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By David Odziana,

S

ome of the most well-known 20 century
inventors include the likes of Nikola
Tesla, George Westinghouse and Henry Ford,
but one name that is rarely brought up is Lloyd
Copeman, despite the fact that he held more
patents than any of these historical figures.
Born in the small town of Farmers Creek,
located in Hadley Township, Michigan, Lloyd
Groff Copeman entered the world on December
29, just a few months after the Great Thumb
Fire of 1881. As a boy, he was educated in a
one-room schoolhouse in Farmers Creek before
attending Lapeer Senior High School. Being
intellectually gifted at a young age, traditional
school disinterested Lloyd, which often resulted
in him getting into mischief. Before he was even
a teenager, he began creating products, some
to make life easier, while others were used for
th

Lloyd and his father John
(contributed by lloydcopeman.com)

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

entertainment. Although it is not known
exactly which item could be specified as his
first invention, he created an instrument that
automatically turned his father’s grindstone
when he was just 10 years old, eliminating
his responsibility of turning it by hand –
another early invention was a paddle that
would automatically smack an unsuspecting
person while using the bathroom. After he
finished his secondary schooling, Copeman
furthered his education at Michigan
Agricultural College, which eventually
became Michigan State University,
studying mechanical engineering, although
it doesn’t appear he ever earned a degree.
Interestingly, later in life, MSU offered
him an honorary degree that he refused and
said, “When the degree would have done me
See INNOVATOR Page 8
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By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

he lumber boom in Michigan brought the potential to earn a
seemingly endless amount of money – few people took advantage
of this thriving industry more than Wellington R. Burt, and it paid off
handsomely for the Saginaw businessman.
Wellington, who was one of 13 siblings, was born in New York on
August 26, 1831. At the age of seven, the Burt family relocated to
Michigan and settled in Jackson County, where he spent his formative
years working on farms. After completing high school, Burt spent a
few years attending college at Albion and Michigan Central College,
now known as Adrian College. With a desire to see the world,
Wellington left his family’s farm at the age of 22, to work on freighters
in countries, such as New Zealand, Australia, as well as parts of South
and Central America.
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On February 11, 1983, U.S. President Ronald Reagan declared this
day to be National Inventor’s Day. This date was selected because
Thomas Alva Edision was born on this day in 1847 in Milan, Ohio,
and is often recognized as the greatest inventor in U.S. history. Not
only did Edison invent the light bulb, but he also held over 1,000
patents, including ones for the phonograph
and motion picture camera. Edison’s take
on what it meant to be an inventor was
fairly simplistic – “To invent, you need
a good imagination and a pile of junk.”
However, his inventions certainly were
much more than that, and had a profound
effect on changing the way we live, travel
and communicate.
If one looks up on the internet what the Thomas Edison's phonograph,
circa 1877
most important inventions of all time were,
almost each site gives a different list, based on the opinion of the
author or creator of the article and the time frame in question.
There is no doubt that the twentieth century showcases a plethora
of technological advances and scientific discoveries at an everincreasing rate never before seen in history. Elbert Hubbard, an
American writer, publisher, artist and philosopher, stated that, “The
world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can’t be
done is generally interrupted by someone doing it.”
One of the most important inventions
of this century has got to be the personal
computer. Although computers have
been around as huge, expensive things
since WWII, when Steve Wozniak
and Stephen Jobs introduced
the Apple in 1976, it changed
everything. Today, we have become
Apple computer 1976
so dependent on computers that many people would feel lost without
them, not only for gathering information, but for entertainment, as
well as being a vital part of many jobs and professions.
Another life-changing invention was the airplane. Being able to
travel by air shrunk our world by letting us travel to most anyplace
in the period of a few hours to a day. Aircraft also provide other
services such as overnight delivery of packages and letters, weather
forecasting, fighting forest fires, crop dusting and more. Airplanes
have revolutionized warfare, perhaps arguably a negative outcome
of this invention.
And, for shorter lengths of travel, the invention of the automobile
has revolutionized the way people around the world move from one

WILLIAMS

place to another. Though under development in Europe during the
nineteenth century, the automobile didn’t really become a practical
and reliable source of transportation until the twentieth century,
especially with the introduction of the assembly-line production
style of Henry Ford, which made the automobile affordable and
accessible to the average person.
At the beginning of the century, almost any
little bug or illness that a person contracted
could be potentially fatal. Upon the
discovery of penicillin in 1928 by Alexander
Fleming and, after that, a wide range of other
antibiotics by other inventors, death due to
bacterial infection became rare. We were
gifted with a reduced mortality rate and a
much longer expected life-span.
Alexander Fleming, the
The list could go on and on…
discoverer of penicillin
I think, though, that the most exciting invention is the one that has
not yet been invented. Who knows what will be created in the next
10 years, 20 years or 100 years from now? We are only at the very
cusp of one of the most exciting times in history for inventions. I
would love to have a time machine that could travel into the future to
see what the lives of our descendants will be like 200 years from now.
Do you think a time machine could be a future invention?
Ayn Rand, an American philosopher and novelist, gave her thoughts
on inventors and inventions in her 1943 novel, The Fountainhead:
“Throughout the centuries there were men who took first steps
down new roads armed with nothing but their own vision. Their
goals differed, but they all had this in common: that the step was
first, the road new, the vision unborrowed, and the response they
received — hatred. The great creators — the thinkers, the artists,
the scientists, the inventors — stood alone against the men of
their time. Every great new thought was opposed. Every great
new invention was denounced. The first motor was considered
foolish. The airplane was considered impossible. The power
loom was considered vicious. Anesthesia was considered sinful.
But the men of unborrowed vision went ahead. They fought,
they suffered and they paid. But they won.”
Let us hope that the young inventors of today have the dedication,
commitment and drive to pursue inventions that will make the world
a better place – inventions that will recognize the humanity of other
people, respect their dignity, conserve our natural resources, and
improve the quality of life for all. Let us hope that they will make a
difference.
–Diane Kodet
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The Grills are Back in Town!
Spread the Word Around!

Pellet Grills
One of Our Many High Quality Grill Brands: Green Mountain
see details below
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• 12v direct power design provides better temp control, greater pellet fuel economy
and faster startups
• Micro-adjustment capability in the variable-speed fan and auger motor lets you
maintain more consistent grill temps
• Grill and pellet view windows allow you to keep an eye on your food without letting
your smoke escape and help you monitor your pellet supply
• 13.5” peaked lid and 658 sq. in. of grill space (can cook anything from a
dozen racks of ribs to a small, whole hog and monitor multiple food temps
with dual meat probes)
• GMG Smart Control – control and monitor your grill from your couch or on-the-go
• Adjust your smoke and grill temp from 150°F to 550°F with 5° increment control
• Adjust and monitor your food temp from your phone with the GMG app, set
food timer in the app and receive a notification when done to help manage
your cook time
The GMG Auger System is built with a high RPM motor and designed with optimal
torque in mind for a smooth and consistent feed of wood onto the fire. Pellets are
fed into the firebox where a hot rod automatically ignites the pellets, and a
combustion fan keeps them burning. Green Mountain Grill Pricing Starts at $329.
VISIT WWW.BOURLIERS.COM TO SEE MORE OF OUR GREAT GRILLS

Free pick up and delivery of lawnmowers and riders
Valid Unitl
with the purchase of a full tune-up! theOffer
First Day of Spring!

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9 - 6 | Fri. 9 - 5 | Sat. 9 - 4
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Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope. –Maya Angelou

Special Performance: Two Hippies and a Guitar

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

Old Favorites You’ll Want to Sing Along With

Dinner Concert
Saturday, Feb. 8th, 6-9pm
Buy tickets online / $33 each

buytickets.at/wethepeople/339441

Sue & Mike Balysh of Port Sanilac
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NOW IS THE TIME TO STEP UP
By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Stepping up is a big deal – so huge that sometimes it creates a “before and after
So, in honor of that tiny group who gingerly walked up to the podium through
point” in your life. Some of you know what I mean because you regularly begin unforeseen circumstances, I’m suggesting ten months early, that we step up now
sentences with the phrase, “Before we had kids…” In our history books, we can for the big November contest. And, I’m saying this regardless of who is your
see many examples of people who experienced a life-changing call to step up. favorite two-person list. February is the perfect time to do this. It’s when we
There are nine people that I’d like to focus on right now. Other than being middle- celebrate President’s Day and last I checked, there isn’t “Vice Presidents Who
aged white men, there is something else these nine people have in common – Became Presidents” Day.
something that will eternally link these nine together and distinguish them in the
This year might be the most anticipated election of all time, or certainly in
huge demographic category they belong.
recent history. Everybody has an opinion and I don’t think it’s a stretch to say that
Each of these men, Johnson, Truman, Eisenhower, Ford, Arthur, Tyler, Fillmore, everybody has a strong opinion. We are all fueled up…we are on deck. I want my
Coolidge and Theodore Roosevelt, became president without being elected to the two-person list to win, just like the next gal. So, it’s time to get off the bench and
5 Greektown
office. Yes, they February
were named
on the ballot; but the difference between being listed participate. For me, I want to drive as many stranded voters to their voting stations
first and second is similar to being pregnant or not. Should you be the first name as I can. I want to help my county hit a record number of registered voters. In
on the ballot andFebruary
win or should
you Lake
see a plus sign on the test strip, your life will other words, I want to help as many people as possible record their opinions.
12 Gun
never be the same. But if your name is second on the list or your test strip has a
But, I can’t make all that happen if I make a few phone calls in October. Action
dash, life is exponentially different and easier.
needs to happen now. I, we, need to move now. And, if you are like me, you’ve
Windsor
But for these February
nine guys 14
who
got the call of calls, I wonder how it actually thought about getting involved in a campaign before, or maybe just helping people
felt to step up and take that oath. These guys readily accepted life in the minor get to the voting booths. But, of course, something popped up on Facebook or your
league, but in the
back of their
minds,
guessing they believed the chance of favorite TV show started up and good intentions won over taking action.
February
16-17
LittleI’m
River
being called up to the major league level was remote. Hindsight confirms that
True, none of us agreed to be the second person always on call. But, we can
assumption. We’ve have 58 presidential terms, but less than 10% of those terms remember their faces; we can feel the gravity of the situation that changed their
19 Greektown
took two people February
to complete.
lives. We can celebrate the unyielding responsibility those nine people took on
The look on their faces while they raised their hand and spoke those weighty when they stepped up by taking steps ourselves. And if we make it a priority to do
promises – well, the reality of their new reality covered their faces. I go back to it now, come November 3rd, regardless of which two-person list gets the big win on
the moment someone becomes a parent….you think you’re ready; you bought all that day of days, regret will not find its way to our doors…just the permanent pride
the baby equipment but when the cries of a tiny being fill the room, suddenly, your of stepping up when it counted.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.
heart feels like a sack of potatoes.

www.sunbursttours.com

Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Gift Certificates
are Completely Escorted Aboard
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Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
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Complete Trip,
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Details at:

Available in Any Amount

Special Trips
We
also and Fund Raisers
do... for Groups
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2/12 Wed Gun Lake Daytrip
2/14 Fri Windsor Daytrip
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Overnight
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Love Yourself to Health
Contributed by Amber Deegan,

Marketing Director for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

As we approach Valentine’s Day, we often think of our loved ones, whether it’s
romantic or familial love. But do we ever stop to think about loving ourselves,
or what it means to truly love ourselves? The answer to this question is relative
depending on who you ask and what they value. If I were to answer this question,
I’d have to say first and foremost loving ourselves means taking care of our health!
Without our health, nothing else matters. When it comes to our health, there are
so many ways to love ourselves, be it eating nutritious foods, drinking adequate
amounts of water, regular exercise, minimizing stress and anxiety, inspirational work
and hobbies, healthy, nurturing relationships and making sure we know where we
stand with our overall health.
Most of us get an annual physical, bloodwork and eye exam, but how many of
us get our hearing tested regularly? In my several years in the hearing care field, I
have found that most people don’t even consider getting their hearing tested, even if
they experience some degree of hearing loss. I believe that if people knew the facts
about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss, regular hearing exams might be
sought after more frequently. Hearing loss is one of those conditions that will not go
away; it only gets worse over time, if not properly treated and managed. Once we
lose the cilia in our ears, which are tiny hairs that are responsible for sending sounds
to our brain, they are permanently gone and do not grow back. As a result, the brain
is less and less stimulated, which causes some of the negative effects of untreated
hearing loss such as increased hospitalization, increased risk of falls, social isolation,
depression, dementia and Alzheimer’s, to name a few.
Some of the most common causes of hearing loss are natural aging, exposure to
loud noises for extended periods of time, ototoxic medications, injury, etc. While
we cannot combat the natural aging process, we can limit our exposure to loud
noises for extended periods of time. But what do we do when it’s too late and we
have permanently lost some of our ability to hear? We love ourselves and seek a
professional that can provide insight into what problems we might be experiencing
and possible solutions and treatment options before our condition worsens. If you are
experiencing any of the signs below, it’s very likely that you have some degree of
hearing loss and should again, love yourself and seek the help of a professional for a
better quality of life!

1 You experience ringing in your ears.
2 You have been told you speak too loudly.
3 Your family complains that you play the radio or TV too loud.
4 You often ask people to repeat themselves.
5 You have trouble understanding all the words in a
conversation.
6 You have difficulty understanding a conversation in a large
group or crowd.
7 You find yourself reading people’s lips in order to understand
the conversation.

Love
Don’t let hearing loss lead you to
social isolation, depression and anxiety.
Hearing loss impacts communication in all
relationships. It often causes withdrawal
from loved ones, resulting in resentment,
lack of communication, connection and intimacy.
Screenings help detect the start of hearing
loss and prevent further issues.

Visiting the team at Beltone Skoric is the first
step in reconnecting you back to life!

SCHEDULE A FREE HEARING HEALTH EXAM
GIFT CARD

TO ACTIVATE YOUR

*
$850
$850 GIFT CARD

*

WHY WAIT?
CALL TODAY!

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559

8 You find yourself saying “huh” or “what” a lot in conversations.
9 You find that communicating over the phone is difficult.
10 You complain that people mumble or talk too fast.
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate
about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit
their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at
one of their 35 locations: (810) 356-0559.

BAD AXE • CARO • FORT GRATIOT • LAPEER
HARBOR BEACH • MARINE CITY • SANDUSKY
BeltoneSkoricHearing.com
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Amaze 17 hearing system, based on two instruments. $425 off of a single instrument. Discount
taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.
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CONEY DOGS
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PRICE VALID THROUGH FEBRUARY 29, 2020. NO COUPON NECESSARY. NO LIMIT.

3 Locations to Serve You
Ted’s South

618 24th St. • Port Huron
810-982-4886

Ted’s North

3962 24th Ave. • Port Huron
810-987-2960

Ted’s Coney

67176 Gratiot • Richmond
586-727-6200

Hours: Sun. 7am-9pm • Mon.-Wed. 6am-9pm • Thurs.-Sat. 6am-10pm
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Ice Dams: Falling Temperatures
Raise Roof Problems

By Christopher Goerlich,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Have you noticed icicles forming along the edges
of your roof? For many, these are nothing
Melting Snow
more than free winter decorations that
Shingles
Trapped Water
add beauty to the exterior of your
home. For others, however, these Ice Dam
Attic
sparkling beauties of nature can cause
major problems for your house. Some
of these problems include roof leaks,
insulation and ceiling damage, shingle Icicles
breakdown and an accumulation
Graphic courtesy of
Gutter
of mold. All of these problems
Reasonable Roofing Inc.
are caused by what is called ice
damming.
What is Ice Damming?
When snow builds up on a roof, melts and refreezes at the roof’s edge, you get
a buildup of ice called ice damming. During the thaw cycle, the water from these
ice dams can leak into the house and can cause various degrees of damage. It may
appear as brown stains on the ceiling, loose roof shingles or sagging gutters. This
kind of damage is visible and can be repaired when you see it. More serious damage,
however, may go unnoticed for some time. The water seeping into your house can
work its way into insulation. When insulation gets wet, it compresses, resulting in
lower R-values. This means you end up paying more to heat your home. Therefore,
it’s important to prevent ice dams from forming.
Preventive Measures
♦ Get the snow off your roof after a major snow storm. The sooner you clear
off your roof, the better, as less ice will form and – if done by a professional
roofing contractor – less damage to the roof.
♦ Check for air leaks into the attic area. One of the most common spots for air
leaks is an attic stairway that has warped, allowing hot air to enter your attic.
(Remember, you want the attic to be as close to the outside temperature as
possible.)
♦ Check the insulation in your attic. One of the best ways to tell if your attic is
too warm is to notice if your home gets a lot of icicles (icicles form from melted
snow). In a real bad storm, newer homes that are built to updated building codes
will have fewer icicles than older homes with less insulation.
♦ Check for proper attic ventilation. Screens on gable vents will clog with
dust over the years and should be cleaned. A properly ventilated roof will have
proper intake and exhaust ventilation (50% intake and 50% exhaust).
♦ Check soffit vents. Be sure that they are not blocked by insulation.
If you require assistance or advice on any of the mentioned steps, call a professional
roofing contractor.
Consider Updating Your Roof
If your roof is older and you have ice dams but no signs of leaking, you may want
to consider updating the roofing to meet today’s building codes. Why?
If you are accustomed to ice damming and have no visual signs inside your
home of leaking, consider yourself fortunate. However, it may be wise to have a
roofing professional inspect your roof for damage. Much of the damage caused by
ice damming inside a home can be avoided by a brief inspection and minor repairs
outside of the home.
In recent years, most cities and townships in the area have required installation of
a rubber membrane at the roof’s eve.
This rubber membrane – commonly called ice and water shielding – is to be
installed 24 inches beyond the exterior heated wall. Ice and water shielding has an
adhesive back and adheres to wood decking. When shingles are nailed over the top of
this rubber membrane, the modified bitumen coating seals around the nail to prevent
any backed-up water from reaching the wood deck and the home’s interior. Ice and
water shielding does not stop the formation of ice dams; it simply stops the dammed
water from entering the home.
When to Call a Professional
If you suspect any problems with your roof, contact a roofing professional today.
Most shingle manufacturers, such as Owens Corning or CertainTeed Corporation,
provide a list of certified contractors in your area. Remember, the longer you wait,
the more damage may result.
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some good, you wouldn’t give it to me. Now I have little
desire to accept it.”
Following his stint at MSU, Copeman went on to work for numerous
companies over the next few years starting at Baldwin Locomotive Works
apprenticing as a machinist. It was around this time in 1901, when Lloyd
received his first patent, which was a medical device used to disinfect wounds.
From there he went on to work for Philadelphia Edison Electrical Company,
before leaving for Washington Power Company of Spokane – while working for
the Washington company, Copeman married his high school sweetheart, Hazel
Berger, in September of 1904. He continued to jump around from job to job in
multiple states, before settling again in his home state of Michigan. Once back,
he was employed by Detroit Edison Company and then Consumer's Power
Company. In 1909, Copeman received one of his most influential patents to
date, which was a thermostat he made for a power company he was working for
at the time that sent out a warning when a transformer was about to burn out.
Due to the automotive boom in Michigan during the early 1900s, Copeman
began focusing on improving the already existing items on vehicles. Soon
he came up with a greasing application known as the Copeman Lubricating
System, which greased the car
parts in a much cleaner and easier
fashion – some time later this was
purchased by Alemite Company
for $178,000 in 1920. Many of
Copeman’s ideas seemed to stem
from conversations with friends,
of whom many were trailblazers
in their respected fields – since
Lloyd befriended men such as
Henry Ford, the Dodge brothers,
Plant of The Copeman Stove Company in Flint
J.D. Dort and the Fishers, it is widely believed
the idea for his lubricating system came from
their conversations. Shortly after the turn of the
century, Copeman began producing a cooking
appliance that is still in use today. By 1912,
Lloyd created the Copeman Electric Stove
Company based in Flint’s first brick building,
which was marketed as a fireless cooker. As
a testament to how much faith people had in
the innovative genius, 22 stockholders, led by
J.D. Dort, invested a total of $500,000 into the
enterprise. Unfortunately, the invention was a
little ahead of its time because a majority of the
houses were not completely electrified and the
threat of a fire made many people apprehensive.
Under the same company name, Lloyd soon
began working on another kitchen appliance,
First Copeman Stove
but instead of coming up with the idea himself,
it is said that it was actually his wife who thought of it. After seeing a toaster in
a window of a store that required the bread to be turned over manually to toast
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both sides of the bread, she told her husband he
could certainly make one that turned the bread
automatically. He created a prototype and in
1914 a patent was issued in Hazel Copeman’s
name, which forced anyone making a similar
appliance to pay royalties to the couple. In the
handful of years he ran the stove company,
the sales just never became what he had
hoped. He was approached by the president of
Westinghouse during a marketing event at a
Philadelphia convention. Since electric stoves
were such a foreign item at a time when people
only used gas stoves, it would take a household
name like Westinghouse to sell people on the
idea – a short time later Westinghouse purchased the Copeman Electric Stove
Company and continued producing the stove and toaster.
With plenty of time on his hands now that he wasn’t running his stove company,
he established Copeman Laboratory in Flint with the help of E.W. Atwood,
where he continued to work on inventions.
While working at the lab, Lloyd made a great
deal of breakthroughs, many of which involved
the electric refrigerator. It was during this time
that Copeman came up with his most profitable
product while collecting maple syrup during
the winter. After noticing how the ice easily
fell off his rubber boots, it gave him the idea
to use the material for ice cube trays. It is said
that Copeman made approximately $500,000
from sales of the trays, while also earning
around $1 million in royalties throughout
his life. The application for rubber latex was
something that consumed a great deal of his
Lloyd demonstrating the inspiration
time, creating numerous items, such as women’s
behind the ice cube tray
stockings, cigarette filters, waterproof envelopes
and packages and
even rust-proofing
vehicles. His family
was often used as
his test group to see
how things could be
improved, and the
vehicle application
was no different
– he covered their
family car entirely
in brownish rubber
Ice cube directions
latex, but because the product wasn’t visually appealing, nothing materialized
from the idea.
While many of his patents proved to be profitable and useful, some of his
inventions suffered an adverse fate. Copeman was an avid outdoorsman, which
led him to create a hunting chair that attached to the back of the hunter. The idea
behind the chair was that a hunter could sit wherever he wanted just by bending
over, using the catchphrase, “Rig your rear with Copeman’s gear.” Another
interesting experiment
Lloyd carried out was
an attempt to inject
chickens with a fluid
to make them taste like
beef. He also invested
a great deal of money
in 1935, in an attempt
to drill for natural gas.
He purchased large
tracts of land around
Lapeer County along
Drilling for natural gas in Lapeer County
with other associates,
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spending $60,000 to make the wells a reality, believing the Lapeer area was
filled with natural gas. Unfortunately, they only found enough gas to flow
for a few seconds before turning into water, but half a century later it is now
proven that Copeman’s belief of the gas-rich area was true – the group of men
wasn’t able to find the natural gas because of their equipment restrictions at the
time, but recently it has been discovered all over the state. Lloyd continued to
work at Copeman Laboratory until 1936, when he began using the basement
of his Farmers Creek home for his lab to work on inventions due to financial
restrictions. Despite the fact that for some time during the first half of the
1900s, Lloyd was part of the elite group of millionaires, his financial situation
didn’t remain that way. Before long, he was forced to sell his massive house
near Flint and live off Social Security – his home included a 100,000-gallon,
in-ground pool built in 1929, making it one of the first pools built in the state.
To make matters worse for Copeman, his wife became ill, suffering from
seasonal asthma. Since air conditioning wasn’t available at the time, Lloyd set
his sights on finding a way to make her more comfortable, since the heat made
her condition worse. The first design consisted of pipes he ran in the walls
throughout the entire room that constantly had cold water pumped through
them from the basement, helping to cool the room. His next idea seemed
strange to people in the neighborhood, but it actually worked very well – he
installed four lawn sprinklers on his roof, and when the water flowed over the
shingles, it cooled the house and
removed the pollen on the roof
that caused his wife’s sickness.
These ideas helped further a
great deal of innovations used
for electric refrigerators.
Later in life, Copeman’s time
was consumed by more leisure
items, such as the Flexo-Line,
Flexo-Line
which was a portable clothesline for camping that is still being sold today.
In addition to the Flexo-Line, he also sold other items under the company
name Cope-Craft Products – these items could be ordered through the mail
and included things like coolers, bird feeders and birdhouses. Lloyd Groff
Copeman passed away on July 5, 1956, at 74 years old from complications
caused by cancer and diabetes. Just a short time before he died, he applied for
a patent on a moisture-free container. The patent was actually allocated seven
months after he passed. Lloyd’s grandson, Kent Copeman, remembers spending
time with his grandpa as a kid, who often said he could walk into any store and
find one of his inventions.
With patents still being awarded after his death, Copeman was able to amass
more than 650 patents and was named to DesignWanted’s top 10 most influential
product designers list. Despite these amazing achievements, Lloyd Copeman
has yet to be inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame, even though
he was able to
accomplish more
than others who
had already been
conscripted into
the exclusive
organization
–
his creativity as
an inventor is
often compared
to that of Thomas
Edison, but he
rarely receives
the recognition he
deserves.
All photos seen in article
were contributed by
lloydcopeman.com.

This feature article is sponsored by ABC Home & Commercial Services. ABC has been servicing the
Thumb of Michigan for over 40 years. They're a multiservice company that you can trust! For more
information call (810) 794-5678 or visit www.abcbees.com. See ad on pages 14 & 15 of this issue.
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CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5PM | Wed 9AM to 6PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call one of our local offices:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Caro office: (989) 673-5652
Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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ECKANKAR presents

Spiritual Keys to a Happier Life
Experience inner adventure and growth • Realize a deeper sense of spiritual
truth, joy and meaning • Learn the sacred word HU, to draw Soul closer to God.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a
place for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to
our website www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons
submitting the correct answer by the 12 th of the month, one person will be
randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift
at the end of the year! For the new year, we will draw one lucky winner on
December 13, 2020, out of all our monthly winners.
For our January contest, we asked
our readers to identify what the item
to the left is and for what it is used. Of all of
those submitting the correct answer, Karen Putze of
Fort Gratiot was randomly chosen and will be entered
into the year-end drawing. Karen identified the object
as an antique popcorn popper.
Here are some interesting facts about popcorn:
• Kernels of popcorn can pop up to three feet high.
• About 70% of popcorn sold in America is eaten in
the home.
• Terms for unpopped popcorn include "spinsters" and
"old maids".
• Americans eat around 17 billion quarts of
popcorn
every year. This amount would fill the
Empire State Building 18 times.
• Nebraska produces an estimated 250 million pounds
of popcorn per year – more than any other state. This is
equivalent to a quarter of all the popcorn the United States
produces every year.
• Popped popcorn comes in two shapes: “mushroom” and
“butterfly” (also known as “snowflake”). Because “butterfly”
shaped popcorn is bigger, movie theaters typically sell that
shape.
• In ancient times, people would make popcorn by heating
sand in a fire and then stirring kernels of popcorn in the hot
sand.
For our February contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the item pictured to the right is and for what
it is used. Go to our website www.thumbprintnews.com if you
know the answer.
GOOD LUCK!
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Sunday, May 3, 9am - 5pm
Keynote: Rodney Jones. Youth program available. FREE
Embassy Suites, 19525 Victor Pkwy, Livonia
All welcome! www.ECK-MI.org • (248) 546-9224

2020 Michigan Eckankar Regional Seminar • Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom

By Rita MacDonald, ThumbPrint News Columnist
My family and I recently moved my mother just a few miles down the road into a condo,
and just like every other move we've made over the years – we managed, despite all of
our checks, rechecks, and repeated rechecks, to lose something small, but of significant
sentimental value to all of us.
A small note book, filled with funny things we said as kids, and additional pages with
times her grandchildren made her laugh is now missing. We're trying our best to remember
those stories so we can record them again – which seems difficult, but while I am enjoying
my own grandchildren, so many memories have come flooding back that make me grin! It's
a slow process, but I think we might just pull it off!
This week I heard a mom say she longed for the day that she could reach into her purse
and find something in the bottom, other than a Matchbox car. Today, another mom said
she and her husband gave away a changing table because all of their babies are now out of
diapers. "Hallelujah!" she yelled with her arms outstretched. All I could think was you're
both soooo gonna miss these seasons. But I know they both already know that ;) And this
morning I put on my Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer socks that I've had for more than a
decade. This was the same pair my gynecologist laughed at me for wearing to a yearly
exam – in July! I was so busy single-momming that I was lucky just to have had a shower
and remembered to be sure my socks MATCHED! Forget about trying to be correctly and
seasonally socked!
Every one of life's seasons has its laughs, and we would do well to remember them. So
I'm on a journey to get them written down for the generations after me to enjoy. Today's
story includes a recipe, but don't get a pen out just yet. You likely already have this recipe,
but it goes by a different name.
To Rory and Ian, I hope you always laugh about this. I hope you tell it over and over and
that it becomes one of your family's favorite stories. You two have surely made me smile
an awful lot. I love you for stories like these...
Rory, Ian and myself went to our favorite local restaurant one day for lunch. When I
asked the kids what they wanted, Ian couldn't seem to make up his mind.
"Do you want a burger?" He answered no.
"How about pancakes?" Again Ian answered no.
None of my recommendations sounded good.
"How about a grilled cheese?" I asked, to which Ian answered, "No way! I do NOT want
a GIRL cheese! I want a BOY cheese!"
And from that day forward, my sons never ate another "girl" cheese. Oh no – instead, this
Mama made sure they frequently enjoyed a good old-fashioned BOY cheese!
Whether you're in the "Matchbox car in the bottom of your purse" season, the "giving
away baby stuff" season, or the "I'm so busy I'm just trying to make sure I have matching
socks on" season...there are so many treasures throughout our days. Write them down. Tell
them over and over. Cherish them like a string of pearls from your great grandmother! But
most of all, think about them often, because they are just what Paul tells us to think about
as we journey our way through the seasons of our lives!
Yes, even boy cheese sandwiches!
"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things." –Philippians 4:8
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By Dr. DiBenedetto, ThumbPrint News Columnist
The legalization of marijuana for human medicinal
treatment has increased exposure and toxicity in our pets.
In fact, according to the Pet Poison Helpline, there has been a 448% increase in
veterinary visits and calls to animal poison hotlines from marijuana exposure and
toxicity. Marijuana is a psychoactive drug derived from the Cannabis plant that has
been around for hundreds of years. The term marijuana most commonly refers to the
tobacco product made from Cannabis leaves from the two most common species of
the Cannabis plant – Cannabis sativa and Cannabis indica. Tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) and cannabidiol (CBD) are the two most recognized, utilized and studied
cannabinoids, although there are over 80 different cannabinoids in marijuana plants.
The primary difference between the two is that THC causes psychotropic effects
and has a moderate level of toxicity while CBD is non-psychotropic and is felt by
many investigators to be non-toxic or have limited toxicity. Cannabidiol is thought
to have many properties: anxiolytic, antipsychotic, antiemetic, anti-seizure and antiinflammatory. Medically, THC is used in attempt to alleviate muscle spasms caused
by multiple sclerosis, nausea from chemotherapy, weight loss in Crohn’s disease and
to help control seizures in seizure disorders.
Most pet exposures are accidental. Cats and dogs can become intoxicated in
various ways; by inhaling second-hand smoke, eating edibles (baked goods, candies,
chocolate bars and chips containing cannabis), or ingesting cannabis directly (in
any form). Dogs have more cannabinoid receptors in their brains, which means the
effects of cannabis are more dramatic and potentially more toxic when compared
to humans and cats. If any type of toxic ingestion is suspected, you should seek
veterinary medical attention and/or contact poison control as soon as possible.
Common symptoms of marijuana toxicity include sedation/lethargy, dilated pupils
or glassed-over eyes, dazed expression, difficulty walking and vomiting. Other
symptoms can include either a low or high heart rate, vocalization such as whining
or crying, agitation, trouble regulating temperature causing the body temperature
to drop or rise and incontinence/dribbling urine, tremors, seizures and potentially
coma. Signs of toxicity can be seen anywhere from five minutes to 12 hours after the
animal is exposed to marijuana. The signs can potentially last 30 minutes to several
days depending on the dose ingested and the amount of body fat in the patient. This
is due to THC being lipid soluble and stored in body fat.
There is no true antidote for marijuana toxicity, but with supportive care, prognosis
for a full recovery is very good. Your veterinarian can provide supportive care, like
fluid therapy, to help maintain hydration. They can help regulate body temperature,
administer anti-vomiting medications, if needed, and monitor your pets’ heart rate.
In some cases, if ingestion has been within two hours, vomiting can be induced to
empty the stomach and stop absorption. This can only be done if the pet’s mentation
is not severely altered due to the risk of aspiration of the vomitus into the lungs.
Then activated charcoal is given to help reduce absorption of the toxin and speed up
evacuation through the gastrointestinal tract. Most dogs exposed to marijuana fully
recover within about 24 hours after ingestion.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at
2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other petrelated questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP

Listen to the wind, it talks.
Listen to the silence, it speaks.
Listen to your heart, it knows.
Native American Proverb
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Melanie Duquesnel

VALENTINE'S DAY TIPS

Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting
www.bbb.org.

Customers Love a Good Bargain!!

SPECIALS

$

2006
CHEVROLET

11,998*

SERVICE

The Works

3995

4795 $

SILVERADO 3500

30,950*

2015 GMC

$

SIERRA SLE-2

CREW-CAB 4X4 6.0 V8 LEATHER 75,000 MILES

$

23,970*

F-250 XLT

CREW-CAB 4X4 6.7 DIESEL PULL & HAUL

FULL DETAILING ACCESSORIES

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 2/29/2020

DUALLY 4X4 HAUL THE HORSES

2011 FORD

Tire Rotation
Oil Change
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off
Filter Check
Most Cars up to 5 qts.
Battery Test

$

REMOTE
STARTER
MOST FORD CARS
$

STARTING AT

199

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 2/29/2020

Get Your Vehicle
Detailed

13995
$16995

$

CARS

SUVS & VANS

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 2/29/2020

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

BAD CREDIT?
NO CREDIT?
NO PROBLEM.
GOOD CREDIT?
RATES AS LOW
AS 3.49%.

TIRES

With Valentine’s Day right around the corner, many are planning special
deliveries for their special persons. While love is in the air, scammers are also
lurking. It’s important to do your due diligence to ensure you are working with a
credible business
Valentine’s Day is a popular time for scammers because they know consumers
will pay good money to celebrate their significant others. While the flowers you
order may not cost much, falling prey to scammers can cost you a pretty penny.
Whether consumers are planning on buying flowers, a piece of jewelry, or
simply looking to meet someone special, Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern
Michigan and the Upper Peninsula offers the following tips to have a sweet
Valentine’s Day:
FLORISTS – Valentine’s Day is a busy holiday for florists. When you place
your flower order, whether in-store or through an online shop, be sure you allow
enough time for shipping and verify with the florist that the date and time is
guaranteed. Obtain a receipt for the order and ask about the business’s refund
policy if the delivery is late, never arrives or is in bad condition. Confirm that
the florist you contact is the florist fulfilling the order too. At this time of year,
it’s not uncommon for a third party to be involved. Be sure you know the florist’s
actual street address and phone number in case you need to adjust your order.
Before ordering an arrangement, check out trustworthy florists at bbb.org.
JEWELERS – Research the jewelry shop or jeweler and the type of jewelry piece
before making a purchase. Knowing more about the industry will help ensure
that your venture will be successful. Check the jewelry store’s reputation with
friends and family who are familiar with the store. Finally, be sure to always
ask for the store’s refund and return policy before you buy. BBB recommends
consumers check out BBB Accredited jewelry stores to find a trustworthy store
before they shop.
GIFT CARDS – If the card is scratched or damaged, it is virtually useless.
Purchase cards that have no value until the store clerk loads on your amount. If a
gift card is displayed on a public rack where anyone can reach it – be aware that
scammers can sometimes gain access to such a card before you buy it, and once
purchased, the scammer may be able to use the card’s value before you are able
redeem it. Check to be sure that the protective stickers have not been removed
and that the unique PIN number located on the back of the card is not exposed.
Report any damaged cards to the store selling the cards.
EMAILS & ECARDS – Only open emails, attachments and links from people
you know. Enhance email filters to block any such threats. Watch out for
unsolicited emails with subject lines such as, “Someone just sent you an e-card”
or “Send your loved one a Valentine's Day card today.” If you ordered flowers
and receive an email indicating a problem, contact the florist directly to ensure
the email is legitimate – chances are it is not.
ONLINE DATING – Be wary of scammers devoted to “catfishing” unsuspecting
singles. These con artists often break hearts through dating apps and websites.
Learn more about these type of scams at bbb.org/romancescam.
Don’t let thieves steal you and your beloved’s Valentine’s Day happiness. Be
cautious and when in doubt visit bbb.org or contact (866) 788-5706.
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WINTER IS HERE.
NOW IS THE TIME TO
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests

from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
Did you know that it only takes one bed bug to start a heavy
infestation? I know, I know, just hearing the words bed and bug together
makes your skin crawl, right? Bed bug infestations are on the rise, and I
want you to be prepared!
Most people assume that bed bugs are a sign of filth, but this is not true at all.
You can clean everyday to have a spotless home and still end up with bed bugs.
They can be picked up from numerous places and are known for their hitchhiking
skills. If you encounter one in a movie theater, restaurant, hotel, hospital, public
transportation, clothes dressing rooms, or just about anywhere, chances are it will
hitch a ride home with you. And that one can turn into another one and another
one until suddenly your home and furniture are filled with these pesky creatures.
So, what should you be looking for? Bed bugs are dark brown to red in color
(usually after they have had a blood meal) with wide, flat bodies. They will undergo
gradual metamorphosis – meaning they molt and change several times between
being born and growing into an adult. Fully grown bed bugs can be 1/4 inch long,
but the egg and nymph stages are smaller and harder to spot. Bed bugs will generally
survive by getting blood meals from hosts, and they prefer humans, but will feed
off other vertebrates if needed, such as cats, dogs and even mice. Unfortunately, it’s
important to note that bed bugs can live up to one year without a blood meal. It is
possible for bed bugs to harbor human diseases, but there is no proof that they can
transmit these diseases.
Most people aren't even aware they even have a problem until it's too late. Bed
bugs are nocturnal and their bites are almost completely painless, as to not alert the
host to their presence. They have completely adapted to living with humans. Their
flat bodies allow them to hide in the smallest of places, like bed frames, dressers,
wallboards, door frames, behind outlet covers, etc. As long as the bed bug has a host
to feed off every night, they have no reason to leave your bedroom or sleeping area.
They hide out around the bed during the day and then come out to feed at night.
As I stated before, bed bugs are not a sign of a dirty house or bad housekeeping
habits. However, once you have an infestation, cleaning daily is extremely
important. You must eliminate harborage and egg-laying areas. Bed bugs lay eggs
multiple times each day. Under ideal conditions (temperature, humidity, etc.), eggs
will hatch in about two weeks. Regularly vacuuming and keeping your home free
of clutter will be the key during the treatment process. If you can vacuum up and
dispose of the eggs before they hatch, you can greatly reduce the number of adult
bugs inside your home.
If you suspect you have a bed bug infestation, the first thing you should do is
call a professional and have your home inspected to make sure that the bug you're
seeing really is a bed bug. Another bug, called a bat bug, looks almost identical to
the bed bug. Bat bugs are found on and feed on bats. If an attic is infested with bats
and bat bugs, there is a chance these bugs can make their way into the living space
and feed on humans or pets. They can easily be mistaken for bed bugs.
After it is confirmed that you do have bed bugs, the treatment process should
begin as soon as possible. Bed bugs are very hard to eliminate and it make take
several treatments. Due to the nature of the bugs and the different life stages they
go through, treatment will be a lengthy, tedious process. ABC Home & Commercial
Services has been treating bed bugs for over 15 years. Our experienced technicians
know where to look for and how to spot these frustrating bugs. They know what
treatment options work best and will work with you every step of the way to
guarantee the best possible outcome. Call ABC Home & Commercial Services now
at (810) 794-5678 to schedule an inspection and get your treatment plan started
today!
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BIERNOT’S
We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

MAILED TO YOUR HOME!

CARPET ONE

FLOOR
&HOME

• CARPET & LINOLEUM • HARDWOOD & LUXURY
VINYL PLANK
• SAND & REFINISH
EXISTING WOOD
• DISCOUNT PRICES WITH
• WINDOW TREATMENTS QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

810-982-3794

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
rist & G if t s

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase
Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens
Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50
OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE
___ ISSUES FOR $___

Fill it out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

12 MONTHS FOR $30

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION
Cash Check
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MONTH
YEAR

10% OFF

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

WITH
THIS AD
FREE
ESTIMATES

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

6242 King Rd., Marine City, MI 48039
Phone 810-765-3100 • info@spautorefinishing.com

CO BW E BS I N T H E CO R N E R S
MEAN SPIDERS INSIDE!
OUR INSIDE GENERAL TREATMENT
WILL MINIMIZE ALL TYPES OF SPIDERS

WIN
SPEC TER
GOINGIALS
NOW!ON

PLUS 32 OTHER WARMTH - SEEKING PESTS
SKULKING AROUND IN YOUR NOOKS AND CRANNIES .

ABCBEES@COMCAST.NET
WWW.ABCBEES.COM
LICENSED & INSURED
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!

READY, SET, RACE
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Join the fun–bring the whole family!

HOSPICE

at CLASSIC PET SUPPLY - Chesterfield
34790 23 Mile Rd • 586-648-6897

Are you caring and compassionate?
Do you enjoy helping others?
Become a hospice volunteer today!

(586) 330-1932

Call (810) 488-8389
Commercial & Residential

CARTER
MECHANICAL
HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

1•844•CARTERS
Psychic and Medium
Services Available

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

Parties are available, but must
be booked in advance
by appointment

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

Water Treatment for
Simply Awesome Water
FREE IN-HOME TESTING!

• Service & Install
• Financing
• Licensed & Insured

OPEN
24/7

586-872-9036
586-420-0227

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors
We provide high-quality, cost
effective health care to any patient
and family member with short-term,
long-term, or end-of-life care.

• Home Health Care
• Private Duty Services
• Hospice Care

Ed Bickley
(586) 725-7107

www.VNABWH.com � (810) 984-4131

Fax (586) 725-7112

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

‘

★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

FULL BAR
★

Beer,-Wine
Liquor &
Moonshine

Proudly
Servin’

Beer

Check out Facebook for the
Drink of the Week Contest!

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

®

ppy
Ha

e
V a le n ti n
Day

’s

Page 18		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!

February 2020

ADVERTISING MADE EASY

15 & UP. CALL (810) 794-2300 TODAY!

CLASSIFIED ADS $
For Sale
GRANDPARENT’S BUICK

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
COND sleeps six, low winter rates starting
at $750 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless
internet, outdoor enclosed heated pool.
Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com.

2006 LaCrosse. Impeccable car from
FLORIDA!!! $3,995. WE SPECIALIZE IN
FLORIDA CARS!!! Call (810) 432-8080.

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

2006 FORD 500, FLORIDA CAR!!!

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks
and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

THUMBPRINT NEWS IS NOW HIRING!
We are looking to fill an Advertising Sales
Position. To learn more and apply visit
ThumbPrintNews.com.
Loaded, leather, sharp burgundy, new tires,
drives perfect!!! February price is $3,495.
DON’T BUY CANADIAN RUST...COME SEE
US!!! Call (810) 432-8080.

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

2002 EXPLORER 4X4!!!

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

General
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the

Driven from Florida, this is a tight driving
SUV with 3rd row seating. $3,395.
WE FINANCE AND LOOK AT TRADES!!!
Call (810) 432-8080.

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair &
Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

CAR REPAIRS??? RUST REPAIR???
BODY??? See us, a fully accredited repair

ARE YOU INTEREST IN RECYCLING
YOUR OLD CHINA & SERVING WARE?

facility. We do it all at the area’s LOWEST
PRICES. We WILL help you get it done...at
an AFFORDABLE PRICE!
Located in the FETTERLY TIRE BUILDING.
Call (810) 432-8080.

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

Foxfire Fixin’s is looking for donations of
old china plates and platters (all sizes),
bowls (all sizes), teacups and saucers,
teapots, coffee cups, vintage glass drinking
glasses and stainless steel silverware for
use in their eclectic, destination restaurant.
Bring your donation into the restaurant or
for more info call (810) 765-9255 or visit
FoxfireFixins.com.

Wanted to Buy
BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp.
All 7 days.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

WITH

ThumbPrint
News

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

Benefits of Advertising With Us:
We have great rates for monthly
advertising, set with the small to
medium business owner in mind.
• Issued in Six Counties
• Nearly 1,000 Drop Locations
• Appealing, Positive Content
• Free Graphic Design*
• Extended Shelf Life
• No Additional Charge for Color
• Current and Past Issues Free Online

ur
Check Out Orea!
Coverage A
Sanilac

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

St. Clair
Macomb
Including
Harsens Island

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay
cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

*some restrictions apply

To find out more, call
(810) 794-2300 or visit
ThumbPrintNews.com!
MADGE & WALDO

with Mrs. Wedbetter

Recently retired couple (early
60's). Mrs. Wedbetter, single lady
about 15 years older than Madge
and Waldo. She is constantly
competing with Waldo and almost
always gets the best of him.
By Larry Rann,
Cartoonist from
St. Clair, Michigan

I love you not because of who you are, but because of who I am when I am with you. – Roy Croft
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(810) 794-5678 if you see bed bugs!
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In 1857, 26-year-old Burt got a job with a Pine River living grandchild. Instead of inheriting
lumber encampment located near St. Louis, Michigan. His millions of dollars, the children were
boss quickly took a liking to Wellington because of his ability to run a crew, granted between $1,000 and $5,000 each
resulting in his pay doubling from $13 a month to $26, after being promoted to year, making one exception for what was
foreman. By the following year, he had saved enough money to go into business said to be his favorite son, who received
for himself, purchasing 320 $30,000 a year. Following a disagreement
acres in Gratiot County – regarding one of his daughter’s divorces,
in 1864, Burt constructed Wellington took away her inheritance of
a sawmill on the Saginaw $5,000 a year. For a comparison, Burt also
River in a community included many of his personal employees
he named Melbourne to in his will as well. His secretary received
honor his favorite city in $4,000 a year, while his chauffeur,
Australia. Just five years housekeeper, cook and coachman were all
later, Wellington’s sawmill given $1,000 annually.
was one of the biggest in
Wellington spent the last few years of
the world. His town was his life living in his home alone, with
booming with a blacksmith only his loyal employees there to visit
and carpenter shop, a gas him. With his wealth safely in the bank
house to provide light to the and protected by his will, Burt passed
entire community, which away in 1919, at the age of 87 years old
Wellington R. Burt (sitting portrait)
Wellington R. Burt (far right) with dignitaries attend the construction site
included 45 homes, two in Saginaw – his wealth was estimated at anywhere from $40 million up to
of Saginaw's City Auditorium on South Washington and Janes in 1908
boarding houses, a school, a $90 million at the time of his death. Despite mixed feelings about Wellington’s
library and a store. With a passion for politics, Burt ran for mayor of East life among the locals, who either admired and respected him or despised him,
Saginaw in 1867, which he won despite only living in the area for a decade – Burt was inducted into the Saginaw Hall of Fame in 1967 – the distribution of
he later served a short time in the Michigan Senate. Sadly, an unknown source his wealth was still nowhere in sight. In 1989, his final surviving grandchild,
sparked a fire in the town, completely destroying the community in 1876.
Marion Stone Burt Lansill, passed away, which began the 21-year countdown
Luckily for Burt, he hadn’t put all his eggs in one basket. Instead, he took before his descendants would be given their percentage of the inheritance.
his earnings and invested in other profitable businesses, including railways.
When the money was finally set to be awarded in 2011, his wealth was now
He was responsible for completing a section of railroad that he later sold to estimated between $100 million and $110 million – the family members that
the Grand Trunk Railroad – he was also the exclusive
missed out on inheriting a large sum of money included his
proprietor of the Ann Arbor Railroad at one point. It
six children, seven grandchildren, six great-grandchildren
wasn’t long before Wellington owned the rights to the
and 11 great-great grandchildren. There were now 12 kin
timber all over the Midwest and beyond, including the
waiting to become beneficiaries, with the oldest being 94
Upper Peninsula, Minnesota, Alabama, Louisiana and
years old and the youngest being just 19 years old, only
Mississippi. Of all the land holdings he possessed,
one of which lived in Michigan. In Wellington’s will, he
none paid off more handsomely than the property he
also had a specific percentage of his wealth set for each
purchased in northern Minnesota, which happen to
person, with some receiving around 2.6 percent, while
be situated on top of an iron deposit. He eventually
other were gifted up to nearly 15 percent or around $15
sold the rights to the United States Steel Corporation,
million.
officially giving him the distinction of being a
Despite many family members’ efforts to get the money
millionaire. Now with a ridiculous amount of money,
released early, claiming he wasn’t of sound mind when
Burt began stretching his ties beyond the United
he created his will, the majority of his money survived
Burt Opera House in Burt, Michigan, in 1910
States, purchasing railroads in China and Russia, as
the 92-year wait as he intended. Today, Wellington’s name
well as purchasing over $300,000 worth of bonds in Argentina, Bolivia, China, can be found in various places around the state, including a street in Saginaw,
Russia, Brazil and Nicaragua.
a township in Alger County, as well as an Opera House in Taymouth Township
Burt constructed a large, three-story, brick home, which sat on Genesee – a side-wheeler steamship that carried goods and people across the Great
near Cherry Street in Saginaw, where he reportedly welcomed guests to enjoy Lakes also bore his name for some time as well. However, it seems evident
15-course meals. The knowledge of his wealth was known throughout the world, that his most well-known legacy will undoubtedly be the bizarre circumstances
so much so that he was asked to bail out Canada’s Bank of Montreal, which he surrounding the will he left behind after his death.
did by loaning them $6 million – it was around this time that Wellington was
considered one of the eight richest people in the country and the only other man
that could write a bigger check in Michigan was Henry Ford. With Wellington
now calling Saginaw home for some time, he gave back to the community
generously, funding the construction of buildings, such as a women’s hospital,
a Salvation Army, an auditorium, as well as a Young Women’s Christian
Association. His generosity to the city continued into the 20th century up until
around 1915, when officials in the city raised his taxes. After assessing his
property that previously appraised for $400,000, his home was now said to be
worth $1 million. This infuriated Wellington, and in retaliation for the tax hike,
he revised his will to remove many city municipalities he previously put money
aside for after his death.
While the circumstances surrounding his family during the last few years
of his life are largely unknown, it became apparent that something happened
between him and his relatives that Wellington wouldn’t forget about. This led
him to rewrite his will, this time including a very strange stipulation – no one
Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
would be able to touch his fortune until 21 years after the death of his last

LAST WISH

Continued from Page 1

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes, ThumbPrint News Columnist
The month of love is here; it is one of my better (I won’t say favorite) winter months
because it is short, and I realize that next month is already March…which means it’s
getting closer to spring.
Taking a few vacation days during the week last month and heading up to the cabin, I
realized that during the work week around this time of the year, everything has a totally
different feel to it, even the two-hour ride felt different. Maybe it’s because we all get into
such a weekly routine that doing something we normally do on the weekends feels odd
if we do it during the week. I find myself thinking “so this is what the people who live up
here do during the week.”
I’ve been very lucky so far without noticing any damage from the winter winds or having
any critter visits, which is always a good thing. We do shut the water off completely in the
late fall until early spring, so we become pioneers in a way and I consider this my way
of “roughing it” as we juggle gallons of water and extra RV antifreeze to pour down the
drains to prevent freezing or cracked pipes.
In the spring, there is always that slight anxiousness in preparations just before we turn
on the water and the hot water tank for the
spring opening. There is always the concern
of a cracked or broken pipe inside that needs
to be replaced or fixed, but that is all part of
owning a seasonal home in Michigan.
This May marks eight years I have owned
my little place! I look back at the photos
when I first bought it and compare the place
from then and now. I can still remember how
the cottage felt when I walked in and that
up north cottagey smell it had. I remember
Cottage in 2012
my daughter and I noticed the thousands
of ladybug carcasses on the windowsill and
gave each other the look that we need to
get cleaning. The place hadn’t really been
used in a couple of years, so there was some
cleaning and freshening up to do.
I knew right then that I wanted to make an
offer on it. Before the deal was signed I knew
what I was going to change and had ideas
rolling around in my head to make the place
our own.
Cottage in summer of 2019
The short walk to the beach that dead
ends on my gravel road was a major selling
point as well. I was pretty new to owning a
seasonal home and was a little overwhelmed
when the previous owner was explaining the
water turn on and shut off and the little quirks
of the place. Once the sale was completed,
I received a card, along with some of the
paperwork from the sale, with a note from
the previous owner saying that he and his
family hoped my family enjoys this little place
Cottage in November 2019
as much as they did and he wished for great
family memories for us. Since that time, the
place has had some cosmetic upgrades and
necessary improvements. Even in this day of
digital everything, I still print out my cottage
photos and place them in a photo album for
my future generations to see the fun we have
all had. A picture really is worth a thousand
words.
Close up of Cottage Guy garden statue

Happy Valentine’s Day,
ThumbPrint News readers!

START TO FINISH

TOTAL BATH
REMODELING

Less Mess &
Less Demolition
NEW BATH AREA
in as little
as 1-2 days

FULL LINE
of Safety &
Accessibility
Products

50 % OFF

WINTER SAVINGS SPECIAL!

After Remodel

SHOWER
OR TUB

REPLACEMENT
See store for details. Expires 2/29/2020

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“The capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is a skill,
the willingness to learn is a choice.” ~ Brian Herbert

borborygmus

bor·bo·ryg·mus [bawr-buh-rig-muh s]

A noun meaning a rumbling or gurgling sound caused by the movement of gas in the
intestines. Ex: It is knotted and lumpy to the touch and borborygmus is heard within it.
First known use: 1710–20; < New Latin < Greek borborygmós intestinal rumbling.
plural bor·bo·ryg·mi [bawr-buh-rig-mahy]

dubitative

du·bi·ta·tive [doo-bi-tey-tiv, dyoo-]

An adjective meaning 1) doubting; doubtful 2) expressing doubt. Ex: His look appeared
to be dubitative as to how far he dared to be frank. First known use: 1605–15; < Late
Latin dubitātīvus, equivalent to dubitāt(us)

griseous

gris·eous [gris-ee-uh s, griz-]

An adjective meaning gray; mottled, pearl-gray. Ex: The shells of oysters can be described
as griseous. First known use: 1810–20; < Medieval Latin grīseus, based on Germanic *grīs
or *grīsi gray, perhaps with suffix of Latin rūbeus; compare Old Saxon grîs gray
Old French, French gris gray; see -eous
YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions, please email

the word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first
and last name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located
on page 2 of the paper.

Without all the requested information, we will be unable to use your submission.
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

HOME STYLES & TRENDS FOR MILLENIALS

This year, it’s expected that 45% of homeowners will be Millennials (those
born between 1981 and 1996), and we’ve started to see a pattern of the style and
trends in the homes that Millennials are buying.
These patterns can be helpful for those considering selling their homes, as
well as new homebuyers in understanding the direction of design for the future
housing market. If you’re considering selling your home or buying a new one,
here are some things to keep in mind about the up-and-coming majority of
homeowners.
Regardless of the style of the house, newer or older, for interior design, the
minimalistic approach and bringing the outdoors in has been popular for this
generation. Glass door panels in kitchens, dark toned paint on cabinets, and
recessed lighting are just a few of the recent Millennial “wants”. Within the
bathrooms, environmentally friendly and efficiency is a priority. Some of the
features you’d commonly see are lots of glass and stone, power-assisted, lowrise toilets, dual-rain shower-heads and hand-held sprayers for cleaning the
showers, etc.
Within the entire house, Millennials look for open concept living, media rooms
and work-out rooms. Many aspects of the Millennial’s home will revolve around
entertaining space, as well as health-conscious living space. Lots of indoor
plants, indoor/outdoor living space and “smart home” features are top-of-mind
when it comes to purchasing a new house in today’s market.

February 2020

MARKET MATTERS

With low mortgage rates, low unemployment and continued wage growth, home
buyer activity is expected to be healthy in 2020.
New construction was on the rise in 2019, and is expected to continue into 2020, but
many experts note that the country is still not building enough new units to satisfy
demand.
December 2019 full year-over-year results showed a 0.8% increase in residential
(single family) listings in Metro Detroit, a 1.5% increase in Macomb County and a
0.6% increase in Oakland County. St. Clair County had a 4.1% decrease in listings.
Average sales price for single family homes was up year-over-year 5.6% in Macomb
and St. Clair Counties, and 2.4% in Oakland County, with average and median
(midpoint) single-family home December 2019 year-to-date prices of:

Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland, Macomb Counties
and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of realtors. They are affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and
Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or (810) 278-6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

AVERAGE*

Metro Detroit		

$

Macomb County		
Oakland County		
St. Clair County		

$

237,422		

(Livingston, Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties)

(Sample Cities/Townships)

Algonac			
Chesterfield Twp.
Cottrellville Twp.
East China Twp.		
Macomb Twp.		
Rochester Hills		
Royal Oak		
Shelby Twp.		
St. Clair			
St. Clair Twp.		
Troy			
Warren			

209,189		
318,432		
$
188,864		

MEDIAN*
$

199,900

184,900
266,250
$
165,000
$

$

$

$

148,345		
269,562		
$
264,755		
$
276,935		
$
320,879		
$
369,741		
$
290,944		
$
335,041		
$
193,418		
$
265,264		
$
348,419		
$
129,462		

$

$

$

128,900
246,900
$
243,500
$
268,000
$
320,000
$
346,000
$
251,000
$
320,000
$
169,950
$
270,000
$
324,000
$
141,450

*Current as of January 2, 2020

THUMBPRINT NEWs
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its beginning nine years ago. In
just that short �me, our faithful readers have taken our paper with them to all ﬁ�y United
States and to all seven con�nents, photographing themselves in front of points of interest in
those places. It has been and con�nues to be an armchair tour of the world!

Dad’s
Houseboat

Aunt Micki’s
Houseboat

View of bridge
f C-Dock
View o
from boat
dge
i
r
b
m
o
r
f

Sunset from C-Dock

This month, ThumbPrint News made its second trip to Kentucky when
staff member, Laura Irwin, headed down to Lees Ford Marina and
Resort, just outside of Nancy, Kentucky, on the Cumberland River
system. Here is what she had to say about her trip:

“We are lucky to have family members who own houseboats
down there and even luckier they like us enough to let us
come and stay with them every so often. Some of us prefer
to float the day away, while others are more into
fishing (for dinner). Throw in a boat ride or two
searching out secluded coves and waterfalls and
spending time with family and you have the makings of
the perfect long weekend!”

send a photo of a favorite animal posing with
A few months ago, we also started a new challenge:
ThumbPrint News. It can be a pet or, if you can make it happen, a wild animal. Let’s see what kind of
a menagerie we can come up with. We have featured dogs and a bearded dragon so far, and have fish, cats
and more dogs ready to be featured. What other kinds of animals will we receive?
See the fine print below for details on how and where to send your photo(s).

If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, please consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and photographing it with yourself
in front of a point of interest for that location. Please submit a good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a
paragraph about your trip. When your photo or photos appear in the paper, we will be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please include
your name and address with your submission. If you need to submit via USPS, please mail to the address on page 2 of this paper. Enclose
a SASE if you want your photo returned. Thank you.
Designed by Freepik
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

BUY TICKETS!

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!

www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108

February 7

April 4

May 16

Bald Spots & Dreadlocks
Comedy Tour

RockStar’s MTV ’80s
Spring Break

Elvis Tribute Artist
Jake Slater

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450

Page 23

February 9

April 25

June 12

Country Vocalist
Lorrie Morgan

Into the Mystic: The Van
Morrison Experience

Who's Bad – The Ultimate
Michael Jackson Experience

y
r
a
u
r
Feb
2

On this day
in 1892, the
bottle cap is patented
by William Painter.

3

4

5

On this day
in 1953,
the film Peter Pan by
Walt Disney opens at
the Roxy Theater in
New York City.

6

On this day
in 1994,
Jack Kirby, American
comic book artist
and co-creator of
Captain
America,
dies at
age 76.

7

On this day
in 1587,
Mary, Queen of Scots,
is beheaded at
Fotheringhay Castle
at age 44, after being
convicted of plotting
to assassinate
Elizabeth I.

9

10

On this day
in 1933,
the first singing
telegram is delivered
by Postal Telegram
Company out of
New York City.

11

12

On this day
in 1855,
Michigan State
University is founded.

13

14

On this day
in 1931, the
original Dracula film,
starring Bela Lugosi,
is released.

15

On this day
in 399 B.C.,
philosopher Socrates
is sentenced to death
by the city of Athens
for corrupting the
minds of the youth
of the city and for
impiety.

16

On this day
in 600,
Pope Gregory the
Great decrees saying
“God bless you” is
the correct response
to a sneeze.

17

On this day
in 1876,
sardines are first
canned by Julius Wolff
in Eastport, Maine.

18

19

20

On this day
in 1950, the
first International
Pancake Race is held
in Liberal, Kansas, a
race that had
originated in Olney,
England, in 1445.

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

What Happened On This Day In History? 1

On this day
in 1455,
Johannes Gutenberg
prints his first Bible
(estimated date).

On this day
in 1998,
Elton John is knighted
by Queen Elizabeth II
at Buckingham
Palace in London.

On this day
in 2004,
Mark Zuckerberg
launches Facebook
from his Harvard
dorm room.

On this day
in 1895,
Georgetown
becomes a part of
Washington, D.C.

On this day
in 1930,
U.S. astronomer
Clyde Tombaugh
discovers Pluto.

On this day
in 1932,
Austrian immigrant
Adolf Hitler gets his
German citizenship.

On this day
in 1913,
the first prize is
inserted into a
Cracker Jack box.

On this day
in 1917, the
first jazz records are
recorded by Original
Dixieland Jass Band,
Dixie Jazz Band One
Step and Livery
Stable Blues.

On this day
in 1895, the
moving picture
projector is
patented.

On this day
in 2003,
Fred Rogers,
creator and host of
Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood, dies
at the age of 74.

On this day
in 1817,
Baltimore becomes
the first American
city lit by gas
street lamps.

On this day
in 1931,
Alka-Seltzer is
introduced.

On this day
in 1983, the
final TV episode of
M*A*S*H airs on CBS;
a record 125 million
watch in the U.S.

8

On this day
in 1909, the
Great White Fleet,
the first U.S. fleet to
circle the globe,
returns to Virginia.

On this day
in 1692,
the first people
are accused of
witchcraft in Salam,
Massachusetts.

FREEPIK.COM

On this day
in 1870,
the U.S. Army
establishes the U.S.
National
Weather
Service.

On this day
in 1894,
American artist and
illustrator, Norman
Rockwell, is born in
New York City.

On this day
in 1840,
Baltimore College of
Dental Surgery, the
first in the U.S., is
incorporated.
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calendar of activities and events
If you have an event in March that you would like listed in the March issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by February 12, 2020. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted
earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

Burton – February 2
Groundhog Day Fun, For-Mar

Nature Preserve and Arboretum, 2142
N Genesee Rd., noon – 4:00 p.m.
We’re celebrating Groundhog Day!
Stop in to find out if Punxsutawney
For-Mar saw his shadow. We’ll have
crafts, activities and groundhog
tunnel forts. For families, all ages and
abilities. Cost: FREE! Pre-registration
not required. For more information
call (800) 648-PARK.

LAPEER

Lapeer – February 4
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., Lower
Hall, 4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., $7 per
person, $6 seniors, $4 for ages 4
– 7 (under 7 free). Public welcome.
All proceeds go towards Lapeer
Community Schools’ scholarship fund.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – February 6
Critical Home Repair Orientation
Meeting, Mayfield Township Hall,

Lapeer – February 11
Homemade Meatball Sub on a
Homemade Roll, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 5:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Cost $6. Public
welcome. For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

MACOMB

Memphis – February 2
Breakfast, American Legion 566/

Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman
Rd., 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Freewill
donation. Breakfast includes pancakes,
French toast, waffles, sausage,
biscuits and gravy, corned beef hash,
fruit, juice, coffee, etc. Proceeds to
update the Legion Hall. For more
information call Mary at
(586) 291-7029.

Richmond – February 4
Women's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
For more information call Kathleen
at (586) 872-3867.

Memphis – February 7
Fish Fry, American Legion 566/

1900 N. Saginaw St., 4:30 p.m. –
7:00 p.m. Homeowners are invited to
reserve a seat and attend to find out
how to qualify and apply for a grant
to repair or replace roofs, windows,
doors, furnaces, wells and more. Held
by Habitat for Humanity. Applications
will be available at the meeting. For
more information and to reserve a
spot contact Habitat for Humanity of
Lapeer-Tuscola at (810) 664-7111.

Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Serving 9
oz. of cod, with steak fries, baked
potatoes, homemade mac and cheese,
vegetables, salads and homemade
desserts. $10 adults, $5 for children
4 – 12. Canned pop $1, beer and wine
$2 donation. Proceeds to update the
Legion Hall. For more information call
Mary at (586) 291-7029.

Lapeer – February 8
Peace, Love and Hippies,

Memphis – February 21
Soup Supper and Grilled
Cheese, American Legion 566/

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St., 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$5 entry fee – kids under 12 free.
Family friendly. Public welcome.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Also homemade
desserts. Freewill donation.
Serving potato soup, chicken noodle,
beef chili, vegetable soup, corn
chowder and possibly a cream soup.

Proceeds to update the Legion Hall.
For more information call Mary at
(586) 291-7029.

Memphis – February 28
Lenten Fish Fry, American Legion

566/Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman
Rd., 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Serving
9 oz. of cod, with steak fries, baked
potatoes, homemade mac and cheese,
vegetables, salads and homemade
desserts. Food bar is unlimited. $10
adults, $5 for children 4 – 12. Canned
pop $1, beer and wine $2 donation.
Proceeds to update the Legion Hall.
For more information call Mary at
(586) 291-7029.

OAKLAND

Rochester Hills – February
6, 13, 20 & 27
“Real Talk on Islam” Open
House, Masjid Mahmood (Ahmadiyya

Muslim Community Center), 1730
W. Auburn Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Real Talk on Islam with be an ongoing,
weekly event (on Thursdays) for an
informal and candid conversation about
Islam. It is intended for neighbors,
academia, students, media and anyone
else interested in learning about the
faith from its followers. All questions are
welcome and will be addressed in an
informal environment over a free cup
of coffee and cake. For more
information call (248) 677-1316 or
email tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

ST. CLAIR

Smiths Creek – February 1
37th Annual Snowshoe
Tournament, Pink Elephant Bar,

340 Henry St., sign-up 11:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. Pitching starts at 1:00 p.m.
Draw for your partner. Two game
elimination. Cost: $5. Pitch horseshoes
in the snow for a great charity – Leader
Dogs for the Blind. 1st and 2nd place
trophies awarded. Hot dogs and chili.
50/50 raffles. For more information call
(810) 367-9242 or (810) 367-6311.

St. Clair – February 1
Euchre Tournament & FUN,

St. Clair Masonic Temple, 1800 St.
Clair Hwy., doors open at 1:00 p.m.,
playing begins at 1:30 p.m. This event
is hosted by Cornell Marysville Chapter
#93, public is welcome! Admission
$10 per person, door prizes and 50/50
drawing. Refreshments are provided.
For more details call Diane at
(586) 337-2729.

Marine City – February
3, 10 & 24
The Cast-Offs Knitting Group,

Marine City Library, 300 S. Parker,
1:00 p.m. Calling all knitters and
crocheters – whether you’re new or
experienced, join us, along with Lydia,
for learning and laughter. For more
information call (810) 765-5233.

Marysville – February 3
Cutting the Cable Cord, Marysville
Library, 1175 Delaware, 6:00 p.m.
Tired of paying an overpriced cable
bill? Join us for an informative
presentation about cutting the
cable cord in favor of using popular
streaming subscriptions, like Netflix,
Hulu and more. For more information
call (810) 364-9493.

Port Huron – February 3
GriefShare, Colonial Woods

Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. This
is the first session of 15 weeks that
will be held on Mondays and can be
joined at any time. It is a group for
those who are grieving a loss due to
death. No child care is provided. Cost
is a $30 one-time fee for attendance
and materials. To register or for more
information call (810) 984-5575.

Fair Haven – February 4
Cozy Mystery Book Club, Ira

Township Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd.,
2:00 p.m. Join the Cozy Mystery Book
Club to unravel another great mystery.
For more information call
(586) 725-90813.
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Algonac – February
6, 13, 20 & 27
Adult/Senior Chair Dancing,

Algonac-Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair
River Dr., 11:00 a.m. Join us for a
unique concept in aerobic exercise
performed to upbeat music while in
the comfort of a chair. Registration
requested by calling (810) 794-4471.

Memphis – February 6
Movie Star Mystery, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 6:00 p.m.
This is a mystery game where each
person will play a character involved in
a crime. Patrons must call the library
to reserve your spot. Dinner will be
served. For more information call
(810) 392-2980.

Kimball – February 7
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek American

Legion Post #525, 4:30 p.m. – 7:00
p.m. Held the first Friday of every
month. Cost: $8 for adults, $3 for
children under 10. Includes: fish (deepfried – batter or beer batter or baked),
baked potato, coleslaw, tossed salad,
dinner roll, water, coffee and a piece of
cake for dessert. Pop also available for
$1 a can. For more information email
John at hayman11@comcast.net.

Smiths Creek – February 9
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Masonic

Lodge #491, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Held the 2nd Sunday of every month.
$7 for adults. Includes: pancakes,
French toast, eggs, bacon, toast,
potatoes, orange juice, coffee and
white or chocolate milk. For more
information email John at
hayman11@comcast.net.

Yale – February 11
Kids Craft Night, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 6:30 p.m. Kids ages 4
and up, join us for an hour of crafts.
Registration requested, but not
required. For more information call
(810) 387-2940.

Kimball – February 12
Monster Softie gLOVES You!

Kimball Township Library, 1955 N.
Allen Rd., 3:30 p.m. Step-by-step,
we’ll teach you to make an adorable
glove monster softie. Sewing and nonsewing options are available. Ages 3 –
12. Registration is requested by
calling (810) 982-9171.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services

Port Huron – February 12
History Hounds: Manoomin:
Wild Rice in Michigan, Port Huron

Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 7:00
p.m. Sacred to Native Americans,
wild rice is now rare in Michigan.
In its cultivation, decimation and
subsequent revitalization, wild rice
offers a fascinating story of Michigan’s
natural and cultural history. For more
information call (810) 987-7323
ext. 2500.

Capac – February 13
Chocolate Tasting, Capac

Library, 111 N. Main, 5:00 p.m. Dive
into a decadent display of delicious
chocolate. You will get to try an array
of chocolate from white to dark and
discuss the different flavor profiles. For
more information call (810) 395-7000.

Port Huron – February 14
Deadline to Register for March
12 Charity Gala Fundraiser,
“Everyday Heroes”, Solitude Links

Banquet Center, 5:30 p.m. Proceeds to
benefit Blue Water Pregnancy Center
for helping teens with free services.
Tickets $45 for dinner and program.
Call Jessica at (810) 985-6328 or
email office@bluewaterbabies.org
for more information.

St. Clair – February 15
Saturday Art, St. Clair Library, 310

S. Second St. Oh what fun art can be!
Come and enjoy creating your own
masterpiece. For more information
call (810) 329-3951.

St. Clair – February 21
All-You-Can-Eat Fish Buffet,

American Legion Post 382, 1322
Clinton, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Adults
$11, kids 5 – 11 $6, kids under 5 free.
Includes fish, shrimp, red-skinned
potatoes, fries, baked beans, coleslaw,
salad, rolls, desserts and ice cream.
For more information email Linda at
cummingsvl@comcast.net.

St. Clair – February 23
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast
Buffet, American Legion Post 382,

1322 Clinton, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Adults $7, kids 5 – 11 $3, kids under 5
free. Includes: two kinds of scrambled
eggs, sausage, potatoes, pancakes,
Belgian waffles with strawberries and
whipped cream, sausage gravy and

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
biscuits, coffee and orange juice.
For more information email Linda at
cummingsvl@comcast.net.

Marysville – February 27
St. Clair County Genealogy
and History Society Meeting,

Collective Expressions, 1114 Gratiot
Ave., 6:00 p.m. Brenda Williams, local
blogger, will present “Tapping Roots:
Sharing Personal History One Life
at a Time”. Meetings are open to the
public. For more information contact
vlarmstrong60@gmail.com.

St. Clair – February 28
1st Lenten Fish Fry, American

Legion Post 381, 1322 Clinton, 3:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Adults $11, kids 5
– 11 $6, kids under 5 free. Includes:
fish, shrimp, red-skinned potatoes,
fries, baked beans, coleslaw, salad,
rolls, desserts and ice cream. For
more information email Linda at
cummingsvl@comcast.net.

Yale – February 21
Knights of Columbus Council
8710 Friday Fish Fry Dinner,

Fr. Dunn Hall, Sacred Heart Church,
310 N. Main St., 4:00 p.m. – 7:00
p.m. or until sold out. Carryouts are
available as well. Suggested donation:
$12. For more information visit
www.facebook.com/KofC8710 or call
Dale at (810) 543-2919.

Lakeport – February 27
The Faygo Book, Burtchville

Township Library, 7097 Second St.,
1:00 p.m. Come and join Joe Grimm,
author of The Faygo Book, a Michigan
Notable Book for 2019, which tells how
a family forged a bond of more than
100 years with Detroit and Michigan
residents. There will be a pop quiz.
Faygo beverages will be provided. All
ages of adults welcome. Registration
requested by calling (810) 385-8550.

SANILAC

Carsonville – February 7
Annual PTA Tin Car Auction,

Carsonville-Port Sanilac High School,
100 N. Goetze Rd., 5:00 p.m. – half
time of the boys’ Varsity game.
Hosted by the Carsonville-Port Sanilac
Elementary PTA. In past years we
have had over 150 donated prizes to
win! (Prizes are available to pick up at
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the end of the boys’ Varsity basketball
game. Tickets cost 25 cents each
and are available for purchase only
at the event. You can also reserve
tickets in advance and purchase
them at the door. You choose which
items you would like to be entered to
win! Bring your friends! This is a fun
event for everyone! Support our Tiger
basketball team and enjoy the winter
homecoming game and festivities all in
one evening! Find us on Facebook at
Annual PTA Tin Can Auction.

Sandusky – February 8
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School. 138 Maple Valley Street, 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. (with a meal break
at 8:30 p.m.) Wear red in celebration
of Valentine’s Day and get ready to be
entertained with January and Dave.
They will be playing love songs and
other memorable hits starting at 7:00
p.m. (with line dancing). There may
even be a couple of square dances.
The monthly birthday cake will be
served. Everyone is welcome. The
cost for guests is $7 and new attendees
are asked to bring a snack to share
(chips, popcorn, pretzels, etc.)
For more information call Nancy
at (586) 663-5306.

Sandusky – February 18
Genealogy 101, Sandusky Library,

55 E. Sanilac Rd., 1:00 p.m. Sanilac
County Genealogical Society members
will show you where and how to search
your past. Were your ancestors royalty
or scoundrels? Bring what information
you have to help get you started.
Free. For more information email
sanilaccgs@gmail.com.

Sandusky – February 22
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School. 138 Maple Valley Street,
7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. (with a meal
break at 8:30 p.m.) Come and dance
the night away with Lighthouse Three,
who will play all of your favorite country
songs. As a special bonus, there will
be line dancing with Carole. No square
dancing tonight. Chicken gumbo will
be served. Everyone is welcome. The
cost for guests is $7 and new attendees
are asked to bring a snack to share
(chips, popcorn, pretzels, etc.) For
more information call Nancy at
(586) 663-5306.

Huron
Tuscola

Sanilac

Genesee Lapeer
Oakland

St. Clair

Macomb
Including
Harsens Island

Wayne

A multiservice company that you can trust!

SERVICE AREA
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Royal Oak Historical Society
Proudly Announces Release of Royal Oak History Booklets

We are excited to announce that the Royal Oak history booklets are now available. Authored
by Bob Muller, Don Drife and Ted Vickers, these booklets are chock-full of amazing Royal
Oak history and facts. They cover the benefits of living in the Village of Royal Oak rather
than staying in Detroit, the 13 steps of the annexation of the City of Royal Oak, exploring
the sequence of ownership of the property of Royal Oak High School (Kimball) and Tenhave
Woods, the IndianTrails that ran through Royal Oak Township, Royal Oak's history from 1822
to 1922 and the streetcars and Interurban of Oakland County.
Each booklet costs $5.00 and is available at:
The Royal Oak Historical Society
Frentz & Sons Hardware
Museum's Gift Shop			
1010 N. Main St.
1411 W. Webster, 				
(at Catalpa, 11-1/2 Mile Rd.)
Royal Oak, MI 48073			
Royal Oak, MI 48067
Tues., Thurs. & Sat. 1pm to 4pm		
Mon. – Sat. 9am to 7pm | Sun. 10am to 4pm
(248) 439-1501				(248) 544-8111
The purchase of these booklets is a tax-deductible donation to the Museum and will go
towards helping preserve the artifacts and history of Royal Oak. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization run by volunteers and funded solely by your donations.
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FLOATING CLASSROOM EXPERIENCE

Friends of the St. Clair River is partnering with the Huron Lady
II cruise boat to bring a new, floating, place-based, educational
experience to students and residents in the Blue Water Area.
Plans call for four public cruises and sixteen student cruises May
through August, reaching as many as 1,200 kindergarten to fifth grade
students. The educational aspect is being funded through a $1,960 grant
from the Michigan Association of Environmental Professionals to Friends of the St. Clair
River. The public and student cruises will feature hands-on, interdisciplinary components
and is being offered at no extra cost.
“Our Live and Local Watershed Education cruise will provide tangible connections
to local water quality research through real world science,” said Amy Meeker-Taylor,
Environmental Educator for the Friends of the St. Clair River. “This unique partnership
provides a floating classroom experience that meets curriculum standards and demonstrates
how we fit into our great big, wonderful watershed. Nowhere else in St. Clair County is a
program like this being offered.”
“We’re excited to be able offer these new cruises that blend eco-tourism and environmental
education,” said Jenny Ciolek, who owns the Huron Lady II. “These themed river cruises
will highlight places of scientific interest and natural beauty with a naturalist on board.”
Teachers and the public should contact the Huron
Lady II at (810) 984-1500 or huronlady2@gmail.
com to book a cruise. For information about the Live
and Local Watershed Education program, contact
Amy Meeker-Taylor, Environmental Educator at
(586) 381-0555 or education@scriver.org.
Friends of the St. Clair River provides meaningful
experiences to engage the community in the
protection of the St. Clair River and its watersheds
through monitoring, stewardship and advocacy.
Visit www.scriver.org and follow “Friends of the
St. Clair River” on Facebook.

Photo contribution by Dave Spengler.
www.flickr.com/photos/davey153

–– Lucille
Lucille Ball
Ball

Grief is the Normal
Response to Losing a Loved One
C���������� �� F���� J�����
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Grief is not easily defined and often, it not well understood. Many descriptive
phrases offer some insight into what grieving actually involves. Sometimes it is
referred to as “intense sorrow” or “deep mental anguish”. Others have described
it as “keen mental suffering” and “the normal process of reacting to a loss”.
Nonetheless, it is widely accepted that grief is not an emotion but rather a normal
experience that people endure after losing a loved one or something of significant
value. It gives meaning to the importance of what we no longer have in our lives.
Although grief is defined as an experience, it is full of emotions and feelings.
Some examples include sadness, hopefulness, helplessness and loneliness as well
as others like anger, shock, guilt and fear. It’s impossible to list them all as grief
is different things to different people. There are also physical aspects that can be
overwhelming and exhausting. Many individuals experience sleep disturbances,
restlessness or lethargy, diminished appetite and sensitivity to otherwise normal
stimuli. It’s important to be aware of these expected changes and to know how
to stay healthy during the grief experience. Medical professionals, bereavement

counselors and clergy are valuable resources for help in navigating the grief
process.
Mourning is commonly referred to as the outward expression of grief. It
involves socially-accepted rituals such as visitation, the funeral and burial. These
are opportunities for others to show their support and acknowledge the loss one
has experienced. Unfortunately, this is usually short-lived and the grieving lasts
long after others have resumed their normally busy lives. Often this is when
people need to seek additional support or resources to assist with the journey
that lies ahead. The grief experience is unique for each individual and there is
no specific time period for how long it will last. The physical and psychological
aspects can last for weeks, months and even years, but most people would agree
that the intensity and severity of the grief response lessens over time.
I can be reached at (810)294-8580 for any questions.
Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to be legal or medical advice.
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Any Size

98

each

Queen
Foam Set

398
reg. $899

Queen
Set

698
reg. $1699

Queen Plush
Mattress

998
reg. $2099

Queen
Mattress

February 2020

1498
reg. $2699

Memory Foam
Sold in sets only

Twin Set ............................ $298
Full Set .............................. $348
King Set ............................ $798

Full Set .............................. $748
King Set .......................... $1298

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

