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Resque = Wagging Tails and Sloppy Kisses
of Sharon Gorski, K9 Resque’s
President. The organization is run
by a small group of volunteers
with big hearts who are willing to
do whatever it takes to rescue the
dogs and to rehabilitate them. Once
rehabilitated, the group searches
out the best loving homes they can
find for each. (K9 Resque is a 501c3
organization so all donations given
to them go directly for expenses
incurred to take care of the rescued
animals.)
None of the rescue dogs are kept
in outside kennels, but are rather
housed in the volunteers’ homes.
According to Sharon, “Our motto is
to treat them as part of the family.”
The dogs have come to K9 Resque
in many ways and from many places
across the state of Michigan, from
Canada, and even from other states.
Some have come from puppy mills,

By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Eddy was extremely skinny
when he arrived in Michigan from
Louisiana after barely surviving
hurricane Gustav. Reese was
mourning his only friend, an older
gentleman, who had passed away
and left him all alone. JoJo had
been neglected and abused and
needed eye surgery badly. Zeke
was often shunned by people
because of his deformed leg. What
do Eddy, Reese, JoJo and Zeke
all have in common? They are
dogs. But, they also had guardian
angels who plucked them from
the sad circumstances they found
themselves in and brought them to
K9 Resque in St. Clair, Michigan.
K9 Resque is an all breed dog
rescue that has been in operation
for three years under the direction

Sugar gives hugs to her new owner!

some from shelters, and some from
disaster stricken areas. K9 Resque
is not paid in any way to accept
the animals. As Sharon says, “The
wagging tails and sloppy kisses are
our only way of payment for all of
our hard work.” Although based in
St. Clair, foster homes range from
See CANINE RESQUE, Page 12

Spotlight on a Small Town – Emmett
ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES IN
Ad sizes and prices vary. Contact
(810) 794-2300 and see how we can help
you be seen throughout your community.
Check out our classified section on
pages 24 and 25. If you want your ad to
get attention, contact ThumbPrint News.

(810) 794-2300

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Emmett is a small agricultural
village in the central part of St. Clair
County just north of Interstate 69
located within Emmett Township.
The population today of the village
itself is just under 300 people. Many
of the residents of this village have
Irish heritage, most of which can trace
family members back to Ireland.
According to Seamus and Eileen
Metress, authors of the book Irish
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in Michigan, the Irish immigrants
first came to the Great Lakes
Region by way of the Ohio River
and Appalachian passes, spreading
northward into the expanding
frontier. Following the War of 1812,
frontier military garrisons had a high
representation of Irish soldiers. Many
subsequently moved into what is
now the Detroit metropolitan area
as well as to farming communities
throughout Michigan.
One of those agricultural areas that

By Ralph McKinch

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
0%
INTEREST

special

Reg. $399

•ANY 1 HOUR MASSAGE
Choose from 3
•CHEMICAL PEEL OR FACIAL
•LED PHOTO THERAPY
•DIGITAL SKIN ANALYSIS
•HAIRCUT/STYLE
•COMPLIMENTARY INTRODUCTION
TO MEDITATION, YOGA
•SAMPLE OF SKIN CARE PRODUCTS

COMPLIMENTARY HORS D’OEUVRES & SPARKLING JUICE

For 12 Months!
Limited Time Offer

CHESTERFIELD

www.agelessspamedica.com

See Emmett, Page 14

Beauty Augmentations.

Dr. B.J. Shah trains with
Matlock as seen on

Actual Client
After Our
Smartlipo MPX

TAKE OFF WHAT DIETING WON’T
New State-of-the-Art Smartlipo MPX Minimally Invasive
LaserBody Sculpting and Surgical Liposuction

33103 23 Mile Rd.

Actual Client After
Our Radio Frequency
Treatment!
$

WARREN
586-574-2191

NEW Non-Surgical
Technology!

586-330-8010
Dr. B.J. Shah

Main Street in Emmett, early 1900s.

attracted many Irish immigrants was
the area containing the townships of
Emmett, Kenockee, Riley and Wales.
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly publication
provided free to our readers and is
distributed to prime locations throughout
the Thumb area. We encourage our readers
to support the advertisers who made this
issue possible. Tell them you saw their ad in
ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible or
liable for opinions and/or ideas expressed
by columnists or guest writers, or articles
not written by our staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News at
your home, send us $2.00 for shipping and
handling and we’ll mail a copy to you. Or check
our Web site for drop locations in your area.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
ThumbPrint News is YOUR
newspaper. Because it is, we
need your help.
Many of you belong to clubs
and organizations, are members
of different area churches,
are involved in community
events, work in schools,
libraries or community offices
or volunteer with various nonprofit organizations. You are the
backbone of your community.
ThumbPrint News needs your
help in also being its voice and
its advocate.
Each month we print a calendar
of events for each of the counties
the newspaper covers, which
are St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland,
Sanilac, Genesee, Huron,
Tuscola and Lapeer. We need
your submissions, which we will
print free of charge. Email them
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net
by the tenth of the month prior
to the month that the event will
occur. ThumbPrint News is being
read by over 50,000 people each
month. Just imagine how you can
generate more interest in your
event and bring more people into
your community by having it
highlighted in ThumbPrint News.

We also welcome your
suggestions for future articles.
Tell us about people, places or
businesses in your community
that are unique and that would
make a great story. Send us
your photos. We are always
looking, too, for information
about the history of our fabulous
Thumb communities. (If you
are a member of a historical
society, please contact us about
submitting a monthly article.)
Or, perhaps, you have a great
idea for an article and want to
write it yourself. Submit it to us
for consideration for publication.
Let us know what you like
about ThumbPrint News and
what you would like to see
changed.
Did you know that we have
one of the most unique ways
of all newspapers in helping to
promote your business? Advertise
with ThumbPrint News for three
months and we will do a feature
story on your business (subject
to certain guidelines) that will
double your advertising dollars
and create that human interest
factor that will drive customers
to your door. ThumbPrint News

35611 Green Street • New Baltimore
(23 Mile Road Just North of Jefferson)

wants you to continue to succeed.
Successful businesses help our
communities to prosper.
If you have a business
location and would like to be a
drop location for newspapers
each month, give us a call. We
publish our drop locations on our
website, www.thumbprintnews.
com, and our readers are asking
constantly where they can pick
up a copy if they do not receive
it at their homes. When a person
walks through your doors for
the newspaper, you have already
accomplished the hardest part
of gaining a new customer,
getting him or her inside! Let us
partner with you for your success
– become a drop location by
calling (810) 794 2300 today.
ThumbPrint News began with
the philosophy that we would be
an “imprint of places and people
at work and play in the Thumb
of Michigan” and we have had a
good start. However, we want to
continue well into the future and
are asking for you to join with
us in making ThumbPrint News
truly YOUR own newspaper.

DIANE KODET
Editor, ThumbPrint News

CARRYOUT SPECIAL

LUNCH SPECIAL

DINNER SPECIAL

Your Entire Bill

Your Entire Bill

Your Food Bill

586.716.9977

Kitchen Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12pm-9pm

Real
Pit-Smoked
BBQ

Full Bar
50˝
HDTVs

With Coupon.
Not Valid With Any
Other Offers.
Expires 3/31/10

Every Day Until 3pm Mon.-Thurs. Only.
With Coupon.
With Coupon.
Not Valid on Holidays. Not Valid on Holidays.
Not Valid With Any Not Valid With Any
Other Offers.
Other Offers.
Expires 3/31/10
Expires 3/31/10
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Black River Paranormal Hunts for Thumb Area Ghosts
By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Brothers Andy and Jim Anderson
had their first paranormal experiences
as children. These early encounters
spurred an interest in reading books
on the paranormal throughout their
teen years. Two years ago, as adults,
their hobby compelled them to found
Black River Paranormal, a ghost
hunting team. Both brothers have
other jobs that keep them from ghost
hunting full time, but they are so
passionate about what they do that
they hope someday to make it their
full-time occupation.
Andy contacted ThumbPrint News
about us doing an article highlighting
their unique hobby. On the day of
the interview, Andy arrived with
two other team members who have
more recently become a part of
Black River Paranormal. The first,
Richard Elliott, is now one of the
investigators and also helps out as
a historian and photographer. The
second, Debi Chestnut, assists in
investigations, but also is the psychic
or medium who makes contact with
the spirits. In addition, Debi is a
published author. Her book, Ghosts
of Anchor Bay, is a collection of

Richard Elliott, one of the newer members of
Black River Paranormal.

twenty tales and short stories that
introduce the spirits that are said to
frequent roads, homes and cemeteries
in the Anchor Bay area.
Black River Paranormal members
are not out to prove that there are
ghosts. In fact, when they are asked
to investigate someplace that appears
to be haunted they always try to
look for logical explanations for
occurrences that have formerly been
unexplained. As Andy says, “Our
group brings scientific thinking into
our investigations. We do not consider
all places haunted – 90% of all
paranormal activity can be dismissed
through investigation of the claims.”
People who are experiencing
paranormal activity at their
residence, business or property
will often contact a group such
as Black River Paranormal. Once
contacted, the team will schedule an
investigation. They do not charge
for their services. Some of the
materials that may be used by the
team to capture proof of ghostly
entities are a digital camera, a tape
recorder, and an EMF meter.
Andy brought along photographs
taken with a digital camera that
he says show paranormal activity.
When the team is doing an
investigation and they sense that
a spirit is present, they will take a
picture with the flash setting left on.
Once developed, they may capture
orbs, streaks or auras of light that
were not visible to the naked eye.
The team will also use a tape
recorder when they are doing
investigations. Later, when listening
to the tape they will search for
EVP, which is short for Electronic
Voice Phenomena. This is unknown
sounds or voices for which there is
no logical explanation that appear on

Brothers Andy and Jim Anderson, founders of Black River Paranormal.

electronic recordings. To Black River
Paranormal and other ghost hunting
groups, these can sometimes be used
to confirm the presence of spirits.
EMF meters, short for
electromagnetic field meters,
are used in places of suspected
paranormal activity to look for a
scientific explanation of occurances
in the environment. These are the
hand held devices that paranormal
investigators on popular TV shows
such as Ghosts Hunters will be seen
walking around with inside a haunted
house while looking for ghosts.
When asked what he has to say to
people who are skeptical about the
existence of ghosts, Andy replied
that he is not out to convince anyone
one way or another but from his
own experiences he knows they
are there. Andy has invited me to
come along on a local ghost hunt
the next time there is one in the
area and I have agreed to go along
and observe them. Andy said that
in the past, persons who have come
along on a hunt have ended up
being convinced. In a future issue of

ThumbPrint News, the results of that
hunt will be discussed.
For readers interested in more
information about ghost hunting,
Black River Paranormal will be
doing a lecture about their fascinating
hobby at Algonquin Middle School
at 9185 Marsh Road in Algonac on
April 23, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. as a fund
raiser for the Algonac-Clay Library.
For ticket prices, please call the
library at (810) 794-4471.
For persons who are interested
in scheduling a paranormal
investigation of a structure or a
piece of property, go to www.
blackriverparanormal.com and fill
out an online request.
Editor’s Note: Do you or someone
you know have a unique hobby
that would make a good article
for a future edition of ThumbPrint
News? If so, please email
thumbprintnews@comcast.net
with your suggestion and contact
information.
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ABC

JUST IMAGINE a service company that could provide most of your home service
needs.
JUST IMAGINE the time you would save from trying to find someone to perform
many different services and scheduling those services.
JUST IMAGINE knowing a company that you could trust to provide many services
that are owned by that company – the work not networked out, but actually
done by that company.
JUST IMAGINE a company that would bundle and organize your services to save
you both time and money.
JUST IMAGINE a company that provides inspiration, education and training to
their employees, and is consistently successful beyond belief.
JUST IMAGINE being able to acquire many services at a low
cost.
AM
JUST IMAGINE a company that can do all that you need.
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Servicing the
Thumb of
Michigan

• Grass Cutting • Green Turf Services• Gutter Cleaning • Heating & Cooling • Landscaping • Locksmith Services • Painting & Staining

And

• Pest Control • Portable Toilets • Pond Services
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Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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• Fire/Flood Restoration • Graphic Design

Expires Feb. 28, 2010. Cannot be combined with
any other special offer.

Open 7 Days A Week!
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•Total Pest Control • Heating & Cooling • Computer Repair • Automobile Repair • Septic Tank Service • Portable
Toilet Rental • Power Washing • Painting & Staining • Cement Work • Income Tax Services • Grass Cutting • Tree &
Shrub Trimming • Ornamental Tree Services • Turf Insect & Grub Control • Pond Treatment • Lawn Fertilization • Bat
Exclusion • Animal Control • Landscaping • Gutter Cleaning • Yard Clean-ups • Window Washing • Full Floral Services
(Weddings, Funerals, Special Occasions) • Garden Parties • Graphic Design • Advertising and Promotional Services
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HOME &
COMMERCIAL
SERVICE CENTER
810-794-5678

WHAT YOU IMAGINE can become a reality with ABC
Home and Commercial Service Center. Ask about our
Golden Umbrella Plan!
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Harbor Health Home Care Helps Heal with Compassion
By Laura Irwin
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Undoubtedly there are times
when people who are ill or who are
recovering from surgery need the
care and services that only a hospital
or nursing home can provide. But
often there is just no place like
home to assist with the recovery.
Familiar surroundings and day-today activities can increase feelings
of well-being and independence.
The bridge to make that happen can
be home health care.
Harbor Health Home Care, based
out of Marine City and serving
the counties of St. Clair, Macomb
and portions of Wayne, Oakland
and Sanilac counties, has been
providing this needed service since
1996. Currently more than 200 area
children as well as adults receive
the help and care their family needs
from the 125 employees.
According to Lee Whitford, one of
the five owners, the nurses, therapists

and aides that Harbor Health hires
are extraordinary people who go
way beyond the expectations of most
of their clients. As she states, “Our
social workers and nurses have held
dinners to benefit patients in need.
Aides will stop to pick up groceries
on their own time. One of the therapists regularly takes doggie treats to
the patient’s pets. She (the therapist)
even took a patient’s dog to the
groomer and made arrangements to
fix a client’s car! These are not things
that an employee is expected to do,
but they show the special closeness
that develops between some of our
patients and our employees.”
The employees have a network of
friends, family and local charities,
such as the Lions and United Way,
who they will tap into to help
provide their clients with equipment
and supplies they may need but can
otherwise not afford, such as lift
chairs, shower chairs, etc.
The owners, in return, truly

respect their staff. To show their
appreciation, they have regularly
given gift cards, have had a picnic
in Drake Park and for the past
two years have taken the entire
professional staff to Comerica Park
for a Detroit Tiger baseball game
and dinner.
The mutual respect and admiration between the owners and the
staff creates the optimal work environment where caring and compassion can be passed on to those who
most need it – the patients. That
extra care in the comfort of their
own homes helps to speed the healing process. Harbor Health Home
Care seems to have found a recipe
that works very well.

Editor’s note: Harbor Health Home
Care is located at 430 South Water,
Marine City, MI 48039. Phone (810)
765-7144 for information about
their services or visit their website
at www.harborhealthservices.com.

Your LOCAL Home Health Care Provider

By appointment only • 586.677.6697
Certified • Liability Insured • Member S.P.C.P. & P.M.S

Serving Pediatrics & Adults
CHAP Accredited
Medicare/Medicaid Certified
BC/BS, PPOM Provider
Services Include:

• Nurses • Therapists • Aides • Social Workers
• Nutritionists • Private Duty Services
3 to 24 hours per day

Harbor Health
Questions?

Home Health Care

430 S. Water, Marine City, MI
810.765.7144 • 888.418.2273
Email us at:
harborhealth1@att.net www.harborhealthservices.com
• Compassionate • Understanding • Comforting • Accommodating

(Society of Permanent Cosmetics Professionals & Permanent Makeup Society)

@ Serenity Spa • 47210 Hayes Road • Macomb Twp., 48044
Check our website: www.permanentmakeupbycarol.com

• Eyebrows
• Eyeliner
• Lipliner
• Full Lip Color

Mid-Winter Special
Eyebrows or Eyeliner

Gift Certificates Available!

Take advantage of the Mid-Winter sale price! Buy now, use later! To take advantage of this great sale, buy
“Yourself” a Gift Certificate at the sale price before 3/31/10. Expires six months after date of purchase.

New Gentle Soft-Tap Eyebrows
An easy way to have beautiful
eyebrows.

Areola & Nipple Re-Coloring
For mastectomy and other breast
surgery patients.

Corrective Work

On permanent makeup.

Scar Camouflage

Color correction for select scars.

Saline Removals

On permanent make up and “Selective”
body tattoos.

Alopecia & Tearing Clients

Love our brows & eyeliner for facial
definition.
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Destination Weddings Can
Be Surprisingly Affordable!
By D’Ann Schweihofer
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Getting married in a beautiful
and romantic destination is what
many engaged couples dream of.
Destination weddings have become
an easy and affordable way to
celebrate your special day!
Destination weddings are often
less expensive than traditional
weddings due to their smaller size.
Having family and friends around
you in a beautiful setting will create
a celebration that you will never
forget. Also, you are in the location
where you plan to spend your
honeymoon. Many resorts have
full-time, on-site wedding planners
and offer special complimentary or
affordable wedding packages. You’ll
also spend a lot less by choosing an
all-inclusive resort where most of
the food and beverage expenses are

part of the lodging costs that will be
assumed by your guests.
With many of today’s families
spread throughout the United States,
traveling to attend your wedding,
wherever it is held, will be a necessity
for them. Why not have them travel
to a beautiful and fun destination!
Most resorts have many activities
available that your guests will
be able to enjoy, including golf,
swimming, water sports, wine
tasting, tennis, hiking trails, work
out rooms, yoga and fitness classes,
and more. Spas and beauty salons are
also available for your friends’ and
family’s convenience and relaxation.
In addition to being there for your
special day, because you planned
a unique, romantic destination
wedding, your guests will have the
add-on value of a great vacation that
they will long remember.

Destination: Marriage

201 N. Riverside St. Clair, MI 48079
www.stclairtravel.net
810.329.7163

Fax 810.329.7571

Editor’s Note: D’Ann
Schweihofer is a travel
agent at St. Clair Travel,
201 N. Riverside, St.
Clair, Michigan. She
would be happy to work
with you on planning
your perfect destination
wedding or any other
travel plans. Call (810)
329-7163 for more
information.

Free

Brake Inspection!
We Offer Free Shuttle Service!

• Auto Repair • Brakes • Front End Alignments • Air Conditioning • Exhaust & Custom • Shocks & Struts • Tune Ups • Tires

Invoice of any service
from $100-$19999

Invoice of any service
from $200 or more!

• Brake Service • Shocks & Struts • Exhaust System • AC/Heating System • Electronics/Electrical System
• Fuel System • Steering/Suspension • Starting & Charging System • Emission Controls and much more!
• Worry Free Driving 12 month/12,000 mile/20,000 kilometer warranty included on most service and repairs.

The area’s oldest & largest muffler shop! In this location for 32 years!

The most important part of driving
is being able to stop. At TECH-Net
Professional Auto Service centers,
we employ ASE certified technicians
trained and specialized on all late
model brake systems. Our service
comes with our Worry Free Driving
warranty honored at over 16,000
locations across North America.
INCLUDES:
Inspect front and rear disc pads/
shoes, inspect drums and rotors,
check master cylinder, check brake
fluid, inspect emergency brake
system, inspect brake lines and hoses.

Alignment Special!

Most cars, trucks, vans and SUVs

Set toe and check camber.

With coupon. Coupon expires 3/31/10.
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More Than St. Paddy’s Day
By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

The month of March brings with it a
special day that finds many Americans
celebrating Ireland’s most popular patron,
Saint Patrick. These celebrations focus on
anything and everything associated with the
Emerald Isle, especially the color green.
The 17th of March will find people of
legitimate Irish descent and those of other
ethnicities as well who will, on this one day
each year, disguise their surnames by adding
the prefix “O” and insisting on wearing
something green. On this late winter’s day
you will find green hair with coordinated eye
makeup, local pubs offering green beer and
other Irish spirits, restaurants featuring Irish
stew or corned beef and cabbage, downtown
parades with leprechauns of all sizes and
nationalities, and those silly green shamrocks
everywhere.
Except for a small number of devout
Irishmen, in America this celebration of Irish
culture has lost much of its original meaning
as a Christian festival. Today, it really does
represent everything that has made America
the melting pot of the world. It can be seen
as a celebration of freedom and prosperity
found by so many of those who sought a
better way of life in this great country.
As an example, in numerous communities
in Michigan and throughout the United
States where there are large populations of
Italian descent, Saint Patrick’s Day is often
combined with Saint Joseph’s Day, which
occurs just two days later. And, the Scots,
who also celebrate the special day of their
Celtic neighbor, cling to Saint Andrew as a
reminder of the homeland.
Beginning in the late 18th century and
continuing into the 20th century, this country
became the new home for millions of
immigrants. The greatest majority of those
finding their way to our shores did so because
of hardships experienced in their native land,
including religious persecution, political

Immigrants arriving at Ellis Island.

discrimination and adverse economic
conditions. They came by the thousands to
the USA, their “Promised Land.”
Getting to this land of great expectations
wasn’t easy for most. They were first
processed through various screening
centers, the most notable of which was Ellis
Island, prior to being permitted to continue
their exploration of the new found land of
“milk and honey.” Many, because of their
backgrounds, migrated to areas of agriculture
and mining while others settled in the urban
centers, often in self-imposed segregated
communities. In all cases however, they
found ways to cling to their heritage and to
celebrate the customs of the homeland.
With the influx of the new arrivals to
the United States came ongoing cultural
modifications. The integrated life styles
and work ethics became a source of social,
economic and political change, many times
adverse to those of the existing citizenry.
This, as we have witnessed, did and
continues to cause controversy regarding
religion, employment, ethnicity, population
settlements, political allegiances and many
other aspects of the socio-economic structure
of our nation.
While the combining of world cultures
will always present challenges, Michigan
has benefited and been energized by the
added immigrant population. We have
found strength and increased spirit from
the enthusiasm of those who have found
opportunity here. As they continue to come,
they bring with them the innovation and
industry that has made this country the envy
of the remaining world.
In our own geographical slice of Michigan
known as the “Thumb Area,” we live with
many signs of immigration. The French
brought their culture as they settled much of
the eastern portions of the state. We cannot
ignore the impact of German immigrants
on many of our communities. In the early
20th century, many churches still provided
worship services in the native German
language of many from their congregations.
Our existing agricultural areas provide
evidence of the rich Hispanic influence that
helped to sustain it. The list of immigrant
influences is lengthy and meaningful.
So, during the one day recognition of
St. Paddy in the middle of the month of
March, let’s remember that it really is a
celebration of immigrant contributions to
the positive growth of our society. Lift your
glass of green beer and offer a toast to all
the immigrants who have helped make this
country the greatest in the world.

Open Year-rOund

Bringing the
Eastern Market to
Northern Macomb

Richmond
Farmer’s Market
68336 Beech Street

Open 7 Days A Week • 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Hours may vary during seasons. Call ahead for verification.

Phone 586.727.7703
Fax: 586.727.7706

richmondmarket@yahoo.com

• Grocery Items
• Deli
• Dairy
• Local Baked Goods
• Fresh Produce
• Seasonal Merchandise

We Carry
Achatz
Soups &
Pies!

Party Trays  Subs  Gift Baskets
Featuring Pennsylvania Dutch Candy

Local & Michigan-produced Merchandise!
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ABC Home & Commercial
Service Center

Heating & Cooling Division
a multiservice company that you can trust

No overtime or service charge! • No trip or port to port charge!

• We service all makes and models
of heating & cooling equipment.
• We install all makes and models
of furnaces, humidifiers, indoor air
quality products, ultraviolet.
• Do you notice musty smells,
moisture problems, have Radon or
VOC’s? We can help to solve your
problems. Ask us about Humidex™!
• Our service rates are $65/hour
(1 hour min).

2010

FUSION SE

Stk #6272

I-4, Automatic Transmission
24 MONTH FMCC LEASE
ONLY

199

$

/PER MO.

A Plan pricing w/pin, plus tax, title, & plate. $2,123.00 Customer Cash at signing. 12,000 miles per year,
O.A.C. Includes Lease Renewal. Offer good till 4-1-10. Offer subject to change without notice.

2010

FOCUS SE

Stk #6060

I-4, Automatic Transmission, cruise control
24 MONTH FMCC LEASE
ONLY

199

$

/PER MO.

A Plan pricing w/pin, plus tax, title, & plate. $1,974.00 Customer Cash at signing. 12,000 miles per year,
O.A.C. Includes Lease Renewal. Offer good till 4-1-10. Offer subject to change without notice.

FANTASTIC PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
Humidex Ventilation System

Is Your
Heating Bill Too High?
Furnace

Call now to schedule your appointment for a furnace tune up.
Inspection &
Includes:
Cleaning
• Check and clean all
Inspection & Cleaning motors
(oil as needed)
• Check heat exchanger
• Check burners
New
• Check all electrical
Customer
components and
Discount
thermostat
• Check safety and
limit controls for
proper operation
per manufacturers
specifications
• Check gas pressures

Furnace

$ 89.00
-$ 10.00
$

BILL MACDONALD FORD

Air Conditioning
Inspection &
Cleaning

$ 89.00
-$ 10.00

New
Customer
Discount

79

* Parts and filters not included

Emergency Service Numbers!
24-hour Service! No Overtime Charges!

810.420.2112
810.614.8034
810.533.4003
Clip and Save These Emergency Numbers!

Call 810.794.5678

BILL MACDONALD FORD
Ask Ab
o
Our Se ut
n
Discou ior
nts!

email us at abcbees@comcast.net or visit us on the web at www.abcbees.com

www.billmacdonaldford.com
1200 S. Carney, St. Clair, MI

810-329-6601
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Heartworm Disease in Cats & Dogs
By Cathy Blackwell

Practice Manager, Maple Veterinary Hospital

Heartworm disease is a medical
risk for unprotected dogs and cats.
Heartworms are actual worms that
can grow to be 14 inches in length. At
maturity they live in the right side of
the heart. If left untreated, heartworm
disease can result in death. Diagnosis
of heartworm disease is made through
a laboratory blood test. A once-a-month
medication, heartworm preventative, is
available for both cats and dogs.
How is heartworm disease spread?
1. The cycle begins when a mosquito
bites a heartworm-infected animal
and picks up microfilariae, which are
immature heartworms that circulate in
the infected animal’s bloodstream.
2. During the next two to three
weeks, the microfilariae develop into
infective larvae within the mosquito.
3. When the mosquito feeds again,
it will transmit the infective larvae
into a healthy animal. The larvae
develop into adult heartworms over
the next six to nine months while
migrating to the animal’s heart.
4. Once inside the animal’s heart,
the adult worms can grow up to 14
inches long and can cause significant
damage to the lungs.
Infected dogs usually carry 25 to
50 worms. Infected cats do not carry
as many worms as dogs, because they
are not the preferred host. They often
carry only one to nine worms, usually
male, making testing difficult and
many times an inaccurate process,
leading to false negative tests. The
worms tend to be shorter in cats, only
five to eight inches long compared to
a 14 inch worm in dogs. However, a
single worm can be fatal to a cat.
Signs of heartworm disease in dogs
If your dog develops symptoms

such as persistent coughing, resistance
to exercise, tiredness after mild
exercise, reduced appetite, or weight
loss, you should schedule a check-up.
Signs of heartworm disease in cats
Current research suggests that cats
are infected with heartworm 5-20% as
often as dogs, although it is suspected
that feline heartworm disease is underdiagnosed. The signs and symptoms
of feline heartworm disease are quite
different than those of canine heartworm
disease, and very similar to many other,
more common feline diseases, such
as asthma. Common signs include:
difficulty breathing, rapid, shallow
breathing, gagging or vomiting, lethargy,
loss of appetite, and weight loss.
What if my cat gets the disease?
The cat produces a much
stronger inflammatory reaction to
the heartworms than dogs, and the
inflammation alone is sometimes
enough to cause arterial thrombosis
(clots). A dead heartworm can also
cause an artery to block. Cats are
more likely than dogs to die suddenly
from a heartworm infection without
signs or symptoms. If a lung becomes
obstructed, seizures, nosebleeds or
sudden collapse can occur. Often, the
only treatment option is supportive
care until the heartworms die. In some
cases, surgical options are available to
remove the heartworms. The arsenic
compound used to treat heartworm in
dogs cannot be used in cats.
What if my dog gets the disease?
There are two goals to treatment:
1. Patient evaluation and stabilizing
for treatment procedure
2. Elimination of all forms (adult,
larvae and microfilariae) of the
heartworm parasite
There are four risk categories for
evaluating treatment success. The

tuESDay WEDnESDay thurSDay EvEry Day
Lunch or DinnEr

Buy One Entree,
Get 1/2 Off Second Entree
of Equal or Lesser Value.
With This Ad. Beverage Purchase Required.
Not Valid With Any Other Coupon/Promotion.

Food & Spirits

51083 Washington Street
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586.725.4866

Lunch

Soup &
1/2 Sandwich

4

$ 99

St. Patrick'S Day Party
Open for Lunch & Dinner

Tues.-Sat. 11:00 a.m.-Midnight
Sun. Noon-Midnight
Closed Monday

categories are based
on the age and overall
health of the patient, the
severity of the symptoms
of heartworm disease and
the results of blood work
and radiographs.
Adult worms and their
offspring are treated
at different times with
different methods. The
adult worms are treated
first, which requires the
use of an arsenic compound in order to
kill the heartworms. It is a very delicate
process that requires the patient to have
restricted activity, and visit the hospital
on multiple occasions to provide
follow-up treatment and support. Dying
worms can cause blockages in the
blood vessels, and decomposing worms
cause large amounts of inflammation.
After the adulticide treatment and side
effects are resolved, the microfilaria are
eliminated with medication.
It is very important to follow-up a
successful heartworm treatment with
a laboratory heartworm test four to
five months later to be sure that the
adult heartworms have all been killed.
Young female worms are very resistant
and one may have to wait for them to
mature before they become susceptible
to the drugs used to treat the disease.
It is a good idea to treat a heartworm
infection even if your pet is not showing signs of disease for several reasons:
1. A healthy patient is more likely
to respond well to treatment than one
with severe symptoms
2. The patient will no longer be
harboring a source of infection
that puts other dogs or cats in your
neighborhood at risk.
Heartworm disease is preventable
There are a variety of heartworm

medications available that will prevent
heartworm disease when administered
correctly. For dogs and cats in our
area, the AHS and your veterinarian
recommend a year-round, monthly
heartworm preventative.
How heartworm preventative works
• Heartworm preventative does not
prevent your pet from being bitten by
mosquitoes.
• If your pet is bitten by an infected
mosquito, heartworm larvae will be
deposited into your pet.
• What heartworm preventative
does is prevent heartworm larvae from
maturing into adult heartworms.
• Heartworm preventative works in
the past, not in the future.
• The monthly preventative is in your
pet’s system for only 2 days each month.
• The preventative you give
this month will work to kill any
heartworm larvae deposited over the
last month.
That is why it is so important
that you remember to give monthly
heartworm preventative on the same
day every month year-round.
Editor’s note: Cathy Blackwell is
the Practice Manager at Maple
Veterinary Hospital, 2981 Iowa, Troy,
MI 48083. Phone: (248) 585-2622,
website: www.mvhvet.com.

Geri’s
Gift
Boutique
There’s Always Something New at Geri’s!
Tea Parties!
Tea Room:
$10 per person

Includes Tea and Dessert

$15 per person

Includes Tea, Sandwich
and Dessert

Party Room Rental:
$75 for two hours

Call ahead for reservations.

Hop on in and check out our
Easter Basket selection!

• Collectibles
• Webkinz
• Harbor Lights Lighthouses • Jewelry
• Handmade Items
• Much, Much More!

35914 Green Street • New Baltimore

586.725.0881

Hours: M, W, F 10 a.m.-6 p.m. T/Th. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed Sunday

March 2010

Page 11

St. Patrick –
Fact or Fiction?

Let’s Talk Trash!

By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Richfield Management
Port Huron Transfer Station

Drop off your load and get back on the road!
Why
waste
time waiting
in line?

St. Patrick is the patron saint of
Ireland and the Irish. Many stories
surround him, some of which are fact
and some of which are fiction.
The real St. Patrick was born about
389 A.D. in the area that is now
northern Wales. His real name was
Maewyn Succat. The name St. Patrick
was given to him later in life by Pope
Celestine. (Pope Celestine actually gave
him the name “Patercius” or “Patritius.”
The name comes from two Latin words,
“pater civium” meaning “the father
of his people.”) St. Patrick’s parents,
Calphurnius and Conchessa, belonged
to a high ranking Roman family.
St. Patrick led an adventurous life. He
was captured by pirates at the age of 16.
It was these pirates who brought him
to Ireland to take care of the flocks of a
chieftain in Ulster. After six years of being
in slavery, St. Patrick had a dream that he
would find a ship to take him to freedom.
He escaped to follow his dream. He had
to travel about 200 miles before he found
a ship ready to set sail. St. Patrick escaped
to France where he became a monk.
In 432 St. Patrick had a vision that
prompted him to return to Ireland as a
missionary bishop. He is credited with
bringing Christianity to Ireland and taught
about it for 29 years. Ireland’s national
flower, the shamrock, was used by St.
Patrick to explain the Blessed Trinity.
(Some sources say that this is a fact, some
say that it is a legend.) He also founded
365 churches, baptized over 120,000
people and consecrated 450 bishops.
St. Patrick died at Saul, Downpatrick,
Ireland, on March 17, 461 A.D at the
age of 76. He is believed to be buried

We accept
clean,
recyclable
shingles,
compost,
brush and
miscellaneous
debris.

Quick & Easy Dropoff & Unloading

For all your waste removal needs

Contractors & General Public Welcome!
• Contractor • Commercial • Industrial • Residential - Household Curbside Service
Business - 2, 4, 6 and 8 yard dumpsters, Rental & Service

4132 Dove Road • Port Huron
Call (810) 364-6539
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Richfield Management, LLC

10, 20, 30 yard roll off containers available for:

Remodeling projects, roofing, demolition waste, cleaning out your house, garage, shed and barns!

Flat Rate Dumpster Rentals - prices good through 3-31-10
Up To 8 Ton

10 Yard Can

Up To 8 Ton

20 Yard Can

275

$

in Downpatrick, County Down. This is
why we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on
the seventeenth of March. The first St.
Patrick’s Day celebration in the United
States was held in Boston in 1737. The
largest St. Patrick’s Day parade is held
every year in New York City.
The St. Patrick of legend are the
stories that are most often told,

350

$

Up To 8 Ton

30 Yard Can

400

$

including one of the most popular
that tells how he charmed all of the
poisonous snakes of Ireland down to
the seashore where they drowned in the
water. Other legends, such as those of
the Blarney Stone and of leprechauns,
have somehow also become associated
with the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
Rather based on fact or fiction, St.

Up To 8 Ton

40 Yard Can

525

$

Patrick’s Day has emerged into much
more than a religious holiday. It is now a
time for even those with no Irish heritage
to “Be Irish” and enjoy eating corned
beef and cabbage, indulge in drinking
green beer, to decorate with shamrocks,
to watch or participate in St. Patrick’s
Day parades and, of course, to wear
green so they won’t get pinched!
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Canine Resque: Wagging Tails
Continued from Page 1

Ferndale to Fort Gratiot.
Foster homes and adoptive
homes for the dogs must meet
strict criteria to insure that the
animals are placed where they will
receive the love and care that they
were denied in the beginning of
their lives and that they so much
deserve.
K9 Resque has a website, www.
k9resque.org, where current dogs
in need of adoption, success stories
from past adoptions, applications
for adoptions or sponsorships, lists
of items that the rescue service
needs and much, much more can
be viewed. The website also lists
places and events where K9 Resque
will bring dogs in need of adoption.
With the economy at an all
time low, K9 Resque has started
a community outreach program
called “Kibbles Kitchen” which is
the only pet food pantry in the area.
It reaches out to people who own
dogs but are unemployed, who are
considered low income or who are
losing their homes. The kitchen
is a short term solution for these

Tramp, a male Terrier/mixed breed is a happy
go lucky pal for all ages.

Torri, a female Scottish Terrier Scottie/mixed
breed would be a great addition to any home.

Kenny, a male long-coated Dachshund, is
looking for a home.

families so that their pets do not
end up in an already over loaded
shelter system. (Readers must be
a resident of St. Clair County to
receive assistance from Kibbles
Kitchen and must fill out an on-line
application.)
When asked how ThumbPrint
News readers can help K9 Resque,
this is what Sharon had to say: “We
are in need of volunteers to help us
with our mission, to save the pets
on death row and to improve our
community. We could do so much
more if we had the community’s
support. Foster homes would also
be a huge help, for if we had more
loving homes for the dogs to end
up in, we could save more lives

and give them happy endings, not
sad ones. K9 Resque will pay for
all the dogs’ materialistic needs
and medical care. Volunteers are
needed for every position within
our rescue – phone operators,
transporters, event volunteers, dog
walkers, people that love to sew,
people who like to write letters or
do fundraisers, and lots more. If
we can dream it, we want to do it.
We have so much that we could do,
but it takes help, dedication and
volunteers that we do not have.”
If you can help K9 Resque in any
way or are interested in fostering or
adopting a dog, call Sharon Gorski
at (810) 329-1002. Sponsorships
for individual dogs are also

available for only $25.00 per month
which will help to pay for the costs
of caring and rehabilitating the
animal until a suitable home can be
found.
The last thing that Eddy, Reese,
JoJo and Zeke all have in common
is that they were lucky to find
permanent loving homes to care
for them because of the unending
work, care and love from the
volunteers at K9 Resque – along
with over 200 other dogs since the
organization started just three short
years ago.
Editor’s Note: The above photos
are of several dogs who are
currently in need of adoption.

Memoirs from
The Restless Retiree
Clutter Genius
By Gabriel Jones

Someone in the household is
looking for something they need at
the moment. It could be anythingclothing, food, utensils, tools, etc.
You cannot find it – you know
that you have it, but you need it
now so you buy another one (an
exact copy or a better one). This
is how it all starts. You now have
two of these items.
The same thing happens again
and again. You’re looking for an
item – can’t find it – need it now
so you buy another one.
YEE GADS! WHEN DOES IT

STOP?
Clutter!
We can’t find something in the
house that we KNOW we have,
but we need it now – so we buy
another one. This keeps going
until you find that your pathway
to different rooms of the house
begins to be blocked by items that
you have purchased because you
can’t find the original item in the
first place!
Let’s have some logic here.
Hmmmm . . .
Let’s really think this out!
Again, hmmmm . . .
It can’t be that simple. NO! NO!
NO!
You mean to say that if I knew

where each original item was,
then I wouldn’t buy another one
like it?
HOORAY! HOORAY! I now
know how to stop clutter!
Wait until the world finds out
what I’ve just learned. I feel like I
solved Einstein’s Theory!
I’M A CLUTTER GENIUS!
(My wife in the background)
“There he goes thinking he solved
the world’s problems again.”
Another lesson learned by “The
Restless Retiree.”

Editor’s note: Follow the
adventures of the Restless
Retiree every month in
ThumbPrint News!
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CARPENTER ANTS build their nests
in hollow trees, logs, posts, porch
pillars, hollow doors, and other
wood in the home. They don’t eat the
wood, but actually hollow it out to
make cavities for their nest. They are
usually attracted to damp, decaying
wood, but will also move into sound
wood as the nest grows.

Insect-feeding bats will bite and rabies
may occur in 4% to 6% of some bat
populations. In addition, bats harbor
the bat bug, which bites humans and
is very similar to the bed bug. You
don’t want these in your home!
Bats will remain in the same
location year after year. If that
location is your home, this poses
health risks from both the bat
guano and the urine. Also, these
waste products attract other insects
and contaminate your insulation,
thereby causing expensive pest
control costs and replacement bills.

• climate
• grass type
• the fertilizer being used
• how you want your lawn to look.
For those of us who want our lawn
looking its best, then it’s a good idea
to fertilize your lawn five or six times
a year. Conversely, even if you don’t
want a good looking lawn, you should
at least fertilize twice a year for the sake
of your grass. As a rule of thumb, it’s
best to apply fertilizers when your lawn
is actively growing. If you fertilize with
nitrogen while your lawn is dormant,
you can encourage weed growth and
ultimately waste fertilizer. One of the
most important applications is the first
one in the spring as it contains preemergent to help prevent weeds from
germinating.

Call ABC Home & Commercial
Services today to put an end to your
ant problems.
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Thumb of
Michigan

• Grass Cutting • Green Turf Services• Gutter Cleaning • Heating & Cooling • Landscaping • Locksmith Services • Painting & Staining
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Moles, on the other hand, tunnel
through our lawns, push dirt up in
mounds, and occasionally turn up
sod looking for worms and insect
larvae. Their extensive network of
tunnels is impressive, but only in
someone else’s yard. A mole can
dig at the rate of 17 feet per hour
and their speed through existing
tunnels can be 70 feet per minute,
or just under one mile per hour.

Their network of tunnels is far
deeper and more complex than
those we see. For this reason
and many others, moles are a
notoriously hard to eliminate
animal. ABC Home & Commercial
Services Animal Control Division
can eliminate these pests from
your yard. Call us today to set up
an appointment for treatment.

& Treatment • Window Washing
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You’ll notice the grass looks
trampled down or eaten. Voles
cause extensive damage to lawns
and shrubbery. If you see these
runways, you have a vole problem
which should be addressed.

Let ABC Home & Commercial Services
Lawn Care Division give you a price on
an application program for your lawn.
It doesn’t matter if you have a small
city-size patch of grass or a three-acre
front lawn, ABC can help you keep
your lawn green and keep the weeds
down. Call us today to get a quote on
your program for the entire season.
• Tree/Shrub Maintenance
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As the snow melts you may notice
little runways in your lawn. These
were caused by voles. A vole is a
meadow mouse. Voles usually feed
on shrubs and grass during the
winter. Vole damage is the worst
when the snow melts. Voles can be
very time consuming to trap, and it
will take time to control them. Vole
damage can look like this:

The million dollar question for many
people is, “When should I fertilize?”
To answer this question, you should
consider these four factors:

For outdoor treatments such as to a tree,
a product will be applied 3-4 feet up
and down the tree; a perimeter around
the base of the tree will also be treated.
For indoor treatments, a product will be
injected into the cracks and crevices
in the areas of activity. This product
turns into a powder that ants will walk
through and pick up. Another treatment
is to put down gel baits. The ants will
think this is food and bring it to the nest,
where other ants will eat it and die.

Exclusion for bats begins in the
spring and can be done until June,
starting again in August through the
fall. Exclusions will be taken down
in the very late fall and the opening
sealed.
Bats can be difficult and they carry
several disease risks so let the
professionals do your bat work.
For bat removal and/or exclusion,
call ABC Home & Commercial
Services Animal Control Division.
Remember, we are a multiservice
company that you can trust!

Can’t see your lawn under all that
snow? It’s time to THINK FERTILIZER!

ABC

A few species of bats found
in Michigan prefer to roost in
structures and will often be seen at
dusk flying in and out of attic vents
and soffits. In fact, any opening ⅜
inch or larger is a suitable entrance
for a bat. The best way to get rid
of bats is to exclude them from
your structure while they are not
in it. Since bats spend June and
July raising their flightless young,
those months are not the time to
exclude due to the possibility of
sealing babies inside and creating
a potential odor problem or their
forcing entry into the main part of
your home.

They make one central nest that
contains the queen, and have
several satellite colonies (colonies
without a queen). These ants not
only cause structural damage but can
contaminate cooking surfaces and
food, due to their foraging habits.
Infestations of these ants are often
located by presence of scouts or ant
trails. DO NOT SQUASH, SPRAY, OR
OTHERWISE KILL THE ANTS, this will
cause the colony to begin a process
called budding. Budding is the
process in which the queen leaves
the nest and starts a new colony, thus
making the nest harder to treat.

• Tax Services

BATS are interesting creatures. They
are the only mammals that truly
fly and are generally considered
beneficial because of their appetite
for insects.

MOLES & VOLES
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Emmett: Spotlight
Continued from Page 1

Emmett, the main village in this
area, is located at the intersection
of those four townships. (The
village was originally called Mt.
Crowley. The name was changed
to Emmet on April 21, 1883, after
Robert Emmet, one of the most
important Irish patriots of the early
19th century. Throughout its history,
the township and village have been
spelled both as Emmet, reflecting
the spelling of its namesake and as
Emmett, as it is spelled today.)
In 1836, land was first purchased
in this area, with Patrick and Bridget
Keough Dunigan and Michael
Harrington believed to be the first
settlers. Patrick farmed the area and
eventually owned over 130 acres,
west of what is now Main Street
in the village of Emmett. His son,
Michael, became the first child of
European descent born in the area
on February 12, 1840. Patrick led in
organizing Emmett Township and
became its first supervisor and first
postmaster.
Irish immigration began slowly
in the late 1830s and early 1840s.
Following the devastating potato
blight in the late 1840s, immigration
rapidly increased. Michigan had
become a state in 1837, which
opened Michigan for settling, so
many Irish immigrants migrated
here. Patrick Kennedy, lonesome
for his homeland of Ireland,
dreamed that Emmett would be a
“Little Ireland” in Michigan and
became the Land Agent for the area
and greatly encouraged the Irish
immigrants to settle in the area by
writing articles for Irish World, a
newspaper in New York, which
many of these immigrants read. The
opening of the Erie Canal provided

The Emmet House Hotel, one of only two buildings left standing in Emmett when fire destroyed the
village in October of 1916.

a quick and inexpensive way for
them to travel from New York to
Michigan. Many took advantage of
the fertile land around Emmett and
after settling, became engaged in
agricultural pursuits. Corn, wheat,
oats, beans and forage crops were
raised in abundance. Other settlers
worked in lumbering camps and on
railroad gangs.
The Grand Trunk railway was
completed through this area in
the later part of the nineteenth
century and the Catholic Church

was relocated into the village of
Emmett at that time. Both of these
contributed to Emmett becoming
the commercial center for the
surrounding townships. By the turn
of the century, Emmett also had
become home to five grocery stores,
a three-story men’s clothing store
and boot shop, a telephone office,
an ice cream parlor, a barbershop
and pool room, a drug store, a
blacksmith’s shop, the district
school, the railroad and telegraph
office, several livery stables, a

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church (left) was dedicated in 1897, destroyed by fire in 1966, and
rebuilt at its current location on Brandon Road (right).

P ure N aturals W ater F iltration
www.centralpureh2o.com 888-855-PURE (7873)
sales@centralpureh2o.com | Anchorville, MI

charcoal manufacturing facility, a
hardware and agricultural implement
company, a cigar shop, a meat
market, a bank, a grain elevator and
saw mill, a brick yard, four dress
shops, two hat shops, a post office,
a furniture and funeral parlor and a
hotel! A few years later, a bowling
alley and a theatre also were built.
The village of Emmett has seen
two devastating fires. The first took
place on October 17, 1916 when a
fire started in the building housing
the poolroom and barbershop and,
driven by high winds, rapidly swept
through the main part of the town
and destroyed all accept two of
the buildings – The Emmet House
Hotel and the post office. Many
of the destroyed businesses were
later rebuilt, but the town never
again regained the same level of
commercial activity that it had
several years earlier.
The second fire occurred on
October 16, 1966, when Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church burned
down. This Catholic Church was the
religious and social center for the
Irish immigrants of the area.
The first Catholic mass in this
area was celebrated in the log
cabin home of Patrick Dunigan in
1840. A log cabin church was then
built in 1855, followed by a woodframe church in 1865. When the
parishioners had outgrown the latter,
a decision was made to relocate and
build a new church in downtown
Emmett. Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church was dedicated on
January 18, 1897. Following the
fire of 1966, a new more modern
church was built at 10828 Brandon
Road, where it still stands today
and remains an all-important center
for Catholics and for those of Irish
descent in the area.

• Residential / Light-Commercial
• Point-of-Use / Point-of-Entry Systems
• City, Well & Surface Water Treatment

Premium Water Services
• Convenient

• Affordable

• Eco-Friendly
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Emmett – A History of Irish Immigrants
By Christine Ryan Sass
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

It’s been called “The Holy City”
or “Little Ireland.” This is because
the Village of Emmett was settled by
Irish immigrants in the mid 1800s.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Cemetery,
located just east of town at M-19
and Bricker Road, offers a snapshot
of that time in history. My own
family tree of Ryans and Brogans
are well represented.
Weathered grave stones dot the
oldest portion of the cemetery.
Many are difficult to read and some
are crumbling from the ravages
of time. Most of the graves in this
entire section are unadorned and
the people forgotten. Perhaps there
are no descendents left in this area
anyway, to fuss over upkeep, to
come around on Memorial Day to
plant flowers or at Christmas time to
place a wreath.
The story behind the stone
of Patrick and Sarah Lynch is
particularly haunting. The influenza
epidemic of 1881 was so deadly that
no friend or neighbor would come

near the home of someone who
was ill. One of the Lynch children
succumbed to the flu and Sarah
readied the child for burial, then
carried him down the hill where
Patrick waited beside the freshly
dug grave. By the time Sarah got
back to the house, another had died.
And on it went. The stone lists the
deaths of Maggie, age 3; George,
11; Abbie, 2; Matilda, 5; and
Cristina, 1.
I found birth dates going back
to the 1700s. The stones are so
weathered it makes it very difficult
to decipher what is imprinted. Many
indicate the county in Ireland where
the person immigrated from, such as
counties Kerry, Tipperary, Limerick,
Carlow, Sligo and Wexford. Some
simply indicate they were from
Ireland. Irish names the like of
Clifford, Butler, Foley, McKenney
and Sharpe are represented. Further
on, I find Carney, Kenney, Keough,
Cotter, Sullivan and Moriarty.
Many of the deceased were in
their prime, and there were so many
children and babies. Some were war

veterans such as a Ryan (can’t make
out the first name) from World War
I and a Father George Brennan. As
I continue, I find more names such
as Cogley, Feeney, Neaton, Burns,
O’Connor and Brandon.
There is a memorial
commemorating the priests from
the early days of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church; Father Lawrence
Kilroy, Father Patrick Tierney, and
Father John Lynch. A prominent
memorial honors the revered and
beloved long
time pastor
of the church,
Father John
Farrell.
A visit to
the old part of
the cemetery
is more than
just traipsing
around a
bunch of
Memorial commemorating worn out
Rev. Lawrence Kilroy, Rev. headstones
Patrick Tierney, Rev. John
or some type
Lynch and Rev. George
of hands-on
Brennan.

Grave stones at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Cemetery often indicated the county in Ireland
where the person immigrated from. Above is
the stone of Catherine O’Leary, Native of the
Parish of Crohan Co. Kerry, Ireland.

history lesson. It is a walk back in
time that leaves one to contemplate
the lives of these brave people who
left all that was familiar to come to
a new land with hopes and dreams
of a better life, some fulfilled, others
dashed.

Physician HealthCare Network

Urgent Care Centers
South Clinic

1641 10th Street

Port Huron (810) 984-5700

Marysville Clinic 3350 Gratiot

Marysville

(810) 364-4000

North Clinic

Ft. Gratiot

(810) 989-7770

Lexington

(810) 359-2605

4190 24th Avenue

Lexington Clinic 5730 Main Street
Ira Township

10127 MC Highway Ira Township (586) 716-1371

9242 Dixie Hwy. (S. of Meldrum)
Ira, MI 48023 • 586-725-1745
• Demdaco Willow Tree - largest selection in the area
• Large selection of gifts • Sun Blossom solar items
• Estate jewelry • Leanin’ Tree greeting cards
Always buying precious metals - gold, silver, platinum, coins
Limit of 5 Expires 4-3-10

Joe & Liz Koerber

Hours 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tues.-Sat.
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FoxFire Farm Country Store

8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township • 810-794-5108
Visit our special room of gifts for remembrance and comfort.

• Pre-made and Custom Floral
Arrangements
• All Occasion Unique Greeting
Cards
• Holiday Gift Items
• Local and Flavored Honey
• Soy Candles

•
•
•
•

Old Time Signs
Wind Chimes
Bulk Items for Farm Animals
Full Line of Dog and Cat Foods,
Treats and Toys
• Designer Outfits for Dogs
• Kitchen Gift Items

•
•
•
•

Stuffed Animals
Full Line of Gourmet Foods
Old Fashioned Toys
Food and Supplies for Wild and Pet
Birds
• Old Fashioned Candy and Goodies
• And Much, Much More!

Gift Certificates
Available!

5 off

$

Your purchase of $35 or
more with this ad.

Expires March 31, 2010. Cannot be combined
with any other special offer.

March 2010

Our company would like to partner with your nonprofit organization or charity to help raise funds for the
many worthwhile causes in our local communities. As a
business, we are approached almost daily for donations.
As concerned members of these communities, we would
like to be able to help out every one of these organizations.
To that end, our company has developed a plan that will
allow us to do so!
Foxfire Farm Floral Shop offers unique and personalized
flower arrangements for all occasions. Our talented
professional designers can customize any arrangement
to meet the needs and desires of the customer. Foxfire
Farm Floral Shop offers gift baskets, grave blankets,
wreaths, roping, holiday table arrangements, sympathy
arrangements and balloon bouquets. Delivery is available
to all of St. Clair, Lapeer, Genesee, Oakland, Sanilac
and Macomb Counties. Nationwide, we offer delivery
through our affiliation with Teleflora, FTD, Bloomlink and
1-800-FLOWERS.
If your non-profit or charity organization would like to earn
a percentage of every floral purchase that your members
make, it is very simple! There are two ways a floral order
may be placed that will earn money for your organization:
1. Over the internet: Log on to our website for 24 hour
a day ordering. Go to www.herbsandflowers.net and
place the order. All selections and information for
placing the order will be found on these websites.
When placing your order, in the "special instructions"
section, you will need to designate to what
organization or charity you would like a donation
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to be made. Any orders placed on these websites
will earn 10% of the the total order (before tax and
delivery charges) for the organization. You can print
out a copy of your order to give to your organization
for their records. If the order is for a city that we
do not personally deliver to, you can call our floral
shop directly to place the order and we will send
your order via wire services to a professional florist
affiliate in the city for which you need delivery.
2. By phone (toll free at 866-794-5108) or by coming into
Foxfire Farm Floral Shop at 8061 Marsh Road in Clay
Township, Michigan: Orders for floral arrangements
that need to be sent out nationwide through one of
our wire services will earn the organization 5% of
the total, excluding tax, delivery and wire service
fees. All organization information must be given to
the Foxfarm Farm sales associate at the time the
order is placed. Orders for graveblankets, wreaths,
roping, poinsettias, gift baskets, balloon bouquets
and arrangements within our delivery area will earn
10% of the total, excluding tax and delivery.
In order to take advantage of this program, call us at
(810) 794-5108 or toll free at (866) 794-5108) and we
can set you up over the phone.
NOTE: Persons who choose to designate a percentage of their
purchase to go to an organization or charity will do so in lieu
of any other floral rewards program or promotion. This offer is
on-going by Foxfire Farm and is valid throughout 2010. Foxfire
Farm reserves the right to cancel the program at anytime. Foxfire
Farm will issue checks to qualifying organizations and charities
quarterly: on January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1.
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The botanical gardens are available for private events and
can be rented by the hour or by the day. They offer an ideal
setting for a wedding, wedding photos, graduation photos,
family photos, or any other life event.
Tours of the gardens are available daily May through October.
Open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. seven days a week, it’s the
perfect repose for a hectic day. Tickets for the tour must be
purchased at Foxfire Farm Country Store at 8061 Marsh Road
in Clay Township. Guided tours as well as workshops can be
arranged for school groups, garden clubs, scouting groups, etc.
Also on the grounds is a 9,500 sq. ft. log home. The lowest
level of the home has been designed to accomodate rentals for
special occasions. It is decorated in a rustic theme and has a
natural stone fireplace and bar area. This area can be rented
seperately, or in conjunction with your garden rental.
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ABC Septic Service - A Green Company Protecting Your Drinking Water

A division of ABC Home & Commercial Services, a multiservice company that you can trust!
• Tank Cleaning
• Repairs
• Installation
• Inspection
• Service Contacts
• Home
• Commercial

Is
Spring g!
Comin
We
e!
Promis

810.794.5678
A septic tank is a holding tank that is designed to
accept the waste produced by a household (8001500 gallons average per tank depending on the tank
size). The liquid is the most important part of a tank
function. The liquid is energized with billions of rich
anaerobic (good) bacteria that live, breed and feed on
the solids that come into the tank from your home.
If a tank is pumped completely out, you are
removing all the good liquid, and in less than a week,
the tank will be filled again from standard household
use (shower, toilet, laundry, dishes, etc.). The state of
Michigan estimates that a person will use 60 gallons
per person per day. If a four person household uses
240 gallons a day multiplied by seven days, that
equals 1,640 gallons. A tank will, on average, fill
back up in less than one week. Only a small amount
of liquid goes to the field each day. The rest remains
constantly in the tank and holds the good anaerobic
bacteria that continually eat the solid waste.
If there is a problem with your system, it may
be one of five things for 95% of most gravity-fed
systems:
1) Blockage from the home to the inlet
2) Build up of solid material because anaerobic

bacteria may have been killed off from
household chemicals (cleansers, bleach, etc.)
that may require more frequent removal
3) Blockage or broken baffle from the outlet to
the field
4) A plugged filter
5) The field
The field can become oversaturated due to heavy
rains or poor drainage, which can cause the tank to
fill back up as we are pumping it. This liquid needs
to be removed for proper tank function, which
will incur an additional charge. A normal working
system needs only the scum and solids removed
(that the anaerobic bacteria cannot consume),
but the option is up to the consumer. If pumped
completely, start-up bacteria should be used to
help jump-start the system again. This can take a
long time. A healthy system needs the billions of
bacteria to consume the solids entering the tank.
This keeps the tank function working properly.
Call ABC Septic Services at (810) 794-5678
during business hours. After hours, call (810) 6148034 or (810) 533-4003.

S ID FIGHTERS™
SPIDER
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ABC Home &

A Division of

810.794.5678
A multiservice company that you can trust!

New Customers

$10.00 OFF

Must present coupon on day of payment

Clip & Save!
Emergency Phone Number for Septic
Problems After Normal Business Hours

810.614.8034
810.533.4003
24 Hours A Day/7 Days A Week

NOW is the time to set up
your spring service treatments
for spiders, wasps, box elder
bugs, Asian lady beetles
(ladybugs), cluster flies
and more. Our application
covers from the roofline to
the ground on your home
including shrubbery around
your home.
We are offering an early
bird special for your prepaid
service. Avoid the rush, set
up your order now and save
even more!
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In the Thumb

Outside the Thumb Outside the State

Rochester

Saugatuck

Aruba

Rochester, Michigan is located in eastern
Oakland County. Several things make this a city
I enjoy visiting often. The downtown area has to
be one of the attractions, with its great selection
of restaurants (such as Kruse & Muer) and
shops. It is always exquisitely decorated and at
night, the lighting is gorgeous.
Another draw for myself (and 125,000 others)
is the annual Art & Apples Festival that is held
the weekend following Labor Day in Rochester’s
30-acre Municipal Park which is within walking
distance of the downtown area. It is a juried
festival of fine art and fine crafts, featuring over
265 top quality, national exhibitors.
Finally, Papa Joe’s Gourmet Market at 6900
North Rochester Road in Rochester Hills would
be a reason I would visit this city weekly (if I
could afford it)! Anything and everything you
could possible want from around the world is
available in this upscale grocery store. When
you visit, plan on spending a couple of hours!
There are delicacies to sample, an extraordinary
selection of wines (which you can sample for a
fee as you shop), in store chefs who will cook
something for you to take home or to eat on
the premises, a produce section that highlights
food from all over the world, wonderful bakery
and bread sections, an in-store butcher shop, a
floral shop, event planning services (including
catering and hall rental) and much, much more.
Papa Joe’s truly elevates grocery shopping to an
adventure rather than a chore.

Saugatuck is located on the west side of
Michigan along the Lake Michigan shoreline in
Allegan County. Truly a resort community, it has
been called “The Cape Cod of Michigan.” The
beautiful sands of Oval Beach attract visitors by
the droves in the summer months. The town’s
harbors are a preferred destination for many
boaters.
Saugatuck has long had a reputation as the
ultimate sanctuary for artists and is rated as one
of the top 25 art destinations in the United States.
The mix of galleries in and around Saugatuck
comprises the entire range of artistic media.
Saugatuck’s quaint downtown area, with its
eclectic mix of small, tucked away one-of-akind shops is a mecca for shoppers from all over
Michigan during all seasons, although summer is
definitely the busiest time. Even then, the town
has a casual, laid back atmosphere. Friendly is
truly the word to describe it.
An impressive array of dining establishments
line the streets, from upscale to casual. For 85
years a corner store soda fountain has served
their specialty – hand-creamed sodas and malted
shakes. Yum!
Another group of visitors who come to the
Saugatuck area are wine enthusiasts. The Lake
Michigan Shore Wine Trail begins here and goes
southward to the state line. Excellent wineries
that rival those of California are favorite stops
for wine tasting along the trail.
Saugatuck is the perfect mini-vacation to take
right in our own state of Michigan when you
only have a couple of days to get away.

Aruba is a southern Carribean Island only a
stone’s throw away from South America. Settled
by the Dutch, it is a year around playground for
those who love water sports. With temperatures
almost constantly in the 80s and the waters
almost as warm, it is the perfect beach vacation.
The largest city, Oranjestad, is an almost daily
stop for cruise ships. The shopping area offers an
outstanding selection of duty-free shops where
super savings can be had on name-brand items
from clothing to jewelry.
But, when I am in Aruba, I head directly to
Palm Beach, where the high rise hotels are.
Miles and miles of white sand and coconut
palms are the home to hundreds of thatched
umbrellas, beach lounging chairs, water sports
of every kind imaginable – and of course, cool
glasses of pina coladas from the many beach
side bars. Ahh, heaven – I wish I was there now,
instead of enduring Michigan’s cold weather!
Editor’s note: The Travel Blog is a new feature
that has been added to ThumbPrint News,
beginning with this issue. Each issue will briefly
highlight three travel destinations – one in
the Thumb area of Michigan, one outside of
the Thumb area, but still in Michigan and one
outside of the state (it could be anywhere in the
world!). We are inviting our readers to submit
short articles (approximately 250 words) with
one picture of a favorite place you have visited
in your travels. Email them to thumprintnews@
comcast.net and you may see them in a future
issue of ThumbPrint News!

Page 22

March 2010

Save Up to 50%
on Our Cartridges
Our full line of inkjet and laser toner cartridges provides
high quality printing at low prices. Rapid Reﬁll can
save you up to 50% over the cost of brand name cartridges.

Our Environmental
Commitment

We Make
Ordering Easy

At Rapid Reﬁll, recycling is real. In fact, it is at
the very center of what we do and who we are.

We offer easy ways for you to order all your
printing needs, so you never have to worry
about running out of ink again. Plus our
available FREE Pick-up and
Delivery for businesses
allows you to receive
your cartridges
quickly.

The ﬁrst Rapid Reﬁll ™ store was founded on
the idea that we could turn used, empty inkjet
and laser toner cartridges into useable products
for our customers, all while saving them money.
This was a great idea then and an even better
idea today. While our business has certainly
grown to many new products and services and
stores spanning across the country, our belief
in recycling is still put to work every day.

Print Quality
That’s Guaranteed
We guarantee commercial customer satisfaction with
our products. If you ﬁnd an inkjet or toner cartridge
purchased from us is unsatisfactory, please call us to
return it for an exchange within the ﬁrst 30 days of use.

Each Rapid Reﬁll store collects used, empty
inkjet and laser toner cartridges, saving them
from reaching landﬁlls. Many cartridges that
aren’t returned to companies like Rapid Reﬁll
for recycling end up incinerated or placed in
landﬁlls around the world — destroying a
large amount of fully reuseable product and
negatively impacting our environment.
Recycling is more than a slogan; as part of our
mission to promote environmental responsibility
Rapid Reﬁll stores use recycled materials
wherever possible. Our product retail slat
wall is made from recycled wood products,
the countertops are made from crushed
sunﬂower seed shells, and we use recycled
paper whenever possible.

Fax in your order – Simply fax your order to
our store at 810.385.9269.
Email us your order – With our email order
form you can type in your order and email it to
jan.rapidrefill@att.net.
Order over the phone – Just pick up the
phone and dial 810.385.9266 to
place your order.

4179 24th Avenue • Ft. Gratiot, MI
810.385.9266
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St. Patrick’s Day Books for
Young and Old Alike
By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Irish in Michigan
by Seamus P.
and Eileen K.
Metress ISBN
#0870137646
Part of the
Discovering
the Peoples of
Michigan series, this paperback
book thoroughly investigates
the Irish immigrants who firmly
established themselves in many
different communities throughout
Michigan. Irish nationalism in both
Michigan and the United States
has been closely linked with the
labor movement in which Irish
Americans were among the earliest
organizers and leaders. Delving into
their oppressive historical roots,
the authors help the reader gain an
appreciation for these immigrants’
concern for socioeconomic status
and their influences on our state.
Suggested reading level is high
school to adult.

Patrick, Patron Saint of Ireland
by Tomie DePaola ISBN
#0823410773
Fact and fiction surround the
life of St. Patrick, the Patron Saint
of Ireland. In this charmingly
illustrated book, the true story of his
life is told, as well as the legends
attributed to him – including those
pertaining to the snakes and the
shamrock. DePaola shares his
reasons for writing the book at the
end of the story, giving insight into
how authors might come up with
ideas. Suggested reading level is
pre-school to grade five.

The St. Patrick’s Day Shillelagh by
Janet Nolan, Illustrated by Ben
Stahl ISBN #0807573442
Fergus and his family were immigrants to America during the time
of the Irish potato famine. Before
he left for his new country, he cut a
branch from a blackthorn tree so that
he could always have something by
which to remember his native land.
On the way to America, he whittled
the branch into a shillelagh. Every
year after that, Fergus would tell
his story on St. Patrick’s Day. As
years passed by, the stories and the
shillelagh was passed down to new
generations, who added their own
life experiences to the tale. Kayleigh,
a descendant of Fergus, becomes the
keeper of the shillelagh and the family story. Suggested reading level is
second to seventh grade.
Clever Tom and
the Leprechaun by
Linda Shute ISBN
#0590431706
Clever Tom Fitzpatrick thinks
his fortune is made when he captures a leprechaun. However, the
leprechaun gets Tom to release him
by showing Tom where his pot of
gold is hidden in a field of yellow
flowers. Tom marks the spot with a
red garter so he can return to dig up
the treasure. The leprechaun promises not to remove the garter. True
to his word, he does not, but when
Tom returns, he finds a field of red
gartered flowers so, of course, Tom
cannot find the treasure. Once again,
a mortal man has been tricked by a
leprechaun! Suggested reading level
is pre-school to grade three.
Editor’s note: “Suggested reading
level” means that persons in these
age ranges would be most likely to
enjoy reading the book or having
the book read to them.

Complete
Immediate
Cremation:

995

$

00

Urns Available
All Memorial and
Funeral Services Available
Alan R. Jowett, Owner and Manager

Funeral Home

and Cremation Service
1634 Lapeer Avenue at 17th Street
Port Huron, Michigan 48060

810.985.5123

Berville Lions Club 14th Annual

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Farm, Construction and Industrial Equipment

SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 2010
Sale Start 9:00 a.m.
TAKING CONSIGNMENTS NOW!!

FOR INFORMATION
Gordon (586) 784-8130 Evenings
Fax your list to: (586) 784-8130
E-mail list to:
lionsequipmentauction@hotmail.com
See Sale Bill at:
www.armada.net/bervillelions

ADVERTISING DEADLINE FOR
CONSIGNMENTS IS
FEBRUARY 12, 2010
Consignments Accepted at Sale Site
Wed., March 17 thru Fri., March 19
9 am til 5 pm

Berville Lions is a 501C3 non-profit organization

Algonac Lions

Annual Fisherman’s Frolic
Friday, April 16, 2010
$25 Per Guest
Includes Dinner and Open Bar

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets available at:
Prior Plumbing &
Blue Water Chiropractic
or any Lion’s member
www.algonaclions.org
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Help Wanted

Most Insurances Accepted

D

OWING / ST. CLAIR RIVERS
T
S
’
E
ID
Flatbed Towing
AVDamage
Free Wheel Lift Towing
Commercial Accounts Welcome
Four Locations To Serve You

St. Clair
Marine City
24 Hour Service
Algonac
Fair Haven/New Baltimore

A N C H O R B AY

CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY
10324 Dixie Highway Anchorville, MI 48023
Replacements of:
Custom Boat Covers
•Clear Vinyl
Enclosures & Camper Tops
•Zippers
Bimini Tops
Interior & Exterior Cushions •Snaps
Re-Sews
Open M-F 10:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m, Sat. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Closed Sunday

586.549.3034

Fax: 586.648.6639

The 2010 Home Improvement &
Landscaping Trade Show scheduled
for March 12, 13 and 14 at Foxfire
Farm, 8061 Marsh Road in Clay
Township has been cancelled.

Up to 25 words for only

E

EXPERIENCED FLORIST for highvolume floral shop open seven
days a week. Need to be able
to make funeral arrangements,
corsages, every day arrangements
and holiday pieces. Only highly
motivated individuals need apply.
Room to grow into a management
position. Foxfire Farm Floral
Shop, 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay Twp.
(810) 794-5108. Salary based on
experience and will be discussed
during interview process.
EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON
wanted for selling ads and
classifieds for ThumbPrint News.
Position requires both days on the
road and days in the office. Need
reliable transportation as person
that is hired will be using own
vehicle when on the road. Salary
and/or commission to be earned
will be discussed during interview
process. 8061½ Marsh Rd., Clay
Township. (810) 794-2300.
WANTED: NEWSPAPER BOYS
OR GIRLS, twelve years and
older with parent’s consent for
the city of Algonac and Marine
City doing walking routes for
monthly publications. For more
information call (810) 794-2300.
URGENT! WEIGHT LOSS/
NUTRITION COACHES NEEDED.
Training provided. Fun attitude
important! Contact Cheryl at
(586) 273-7841.

Add your business card to this page

(810) 329-3740
(810) 765-1114
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General

DO YOU DRIVE A VEHICLE
FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES?
ABC Home & Commercial Service Center
now performs all federally required annual
inspections on ALL types of vehicles and trailers.

Call us at 810.614.8038 to:

• Schedule your annual inspection
• Find out if the law requires your vehicle(s) to be inspected
• Schedule an inspection of a vehicle you are considering for
purchase (including non-commercial passenger vehicles)

TAXSLAYERS Professional Income
Tax Services. Call today for an
appointment. (810) 794-5678.
MI ON SITE AUCTIONS LLC. Home
& small business auctions/
liquidation. Call for a free
consultation. (586) 447-6545.
www.mionsiteauctionsllc.com
RIDING LESSONS AND HORSE
TRAINING. Michigan State
University trained. Please call
Dawn at (734) 790-0511.
WANTED: ANTIQUE
WOODBURNING PARLOR
STOVE. Also household and farm
antiques. Call (810) 656-8767.
WORLD WAR II JEEP PARTS
wanted. Willys MB and Ford
GPW. (810) 614-8038.

Misc. For Sale
YARD BROOM: Parker Arlington
Model AS8636. Like new. $175 or
best offer. Call (586) 946-0085.
1952 FORD PANEL TRUCK,
restorable project. $1200 or best
offer. (810) 614-8038.
EAT. PARTY. SHOP. Discover the
possibilities with Tastefully Simple.
Reorders, Parties, Recipes. Katie
Kodet, Independent Consultant.
(810) 824-8983. tastefullykatiek@
yahoo.com.
2001 FORD ESCORT ZX2.
Excellent condition, loaded: all
power, sun roof, 5 CD/AM/FM/
cassette plus SIRIUS radio. Brand
new winter tires, 35 MPG. $3900.
Located in Algonac. Call (248)
245-1016.
TREASURE CHEST AQUARIUM
STAND – holds up to 40 gallon,
high aquarium. 5’x4’. $150 or
best offer. (810) 765-1169.
SOLID OAK ANTIQUE DESK –
Child size. Good condition. $90.
(586) 321-1388.

Add your business card to this page

Our club provides a supportive and
positive learning environment in
which a member has the opportunity
to develop oral communication and
leadership skills. Interested? Please
be our guest. For details contact
Jim Tye at (586) 781-0680 or Diane
Bowden at (810) 278-0913.
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Thumb Area Activities & Events for February 2010
If you have an activity or event in April
that you would like listed in the April issue
of ThumbPrint News, please email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by March
10, 2010. There is no charge for the listing.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your
home town to attend any of these events,
please call ahead for any changes in dates or
times or for any cancellations.

Flint – March 11

“Ask the Lawyer” Community Seminar,
Flint Public Library, 1026 E. Kearsley St.,
6:00-7:30 p.m. Sponsored by the Genesee
County Bar Association, free legal advice
seminar. This month’s topic is “Rights When
Purchasing a Car: Used Car, Lemon Law and
Warranties.” Must pre-register by calling (810)
232-6000 or on-line at www.gcbalaw.org.

Flint – March 20

Babysitter’s Academy: A Two-Part Course,
Flint Public Library, 1026 E. Kearsley St., 2-5
p.m. Looking for a weekend job but you’re
not quite old enough to find work? How about
babysitting for your family and neighbors? The
Academy (for ages 12-16) will prepare you for
the task. In our comprehensive course you will
be fully certified in CPR and learn the rules
and joys of babysitting. Go to www.fpl.info.

Classes, 50976 Washington. Winter classes
are now being offered for preschoolers
through adults in many areas, including
cooking, music and movement, arts
and crafts, yoga, gymnastics, sports and
more. Call (586) 725-0291 or visit www.
cityofnewbaltimore.org/recreation.asp.

Ray Twp. – March 6, 7, 13, 14, 27, 28

Maple Sweetness, Wolcott Mill Metropark’s
Historic Center, 64162 Kunstman Road, 1:00
p.m and 3:00 p.m. each of the days. Learn
the basics of making maple syrup; from tree
identification and how to tap them, to boiling
down the sap into syrup. Dress for the weather
as part of the program will be outdoors. Prior
registration with payment of $3 per person is
required. Times do fill quickly, and walk-ins
might not have a spot. Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday programs during March are
available by appointment for school groups.
For additional information or to register,
please call the Historic Center at (800) 4773175 or (586) 749-5997.

Ray Twp. – March 20 & 21

Toddler’s Easter Egg Hunt, The Wolcott
Mill Metropark Historic Center, 64162 Kunstman
Road, at noon and 2:30 p.m. both days. Bring
your Easter basket and have your picture taken
with the Easter Bunny, hunt for colored eggs and
make a craft. For children ages one to four.
Limited space is available. Pre-registration
required. Tickets are $4 per child. To register
please call (800) 477-3175 or (586) 749-5997.

6-10 a.m. Live radio show with 1380
WPHM, win tickets to CelticFest Events.
Join us for breakfast and help to “Sash the
2010 Grand Marshal.”

Marine City – March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Bingo, Knights of Columbus Banquet and
Conference Center, 6385 King Road. 7:00
p.m. every Wednesday. Call (810) 765-5555
for more information.

Kimball – March 3

Betty Kearns Little Black Dress Cocktail
Party, Four Lakes Golf Club, 5810
Flinchbaugh Rd., 6:00-10:00 p.m. Advance
tickets only $25.00. Available at Kearns
Insurance Agency, (810) 987-3330. Includes
appetizers, entertainment and door prizes.
Cash bar. Proceeds benefit local breast
cancer programs.

Marysville – March 7

All You Can Eat Bacon, Egg and Pancake
Breakfast, Marysville Masonic Lodge, 1569
Michigan Ave., 8:00 a.m.-noon. Adults are
$5.00, children four and under are free. Call
(586) 907-7125 for more information.

Port Huron – March 12

St. Paddy’s Parade Party, Port Huron
Yacht Club, 212 Quay St., 7:00 p.m. Come
on out to honor the 2010 St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand Marshal. Tickets are $15.00
each. Public is welcome. Entertainment is by
the Strathroy Legion Pipe Band and Celtic
Cross.

Kimball – March 13
Bad Axe – March 13

Hatchet Fest Dueling Pianos, Franklin Inn,
1060 E. Huron Ave., 7:00 p.m. $30.00 per couple
or $20.00 per person. Tickets are available at
many local businesses. Noel Leaman is a Saginaw native who has toured with Marvellettes,
Sharrie Williams and other famous artists and has
opened for Kid Rock. All proceeds benefit the
Bad Axe Hatchet Festival. Call (989)269-2630.

Port Hope – March 14

Spring Fling, Port Hope Village Fire Hall.
Call (989) 428-3200.

Harbor Beach – March 27

Easter Egg Hunt, downtown area, all day.
Kids hunt for candy filled eggs and prizes. Call
Jennifer Kerry at (989) 479-6959.

Imlay City - March 30

Greeting Card Workshop, Goodland Branch
Library, 2370 N. Van Dyke, 6-8 p.m. Please join
our monthly workshops! Learn unusual techniques
as you create stunning greeting cards. Stop in to see
samples of the amazing designs. Fee, payable to the
instructor, covers cost of supplies, envelopes, and
embellishments. Bring your scissors, paper trimmer,
hole punch and adhesive, if you have any. Preregistration is required. Call (810)724-1970.

New Baltimore – Month of March
New Baltimore Recreation Center

Milford – March 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28

Maple’s Sweet Story, Kensington
Metropark’s Farm Center, 2240 W. Buno
Road. Visit the “sugarbush” to see how
maple trees are tapped and the sap is
collected. Then stop by the “sugar shack”
and see the sap boiled down into maple
syrup. This is a continuous demonstration.
There is no fee for this program, however,
a vehicle entry permit is required to enter
Kensington Metropark and is only $25
annually for regular admission, $15 annually
for seniors, or $5 daily. Call (800) 477-2757.

Novi – March 11-14

Spring Boating Show, Rock Financial
Showplace, 46100 Grand River. Hundreds
of new 2010 and new overstocked noncurrent model boats, motors and trailers
– priced to sell! More than 100 exhibitors
under one roof, showing boats for skiing,
fishing and cruising, up to 27 feet in length.
Plus, personal watercrafts, electronics,
accessories, dockage, hoists and much, much
more! Plus this is “the time-to-buy show”
with bargain prices, low interest rates and
financing on the spot. Thursday and Friday
2:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.9:00 p.m. and Sunday 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
$10.00 for adults, children under 12 free
with an adult. Call (734)261-0123.

Port Huron – March 2

CelticFest Kick-off, Breakfast with the
Irish, Black River Café, 213 Huron Ave.,

Annual Art and Craft Show, Knights of
Columbus Hall, 4521 Ravenswood, 10:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. A bake sale and used book
sale will also take place. Profits from the
show are used primarily for local charities.
For more information about attending or
setting up as a vendor, contact Charlotte at
(810) 364-6547 or Marge at (810) 364-5064.

Port Huron – March 13

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, starting at
Pine Grove Park and continuing through
downtown, 12:00 p.m. Shop, dine, and
celebrate, led by the famous Strathroy
Legion Pipe Band. Sponsored by the IrishAmerican Club of St. Clair County and the
March of Dimes.

Emmett – March 14

St. Patrick’s Banquet, Father Sirianni Parish
Center, 3298 Kinney Road, 2:00 p.m. Tickets
are $13.00 through March 12 and $15.00 after
or at the door. Entertainment by Cliff Erickson.
Tickets are available at the Emmett Hardware.
Call (810) 304-2170 for information.

Marine City – March 17

Concert by the River Strings of St. Clair
Co., Washington Life Center, 403 N. Mary
St., 10:30-11:30 a.m. Concert will feature
mountain dulcimers and guitars playing Irish
music, favorite sing-alongs and down home
selection. Free! Call (810) 765-3423.

Marine City – March 18

Concert by the Port Huron Music Center’s
New Horizons Band and Brass Choir,
Washington Life Center, 403 N. Mary St.,
6:30-7:30 p.m. The concert will feature
classical, marches, selections from musicals
and Irish music. Donations accepted. Open
to all ages. Refreshments will be served.
Call (810) 765-3523.

Algonac – March 27

Spring Open House and Chick Day,
Foxfire Farm, 8061 Marsh Road, 9:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m. A great day to see all of the
wonderful new spring and garden items that
will be available, pick up a potted Easter
lily or flowering plant, talk to the florists
about creating a special Easter arrangement
or centerpiece for your holiday table and
receive savings from 10%-75% off items
in EVERY DEPARTMENT! The open
house is being combined with Chick Day,
where customers can pick up baby chicks,
ducks and other poultry that were ordered
in advance. A few may be available for
purchase that day, but to be sure that you get
the birds that you want, call (810) 794-5108
by March 10 to pre-order.

Marine City – March 28

Breakfast Buffet, Knights of Columbus
Banquet and Conference Center, 6385 King
Road. 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Eggs, pancakes,
French toast, ham, sausage, biscuits and
gravy. All You Can Eat for $6. Last Sunday
of every month. Call (810) 765-5555 for
more information.

Peck – March 7

Monthly Country Breakfast, St. John
Church, 5335 S. Sandusky Road, 8:00-11:30
a.m. This is an all you can eat breakfast.
$6 for adults, $4 for 12 and under, five and
under free with a special family pricing of
$20. Call Bob at (810) 378-5977.

Croswell – March 13

Croswell-Lexington Eagles Hypnosis
Dinner Show, Croswell American Legion,
97 West Harrington Road, 6:00-9:30 p.m.
Master hypnotist Jack Fraylick provides a
fun unique comedy hypnosis stage show.
Dinner is included, cash bar. Tickets are
$25.00 in advance or $30.00 at the door. For
reservations call Debi at (810) 378-5455 or
Dan at (810) 378-5134.

Marlette – March 13

Heaven Sent Community Ministries Annual
Dinner and Auction, First Methodist Church,
3155 Main Street. Call (989) 635-2075.

Peck – March 13

St. Patrick’s Day Irish Beef Stew Dinner,
St. John Church, 5335 S. Sandusky Road,
4:00-7:00 p.m. Menu consists of beef stew,
coleslaw, biscuits and homemade desserts.
$7 for adults, $4 for 12 and under, five and
under free with a special family pricing of
$25. Call Bob at (810) 378-5977.

Caro – March 15

Deadline for Student Poetry Contest, Caro
Area District Library, 840 W. Frank St. The
library is sponsoring a poetry contest open to
6th through 12th grades including those that
are home schooled. There is no entry fee. Go
to the library website http://main.carolibrary.
org for contest rules or call (989) 673-4329.
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Where Has Your ThumbPrint News Been?
Two issues ago, we started
another new contest called “Where
Has Your ThumbPrint News Been?”
The first winner was Geri Muthler
of Geri’s Gifts in New Baltimore
who showed us her unique way of
displaying our newspaper before she
gives them out as free “gifts” to her
customers. Last month brought us
a real surprise when an unidentified
reader sent a copy to the Jay Leno
Show and one of the ads inside
(for ABC Home and Commercial
Services’ Septic Division) ended up
as the focus of one of Jay’s jokes on
national television!
This month a reader sent us this
photo of where his ThumbPrint
News has been:
Our reader took our newspaper
on vacation to the Caribbean island
of Bonaire and shared it with the
owners of Windsurf Place Beach
and Bar, where world champion
windsurfers come from all over
the world to enjoy one of the best
windsurfing beaches anywhere.
If you are a reader of ThumbPrint

Wordsearch

News and have taken
our newspaper with
you on a vacation or to
an unusual place – or
have done something
unique with it, you
may submit an email
and photo to us. (The
photo should be in
jpeg format.) Please
tell us a little about
the photo and include
your name, address
and phone number in
case we have further
questions.
At the end of 2010,
our staff will choose
the grand prize winner
to receive a wonderful
prize from ThumbPrint
News – and, if you are
a business, we will do
a feature story on your
business for FREE
in the January 2011
edition!

8287 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI

586.725.5602

Bring this Ad in for

Off

Your $30 Food Bill
Owners of the Windsurf Place Beach and Bar on the Caribbean
Island of Bonaire with thier copy of ThumbPrint News.

Windsurf Place Beach on Bonaire.

St. Patrick’s Day Word Search
ACCORDION
BAGPIPES
BEER
BLARNEY
CABBAGE
CASTLE
CELTIC
CROSS
FAMINE
GAELIC
GOLD
GREEN
HARP
IRELAND
JIG
LEPRECHAUN
LUCK
PARADE
PATRICK
POTATOES
RAINBOW
SHAMROCK
SHILLELAGH

expires 3/31/10

Best Food & View In Town!
Live Entertainment on Fridays!
New Dinner Specials Every
Weekend!
Smiths Creek
American Legion
Post 525
Wednesday, March 17, 4:30-7:00 p.m.
St. Patty’s Day Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
Dinner includes red potatoes, tossed salad, rolls, desserts,
coffee and tea. Adults are $7. Children under 14 are $5.

Every Friday during Lent (ends April 2)
All You Can Eat Fish Dinner - 4:30-7:00 p.m.
Dinner includes baked or deep fried Alaskan Pollack,
baked potato, cole slaw or tossed salad, rolls, desserts,
coffee and tea. $6.50 for adults.
Smiths Creek Legion Post #525
7150 Smiths Creek Road
Smiths Creek, MI 48074 (810) 367-6351
For hall rentals call (810) 367-3446

Irish
Proverbs
{ Man is incomplete until he
marries. After that, he is finished.
{ Beware of the anger of a patient man.
{ Don’t break your shin on a stool
that is not in your way.
{ Drink is the curse of the land. It
makes you fight with
your neighbor. It
makes you shoot at
your landlord and it
makes you miss him.
{ It’s often a person’s
mouth that breaks
his nose.
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What Happened for the first time On This Day in History?
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

March

1. On this day in 1962, the first
K-Mart opened.

2. On this day in
1923, the first issue
of Time magazine
debuted.

9.
On this day in 1961, the first
18.
On this day in 1834, the
28.
On this day in 1891,
animal returned from space, a dog
first railroad tunnel in the U.S. was
the first world weightlifting
named Blackie aboard Sputnik 9.

completed – in Pennsylvania.

10.
On this day in
1876, the first telephone

19.
On this day in 1831, the first 29. On this day in 1638, the
U.S. bank robbery took place – at
first permanent white settlement

call was made – from
Alexander Graham Bell
to Thomas Watson.

championship was held.

City Bank, New York. The take was
$245,000.

20.
On this day in 1886, the
11.
On this day in 1702, the first
first AC power plant in the U.S.
English daily newspaper, Daily
began commercial operation – in
Courant, was published.

On this day in 1945, New
3. On this day in 1842, the first 12.
York became the first state to

Massachusetts.

21.
On this day
in 1917, Loretta

prohibit discrimination by race and
creed in employment.

Washington D.C. – Thomas Jefferson.

13.
On this day in 1918, the first
NHL championship was won by
22.
On this day in 1954,
the Mont Canadiens, who beat the
the first shopping mall opened in

5.
On this day in 1907, the
first radio broadcast of a musical
composition aired.

6.
On this day in 1998, the
British flag was flown for the first
time over Buckingham Palace.

7.
On this day in 1959, M.C.
Garlow became the first aviator to
fly a million miles in a jet.

8.
On this day in 1855, the
first train crossed the U.S. railway

suspension bridge at Niagara Falls.

Toronto Arenas, outscoring them
10-7 in a two game set.

15.
On this day in 1827, the
Freedom’s Journal, the first Black

24.
On this day in 1898, the
first automobile was sold.
25.
On this day in 1668, the
first horse race in America took

newspaper, was published.

G. Pierson for a riveting machine.

place.

Ole Opry House at Opryland in
Nashville was held.

manufactured the first commercial
motion picture film.

17.
On this day in
1762, the first St. Patrick’s

27.
On this day in 1914, the
first successful blood transfusion

Join our Weight Loss Challenge so YOU can

Lose Weight & Gain $$

12 week class for
$39.00*

*Registration money is paid out in cash &
prizes to the winners. With $10 contribution to
gofitkids.org. Specific rules will be in place to
keep everyone consistent.

effect for the first time in the U.S.

16.
On this day in 1974, the
26.
On this day in 1885,
first performance at the new Grand
the Eastman Film Company

Be Anchor Bay's Biggest Loser

Your Personal Coach
FREE Nutrition Information
Group Support
Lots of FUN!

Earhart became
the first woman to
fly solo cross the
Atlantic.

Southfield, Michigan.

23.
On this day in 1794, the
first U.S. patent was given to Joseph

Day parade in New York
City took place.

•
•
•
•

Walsh became the
first female U.S. Navy
Petty Officer.

14.
On this
day in 1743, the

first American town
meeting was held – in
Boston’s Faneuil Hall.

30.
On this
day in 1932, Amelia
31.
On this day in 1918,
Daylight Saving Time went into

U.S. child labor law regulating
working hours was passed.

4.
On this day in 1801, the
first president was inaugurated in

took place – in Delaware (Swedish
Lutherans).

916 Pounds Lost!
Starting Tuesday, March 2nd
Anchor Bay Sports Facility in Chesterfield, MI
To Pre-Register Call Cheryl @ (586) 273-7841

Anchor Bay Sports Facility neither endorses nor is affiliated in any manner with the meeting sponsor.

was performed – in Brussels,
Belgium.
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Thursday, April 15 • 7-10 p.m.

15 Per Person

$

if purchased by April 12. $25 at the door.
Wear your
Hawaiian shirts &
flip flops!

Mix, Mingle,
enjoy hors
d’oeuvres &
refreshments!

Chamber &
Non-Chamber
Members
Welcome!

This special event is for adults only. It will be held poolside in the 9500 sq. ft. log home of Al and Diane Kodet.
Tickets can be purchased at Foxfire Farm Country Store at 8061 Marsh Road in Clay Township or by phone using
any major credit card. Parking will be at Foxfire Farm and you will be shuttled to the event. To order tickets, call
(810) 794-2300 and ask for Nancy or Diane.
This is a great opportunity to promote your business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards, brochures, etc.
to pass out.

Change Your Looks, Change Your Life
Dr. B.J. Shah,
along with the
staff at Ageless
Spa Medica,
is dedicated
to make you
look and feel
years younger.
Always looking for new products
and technology to help her
patients look and feel better about
themselves, Dr. Shah offers free
consultations, skin analysis, and
chemical peel to all new patients.
Photo Facials are just one of the

ways that you can look and feel your
best – repairing the affects of sun
damage and wrinkles and leaving
you with a younger, enhanced glow.
Radio Frequency is a treatment that
helps melt away unwanted cellulite
and makes your skin tighter and
smoother without the pain and down
time of Liposuction. For a limited
time you can buy one area and get
the second area for free.
Dr. Shah is devoted to making
all her patients look and feel their
best. The Spa offers an array
of treatments and products not

only for anti-aging but for breast
augmentations, hair removal,
acne treatments, weight loss and
more. Improving your self esteem
and overall well-being not only
eliminates stress – but adds years to
your life. What a great way to treat
yourself! Dr. Shah has also created a
Wedding Spa to treat the bridal party
before the big day.
A new Ageless Spa Medica
Center is now open in Chesterfield
Township and is your opportunity to
experience Dr. Shah’s expertise first
hand. Dr. Shah has over 30 years of
experience specializing in women’s
health concerns as a Board certified

OB/GYN. Realizing the importance
of a woman’s self-esteem, Dr. Shah
expanded her services to help women
cosmetically. She had been highly
recognized for providing minimal
invasive body and facial contouring
services and has trained with Dr.
Matlock, as seen on the popular
television show Doctor 90210.
Ageless Spa Medica has two locations
to serve you; 29187 Ryan Road in
Warren, call 586-574-2191 and their
new location at 33101 23 Mile Road in
Chesterfield. Call 586-330-8010 or visit
www.agelessspamedica.com for more
information. See their ad on page 1.
ADVERTORIAL
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ThumbPrint News Contest
Each month,
ThumbPrint News
will be printing a
photo of an object
or a place for our
readers to identify.
If you think you
know the answer,
email us at
thumbprintnews@
comcast.net and
put “Contest” in
the subject line. All
correct answers
received by the
15th of the month
will be entered
into a drawing
for a $25.00 gift
certificate to
Foxfire Farm
Country Store at 8061 Marsh
Road in Clay Township. The winner
will be announced in the April
edition as well as information about
the object. The photo above is of
last month’s object. The winner is
Marlane Gardner of Marine City

who correctly identified theses item
as tools for making nets. They came
with the pictured Netcraft 1940’s
instruction guide.
This month we are asking
the question, “What is it?”
Identify the object(s) in the
photo below. Send an email
to thumbprintnews@comcast.
net if you think you know what
this object is. Be sure to include
your name, address and phone
number in case you are the winner
of the random drawing for a
gift certificate to Foxfire Farm
Country Store. Good luck!

EstatE Planning & PrEsErvation

1-888-655-7879

Looking for a safe, guaranteed rate?
Call Jeff Kodet today.Your concerns
are his concerns. Let Jeff help you
reach your retirement goals with
honesty and integrity.
Estate Planning & Preservation, Inc.
Jeff Kodet
1-888-655-7879

www.estateplanningandpreservation.com

March 2010

Page 31

Why Is Isabella So Happy?
By Gwyn Atkinson-Lewis
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Isabella Martin is 10 years old.
She was adopted by a loving
family – a mom and dad who live
in Cordova, Tennessee, along with
her maternal Grandmother. Isabella
has moderate nerve loss with good
speech recognition in her right ear,
and profound nerve loss and poor
speech recognition in her left ear.
Isabella’s dad learned about Quota
Club’s Sound Beginnings Program
through Quota International in
Washington, D.C. The Sound
Beginnings Program is a partnership
between Quota International

and Siemens Corporation which
provides FREE state of the art
hearing aids to children diagnosed
with hearing loss. The program is
available to children up to age 18.
When Quota International notified
the Port Huron Quota Club of
Isabella’s needs, and there being
no Quota Club in Isabella’s area,
Quota Club of Port Huron resolved
to partner with the Martin family to
fulfill Isabella’s need.
Sound Beginnings committee
chair Cynthia S. Platzer submitted
a grant application in September,
2009, and by December, 2009,
Isabella had her new hearing aids.

Quota Port Huron will continue the
family partnership for one full year,
including paying all of the costs of
fittings, moldings, appointments
with her audiologist, hearing aid
batteries and even mileage to and
from her appointments.
Isabella is one happy little girl.
“The Quota Club has been a
tremendous help and blessing to our
family. Since we recently adopted
Isabella, there were a lot expenses
to incur and this hearing aid grant
has been one less expense,” said
Isabella’s dad, Scott Martin. “We
anticipate a better level of hearing
for Isabella so she can make even
better grades in school and not fall
behind any more for her age. The
family is seeing an increased rate of

hearing comprehension, also.”
“We are delighted to be able
to help those in need,” said Judge
Cynthia S. Platzer. “Hearing plays
such a fundamental part in a child’s
development. Where a family has
little or no insurance available
to cover hearing aid costs and
expenses, the technology and help
is available for the asking. No child
should have to be without.”
The 2010 Sound Beginnings
grant cycle is now open. Under new
program guidelines, free hearing
aids are available to persons dealing
with hearing loss from birth up to
age 23. To secure an application
or to receive further information,
please contact Judge Cynthia S.
Platzer at (810) 985-2083.

Individual Retirement
Accounts (IRAs)
By Cindy Redmann
Tax Consultant

You have until April 15,
2010 to make contributions
for your 2009 IRA. The
contribution limit is the lesser
of $5,000 or your earned
wages. For taxpayers age 50 or
older an additional catch-up contribution of $1,000
is allowed.
Traditional IRA contributions can be deducted (if
qualified) on your income tax return. Certain income
guidelines apply if you have an employer retirement
plan. So if you are in the 25% income tax bracket
and you contribute $2,000, you would save $500 in
federal income tax and $87 in Michigan tax.
Distributions from Traditional IRA’s are taxed
when you receive them. When you reach age 70½
you are required to make minimum distributions
(RMD). The penalty for failing to make your RMD
is a hefty 50% of the RMD. If you take money out
of your Traditional IRA before age 59½, you not
only pay taxes on it, but pay a 10% penalty also.
There are some exceptions to the penalty rule.
Roth IRA contributions are not tax deductible.
Distributions from a Roth IRA are tax-free. Earnings
on a Roth IRA are free of tax after a 5-year holding
period. There is no 10% penalty on distributions
before age 59½. You don’t have to make RMD by
age 70½.
A Roth IRA could be a nifty savings tool for
buying a house or for college expenses. Should
an emergency come up, you can withdraw your
contributions tax free to pay for that broken furnace
or truck. All tax and financial matters are very
important, so keep accurate and detailed records.
Call ABC Taxslayers toll free at (877) 7945678 with any of your concerns or to schedule an
appointment.

TaxSlayers

PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX SERVICES
Including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Home Ownership
Home Foreclosure
Health Care Expenses
Retirement Income
Small Business
Military
Stock Options
Self-employed

Call today
for an
appointment!

810.794.5678
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township
Business Hours:
Monday, Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday, Friday 12 p.m.-8 p.m.
Sat. 12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Other appointment times available.
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Goodells is Home to Michigan’s Largest Indoor Archery Range
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Archery is one of the oldest arts
or sports known to man. From
its early development in ancient
times until the 1500s, the bow and
arrow were used more extensively
than any other weapon throughout
history. Debbie Post of Full Quiver
& More in Goodells, Michigan is
determined to keep archery in the
forefront of sports that the whole
family can enjoy together.
Debbie opened Full Quiver &
More in 2006, taking the name from
the previous owner and adding the
words “& More.” It is the largest
indoor archery range in Michigan,
with an area 90′x200′ with a 27′
peak. The range can provide up to
a 65 yard shot and uses a mix of
Rinehart and McKenzie targets.
There are courses with appropriate
yardage for youth, hunters,
advanced hunters and open-class
shooters.

Debbie encourages families to
come by offering a kid’s play room,
a bar, a large-screen TV and a sitting
area with a cozy fireplace to warm
up in front of on cold days. Leagues
are also set up for those who are
interested in the competitive side of
the sport.
Full Quiver & More also has an
outdoor range that opens in May.
Spread out over 89 acres of land, it
is a 30 target 3-D course winding
through old orchards, woods and
along a stream. As Debbie says,
“The outdoors can’t help but relax
you! Often a sighting of real deer or
turkey are a surprising but welcome
occurance.”
The use of the bow and arrow first
appeared in Egyptian artwork and
has been reported in folklore 5,500
years ago, although its invention
most likely dates back to the Stone
Age, as the first stone arrowheads
were discovered in Africa dating
from 50,000 B.C.

Indoor archery range at Full Quiver & More.

Originally used for hunting and
later for warfare, the bow and arrow
were crude by today’s standards.
The first composite bow appeared

around 2,800 B.C. The Egyptians
further developed this type of bow.
It was made from wood, tipped
with animal horn and held together

Pro Shop

Full Service Pro Shop. Buy a bow or
cross bow, have it set up and tuned in
by our bow tech. Jobs, big or small, we
do them all. Arrows fletching or a loop
tied, maybe just an accessory to buy.
Let us help.

The Range

Full Quiver Archery has the largest
indoor archery range in Michigan.
90'x200' with a 27' peak. Our range can
provide up to a 65 yard shot and uses a
mix of Rinehart and McKenize targets.
Courses are appropriate yardage for
youth, hunters, advanced hunter and
open-class shooters.
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Full Quiver & More offers a relaxing sitting area for the whole family to enjoy.

with animal sinew and glue. The
bowstrings were made from sheep
intestines. The arrows that were
used with this bow were extremely
light. The Egyptians used highly
trained units of archers on the back
of light chariots who could shoot
about 400 yards. They could quickly
devastate an enemy army as the
armor of the day was no protection
against these arrows.
There are references to archers
in many different stories, plays and
legends throughout history. One of
the most famous was Robin Hood.
He was a hero in English folklore
starting in medieval times and was

allegedly a highly skilled archer. He
was known particularly for “robbing
from the rich and giving to the poor,”
assisted by a group of fellow outlaws
called his “Merry Men.” In modern
times the stories have continued in
literature, films and television series.
Some sources say that there was a
real Robin Hood, but most maintain
that he was a legend.
Unlike Robin Hood, the stories of
William Tell, another famous archer,
are based on fact. William was
actually a real expert crossbowman.
In 1307 A.D., he refused to bow
towards a hat placed on a pole
as a sign of imperial power. As

punishment, he was ordered by an
official to shoot an apple off his
son’s head. Fortunately for his son,
his skill allowed him to succeed at
the task. (The story also says that
William had an extra crossbow bolt
hidden behind his belt in case he
failed and killed his son. Then he
would have quickly reloaded and
shot the official!)
In the Americas, archery played
an important part in the cultural
development of the continents long
before the Europeans arrived. The
Native Americans became very
proficient with both the wooden
bow and later the composite. It
became such an important tool
to them that it was regarded as
a symbol of magic, power and
prowess. The Eskimos used a bow
constructed out of a spruce tree and
sinew, which was used for hunting,
as well as warfare.
The beginning of archery as a sport
in the United States is credited to the
United Bowmen, a group formed by
a group of Philadelphia gentlemen in
1828, a club that is still in existence
today. In 1879 as the sport became
more widely accepted, the National
Archery Association began.
Archery was first made a part
of the Olympics in 1900 in Paris,
France, and continued in 1904,
1908 and 1920. However, as part of
the early Olympics, it was not very
popular. Another complication was

it became chaotic because of each
country’s different rules and formats.
Eventually it was discontinued as an
Olympic sport.
It was not until 1972 that archery
was reinstated in the Olympics for
both men and women. The type
of archery that is done is target
archery and it is now supervised
and regulated by the National
Archery Association. Finally, in
1984 during the Los Angeles games,
the stands were completely packed
with spectators. The ultimate key
to insuring archery’s continued
inclusion in the Olympic games was
when, in 1992, Antonio Rebello
of the Spanish team shot a flaming
arrow to ignite the Olympic torch
during the opening ceremony.
Today, a renewed interest is
taking place in the sport of archery.
Scientists and bow makers interested
in the physics behind archery have
taken the design and manufacturing
of bows to all new levels.
Debbie, with the opening of
Full Quiver & More, hopes to
continue to provide a familyfriendly atmosphere where those
from children through seniors can
enjoy the sport of archery for many
years to come. A full service pro
shop on the location carries all of
the newest Alpine Bow line and
archery accessories and can assist
with any servicing needs on archery
equipment.
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Pieces of Algonac/Clay Township History – The Pink Lady
Submitted by The Algonac/Clay Township Historical Society

In February’s edition of
ThumbPrint News, we wrote an
article about the Cuthbertson
Family of Algonac, who have long
been associated with the history of
ship building in our area. Andrew
Cuthbertson was one of the builders
of the Santa Maria II, which was the
subject of that article.
Margaret Cuthbertson Mackie,
a daughter of Andrew, grew up in
Algonac with not only her father,
but also her brother as a boat builder
and five other brothers working in
the boat building industry. Later on
in life her husband and her three
sons were all employed in waterrelated industries. Ships and boats
have always been an integral part of
her life – none more so than in her
retirement years as she has spent

Margaret Cuthbertson Mackie in 1999 on the
porch of The Pink Lady.

every summer since 1994 living on
a houseboat, The Pink Lady.
After Margaret retired, she wanted
to move from the home she lived
in to a smaller one. Her son and
daughter-in-law, John and Sue
Mackey secretly designed and drew
up plans for a houseboat. They then
presented to Margaret the idea of
her living on it as the smaller home
that she wanted. She thought it was
the perfect idea.
Margaret’s son, John, worked in
the marine steel business and built a
steel barge for the foundation of the
home. The living area of the home
was built to be 40 feet long by 16
feet wide, with an additional four
feet allotted to a covered porch. All
the comforts of home were added,
including hot and cold running water and electric heat, a cupola on the
roof that lights up the fully-equipped
kitchen, a walk-in closet, a spacious
living room, windows that open
electronically and a ten foot high
arched ceiling. None of the interior
walls reach the ceiling, so the openings allow air to move throughout
the houseboat freely, keeping it
cooler in the hot summer months.
When completed, it was given
vinyl siding in two shades of pink
and was moored at Mackie Marine,
which is owned by another son and
daughter-in-law of Margaret. The
houseboat does not have an engine
so it would need to be towed if it
were ever to be moved to a different
location.

The Pink Lady, a 40′ long houseboat built on the foundation of a steel barge.

Margaret is now in her 90s and
spends her winters in Florida, but
still comes back every summer to
spend time on her beloved Pink
Lady, as it was named. She loves
the peace and quiet of living on the
water and plans on continuing to do
so each year as long as she can.

The fully-equipped kitchen of The Pink Lady.

Flavorize™ Your Crust for FREE
8 Tasty Crusts To Choose From
• Romano • Garlic • Butter • Turbo • Poppy Seed
• Shredded Parmesan • Cajun • Sesame Seed

JetsPizza.com
St. Clair

Marine City

810.329.4950

810.765.0760

S. Riverside & Oakland

515 S. Parker

Editor’s note: The Algonac/
Clay Township Historical Society
Museum is located at 1240 St. Clair
River Drive in Algonac. Although
closed for the winter, tours can
be arranged by appointment by
calling (810) 794-3460 or (810)
794-9015. The museum reopens in
March and will be open from 1:00
p.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays. ThumbPrint News
invites other historical societies
in the counties covered by this
newspaper to submit articles of
interest in regards to the history of
towns and people in their area’s past
for consideration for publication
in future editions. It is the editor’s
goal to eventually have a monthly
columnist from each of the
counties. If interested, please email
thumbprintnews@comcast.net or
call (810) 794-2300.

Expires 4/1/10. St. Clair and Marine City locations only. Must
present coupon. Prices subject to change without notice.

Cinnamon Stix

12 Pieces of Freshly Baked Bread
Topped with Cinnamon and Vanilla Icing

Regular Price $3.29
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Foxfire Farm Country Store
& Floral Shop Invites You To
Spring
Open
House &
Chick Day!

Ev
en
ts
at

March 2010

2011 St. Clair River Drive
Algonac, MI 48001
810.794.4471

March 27 • 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
8061 Marsh Road, Clay Twp.
(810) 794-5108
A great day to see all of the wonderful new spring and
garden items that will be available, pick up a potted
Easter lily or flowering plant, talk to the florists about
creating a special Easter arrangement or centerpiece
for your holiday table and receive savings from 10%
to 75% off items in EVERY DEPARTMENT! The open
house is being combined with Chick Day, where
customers can pick up baby chicks, ducks and other
poultry that were ordered in advance. A few may be
available for purchase that day, but to be sure that you
get the birds that you want, call (810) 794-5108 by
March 10 to pre-order.

Algonac-Clay
Library

Book Sale!
March 11-13
Gently used or new books
accepted March 1-8.

Cat In The Hat!
Meet the famous Dr. Seuss
character Tuesday, March 23
at 6:00 p.m. Registration
recommended. Ages 3-10.
Music, stories, prizes and more!

Bud’s Garage & Auto Morturary
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Sat. 9-1
Closed Sunday

Damage Free
Wheel Lift

Bud’s
Garage

20

9436 Nook Road • Algonac, MI 48001
Phone (810) 794-3741 • Night (810) 974-4581
We Buy Scrap Cars

And Every Metal In Between! We Buy Household Scrap

Producers of Quality Maple Syrup
Personalize our syrup containers for your clients, personnel,
friends & family. A perfect way for you or your business to
be remembered! Makes great gifts for weddings, baby & bridal
showers & many other special occasions. Our syrup makes a
great gift as it is an all natural food!

Gerald Nelson

1189 N. Blacks Corner Road
Imlay City, MI

810.724.0004 • 810.656.4078 • www.nelsonmapleproducts.com

Pilot House & River Grille
3136 Military, Port Huron • Great View • Great Food
Open All Year Round! Reservations Recommended.
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. • Friday & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. • Sun. Noon -8 p.m.

MON. - Fresh White Fish, Pot. & Veg................................. $10.95
TUES. - All You Can Eat Spaghetti ....................................... $10.95
WED. - Prime Rib - 8 Oz. ........................................................ $10.95
THURS. - Roast Tenderloin .................................................... $10.95
FRI. & SAT. - Prime Rib - 12 Oz. .......................................... $16.95
SUN. - Roast Turkey & Stuffing ............................................ $10.95
Prime Rib - 8 Oz. ......................................................... $10.95

St. rick’s
Pat ay
D ial!
Spec

Lamb Stew or $ 95
Corned Beef & 10
Cabbage
Offer good

Happy Hour 2-6 • Longnecks $2 • Draft Beer $1.25

810.966.8449

• Decorative Glass for Great Gifts!
• Volume Size Containers for the
Connoisseur
• Personalized Gift Ideas for All
Occcasions
• Families & Groups Welcome
• Call Ahead for Our Schedule
(weather permitting)

Easter is April 4.

Make your reservations now for our Easter Brunch & Buffett

March 17, 2010
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