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t’s hard to imagine a time
when the bustling city of
Mount Clemens was nothing
more than dense wilderness,
but more than 250 years ago,
that is exactly what the area
looked like.
Christian Clemens was born
in January of 1768, in Horsham
Township, Pennsylvania, to
Gerhart and Keturah Clemens,
becoming one of the couple’s
thirteen children. Generations
earlier, the Clemens’ family
faced persecution as Mennonites
in England, so Christian’s
great-great grandfather, Jacob
Clemens, moved his family
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to Bardelome, Holland. One of
Jacob’s sons, named Gerhart,
decided to leave Holland with his
wife and two children in 1709,
destined for London – once they
arrived at their destination, the
family boarded a ship to the
United States, arriving in New
York. After spending a short
time in New York, they settled
in Philadelphia and purchased a
100-acre farm. A few years later,
Gerhart purchased 690 acres
in Salford Township, which is
where he constructed a small
home for his family.
In 1726, Gerhart constructed
See MT. CLEMENS Page 6

Former Concrete Mogul’s
Farm Turned County Park
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Approach to Our
Auditory Health

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
oncrete took the country by storm when it was used to lay the first road in 1891, and
quickly began taking precedence over other material previously used that didn’t have
the same longevity or strength.
William Herbert Lee McCourtie was born in Somerset Center, Michigan, on a farm to
Mary and Michael McCourtie in 1872. William learned at a young age that he wasn’t fond
of the tough manual labor required to maintain a farm, so when he finished his schooling, he
continued his education at the University of Michigan. After graduating from Michigan’s law
school in 1894, he soon went on to practice law in Jackson, Michigan, for a short period of time.
After spending just a few years using his degree in his home state, William moved to Dallas,

C
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Today it is with sadness that we say goodbye to one of our longtime, in-house writers, David Odziana. He has been a favorite
with our readers since he began working for ThumbPrint News in May of 2014. He did many historical articles on the towns and
cities in Michigan, as well as famous people who lived at one point in this beautiful state of ours. His articles were informative,
well-written and enjoyed by readers of all ages, as apparent by the emails I received complimenting his writing. David has moved
on to a new challenge and opportunity, and I personally would like to wish him well in his new endeavor and let him know that
we all will miss him very much.
Because of the void left by David’s exit, I am putting out the call to journalists and/or talented writers who may want to
submit occasional freelance articles. I am particularly looking for articles pertinent to the history of Michigan – its people,
places, industries, events or travel spots that have left an imprint on what Michigan is today. The articles can be of any length
– from a short column to a feature article. If you have an article to submit, please send it to me in a Word document form to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include your name, address, email and what you are expecting to be paid for the article. Good
quality jpeg photos related to your article will add desirability to your piece. Please be sure any articles and photos are free from
any copyright infringement. All articles submitted will be reviewed by myself and will be acknowledged by email once I have had
a chance to look them over. Please submit only articles that have not been previously published in another magazine or newspaper
or online. If your article is accepted, I reserve the right to edit it for grammar, length and clarity. Again, I am, at this time, only
seeking articles of an historical nature and related to the state of Michigan.
I do have two persons who have expressed an interest in submitting freelance, historical articles monthly, but do have need of
several more writers. At this time, I am not looking to hire someone full-time to work in-house.
Because of the growth of the newspaper, ThumbPrint News is also in the need of additio nal salespersons for selling paid
ads in ThumbPrint News. Experience in the field of sales is highly desirable. The positions available are both part and full-time
and will require that the hours to be worked take place in our office and on the road. Positions available are both hourly and
commissioned-based, depending on the experience the candidate brings to the job. Please submit your résumé for these positions
to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. After reviewing your résumé, if we are interested in meeting you in person, we will call you
or email you to set up an appointment for an interview.
ThumbPrint News is a great place to work. The people are friendly, helpful and all positions offer a great deal of flexibility in
scheduling. Get ahold of us today and join our team!
–Diane Kodet
Presented by:

The Fine Arts Department of

In association with Riverbank Youth Theatre.

FRI 03-20-2020 7:00PM ¤ SAT 03-21-2020 12:00PM ¤ SAT 03-21-2020 3:00PM
Performances will be held at

SC4 Fine Arts Theater
323 Erie St., Port Huron, MI 48060

THREE WAYS TO BUY YOUR $10 TICKET
¤ AT THE SCHOOL: New Life Christian Academy
5517 Griswold Rd., Kimball 48074
¤ ON THE WEBSITE: www.NLCASCHOOL.com
¤ BY CALLING THE SCHOOL: 810.367.3770, ext. 100

Disney’s The Lion King JR. is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com
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Covering Macomb, Oakland AND Wayne counties,
AND now parts OF St. Clair County

REFRIGERATION & HEATING, INC.

586-758-2020
Call for a free estimate for new equipment

FREE

MEDIA FILTER CABINET
OR HUMIDIFIER
with purchase of a furnace
and air conditioning system*

Service we’re proud of since 1937!
• Furnace and Air Conditioning Specialists
• Fast, Friendly Repair or Replacement
• Ask About Convenient, Preventative Maintenance Packages
• Save Big Money with Manufacturer and Utility Rebates

Not ready to replace your
equipment yet?

RECEIVE

10 OFF

$

REPAIR SERVICE CHARGE*

*Limited time offer

Christian

Page 2		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

March 2020		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

Page 3

Page 4		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

to read online anytime!

March 2020

WASHINGTON ELEVATOR
Annual March
Fertilizer Sale!
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27 Mile

West Rd.
26 Mile

M-53

(1/2 mile north of 26 Mile Rd., then 1/2 mile west of Van Dyke)
HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-12
www.washingtonelevator.com

Van Dyke

7030 West Road, Washington, MI • (586) 781-4822
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“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” ~ Benjamin Franklin
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Fertilizer with Crabgrass Preventor • CAPITOL WEED & FEED
Phosphorus Free: 16-0-8 • 12-0-12 • 24-0-8
5-20-20 • 12-12-12 • 19-19-19

WE ALSO HAVE ORGANICS! Alfalfa Meal • Corn Gluten Meal • Turf Nurture • Organic Poultry Fertilizer • Milorganite & MORE!
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con·cu·pis·cent [kän-ˈkyü-pə-sənt]

An adjective meaning filled with strong desire, especially sexual desire; lustful
Ex: The prosecutor’s questions painted the defendent as cunning and concupiscent.
First known use: 14th century; Middle English, from Anglo-French, from Late
Latin concupiscentia.

outré

ou·tré [ü-ˈtrā]

An adjective meaning unusual and startling: violating convention or propriety. Ex: A
suggestion made 30 years that was considered outré, today is considered orthodox.
First known use: 1722 from French, from past participle of outrer to go beyond, carry
to excess, from Old French ultrer, utrer, from ultre, outre, beyond

semaphore sem·a·phore [ˈseməˌfôr]

A noun meaning a system of sending messages by holding the arms or two flags or
poles in certain positions according to an alphabetic code. Ex: If you learn semaphore or
Morse code, you’ll have a fun way to send messages. First known use: early 19th century
(denoting a signaling apparatus): from French sémaphore, formed irregularly from
Greek sēma ‘sign’ + -phoros
YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions, please email

the word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first
and last name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located
on page 2 of the paper. Without all the requested information, we will be unable to
use your submission.
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A Nutritional Approach
to Our Auditory Health
for National Nutrition Month
Contributed by Amber Deegan

General Manager for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

When we examine any aspect of our health, we
should take a whole-body approach being that the
human body is an interconnected system of many complex
parts. If we look at the auditory system specifically, we will find that is closely
connected to our cardiovascular and nervous systems. The type of foods and
beverages that we consume have a major effect on the health and well-being
of our entire structure. There’s so much truth to the proverbial saying, “you
are what you eat”. Consuming clean, quality water and raw organic fruits
and vegetables that are packed full of essential vitamins and nutrients help to
keep our arteries and veins clear and open to ensure blood flow to the heart,
brain and other organs, thus keeping us in optimal health. A 2010 study in
the American Journal of Audiology discovered that healthy blood flow was
necessary for healthy hearing. Conversely, when we consume unhealthy foods
that are highly processed and full of saturated and trans fats, refined sugars
and toxic chemicals, degenerative health conditions such as heart disease,
diabetes and high blood pressure are inevitable and have been closely linked to
increased hearing loss.

THE STATISTICS ARE STAGGERING:
•

Hearing loss is twice as common in individuals who have diabetes than in
those without.
• Studies suggest those with hypertension have a greater incidence of
hearing loss than those without.
• Those that suffer from untreated, severe hearing loss are said to be five
times more likely to develop dementia.
• Mild to moderate untreated hearing loss leads to cognitive decline and
may be an early indicator for Alzheimer’s disease.
• Individuals with untreated hearing loss are twice as likely to be depressed
than those who have normal hearing or those who wear hearing devices.
Additionally, the foods we consume have a major effect on our nervous system
and mood, which can contribute to emotional strain, depression and anxiety.
Products, such as processed refined sugars, tend to cause our blood sugar levels
to move up and down like a rollercoaster, consequently causing our mood to
do the same. A study conducted by the Seniors Research Group, an alliance
between NCOA and Market Strategies, Inc., surveyed 2,300 hearing impaired
adults age 50 and older and found that those with untreated hearing loss were
more likely to report depression, anxiety and paranoia and were less likely to
participate in organized social activities. Dealing with untreated hearing loss
alone tends to have many negative psychological effects, thus having an even
greater negative impact when coupled with the stress and mood swings caused
by an unhealthy diet. This is why it’s even more important to place a higher
emphasis on nutrition if we suffer from hearing loss.
In the famous words of Greek physician Hippocrates,
“Let food be thy medicine; thy medicine shall be
food!” The true key is prevention and the
healthier we are, the less likely we are to
experience debilitating ailments such heart
disease, diabetes, dementia and high blood
pressure which are linked to hearing loss.
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community
in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of
untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com
or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

Enrolled with a Medicare Advantage or Supplement Plan?
BELTONE HONORS ALL
PLANS AND PROVIDERS

MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE

BELOW ARE JUST A FEW:

Name/Nombre

JOHN L SMITH
Medicare Number/Número de Medicare

123-45-6789-A
Entitled to/Con derecho a

HOSPITAL (PART A)
MEDICAL (PART B)

Coverage starts/Cobetura empieza

03-01-2020
03-01-2020

Aetna | Humana | Amerigroup
Cigna | UnitedHeathcare
BCBS Anthem | AARP/UHC
PROVIDERS: Hearing Care Solutions
EPIC | UnitedHealthcare Hearing

ATTENTION TEACHERS, AUTOWORKERS & STATE EMPLOYEE RETIREES
As you may be aware, there have been recent changes related to your hearing aid
benefits. You may have been told that these changes are in your best interest; the
fact is that your right to choose, as well as proper care and treatment, may have
been compromised. Beltone is offering a special discount program available for
you. Please call today to schedule your appointment and learn more.

MAXIMIZE

YOUR BENEFIT BY SPEAKING
WITH US AT BELTONE DIRECTLY

$0 COPAY HEARING EXAMS

FREE LIFETIME CARE WITH ALL PLANS AT BELTONE
At this time, Medicare does not cover the cost of hearing aids. Some supplemental Medicare plans offer a
hearing discount as part of their benefit package. However, none of these plans offer or cover long-term
aftercare, but simply 2-3 post fitting visits or 90 days of free service (then $65-$125 OOP). All Beltone patients
will receive FREE Lifetime Care with their hearing instruments (up to $3,000 value). This includes FREE
reprogramming, cleaning, retesting, refitting, in office repairs and minor parts replacements. No Medicare
supplement plan offers this benefit... Beltone will give you all this for FREE after your original benefit.

™

Helping the world hear better

DO NOT CASH • THIS IS NOT A CHECK

Expires March 31, 2020

DOLLARS
THE SUM OF:

One Thousand Dollars and 00/100*

CENTS

$1000 00*

PAY TO THE ORDER OF:

Your Name Here!
123 Oak Street
City, State, Zip

Authorized Signature

*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Trust™ 17 or 9 hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount taken off MSRP.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one check per person.
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the township’s first grist mill, eventually selling some of
his holdings to his three children – Abraham, Jacob and
Johannes, the latter being Christian’s grandfather. As more children were born
into the family, the landholdings that were passed down continued to dwindle.
Christian grew up during an interesting time in American history, when the
western section of the country was yet to be settled and the government began
taking away land holdings from the Native Americans. This action created
the need for land speculation, which held the potential for immense monetary
gains, although many questioned the ethics of the process. As time passed,
the government continued to present the Native Americans with treaties, each
taking more land from the natives.

MT. CLEMENS

Continued from Page 1

By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

CottageLiving
Spring is so close now I’m literally counting down the days and most likely
driving my family insane with that.
In a recent conversation with a co-worker, we were talking about going
“up north” when I said my cabin was in the Thumb. The reaction I received
was “that’s not up north in Michigan”. I thought about that for a minute and
considered that the Thumb is northeast for me and for some people it is just a
path to really northern Michigan. It’s all in whom you ask and what each of us
thinks “up north” really is.
Is the U.P. considered the only real up north in Michigan? Or is Traverse City,
Alpena or Mackinac Island the “real” up north? Do we have to be surrounded by
thick forests and stay in a cabin in the middle of the woods, with no neighbors
around for miles, to have that considered “up north”? Who puts a label on that
anyway? It reminds me of when someone says they are going camping, and
they pull up in a two-bedroom RV, with a full kitchen and bath, to head to the
campground. Is that camping or “glam-ping?” Or is it simply just getting away
from the routine of everyday life?
Within the next few days, I came across a poem on social media by Suzanne
Kindler that settled my thoughts down while trying to find an answer as to what
“up north Michigan” really is. The name of the poem says it all.

Up North

I t ’s t he place people go t o escape,
A place made of cabins, pine t rees and lakes.
Bu t no ma tt er how far y ou drive
There is no sign sa y ing “ y ou’ve arrived”
So jus t follow y our hear t t ill y ou find…
Your special place t hat brings peace of mind
As y ou brea t he in t he air and unwind…
All of y our cares are all lef t behind
I t ’s no m y s t er y where t he nor t h woods s t ar t
Bu t when y ou arrive up nor t h, y ou’ll know i t in y our hear t .

Market Street Bridge in Mt. Clemens

In his 20’s, Christian chose to take advantage of the opportunities available
elsewhere in the country, moving with his brother to Detroit – the two siblings,
along with a group of others, made the excruciating journey through the dense
wilderness on horseback. Upon arriving in Detroit, Christian purchased a
piece of property on the Rouge River, but soon sold it without making any
improvements. In December of 1796, he leased a grist mill for one year and
spent his time making numerous contacts with both the French and Native
Americans. A generally accepted story about the early life of Christian Clemens
was his involvement in a surveying party around Detroit in the late 1790s,
under Lewis Cass, but since Cass was born in 1782, he would’ve only been
a teenager, making the tale seemingly farfetched. It was said during his time
surveying, the group came upon an area referred to as “High Banks” or “Big
Springs”, which was along a river at the time known as the Huron (now known
as the Clinton).
Legend states that when they came upon this section of land, Christian stated
that it was the first rise in elevation since leaving Detroit, which birthed the joke
of others referring to it as Mount Clemens. At the turn of the century, Christian
made the move from Detroit to the wilderness of his selected land, constructing
a log home on the property in 1802 – the home was located on modern-day
northbound Gratiot Avenue. Around this time, Christian also went into business
with Oliver Wiswell, purchasing a distillery. The building was originally
Fluemer’s Flour Mill before it was turned into a distillery by John Brooks, who
sold it to Wiswell and Clemens. A short time later, Christian purchased 500
acres surrounding the distillery from John and Richard Conner. Shortly after
his move to the unsettled land, Christian married Elizabeth Talmadge Allen,

All true statements! To me anything at least two hours away from the busyness,
noise and lights of the city is considered “up north”. It’s all in how you look at it. If
you enjoy being away from the craziness of life and love to just stare at the night
sky full of stars (something we do not see in the city) or just letting your mind
and body relax around nature, then that is what is considered your “up north”.
I found my answer!
Happy March and First Day of Spring ThumbPrint News readers!

Mount Clemens Brewing Company
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who had two children from a
previous marriage.
In 1805, Clemens was
selected to fill the position
of Lieutenant Colonel of the
militia, which was formed
to protect the Clinton River
from the Shawnee Tribe.
When the War of 1812
broke out, Christian became
a prisoner of war when he
was captured by the British
and held at Fort Detroit – he
wasn’t released until 1818.
A strange story regarding his
time at the fort explains an
Mt. Clemens, 1890
apparent relationship with the guards, who
periodically allowed him to leave to spend time with his family in Detroit.
After being set free from the British hold, Christian and his wife Elizabeth had
their last of four children and Christian began making up for all the time he lost
while being incarcerated.
With a large section of land, Christian quickly began laying out streets
and lots to form the village of Mount Clemens. Governor Lewis Cass signed
a manifesto establishing Macomb County on January 15, 1818 – just three
months later Cass recognized Mount Clemens as the county seat of Macomb
and named Christian the judge of the county court. As his settlement continued
to grow, Christian offered land to construct a courthouse on and even helped
provide supplies and money to ensure it materialized. He donated land for
churches to be erected, a site for a cemetery, and by 1822, Clemens was able
to secure a stagecoach line from Detroit to Mount Clemens, a trip that took
all day and cost a dollar – it is said that Christian claimed this was the first
public stagecoach line in the state. During these early years of development,
Christian’s family home was used as a stopping place for new settlers to reside
until they had constructed shelter, which at times held as much as five other
families at one time.
The
log
courthouse
was constructed in 1819,
lasting until 1839, when
it was burned down while
a prisoner attempted to
escape – the building
was also used as a church
and school. Throughout
the formative years of
Christian’s settlement, he
served in numerous positions, such as Depiction of Macomb County Court House in 1840
county treasurer from 1818 to 1827, probate judge See MT. CLEMENS Page 22
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SHOP, DINE & HAVE A GREAT TIME
in Downtown Mount Clemens.

Discover quaint, tree-lined streets and shops,
pubs, restaurants and nightclubs for a quiet,
romantic dinner or a lively party.
ALLEY CAT JUNKTIQUES
54 New Street
586-209-6835

ARDIS MUSIC
49 N. Walnut Street
586-468-0282

ANTON ART CENTER
125 Macomb Place
586-469-8666

CHAMPAGNE CHOCOLATES
65 Macomb Place, Suite E
586-468-1170

FIA’S GALLERIA
48 New Street
586-506-5280

HEAD’S UP BOUTIQUE
50 New Street
586-468-2294

MAX & OLLIE’S VINTAGE BOUTIQUE
65 Macomb Place, Suite A
586-868-3092

PAPERBACK WRITER BOOK STORE
61 Macomb Place
586-468-2665

POP’S SWEETS & TREATS
90 Macomb Place
586-430-1638

THE NEST RETAIL COLLABORATIVE
66 Macomb Place
586-469-4168

THOMAS NEVIN JEWELERS
64 Cherry Street
586-468-6130

WEIRDSVILLE RECORDS
61 Macomb Place
586-431-0035

DOWNTOWNMOUNTCLEMENS.COM | 586-469-4168

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Downtown Mt. Clemens, Michigan, 1920

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

&

REMODELING

♦ ROOF REPLACEMENT
♦ ROOF REPAIRS
♦ SIDING
♦ WINDOWS
♦ ALL TYPES OF ROOFING

Call 810-984-3420

For Your FREE Estimate

www.ReasonableRoofing.com

We Finance – Great Rates & Terms!
Residential • Commercial

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

THINKING OF SELLING THIS SPRING?
START TO FINISH

TOTAL BATH
REMODELING

Less Mess &
Less Demolition
NEW BATH AREA
in as little
as 1-2 days

FULL LINE
of Safety &
Accessibility
Products

50% OFF

SPRING SAVINGS SPECIAL!

After Remodel

Labor on
Total Bath
Remodel

See store for details. Expires 3/31/2020

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

HOME STAGING TIPS – Part I

Staging your home can help your home sell more quickly! Buyers are more
motivated to consider purchasing a home that suits their family size, budget and
location requirements, but also one that appeals to their senses. Think about:
what will a buyer see, smell, hear and touch when they first see your home?
Staging doesn't have to be expensive. If you're like many sellers we work with,
high-end staging may not be in your plan or budget. That's why we put together
detailed, room-by-room personalized staging tips for our clients. Here are a few
tips that may be helpful to you to make your house appeal to the broadest market.
Say Goodbye to Clutter! – The one most important thing you can do to prepare
your home for sale (and for your move) is to get rid of clutter. Take a hard look at
what you have and ask yourself what you can live without.
Curb Appeal – Be sure the entrance is clean and well-maintained, no weeds, no
cobwebs. First impressions count.
Indoor Plantings, Potted Plants, Fresh Flowers – Plants, small or large, are an
easy and inexpensive way to create visual appeal. Flower arrangements in vases
you already own look beautiful and will smell naturally fresh.
Home Fragrance – Gentle odors such as lightly scented candles, sprays and
plug-in type fragrance gadgets in delicate scents can work wonders.
Baskets, Decorative Containers – These can help organize scattered items and
eliminate clutter.
Light Bulbs and Dimmer Switches – Brighten dark areas and rooms or soften
harsh light with dimmers and the newer soft light bulbs. Be sure all the light
bulbs work.
Paint – Do this over unusual colors or update stark white walls with a
contemporary neutral tone.
Clean the Mechanical Areas Thoroughly – Eliminate dust and debris from your
water heater and furnace. Let the prospective buyers know you pay attention to
maintaining your home.
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Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
• One Contractor from Start to Finish

MARKET MATTERS

The 2020 housing market outlook remains
positive as strong economic growth and low
mortgage rates contribute to upward movement,
while rising demand and short supply will
increase competition.
Let’s take a closer look at the local real estate
market here in the great state of Michigan.
In southeastern Michigan, metro Detroit (Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and
Livingston), as well as in St. Clair County, home sale prices rose 5.6% in
2019 from a year earlier and finally surpassed the region's pre-recession
peak, according to the latest real estate data.
Looking at southwestern Michigan, sales were up 4% with 277 homes
sold last month. The year-to-date average sales price also increased by
3% to a record high of $239,617 and the median price so far for the year
jumped 9% to $179,210.
The average sales price of homes in mid-Michigan’s Greater Lansing
area has risen 7.4% from $168,053 to $180,537 in December 2019.
With our economy producing solid job gains, low unemployment, and
strong consumer sentiment, historically low mortgage interest rates
continue and have reduced further. U.S. weekly averages as of February
6, 2020, were under 3.5% for 30-year fixed rate mortgages. This is almost
a full percentage lower than one year ago. 15-year fixed rates cracked
3%, decreasing to 2.97%.
And, in their first meeting of 2020, on January 28 and 29, the Federal
Reserve policymakers unanimously agreed to keep the benchmark
interest rates unchanged, which should keep mortgage rates steady as
we enter our spring real estate market.
Good news for those looking to buy and a time to check to see if
refinancing an existing mortgage makes sense for you.
Source: www.freddiemac.com/pmms/

Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb,
Oakland Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of
Realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker.
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1

On this day
in 1932,
the 20-month-old
son of aviation hero,
Charles Lindbergh,
is kidnapped from
the family’s new
mansion in Hopewell,
New Jersey.

2

On this day
in 1904, Theodor
Geisel, better
known to the world as
Dr. Seuss, the author and
illustrator of such
beloved children’s books
as The Cat in the Hat and
Green Eggs and Ham, is
born in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

3

8

On this day
in 1917,
the February
Revolution begins,
leading to the end of
czarist rule in Russia.

9

On this day
10 in 1864,
11
President

15

16

On this day
in 1926, the first
man to give
hope to dreams of space
travel is American Robert
H. Goddard, who
successfully launches
the world’s first
liquid-fueled rocket at
Auburn, Massachusetts.

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

On this day
in 1887,
William Alden Smith
is made the first
salaried fish and
game
warden in
Michigan.

On this day
in 2014,
43 people die
when a portion of a hill
suddenly collapses and
buries a neighborhood in
the small community of
Oso, Washington,
northeast of Seattle. It
was one of the deadliest
mudslides in U.S. history.

FREEPIK.COM

On this day
in 1951, the
"Mad Bomber"
strikes in New York.

On this day
in 1964, the
first Ford Mustang
is produced.

On this day
in 2011,
actress Elizabeth
Taylor dies of
complications from
congestive heart
failure at a Los
Angeles hospital at
age 79.

On this day
in 1867, the
U.S. purchase of
Alaska is ridiculed as
"Seward's Folly”.

On this day
in 1820, after
months of bitter
debate, Congress passes
the Missouri
Compromise, a bill that
temporarily resolves the
first serious political
clash between slavery
and antislavery interests
in U.S. history.

794-5678 for garage door maintenance!

4

6

7

12

On this day
in 1933, FDR
broadcasts his first
“fireside chat” during
the Great Depression.

13

14

18

19

20

On this day
in 1965,
President Lyndon B.
Johnson sends
federal troops to
Alabama to protect a
civil rights march.

21

25

26

27

28

On this day
in 1960,
after 20 tumultuous
years of marriage,
actress Lucille Ball
divorces her husband
and collaborator,
Desi Arnaz.

On this day
in 1997, Paul
Lincoln promotes
McCartney, a former
then-Major General
member
of the most
Ulysses S. Grant to the
successful
rock band
rank of lieutenant
general of the U.S. Army, in history, The Beatles,
was knighted by
tasking him with the job
of leading all Union
Queen Elizabeth II for
troops against the
his “services to
Confederate Army.
music.”
On this day
On this day
in 1852, in
in 461 A.D.,
New York City, Henry
Saint Patrick,
Christian missionary, Wells and William G.
bishop and apostle of Fargo join with several
other investors to
Ireland, dies at Saul,
launch their
Downpatrick, Ireland.
namesake business,
Wells and Fargo.

On this day
in 1989,
Exxon Valdez
crashes, causing
one of the worst oil
spills in history.

On this day
in 1889, the
Eiffel
Tower
opens
in Paris,
France.

On this day
in 1957,
Europe's Common
Market is founded in
a major step toward
economic unity.

5

On this day
in 1963,
the Hula-Hoop
is patented.

On this day
in 1957,
Elvis Presley puts a
down payment on
Graceland.

On this day
in 1969, a group
called Women
Strike for Peace
demonstrate in
Washington, D.C., in the
first large antiwar
demonstration since
President Richard Nixon’s
inauguration in January.

On this day
in 1886, the
first U.S. alternating
current power plant
starts in Great
Barrington,
Massachusetts.

On this day
in 2005,
the board of
directors of the Walt
Disney Company
officially announces that
Robert Iger, Disney’s
president and COO, will
succeed Michael Eisner
as the company’s CEO.

On this day
in 1958, Soviet
First Secretary
Nikita Khrushchev
replaces Nicolay Bulganin
as Soviet premier,
becoming the first leader
since Joseph Stalin to
simultaneously hold the
USSR’s two top offices.
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On this day
in 2010,
Kathryn
Bigelow
is the
first
female
director
Oscar
winner.

On this day
in 1958, the
Recording Industry
Association of
America awards the
first Gold Record to
Perry Como for
“Catch A Falling
Star”.

On this day
in 1952, the
Moondog Coronation
Ball is history’s first
rock concert.

On this day
in 1881, the
“Greatest Show On
Earth” is formed by
P.T. Barnum and
James Anthony
Bailey.
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century. There he used his experience in law to write
leases for oil and gas companies, quickly realizing the
immense amount of money that was available in the
industry. This prompted William to take a leap of faith
and try his hand at oil speculation, which earned him a
fortune.
Some reports suggest that William may have
been involved with the Peninsular Portland Cement
Company, located near the family farm, before moving
to Dallas, but regardless, at some point he learned
that the key ingredient in the product was marl, which
was found in the soil of his uncle’s farm. With a large
amount of money, he began investing into the industry,
going into partnership with William Cowham, who was
William McCourtie
an engineer that designed cement plants – he was a part
owner and likely the president of the Trinity Portland Cement Company. After
returning to Michigan to begin his new venture, William purchased a mansion in
Jackson, Michigan, for him and his family located at 605 West Michigan Avenue.
While they enjoyed their time in the massive home, William’s heart was at his
family’s farm in Somerset Center, which he purchased in 1924, and quickly
started transforming the 42-acre lot he referred to as Aiden’s Lair.
The farm still held the original 1850’s farmhouse, which he soon began adding
onto with a 26x42-foot ballroom with a bathroom and two bedrooms above it, one
of which was his. Since William was now a concrete tycoon, it only seems fitting
that much of the construction
used that material, which
included a swimming pool, as
well as a stocked trout pond –
his use of cement soon went
way beyond just the house.
While it is not known exactly
when William became familiar
with the process of trabajo
rustico, which is a Mexican art
that forms cement to resemble
wood, many believe his
appreciation for it came from
McCourtie Park garage (contributed by
Hillsdale Historical Society)
his time working in Texas.
One of the stranger buildings he constructed was known as a rathskeller, which
is essentially a bar or restaurant that is below ground. Situated into the side
of a hill facing Goose Creek, the hidden building was adorned with everything
from brass foot rails to hand-hewn beams to an English-inspired bar, which
was attached to an underground garage. Through a set of swinging doors was
a poker room, where many powerful men spent all night gambling – it is said
that Henry Ford attended some of these games. Connected to the rathskeller was
a 10x10- foot room, which was protected by a 300-pound combination door –
there was a trap door in the ground hidden above the vault to enter. Since the
country was experiencing prohibition and William knew some very powerful
people, many believe this was a perfect place to hold illegal liquor until it was
ready to be moved because the building wasn’t visible from the road. Rumors
ran rampant about the residence being an illegal saloon for the upper class and
was said to receive visits from none other than Al Capone, assumed to be moving

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049
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his bootlegged alcohol along U.S. 12 from Chicago to
Michigan. As with many mysterious sites, Williams’
family farm was also said to hold underground tunnels,
which were used in the 1800s as part of the Underground
Railroad to get slaves to freedom.
Not only did William expand the living quarters on the
property, he also spent a small fortune on landscaping the
area. Instead of simply using trees and shrubs to decorate
the land, William hired two artisans, Ralph Corona and
George Cardosa, to craft works of art from concrete in
the trabajo rustico style he came to admire. Over the
next decade, the two men spent day in and day out hand
A simple bridge
crafting various bridges out of concrete
that perfectly resembled logs and rope – 17
bridges to be exact that cross Goose Creek,
which runs through the property. The detail
is so intricate that it actually includes moss,
wood grain, saw cuts and knots, which
were all illuminated with electricity. In
addition to the bridges, William also had
the men construct two bird houses, which
were possibly some of the fanciest bird
houses ever made. The two living quarters
A trellis bridge
were massive, equipped with individual
apartments able to hold 288 birds, while
the other had a capacity of 192 – just
one of the birdhouses cost $2,200 in the
1920s, which is the equivalent of more
than $30,000 today. William also had
the men use his beloved cement to form
what looks to be two massive trees, but
what may appear to simply be a piece
of art was actually used as chimneys for
the rathskeller.
Sadly, just a short time after William finished all of his projects A curved bridge
around his farm, which was said to exceed $500,000 in renovations, McCourtie
passed away in 1933 – he was just 61 years old when he passed away after
spending the last six months of his life in a sanitarium in Battle Creek. Although
rumors of William rubbing elbows with gangsters were often circulated around
the area, many remember him doing things such as offering white paint to
every resident of Somerset Center to beautify the town. Even during the Great
Depression, McCourtie would invite the community to his extravagant parties,
which included dancing, live bands, poker games and even stunt flyers. After his
passing, the property was purchased by the Kiessling family, who owned it for
years beginning in 1961. The property’s history seemingly faded away beginning
around the 1980s, and was
eventually
purchased
by Somerset Township
in 1987. From there
volunteers came to the
area to help rid it of years
of brush and trash, but
sadly the home needed
a $200,000 makeover
– it was decided by the
township to demolish the
home in 1990. McCourtie
Park was open to the
public on July 29, 1989,
and just two years later it
was added to the Michigan
Register of Historic Places
– in 1992, the site became
part of the National
A birdhouse
Register of Historic Places.
The park is located off U.S.12 in Somerset
One of the chimney trees

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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Blue Water Area
Humane Society
invites you to TWO events at
4100 Griswold Rd., Port Huron Twp.
(Between Range Rd. & Michigan Ave.)

18TH ANNUAL
CHARITY AUCTION

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020
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Center offering tennis courts, a baseball diamond and picnic
areas, as well as one of the largest collections of trabajo
rustico in the country. It is also interesting to note that many
claim McCourtie
Park hosts a
ghostly spirit,
often referred to as
the “lady in blue”,
who has been said
to be seen floating
over the numerous
bridges around
dusk.

Another chimney tree

All photos seen in article, unless otherwise noted below the
photo, were contributed by Diane Husson at
www.fauxboisfurniture.com
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Fertilize Your Lawn

BEFORE IT’S TOO FAR GONE!

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
We’ve almost made it! Winter is just about over, as crazy as that sounds. The
warm, sunny weather is waiting for us right around the corner. I’m sure most
of you spent a fair amount of time hibernating indoors with a cozy blanket and
warm drink, but did you also know your lawn was hibernating outside beneath
all that snow? With the weather quickly changing and the snow and ice melting,
your lawn will be waking up in need of some special attention. A season-long
fertilization program is just the thing to make sure your grass is lush, happy and
healthy in the coming months.
As silly as it may seem, our grass is a living organism that needs to be taken
care of regularly. Most people think it just needs to be cut every once in a while
and everything will be fine, but it actually needs more than that. Lawns require
nutrients in order to grow thick, green and beautiful, and fertilizers are made
with those nutrients. However, it is important to know that not all grass is the
same. Knowing the variety of grass you have makes all the difference for keeping
it healthy.
There are several variables that go into growing and maintaining healthy
turf; water, temperature, nutrients and sunlight are a few of the most important.
Water is by far the most important factor, but the amount needed varies with
differing grass types. Too much or not enough water can severely damage your
lawn. Sunlight is something all plants require for photosynthesis, but again,
depending on the species of grass, the amount of sunlight differs. In addition to
water and sunlight, nutrients are vital in the survival and maintenance of turf.
The three most common nutrients are nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Too
much or not enough of any one of these nutrients can make or break your lawn
and its appearance. In order to know if your grass is lacking or has too much
of one of these nutrients, or to find out your specific kind of grass, testing is
usually recommended. You can take a sample of your turf and send it off to find
out exactly what is going on and what you can do to fix or maintain your lawn.
Another giant factor in completing a season-long fertilization program is
weeds. Getting control over weeds can feel like a full-time job in and of itself.
Using a weed-killer product once you start seeing weeds only does so much. If
you sign up for a fertilization program, the first application will be applied early
in the season. The product will be on the ground as your grass is just starting to
come back to life after the
long, cold winter. This first
application should have
a pre-emergent product
in it that will prevent
weeds from emerging
with the growing grass.
Controlling weeds before
they begin is much easier
than trying to control
them after they’ve taken
over your lawn!
ABC Home & Commercial Services offers a lawn fertilization program that
includes five applications. We will start the first round of applications late
this month or early next month. Remember, that first application is the most
important in making sure your lawn is healthy for the rest of the year. Don’t
wait until the weeds have taken over. Call and get an estimate over the phone
and set up your service today. ABC Home & Commercial Services has many
knowledgeable customer service representatives to answer any questions you
may have about lawn fertilization. Call them at (810) 794-5678, and they will
walk you through the five applications and explain what each treatment is meant
to do and how it will help you achieve that weed and pest resistant, beautiful,
picture-perfect lawn you’ve always wanted!
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The Algonac Robotics Club is preparing
the workforce of tomorrow in fields like
programming, engineering, mechanical
and electrical. Students learn to work as a
team to plan, design, build and program a
robot as well as build business, marketing, fundraising and recruiting skills. The
Club competes in the FIRST events in district, state and national competitions.
The mission of FIRST is to inspire young people to be science and technology
leaders and innovators, by engaging them in exciting Mentor-based programs that
build science, engineering and technology skills, inspire innovation and foster
well-rounded life capabilites including self-confidence, communication and
leadership. Students involved in robotics programs are two times more likely to
major in science or engineering after graduation. FIRST has a greater effect on
girls who are 33% more likely to enter into an engineering field after participating
in a robotics program like ours. The Algonac Robotics Club is part of the Algonac
Community Schools and compete in four different levels of FIRST competitions.
They currently have a high school, junior high, upper elementary and lower
elementary team for students from grades 2nd through 12th. Each step in the
progression of teams brings increased challenges and enhanced skills.
The Algonac Robotics Club is funded solely on fundraising, grants and
sponsorships from companies and individuals. If you yould like more information
about their various levels of sponsorship or to set up a presentation at your place
of business, please contact us at algonacrobotics15@gmail.com or call Nicole at
(586) 876-1924. Your support is welcomed and appreciated.

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
This is a once-in-a-lifetime column. There was a good chunk of time when I
would have bet big bucks that I would never write this very specific and special
column. But thanks to that churning feeling of “I gotta do this” in my gut that
Tums, Gas-X or a chalky Rolaids won’t quiet, I’m so proud to announce that this
is my 100th column. I write messages of encouragement for numerous newspapers
and column #100 is landing in ThumbPrint News.
Even though I was never a cheerleader in high school – trust me, not even
close – somehow encouraging people to never give up is one of my purposes.
Goodness, “purpose” is such an intimidating word. I will be forever grateful
that years ago I realized one of my purposes…because living with purpose is so
highly satisfying. Even if I never publish column #101, let alone column #200, I
can say that for a few years, I did my best to start a wave.
And isn’t that wave the point? It’s our humble, alas a bit arrogant hope of what
we want to happen when we breathe life into our purpose. In my case, it is my
super big hope and prayer that people find my words at just the right time so
they’ll get some much needed oomph to help them keep their heavy ball rolling
forward. It gives me chills to picture people, not just a person, feeling the support
they so urgently need, so that, indeed a wave of onwardness begins and, dare I
say, grows. And, although I can’t prove it, I have to believe that somewhere in
those 100 columns that a wave, ripple, even a whitecap of drive is happening.
But finding our purpose, starting a wave, feels so overwhelming, especially
when you are thinking about picking up your mom’s prescription, getting to the
bus stop on time while navigating Costco lines. Breathe easy; it’s not as hard as
you think. First of all, I don’t think anybody has just one purpose – that’s way too
much pressure. For me, encouraging people is only one way I need to spend my
time. I also plant my garden to help support butterflies and bees. And if it didn’t
cause marital disharmony, I’d offer permanent sanctuary to more than just two
abandoned kitties at a time. So, take the sack of bowling balls off your back…no
need to feel like it’s one purpose or bust.
One of the best ways, I think, to find one of your purposes is think about the
1, 2, 3 or 10 issues, problems, bug-a-boo’s, that keep crossing your mind, or
dare I say, upsetting your heart. If something keeps bothering you, that could
be the universe, God, or your higher power trying to get your attention to do
something about it. The burden of worrying about discarded animals will always
be scratching my heart – and thank goodness. If that uncomfortable feeling wasn’t
there, I wouldn’t do anything about it. Burdens are placed on our hearts to react
to them, not to ignore them.
So the next time you are on hold awaiting the next customer service rep or in
a traffic jam, maybe make a mental list of those repetitive thoughts……do the
same things keep you up at night? Another plan that might help you find purpose
is if putting action to those nagging thoughts quiets them a bit. Putting action to
anything that is bothering us is one of the best ways to control it. If you start to
feel that confidence, contentment of a job well done, of time well spent, you just
may have found one of your purposes. Then life begins to shift a little, then a lot,
when you start to see and daydream about the virtual difference your purpose will
cause. And before you know it, you might be celebrating helping the 100th child,
veteran, animal or park. And when you do, don’t forget to look behind you and
see the wave you created.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com
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Puppy & Kitten
Socialization

By Dr. DiBenedetto, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Socialization is the process of preparing your puppy or
kitten to enjoy interactions and be comfortable with other
animals, people, places and activities throughout its life.
Done at the proper time and in the proper manner, socialization can build confidence
in your puppy or kitten, strengthen your bond with them, and reduce the likelihood
of certain problem behaviors. All puppies and kittens go through what’s called a
“critical socialization period,” where they are more accepting of new things. This
“critical” period is generally between three and 12/14 weeks of age for puppies and
three and nine weeks of age for kittens.
The most important part of successful socialization is to remember that the quality of
experiences is more important than the quantity of experiences.
Try to make sure that each experience is as positive as possible.
Introductions to other dogs, cats, adults and children should
all be done in a positive manner and every attempt should be
made to arrange situations that will create successful outcomes.
For puppies, look for ways to introduce them to other dogs that
you know are friendly and tolerant of puppies. Try to stay away
from aggressive or overly excitable dogs in order to help your
puppy avoid becoming fearful of greeting other dogs. Similarly,
avoid overwhelming your puppy or kitten by not exposing them
to a large group of loud and unpredictable young children to
Editor Diane Kodet's prevent a future fear of kids. You can begin at home by helping
new, rescued kitten,
your pet get used to your touch. Run your hands over their body,
Hope, getting some
much needed attention handle the ears, gently open the mouth and touch their paws
and socialization at her and nails. Use treats, toys, play and positive words to reinforce
new home from Diane's a positive association with a new experience. Once your pet is
granddaughter, Abby. comfortable meeting people at home or in class, start venturing
out. Then you can work on socializing your pet to the car, your veterinarian, your
groomer and other places that allow pets, like pet stores or outdoor malls.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you
can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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The Genesee County Bar Foundation
announces that applications are being
accepted for the John S. Beagle
Scholarship established to assist students
from Genesee County, Michigan, with
financial support while in their second or
third level of law school. It is through the
generosity of the late John S. Beagle and
his family that the scholarship has been
established.
John S. Beagle was a distinguished
member of the Genesee County Bar
Foundation and Genesee County Bar
Association. He was affectionately known
as "Legal Beagle", a man of irreproachable
character and good will who had a
passion for justice. He was also a man
who recognized the struggles of those
less fortunate and thought that economics
should not be a barrier to attending law
school. Those fortunate enough to be the
recipient of a John S. Beagle Scholarship
will never have the opportunity to know
this eminent attorney, but his memory
will be embraced by those he helped.
A minimum scholarship of $5,000 will
be awarded. The application deadline
is May 1, 2020. For those interested in
learning more about the Genesee County
Bar Foundation and the John S. Beagle
Scholarship, information can be found
at www.gcbalaw.org or by calling the
Foundation at (810) 232-6000.

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

On page 4 of the February issue,
the article "Now is the Time to
Step Up", by columnist Patricia
Cosner Kubic, had an error.
A TPN reader let us know that President Eisenhower should not
have been included in the second paragraph of vice presidents
who went on to become presidents. Instead, that ninth president
on the list should have been another Johnson. Both President
Andrew Johnson and President Lyndon B. Johnson were vice
presidents first.

Popcorn Lover's Day this year is celebrated on March 12, 2020.

It is the special day for popcorn lovers and is
celebrated every year on the second Thursday
in March. Commercial, large-scale popcorn
machines were invented by Charles Cretors,
of Lebanon, Ohio, in the late 19th century.
C. Cretors and Company dates itself from the
City of Chicago Peddlers License issued to
Charles Cretors on December 2, 1885.
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Condo Maintenance
Brick Pavers
Topsoil & Gravel Drive
Grading

ALL THE LEADING BRANDS!

FORT GRATIOT
4600 24th Ave.
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Tel: 810-385-6000
Fax: 810-385-1667

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!

• Service & Install
• Financing
• Licensed & Insured

Lawn and
Snow Inc.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 2005

MIKE LANDSCHOOT
St. Clair, MI • 810.300.4281

COMPLETE LAWN CARE STARTING AT $30

PREPAY ON LAWN
SERVICE AND GET

5% OFF

ALSO OFFERING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MASONRY / BRICK / BLOCK / CONCRETE

BIERNOT’S

Commercial & Residential

CARTER
MECHANICAL
HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS

PRO
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CARPET ONE FLOOR
&HOME

• CARPET & LINOLEUM • HARDWOOD & LUXURY
VINYL PLANK
• SAND & REFINISH
EXISTING WOOD
• DISCOUNT PRICES WITH
• WINDOW TREATMENTS QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Water Treatment for
Simply Awesome Water
FREE IN-HOME TESTING!

810-982-3794

1•844•CARTERS
AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

Shelly Konarski

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
rist & G if t s

WITH
THIS AD

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650
OP
EN
24 H
K
OURS 7 DAYS A WEE
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

Independent Distributor

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

10 Petals = $10
Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens
off your next purchase
Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810.324.2024

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039



   
 
   
  
     

ABCBEES
ABC

abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

‘

  

810.543.2581

6242 King Rd., Marine City, MI 48039
Phone 810-765-3100 • info@spautorefinishing.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS $15 & UP. CALL (810) 794-2300 TODAY!
For Sale
HOUSE AND PROPERTY, in Hawks,

Michigan. 118 acres, 100 wooded, 18
clear. 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath. Many extras,
pole barn and excellent hunting. $280,000.
Call (989) 255-4676.

General
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair &
Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

ARE YOU INTEREST IN RECYCLING
YOUR OLD CHINA & SERVING WARE?

Foxfire Fixin’s is looking for donations of
old china plates and platters (all sizes),
bowls (all sizes), teacups and saucers,
teapots, coffee cups, vintage glass drinking
glasses and stainless steel silverware for
use in their eclectic, destination restaurant.
Bring your donation into the restaurant or
for more info call (810) 765-9255 or visit
FoxfireFixins.com.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
COND sleeps six, low spring rates starting
at $1,003 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless
internet, outdoor, enclosed heated pool.
Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com.

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks
and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

THUMBPRINT NEWS IS NOW HIRING!
We are looking to fill an Advertising Sales
Position. Both part and full-time available,
as well as hourly and commission-based.
Experience in the field of sales is highly
desirable. To learn more and apply visit
ThumbPrintNews.com.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Wanted to Buy
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp.
All 7 days.
Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

By Stan Popovich, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
Do you know a friend or loved one who suffers from fear, anxiety and depression and
do not know what to do? It can be frustrating to watch someone you know suffer and not
be able to help them.
Here are six ways to help the person cope in these kinds of situations and the best
way to deal with anxiety.

1. Learn as much as you can in managing anxiety and depression: There are
many books and information that will educate you on how to deal with fear and
anxiety. Share this information with the person who is struggling with their mental
health issues.
2. Be understanding and patient with the person struggling with their fears:
Dealing with depression and anxiety can be difficult for the person, so do not add
more problems than what is already there. Do not get into arguments with the
person who is having a difficult time with their anxieties.
3. Talk to the person instead of talking at them: It is important not to lecture the
person who is struggling with anxiety and depression. Talk to the person about
their issues without being rude. Most people will listen if you approach them in a
proper manner.
4. Get Help: Seek help from a professional who can help your friend or relative with
their mental health struggles. A counselor can give you advice and ideas on how
to overcome anxiety, fear and depression. Getting help from a professional is the
number one priority in helping your loved one deal with fear and anxiety. Joining
a local mental health support group can also be helpful. Talk to your doctor to get
more information about potential groups in your area.
5. Talk to the person on what will happen if they do not get help: Another way
to convince the person who is struggling with fear and depression is to tell them
what may happen if they don’t get some assistance. Anxiety and depression can
make things worse and usually it won’t go away by itself without some kind of
treatment.
6. Find Out The Reasons Why The Person Won’t Get Help: Address the issues
on why the person will not get the necessary help. Many people who are struggling
are fearful and frustrated. Try to find out the reasons why he or she won’t
get the help they need and then try to find ways that will overcome
their resistance of seeking assistance.
Stan Popovich is the author of A Layman’s Guide to Managing Fear.
For more information about Stan and to get some more free mental
health advice, please visit Stan’s website at www.managingfear.com.

MADGE & WALDO

with Mrs. Wedbetter

Recently retired couple
(early 60's). Mrs. Wedbetter,
single lady about 15 years
older than Madge and
Waldo. She is constantly
competing with Waldo and
almost always gets the
best of him.
By Larry Rann,
Cartoonist from
St. Clair, Michigan
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MT. CLEMENS

Continued from Page 7

1893 artist depiction of the Clinton River

from 1818 to 1836 and a
trustee for the University
of Michigan in 1821.
On January 26, 1837,
which is the same day
that Michigan officially
became a state, Mount
Clemens was incorporated as a
village. Christian had become so
well-known by this time that in
1831, it is said that Governor Mason
requested Christian’s blessing for
the Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal,
which went bankrupt once it began
a few years later.
Christian Clemens passed away
on August 25, 1844, and he was
buried on the property he donated
Postcard of Clemens park
to the village for a cemetery. His wife
Elizabeth was buried next to Christian and
in the late 1800s, a monument was erected
in the Clemens’ honor near where they were
laid to rest – in 1879, Mount Clemens was
recognized as a
city with more than
3,000
residents.
Today, only two
graves are present
in
the
town’s
original cemetery,
which is that of its
founders, Mr. and
Mrs. Clemens, on
land that is now
known as Clemens Article unveiling Clemens’ monument
Park. While a new courthouse was eventually constructed
for the city throughout the 1930s and ’40s, the old
courthouse continues to serve Mount Clemens in the very
Postcard of Clemens
monument
spot Christian built the original building in 1818.
This feature article is sponsored by Foxfire Fixin’s Restaurant, located at 7200 River Rd. in Marine
City, Michigan. Foxfire Fixin’s serves delicious, house-made foods for breakfast, lunch and dinner,
seven days a week and is fast becoming a destination restaurant. For more information call
(810) 765-Y’ALL or visit www.foxfirefixins.com. See ads on pages 10 and 21 of this issue.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

Regard heaven as your father,
earth as your mother, and all
things as your brothers and sisters.
Native American Proverb
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Hearty dishes for cold, dreary days
O
FAMILY FEATURES

n crisp winter days when the wind blows cold, warming up from the inside-out with
hearty comfort foods can feel like a worthy solution. From chili to cornbread to
dumplings, flavorful and filling foods prepared without an overload of ingredients certainly
can provide a feel-good boost on chilly evenings.
Chili, a classic wintertime favorite, can be taken to the next level with a few tasty additions.
Make a spicy version by mixing in bacon, sweet potatoes and a chopped jalapeno pepper for
a quick warm-up. A simple and somewhat sweet spin on a classic, comforting side, HoneyPumpkin Cornbread pairs well with the slightly spicy chili. If you’re really looking to put the
comfort in a comforting main course, this Skillet Chicken and Dumplings recipe takes less
than an hour to create.
To make these heart-warming recipes stand out from a crowd, Circulon Symmetry
Chocolate Cookware provides dishwasher-safe, premium nonstick cookware for easy cleanup
and food release that slides right off.
Find more information and
comforting family-favorite
recipes at circulon.com.

Sweet Potato and Black Bean Chili
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 60 minutes
Servings: 6

		 Circulon Symmetry Chocolate
			5.5-Qt. Casserole
6 slices thick-cut smoked bacon,
		 chopped
1 lb. sweet potatoes, peeled and
		 diced into 3/4-in. pieces
2 med. onions, chopped
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and finely
		 chopped
5 garlic cloves, minced
2 tbsp. chili powder
2 tsp. ground cumin
1/2 tsp. dried oregano
1/4 tsp. ground chipotle pepper
2 c. chicken broth
1 can (14 1/2 oz.) no-salt-added
		 fire-roasted diced tomatoes
1 can (15 oz.) no-salt-added
		 black beans
1/2 c. quick-cooking barley
1/2 tsp. salt

Heat casserole over medium heat. Add
bacon and cook until browned and crisp,
about 7-8 minutes. Using slotted spoon,
transfer bacon to paper towel-covered plate.
Reduce bacon fat in casserole to 2
tablespoons and return to stove over
medium-high
heat.
Add
sweet
potatoes, onions and jalapeno pepper;
cook,
stirring
occasionally,
until
onion is slightly softened, about
5 minutes.
Add garlic and cook 1 minute. Stir in
chili powder, cumin, oregano and ground
chipotle; cook until fragrant, 15 seconds.
Pour in broth, tomatoes, beans and barley;
reduce heat to medium-low, cover and simmer
until sweet potatoes are tender and barley is
cooked through, about 20 minutes. Remove
from heat and stir in bacon and salt; let stand
15 minutes before serving.

Honey-Pumpkin Cornbread
Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 12-16
		
1 1/2
1 1/4
3
1 1/2
1/4
1/2
1
2
5
4
1/3
1

Circulon Nonstick 9-In. Square Baking Pan
c. all-purpose flour
c. yellow cornmeal
tbsp. sugar
tsp. baking powder
tsp. baking soda
tsp. sea salt
c. canned pumpkin puree
lg. eggs, at room temperature
tbsp. unsalted butter, melted
tbsp. honey
c. buttermilk
tbsp. grated orange zest

Heat oven to 400℉. Lightly butter baking pan.
In bowl, combine flour, cornmeal, sugar, baking powder,
baking soda and salt.
In separate bowl, whisk pumpkin puree, eggs, butter,
honey, buttermilk and orange zest. Stir flour mixture into
pumpkin mixture until moistened; transfer to prepared
baking pan.
Bake until cornbread pulls away from sides of pan and
toothpick inserted into center comes out clean, 20-22
minutes. Cool in pan 5 minutes. Remove from pan and
cool on wire rack at least 10 minutes before cutting.

Skillet Chicken and Dumplings

Prep time: 30 minutes Cook time: 40 minutes Servings: 8
		 Circulon Symmetry
In saucepan, bring chicken stock
		 Chocolate 3.5-Qt 		
to boil.
		 Saucepan
In essentials pan, saute onions,
3 containers (32 oz. ea.)
carrots
and broccoli with butter.
		 low-sodium chicken stock
Add olive oil as needed if pan
		 Circulon Symmetry
looks dry. Cook until onions
		 Chocolate 12-In. 		
		 Essentials Pan
are translucent and carrots are
2 med. onions, diced
beginning to soften.
4 carrots, peeled and sliced
Add chopped chicken, bay
		 into 1-in. rounds
leaves, oregano, basil, thyme, garlic,
1 head broccoli, chopped
salt, pepper and hot chicken stock
2 tbsp. butter
to skillet. Simmer 20-30 minutes
2 tbsp. olive oil
until vegetables are softened.
2-3 c. chopped chicken
Adjust seasoning, as necessary.
2 bay leaves
Whisk
cornstarch
into
1/2 tsp. dried oregano
1/2 tsp. dried basil
half-and-half until smooth.
1/2 tsp. dried thyme
Whisk into soup and simmer
1 tsp. powdered garlic
5 minutes, until slightly thickened.
1/2 tsp. salt
To make Dumplings: In medium
1/4 tsp. pepper
bowl,
mix flour, baking powder,
1/2 c. half-and-half
salt and half-and-half. Swirl soup
2 tbsp. cornstarch
Dumplings:
1 1/2 c. whole-wheat or
		 all-purpose flour
2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 c. half-and-half
Garnish:
		 fresh grated Parmesan
		 fresh black pepper

with wooden spoon and add
heaping tablespoons into center of
soup at strong simmer. Continue
adding until all dumpling batter is
used. Cover with lid and cook on
high 2-3 minutes.
Serve topped with grated
Parmesan and fresh cracked
pepper.
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If you have an event in April that you would like listed in the April issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by March 12, 2020. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted
earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

Burton – March 21
50th Inspired – Maple Syrup
Festival, For-Mar Nature Preserve

and Arboretum, 2142 N. Genesee
Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. You are
going to FLIP over the addition to this
year’s Maple Syrup Festival! We have
invited Chris Cakes of Michigan, the
Pancake Flipping Expert and Guinness
World Record Title Holder, to join us
for a pancake FEAST! The pancakeflipping demo and eating lasts 30
minutes. Sign up to participate at one
of the following times: 11:00 a.m.,
11:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 12:30 p.m.,
1:00 p.m. or 1:30 p.m. Taste test fresh
For-Mar syrup and try your hand at
catching flying pancakes and eating
them too! Please make sure you are
at the Visitors Center location at your
designated time. Cost: $8 per person.
Pre-registration is required by March
20, 2020. For more information visit
geneseecountyparks.org/events/50thinspired-maple-syrup-festival.

LAPEER

Flint – March 20 – 22
43rd Annual Flint RV and
Camping Show, Dort Federal Credit
Union Event Center, 3501 Lapeer Rd.,
Friday 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.,
Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. and
Sunday 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Two
arenas with over 80 RVs! Including
folding camping trailers, travel trailers,
toy haulers and fifth wheel travel
trailers ranging in price from $6,995
to more than $100,000. Exhibitors
featuring campground information,
on-site RV financing and RV rentals
make this the complete RV show
experience. Adult admission (ages
13 and over) is $7; senior admission
(ages 55 and over) is $6 and children
12 and under get in free. Parking is
free! For more information visit
www.bit.ly/FlintRVandCamping.

MACOMB

Richmond – All of March
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive. Will

support Wings of Harbor, a transitional
living program that provides shelter
for homeless, or potentially homeless
youth, between the ages of 16 and 20.
Make a difference today by donating.
Call (810) 392-5136 for a drop-off point
or pick-up service for a large donation.

Richmond – March 3
Women's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
For more information call Kathleen
at (586) 872-3867.

Memphis – March 7
Fish Fry, American Legion 566/

Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Serving 9
oz. of cod, with steak fries, baked
potatoes, homemade mac and cheese,
vegetables, salads and homemade
desserts. $10 adults, $5 for children
4 – 12. Canned pop $1, beer and wine
$2 donation. Proceeds to update the
Legion Hall. For more information call
Mary at (586) 291-7029.

Richmond – March 13, 14,
15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 & 29
Clue, The Musical, Richmond

Community Theatre, 69619
Parker St., Saturdays at 8:00 p.m.
and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. Admission
price $20 for adults and $15 for
seniors/students. For more
information call (586) 727-9518.

Memphis – March 22
St. Pat’s Polka Party, American

Legion 566/ Scribner Hall, 34330
Boardman Rd., 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
$12 includes brew, snacks and music
by Ted Pavlik and Melody Makers. For
more information call (385) 453-4966 or
(810) 364-7575.

Richmond – March 23 & 24
Auditions for RCT's Cheaper by
the Dozen, Richmond Community

Theatre, 69619 Parker St., 7:00 p.m.
Performances will be May 22, 23,
24, 29, 30 and 31. For more
information call (586) 727-9518,
visit RichmondTheatre.com or email
ArtisticDirector@RichmondTheatre.com.

OAKLAND

Oxford – March 28
Gun Show, American Legion Post

108 and Amvets, 130 East Drahner Rd.,
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Six-foot tables
are $20. $5 admission; under 12 free.
All laws obeyed and posted. 65 tables.
For more information call
Jim at (248) 693-2444 or email
horsetrader@netzero.com.

ST. CLAIR

Port Huron – March 1 – 17
United Way of St. Clair County’s
Annual St. Patrick Day Raffle
and Breakfast. Tickets are $2
each and are on sale in the UWSCC
office, 1723 Military St., Monday –
Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
The drawing will be held at 9:30 a.m.
during the UWSCC St. Patrick’s Day
Breakfast on Tuesday, March 17, at
Freighters Eatery and Taproom, 800
Harker St. Prizes will include a Marine
City Getaway Package, a Port Huron
Getaway Package, a handmade
quilt with stand, a foursome golf
extravaganza, an Irish gift basket,
Four Detroit Red Wings tickets and
$100 in lottery tickets. For more
information contact Douglas A. Dolph
at (810) 985-8169 ext. 127.

Capac – March
2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Tech Take-Apart, Capac Library,
111 N. Main, 3:30 p.m. Have you
ever wondered what goes on inside
computers and other gadgets? Join
us as we take them apart and look
at what is inside. A waiver must be

signed by parent or guardian before
the first class. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Memphis – March 2 – 31
March is Reading Month Teen
Bingo, Memphis Library, 34830

Potter St. Teens, join us in a Reading
Bingo during the month of March.
Come in, grab a bingo sheet and win
a prize from reading a bingo. For more
information call (810) 392-2980.

Port Huron – March 3
A Matter of Balance, Lake Huron

Medical Center, 2601 Electric Avenue,
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. This is the first
of eight consecutive classes meeting
every week on Tuesdays. The program
is free to attend. Please plan to attend
all eight sessions. Are you interested in
improving your balance, flexibility and
strength? If so, join us for an eightweek program designed to manage
falls and increase activity level. For
more information or to register call
(810) 216-1035.

Yale – March 3
Color Me Happy, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 3:00 p.m. Relax and
wind down with color therapy. Drop
by the library and get creative with
crayons, paints and pencils. Decorate
a craft, card or a good old-fashioned
coloring page. Spark your creativity
while actively reducing your stress.
Registration is requested, but not
required, by calling (810) 387-2940.

Lakeport – March 4
The Lost Car Companies of
Detroit, Burtchville Township Library,
7093 2nd St., 1:00 p.m. Presented by
Alan Naldrett. For more information
email alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

Marysville – March 5
Courtship and Nesting Behavior
of Birds, Marysville Library, 1175

Delaware, 6:00 p.m. Let’s take a
closer look at your backyard birds and
discuss how they pick a mate and raise
their young. We’ll also review their
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reproductive process and the differing
development of newly-hatched chicks.
We’ll answer some frequently asked
questions: Why are the birds singing
so early in the morning? Why did they
build a nest so close to my house? For
more information call (810) 364-9493.

out. Carry outs available. Suggested
donation $12. For more information
visit our Facebook page at
facebook.com/KofC8710.

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Drive.,
during library hours. The sale will
include hardcover and paperback
books, CDs, DVDs and audio books.
All proceeds support library projects
and programs. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Port Huron – March
5, 12, 19 & 26
Healthy Eating with Carol Bublitz
from MSU Extension, Port Huron

Library, 1175 Delaware Ave.,
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Donations
are accepted for the library. Preregistration is appreciated by email to
grannyfran21@sbcglobal.net.

beginning of 10 sessions running on
Mondays for 10 consecutive weeks
and is a support group for those who
have lost a spouse through death.
Payment is a one time fee of $30
for attendance and material. It is
for processing grief in a supportive
environment. To register or for more
information call the Counseling Center
at (810) 984-5575.

Fort Gratiot – March 14
Men’s Breakfast, Lakeshore

Center, 1211 Griswold St., 5:30 p.m. –
8:30 p.m. Do you desire to help teens
and young moms with pregnancy or
parenting education? There are a
variety of volunteer jobs, including
boutique, office, mentoring, etc.
Call Donna at (810)985-6328 for
more information or email her at
Donna@bluewaterbabies.org.

Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 1:30 p.m.
March is National Nutrition Month.
Join Carol as she demonstrates how
to eat right with samples and tips. For
more information call (810) 987-7323
ext. 2500.

Casco – March 6, 13, 20, 27,
April 3 & 10
All-You-Can-Eat Friday Fish Fry,
Perch Point Conservation Club,
7930 Meisner Rd., doors open 4:00
p.m., dinner served 5:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m. Join us every Friday during
lent (February 28 – April 10, 2020)
for all you can eat: pollock, (chicken
nuggets available for children), choice
of French fries or potato (while they
last), coleslaw, salad, roll and dessert.
Adults $11. Cash bar. For more
information call (810) 523-8115 or
(586) 484-9175.

Fair Haven – March 6
Family Story Time, Ira Township

Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 3:30 p.m.
Stories, music and crafts for children
ages 0 – 5 and their caregivers. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

Kimball – March 6
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek American

Legion Post 525, 7150 Smiths Creek
Rd., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Held the
first Friday of every month, including
holidays. $8 for adults, $3 for children
under 10. Includes fish (deep-fried),
dry batter or beer batter, or baked
(no batter), baked potato, coleslaw,
tossed salad, dinner roll, water, coffee
and a piece of cake for dessert.
Pop also available for $1 a can.
For more information email John
at hayman11@comcast.net.

Yale – March 6 & 20
Knights of Columbus Council
8710 Friday Fish Fry Dinners, Fr.
Dunn Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 310
N. Main St., noon – 1:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. or until sold

Marysville – March 7
St. Clair County Genealogy
and History Society, Marysville

St. Clair – March 7
Euchre Tournament & FUN,

St. Clair Masonic Temple, 1800 St.
Clair Hwy., doors open at 1:00 p.m.,
playing begins at 1:30 p.m. This event
is hosted by Cornell Marysville Chapter
#93. Public is welcome! Admission
$10 per person, door prizes and 50/50
drawing. Refreshments are provided.
For more details call Diane at
(586) 337-2129.

Fort Gratiot – March 8
The Mercy Trio, Lakeshore

Presbyterian Church, 5235 Lakeshore
Rd., 6:00 p.m. Promoting Southern
Gospel music and Christian unity.
Sponsored by the Lakeshore
Presbyterian Church and Tom and
Barbara Drake. For more information
visit lakeshoressoutherngospel.com.

Smiths Creek – March 8
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Masonic

Lodge #491, 8:00 a.m. – noon. 2nd
Sunday of every month. $7 for adults.
Includes pancakes, French toast,
eggs, bacon, toast, potatoes, orange
juice, coffee and white or chocolate
milk. For more information email John
at hayman11@comcast.net.

Kimball – March 9
Paws to Read to Annie, Kimball

Township Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd.,
3:30 p.m. Meet Annie, a calm, snuggly
golden retriever who loves to listen
to stories. Reading to a therapy dog
helps kids feel more comfortable
and confident about reading. Bring
your own book or pick one out
here. Designed for kids of all ages.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 982-9171.

Port Huron – March 9
Widowed Care, Colonial Woods

Missionary Church, 3240 Pine Grove
Ave., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. This is the

Celebrity

Presbyterian Church, 5235 Lakeshore
Rd., 9:00 a.m. Guest speaker will
be George Haynes of the Pilot
Association. For more information
call Susan at (810) 404-2275.

Port Huron – March 14
Pub Crawl, Games and Live
Music, Tio Gordo’s Cocina, 321

Huron Ave., 11:00 a.m. – 11:00
p.m. Great food as well. For more
information call (810) 990-8156.

Marine City – March 16
Creative Cards, Marine City Library,
300 S. Parker, 6:00 p.m. Join local
hobbyist Adele as she helps us create
our own greeting cards. Sponsored
by Friends of the Marine City Library.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 765-5233.

Port Huron – March 20 & 21
The Lion King Jr., SC4 Fine Arts

Theater, 323 Erie St., 7:00 p.m. on
March 20 and noon and 3:00 p.m.
on March 21. Presented by the Fine
Arts Department of New Life Christian
Academy in association with Riverbank
Youth Theatre. The show is presented
through special arrangement with MTI.
All tickets are $10 and are available at
the New Life Christian Academy, 5517
Griswold Rd., Kimball, on the website:
nlcascshool.com, or by calling
(810) 367-3770, ext. 100.

St. Clair – March 21
Do-It-Yourself Bath Bombs,

St. Clair Library, 310 S. Second St.,
1:00 p.m. Learn how to make bath
bombs at home. Everyone leaves
with at least two bath bombs.
All supplies provided. Ages 13 and up
are welcome. Registration is required
by calling (810) 329-3951.

Algonac – March 26 – 28
Friends of the Algonac-Clay
Library Book Sale, Algonac-Clay

Port Huron – March 26
Volunteer Training for Blue
Water Babies, Spero Pregnancy

Algonac – March 29
Know Your Ships Program,

Algonac Historical Maritime Museum,
1117 St. Clair River Dr., 3:00 p.m.
(Doors open at 2:00 p.m.) Presented
by Roger LeLiever. New topic is
“Great Lakes Passenger Ships Then
and Now”. Launch Party for 2020
edition. $5 donation to Museum.
Books will be on sale at a $5 discount.
For more information email Paula at
paulaburgess@comcast.net.

SANILAC

Sandusky – March 14
Thumb Dance Club, St. Patrick's
Day, Maple Valley School. 138 Maple

Valley Street, 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
(with a meal break at 8:30 p.m.) Corned
beef and cabbage will be served. We
are all Irish today! Wear green and
enjoy familiar Irish music, as well as a
variety of beloved tunes by none other
than January and Dave. There will
be dancing all evening (including line
dancing) and may even be a couple
of square dances. Cost is $7 and new
attendees are asked to bring a snack to
share. For more information call Nancy
at (586) 663-5306.

Sandusky – March 28
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Entertainment by
the Fabulous Lizards. Monthly birthday
cake will be served. Everyone is
welcome. Cost is $7 and new attendees
are asked to bring a snack to share.
For more information call Nancy at
(586) 663-5306.

Autograph Donations
Submitted by: Lyle Henning,
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Lapeer County MSU Extension 4-H

In preparing for its Friday, April 17, 2020, annual Celebrity Autographed Items Auction, the Lapeer County 4-H Youth Program is
seeking donations from the public of autographs of famous people.
Autographs can be of all types of well-known people on any type of item, for example autographs on books, sports stars on balls, movie
stars on photographs. With questions or to make a donation, call the Lapeer County MSU Extension office at (810) 667-0341 or email
msue.lapeer@county.msu.edu.
Anyone interested in attending this autographs auction can contact 4-H to be put on a mailing list for event details.
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Ask about extra fees for e-filing state, federal and local returns, as well as fees
for any unexpected complications.
•

TAX TIME PREP

Melanie Duquesnel

It’s that time of year again. Tax season is in full swing and April 15th is right around
the corner. While that may seem like a reasonable amount of time to prepare, it’s so
important to prepare now, rather than procrastinating. When it comes to filing taxes,
it’s important to be as accurate as possible. That means gathering all the appropriate tax
documents, and the sooner the better. By filing your taxes early, you can avoid stress
from last minute rushing and have time to deal with any issues that may arise.

YOU HAVE A FEW OPTIONS WHEN IT COMES TO FILING TAXES:
•

File your taxes manually.

•

There is also a plethora of online programs you can use. Using tax preparation
software or electronic filing cuts down on errors in your application compared
to manual filing.

•

Hire a licensed tax preparer.

If you decide to go the tax preparer route, it’s important to do your research and find
a credible tax professional in your area.
Multiple Metro Detroit residents reported to BBB that a woman had offered tax
preparation services in 2018 for only $50. This individual had gone door-to-door in the
consumers’ apartment building. Once their taxes were filed, the consumers received no
paperwork, just a personal check from the woman. Upon further investigation, it was
determined that she had received their refund via direct deposit and failed to give them
between $100-300 of their refund. Despite choosing not to file with this individual
in 2019, she filed upon their behalf. This individual claimed to work for credible
companies in the Detroit area, but upon further investigation, it was determined that
she was not affiliated with those companies. It is very important to not only check the
tax preparer’s credentials, but we can’t stress enough how vital it is to have everything
in writing so there are no surprises down the road.

BBB OFFERS THE FOLLOWING REMINDERS TO HELP MAKE YOUR
TAX PREPARATION AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE.
•

Review the tax preparer’s credentials. Enrolled Agents (EAs), Certified
Public Accountants (CPAs) and tax attorneys are all qualified to represent their
clients to the IRS on all matters. Other preparers can help you with forms and
basic matters, but cannot represent you in case of an audit. Don’t be afraid to ask
about these or other qualifications before you hire someone.

•

Be wary of spectacular promises. If a tax preparer promises you larger refunds
than the competition, this is a red flag. Many such tax preparers base their fees
on the amount of your return and may be likely to use shady tax preparation
tactics. In addition, it’s wise to avoid tax preparers who offer “refund anticipation
loans”, as you’ll probably lose a large percentage of your return to commission
fees.

•

Get referrals from friends and family. One of the best ways to find a
trustworthy tax preparer is to ask your loved ones for recommendations. Once
you have a few options, check BBB.org, paying careful attention to other
consumers’ reviews or complaint details. This will give you a clear view about
what you can expect.

•

Think about availability. If the IRS finds errors in your tax forms or decides
to perform an audit, will your tax preparer be available to help you with the
details? Find out whether you can contact the tax preparer all year long or only
during tax season.

•

Ask about fees ahead of time. Before you agree to any services, read contracts
carefully and understand how much the tax preparer charges for their services.

If things don’t add up, find someone else. If a tax preparer can’t verify their
credentials, has a record of bad reviews from previous clients, or their business
practices don’t seem convincing, don’t do business with them. Keep in mind that
if you hire them, this individual will handle your sensitive personal information
– information you need to keep safe from corrupt or fraudulent tax preparers.

Need help finding a credible, ethical tax preparer? Visit bbb.org or call
(866) 788-5706. We are here to help.
Editor ’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting
www.bbb.org.

TO OTHL

ES S and S MILING

By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

My friend, who spends a lot of time throughout her week with the elderly, the widows,
the sick and the lonely, often shares little snippets of the cutest stories with me. Her
enjoyment of the time she spends with people is such a gift to her, and I'm the lucky
recipient of some of the wisdom she passes along from her friends to me! Some of it is
gleaned from spending time with those who are bitter at the end of their lives, but often
it is from those who are cheerful at heart, even when their life seems to be coming close
to the end.
A while back, she shared a story with me that I have told and retold, and retold again.
The reason I've retold it is because I so hope to have the attitude of the 94-year-old
woman who belongs to the story!
They were sharing lunch together at the nursing home when this sweet 94-year-old
woman bit into a little red apple, and both of her front teeth broke right off!
My friend gasped, and said that she expected her to be disgusted thinking about an
emergency dental appointment and a bill to follow that. I mean, come on – what an
inconvenience! Certainly that would have been my or your response to both front teeth
breaking off, right?
But no...not Beverly.
This cheerful, young, 94-year-old woman's response was, "Well! Those front teeth of
mine certainly lasted a long time!", followed by a good long laugh as she finished the
rest of her meal.
I've come to believe we really do have a choice when it comes to our attitude, and who
we surround ourselves with helps to feed it, one way or the other. I want to be cheerful
and able to laugh at myself when I'm 94 with broken teeth, wrinkles, white hair and a
failing memory.
Don't you? Toothless and still smiling!
"A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones."
– Proverbs 17:22
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in Advertising with Us?
ADVERTISING Interested
ThumbPrint News has great rates for monthly advertising,

NOW HIRING SALES ASSOCIATES
SALES EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

set with the small to medium business owner in mind.

Office is based in southern St. Clair County

• Issued in Six Counties
• Extended Shelf Life
• Nearly 1,000 Drop Locations • No Additional Charge for Color
• Appealing, Positive Content • Current and Past Issues Free Online
• Free Graphic Design* FOR MORE INFO CALL 810-794-2300

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to
be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! For
the new year, we will draw one lucky winner on December 13, 2020, out of all
our monthly winners.
For our February contest, we asked our readers to identify what the
item to the left is and for what it is used. Of all of those submitting the
correct answer, Ann Trumble was randomly chosen and will be entered
into the year-end drawing. Ann identified the object as an antique shoe
buttonhook.
According to the ButtonHookSociety.com:
The Victorian love of innovation led to the production of a great
variety of tools and gadgets designed to make life simpler and to
highlight the sophistication and refinement of the owner. One of

these tools was the buttonhook. Although almost unknown now, back in the
1890s it was a common household tool. The earliest known reference to the
buttonhook was in 1611:
“Boutonneur: A Buttoner; or an instrument wherewith buttons are pulled
through their o'er-strait holes.”
Buttonhooks came in a variety of designs. One common design was a handle
similar in shape to a knife handle into which a steel hook on a long slender
shaft was inserted. To use the implement on a shoe, one firmly grasped
the handle, and then inserted the steel hook through the eyelet, grasping
the button and pulling it through. Unfortunately, aggressive use of the
buttonhook often did more harm than good as it could tear the buttonhole
or pull out the button. Not only were the shoes and
garments damaged, sometimes a straightened out or
distorted hook on a buttonhook indicates that the tool
was subject to rough or repeated use.
For our March contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the item pictured to the right is and for
what it is used. Go to www.thumbprintnews.com if you
know the answer.
GOOD LUCK!

We are seeking motivated, competitive, and hard-working individuals
who are extremely career-oriented and driven by success!
TO LEARN MORE AND APPLY VISIT WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM

*some restrictions apply
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Any Size

98

each

Queen
Foam Set

398
reg. $899

Queen Plush
Mattress

998
reg. $2099

Queen
Mattress

2199

March 2020

PLUS
A FREE

$300
Sold in sets only

Twin Set ............................ $298
Full Set .............................. $348
King Set ............................ $798

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

Queen Box Spring ............ $300
Queen Up Base ................ $899

VISA GIFT
CARD

