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I was first introduced to the wildlife
paintings of David Bollman at the
Algonac Art Fair, which is held each
Labor Day weekend. It was probably
six or so years ago and I was strolling
down the myriad of white tents lining
both sides of the boardwalk along the
beautiful St. Clair River where artists
from all over Michigan – and even
some other states – were displaying
their creative works. Paintings,
sculptures, pottery, jewelry, wind
chimes and many other types of artistic
delights were on display. However,
nothing was really catching my eye.

We had recently built a log home
and the décor we had chosen featured
Michigan wildlife. I didn’t really know
what I was looking for at the art fair, but
was hoping to find something that would
fit into our new decorating theme.
Suddenly, I came upon the tent of
David Bollman of Southpaw Studio
in Sterling Heights and I knew I
had found what I was looking for.
David’s exquisitely detailed paintings
of Michigan wildlife were the best I
had ever seen. Right then and there,
I purchased my first painting from
David. Each year since then I have
See WILDLIFE ARTIST, Page 12

Wildlife Artist David Bollman utilizes a
unique technique that extends his painting
into the matting.

Spotlight on a Small Town – Bad Axe
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Advertise your services in
Ad sizes and prices vary. Contact
(810) 794-2300 and see how we can help
you be seen throughout your community.
Check out our classified section on
pages 24 and 25. If you want your ad to
get attention, contact ThumbPrint News.

(810) 794-2300

Bad Axe is in the heart of the
beautiful thumb area of Michigan.
There are several stories about how
this town got its unusual name,
but most credit Captain Rudolph
Pabst with that honor. Captain
Pabst immigrated to Michigan in
the spring of 1858 from Goderich,
Ontario. He survived 22 major
battles during the Civil War. Captain
Pabst was also a military surveyor

See BAD AXE, Page 14

An old axe-head that is embedded in a small
section of a tree near the original Bad Axe Camp
is believed by some to be the original Bad Axe axe.

FREE CHEMICAL PEEL, SKIN ANALYSIS & CONSULTATION

$99 Services!
• Ageless Advanced Skin Care Kits
• Chemical Peels
• Microdermabrasion with Max 7 LED
• Oxygen Jet Peel with Max 7 LED
• Sclerotherapy Vein Treatment
• Any 1 hour Massage
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Peel or Max 7
• Laser Hair Removal - 1 area (on
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• Botox 1 area (up to 10 units)
• Radio Frequency 1 area 5x4
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who mapped several trails between
Harbor Beach and Sebewaing which
intersect Huron County vertically
and horizontally (later those trails
became M-53 and M-142). Pabst
established a camp at this intersection
in 1861 where he supposedly found a
broken axe. He named the camp Bad
Axe Camp, used it in his Minutes of
Survey and later on his county map –
and the name stuck.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
February is one of those months
that I have a love/hate relationship
with. Usually, we are well into our
worst winter weather. Snow and
ice, if winter is going to be harsh
to us Michiganders, has usually
already showed us it’s power. The
past few years, I have been fortunate
to have been able to take a week or
two vacation in January, which, by
choice, is always spent somewhere
warm and tropical (laying on the
beach, soaking up the warm sun,
enjoying a pina colada or two or
three…). So, that means returning
to February in Michigan brings me
back to reality very quickly.
In contrast, February also holds
the promise that spring is getting
closer every day. Maple trees start
sending the sap back up to the
branches, letting the buds know that
pretty soon they will need to break
from their winter nap and start to
unfurl their new season’s leaves. (In
this issue of ThumbPrint News we
take a look at how maple syrup and
maple syrup goodies are made.)
February also brings the only
holiday that focuses squarely on
weather. It happens on February 2,
when many people in our area are
thoroughly involved in all of the
activities of winter but when they
are also thinking with anticipation
about the coming of warmer weather
and the changes that it will bring. I
am talking about Groundhog Day –
the day when a furry little mammal
creeps out of his burrow and makes
his prediction as to whether spring
will come early or whether it will be
late that year. And it all depends on
whether or not he sees his shadow.
(In this issue of ThumbPrint News
we also take a look at groundhogs
and how Groundhog Day began.)
For myself, however, Groundhog
Day holds a different significance.

It was the day that my youngest
son, Brett, was born 23 years ago
on Groundhog Day 1987. His
birth, like the birth of any child, is
a wonderful event for any parent.
As his birthday comes around each
year, I remember the joy I felt
when I first held his tiny hand in
mine. However, the significance of
his birthday being on Groundhog
Day also holds another memory. It
reminds me of the outrageous things
we sometimes do for our children.
You see, when Brett was turning
ten years old, he didn’t want the
usual toys or electronic gadgets that
his classmates were asking for on
their birthdays. He wanted to go to
the place that celebrated Groundhog
Day unlike any other place on
earth – Puxsutawney, Pennsylvania.
Every year in this city, on Gobbler’s
Knob, thousands of people gather
starting at 3:00 a.m. to wait for the
sun to come up so they can witness
the most famous groundhog of all,
Puxsutawney Phil, awake from his
long winter’s nap and, with the help
of his handler, make his prediction
for the spring to come. All of the
major television networks cover this
event, as do national newspapers. It
even inspired the movie, Groundhog
Day, starring Bill Murray.
In 1997, our family honored
Brett’s request and made the ten
hour trip to Puxsutawney so we
could be a part of the greatest
Groundhog Day Celebration ever.
Shoulder to shoulder with thousands
of freezing people, downing hot
chocolate to try and keep warm,
jumping up and down to warm our
numb toes, we watched the sun
slowly creep over the pine trees and
watched a sleepy Phil be pulled out
of his cage that resembled a tree
stump. It seemed awfully ridiculous
right at that moment.

Brett Kodet in 1997 in Puxsutawney on his tenth
birthday.

That is, until we looked at our
birthday boy’s smiling face. This
is what he had wanted. Here we
were with people from all over the
world, of all ages and occupations,
celebrating not the emergence of a
silly small furry mammal, but rather
that larger joy that comes with just
being a part of a family, a group,
a city, a nation that was having
fun with predicting the arrival of
the season of renewal and rebirth.
And, as far as my research has
been able to tell me, Puxsutawney
Phil has been just as accurate at his
predictions if you look back on the
past 23 years as the major weather
forecasters have been! Maybe that
trip wasn’t so ridiculous after all.
The memory of it will stay with our
family forever.
If you ever decide to travel to
Puxsutawney, Pennsylvania on
a future Ground Hog Day, their
official website is www.groundhog.
org for all of your vacation
planning!

Diane Kodet
Editor, ThumbPrint News
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Change your jewelry as often as you change your clothes.
Visit Coughlin Jewelers to check out our newest line of stylish and affordable jewelery
with Kameleon’s Jewel Pops collection!

Surround her with the strength of your love. Show her that what you have is as endless as a circle.

This Valentine’s Day, give to her from Coughlin Jeweler’s Ever Love Collection.

Your love is stronger than time.
Your love is Ever Love

Starting at $199

Downtown St. Clair

810.329.6866
CoughlinJewelers.com
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ThumbPrint News is guest
on The Jay Leno Show
By Nancy Birch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

In the January edition of
ThumbPrint News, we asked our
readers to show us creative ways
to display ThumbPrint News, or
photos of places the ThumbPrint
News travels to. We expected
vacation photos of our paper over
the Grand Canyon or on a beach
in Florida. And yes, we braced
ourselves for the inevitable photo
of our beloved ThumbPrint News
lining a litter box . . . we’ll call that
creative recycling!
What we didn’t expect was
national television exposure when
Jay Leno used a page from our
newspaper on The Jay Leno Show
January 4.
During his “Headlines” segment,
Jay held up page 8 of the December
edition and poked fun at the ad that
ABC Septic Services (a division

of ABC Home & Commercial
Services, page 20 of this issue) was
running. In the ad, we encouraged
consumers to “Get ready for your
holiday visitors”. The message,
as far as we were concerned, was
simply that you’ll have a lot of
company over the holidays, and you
don’t want trouble with your septic
during that high traffic time. Well,
Jay had a different take on it.
“How bad are your in-laws if you
need a septic truck? Uncle Fred’s
coming!” quipped Jay as the camera
zoomed in on our ThumbPrint News.
Okay, so come clean. Who sent
Jay this ad? You’ve given the staff
at ThumbPrint News a great thrill,
as well as the staff at ABC Home &
Commercial Services and Foxfire
Farm Country Store & Floral Shop.
We’d love to know who you are
so we can thank you for looking
at our ads with a great sense of

Jay Leno holding a page from ThumbPrint News highlighting the ad for ABC Septic Services.

humor! Please send us an email at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and
let us know who you are.
We’ve put a link on our website if
you’d like to see our local newspaper
on national television. Just go to
www.thumbprintnews.com and click
on the Links button, then on the The

Jay Leno Show link.
And to the rest of our readers,
keep reading and enjoying our
paper! If you find something
particularly interesting or
something that you find humorous,
just remember . . . Letterman’s
waiting!

Memoirs from The Restless Retiree
Senior Citizen

By Gabriel Jones

Survivor

Letters from life insurance companies, hospitalization companies, investment counselors and retirement homes
are received by seniors constantly.
Getting these kinds of letters gives us
inferior feelings.
Are they trying to tell us seniors
something? Hmm…
I know we’re older. People call us
“Senior Citizens.”
If that is the case, then it must mean

that we are wiser and stronger-because
we have lived this long.
We have lived this long because we
have SURVIVED different types of
living.
We have withstood different perils
of life in all kinds of strife.
I say, give us a new name: Senior
Citizen Survivor!
Yes, call us Senior Citizen Survivors!
That is a name that has class, strength

Flavorize™ Your Crust for FREE
8 Tasty Crusts To Choose From
• Romano • Garlic • Butter • Turbo • Poppy Seed
• Shredded Parmesan • Cajun • Sesame Seed

JetsPizza.com
St. Clair

Marine City

810.329.4950

810.765.0760

S. Riverside & Oakland

515 S. Parker

and wisdom!
Each morning when we wake
up, we should say “We made it to
another day. Wow, we feel terrific!
What shall we do today to make it all
worthwhile? “
We’re proud to be Senior Citizen
Survivors.
Another lesson learned from “The
Restless Retiree.”

Expires 4/1/10. St. Clair and Marine City locations only. Must
present coupon. Prices subject to change without notice.

Cinnamon Stix

12 Pieces of Freshly Baked Bread
Topped with Cinnamon and Vanilla Icing

Regular Price $3.29

Editor’s note: Follow the adventures of the Restless Retiree every month in ThumbPrint News!
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FoxFire Farm Country Store

8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township • 810-794-5108

A unique, stress-free shopping experience in a friendly atmosphere!
• Pre-made and Custom Floral
Arrangements
• All Occasion Unique Greeting
Cards
• Holiday Gift Items
• Local and Flavored Honey
• Soy Candles

•
•
•
•

Old Time Signs
Wind Chimes
Bulk Items for Farm Animals
Full Line of Dog and Cat Foods,
Treats and Toys
• Designer Outfits for Dogs
• Kitchen Gift Items

•
•
•
•

Stuffed Animals
Full Line of Gourmet Foods
Old Fashioned Toys
Food and Supplies for Wild and Pet
Birds
• Old Fashioned Candy and Goodies
• And Much, Much More!

Gift Certificates
Available!

5 off

$

Your purchase of $35 or
more with this ad.

Expires Feb. 28, 2010. Cannot be combined with
any other special offer.

Open 7 Days A Week!
Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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The Eastern Market Comes to Northern Macomb County
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Stepping inside the
doors of Richmond
Farmer’s Market would
make a customer
believe that he or she
was entering one of
the specialty shops
of Detroit’s Eastern
Market. Instead, this
shop is located in a
predominately rural area
inside the remodeled
Richmond Elevator next
to the railroad tracks in
downtown Richmond.
The owner, Eli
Nahad, is proud of the
international foods he
has available seven
days a week for area
shoppers and the fresh produce that he brings in every other day from the Eastern Market.
There are mixed nuts and old fashioned candies, imported breads from four different bread
companies, pastries and baked goods from the Middle East and much, much more.
However, Eli is even prouder of the fact that he specializes in locally made and Michigan
made products, a fact that he feels is vital in supporting Michigan’s economy in these tough
times. In addition to producing some of his own sauces and spreads, he brings in jams from
Cass City, coffee from Leelanau, Achatz pies and soups, produce from local farmers in the
summer months, honey from Sticky Business in Capac and even handmade dog treats from
The Boneyard Dog Bakery in Fair Haven.
Eli has quite an impressive selection of delicacies considering that Richmond Farmer’s
Market has only been open since July. Eli originally worked building race cars. Preferring,
however, to work for himself he decided to go into the produce business with his partner.
For two months in the fall of 2008 they sold fresh produce from a tent. When their satisfied
customers suggested they open a permanent market, the idea for Richmond Farmer’s
Market began.
One of Eli’s plans for the future includes a possible arts and crafts show on the property
surrounding the building. But, more immediately, he plans on bringing in some of the best
cookies, chocolates and heart shaped cakes for Valentine’s Day. As Eli says, “The way to
a man’s heart is through his stomach.” Eli wants to make sure that he has everything ready
when the young ladies come shopping for that perfect Valentine’s Day gift!

Editor’s note: Richmond Farmer’s Market is located at 68336 Beech St. in Richmond. For
the winter months, it is open seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Call (586)
727-7703 for more information.

Open Year-rOund

Bringing the
Eastern Market to
Northern Macomb

Richmond
Farmer’s Market
68336 Beech Street

Open 7 Days A Week • 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Hours may vary during seasons. Call ahead for verification.

Phone 586.727.7703
Fax: 586.727.7706

richmondmarket@yahoo.com

• Grocery Items
• Deli
• Dairy
• Local Baked Goods
• Fresh Produce
• Seasonal Merchandise

We Carry
Achatz
Soups &
Pies!

Party Trays  Subs  Gift Baskets
Featuring Pennsylvania Dutch Candy

Local & Michigan-produced Merchandise!

Deli meats and fresh bread are among the huge variety of
items available at Richmond Farmer’s Market.

Eli Nahad is proud of the international foods he has
available seven days a week for area shoppers.
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The Origins of Groundhog Day
By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Groundhog Day is a holiday
celebrated in the United States and in
Canada on February 2. Researching
the origin of this peculiar holiday, I
was surprised to find out a few things
I hadn’t known about groundhogs
simply from observing them
munching on my spring garden crops
and from them making holes under
some of the outbuildings on our
property. Here is what I learned:
• Groundhogs have great eyesight.
• Groundhogs can climb trees.
• Their life span is five years.
• Groundhogs are also called
whistlepigs because of the whistling
sound they can make. They are also
known as woodchucks.
• Groundhogs can swim.
• Although groundhogs are herbivores, they will sometimes eat insects.
• Groundhogs hibernate for about
five months each year.
• Groundhog hairs are used for
tying trout flies and early Native

Americans used their sturdy hides
for the soles of moccasins.
• The groundhog is the largest
member of the squirrel family.
• Groundhogs have two coats of
fur – the outside fur keeps water out
and the inside fur keeps in body heat.
One of the most interesting facts
of all, however, is that the groundhog
is the only animal that
has its own national
holiday. The German
immigrants known as
the Pennsylvania Dutch
brought the tradition
to America in the 18th
century, basing their
celebration on the ancient
belief that hibernating creatures
were able to predict the arrival of
springtime by their emergence.
The Germans had once regarded
the badger as the winter-spring
barometer, but as the groundhog
was more prolific in the U.S., once
they immigrated here that job was
reassigned to the groundhog.

The custom says that the groundhog
will emerge from his long winter’s
nap on February 2 each year. If he
sees his shadow, he will run back into
his burrow and there will be six more
weeks of winter. However, if he comes
out and doesn’t see his shadow, he will
stay out and winter will be early.
Celestially speaking, Groundhog
Day on February 2 is a “cross-quarter”
day, about halfway between the winter
solstice in December and
the vernal equinox in
March and is celebrated
in some countries as the
midpoint of winter. (In
reality, this is also around
the time when many
groundhogs end their
hibernation anyway.)
The largest Groundhog Day
celebration each year is held in
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, where
crowds as high as 40,000 have
gathered to celebrate the holiday
since at least 1886. Groundhog Day
also received worldwide attention
with the release of the 1993 film
Groundhog Day, which was set

in Punxsutawney (though filmed
primarily in Woodstock, Illinois)
and featured Punxsutawney Phil, the
“official” national groundhog.
This lowly mammal, the
groundhog, which is regarded by
some as a pest, really deserves more
credit than he gets. Perhaps rather
than just being a holiday, it should
become a federal holiday. Then,
when he sees his shadow and runs
back into his burrow, we would all
have the day off from work. Then,
we could run back into the burrow
made by the blankets on our bed
and snooze away one more cold
wintry day. We all could wait for the
warmth of spring to arrive!
Editor’s note: According to
the Stormfax Almanac, which
tracks the weather predicting
ability of Punxsutawney Phil, his
prognostications have only been
correct 39% of the time since the first
time they were recorded on Gobbler’s
Knob in 1887! For more information
go to http://www.stormfax.com/
ghogday.htm.
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Maple Syrup – One of Nature’s Most Wonderful Gifts
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Maple syrup – that lovely, sweet,
sticky substance we love to pour on
pancakes, waffles, French toast and
even ice cream – is one of nature’s
gifts to us in late February and March
in Michigan. There is no definitive
answer as to when the art and science
of syrup making first began, but it is
known that Native Americans were
already using maple sap to flavor
their foods long before European
settlers arrived in this country.
The Native Americans have several
stories about how they first began
making maple syrup. One legend
involves the young prince Glooskap.
The story says that many years ago
when the Creator made the maple
trees the trunks were filled with
syrup instead of sap. One day in his
travels Glooskap came upon a village
that was completely silent – no
dogs barking, no children playing,
no woman cooking and no men
hunting. Everyone in the village was
lying at the base of the maple trees
and letting the sweet syrup drip into
their mouths. Glooskap tried to get
everyone to stand up and get back to
work, but he was not successful.
Glooskap with his magical powers
decided to punish the lazy people. He
flew to the lake, filled a large bark
container with water, flew back and
poured it over the maple trees. This
diluted the syrup in the trees and
made it no longer sweet. He then told

the people that they would have to
work for the syrup, as the trees would
now only contain sap, which would
have to be collected and boiled down
before they could enjoy the special
sweet treat. In addition, they would
only be able to make syrup at one
time in the year – the early spring.
Another Native American legend
results in the same ending when
Kokomis, the Earth Mother, made
a hole in a maple tree and the
syrup rushed out. Fearing that her
grandson, Manabush, would become
shiftless and lazy if he didn’t have to
work for the syrup, she showered the
top of the tree with water, diluting it
into sap, just as Glooskap had done.
Even the Chippewas and Ottawas
of Michigan tell a story similar to
the tales above. In their version, the
god NenawBozhoo cast a spell on
the sugar maples so that the syrup
that once ran through the trees’ veins
would now be sap. He too believed
his people would become lazy if they
did not have to work for nature’s gifts.
Although these stories are all
similar, none have a written history,
but rather were passed down from
generation to generation by story
tellers. One of the first written
versions was told in the April
1896 issue of Atlantic Monthly by
Rowland E. Robinson of Vermont.
In his written account, a Native
American woman named Moqua
was cooking a chunk of moose
meat in a pot with some maple sap.

Recipes Using Pure Maple Syrup
Maple Mustard Pork Tenderloin
Prep Time: 5 minutes
Cook Time: 15 minutes
Ingredients:
1 whole pork tenderloin
3 teaspoons fresh sage, minced
Salt and pepper to taste
1 tablespoon butter
1 cup low sodium chicken broth
2 tablespoons pure maple syrup
2 tablespoons coarse grain Dijon
mustard
Fresh sage for garnish
Preparation:
Slice pork tenderloin into ⅓ inch
thick slices. Sprinkle with 1½
teaspoons sage, salt and generous
amount of pepper.

Melt butter in heavy medium skillet
over medium-high heat. Add pork
and cook until golden brown on
both sides and cooked through,
about 1½ minutes per side.
Transfer pork to plate, leaving
drippings in skillet. Add broth,
maple syrup, mustard, and
remaining 1½ teaspoons sage
to skillet. Boil until syrupy and
thick, about 3 minutes, scraping up
browned bits. Reduce heat to low.
Return pork and any accumulated
juices to skillet and cook until just
heated through, about 1 minute.
Serve pork with sauce. Garnish
with fresh sage.
Yield: 4 servings

At the same time, she was doing
some quill-work and forgot about
the meat. When the sap had boiled
down more than it should have,
syrup was created and her husband,
Woksis, decided that what could
have been a disaster ended up being
the best meal he had ever tasted. He
even broke the pot so he could lick
the last bit of syrup from the shards!
Regardless of how the first maple
syrup became to be made by the
Native Americans, it became a staple
part of their diet. As soon as the sap
began to rise in the trees the families
migrated to the maple groves where
they erected a camp and lived in wigwams to tend to the business of making maple syrup. One of their early
cooking methods involved reducing
the sap by repeatedly freezing it and
discarding the ice before starting all
over again. The reduced sap was then
brought to a fire where the woman
would place hot stones in the mixture
to cause the sap to boil. More stones
were constantly added and the old
ones taken out until the mixture was
reduced by boiling to syrup.
Early settlers to this country
produced syrup in much the same
way as the Native Americans did.
Collecting the sap from the sugar
maple (which has the highest sugar
content of all of the maple trees),
they would boil sap over an open fire
until it was reduced to syrup. This
was very time consuming, as it took
about 40 gallons of sap to make one
Nutty Maple Popcorn
Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cook Time: 10 minutes
Ingredients:
Vegetable cooking spray
1 cup pure maple syrup
1 cup pecans, walnuts, cashews,
peanuts or a mixture of nuts
9 cups popped unflavored popcorn
Preparation:
Line cookie sheets with parchment
paper or baking liners. Spray a large
bowl with vegetable oil. Fill with
the popcorn and nuts.
Place maple syrup in a heavy
saucepan over medium heat. Cook
until maple syrup reaches 236°F on
a candy thermometer.
Immediately pour maple syrup over

Sap flowing through a maple tree tap in early
spring.

gallon of syrup. Making maple syrup
pretty much remained the same for
the next 200 or so years.
Then, during the Civil War, the
process greatly improved with the
invention of a large flat sheet metal
pan made of tin that was much
more efficient for boiling than the
heavy rounded iron kettles were.
Further improved around 1864 by
a Canadian farmer who put a series
of baffles in the flat pans to channel
the boiling sap, the tin pan became
the forerunner of the modern day
evaporators that modernized the
business of maple syrup making.
Even though technology has
improved the speed with which sap
can be turned into maple syrup, the
basic process remains the same:
collect the sap from the sugar maple
trees in late winter when it begins
to rise in the trunks of the trees,
boil it to reduce the water content,
and enjoy the sweet syrup – one of
nature’s most wonderful gifts.
popcorn and nuts and toss using
a large spoon lightly coated with
cooking oil spray. Be careful! The
hot syrup can cause serious burns.
Immediately scoop about ¼ cup of
the mixture and place on lined cookie
sheets. Repeat, working quickly,
placing clumps of nutty maple
popcorn ½ inch apart. Irregular
shapes are fine. Let cool to harden.
Store in a sealed container.
Yield: about 10 cups
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How to Make Maple Syrup for Home Use
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Although the commercial
production of maple syrup is a
very scientific process and requires
the use of expensive equipment,
the home owner with a collection
of sugar maple trees in his or her
yard can produce maple syrup for
their own use with relatively little
equipment. Let’s get started with a
few basic guidelines:
1. Not all maple trees are good for
making maple syrup. The trees
need to be hard maple to be a
good sugar maple tree.
2. The tree that is used must be at
least 10″ in diameter, measured
4½ feet above the ground.
3. For a tree that is 10-20″ in
diameter, only one tap should be
used per tree (a tap is the hollow
piece of metal that will be
driven into the tree trunk which
will allow the sap to flow out
into a bucket or other collecting
vessel.) Trees from 20-30″ in
diameter can support two taps
and trees over 30″ in diameter
can support three taps.
4. In Michigan, when the weather
warms up to above freezing fairly
consistently during the daytime,
the sap will begin to flow. A very
rapid rise in temperature (from
25º F to 45º F) will enhance the
sap flow. In the Thumb area,
depending on the county, this
can occur from mid-February
through the month of March.
5. At night, when the temperatures
fall back below freezing, the sap
will diminish in flow until the
next day, when the temperatures
again rise.
6. Once the temperatures stay
consistently above freezing day

and night and the trees begin
to bud, the sap flow changes
composition and is no longer
usable for making syrup. Maple
syrup production is done for the
season at this point.
Next, let’s look at the equipment
that will be needed:
1. A drill (portable) with a 7/16″
drill bit
2. Maple taps (also called spiles
or spouts) – one for each hole
that will be drilled. There are
many suppliers online for
maple syrup making equipment,
including taps. One place in
Mason, Michigan is
www.sugarbushsupplies.com.
Their phone number is (517)
349-5185.
3. A hammer to drive the tap into
the hole.
4. One container per tap to catch
the sap. A bucket or a container
cut out of a plastic milk jug
works well.
5. Large clean plastic or metal
trash cans in which to empty the
buckets or containers of sap.
6. A large deep wash tub or metal
pan that will hold at least five
gallons of sap to be used when
boiling the sap down into syrup.
7. An outdoor fire pit made of
brick or cinder block that
the boiling pan will fit on.
Alternately, a woodstove used
outdoors will work. Do not
attempt to boil the sap inside
as too much moisture from the
evaporation of the sap during
boiling may ruin indoor objects.
8. Firewood
9. A candy thermometer to test
when the syrup is done. Candy
thermometers are available at
most large grocery stores.

10. A double layer of flannel or
wool to filter the hot syrup when
it is done.
11. Clean canning jars that can be
sealed tight when the syrup is
poured into them to store the
product for future use.
Now, let’s look at the process of
making maple syrup:
1. After the correct type and size
of tree has been chosen, drill
a hole three inches deep at a
convenient height for collection.
2. Insert a tap into the hole and
hammer it into the tree tight
enough so it cannot be pulled
out by hand, but not hard
enough to split the tree.
3. The taps will have a hook for the
bucket or container. Hang the
bucket or container on the tap.
4. Cover the bucket to keep out
rain, snow and other debris.
Clean plastic garbage bags can
be used to cover the buckets
and tied to keep the wind from
blowing them off.
5. As the buckets fill with sap,
empty them into the trash cans
until there is enough to start
boiling.
6. Start the fire in the fire pit or
woodstove.
7. Fill the boiling pans ⅔ full of sap.
8. As the sap is reduced, constantly
refill the pan with more sap,
never letting it get below two
inches or it may burn.
9. It will take a lot of sap boiled
down to make syrup. For
example, 40 gallons of sap will
reduce down to approximately
one gallon of syrup.
10. When you first begin, the sap
will look like water. As you
continually begin to add more
sap and reduce it down over the

Maple syrup boils over an outdoor fire.

fire, it will start to turn amber
and eventually a light shade of
brown.
11. At this point, use the candy
thermometer to measure the
temperature of the liquid. When
the temperature reaches 219º F,
it has changed into syrup.
12. Filter the hot syrup through the
double thickness of flannel or
wool.
13. Pour the hot syrup (at least 180º F)
into clean canning jars and seal.
14. Store the jars in a cool place.
Once opened, the maple syrup
should be refrigerated.
Finally, enjoy the fruits of your
labor over pancakes, waffles, French
toast or ice cream. Of course, your
own homemade maple syrup will
make much appreciated gifts for all
occasions!

Interesting Facts About Michigan Maple Syrup
(According to the Michigan Maple
Syrup Association’s website www.mimaplesyrup.com)
• Michigan ranks fifth in maple syrup
production in the United States.
• Michigan produces on average of
90,000 gallons of syrup per year.
• The maple syrup industry in
Michigan contributes nearly $2.5 million

to the economy of the state annually.
• There are approximately 500
commercial maple syrup producers in
Michigan with some 2,000 additional
hobby or home use producers.
• Michigan law requires that processors
of maple syrup for sale must be licensed.
• Only about one percent of Michigan’s
maple forest resources are used in maple

syrup production.
• The production of maple syrup is the
oldest agricultural enterprise in the United
States.
• Maple syrup has 50 calories per
tablespoon and is fat-free.
• The minerals in maple syrup include
calcium, phosphorus, iron, sodium and
potassium.
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Family Restaurant Serves Free Pancakes for Charity on National Pancake Day
IHOP, one of America’s favorite
restaurants for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, has announced plans to serve
millions of free pancakes again
this year in celebration of National
Pancake Day on Tuesday, February
23, 2010. Planned as a celebration
of friends, family and community,
IHOP hopes the program will raise
$1.75 million for Children’s Miracle
Network, an international nonprofit organization that raises funds
for children’s hospitals and other
worthy local causes.
2010 will mark IHOP’s fifth year
celebrating the national event and
the company has set an ambitious
goal to raise a cumulative $5 million
for charity in the first five years of
its free flapjack philanthropic effort.
More than 1,400 IHOP restaurants
throughout the United States will
once again invite guests to enjoy a
free short stack of IHOP’s signature
buttermilk pancakes from 7 a.m. to
10 p.m. on National Pancake Day.
In return, IHOP guests are asked to
donate what they would have paid
for the free pancakes, or more, to the
Children’s Miracle Network hospital
in their community, or another
designated local cause.

“We are flipping for ‘five in five’
with our 2010 National Pancake
Day campaign, and with our guests’
generous support, plan to reach our
goal of $5 million in five years,” said
Carolyn O’Keefe, IHOP’s senior
vice president, marketing. “IHOP’s
franchisees and guests have raised
more than $3.25 million to support
Children’s Miracle Network and
other local charities since we started
our National Pancake Day in 2006.
The day has become a tradition for
families and friends who wish to
enjoy great food and great service
while helping out a great cause.”
Children’s Miracle Network
“Miracle Balloons” will be sold for
$1 and $5 each and will be personalized and displayed at participating
IHOP restaurants from February 1
through February 23, 2010. Miracle
Balloon sales offer guests another
way to show their support of Children’s Miracle Network and contribute to the National Pancake Day
fundraising effort.
In 2009, IHOP gave away three
million pancakes and raised nearly
$1.5 million in support of Children’s
Miracle Network and other local
charities, far exceeding its goal to

raise $1 million. Since starting
its National Pancake Day
celebration in 2006, IHOP
has given away more than
6.1 million free pancakes to
benefit children’s charities –
that stacks up more than 53.5
miles high!
For more information
about IHOP’s National
Pancake Day, or to learn
more about Children’s
Miracle Network and make
an online donation, visit
www.ihoppancakeday.com.
Note: For centuries, the
English have ‘flipped’ for
pancakes in celebration
of Shrove Tuesday, which
heralds the beginning of
fasting during Lent. Long ago,
strict rules prohibited the eating
of all dairy products during Lent
so pancakes were made to use up
the supply of eggs, milk, butter
and other dairy products . . . hence
the name Pancake Tuesday. While
IHOP’s National Pancake Day
typically takes place on Shrove
Tuesday, this year the company
will host its free pancake event on

Tuesday, February 23, extending the
fundraising window by one week to
maximize donations for Children’s
Miracle Network.
Editor’s Note: There are IHOP
restaurants located in the following
cities that are served by ThumbPrint
News: Bloomfield Hills, Roseville
and Royal Oak. Go to www.ihop.com
to find a location nearest to you.)

Imlay City Sugar Shack Lets Visitors See How Maple Syrup is Made
By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

For seventeen years now, Gerald Nelson and his family have been
producing some of the top maple syrup and maple syrup products out of
their sugar shack located at 1189 N. Blacks Corners Road in Imlay City,
Michigan. What started out as a hobby is now a business. His company,
Nelson’s Maple Syrup Products, produces products that are available in
local retail locations and farm markets near Imlay City and also online at
www.nelsonmapleproducts.com.

Producers of Quality Maple Syrup
Personalize our syrup containers for your clients, personnel,
friends & family. A perfect way for you or your business to
be remembered! Makes great gifts for weddings, baby & bridal
showers & many other special occasions. Our syrup makes a
great gift as it is an all natural food!

Gerald Nelson

1189 N. Blacks Corner Road
Imlay City, MI

• Decorative Glass for Great Gifts!
• Volume Size Containers for the
Connoisseur
• Personalized Gift Ideas for All
Occcasions
• Families & Groups Welcome
• Call Ahead for Our Schedule
(weather permitting)

810.724.0004 • 810.656.4078 • www.nelsonmapleproducts.com

Gerald first became
interested in making
maple syrup when
he was in elementary
school. His class at
Lum Elementary read a
book about the process
and his desire to make
some of his own began.
Reading how-to books
and working with a
neighbor who made
maple syrup later
helped him to master
Evaporator used to boil maple sap into maple syrup.
the technique.
The maple syrup season where Gerald lives starts approximately the
end of February and runs through the first week of April, if the weather
cooperates. He and his family have 38 acres on which about 450 maple trees
grow that are tapped to produce the tasty syrup. In a good year, they can
produce upwards of 300 gallons of syrup.
Gerald welcomes local school children during the season to view his
maple syrup making business. He feels that seeing the entire process, from
tapping the trees to the bottled end product helps them to gain an early
understanding of business and helps to keep an old-fashioned tradition alive.
Call Gerald at (810) 724-0004 to arrange a tour ahead of time.
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ABC

Let’s Talk Trash!
Richfield Management

Home & Commercial Services

Port Huron Transfer Station

Lock & Key Division

Drop off your load and get back on the road!

Let us bump-proof
your locks!

ABC’s senior locksmith has 15
years experience as a locksmith
and security consultant, 10 years
experience troubleshooting and
integrating existing access control
systems, stand alone systems and
biometrics. He is a specialist in
identifying and replacing obsolete
and hard to find replacement
parts. ABC also offers specialties
like hand made keys for antique
furniture, master keying, and
limited access keys. We offer
security consultations including
assessment of perimeter security
and upgrade recommendations.

ste
a
w
Why waiting
time line?
in

We respond 24-7 and will meet
you at your home to pick your
lock. No need to break
windows or door casings.

New Customers

$10.00 OFF
Must present coupon on day of payment

For all your waste removal needs

• Contractor • Commercial • Industrial • Residential - Household Curbside Service
Business - 2, 4, 6 and 8 yard dumpsters, Rental & Service

4132 Dove Road • Port Huron
Call (810) 364-6539
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Gun safe manufacturers strongly
recommend yearly safe maintenance.
ABC Lock & Key Division

Emergency Lockouts

Quick & Easy Dropoff & Unloading

Contractors & General Public Welcome!

ATTENTION HUNTERS:
can help ensure your
family’s safety.
• Test and inspect
combination
• Lubrication of all moving parts

We accept
clean,
recyclable
shingles,
compost,
brush and
miscellaneous
debris.

Richfield Management, LLC

10, 20, 30 yard roll off containers available for:

Remodeling projects, roofing, demolition waste, cleaning out your house, garage, shed and barns!

Flat Rate Dumpster Rentals - prices good through 2-28-10
Up To 8 Ton

10 Yard Can

275

$
A multiservice
company
that
you
can
trust

Up To 8 Ton

20 Yard Can

Up To 8 Ton

30 Yard Can

Up To 8 Ton

40 Yard Can

$
$
350
400
525
Get your motor running!
$

• Snow Blowers • Snow Mobiles • 4-Wheelers • Chainsaw Repair

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services Small Engine Repair
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township

810.794.5678

Evening & weekend
appointments available!
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dogs and commissioned paintings.
Persons interested in seeing the
David’s work or in commissioning
David for a special project can
see him at one of several area art
shows next summer, including the
Algonac Art Fair in September, or
can view his works on-line at www.
southpawstudio.com. David’s works
are also on display at the Alice
W. Moore Art Center in St. Clair,
located at 201 N. Riverside Ave. The
phone number there is (810) 3299576. David can also be reached at
his studio, Southpaw Studio, which
is located at 41240 Utica Road in
Sterling Heights. The phone number
for the studio is (586) 323-6464.

Wildlife Artist: Local Talent
Continued from Page 1

added an additional David Bollman
painting to my collection.
David’s artistic career began at
age 11 when, as a taxidermist, he
modeled and sculpted the animals
around the rural home in St. Clair
Shores where he grew up. This
intimate contact with wildlife was the
seed that grew into a lifelong career
representing Michigan animals,
not only in taxidermy pieces, but in
paintings, murals and in sculptures.
David’s creations have earned
him numerous awards and credits,
including, but not limited to, the
following:
• Michigan Duck Stamp winning
design
• Michigan Ducks Unlimited
Waterfowl Artist of the Year
• Blue Water Sport Fishing
Association Artist of the Year
from 1999 until present
• Saginaw Bay Waterfowl Festival
Featured Artist in 2006
• Midwest Annual Fish and Wildlife
Conference Featured Artist
• Numerous first place and best of
show awards at juried art shows
David’s work has also been
featured on the covers of many
well-known publications, including
Michigan Outdoor Digest and
Florida Wildlife Magazine. David
not only paints and sculpts our
Michigan wildlife, but also cares
about its’ welfare. He donates
much of his fine art to conservation
organizations and others interested
in the maintenance and protection of
our natural resources.

Tomorrow’s Hope features a young boy and his dog gazing out over a small lake at sunset as a flock
of Canadian geese fly overhead.

One of David’s favorite paintings
that he has done is entitled
Tomorrow’s Hope, which features a
young boy and his dog gazing out
over a small lake at sunset as a flock
of Canadian geese fly overhead.
David says the boy in the picture
represents himself as a youngster.
He is also fond of the paintings
he has done featuring pheasants.
(Personally, I love the way David
has incorporated real pheasant
feathers in the matting of some of
these paintings. It is that special
extra touch that makes his work
truly outstanding.)
When asking David for advice
for persons wishing to pursue a
career as an artist David had a
couple things to say. “Drawing
is the foundation of all artwork.
Always have a sketchbook with
you. Drawing improves the eye/

Wildlife Artist David Bollman with a sample of his taxidermy artwork.

hand coordination that is needed,”
advised David. Also, David suggests
going into the industrial design field,
which offers more opportunities
for financial rewards. “When I
started painting, money wasn’t a big
factor for me. But, today, it is very
hard to make a career as a painter.
Product design allows a person to
be creative, but also is a field where
money can be made,” says David.
In the past, David has done up
to 50 shows a year. Now he does
perhaps four or five. Today, David
continues to work from his studio
and on location in many different
artistic genres. However, his focus
lately has been on portraits of

Lil Shavers is one of many prints available at the
Southpaw Studio website www.southpawstudio.com.

The above painting, Boy and His Dog, is a commissioned painting by David Bollman. David custom
paints dogs with or without their owners.
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Your LOCAL Home Health Care Provider

Whatever conflict you face, we can help...

American Mediation & Foreclosure Services

Let us help you stay in your home!
• Community • Family • Foreclosure • Adult Guardianship
• Divorce • Marriage • Business • Victim/Offender

Serving Pediatrics & Adults
CHAP Accredited
Medicare/Medicaid Certified
BC/BS, PPOM Provider
Services Include:

call toll free

877-586-2515

Jane Lehman, Owner

810-333-3442
Fax 810-597-4159

e-mail: janelehman@hotmail.com

www.americanmediationandforeclosure.com

• Nurses • Therapists • Aides • Social Workers
• Nutritionists • Private Duty Services
3 to 24 hours per day

Harbor Health
Questions?

Home Health Care

430 S. Water, Marine City, MI
810.765.7144 • 888.418.2273
Email us at:
harborhealth1@att.net www.harborhealthservices.com
• Compassionate • Understanding • Comforting • Accommodating

Pro Shop

Full Service Pro Shop. Buy a bow or
cross bow, have it set up and tuned in
by our bow tech. Jobs, big or small, we
do them all. Arrows fletching or a loop
tied, maybe just an accessory to buy.
Let us help.

The Range

Full Quiver Archery has the largest
indoor archery range in Michigan.
90'x200' with a 27' peak. Our range can
provide up to a 65 yard shot and uses a
mix of Rinehart and McKenize targets.
Courses are appropriate yardage for
youth, hunters, advanced hunter and
open-class shooters.
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Bad Axe: Spotlight
Continued from Page 1

A post office named Bad Axe was
established on November 27, 1870,
with Charles E. Brown as the first
postmaster.
Bad Axe became the county
seat of Huron County in 1873
and land was immediately cleared
and a temporary courthouse
constructed. Construction of the
regular courthouse began in 1874
and was completed in 1875. Most
of the county was still forest and
until land was cleared, population
growth was slow. By 1880, Bad
Axe had a population of only 179
persons. During this same year, the
Methodist Church was organized
by an itinerant preacher and circuit
rider, John Bettes, who carried
a Bible and a hymn book in his
saddlebags. Many of the early
church leaders served also as leaders
of the community.
In 1881 Bad Axe suffered a severe
setback when a devastating fire
raged through the Thumb area of
Michigan. Only 14 buildings were
left standing in Bad Axe when the
fires subsided.
Development of the town
accelerated with the coming of the
first railroad in 1882. Bad Axe was
incorporated as a village in 1885,
with Septimus Irwin, the first settler,
as president. At that time there were
now 800 persons living in Bad Axe.
Finally, in 1905 Bad Axe became a
city.
In 1909 the legislature changed
the name of Bad Axe to Huron,

but the townspeople voted back its
original name.
Today the area is now a land
of agricultural abundance. Bad
Axe currently has just under
4000 residents and is the largest
city in Huron County and is the
commercial center for the upper
Thumb area.
An old axe-head that was
embedded in a small section of a
tree near the original Bad Axe Camp
and that is believed by some to be
the original Bad Axe axe is now
displayed in the Bad Axe Library.
Each summer Bad Axe hosts the
annual Hatchet Festival.
The Bad Axe Historical Society
operates and maintains three
museum sites in the city of Bad Axe.
One is the Allen House Museum
which was built in 1902 and was the
home of the town’s longest serving
mayor. There is also an exhibit
room dedicated to the 1950’s era
in Bad Axe. Another is the Pioneer
Log Village which has the largest
collection of authentically restored
pioneer log buildings in Michigan.
Each June, the Museum participates
in the state-wide Log Cabin Day.
Last is the Bad Axe Museum of
Local History, which is located
on the second floor of the old Bad
Axe city hall building and houses
area artifacts from the mid-to-late
19th century. For information about
the months and times that these
museums are open go to www.
thehchs.org.

Pioneer Log Village in Bad Axe has the largest collection of authentically restored pioneer log
buildings in Michigan.

Enjoying Winter Time with Books
for Children
By Sue Kulman
Children’s Programmer, Algonac-Clay Library

Snow Day! by Lester L. Laminack,
Illustrated by Adam Gustavson,
ISBN #9781561454181
What does every young child
hope for (parents and teachers too)
when the weatherman predicts lots
of snow? Will they be making
snowmen at home or carrying
books to school? Get your hot
chocolate ready as you read the
surprise ending to this chilly tale.

The Missing Mitten Mystery
by Steven Kellogg, ISBN
#9780142301920
Read a truly heart-warming story
about Annie and her dog, Oscar.
Annie has lost a red mitten – the
fifth one this winter! Follow Annie
and her vivid imagination as she
looks for yet another mitten and the
most unlikely spots it may be in.
You will also enjoy the wonderful
illustrations done in the classic
Kellogg style.
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Water:
Our
Precious
Resource
Water Purity at Home
By Jim LeGue
Guest Writer

Most of us consider our homes
as a place of security, our safe
haven for relaxation, rejuvenation
and healing, as well as a place
for happiness, entertainment and
growth. We work with pride to
restore and renovate this personal
space making it more appealing,
satisfying and fulfilling to us
and others. Some of our home
improvements are health related
such as removing carpet to reduce
toxins and allergens, adding a
humidifier for improved health in
the winter months, utilizing an air
purifier to clean the air we breathe,
or even adding plants to convert
carbon dioxide into oxygen. There
is also the growing awareness for
the safety and purity of the water
in our homes that we depend on for
cooking, drinking, bathing and so
many other purposes.
In order to live and function in
our homes we utilize three main
commodities: natural gas, electricity

and water. Water is the only one
that is used by our bodies, but like
electricity and gas we assume it
is provided to us in a form that
is clean, safe and ready to use.
Unfortunately, our water – whether
it be from a municipality or private
well – is labeled as “safe to drink”
under rather modest standards.
In general, water is only
tested to ensure that it is free of
bacteria and contains limited
and controlled amounts of a few
other contaminants like chlorine,
trihalomethanes (THMs), fluoride,
lead and copper. The water is
deemed acceptable to drink if these
toxins are below the maximum
allowed levels established by the
EPA. So your water most likely
contains some level of these
common contaminants, and possibly
detectable amounts of hundreds of
other toxins found in both city and
well water. Our own federal studies
have identified more than 700
organic compounds in U.S. drinking
water supplies. The problem at

home then, is that the human body
will readily absorb these toxins
when the water is consumed,
breathed as a vapor, or even when it
comes into contact with the skin.
The toxins found in our drinking
water do not just give the water
an objectionable taste or odor,
but they can bioaccumulate in the
body over time and be an eventual,
but major, cause for illness and
disease. Chlorine, for example,
can be cause for arteriosclerosis
(hardening of the arteries) as well
as cancer. THMs are carcinogens
that are created when chlorine and
chloramines (disinfectants) come
into contact with organic compounds
in the water. Hundreds of other
carcinogenic organic compounds
found in our waters are often
man-made contaminants such as
pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers and
manufacturing by-products. Although
said to be helpful in the prevention of
tooth decay, fluoride is a highly toxic
substance that, among other things,
is known to be a major contributor to

P ure N aturals W ater F iltration
www.centralpureh2o.com 888-855-PURE (7873)
sales@centralpureh2o.com | Anchorville, MI

Vac & Sew

Expires 2/28/10

Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Specializing in hard to find, name-brand vacuum
service & parts at affordable prices!

31265 23 Mile Road • New Baltimore • 586.598.8866 or 586.949.7340

• Affordable

• Eco-Friendly

Italian Cuisine • Waterfront Dining
6343 Dyke Road • Algonac

Full Menu and Specials
Available for
entaryls
m
i
l
p
Valentine’s Day! Comsotto Bal e
Ris Purchas
Daily Lunch Specials – $4.99
with entrees
Monday – Capri Burger w/French Fries
of 2With this ad.

Welcoming Oreck & All Brands of Vacuums & Sewing Machines!

ONlY Repair Shop Open 6 Days A Week!

Premium Water Services

Club Capri

The Best Vacuum & Sewing MachineRepair Pros in the Area!
COMMERCiAl • ANtiquE • NEW VACuuM SAlES

Editor’s Note: Jim LeGue is the
owner of Pure Naturals Water
Filtration, a St. Clair County-based
company specializing in healthy
and eco-friendly water treatment
solutions. For more information,
call (888) 855-7873.

• Residential / Light-Commercial
• Point-of-Use / Point-of-Entry Systems
• City, Well & Surface Water Treatment

• Convenient

Chesterfield

many forms of cancer, osteoporosis,
and calcification in the arteries,
joints and ligaments. Other inorganic
substances such as lead, mercury,
copper, aluminum, cadmium and
other heavy metals are all highly
toxic and extremely harmful to the
body and its processes.
By far, water is not the only
source of toxins in our life but
as the “universal solvent”, it is
very capable of dissolving many
contaminants and delivering them
to our body. Purifying your water is
probably the single best mechanism
for improved health and well-being.
Pure water will properly hydrate
your cells with toxin-free water,
cleanse your system of toxins
already present, and contribute to
improved health and vitality.

Your Hosts:
Nick Barone &
Rebecca

Tuesday – Warm Tuscan Salad
Wednesday – Pasta Di Capri
Thursday – Small 1 Topping Pizza
Friday – Fish & Chips

Exp.
3/1/10

Reservations & Carry Out Call 810.794.7431
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Pieces of Algonac/Clay Township History – the Cuthbertson Family
Submitted by The Algonac/Clay Township Historical Society

In June of 1936, on-lookers along
the shore of the St. Clair River could
well have thought that they were
seeing an apparition from over 440
years ago. Sailing silently through
the blue waters was Columbus’
Santa Maria. Only this ship was
actually the Santa Maria II, a replica
of the original, built by Andrew and
Tom Cuthbertson of Algonac.
The Cuthbertson ancestors first
settled in Algonac in the 1800s.
Andrew Cuthbertson, a descendant
of the original settlers, and his family
were a close, talented bunch who
gave much to the town over the years.
Andrew, his sons and his grandsons
all worked for the Chris Craft
Corporation in Algonac. From there,
they owned boat-related businesses.
During the Depression, Andrew
and Tom Cuthbertson decided to
build a replica of the Santa Maria,
which they called the Santa Maria II.
Taking three years to complete, it
was eventually launched in June of
1936. For the ten years following,
the ship made trips to Chatham,
Wallaceburg, Cleveland, Cedar
Point and even into Lake Huron.
The Santa Maria II was moored
at Gar Wood’s Basin in Pte. Du
Chene in Algonac. It was 48' long
and could carry 15 tons. The anchor
weighed 300 pounds. It was built
by hand of white oak that was felled
by the family. The sails, pulleys

and long tapering spars created by
Andrew and Tom allowed it to be
a sailing vessel, just as the original
Santa Maria was, but an engine
was also installed for emergencies.
In 1947 the ship was sold and was
sailed to its new home in Florida.
Andrew (known by his friends
as Choppie) was not content with
the Santa Maria II being his only
creation and went on to invent an
airship. The airship was 30' across
and 24' long and was made of
spruce covered with canvas. The
gasoline 16 hp engine weighed 51
pounds and drove a two-bladed
propeller made of whitewood.
Aboard the airship was a chair for
the pilot and a wheel to control the
rudder. This was quite an invention
for the early 1900s.
Three of the Cuthbertson sons
served their country during World
War II. Jack Cuthbertson was a
pilot of a Flying Fortress and,
after being shot down, became a
prisoner of war in Stalag Luft I. In
May of 1945, he was liberated and
returned to Algonac. Andy and Art
Cuthbertson served in the Aleutian
Islands fighting the Japanese. After
the U.S. victory there, Art became
a paratrooper for the rest of the war
and Andy served in the infantry in
the European Theater.
When the war ended, Andy and Art
returned to Algonac. Andy opened

The Santa Maria II on the St. Clair River in June, 1936.

a boat engine repair business and
the rest of the Cuthbertson family
remained in the area, giving their great
spirits and strengths to the community
and their own unique contributions
to the history of Algonac’s extensive
boat building industry.
Editor’s note: The Algonac/Clay
Township Historical Society Museum
is located at 1240 St. Clair River
Drive in Algonac. Although closed
for the winter, tours can be arranged
by appointment by calling (810)
794-3460 or (810) 794-9015. The

museum reopens in March and will
be open from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.
ThumbPrint News invites other
historical societies in the counties
covered by this newspaper to submit
articles of interest in regards to
the history of towns and people in
their area’s past for consideration
for publication in future editions.
It is the editor’s goal to have a
monthly columnist from each of the
counties. If interested, please email
thumbprintnews@comcast.net or
call (810) 794-2300.

Pilot House & River Grille
3136 Military, Port Huron • Great View • Great Food
Open All Year Round! Reservations Recommended.
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. • Friday & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. • Sun. Noon -8 p.m.

MOn. - Corned Beef & Cabbage, Pot. & Veg................. $10.95
Tues. - Sauteed Chicken Livers over Pasta ..................... $10.95
Wed. - Prime Rib - 8 Oz. ........................................................ $10.95
ThuRs. - Roast Tenderloin .................................................... $10.95
FRi. & sAT. - Prime Rib - 12 Oz. .......................................... $16.95
sun. - Roast Turkey & Stuffing ............................................ $10.95
Prime Rib - 8 Oz. ......................................................... $10.95

Valentine’s Day Special!

Chateaubriand Bouquetiere
$

55

Gourmet Limited Menu Available.

Happy Hour 2-6 • Longnecks $2 • Draft Beer $1.25

810.966.8449

Offer good through February, 2010
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The Valentine Card
By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

There’s one time each year that
presents a personal challenge for
me and it never seems to become
easier. It’s the 14th of February –
Valentine’s Day.
I find myself again standing
before the rows of cards featuring
little hearts with lace, winged
Cupids and poetic verse that never
seems to say what I feel. Somehow
I know there’s someone somewhere
affected by an over-abundance of
romanticism whose full-time job it
is to write these stanzas.
I am told that about one billion
Valentine cards are given each year
worldwide, making this single day
second only to Christmas for the
card-sending frenzy. I’m confident I
have contributed substantially to that
number, yet I’ remain befuddled. You
would think after all these years I
would have learned the art of finding
a card with a meaningful message.
Where did this occasion that de-

nothing here is going to enhance my
relationship with the woman I love.
In fact, it will be counter-effective
and will cost me dearly in the future.
I’d better move on.
Ah, here’s the area where I’m
sure I can find the right words for
the woman I have shared more than
one-half of my life with. Certainly
in one of the many cards that all
seem to begin with “To My Wife”
I should be able to find one that
transmits my true feelings. Well,
guess again. These have either been
written by people who have never
been married or wish they never
were. Unfortunately, most husbands
purchase these cards simply because
of the first three words on the cover.
As I move on down the row of
illustrated greetings I find myself in
the “Romantic” cards section. Now,
I ask myself, why did they separate
this section from the “Husband
and Wife” section? Maybe I’m not
supposed to be here, so I’m moving
on again.
Now I’m in the children’s section
with all the cards beginning with

“Be My Valentine.” Oh, I can
remember giving dozens of these
away in the second and third grades
of elementary school. Occasionally,
it would prompt a kiss on the cheek,
however, they’re not going to do the
job anymore. I’d better move on.
Oh, no, I’m in the “Pets
Valentine” section. Who would
ever consider giving Spot or Puff a
romantic message? Evidently many
do or this special grouping would
not exist.
I’m now as lost as I was when
I started at the other end of this
display of colored paper and
romantic verse. It gets more
discouraging each year.
How can I tell the woman I have
shared so much of my life with
just how much I love her? Where
will I find a way to explain to my
soul-mate how meaningful she has
been to me? How can I convey to
my very best friend that life is so
much more enjoyable with her in it?
Oh, well, I guess I’ll keep looking.
Certainly there’s a way.

it. But I am also this year my wife’s
Valentine.”
Most early Valentines were
handmade, as Samuel Pepys’
the festivities, young men would
was. Esther Howland was the first
randomly choose the name of a
person to make a business out of
young girl to be their date. When
creating Valentines. She received
Christianity arrived, the holiday
her first handmade Valentine from
was moved to February 14 and
England around 1847. It was
the focus turned to celebrating
elaborately decorated with lace and
the several early martyrs named
ornate flowers. She
Valentine. However,
excitedly showed it
the custom of
to all of her friends,
choosing a sweetheart
who also marveled
on this date remained
at the exquisite
and eventually spread
creation. Esther’s
throughout Europe
father, who was a
in the Middle Ages
stationer in Worcester,
and then to the early
Massachusetts and also
American colonies.
an astute business man,
The first
saw an opportunity.
documented
He imported Valentine
Valentine’s card is
cards from England and
usually attributed to
started to sell them in
Samuel Pepys (1679his store.
1703) who wrote
An early Esther Howland
Esther, also being an
about everyday life
Valentine
astute business woman,
during Charles II’s
decided to set up shop in their home
reign. In one of his writings he
states, “This morning came up to my and make cards of her own. She
employed her brother as a salesman
wife’s bedside…little Will Mercer
and sent him with her prototypes
to be her Valentine; and brought her
to various New England locations.
name writ upon blue paper in gold
When he returned, he had orders
letters done by himself very pretty,
for over $5000 worth of Valentines,
and we both were very pleased with

which was an
enormous amount
of money for the
time. In order to fill
all of the orders,
she employed
many of her
friends and set up
Esther Howland
an assembly line,
(1828-1904)
much as Henry
Ford did later when producing the
automobile.
In later years, Esther’s business
was purchased by the Whitney
Company and the production of
Valentines changed from being
hand-made to being mass-produced
by machine. However, the fine paper
lace valentines of Esther Howland
would never be matched by the new
method of production.
Today, the U.S. Greeting
Card Association estimates that
approximately one billion valentines
are sent each year worldwide,
making the day the second largest
card-sending holiday of the year,
behind Christmas. The association
also estimates that men spend twice
as much money on Valentine’s Day
cards as do women. In an average
year, Hallmark has over 1330
different cards specifically designed
for Valentine’s Day!

mands a display of my affection come
from anyway? And, why am I placed
in a situation year after year where I
must take the words penned by another and sign my name to them?
In my opinion, an annual
celebration requiring the exchange of
love notes certainly could not relate to
any of those early Christian martyrs
associated with the name Valentine.
It must have been created by some
love-sick romantic of the Middle
Ages who was attempting to attract
the attention of a fair damsel with
gifts of flowers, confectionery items
and, of course, those little written
memorandums offering poetic verse.
But, I digress and mine is not to
wonder why? Allow me to return to
the matter at hand; the selection of
a meaningful way to say how I feel.
Now, back to the numerous rows
of greeting cards with red, pink and
lavender trim.
Here I am in the section marked
“Humorous Valentine’s.” As I
read the offered verse I realize that

The First Valentine Card

By Louise Allen

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day, the holiday for
lovers, has roots that go back to
ancient times. Three hundred years
after the death of Jesus Christ, Roman
emperors still required their subjects
to believe in the Roman gods. One
legend tells that there was a Christian
priest named Valentine, who was in
prison for his beliefs. While there, he
reportedly cured the jailer’s daughter
of her blindness. Because this was
viewed as a miracle and because
of his Christian teachings, he was
scheduled to be beheaded. The night
before he was executed, he wrote
the young lady a farewell letter and
signed it “From Your Valentine.” He
was beheaded on February 14.
Another legend attributes the
beginnings of Valentine’s Day to
another person with the name of
Valentine. He was an Italian bishop
who lived around AD 200. Because
he secretly married couples,
contrary to the laws of the Roman
emperor, he was imprisoned and
later burned at the stake.
The ancient Romans celebrated
a spring festival in honor of a
goddess on February 15. During
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Special Money
Saving Offer for
Your Business!
Sending flowers is the perfect choice
for so many occasions everyday in
the workplace. Just a few might be:
1. To reward an employee for a job
well done.
2. To congratulate an employee on
a promotion.
3. To wish someone well who is
retiring or moving away.
4. To express sympathy for the loss
of a loved one.
5. To celebrate a birthday or other
special occasion.
6. To say “Thank You!”
7. For holiday gifting.
8. Just because.

At Foxfire Farm Floral Shop, we know that when
you entrust a florist with your order, you expect
on-time delivery, the freshest flowers and value for
your expenditure. We are committed to providing
all of these for you, plus being able to offer the
add-on services of personalized service and a
professional design staff.
Foxfire Farm would like to offer you a Special Business
Program that rewards you with 10% off each purchase
made. This is valid on all planters, fresh arrangements
in a vase or basket, balloon bouquets and gift baskets.
Foxfire Farm is located at 8061 Marsh Road in Clay
Township, Michigan, but with our extensive and
professional delivery system, we deliver seven days a
week to all of the following counties: St. Clair, Lapeer,
Genesee, Oakland, Sanilac and Macomb – for the
same low delivery charge. We are also members of
FTD, Teleflora and 1-800-Flowers to take care of your
nationwide orders.
In order to take advantage of this program, all you
need to do is give us a call at (810) 794-5108 or toll
free at (866) 794-5108 and we can set you up in just a
couple of minutes over the phone.
For holidays, don’t forget that Foxfire Farm also
does wonderful gift baskets – fruits, candies,
gourmet foods, gifts and more! We can customize
them to whatever your needs are – and they are
included in the Special Business Program!
Your employees can also take advantage of your
Special Business Program by calling us for all of their
floral needs once you have signed up your business.
The employees will only need to identify themselves
as an employee of your company to be able to
receive 5% off our in-store or online prices.
Ordering is easy, as you can access our website 24/7
at www.herbsandflowers.net or you can call (810)
794-5108 or toll free (866) 794-5108 seven days a
week. Sign up today!

Foxfire Farm Floral Shop
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township, MI
Toll Free 866-794-5108
www.herbsandflowers.net
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Hugs & Kisses
$
3495 + delivery

Victorian Garden
$
6495 + delivery

Tender Hearts
$
5695 + delivery

Love’s Divine
$
10995 + delivery

12 Red Roses
$
5995 + delivery

Warm
Someone’s
Heart!
teleflora®

Call Direct & Save • No Hidden Charges
Local, Statewide or Nationwide Delivery
Choose from a wide varity of arrangements online at

FREE DELIVERY! Place your order by 7:00 p.m. the day before delivery and reference code TPNFEB to receive free delivery . . . a $12 value! Place your order through
herbsandflowers.net or by phone at (866) 794-5108 to be eligible. Minimum order for this promotion is $39.99. We deliver to the following counties: Genesee, Lapeer,
Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair & Sanilac.
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ABC Septic Service - A Green Company Protecting Your Drinking Water

A division of ABC Home & Commercial Services, a multiservice company that you can trust!
• Tank Cleaning
• Repairs
• Installation
• Inspection
• Service Contacts
• Home
• Commercial
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810.794.5678
A septic tank is a holding tank that is designed to
accept the waste produced by a household (8001500 gallons average per tank depending on the tank
size). The liquid is the most important part of a tank
function. The liquid is energized with billions of rich
anaerobic (good) bacteria that live, breed and feed on
the solids that come into the tank from your home.
If a tank is pumped completely out, you are
removing all the good liquid, and in less than a week,
the tank will be filled again from standard household
use (shower, toilet, laundry, dishes, etc.). The state of
Michigan estimates that a person will use 60 gallons
per person per day. If a four person household uses
240 gallons a day multiplied by seven days, that
equals 1,640 gallons. A tank will, on average, fill
back up in less than one week. Only a small amount
of liquid goes to the field each day. The rest remains
constantly in the tank and holds the good anaerobic
bacteria that continually eat the solid waste.
If there is a problem with your system, it may
be one of five things for 95% of most gravity-fed
systems:
1) Blockage from the home to the inlet
2) Build up of solid material because anaerobic
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bacteria may have been killed off from
household chemicals (cleansers, bleach, etc.)
that may require more frequent removal
3) Blockage or broken baffle from the outlet to
the field
4) A plugged filter
5) The field
The field can become oversaturated due to heavy
rains or poor drainage, which can cause the tank to
fill back up as we are pumping it. This liquid needs
to be removed for proper tank function, which
will incur an additional charge. A normal working
system needs only the scum and solids removed
(that the anaerobic bacteria cannot consume),
but the option is up to the consumer. If pumped
completely, start-up bacteria should be used to
help jump-start the system again. This can take a
long time. A healthy system needs the billions of
bacteria to consume the solids entering the tank.
This keeps the tank function working properly.
Call ABC Septic Services at (810) 794-5678
during business hours. After hours, call 810-6148034 or 810-533-4003.

New Customers

$10.00 OFF

Must present coupon on day of payment

Clip & Save!
Emergency Phone Number for Septic
Problems After Normal Business Hours

810.614.8034
810.533.4003
24 Hours A Day/7 Days A Week

We are your U-HAUL Call Center!
8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township
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Call for all of your U-HAUL Needs!

866.794.5108

Are you moving? Call the U-Haul Center at Foxfire Farm and we’ll help you get started.
We can provide any size truck or trailer for your needs. We’ll make reservations for
you anywhere in the U.S. Across the street or across the country, we can help!
We also accept trucks from other U-Haul dealers when you are ready to turn one in.
If you have relatives or friends moving here from another state, let us take the truck
off your hands when you have it unpacked!

Local or
Nationwide!
We’ll make your
arrangements for you!
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Sponsored by the
Friends of the
Algonac-Clay Library

Show your love for your
local library by choosing a heart
in the denomination of your choice
during the month of February.
Hearts will be displayed
throughout the library.
Proceeds benefit library projects & programs.

St. Clair
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SEE WHAT ST. CLAIR COUNTY
BUSINESS HAS TO OFFER
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February 2010 Programs & Fund-raisers at the Algonac-Clay Library
By Sue Kulman
Assistant Librarian

• Wednesday, February 3 and 17 at 6:00 p.m. – River Strings of St. Clair
County performing at McRae’s Big River Grille.

Located at 2011 St. Clair River Drive in Algonac, the Algonac-Clay
Library offers a variety of programs for all ages. Listed below are a few of
the February events.

• Thursdays in February at 3:00 p.m. – Teen Time – Games, Cards,
Speedstacks and More! (Must be in 6th grade and up)

Open “Fun” House & Membership Drive will be hosted by the Friends
of the Algonac-Clay Library on Thursday, February 4 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Balloons for the Kids! Door Prizes! Refreshments! For all ages! Renew your
yearly membership or start out as a new friend! Yearly dues are $5 per person.

• Saturdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 at 1:00 p.m. – Knitting Circle

• Fridays, February 5, 12, 19, 26 at 10:00 a.m. – Home School Social
Group
• Mondays, February 8 and 22 at 4:00 p.m. – Paws to Read

February is “I LOVE MY LIBRARY!” month at the Algonac-Clay
Library (see ad above) and the biggest fund-raiser of the year for the Friends
of the Library. Donors can choose a heart in donations from $1 to $100. The
hearts will be displayed throughout the library all month long. Donations
are tax deductible. All proceeds benefit the Algonac-Clay Library and its
programs.

• Tuesday, February 9 at 6:00 p.m. – Past Lives: Digital Genies (for
amateur and experienced genealogists)

Other offerings:

• Saturday, February 13 at 11:00 a.m. – Speedstacks for Tweens and Teens

• Tuesday, February 2 at 6:00 p.m. – Free Garden Lecture “Bee Keeping”
with Lisa Sharrow.

• Tuesday, February 16 at 2:00 p.m. – Who Dunnit’ Book Club – Join
Today!

• Wednesday, February 10 at 7 p.m. – Book Party at McRae’s Big River
Grille. Book of the month: Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who
Touched the World.
• Thursday, February 11 at 6:00 p.m. – Kid Kreations – make a fun craft!
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Save Up to 50%
on Our Cartridges
Our full line of inkjet and laser toner cartridges provides
high quality printing at low prices. Rapid Reﬁll can
save you up to 50% over the cost of brand name cartridges.

Our Environmental
Commitment

We Make
Ordering Easy

At Rapid Reﬁll, recycling is real. In fact, it is at
the very center of what we do and who we are.

We offer easy ways for you to order all your
printing needs, so you never have to worry
about running out of ink again. Plus our
available FREE Pick-up and
Delivery for businesses
allows you to receive
your cartridges
quickly.

The ﬁrst Rapid Reﬁll ™ store was founded on
the idea that we could turn used, empty inkjet
and laser toner cartridges into useable products
for our customers, all while saving them money.
This was a great idea then and an even better
idea today. While our business has certainly
grown to many new products and services and
stores spanning across the country, our belief
in recycling is still put to work every day.

Print Quality
That’s Guaranteed
We guarantee commercial customer satisfaction with
our products. If you ﬁnd an inkjet or toner cartridge
purchased from us is unsatisfactory, please call us to
return it for an exchange within the ﬁrst 30 days of use.

Each Rapid Reﬁll store collects used, empty
inkjet and laser toner cartridges, saving them
from reaching landﬁlls. Many cartridges that
aren’t returned to companies like Rapid Reﬁll
for recycling end up incinerated or placed in
landﬁlls around the world — destroying a
large amount of fully reuseable product and
negatively impacting our environment.
Recycling is more than a slogan; as part of our
mission to promote environmental responsibility
Rapid Reﬁll stores use recycled materials
wherever possible. Our product retail slat
wall is made from recycled wood products,
the countertops are made from crushed
sunﬂower seed shells, and we use recycled
paper whenever possible.

Fax in your order – Simply fax your order to
our store at 810.385.9269.
Email us your order – With our email order
form you can type in your order and email it to
jan.rapidrefill@att.net.
Order over the phone – Just pick up the
phone and dial 810.385.9266 to
place your order.

4179 24th Avenue • Ft. Gratiot, MI
810.385.9266
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Lower Your Risk for
Diabetes and Heart Disease

(ARA) – During a typical day,
your blood pressure goes up and
down, and that’s healthy. For about
65 million Americans, however,
blood pressure remains high over
time. Are you one of them?
When you have high blood
pressure, your heart has to work too
hard. That can lead to heart disease
and stroke. You’re also at greater risk
for type 2 diabetes.
Here’s the problem – it can be
hard to tell that you have high
blood pressure. Why? There may
be no symptoms, even if your
blood pressure is dangerously high.
For this reason, it’s important to
have your blood pressure checked
regularly, whether by your doctor
or at a community health event.
Your blood pressure is normal if it’s
below 120/80 mm Hg.
Now for some good news: most
people can prevent or control high
blood pressure by making lifestyle
changes. And every little bit helps.
“Although you can’t do anything
about your family history or your
age, you have the power to change
most of the risk factors for high blood
pressure,” says James Galloway, MD,
a cardiologist and Assistant Surgeon
General with the U.S. Public Health
Service. “Start by making small
changes toward healthier eating,
increasing your physical activity and
weight control and over time you’ll
see your blood pressure go down and
your health improve.”
Here are six tips to help:
1. Try the Dietary Approaches to
Stop Hypertension (DASH) eating
plan. Studies show that you can lower
your blood pressure by eating a diet
low in saturated fat, cholesterol and
sugar and high in vegetables and fruit,
whole grains, fish and potassium. Visit
the Web site of the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute at www.
nhlbi.nih.gov and search for “DASH.”
Those who switched to DASH saw
their blood pressure drop in just the
first two weeks.
2. Go low-sodium. Most of us
take in between 3,000 and 4,000
milligrams of salt every day. But
the less salt in your diet, the lower
your blood pressure will be. Start
by seasoning with pepper or herbs

instead. Then try to cut out highsodium foods, including soups,
bacon, frozen dinners and restaurant
meals. Aim for no more than 1,500
milligrams daily.
3. Stay active. When you exercise,
you make your heart more efficient
and that lowers your blood pressure.
And don’t worry about going to the
gym – shoveling snow or walking is
just as effective. This week, why not
start with 10? Take a 10-minute walk
around the block each night after
dinner. Then continue to add one lap
per week until you’re walking briskly
for 30 minutes at a time, five days a
week. In as few as four weeks, your
heart will be stronger and your blood
pressure will go down.
4. Drop a few pounds. The heavier
you are, the harder your heart works,
and the higher your blood pressure.
However, eating right and staying
active can help you shed pounds.
This week, try to eat at home more
often. And why not take the stairs at
work rather than the elevator? Over
time, lose just 10 pounds to see a big
change in your blood pressure.
5. Quit smoking. Cigarettes raise
your blood pressure in at least three
ways. Nicotine replacement therapy
(NRT) can help you quit smoking.
Options include the nicotine patch,
gum, lozenge, inhaler or nasal spray.
For some, prescription medicines
are more effective than NRT in
reducing the craving for nicotine.
6. Consider blood-pressure
medication. Some of the most
commonly used blood-pressure
medications are beta blockers,
diuretics or “water pills,” ACE
inhibitors, ARBs and calcium
channel blockers. Which ones you
take, if any, will depend on your
blood pressure readings and other
factors such as cost and side effects.
To learn more about how
managing your blood pressure
can lower your risk for type 2
diabetes and heart disease, call the
American Diabetes Association
at 1-800-DIABETES (342-2383),
e-mail AskADA@diabetes.org or
visit www.CheckUpAmerica.org. Be
sure to ask for your copy of “What
You Need to Know: Managing High
Blood Pressure.”

Complete
Immediate
Cremation:

995

$

00

Urns Available
All Memorial and
Funeral Services Available
Alan R. Jowett, Owner and Manager

Funeral Home

and Cremation Service
1634 Lapeer Avenue at 17th Street
Port Huron, Michigan 48060

810.985.5123
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Help Wanted
Experienced florist for highvolume floral shop open seven
days a week. Need to be able
to make funeral arrangements,
corsages, every day arrangements
and holiday pieces. Only highly
motivated individuals need apply.
Room to grow into a management
position. Foxfire Farm Floral Shop,
8061 Marsh Rd., Clay Twp. (810)
794-5108. Salary based on
experience and discussed during
interview process.
Experienced salesperson
wanted for selling ads and
classifieds for ThumbPrint News.
Position requires both days on the
road and days in the office. Need
reliable transportation as person
that is hired will be using own
vehicle when on the road. Salary
and/or commission to be earned
will be discussed during interview
process. 8061½ Marsh Rd., Clay
Township. (810) 794-2300.
Part-time Graphic Design
position. Must have some
experience in In-Design, Quark
or Pagemaker. Salary based on
experience and will be discussed
during interview process. Must
fill out application in person at
ThumbPrint News, 8061 Marsh
Rd., Clay Twp. (810) 794-2300.

Your single source for corporate printing
of Business Documents, Marketing Materials
and Promotional Products.

P R I N T

M A N AG E M E NT

51145 Washington St. Suite D • New Baltimore, MI 48047
Ph: 586-273-3140 • Fax: 586-273-3143 • www.chooseRPM.com
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Up to 25 words for only

Add your business card to this page

.
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Wanted: Newspaper boys
or girls, twelve years and
older with parent’s consent for
the city of Algonac and Marine
City doing walking routes for
monthly publications. For more
information call (810) 794-2300.
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February 20 • 1:30-3:00 p.m.

ABC Portables
For your portapotty needs!

Available in ADA, Standard and Family Size Units!

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac • 810-794-5108
Join us at Foxfire Farm Country Store for an informative hour and half with a
veterinarian from Krause Veterinary Clinic in Armada who will answer petrelated questions from attendees. There will also be some AMAZING sales
on pet foods and pet-related products and gift items. The seminar is FREE,
but we do ask that attendees call ahead by February 17 to let us know if
they will be attending. Light refreshments will be served.

 Family Reunions  Weddings
 Community Events  Parties
 Graduation Parties

By the dayk
By the wee th
By the mon

810.794.5678
New Customers

$10.00 OFF
Must present coupon
on day of payment

Beekeeping
Classes
Starting
in Early
February
Benefits for keeping bees:
•
•
•

Produce your own honey
Pollenate your garden to
produce more
Enable your flowers to bloom
more and grow better

Blue Water Bait

Blue Water

BAIT
8089 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven
Michigan

Everything for the Fisherman

Call for details at 810-794-5678

Add your business card to this page

General
TAXSLAYERS Professional Income
Tax Services. Call today for an
appointment. (810) 794-5678.
MI ON SITE AUCTIONS LLC. Home
& small business auctions/
liquidation. Call for a free
consultation. (586) 447-6545.
www.mionsiteauctionsllc.com
riding lessons and horse
training. Michigan State
University trained. Please call
Dawn at (734) 790-0511.
IN-HOME PUPPY AND DOG
TRAINING. Sheep herding
lessons. 40+ years experience.
Develop the dog you always
wanted using fair communication
and positive reinforcement.
(586) 201-7232.
FIRE WOOD Face cord $50. Will
sell campfire bundles. Call Dean
at (810) 297-6270.

Misc. For Sale
yard broom: Parker Arlington
Model AS8636. Like new. $175 or
best offer. Call (586) 946-0085.
Two yard dump truck box,
for 1 ton pickup truck. Has
hydraulic pump and ram – no
motor. $250 or best offer. Call
Keith at (810) 614-8038.
1952 Ford Panel Truck,
restorable project. $1200 or best
offer. (810) 614-8038.
wanted: used diesel boat
engines. (810) 614-8038.
World War II jeep parts
wanted. Willys MB and Ford
GPW. (810) 614-8038.
EAT. PARTY. SHOP. Discover the
possibilities with Tastefully Simple.
Reorders, Parties, Recipes. Katie
Kodet, Independent Consultant.
(810) 824-8983. tastefullykatiek@
yahoo.com.
2001 FORD ESCORT ZX2.
Excellent condition, loaded: all
power, sun roof, 5 CD/AM/FM/
cassette plus SIRIUS radio. Brand
new winter tires, 35 MPG. $3900.
Located in Algonac. Call (248)
245-1016.
Treasure Chest Aquarium
stand – holds up to 40 gallon,
high aquarium. 5’x4’. $150 or
best offer. (810) 765-1169.
Solid Oak Antique Desk –
Child size. Good condition. $90.
(586) 321-1388.
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Thumb Area Activities & Events for February 2010
Imlay City - Feb. 23

If you have an activity or event in
March that you would like listed in
the March issue of ThumbPrint News,
please email it to ThumbPrintNews@
comcast.net by February 12, 2010.
There is no charge for the listing.

Editor’s note: Before traveling
beyond your home town to attend
any of these events, please call
ahead for any changes in dates or
times or for any cancellations.

Flint – Feb. 2

Cirque Dreams, The Whiting, 1241 E.
Kearsley St., 7:00 p.m. Illumination lights up
with ordinary characters performing extraordinary feats. Electric linemen walk wires,
trash collectors balance on cans, firemen leap
buildings and aerialists redefine romance in
the air. An international cast of over 20 artists
come to life in the City of Illumination to
an original urban score. For all ages. Tickets
from $23 to $53. For more information call
(810) 237-7333.

Flint – Feb. 11

“Ask the Lawyer” Community
Seminar, Flint Public Library, 1026 E.
Kearsley St., 6:00-7:30 p.m. Sponsored
by the Genesee County Bar Association,
this month’s topic is “Small Claims
Court.” Free legal advice seminar. Must
pre-register by calling (810) 232-6012 or
on-line at www.gcbalaw.org.

Greeting Card Workshop, Goodland
Branch Library, 2370 N. Van Dyke Rd.,
6:00-8:00 p.m. Please join our monthly
workshops! Learn unusual techniques as
you create stunning greeting cards. Stop
in to see samples of the amazing designs.
Fee, payable to the instructor, covers cost
of supplies, envelopes and embellishments.
Bring your scissors, paper trimmer, hole
punch and adhesive, if you have any. Preregistration is required. (810) 724-1970.

Richmond – Feb. 12-14

Winter and Ice Festival, participating
businesses in downtown Richmond.
Activities include children’s carnival with
games and more, Euchre Party Fundraiser,
art show, ice skating, entertainment, chili
cook-off, snow flurry scurry-scavenger hunt,
ice carving. “A Day At The Market” – St.
Augustine Catholic School Fundraiser
located at St. Augustine Parish Center on
Main Street (Feb. 13 from 10:00 a.m.-4:30
p.m.) offering crafts, food retail, business
vendors and gift items for your Valentine,
face painting and fun for kids. For vendor
information contact Barb at (586) 727-9062
or barbshuttleworth@gmail.com. For an
event schedule go to www.robn.org. Call the
Richmond Area Chamber of Commerce at
(586) 727-3266 for more information.

Mount Clemens – Feb. 19-21

Antique and Sport Card Show,
Gilbraltar Trade Show North, 237 North
River Rd, Fri. 12:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Sat.
and Sun. 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. A variety
of exhibitors that buy and sell sports
cards, non-sports cards, autographed
memorabilia, lithographs, action figures,
racing collectibles, supplies and much more
will be set up. Over 60,000 sq. ft. of show

area. Call (586) 465-6440.

Shelby Township – Feb. 20

Port Austin – Feb. 6

Wild Game Dinner, Port Austin Conservation Club, 895 Pointe Aux Barques Rd.,
5:30 p.m. Adults $15.00, children $7.00. To
reserve tickets, send a check payable to Port
Austin Conservation Club, P.O. Box 145,
Port Austin, MI 48467. For more information call (989) 738-8843.

Walk for Warmth, St. Therese of Lisieux,
48115 Schoenherr. Registration is at 9:00
a.m., walk begins at 10:00 a.m. This is an
annual event to raise funds and promote
awareness of the emergency needs of
low-income people. All funds stay in
Macomb County and are used to repair or
replace dangerous malfunctioning furnaces
and to prevent heat shut-off. Walk route is up
to three miles, continental breakfast and
lunch provided. Minimum pledge is $20 per
walker. For more information or a pledge
sheet call (586) 469-6999 or visit www.
macombcountymi.gov/mccsa.

Port Huron – Feb. 26

Troy – Feb. 11

Port Huron – Feb. 27

Daddy/Daughter Sweetheart Dance,
Troy Community Center, 3179 Livernois,
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Calling all dads and
their favorite gal, ages three and older, who
want to share a special evening of music,
dancing, pizza and refreshments, plus a
picture and a small gift that will
commemorate the occasion. If Dad can’t
attend, a grandfather, uncle, or big brother is
welcome. Dads with more than one
daughter are welcome to bring them all!
Registration is limited. Cost is $35 per
couple for residents, $40 for non-residents.
Additional daughters are $10 for residents,
$12 for non-residents. Call (248) 526-2655
for more information or to register.

Bloomfield Hills – Feb. 2

Master Gardener Society of Oakland
County General Meeting, Beautiful Sav-

International Symphony Association,
McMorran Auditorium, 701 McMorran
Blvd., 2:00 p.m. Performance will feature
violin virtuoso Caroline Goulding. For
ticket prices and other information, call
(810) 982-7828.

Walk for Warmth 2010 – Walkers
Needed. The Community Action Agency of
St. Clair County will be conducting its
annual fundraising event at the Council on
Aging Senior Center, 600 Grand River, Port
Huron. Registration is at 9:00 a.m., walk
begins at 9:30 a.m. Pledges collected go
towards assisting St. Clair County residents
with heat-related emergencies.The need this
year is overwhelming and we ask for your
help in making this a success. For pledge
sheets or more information, please contact
CAASCC at (810) 982-8541.

Lexington – Feb. 6 & 7
Port Huron – Feb. 4-26

Beatrice Thornton Student Art Exhibit,
St. Clair County Community College Fine
Arts Galleries, 323 Erie St., 8:00 a.m.-9:00
p.m. Monday through Friday and 11:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Saturday. Art work will
be on display from area elementary, middle
school and high school students. Call (810)
989-5709 for more information.

Marysville – Feb. 7

All You Can Eat Bacon, Egg and
Pancake Breakfast, Marysville Masonic
Lodge, 1569 Michigan Ave., 8:00 a.m.noon. Adults are $5.00, children 4 and
under are free. Call (586) 907-7125 for
more information.

4th Annual Lexington on Ice Winter
Festival, downtown area. Ice sculptures
by Sean O’Rourke, winter family
Olympics, sledding, pizza cook off at
the Lions Club, all you can eat for $6.00.
The event is sponsored by the Lexington
Business Association. Call (810) 3595800 for more information or visit www.
lexingtonmichigan.org.

Port Sanilac – Feb. 28

Classical Concert, Sanilac County Historic
Village and Museum, 228 S. Ridge St., 3:00
p.m. Concert takes place in the museum
church. Concert is an eclectic mix of strings,
piano and voice. Call (810) 622-9946 for
more information.

Port Huron – Feb. 8

Town Hall Series, McMorran Auditorium,
701 McMorran Blvd, 10:30 a.m. Lecture
will be by Jodi Picoult, the best-selling
author of 15 novels. Tickets are $35 and
subject to availability. Individual luncheon
tickets are $22 each. Profits go to local
charities. Call (810) 985-6166 for details.

Kimball – Feb. 13

2nd Annual Rock & Roll Dance
presented by the Marysville Knights of
Columbus at the corner of Ravenswood
and Range in Kimball, 7:00-11:00 p.m..
Live music by the VooDoo Doctors. Food,
beverages and door prizes are included.
Tickets are $25 per person (must be 21).
Call (810) 985-4670 or (810) 364-6800
for ticket information.

Kimball – Feb. 19

Otter Lake - Feb. 13

Valentine Book Sale & Cookie Buffet,
Otter Lake Library, 6361 Detroit St.,
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Call (810) 793-6300
for more information.

ior Lutheran Church, 5631 North Adams
Road, 6:30 p.m. Gary Eichen of Mike’s
Tree Surgeons will present a talk called
“How to Have a Healthy Lawn”. Meetings are free for Society Members. There
is a $3.00 guest fee. Call (248) 858-0902
for more information.

Blood Drive, 2:00-8:00 p.m. Sponsored
by the Marysville Knights of Columbus
#9526 at the corner of Ravenswood and
Range Roads in Kimball. Walk ins welcome.
For more information call (810) 364-6800.

Vassar – Feb. 7

Concert Series – Sentimental Journey,
Bullard Sanford Memorial Library, 520
W. Huron Ave., 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Step back in time to the great music of the
1930’s and 1940’s. Popular tunes from
the Big Band Era will be performed and a
vocalist will sing some of those delightful
lyrics. The concert is free and a reception
will follow to allow audience members
an opportunity to meet and chat with the
featured performers. Call (989) 823-2171.

Caro – Feb. 27

7th Annual Farm Collectibles and Toy
Show, the Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, 8:30
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. This event is sponsored by
The Thumb Area Old Engine and Tractor
Association of Michigan. Farm toys,
antiques, new and used parts and literature
will be available. Admission is a $2 donation
for adults, children 12 and under are free.
For more information call (989) 673-3430.
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The Language of Flowers
By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Since the beginning of time, flowers
have given much pleasure to persons
all over the world. Their beauty has
brought cheer when someone is ill
or when someone is mourning. They
have been used to congratulate people
for special achievements and as
remembrances for birthdays and other
holidays. Flowers have been used to
create moods.
Because flowers have been used
for so many different reasons,
emotions and occasions, it is no
wonder that people throughout
history have attached significant
meanings to the various types.
A particular “language” was
even established for the meaning
of flowers, which was called
“floriography.” This “language of
flowers” was particularly utilized
during the Victorian era.
During the Victorian period,
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One popular off-spring of the
language of flowers was the creation
of tussie-mussies. These were small
flowers decorated everything from
bouquets of flowers wrapped in a
clothing, jewelry, hair, home décor,
lace doily and tied with satin. The
china and stationery, just to name
combination of flowers used in the
a few. During courting rituals, a
arrangements would convey a secret
young man could either please or
message. The intrigue of
displease a young woman
creating tussie-mussies
by his choice of flowers.
was a popular pastime
Each flower conveyed
during the Victorian era.
a certain message and
Today, for those who
needed to be chosen
find expressing their
with great care so that
true feelings difficult
the message conveyed
to do with words, it
was truly the message
might be fun to choose
intended. There were even A Victorian Tussie-Mussie
appropriate flowers to
special dictionaries that
send instead. Of course,
were written during this
you will probably want to include
time period to aid in choosing the
an accompanying card that explains
correct flowers.
their meaning – unless you want to
For example, roses symbolized
keep the message a secret!
love, but each variety and color had
its own significance. Unfortunately,
Editor’s note: The ThumbPrint News
not every dictionary was the same,
Wordsearch this month highlights
so sometimes the sender and the
some of the more popular flowers
recipient perceived a different
that were used in tussie-mussies and
message!
their most common meanings.

Our professional
window washers
will clean your
windows inside
and out!
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Below are a small sampling of flowers and their meanings,
according to the Language of Flowers during the Victorian
Era. Only the flowers names will be found in the word
search above, not the meanings that are written in red.
aster – daintiness
lavender – devotion
forsythia – anticipation
violet – modesty
sage – great respect
cyclamen – resignation
and good-bye
bittersweet – truth
lupine – imagination
gardenia – purity
wintergreen – harmony
solidago – success
daffodil – chivalry
calla – magnificent beauty
pansy – merriment
gladioli – generosity
wisteria – welcome
tulip – perfect lover
daisy – innocence
carnation – fascination
peony – shame
hollyhock – fruitfulness
zinnia – lasting affection
veronica – fidelity
coreopsis – always cheerful
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23.

What Happened On This Day in History?
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

February
1.

On this day in 1978, Harriet
Tubman became the first black
woman honored on a U.S.
postage stamp.

2.

On this
day in 1882,
the Knights of
Columbus was
formed in New
Haven, Connecticut.

3.

On this day in 1690,
the first paper money in
America was issued (colony of
Massachusetts).

4.

On this day in 1938, Hitler
seized control of the German
army and put Nazis in key
posts.

5.

On this day in 1861, the
first moving picture peep show
machine was patented by
Samuel Goodale.

6.

On this day in
1865, Robert E.
Lee was appointed
Confederate
General in Chief.

7.

On this day in
1940, Walt Disney’s
movie, “Pinocchio,”
premiered in New
York City.

8.

On this day in
1910, the Boy Scouts
of America was
incorporated and chartered.

9.
10.

On this day in 1963, the first
flight of a Boeing 727 jet took
place.
On this day in 1870,
the YWCA (Young Women’s
Christian Association) was
formed in New York City.

11.
12.

On this day in 1809, Robert
Fulton patented the steamboat.

On this day in 1879, the
first artificial ice rink in North
America premiered in Madison
Square Garden in New York City.

13.

15.
16.
17.
18.

On this day in 1804, New
Jersey became the last northern
state to abolish slavery.
On this day in 1878, the
silver dollar became U.S. legal
tender.

On this day in 1867, the
first ship passed through the
Suez Canal.
On this
day in 1885,
Mark Twain’s
Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn,
was published.

19.
20.
21.

On this day in 1913, the
first prize was inserted into a
Cracker Jack box.
On this day in 1887, the first
minor league baseball association
was organized in Pittsburgh.

On this day in
1866, Jesse James held
up his first bank in
Liberty, Missouri and
nets $15,000.
On this day in 1912,
Arizona was admitted to the
Union as the 48th state.

On this day in 1854, the
first meeting of the Republican
Party took place (in Michigan).

22.

ABC Home & Commercial Services
Heating Division

a multiservice company that you can trust

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

On this day in 0303 the
first official Roman edict for persecution of Christians was issued.
On this day in 1791,
the first Bank of the U.S. was
chartered.
On this day in 1869, the
15th Amendment guaranteeing the
right to vote was sent to the states.
On this day in 1967,
Pink Floyd released their 1st
single “Arnold Layne”.

On this
day in 1885,
the Washington
Monument was
dedicated in
Washington D.C.

14.

On this day in 1954, the
first mass inoculation with the
Salk vaccine for polio took place
(in Pittsburgh).

On this day in 1692, the
Salem witch hunt began.
On this day in 1956,
President Eisenhower announced
he would seek a second term.

Want to be seen
by more than

40,000
people?

ThumbPrint News can make
that happen! Our advertising
rates start as low as $55 for
a business card ad.

810.794.2300

Furnace
Inspection
& Cleaning
See Our Ad on
Page 29

email: abcbees@comcast.net
Web site: www.abcbees.com

* Age 65 and older
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Emergency Service
Numbers!

ABC Home & Commercial Services
Furnace Heating & Cooling Division
Air Conditioning

a multiservice
company that you
can trust
Inspection
&
Inspection
&
Cleaning
Cleaning

Furnace Inspection & Cleaning

$ 89.00
New
Customer
-$ 10.00 Discount

Includes:

• Check and clean all
motors
(oil as needed)
• Check heat exchanger
• Check burners
• Check all electrical
components and
thermostat
• Check safety and
limit controls for
proper operation
per manufacturer’s
specifications

* Parts and filters not included

Why should you have your furnace inspected?

$ 89.00
-$ 10.00

That is a question we get asked a lot. A furnace, just like
your car, needs to be maintained. If you notice the gas
gauge in your car going down faster then it did when
it was new, you would tune it up. Your furnace,
New just like
your car, needs the same attention. As your furnace gets
Customer
used, it gets dirty, burners get restricted
and do not mix
Discount
the air and fuel the way it should. Debris
starts to build
up on the blower wheel causing less airflow over the
heat exchanger. It gets hotter, causing it to crack. When
your furnace is made at the factory, it is adjusted to a
predetermined set point. If the installer has not been
trained properly to do all of the necessary adjustments,
the new furnace you just had installed may actually cost
you more to operate then your old furnace. A furnace is
only as good as the technician installing it. Keeping your
furnace and air conditioner properly maintained will
greatly reduce your energy costs.

24-hour Service!
No Overtime Charges!

810.420.2112
810.614.8034
810.533.4003
Clip and Save These Emergency Numbers!

We service all makes and
models of heating and
cooling equipment –
residential and commercial.
Our service rates are $65 an
hour (one hour minimum).

Ask Ab
o
Our Se ut
n
Discou ior
nts!

Call
810.794.5678
email us at abcbees@comcast.net or visit us on the web at www.abcbees.com

Inside General Services Special

69

$
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ThumbPrint News Contest
Each month,
ThumbPrint
News will
be printing a
photo of an
object or a
place for our readers to identify. If you
think you know the answer, email us
at thumbprintnews@comcast.net and
put “Contest” in the subject line. All
correct answers received by the 15th
of the month will be entered into a
drawing for a $25.00 gift certificate
to Foxfire Farm Country Store at
8061 Marsh Road in Clay Township.
The winner will be announced in the
March edition as well as information
about the object. The photo above is
of last month’s object. The winner is
Ruth Ann Wuschack of Macomb who
correctly identified the item as a tap
used in collecting sap from a sugar
maple tree to make maple syrup. The
tap is pounded into the bark of the
tree and a bucket is hung from the
hook to collect the sap that runs out
through the hollow interior of the tap.

This month we are asking the
question, “What is it?” Identify the
object(s) in the photo below. Send
an email to thumbprintnews@
comcast.net if you think you know
what this object is. Be sure to
include your name, address and
phone number in case you are the
winner of the random drawing for
a gift certificate to Foxfire Farm
Country Store. Good luck!

ABC Home & Commercial Services

Interior Painting &
Staining Division

Any size job!
•
•
•
•

Custom Painting
Drywall Repairs
Texture Matching
Water Damage
Repair

EstatE Planning & PrEsErvation

1-888-655-7879

Looking for a safe, guaranteed rate?
Call Jeff Kodet today.Your concerns
are his concerns. Let Jeff help you
reach your retirement goals with
honesty and integrity.
Estate Planning & Preservation, Inc.
Jeff Kodet
1-888-655-7879

www.estateplanningandpreservation.com
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Thanks for the Memories

By Christine Ryan Sass
Guest Writer from Marysville

My parents like to reminisce
more the older they get. It’s fun to
listen to them. What one doesn’t
remember, the other will attempt
to fill in the blanks. I try to get
every detail down on paper. These
memories are too precious to lose,
not just for myself, but for my
children as well.
According to my parents, the cool
spot to hang out in summer time in
the late 1940s was the dance hall in
Lakeport. This was a huge building
that featured live bands on Saturday
evenings. Mom was in high school,
Dad a bit older. Young people came
from all over the area, mostly in

groups of boys or girls.
One of Mom’s girlfriends would
get their older brother to drive them
to the festivities. If the brother
balked at the prospect of taking a
car full of gabbing girls all the way
to Lakeport, the friend would then
go to a higher power – their Mom –
who would “convince” the resisting
brother to chauffeur. Mom would
be picked up around 7:00 p.m. on
a Saturday night from her home in
Emmett. They would take M-19
to the old Brockway Hotel where
they would motor on to Avoca
and Beard’s Hills and wind up on
Lakeshore Road going north.
The place was always packed.
Mom remembers the guys

standing around in groups smoking
cigarettes, probably getting up the
nerve to ask some cutie to dance.
There was no alcohol served,
although some of the guys would
imbibe a few on the sly from a stash
they had hidden in their cars. The
girls dressed to the nines, wearing
skirts or dresses, never slacks.
Before heading home, they would
make their way down the lake
shore to Port Huron for a burger at
the Talk of The Town Restaurant
which was on the corner of Huron
and McMorran Boulevards. At
that time, City Hall was where
McMorran now stands. Mom
had a strict curfew of 1:00 a.m. If
she was late, she would be in big

trouble with her dad. The direst of
consequences would occur, such
as not getting to see my Dad play
baseball the next day in Peck!
Mom and Dad go back in time
together like it was all just yesterday
and I love going along for the ride.
Thanks for the memories!
Editor’s note: If you or someone
you know has memories of people,
places and events in the past in the
Thumb area of Michigan, please
submit your stories and photos for
consideration in future editions
of ThumbPrint News! These can
be emailed to: thumbprintnews@
comcast.net.

Get All The Money You Are
Entitled To
By Cindy Redmann
Tax Consultant

Even if you are not required to file
income taxes, you may be entitled to
Michigan tax credits. A lot of people
overlook this money; many low
income and senior citizens qualify for
these credits! The Michigan Property
Tax credit could put up to $1200 in your pocket. Even
though the form says property tax, renters can qualify, as
can people who live in manufactured homes.
The Michigan Home Heating credit has income ceilings,
but could add some extra cash. You could possibly qualify
even if heat is included in your rent.
If you file only a Michigan Property Tax Credit or a Home
Heating Credit your income tax preparation fee is only $15 to
$25. This special fee applies to those who are not required to file
a Federal or Michigan return. Please call to see if you qualify.
You may not be required to file a return based on income
requirements, but should file to get a refund of income tax
withheld. That is why we are offering a special price for
dependent returns of $50. So if we do your return and your
son or daughter is claimed on your return, we can file their
taxes for $50. You should also file a return if you qualify for
any of the refundable credits: 1) Making Work Pay credit,
2) Earned Income Credit, 3) Additional Child tax credit, 4)
First-time Homebuyer credit (and others).
Let me tell you a little about myself and my qualifications. I
have 16 years experience professionally preparing tax returns. I
have been studying tax law for 25 years. I have at least 450 hours
of Continuing Professional Education. That is not including all
the hours of tax update training. Save yourself some time and
frustration – let a professional do your tax return!
Do not miss any deductions or credits you may qualify for!
There are lots of new tax law changes! Do you know them
all? I DO! I am sure everyone could use some extra money in
theses hard times! Our fees start at $79.95 to do your Federal
and Michigan return. Call Cindy to schedule your appointment
at (810) 794-5678. Questions are answered free of charge.

TaxSlayers

Professional Income Tax Services
Including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Home Ownership
Home Foreclosure
Health Care Expenses
Retirement Income
Small Business
Military
Stock Options
Self-employed

Call today
for an
appointment!

810.794.5678
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township
Business Hours:
Monday, Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday, Friday 12 p.m.-8 p.m.
Sat. 12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Other appointment times available.
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February is National Pet Dental Health Month
As with people, regular dental
care to prevent periodontal disease
is important to the health of your
pet. The American Veterinary Dental Society (AVDS) estimates that
80% of dogs and 70% of cats show
signs of oral and dental disease by
age three. Routine veterinary dental
examinations are a key part of a
pet’s overall healthcare.
Periodontal disease begins with
a minor inflammation of the gums
due to the formation of plague. As
plague continues to build up and
harden, tartar forms. The buildup
of tartar causes recession of the
gums and supporting bone that
leads to the loosening of teeth.
Loose teeth will eventually fall out
or require extraction. Periodontal
disease can affect more than just
your pet’s teeth and gums. Bacteria

can enter the bloodstream through
inflamed gums and attack the heart,
liver and kidneys, potentially causing
serious health problems.
Symptoms of poor oral health
include:
• Persistently bad breath
• Bleeding, inflamed or receded
gums
• Yellow and brown tartar buildup
along the gum line
• Loss of appetite or a change in
eating habits
• Pawing and sensitivity of the
mouth
• Lethargy
Dental disease can cause gum
recession that causes teeth to become
loose. Dental disease rarely results in
cavities for dogs although teeth can
become abscessed and, in cats, enamel
erosion at the gum line can occur. In
these cases, your veterinarian will
determine if the tooth can be saved or
if the tooth needs to be extracted.
Your pet’s dental cleaning will be
performed under an anesthetic to

51180 Washington St.
Corner of Washington
& Green St. (23 Mile Rd.)
New Baltimore, Michigan

586-725-8800
Winter Special!
$

1000
OFF
Any Complete

Kitchen Or Bath

$5,000 Minimum purchase required.
Just present at time of order.
Not valid with other offers.
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Granite
Countertops
$
95

Licensed
& Insured

allow your veterinarian full access
to the patient’s mouth in order to
assess your pet’s dental health. If a
tooth is severely loose or has been
cracked or chipped and cannot be
saved, your veterinarian will perform
an extraction. The dental procedure
consists of removing plaque and
tartar from teeth and from under
the gums using sonic, ultrasonic,
and hand scaling. The teeth are then
polished and fluoride is applied
to help protect the teeth between
dental cleanings. In cases where
there are deep pockets next to the
teeth, a material of slow absorbing
antibiotic may be applied to help heal
the pockets and save the teeth. An
additional protective sealant can
be applied to help prevent plaque
buildup between cleanings.
The good news is that pet
owners can reduce the risk of
oral disease by following these
recommendations:
Step 1: Make sure your
pet receives routine physical

2005 Chevy Cobalt LT

8,988

$

4-Dr., Low Miles

2008 Pontiac G6 GT
4-Dr., Loaded, Sharp

11,988

$

2008 Chevy HHR LS
Auto, Air

Sale!

10,788

$

2004 Pontiac Montana

29
INSTALLED
per sq. ft.

Featuring:
Lafata Cabinetry
14 Colors to Choose From
and Kohler,
WITH ANY COMPLETE KITCHEN.
Delta &
Must present at time of order. Not valid w/other offers.
Exp. 3/1/10
Moen Fixtures

7,988

$

Low Miles

1999 VW New Beetle
Moonroof, Leather, Auto

4,988

$

examinations including a dental
exam a minimum of once every 12
months.
Step 2: Practice a regular dental
care regimen at home that includes
brushing your pet’s teeth with a
specially formulated toothpaste
for pets to reduce plaque and tartar
buildup between cleanings.
Step 3: Based on your
veterinarian’s recommendation,
schedule regular dental cleanings
to remove plaque, stain and tartar.
Step 4: Ask your veterinarian
about specialty foods that are
formulated to remove plaque and
tartar as your pet chews.

1997 Chevy Lumina

2,888

$

V6, Auto, Air, Clean

1999 Plymouth Voyager

4,988

$

3.3 V6, Low Miles

2000 Kia Sportage

4,988

$

4-Dr., 4x4, Auto

2000 Chevy S-10

Reg. Cab, 4-Cyl.,
Auto, Flareside

$

3,988

2003 Chevy Ext. Cab
Z-71, Low Mile, Sharp

13,988

$

FREE
ESTIMATES
Save Up

to

• Auto Repair • Brakes • Front End Alignments • Air Conditioning
• Exhaust & Custom • Shocks & Struts • Tune Ups • Tires

REFA
YOUR C CING
ABINET
S!

The area’s oldest & largest muffler shop!
In this location for 30 years!

50%

by

New Cabinets • Cabinet Refacing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile
Siding & Windows • Granite • Corian & Laminate Countertops
Visit Our Showroom in Macomb County • Over 30 Years of Experience
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BILL MACDONALD FORD
20102010
Ford
Escape
XLS 4X4
2010
Ford
Escape
XLS
4X4
Ford
Escape
XLS
4X4
stk #A6188

stk #A6188
stk #A6188

OVER 28 OVER 28
OVER 28
OTHERS AT
OTHERS
OTHERS
AT AT
SIMILAR
SIMILAR
SAVINGSSIMILAR
SAVINGS
SAVINGS
A/Z Plan w/pin, Lease
loyalty. Plus tax, title and
plate. O.A.C. offer good
until 2-10-10.

$
52
MSRP $24,235MSRPA-PLAN
22
,536
$
52
$
$24,235 A-PLAN
A-PLAN
52
22,536
MSRP $24,235
22,536
$
52
, $ $
52 52
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BUY BUY
NOW!!
19 036
BUY
NOW!!
036
NOW!!
1919
036

2010 Ford F-150 Supercab 4x4

FREE

24 month FMCC lease

Remote Start
with purchase
of any new or
used car or
truck!
$375 Value



























Geri’s
Gift
Boutique
There’s Always Something New at Geri’s!
Tea Parties!
Tea Room:
$10 & $15 per person
Includes Tea, Dessert,
and/or Sandwich

Party Room Rental:
$75 for two hours
Call ahead for reservations.

Dont’ forget your sweetheart
on Valentine’s Day!

• Collectibles
• Webkinz
• Jewelry
• Much, Much More!
• Handmade Items

35914 Green Street • New Baltimore

586.725.0881

Hours: M, W, F 10 a.m.-6 p.m. T/Th. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed Sunday

stk #6173

ONLY $34301

per
mo.

A/Z Plan w/pin, 10,500 miles per year, $1999.59 cust. cash due at signing. Lease loyalty.
Plus tax, title and plate. All rebates to dealer, O.A.C. offer good until 3-31-10.

BILL MACDONALD FORD
St. CLAIR
HOuRS:
810-329-6601 Mon., Thurs. 9-8 pm
Wed., Fri. 9-6 pm
1200 S. Carney Tues.,
Sat. 10-2 pm
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2003 Dodge Intrepid ES Only 80,000 Miles, Extra Clean $ 5,995
2005 Buick Rendevous All Wheel Drive, Loaded & Sharp $ 9,495
$
13,995
2006 Cadillac DTS Black Beauty, Like New
$
9,995
2005 Chevy Equinox LT Leather, Power Moon, Sharp
$
8,995
2006 Chevy Monte Carlo LT Like New
2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser Limited, Leather, Moon, Like New $ 5,695
$
9,995
2005 Dodge Dakota ST Extra Cab, 4x4
$
10,995
2008 Ford Focus SE 4-Door, Great Economy, Great Price
2008 Ford Fusion SE Only 19,000 Miles, Factory Bumper to Bumper $14,695

6242 King Road • Marine City, MI

810.765.3100
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Leonard Karadimas, DO
Timothy Lukas, MD
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeons.

Your Sports Medicine Specialists!

Port Huron 810.985.4300

advancedorthopedics.com

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Computer
Repair

Division

Our Rates for Computer Repair

The Computer Repair Division of ABC Home & Commercial Services
offers a variety of services at reasonable rates. We service all PCs,
laptops and desktops, our facility or yours. Below are some of the
services we offer.
Spyware/virus removal
Scan suspected machine for threats to your security

Security and performance check
Antivirus/antispyware install or update
Tune up system/speed up system
Internet security settings check (pop-ups/phishing)
Computer Tune-up – recover lost speed due to running programs, etc.

Networking
Wireless or wired computer

Configure Email
Printer installation, troubleshooting or cleaning
Data Backup or Transfer
Using customer supplied device unless on CD/DVD

Software Installation

Software Problem Troubleshooting
Hardware Installation
Hardware Troubleshooting
Operating System Installation
From scratch (customer required to provide software licenses)

Computer Cleaning
Alone or included included with other services

Technology or Networking Consultation
Ask us your toughest questions

Custom-built laptop and desktop systems
Based on required specifications for machine

Initial On-Site Computer Set-up
Computer Pick up and Drop off: No charge within 5 mile radius
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Country
Country
Crossing
8004 Marine City Highway
Crossing

Northwest Corner of Palms Road
(Inside
the Marathon
Station)
8004
Marine
City Highway
Northwest Corner
Palms Road
586.725.9090
or of
586.725.9191
(Inside the Friday
Marathon
Monday-Thursday
& Saturday Station)
Sunday

ORCHARD
ORCHARD
Food
Store
7504 Starville
Food
Store
(Corner of Starville & Shea)

7504 Starville

(Corner810.765.0693
of Starville & Shea)

5:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m-9:00 p.m.

Monday-Thursday
5:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Monday-Thursday
Friday & Saturday
Sunday
5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 2-Liter
5:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m-9:00 p.m.

Monday-Thursday
5:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

586.725.9090
5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.

586.725.9191

or

Pepsi or
Vernors

99

¢

+ deposit

expires 2/28/10

3
$
99
38

2

Friday & Saturday
Sunday
5:00 a.m.-11:00
p.m.
8:00
a.m-9:00
Medium Roundp.m.

. . . . . . . Pack

Two-Topping

Pizzas

. . . . Carton

expires 2/28/10

30-Pack Cans

®

24-Pack Cans

810.765.0693

USA Gold
Cigarettes

$ 99

Friday & Saturday
Sunday
5:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m-9:00 p.m.

Budweiser

Milwaukee’s
Best
Busch Beer
30-Pack Cans

15
We
Deliver Beer •13
Wine • Cigarettes13
• Liquor

$

99

+ tax &
deposit

$

99

+ tax &
deposit

No Personal Checks Accepted

$

99

+ tax &
deposit

We Deliver Beer • Wine • Cigarettes • Liquor

SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Quitting smoking now greatly reduces serious
risks toChecks
your health.
Underage sales prohibited.
No Personal
Accepted
SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Quitting smoking now greatly reduces serious
risks to your health. Underage sales prohibited.
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C Discover new products and services C Find the best resources in remodeling, landscaping and design services

C All exhibits are under one roof C Compare prices and save C Speak with experts C Get great ideas!
• Builders • Plumbers • Remodelers • Carpet Cleaners • Roofers
• Landscapers & Designers • Lawn Equipment • Carpenters
• Patio Furnishings • Grills & Accessories • Aluminum Siding

Friday, March 12 from 5:00-9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 13 from 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 14 from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Admission charge is $2.00, children under 12 are free.
Representatives from a wide range of local businesses
in the home improvement and landscaping trade will
have booths set up showcasing and promoting their
products and services and will be offering special
deals and/or coupons. It will be a great chance to start
thinking about spring and the projects you would like
to get completed.

Inside! Heated! 8,500 sq. ft. Display Area!

8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township

810.794.2300

Attention

Business Owners & Contractors
Booth space is selling fast! Space is limited.
This is a great opportunity to show off your
merchandise and talents! Don’t wait to reserve
your spot! Call (810) 794-2300 to reserve
space now! Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com
for exhibitor rates.

