifetime, one of Edward’s greatest inventions was
undoubtedly carborundum, which was said to be one
of the 22 most influential discoveries that caused
the industrial age, and is still in use to this day, The
product was so important to the Industrial Revolution
that without it, the mass production of nearly every
transposable metal product would have been nearly
impossible. Edward Goodrich Acheson passed away
on July 6, 1931, at the age of 81 years old in New
York, but his legacy lives on through the numerous
businesses he created, many of which are still in
operation today. As a reminder of his influence on the city
of Port Huron, St. Clair County Community College’s Applied
Technology Center was adorned with the name Edward Goodrich
Acheson as a tribute to the chemist on May 1, 2001.
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The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

“The winter solstice has always been special to me as a barren darkness
that gives birth to a verdant future beyond imagination, a time of pain and
withdrawal that produces something joyfully inconceivable, like a monarch
butterfly masterfully extracting itself from the confines of its cocoon, bursting
forth into unexpected glory.”
			
- Gary Zukav
What is your purpose? What is your potential? Ideally, these should be
questions that you ask of yourself and your intimate relationship. Of course,
your response and attitude will be a direct reflection of your “reality”. But,
are these two questions being dosed with any depth and frequency? If not,
do you really have a good reason as to why they aren’t? Without going into a
philosophical, spiritual, psychological, or religious discussion … these are two
extremely simple yet powerful “inquiries”.
We are not born with our potential upon us. Rather, it lays waiting within us.
And there is only one way to reach it, and that is through growth. But growth
also has a powerful ally … and as strange as it may sound, that ally is pain.
Pain plays a vital role in our life. While normally viewed in a very negative
sense, it is a vital necessity. Pain encompasses every realm of our existence:
physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. When “listened to” correctly,
it can be a compass guiding us into a more healing position. Just as a broken
leg won’t allow weight, torque, or pressure without discomfort, so too, we
receive these pain signals from a non-physical sense. If we become mentally
overwhelmed with all of our duties, our body then also becomes stressed and
sends responses for us to slow down and rest. These are all common and well
known associations. However, pain is important in our emotional and spiritual
development as well. When we are not true to the callings of our intended
growth path … we then are not listening to the voice of our needs. This nullifies
the stirrings of our heartfelt soul, diminishing and denying our purpose.
When we ignore our needs, there is always a consequence. This deafness
manifests itself through many means – feeling sad, bitter, resentful, jealous,
empty, uncertain, inadequate, stagnant, or frustrated without good reason.
Or diffusing our needs through excuses such as why fix something that’s not
broken, it’ll never work, I’m too old for this, it’s not in my nature, etc. Being
filled with regrets, possessing a strong ego, backing away from intimacy,
having a fear for change, being uncomfortable with the quiet, or being anxious
when alone, can be other signals as well. The list can go on and on. These are
the “pain signals” that our soul sends out … letting us know its cry is not being
heard. Remember, our innate voice is not like the clamorous calling of the ego.
The ego’s boisterous posture can be like the spoiled brat who has a tantrum
when not getting their way, switching demands on whim. Our soulful self
tends to send a more subtle and unwavering calling. But we must have quiet,
solitude, and introspection to hear the details of its beckon. For this reason, and
especially in today’s over-indulgent, superficial and media world – the ego can
too easily win out over who gets the majority of our attention.
We all have gone through periods in our life where the connection to ourselves
and our spirit became eroded and eaten away, drowned out by the voices and
sounds outside of ourselves. The intrinsic signals and impulses that our needs
transmit become lost. Or do they? Don’t be fooled by the gentle nature of
our soulful voice. When its needs are being ignored, it does know how to
inflict considerable pain. But unlike physical aches, this torment is a different
animal. There is no direct central nervous system to communicate to. There
is no immediate jab of pain telling us to move forward with a different choice
or direction. Its pain path is a much slower and less recognizable process –
and even more debilitating. The symptoms of ignoring this inner voice can
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be exhibited by defeating and drowning behaviors such as alcoholism, drug
use, gambling addictions, pornography, lack of motivation, excessive wants,
reliance on too much TV, Internet, video games, recreational sex, sports, or
spending, being married to work, blaming others for our problems, putting
others down (thereby raising us up), anger or control issues, surrounding
ourselves with people, as well as other out of balance avoidance mechanisms.
All geared to escape the pain of “our reality”. Other coping actions include
becoming “chameleons”. We best fit ourselves into particular roles by acting
in different ways, dependent upon who we are with. It can vary between our
partner, family, friends, work, and social settings. The problem outside the
obvious of not being genuine, is that all of these personality pieces are not real,
and don’t fit together as a whole. At the end of the day when we look in the
mirror, who is it that we really are?
How we respond to the pain of ignoring our soulful needs is key. Do we
allow it to neutralize and immobilize our growth? Do we respond by adding
extra helpings of our existing negative coping behaviors, setting us even
further back? Or, do we adjust in a positive direction and move forward? In
the same manner that physical pain guides us from further hurting our bodies,
the pain for not following our heart and soul are there for a reason as well.
These “growing pains” can help direct our progress toward the True North of
our potential. While no one will have lived the perfect life, one filled without
mistakes and regrets, some lives and relationships are lived closer to potential
than others. Eckhart Tolle said, “To know yourself as the Being underneath the
thinker, the stillness underneath the mental noise, the love and joy underneath
the pain, is freedom, salvation, enlightenment.” Take the time to really listen to
what your pain may be trying to tell you – and what you hear back – just may
be the whisperings of your soul.
Thanks for reading! Please send any questions or comments to
1and1equal3@gmail.com.
Our next column will take a look at the different dimensions of “giving”
within relationship.
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I felt the need to share...
I found a great person to help me with decisions about
my end of life ceremony (Advance Funeral Plan).
If you ever want to talk to a knowledgeable
professional about this, may I suggest you
get in touch with Dane Galvin at
Bower-Rose Funeral Home.

Dane Galvin
(810) 765-8700
dane.galvin@yahoo.com

Bower - Rose
Funeral Home

www.bowerrosefuneralhome.com

Thumb Birds are a
group of people who get
together twice a year –
once in Michigan in late summer and
once in January, February or March
in Florida for the purpose of
socializing, creating new friendships,
and sharing our experiences in both
Michigan and Florida with other
members of the group. The specific
location of the event in each state
can change depending on who is
hosting it. We always welcome new
members to the group.
The only requirements to join the
Thumb Birds are that you live or
have lived in one of the nine counties
that ThumbPrint News covers
(Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Macomb,

Oakland, St. Clair, Tuscola
or Wayne) and that you
now spend either part or all of the
year in Florida. We get together to
socialize and enjoy a wonderful
pot-luck lunch or dinner; many of us
have made some wonderful, new
friendships – and even get together
as smaller groups during different
times of the year.
If you are
interested, please send your name,
addresses in both Michigan and
Florida,
and
your
phone
number in both places to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
Once we receive that information,
we will welcome you to the Thumb
Birds and send you an invitation to
our next get-together in Michigan in
late summer (date and place not yet
established).

Fun fact: Did you know
that no matter where you
are in Florida, you are never
more than 60 miles from
the ocean?

Are You a
Thumb Bird?

By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Here we are, only one
month into this new year
and many of us have already
set aside some of the resolutions we were
so anxious to keep. There are some of us
who have learned our lessons over time
and don’t even make those false promises
to ourselves. And, there are those among
us who are actually reasonable in creating
resolves and remain committed to making
them happen. Regardless of what your
resolution characteristic is, there’s still
time to replace one given up, add one to
the list you are keeping, or by becoming
a believer and adopt just one for the
remainder of the year. It’s all about giving.
There are many reasons why we should
give of our time, talents and treasures.
In doing so, you will always make a
difference. Giving of yourself or your
money offers an opportunity to contribute
to the betterment of the lives of others
in a special way. The receivers may be
individuals or possibly
organizations that reach
out to those in need. Your
donation of time, abilities
and funds will often work
in a way that is larger than
yourself. It is multiplied
several times over.
A second reason
for giving is that it
really is fun. You’re
able to witness the
joy of someone or an
organization as they
become the beneficiary
of your giving. There are
the faces with wide smiles, the eyes with
happy tears, and the stories of what your
gift will allow others to do. There’s a
satisfaction in seeing the difference you’ve
made in the lives of others.
Just being more personally thankful
is another reason for giving. As you
give away something that is yours, you
are recognizing all the good things that
you have received. Your thankfulness
is demonstrated by giving them away.
Certainly, being thankful is an important
aspect of being happy in life.
Being a giver additionally helps us
to create a mentality of abundance. By
giving of yourself, you are acknowledging
that you’re fine by being without that
which you have given. If your giving is
done in an abundant way, it means you’re
confident in being without your gift. This
portrays an understanding that money
really is in abundance, and even if you
don’t have much, the mere act of giving
places a focus on believing that you do.
And, if you’re a believer that money is
abundant, you will probably act in ways
that create that abundance. It has a way of

coming back.
I believe there’s a very
clear link between giving
and receiving. I have found that
those who give of themselves, whether it
be money, time or personal skills, tend
to receive more in return. In my mind,
there’s no magic to these occurrences,
but there is an effect on our psychological
makeup. Truly I think when you combine
thankfulness for your ability to give with
an attitude that there is an abundance of
what you give, you will find opportunities
for gifts coming to you personally.
So, where do you begin? Whether you
don’t have much money, a limited amount
of spare time, or aren’t confident about
special skills, there’s a place for you. A
good place to start your search is your
church or any church. You will always
find our spiritual community is in touch
with those who have a need.
Hospitals have volunteer opportunities,
as do most pregnancy care and hospice
centers. How about
the Salvation Army
or one of the many
community pantries? In
your own communities
there are numerous
organizations that
look for volunteers
and funding for food,
clothing and other
forms of assistance for
children.
There should be no
difficulty deciding on
where to contribute
your time, talents or
treasures. Just think about your own
interests, those of others in your family,
or a special concern you may have. Look
for ways to give to those causes that are
meaningful to you and motivate a passion
to get involved.
Other opportunities to be a giver come
as random acts. This may be the giving
of a gift card for groceries to an elderly
person living near you or to someone
who recently lost a job and has a family
to provide for. How about something as
simple as a box of diapers for the new
parents in your community? Think about
a flower arrangement for a hospital patient
you don’t even know.
The only purpose in this essay is to
stimulate a thought about why, how and
where to share some of your money, a little
of your time and a few of your abilities.
The next step is up to you. If you’re not a
giver, now is the time to begin. If you’re
already a giver, think about giving more
abundantly. And, remember, it will come
back to you several times over. Let’s
make this new year a little happier for all
of us.
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THRILLS Continued from Page 1
1600s, the issue of transporting
goods across waterways
once they became frozen
solid caused many issues. To
alleviate the problem, skis were
fashioned on sail boats that sat
idle during the winter, giving
them the ability to glide across
Iceboats in the 1700s
the ice with help from the wind to push them. Those of
Dutch heritage, who came to the United States near the end of the 1700s, brought
this means of transportation with them to the New World – New York residents were
some of the first people in the country to see these unfamiliar crafts seemingly float
on top of the frozen Hudson River. In 1790, the first American-built iceboat was
constructed by Oliver Booth in Poughkeepsie, New York.
By the mid-1800s, iceboating went from a way to ship goods across the frozen
waterways, to a leisure activity only the rich families could afford to take part
in. The first official club, the Poughkeepsie Ice Yacht Club, was established in
1861. For those who wanted to construct their own vessel, they had the option
to request building plans for 25 cents,
with the ability to make their own with
approximately $15 in materials, which
was a large sum of money at the time.
Although the speed achievable on an
iceboat may not be as impressive to
us today due to the fact that we have
various vehicles capable of reaching an
excess of 200 mph, an iceboat was the
fastest form of transportation on earth
prior to 1876, which was announced
at the Centennial Exhibition in
Iceboating on the Saint Lawrence River around 1860
Philadelphia.
The turn of the century brought the sport to the lakes around the Midwest,
which included Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. While iceboating was still
primarily an activity for wealthier families into the 1900s, an innovation was
created in Detroit in the 1930s, which made the venture available to nearly
everyone. In the hobby shop of the Detroit News, nearly 50 people gathered
who had an interest in creating an affordable iceboat with the help of famous
iceboaters Joseph Lodge and Norman Jarrait, along with Archie Arrol, who was
well-known for his woodworking skills. Each member of the group paid $32,
which supplied them with the components needed to build the ship referred to as
the Blue Streak 60. The team searched salvage yards and local hardware stores to
find whatever parts would be useable to design the new iceboat. Once everyone
had constructed a different boat, it was time to take them to the ice for a test
drive. The trial was less than successful, and resulted in the frozen Lake St. Clair
being covered with scrap lumber and various other boat parts. A majority of the
designs had major flaws, which often ended in a wreck. The following year the
group got together again to work through the issues of their previous creations.
One thing that surprised many iceboaters was the fact that the smaller Blue
Streak 60 was able to sail with
very little wind, while the more
traditional larger vessels required
much stronger gusts to get them
moving.
Aside from the alluring price
of the Blue Streak 60, the other
selling point for those interested
in trying iceboating was the fact
that they were small enough to be
built inside a garage at a length of
12 feet, and could be transported
on top of a car or in the bed of a
truck. Prior to the creation of this
smaller class of vessels, many
"Lifting the iceboat from the top of the family car."
Class A iceboats were 50 feet or
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larger, which made hauling the boat to the best available ice very difficult. Soon
the Blue Streak 60 received its current name DN 60 – DN for the Detroit News,
who was responsible for the contests which birthed the type of iceboat, and 60
for the total square feet of sail. As the years passed, a few changes were made to
the DN’s official design, such as the use of lighter and more durable material as
it became available. By the time the 1950s rolled around, four iceboating clubs
were organized around Detroit – the birth of the International DN Ice Yacht
Racing Association happened in 1953, after multiple clubs met on Cass Lake.
While the sport of iceboating poses potential dangers, such as breaking
through weak ice or hitting a pressure ridge, the thrill of zooming across the
ice mere inches above the surface at high speeds is an adrenalin-junkie's dream
come true. Many speed records have been set and broken throughout the years
of iceboating, but much uncertainty surrounds the current world record. Some
claim Chuck Nevitt exceeded 150 mph during a race in the late 1930s, but the
general consensus is 143 mph set by John D. Buckstaff in 1947, is the official
record. In order to be fully dedicated to the activity, one must have a flexible
schedule and the ability to pick up and drive as much as a few hours away on a
moment’s notice to sail the best possible ice available.
Despite the astounding price tags on most of the Class A iceboats, many
of them have stood the test of time. The Jack Frost, built in 1889, still glides
across the ice after nearly
130 years of use. The
innovation that was the
brainchild of the group
of individuals gathered in
the Detroit News’ hobby
shop in 1937, now has
more than 8,000 vessels
registered, and holds the
title of being the biggest
single-design class of boat
in the world.
Iceboats on the Hudson River
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HOUSE
By Paul Welch,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

With winter and snow comes those
pesky icicles and ice dams. I have
talked about the importance of good
insulation and venting so your attic
space is a similar temperature to the
outside. Another thing you can do is
clean the snow off of your roof. It is
easy to go buy a roof rake for about 20
to 40 dollars, depending on the length.
What happens when the stores run out
because of an upcoming storm? It is
possible to make your own roof rake
for around the same price with items
found at your local home improvement
store. This is how you do it:
Item List – You will need a 20-foot
length (or two 10-foot lengths) and a
connector of 3/4 inch EMT conduit,
three 3/4 inch EMT male threaded
adapters, a 45-degree galvanized pipe
elbow, a 3/4 inch galvanized pipe
flange, 5/8 inch flat head sheet metal
screws and a 1" x 10" board cut to
a three-foot length. Having a drill/
driver will also be ideal.
The Head – With a drill/driver,
screw the 3/4 inch pipe flange to the
three-foot long 1"x10" board. Attach
it about a quarter of the way down from
the top edge. Cut a one-foot piece
from your 20-foot piece of conduit (or
from one of the two 10-foot pieces)
and attach one of the EMT male
thread adapters to one side (usually by
tightening the screw on the side, or a
nut if it is a compression adapter) and
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thread it into the pipe flange. Thread
the 45-degree galvanized elbow on
the other adapter until it is tight and
connect it to the short piece of conduit
so it faces down towards the larger
side of the board. Now you are ready
to attach the handle, which is the
simple part.
Have a Handle on It – Finally,
attach the rest of the conduit to the
last male thread adapter and thread
it into the other side of the 45-degree
elbow.
If you used two 10-foot
pieces, connect them using an EMT
conduit connector. Your task is now
complete, and you can celebrate your
achievement by cleaning the snow off
your roof. You can also talk about your
accomplishment to the astonishment
of others, though they may find it a
little less interesting.
Buy it First – Building a roof rake is
only a good idea if you can't find one
in the store or can do it cheaper than
buying one. You can also do it if you
just like to build stuff on your own,
because that can be fun too. Always
weigh your options and choose what
is best for you. The ones in the store
will weigh less, making them easier to
handle and a better choice for you.
Be safe in everything you do,
especially working outside. The cold
this time of year is brutal and makes
working outside even harder on the
body. Always remember to know your
limits and hire reputable help when
needed.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
It has been a while since I've read ThumbPrint News and recently I picked up the
January 2017 publication. I really enjoyed reading the Letter from the Editor. I agree
100% that there is a problem with people making generalizations. Our country could be
great, if each of us could see the good in everyone around us. I feel that pride has such
an impact on people and I see it in my workplace and all around us.
Do you have a Facebook page for ThumbPrint News? Would you approve of me
sharing this article with friends on Facebook?
Thank you for touching on a subject that is so sensitive right now. May God bless
you and your staff, to continue to place in your hearts the words that will reach others
in a positive way.
I look forward to reading future publications.
Sincerely,
Heather Gruell
Editor's Note: Yes, we do have a Facebook page! Please feel free to share; just go to
http://bit.ly/fbTPN to like our page. You can also read past issues of our publication on
our website, just visit www.thumbprintnews.com/past-issues.
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With Wine, Endless
Treasures Await
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

On January 12, 2007, one of the
world's greatest violin players set up
shop in the L'Enfant Plaza Metro station
in Washington, D.C. Wearing jeans, a
long-sleeved T-shirt, and a Washington
Nationals’ baseball cap, 39-year-old
Joshua Bell pulled out his instrument,
handcrafted by Antonio Stradivari in
1713, and purchased in 2003, for nearly
$4 million, and played six classical songs
for rush-hour commuters.
The setting of Bell's 43-minute
performance was unusual, to say the
least. By the time he was 14, the violin
prodigy was soloing for the Philadelphia
Orchestra. At 17, he made his first
appearance at Carnegie Hall. He has
performed as a guest soloist for the New
York Philharmonic three times and
currently directs one of the world's most
celebrated chamber orchestras.
More than 1,000 commuters came
within earshot of Bell that morning and
witnessed a world-class performance
from a musical genius on one of the finest
instruments ever crafted. Yet among the
mass of hurried Metro riders, Bell went
almost unnoticed.
What does any of this have to do with
wine? Quite a bit.
Giant corporate producers dominate
the wine market. In the United States,
three brands, E. & J. Gallo, the Wine
Group and Constellation, produced
172.3 million cases of wine in 2012,
accounting for roughly 50 percent of
wine sales.
Yet most of the world's finest wines
are produced by small, unassuming, and
largely ignored grape growers. Unlike
the big brands, these vignerons produce
wines that reflect the regions and
vineyards in which the grapes are grown.
Their wines have a distinctiveness that
can't be matched by mass-produced
alternatives.
In other words, wine consumers
are surrounded by Joshua-Bell level
brilliance. Serious wine enthusiasts are
finally paying attention.
Other wine-producing countries boast
similar ratios; the back roads of Italy,
France and Spain are full of passionate
vignerons who make miniscule amounts
of compelling, soulful wine. And just as
Bell can be readily ignored once separated
from a "brand-name" institution like
Carnegie Hall, it's easy to overlook the

excellence of these small producers. They
don't have the kind of status that comes
with a recognizable brand name like, say,
Veuve Clicquot, which produces more
than one million cases of Champagne
annually.
This lack of name recognition has
enabled big producers to effectively
monopolize the wine market, especially
in the United States. But that's changing.
One man who helped launch this shift
is Kermit Lynch, a writer and musician
who started to recognize these growers
more than three decades ago.
With a $5,000 loan from his girlfriend,
he opened an eponymous wine shop in
northern California in 1972. He soon
became a distributor and importer as
well, visiting Europe regularly to look
for the wine equivalent of Stradivariuswielding fiddlers in a Metro station. And
he began educating consumers about the
virtues of traditional wines – artisanal
projects, produced with minimal
intervention, that express a sense of
place.
Lynch inspired many imitators. These
days, if you walk into any good wine
retailer and watch how the geekiest
consumers shop, you'll undoubtedly see
people flipping bottles over to check
the import label. These savvy shoppers
know that in addition to Lynch, they can
rely on importers like Neal Rosenthal,
Louis/Dressner, Terry Theise and Peter
Weygandt to bring in good wine.
The tastes of these small importers are,
without question, ascendant. Sommeliers
and boutique retailers, too, are beginning
to eschew what Lynch calls "pop" wines –
heavy, oak-soaked concoctions designed
for mass appeal. At restaurants and
on retail shelves across the country,
consumers can now find interesting,
small-production wines more easily than
ever before. And America's booming
wine tourism industry is proof that
consumers appreciate wine beyond
Sutter Home and Barefoot.
Consumers are finally recognizing that
the subway-station musician they've long
ignored may be a treasure
waiting to be discovered.
Editor’s Note: David
White is the founder and
editor of Terroirist.com,
which was named “Best
Overall Wine Blog” at the
2013 Wine Blog Awards.
His columns are housed
at GrapeCollective.com.
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ThumbPrint News traveled again to Colorado, thanks to
two of our faithful readers. Wes Pease sent the paper to
his sister, Joan Pease, who lives in Colorado. (At the time
Wes sent it, ThumbPrint News had not yet traveled to
Colorado, but by the time we received this photo and
information, another reader had beat her to it!) However,
we always welcome readers taking our paper with them to
states that have been featured before, as well as to the
very last state we still need to feature – Arkansas – to
complete our tour of the entire United States. Joan’s photo
and thoughts are on right side of the board in the red.
The other reader who traveled with our paper to Colorado
was Carol Edgar of Port Huron, Michigan. Carol’s photo
and thoughts are on the left side of the board in the yellow.
If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you anyplace in
the world and would like to share your picture(s) with our
readers, we would love to see them. Please send your
pictures to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and attach a
good quality .jpg file of your photo or photos. We would
also appreciate a short paragraph telling us about the
place that you and ThumbPrint News traveled to.
For those readers who still have photos which you sent to
us and which have not yet been featured, they will be in
2017, so keep reading ThumbPrint News – and watch for
your photos!

n, MI
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Joan Pease of Buena Vista, CO

What
To Look
For
Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 16,
2017, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person
will be notified.
For our January contest, we asked our readers to identify who
the now famous person pictured to the right as a young child is.
Our readers were right on the ball and we had tons of correct
answers (over 100)! Of all of those submitting the correct answer,
Kristy Ruprect of Lenox, Michigan was randomly chosen to be
entered into the year-end drawing. Donald Trump identified the
young child as our current president, Donald J. Trump.
Here are a few facts you may or may not know about President Trump (all facts
compliments of Wikipedia):
• At age 13, Trump was enrolled in the New York Military Academy in Cornwall,
New York, where he finished eighth grade and high school.
• Trump is of paternal German ancestry and maternal Scottish
ancestry.
• The family name, which was formerly spelled Drumpf, was
changed to Trump during the Thirty Years’ War in the 17th century.
• At age 70, Trump is the oldest and wealthiest person to
assume the presidency, and the first without prior military or
governmental service.
For our March contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the object pictured to the left is and for what
it is used. Remember, go to www.thumbprintnews.com
if you know the answer. Good luck!

They Can Be
Almost Anywhere!
If you suspect bed bugs, call us to set
up an inspection and/or treatment.

ABC

Home &
Commercial
Services

810.794.5678

Bed Bugs Aren’t Just In Your Bed! Nesting Locations:
Mattresses, Box Springs, Bed Frames, Couches, Clutter,
Wood Furniture, Basebords, Toys, Luggage, Vehicles & More.

You don’t have to leave your home or move furniture during treatment.

│ abcbees@comcast.net │ www.abcbees.com │ Licensed & Insured

CALL TODAY
& SAVE UP TO 50%

800-318-5121
Call for more details
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If you have an event in March that you would like listed in the March issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by February 12, 2017. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events
that were submitted earliest and non-profit
Lapeer - February 7 & 21
events will be given the first priority.
Military Moms' Group, American
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your
hometown to attend any of these events, please
call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for
any cancellations.

Genesee

Flint - February 20
Concert: Make Music on
Presidents Day, U of M, 303

E. Kearsley St., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m.
Tickets are $5, free to students with
current ID. Tickets are available at the
door one-half hour before the event.
Seating is open, with no reserved
seats. For more information call
the Department of Music at
(810) 762-3377.

Huron

Bad Axe - February 4 & 18
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Admission $6. Bring finger foods
and friends! Cancellations on WLEW
and WMIC radio. Entertainment
on February 4 will be The Ernie
Essenmacher Band. February 18
will be the Valentine Dance with
entertainment by Lighthouse Three.
For more information call Jerry at
(989) 269-6348.

Port Hope - February 19
Fireman's Breakfast, 4250

N. Lakeshore Rd., breakfast served
from 9:00 a.m. ‒ 1:00 p.m. For
more information call Gary at
(989) 428-3463.

Lapeer

Lapeer - February 7
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45 p.m.
‒ 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6 seniors,
$4 ages 7 - 12 (under 7 free). Public
welcome. All proceeds go towards
Lapeer District Schools' scholarship
fund. For more information call
(810) 664-9312.

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
6:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Free support
group for those who have loved
ones serving in the Armed Forces.
Please bring photos and any other
memorabilia to share. For more
information call Terri at
(810) 728-7121.

Lapeer - February 10
Euchre Tournament, Gallery 194,

194 W. Nepessing St., registration
begins at 6:00 p.m.; games begin at
7:00 p.m. Ten games of eight hands
will be played. Silent auction, coffee,
water, subs, chips and desserts will be
provided. Cash prizes. Adult beverages
will be available. $20 per person;
only 80 tickets sold. Proceeds to
benefit Center for the Arts of Greater
Lapeer. For tickets call Gallery 194
at (810) 664-4824 or stop by
Tuesday through Saturday
from 11:00 a.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m.

Lapeer - February 14
Taco Night, American Legion Post

16, 1701 W. Genesee St., lounge area,
4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Public welcome.
$2 per taco. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Attica - February 23
Agricultural Safety/
Emergencies: Think Smart
Before You Start Seminars,

Ed-Tech Center, 690 N. Lake Pleasant
Rd., 8:00 a.m. ‒ 9:30 p.m. For more
information call Wayne Bauer at
(989) 295-8319.

Lapeer - February 26
Michael Bublé Star Tribute
Dinner Show, Elk's Lodge, 200 E.

Nepessing St., doors open at 5:00
p.m.; dinner 6:00 p.m.; show 7:00 p.m.
Featuring artist Bryan Dixon. $30 per
person or table of 8 for $200. Ticket
includes buffet dinner and 2-hour
show. For more information or to RSVP
call Gary at (810) 441-9075.

to read online anytime!

Lapeer - February 26
Annual Railroad Swap Meet
(Lapeer Model Railroaders),

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m.
$3 per person (children under 4 free).
Operating layouts, books, hobby
supplies and railroadiana. For more
information call Jim Wison at
(810) 664-7881.

Macomb

Memphis - February 2, 9,
16 & 23
Jam Night, Memphis Youth Center,

34758 Pratt Rd., 6:00 p.m. All musicians
of any age are welcome to come and
join other musicians to start a band
or just come and join in playing. Bring
your talent and instruments. Some
equipment will be available to use, but
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feel free to bring your guitars, amps,
drums and any instrument you wish to
play. Sponsored by Memphis Parks and
Rec. For more information call Dave at
(810) 488-1294.

Richmond - February 3 & 4
February Follies - A Night
of Entertainment, Richmond

Community Theatre, 69619 Parker St.,
7:00 p.m. Dancing, singing, acting,
magic, etc. Tickets $10 (children under
7 free). Part of the evening proceeds
will benefit Turning Point Women's
Shelter. For more information
call (586) 727-9518 or visit
RichmondTheatre.com.

New Baltimore - February 5
Flea Market, VFW Hall, 35011
23 Mile Rd. 9:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m.
Tables are available to sell your
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items at only $10 per 8-ft. table.
For more information call
Michelle at (586) 746-6242
or Kay at (810) 388-0908.

Richmond - February 5
Horse-Drawn Sleigh Rides,

Historic Village, 36045 Park St., 1:00
p.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Sponsored by the
Richmond Historic and Genealogical
Society. Enjoy cookies, cocoa and tour
the museum. Donation $5. For more
information call (586) 808-2953.

Memphis - February 8
55 and Up Night Out, Memphis

Youth Center, 34758 Pratt Rd., 4:00
p.m. ‒ ? Play cards, games, socialize
and enjoy a meal with friends.
Sponsored by Memphis Parks and Rec.
For more information call Dave at
(810) 488-1294.

Memphis - February 18
Family Skate Night, Memphis

Youth Center, 34758 Pratt Rd., 5:00
p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Hot cocoa and other
refreshments will be available. For
more information call Dave at
(810) 488-1294.

Romeo - February 18
The Hackwells Live in Concert,

Romeo Masonic Lodge, 231 N. Main
St., 7:30 p.m. The Hackwells bring their
original, folk-country roots music for
all to enjoy. Admission is at the door,
$10, $8 for Starkweather members.
For more information call Dave at
(586) 752-3001 or (586) 337-1132.

Richmond - February 19
Dance, Richmond K of C Hall, 68216

Grand Turk Ave., 2:00 p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m.
$10 per person includes refreshments.
Polkas and variety music by Ted
Pavlik and Melody Makers. For more
information call (810) 364-7575.

Utica - February 19
Warren Polka Boosters
Valentine's Dance

K of C Utica, 44425 Utica Rd., 2 p.m. 6 p.m. Cost $17, includes beer, wine
and pop. Live band, The Casuals, from
Ohio. For more information call Pat at
(586) 566-8936 or Rose at
(586) 863-3780.

Memphis - February 25
Daddy, Daughter Dinner
Dance, Memphis Youth Center,

34758 Pratt Rd., 6:00 p.m. ‒ 10:00 p.m.
$25 per couple and $5 for additional
child. Includes dancing, DJ, dinner and
a keepsake. For more information or to
RSVP call Dave at (810) 488-1294.

Oakland

Novi - February 23 - 26

Cottage and Lakefront
Living Show, Suburban Collection

Showplace, 46100 Grand River Ave.,
1:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. on Thursday;
11:00 a.m. ‒ 9:30 p.m. on Friday; 10:00
a.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. on Saturday; 10:00
a.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. Admission
is $10 for adults, $4 for children ages
6 - 14, and children 5 and under free.
Exhibits with displays, information
and educational materials include
lakefront cottage and homebuilders,
new construction log, timber frame
and cedar homes, realtors, cottages
for sale or rent, cottage furnishings
and accessories and much, much
more. For more information visit
www.NoviCottageShow.com or
call (800) 328-6550.

St. Clair

Smiths Creek - February 1 - 24
Ticket Purchasing for Annual
Celebration Banquet for New
Life Christian Academy on
March 3, Solitude Links Golf Course
& Banquet Center, 5810 Flinchbaugh
Rd., 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 each
and are available now through
February 24. Banquet is on March 3.
For more information email
office@nlcaschool.com or call
(810) 367-3770 ext. 100.

Port Huron - February 2, 9,
16 & 23
Progressive Bingo, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., doors open at 5:00 p.m.,
play starts at 6:30 p.m. Every Thursday.
For more information call
(810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - February 3, 10,
17 & 24
All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry, Charles
A. Hammond American Legion Post
8, 1026 Sixth St., 4:30 p.m. ‒ 6:30 p.m.
$10.95 per person. Every Friday.
For more information call
(810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - February 3, 10,
17 & 24
Slider Thursday, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., noon ‒ 3:00 p.m. $4 for
3 burger sliders and fries. Held every
Thursday. For more information
call (810) 982-9553.

Smiths Creek - February 4
34th Annual Snowshoe
Tournament, Pink Elephant Bar,

340 Henry St., sign up from 11:00
a.m. ‒ 1:00 p.m. Pitching starts at 1:00
p.m. Draw for your partner. Two game
elimination. Cost $5. 50/50 raffle and
hot dogs and chili. 1st and 2nd place
trophies awarded. Pitch horseshoes
in the snow for a great charity -

(810) 794-5678 to clean your carpets!
Leader Dogs for the Blind. For more
information call (810) 367-9242
or (810) 367-6311.

Port Huron - February 6
GriefShare, Colonial Woods

Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 8:30 p.m. This
is a support group for those who
are grieving a loss due to death. It
will meet on Mondays and this is the
beginning of the next session. It can
be joined at any time. To register or for
more information, call the Counseling
Center at (810) 984-5575.

Algonac - February 18
Flea Market, Algonac VFW 3901,

1005 Pte. Tremble, 10:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00
p.m. $15 table rentals for an 8-ft. table
with table cover. No checks - must
prepay to reserve table within 3 days
of contact, as this is what pays for the
venue. For more information or to rent
a table call (810) 278-3902 or email
fortheluvofcommunity@gmail.com.

Port Huron - February 18
13th Annual People's Clinic for
Better Health Fashion Show
and Luncheon, Lighthouse Café,

Lake Huron Medical Center, 2601
Electric Ave., 12:00 p.m. All-inclusive
tickets for this event are $27 per
person and can be purchased at
Suzanne's Fashions, 325 Huron Ave. or
at Lake Huron Medical Center through
the Foundation or Gift Shop. For more
information or to purchase tickets by
phone, call (810) 216-1675.

St. Clair - February 19
Polar Plunge, the Voyageur and

St. Clair Boat Harbor, 902 S. 2nd St.
1 p.m. registration at the Voyageur.
2 p.m. plunge at St. Clair Boat Harbor.
3 p.m. awards and After Splash Bash.
Register at plungemi.com. For
more information contact Ted
Grossnickle, (248) 688-9603 or
gross1tr@cmich.edu.

Port Huron - February 21
Beef Stew Dinner, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., 4:30 p.m. ‒ 6:30 p.m.
$6. Also includes salad, rolls and
dessert. For more information
call (810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - February 22
Blue Water Music Awards,

Charles A. Hammond American Legion
Post 8, 1026 Sixth St. Open to the
public; no cover charge. For more
information call (810) 982-9553.

Yale - February 24
First Fish Fry of the Season,

Yale K of C Council #8710, Sacred
Heart Church, Fr. Larry Dunn Hall, 310
N. Main St., lunch from noon ‒ 1:00
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p.m.; dinner from 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m.
$12 for adults, $6 for ages 6 - 12, ages
5 and under free. Carry outs $12. For
more information call (810) 387-3846
or email dlongsr47@gmail.com.

Sanilac

Sandusky - February 11 & 25
Thumb Dance Club, 138 Maple
Valley St., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 10:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome - bring finger
foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends.
$6 for members, $7 for guests
(regular dances). On February 11,
entertainment will be provided
by Dick Hedrich & Son, and on
February 25, by Lighthouse Three.
For more information call Leola
at (810) 657-9349 or Dorothy
at (810) 404-4250.

Tuscola

Caro - February 5
Farm Toy Show, held at the

Brentwood, 178 Park Dr., 8:30 p.m.
‒ 3:00 p.m. Admission $2 for adults,
children 12 and under admitted
free. Event is sponsored by The
Thumb Area Old Engine and Tractor
Association. This is the 14th Annual
Farm Collectibles and Toy Show with
60 tables on display of farm toys,
antiques, collectibles and literature to
buy, sell and swap, and there will be
door prizes given out during the show.
For more information visit the website
www.carotractorshow.com.

Wayne

Royal Oak - February 4
Wild Winter Event, Detroit Zoo,

8450 W. 10 Mile Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00
p.m. This annual family-friendly event
features zookeeper talks, games,
crafts and performances by students
from Axis Music Academy. Free with
admission to the zoo. For hours, prices,
directions and other information call
(248) 541-5717 or visit detroitzoo.org.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

EMERGENCY WATER

EXTRACTION
We Can Get the Water OUT!

Broken Pipes • Septic Back-Up
Sump Pump Failure • Water Tank Leaks
Washing Machine Overflow, Etc.
24-7 Rapid
Response
Free Estimates
www.abcbees.com ~ abcbees@comcast.net

Commercial & Residential
Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned & Operated
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th
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View of town from the other side of the harbor
(contributed by Dale Austin)

By David Odziana

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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Remains
Intact
Limestone bluffs used in iron
making lining Snail Shell Harbor
(contributed by Dale Austin)

of coke iron was improved drastically.
Now that coke iron was equal in terms
Michigan is home to numerous
of quality compared to charcoal iron,
long-forgotten ghost towns scattered
customers were no longer inclined to
Center of town (contributed by Dale Austin)
throughout the state – although these
purchase the latter, which came at a
sites are plentiful, very few contain more
premium.
than subtle hints of what the landscape Before the end of the struggle between the Iron Company, the area was also a
With demand for charcoal iron
once held.
northern and southern states, the Jackson resort town – one group from Chicago plummeting, and the company’s supply
Due to the extensive amount of natural Iron Company began seeking out ways to explained the area as being the most of lumber used for fuel diminishing,
resources contained throughout the expand their operations. After receiving pleasant place of amusement they had yet the Jackson Iron Company began
Upper Peninsula, this area of Michigan support from stock holders, land was found, affording them pleasure, hunting, its downward spiral. Adding to the
holds the highest concentration of towns purchased in the Garden Peninsula to fishing and sailing, while resting from trouble was the fact that their facility,
that were erected overnight, before construct a blast furnace because of its the noise and business of Chicago. Even which was at one time state-of-the-art,
vanishing into thin air once the material vast supply of timber to make charcoal. though there was a lot of money to be wasn’t efficient enough to keep costs
needed to continue business became Fayette Brown, the company’s manager, made by producing iron at the time, competitive. Transporting the lumber cut
scarce. A perfect example of this is visited the Upper Peninsula in 1867, and there was also a great deal of risk. The on the company’s land brought to light
Fayette, located on Big Bay de Noc on after inspecting the harbor, he realized it charring process lets off gasses that another issue because the more trees that
Lake Michigan. Beginning in the mid- would make the perfect location for an have the potential to build up and cause were cut, the farther away from town
1840s, the Jackson Mining Company iron smelting enterprise. Not only did the an explosion, which happened multiple they moved, which added to the cost
was formed to extract copper from the area have a deep harbor, offering shelter times throughout the years in Fayette. of shipping it back to the facilities. By
U. P. The company’s focus shifted to for shipping operations, but it supplied One of the worst disasters took place on 1891, with no intention of investing the
iron after a massive amount of iron ore two of the three ingredients needed to May 12th, 1883, when charcoal that was massive amounts of money required to
was discovered near the Carp River; produce charcoal iron. The only additive still hot was placed in the storage shed. update the facilities, the Jackson Iron
mining began in 1846. One of the first not readily available was ore, which was This caught fire and nearly destroyed Company packed up all the machinery
major problems the company faced shipped via railway to Escanaba from the entire furnace structure. The Jackson and left Fayette for good. The furnaces
was transporting their cargo at Sault Negaunee before being sent by barge Iron Company was frequently known produced charcoal iron from 1867 to
Ste. Marie, which was costly due to the to Fayette. Brown purchased the land as the leader of iron production in the 1891, manufacturing a total of nearly
difficult rapids, as well as the required from a farmer named Hiram Squires and Upper Peninsula between 1870 and 230,000 tons of iron, which made it the
transfers throughout the Lake Superior began construction immediately. By the 1874, and then again in 1884, because of second highest yielding furnace in the
ports. The other way the goods
Upper Peninsula throughout the
end of the year, the modern
were moved was by railroad, but
1800s. The majority of workers left
because of the makeshift tracks,
town with the company, but some
this was often equally difficult.
remained in Fayette to work as
Relief for the business came
commercial fishermen, which was
around 1855, when the Soo Locks
just about the only other enterprise
opened, which made shipping
in the area. While the town was
goods much cheaper and more
deserted for the most part after the
floor next to one of the
efficient. Just two years later, Casting
business vacated, the hotel in town
Furnace
complex
(contributed
furnaces (contributed by Dale
by Dale Austin) continued to offer visitors a place
the railroad being laid between Austin)
Marquette and Negaunee, known
to lay their heads well into the 20th
as the Iron Mountain Railroad, was eight charcoal kilns,
machinery
and century.
Doctor's house (contributed by Dale Austin)
completed. The two recently created a blast furnace and
The land sat as a ghost town for many
design of the
options for shipping material benefitted a massive dock was
complex. Toward years until 1959, when the state of Michigan
the company now known as the Jackson completed. As buildings began popping the end of the 1800s, the market for acquired it as a state park. In total, 19
Iron Company, which was the first up throughout the area, people began iron began to change. Iron made from buildings are still standing on the 711-acre
business to capitalize on Michigan’s rich coming to town in search of work.
charcoal in the 1860s accounted for park, which includes kilns, furnaces, the
iron deposits.
The second furnace was ready for use approximately 25 percent of all iron hotel, town hall, machine shops and family
When the United States became in 1870, and by the next decade, the produced in the United States, but by dwellings. After extensive renovations
divided by the Civil War, the demand town was filled with nearly 500 people, 1890, that number plummeted to just on the buildings, Fayette remains a city
for iron used in the war effort drastically most of whom were from northern seven percent. The reason for this is frozen in time, offering visitors a glimpse
increased. Throughout the four years Europe or Canada. Although a majority earlier in history, charcoal iron was of a into what can happen when an entire
the dispute continued, shipping activity of the people permanently residing in higher quality than any other alternative, community is erected around a single
through ports on Lake Superior doubled. Fayette were employed by the Jackson but just two decades later, the quality business venture.
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
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PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE
40%
to

70% OFF

Fort Gratiot or Downtown Port Huron

Broyhill Sofa

798

$

Compare at $1,499

Broyhill Sectional

1,998

$

Compare at $3,998

SOUTH STORE
Since 1947

NORTH STORE

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

Fort Gratiot

Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

Broyhill Sofa

898

$

Compare at $1,499

