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Under Detroit

By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
ichigan’s natural resources were a major drawing factor for entrepreneurs looking to cash in
on native material left behind from the earth’s formative years. While the extraction of these assets
by humans usually only dates back a couple hundred of years, the creation of these valuables is a history
that predates the dinosaurs.
Approximately 400 million years ago, the land that eventually became Michigan was submerged under a
shallow part of the Atlantic Ocean. As years passed and the weather changed, the water began to evaporate
and retreat – as this happened, the salt from the ocean’s water was left behind in basins and lower depressions
on land. Thousands of years went by and other sediments were deposited on top of the salt. These sediments
eventually became buried under hundreds of feet of limestone, clay and other materials until man began
occupying North America approximately 11,000 years ago. At that time only Native Americans lived in
what would become the United States, and although it is not known exactly when they made the discovery
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owering high above the Detroit skyline stands
one of the most iconic buildings in the city,
representing the effects of the industrial boom at a time
when the railroad was the main form of travel.
With innovations in technology bringing major
changes to the country starting at the beginning of the
1900s, Detroit’s shipping industry was flourishing – the
railroad depot that served the city since 1884, located
at Third Street and Jefferson Avenue, was now too small.
Construction on the underwater tunnel to Windsor, Ontario,
began in 1906, which furthered the argument that a new depot
was needed because it made more sense to be located near
the entrance of the new passageway. Land outside downtown
was being purchased for the new project, which included buying out
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44 Macomb Place
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

nearly 300 homes residing on the designated parcel. In
order to remove that many families from their homes, the
city had to pay $680,000, which is equal to nearly $15
million today, to acquire the property for the depot
and Roosevelt Park in front of the building. Permits
were received May 16, 1910, and work began on the
building – by the end of 1912, the steel frame of the
building was complete.
The Michigan Central Railroad was controlled by
William Vanderbilt, who was also the owner of the
New York Central Railroad. To design the building,
the company turned to the architects Reed & Stern of
Minnesota and Warren & Wetmore of New York, both of
which were responsible for the famous Grand Central Terminal
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As I sit down to write this column, five of my grandchildren
and their parents just arrived back in Michigan after spending
a week with me at my second home in Sarasota, Florida. I
am knee-deep in washing pillows and blankets, doing general
house cleaning, desperately wanting a long nap – and I am
missing them already.
My house here is small – only 1,100 square feet, with two
bedrooms and two bathrooms. One bedroom is my private
get-away, so that left one bedroom for seven other people.
Needless to say, make-shift beds were spread throughout the
other living areas for the overflow of kids. Usually their stay
would have come at a time when those who chose to could sleep
out on my tiki deck or in a six-person tent that I purchased
specifically for that purpose. However, an unseasonable cold
spell prohibited doing that. So, their vacation was spent

EDITOR

tolerating each other in a tighter living space than normal –
and they did really well.
I have some great pictures of three of them sprawled across a
pull-out couch that makes into a two-person, somewhat lumpy
bed, and two of them utilizing makeshift mattresses that really
are the cushions to my outdoor lounge chairs.
We also had to change our plans because of the cold snap.
Although we did have one pretty nice day at the beach and
one great day kayaking in the mangroves on Long Boat Key,
most of our activities changed to things we could do at least
partially indoors. All in all, we had a wonderful time and there
were surprisingly few issues.
Since they have been gone, I have been thinking about
some “grandmother-type” advice that I probably should have
given them on several occasions, but neglected to do as to not
interfere with their mother’s and father’s parenting.
However, just in the small chance that they might read
this column, I am going to take advantage of telling
them (and all grandchildren elsewhere) now.
• Take the time to appreciate the extra experiences
your parents provide for you. Not every single
moment is going to be a “wow” moment, but there is
always something new you can learn and enjoy.
• Put down your smartphones and tablets when
you are seeing the sights and when you are having
conversations at the dinner table or in a restaurant.
Although these devices are fantastic, so is the chance
to learn to know each other better and to experience
new tastes, sights, sounds and smells.
See LETTER FROM THE EDITOR Page 14
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The Area’s Only
Verified Trauma Center
1221 Pine Grove Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 | (810) 987-5000

ANOTHER FIRST FROM McLAREN PORT HURON
Most of the time, surgeries are planned and scheduled. You know when

gone through special training, and we have developed protocols and

it will happen. You have time to prepare.

quality controls so we can provide the right care, right away.

But when a surgery is needed immediately, the trauma team at McLaren

When seconds matter, think fast. Think McLaren.

Port Huron is prepared and stands ready. Around the clock. Day or night.

When it’s an emergency that requires surgery, the trauma team

McLaren is the area’s only verified trauma center

is here for you.

McLaren Port Huron has earned Level III Trauma Center verification
from the American College of Surgeons. This means we are able to care

Learn more at www.mclaren.org/phtrauma

for the most serious trauma emergencies. Our staff and surgeons have

Vocabulary Voyage
By Ralph McKinch,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

We continue our quest for new words to increase our vocabulary. Why? A good
vocabulary makes communication simpler and allows us to be better understood, and
in the words of Albert Einstein, “Once you stop learning, you start dying.”
We would love for our readers to submit some of their favorite words.

YOUR INCOME
TAX REFUND IS
YOUR KEY TO
A NEW HOME!

pulchritudinous [puhl-kri-tood-n-uh s]

An adjective meaning physically beautiful; comely. Example: Jack loves
to stand in front of his mirror, staring at his pulchritudinous face.

fructify [fruhk-tuh-fahy]

A verb meaning to bear fruit; become fruitful.
Example: With careful tending, the plant will fructify.

consanguineous [kon-sang-gwin-ee-uh s]

An adjective meaning having the same ancestry or descent; related by blood.
Example: The results of the blood test showed there was no consanguinity
between Ed and the man he had always referred to as his papa.

For future Vocabulary Voyage columns, we would love to have words
submitted by our readers. If you have suggestions, please email the word(s)
and meaning(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net, along with
your first and last name and the city of your residence. Emails not containing
all the requested information will not be considered.

• Craigslist
• MH Village
• Zillow

Selling your
manufactured
home?
Call Scott
today!

BirchwoodHomes
586-524-2562
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Ice Dams: Falling Temperatures
Raise Roof Problems

By Christopher Goerlich, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
Have you noticed icicles forming along the edges of your roof? For many, these are
nothing more than free winter decorations that add beauty to the exterior of your home.
For others, however, these sparkling beauties of nature can cause major problems for
your house. Some of these problems include roof leaks, insulation and ceiling damage,
shingle breakdown and an accumulation of mold. All of these problems are caused by
what is called ice damming.
What is Ice Damming?
When snow builds up on a roof, melts and refreezes at the roof’s edge, you get a
buildup of ice called ice damming. During the thaw cycle, the water from these ice
dams can leak into the house and can cause various degrees of damage. It may appear
as brown stains on the ceiling, loose roof shingles or sagging gutters. This kind of
damage is visible and can be repaired when you see it. More serious damage, however,
may go unnoticed for some time. The water seeping into your house can work its way
into insulation. When insulation gets wet, it compresses, resulting in lower R-values.
This means you end up paying more to heat your home. Therefore, it’s important to
prevent ice dams from forming.
Preventive Measures
♦ Get the snow off your roof after a major snow storm. The sooner you clear off
your roof, the better, as less ice will form and – if done by a professional roofing
contractor – less damage to the roof.
♦ Check for air leaks into the attic area. One of the most common spots for air
leaks is an attic stairway that has warped, allowing hot air to enter your attic.
(Remember, you want the attic to be as close to the outside temperature as
possible.)
♦ Check the insulation in your attic. One of the best ways to tell if your attic is
too warm is to notice if your home gets a lot of icicles (icicles form from melted
snow). In a real bad storm, newer homes that are built to updated building codes
will have fewer icicles than older homes with less insulation.
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♦ Check for proper attic ventilation. Screens
Melting Snow
on gable vents will clog with dust over
Shingles
Trapped Water
the years and should be cleaned. A
properly ventilated roof will have
Ice Dam
Attic
proper intake and exhaust ventilation
(50% intake and 50% exhaust).
♦ Check soffit vents. Be sure that they
are not blocked by insulation.
Icicles
Graphic courtesy of
If you require assistance or advice
Reasonable Roofing Inc.
on any of the mentioned steps, call a
Gutter
professional roofing contractor.
Consider Updating Your Roof
If your roof is older and you have ice dams but no signs of leaking, you may want to
consider updating the roofing to meet today’s building codes. Why?
If you are accustomed to ice damming and have no visual signs inside your home
of leaking, consider yourself fortunate. However, it may be wise to have a roofing
professional inspect your roof for damage. Much of the damage caused by ice damming
inside a home can be avoided by a brief inspection and minor repairs outside of the
home.
In recent years, most cities and townships in the area have required installation of a
rubber membrane at the roof’s eve.
This rubber membrane – commonly called ice and water shielding – is to be installed
24 inches beyond the exterior heated wall. Ice and water shielding has an adhesive
back and adheres to wood decking. When shingles are nailed over the top of this
rubber membrane, the modified bitumen coating seals around the nail to prevent any
backed-up water from reaching the wood deck and the home’s interior. Ice and water
shielding does not stop the formation of ice dams; it simply stops the dammed water
from entering the home.
When to Call a Professional
If you suspect any problems with your roof, contact a roofing professional today.
Most shingle manufacturers, such as Owens Corning or CertainTeed Corporation,
provide a list of certified contractors in your area. Remember, the longer you wait, the
more damage may result.
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Residential

ROOFING EXPERTS

Why Us?

Knowledgeable
Licensed & Insured
Detailed System Quote
Guaranteed Clean up
Factory Trained & Certified

Call 810-984-3420

For Your FREE Estimate

Commercial

Motor City Co-Op Credit Union, Sterling Heights

www.ReasonableRoofing.com
Financing Available
Siding • Windows • Gutters
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Beltone has authorized FREE Hearing Screenings for your community.
There is no obligation. This is simply a fast and convenient way to confirm
whether you are hearing as well as you could be.






Do you have difficulty understanding words in conversations?
Does it seem like people mumble?
Do you find it difficult to have phone conversations?
Do you have ringing in your ears?
Have others remarked you have the TV volume too loud?

If you have answered yes to any of these questions, you may want to take
advantage of our FREE Hearing Screenings.
Call today, only a limited number of appointments are available.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q. My hearing seems fine. Why do I need to get it checked?
A. Hearing loss affects about 11% of the population. If people seem to mumble more
frequently, you have ringing in your ears or you often ask people to repeat themselves,
it’s probably time for a check-up. If hearing loss is detected, we will provide you with
the best solution that is based on your lifestyle, hearing loss, and budget.
Q. What will my hearing screening include?
A. Your Beltone Hearing Care Professional is experienced at pinpointing the potential
cause of hearing loss, this is done by asking about your lifestyle and hearing needs.
You will be given a comprehensive hearing screening, a video ear exam and a word
discrimination test. These help determine whether or not you have hearing loss.

Love is in the Air – Every Day!

Skoric Hearing Aid Center
www.beltoneskorichearing.com

(989) 607-4576

(810) 356-0559

7 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
BAD AXE - CARO - FORT GRATIOT - HARBOR BEACH
LAPEER - MARINE CITY - SANDUSKY

FREE In-Office
Hearing Aid Repair

$1,200 Trade-In
Allowance

We will repair any and
all brands of hearings
aids for FREE!

Receive $1,200 toward new Beltone
Premium Digital Hearing Aids when
you trade in your old hearing aids.

Limit one aid per person. May not be combined with any
other promotion. Offer expires 2/28/18

May not be combined with any other offers. Does not apply
to previous purchases. $1,200 toward the purchase of two
premium series hearing aids. Offer expires 2/28/18

Sweetheart Dark Chocolate Brownies
Prep: 20 minutes | Cook: 25 minutes
Makes: 10+ servings

Barefoot Bubbly Ruby Red Bliss
Makes: 2 servings

Chocolates? Roses? Been there, done that. Everyone wants to make sure the special
3 ounces
someone in their lives knows how much they care. Here are some easy and fun ways to For the brownies:
cranberry juice
prove that he or she is number one in your book..
1/2 cup butter, cut into pieces
Make a Playlist of “Your Songs”
4
ounces dark chocolate, chopped
1/2 ounce lime juice
Whether it was playing when you first met or is the soundtrack to your favorite
2
eggs, at room temperature
6 ounces
movie, every couple has songs that mean something special to them. In the car, leave a
3/4 cup white sugar
Barefoot Red
CD or MP3 player stocked with your most memorable tunes as a special surprise and
1
teaspoon vanilla
Moscato
a suddenly-better commute.
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
Champagne
Do the house chores. Seriously.
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
2 skewer
Fix that item you’ve been saying you would fix forever. Empty the dishwasher and
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
cranberries for
clean the bathroom. When they get home, have all the chores done; that way the only
garnish
thing left to do is enjoy each other’s company.
For the glaze:
Put Pen to Paper
2 ounces semisweet chocolate
Place chilled juices
Hide little notes with heartfelt
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
in flutes. Top with
sentiments on the refrigerator, on the
Barefoot Bubbly Red
nightstand, taped to the computer
Preheat the oven to 350°F.
Moscato. Garnish
screen – any place they might stumble
In small pot over low heat, melt 1/2 cup
with cranberries.
upon it throughout a typical day.
of butter and 4 ounces of dark chocolate
Cheers!
Your note might be found after a
together until smooth. Add eggs one at
long meeting or last-minute deadline,
a time, and whisk to combine after each
Source: Barefoot Wines
providing a moment of reprieve and
addition. Add sugar and vanilla and stir
Brownie Image:
happiness during a hectic day.
to combine. Add flour, cocoa powder
Photo courtesy of
Raise a Glass and Indulge –
and salt and stir until smooth.
Getty Images
Together
Transfer batter into a 9" x 9" aluminum
Toast each other with some tasty
foil lined baking pan and place it into the oven for 25 minutes and bake until done.
treats. Pop some bubbly, then enjoy
While brownies are baking, melt together semisweet chocolate and 1 tablespoon
mixing these recipes together.
of unsalted butter for the glaze. Once melted, set aside.
For more romantic wines and
When brownies are done, let them cool. Once cooled, drizzle glaze over brownies,
recipes, visit www.barefootwines.com.
and spread it on top using an offset spatula.
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PRICES YOU’LL FALL IN LOVE WITH!
Duracube®
40# Bags

$6.95*

Bring a 16 oz. Sample of Your Water to Our Office. We Will Test for Hardness,
Iron, Arsenic and pH plus Show How Softening Your Water Can Save You Money!
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

We are well into our new year and,
of course, the Michigan winter we have
come to get used to. Having spent
about 14 years of my life in Florida, I
have come to realize that the two states
have different beauties about them –
Florida, with the white sandy beaches,
hot weather and palm trees, compared
to Michigan with the perfect summer
temperatures, refreshing Great Lakes,
four seasons, many different species
of trees of Michigan and year-round
indoor and outdoor sports as well.
When the freezing temperatures
hit Michigan and the cottages are
closed for the winter and winterized, I
sometimes reflect back to my Florida
living days and remember the hot
weather and maybe even long for the
sunny, warm weather when it is -2
degrees here in Michigan. Then I look
at my summer pictures of the cottage
and realize that we are pretty lucky
Michigan residents. We actually have it
all. Yes, the winters can be long, cold
and gray, but when spring hits and the
flower sprouts start to poke through the
thawed ground, the smell of the spring
ground is unlike anyplace else. The
summer can get hot here in Michigan,
but it doesn’t last, turning the page to
a warm fall season, when it is bearable
to remain outdoors and sleep with the
windows open.
I guess as Michiganders, we just
get used to the winter months; winter
sports are a hobby and fun party time
for those who love to ride snowmobiles,
ski, sled and even ice fish. The cold
winter months let me pause awhile

and get things ready for the spring and
summer seasons here in Michigan.
Being up to the cottage a few weeks
back, I had some time to just relax after
the crazy holidays and check on things
inside and out. Remaining indoors
mostly while the snow fell and the
cottage felt cozy and warm, I stepped
outside to breathe in the winter air.
With a few deep breaths, I noticed how
all the other cottages, land and barren
trees just seem to remain solid, frozen
and quiet, yet very peaceful.
Even though in my past articles on
cottage living I have always stated that
I am a “summer girl”, I realize that
Michigan really does have a lot to offer
weather and beauty-wise. We have
time to refresh and renew ourselves
in the winter, relax and live easy in
the summer, breathe in the warm and
crisp fall days in autumn and see the
rebirth and freshness of the earth
and nature in the spring. Every few
months our weather begins to change;
holidays and events come and go. It
certainly doesn’t stay stagnant for
long here in Michigan. Talking to one
of my Michigan-born co-workers who
lived several years in Arizona, the
perfect temperatures of summertime
in Michigan were what she longed for.
This winter season is a good time for a
fresh start to the new year – a time to
get ourselves, our schedules and our
summer cottages ready for another
fun spring and summer. Before we
know it, we will be ready mentally and
physically for the spring thaw. Enjoy
the days ahead, ThumbPrint News
readers!
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Underdog “First” Robotics
Team Seeks New Funding
Submitted by Gretchen Bates
The Rockem Sockem Robotics is a FIRST Robotics team. “FIRST Robotics”
(www.usfirst.org) is an international organization that stresses education
and promoting the spirit of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics.
During each FIRST season, all FIRST teams, including the Rockem Sockem
Robotics team, is given a new challenge and is tasked with engineering a
solution by building a complete robot from scratch and then competing in
multiple competitions against other high school teams. Kick off was the
first weekend of the new year and our students were super excited! I was
amazed at how quickly the students process the game requirements, digest
the rules, generate original ideas, create plans and move ahead toward
design of their robot.
I am impressed by how hard and tirelessly these high school students
work with mentors, businesses and educators within the community to
gain relevant, hands-on experience in problem solving, engineering and
computer programming in order to design, implement and execute a
competitive robot plan.
This past school year the Rockem Sockem Robotics team came in 11th in
the district competition and was a leader team in the quarter finals. That
meant that we were able to choose partners and compete in the quarter
finals as our alliance’s team captain. We managed to accomplish all this
with just over $10,000 in funding, while many of the finalist teams had a
budget ranging from $40,000 – $60,000. Our team is working hard this year
toward raising additional funds for the current FIRST challenge. The team
goal is to raise $40,000 for the 2018 spring competition season. Because
time is getting short, myself and other parents decided to create a “Go
Fund Me” to try to help!
If you would like to help these aspiring students, you can send a donation
online via the “Go Fund Me” account at: gofundme.com/4ysht8g or you can
send a check made out to “L’Anse Creuse Public Schools – Rockem Sockem
Robotics” and mail it to: FRC Team 453, Pankow Center, 24600 F.V. Pankow
Boulevard, Clinton Township, MI 48036. The team is a 501(c) (3) non-profit
team, based out of the F.V. Pankow Center in Clinton Township, so checks
sent to the team may be tax deductible. See your tax professional for
details.
If you are interested in mentoring these future leaders, sponsoring the
team or for more information about this FIRST Robotics team, you can visit
their facebook page at facebook.com/rockem.sockem.96 or their newly
created student-run website at rockemsockemrobotics.com or contact
Team 453 at the email address team453.firstrobotics@gmail.com for further
details about how to get involved.

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

February 2018		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

Page 7

By Rita MacDonald
ThumbPrint News Columnist

DESIGNED BY FREEPIK.COM

This little guy is Rory, and
he's my son. He's all grown up
now, getting married soon, but
I can still see his sweet, little
face when he was so young,
and I was his whole world. I
remember the first dandelion he
picked me, the first scribbled
card he so proudly presented
me with, and how proud Rory
was to wave to me in the crowd
of moms and dads at his school
performances. Those were the
days!
He called me at 12:30 a.m.
on his way home from work a
couple of nights ago. "Mum! Put on your robe, and wait for me at the front door!"
"For what?" I asked. I had just fallen asleep.
Rory's younger brother, Ian, and I went to the front door and waited. After he
pulled up, we climbed into the car. "I'm taking you for a short drive. You HAVE to
see the moon!" He was so excited. We drove out onto Metro Parkway in the middle
of the night, and drove back and forth just to get a glimpse of the moon, which was
not only full, but looking as though it were right in front of us. It was HUGE!
I didn't mind getting woken up for that. Not one bit.
You know, it really IS the little things that are the
biggest deals in life. I'll never forget that night. Not
the moon, but the night Rory was excited to show it
to me.
I'd lasso that doggone thing and give it to him, if I
could...
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(810) 637-5757

Used Car Sales Manager

Sales Specialist
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THOMS
Sales Specialist

$

FORD FOCUS

9,755*

SE HB
ONLY 38,000 MILES!

2010

2011

$

18,755*

FORD F-150

XLT SUPERCREW 4X4
ONLY 68,000 MILES!
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$

7,855*

OUR PRE-OWNED SELECTION IS ONE OF THE LARGEST IN MICHIGAN

1200 S. CARNEY DR. HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm | TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm | SAT. 10am-2pm
ST. CLAIR, MI 48079 Visit Us Online at BillMacDonaldFord.net

Oil Change Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off Battery Test
Filter Check Most Cars up to 5 qts.

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

REMOTE STARTER

COOLANT
SPECIAL

MOST
FORD CARS

Starting at

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18

WINTER IS HERE.
NOW IS THE TIME TO CHECK YOUR COOLANT!
With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/18
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Advancing Employers | Enhancing Talent
Sandusky Service Center
Flint Service Center
Bad Axe Service Center
Lapeer Service Center
711 N. Saginaw St.
614 N. Port Crescent St.
550 Lake Dr.
575 W. Sanilac Rd.
810.233.5974
989.269.2311
810.664.1680
810.648.5800
Owosso Service Center
Fenton Service Center
Caro Service Center
4045 Owen Rd.
1975 W. Main St.
1184 Cleaver Rd.
810.215.1246
989.729.9599
989.673.8103
because they didn’t keep a written and reassembled once they reached the bottom. The site switched hands two years after
record, at some point they came to the the salt stash was finally attained. The Watkins Salt Company purchased the mine and
realization that salt springs were dotting established it under the name Detroit Rock Salt Company. After acquiring the new business
the state of Michigan. It is believed venture, the company dug the shaft 100 feet deeper to begin work on a second section of
that the Native Americans attained salt deposits, which made the business more efficient and produced rock salt with a greater
this knowledge because wild animals purity. By 1914, the mine was producing 8,000 tons of salt per month, mainly used for food
congregated at these sites, which are and leather production. In order to ensure nothing compromised the structural integrity of
known as natural salt licks. Later, Native the mine, the room and pillar method was used, which only allowed workers to remove
Americans began extracting the salt from approximately half of the salt. The other half was left undisturbed to act as a pillar, which
these areas for personal use, as well as a was 80 feet wide by 60 feet tall. In order to extract the salt, workers drilled holes into the
bartering tool to trade with other tribes.
walls and inserted sticks of dynamite – these blasts could be felt throughout the city of
While salt was a useful material for Detroit when detonated. Immediately following the blast, approximately 900 tons of salt
the Native Americans, it has also been were now available, and after it was crushed, it was ready to be shipped up to the earth’s
an item of great value for many other surface.
regions of the world for a long time. The Roman soldiers were paid in salt quite frequently,
Prior to the invention of new implements to make the removal of salt more efficient,
which is where the word “salary” is derived from – sal is Latin for salt. In China, salt donkeys were used to move the material. Nearly everything other than the workers that were
cakes were a means of payment for some time as well. The reason the white granular specs lowered down the shaft, never came back to the surface, which included the machinery and,
were so valuable, especially prior to the invention of the refrigerator, was because it was sadly, the donkeys. Due to the success the Detroit Rock Salt Company was experiencing,
one of the only effective ways to preserve any type of perishable food, especially meat. other salt manufacturers took notice – International Salt was a company with a great deal
Fast forward to the 1800s, which began the immigration of permanent settlers throughout of influence in the business throughout the Midwest, and in hopes to remain in control of
Michigan, and this household staple was still as valuable as ever, if not more so. In Brach the area, decided to make a offer on the mine in 1922. Soon new technology brought trains
County, Michigan, a 20-pound slab of venison was equal to
and electricity, making the grueling work less labor intensive,
a clump of salt the size of a fist. This necessity was yet to be
leading the International Salt Company to construct a new,
commercially extracted from the earth in Michigan, which
larger shaft in order to increase production and profits – prior
meant it had to be imported. During this time, residents spent
to these valuable inventions, mining for salt was not only the
$300,000 on salt annually. While this may not seem like a lot,
most dangerous, but also the most expensive enterprise of
it is equivalent to more than $7.5 million today, which was
removing any type of natural wealth. The second shaft was
divided amongst a population of only approximately 30,000 in
finished by 1925, and from then on, the original shaft was used
1830. This became a major focus for many states in the country
exclusively to transport workers and material. While the new
and was a key point for those lobbying for the construction of
shaft was larger than the first one, machinery was also bigger
railways across Michigan at the time.
and more powerful than it was in the past, which still required
In 1859, Michigan dignitaries began taking action by
the implements to be taken apart and put back together in the
giving people incentives to excavate the massive salt deposits
underground machine shop.
covering a majority of the state on a commercial scale. They
The salt mine was immensely profitable from 1920 until the
Underground in the Detroit Salt Mine
passed certain laws which excluded any salt manufacturer
1980s, when salt prices began to drop. Due to the proximity of
from taxation, as well as sweetening the deal by offering a reward of 10 cents per bushel the salt mine to the city of Detroit, the metropolis made history in 1940, when it became the
after the company produced their first 5,000 bushels. These encouragements led to the first city in the world to throw salt down to make the roadways more manageable. For many
creation of the state’s first salt company, The East Saginaw Salt Manufacturing Company, of the early years of operation, the mine was open to the public for guided tours, which
who dug their first well at the beginning of 1860 – by 1862, the Saginaw Valley area was were very popular for fieldtrips with local schools. The underground jobsite continued to
home to 23 companies involved in the salt industry. Between 1880 and 1892, Michigan was produce salt until 1983, when the profit margin fell too low to support the high production
the largest salt producer in the country. More than 30 years later, a massive salt deposit was costs. After more than 70 years of blasting and digging, a huge area was now residing under
discovered under Detroit, which held the potential for great wealth, if it could be exploited. the city of Detroit – today the site nearly 1,100 feet below the streets covers over 1,500
The biggest issue facing those brave enough to take on the massive undertaking was the acres and contains more than 100 miles of roads between Dearborn and Allen Park.
mineral resided more than 1,000 feet below layers of rock and sediment.
Since its closure, not so much as a grain of salt was removed from the mine for nearly
Despite the fact that the deposit was discovered five years before the turn of the century, 15 years. In 1998, after purchasing the site the prior year, the Detroit Salt Company LLC
work was slow because digging the shaft that far down proved to be the costliest part of the obtained the mine and once again began production. While the product during its first stint
endeavor. The company tasked with the challenge was the Detroit Salt and Manufacturing of production was mostly used for food and leather production, the second time around the
Company, who began the work in 1906, but went bankrupt before getting down to the mineral only had one use – to combat ice on the roadways. Despite the fact that the deposit
deposit. Not only was reaching the salt expensive, it was also the most dangerous part of the below Detroit produces approximately a million tons of salt each year, it is estimated that
job; between hydrogen sulfide gasses in the ground and human error, six people lost their more than 70 trillion tons of salt still remain under the area. Most of the mineral deposit will
lives in the process. A few years later the same company was restructured, and by 1910, the never be touched because of the great depths it resides, which is more than a mile below
shaft totaling 1,060 feet was finished – the mine, which was only six feet square, was said the city streets in some areas. Today, the majority of our nation’s salt is produced through
to be one of the most extraordinary engineering accomplishments at the time. In order to evaporation pools because they are much more efficient, which means traditional mines,
get the needed machinery down the narrow shaft, the implements needed to be dismantled such as the one in Detroit, are quickly disappearing.
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Ray Township residents, Michelle and Doug Kouri,
share about their recent vacation!

Each year we fly our Long EZ airplane to Rough River State Park in
Kentucky for an annual three-day Rough River Canard Fly-In. This
year I finally remembered to take ThumbPrint News, which I passed
along to friends from Florida. We love your newspaper, Christmas
Walk and new restaurant − especially the fried bologna sandwich.
The decor is also a hoot. Hope you can use one of the pictures.

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

RAY TOWNSHIP

TO

Page 9

KENTUCKY
Long EZ

Yes, Michelle and Doug, we sure can use a couple of those great pictures. And we love your plane!
Safe travels and keep reading ThumbPrint News.

2017 was quite a year for ThumbPrint News!

Thanks to our wonderful readers, the paper
continued its journey around the world. It now has visited all seven continents and all
50 of our beloved states. Our readers provided us with an armchair tour as they
photographed themselves with the paper in many fascinating places.
We are still encouraging our readers to take us on vacation with you!
Send us some high quality .jpeg photos and a
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Designed by Freepik

Winter Pumps are Possible
Call us!
We can help
you flush again.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiser vice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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St. Clair Foundation
and Community News
Submitted by Randy Maiers

Okay, time to shake off the holiday syndrome and help our donors give away
some scholarship awards! Yes, it's the beginning of the 2018 scholarship season
here at the Community Foundation.
We manage more than 30 different scholarship funds and this year we have
more than $300,000 to award to current and future college students.
Please keep in mind that as we continue to reinvent the business model of
"scholarships", we have three types of awards: traditional college scholarships,
"Complete Your Degree at SC4", and the "Come Home Award".
We are accepting online applications from now until March 18th. Here are just
a few of the highlights of our available funding:
1) Did you attend Theo Eddy Elementary School? Our Catherine Gellein fund
has a scholarship for you.
2) Members and their children at First Congregational Church are eligible for
the Charles & Berneice Uligian Fund.
3) Military Veterans and their children are eligible for the Charles Myron &
Betty Gossman Fund.
4) Young adults studying chemistry or engineering are eligible for the Howard
Acheson Award.
5) Young women from Port Huron Northern High School who plan to study
English are eligible for the Lillian M. Perry Award.
6) The Vera Fuller Hansen Fund supports residents from Algonac, Clay,
Cottrellville and Marine City.
A complete list of all of our awards, along with the online application, can be
found at stclairfoundation.org/receive.
Keep in mind we accept applications from graduating high school seniors, current
college students, and young adults who perhaps tried college before and now want
to return, or those who didn't attend college right out of high school and now realize
the value of a college degree.
I'm also happy to let you know that as we ramp up our support for young adults,
we have added two new staff to the Foundation team: Aimee Gudme and Kevin
Totty.
That's all for today. Let me know if you have any questions.
Randy Maiers
Community Foundation
randy@stclairfoundation.org | www.StclairFoundation.Org

Treat Your Sweetheart to a

POOL & SPA

DIMENSION ONE SPA®

$4,995

ars ~ Licensed and Insu
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45 Ye

February Tanning Specials

3850

$

1 Month Unlimited Hex
Students $5 Off *Per Package

MON. - SAT. 12 P.M. - 8 P.M. – SUNDAY CLOSED

VISIT US ONLINE AT LENSPOOLANDSPA.COM

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

SPAS

starting at

ing
Financ !
le
Availab

7210 LAKESHORE RD. • LAKEPORT, MI 48059

D on ' t B e S cammed
this V alentine ' s D ay

Melanie Duquesnel

Love is in the air this Valentine’s Day, but so are scammers who love to take
advantage of the holiday. With the popularity of online shopping continuing
to increase, thieves are finding new ways to scam you out of your hard-earned
money. In 2017, consumers spent $18.2 billion dollars on Valentine's Day,
making Valentine's Day one of the top three consumer spending holidays.
When buying flowers for your sweetheart, it can be very tempting to purchase
those “too good to be true” deals you see online, but we urge you to take
caution. Anytime there is a lot of spending happening, scammers are hiding,
waiting to cash in on unsuspecting consumers.
BBB provides these tips to protect you from falling victim to a Valentine’s
Day scam. Don’t let thieves take your Valentine’s happiness.
• Check with friends, co-workers or family about florists they have had good
experiences with. Nothing beats a personal recommendation.
• Check out the business’ reputation with BBB’s Business Profiles and look
at their history of complaints all at bbb.org.
• Find out what sort of satisfaction guarantee and refund policy they have.
Reputable florists stand behind their products. See if they are part of FTD
or Teleflora, both of which have good guarantees.
• Consider checking with local florists when ordering flowers for another
city or town. They will have a list of reputable businesses.
• Always pay with a credit card. It’s your best method should there be a
dispute later needing resolution.
• Watch out for super low prices. As BBB constantly says, “If it seems too
good to be true, it probably is.”
• If you receive an email siting an issue with your order, don’t click on any
of the links. Instead, contact the florist separately and ask them if there was
a problem.
Valentine’s Day is also a popular time for catfishers to prey on those who are
feeling down about spending the holiday alone. Catfishing is when someone
creates a fictional persona online to fool vulnerable and sympathetic persons,
often by asking for money to help them out with phony hardships.
Never:
• Send money to someone you haven’t met in person.
• Provide banking information to people or businesses you don’t know.
• Send money for an emergency situation without confirming that it’s a real
emergency.
Always:
• Stop and think – if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
• Know the person you are sending money to. Only send money to people
who you have met in person.
• Be suspicious of someone who asks you to send money for an emergency
by wire, prepaid money card or gift card.
Before purchasing your gifts this Valentine's Day, check with BBB first at
bbb.org/Detroit or by calling (248) 223-9400.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer
education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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Linda Bombard, Realtor
lindabombard@joannwine.com

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

Ed Bickley
(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023
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(810) 434-4844

Call me to
list & sell
your home!

Tribute to Tony Bennett,
an American Classic
featuring tribute artist

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 17, 2018
MATINEE: DOORS OPEN 1:00PM, SHOW 2:00PM
EVENING: DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM, SHOW 7:00PM

$20/PERSON OR $140/TABLE FOR 8
LAPEER AREA ELK’S LODGE #2567
200 E. NEPESSING ST., LAPEER

RSVP GARY DIXON AT (810) 441-9075

Contractor quality,
handyman prices.

Senior Discounts!

Early! ~

Wedding Specialist

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

ANCHOR BAY SCUBA INC.

MIKE’S Hauling

IF
YOU D
O
WANT N’T
IT
WE’LL
HAUL
IT

586-725-1991
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE / FLOOD
DAMAGE, PROPERTY CLEARING AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

rden Of Peace
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G
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alentine’s Flow

Dish Gardens • Personalized Gift Baskets

OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

V

Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

586-531-3103

24th Ave., Suite #3
Fort Gratiot MI 48059

Gary Dixon

Joe - Fix - It
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E
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8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!
have your business seen by Thousands of readers!

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024
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FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
99% OF INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
EASY ENROLLMENT

FREE DELIVERY!

info@amoprx.com
www.amoprx.com

(888) 772-3811
Based in
Warren, Michigan

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

For Sale
KAWAI BABY GRAND PLAYER PIANO,

Beautiful Ebony Player Piano with bench in likenew condition. No scratches. Manuals and discs
included. $7,500. Call Tony at (586) 530-1094.

Auto Parts

Foxfire Fixin's is located at 7200 River Road in Marine City.
Please apply in person.
For more information call (810) 765-9255
Must be able to work most weekends,
and be 18 or older, except for dishwashers.

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY
We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

AT HOME!

ONLY $2 AN ISSUE!
6 MONTHS FOR $12

START MY SUBSCRIPTION:
12 MONTHS FOR $24

MONTH

YEAR

___ MONTHS FOR $____

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MAIL PAYMENTS TO: 8061 Marsh Rd. Clay, MI. 48001

American made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

BUYING, SELLING AND BROKERING:

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates starting

Used metalworking machinery. CNC or manual.
One machine or entire plant. Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69. Call Judy
at (989) 635-0536.
The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Help Wanted

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Call
(810) 794-2300
to order over
the phone!

WILL PAY: Cash for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.

Replacement auto parts. Fenders, hoods, doors,
trans, motors, patch panels and much more. Open
Mon. - Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC,
Full and part-time waitresses, cooks, kitchen help
and bartenders for our popular destination restaurant.

Wanted to Buy

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF AUTO
PARTS. Make REICHLE your FIRST CALL for OEM

at $407 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet,
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 648-6168.

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
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Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697
or email richmondcycle@frontier.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your home.
(586) 759-3700. www.aarocompanies.com.

Tile Work

TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new installation
for backsplash, floors and bathrooms. Re-caulking
showers and tubs. HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For
estimate call Rick at (810) 599-4630.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA
SIGNS. Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call
or text Steve at (248) 245-7845.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will
travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Call (586) 727-3697
or email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

WANTED ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS.

Buying all year long. Looking for Annalee Dolls,
Hallmark Ornaments, Feather Trees and more. Will
travel to all nine counties covered by ThumbPrint
News – Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Macomb,
Oakland, St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola and Wayne.
Call (810) 614-8034 to let us know what you have.

15

$
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&
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Call Today!
( 810 ) 794-2300

ABC
810-794-5678

Home &
Commercial
Services

Licensed and Insured

abcbees.com
abcbees@comcast.net
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

• Cats have a special tongue that is valuable
for lapping up water or milk – humans don’t.
It is inappropriate to act like a cat at home or when out eating!
• Statues and paintings at an art museum sometimes portray parts of the anatomy
that are usually not acceptable for humans to display in public. However, this
artwork is appropriate at the museum and is a part of the history.
• When you are a part of a family group, whether large or small, compromise is
a great skill to develop. Everything can’t always be about you or your wants
or desires. Of course, these are important as well and, in a perfect world, each
person in a family group will have a chance for some of these to be realized.
• Having brand name clothing, shoes, sports equipment, etc. is ok, if one can
afford it. However, “garage-sale” and “Goodwill” can be brands as well.
Humility is a virtue.
• Let the time you spend with your family on vacations be your best souvenirs.
My last piece of advice I truly believe is the most important. I know it is to me.
It is true that children grow up so fast. I treasure each visit and look forward to the
next. Sure, I will continue to give advice to them, but I also learn from them as well.
Family memories are truly our greatest souvenirs.

Continued from Page 2

To Advertise With Us, Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426.
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ATTENTION ALL HOME OWNERS
We have Buyers searching for homes in

Small Openings
Allow Pests In and Heat Out

Winter Home
Exclusions
Available
from ABC

810-794-5678

New Baltimore, Marysville, Marine City,
Chesterfield, Macomb and Sterling Heights
If you are thinking about selling your home,

PLEASE CALL US FIRST!
Eileen Simons, Realtor
TOLL FREE: 888-501-7085 X108
DIRECT: 586-260-9806

EXP REALTY LLC: 101 W. BIG BEAVER, SUITE 1400, TROY, MI 34994

to read online anytime!
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS

Where will the hottest residential real estate markets be in 2018? Zillow predicts the
top 10 will be:
1. San Jose, CA
2. Raleigh, NC
3. Seattle, WA
4. Charlotte, NC
5. San Francisco, CA
6. Austin, TX
7. Denver, CO
8. Nashville, TN
9. Portland, OR
10. Dallas, TX
Zillow bases its prediction on its Home Value and Rent Indexes, as well as employment,
income and population statistics from job and recruiting site, Glassdoor.
In Michigan, the supply of homes continues to trend downward, some of which is
seasonal, during the winter months. Overall, Michigan’s real estate market remains
steady and improving with record-low inventory, rising home prices, and increased new
home construction. In 2017, through November, home values in Michigan increased
more than 6.5% (substantially more in some areas) with increasing prices expected to
continue in 2018.
Our healthy national economy is being supported by strong consumer confidence,
excellent GDP growth and low unemployment levels, which could go below 4% this
year. The historic tax reform legislation passed for 2018 is expected to spur additional
economic growth.
The Federal Reserve did raise the fed funds target range by a quarter point in December
and has forecast three rate hikes in 2018. In January, the U.S. 10-Year Treasury Note hit
its highest level in 10 months. Mortgage rates are expected to trend up in 2018.
All signs continue to point to a strong 2018 Michigan economy and housing market.

***

While the New Year is a simple calendar change for many, others believe the new year
is special, a chance to wipe the slate clean and focus on creating the life you truly want.
For many homeowners, their living spaces become a part of their goals and resolutions
for the new year. Putting these aspirations into action is often much more difficult than
we’d like it to be. Deciding on a first step and pushing yourself to make it happen, is
where so many people get stuck.
Read these top tips for putting your new year homeownership resolutions into action!
1. Write down your goals – Set a timer for three minutes. Write down every dream
that comes to mind for your home. Don’t limit yourself and freely brainstorm.
Anything from a new addition, master bathroom redo, plant new flowers in the
garden, or simply clean the gutters more regularly are completely valid goals.
Maybe you even want to sell your house! Whether you want to improve your home
or move on to a new one, jot down your ideas.
2. Prioritize your goals based on impact – Which are the most important to you?
Your spouse, your family? Why? Which will have the most positive household
impact?
3. Prioritize your goals based on budget – Which can you reasonably afford in the
next three months, six months, year? Keep both finances and time in mind.
4. Determine next steps – Once you’ve chosen your top goals and prioritized them,
determine how to achieve them. This is the most important tip! Start with just one
goal and write down as many steps as you can that are necessary in achieving the
goal. Assign due dates to each step and share it with someone who can help you and
keep you accountable.
Homeownership is not just part of the American dream of freedom and independence,
but it’s also a way for people to improve their long-term financial security. Make your
plan!
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors℠ serving Macomb, St. Clair and
Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of realtors.
They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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at (810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!
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Coney Island
FA M I LY R E STAU R A N T

99¢

CONEY DOGS
All of February!

THE ONLY
CONEY
TRISLAND
WITH A
DRIVE THRU

PRICE VALID THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2018. NO COUPON NECESSARY. NO LIMIT.

3 Locations to Serve You
Ted’s South

618 24th St. • Port Huron
810-982-4886

Ted’s North

3962 24th Ave. • Port Huron
810-987-2960

Ted’s Coney

67176 Gratiot • Richmond
586-727-6200

Hours: Sun. 7am-9pm • Mon.-Wed. 6am-9pm • Thurs.-Sat. 6am-10pm

S ERVING BRE A KFA ST, LU N CH & DI NNE R !
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Includes: 3 pc. shrimp cocktail appetizer
3 pc. scampi and 3 pc. deep fried over rice pilaf
with cornbread and vegetable and choice of soup, salad or slaw

with cornbread and tater or vegetable
and choice of soup, salad or slaw
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RESTAU
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EVENING



• Swedish Meatballs

with Mashed Taters & Vegetables

• Beef Stew in a Giant Baked Tater*
• Baked Mac-n-Cheese*
*Served with cornbread and coleslaw

• Spaghetti & Meatballs

with Garlic Toast and Soup or Salad

• Oriental Broccoli Chicken

over Rice with Soup and Foxfire’s Pork Roll

r
e
p
o
Yo e P
Styl

Beef or Chicken Pas

Served with homema
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sty with Gravy

ade chips

at (810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!
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A good meal and stories told the old-fashioned way.
Sit back, relax and be entertained by a master storyteller.
Seating at 5:30 PM ~ Storytellin’ at 6:30 PM
APPROXIMATELY 1 TO 1 1/2 HOURS OF STORYTELLIN’ TIME!
Call for reservations

  

SUN
MON- THURS
7AM - 10PM 7:30AM - 10PM

Breakfast from Opening until 2 p.m. Breakfast from Opening until Noon
Kitchen closes at 9 p.m.
Kitchen closes at 9 p.m.

FRI
7:30AM - 11PM
Breakfast from Opening until Noon
Kitchen closes at 10 p.m.

SAT
7AM - 11PM

Breakfast from Opening until Noon
Kitchen closes at 10 p.m.
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CHOCOLATE TOXICITY
IN PETS

ANSWER KEY - PAGE 29

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ACROSS
1. "No way" partner
6. Lending letters
9. Basketball star Nowitzki
13. "Love," à Paris
14. ____ date
15. Kind of chisel
16. Infamous Ford model
17. Stuff in a tray?
18. Romanov's edict
19. Bony chest plate
21. *It makes the heart grow fonder
23. *You can't make an omelet without breaking one
24. Border
25. Prune
28. Block of granite, e.g.
30. Whacko one
35. Eye layer
37. Author Murdoch
39. Paparazzo's quest
40. Common allergens
41. *Sure sign of fire
43. Like nay-sayers
44. Rid of obstructions
46. Done to trouble
47. Asian weight unit
48. Cold sore, e.g.
50. Object of worship
52. 9 to 5, e.g.
53. Not of the cloth
55. Famous frat house
57. *Louder than words
61. *They can't be choosers
65. Allocated quantity
66. Famous T-Rex
68. Cereal killer
69. Prodded
70. *"No ____ crying over spilt milk"
71. Recycle, in a way
72. H or O in H2O, e.g.
73. *"You can't make a silk purse out of a sow's ____"
74. Make tea, e.g.

DOWN
1. Midday slumbers
2. Fail to mention
3. Use a whetstone
4. Grossly unconventional
5. *Two of these do not make a right
6. Genesis man
7. Pimple fluid
8. ____ center for help
9. Home of Blue Devils
10. Ali Khamenei's domain
11. CISC alternative
12. Genuflecting joint
15. Serious quarrel
20. Tangerine-grapefruit hybrid, pl.
22. Ballerina's do
24. Non-living
25. *No such thing as a free one
26. Egg cell
27. ____ Cottontail
29. Picture on a coat?
31. Not this
32. Actor Hill
33. Weasel's aquatic cousin
34. *A watched pot never does this
36. Hurry up!
38. Row of vagrants
42. With a jagged margin
45. Follows aim and shoot
49. ____ Diego
51. They're usually golden or amber
54. Question in dispute
56. White heron
57. Caribbean color
58. Like a short reply
59. Burkina Faso neighbor
60. Big-ticket ____
61. Duff in Springfield, e.g.
62. Flu symptom
63. Kate Winslet in "Titanic"
64. *Beginning of a thousand mile journey
67. "This land is your land..."
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

Chocolate is derived from the roasted, ground
seeds of the cacao tree and contains theobromine – a
chemical similar to caffeine. Theobromine acts as a
diuretic, heart stimulant, blood vessel dilator and smooth muscle relaxant
in animals and humans. Dogs and cats metabolize theobromine very slowly,
enhancing its side effects and toxicity. Chocolate is actually far more toxic
to cats than dogs, but since cats aren’t as likely to get into human food as
dogs, chocolate poisoning in cats is seen less commonly. The amount of toxic
theobromine varies with the type of chocolate that is ingested. Unsweetened
baking chocolate and gourmet dark chocolate are highly concentrated
and contain 130 – 450 mg of theobromine per ounce, while common milk
chocolate only contains about 44 –- 58 mg per ounce. White chocolate barely
poses any threat of chocolate poisoning with only 0.25 mg of theobromine
per ounce of chocolate.
Signs of chocolate toxicity will generally appear within six-12 hours of
ingestion and can last for up to 72 hours. The symptoms that appear can range
from mild to severe and include vomiting, diarrhea, restlessness, increased
urination, muscle tremors, elevated heart rate, seizures, high blood pressure
and panting. Advanced signs can be cardiac failure, coma and death.
Unfortunately, there is no specific antidote for pets that have ingested
chocolate. If you suspect your dog or cat has eaten chocolate, you should
contact your veterinarian or the Pet Poison Helpline at (800) 213-6680 (per
incident fee applies) immediately to see if a toxic amount of chocolate has been
ingested. If a toxic amount is ingested, you should have your dog examined
by a veterinarian immediately. The sooner the theobromine is removed from
the body and the dog is stabilized, the better the prognosis. If treated within
two hours of ingestion by removing the chocolate from the stomach through
administering medications to induce vomiting and then administering
activated charcoal, which blocks absorption of theobromine into the body,
may be all that is necessary. Activated charcoal may be administered every
four to six hours for the first 24 hours to reduce the continued reabsorption
and recirculation of theobromine. Some animals may require intravenous
fluid therapy to help stabilize them and promote theobromine excretion from
the body. If a toxic amount of chocolate was not ingested, your pet will still
need to be watched for signs of gastrointestinal upset, such as vomiting and/
or diarrhea. Most pets treated for chocolate toxicity will recover and return to
normal within 24 – 48 hours of treatment. The best way to prevent chocolate
toxicity is to keep all chocolate out of reach of your pet.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital
located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com.
For other pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

Noises in the Attic?

We can start work as soon as the weather breaks.
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Thumbs Up
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YOUR Ad here!
Call (810) 794-2300
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The Government Facility that Grew into its Own City

MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #50. Be the first to
correctly answer question
#51 and you could win
a J. Clary collector print!

Question #50

What was the nickname
sailors gave for the great
white shark?

Answer to #50:
“The Swimming Nose”

Maritime Trivia
Question #51

What was the former word
for “Mayday”?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Eloise Asylum, Wayne County
By David Odziana

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

One of the
first
major
obstacles the
early settlers
of Michigan
had to face
was how to
care for the
less fortunate.
Those
who
needed extra care, such as the mentally disabled, sick,
wounded or unstable, were growing in numbers quickly
and the many deadly diseases spreading through the state
only made the need for care more urgent for the recently
formed local government.
Delegates from around the area decided to house the
impoverished on a poor farm, and a committee was
created to find the best location to build the facility. A
prior location in Hamtramck, consisting of 17 acres and
a 25-feet-wide by 66-feet-long structure existed by 1832,
but it wasn’t long before it needed to be replaced. Within
two years, the building was unlivable, and the search for
a new location began because land in the city was too
expensive – while the people waited for a resolution,
Most Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Detroit was
purchased and filled with cots for people to sleep on. To
make matters worse, a cholera outbreak was spreading,
increasing the number of the needy tenfold. Father Rese,
of Most Holy Trinity, took much of the responsibility
into his own hands, purchasing a horse and wagon to
collect the sick all around Detroit. He would bring them
to the church, carry them on his back and lay them on the
cots – sadly, he often had to carry the same person back
out after they passed away, sometimes the same day he
Postcard of Wayne County Asylum

brought them in.
Progress was made on a new site on February 22, 1839,
when Samuel and Nancy Torbert sold 280 acres to the
county, located 16 miles outside of Detroit. Today the
area is known as Westland in Wayne County, but back in
the early 1800s, it was referred to as Bucklin Township.
The property, then called the Wayne County Poor House,
held a log home, a shed and a tavern known as the Black
Horse, which was run by the Torbert family for many
years. The piece of land was covered with massive trees
of all kinds towering 130 feet above the ground, and was
home to wildlife, such as bears, wolves and fox. On April
11, 35 people were transferred to the site from Detroit.
By June, a school was organized for the children staying
at the facility and a store was located on the premises
to supply workers and patients with needed supplies.
The tavern was originally used to house the workers on
the farm and a two-story building was constructed for
the patients – soon the tavern was sold and a new brick
structure was built in 1845. This site was chosen because
it was outside of the congested city, but was still reachable
by an old Indian trail, which is the oldest continually
used path in
the country
– today it
is known as
Michigan
Avenue or
US-12.
As
the
n u m b e r
of
patients
increased, so
did the need
Postcard showing the lake and numerous buildings
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for more housing. In 1846, trees on the property were used to build a 78-feet-wide
by 36-feet-long dormitory two and a half stories high. The basement was
used to house those under the influence of alcohol, as well as the patients
referred to as “crazies”. The facility received a bathhouse in 1846, but
everyone was to use the river to bathe, unless otherwise instructed by the
doctor.
For a decade, the property ran efficiently, until the number of patients
began to increase once more. The influx of sick was so large that again,
another building was needed – it was equipped
with a finished basement, bakery, dining room
and furnace, while outside, the yard was filled
with cherry trees and a vegetable garden. A
building that was used to treat those affected
by a small pox outbreak was converted into a
permanent schoolhouse in 1859, and the Wayne
County Farm was named its own school district.
Shortly after, the building burnt down, but it
was never rebuilt because another school was
already being constructed close by.
From the beginning of the Wayne County
Poor House, the main goal was to make the
facility as self-sufficient as possible. In order to
achieve this, nearly every type of farm animal,
including ox, horses, cows, sheep and pigs,
were raised by the workers and patients. The
farm also produced a great deal of fruits and
vegetables to be consumed by the inmates – the
first report of production included 28 bushels
of peas, 55 bushels of oats, 14 bushels of onions, 600 bushels of corn and 35
bushels of beets. The sheep provided wool, which was used by the women to
make everything from blouses to overalls. By 1872, more room was needed
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for the constantly growing facility and nearly 160 acres were purchased to
house the asylum. Up until this time, the County House and Asylum were
considered two separate entities, and a great deal of competition was created
because of this. This newly acquired lot of land eventually became the home
for a new blacksmith shop, a piggery, as well as a hennery. By 1893, a water
supply was needed and a dam was constructed to create the lake which can
still be seen along Michigan Avenue – this is where the facility also got their
ice during the winter months and an old Catholic cemetery had to be moved
before the area could be flooded.
The need for a quicker way to send and receive
mail to the facility was answered in 1894, when
the complex was given a post office, which was
named Eloise after the postmaster’s daughter
– following the naming of the post office, the
entire facility as a whole became known simply
as Eloise.
Stanislas Keenan helped make history a few
years later, in 1896, when he invented an x-ray
machine. It was first put to use at the facility,
making it one of the first, if not the very first
medical institution to use this technology to
diagnose ailments. From its opening until
1881, only visiting doctors came to Eloise
approximately twice a week to check on the
patients, but after that year, a doctor was an
employee of the facility and was on site at all
times. The hospital at the poor farm was well
ahead of its time in terms of treatment for both
medical issues, as well as psychiatric troubles. For those with psychiatric
problems, every type of therapy available at the time was used, including
electroshock, music, recreation, television and insulin shock therapy – the
facility also offered radium treatment for cancer patients and the state’s first
kidney dialysis machine.
At the turn of the 19th century, people all over the country were being
affected by the tuberculosis outbreak, many of which were sent to Eloise.
In order to care for the ill, two tents, one for women and one for men, were
put up and housed 24 patients each – this was the first time an open-air
environment was used to treat tuberculosis, which proved to be successful.
This was only sufficient for a few years before the amount of patients grew
so large that it was decided a building dedicated just to tuberculosis patients
was needed, which was completed in May of 1911. Around the 1920s, Eloise
reached its largest capacity, spanning more than 900 acres and consisting
of 75 buildings. The compound was so large that it was considered its own
city with its own zip code, police department and fire station, housing more
than 10,000 patients and employing more than 2,000 workers. Many of the
employees actually lived on the premises and raised their families there
because they were offered rentals for a very low rate. The grounds also
housed a cannery, bakery, powerhouse, nearly 20 kitchens, a train station
and a general hospital – the
cannery itself produced 65
tons of fruits and vegetables
on a monthly basis.
While Eloise reached
its peak in the 1920s,
and massive buildings
continued to be constructed,
the population of the
complex began to decrease
following
the
Great
Depression. Slowly Eloise
began
ceasing
certain
aspects,
such
as
the
farming
Men's dormitory for tuberculosis patients in early 1900s
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in 1958, and psychiatric in
1977. The last patient in the
mental asylum left in 1979,
and from then on the state
took over the property – the
general hospital continued
operating until 1984. As
years passed from the time
the massive complex, which
was once one of the largest
medical facilities in the world,
closed its doors, whispers and
rumors began surrounding
Eloise. Despite the fact that
One of many laundry rooms in the early 1900s
the complex was home to a poor
house, a farm and a general hospital, many people simply remember it as a
mental asylum, which is a major cause for the paranormal claims. Adding to
its ghostly allure is the fact that Eloise’s cemetery is the final resting place
for more than 7,100 patients, who didn’t have family to claim them from
1910 to 1948 – sadly, the plots are only marked with a number instead of the
expected name and dates. After use of the cemetery ceased, those who went
unclaimed by family members were sent to Detroit’s College of Medicine
for further studies. All of these tragic occurrences fuel some people’s belief
that Eloise is possibly one of the most haunted places in the Midwest, and
it is rumored that tunnels still exist under a local golf course now located
in the area that were once used to transfer patients throughout the complex.
Unfortunately, a majority of the buildings that made up the 900-acre
complex were razed in the 1980s, to make way for development. Today only
four buildings remain, the fire station, two supply buildings and a power
plant. One of the dwellings that survived was known as the Kay Beard
building, and is now home to various county employees.

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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This is the time of year when some people
start to see BIG BLACK ANTS
inside and around their homes...
With any species of ant, treatment at this time is crucial.

...if that’s you, now’s the time to call us!
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
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Grief is the Normal Response to Losing a Loved One

Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaison, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan
Grief is not easily defined and often, it not well understood. Many
descriptive phrases offer some insight into what grieving actually
involves. Sometimes it is referred to as “intense sorrow” or “deep
mental anguish”. Others have described it as “keen mental suffering”
and “the normal process of reacting to a loss”. Nonetheless, it is
widely accepted that grief is not an emotion, but rather a normal
experience that people endure after losing a loved one or something of
significant value. It gives meaning to the importance of what we no
longer have in our lives.
Although grief is defined as an experience, it is full of emotions
and feelings. Some examples include sadness, hopefulness, helplessness
and loneliness, as well as others like anger, shock, guilt and fear.
It’s impossible to list them all as grief is different things to different
people. There are also physical aspects that can be overwhelming and
exhausting. Many individuals experience sleep disturbances, restlessness
or lethargy, diminished appetite and sensitivity to otherwise normal
stimuli. It’s important to be aware of these expected changes and
to know how to stay healthy during the grief experience. Medical
professionals, bereavement counselors and clergy are valuable resources
for help in navigating the grief process.
Mourning is commonly referred to as the outward expression of
grief. It involves socially accepted rituals, such as visitation, the
funeral and burial. These are opportunities for others to show their
support and acknowledge the loss one has experienced. Unfortunately,
this is usually short-lived and the grieving lasts long after others have
resumed their normally busy lives. Often, this is when people need to
seek additional support or resources to assist with the journey that
lies ahead. The grief experience is unique for each individual and there
is no specific time period for how long it will last. The physical and
psychological aspects can last for weeks, months and even years, but
most people would agree that the intensity and severity of the grief
response lessens over time.
I am available to answer specific questions or provide more detailed
information if needed. Feel free to call Grace Hospice any time at
(810) 294-8580.
Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and is
not intended to be legal advice. For more information call us at (810) 294-8580.
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In Childhood's Happy Hours

February 2018

Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer

“The poems and accompanying photos, all from 1924, feature three sisters:
Eileen, Geraldine and Lucille (my mother). Lucille was seven years of age at
the time the photos were shot. Eileen and Geraldine were born in New Haven,
Macomb County. Lucille was born in New Baltimore, Macomb County. I was
named Gerald after my Aunt Geraldine because I was born on the day of her
wedding, December 28, 1940.
“The girl’s parents were Frances and Adolph Reiter. Adolph, for a time, ran
the interurban railroad power house in New Baltimore, during which time the
family lived at 35955 Main Street in that city. The setting for the poems and
photos is their subsequent residence at 4695 Lenox Street on the east side of
Detroit. (Later, they farmed on Walker Road in Sanilac County and retired to
a home in Port Sanilac.) Their Lenox Street next-door neighbor shot photos of
the girls at play and wrote the corresponding poems. Unfortunately, his identity is lost to history.”
Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint News the right to publish these poems and photos. We will be printing them
each month until we run out! However, they will not necessarily be used in the order in which they were written.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
We enjoy the monthly ThumbPrint News
and the poems “In Childhood’s Happy Hours”.
They remind me of a poem in our home you
and your readers may enjoy.
I was blessed to be raised by loving parents,
Marvin and Charlotte Kreger, in a home in
the little town of Davis (Ray Township),
Michigan. It’s still here, barely, but when we
were young, everyone was a neighbor to one

another. There were six of us kids. My sister,
Nancy, was married in 1954, before this was
written.
The author and his wife, Mrs. Bolle, were
our neighbors, two doors down. The poem,
as follows, is handwritten and signed by him,
Albert Bolle.
It is framed with a picture of our family and
means the world to me. Hope you enjoy it, too.
Bette L. Grader, Ray Township, Michigan

My Neighbor’s Children
My neighbor’s children are to me
Disport in my senility
Romping, running all the day
I hear their laughter when they play.
And every time I venture nigh
They greet me with a cheery “Hi”.
They have no worries or a care
To mar their angel faces fair.
Before they tumble out of bed,
Their breakfast is already set.
The father earns the daily bread
And mother tucks them into bed.
She makes them clean and keeps them warm,
Protects their bodies from all harm.
They can develop like a rose,

That in a sheltered garden grows.
There is Judy, Betty Lou and Paul,
Harold, Roy, I named them all.
Dear Lord: I pray thy Angels send
And to this little garden tend.
That I may hear their cheery “Hi”s
Whenever I am passing by.
I sometimes look into their eyes
As though therein the heaven lies,
Sweet memories come in relays
Of my long, vanished childhood days.
I think of her, in honor due,
Who cared for me and loved me true.
And in reverie emit a sigh!
When answering the children’s “Hi”s.
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A no charge program for Military and Veteran Spouses / Partners

Fe b r u a r y HomeFront

IS NOT Just for a Valentine
By Patricia Cosner Kubic

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Sometimes I wonder if February gets short-changed. Maybe it’s because
February is the shortest month. Or, maybe because it has the least popular
weather, thanks to the charcoal colored “February snow”. Or just maybe it's
because we are so excited for spring’s arrival that we plow through February
like a long dental appointment: just get through it.
But while we are rushing through those 28 days, we might be missing an
important idea. The idea peaks mid-month, and no, it’s not Valentine’s Day;
but it is about love. Gratefully, no red card is required with this idea.
Valentine’s Day reminds us to pass around love. Yes, it is most commonly
exchanged between spouses, partners, and those whose first date happened
in 2018. Actually, that last group is easy to spot in the card aisle because
they have that panic-look on their face trying to figure out if they should
get a silly or romantic card. The wrong decision could lead to an awkward
moment.
But the idea of passing along a little love, or even a lot of it, is the bottomline purpose of Valentine’s Day. Even if you've lost your beloved or haven’t
yet met them, you have love to hand out. The thing to remember is that
when you are giving love, in whatever form, what you are doing is being
generous with your heart. A little bit of time, a small gesture or even just a
few dollars can turn the day around for someone. And a turned-around day
can lead to a calmer day and maybe even a confident week for someone
facing a hard time.
There are lots of ways to be generous with your love. It’s super easy. You
are always carrying it around; so you got it on you. Just like the five dollar
bill a kid is always asking his parent for.
Recently, I was in the line to pay my water bill. I noticed an older lady
clinging to her cane while navigating the slippery sidewalk back to her car.
Immediately, I pictured her falling, having surgery on her broken hip and
months in a smelly nursing home that is short-staffed. Isn’t it something
how fast our mind works to help us make a fast decision? Yes, yes, I gave
up my place in line and went outside to see if she needed help. She was fine.
Big deal – I gave up my place in line; but more importantly, that woman,
whom I’ve never met, felt loved and taken care of for a few seconds.
Sometimes you don’t even have to leave the house to give a little love.
No lines!!! How would the day change if you called somebody who is
lonely? The sad, sad fact is that we all know somebody who is lonely. It’s
my personal feeling that loneliness is a much underrated emotion. It clings
to us as if we are lugging around a 50-pound backpack. But a call, asking
that two-word power question, “What’s new?” will make all the difference
in that person’s day.
I know that I’m not talking about anything new. Extending ourselves to
someone we know or even to a stranger, is an old, moldy idea. But we have
to keep talking about it because doing it matters. If you tried being generous
with your time, but got out of the habit, maybe Valentine’s Day will help
you to restart that practice. If you’re coming out of a sad place because you
were in a hard season, maybe this mid-February is the perfect time to start
closing that chapter by leaving a ridiculously large tip for the waitress who
served you the western omelet, or maybe even something more by telling
your front-line stories at a support group. After all that, February will no
longer be the forgotten month.
You can reach Patricia by emailing her at pckubic@gmail.com.

STRONG
Building Resilient Military Families
HomeFront Strong is an 8-week program to
help military or veteran spouses/partners
prepare for, cope with, or rebound from the
challenges of deployment and military life.

WEB-BASED PROGRAM OR IN-PERSON GROUPS

New groups starting soon in Flint, MI
The in-person groups also include a free weekly meal
and the Children’s Resiliency Program
for children and youth ages 0-17.
Participants can receive up to $140 for completing
a research evaluation of the program

Please call Jodi Goodman
at (734) 998-5849 or email
homefrontstrong@umich.edu
to register or for more information.

Honoring All Who Served
200 Grand River Ave., Suite 104 | Port Huron, MI 48060

facebook.com/sccvet

twitter.com/sccvet
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in New York. Work continued for the next
few years, and after the grounds
finally began to take shape, it
was announced the depot would
be dedicated on January 4, 1914.
No expenses were spared on the
construction of the new railway
station. The 18-story building
consisted of 7,000 tons of steel
framework, 125,000 cubic feet
of stone, as well as eight million
bricks – the 500,000 square
foot mammoth was sitting on
20,000 cubic yards of concrete.
When
the depot was completed,
1914 Postcard of MCS
the massive station was the tallest railroad depot in the world – the
company paid a total of $15 million, or around $320 million in today’s money, for the
project including the railway tunnel.
The first room most visitors saw when they arrived after walking through the bronze
doors at the depot was the waiting room, which was often explained as breathtaking. The
room’s ceilings were nearly 55 feet tall, 97 feet wide and 230 feet long, and were adorned
with marble on the floors, as well as the 14 pillars. This area of the depot was modeled
after bathhouses found in ancient Rome, and also boasted restaurants and ticket booths
– the waiting room was just the beginning. The depot also consisted of an arcade room, a
barbershop, drugstore and cigar shop. There were shower rooms, a place to send telegrams
or make phone calls, a smoking room for men and a reading room for women.
Beyond the train station was the 230-foot-tall tower, which held more than 500 office
spaces for the Michigan Central Railroad – the original plan for a large portion of the tower
was to include a hotel, and it was even thought they would lease open office spaces to their
competitors, but neither materialized. Amazingly, due to the fact that the previously stated
plans fell through, a large part of the depot was never utilized, and many of the upper floors
were never even furnished. The company employed so many people that just the passenger
auditors occupied the entire seventh floor.
Less than two weeks before the transition from the old station to the new was set to take
place, tragedy struck. On December 26, 1913, a fire broke out at the depot, which caused so
much damage it became unusable. Within a moment’s notice, the rush began to get the new
station ready for thousands of travelers. By the time the message that the old station wasn’t
able to receive any more passengers was announced, arrangements were put into place to
reroute them to the new building. In just a little over three hours after the spark ignited, the first
train was departing the
new Michigan Central
Station destined for
the Saginaw area – an
hour later, the first
train arrived from
Chicago. The building
was constantly filled
with travelers from all
over the country, many
of which were coming
to Detroit for the first
time for work – the

RISE AND FALL, Continued from Page 1

Ticket counter of MCS (contributed by
Burton Historical Collection)

Michigan Central Station was
a perfect representation of the
opportunity and wealth the city
offered at the time.
When the United States
became involved in WWI, the
depot experienced its greatest
influx of patrons, with over 200
trains departing daily, many of
which were filled with troops
being sent off to fight. Travelers
continued to flock in and out
of the station well into the
MCS waiting room (contributed by Burton Historical Collection) 1940s. Throughout the decade,
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the business continued to move
approximately 4,000 people a day and
employed more than 3,000 workers
in the office tower – some of those
visitors included famous people, such
as Charlie Chaplin, Franklin Roosevelt,
Harry Truman and Herbert Hoover.
The 1950s brought a decline in the
railway industry, which was impacted
due to countrywide improvements in
highways and air travel. One by one, 1868 of Michigan Central Depot along the Detroit River
depots around the United States began shuttering their doors, and by 1956, the Michigan
Central Station was put up for sale, along with 405 other depots the company owned, in an
effort to cut costs – after a little over 40 years of operation, it was put on the market for only
$5 million, which was a third of the construction cost.
With no buyers interested in purchasing Detroit’s station, business carried on, but the
overall feel of the building began changing beginning in the next decade. It started to
become more common to cancel various trips due to lack of travelers, and on April 1, 1967,
the most iconic section of the building, the waiting room, was closed off. As the years
passed, the ornate walnut benches were sold off for a mere $25 each, and one by one other
sections of the depot disappeared, such as the restaurant and flower shop. The waiting room
was used for storage from this time on, and patrons were now rerouted to the rear entrance.
As an example of just how far and how fast the railway business fell, the company’s entire
railroad line carried nearly 80 million people in 1945, but by 1967, there were only 25
million travelers. Following a merger at the end of the 1960s, the depot became known as
the Penn Central Station, but after two short years, the company declared bankruptcy – this
marked the largest liquidation in the country at the time.
The government stepped in with the formation of Amtrak in 1971, which quickly
occupied the abandoned depot. In order to improve the building, over $1 million was
put into alterations. When the beloved waiting room was reopened on June 20, 1975, it
appeared the station was making a comeback – the same year, the building was added to
the National Register of Historic Places, which if nothing else, would make demolition
difficult. Amtrak announced its intent to sell the building in the spring of 1985, due to the
high cost of keeping a building of that size operating. The business was strung along for
the next few years until January 5, 1988, at 11:30 a.m., when the last train left the depot en
route to Chicago.
Throughout the following couple of decades, the property has changed hands multiple
times between businessmen who had a slew of ideas for the massive depot, such as a casino,
police headquarters, hotel, as well as the new home for Homeland Security and Border
Protection. With the building now falling apart, restoration estimates range from $100
million to $300 million, which is a major reason the building continues to rot away. Since
1994, city officials have been recommending that the historical masterpiece be demolished,
but those proposals have gone quiet since 2001, when the current owner, Manuel Moroun,
revealed his plan for the building – the depot’s structure is so sturdy and so big that it would
take between $5 million to $10 million just to demolish it. In the last few years, work has
finally begun on the 104-year-old depot with the installation of new windows, nearly all of
which were busted out for decades.
Only time will tell what’s in store for the future of the Michigan Central Station, but for the
time being, it remains a haven for graffiti artists and urban explorers as it slowly continues
to deteriorate. Once referred to as the city’s Ellis Island, it now stands as a reminder of the
positive, as well as the negative impact the automotive boom had on the city of Detroit.
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Reclaiming California’s Diversity
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

"If you ask a typical wine consumer to
imagine a California red, they'll almost
certainly think of Cabernet Sauvignon. If
you ask that same consumer to imagine
a white, they'll almost certainly think of
Chardonnay.
This is understandable. More than
500,000 acres of California farmland are
dedicated to wine grapes, and Cabernet
Sauvignon and Chardonnay are the most
widely planted. More than a quarter of
the state's red wine grape plantings are
Cabernet Sauvignon. And more than
half of all white wine grape plantings are
Chardonnay.
Once upon a time, however, California's
landscape was much more diverse. And
thanks to a group of renegade vintners,
California is reclaiming this diversity –
and producing more and more wines that
are reminiscent of a bygone era.
The dominance of Cabernet Sauvignon
and Chardonnay partly traces back to
1976. That year, a British wine merchant
named Steven Spurrier organized a wine
competition in Paris, where he pitted
California's best Chardonnay and Cabernet

Sauvignon against the best wines that
France had to offer.
Until then, few critics took California
seriously. And at that tasting, everyone
assumed that France would win. But with
both whites and reds, California came out
on top. That competition – now known
as the "Judgment of Paris" – transformed
California's wine industry.
The red, produced by Warren Winiarski at
Stag's Leap Wine Cellars, helped accelerate
Robert Mondavi's efforts to tout California's
wines as being on par with Europe's best
offerings.
The white, produced by Mike Grgich at
Chateau Montelena, forced the world to take
a serious look at California Chardonnay.
When Kendall-Jackson produced a
Chardonnay with just a hint of sweetness
a few years later, the variety's popularity
would skyrocket with consumers.
Over the subsequent two decades,
those who marketed wine pushed other
varietal wines like Merlot, Pinot Noir,
and Sauvignon Blanc. But Cabernet and
Chardonnay were cemented at the top.
For most of California's wine growing
history, however, vineyards were planted
chaotically with inexpensive, workhorse

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints
a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think
you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter
your answer. Of all persons submitting
the correct answer by the 15th of the
month, one person will be randomly
selected to be entered into a drawing
for a wonderful surprise gift at the end
of the year! On December 16, 2018,
one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and the lucky person
will be notified.
For our January contest, we asked
our readers to identify what the object
pictured to
the left is. Of
all of those
submitting the
correct answer,
Cathy Doan
of Port Huron,
Michigan, was
randomly chosen to be entered into the
year-end drawing. Cathy identified that
the object is a close-up of sugar crystals.

Here are a few interesting facts about
sugar:
• Crystalized sugar has been around
for at least 2000 years.
• Sugar made from sugar cane and
sugar made from sugar beets is
identical.
• Sugar doesn’t rot your teeth – it is
the bacteria that feed off of sugar
that cause the problem.
• You can be genetically addicted to
sugar.
• Too much sugar can affect your
memory.
• The average American eats 61
pounds of refined sugar each year.
For our February contest, we are
asking our readers to identify what
the object pictured below is.
Remember, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.

grapes. Americans didn't care about varieties
and drank simple table wines. While most
were consumed locally, products like Gallo's
Hearty Burgundy and Almaden's Mountain
Chablis approximated these wines and had
national distribution.
Today, several California vintners are
rediscovering these ancient vineyards and
recognizing their potential. This effort is
led by Tegan Passalacqua of Turley Wine
Cellars and Morgan Twain-Peterson of
Bedrock Wine Co., two young producers
who have earned a reputation for crafting
delicious wines from old vineyards. Three
years ago, the two men helped launch the
Historic Vineyard Society, a nonprofit
created to catalog, protect, and promote
these properties.
Turley's Library Vineyard Petite Sirah
is a great example of the wines this group
celebrates. The Library Vineyard was
planted between 1880 and 1920 directly
behind the St. Helena Public Library in
Napa Valley. Although planted primarily to
Petite Sirah, the small vineyard is comprised
of more than a dozen different varieties,
including red grapes like Syrah, Carignan,
Grenache and Zinfandel and white grapes
like Muscadelle and Green Hungarian.
From this vineyard, Passalacqua makes a
delightful field blend that speaks clearly of
its origin.
Bedrock's Compagni Portis white is

another great example. Sourced from a
Sonoma vineyard planted in 1954, the wine
is a blend of Gewurtzraminer, Trousseau
Gris, Riesling, and a handful of unusual
grapes that are almost extinct. It's exotic,
exceptionally aromatic and totally unique.
Passalacqua and Twain-Peterson are
hardly alone. California producers like
Carlisle, Arnot-Roberts, Forlorn Hope, and
Wind Gap are also creating high quality
wines from historic properties. While
some make field blends, others produce
single varietal wines from nearly forgotten
grapes in almost-forgotten vineyards.
In late February, a group of wine
writers from across the country gathered
in California for a conference. During
a discussion about Napa Valley's
"unexpected" wines, New York Times'
wine critic Eric Asimov reminded
attendees of California's "history of
diversity" with Turley's Library Vineyard
Petite Sirah.
Wines like this are still just asterisks,
of course. They're jewels of an earlier
time. But they show that there's more to
California than Chardonnay and Cabernet
Sauvignon.

GOOD
LUCK!

Editor's Note: David White is the founder
and editor of Terroirist.com, which was
named "Best Overall Wine Blog" at the
2013 Wine Blog Awards. His columns are
housed at GrapeCollective.com
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Call (810) 367-3770 for tickets $ONLY

The Fine Arts Department of New Life Christian Academy, in association with Riverbank Theatre, proudly presents:

10

of

March 23, 7:00 P.M.
March 24, 3:00 and 7:00 P.M.

Port Huron High School Performing Arts Center
2215 Court Street, Port Huron

Music by Richard Rodgers Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II
Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse
Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp

Produced by special arrangement with Rodgers and Hammerstein Theatricals, Inc.

What Happened
On This Day In History?

1

2

3

5

On this day
in 1918, the
Soviets proclaim
separation of church
and state.

6

On this day
in 1756, Aaron
Burr, the 3rd Vice
President, is born in
Newark, New Jersey.

7

8

9

10

12

On this day
in 1554, Lady
Jane Grey, the
Queen of England for
thirteen days, is
beheaded on Tower
Hill. She was barely
17 years old.

13

14

On this day
in 1876, rival
inventors Elisha Gray
and Alexander
Graham Bell both
apply for patents for
the telephone.

15

On this day
in 1925, the
London Zoo
announces it will
install lights to cheer
up fogged-in
animals.

16

On this day
in 1923,
Bessie Smith makes
her first recording
“Down Hearted
Blues.”

17

18

On this day
in 1920,
Vuillemin and Chalus
complete their first
flight over the Sahara
Desert.

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

4

On this day
in 1889,
Harry Longabaugh is
released from
Sundance Prison in
Wyoming, thereby
acquiring the
famous nickname,
“the Sundance Kid.”

11

On this day
in 1979, 43
million
watch
Elvis on
ABC.

On this day
in 1910, the
13th Dalai Lama flees
from the Chinese and
takes refuge in India.

On this day
in 1976,
Britain slashes
welfare spending.

On this day
in 1829,
German-born
American clothing
designer, Levi
Strauss is born.

On this day
in 1936, the
first social security
checks are put
in the mail.

On this day in
1872, New
York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art
opens.

On this day
in 1963,
Mickey Mantle of the
New York Yankees
signs a baseball
contract worth
$100,000.

On this day
in 1983, Iran
opens an invasion
in the southeast
of Iraq.

On this day
in 1954, actor
Leonard Nimoy weds
actress Sandra
Zober.

On this day
in 1951, three
A-bomb tests are
completed in the
desert of Nevada.

On this day
in 2002, the
19th Winter Olympic
games open at Salt
Lake City,
Utah.

On this day
in 1879,
Frank Winfield
Woolworth’s
“nothing over five
cents” shop opens in
Utica, New York. It is
the first chain store.

On this day
in 1996,
American actor and
dancer, Gene Kelly,
dies at 83 years old.

On this day
in 1825, the
House of
Representatives
elects John Quincy
Adams as the 6th
U.S. President.

On this day
in 1896,
Tootsie Roll® is
introduced by Leo
Hirshfield.

On this day
in 1982, John
Sharples of England
finishes 371 hours of
disco dancing.

On this day
in 1863, P.T.
Barnum’s star
midgets, Tom Thumb
and Lavinia Warren,
are married.

On this day
in 1864, the
Confederate
submarine Hunley
sinks the USS
Housatonic in
Charleston Harbor,
South Carolina.
On this day
in 1821,
Mexico gains
independence
from Spain.

On this day in
1984, during
the 26th Grammys
Awards, Michael
Jackson takes
home eight
awards.
FREEPIK.COM
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Richmond - February 11
Sleigh Ride, Historic Village, 36045

Park St., 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Historic
buildings open and serving cocoa and
cookies. For more information call
Mary Ellen at (586) 808-2953.

Memphis - February 18
Valentine Polka Party, American

If you have an event in March that you would like listed in the March issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by February 12, 2017. There is no charge for the
listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary
to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were
submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - February 3 & 17
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Admission for dances is $6.
Bring finger foods and friends!
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio. Entertainment on February 3
provided by the Ernie Essenmacher
Band and on February 17 (our
Valentine Dance) by Lighthouse
Three. For more information
call Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - February 6
Spaghetti Dinner, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per
person, $6 seniors, $4 for ages 4
- 7 (under 4 free). Public welcome.
All proceeds go towards Lapeer
District Schools Scholarship Fund.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com
or call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - February 13
Taco Night, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. For more information
call (810) 664-9312 or email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer - February 17
Tony Bennett Tribute Show,

Lapeer Area Elk's Lodge #2567, 200
E. Nepessing St., matinee 2:00 p.m.
and evening show 7:00 p.m. $20 per
person or table of 8 for $140. RSVP
only. For more information or for
tickets call Gary at (810) 441-9075.

Lapeer - February 22
2018 Life Line Screening,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.

Genesee St., 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
For more information email Kathy
at americanlegion16@gmail.com
or call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - February 25
Annual Railroad Swap Meet,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St., 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
For more information email Kathy
at americanlegion16@gmail.com
or call (810) 664-9312.

Macomb

Memphis - all of 2018
Bottle and Can Drive, various

locations. Woman's Life Chapter 855
is collecting bottles and cans all year
long to help those in need. For a
representative of our group call
(586) 392-5136.

New Baltimore - February 4
Flea Market, Craft and Vendor
Show, VFW Hall, 35011 23 Mile Rd.,

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. No reservations
needed to set up. 8-foot tables can
be rented for $10 each. No admission
to shop. For more information call
Michelle at (586) 725-7100.

Washington Twp. - February
7, 14 & 21
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke (between
26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15 a.m. –
9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are free.
For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Romeo - February 8
Love Your Heart Luncheon,

Romeo Center, 361 Morton St.,
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Join us for a
luncheon celebrating love and taking
care of your heart. Today is American
Heart Day. Love yourself and your
heart. Eat, dance, be merry and wear
red for Heart Day. $6 residents, $7
non-residents. For more information
call (586) 752-6543 ext. 3.

Legion Hall, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. $12 admission
includes brew and snacks. Music by
Ted Pavlik Melody Makers. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

Romeo - February 21
Consumers Education - Phone/
Mail Scams, Romeo Center, 361

Morton St., 10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. No
charge. This presentation is designed
to educate you on how to reduce
incoming calls and junk mail, and
provides instructions on reporting a
problem or scam. For more information
call (586) 752-6543 ext. 3.

Oakland
No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

St. Clair

Kimball Twp. - February 1 - 17
Landmark Academy High School
Varsity Bowling Team Can and
Bottle Drive, 4800 Lapeer Rd., room
242, Coach Mr. John. Pick-ups in the
Port Huron area can be arranged for
February 17 by calling (810) 479-9908
or emailing 7thpinpost@gmail.com in
advance of that date.

St. Clair - February
2, 9, 16 & 23
Duplicate Bridge, St. Clair

Community Center, 5th at Cass, 12:30
p.m. – 3:30 p.m. No registration
required. $1 donation welcome
after first free visit. No partner
needed; all abilities - will help teach.
For information email Thomas at
tjbroyles@aol.com.

Kimball Twp. - February 3
35th Annual Snowshoe
Tournament, Pink Elephant Bar,

February 2018
Port Huron Twp. - February 3
Edith Scheonrock Figure Skating
Competition, Glacier Pointe Area,
4150 Dove Rd., 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Skaters from Michigan, Ohio and
Ontario will be competing in dance,
jumps, spins and other skills. Free.
Concessions stand onsite. For more
information visit phfsc.com.

Yale - February 4
Yale VFW Marketplace/Craft and
Vendor Show, VFW Hall (indoors),
4 W. Mechanic St., 11:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. Free admission; vendors
wanted. Snacks and beverages
available. Table rentals $5 each.
For more information call Andrea
at (810) 712-8245.

Algonac - February 5, 12 & 26
Senior Scrabble, Algonac-Clay
Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
1:00 p.m. Join us weekly to play this
popular game. Limited to 12 players.
Registration recommended. All levels
of skill welcome. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Marine City - February 5
East China Community Band
Concert, Washington Life Center,

403 N. Mary St., 7:00 p.m. Donations
accepted. Featured will be some of
your favorite Broadway and movie
tunes. For more information call
(810) 990-5792.

Port Huron - February 5
GriefShare, Colonial Woods

Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
This is a support group for those who
are grieving a loss due to death. Will
meet every Monday and can be joined
any time. To register or for more
information call (810) 984-5575.

Port Huron - February 5
Chocolate Party, Port Huron

Library, 210 McMorran Blvd.,
6:00 p.m. We will be playing games
and doing trivia. There will be prizes.
Parents must sign a permission
slip. For more information call
(810) 987-7323 ext. 124.

340 Henry St., 1:00 p.m. Doubleelimination snowshoe tournament
- draw for your partner. Sign up at
11:00 a.m. Cost: $5. Food and drink
available in the restaurant. Pitch
horseshoes in the snow for a great
charity - Leader Dogs for the Blind. 1st
and 2nd place trophies awarded. For
more information call (810) 367-9242
or (810) 367-6311.

600 Grand River Ave., 12:15 p.m. –
3:45 p.m. No registration. $5 donation
welcome after first free visit. No partner
needed. Sponsored by Blue Water
Bridge Club. For more information
email Thomas at tjbroyles@aol.com.

Lakeport - February 3
Jeopardy, Burtchville Township

St. Clair - February 5 & 12
Music Time, St. Clair Library, 310

Library, 7097 Second St., 12:00
p.m. Teens, are you smarter than
your friends? Let Jeopardy test your
knowledge. Winner gets a secret prize!
Ages 12 - 19. For more information call
(810) 385-8550.

Port Huron - February
5, 12, 19 & 26
Bridge Card Game, Senior Center,

S. Second St., 10:30 a.m. Join us
on Monday mornings for music time!
Rooted in children's literacy, we
will explore music concepts, such
as BEAT, FAST and SLOW while
enjoying classic children's songs
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and stories. For more information
call (810) 329-3951.
St. Clair - February
6, 13, 20 & 27
Bridge Card Game, St. Clair
Community Center, 5th at Cass, 12:30
p.m. – 3:30 p.m. No registration
required. $1 donation welcome after
first free visit. No partner needed;
all abilities - will help teach. For
more information email Thomas at
tjbroyles@aol.com.
Port Huron - February
6, 13, 20 & 27
Duplicate Bridge, Port Huron
Recreation Center, 2829 Armour Ave.,
12:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. No registration.
$5 donation welcome after first free
visit. No partner needed. Sponsored
by Blue Water Bridge Club. For
more information email Thomas at
tjbroyles@aol.com.

Yale - February 6, 20 & 27
Teen/Adult RPG Day, Yale Library,
2 Jones St., 3:00 p.m. Teens and
adults, please join us for an afternoon
of tabletop, role-playing games.
Registration is requested, but not
required. For more information call
(810) 387-2940.

Marine City - February 7
Van-GO Art for Students, Marine

City Library, 300 S. Parker, 1:30 p.m.
Join us, along with Jane Weis, as she
helps you unveil your creative side. For
more information call (810) 765-5233.

St. Clair - February 8, 15 & 22
Men's Bridge, Voyageur Restaurant,
525 S. Riverside Ave., noon – 3:00
p.m. You are invited to have lunch with
the group at 11:00 a.m. No partner
needed. All abilities, no registration, no
score kept. For more information email
Thomas at tjbroyles@aol.com.

Yale - February 9 & 23
Knights of Columbus Council
#8710 Fish Fry Dinners, Fr. Dunn
Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 310 N.
Main, lunch 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.;
dinner 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Carry outs available. For more
information visit our facebook page
at facebook.com/KofC8710.

Capac - February 10
Sock Snowmen, Capac Library,

111 N. Main, 11:00 a.m. We will be
making a snowman with a sock filled
with rice. They are adorable! Come
and join us. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

St. Clair - February 11
St. Clair Polar Plunge, The

Voyageur and St. Clair Boat Harbor,
902 S. 2nd St., registration at 1:00 p.m.
at The Voyageur; parade of costumes
and plunge at 2:00 p.m.; awards
and after splash bash at 3:00 p.m.

Fundraiser for Special Olympics of
Michigan. For details visit the website
PlungeMI.com and click on St. Clair
or call (248) 688-9603.

Fair Haven - February 12
Friends of Ira Library Meeting,

Ira Township Library, 7013 Meldrum
Rd., 6:30 p.m. Become a part of your
community library and discuss plans
for the future. All are welcome. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

Memphis - February 12
Valentine Make and Take Party,
Memphis Library, 34830 Potter
St., 6:30 p.m. Stop in to make
a Valentine card and a button
bookmark and decorate a Valentine
cookie to give away on Valentine's
Day or keep for yourself! Elementary
and middle school-aged children,
please. Registration is required so
that we have enough projects for
everyone. For more information
call (810) 392-2980.

Port Huron - February 12
Widowed Care, Colonial Woods

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
Hospice will share on various aspects
of dealing with grief and loss, as well
as answer questions and engage in
discussion. For more information
call (810) 364-9493.

Sanilac

Sandusky - February 10 & 24
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley
School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods (for 8:30 p.m.)
and friends. Admission: $6 members,
$7 guests (regular dances). $10
membership per year. Entertainment
on February 10 provided by Dick
Hedrich and Son and on February
24 by Lighthouse Three. For more
information call Leola at
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(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy
at (810) 404-4250.

Tuscola

Caro - February 24
15th Annual Farm Collectibles
and Toy Show, the Brentwood, 178
Park Dr., 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Buy,
sell and swap farm toys, antiques,
collectibles and literature. Sponsored
by The Thumb Area Old Engine and
Tractor Association. $2 admission
for adults, children under 12 free. For
more information call (989) 673-3430.

Wayne
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.

DON’T LET MICE
INSIDE THIS WINTER!

Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
This is a support group for those who
have lost a spouse through death
and processing grief in a supportive
environment. It runs for 10 sessions.
To register or for more information
call (810) 984-5575.

Kimball - February 15
Teen Time - Snap Circuits,

Kimball Township Library, 1955 N.
Allen Rd., 5:00 p.m. Snap circuits are
here. Team up to snap together a
working photo sensor, flashing light,
adjustable siren and more. Ages
10 - 18. Registration requested
by calling (810) 982-9171.

Port Huron - February 18
"Off the Charts" Festival Concert
Series, First United Methodist
Church, 828 Lapeer Ave., 7:30 p.m.
Adults in advance $12; at the door
$15, students $5. Tickets are available
at the church and at the Port Huron
Music Center, 2700 Pine Grove Ave.
Light refreshments served after the
performance. For more information
call (810) 985-8107.

Yale - February 18
Yale VFW Marketplace/Craft and
Vendor Show, VFW Hall (indoors),
4 W. Mechanic St., 11:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. Free admission; vendors
wanted. Snacks and beverages
available. Table rentals $5 each.
For more information call Andrea
at (810) 712-8245.

Marysville - February 26
Grief Related to the Loss of
Independence, Marysville

Library, 1175 Delaware, 6:00 p.m.
The compassionate staff of Grace

ABC

Give us a call!

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

Page 30		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus, ThumbPrint News Columnist
“A mountain is composed of tiny grains of earth. The ocean is made up of tiny drops of
water. Even so, life is but an endless series of little details, actions, speech and thought. And
the consequences, whether good or bad of even the least of them … are far-reaching.”
					
– Swami Sivananda
All couple’s have room for improvement, whether it is those with high degrees of
cooperation, communication and intimacy … or those that are continually challenged
and frustrated by their inability to achieve long term stability and harmony. So, how can
a love life move from current to desired state? It’s really pretty simple (and obvious) –
something has to CHANGE! Just as Albert Einstein equated that insanity is doing the
same things over and over and expecting different results, so too is change a necessary
ingredient for any relationship to improve. But, often times change is viewed as a scary
or difficult proposition, making progress even more cumbersome. However, when
perceived in the proper context, change can become a much simpler process.
Too often change is associated more radically and severity, like a sudden abrupt
stop, a big switch of gears, and then moving in a completely new and generally
uncomfortable direction. Yet change can be accomplished with very little effort or fear.
All it takes is the right perspective, and a small incremental approach. Whether it be
toward improving relationship, dissolving a personal bad habit or constructing a good
one – it is effective for any and everything.
Part of the reason we resist change lies in the physiology of our brain, specifically in
our fight-or-flight response. When our higher brain (cortex) sets a course for change,
the amygdala portion of the lower brain sets off an alarm letting you know that you
are departing from your usual safe routines. This trigger of fear is what makes change
(at least initially) so uncomfortable and frightening. The bigger the change, the more
our cortex becomes constricted and overtaken by our primeval fears. However, when
these changes are small, the amygdala is bypassed, allowing the higher thoughts of the
cortex to flow freely, without fear – giving creativity and purpose more room to thrive.
Essentially, dealing with change in small steps allows us to fly under the radar of fear.
Since most of us have more than one area we’d like to see get better, the first step in
the change process is to choose a starting point. Remember, make it small and simple.
If need be, break down the whole into smaller parts. For example, if romance is an
area that your relationship is struggling with, don’t feel that you have to transform into
Lancelot or Guinevere (though I’m sure your partner wouldn’t complain ☺). Being
that romance is comprised of intimacy, sweetness, creativity and passion … begin by
choosing only a single component to make progress in (if you’d like an earlier article
that goes into detail on these four elements, just email me).
In his book, One Small Step Can Change Your Life, Robert Maurer outlines how
Mind Sculpting, the art of mental rehearsal developed by Ian Robertson, can help you
begin doing (or doing better), anything you are having difficulty with. This imaginary
sensory immersion can be broken down into very small and simple steps:
■ Define the particular task and give yourself a month before actually starting it.
■ Decide how many seconds (not minutes) per day you will allot for imagining
this task being performed. Make the time commitment very low so that it can be
easily fulfilled each and every day. Repetition is key, so do this several times a
day. Doing so indicates importance to the brain, which then begins committing
cells to the new behavior.
■ When you are ready to practice, sit or lie down in a quiet and comfortable area.
Close your eyes and relax.
■ Now, imagine going through the motions of the task you are going to improve.
What do you see? Who is there? What are you and others wearing? What is the
setting? What are the specific sights, sounds, colors and smells? What are the
facial tones and expressions?
■ Without moving a muscle, keep imagining the task being performed. What are
the words being spoken? How are they resonating through your body? What are
your physical gestures? What does the energy feel like?
■ Imagine a positive response to your activity. How are others responding? What
are their words, expressions and actions? How are you responding? How does
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this make you feel?
■ Ideally, your repeated small increments of imagining will become habitual and
applied with some degree of enthusiasm. But, if you’re still not ready to actually
try it out, then don’t force it. The whole idea is to approach this in a comfortable
manner and pace. To help get past the hump, you may choose to increase the time
and frequency of your imagining sessions, but do so gradually, and only if the
previous stage has become effortless. If you start finding yourself forgetting to do
them, or they become too difficult, then cut back on the time and/or frequency.
■ Imagine some worst case scenarios. Again, go into all the small details as
outlined above. Then imagine how you could favorably respond to those negative
situations. This will help you positively prepare for and respond to undesired
outcomes.
■ When you are ready to move from imagining to the actual, don’t forget to do so
slowly via small steps.
The more detail of imagining that can be integrated within mind sculpting, will be
proportionate to the level that your brain actually perceives that the activity is truly
being performed. In the mind as well as in the physical plane, practice makes perfect.
And the beauty of these little steps is that they are really small links that can attach to
other small links, which then convert into a larger and longer chain. So big changes can
be accomplished via an initial series of seemingly little “adjustments”!
Sai Baba stated, “What matters is to live in the present, live now, for every moment is
now. It is your thoughts and acts of the moment that create your future. The outline of
your future path already exists, for you created its pattern by your past.” Think closely,
and from a distance, about those things that can make yourself and your relationship
better. Then start building the bridge toward that future by using the creative power of
small and simple thoughts. Though humble, don’t under estimate their power … for
they truly can be a catalyst for generating the momentum of change. Here’s to new
beginnings!
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any questions or
comments, please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will take a look at why it’s so easy to focus on the negative,
and how we can change that.

Today’s Best Music
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In our January, 2018, issue, the “Letter from the Editor” section invited our
readers to share their stories of people in the ThumbPrint New’s circulation
area who have reached the awesome age of 100 to share their stories with us.
The first story we received was from Dennis Stroup of Harrison Township,
Michigan, honoring Dorothy Stroup (his mother), who will turn 102 years old
on February 10! Here is the story Dennis shared with us:
Dorothy Ileon Meyers was born in southwest Detroit to Clarence and Avis
Meyers, the second youngest of six children, who have all preceded her in
death. She recalls some of the good times she and the family had, despite the
hard times of the Depression. She recalls seeing the Graff Zeppelin fly over
Detroit. It was an open-air car where the ladies sat facing each other and the
one driving steered with a stick, not a steering wheel. Everyone came out to
see them pass by, including the man who drove his horse and wagon down the
alley picking up trash and the gypsies who would come down her street from
Delray heading to Detroit. Someone would
holler, “The gypsies are coming” and all the
kids would hide behind bushes to keep from
being stolen.
She also tells of her mother pinning the
rent money inside her coat before she would
ride the streetcar to the landlady’s house to
pay the rent. At around 10 years of age, she
would ride the Interurban bus for a nickel and
a penny transfer from Detroit to Hall Road,
where her grandfather would be waiting
with a horse and buggy. She would visit
her grandparents at their farm on Sugarbush
Road. A favorite sight at their farm was
watching the cavalry from Selfridge ride by.
(Both Sugarbush and Hall Roads were dirt
back then.)
Dorothy, age 13

At the age of 17, the family moved
to Sugarbush Road on a small farm.
In 1935, Dorothy married Hiram
F. Stroup of Mt. Clemens. (After
54 years of marriage, Hiram passed
away in 1990.) They purchased a
house on Harmon Road in 1936. It
was a four-room house, an acre of
ground, a well, an outhouse and
weeds to her waist, according to
Dorothy's description, purchased
for the grand sum of $1,500.
The place began to grow as the
family grew, with the addition of Dorothy, Hiram and grandson
more land and several additions to
the house. The first addition was to jack the house up and dig a basement with
wheelbarrows and shovels. With the house perched on four jacks, a severe
storm moved in and the family took refuge in the barn as the house moved on
the jacks. All was well after the storm – the basement was finished and the
addition to the back of the house was completed. Later, an addition was added

to the north side of the house. The family and two neighbors dug a private
waterline from the home and barns. The
well and outhouse were soon abandoned. No
more baths in the washtub in the kitchen or
going out to pump water or use the outhouse.
Brrrr!
Dorothy raised seven children in the house
which still stands on Harmon Rd. There
were cows, goats, a pony, pigs, chickens and
lots of dogs and cats to fill the farm. Growing
a large garden and some fruit trees, Dorothy
canned for the winter. They would butcher
cows and an occasional pig for meat; the family was well-fed and Mom was a
great cook, turning nothing into something.
Dorothy drove until the age of 97 and was independent-minded. She lived
independently until she fell in her house at the age of 98 and broke her hip.
She now lives with her son in
Harrison Township and gets
around with a walker and a
wheelchair for shopping (her
favorite pasttime). She loves
to ride in the convertible
with the top down, take the
lunch cruise down the Clinton
River and go to the Armada
Fair. Dorothy was a leader of
several 4-H clubs in the ’50s.
Her members exhibited at the fair, winning many ribbons. She still attends the
fair every year and enjoys the animals, farm machinery and 4-H exhibits.
A member of Trinity Lutheran Church since the
1930s, Dorothy spent many hours volunteering at
the church. She still attends Trinity and is currently
its oldest living member. She was a member of the
altar guild, Stephen ministry, was the leader of a
group that cooked for weddings, funerals and the
Kiwanis and president of the Ladies’ Aid for several
years. She received a national volunteers’ award
for her church work. She is currently looking
forward to spring and some warmer weather with
the flowers blooming and the warm sun making it
suitable for a ride in the convertible. She will be 102 years old on February 10.
She has six children, nine grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren.
Editor’s note: If you know of someone who has reached that magic mark of 100 years old (either
living or now deceased), we would love to have you share their story with us. What changes did that
person see in his or her lifetime that made the most impact on you or on them? What do they or you
contribute his or her longevity to? Share some highlights of their life. Photos are especially welcome.
We would be happy to look at submissions of any length. Our editorial staff will edit the article for
length, clarity, spelling, grammar, etc. We aren’t concerned about any of that! What we want to hear
about are these extraordinary people who have made it to that magic milestone. We bet there are some
great stories to tell! Depending on how many submissions we receive, we will print them in future
2018 editions. Please email the stories and any accompanying pictures (in word document and .jpeg
forms) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
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PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE
Up
to

70% OFF

Fort Gratiot or Downtown Port Huron

Broyhill Sofa

798

$

Compare at $1,499

810-385-6530

810-984-4215

Broyhill Sectional

1,998

$

Compare at $3,998

Broyhill Sofa

898

$

Compare at $1,499

Our new certified interior designer, Tracy Fox,
is available to assist you in planning your
latest home décor needs. Call Tracy for an
appointment today at 810-300-1738 or
stop in at Bens Fine Furniture & Mattress
north end store in Fort Gratiot.

