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hile the Midwest is generally
safe from many natural disasters,
such as hurricanes and earthquakes,
terrible storms are often generated around
BM1 Edgar Culbertson
the Great Lakes. When severe weather
strikes, the Coast Guard is responsible for handling emergencies that
take place around the thousands of miles of coastline surrounding
the United States.
Edgar Culbertson was born on October 13, 1935, in Ferndale,
Michigan, and attended Lincoln High School until 1952. After
leaving school in November of that year, Culbertson decided to
join the Coast Guard, serving from 1952 to 1956, in an active duty
position. At the end of his four years, he was awarded the Coast Guard
Good Conduct Medal for serving three consecutive years with no
disciplinary action. During the first year or so of duty, Edgar served
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in the Korean War, which earned
him the Korean Service Medal after
America ended its involvement in
the battle. Once he completed his
first four years in the USCG, he went into the reserves for the
next few years until 1958. Culbertson went back into active
duty in 1958, and two years later he was stationed in Duluth,
Minnesota, after reenlisting in the Coast Guard.
The first six years in Minnesota were served without
conflict, and Culbertson acquired a handful of other awards,
such as another Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal, which was
displayed with a bronze star that represents he received more
than one of these medals – he was also given the Coast Guard
Unit Commendation. This highest honor is bestowed upon a
unit that displays honorable and exemplary service of Coast
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he Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park is a
favorite destination for thousands of families
vacationing on the west side of Michigan. The park
has one of the state’s most popular swimming areas
located at the foot of the Otter Creek River where it flows
into Lake Michigan. While the area today is remembered by
most for holding fond family memories, the land had experienced some
dark times prior to becoming a park.
The history of the sandy Lake Michigan shore began as most of the other areas did
throughout the state beginning around the 1850s. Before the property could be sold to the public, the
state had to be surveyed, and because most of the terrain was said to be swamp land, a majority of the territory was available for as
low as 75 cents per acre. The Homestead Act of 1862 gave 160 acres to anyone 21 years of age or older, with no legal issues, as long
as they intended to build on the property. Many forests on the east side of the country had already been picked clean, which forced
lumber barons to head west in search of virgin land. Taking advantage of the recent legislation passed in 1862, many involved in the
logging industry would pay people to act as potential homesteaders in order to receive the free plot of land from the government.
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LETTER
TO THE

EDITOR
Dear Editor,
I received the January copy
of ThumbPrint News. I was
very impressed with David
Odziana’s article entitled,
“The Motor City’s Forgotten
Trailblazer.” It was an
enjoyable read that even my
10-year-old enjoyed hearing
about. Many new things were
learned! Please compliment
the author of this article and
keep up the great work!
Best,
John Meldrum
Chesterfield Resident

I have a confession to
make...I am an addict. I
cannot control myself. If
I go to a garage sale or
a thrift shop, I always
have to look at the book
section – cookbooks,
to be specific. And not
just any cookbook; I
am looking for the
older cookbooks that
were produced by
churches, women’s groups, small companies and clubs. Most of them
are softcover with a simple binding. I just love them! I find them
fascinating in so many ways that are more than just about cooking. I
will tell you about that in a minute.
The other day while I was garage saling with my husband, we
happened upon one home that often had sales that we had visited
several times over the past couple of years. The husband was a genuine
picker, just like one of those guys on the famous TV show, American
Pickers. He would attend every garage sale or auction that he could
find and “pick” items that he knew were of value to resale at his own
sales. We would occasionally find a trinket or two. His business card
says “Junker Jim”.
Because we are talking about a sale in Florida, the weather was
usually conducive to Jim having a sale most weekends. His entire
front yard would be filled with tent-covered tables, for the occasional
rain. His wife would be outside with him and they both seemed more
interested in visiting with the customers than making a sale. I think
it gave them something to do in their retirement years.
However, this time when we visited Jim’s sale, his wife was nowhere
to be seen. After talking a bit, we discovered that she had passed away
unexpectedly a couple of months ago and it became apparent that his
life was not the same without her. He had about 200 of her cookbooks
for sale – all the type that I drool over. He had them spread out over
an entire table. I spent a while looking them over – wanting them
all – but settling for three that appealed to me the most. I also was
thinking about her. When I asked how much he wanted for them, he
said, “Just take them.”
The next day (being the addict that I am) I told my husband that
I wanted to go back and look at those cookbooks one more time. He
obliged my obsession. However, when we arrived at Jim’s house, most
of the tables were taken down, as were the tents. What remained was
being packed into boxes by him and his three adult daughters. He told
us he was not going to do his sales anymore and he was having an
auction of things of value and the rest was going to Goodwill. I was
saddened with the thought that these sales just weren’t the same to
Jim without his wife being there.
I noticed that he had the cookbooks all boxed up in two large boxes
(like I said, probably 200 or so). I asked him if I could look through
them once again and he said, “Why don’t you just buy them all?” I told
him I really didn’t think I needed them all (though of course I wanted
them). He said, “Take them all for $5”.
You know the end to the story. I now have over 200 cookbooks to
keep me entertained this winter. Remember, I admitted I was an
addict. I guess that is the first step to recovery, right?
Now, back to why I love these old cookbooks. In addition to the new
recipes I find, these books are a peek into the history and flavors of
times gone by. In that collection I bought, there were books from 24
different states. There are also such hidden gems in many of these
books.

EDITOR

One example comes from a softcover cookbook called Add a Pinch
of Love with a Sprinkle of Memories by Eileen Van Audekerk. The
dedication says, “This book has been written for my grandchildren’s
grandchildren so they will know me and the world I grew up in.
Now, they will have something for Show and Tell.” Eileen spends
the first dozen or so pages recalling her early life for her descendants
in a particularly amusing way. She has some real pearls of wisdom,
such as:
Life and cooking are very similar. The fun, the learning,
and the work are in the planning and cooking. Success is
the icing on the cake. The cake can’t be served without
icing. If you eat only the icing, your teeth will rot. The cake
is necessary to nourish and make us grow. It is important
to always be thinking of the next cake and how to make it
better. If you do this, you are living life to the fullest.
She finishes her book with many of her own recipes that she
wants to pass down.
Another little gem of a cookbook is a softcover book from 1982
from Ebenezer Stone Church in Gerald, Missouri. Throughout the
book are peppered bits of wisdom (and I am sure they must be true
– it is from a church, you know). A few of the more interesting ones
to me follow:
• A whistling woman and a crowing hen are sure to come to some
bad end.
• If your thumb itches, you’ll have company.
• If the second toe of a woman is longer than her large toe, she’ll
henpeck her husband.
• If thirteen people sit down to a meal, one of them will die within
a year.
• Kissing wears out – cooking doesn’t.
• When the women hang their legs out of bed while sleeping, it is
a sign that the weather is warm enough to plant corn.
And they go on and on!
With the addition of these 200-plus cookbooks I not only have
plenty of reading material for the next couple of years, but I also
have enough recipes to last past my own lifetime. The dilemma I will
have is let’s say that if I want to make a coconut cake, which book
has the best recipe? I guess it is all going to be a gamble.
I can’t finish this column without leaving our readers a recipe from
one of the books. The recipe comes from one of the more interesting
books in the collection. The book is old as can be determined by the
yellowed pages being written with an old-fashioned typewriter. It is
unusual in that it doesn’t say where the book was written or when.
The cover is made of wood and simply reads, Welcome Stranger.
Here is Your Copy of Fine and Unusual Recipes. Four metal rings
hold the pages and cover together. If you try the recipe, let me know
if it turns out well. I still have 199 more books to look at before I
start cooking.
– Diane Kodet
Ginger Cookies
tin cup of molasses
1 cup lard
1 tblspoon soda
½ cup cold coffee
1 ½ tbl. ginger
1 pinch salt
Put soda in molasses and beat until it turns white.
Enough flour to make a stiff dough. Roll and cut and then bake.
(The above spelling and directions copied as appeared in the cookbook.)
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Coupon may not be combined
with any other offers and must
be presented at box office
(no online discounts).
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At McLaren Port Huron, we understand that when
you need emergency care, the waiting room is
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an online registration for non-life-threatening
emergencies so you can check in to our ER right
from home and minimize the wait when you arrive.
Just visit mclaren.org/phER to select an ER
treatment time that fits your schedule.
The next time you need expert ER care for nonlife-threatening emergencies, register online so the
waiting room can be your living room. It’s one more
way McLaren Port Huron is doing what’s best.
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has been traveling the world ever since its
beginning nine years ago. In just that short time, our faithful
States and to all seven continents, photographing
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This month Margaret Sarna, of Troy,Michigan, sent us a photo of herself holding the paper
in front of the Auto Train Station in Virginia. Here is what she had to say about the photo:
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A Nutritional Approach
to Our Auditory Health
for National Nutrition Month
Contributed by Amber Deegan

Marketing Director for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

When we examine any aspect of our health, we
should take a whole-body approach being that the
human body is an interconnected system of many complex
parts. If we look at the auditory system specifically, we will find that is closely
connected to our cardiovascular and nervous systems. The type of foods and
beverages that we consume have a major effect on the health and well-being
of our entire structure. There's so much truth to the proverbial saying, “you
are what you eat”. Consuming clean, quality water and raw organic fruits
and vegetables that are packed full of essential vitamins and nutrients help to
keep our arteries and veins clear and open to ensure blood flow to the heart,
brain and other organs, thus keeping us in optimal health. A 2010 study in
the American Journal of Audiology discovered that healthy blood flow was
necessary for healthy hearing. Conversely, when we consume unhealthy foods
that are highly processed and full of saturated and trans fats, refined sugars
and toxic chemicals, degenerative health conditions such as heart disease,
diabetes and high blood pressure are inevitable and have been closely linked to
increased hearing loss.

THE STATISTICS ARE STAGGERING:
•

Hearing loss is twice as common in individuals who have diabetes than in
those without.
• Studies suggest those with hypertension have a greater incidence of
hearing loss than those without.
• Those that suffer from untreated severe hearing loss are said to be five
times more likely to develop dementia.
• Mild to moderate untreated hearing loss leads to cognitive decline and
may be an early indicator for Alzheimer’s disease.
• Individuals with untreated hearing loss are twice as likely to be depressed
than those who have normal hearing or those who wear hearing devices.
Additionally, the foods we consume have a major effect on our nervous system
and mood, which can contribute to emotional strain, depression and anxiety.
Products, such as processed refined sugars, tend to cause our blood sugar levels
to move up and down like a rollercoaster, consequently causing our mood to
do the same. A study conducted by the Seniors Research Group, an alliance
between NCOA and Market Strategies, Inc., surveyed 2,300 hearing impaired
adults age 50 and older and found that those with untreated hearing loss were
more likely to report depression, anxiety and paranoia and were less likely to
participate in organized social activities. Dealing with untreated hearing loss
alone tends to have many negative psychological effects, thus having an even
greater negative impact when coupled with the stress and mood swings caused
by an unhealthy diet. This is why it’s even more important to place a higher
emphasis on nutrition if we suffer from hearing loss.
In the famous words of Greek physician Hippocrates,
“Let food be thy medicine; thy medicine shall be
food!" The true key is prevention and the
healthier we are, the less likely we are to
experience debilitating ailments such heart
disease, diabetes, dementia and high blood
pressure which are linked to hearing loss.
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community
in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of
untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com
or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 35 locations: (810) 356-0559.

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

Hearing loss can lead to dementia, emotional strain and fatigue.
Hearing loss can be caused by
age, infections, heart conditions or
stroke, head injuries, tumors and
certain medicines, and can be
dangerous if left untreated.
Screenings help detect the start of
hearing loss and prevent further
hearing issues.

Why Should I Get a Free Hearing Screening?

Everyone over age 60 should have a baseline
hearing screening and should be checked
regularly, similar to an eye exam.
Hearing loss can be an early warning sign or
is linked to ailments including: cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, dementia and Alzheimer’s.
That’s why it’s so important to be proactive
about your health and take advantage of this
advanced screening technology to see if you
have immediate or long-term issues.

™

Helping the world hear better

DO NOT CASH • THIS IS NOT A CHECK

Expires March 29, 2019

DOLLARS
THE SUM OF:

One Thousand Dollars and 00/100*

CENTS

$1000 00*

PAY TO THE ORDER OF:

Your Name Here!
123 Oak Street
City, State, Zip

Authorized Signature

*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Trust™ 17 or 9 hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount taken off MSRP.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one check per person.
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NATIONAL PARK Most of the work was done during the cold winter months by

immigrants trying to earn enough money to buy land to farm
for themselves. They were usually paid $1.50 to $2.00 a day to perform the exhausting
labor for 14 hours a day or more.
One of the numerous lumber settlements that popped up throughout the thick forests
of Michigan was Aral, a town whose history dates back to 1853. Orange Risdon from
Saline, Michigan, was tasked with surveying a great deal of land in the northern section
of the state – when he came to the land near the mouth of Otter Creek, Risdon grew
fond of the property, purchasing 122 acres with his wife Sally. No evidence shows that
Risdon did any improvements before he eventually sold the plot to Robert Bancroft,
who was a Civil War photographer. Bancroft soon used 20 acres of the land to construct
a log cabin, plant an apple orchard and black locust trees.
Once the land around Muskegon and Grand Haven was cleared, logging companies
began moving in on property around Otter Creek. A doctor by the name of Arthur
O’Leary from Wisconsin purchased a large portion of forest in the area and began
setting up his logging production. By 1881, the landscape now held a two-story sawmill
and the creek was dammed in front of the mill to hold the logs waiting to be cut up.
Bancroft constructed a dorm for workers to sleep, as well as a horse barn, which was
situated just north of Otter Creek on Lake Michigan – the sawmill began operating
that year. Since O’Leary had the financial means to acquire a great deal of land but
didn’t have any experience in the industry, he hired Charles T. Wright to manage the
operation. While the mill was at a standstill during the cold winter months, the forests
were bustling with lumberjacks harvesting trees – the Aral mill employed 150 men
in the woods during the winter and approximately 50 men throughout the summer to
operate the sawmill. During the early years of business, Wright traveled back and forth
from Wisconsin, but by 1888, he erected a home near Bancroft for him and his wife.
Within just a few years of the sawmill running, the town was starting to develop into
a community, getting a post office in 1883, which meant the residents must now choose
a town name – Dr. Thurber was named the first postmaster in town. The first suggestion
was Otter Creek, and after it was discovered to already be in use, they chose Bancroft,
which was already taken as well. An employee at the sawmill suggested Aral after the
ocean in Central Asia, and while the name was accepted, most locals still referred to
it as Otter Creek or Kirk. A few years after the introduction of the post office, Aral
had approximately 200
residents and the area now
had another boarding house,
a general store, a church, a
meeting hall and a school.
It is believed that sometime
prior to 1889, the sawmill
caught fire and burned
down, but O’Leary wasted
no time before rebuilding a
bigger mill.
Aral (contributed by Benzie Area Historical Society)
While Wright had been
doing a satisfactory job running the business for some time, one of his downfalls was
said to be his temper. This trait was put on display in August of 1889, when Wright
refused to pay the tax increase implemented because he thought the rate hike was
unacceptable. This resulted in the county sheriff A.B. Case being directed to issue a
court order to seize the logs on the property, which officials hoped would force Wright
to pay his taxes. On August 10, the county sheriff sent his deputy Neil Marshall to Aral
to enforce the writ. The deputy arrived at the sawmill around 10:00 a.m., causing a
scuffle to quickly break out, so Marshall decided to diffuse the situation by going to the
hotel for food. After he finished eating, he was joined by Dr. Thurber, and together the
two went back to the mill – one of the employees saw them heading toward Wright, and
after warning them of the oncoming visitors, Wright grabbed his gun.
Just as the first visit played out, an altercation broke out as soon as Thurber and
Marshall arrived. After a short argument between Wright and the deputy, Wright raised
his rifle, took aim and shot and killed the officer. Reacting out of instinct, Thurber
attempted to grab the rifle out of his hands – after the two struggled, Wright eventually
lost the battle for the rifle. Wright quickly pulled out a handgun from his pocket and shot
Thurber once in the head and again in the chest, killing him. With two lifeless bodies at
the mill, work continued for a short time as if nothing happened, but eventually Wright
made the call to shut down the plant, pay his men for the day and disappear into the
woods.
Just a few hours after the killings took place, prosecuting attorney George Covell
Continued from Page 1
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received a telegram
explaining what
happened. The
attorney, along with
a newspaper editor
and photographer,
traveled with
Covell to Frankfort
to board the steamer
Dewar, where a
group of 20 men
were waiting to go
to Aral with them.
When the posse
finally arrived at the town, they Hanging Tree (contributed by Benzie Area Historical Society)
began searching for Wright, but they were unable to locate him. They did, however,
find one of his mill employees, a Native American handyman named Lahala, and they
quickly began interrogating him to try to get him to reveal where Wright was hiding.
After refusing to talk, the group of men grabbed a rope and strung it over a pine tree
branch, threatening to hang him if he didn’t talk. Lahala was lifted off the ground twice
to show him they were serious, but he still said nothing – just as he was about to be
lifted for the third time, two men came out of the woods escorting Wright.
Wright was allowed to spend one hour with his wife before the group of men took
him back to Frankfort aboard the Dewar. Just a few days later, Wright stood trial for
murder, and on April 30, 1890, Wright was sentenced to life in Jackson Prison. Wright
spent the next decade of his life incarcerated and working as a bookkeeper – it was
around this time that an unexplainable series of events took place. As one of his last
uses of power in office, Michigan Governor Hazen Pingree decided to release Wright
from his life sentence in 1900. No one is really sure what compelled the governor to do
this, but it did result in a great deal of protest from friends and family of the slain men
because they were beloved in the community. Once Wright was released, he set off to
find his wife, who was now remarried – it is said that Wright made things so awkward
for her new husband that the other man left town, and Wright and his wife reportedly
ran off to the west coast.
The mill was managed by a few different people throughout the last few years of
operation. One Sunday afternoon in 1899, a call came in that the mill was on fire,
and because it wasn’t open on Sundays, the first thought was arson, although it was
never proven. As the years passed, a few companies used the forests and the river to
continue logging operations, but as for Aral, the entire town was pretty much desolate
by 1904. With the post office now closed, the only family that remained in the town
was the Bancrofts until around 1908, when the Israelite House of David moved to the
area. They rebuilt the sawmill and continued to clear what little timber was left in the
forests. After a short stay of just a few years, the House of David group was forced to
shut down the mill because there was nothing left to be used as timber by 1911, once
again leaving the Bancroft family as the only residents until they left as well in 1922.
The land saw little activity for nearly half a century until it was converted into a
national park for all Michigan vacationers to enjoy in 1970 – sadly, just as the Aral Sea
in Central Asia disappeared, the small town in the Mitten State is nothing more than a
small reminder of a bygone era.
Esch Road Beach dune view
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WASHINGTON ELEVATOR
7030 West Road, Washington, MI • (586) 781-4822
(1/2 mile north of 26 Mile Rd., then 1/2 mile west of Van Dyke)
HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-12
www.washingtonelevator.com

Annual March
Fertilizer Sale!
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M-53

CAPITOL
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Van Dyke

$60
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WE ALSO HAVE ORGANICS! Alfalfa Meal • Corn Gluten Meal • Turf Nurture • Organic Poultry Fertilizer • Milorganite & MORE!
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By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

The top shelves in my cupboards are empty. Well, at least they were
empty two weeks ago.
Lately, I've been in this season of giving everything away. I can't easily
reach up to the top of the cupboards anymore and it's just me here in
my home. I don't need all this "stuff," I've reasoned. And my f riends are
getting tired of me continually asking them, "Do you want this? How
about this? This?"
Guess what. My top shelves are full again.
I couldn't help it! You see, it seems my mother is in the very same "giving
everything away" season and she has sent me away with a box each time
I've left her house. On the top shelf of my kitchen cupboards are now
several beautiful tea cups and saucers that date back to more than 100
years ago. I don't even drink tea, but I'm certainly tempted to now! They
are too pretty to just sit and collect dust! And they were a sweet addition
to my kitchen!
But my favorite gift f rom her this past
Christmas season was a set of three
dishes that belonged to my great
great grandmother, so they are very,
very, very old.
Old dishes meant little to me
before my f riend in Washington
State had my son drive to
Kalamazoo, Michigan, to pick up
a set, and she spent (I won't tell
you – you'll choke) to have us ship
them to her f rom Michigan to
Washington. They matched her
grandmother's set and she simply
had to have them. I get it now,
Joanna! And even though I never
knew my great great grandmother, I
don't really want to eat off of any other
plate. Just that pretty lavender one!
Yesterday my granddaughter gave my mother a hug. Decades f rom
now, she may not remember yesterday, or giving her a hug, or even
remember her great grandmother at all. But I'm going to make sure she
remembers her biscuits and jam, and I'm going to make sure when she
and her brother come over to Gummy's house, they eat those biscuits
with strawberry jam on just the right lavender, 100+-year-old dishes.
I love my hand-me-down, generation-to-generation dishes! Best gift ever!

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!
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***

PROTECT YOUR HOME
How To Prevent Frozen Pipes

Frigid winter temperatures can cause pipes to freeze – or even burst!
While we can’t control the weather, there are things we can do to help prevent pipes from
freezing. Here are some ideas that may be of help*:
MARKET MATTERS
 Drain water from pipes that are likely to freeze. This includes your swimming pool
Polar Vortex, early spring, who the heck knows – it’s Michigan and we love it.
and sprinkler water supply lines.
Signs of spring are beginning to appear in the residential real estate market. We
 Disconnect any hoses from the outside of your home, drain the hoses and store
are starting to see increasing numbers of new listings coming on the market.
them in the garage. Make sure to close the indoor valves supplying these outdoor
Inventory is still short, with a continuing reduced supply of homes available for
access points.
 Insulate the area around vents and light fixtures. This helps prevent heat from
sale, priced below $300,000. It is still a Seller’s market for moderately-priced
escaping into the attic.
homes. The opposite remains true for homes above $500,000, where there is
 Seal any wall cracks. Be sure to pay careful attention to the areas around utility
more supply than demand, and it continues to be a Buyer’s market.
service lines.
 Open kitchen cabinets. This allows the warm air to circulate around
the pipes.
January 2018 - December 2018
 Keep the garage doors closed to protect water lines.
$0 - $200,000
$200,000 - $500,000
$500,000+
Seller’s Market
4 months or less supply of homes
 Allow your faucets to drip cold water on the coldest days. The
On Monthly
On Monthly
On Monthly
Sales
Sales
Sales
County
A Seller’s Market is characterized by
Market supply
Market supply
Market supply
movement will make it harder for the water to freeze.
superior demand for the available
 Keep your thermostat at the same temperature day and night. Never
Gratiot County
285 128
5
16
9
7
supply. Strong price appreciation
let it fall below 55 degrees Fahrenheit when you leave your home.
Ionia County
492 118
3
125
50
5
1
1
usually accompanies the conditions.

Ensure
you have proper seals on all doors and windows.
Kent County
5149 704
2
4178 981
3
405 250
7
Balanced Market

Place
a
60-watt bulb in areas where you’re concerned about pipes
Livingston County
714 141
2
1980 604
4
165 117
9
5-8 months supply of homes
freezing. Make sure there are no combustible materials near the
In a normal Balanced Market, buyer
Macomb County
9053 2143
3
4768 1618
4
165 264
17
bulb.
Montcalm County
625 180
3
152
57
5
3
8
32 demand is roughly equal to the supply

Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Inventory by Price Range

Oakland County
6752 1490
3
9945 2874
3
1974 1357
St. Clair County
845 191
3
350 121
4
22
19
Washtenaw County
804 164
2
2134 441
2
503 258
Wayne County
13943 4818
4
4634 1358
4
484 395
Total Realcomp
31763 9264
3 21571 6694
4
2897 2250
Total SWMRIC
22037 5141
3 12116 4143
4
1233 1146
*Buyers Market - No sales in last 12 months in this area and price range

8
10
6
10
9
11

of homes available. It is imperative to
price at or slightly above the actual
market value to generate a sale.
Buyer’s Market
Over 9 months supply of homes

A Buyer’s Market is represented by an
oversupply of homes and weak buyer
demand. Soft selling prices usually
result from these conditions.

*Originally published by Erie Insurance and updated with new information on January
24, 2019 (Credit: Erie Sense Blog).
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland,
Macomb Counties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of
realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker
in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or (810) 278-6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
• One Contractor from Start to Finish

For a custom, integrated marketing campaign on-air and online, email us at sales@FoxFM.com.
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Family Owned Since 1952

CARING FOR YOURSELF WHILE CARING FOR A LOVED ONE
Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaison for Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

Providing care for a loved one with life-limiting illness can be challenging
and sometimes feel overwhelming. However, it can also be a very rewarding
experience that strengthens your relationship and leaves you with a sense of
satisfaction for a job well done. The key to being an effective caregiver is to
realize the importance of meeting your own needs at the same time.
Many people say that caring for a family member feels like a full-time
job, especially when they have other obligations, such as raising children or
working outside of the home. Even under the best of conditions, caregiving
is not easy. Your loved one may need assistance throughout the day with
normal activities of daily living, such as bathing, dressing, eating, toileting and
mobility. These are things that most of us take for granted, but those with a
serious illness may be dependent on others. The physical and emotional toll
of providing such care can be stressful and exhausting.
It has often been said that you can’t care for others if you don’t care
for yourself. It’s important to find a balance and not let your own health
become affected by your role as a caregiver. You need to ensure that you
get enough sleep and eat nutritious meals. Exercise is also an important part
of maintaining your health and even 20 to 30 minutes a day can help. Be
sure to keep your own medical appointments and take any medications as
prescribed. Allow some time to decompress and focus on doing something
you find relaxing or enjoyable. You have to know your limits and not be
afraid to ask for help when needed. If possible, try to arrange a support
system with occasional assistance from others. Acknowledge and share your
feelings of worry, guilt, anger or frustration, as these are common and to be
expected.
Patients that are enrolled in hospice care receive the services of a home
health aide, nurse and volunteers that provide help for the full-time caregiver.
Hospice also offers a respite benefit that allows caregivers a few days of
reprieve while their loved one is cared for at a local nursing facility. Ideally,
the patient returns home to a caregiver that is rested and refreshed.
Providing the intimate, personal care that a loved one needs can be very
fulfilling and satisfying for many people. The experience may help with
accepting your loss and beginning the grieving process. Remember that
you are not alone. Caregiver support groups are available both locally and
nationally. Visit the Family Caregiver Alliance at www.caregiver.org for
guidance.
I am available to answer questions at (810)294-8580.

Authorized OTICON Provider

START TO FINISH TOTAL BATH REMODELING
Less Mess & Less Demolition
NEW BATH AREA
in as little as 1-2 days
FULL LINE
of Safety & Accessibility Products

Luxury
Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

Bath

Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and is not
intended to be legal or medical advice.
Our thanks to reader, Joe
Romano, for pointing out
several errors in the map
of Protected Areas in the
Thumb that appeared in the
January 2019 issue's article,
"Hunting, Fishing and Recreation Treasure Spots: State Game and
Wildlife Areas in Michigan’s Thumb". Two of the errors were that the
Chesterfield SGA is indeed in Macomb County (not St. Clair County), and
the Flynn SGA in Sanilac is not shown on the graphic. The author used
the state website and a Michigan Atlas and Gazetteer as references for the
article, and any errors were unintentional. Good find. Thanks for reading.
In the February 2019 issue's "What Happened On This Day in History"
column, the fact on the 18th about Iwo Jima was listed incorrectly; it should
be listed on the 19th.

MANY STYLES OF WALK-IN
SHOWERS & TUBS AVAILABLE

50% OFF

WINTER SAVINGS SPECIAL!

Labor on
Total Bath
Remodel

See store for details. Expires 3/31/19

Since 1991, Luxury Bath
has been transforming old,
tired bathrooms into
refreshing, beautiful, new
ones. On our website, you
can find solutions for:

Bath • Shower • Wall
Accessible Bathrooms
Accessory Choices

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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By Pamela Grey-Pugliese

CottageLiving

FOR JUST

3995*

freepik.com

$

This complete water softener
courtesy check includes:

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com
Offer expires 03/31/2019
*Any required parts and labor are not included in price of inspection.

Inspect ANY BRAND
non-Kinetico softener
Test water
Check brine drum
Check for proper operation
Adjust all settings

ThumbPrint News Columnist

It is at this time of the late winter
season that I start to get antsy —
antsy for the warmer weather and
for the beautiful spring and summer
seasons in Michigan to begin. Along
with that excited and nervous energy comes that tiny question in the back of my mind of what
needs to be done to get the cottage ready for the season.
Turning on the water and checking out the plumbing and pipes that have sat dormant in our
below-freezing temperatures before the first use is the first order of business. Of course, that
water turn-on thing is dependent on our temperamental Michigan weather that can be a little
tricky with a slow start.
Next, my thoughts float to the work ahead of me getting my little place in cleaning order and
ready for guests. Over the winter months, I get all kinds of creative ideas in my mind about how
I want to change things up a bit, such as decorating the outside, moving the furniture around,
where exactly I should place the chili pepper lights in the kitchen, etc. Despite my intentions to put
forth an effort, I almost always seem to revert back to that old “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” rule.
A bit of yard work awaits me when the spring finally hits and the thaw is almost done. I see some
autumn leaves that I neglected in the fall still waiting for me to rake out and burn, making room
for the greenery of spring.
I love when the early spring hits and I begin to see my neighbors opening up their cottages as
well. At that point, I realize that we have the entire spring and the whole summer with good times
ahead of us.
I am so antsy that I have to get out of the house on the weekends and head up to the cottage
more and more. Being cooped up in the winter just gets old really fast.
The anticipation of opening up the cottage keeps me happy and anxious in a good way. Hopefully
by this time of the year, my city home is in good, organized shape and ready to be a bit overlooked
for a few months as my focus stays on my little cabin as the weather starts to warm up. Walks to
the beach can be a bit muddy and still chilly in March, but that’s okay; there is always a bonfire
going to stand near and warm up with!
Michigan is really a beautiful state in the spring and summer. If we can make it through the
bitter temperatures and snowy season, the spring welcomes us and the anticipation begins. We
will still get chilly nights, and even chances of snow at this time of year, but the good news is that
it won’t last too much longer before we can surrender our thick coats for just a sweatshirt or light
jacket. Then on to just a t-shirt and shorts! Yes, I’m getting antsy! Happy St. Patrick’s Day,
ThumbPrint News readers!
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On this day
in 1949,
Detroit Tiger pitcher
Art Houtteman is
critically injured in
an auto accident,
but recovers to go
on to win 15 games
that year.

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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1

2

On this day
in 1642,
Georgeana, Maine,
becomes the first
incorporated
American city.

On this day
in 1923, in
Italy, Mussolini
admits that women
have a right to vote,
but declares that
the time is not
right.

5

6

7

8

9

11

12

On this day
in 1951, the
comic strip “Dennis
the Menace”, first
appears in the
British comic
magazine The
Beano.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

On this day in
1931, President
Herbert Hoover
signs a bill that
makes Francis
Scott Key’s “Star
Spangled Banner,”
the national
anthem.

On this day
in 1762, the
first recorded
St. Patrick’s Day
parade is held in
New York
City.

On this day
in 1908, the
New York board of
education bans the
act of whipping
students in school.

On this day
in 1744,
English auction
house Sotheby’s
holds its first ever
auction of books in
London.

On this
day in 1856,
Georgia becomes
the first state to
regulate railroads.

On this day
On this day
in 1965,
in 1589,
cosmonaut Alexei
William Bradford,
Leonov becomes
governor of
the first man to
Plymouth colony for
spacewalk when he 30 years, is born.
exits the Voskhod 2
while in orbit
around the Earth.

On this day
On this day
in 1947,
in 1862,
Sir Elton John is
abolitionist Wendell
born in Pinner,
Phillips speaks to a
Middlesex, England. On this day in 1953,
crowd about
Dr. Jonas Salk
emancipation in
announces the first
Cincinnati, Ohio,
effective vaccine to
and is pelted by
prevent polio.
eggs.

On this day
in 1475,
Michelangelo,
Italian sculptor,
painter, architect
and poet of the
High Renaissance,
is born in Caprese,
Tuscany.
On this day
in 1942,
Julia Flikke of the
Nurse Corps
becomes the first
woman colonel in
the U.S. Army.

On this day
in 1969,
Senator Edward
Kennedy calls on
the United States
to close all bases
in Taiwan.

On this day
in 1941,
Takeo Yoshikawa
arrives in Oahu,
Hawaii, to begin
spying for Japan
on the U.S. fleet at
Pearl Harbor.

Page 13

On this day
On this day
On this day in
1932, the Ford
in 1945,
in 1562,
Hunger March, a
International
kissing in public is
demonstration by
Women’s Day is
banned in Naples,
unemployed auto
first observed.
Italy, punishable by
workers, starts
death.
peacefully and ends
in a riot, resulting in
four killed and over
60 injured.
On this day
On this day
On this day
in 44 B.C.,
in 1985,
in 1923,
Julius Caesar is
Associated Press
President Warren
stabbed to death by
newsman Terry
G. Harding
becomes the first Brutus, Cassius and Anderson is taken
several other
hostage
U.S. President to
in
file an income tax Roman senators on
the Ides of March Beirut.
report.
in Rome.
On this day
in 1906,
Ohio passes a law
that prohibits
hazing by
fraternities.

On this day
in 1933, the
Nazis order a ban
on all Jews in
businesses,
professions and
schools.

On this day
in 1954,
Northland Center,
the world’s largest
shopping mall at
the time, opens in
Oak Park,
Michigan.

On this day
in 1867, the
United States
purchases Alaska
from Russia for
$7.2 million dollars.

On this day
in 1857, the
first passenger
elevator, designed
by Elisha Otis, is
installed in a
department store
in New York City.

On this day
in 2002,
Queen Elizabeth,
the Queen Mother
of the
United
Kingdom,
dies at
101.

31

On this day
in 1966,
an estimated
200,000 anti-war
demonstrators
march in New York
City.

freepik.com

Editor’s note: The purpose of this calendar is to provide entertainment for our readers and to mention lesser-known events that have happened on
any given day. We are aware that there also may be well-known events that have happened on these days, and not listing them does not indicate
that we are unaware of their importance.
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Catherine died only days apart in January 1688, and were buried in Rivierer Quelie,
Quebec.
One child, Charles Miville dit Deschenes, born 1677, married first to Louise
E
L
Charlotte
Grodin, and had one child. He then married Marthe Marie Vallee
L
I
LE MANVILL MANVILLE MAYV
Bourgeit Lavalle, born in 1683, and had nine children with her. One was Pierre
MIVIL
Miville dit Deschenes, born in 1719. He married Marie Luce Richard, born 1724,
S
E
I
L
I
and they had 11 children.
FAM
One of their offspring was Charles Jean Baptiste Miville dit Deschenes dit
FROM QUEBEC TO IRA AND
Minville, born 1753, who married Marie Angelique Poitvin dit Arpin, born 1766,
CASCO TOWNSHIPS, MICHIGAN
in St. Ours, Quebec. They had 10 children.
How would you feel if you were
Vital Miville, born in 1802, one of the ten children, married Theotiste Bibeau,
a French soldier on a three-year born in 1802, in St. Ours, Quebec, in 1828. They came to Michigan about 1840,
assignment, sent from France to Quebec from St. Cesaire, Quebec, and settled in Ira and Casco Townships, St. Clair County,
Submitted by
to protect the French holdings from the English Michigan. They arrived with their four children, Antoine Anthony Vital aka Otto
Mary Ann Hubbard,
Granddaughter
and the angry native inhabitants, located far away (Miville) Mayville, born in 1832, Pierre Peter (Miville) Manvill, born in 1836,
of Peter and Rose Manvill
from your home territory, where there were no Charles Samuel (Miville) Manville, born in 1829, and Louisa (Miville) Manville,
marriageable women to pick for a wife? Well, King Louis XIV of France decided born in 1833.
to solve the problem and sent about 800+ marriageable women from France so the
Antoine Mayvill married Julia Laponcey and lived and farmed 30 acres on Old
soldiers would stay in Quebec. These women were commonly known as King's Stone Rd., which is now Meldrum Road. Antoine was a sailor and a registered ship
Daughters (Filles du Roi). Some were from orphanages, others who had no future captain for the Great Lakes. They are buried in St. Mary's Cemetery, Anchorville,
in France and others still who were poor. They were given, upon departing France, Michigan.
a small hope chest, which consisted of a new outfit, needles, thread, scissors,
Antoine and Julia's children were: Catherine Elizabeth, who married William
knives, a head dress, a handkerchief, ribbons, stockings, a bonnet, and lace braids. Wuestenberg, Louise, who married August Schoenemar, Elizabeth Mary, who
Once they arrived in Quebec City, the Ursuline Nuns housed and supplied these married Charles Franklin Laude, Antoine Julian, who died young, Lucy, who
women with proper clothing for seasonal wear until their marriages and taught married Walter Wuestenberg,
them sewing, use of farm tools and knowledge of herbs for medicines.
Peter Joseph, who stayed single
The soldiers preferred the plumpest girls because they wanted healthy partners and Julia, who married Marvin
who could do their share of the hard farm work. These marriages were more like a Kartz.
business transaction than a love match. The soldiers came to a certain hall where
Pierre Peter Manvill married
they met the women and then picked their wives from this group. The women Marie Barbè Salgat, who was
could question the soldiers, asking such things like if he had a fireplace, how many born in Switzerland, and they
were living in the home, if he had a proper bed and blankets, etc. There was always lived in Anchorville, Michigan,
a priest on hand to conduct the marriage ceremony and a notary to fill out the off of Church Rd. and were
necessary papers. After the marriage was performed, they were given an ox, a cow, farmers, both buried in Sacred
two pigs, two chickens, two barrels of salted meat and 11 crowns of money, and Heart Cemetery, Anchorville.
then the couple departed for their home.
Their children were Peter Jr.,
This was not the case of Jacques Miville dit Deschenes, born 1639, a soldier and who married Zoe Lemie Booker
a mason by trade, who met Catherine de Baillon, a lady from nobility in France, from Anchorville, Rose, who
who went with the other girls to New France (Quebec) to find a husband. She married Adoph Scherlinck, who
came from a noble family was born in Belgium, and then
and it is questionable why married Antoine Laponsa. Other
someone from a family of children were Alvina, who married
kings and queens dating William Beauvais, Lucy, who married
back to Charlemagne Charles Meldrum, Agnes, who
would want to venture to married Joseph A. Chartran, Matilda,
New France. She arrived who married Peter Cantalupo from
in Quebec in August Italy, Henry and Raphael, who died
1669, and was married as single young men, Mary Clare,
October 19, 1669. During who died as an infant, and Joseph
their marriage, they had and Antoinel, who have no record of
six children. Jacques and them on the census records after their
birth.
Captain Charles
Samuel Manville
married Adelaide
Bernier of Ira
Twp., Michigan.
They lived in
Anchorville, and
Charles captained
a
schooner
Peter Manvill children taken in 1883. Peter Jr.
is not in the picture. The only one the author can
135-feet-long
identify is Rose in the middle with braids.
and
26-feetwide named the St. Peter, which he docked in New Baltimore,
Seurynck's Bay View stop, 1915 (note the DUR track in front). Michigan, at the ship docks to pick up merchandise. New
Rose Manvill, the author's grandmother, was the cook there. Baltimore shipped out lumber, brooms and barrel staves. Charles

,

,

,
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The Collision Shop
Body & Paint
Specialists

The Widow Wise Hotel on the lake in Anchorville

and Adelaide moved to Toledo and lived
there until their deaths. Their children were
Charles Samuel Jr., Peter Noah, Adelaide
and Julia.
Louisa Manville married Frances Abair
in Mt. Clemens, Michigan. He was also a
Great Lakes’ Captain and
eventually moved to Toledo.
Their children were named
Louisa, Raphael, Charles,
Lucy and Joseph.

Picture of Peter and Marie's girls taken
probably in the early 1920s. Alvina
Beauvais, Rose Manville Scherlinck
Laponsa, Matilda Camtalupo, Lucy
Meldrum and Agnes Chartran.

Sources:
Family
Album,
personal
knowledge,
newspaper
articles,
other
family members, Ancestry.com,
articles from internet, one
regarding King's Daughters
written by John Hill, staff
writer for Providence Sunday
Journal.

Hotel Hohmhorst, Anchorville . The author believes
this was the old Anchor Bay Inn.

ESTABLISHED 1997

We Work with
All Insurances

FREE
Rental Cars Available*
*restrictions may apply
ESTIMATES

44561 N. Groesbeck Hwy., Clinton Twp., MI 48036-1118

M-F: 8AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-NOON • SUN: CLOSED

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS
IN LESS THAN A MINUTE
FOR AS LOW AS

79

Military Discounts
Senior Discounts

(586) 465-4340

NEVER LOSE POWER!
$

Deductible
Discounts

A MONTH

Award-Winning Dealer

BEST DEAL EVER!

$

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

STARTING AT

5,900

INSTALLED

FREE 7-YEAR WARRANTY*
WITH

ALL SALE PRICES
BASIC INSTALL.
Previous sales excluded.
CALL FOR DETAILS.
*PURCHASE WITHIN ONE
WEEK OF ESTIMATE

TPN Exp. 3/31/19

Financing
Available

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area! 1-810-543-3899
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

1-800-400-8941
www.budgetelectricgenerator.com
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Armada Sailor Serves
Aboard USS Charlotte
Submitted by Ms. Dawn Scott

U.S. Navy Officer Lt. Mitchell Kallek, an
assistant engineer from Armada, Michigan, is
serving aboard the USS Charlotte (SSN 766), a
Los Angeles class submarine based out of Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, protecting and defending America
on the world's oceans. Submariners are some of
the most highly trained and skilled people in the
Navy. The highly technical training ensures each
crew operates, maintains and repairs every system
or piece of equipment on board. Regardless of
their specialty, every submariner must learn how
every system on the submarine works and how
to respond in emergencies. “The best part is the
quality of people I work with, both enlisted and
officers,” said Kallek. “On submarines, we work so
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass
close together that you develop a strong trust between Communication Specialist 1st Class
Rebecca Ives/Released.)
each other, so I know my sailors can get any job done
I ask of them. I trust them with my life.” Relying on its technological superiority,
speed, endurance, mobility, stealth and payload afforded by nuclear power, the
Charlotte retains its preeminence and lethality in the undersea battlespace.
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Perianal Fistula in Dogs

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Perianal fistulae are open draining lesions in the
skin and deeper tissues around the anus. These
tracts form an abnormal connection between
deeper structures, like organs, tissues or vessels, to
the body’s surface or skin. Any breed of dog can develop this condition, but German
shepherds tend to be the most commonly affected. The disease usually develops in
dogs around five to seven years of age and can be seen in both males and females.
Perianal fistulae are a serious medical condition that can make your pet miserable.
They can be chronic, progressive, ulcerated and painful. They often have a foul odor
to them and in some cases, may never fully heal.
The actual cause of these fistulas is not known. It is thought to start as an inflammatory
process of the sebaceous or sweat glands in and around the anus that progress,
eventually developing a secondary bacterial infection. This infection then ultimately
leads to open draining lesions that are painful. The causes of the initial inflammation
are multifactorial. They include allergies, anal gland infections, decreased ventilation
to the perianal area, due to broad-based tails causing accumulation of moisture and
feces, and immune-mediated disease.
Typical clinical symptoms that can occur are: discomfort with lifting the tail,
straining to defecate, painful defecation, blood in the stool, scooting or licking at the
rectal area excessively, constipation or diarrhea, foul odor coming from the rectal
area, lethargy, loss of appetite and weight loss. Your pet may be slow to get up or
appear stiff in the rear quarters due to the pain from fistulae. Diagnosis involves
evaluating age, breed, clinical signs and physical exam findings. Rectal examination
is required in most cases, but may need to be done under anesthesia due to discomfort.
Sometimes, a biopsy may be recommended to rule out other conditions that can
similarly affect the anal area, like anal cancer, anal gland problems, benign anal
growths, and a condition called hyperplastic anus most commonly seen in intact male
dogs due to the hormonal influence.
Perianal fistula is a frustrating, difficult-to-treat disease. Because the cause of the
condition is multifactorial, there is not one standard form of treatment that is effective
for all patients. In mild cases, the condition will improve with medical treatment,
but frequently the improvement is not permanent. This involves putting your pet
on oral medications that interfere with the inflammatory response and antibiotics
to treat the secondary infection; in some cases, up to sixteen to twenty weeks of
treatment is needed. A hypoallergenic food trial is recommended if there is suspicion
of an underlying allergic or immune-mediated cause. Increasing ventilation around
the perianal region by clipping the area, particularly in long-coated dogs, combined
with careful routine bathing, cleansing and drying the anal area can
be helpful as well. In severe cases, surgery to debride
or remove as much infected tissue as possible, with or
without simultaneous cryotherapy (or freezing), may be
beneficial. This will reduce the amount of infection and
may stimulate improved healing. Surgery has a high
risk of potential complications, such as anal strictures,
causing difficulty having bowel movements or fecal
incontinence, where your pet does not have control over
stool falling out of the anus. For these reasons surgery
is used only in cases where medical treatment fails.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at
2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related
questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

GOOFING OFF IS HARD WORK!
HOW DO YOU KNOW WHEN
YOU'RE DONE?
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794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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www.MarysvilleFarms.com

810-364-3600

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

Minnesota Road Near Ravenswood

Randy’s Rental &
Contractor’s Store
795 24th St.
Port Huron, MI
48060

tel. (810) 982-2484

www.RandysRental.com
RandysRental@comcast.net

EVERYONE!
24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650
OP
EN
24 H
K
OURS 7 DAYS A WEE

Shelly Konarski

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

Independent Distributor

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Anchor

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

Ed Bickley

Fax (586) 725-7112

100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

rden Of Peace
a
G
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(586) 725-7107

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS

★

AY

HOME ~ CONTRACTOR ~ GARDENER

HOME MAINTENANCE, PLUS
YOUR PROFESSIONAL CONNECTION

SERVING NORTHERN MACOMB COUNTY
AND ALL OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY
Earn PETAL
POINTS!
1 Petal for every $1
0 spent
10 Petals = $10

• Roofing, Siding, Gutters
• Plumbing, Paint, Plaster
• Cement, Tile, Flooring
• Deck, Garage, Fence
• You name it, we do it!

Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens off your ne
xt purchase
Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

YEAH, WE DO THAT!
586-484-0926
ASK FOR LARRY!

storage solutions
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

Visit

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/

drop-location-list

WITH
THIS AD

Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

for a full list of where
to pick up your next copy of

ThumbPrint News!

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Joe Barrons

1593 E. Dayton Road
Caro, MI 48723

Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

barrons_repair@yahoo.com
OFFICE 989-673-8777
FAX 989-673-2899
MOBILE 989-551-4381

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

Excess Inventory, Laser Art Black

FUNERAL

MONUMENT SALE
Half Off MSRP Pricing

Limited Quantity, Gloss Black Onyx
*Free Delivery in Mid-Michigan
*Laser Engraving Available
*Free Storage for One Year

info@remmemorials.com | 810-543-5799
All residential wiring

No job too small!

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!
Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899

“Make your carpets look new again!”

ON THE SPOT
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Dale Pentz

586-335-5123
Truck Mounted • Commercial & Residential • Family Owned
Boats • RV’s • Apartments • Window Washing • Power Washing

www.onthespotcarpetscrubbing.com
Algonac, MI

6242 King Rd., Marine City, MI 48039
Phone 810-765-3100 • info@spautorefinishing.com

YEAR

To pay by credit card,
call (810) 794-2300!

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured

AT HOME!

UR
24-HO CY
EN
EMERG ICE
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MONTH

OTHER

• Farm Stoc
• Rabbit
• Pigeon
• Poultry
• Bird Seed
• Dog and
Cat Food

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

(810) 765-6910

4977 ing Rd., China

Other Feeds

START MY SUBSCRIPTION:

• Houston’s
• Tribute
• Purina
• Buc eye
• Armada Grain
• McCrumb Shavings
• Pelleted Bedding
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MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MAIL PAYMENTS TO: 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001

A full service retailer of
Farm & Home Products

Local Family
Owned

We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

Horse Feeds

$5.00
Delivery

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY

Houston’s

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!
ONLY $2 Cut out, fill out and mail back with cash or check!
12 MONTHS FOR $24
6 MONTHS FOR $12
____ MONTHS FOR $____ ( )
AN ISSUE!
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AVAILABLE IN ADA, STANDARD AND FAMILY SIZE UNITS.
Help Wanted

APPRENTICESHIP POSITION,
SCREW MACHINE OPERATOR

Berkley Screw Machine Products, Inc. is
a multi-spindle screw machine shop in
Rochester. We run Euroturn, New Britain
and Davenport machines. Currently filling
Full-Time, Paid Apprenticeship positions.
Our work week is 50 + hours. Candidate
should have machine tool knowledge of
blueprint reading with the ability to use
micrometers and other measuring tools.
Technical school in machining is a plus.
People who are eager to learn with a strong
work ethic. Benefits Offered: Excellent
Education Plan, Fully-Paid Medical
Insurance, Life Insurance, Paid Holidays,
Profit Sharing and much more. Please call
(248) 853-0044 between 6:30 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. or email amyc@berkleyscrew.com.

SCREW MACHINE OPERATOR

Berkley Screw Machine Products Inc. in
Rochester seeks Full-Time, Experienced
Screw Machine Operator for New Britain,
Davenport, Euroturn and Acme machines.
Must understand feeds, speeds and tooling
design. Work week, 50+ hours. Benefits
Offered: Fully-Paid Medical Insurance,
Personal Paid Time Off and Paid Vacation,
Fully-Funded Profit Sharing Retirement
Plan, earn extra pay on an extra machine,
$50,000 Life Insurance, 13 Paid Holidays,
Continuous Training, Advancement
Opportunities & Education Plan, Disability:
Short and Long Term, Paid Uniforms.
Please call (248) 853-0044 or email
amyc@berkleyscrew.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks
and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

15

Classified Ads $
& up.
Call (810) 794-2300 today!
For Sale
VACANT LAND, 10.6 acres, 2 parcels,

residential, on 26 Mile Road, Chesterfield
(Macomb County.), 400’ frontage.
$125,000. I can help you with other land
available in the immediate area.
Call Carol at (586) 201-2000.
WATERFRONT HOME, 3,400 sq. ft., on
100' wide canal to Lake St. Clair. Open plan
– all three floors, gourmet kitchen, four
bedrooms, three and a half baths, granite
fireplace and wine/storm cellar. Third level
bonus room. Call (586) 306-9440.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
cash paid. CALL KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. All 7 days.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

renovated 2-bedroom home on 100'
wide canal. New cathedral ceilings, bath
and kitchen cabinets, flooring, electrical,
furnace, washer and dryer.
Call (586) 306-9440.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates

starting at $936 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online
at gilliganscondo.com.

DO N’T FL US H AN D FO RG ET !

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

REDUCED RENT. A responsible

REDUCED RENT, HANDYMAN,
WATERFRONT. Help finish a newly-

GRADUATIONS, WEDDINGS
FESTIVALS, FAIRS, COTTAGES,
JOB SITES & MORE

YOUR
PORTABLE
POTTY
NEEDS!

Wanted to Buy

For Rent
handyman to help establish a lake, park,
farm estate north of Lexington on beautiful
Lake Huron, in exchange for reduced rent.
10,000 sq. ft. outbuilding – many uses.
Call (586) 306-9440.

Let’s Potty!

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used
metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or
entire plant.
Lathes, machining centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WANTED TO BUY: Small to medium
enclosed trailer. Call Al at (810) 614-8034.
WANTED TO BUY! Having an estate or
garage sale? Downsizing? Got vintage or
antique Christmas items, ornaments or
decorations? We buy all year long. Call Al at
(810) 614-8034.

S
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Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Licensed and Insured abcbees.com | abcbees@comcast.net

General
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb
counties, north of 32 Mile Road. Call Judy
at (989) 635-0536.

BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS. No

job too small. Rapid response and free
estimates. Serving the Thumb area for 30+
years. (800) 400-8941 or (810) 543-3899.

AUTOMOBILE APPRAISALS – ALL
VEHICLE TYPES. Protect Your
Investment! Tom Simatos, Accredited

and Certified Appraiser by the American
Society of Appraisers. Chesterfield, MI
48047. Call: (586) 201-7695. Email:
usersims@hotmail.com.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.
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Fertilize Your Lawn

BEFORE IT’S TOO FAR GONE!

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
We’ve almost made it! Winter is just about over, as crazy as that sounds. The
warm, sunny weather is waiting for us right around the corner. I’m sure most
of you spent a fair amount of time hibernating indoors with a cozy blanket and
warm drink, but did you also know your lawn was hibernating outside beneath
all that snow? With the weather quickly changing and the snow and ice melting,
your lawn will be waking up in need of some special attention. A season-long
fertilization program is just the thing to make sure your grass is lush, happy and
healthy in the coming months.
As silly as it may seem, our grass is a living organism that needs to be taken
care of regularly. Most people think it just needs to be cut every once in a while
and everything will be fine, but it actually needs more than that. Lawns require
nutrients in order to grow thick, green and beautiful, and fertilizers are made
with those nutrients. However, it is important to know that not all grass is the
same. Knowing the variety of grass you have makes all the difference for keeping
it healthy.
There are several variables that go into growing and maintaining healthy
turf; water, temperature, nutrients and sunlight are a few of the most important.
Water is by far the most important factor, but the amount needed varies with
differing grass types. Too much or not enough water can severely damage your
lawn. Sunlight is something all plants require for photosynthesis, but again,
depending on the species of grass, the amount of sunlight differs. In addition to
water and sunlight, nutrients are vital in the survival and maintenance of turf.
The three most common nutrients are nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Too
much or not enough of any one of these nutrients can make or break your lawn
and its appearance. In order to know if your grass is lacking or has too much
of one of these nutrients, or to find out your specific kind of grass, testing is
usually recommended. You can take a sample of your turf and send it off to find
out exactly what is going on and what you can do to fix or maintain your lawn.
Another giant factor in completing a season-long fertilization program is
weeds. Getting control over weeds can feel like a full-time job in and of itself.
Using a weed-killer product once you start seeing weeds only does so much. If
you sign up for a fertilization program, the first application will be applied early
in the season. The product will be on the ground as your grass is just starting to
come back to life after the long, cold winter. This first application should have
a pre-emergent product in it that will prevent weeds from emerging with the
growing grass. Controlling weeds before they begin is much easier than trying
to control them after they’ve taken over your lawn!
ABC Home & Commercial Services offers a lawn fertilization program that
includes five applications. We will start the first round of applications late this
month or early next month. Remember, that first application is the most important
in making sure your lawn is healthy for the rest of the year. Don’t wait until
the weeds have taken over. Call and get an estimate over the phone and set up
your service today. ABC Home & Commercial Services has many knowledgeable
customer service representatives to answer any questions you may have
about lawn fertilization.
Call them at (810) 7945678, and they will walk
you through the five
applications and explain
what each treatment is
meant to do and how it
will help you achieve that
weed and pest resistant,
beautiful, picture-perfect
lawn
you’ve
always
wanted!

(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

ABC
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Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

ALL-SEASON
SPIDER
& WASP
CONTROL
CALL NOW

to set up your
treatment today!

Treats up to
32 different insects!

$10

OFF
for new
customers

ABC Home & Commercial Services

SPIDER/WASP
or MOSQUITO
TREATMENT *

Call (877) 794-5678

To Set Up an
Appointment Today
ASK ABOUT OUR
GROUP DISCOUNT!
*some restrictions apply
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2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060

www.sunbursttours.com

Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Gift Certificates
are Completely Escorted Aboard
ke great gifts
ma
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
for any occasion!
Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Available in Any Amount
Details at:
Special Trips
We
also. and Fundraisers
for Groups
do..

3/10 - 3/11 Little River Overnight
3/12 Tue Firekeepers Daytrip
3/13 Wed Greektown Daytrip
3/17 Wed Greektown Daytrip
3/24 - 3/26 Chip-Inn Overnight
3/27 Wed Greektown Daytrip
3/28 Thur Soaring Eagle Daytrip

Manistee, MI

March 2019

Mt. Pleasant, MI

Casino Incentive "Packages" listed are provided by the Casino visited for Persons
Arriving on the Bus only! They generally included free slot play, free food, and/or cashback for casino play. Bus packages are subject to change at any time without prior notice.

Email us at tours@sunbursttours.com, and we'll
Get on our SPECIALS email list! get
you on the list to receive email-only specials.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to
be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On
December 16, 2019, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and
the lucky person will be notified.
For our February contest, we asked our
readers to identify who the person pictured on
the left as a child is. Of all of those submitting
the correct answer, Kevin Grand of Armada,
Michigan, was randomly chosen and will be
entered into the year-end drawing. Kevin
identified that the person is Simon Cowell.

.
.
.
H
S
I
IR
Scaldy or Manky = very disgusting
(can be used as a noun or a verb)
Poxbottle = fool
Wagon = not a nice person in any way,
usually refers to females
Chancer = not to be trusted, someone
pretending to be something they are not

to read online anytime!

FREEPIK.COM

Fancy a few scoops? = do you want to go have a few drinks?
I’ve a throat on me = waiting to drink
Pre-swall = drinking at home before going out to drink
Goin’ for a swall = going out to drink alcohol
On the rip = going to the pub
Rubbered, Bladdered or Blootered = drunk
Talking like a wet wellyboot = very drunk
Wrote off = wasted
I’m in lego (because you’re in bits and pieces)
I’ve had a bad pint / bad ice (mar dhea!)
I’ve got the fear (maybe of puking?)
I’m as sick as a small hospital
I’ve got the horrors
I feel like boiled shite
I’m in a heap
Bottle of ghosts

Banjaxed = broken beyond repair
Spondoolicks = cash
Donnybrook = public brawl
Mar dhea = yeah right; as if
The Shades = refers to police,
esp. plain-clothes officers
Jacks = toilet
YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions, please email the

word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first and last
name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located on page 2
of the paper. Without all the requested information, we will be unable to use your submission.

Here are some interesting facts about Simon Cowell:
• Simon is known for his toughness as a judge on American Idol and The X
Factor.
• Simon is a vegetarian and an animal activist.
• He is the only American Idol judge without a star on The Hollywood Walk
of Fame.
• Simon Cowell has earned $120 million
from The X Factor and other shows.
• Simon got an early start on TV. Back in
1990, Simon appeared on the UK series
Sale of the Century and won a set of
kitchen utensils.
For our March contest, we are asking
our readers to identify what the object
to the right is and what it is used
for. Remember, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer. Good luck!

Annalee
Christmas
Dolls

Feather
Trees

Hallmark
Ornaments

And
More!

Will travel to all areas covered
by ThumbPrint News.

Call 810-614-8034
and let us know what you have.

buying all year long!
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FERNDALE, Continued from Page 1
Guard duties during peacetime.
On April 30, 1967, a massive storm
ravaged a large portion of Minnesota,
a day that came to be known as
Black Sunday. It was a humid,
windy day when suddenly massive
thunderstorms produced numerous
powerful tornadoes that destroyed
a handful of towns. In all, nine
tornadoes touched down in the state,
including three F4s and two F3s,
resulting in 13 deaths and 80 injuries. 1967 Duluth storm
The astonishing storms wreaked havoc not only on
Minnesota and some surrounding states, but on Lake
Superior as well. The wind created massive waves over
20 feet tall in the frigid lake that was only a few degrees
above freezing, making the lake a spectacular sight, but
also extremely dangerous.
Ignoring the warning signs, locals, the Halverson boys
– Nathan and Arthur, 16-year-old twins, and Eric, their
17-year-old brother – decided to go by the water to see
the power of Mother Nature up close. At approximately
8:00 p.m. on April 30, eye witnesses reported seeing the
three Halverson boys heading out on a pier in Duluth
following a meeting at their church. It is believed the
siblings were attempting to reach the lighthouse at the
end of the pier, and while many accounts vary as to how
far they got, it is believed two of them did reach the
end when tragedy struck. While two of them were at
Culbertson in 1967
(contributed by KRofidal)
the furthest spot out in the lake, one of the brothers got
stuck just a short distance from the lighthouse. Suddenly a wave came crashing over
the pier and swept the stranded teen into the water and the other two came rushing back
to help him. As they made their way back, a second wave toppled over the break wall
of the pier, which swept the other two into the frigid water of Lake Superior.
Around 8:30 p.m. that night, a call came into the Coast Guard and three brave men
were sent out to the lake to search for the boys – Boatswain Mate 2nd Class Richard
Callahan, Fireman Ronald Prei and Boatswain Mate 1st Class Edgar Culbertson. The
three guardsmen came up with the plan to harness to each other in 25-foot sections,
believing that if one of them were to be washed off the pier by a wave, the other two
men would be able to pull them back up to safety. The three men slowly made their way
to the end of the pier with only hand lanterns to light their way through the crashing
waves and white-out conditions. They made it to the end of the pier without issue,
but there was no sign of the lost boys. The line of Coast Guard men started to make
their way back to land when suddenly a massive wave swept over the pier, knocking
Culbertson into the water onto the huge rocks below – due to the sheer force of the
storm, their safety line didn’t work as they planned. As the men were holding onto the
lifeline trying to pull Culbertson back onto the pier, the rope snapped Callahan’s wrist,
making it impossible to pull Culbertson to safety.
Callahan and Prei both rushed back to the beach to try and save Culbertson – he
was pulled out of the water and after receiving CPR for approximately 45 minutes,
it became evident that they weren’t going to be able to save him. The Duluth Police,
Coast Guard members, as well as the
St. Louis Sheriff’s Department, were
called in to search for the missing
boys. Despite the extensive efforts
to recover the three brother’s bodies
and combing through the surrounding
water for the next eight days, none of
the Halverson boys have been found
to this day. As a result of the brave
men’s selfless act the night of April
30, 1967, they were all awarded the
Coast Guard Medal for Heroism,
Duluth Pier (contributed by la vaca vegetariana – Flickr) which is presented to members of the

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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USCG who carry out a courageous act or risk their lives during peacetime.
Shortly following the tragedy, a plaque was installed on the pier where Culbertson
perished and gates were installed at the entrance of the pier to prevent another mishap
like this from taking place. Standard protocol when a military member loses their life
is to present the medal to the spouse or children – unfortunately, the steps were never
taken to ensure the award was presented to Culbertson's ex-wife or children. The
plaque remembering the bravery and sacrifice of Culbertson on the pier remained in
place until the 1980s, when repairs were required to make the walkway safe – once
the work was finished, it was discovered that the memorial was nowhere to be found.
Some research was required to locate the missing plaque, which was eventually
discovered in storage. It was reinstalled on a new post on the renovated pier.
A Minnesota police officer and a member of the USCG reserves, Kevin Rofidal,
who happened to be on break from performing drills with the Coast Guard, came upon
the memorial plaque near the pier, when a passerby walked up and began questioning
Rofidal about it, but he wasn’t familiar with the story, so he decided to investigate.
After learning of Culbertson’s story, Rofidal was compelled to contact one of the men
who was with Culbertson the night of his death. That man was able to help Rofidal get
in contact with Culbertson’s children. Rofidal wanted to make things right with the
Culbertson family, so he organized a ceremony on April 30, 2009, for them at the pier
where their father lost his life. Some 42 years after that fateful night, Casey and Cristin
accepted numerous honors on behalf of their father – they were presented with the
Fraternal Order of
Police Medal of
Valor, a National
Law Enforcement
Memorial Coin, a
U.S. Coast Guard
Flag, an Admiral’s
Coin, as well as the
Coast Guard Medal.
Even though they
had to wait more
than four decades
for their father to
be honored, only 44
men in the history
of the military
Culbertson plaque (contributed by KRofidal)
branch have received
the Coast Guard Medal. In 2010, Rofidal went on to nominate
Culbertson to be placed on the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial located in Washington, D.C., making Culbertson only
the 18th Coast Guard veteran to receive the honor.
Edgar Culbertson, who perished at the young age of 31 years old
after attempting to save three teenage boys from drowning, was
laid to rest in Woodlawn Cemetery after serving 14 years in the
United States Coast Guard. In 2017, the Coast Guard revealed their
new, fast-response cutters, one of which was named in Culbertson’s
honor to show appreciation for his ultimate sacrifice.

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
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Calendar of Activites and Events
If you have an event in April that you would like listed in the April issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by March 12, 2019. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted
earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

HURON
No events were submitted for
Huron County this month.

LAPEER

Lapeer – March 3
3rd Muzzeloader Show, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. $5 donation at
the door. Ages 12 and under are free.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – March 5
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person,
$6 for seniors, $4 for ages 4 – 7 (under
4 free). Public welcome. Proceeds
benefit Lapeer Community Schools.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – March 12
Taco Night, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. For more
information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – March 16
Lapeer Optimist Vegas Night,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St., 5:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – March 23
Psychic Fair, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. For
more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

MACOMB

Richmond – March 5
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division Rd., 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For
more information call (586) 872-3867.

Music by Ted Pavlik and the Melody
Makers. For more information
contact tpavlik@comcast.net.

Washington Twp. – March
6, 13 & 20
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Richmond – March 23
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke (between
26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15 a.m. –
9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are free.
For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Richmond – March
8 – 10 & 15 – 17
Richmond Community Theatre
Presents: Barefoot in the Park
(a romantic comedy written by Neil
Simon), 69619 Parker St., Friday
and Saturday shows at 8:00 p.m.,
Sunday at 2:00 p.m. For more
information call (586) 727-9518
or visit RichmondTheatre.com.

Richmond – March 11 & 12
Auditions for Carrie the Musical,
Richmond Community Theatre,
69619 Parker St., 7:00 p.m. This is
a revamped, contemporary version
of the famous (and infamous) 1988
production, Carrie. Performances
will be May 10, 11, 17, 18, 19, 24,
25 and 26. For more information
call (586) 727-9518 or email

ArtisticDirector@RichmondTheatre.com.

Washington – March 15
The Luck of the Irish Luncheon,

Washington Activity Center, 57880
Van Dyke, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Join us for a wearing of the green and
an afternoon of good eats, friends,
laughter and fun. Wear green. You
don't have to be Irish to feel the luck.
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. and lunch
will be served at 11:00 a.m. $6 for
residents or $7 for non-residents. For
more information call (586) 752-6543.

Memphis – March 17
Dance, American Legion Hall, 34330
Bordman Rd., 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
$12 per person, includes free beer,
snacks and an Irish polka party.

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 per player. Prize money for 1st,
2nd and 3rd places. Snacks available.
For more information contact Frank
at memphismichlions@yahoo.com.

Washington – March 26
Lunch and Learn: Hospice 101,

Washington Activity Center, 57880
Van Dyke, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
An educational presentation will inform
you on the basics you need to know
when making the difficult decision on
hospice. Southern Care will bring a
registered nurse to help with some of
the medical questions you may have.
Lunch will be served as the topics
are discussed. No charge. For more
information call (586) 752-6543.

Richmond – March 31
Bowling Benefit for Marty
Wallace, Strikers Entertainment

point or a pick up for large
donations call (810) 392-5136.

Kimball – March 1 – April 4
Kindergarten Round-Up
Appointment Scheduling for
2019 – 2020 School Year,

New Life Christian Academy,
5517 Griswold Rd., Round-Up held
on April 4 by appointment only.
Scheduling for appointments now
through April 4. Student must be 5
years old by September 1, 2019.
Please call (810) 367-3770 ext. 100.

Marysville – March
1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Overeaters Anonymous, Marysville
Library, 1175 Delaware, 11:00 a.m.
Does food control your life? Do you
overeat, binge, purge or starve, even
if you don't want to? Do you constantly
diet and still not lose weight? Stop
hurting yourself with food. Don't walk
away – there is a place for you! For
more information call (810) 364-9493.

St. Clair – March 1 – June 1
Ticket Sales for St. Clair High
School Classes of '73, '74 and '75
Combined Reunion. Will be held

Center, 30971 Armada Ridge Rd.,
check in at 11:00 a.m.; games start at
12:00 p.m. $25 per bowler, includes
two bowling games, shoes, pizza and
pop. All proceeds from this benefit
will help Marty with medical bills and
expenses. Sponsored by Woman's Life
Chapter 855, Memphis. Woman's Life
Insurance Society will match the first
$500 raised. For more information call
(586) 531-6851 or (586) 531-6850.

Saturday, July 20, 2019, from 6:00 p.m.
– midnight. Dinner at 7:00 p.m. St. Clair
K of C Hall. $25 per person; BYOB.
Tickets are available in advance only.
Call or text your class representative
before June 1.

OAKLAND

Smiths Creek – March 1
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek Masonic

No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

ST. CLAIR

All of St. Clair County
All Year Long
Woman's Life Chapter 855's
Bottle and Can Drive. Funds

support those in need as we continue
to fight hunger and homelessness in
our community. Make a difference
today by donating! For a drop-off

Class of '73: Stella at (269) 569-1160
Class of '74: Gayle at (810) 334-3661
Class of '75: Cathy at (810) 300-2364

Lodge #525, 7150 Smiths Creek Rd.,
4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 1st Friday of
every month, including holidays.
Adults $8, children under 10 $3. Fish
(deep-fried), dry batter or beer batter,
also baked (no batter), plus baked
potato, coleslaw, tossed salad, dinner
roll, water, coffee and a piece of cake
for dessert. For more information
call (810) 367-6351.

Yale – March 1, 15 & 29
Fish Fry Dinner, Sacred Heart

March 2019		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
Church, Fr. Dunn Hall, 310 Main St.,
lunch from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.,
dinner from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Carryouts available. For more
information email Dale at
melln1@yahoo.com.

Port Huron – March 2
Magic: The Gathering
Tournament, Port Huron Library,

210 McMorran Blvd., 10:00 a.m.
Cards are provided. You have 30
minutes to build a deck. Play begins
one vs. one to champion. Experience
is helpful. An expert will guide you.
Snacks provided. For more information
call (810) 987-7323 ext. 2500.

Algonac – March
4, 11, 18 & 25
Senior Scrabble, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr., 1:00
p.m. Seniors, join us weekly to play
this popular game! Limited to 12
players. Registration is recommended,
but feel free to drop in. All levels of
skill welcome. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Lakeport – March 4
AARP Tax Preparation, Burtchville
Township Library, 7097 Second St.
Free tax preparation for individuals,
by appointment only. Adults, please
call (810) 385-8550 to schedule your
appointment.

Yale – March 4
Senior Craft, Yale Library, 2 Jones

St., 10:30 a.m. Come and join us for
a craft and lots of fun! Registration
requested, but not required. For more
information call (810) 387-2940.

Capac – March 7, 14, 21 & 28
Yoga for Teens, Capac Library,

111 N. Main St., 3:30 p.m. Yoga
encourages the engagement of the
mind, body and heart by teaching
concentration, breathing, stretching and
moving. All skill levels are welcome to
participate in the 4-week-long class. A
waiver signed by a parent or guardian
is required before the first class. For
more information call (810) 395-7000.

Memphis – March 8 & 22
Ukulele Club, Memphis Library,

34830 Potter St., 4:00 p.m. Learn
how to play the ukulele. Beginners
and experienced players welcome.
Instruments provided. For more
information call (810) 392-2980.

St. Clair – March
8, 15, 22 & 28
AYCE Lent Fish Dinner, American
Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton, 3:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Adults $10, kids
5 – 11 $5, kids under 5 free. Fish,
shrimp, red skin potatoes, fries, baked
beans, coleslaw, salad, rolls, desserts
and ice cream. For more information
call (810) 329-2871.

Port Huron Twp. – March 9
Blue Water Area Humane
Society 17th Annual Charity
Auction, 4100 Griswold Rd., doors

open at 9:00 a.m.; auction starts at
10:00 a.m. Preview is Friday, March 8,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. See our
Facebook page, Bluewaterareaahs,
for pictures and videos of items to
be auctioned. We have a large array
of collectible, antique, new, odd and
interesting items. Food available for
sale. Accepting donations of items
(tax deductible). For more
information call (810) 984-2840.

Smiths Creek – March 10
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Masonic

Lodge #491, 835 Henry St., 8:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. 2nd Sunday of every month.
$7 for adults. Pancakes, French toast,
eggs, bacon, toast, potatoes, orange
juice, coffee and white or chocolate
milk. For more information call
(810) 367-6286.

Marine City – March 12
Algonac Church of Christ
Fundraiser, Foxfire Fixin's

Restaurant, 7200 River Rd., 5:00 p.m.
– 9:00 p.m. During those 4 hours,
Foxfire Fixin's will donate 20% of
all food and beverages purchased
(including deliveries) to the Algonac
Church of Christ Youth Fund (excludes
alcohol, taxes, tips and delivery
charges). Have a great time and
enjoy delicious food – order anything
off the menu. Menu can be seen
at FoxfireFixins.com. Bring all your
friends and spread the word! The more
dinners sold, the more the Youth Fund
receives. For more information call
(810) 765-Y'ALL.

Algonac – March 14 & 15
The "Friends of the AlgonacClay Library" Book Sale, 2011 St.
Clair River Dr., Thursday from 9:00
a.m. – 8:00 p.m. and Friday from 9:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Besides gently-used
hardcover and paperback books, we
will be selling CDs, DVDs and audio
books. Proceeds support library
projects and programs. For more
information call (810) 794-4471.

Marine City – March 14 – 17
Algonac Community Theatre
Presents The Women, (a Pulitzer

Prize winning play by Clare Booth
Luce), Washington Life Center, 403
N. Mary St., 7:00 p.m. on Thursday
and Friday and 2:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Tickets $10 at the door. This is a
comedy with a large all-women
cast, and is a commentary on their
relationships with comedic characters
and witty dialog. For more information
email mandsadkins@gmail.com.

Port Huron – March 14 – 16
Port Huron Northern Drama
Club Presents Cole Porter's

(810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
Anything Goes, Port Huron Northern

Performing Arts Center, 1799 Krafft
Rd., 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on March
14, 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on March
15, 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on March
16 and 2:00 p.m. on March 17. General
admission $8 for students and seniors,
$10 for adults. Special group rates
available. For more information call
(810) 531-7379.

Fair Haven – March
15, 22 & 29
Family Storytime, Ira Township

Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:00 a.m.
Stories, music and crafts for children
ages 0 – 5 and their caregivers. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

Casco – March 16
All-You-Can-Eat Shrimp Dinner,

Perch Point Conservation Club, 7930
Meisner Rd., 5:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.,
dinner from 7:00 p.m. – ? $30 per
ticket. Includes open bar and DJ for
dancing. For more information contact
Harry at (810) 765-4966.

St. Clair – March 17
AYCE Breakfast Buffet, American

Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton, 8:00
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Adults $7, kids
5 – 11 $3, kids under 5 free. Two
kinds of scrambled eggs, sausage,
potatoes, pancakes, Belgian waffles
with strawberries and whipped cream,
sausage gravy and biscuits, coffee
and orange juice. For more
information call (810) 329-2871.

Port Huron – March 22 & 23
New Life Christian Academy's
Spring Musical You're a Good
Man Charlie Brown, Port Huron

High School Performing Arts Center,
2215 Court St., 7:00 p.m. on Friday
and 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on
Saturday. Tickets are $10 plus
$3 service charge each, general
seating. They are available online at
NLCAschool.com. Reserved seating
available for groups of 20 or more.
For questions and more information
call (810) 367-3770 ext. 100.

Kimball – March 23
Adult Bingo, Kimball Township

Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 1:00 p.m. If
you have played Bingo with us before,
you know how yummy the popcorn is,
how great the prizes are and how much
fun we have. Registration is requested
by calling (810) 982-9171.

Marine City – March 25
Crossings Book Club, Marine

City Library, 300 S. Parker, 1:00 p.m.
Join us for some lively conversation
as we discuss Christian books. For
book titles and more information
call (810) 765-5233.

St. Clair – March 27
Afternoon Movie, St. Clair Library,
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310 S. Second St., 1:00 p.m. Join us
for a family-style movie and snacks.
For more information call
(810) 329-3951.

Port Huron – March 28
St. Clair County Family History
Group, St. Clair County Library, 201

McMorran Blvd., 6:00 p.m. The topic
for the evening will be "Gram and
Gramps were from Canada, Eh?"
You will get information to utilize in
Canadian research, websites, census,
vital records, etc. The presenter is
Diane Osland. This program will be
followed by our business meeting. Light
refreshments will be served. Anyone
interested in local history or researching
their family history is welcome to attend
as a guest or may become a member.
For more information send an email to
grannyfran21@sbcglobal.net.

Algonac – March 30
Boat4Vets – Lake St. Clair
Bowling Fundraiser, Colony Bowl,
4962 Pointe Tremble Rd., registration
at 6:00 p.m., bowling at 6:30 p.m.
$25 per person, includes bowling,
door prize ticket, two mystery games,
rental shoes and ball. 50/50 and raffle
tickets extra. For more information
about the bowling fundraiser or to
donate call (586) 716-9254. For more
information on the outings visit
boat4vets.com/lake-st.-clair.html.

SANILAC

Sandusky – March 9 & 23
Thumb Dance Club, Maple

Valley School, 138 Maple Valley
St., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m., with a
meal break at 8:30 p.m. Everyone is
welcome. Cost is $7 for non-members.
You are asked to bring a snack to
share. On March 9, entertainment
provided by Dick Hedrich and Son.
This is our St. Patrick's Day Dance,
and the band will play some Irish
tunes in addition to their regular music
for couples dancing. Everyone is
encouraged to wear green. The Club
will provide corned beef and cabbage
for the meal break. On March 23,
entertainment provided by The Natural
Tones. Cajun/New Orleans-style food
will be a fun addition to our already
delectable meal break in observance
of Mardi Gras. The monthly birthday
cake will also be served on this day.
Both dances will have line dancing
and square dancing as well. For
more information call Nancy
at (586) 663-5306.

TUSCOLA
No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

WAYNE
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.
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7200 RIVER ROAD, MARINE CITY, MI 48039
www.foxfirefixins.com
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Homemade
Desserts!

FULL
BAR

Birthdays, Showers, Anniversaries, Club, Office or Team
Meetings, Parties, Shindigs, Festivities, Soirées, Family
Gatherings, Get-togethers with Friends, and Fundraisers.

Whatever the reason, we ’d love to have you!

Booking Now for All of 2019!

Reservations Recommended

Call 810-765-9255 for details.
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A Great Time
*excludes alcoholic drinks, taxes and tips
7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039
(810) 765-9255 ~ www.foxfirefixins.com

CHANCES ARE,
WE’VE GOT ONE OF YOURS
ON OUR MENU!!
7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039

810-765-Y’ALL

FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

Page 27

Melanie Duquesnel

TAX TIME PREP

It’s that time of year again. Tax season is in full swing and April 15th is right
around the corner. Consumers should avoid procrastinating when preparing their
taxes. There have been lots of changes to what you can deduct over previous years,
so by filing your taxes early you can avoid stress from last minute rushing and have
time to deal with any issues that may arise. Plus, the sooner you file, the sooner
you get your refund.

For a custom, integrated
marketing campaign
on-air and online, email
us at sales@k106FM.com.

BBB offers the following reminders to help make your tax preparation as smooth
as possible.
• File Early. The sooner you file, the less likely your tax refund could fall
prey to hackers. During tax season, hackers are on the prowl creating Social
Security numbers and trying to get other people’s tax refunds. If the IRS has
sent you a letter giving you a PIN number to use when filing, make sure to
keep that handy to make sure your return is processed properly.
• Organize your paperwork. Organize your receipts, necessary forms
(including W-2s and 1099s) and proof of charitable contributions. Determine
whether you’re missing any necessary forms and take the time now to reach
out to the appropriate organizations and ensure that you receive them. Figure
out if you’ll take the standard deduction or if you’ll exceed it. If you plan on
itemizing your deductions, now is a good time to start. You can find all necessary
forms on the IRS’ website, IRS.gov, under “Forms and Publications”.
• Watch out for scammers. Be cautious of any phone calls, emails or other
contact from the “IRS”. These scams are designed to convince consumers
of their legitimacy, but don’t be fooled. IRS will never initiate contact with
you over phone, social media or email. It’s also important to watch out
for tax-related identity theft, which occurs when someone fraudulently uses
your Social Security Number to file a return and claim a refund. If you’ve
encountered any type of scam, make sure to report it to BBB Scam Tracker
(bbb.org/scamtracker) to help warn others.
• Think about milestones. Start by looking over your tax filings from previous
years and take note of what’s changed in your life. Old filings can remind you
of forms and income/expenses that are easy to forget about. Milestones like
buying or selling a house, starting or graduating from college, having a child
or getting married, can have big effects on your taxes.
• Do your research. Look into new tax laws and interpretations, both
federally and in your state. This may alter your filing. If you are a foreign
national that uses an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), you
may need to renew your number. This process can take up to 11 weeks, so start
now if you haven’t already.
• Decide how you’ll file. When it comes to filing your taxes, you have a few
options.
1. Your first option is to file your taxes manually.
2. There are also a plethora of online programs you can use. Using tax
preparation software or electronic filing cuts down on errors in your
application compared to manual filing.
3. While some Metro Detroit consumers have started gathering the appropriate
filing documents, some may find the task particularly daunting. That’s
where tax preparers come in.

Need help finding a credible, ethical tax preparer? Visit bbb.org or call
(866) 788-5706. We are here to help.

If you haven’t worked with a professional before and are unsure what to look for
when finding a tax preparer? BBB offers these tips to help you with your search.
• Look for credentials. Ideally, your tax preparer should either be a
certified public accountant, a tax attorney or an enrolled agent. All three can
represent you before the IRS in all matters, including an audit.

Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau
serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that
fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its
business accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact
your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“The eye tells what the tongue would hide.”
− Chief Joseph, 1840-1904 | Born Hinmaton-Yalaktit
Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt (Nez Perce: "Thunder Rolling Down the Mountain")

• Don’t fall for the promise of a big refund. Be wary of any tax
preparation service promising larger refunds than the competition. Avoid any
tax preparer who bases their fee on a percentage of the refund.
• Think about accessibility. Many tax preparation services only set up shop
for the months leading up to April 15. In case the IRS finds errors, or in case
of an audit, make sure you are able to contact your tax preparer at any time
of the year.
• Read the contract carefully. Read tax preparation service contracts
closely to ensure you understand issues such as how much it is going to
cost for the service, how the cost will be affected if preparation is more
complicated and time consuming than expected, and whether the tax preparer
will represent you in the case of an audit.
• Do your research. Find out who your family, friends or colleagues use to
prepare their taxes and then check BBB Business Profiles at bbb.org to learn
more about that preparer.
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698
Compare at $1,299

Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

1,298

$

Compare at $2,299

Flexsteel Sofa

1,898

$

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

Compare at $3,999

2,398

$

Compare at $4,999

Flexsteel Leather Reclining Sofa

Flexsteel Sectional

810-385-6530

810-984-4215

Our certified interior designer, Tracy Fox,
is available to assist you in planning your
latest home décor needs. Call Tracy for an
appointment today at 810-300-1738 or stop
into Bens Fine Furniture & Mattress
north end store in Fort Gratiot.

