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Lake Claims Early Settlement
By David Odziana

Conger spent his younger years studying to be a lawyer in
Ohio, and following his graduation, he built a successful law
practice in Cleveland. It’s not perfectly clear exactly why
he up and left his business to come to Michigan, but it is
believed he first spotted his oasis while surveying Lake St.
Clair for the government. In 1835, Conger traveled to the
mouth of the Clinton River, and as soon as he laid eyes on the

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

As settlers began flocking to inhabit the vast wilderness of
Michigan, James Conger had a dream to build a town near the
mouth of the Clinton River that would be within a travelable
distance to Detroit – it wasn’t long before he would experience
the major downfall of living too close to the water.
Conger’s vision was the same as nearly all early pioneers,
to set out for uninhabited land with the hope they would find
the perfect location to start their own settlement that would
eventually overshadow some of the largest cities – in this case,
James had his sights set high, wanting his town to exceed the
success of Mount Clemens and eventually compete with Detroit.
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There are numerous
stories of hauntings
and unexplainable
phenomenon reported
all over Michigan –
while many are often
nothing more than
folklore, one legend
reveals itself to nearly
every onlooker that
ventures out in the dead of the night in the hopes of catching a
glimpse of it.
Strange occurrences include everything from Michigan’s
famous Dogman, to hills that make cars roll against gravity, and
while many of these have a reasonable explanation, there is no
denying the legend known as the Paulding Lights exists – exactly

See HARRISON TWP. Page 18

what causes the anomaly is
not so clear. In the Upper
Peninsula, just outside the
town of Watersmeet, the
mysterious light has been
witnessed for many years,
but how far back in history
the sightings go is another
fact surrounded by a great
deal of uncertainty. It is
said the Native Americans
that occupied the land
hundreds of years ago told
tales of a mysterious light at a time when only foot trails
marked the landscape, while others insist the first official
documentation took place in 1966, when it was observed by a
group of teenagers, who reported it to the sheriff.
Word of what the teens saw spread like wildfire, and people
from all over began flocking to the woods, hoping to see it

See MYSTERIOUS Page 5
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WATER-LESS-ON

In the midst of this year's January thaw with all of its glorious muddiness in rural St. Clair County, Michigan, my family and
I had the pleasure of learning to conserve water. This forced learning was put upon us when our well pump quit. What does
this mean besides the fact that our house has zero, zip, zilch running water? Commence lesson.
This being our first experience with a well, we were essentially clueless on how to proceed with the needed repair, other
than calling a well-digging company. With my husband in construction, the uncertainty of who to call was a burden removed.
However, the mild weather delayed the repair until the ground hardened enough for the truck to drive the 750 feet over the yard
and through the woods to get to the darn thing.
Next came the acquisition of water for drinking, cooking, etc. Easy enough, go to the grocery and buy several jugs filled
with purified water, or call on friends and family to supply you with jugs and water. Either way, you're going to be hauling jug
after jug. (Estimates show the average adult uses 80 - 100 gallons of water per day.) No way was I hauling that much in one
jug at a time!
ThumbPrint News is a monthly
This hauled-in, purified water can be used for flushing, but if you have a pond, grab a bucket and use that. Or, as in my
publication provided free to our
case with no pond, we utilized the water that was puddled in the yard. This method works fine as long as you have knee-high,
readers online and is distributed to
waterproof boots to wade through the puddles and ditches. Keep in mind the ol' camping rule for flushing in a water shortage –
prime locations throughout the Thumb
"if it's yellow let it mellow, if it's brown flush it down".
area. We encourage our readers to
With the return of freezing temperatures, as is bound to happen mid-winter in Michigan, the standing water froze, and
support the advertisers who made
we could no longer harvest it for toilet consumption, so an alternate method had to be pursued. Our alternate method was,
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
thankfully, provided by my boss, who loaned us a 55-gallon drum with a spigot and some cement blocks to balance it on high
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
enough up to get a bucket under the spigot. We placed this in our unheated garage for ease of access. He filled the drum with
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
treated water from one of his tank trucks. The solvent in the water prevented freezing, but also prevented it from being usable
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
for anything other than the toilet, but since it was so much easier than the previous method, it didn't matter. With five people
expressed by columnists or guest
in the house using the ol' camping rule, 55 gallons lasted about five days.
writers, or articles not written by our
All that being said, I hauled in 8-10 gallons of water a day for drinking, cooking, face-washing, tooth-brushing and other
staff.
similar things. Showering and laundry were done on an as-needed-only basis at family or friend’s homes.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News
How did we manage with approximately 20 gallons a day with five adults, two dogs, two bunnies, one bird and several
at your home, send us $2.00 (per
houseplants? Everything came down to a pre-thought-out system. Toothbrushing – start to finish – used only a 10-oz. mug of
issue) for shipping and handling and
water – that included rinsing the sink! Same amount for hand washing – 10 ounces.
we’ll mail a copy to you, or check our
Hair washing over the sink every other day or so required about one gallon, heated on the stove in a soup pot, dipped out one
website for drop locations in your area.
10-oz. mug at a time and poured over the head. The only other person using this method was our teenage daughter who has
to wash her hair every single day.
On to dishwashing and how to cook a meal with less clean up. Normally, I am the type of cook who cleans up as I go, so it's
never really mattered how many dishes I used in meal prep, but now I couldn't just use the dish once and toss it into the sink all covered with food particles to rinse and
reuse. That action would now contaminate the dish pan of clean, soapy water. (The dirty dish water was placed in a bucket for future flushing and the pan of warmed
rinse water was re-heated and used for the next batch of dirty dishes.) Admittedly, a lot of paper towels were used for wiping food off the dishes before putting them in the
not-so-easily-replaceable soapy water, and I also admit to using paper plates, bowls and plastic cutlery to cut down on how many dirty dishes ended up in my waterless
sink. (We're going to have to plant some trees to make up for that.) It took about two gallons for washing and rinsing the day's dirty dishes.
During the first week of February, the weather finally cooperated with my wish for sustained freezing temps – something I'm sure I've never wished for before – and the
two-week water lesson came to an end with the pump's repair and the realization that we could, if needed, get by with a lot less than statistics indicated. It is clear, when
every drop of water is dear, we have taken this asset completely for granted for far too long. I am committed to continuing to use some of these conservation methods,
despite having running water again.

Editor’s note: Thanks to Laura Irwin, normally working in the capacity of one of our two talented graphic design artists, your regular editor was able to take a vacation from
writing this column and enjoy the balmy weather in Sarasota, Florida. Laura’s topic is timely and is reiterated this month in a column by Robert Christenson on page 13.
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By Paul Welch,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Spring is nearly here and that means warmer weather is hopefully close by. While
it may still be a little too cold to do much outside, it is a good time to see what needs
to be done as the snow starts melting away. Repair projects can be a nasty surprise,
especially if gone unnoticed for too long. Here are some things to look for that
indicate a potential problem:
Wood Gone Soft – If you have a porch or deck, or columns for a porch overhang
that are made of wood, these are items that can potentially rot over time. Staining or
painting will protect wood from rotting, but all it takes is a small bit of unprotected
area or neglect from previous owners to cause a problem that will become worse with
time. Small areas of rot can be dug out, treated with wood hardener, and then filled
with a good quality exterior wood filler. Extensive rot needs to be replaced. If not
taken care of, it will create a safety hazard that can lead to injury and more expense.
It's the Pits – Winter is harsh to cement. Ice melt products are also rough on
cement causing pitting and, over time, crumbling. Loose concrete is a trip hazard and
will result from cement that hasn't been replaced when it should. Pitting can be taken
care of with a concrete resurfacer. Just mix it up and spread it along the surface of
the concrete. Once cured, it will have a nice finished surface. If it is crumbling and
falling apart, you may need to replace part, if not all of the concrete surface. Sealers
will help prevent damage to the cement and help it to last longer.
What is that Stain? – Melting snow means more water flowing outside. If you
notice brown staining in an irregular circular pattern, that indicates water staining.
Water stain on a ceiling could be a pipe if on the ground floor of a two story building,
or a roof leak if below an attic. In either case, it needs to be addressed because it will

CALL FOR DETAILS.
TPN0317 Exp. 03/31/17

lead to bigger problems, such as mold. First, find the source of the leak and fix it.
Once the leak has been taken care of, replace any damaged drywall, prime stains with
an oil based stain-blocking primer or a shellac stain-blocking primer to keep the stain
from bleeding through. Then paint to finish.
What is Growing? – Extra moisture from melting snow can cause algae, mold
or moss to grow on surfaces such as roofs, cement, and wood surfaces around the
outside of a home. This is particularly a problem where your home doesn't get much
sun. Use a bleach-based cleaner or one designed to kill mold, moss and algae that
doesn't use bleach, and be sure to follow instructions. Often you can get a product
to apply to these surfaces that will prevent the growth of these things on the surfaces
once cleaned.
Enjoy the coming spring and warmer weather. This is usually about the time
we get tired of winter and long for sunny days where we can spend time outside.
Remember to be safe and know your limits. Make sure to hire a professional if
something is beyond your limits.
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1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Give and take. Surely three words that are very familiar within the dynamics of
loving relationship. And for most of us, the concept of give and take is reasonable
and resonates with our expectations. However, the amount of give and take that one
partner sees as fair, may seem way off the mark to the other ... and therein lies the “rub”.
When couples try to figure out just how much give and take is appropriate, there are no
exact rules and answers. The elements of giving are not hashed out like some equation.
Rather it is more along the lines of an ebb and flow. What is “right” will vary on the
unique chemistry of each relationship, and what is needed in each partner’s growth
path at that particular point in time. Certainly the virtues of giving have been reiterated
in virtually all discussions regarding a balanced and healthy love life. For some, giving
comes naturally. It is free and easy. For others, it’s viewed negatively; a deprivation, a
forfeit, a form of suffering.
There are three distinct dimensions of “giving”. The first is when you simply want to
give. Those instances when you solely want to please your partner. This could involve
a small gift for the sake of surprise or appreciation; doing the chores they normally
do; letting them sleep in while you run errands; providing them with a backrub or
a shoulder to lean on after a stressful day; cooking a great unexpected dinner; or,
encouraging them to pursue their dreams when they get discouraged. These are the
times when giving is done 100% on its own merit, where nothing is expected in return.
It is doing something just for the sake of your partner – and this is its own reward.
George Bernard Shaw stated, “Marriage is an alliance entered into by a man who
can't sleep with the window shut, and a woman who can't sleep with the window open.”
This perfectly illustrates where the second dimension of giving comes in; the art of
compromise. The friction of giving comes about when something is being asked or
expected; and you really don’t want to reciprocate fully (or give in as some might say).
The reasons for not wanting to partake can include just not feeling like it; being too
tired, moody, irritable, broody, or stressed out; feeling like it’s too hard; going against
the grain of old habits; not understanding why it has to be done now; thinking it should
be done differently (your way); or strongly disagreeing on why something needs to
be done in the first place. These are the times that giving is done best when there is
a compromise. That is when both partners receive some element of benefit within a
“simultaneous delay”. “Okay, we can go see your friends this weekend if you promise
to see that new movie I’ve been looking forward to next weekend.” “Seeing that you
had a brutal week at work, just relax this weekend, and then concentrate on getting my
project done the next weekend.” “I’ll get the painting done, but how about afterwards
if we go to my favorite restaurant for my special ribs?” Obviously, compromises don’t
always work out quite so simply and neatly. There can be those times when reaching a
level of compromise becomes a point of contention, where it just seems like too much
trouble. But, in the end, even a poorly executed compromise is still better than not
reaching any middle ground at all.
Then there are those times when plain old sacrifice, the third dimension of giving, will
be required. This is when you must, for the sake of your partner and your relationship,
give or give up something that you would really rather not – and still try to do so with
a positive attitude. Dealing with the in-laws that seem more like out-laws, keeping a
tough job because of the security it brings, or going to a vacation spot that you never in
your life would go to on your own. Without a higher perspective, it seems like someone
gets the very short end of the stick in this deal. The “giver” loses and the “receiver”
wins … at least that is a lower perspective way of looking at it. In his Compensation:
An Essay, Ralph Waldo Emerson talks about the duality that exists in this world, and
how this polarity is required to reach and maintain a true balance. Action and reaction;
darkness and light; water’s ebb and flow; male and female; centrifugal and centripetal
forces of gravity; inspiration and expiration. This duality of “opposing forces” bisects
Nature; from the smallest of organisms to the largest of planets – making everything a
half – requiring its corresponding half to make it whole; spirit, matter; man, woman;
subjective, objective; in and out; upper and lower; motion and rest; yes and no. He goes
on to say, “The same dualism underlies the nature and condition of man. Every excess
causes a defect [void]; every defect an excess. For every thing you have missed, you

to read online anytime!
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have gained something else; and for everything you gain, you lose something.” When
distilled in the context of giving, it means: The more you give, the more you shall
receive. The two balance one another; two halves of the same whole. This is the true
“higher perspective” of giving that we should strive toward – even within the context
of sacrifice.
Bottom line, when giving is harmonized within relationship; solely for the joy of it,
in the reaching of a middle ground through the art of compromise, or, purely by way
of sacrifice, there is always a benefit to be derived. When you give to your partner,
they are not the only recipient, as the relationship receives as well – which means you
benefit too! Giving always provides a proportionate dividend, but only if you are open
minded and patient enough to await the equivalent return from your investment.
Thanks for reading! Please send any questions or comments to
1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will look at additional elements regarding the dimensions of
giving.

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079
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for themselves – the best viewing area is
off of Robbins Pond Road, which is just off
Highway 45. Less than a mile down the road it dead ends at a guardrail where the
old road once continued through to forest. The light is said to suddenly appear over
the horizon and slowly gravitate toward the viewing area, even changing in levels of
brightness and color. Interestingly, some long-time residents claim the shining object
doesn’t form on land, but instead originates from Lake Superior before moving
inland. Explanations for this legend range from a UFO to headlights of cars driving
on the highway to swamp gas. Perhaps the most popular story disclosing the origin
of the mysterious glow is it is coming from the lantern of a long-forgotten brakeman
who worked on a railroad in the area. It is said that the worker was crushed trying to
cross the tracks, and now he spends his nights shaking his lantern to warn others of
the potential danger.
In 2010, a group of
e ngineering stu d en ts
from Michigan Tech went
out to study the strange
phenomenon in an attempt
to find an explanation for
the glowing orb. After
spending multiple nights
in the woods and observing
the Paulding Lights, they
came to the conclusion that
they were lights from the
highway in the distance,
which were distorted from heat rising off the pavement – as for the multi colors
reported, the students said they must have been police lights flashing in the distance.
Despite the group stating this was a case-closed investigation, not everyone saw it
the same way. In the same year, the investigative television show Fact or Faked:
Paranormal Files traveled to the dense forest of the Upper Peninsula to see what
everyone was talking about. After much investigation and attempts to recreate the
Paulding Lights, the team came to the conclusion that whatever was causing the glow
was unexplainable.
Despite the people assuming the lights are nothing more than the headlights of
passing cars in the distance, believers don’t even consider it a possibility. Many
of those who maintain the extraterrestrial origin of the lights point out certain
characteristics they say prove the lights are not from the highway. One example is
the fact that the amount of time it remains in the sky varies from a few seconds to an
excess of 10 minutes – something unexpected if it was a car scaling a hill. The light
has also been said to move in directions unattainable for a car, while others attest it
is way too bright to come from any kind of vehicle. Many longtime locals don’t deny
the fact that you can see headlights in the distance on U.S. 45, but they assure visitors
that once you see the real Paulding Lights, you’ll know they aren’t coming from the
roadway.
While we may never know the true origin of the lights that mysteriously light up
the night in the desolate forest near Watersmeet, tourists continue to flock to the area
to view the strange occurrence year after year.

MYSTERIOUS, Continued from Page 1
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MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
Tile Work
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69.
TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.
installation for backsplash, floors and
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bathrooms. Re-caulking showers and tubs.
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For estimate call
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Wanted to Buy
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Call Today!
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the right family to take over my business.
Furniture Restoration with Antique store.
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Emmett, Michigan, with frontage. Very
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Call (810) 384-1163.

FOR SALE! YOU FINISH – BRICK
HOME, prime Macomb Twp. 80% of

renovations completed. Situated on (+/-)
2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th
bedroom or 3rd bathroom. You install
(new, already purchased): cherry kitchen
cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior
doors, trims, etc. $169,000 firm.
Call (586) 306-9440.

For Rent

HANDYMAN OPPORTUNITY,

responsible handyman to exchange
services for reduced rent in duplex, parklike setting on 100'-wide canal. Everything
new, cathedral ceiling, 2 bedrooms,
updated kitchen and bath, washer/dryer,
new flooring. Call (586) 306-9440.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates

starting at $814 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless
internet, outdoor enclosed heated pool.
Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com or
call (586) 648-6168.

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF
AUTO PARTS. Make Reichle your FIRST

CALL for OEM Replacement auto parts.
Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors, patch
panels and much more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

For Lease

BEAUTIFUL, NEWER BRICK HOME
ON 100'-WIDE CANAL (TO LAKE
ST. CLAIR), $100,000 in upgrades, 4

bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, polished porcelain
marble floors, curved staircase, highefficiency furnace/AC. Reduced Rent.
Call (586) 306-9440.
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Long before the advent of ThumbPrint News, and at a time
when social media might have meant sharing the Sunday
newspaper with your family, there was the community
newspaper. Certainly in the Blue Water Area there were several
local publications that functioned very well as the central source
of information for the small villages and townships they served.
Many may remember receiving the weekly edition of the
Anchor Bay Beacon, Fair Haven Journal or the Marine City
Independent Press. If I recall correctly, the Independent was produced in Richmond
where that community received its own edition with the same name.
The villages of Capac and Armada had their own newspapers, as did St. Clair. There it
was known for many years as the Republican, but I believe the name was changed prior
to discontinuance of publication. As a young lad growing up in small town America, I
remember the Algonac Courier.
The Courier joined the “Fourth Estate” in the late 1890s, and was owned for many
years by C.C. Parker. He was well before my time, but I do remember Charles Haase,
the Courier’s publisher and editor in the early 1950s.
Mr. Haase, or Charlie as many knew him, was a community fixture with a certain level
of influence, probably because he had control of the only form of mass communication
in town. I can still picture him sitting behind his oversized desk in the bay window of
his publishing house on Front Street. He seemed to always be dressed in a suit and tie,
normally wearing a hat fitting his attire. As a resident of Harsens Island, Charlie drove
to and from work in a sleek, black Town Car that could always be found parked in front
of the Courier office. To me he was an imposing figure.
In addition to Charlie, who served as publisher, editor and advertising sales manager,
the Courier had three other employees, as I recall. I don’t remember much about the
young receptionist/secretary or the other general shop worker. I do, however, remember
a young part-time “printer’s devil” named Don Dodge.
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Before I continue, let me answer the question for many who may be wondering about
the young man. Yes, that’s the same Don Dodge who actually became the editor of the
Courier, left to take a job in county government, held several elected positions, and
retired as the first St. Clair County Administrator several years ago.
I can remember standing in the open doorway
of the silver-grey Courier building and
watching Don, his apron covered with printer’s
ink, setting the type for the next edition of the
newspaper. He was still in high school when he
joined Charlie at the Courier. And, yes, I did
indicate “setting the type” one block at a time.
That’s the way it was done before technology
took hold.
The Algonac Courier was no different than
other community newspapers up and down the
St. Clair River. It offered the type of local news
the community’s population could relate to, including in-depth reporting of high school
sports, student honor roll listings, local government summaries, what was happening at
the Lions and Rotary Clubs, and church events. Certainly, the obituary and birth sections
of the weekly edition that arrived in your mailbox every Thursday kept you up-to-date on
new additions to the community and those who departed.
The lifeblood of newspapers is its advertising. For publications like the Courier, local
advertising provided the ongoing life-blood it needed. People shopped locally and were
influenced by the promotions placed in the local newspaper.
The popularity of shopping malls, which reduced local shopping activity, coupled
with what many still refer to as ill-conceived urban renewal, all but closed the Algonac
Courier. In 1972, the town’s newspaper merged with the Fair Haven Journal, no longer
to be the community’s information source.
As I write this brief story, I feel I may be seen as an old man attempting to hang on to
what I believe was some of the glue that kept the community together. Well, I guess I am.
There was a place for the Charlie Haase’s and Don Dodge’s in our little towns. There still
is. I’m thankful that publications such as ThumbPrint News exist to bring the community
closer together. In today’s socio-economic pressures, we need it.

United Construction

SpecialistininEnergy
EnergyEfficient,
Efficient,Custom
CustomModular
Modular&&Site-Built
Site-BuiltHomes
Homes
Specialist

CAPE COTTAGE IV
1,936 Square Feet

Come Visit Us at the
Home, Sport & Garden Show
in Port Huron on March 18th & 19th

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• We specialize in Energy Efficient Wood Foundations
• One Contractor from Start to Finish
• We also specialize in Home Remodels,
Additions, Pole Barns, Garages & Decks.

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS to homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523
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By Pat Daly,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

888-530-3426

Freda found a hair cutter set on sale at the drug store for $59. She returned
home and excitedly told Fred about all the money they could save by her cutting
his hair.
“Yes, but you don’t really know how to cut hair, do you?”
“There’s a video included. How hard can it be?”
Together they watched the video, and Fred conceded that it didn’t look too hard.
Freda draped a towel over Fred’s shoulders and began. After a couple of “oops”
that Fred cringed over, she handed Fred a mirror.
“Well, I’ve heard that the difference between a good haircut and a bad haircut is
three days, but I think the good haircut is a lot further away than three days.”
“Okay, turn about is fair play. You can cancel your next week’s appointment at
the hairdresser, and I’ll cut your hair.”
Freda, with a look that would scare the pants off Frankenstein, realized she
was caught in a web of her own making. Fred stood up and with a flourish said,
“Next.”
“Now, don’t take too much off the right side because it’s pretty thin there.
You need to feather the back so it has more volume. No, don’t cut the bangs so
short. What do you mean I have a bald spot on the very top of my head? The
hairdresser never told me that.”
“Be patient, Freda. I’m beginning to get the feel of this, and it’s almost fun.”
Fred handed Freda the mirror with a, “Voila.”
Freda let out a shriek and headed for the phone. “Please get me in as soon as
possible. If Francois will come in especially for me, I will pay the extra charge.
Fred, did you want me to make an appointment for you too?”
“No, it’s okay. I’m not a fussy ol’ fuddy-duddy, and besides, I found my old
baseball cap.”
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SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH
9AM-8PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 19TH
10AM-5PM

BLUE WATER
CONVENTION CENTER
ENTER
TO WIN!

ADMISSION: $5.00 AT THE DOOR

DISCOUNT COUPONS AT
LOCAL AREA BUSINESSES
& online at wsaq.com, wbti.com,
rock1055.com & wphm.net

96.9
WBTI

Appearances by:

PAWS y
Saturda

2-4pm

WBTI’s Conrad & Kacie and Ben Coburn
Q Country 107’s Chuck Santoni
Rock 105.5’s TC and Matt
WPHM’s Paul Miller & many more! Q Country

1380
am

WPHM

ON-SITE ANTIQUE APPRAISALS BY MIKE GAYLORD
SATURDAY: 10AM-1PM
26 Annual
Farm Women's
Symposium
th

in Port Huron March 8th - 10th
Submitted by Sheryl Oswalt

Farm Women’s Symposium will head East to take in the sights and sounds of
agriculture in Port Huron, Michigan. On March 8th through the 10th, 2017, women
involved in many phases of agriculture will gather at the Blue Water Convention
Center, located at 500 Thomas Edison Parkway in Port Huron, to not only learn but
to develop valuable networks and friendships to help them through another year in
farming.
This year’s keynote speaker is Elaine Froese of Manitoba, Canada. Elaine will
give participants information on dealing with difficult situations and difficult people.
The first 112 to register will receive a copy of her e-book Do the Tough Things
Right. Michelle Neff of MSU Extension will present “Real Colors”. Participants
will learn the strengths and weaknesses of their own color personality type. After
lunch Elaine will continue with Farming’s In-Law Factor. Farming with family
means conflict avoidance is not an option. She will also provide advice on dealing
with financial stress and depression. Participants will hear from a panel of farm

bloggers from Michigan on how they are connecting with consumers. The day
will wrap up with an informative presentation on weathering the storm – literally!
A local farmer will share his experience with the disaster that can come with a
Michigan tornado, and his insurance agent will share tips on building an insurance
policy to help you protect your assets when Mother Nature attacks your farm.
Buses will head out Thursday morning for a tour of the Croswell and Yale areas.
Several local businesses have graciously agreed to open their doors for our visit.
Tour guests will enjoy learning about the processing of beet sugar at Michigan
Sugar Company, and have a peak at wine making in Croswell – just to name a
couple stops. After a full day of touring, the group will enjoy the annual banquet
complete with entertainment.
Sarah Black, Michigan Farm Bureau Director of Public Policy & Commodity
Division, will provide a legislative update on Friday morning. Daren Williams
of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association will lead a hands-on workshop on
building trust with consumers. Wrapping up the 2017 program will be comedian
and dairy farmer Tim Moffett of Florida.
Whether you are active in farming or agri-business, or just want to know
more about women in agriculture, don’t miss this wonderful opportunity.
Registration is open to everyone. A limited number of scholarships are
available for GreenStone Farm Credit Services members; contact your local
GFCS office or Wanda Skinner at (800) 255-6458 for more information. For
questions about Michigan Corn Grower member scholarships or for more
details on the 2017 Farm Women’s Symposium, contact Agnes Talaski at
(989) 670-7811 or Sheryl Oswalt at (269) 330-2529.
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1

On this day in
1960, 1,000
black students pray
and sing the national
anthem on the steps
of the old
Confederate Capitol
in Montgomery,
Alabama.

2

3

4

On this day
in 1781,
Maryland ratifies
the Articles of
Confederation. She
is the last state
to sign.

On this day
in 1817, the
first commercial
steamboat route
from Louisville to
New Orleans is
opened.

On this day
in 1789, the
first Congress of
the United States
meets in New York
and declares that
the Constitution
is in effect.

5

On this day
in 1933,
newly inaugurated
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt halts the
trading of gold and
declares a bank
holiday.

6

7

On this day
in 1935,
Malcolm Campbell
sets an
auto
speed
record of
276.8 mph
in Florida.

8

On this day in
1855, the first
train crosses Niagara
Falls on a suspension
bridge.

9

10

On this day in
1656, in the
colony of Virginia,
suffrage is extended
to all free men
regardless of their
religion.

11

12

On this day in
1917, A German
submarine
sinks an unarmed
U.S. merchant ship,
the Algonquin, on the
same day that U.S.
President Wilson
gives an executive order
to arm U.S. merchant
ships.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

this day in
20 On1918,
21
the

22

On this day
in 1794,
Congress passes
laws prohibiting
slave trade with
foreign countries,
although slavery
remains legal in the
United States.

23

this day in
24 On1938,
25
the

26

this day in
27 On1933,
28
some

29

this day in
30 On
31
1987, Vincent

On this day
in 1945, Adolf
Hitler orders a
scorched-earth
policy for his
retreating German
armies in the west
and east.
On this day
in 1951, the
United States Air
Force flag design
is approved.

On this day
in 1973,
President Richard
Nixon imposes
price controls
on oil and gas.

On this day
in 1935, a
3,000-year-old
archive is found in
Jerusalem
confirming biblical
history.

Bolsheviks of the
Soviet Union ask for
American aid to
rebuild their army.

55,000 people stage
a protest against
Hitler in New York.

On this day in
1991, the
“Birmingham Six,”
imprisoned for 16 years
for their alleged part in
an IRA pub bombing,
are set free after a court
agrees that the police
fabricated evidence.

On this day in
1788, almost
the entire city of New
Orleans, Louisiana, is
destroyed by fire.

On this day
in 1908,
automobile owners
lobby Congress in
support of a bill that
calls for vehicle
licensing and federal
registration.

On this day in
1892, New York
State unveils
the new automatic
ballot voting machine.

On this day
in 1951,
Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s
musical The King
and I opens on
Broadway starring
Gertrude Lawrence
and Yul Brynner.

On this day in
1964, the
first Ford Mustang
rolls off the Ford
assembly line.

On this day in
1833, Susan
Hayhurst becomes
the first woman to
graduate from a
pharmacy college.

On this day
in 1743,
Handel’s Messiah is
performed for the
first time in London.

Van Gogh’sSunflowers
is bought
for $39.8
million.

Letter to the Editor

On this day
in 1868, the
first postage stamp
cancelling machine
patent is issued.

United States asks
that all powers help
refugees fleeing
from the Nazis.

On this day
in 1880, the
first electric street
lights ever installed
by a municipality are
turned on in Wabash,
Indiana.

Hello! The Rock Community Church (located at 6135 County Line Road, Fair Haven, Michigan – next to Anchor Bay High School –
would like to invite our surrounding communities to come celebrate the opening of our new expansion!
There has been a lot of “buzz around town” about the massive construction effort going on over the last year. In 2009, the church built
a 14,000-square-foot facility, which we quickly outgrew due to our commitment to reaching both the unchurched and churched, helping
them to find their purpose and understanding God's plan for their lives. Our new addition is close to 70,000-square-feet, allowing us to
expand our many programs for all ages and community outreach programs.
The people of Rock Church cannot wait to better serve the Bay Area and beyond! Come out on March 12 from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. for
light hors d'oeuvres, meet our pastors and give glory to our Lord, Jesus Christ.
RSVPs appreciated, but not mandatory: info@rockchurchnow.com : Type “Grand Opening RSVP – 1 (or more) attendees.”
				

Blessings from The Rock Community Church, Pastor Angelo and Kim Fleece
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On this day in
1824, the U.S.
War Department
creates the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.
Seneca Indian Ely
Parker becomes the
first Indian to lead
the Bureau.

On this day
in 1863,
Confederate women
riot in Salisbury,
North Carolina, to
protest the lack of
flour and salt in the
South.

On this day
in 1668, the
first horse race in
America takes place.

Page 12		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

C o n s t i pat i o n
i n C at s

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Constipation is the infrequent, incomplete and/or
difficult passage of hard, dry feces from the colon. It
is a fairly common problem in domestic cats. Cats of
any age can be affected, although it is seen more commonly in middle-aged to
elderly cats. Recurring bouts of constipation or chronic constipation can lead
to a condition known as megacolon. Megacolon is a condition in which the
colon becomes abnormally dilated and packed with fecal material that causes
a loss of contractility to the muscles of the colon. This may ultimately lead
to obstipation, which is a complete blockage of the colon, not even allowing
gas to pass.
The causes of constipation are believed to be multifactorial. Some of the
potential causes include: blockages from hairballs or other foreign materials
or objects, obesity, reluctance to use the litterbox because of stress, a change
in litter type, a full and/or dirty litter box, lack of exercise, abscessed anal
sacs, decreased water intake for any reason, dehydration, which can often
be caused by kidney disease in older cats, nerve damage to the colon,
pelvic fractures caused by trauma, arthritis (which can make it painful to
squat), tumors and certain medications like diuretics and painkillers. Painful
urination from a urinary tract infection or obstruction can also cause pain,
vocalizing and straining in the litter box. This must be ruled out – especially
in male cats.
Symptoms of constipation can vary with each individual cat. The most
obvious symptom is crouching, straining and vocalizing for prolonged periods
in the litter box. After a period of straining, your cat may pass a small amount
of watery feces, sometimes with blood present or small hard, dry stools. Some
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cats will defecate outside their litterbox. Vomiting, loss of appetite, abdominal
pain and depression can also be symptoms of constipation.
If you suspect that your cat may be constipated, you should consult with a
veterinarian to determine whether your cat is constipated and, if so, why the
condition has developed. Your veterinarian will take a complete history and
perform a thorough physical examination along with a digital rectal exam.
They will also advise a blood chemistry profile, a complete blood count, a
urinalysis and an intestinal parasite exam to rule out any diseases that may
be causing your cat’s constipation. They may need to take X-rays of your
cat’s abdomen to see how dilated and/or impacted the colon may be. These
diagnostics can be helpful in determining the best course of treatment.
The treatment of constipation and megacolon will depend upon the severity
of the condition. Mild constipation generally responds to a diet change in
which there is more fiber in the diet. If the constipation becomes more severe
or recurs, your cat may need to be hospitalized, placed on IV fluids and given
enemas to help soften the dry, hard stool in the colon so that it can pass.
Sometimes sedation is used in order to manually relieve the fecal impaction.
Enemas should only be given by your veterinarian, and sodium phosphate
enemas (such as Fleet brand) should never be used as they can be deadly
to cats. Some cats need to be maintained on stool softeners or laxatives to
control chronic constipation. There is a class of medications called motility
modifiers that increase the motility in the colon to help stools pass easier as
well. If all these treatments fail and your cats constipation progresses from
just constipation to megacolon and obstipation, then a surgical procedure is
preformed to remove the portion of the colon that is no longer functioning
properly.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website
is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you can reach
Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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Residential

ROOFING
EXPERTS
Why Us?

Knowledgeable
Factory Trained & Certified
Licensed & Insured
Detailed System Quote
Guaranteed Clean up

Call 810-984-3420

For Your FREE Estimate

Commercial

www.ReasonableRoofing.com
Financing Available

Siding • Windows • Gutters • Chimney Repair

Thumbs Up
To Seniors
By Robert Christensen,

MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #39.
Be the first to correctly answer
Question #40 and you could
win a J. Clary collector print!

Question #39

What Great Lakes vessel
prematurely launched itself?

Answer to #39:

Fifteen minutes prior to the
launching ceremony at
Collingwood, Ontario, the
Canada Steamship Lines
M/V Tadoussac prematurely
launched itself killing two
workers and injuring 35 others.

Maritime Trivia
Question #40

What type of clouds relate to the
old sailor’s proverb, “Mares’ tails
and mackerel scales make lofty
ships to carry low sails.”

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

,

SEE PAGE 23 FOR COUPON!

ALL-SEASON
SPIDER & WASP
CONTROL

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Water is an essential element of life. Pure drinking water is highly
valued, although largely taken for granted by Americans. Public
water supplies are generally accepted as being safe for human
consumption (although not always as palatable as might be desired).
The water delivered to our homes is used for drinking, for cooking,
for cleaning, for lawns and gardens, and more. While not free, it is
commonly consumed as if it were free.
It is curious to me that so many people, even those with limited
incomes, routinely buy bottled water. Bottled water is sold in plastic
containers ranging in size from about 10 ounces to five gallons.
The most ubiquitous is the small, pint-size which is basically nonreusable. They are commonly discarded when and where the water
is consumed: on the roadside, playground, or even near, but not in,
a garbage can. It seems that too few of these plastic containers ever
actually are recycled.
I am also appalled by the number of these discarded bottles with
half or more of the water remaining. A personal experience I had
was witnessing a family member’s car in which the children had discarded their water bottles on the floor, with
most of the water unconsumed. I also observed the water bottles given to children’s sports teams similarly being
discarded, also often with the contents being only partially consumed. This is not only a waste of a resource, but
also a thoughtless waste of money! Shouldn’t the adults involved be teaching responsible ecological and economic
behavior, as well as sportsmanship as a part of the activity?
It is true that the water from public water systems often has odors, flavors and substances that reduce palatability
while still meeting water quality standards. Ironically, the source for some bottled waters is actually a public water
system. Nevertheless, the lack of flavor in commercial bottled water makes it more palatable and may be considered
to be worth the premium cost.
However, consumers do have other options for making the water coming from their faucets more acceptable.
There are whole-house filtration systems that can be installed in the plumbing. Some refrigerators offer built-in
filtration, and under-sink filters may be installed. Such measures come at a greater or lesser cost in plumbing,
equipment and maintenance. Some private and public water supplies may contain pollutants potentially hazardous
to human health that can only be removed through special purification methods. In such instances, purchased
purified water may be justified.
A common and economical method for obtaining filtered drinking water for home consumption is the pitcher or
faucet mount systems. Both use a filter through which the water passes. The pitcher is of durable transparent plastic
with an upper chamber in which the filter is located and a lower chamber into which the filtered water flows by
gravity. The faucet mount filter device fastens to the faucet and is switchable to produce unfiltered water as well as
filtered. Both the pitchers and the faucet mount dispensers are modestly priced and relatively long-lived. Filters are
readily replaceable in either method.
The economics of these filtering systems versus buying bottled filtered water depends very much on the estimated
gallons consumed. First assume each family member consumes four pints of drinking water per day or a half gallon

Birthday
Anniversary
Wedding
Graduation
Christmas

unburst Tours
SGift
Certificates
of Port Huron, Mi

Great Presents and Gifts
at Any Time for Any Occasion

Available in All
Denominations
from $25 to $100
plus Special
Custom
Amounts
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(including that used in
cooking). Next assume
an average family
size of four people
which then equals
daily
consumption
of two gallons of
drinking
water.
Annual consumption
is thus 730 gallons
(rounded to 800 for
computational ease).
One faucet-mounted
filter system brand advises a useful life of 100 gallons per filter. Thus, with
the assumed consumption of 800 gallons per year, eight filter cartridges
would be required for the year. Their cartridges cost about $12.50 each or
$100 for the year. The faucet mount filter mechanism costs about $16 and
may be expected to last four years for an annualized cost of $4. The total
annual cost for the 800 gallons of filtered water is thus $104. Thus, the cost
per pint (16 ounces) for the annual consumption of 6400 pints (800 gallons)
is 1.6 cents. The cost per pint for the pitcher filter system is somewhat less.
(For strict accounting, there would be a small incidental charge for the cost
of the water from the householder's well or public water system. That would
otherwise be supplied in the bottled water.)
The cost of bottled water is variable, depending on source and size, but
in a local store I found a cost of $0.17 per pint bottle when purchased by
the 24-bottle case. The annual cost for 800 gallons (6400 pints) would be
$1,088. Some bottled waters are significantly more costly.
Comparing costs:
● With the filter system, filtered water costs are estimated at 1.6¢ per pint
with an annual cost of $104.
● With purchased bottled water, the water costs 17¢ per pint with an annual
cost of $1,088.
Use your own assumptions of consumption and relative costs to make
your own valuation of economics and convenience. This analysis deals with
economics only; health and safety issues are legitimate concerns and it can
legitimately be argued that in certain circumstances the convenient access to
bottled water outweighs the economic disadvantage.
Nevertheless, in most instances, it makes a lot of sense to bottle for
yourself a supply of the filtered water that can be kept in the refrigerator
to carry with you on trips, outings, picnics and similar situations. You can
even recycle some of the plastic water bottles in this way. (I have salvaged,
cleaned, filled and frozen bottles of filtered water to have when golfing.)
Disclaimer: The author has no financial or family connection to any water
filtration company.
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(härt)

A noun meaning an adu
lt male deer,
especially a red deer ove
r five years
old. Example: The hun
ter silently
approached the ridge
when an old hart
seemed to appear out
of nowhere.
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Mallards Landing is the latest concept in
retirement living for mature adults who
desire health, comfort, good friends and
good times, yet know that assisted care is
available, if desired.
Private apartments at
Mallards Landing are
fully eqipped and
enable you to choose to
live in a lovely one or
two bedroom apartment,
ready to be furnished
and decorated with your
favorite belongings.

To Advertise With Us Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426.
k106fm.com

.

4601 S. River Road • East China • 810-329-7169

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

We made it to early spring! We are
seeing signs of the early thaw in Michigan!
I am fortunate enough to keep in contact
with the awesome year-round neighbors
that live in the Thumb area and receive
updates on the snow fall amounts, and
anything that is happening in the area in
general.
This is the time I start to plan what I am
going to change, if anything, in and around
the cottage and yard.
This is my chance to check on the
firewood supply and maybe unveil the
covered outdoor furniture.
Of course it is Michigan, so we still have
a possibility of having some more snow, so
I try not to get too anxious at this point!
Still, the excitement grows each passing
month as I long for the warm spring days
forthcoming.
A good indoor spring cleaning is in order
around this time, and at that point, I am
glad my little place is little, as it doesn’t
take too long to clean top to bottom. My
happiness builds as I bring back the bins
of aerosols and perishable items to put
back in the pantry and on the shelves and

plug the refrigerator back in and slowly
start to stock items, as the weekends
visits will become more frequent.
The winter months seem to drag at
times, and it seems the summer days roll
past so much faster. I promised myself
this year to simply just enjoy each and
every warm spring day as they come.
The closets, basement and storage units
in my city home have had their annual
winter organizing and clean out, as I stay
in the city just about every weekend in the
winter. A Michigan and Midwest tradition
seems to be to go on a Caribbean cruise
or to a warmer state after the holidays;
I can enjoy that too, but I like to plan my
extended vacation time in early May to get
the cabin exterior ready for the summer!
But at this time in early spring, it’s time
to shift my focus on the cottage cleanouts
and organizing, making the little place
welcoming and warm to all who enter.
Just a little more time to go yet and the
smell of grilling food, fresh cut grass and a
spring fresh breeze will be in the air. Until
then, I will take care of as much as I can at
my city home, because soon enough, I will
be “Thumb-bound” almost every weekend!
Welcome spring!
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Easter Mini Cheesecakes

Prep time: 20 minutes
Total time: 3 hours, 20 minutes
Servings: 18
1 cup graham cracker crumbs
3/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar, divided
3 tablespoons butter or margarine,
			melted
3 packages (8 ounces each)
			PHILADELPHIA Cream Cheese,
			softened
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 eggs
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons BAKER’S
			 ANGEL FLAKE Coconut, toasted
54 speckled malted milk eggs
			 (about 9 ounces)
Heat oven to 325°F.
Mix graham crumbs, 2 tablespoons sugar and
butter; press onto bottoms of 18 paper-lined
muffin cups.
Beat cream cheese, vanilla and remaining sugar
with mixer until blended. Add eggs, 1 at
a time, mixing on low speed after each just
until blended. Spoon over crusts.
Bake 25–30 minutes or until centers are almost
set. Cool completely. Refrigerate 2 hours.
Top each cheesecake with 1 tablespoon coconut;
shape to resemble bird’s nest. Fill with malted
milk eggs.
Note: To soften cream cheese, place completely
unwrapped package of cream cheese in micro
waveable bowl. Microwave on high 10 seconds
or just until softened. Add 15 seconds for each
additional package of cream cheese.

FAMILY FEATURES

rom full-course brunches to
F
simple sit-down dinners, Easter
celebrations are a time to enjoy

family, friends and the delicious tastes
of spring.
However elaborate the festivities, a
rich and creamy dessert is the perfect
finale to any Easter gathering. Made
from fresh milk and real cream,
PHILADELPHIA Cream Cheese is
the high-quality ingredient that makes
sweets stand out.
These fresh dessert ideas all feature
everyone’s favorite indulgence –
cheesecake – along with other lively
flavors, such as coconut, lemon and
blueberry. Desserts this delicious
will have your guests hopping up for
seconds. For these and other recipe
ideas, visit www.creamcheese.com.

Double Lemon Cheesecake Bars
Prep time: 35 minutes
Total time: 7 hours, 15 minutes
Servings: 16

Note: This lemon glaze can be prepared ahead of time. Cool, then
refrigerate up to 8 hours before spooning over individual slices of
cheesecake. Garnish with 1/2 cup blueberries, lemon peel and fresh
mint leaves.

Blueberry Streusel Cheesecake
Prep time: 15 minutes
Total time: 6 hours, 45 minutes
Servings: 16
1 1/2 cups plus 3 tablespoons flour, divided
1 1/3 cups sugar, divided
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
3/4 cup cold butter, cut up
4 packages (8 ounces each)
			PHILADELPHIA Cream Cheese,
			softened
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
1 cup BREAKSTONE’S or KNUDSEN
			Sour Cream
4 eggs
2 cups fresh blueberries

52 vanilla wafers, finely crushed
			 (about 2 cups)
3 tablespoons butter or
			margarine, melted
4 eggs, divided
4 packages (8 ounces each)
			PHILADELPHIA Cream
			Cheese, softened
1 3/4 cups sugar, divided
3 tablespoons flour
1 tablespoon lemon zest
1/3 cup lemon juice
			 (about 2 lemons), divided
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
2 tablespoons cornstarch
1/2 cup water

Heat oven to 325°F.
Line 13-by-9-inch pan with parchment paper, with ends of paper
extending over sides.
Mix wafer crumbs and butter until blended; press onto bottom of
prepared pan. Bake 10 minutes.
Separate 1 egg; refrigerate yolk until ready to use. Beat cream cheese, 1
cup sugar, flour, lemon zest, 2 tablespoons lemon juice and vanilla in
large bowl with mixer until blended. Add egg white and remaining
3 whole eggs, 1 at a time, mixing on low speed after each until just
blended. Pour over crust.
Bake 40 minutes or until center is almost set. Cool 1 hour.
Refrigerate 4 hours.
Mix cornstarch and remaining sugar in medium saucepan; gradually stir
in water and remaining lemon juice until blended. Bring just to boil on
medium heat, stirring constantly; cook and stir until clear and
thickened. Lightly beat reserved egg yolk in small bowl with fork until
blended; stir in 2 tablespoons of hot cornstarch mixture.
Return to remaining cornstarch mixture in saucepan; stir until blended.
Cook 1 minute or until thickened, stirring constantly. Cool slightly.
Spoon lemon glaze over cheesecake. Refrig-erate 1 hour or until firm.
Use parchment handles to remove cheesecake from pan before cutting
to serve.

Heat oven to 325°F.
Mix 1 1/2 cups flour, 1/3 cup sugar and cinnamon in medium bowl.
Cut in butter with pastry blender or 2 knives until mixture
resembles coarse crumbs. Reserve 1/2 cup; press remaining onto
bottom of 9-inch springform pan. Bake 25 minutes or until lightly
browned.
Beat cream cheese, remaining flour, remaining sugar and vanilla with
mixer until well blended. Add sour cream; mix well. Add eggs, 1 at
a time, beating on low speed after each just until blended. Pour
over crust. Top with berries and reserved crumb mixture.
Bake 1 hour 25 minutes to 1 hour 30 minutes or until center is almost
set. Run knife around rim of pan to loosen cake; cool before
removing rim. Refrigerate 4 hours.
Note: You can substitute cream cheese with Neufchatel cheese, or
fresh blueberries with 1 (16-ounce) package frozen blueberries.
Garnish with additional berries or cinnamon just before serving.

Recipes/photos courtesy of PHILADELPHIA Cream Cheese
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INTERESTING ORE
GON FACTS
The Columbia
River gorge is
considered by
many to be th
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urfing.
Oregon has mo
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than any other
state.

The state flag
pictures a bea
ver on
its reverse sid
e. It is the only
state
flag to carry tw
o separate des
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By the December 2016 deadline for printing our newspaper,
we had two states left that ThumbPrint News still needed to
travel to in order to complete our tour of all 50 states –
Arkansas and Oregon. However, by the time we went to
press, one of our faithful readers had taken the paper with
her to Oregon, but we didn’t have the opportunity to get that
in our December issue in time. So we are featuring Oregon
now. That leaves only Arkansas remaining!
Marilyn Bayer of New Baltimore, Michigan, was the kind
reader who helped us check off Oregon from our list. In the
grey box on the board to the left is what she had to say
about her photo and trip.
If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you anyplace in the
world and would like to share your picture(s) with our
readers, we would love to see them. Please send your
pictures to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and attach a
good quality .jpg file of your photo or photos. We would
also appreciate a short paragraph telling us about the place
that you and ThumbPrint News traveled to.
For those readers who still have photos which you sent to us
and which have not yet been featured, they will be in 2017,
so keep reading ThumbPrint News – and watch for your
photos! We have quite a backlog right now, but appreciate
each and every photo and be assured that we will
eventually use it.
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HARRISON TWP. Continued from Page 1
landscape, he knew this is where he
would build his dream city – it would
be called Belvidere after his wife,
Paulina Belvidere Clark. He was quick
to spread the word about his newly
discovered sanctuary, which according
to James, contained everything required
for a prosperous city – abundant timber,
wildlife, beauty, water frontage and only
25 miles north of Detroit. Even though
he had the perfect location, he now
faced the task of finding people willing
to invest their money in his vision.
The advantage Conger’s site had was
its proximity to the lake, and because
travel by water was much faster and
easier than on land, James had no
trouble finding investors because on
paper it was a no-brainer. Since land
transportation in the form of streets and
railroads would not reach this area for
some time, people were much more
concerned with making the waterways
passable by dredging the shallow areas.
Conger purchased much of the village
himself with the help of his brother and
a few other investors, and he began by
buying out the farmers dotting the area.
The entire village was sectioned off into
plots, which were sold at auction on
October 3, 1836, but because the initial
sale wasn’t as he had hoped, James
ended up buying many of the empty
lots. In addition to the land, Conger also
purchased much of the necessities to get
the town started, such as a barn, cider
mill, a dock and farming implements.
Once the village was laid out,
construction began with the aid of
Conger’s tactical advertising. Not only
did he put out flyers announcing the
formation of Belvidere in large cities
throughout Ohio, but he also published
substantial promises about the future of
his city – Mechanics and others wishing
to settle in Belvidere will at all times
be accommodated with lots, furnished
with employment, and assisted to build,
if desired, upon the most favorable
terms, by applying to the subscriber at
Cleveland, Ohio, or at Belvidere. To
entice people even further to relocated
to his town, Conger had a map made of
the town to show potential residents all it
had to offer. While this was a great way
to bring people to the area, many visitors
were overcome with disappointment
once they arrived in Belvidere – the map
contained depictions of dwellings that
weren’t even in existence yet, as well as
a canal he claimed was dredged, but in
reality was just in the discussion stage
when the map was made. Eventually
a more accurate map was charted and

to read online anytime!

buildings were constructed, including a
general store, warehouse, sawmill and
gristmill. Once these businesses were
established, people from surrounding
communities, such as Mount Clemens,
began traveling to Belvidere to trade
goods. By 1838, the town now contained
a post office, multiple mechanic shops,
a tavern, a hotel and approximately 15
residences. Due to the proximity to Lake
St. Clair, fishing was a lucrative business
at the time – it was said that fish, such
as sturgeon, were so abundant that they
were also used to fertilize local farmland.
One of the major projects Conger was
banking on to propel his town was the
connection of the Clinton and Kalamazoo
Rivers, which would link both rivers
to the Mississippi. Unfortunately,
Mount Clemens also wanted the
waterways linked to them. Belvidere
was at a huge disadvantage when going
against Mount Clemens because it was
established several decades prior and it
had a great deal of political influence –
connecting the canal to Mount Clemens
would also eliminate the added cost of
the additional miles had it been linked to
Belvidere. The assumption that the city

today.
While the town experienced
issues with water levels since
the town’s inception, the
final devastating blow to the
prosperity of Belvidere came
in 1838. After a wet summer
the year prior, the winter
brought ice up to residents’
doorsteps, which severely
damaged many buildings.
As the land thawed, the area
was soaked with non-stop
rain, which raised the level of the lake
six feet. This filled nearly every cellar
with multiple feet of water, as well as
leaving foundations mangled to the point
that they were unusable. This was more
than most residents were willing to bear
and many families picked up and moved
elsewhere, but Conger wasn’t ready to
leave. James and his wife decided to
stay, and when the water levels filled
the lower level of the town’s hotel, the
couple retreated to the second floor – his
wife passed away a short time later. She
was originally buried in Belvidere before
being moved to higher ground when the
water rose again.

would eventually be connected by the
Lake St. Clair and Frederick Railroad
was another aspect Conger was heavily
relying on. This never materialized either
because the railroad was abandoned as
a result of the Panic of 1837. Despite
some setbacks, Belvidere received a
bank in 1838, which was referred to as
the Bank of Lake St. Clair, with a capital
of $50,000 and Conger as president.
As many other wildcat banks during
the time, it didn’t stay in business for
long, shutting its doors the same year it
opened – whether or not the money ever
circulated depends on the source, but
some of these bills are still in existence

Despite the horrible living conditions,
Conger wasn’t the only resident
unwilling to leave his home – because
of this, a few of the stores and mills
remained in business for many years
after Belvidere transformed into a ghost
town. Even though most residents new
to the area were shocked the first time
they saw the water levels approaching
their houses, this was a possibility that
Conger was well-aware of at the very
beginning of the town’s formation.
When a local Chippewa Indian heard the
noise of construction, he warned James,
telling him no can stay. Water come
high, wash away. Almost time. Every
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35 years – always come. This wasn’t
the only warning he received; around
the same time a Catholic priest familiar
with the area warned residents that it was
only a matter of time before the water
levels rose again. Apparently Conger
didn’t buy into the cautionary advice
very much.
One way he was able to supplement
his income after the demise of Belvidere
and losing everything, was by creating a
concoction he claimed would cure nearly
all ailments known to man. This was
often referred to as Conger’s Regulator
and Tonic Liver Pills – during the
cholera outbreaks throughout the 1840s,
everyone wanted his mixture, which he
advertised as a colonic stabilizer during
this time. After the death of his dream,
Conger spent some time practicing law
again, and from 1851 to 1853, he served
in the 32nd Congress as a representative
for the Whig party. James Conger passed
away on April 10, 1876, in St. Clair
County without a dime to his name.
His final wish was to be buried in his
beloved town – he was laid to rest in
Belvidere with a massive tombstone, but
as waters began to rise again, his body
was removed to Greenlawn Cemetery in
Columbus, Ohio.
Apparently during the 1880s, the
water receded for some time and the
area contained a handful of farms – it
is said that the hotel Conger lived in
for some time during the worst part of
the flooding remained until the 1890s.
One of the last times Belvidere was
mentioned publicly was in 1882, in
the Mount Clemens Monitor on July 7.
The steamboat Ida, which was actually
constructed in Belvidere, let off a spark
that caught the warehouse, two boats,
the windmills and a shed on fire. The
total loss was said to be $300, and with
the warehouse reduced to a pile of ashes,
one of the last original pieces of the town
was now gone. The only clues remaining
of what once stood near the mouth of
the Clinton River are the cemetery and
a handful of tombstones residing under
Lake St. Clair.
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TALL TALES And
FOLKLORE:
EXPLORInG MICHIGAn’S
TRAdITIOnAL STORIES
March 1– May 6, 2017
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 10am – 4pm
Thursday, 10 am – 8pm
Our state has a storied past. It includes characters
like Paul Bunyan, mysteries like Jimmy Hoffa’s
disappearance, tragic tales of ships lost on the
Great Lakes and a legacy of folksongs. The Lorenzo
Cultural Center’s exhibit examines the stories
and traditional lore that help shape
Michigan’s rich culture. Included will be
a traveling exhibit from Michigan State
University Museum and artifacts from
local museums and collectors, along with
displays, speakers, and performers
that will shed light on our state’s
cultural history.
Exhibit presented by:

Free
Admission

The AlberT l. lorenzo

Cultural Center

AT M A c o M b c o M M u n i T y c o l l e g e
MACOMB COUNTY’S PLACE FOR DISCOVERY

586.445.7348 | LorenzoCulturalCenter.com
44575 Garfield Road (at Hall Road), Clinton Township, MI 48038
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POOL & SPA Financ
KEEPING YOUR HOUSE COOL IN THE 5 OFF
SUMMER AND WARM IN THE WINTER!

5 OFF

Any Package
®

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a
place for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go
to our website www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all
persons submitting the correct answer
by the 15 th of the month, one person will
be randomly selected to be entered into
a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift
at the end of the year! On December 16,
2017, one winner will be drawn out of
all the monthly winners and the lucky
person will be notified.

Financing
Available!

(810) 385-6063
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

It is that time of year when
many Thumb Birds will be
returning home to Michigan
after hibernating in the
warmth of Florida sunshine during the winter months. What is a
Thumb Bird?
It is a part of that larger group of individuals
affectionately known as “Snowbirds”; what makes a Thumb Bird
unique is the fact that he or she resides part of the year in one of the nine counties
covered by ThumbPrint News (Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland, St.
Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola or Wayne) and part of the year in Florida. Some have
permanent second homes, some rent or stay with relatives, and some are on the
move with a recreational vehicle.
A few years ago, ThumbPrint News began the Thumb Bird group as a means of
getting Thumb Birds together for socializing and sharing their Florida and Michigan
experiences. The group meets twice each year – once in the winter months in
Florida and once in late summer in Michigan. At that time we have a potluck lunch
or dinner and, depending on who is hosting it, other fun activities may take place.
We are currently looking for someone to host our late summer get-together
(usually in August, but date can vary). If you would be willing to do so, please
contact ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net to discuss all the details. All of the
emailing, inviting, responding to RSVPs, etc. will be handled by our staff; the
majority of food will be contributed by the Thumb Bird members.
We are mainly looking for a location to host the event.
Are You a
If you are not yet a Thumb Bird and meet the qualifications
(living or having lived part of the year in the nine Michigan
Thumb Bird?
counties listed above and part of the year in Florida), please
consider joining our group. We need your name, addresses in
both Michigan and Florida, phone number and – very
important – an email address. Our main way to communicate
with members is by email. Please send all information to the
email address ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
Also, if you previously signed up to be a Thumb Bird and are
no longer interested in receiving our emails, please send a
message to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net as well.
Thank you – and we hope to see you at our next late summer
get-together (date and place not yet established).

Reserve your spot for a
SPRING INSTALLATION
of your New Inground Pool!

ing
Available!

Spring
Tanning
Specials
$
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Monday - Saturday
12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

Residential & Commercial
Truckmount Steam Cleaning
Carpet • Tile • Rugs
Upholstery • Emergency
Water Extractions

4 Rooms for $99
Some Restrictions Apply

Clean carpet means
less allergies and improved
indoor air quality.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

For our February contest, we asked our readers to identify the object
pictured to the left. Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Nancy
Tracy of Chesterfield, Michigan, was randomly chosen to be entered into
the year-end drawing. Nancy identified that the object is an antique horse
curry comb. According to Wikipedia, it is usually the first tool used in
daily grooming. The horse is rubbed or "curried" to help loosen dirt, hair
and other detritus, plus stimulate the skin to produce natural oils.
The curry comb is usually used in a circular motion to work
loose embedded material.
For our March contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the object pictured to the right is and
for what it is used. Remember, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.

GOOD LUCK!
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By Mike McGroarty
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

In the past few years, I've
read about and have seen
more interest in wildflowers,
so I figure it's about time I
jump in and add my two cents.
I have watched in despair
as some of my friends have
created a wildflower bed in
their yard, and have ended
with the biggest, ugliest patch
of weeds I have ever seen.
Why did they get weeds
instead of wildflowers?
Two reasons.
One they were armed with a lack of good information, and two, they
were lead to believe that planting a beautiful bed of wildflowers is so easy
that a child could do it. Actually, a child could do it, and with great success.
But only if that child were extremely lucky, or had a basic understanding of
exactly how to plant a bed of wildflowers and achieve incredible success.
In the next few minutes, I intend to arm you with enough good information
so you can successfully plant a beautiful bed of wildflowers that will have
your neighbors hanging over the fence asking you how ya did it.
First of all, you've got to understand what kind of a neighborhood
wildflowers like to live in. They tend to prefer wide open spaces with at
least eight hours of sunshine each day. It's true, they are sun worshipers.
They also like the soil to be rich in nutrients, and well drained. They don't
like hard packed soil, and they don't like to get their sneakers wet, only for
short periods of time.
If you have an area that tends to be wet, wildflowers are not the answer.
Wildflowers can be used for weed control, with a great deal of success. But
you have to give the wildflowers a running start, or the weeds will keep the
area "wildflower free". Weeds and wildflowers are both sun worshipers, so
who ever reaches the top first wins. Neither will grow well without adequate
sunlight. If you use this to your advantage, you can have a beautiful bed of
wildflowers that requires little maintenance.
The secret is proper bed preparation. You must create a bed that is as
weed-free as possible. You can do this by removing all the vegetation from
the area you intend to plant in, and then prepare the soil for planting by
tilling or raking to a depth of just one inch or less. Do not disturb the soil
any deeper than that, or you will just disturb dormant weed seeds that are
just waiting to be brought back to the surface so they can grow. You should
consider spraying the existing vegetation with Roundup before you remove
it. This will kill all the roots that might still be in the soil.
Keep in mind that you need to spray the weeds or grass with Roundup at
least three days before you disturb them. If you feel that the area you have
chosen has significant amount of weed seed near the surface, you might
consider letting the soil sit for about six days after you work it, then work
it again. Do this over and over, but don't work the soil more than one inch
deep. The longer you continue this process, the more apt you are to get the
bed as weed-free as possible.
Most weed seeds germinate rather quickly, so when you bring them to
the surface through your cultivation efforts, you are giving them a chance
to germinate. But then when you work the soil again in six days, you will
actually interrupt the germination process and the seed will be spent. The
longer you continue the process, the fewer viable weed seeds you will have
to contend with. Of course additional seeds are blowing in all the time, so
it's unrealistic to think that you can create a planting bed that is free of
weed seed.
The most important aspect of this process is to have your bed as ready
as possible, at the ideal time for planting wildflower seeds. The secret of
success is to plant the wildflower seeds at the ideal time so they take off
growing immediately, and beat the weeds at their own game.
The ideal time? Depends on where you live. If you're in zones one through
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CHEF WANTED!
WE ARE IN SEARCH OF A CHEF / COOK
WHO HAS A PASSION FOR FOOD CREATIVITY!!
MUST BE ABLE TO WORK WITH A FLUID MENU

7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039
CONTACT AL at (810) 614-8034 or Email Info to foxfirefixins@comcast.net
six, you should plant in the spring. If you're in zones seven through 11, you
should probably plant in the fall.
Wildflower seeds like warm soil. They will germinate best with a soil
temperature of 68 to 70 degrees Fahrenheit. So if you live in a cooler region,
you should wait until later in the spring to plant. There's no point planting
when the soil temperature is 45 degrees and have the seeds just lay there
while some of the weeds seeds germinate. You'd be much better off to
continue working the soil as described above until the soil temperature is
up to 68 degrees.
I'll say it again, just in case you missed it earlier. Don't work the soil any
deeper than one inch.
Now for planting the wildflower seeds.
The best way to plant your wildflower seeds is to distribute them with a
small hand held broadcast spreader, or to apply them in a manner that mimics
that technique. In order to get the best coverage you should thoroughly mix
the seeds with dry sand, vermiculite or potting soil to increase the volume
before you spread them. It's a lot easier to evenly distribute five pounds of
granular material over an area than it is eight ounces.
As you spread the seeds, walk in straight lines from one end of the bed to
the other. Then do the same thing from the side of the bed in a criss cross
pattern to the first set of footsteps you made. This will give you thorough
and even distribution. This is why you should mix the seeds with some sort
of filler material before you start, so you have plenty of volume to work with,
and will be able to cover the area completely and evenly.
I urge you to visit www.wildseedfarms.com and ask for a catalog, or call
their toll free number (800) 848-0078. This company publishes one of the
most complete and informative catalogs I've ever seen. They have a color
photo of each variety, along with a good description. They even tell you
what percentage of seeds you can expect to germinate, and this varies from
variety to variety, so they list this information for each variety.
They also tell you how long each variety takes to germinate, and what
the ideal soil temperature is. They also tell you how many seeds are in
each pack, how many seeds in a pound, and how much seed you need
to cover a given area. Wildflower seeds have germination periods of six to
28 days, so you have to keep this in mind as you plan your garden. If you
select a variety that has a 28-day germination period, you should select
a second variety with a much quicker germination period and mix them
together before sowing.
If you were to sow only seeds with a 28-day germination period, the weeds
would get a jump on the wildflowers, and you would likely end up with a
weed garden. When you mix seeds with different germination periods, the
faster germinating seeds will come up very quick, and act as a nurse crop
for the seeds that need more time, keeping the weeds and birds at bay until
all the seeds can germinate.
Good luck with your wildflower garden! Have fun, and enjoy.
Editor’s note: For more great gardening advice, visit Mike’s website
www.freeplants.com.
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FATHER
OF 4 SERVICES
~ old school craftsmanship ~
BEFORE

ROGER MORGAN SR.

AFTER

Ceramic Tile & Stone Installer
kixs822@netzero.net
Facebook, Roger Morgan Sr.

NO JOB’S TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL

24 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~ Union Certified Tile Mechanic

810-614-4780

a Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnis
By Patrici
t
March 20th – the date we’ve been waiting for since December 21st, the day we said hello
to winter and goodbye to lots of sunshine. This month we get to say goodbye to that old
man and hello to more blue skies and longer days. How lucky are we!
But, March isn’t only the time we start to get our green lawns back; it’s also the month we
all have the luck of the Irish for at least one day. It turns out, though, that the “luck of the
Irish” has nothing to do with happenstance and everything to do with what a person does to
make the future they dream about come true.
According to answers.com, “luck of the Irish” owes its origin to the USA. When the Irish
first arrived, they were very disliked, treated badly and even despised (clearly not one of our
country’s proudest moments). So when the Irish had any kind of success, most Americans
at the time didn’t think the Irish people were capable of achieving these successes, so they
called it luck. Talk about not getting your due! Today we can only hope that the group
of hard-working, freckle-faced people brushed off those demeaning and undeserving
comments and focused on their results.
Another description of luck is one of my go-to definitions; it’s the moment when
preparation meets opportunity – maybe the moment when hard work starts paying off.
I have a pristine example. I’ve been writing a column of encouragement since 2003.
For the first ten years, my column was read by only about 400 people as it appeared in the
newsletter for my business. Suffice to say, I’ve had plenty of practice with this writing and
oodles of preparation. Then in 2014, during an unlikely evening, an opportunity walked
right next to me. The interesting thing is that many people reading this newspaper have
been in that same room. It was at Diane and Al’s house, owners of this newspaper, and it
was during their annual History of the Christmas Tree Walk.
After being completely blown away by their home décor and all the Christmas trees, I
asked a volunteer about our hosts. She told me they owned multiple businesses and pointed
out Al in the crowd. I knew my column would be a good fit for their paper. But how could I
tell them? In my mind, the noise made by the 50 people in that room went silent. I felt my
courage percolating. I went up to Al, thanked him for hosting such a festive event, and then
I said, “My name is Pat Kubic and I have an idea that will strengthen your newspaper.” Al
asked me to explain, I did, and he told me to send sample columns to Diane. I did that on
Monday and my first column appeared in March, 2015.
By March 2016, I had been published in this paper for a year, which was a good track
record to show other newspapers. By the next month, I was a paid writer for a total of
four newspapers, with a cumulative circulation of over 261,000. Three years earlier, I was
writing for free for 400 people.
Would any of this have happened if I never started writing in 2003? Would my circulation
be this high if I never approached Al? Unknowingly, I had been preparing for ten years;
then I found the opportunity. Maybe it’s coincidence that my first column appeared in
March, our luckiest month. Who knows? But, what I do know is that it is never a mistake
to prepare yourself for the opportunity that will eventually find you. Don’t believe me? All
you need to do is ask an Irish friend.
You can contact Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

(810) 794-5678 for box elder bugs!

ABC
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If you have an event in April that you would like listed in the April issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by March 12, 2017. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events
that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - March 4 & 18
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 10:30 p.m.
Admission $6. Bring finger foods and
friends! Cancellations on WLEW and
WMIC radio. March 4 (our Mardi Gras
night) entertainment provided by
Melody Magic. March 18, (our
St. Patrick's night) by Emerson &
Benny. For more information
call Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - March 5
Lapeer Firelocks Muzzle
Loading Club 59th Annual
Muzzle Loading Arms and
Accoutrements Show, American
Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Open to
the public. Admission $5 (12 and
under free when accompanied by an
adult). For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer - March 7
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45 p.m.
‒ 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6 seniors,
$4 ages 7 - 12 (under 7 free). Public
welcome. All proceeds go towards
Lapeer District Schools' scholarship
fund. For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Dryden - March 9, 16, 23, 30 &
April 6
Discovering Your God-Given
Gifts Workshop, St. Cornelius

Church, 3834 N. Mill St., 6:30 p.m.
‒ 8:30 p.m. These five sessions will
uncover how God has uniquely gifted
you to live out your call to holiness,

lead a fulfilling life and go deeper into
your relationship with Jesus. Cost $45.
For more information call Sandy at
(218) 201-3700.

Imlay City - March 11
Martha Speaks, Goodland

Township Library, 2370 N. Van Dyke,
12:00 p.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m. Delta College
and Q-TV is bringing Martha Speaks
to visit with patrons. Snacks, activities,
pictures and reading provided. Free,
but registration is required and can be
done at goodlandtownshiplibrary.org
or by calling (810) 721-2110.

Lapeer - March 11
Euchre Tournament, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
lower hall, 6:30 p.m. ‒ 10:00 p.m. Public
welcome. For more information
call Carol at (810) 845-2886.

Lapeer - March 11
Spring Spectacular Craft and
Vendor Event, Mayfield Township

Hall, 1900 N. Saginaw, 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00
p.m. 30 different crafters and vendors.
Admission of $1 per adult will be
donated to local food banks. For
more information call Melodie
at (810) 656-2887.

Lapeer - March 14
Taco Night, American Legion Post

16, 1701 W. Genesee St., lower hall,
4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Public welcome.
$2 per taco. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - March 26
Star Salute Dinner Show
Tribute to Karen Carpenter,
Dolly Parton, Shania Twain
and Others, Elk's Lodge #2567, 200
E. Nepessing St., doors open at 5:00
p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., show at 7:00
p.m. Cash bar. Tickets $30 or table of
8 for $200 (includes buffet and show).
Reservations only. Call (810) 441-9075
to make reservations.

to read online anytime!

Macomb

Memphis - March 2, 9, 16,
23 & 30
Jam Night, Memphis Youth Center,

34758 Pratt Rd., 6:00 p.m. ‒ ? All
musicians of any age are welcome to
come and join other musicians to start
a band or just join in playing. Bring
your talent and instruments. Some
equipment available, but feel free to
bring your guitars, amps, drums, etc.
Sponsored by Memphis Parks and Rec.
For more information call Dave at
(810) 488-1294.

Richmond - March 3, 4, 5,
10, 11 & 12
The Complete Works of
Shakespeare: Abridged,

Richmond Community Theatre, 69619
Parker St., doors open at 7:30 p.m.,
show at 8:00 p.m. for Fridays and
Saturdays; doors open at 1:30 p.m.
and show at 2:00 p.m. for shows on
Sundays. For reservations or more
information call (586) 321-2611 or
visit RichmondTheatre.com.

Memphis - March 4
Jeremy White Fundraiser Sock
Hop, Memphis Lions Club, 34758 Pratt
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Help send
Jeremy to the Lions Convention in July
to play in the Michigan Lions All State
Band. All money raised will go to offset
the cost of this trip. Raffles/door prizes,
50/50. For more information call Dave
at (810) 488-1294.

New Baltimore - March 5
Flea Market, VFW Hall, 35011

23 Mile Rd. 9:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m.
Tables are available to sell your
items at only $10 per 8 ft. table.
Admission is free. For more information
call Michelle at (586) 746-6246
or Kay at (810) 388-0908.

Richmond - March 7
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome. The Bottle and
Can Drive to help those in need is
continung for the rest of the year. Call
(810) 392-5136 for the nearest drop-off
location. For larger donations a pickup
service is available.
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Memphis - March 8
55 and Up Night Out, Memphis

Youth Center, 34758 Pratt Rd., 4:00
p.m. ‒ ? Play cards, games, socialize
and enjoy a meal with friends.
Sponsored by Memphis Parks and Rec.
For more information call Dave at
(810) 488-1294.

Utica - March 12
Warren Polka Boosters St.
Patrick's Dance, K of C, 44425

Utica Rd., 2:00 p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m. Cost
$18 (includes beer, wine and pop).
Live band is John Gora from Ontario,
Canada. For more information call
Pat at (586) 566-8936 or Rose at
(586) 863-3780.

Richmond - March 18
Richmond Historic Society's
5th Annual Historic Tea, Maniaci's

Hall, 69227 N. Main, 1:00 p.m.
Scrumptious scones, sandwiches and
desserts abound while we journey
down the memory lane of fashion from
the Victorian Era through the 1960s.
For more information and tickets call
Christine at (586) 727-7773.

Romeo - March 18
St. Patrick's Corned Beef &
Cabbage VFW Aux. Fundraiser,

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Adults
$12, kids 4-10 $6, under 3 are free. For
more information contact Jenny
(586) 531-6203.

Richmond - March 19
Dance, Richmond K of C Hall, 68216

Grand Trunk Ave., 2:00 p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m.
$10 per person includes refreshments.
Polkas and variety music by Ted
Pavlik and Melody Makers. For more
information call (810) 364-7575.

Oakland

Rochester - March 2, 9, 16,
23 & 30
Coffee, Cake and True Islam,

Masjid Mahmood (Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community Center),
1730 W. Auburn Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 8:00
p.m. every Thursday. Informal and
candid coversations about Islam.
Intended for anyone interested in
learning about the faith from its
followers. Join us for a warm cup
of coffee, cake and some engaging
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
conversation. Free and open to the
public. For more information
call (248) 677-1316 or email
tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

Novi - March 24 - 26
Novi Backyard, Pool and
Spa Show, Suburban Collection

Showplace, 46100 Grand River Ave.,
3:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Friday, 11:00
a.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Saturday, and 11:00
a.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m. Sunday. Admission
$8, children 6 - 14 $4, 5 and under
free. For more information visit
NoviPoolShow.com call
(734) 398-9700.

St. Clair

Port Huron - March 2, 9, 16,
23 & 30
Slider Thursdays, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., noon ‒ 3:00 p.m. $4 for
3 burger sliders and fries. Held every
Thursday. For more information
call (810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - March 2, 9, 16,
23 & 30
Progressive Bingo, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., doors open at 4:30 p.m.
For more information call
(810) 982-9553.

Casco - March 3 - April 14
(every Friday)
All-You-Can-Eat Fish Dinner,

Perch Point Conservation Club, 7930
Meisner Rd., 5:00 p.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m.
$10 for fish, green beans, baked
potato, roll and dessert. Cash bar.
For more information email
queenchick25@yahoo.com.

Port Huron - March 3
Betty Kearns Little Black Dress
Event, Blue Water Convention Center,
500 Thomas Edison Pkwy., 6:00 p.m. ‒
10:00 p.m. This popular event includes
a buffet dinner, over 200 raffle items,
and live music by Ian Smith. The emcee
is Brian Smith of 90.7 HOPE FM. Funds
raised support breast cancer programs
in Port Huron. $40 per person.
Tickets available at the McLaren
Port Huron gift shop or Freighters
Eatery & Taproom. Sponsorships also
available. For more information email
debren90@gmail.com or call
(810) 987-2168.

Port Huron - March 3, 10, 17,
24 & 31
All-You-Can-Eat Cod Fish Fry,

Charles A. Hammond American Legion
Post 8, 1026 Sixth St., 4:30 p.m. ‒ 8:30
p.m. Other menu items also available.
For more information call
(810) 982-9553.

St. Clair - March 3
All-You-Can-Eat Fish, Shrimp
and Frog Legs, American Legion

Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave., 3:00 p.m.
‒ 7:00 p.m. Adults $10, under 12 $5,
under 5 are free. Also includes redskinned potatoes, coleslaw, garden
salad, rolls, homemade desserts and
ice cream. For more information email
Chris at mhawes3448@aol.com.

Casco - March 4
Sportsman's Swap Meet and
Gun Show, Perch Point Conservation
Club, 7930 Meisner Rd., 9:00 a.m.
‒ 2:30 p.m. Guns, knives, bows and
arrows, hunting, fishing, camping
and outdoor sports-related items.
Breakfast until 11:00 a.m.; lunch right
after. Beverages available. Tables $10.
For more information or table rental
contact Harry at (810) 278-5630
or Don at (586) 738-5038.

Clyde - March 4
Blue Water Area Humane
Society 15th Annual Charity
Auction, 4100 Griswold Rd., doors

open at 9:00 a.m.; auction begins at
10:00 a.m. Preview on Friday, March 3,
from 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Some items
available are an Ahrens lawnmower,
tools, grandfather clock, Victorian sofa,
inlaid end tables, twin life-sized lions
lawn statues, gun cabinet, and much,
much more. Food available for sale.
Accepting donations (tax deductible).
For more information call
(810) 984-2840.

Casco - March 5
St. Paul's 22nd Annual Chili
Cook-Off, Perch Point Conservation

Club, 7930 Meisner Rd., 4:00 p.m.
Tickets: adults $8, children 6 - 12
$5, 5 and under free. Includes chili
by our finest chefs, hotdogs, snacks,
coffee, soft drinks and water. Proceeds
for St. Paul's Ministry, helping area
food drives, needy families, etc. For
information call Pat at (810) 765-4808.

Port Huron - March 6
First Session of Widowed Care
Support Group, Colonial Woods
Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 8:30 p.m. This
is a support group for those who
have lost a spouse through death. 10
session program. Registration and
information: call (810) 984-5575.

Capac - March 7 - May 23 (every
Tuesday and Thursday only)
Indoor Senior Pickelball, Capac

Elementary School Cafeteria, 351
W. Kempf Ct., 4:00 p.m. (cancelled if
school is closed). Sponsored by Council
on Aging and Conrad Community
Center. For more information call
(810) 987-8811.

(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!

Yale - March 10 & 24 & April 7
Knights of Columbus Council
#8710 Fish Fry Dinners, Fr. Larry

Dunn Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 310
N. Main St., 12:00 p.m. ‒ 1:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Adults $12, ages
6 - 12 $6, 5 and under free. Carryouts
$12. For more information call
(810) 387-9800.

Algonac - March 11
Algonac Community Flea
Market, Algonac VFW, 3901 Pte.

Tremble, 10:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m.
Admission free. Table rentals $15 each.
For more information call Michelle at
(810) 278-3902.

Port Huron - March 16 - 19
Spring Musical - Lil' Abner,

Port Huron Northern Performing Arts
Center, 1799 Krafft Rd. Matinees 12:00
p.m. on March 16, 9:00 a.m. on March
17, 2:00 p.m. on March 18 and 19.
Evening performances at 7:00 p.m. on
March 16 - 18. Adults $10, seniors/
students $8. Call (810) 531-7379
for more information or for group
discounts.

Port Huron - March 18
BWCW's "Battle of Vampires",

Charles A. Hammond American Legion
Post 8, 1026 Sixth St., 7:30 p.m. ‒ 10:30
p.m. WWE's Gangrel vs. ECW's Kevin
Horn. First time ever in Michigan
history! Tickets on sale now - just $20.
Call (810) 982-9553 or (810) 937-2557
for more information or to
purchase tickets.

St. Clair - March 18
Euchre Tournament, St. Clair

Masonic Temple, 1800 St. Clair Hwy.,
doors open at 1:30 p.m.; play starts
at 2:00 p.m. Public welcome. $10 per
person. Door prizes, 50/50 drawing.
Refreshments are provided.
For more information call
Diane at (586) 337-2729.

Yale - March 19
Irish Stew Dinner, Fr. Larry Dunn

Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 310 N.
Main St., 12:00 p.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m. Adults
$10, ages 6 - 12 $5, preschool free.
Carryouts $10. Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/KofC8710.

Port Huron - March 21
One Pot Dinner, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., 4:30 p.m. ‒ 6:30 p.m. $6,
includes salad, rolls and dessert. For
more information call (810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - March 22
St. CLair County Family History
Group Meeting, Port Huron
Museum, 1115 Sixth St., 7:30 p.m.
The presentation will be on "What
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Happens to Your Research When You
Die?" Anyone interested in local history
or researching their family history is
welcome to attend our meetings. For
more information visit http://www.
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/
or call (317) 600-7813.

Algonac - March 23 -25
Friends of the Algonac-Clay
Library Book Sale, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr., 9:00
a.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
‒ 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.
Besides gently-used hardcover and
paperback books, we will also be
selling DVDs, CDs, audio books and
jigsaw puzzles. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Port Huron - March 25
Think Spring Craft and Vendor
Show, 1430 Military St., 10:00 a.m.

‒ 3:00 p.m. $1 admission (kids free).
Raffles, bake sale, and over 30 local
crafters and vendors. Sponsored by
Visiting Nurse Association and Blue
Water Hospice; proceeds will benefit
their programs. From more information
call Cricket at (810) 388-6056.

Sanilac

Sandusky - March 11 & 25
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley
School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. ‒ 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods. $6 for members,
$7 for guests (regular dances). $10
membership. March 11 (St. Patrick's
Day Dance) entertainment provided
by Melody Magic. March 25, by Dick
Hedrich & Son. For information call
Leola at (810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at
(810) 404-4250.

Port Sanilac - March 12
Sanilac Community Symphonic
Band Religious Concert, St.
Mary's Catholic Church, 7066 Main St.,
3:00 p.m. Uplifting music that is fun for
the whole family. For more information
call Hannah at (810) 404-4340.

Port Sanilac - March 19
Concert "Ourselves", Sanilac

County Historic Village and Museum
Church, 228 S. Ridge St., 3:00 p.m. This
awesome group returns for our annual
St. Patrick's Day celebration. Adults
$10, students $5, includes beer or
ginger ale and a corned beef sandwich.
Please call ahead for RSVPs
at (810 622-9946.

Tuscola

No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

Wayne

No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.
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T he F ederal C onsumer R eview F airness A ct

W hat you need to know about the new law
As consumers increasingly use the internet for shopping, learning about new restaurants,
finding that perfect contractor, and making travel arrangements, the more they are relying on
recommendations and reviews from other consumers about products and experiences. Many
consumers wonder about the truthfulness of these online reviews and recommendations and, if
they can they be trusted. Are the reviews from real customers, or are they simply employees,
paid reviewers, or in some case, people who have a vendetta against the business? They are
also concerned about retaliation from businesses for posting negative reviews.
Melanie Duquesnel
Businesses also are wary of online reviews because negative reviews can potentially damage their reputation.
In some cases, businesses are so concerned that they have gone as far as insisting that consumers agree to non-disparagement clauses which
restrict consumers from negatively reviewing them online. Customers that do not comply with the non-disparagement clauses have been faced with
lawsuits seeking damages and other repercussions. Some businesses have even made removing negative online reviews a stipulation for correcting a problem or
resolving a dispute.
Late last year, the Federal Consumer Review Fairness Act made changes to protect consumers who negatively review a business. This act “makes certain clauses of a form
contract void if it prohibits, or restricts, an individual from engaging in a review of a seller’s goods, services, or conduct.” If a consumer agreed to such clauses prior to the
Act becoming law, those contracts are voided following 90 days after enactment (or March 14, 2017). The act is now enforceable by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
and is considered an unfair or deceptive act or practice, and cannot be used as a basis for private lawsuits.
This Act is good news for consumers as they will no longer have to fear retribution if they post a negative review of a business. But the Act has implications for BBB
Accredited Businesses. Starting March 14, it will be illegal for any business/consumer contract to include a non-disparagement clause. If the Accredited Business uses a nondisparagement clause, they will be acting contrary to the new law, and therefore will be in violation of the BBB Code of Business Practices. This can jeopardize a business’
BBB Accreditation and lower their BBB rating.
Although this is a big win for consumers, businesses should see this as an opportunity to engage with their customers online to resolve conflicts. Businesses that show a
good faith effort to resolve disputes are often seen in a good light by others viewing the review, even when it’s negative.
BBB would like to remind consumers that BBB accepts reviews on our site as well. Businesses should encourage their customers to review them on BBB so that visitors
to their BBB Business Profile can view the comments. Businesses can rest assured that BBB continues to verify that reviews are submitted only by actual customers of the
business in order to eliminate false reviews. Consumers can submit reviews here: http://www.bbb.org/detroit/reviews/.
For other consumer protection information and tips, visit www.bbb.org or call us at (248) 223-9400.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that
fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your
local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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LOOSE THREADS
MAYVILLE'S LOOSE THREADS QUILT CLUB
CELEBRATES ITS 27TH YEAR
Submitted by Fran Campbell

The Loose Threads Quilt Club of Mayville, Michigan, has been
around for quite a few years. Back in 1990, a group of "quilters" got
together for classes to make new designs or learn a new technique.
The small library meeting room accommodated them, their sewing
machines, their cutting boards, etc.; but they soon found they
needed more room and more permanency, so they moved to every
other Wednesday and met at the Methodist Church next door to the
library in downtown Mayville.
The club grew and soon they were having a quilt show every year
at the library to show their handiwork and craftsmanship. In 2003,
the Mayville United Methodist Church built a new building, and with
their new move, the Loose Threads Quilt Club found a new home.
The Loose Threads, consisting of about sixteen members, make
heart pillows, which they donate to St. Mary's Hospital in Saginaw,
for patients who have had heart and breast cancer surgery. They
also make quilted lap robes for the residents at the Tuscola County
Convalescent Center, donating 100 in December 2016. Scraps from
quilts are saved and made into pet pillows and donated to a local
animal rescue facility.
The Club will host their Annual Quilt Show, now in its 27th year,
at the Mayville Library, on April 3rd through 15th, which includes an
open house scheduled for Wednesday, April 5th. Demonstrations,
quilt appraisals and vendor Elaine's Quilt Shop from Hadley will
be there with fabric and quilting items. A luncheon follows the
following Wednesday at the Mayville United Methodist Church.
Their first luncheon was held at St. Michael's Catholic Church
on M-24 in Mayville and featured Kaye Wood, a noted quilter.
Other well-known speakers have included Ami Simms, who is an
accomplished quilter and blogger with many interesting techniques.
Attended by quilters from near and far, the luncheon features a
guest speaker, this year being Coleen Merte of Northwater Quilt
Designs. Most of Coleen's designs start with an antique block which
she alters in order to create a contemporary look. Coleen will teach
a class after the luncheon. The fee is $25 and is limited to 15 people;
you must pre-register to attend . A pattern can be purchased for $8
at the class.
This year’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, April 12th. Luncheon
tickets are $15 each. The doors will open at 9:30 a.m., with the
program beginning at 10:30
a.m. Caroline's Quilt Shop
from West Branch will have
fabric and quilting notions
available before and after
the program. Lunch will
be served at 12:00 p.m.
and the class will follow
immediately after. A quilt
made by the Loose Threads
Quilt Club will be raffled
that day. Tickets can be
purchased at the Mayville
Public Library or by calling
Kathy Jansen at (989) 842-6418 or Doris Vernot at (989) 832-8040.

Today’s Best Music

To Advertise With Us Call Lisa at
www.foxfm.com

THIS

888-530-3426
THIS

OR

YOU DECIDE

Don’t Wait Until
It’s Too Late!
WE ARE YOUR LOCAL

CHIMNEY SWEEPING CREW

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees.com • abcbees@comcast.net

SPRING SOGGINESS
MAY CAUSE
SEPTIC TROUBLES.
WE CAN FIX THAT!

Licensed & Insured

DON’T FLUSH & FORGET!
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Flexsteel
Wallsaver
Recliner

Compare at $1,399

1,298

$

Flexsteel
Sofa

Compare at $2,599

Flexsteel
Reclining Sofa

1,498

$

Compare at $2,998

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture resistant cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

NORTH STORE

SOUTH STORE

Since 1947

®

5 YEARS
Special

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

bensff.com

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

FINANCING

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

OPEN 7 DAYS:
Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

