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A

round the middle of the 19th century,
many of Detroit’s prominent landowners
began sectioning off their properties in the city
and selling lots to friends and family. One of the
most exclusive areas in the city at this time was on
Woodward Avenue, which held some of Detroit’s
most extravagant homes, one of which belonged to
Colonel Hecker.
Frank J. Hecker was born in Freedom, Michigan,
near Ann Arbor, on July 9, 1846. When he was a
teenager, his family moved to St. Louis and when
Frank turned 18 years old, he joined Company K
of the 41st Missouri Infantry. Serving from 18641866, he worked in the Department of Missouri
Headquarters as a clerk under Grenville M. Dodge.
Once his work as a clerk was completed, Hecker was
employed by the Union Pacific Railroad for the next

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Historic picture of Hecker mansion
(contributed by Detroit Public Library Digital Collection)
See DETROIT'S GEM Page 12

America’s Worst Nautical Disaster

Ad sizes and prices vary. If you'd like
more information, call (810) 794-2300
and we will direct you to the person
best suited to discuss with you how your
advertisment could be seen throughout
the Thumb area of Michigan.
Check out our classified section on page 17.
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Insurance Since 1929
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Forgotten through Time

T

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

he spring of 1865 was a hectic time in the United States, to say
the least. As the gruesome Civil War was coming to an end,
men who had been fighting were now returning home, and severely
malnourished prisoners of war were free from confinement for the first
time since they were captured.
While many ship owners were hired by the government to deliver
soldiers to the areas they were needed, now that the four-year struggle
was over, more vessels were needed to return them home. Due to the fact that
just in terms of POWs, there were 400,000 soldiers imprisoned between the North

See NAUTICAL Page 6
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WHAT DOES RESPECT MEAN?

According to one online dictionary, one meaning is “a feeling of deep admiration for someone or something elicited by
their abilities, qualities or achievements.” Another meaning offered on the same site is “due regard for the feelings, wishes,
rights or traditions of others.”
A saying I have often heard people use is that you have to earn respect. That saying is attributed to several different people
– each with a little different verbiage – but meaning the same thing. I would like to challenge that notion by saying that I
believe everyone should be given respect, with no conditions attached.
I got thinking about this the other day when I was helping my son out at our restaurant when one of the waitresses had called
in sick. It was a slow winter day when the weatherman was predicting driving conditions to deteriorate the rest of the day
due to a storm coming in, so I was the only one working in the front of the house. There were two cooks in the back prepping
ThumbPrint News is a monthly
food for later and that was more than enough for taking care of any customers who may have chosen to venture out on such
publication provided free to our readers
a cold, blustery day.
online and is distributed to prime
It was several hours before my first customers walked in – an elderly man and woman dressed in quite fashionable attire.
locations throughout the Thumb area.
I
recognized
them from coming in quite some time ago, and greeted them as such, thanking them for returning. I am pretty
We encourage our readers to support
the advertisers who made this issue
sure they didn’t remember me as the woman did not return the greeting but gruffly asked, “Where can we sit?”
possible. Tell them you saw their ads in
Throughout the time that they were there, her attitude remained much the same, bordering on rudeness several times, with
ThumbPrint News!
phrases such as “Get me some more water”, “Why don’t I have a lemon” and “Must not be that popular of a place if we are
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
the only ones here!” (I believe she must have forgotten what the weather was doing outside at the moment.) Please and
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
thank-you never crossed her lips. Her gentleman friend seemed to always be looking down and really didn’t say a word to me.
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
Now, the strange thing is that I remember her from the other time that she was in the restaurant. I had introduced myself as
or articles not written by our staff.
the
owner (and I wasn’t waitressing that day) and she had been very kind, talkative, told me how much she loved this place,
ThumbPrint News can be mailed
and generally was very pleasant.
directly to your home for as low as
$2.50 an issue! Call (810) 794-2300
I got thinking about it, and I am pretty sure the reason she had a totally different tone on this visit was that she had respect
to find out how! Or you can check out
for someone who owned a business and she felt was on a higher level (in her opinion only) than someone who was “just a
ThumbPrintNews.com/Subscribe
waitress”–as I was that day. She was judging me by my occupation in life, not by who I was as a person or what abilities,
for more information.
qualities or achievements were attributable to me.
It frankly made me mad. I have seen this disrespect on several occasions directed toward other employees in the restaurant.
Though certainly not the norm, those few occasions were enough to bring one or two of the employees to tears.
This kind of judgement had happened to me another time in my life when I was working in our herb gardens with a couple of the young girls who had each given up
their high school summers to help weed, plant and make the gardens beautiful. The herb gardens are situated in front of my log home, which is quite large. One visitor,
who was touring the garden that day, bent down to me and whispered as she pointed to my house (which she didn’t know was mine) and said, “I bet those people don’t
pay you well, do they?” Here again a person was judging me by my occupation, only this time they were disrespecting the owner of the house (me, of course), whom
she didn’t even know.
No, in neither case did I need to earn respect from either woman. I should have been afforded respect as a fellow human being.
When you go out to a restaurant and you see that young waitress running around trying to keep all of her tables happy, you probably don’t know that she has three
children under 12 years of age and that she is working two jobs just to try and make ends meet. Or did you know that the cook in the kitchen is dealing with the recent
birth of a child with a birth defect, who is trying to juggle his work schedule with taking his son to physical therapy?
How about the waitress who has to leave early and had to turn your table over to someone else? Are you irritated? Do you know that the school just called because
her autistic daughter is having an issue and the mother needs to come right away?
Respect doesn’t have to be earned by them. They should all be given respect from everyone they meet. You can’t determine from their current employment position
what abilities, qualities or achievements they have, nor what challenges life is throwing at them.
These same thoughts could be applied to any occupation, any situation. Is there ever a time when we should not respect someone? I would answer no – but there is
a time when we are allowed to not respect the action someone has chosen to take when responding to a situation. I caution people today who use social media as their
own personal sounding board. Yes, you have the right to express your opinions. However, too many times statements are made in the broad sense about a whole group
of people – a race, a religion, men, women, teenagers, a certain job, the bosses of any place, the employees, etc. – that just are not true about the group as a whole. I
like the second definition of respect from the online dictionary I used – “due regard for the feelings, wishes, rights or traditions of others.” If we all allowed ourselves to
be respectful in person, on the phone, on social media, I am sure this world would be a much happier place and we would be showing our children what respect really
means and the good things that can happen when rudeness, degradation and insults vanish.
–Diane Kodet
		

"Respect yourself and others will respect you." - Confucius
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Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5PM | Wed 9AM to 6PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call one of our local offices:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Caro office: (989) 673-5652
Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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Test water
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COVID-19

PRICE GOUGING

Melanie Duquesnel

As government officials, news outlets and health officials are keeping the public
appraised of the COVID-19 situation, consumers are finding the cost of highdemand items, such as hand sanitizers, tissues, face masks and other products,
skyrocketing. Better Business Bureaus Serving Eastern and Western Michigan
have received several complaints about price gouging in the state of Michigan.
Price gouging is a term referring to when a seller spikes the prices of goods,
services or commodities to a level much higher than is considered reasonable or
fair and is considered exploitative, potentially to an unethical extent.
Under an executive order signed by Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer, no
one is to sell any product for more than 20 percent higher than the price charged
prior to March 9, 2020, unless the person demonstrates that the price increase is
attributable to an increase in the cost of bringing the product to market.
Unfortunately, during times of emergency, price gouging is not uncommon.
During a state of emergency, chaos and panic understandably follow. Many times,
consumers will purchase the overpriced item for fear of being without the product
that’s needed. That’s why it’s so important to report these overpriced items so that
action can be taken.
BBB warns businesses to avoid the temptation to raise prices during a situation,
such as storm or a pandemic, because it may be illegal to do so in certain states and
because it erodes marketplace trust. Consumers will remember which businesses
took advantage of them during a storm.
“Not only is price gouging unethical, it is now illegal in the State of Michigan,”
says Phil Catlett, President of the BBB Serving Western Michigan. “The BBB,
Michigan Attorney General, and other partners are committed to combating price
gouging in our communities. We want to hear from consumers and work together
to remove these bad actors from the marketplace.”
Anyone who suspects price gouging during a declared state of emergency should
report it to Better Business Bureau® by filing a complaint (bbb.org/consumercomplaints/file-a-complaint/get-started), or to BBB Ad Truth (bbb.org/ad-truth/
report-a-bad-ad/). Consumers have an option to report these activities to the state
attorney general’s office.
BBB Serving Eastern Michigan & the UP and BBB Serving Western Michigan
have created a joint Facebook group (facebook.com/groups/270560070601124/)
for all Michigan residents to report any suspected price gouging in our state.
When reporting a price gouging complaint, gather as much information as safely
possible and follow these three tips:
• Be as specific about the transaction as possible, including the name and
address of the business, names of any employees involved, and information
detailing the spike in pricing.
• Gather together documentation supporting the price gouging (receipts,
photos of products and their advertised pricing, invoices, etc.)
• Compare pricing of similar products with other sellers in the area, as well
as online. It’s important to note similarities and differences between brands,
size/quantity, manufacturers, model numbers and prices.
Better Business Bureau encourages you to report possible scams to BBB Scam
Tracker at bbb.org/scamtracker. For assistance finding reputable businesses please
visit bbb.org.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting
www.bbb.org.
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BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

Contributed by Amber Deegan

General Manager for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

April 7 th is World Health Day, a great time to
focus on one of the most neglected areas of our
health, our auditory system. It is such a noisy
world out there! With all the noise that surrounds
us daily – airplanes, construction, emergency
vehicles, motorcycles, fireworks, loud music – we
are all at risk for some level of hearing loss in the
future. According to the Hearing Loss Association
of America, approximately 48 million Americans (20 percent) report
some degree of hearing loss. That’s why it’s so important to have our
hearing checked regularly, especially as we get older. Hearing loss is
dangerous if left untreated, so it is imperative to address the condition
as early as possible. Hearing loss has been linked to other health
conditions such as: dementia, Alzheimer’s, emotional strain, fatigue,
depression, social isolation and increases in one’s risk of falling.
It’s always important to be proactive about your health and take
advantage of your local hearing care providers that offer free hearing
screenings. Screenings help detect the start of hearing loss and
prevent further hearing issues. Do you feel like you should schedule
a hearing test, but feel curious what the visit entails? It’s normal to
hesitate on taking the first step, but rest assured there’s nothing to
worry about and you’ll be thankful you did!
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WE STAND BESIDE YOU & FOR YOU
In an effort to accommodate and assist those needing to hear during
this period, effective immediately, Beltone is providing 1 on 1 free
in home, in office or curbside hearing testing as well as remote
telecare hearing services. Why? Because hearing and understanding
what’s being said and going on around us is more important now
than ever before. Please see below for current incentives we are
offering to those in need of hearing care services.
ENROLLED WITH A MEDICARE ADVANTAGE OR SUPPLEMENT PLAN?
BELTONE HONORS ALL PLANS AND PROVIDERS

MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE
Name/Nombre

JOHN L SMITH
Medicare Number/Número de Medicare

123-45-6789-A
Entitled to/Con derecho a

HOSPITAL (PART A)
MEDICAL (PART B)

Coverage starts/Cobetura empieza

03-01-2020
03-01-2020

BELOW ARE JUST A FEW:

Aetna | Humana | Amerigroup
Cigna | UnitedHeathcare
BCBS Anthem | AARP/UHC
PROVIDERS: Hearing Care Solutions
EPIC | UnitedHealthcare Hearing

negative effects of untreated HEARING LOSs

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community in
Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of
untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com
or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

3x increased
risk of falling

5x increased
risk of dementia

AS SMALL AS A DIME

32% increased
risk of hospitalization

depression &
social isolation

BUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE
*Towards the purchase of select model hearing systems, based on two instruments.
Discount taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one coupon per person.

DESIGN ELEMENTS BY FLATICON.COM

THE OFFICE VISIT – STEP BY STEP

First Step: Lifestyle assessment. Understanding more about your
lifestyle and hearing priorities helps a specialist provide individualized
care. Are you outdoorsy? Do you frequent restaurants and public
places? Do you enjoy television, music, movies and lectures? All of
these kinds of things and more play into the development of hearing
loss and the type of hearing aids right for you, should you need them.
Second Step: Review of your general health and hearing history.
Many people are surprised by how much our overall health and
the medications we take can impact our hearing. Several common
conditions can adversely affect our ability to hear.
Third Step: Hearing evaluation. A hearing evaluation includes several
tests that measure how well you hear a variety of sounds, such as
tones and speech. It will consist of a visual examination of your
ear using an otoscope, an air and bone conduction test and word
discrimination test.
Fourth Step: Hearing test results. After your hearing evaluation, your
specialist will review your results on an audiogram, which is a visual
representation of how well you are hearing. Based on the findings,
either your hearing is in tip top shape and you should repeat testing
once a year, or you will proceed to the fifth step.
Fifth Step: Diagnosis and treatment plan. If a hearing loss is found
and hearing aids are able to treat your loss, the specialist will give
a comprehensive diagnosis and suggest a wide range of hearing
products to fit your hearing care needs, lifestyle and budget.

5 OFF
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and South, the need for a quick return home for medical
treatment offered private civilians $5 per soldier and $10
per officer to return them back to their respected states – life in prison camps
was anything but a safe haven, with nearly 50,000 men perishing because
of the lack of food and filthy conditions spreading countless diseases. One
steamship that was used to take troops into battle was the Sultana, which at the
time was owned by Cass Mason. The wooden steamer weighed approximately
1,719 tons, but since its early years were only used to transport cotton on the
Mississippi River, it only carried supplies and its 85 crew members. By the
time the brave men were ready to return home, Mason had already sold most
of his stakes in the ship to others in order to lessen the burden of his financial
struggles. In an effort to make some money, Mason contacted Reuben Hatch, a
Union officer who had questionable morals and was previously caught taking
kickbacks, as well as selling government items for his own gain. Despite his
controversial actions while in a position of power, Reuben was still appointed
to chief quartermaster for the Department of Mississippi at Vicksburg – thanks
to the connections his brother, O.M. Hatch had, he was promoted and cleared
of all charges.
The Sultana made its way down the Mississippi River toward New Orleans
on April 13, 1865, in order to pick up the feeble troops. While on its way south,
Captain Mason learned of the assassination of President Lincoln, and because
the North and the South were not communicating during the war, he collected
as many newspapers as possible to spread the word as he made his way down
the river. Despite an inspection of the ship by government officials finding a
weak boiler, the vessel was cleared to transport soldiers – the Sultana picked
up its first group of 250 soldiers on April 19.
The ship then made its way back to Vicksburg, when the crew discovered
a hole in one of the four massive boilers on board. Due to safety concerns, the
chief engineer concluded that repairs must be made before it could continue
on its route. Time was of the essence because if they didn’t arrive in time,
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another ship would take the remaining soldiers home instead of the Sultana.
Due to the circumstances, it was decided that the boiler couldn’t undergo the
major repairs, so instead a patch was placed over the crack as a temporary fix
– Mason promised to get the necessary repairs completed once he returned to
St. Louis. The steamer arrived in Vicksburg just as the Olive Branch departed,
which was also carrying troops north. Captain Mason soon learned that he
wasn’t supposed to get the amount of soldiers he was promised because the
paperwork wouldn’t be be finished in time for departure. Furious, Captain

April 26, 1865, a day before the Sultana was destroyed

ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
15 to 50 Feet
PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ
47
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Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com
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7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered into a
drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! For the new year, we will draw
one lucky winner on December 13, 2020, out of all our monthly winners.
For our March contest, we asked our readers
to identify what the item to the left is and for
what it is used. Of all of those submitting the
correct answer, Andrew Hansen of St. Clair
Township, Michigan, was randomly chosen
and will be entered into the year-end drawing.
Andrew identified the object as an
antique rope-making machine.
Although we may never know the exact origin of ropemaking, fossils that have been unearthed suggest that there
is evidence of rope usage dating back at least to 17000 BC.
These were long pieces of vine twisted or braided together
by hand. Egyptians appear to be the first civilization that
developed tools used to make ropes around 2800 BC.
Ropes were essential on
early sailing ships. The standard length for a British Naval
rope was 1,000 feet and a sailing ship, such as the HMS
Victory, would require over 20 miles of rope.
For our April contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the item pictured to the left is and for what
it is used. Go to our website www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.
GOOD LUCK!
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Mason was eventually able to convince the higher ups that rolls for the troops
could be finished after they departed.
Ignoring the maximum capacity of the Sultana, an estimated 1,400
men were waiting to board the ship. While some officers were confident
in the Sultana’s ability to transport the large amount of soldiers, Captain
William Kerns, who was in charge of transporting men down the river as the
quartermaster, pleaded that the troops be divided between the Sultana and
the Lady Gay, which was waiting to return men north as well. Despite Kerns
attempt, they were ignored by higher ranking officers; therefore, the Lady
Gay, which was larger than the Sultana, headed north without a single soldier
aboard. It soon became evident that the estimation of patrons was grossly
miscalculated – after stopping at a few other places to pick up more men,
the Sultana was eventually weighted down with more than 2,000 travelers,
nearly five times the legal carrying weight. In reality, that number was most
likely exceeded by the time the Sultana set sail, with some 400 men going
uncounted because they entered on a different part of the ship. Some final
estimates state there were more than 2,300 people aboard the ship between
the crew, soldiers and civilians.
Another ship, the Pauline Carroll, arrived while the Sultana was being
loaded, but despite another warning from Captain Kern about the safety of
the ship, Hatch refused to split them up as people poured onto the Sultana’s
decks. So many men were on the ship that extra supports were needed under
the decks because they were sagging and could collapse at any moment.
Much like the underutilized Lady Gay, the Pauline Carroll only had 17
soldiers aboard when it departed. On April 24, at 9:00 p.m., the Sultana
departed from Vicksburg and headed north on the Mississippi, which was
extremely flooded. Due to the immense weight aboard the wooden ship, the
crew not only worried that the decks would collapse following any quick
movements, it was also a concern that the boat could capsize if too many
people moved towards one side – this almost became a reality when the men
received news that a photographer was waiting up river, which caused all
the men to rush to one side in the hopes of being in the picture. This would
become the last known picture of the Sultana.
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Sultana on fire, from Harper’s Weekly

The Sultana eventually reached Hopefield, Arkansas, when the crew
docked in order to resupply 1,000 bushels of coal onboard, which added
even more weight. After refueling, the Sultana and its some 2,300 occupants
continued up the Mississippi River. On April 27 at approximately 2:00 a.m.,
the ship was seven miles north of Memphis, Tennessee, when tragedy struck
– due to weather, the river was at flood levels, which made the waterway four
miles wide. Out of nowhere, a huge blast filled the air as a boiler exploded,
sending hot coal, shards of wood and hot water over the entire ship. The
explosion sent the massive boilers tumbling down onto the deck, collapsing
the upper floor on the ship and setting the entire wooden vessel ablaze in just
20 minutes. Most of those who didn’t perish from the initial eruption were
See NAUTICAL Page 17
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Minute Message - Salespeople

By Rex Quinn, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Why don’t we see many great door-to-door sales
folks anymore?
When I was a kid, they rang our bell all the time.
They sold just about anything.
One time I bought encyclopedias from a guy at
my door. Call me a softie, but I can’t turn down
anybody holding 26 books in each arm. I hope he
sold that other set, too.
Which leads me to ask: When was the last time
a telephone sales call really messed up your day?
Was the call from a real person, or a recorded message?
What did you say back to that recorded message? Is it printable?
In today's environment, friends tell me they’re overwhelmed by phone
salespeople.
Last night I got calls from one man selling insurance, and another selling
bungee-jumps. So I gave the jumper the insurance man's number...and we’ll see
which one wins.
At work our receptionist got a call from a guy who offered ventriloquism
lessons. “How do I know they work?” she asked.
“Because,” he said, “my dummy’s talking to you now...and I’m drinking water.”
www.freepik.com/Background
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By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

ThumbPrint News Columnist
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Spring is the next best thing, aside from the summer. This is a beautiful time of
year, full of new growth, rebirth and warmer temperatures. The breezes blow a bit
softer and the flower and plant buds are poking through the thawed ground. I read
on a social media site that we are having the warmest spring in 124 years! Believe
it if you will; it is social media after all. But I’ll take it, true or not.
This time of year makes me happier. It’s not that I’m not happy cooped up in
the house in the dead of winter with 10-degree weather and no sun for nine days
straight – I’m just much happier when the weather is warmer.
A big part of my excitement is knowing I can head up to the cottage at any time
now and get started on outside yard work and have running water at my disposal!
Some people feel happier and tend to thrive with crowds all around them with
loud noises, lights and parties that ignite them.
For me, I never turn down a good party either, but one of my favorite things that
I now prefer over the chaos is the smell of spring-thawed ground, being outside
more often and relaxing outside at night and staring at the stars. Different strokes
for different folks.
I often wonder if I need to be up north to be happier. While that place does hold
my heart, I believe we create our own joy within ourselves. I believe our delight
comes from our own inner perspective.
Can I still be happy staying inside the house during the dreary winter months?
Of course, but it doesn’t come so easy and I have to look toward the warmer spring
weather that is coming soon.
Do I prefer to have the option of simply walking outdoors in a t-shirt and pair of
shorts? Absolutely!
I wonder at times what I would do if I didn’t have this little place to escape to? I
guess finding another little place to escape to would be my answer.
The month of April is usually the time I start to change around the seasonal
clothes, both at home and at the cottage. I love this part of the year. Plans for my
little vacation are in place for the month of June and deciding if I should just camp
out at my cottage for the 10 days or choose to go somewhere different this year?
I’m still undecided. But staying at the cottage and waking up early with my coffee
and watching the hummingbirds flit around my feeder as I decide how I want to
spend my day sounds pretty good right about now. This past winter hasn’t been all
that bad as far as snow and cold temps go, but I am glad most of the cold weather
is behind us – at least for another eight or nine months!

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
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AFFORDABLE LUXURY

Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

THINKING OF SELLING THIS SPRING?
HOME STAGING TIPS – Part II
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Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB
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FOXFIRE FIXIN’S

MARKET MATTERS

While we anticipated some volatility and ups and downs in
our real estate market this election year, we certainly did not
factor a pandemic into the equation.
How that will affect our 2020 housing market is still unknown, and we are
hopeful that our government’s and our peoples’ efforts will make this a shortlived event.
On the plus side, mortgage interest rates have reduced even further, to
historic lows, and low mortgage rates will continue to attract buyers and sellers.
The National Association of Realtors® Chief Economist, Lawrence Yun, says:
“Mortgage rates likely will fall to an all-time low, and buyers will want to lock in,
even with growing economic concerns.”
Of course, the downside is that buyers and sellers may defer making moves
until this worldwide and nationwide uncertainty has lessened or subsided,
the financial markets rebound, it becomes clearer how our economy will be
affected, and people can refocus on moving on with their plans. Freddie Mac
reported that “Buyers are trying to juggle whether or not they should jump in
when mortgage rates are this low.”
It remains a great time to check and see if refinancing a current mortgage
makes sense at this time.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland
Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They
are affiliated with Coldwell Banker.

FREEPIK.COM

Labor for Mobility Products
and Materials

Easter is the only time it's safe to
put all your eggs in one basket!
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Submissions Must Be
Received by April 10th May 10th

1st PRIZE: $50 Gift Certificate
2nd PRIZE: $25 Gift Certificate
3rd PRIZE: A Giant Cinnamon Roll
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EXTENDED

Last month, we talked about staging your home to help it sell more quickly!
In this article, we continue and highlight a number of things that can be readily
done to improve the marketability of your house.
Buyers are more motivated to consider purchasing a home that suits their
family size, budget and location requirements, but also one that appeals to their
senses. Think about: what will a buyer see, smell, hear and touch when they first
see your home?
This month we focus on a handful of “golden rules” put forth by RISMedia’s
Housecall that are relatively simple, but extremely effective, in showcasing your
home in its most positive light.
De-Personalize – Buyers need to be able to picture themselves – not you –
in the house. Remove family photos, personal memorabilia or collectables,
and other items that over-personalize the home. Strong political or religious
statements should be avoided. Don’t distract buyers with things that prevent
them from seeing a home for their family.
Maximize – Declutter and maximize the space in your home. Clean out closets
and storage areas and arrange items in a neat and orderly fashion. Closets
packed tight with all your clothes make it look like closet space is lacking. Be
sure to leave some open space (aim for 1/3 open space) and empty hangers –
pack up those out of season clothes.
Sanitize – The easiest and cheapest way to stage your home – just clean it!
Meticulously clean all floors, walls, carpeting, as well as kitchen and bathroom
appliances. It is well worth the effort and elbow grease.
Modernize – Almost all homes can benefit from some updating. Consider
simple changes like adding new lighting, swapping out drawer pulls and handles,
and new window treatments.
Neutralize – Color can make or break a buyer’s interest in your home. Paint
is a very cheap investment. Especially address high traffic areas and old or
extreme colors. Light, neutral colors are always a good choice. Painting is one
of the most inexpensive ways to change the look of a home.
A final thought – store all items in and around your home properly. A potential
buyer will assume that storage space is lacking if items are not put away.
Shelves should be 1/3 books, 1/3 collectibles, and 1/3 open space.

Email a .jpeg format picture
you’ve taken at Foxfire Fixin's to:
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
(up to 3 pictures per entry)
Subject Line: Foxfire Photo Contest
Must include full name, city of residence
and phone number for verification and
notification purposes.

Foxfire Fixin’s reserves the right to use submitted photos in future advertising. We do not share your personal information.
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Pulmonary
Hypertension
in Pets

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“I am poor and naked, but I am the chief of the nation.
We do not want riches, but we do want to train our
children right. Riches would do us no good. We could not
take them with us to the other world. We do not want
riches. We want peace and love.”

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Pulmonary hypertension (PHT) is high blood pressure within the arteries that carry
blood into and out of the lungs. PHT is generally thought to be more of a secondary
disease, rather than a primary disease process, meaning it is the result of an underlying
disease of the heart and/or lungs. Normal pressure in these blood vessels is 10-15
mmHg, and pulmonary hypertension is defined as a sustained pressure greater than
25 mmHg. There is no breed or sex predisposition for pulmonary hypertension. Most
affected patients are middle-aged to geriatric.
One of the leading causes of PHT in dogs is heartworm disease, but any type of
heart or lung disease can cause pulmonary hypertension to develop. Kidney disease,
pancreatitis and adrenal disorders, such as Cushing's disease, as well as bronchitis,
pneumonia, and certain lung cancers, can also cause PHT. It is also possible that it's
the result of developmental disorders that occur from birth, such as a congenital heart
or lung defect.
Pulmonary hypertension can be present for a while before symptoms appear.
Common symptoms to watch for include rapid breathing, coughing, fainting,
spitting up blood, purple-tinged gums due to low oxygen levels in the blood, exercise
intolerance, heart murmurs heard, weight loss, edema and/or ascites. Occasionally,
sudden death may be the only sign.
To diagnose pulmonary hypertension, your veterinarian may perform a complete
blood profile and urinalysis, along with thoracic radiographs. Further testing, like
EKGs, coagulation testing, cardiac enzyme testing, heartworm testing and possibly
testing for Cushing’s disease, may be indicated as well. However, PHT is confirmed
by sending your pet to a board-certified veterinary cardiologist for an echocardiogram
(an ultrasound examination of the heart and lungs).
Treatment and long-term prognosis for PHT depends on the severity of the
symptoms at the time of diagnosis. If your pet is suffering from symptoms of severe
oxygen limitation such as syncope or cyanosis, oxygen therapy must be immediately
given in order to stabilize them for treatment. Treatment for a known underlying
disease process will be paramount. Diuretics (Furosemide) and medications to
increase heart contractility (Pimobendan) are prescribed when there is congestive
heart failure. Heartworm disease has a very specific treatment protocol to be
followed (Immiticide). If your pet is suffering from a chronic lung disease, such
as pneumonia or bronchitis, bronchodilators (Theophylline) are used to relax the
pulmonary vessels and decrease vasoconstriction. Antibiotics and corticosteroids
may also be prescribed to reduce inflammation. If the hypertension is caused by
thromboembolism, blood thinners (Coumadin) can be used to inhibit coagulation
and platelet numbers. Another class of medication that causes vasodilation of the
pulmonary vessels (Sildenafil) has significantly increased the long-term prognosis
in dogs with PHT.
Many times, the prognosis for secondary pulmonary hypertension is guarded at
best, although ultimately the long-term prognosis is dependent on the underlying
disease that has caused the pulmonary hypertension. If the disease cannot be resolved,
treatment can serve to make your pet more comfortable, but is not curative.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at
2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other petrelated questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
World Veterinary Day is an annual event that was created and
established to promote and highlight the lifesaving work
performed by veterinarians around the world. It is estimated
that there are currently 1.8 million vets worldwide. The day
was proclaimed in 2000 by the World Veterinary Association,
and it is celebrated on the last Saturday of April every year.
In 2020, World Veterinary Day will be celebrated on April 25th;
usually, there is a specific theme every year. This year the theme is
Environmental Protection for improving animal and human health.
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Red Cloud (Mahpíya Lúta) - Oglala Lakota
b. Sept. 1822 - d. Dec., 1909

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its beginning ten years ago.
In just that short time, our faithful readers have taken our paper with them to all fifty
United States and to all seven continents, photographing themselves in front of points of
interest in those places. It has been and continues to be an armchair tour of the world!

Pet Photo
Challenge

A while back, we also started a new
challenge: send a photo of a favorite animal
posing with ThumbPrint News. It can be a
pet, a farm animal, or, if you can make it
happen, a wild animal. Let’s see what kind
of a menagerie we can come up with!
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According to Wikipedia, “Shubunkins are a
hardy, single-tailed goldfish with nacreous
scales and a pattern known as calico. The
Shubunkins are of Japanese origin. The
Shubunkin was created by Yoshigoro Akiyama
by crossing Calico Telescope Eye with a Comet
Goldfish and a Common Goldfish.”

SO, HOW MANY OF OUR READERS OUT THERE WOULD LIKE TO JOIN IN OUR ANIMAL CHALLENGE?

We have featured dogs, cats, a fish and a bearded dragon so far,
and have more cats and more dogs ready to be featured.

What other kinds of animals will we receive?

Please submit a good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a
few sentences about your photo. When your photo(s) appear in the paper, we will be sure to send
you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address with your submission.
USPS submissions are also accepted; address is on page 2 of this issue. Must include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to guarantee return of your photo.
TRAVEL PLANS - If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, we are still
welcoming you to consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and
photographing it with yourself in front of a point of interest for that location.
Guidelines for submitting are the same as for the pet challenge photos.
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few years before working under Major Thomas C. Cornell.
Frank was also the superintendent of the Rondout &
Oswego Railroad in New York, where he met Charles
L. Freer, who was the company’s bookkeeper.
In December of 1879, Hecker and Freer formed the
Peninsular Car Company in Detroit with $300,000 of
stock – their headquarters was completed on the river
the following year and was located between Adair and
Walker Streets. One of its first orders included railroad
cars for Swift & Company, which were some of the
earliest refrigerated cars constructed. The newly formed
company soon began acquiring other businesses, such
as the Adrian Car Company, constructing a new plant
northeast of Detroit in 1885. Business began booming
by the late 1800s, building more than 35,000 railroad
cars from 1888 to 1890. By this time, the company
Frank J. Hecker, Detroit
also acquired a wheel and casting foundry, together
employing nearly 1,400 men – in just 1890 alone, it is said the company used
about 59,000 tons of iron and 27 million feet of lumber for its operations.
With their company becoming a financial success, Hecker began plans to build
a residence in Detroit. During the late 1800s, Woodward Avenue near Ferry Street
was still rural farmland where Dexter Ferry ran a seed nursery. Ferry was one of
the largest landowners in the area and soon decided to divide and sell some of his
property, making it an area only wealthy people could build – homes had to cost at
least $7,000 to erect and would sit 40 feet back from the sidewalk. Hecker bought
two of these lots that Ferry was selling for a price tag of nearly $28,000, which is
equal to more than $750,000 today. Work on the Hecker residence began in 1889,
taking three years to complete, and was designed by architect Louis Kamper,
who was also responsible for the Book Tower and Cadillac Hotel. Inspired
from French design, Kamper modeled the home in the 16th century Renaissance
Chateau architectural style. When the home was completed, it was nothing less
than an extravagant mansion, stretching 21,000 square feet and equipped with 49
rooms, including 11 bathrooms. Not only did the property contain the castle-like
home, but it also featured a 6,000-square foot carriage house for his horses, and
like the main house, it was supported by 18-inch thick limestone walls. When
it was all said and done, the home cost approximately $145,000 to construct
(around $4 million today) and another $20,000 was spent on furnishings (more
than $500,000 today).
Hecker lived in the home with his wife Anna and their five children, in which
no expense was spared to decorate the house in the most beautiful finishes. The
home features a 12-foot tall stained glass window, mosaic tile, imported marble,
12 fireplaces, intricate woodworking and a beautiful grand staircase – the third
floor even had a chapel next to the billiards room. It was around this time that
he helped organize the Woodlawn Cemetery Association and was selected to be
president of the organization. During the outbreak of the Spanish-American War,
Hecker was appointed by Secretary of War Russell Alger to acquire ships to
transport soldiers and supplies for the military – he was also responsible for
moving prisoners of war to Spain. On July 18, 1898, Hecker was appointed by
William McKinley to the rank of Colonel of Volunteers, Chief of the Division
of Transportation, Quartermaster’s Department. While he continued his
responsibility of arranging shipments, Theodore Roosevelt selected Hecker to sit
on the second Isthmian Canal Commission in 1904. Soon, some turmoil began
swirling around Hecker regarding the way he handled lumber contracts, which
were awarded to his friends. Following the news, Hecker chose to resign from his
position on November 11, 1904.
Following his resignation, Hecker continued to stay active in numerous other
business ventures, including organizing banks in the Midwest and serving as
Detroit Police Commissioner. He also sat on numerous boards throughout the
years, such as for Michigan Fire and Marine Insurance Company, Detroit Copper
and Brass Rolling Mills and the Detroit Lumber company – from 1905 to 1906,
Hecker partially owned a portion of the Detroit Free Press. From the time the
massive family home was finished, the Hecker’s hosted countless extravagant
parties in the mansion, which was said to be laid out perfectly for gatherings,
with doors that would roll back, making the first floor completely open. Being an
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extremely powerful and wealthy man, many
other dignitaries attended these events,
such as President Rutherford B. Hayes and
President McKinley – other close friends
included Senator Russel Alger, David
Whitney and John Newberry.
Hecker lived out the rest of his life at the
mansion on Woodward, where he passed
away on June 27, 1927, at 81 years old – he
was laid to rest in Woodlawn Cemetery in
Detroit. He outlined exactly how he wanted
his estate and belongings separated, only Hecker (contributed by Detroit Public
Library Digital Collection)
allowing his wife to stay in the home one
year after his death and receiving $200,000 along with most of the art work
and furnishings. Four of his most famous paintings, including Rembrandt’s “The
Philosopher”, were donated to the Arts Commission – the rest of his property was
given to his children and many other Detroit institutions. After Anna Hecker was
no longer living in the home, the massive building, which was still owned by the
family, was used as a boarding house for students that attended the institution
that would eventually become Wayne State University.
In 1947, the Hecker home was purchased by Paul Smiley to house his company
Smiley Brothers Music Company. Over the years, some aspects of the home
were changed, such as removing a portion of the stairs to keep dust down in a
third floor room they converted into a instrument refurbishing area – they even
used another room on the third story as their
indoor driving range and the dents from golf
balls can still be seen in the baseboards today.
One of the major renovations they did was
turn the 6,000-square foot carriage house into
a recital hall capable of holding 200 people.
In September of 1971, the Hecker-Smiley
Mansion was added to the National Register
of Historic Places. The home remained in the
Smiley family until 1990, when Paul Smiley
passed away, leaving the house to sit empty
for the next year.
Over this time, vandals stripped the home
Hecker Mausoleum at Woodlawn
of most of its light fixtures, but luckily the
Cemetery in Detroit
house was purchased again in 1991, by the
law firm Charfoos & Christensen, P.C. In order to bring the house back to its
original beauty, the law firm hired Quinn Evans Architects, a restoration firm.
Over the next 11 months, 28 contractors worked seven days a week to refurbish
one of Detroit’s remaining architectural gems. All the woodworking was restored,
each piece of brass hardware in the building was painstakingly revitalized by
archeology students from the University of Michigan and all 136 windows were
replaced. The carriage house that was previously transformed into a concert
hall was converted into a modern courtroom, and the entire home’s heating and
cooling systems were completely modernized. Another expensive project carried
out was the removal of three feet of soil around the home that was said to be
contaminated at a cost of $235,000 – in all, the law firm spent approximately
$1.6 million renovating the home, earning a Historic Rehabilitation Excellence
Award from the National Park Service in 1994. During the extensive work on the
house, it is said that contractors found a secret passage way that extended around
the exterior of the house – workers also said that it’s common for oats, which
were once fed to the horses in the carriage house, to fall through light fixtures in
the ceiling.
After residing in the building for more than two decades, Charfoos &
Christensen cut down on the amount of lawyers it employed and no longer needed
a 21,000-square foot office. On September 24, 2014, Wayne State University
bought the mansion for $2.3 million to house the Alumni Relations Department,
renaming it the Tierney Alumni House. While it’s hard to imagine, Colonel
Hecker built his mansion in the late 1800s, when there were only two other
houses in the area and it was one of the first residences in the state to become
electrified – the home still displays some of its original light fixtures.
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Avoid Olive Oil Enemies

live oil is a flavorful and versatile cooking oil that is often trusted in popular cooking methods
such as sauteing, stir-frying, dressing, marinating and grilling. It can also earn your trust when
it comes to baking.
With seven olive oil varieties to fit almost any need, each Filippo Berio olive oil has its own distinct
color, aroma and flavor characteristics. Among those seven, the Extra Light Olive Oil offers a delicate
aroma and subtle flavor that can complement your favorite baked goods. Its high smoke point helps
keep those goodies moist, and with strong flavors like chocolate, it also lets the sweetness come through.
Additionally, it provides high levels of mono-unsaturated fat (“good” fat) and low levels of saturated
fat (“bad” fat), making it a more nutritional choice when compared to butter or margarine. Because
you need less olive oil than butter in baking, you’ll save calories as well.
One easy way to incorporate olive oil in your baked goods is during the prep work: where recipes call
for buttering or flouring pans, instead brush the pan with olive oil and dust with flour for the same effect
as butter.
Explore more tips and recipes using olive oil at filippoberio.com.

Double-Chocolate Biscotti

Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 25 minutes
Servings: 40
3 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup cocoa powder
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup Filippo Berio Extra Light Olive Oil, plus
		 1 tablespoon for coating pans
1 cup packed light brown sugar
2 eggs, plus 1 egg yolk
1/3 cup milk
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
1 cup semisweet or bittersweet chocolate
		 morsels

Heat oven to 325℉. Grease two large baking
sheets with 1/2 tablespoon olive oil each. On lightly
floured surface, divide dough into quarters. Roll
each piece of dough into log, about 1 1/2 inches in
diameter. Place logs on baking sheets, leaving space
in between. Bake about 30 minutes, or until golden
and set. Transfer to rack; let cool 10 minutes.
Reduce oven temperature to 300℉. On cutting
board using serrated knife, cut each log into
3/4-inch-wide slices diagonally. Place slices, cutside down, on baking sheets. Bake 15-18 minutes, or
until toasted. Transfer to racks; let cool.

Maintain olive oil’s flavor and quality by
avoiding exposure to heat, light and air.
Be sure to store olive oil in a cool, dark place
and not over or near the oven.

Heat oven to 375℉. Grease
two 6-ounce ramekins with olive
Prep time: 10 minutes
oil and dust with sugar.
Cook time: 18 minutes
In double boiler, melt
Servings: 2
chocolate,
1/2 tablespoon olive
1/2 tablespoon Filippo Berio
oil and cream; let cool. Using
		 Extra Light Olive Oil,
		 plus additional for
electric mixer, beat egg whites
		 coating pan
until soft peaks form.
1/4 cup granulated sugar, plus
Whisk egg yolks into cooled
			 additional for coating pan
chocolate
mixture; fold in egg
4 ounces 70 percent cocoa
whites, 1/4 cup sugar and cream
		 dark chocolate
of tartar. Pour into prepared
1 ounce 30 percent heavy
		 cream
ramekins; bake 15 minutes.
3 egg whites
Tips: This recipe can be easily
2 egg yolks
doubled. Garnish with fresh
		 pinch of cream of tartar
berries, if desired.

Dark Chocolate Souffle

On sheet of waxed paper, combine flour, cocoa
powder, baking powder, cinnamon and salt; set
aside.
Using electric mixer, beat olive oil with sugar
until smooth and light. Add eggs and egg yolk,
one at a time, beating until smooth. Add milk and
vinegar; beat until smooth. With mixer on low
speed, gradually add flour mixture, beating until
just combined. Stir in chocolate morsels with large
spoon; cover with plastic wrap. Refrigerate at least
4 hours.

Double-Chocolate Olive Oil Cake with
Salted Chocolate Caramel Icing

Recipe courtesy of Chef Sharon Sanders
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 35 minutes
Servings: 8-10
1/2 cup, plus 2 tablespoons, Filippo Berio Extra Light
		 Olive Oil, divided, plus additional for coating pan
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup granulated sugar
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon table salt
1/2 cup half-and-half
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 large egg, lightly beaten
1/4 cup, plus 1/3 cup, mini dark chocolate chips, divided
1 cup canned dulce de leche
		 flaky sea salt (optional)

Position rack in center of oven and heat to 350℉. Lightly
coat 9-inch round cake pan with olive oil and line bottom with
parchment paper. Lightly coat parchment with olive oil.
In large mixing bowl, combine flour, sugar, cocoa, baking
powder, baking soda and salt. Stir in half-and-half, 1/2 cup
olive oil and vanilla. With electric mixer, beat in egg until well
blended. Scrape batter into prepared cake pan and sprinkle top
with 1/4 cup mini chips.
Bake cake 25-30 minutes, or until toothpick inserted into
center comes out clean. Place cake on cooling rack 10 minutes
then turn cake out onto rack and let cool completely.
In medium saucepan, heat dulce de leche over medium heat,
stirring occasionally, until softened. Add remaining olive oil
and chocolate chips and stir until chocolate has melted and
mixture is smooth. Remove pan from heat.
Transfer cake to serving plate. Pour icing over cooled cake,
sprinkle with flaky salt, if desired, and serve.
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By Rita MacDonald, ThumbPrint News Columnist
My car has been in the shop for two days now. It's freezing cold outside, and although
I'm native to Michigan, I have tropical bones and blood, so I'm shamefully going to
admit to you that aside from going up and down the stairs, or back and forth to the
dumpster, there has not been much exercise. I've rather spent the past two days reading,
writing, ironing and cleaning closets. On one of my closet shelves with books from one
end to the other, I was able only to move a couple of them to my "bathtub reading" shelf.
Not one of them made it into a "donation" pile. Not one. I. Love. Books.
Seasons of the Heart caught my attention, and I opened the cover. "X-Mas 95, From
Luther/Diane" was handwritten beautifully on the first blank page.
The book is in perfect condition. I don't know who Luther and Diane are, and I can't
even remember from where this book came. Perhaps a secondhand store. But it made
me wonder about Luther and Diane, who they gave this book to for Christmas, and how
exactly it wound up in my closet. Did someone not want it? Did someone die, and it
wound up in a secondhand store among all their other things? I'm sure Luther and Diane
never guessed it would wind up here, but I am enjoying it, nonetheless! I guess it doesn't
really matter, after all, what someone does with our gifts or with our kind gestures. Even
long after they are received, or even when they are not acknowledged, our kindness is
never wasted. Never.
I eventually turned to page 104 where a poem entitled "April Showers" was, because,
after all – it is April, and it is showering (snow) as we speak! Enjoy!

By Ruth Moloney Cowgill
God whispers to each living plant
And wakes each bulb to flower,
With gentle rain that comes in Spring,
We call an April shower.
He sends the sun to warm the earth
And grass begins to grow,
Then little buds form on the trees
Because He loves us so.
Though Winter storms may come and go
With icy winds that blow,
Plants wait for Him as though asleep
Beneath the drifting snow.
Just as the bulbs and grass and trees
Burst forth in one accord,
I, too, must learn to weather storms
And wait upon the Lord.

" T HAT’ S WHAT GIR LS D O "

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Lately I’ve been thinking that we end some very important sentences way too fast. And
I think some of us stop these specific sentences short by habit, conditioning or that we
never learned the right way to finish these particular sentences.
The very important, essential, must-use phrase that we don’t add on often enough is:
“because that’s what girls do.” For example, “She invented a vaccine because that’s
what girls do.” “She applied for the astronaut program because that’s what girls do.”
“She started the first non-profit to protect bees because that’s what girls do.” We need to
remind ourselves and those around us to reaffirm this until girls, women and yes, boys and
men, are saying and thinking automatically – for all jobs, all goals, all things – because
that’s what girls do.
Regardless of which political side of the aisle you sit on, I hope it bothers people that the
candidates for this year’s big November prize are all boys. I worry that too many women
and young girls are still seeing this small group of men and think, “Oh, that’s a man’s job”.
I know that for many of my younger years, I was guilty of that perception occasionally.
I am north of 50 and for too many years, I thought executives, financial gurus and yes,
United States presidents should only be filled by men. During my formative years and,
too long into my young adult life, I didn’t think about girls going for these positions. Not
enough people around me talked about “girls doing that”. Isn’t that sad?
And it is this sadness that is propelling me to propose the idea that we shouldn't end
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Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Always walk through life as if you have something new to learn and you will. ~ Vernon Howard

deleterious

del·e·ter·i·ous [ \ dĕl′ĭ-tîr′ē-əs \ ]

An adjective meaning harmful or hurtful, often in a subtle or unexpected way.
Ex: The massive oil spill has a number of deleterious consequences for the environment.
First known use: Medieval Latin deleterius, from Ancient Greek δηλητήριος (dēlētḗrios,
“noxious, deleterious”), from δηλητήρ (dēlētḗr, “a destroyer”), from δηλέομαι
(dēléomai, “I hurt, damage, spoil, waste”), 1640s.

incondign

in·con·dign [ \ inkənˈdīn \ ]

An adjective meaning (chiefly of punishment) inappropriate or disproportionate;
be it excessively harsh or lenient. Ex: That you should presume to judge us at all is
incondign and displeasing. First known use: 15th century late Middle English
from Old French in (in-; un- indicates negation) + condigne, from Latin condignus,
from con- ‘altogether’ + dignus ‘worthy’

sautoir

sau·toir [ \ sōˈtwär, -wȧ(r \ ]

A noun meaning a 1: chain, ribbon, or scarf worn about the neck with the ends forming
a St. Andrew's cross in front 2: a long gold chain often set with precious stones, usually
with a pendant hanging from it. Ex: The most popular sautoirs are woven or twisted ropes
of pearls suspending a tassel. First known use: 1930s French, extended use of the original
word which denoted a harness loop used as a stirrup for ‘jumping’ (from sauter
‘to jump’) into the saddle.
YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions, please email

the word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first
and last name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located
on page 2 of the paper. Without all the requested information, we will be unable to
use your submission.

ik
freep
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One Palm Sunday, little Johnny was sick and
stayed home from church. When his
brothers and sisters came home
carrying palm branches, Johnny asked
where the palms came from.
His father replied, “When Jesus walked by,
people held palm branches over his head.”
"Just my luck!" Johnny said. "The one time I don’t go
to church, Jesus shows up.”

some essential sentences too quickly. When we talk about more girls becoming CEOs or
innovators, we tell our listeners that every opportunity awaits them. If we never pointed
out that girls do these things, we miss a chance to plant a seed about what a girl might
become, and that is an egregious mishap.
This prepositional phrase is so weighty that people who have only heard it once or
twice a long time ago will remember it long after hearing it. That’s the thing about a deep
truth – it stays with us almost immediately.
Just think how this phrase impacts a young woman, especially those who feel limited,
restricted. Hearing those four words, “that’s what girls do”, could be the start of that young
lady considering opportunities that she assumed were out of her reach. That influence
shows us how necessary those words are. And for that reason alone, remembering to use
that beautiful, brave, true phrase is everyone’s responsibility.
Goodness, we’d be so far behind without Rosa Parks, Mother Theresa, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Oprah, Malala Yousafzai and even Mae West. My guess is these women never
heard stories about girls making tremendous leaps at the dinner table. Thank goodness
that certainty simmered within them.
And when girls daydream about their futures being much fuller, not to
mention those ladies north of 50 realizing they are just getting started, well,
that means every opportunity is their opportunity and before too long, that
tide will really start making some waves. And that seismic advance, well,
that’s just what girls do.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

ABC

at (810) 794-5678 if you see fleas!

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

If you are experiencing septic backup or are in need of emergency pest
control during the statewide shutdown, email us at abcbees.com or call
the number above to get our emergency contact number.
Our offices will not be manned, but we will frequently be monitoring phones and emails.

1

On this day
in 1778,
Oliver Pollock
creates the
dollar
sign.

5

On this day
in 1725,
Giacomo Casanova
is born. He is
remembered for his
love affairs, making his
name now synonymous
with “womanizer” in
popular culture.

WILL BE OPEN FOR
EMERGENCY SERVICES
DURING THE COVID-19
STATEWIDE SHUTDOWN
3

On this day
in 1860, the
first Pony Express
leaves St. Joseph,
Missouri.

4
On this day
in 1975, Microsoft is
founded by Paul Allen
and Bill Gates.

6

On this day
in 1199,
English King Richard I
is killed by an arrow at
the Siege of the Castle
of Chalus in France.

7

8

9

On this day
in 1970, Paul
McCartney announces
the official break-up
of the Beatles.

10

On this day
in 1957, the
film 12 Angry Men,
starring Henry Fonda
and Lee J. Cobb, is
released.

11

12

13

On this day
in 1860,
the first Pony Express
reaches Sacramento,
California.

14

On this day
in 1945,
American B-29
bombers damage
the Imperial Palace
during a firebombing
raid over Tokyo.

15

16

On this day
in 1850,
Madame Tussaud,
known for her wax
sculptures, dies in her
sleep at age 88.

17

18

On this day
in 1924, the
first crossword puzzle
book is published by
Simon &
Schuster.

19

On this day
On this day
in 2008,
in 1764, the
Danica Patrick, driving
English Parliament
for Andretti Green
bans the American
colonies from printing Racing, wins the Indy
Japan 300. She is the
paper money.
first female driver in
history to win an
IndyCar Series race.

20

21

On this day
in 753 BC,
Romulus and Remus
found Rome.

22

On this day
in 1500,
Pedro Alvarez Cabral
discovers Brazil.

23

On this day
in 1914,
the Federals defeat
Kansas City 9-1 in the
first major league
game to be played in
Chicago's Weeghman
Park, later renamed
Wrigley Field.

24

On this day
in 2004, the
U.S. lifts economic
sanctions imposed on
Libya 18 years ago,
as a reward for
cooperation in
eliminating weapons
of mass destruction.

25

26

27

28

29

30

what happened
on this day in
history?

On this
day in
1997,
Steve Irwin’s wildlife
documentary TV
series The Crocodile
Hunter debuts.
On this day
in 1811,
the first colonists
arrive at Cape
Disappointment,
Washington.

FREEPIK.COM
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On this day
in 1920,
ice hockey makes
its Olympic debut at
the Antwerp Games
with Canada’s
drubbing of Sweden
in the 12-1 gold
medal match.

On this day
in 1509,
Pope Julius II
excommunicates the
Italian state
of Venice.

On this day
in 1896, the
Modern Olympics
begin in
Athens,
with 14
nations
taking
part.

On this day
in 1818,
President James
Monroe proclaims
naval disarmament on
the Great Lakes and
Lake Champlain

On this day
in 1913, the
17th Amendment is
ratified, requiring
direct election of
senators.

On this day
in 1923,
the first sound films
shown to a paying
audience are
exhibited at the
Rialto Theater in
New York City.

On this day
in 1918,
America's WWI Ace
of Aces, Eddie
Rickenbacker, scores
his first victory with
the help of Captain
James Norman Hall.

On this day
in 1952,
Mr. Potato Head is the
first toy advertised
on
TV.

On this day
in 1824,
Russia abandons
all North American
claims south of
54' 40'.

On this day
in 1783, after
receiving a copy
of the provisional
treaty on March 13,
Congress proclaims
a formal end to
hostilities with
Great Britain.

On this day
in 1901,
New York becomes
the first state to
require automobile
license plates
for a $1 fee.
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FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

586-839-1136

THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
®

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

PRO

Lawn and
Snow Inc.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 2005

MIKE LANDSCHOOT
St. Clair, MI • 810.300.4281

COMPLETE LAWN CARE STARTING AT $30

10% OFF

PREPAY ON LAWN
SERVICE AND GET

ALSO OFFERING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MASONRY / BRICK / BLOCK / CONCRETE

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

Ed Bickley

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

Fax (586) 725-7112

Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650
OP
EN
24 H
K
OURS 7 DAYS A WEE

2 Great Locations!

(586) 725-7107

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

  



   
 
   
  
     

BEES
ABC

ABC

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

‘

CHAIRS REGLUED • WICKER/CANE REPAIRS/REWOVEN
TOUCH-UP • WOOD MAINTENANCE • FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Complete Lawn Care
Residential / Commercial /
Industrial Snow Removal
Landscaping
Shrub Trimming
Spring & Fall Clean-ups
Fertilization
Skidster Work
Condo Maintenance
Brick Pavers
Topsoil & Gravel Drive
Grading
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!
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forced to jump into the frigid water and fight for their lives because the Sultana
was only equipped with two small lifeboats and 76 lifejackets.
Help wouldn’t arrive for an hour after the boiler exploded, which left more than 1,000 people
trying to reach shore, but because most of them were POWs and very weak, they had little energy
to fight. The Bostonia II was traversing the river when it came upon the Sultana roaring in flames
and began searching for survivors. Many who were able to make it to shore found themselves
on the wrong side of the river in Arkansas, which was under Southern control. If this would’ve
happen a few week earlier, they would have been killed or captured, but in a heroic act, something
unexpected happened. The two sides, which would have been shooting at each other just a short
time ago, were now coming to each other’s aid. A Confederate soldier, Franklin Hardin Barton,
whose job during the war was to raid ships on the river, constructed a raft out of logs and started
rescuing people from a certain death.
Despite the numerous people banding together in a rescue attempt, by the time the sun was
rising the next morning, 1,700 or more people had already perished or would soon. Even those
who were able to make it to shore and be transferred to a hospital weren’t ensured survival –
unfortunately many only lasted a few hours before they succumbed to their wounds and passed away.
The true death toll will never be known, but estimates range as high as 2,000 casualties. Almost
immediately after the tragedy took place, a military investigation into the cause was conducted.
Who was responsible and what caused the explosion depended on who was asked. Many people
from the north believed it was sabotage by the south, which wasn’t unheard of during the war.
Others blamed the officers in charge, as well as the captain for allowing so many people on board.
Some believed it was solely caused by the insufficient patch on the boiler.
The official military report concluded that the “shipment of so large a number of troops on one
boat was, under the circumstances, unnecessary, unjustifiable, and a great outrage on the troops.”
Reuben Hatch, along with another officer in charge of transferring prisoners, were ordered to appear
before the court-martial board. While the other officer who showed up for his hearing was charged
and dismissed from the army, the ruling was eventually overturned to an honorable discharge –
Hatch handled the situation differently. Despite a request from the Secretary of War to have Reuben
arrested and brought in to stand trial, he was never caught. He was discharged from his position,
and just a few weeks later he was surrounded by controversy once again. While on the steamer
Atlantic, the ship was robbed of the government money onboard. All the money was recovered,
except more than $8,500 Hatch claimed to have put into the ship’s safe. Reuben’s shady practices
finally caught up with him and he was held accountable for the missing money he took from the
government illegally. Reuben Hatch never stood trial for the part he played in the sinking of the
Sultana and eventually passed away in 1871 at the age of 53.
Despite the fact that more people perished on the sinking of the Sultana than the well-known
Titanic, few people are aware of the events that marked the United States’ worst maritime disaster
in history involving a single ship. Even more shocking was the fact that very few newspapers even
covered the tragedy, which many
people attribute it to other events
taking place throughout the country
at the time – not only did the bloody
Civil War, which took at least 620,000
lives, just end, but President Lincoln
was just assassinated by John Wilkes
Booth as well.
Today, the remains of the Sultana,
which many would guess is resting on
the bottom of the river or sitting in a
museum, lies in an interesting place.
Since the size of the Mississippi
has changed so much since it sunk
more than 150 years ago, what’s
left of the charred steamer is now
resting underneath a farm field a few
miles from Memphis, Tennessee – a
Sultana Memorial at the Mount Olive Baptist
hidden reminder of an American tragedy that
Church Cemetery in Knoxville, Tennessee
was easily avoidable and fueled by greed.

NAUTICAL

15 & UP

$

General
SEAWALL SPLASH GUARDS, 12" or 18" professionally

installed, fast service, free estimates. Call (810) 824-2888.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of your home!
In this busy world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training to you! 30+ years
experience. All ages, all keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north
of 32 Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC! The Algonac
Banquet Center is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For questions or to
book, call Keith at (248) 207-6153.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO sleeps
six, low spring rates starting at $1,003 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed heated pool. Call
(586) 648-6168 or visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

Wanted to Buy
WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. All 7 days.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY ITEMS,

Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers,
Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or ALIVE – cash
waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS, AIR METERS
AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay cash.
Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at (248) 245-7845.

BUYING, SELLING AND BROKERING:
Used metalworking machinery. CNC or
manual. One machine or entire plant.
Lathes, machining centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars!
Electric or Acoustic. American-made
only. Fender, Gibson, older Epiphones,
Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin,
Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING DONE?

Handyman/Painter with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED. Experienced

& own tools. Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
THUMBPRINT NEWS IS NOW HIRING! We are looking
to fill an Advertising Sales Position. Both part and fulltime available, as well as hourly and commission-based.
Experience in the field of sales is highly desirable. To learn
more and apply visit ThumbPrintNews.com.

Continued from Page 7

BAD Idea:
GOOD Idea:
Finding Easter eggs Finding Easter eggs
on Christmas. - Jack Handy
on Easter.

www.freepik.com/vector created by pikisuperstar
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Due to the COVID-19 virus and the Michigan Governor’s directive to suspend non-essential business, we will be unable to issue a May edition. If you have an event in June that you would like listed
in the June issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by May 12, 2020. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section.
If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Due to the COVID-19 virus and the recent executive orders put in place by the State of Michigan, we cannot be certain all of these
events are still happening as planned. Since we are a monthly paper, events are subject to change after our paper is completed. Our
hope is that restrictions will be lifted sooner rather than later and these events will continue on as planned, but please be sure to check
websites, social media and use the phone numbers or email addresses provided to confirm the event.

GENESEE

Flint – April 25
Earth Day Celebration, Mott

Community College Campus, Regional
Technology Center, 1401 E. Court St.,
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Join us for this
fun, informative, annual community
event! There will be engaging and
timely information on environmental
issues. As always, there will be many
local exhibitors and student clubs,
food trucks, free seedlings, print your
own t-shirt, live animals, recycled art
contest for all ages and much, much
more! For more information visit
umflint.edu/ehs/earth-day-every-day.

LAPEER

Lapeer – April 19
Bridal Expo and Wedding
Tasting, American Legion Post

16, 1701 W. Genesee, noon – 3:30
p.m. Join us for a wedding tasting
featuring local vendors. Stop in to
discover invitations, entertainment,
cake tastings, food samples, décor,
floral arrangements, linen displays and
much more. Groom’s only drawing.
Free sangria punch for bride, groom
and their parents. Enter to win an
all-inclusive wedding package worth
over a $10,000 value. $5 admission.
For more information email Kathy at
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County
All of April
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive. Will

support Wings of Harbor, a transitional
living program that provides shelter
for homeless, or potentially homeless

youth, between the ages of 16 and 20.
Make a difference today by donating.
Call (810) 392-5136 for a drop-off point
or pick-up service for a large donation.
For more information call Kathleen at
(586) 872-3867.

Bruce Twp. – April 1 – May 1
Registration for Summer Games
Camp at Simpson Park Camp,
70199 Campground Rd. Cost is $220
until May 1; $270 beginning May 1.
Camp is July 5 – July 11. Eligible
campers are 4th – 10th graders
(9 – 15 years old). Huddle Leaders
must be 16+ years old. Counselors
must be adults. Intentional
opportunities to encounter Christ
personally are provided through
worship, prayer, praise, speakers,
witnessing by teens, games, evening
programs and music. For more
information call (586) 752-3202, email
spcamp@simpsonparkcamp.org or
visit simpsonparkcamp.org/summergames/.

St. Clair Shores – April 3
Toledo War Presentation
by Alan Naldrett, St. Clair Shores
Country Club, 22185 Masonic.
For more information email
alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

Richmond – April 7
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Meeting, 35200 Division Rd., Lois

Wagner Memorial Library, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
For more information call Kathleen
at (586) 872-3867.

Chesterfield Twp. – April 18
The Real Drag Queens of Bingo,
Hot Tamales Cantina, 33151 23 Mile
Rd., seating at 6:00 p.m., show starts

at 7:00 p.m. This is a fundraiser for
the American Cancer Society. $30 per
person includes the drag queen show
and 6 games of bingo. Ages 18 and
over. Assigned seating – groups who
want to sit together should have one
person buy a block of tickets.
For more information contact Sue
at (810) 814-1111.

Mt. Clemens – April 23
Michigan Car Companies and
the Rise of Ford, Presented by
Alan Naldrett, Mt. Clemens Public

Library, 150 Cass Ave., 7:00 p.m. For
more information email
alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

New Baltimore – April 23
Think Outside the Shell Taco
Thursday, VFW Hall, 35011 23 Mile

Rd., 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Join us for
a “tacos and more” dinner. Donation
for dinner and pop. A basic cash bar
is available. There will be a basket
auction and more fundraising. Benefits
the American Cancer Society. For
more information contact April at (810)
858-7246 or Sue at (810) 814-1111.

Richmond – April 30
Ancestral Journey with Doug
Rasmussen, Richmond Historical

Society, Richmond Community Center,
36164 Festival Drive, 7:00 p.m.
Free admission. For more
information email Mary Ellen at
mlogan5477@sbcglobal.net.

OAKLAND

Rochester Hills – April
2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Real Talk on Islam, Masjid

Mahmood (Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community Center), 1730 W. Auburn

Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. This is an
ongoing weekly event (every Thursday)
for an informal and candid conversation
about Islam intended for neighbors,
academia, students, media and anyone
else interested in learning about the
faith from its followers. All questions are
welcome and will be addressed in an
informal environment over a free cup of
coffee and cake. For more information
call (248) 677-1316 or email tablight.
det@ahmadiyya.us.

Rochester – April 16
Great Thumb Fires of 1871
and 1881, Presented by Alan
Naldrett, Van Hoosen Museum,
10005 Van Hoosen Rd., 7:00 p.m.
For more information email
alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

ST. CLAIR

Kimball Twp. – April
1 , 8, 15, 22 & 29
Knights of Columbus Bingo,

McGivney Banquet Center, 4521
Ravenswood Rd., doors open at 5:00
p.m. Held very Wednesday night.
Charity game tickets are also available.
All proceeds benefit local charities. For
more information call (810) 364-6800
or (810) 300-4891.

Memphis – April 2
Fidget Quilts, Memphis Library,

34830 Potter St., 6:00 p.m. Learn
how to sew a fidget quilt. These quilts
are used for Alzheimer’s, dementia
and little kids who need something
to do with their hands. All materials
will be provided. The blankets will be
distributed to retirement homes in the
area. Bring your sewing scissors and
sewing tools. For more information call
(810) 392-2980.
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Casco – April 3 & 10
All-You-Can-Eat Friday Fish Fry,

scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage,
biscuits and gravy, juice, coffee, fruit
and more. Carryouts available. For
more information email Mary Beth at
mbf1958@att.net.

to work on and share. You’re sure to
have an enjoyable afternoon visiting
us here in Ira, making new friends
and seeing their creations as well. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

Yale – April 6 – 11
Easter Egg Hunt, Yale Library, 2

Marysville – April 14
Putting Together Pieces of
History, Marysville Library, 1175

Perch Point Conservation Club,
7930 Meisner Rd., doors open 4:00
p.m., dinner served 5:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m. Join us every Friday during
lent (February 28 – April 10, 2020)
for all you can eat: pollock, (chicken
nuggets available for children), choice
of French fries or potato (while they
last), coleslaw, salad, roll and dessert.
Adults $11. Cash bar. For more
information call (810) 523-8115 or
(586) 484-9175.

Jones St., during library hours. Kids up
through age 12, join the fun! Search
for an Easter egg and get a prize. Limit
one egg per child. Registration is not
required. For more information call
(810) 387-2940.

Kimball – April 3
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek American

Marine City – April 10
Money Smart Kids! Marine

Legion Post #525, 4:30 p.m. – 7:00
p.m. Held the first Friday of every
month, including holidays. Adults $8,
children under 10 $3. Includes fish
(deep-fried) dry batter or beer batter,
also baked (no batter), baked potato,
coleslaw, tossed salad, dinner roll,
water, coffee and a piece of cake for
dessert. Pop also available for $1 a
can. For more information email John
at hayman11@comcast.net.

Yale – April 3
Knights of Columbus Council
8710 Friday Fish Fry Dinner,

Fr. Dunn Hall, Sacred Heart Church,
310 N. Main, lunch noon – 1:00 p.m.,
dinner 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., or until
sold out. Carryouts are available.
Suggest donation is $12. For more
information visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/KofC8710.

Port Huron – April 4
Bottle Cap Magnets, Port Huron

City Library, 300 S. Parker, 10:00
a.m. Celebrate Michigan Money
Smart Week with a special money
smart storytime. Listen to Save it!
A Moneybunny Book by Cinders
McLeod. Make a mini piggy-bank and
enjoy other money-related activities.
All participants will receive a free book.
Intended for children K – 4th grade. For
more information call (810) 765-5233.

Memphis – April 10
Lent Cod Fish Fry, American

Legion/Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman
Rd., 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. The best
around. $10 adults, $5 ages 5 – 12,
4 and under free. Serving 9 oz. of
fish, unlimited hot bar, salad table
and homemade desserts. Carryouts
available. For more information call
Mary Beth at (586) 291-7029.

Algonac – April 13
Christian Fiction Book Club,

Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 2:00
p.m. It is craft time at the library. Stop
in and make a personalized bottle cap
magnet. Stick it to the fridge, locker
and more. Intended for grades 1st
– 8th. For more information call
(810) 987-7323 ext. 2500.

Algonac-Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair
River Dr., 6:00 p.m. Meet kindred
spirits as you share your thoughts
on the Christian novel of the month.
Registration is requested. April’s
selection is Summer Wives, by Beatriz
Williams. For more information call
(810) 794-4471.

St. Clair – April 4
Euchre Tournament & FUN,

Lakeport – April 13, 20 & 27
American Sign Language,

St. Clair Masonic Temple, 1800 St.
Clair Hwy., doors open at 1:00 p.m.,
playing begins at 1:30 p.m. This event
is hosted by Cornell Marysville Chapter
#93. Public is welcome! Admission
$10 per person, door prizes and 50/50
drawing. Refreshments are provided.
For more details call Diane at
(586) 337-2129.

Fort Gratiot – April 5
The Joyful Sounds Quartet,

Lakeshore Presbyterian Church, 5235
Lakeshore Rd., 6:00 p.m. Promoting
Southern Gospel music and Christian
unity. For more information visit
lakeshoresoutherngospel.com.

Memphis – April 5
Freewill Donation Offering
Breakfast, American Legion/

Scribner Hall, 34330 Bordman
Rd., 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Serving

(810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!

Burtchville Towship Library, 7097
Second St., 6:00 p.m. Learn basic
communication skills in sign language.
All ages welcome. Registration
requested. For more information call
(810) 385-8550.

Smiths Creek – April 13
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Masonic

Lodge #491, 335 Henry St., 8:00
a.m. – noon $7 for adults. Includes:
pancakes, French toast, eggs, bacon,
toast, potatoes, orange juice, coffee
and white or chocolate milk. Held
the 2nd Sunday of every month. For
more information email John at
hayman11@comcast.net.

Fair Haven – April 14
Hooks and Needles, Ira Township

Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 2:00 p.m.
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Needlework crafters, bring your craft

Delaware, 6:00 p.m. Michigan author
William Anderson has written 25 books
and more than 100 articles for national
publications on history, biography and
travel. He’ll share tips and methods
to help you begin writing your own
history, as well as inspiring anecdotes
about his subjects, including Laura
Ingalls Wilder, the singing Von
Trapps and Wally Bronner. For more
information call (810) 364-9493.

Capac – April 16
Who Picked That Book? Capac

Library, 111 N. Main, 6:00 p.m. Join us
as we explore eclectic works of fiction
and nonfiction on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. For more information call
(810) 395-7000.

St. Clair – April 16
Blue Water Butterflies, St. Clair

Library, 310 S. Second St., 7:00 p.m.
Please join Kirsten Lyons, Stewardship
Director of the Friends of the St.
Clair River, in discussing local efforts
between that group and the Michigan
Butterfly Network in monitoring and
managing wildlife habitats all around
our watershed. For more information
call (810) 329-3951.

Kimball – April 18
Snacks and a Show – Frozen 2,
Kimball Township Library, 1955 N.
Allen Rd., 2:00 p.m. We won’t blame
you for singing along, even if your
mouth is full of popcorn. Rated PG.
Registration is requested by calling
(810) 982-9171.

Marysville – April 23
St. Clair County Genealogy
and History Society, Collective

Expressions, 1112 Gratiot Ave.,
6:00 p.m. Terry Ernst will give
a presentation on “Preservation
and Restoration of Your Photos”.
Meetings are free and are open to the
public. For more information contact
vlarmstrong60@gmail.net.

Clay – April 25
American Indian Festival,

Algonac High School, 5200 Taft Rd.,
noon – 4:00 p.m., doors open at
10:30 a.m. Powwow dancing – grand
entry at noon. Open to the public.
Free admission. American Indian/
First Nations’ traders are invited
(pre-register). For more information
call Susan Wrobel at (586)725-0284
ext. 1425 or email her at
swrobel@abs.misd.net.
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Memphis – April 25
Elvis is Bringing a Little
Graceland to Memphis, American

Legion Post 566, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
doors open at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 7:00
p.m., show at 8:00 p.m. Darrin Hagel
will be performing an Elvis tribute. $25
presale; $30 at the door, if not sold
out. Dinner will be chicken, potatoes,
vegetables, pasta, salads and
homemade desserts. Any questions
call Mary Beth at (586) 291-7029. For
reservations call (248) 955-3163 and
leave a message.

Kimball Twp. – April 28
New Life Christian Academy
Spring Open House, 5517 Griswold
Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Families
are encouraged to visit the school,
meet the teachers, view the curriculum
and textbooks and ask about extracurricular opportunities, as well as
see classes being taught. Come and
see what makes New Life different!
Preschool through twelfth grade.
Information and enrollment packets
will be available. For more information
call (810) 367-3770 ext. 100.

SANILAC
Port Sanilac – April 5
Neil Woodward – Michigan's
Troubadour – in Concert, Sanilac

County Historic Village and Museum,
228 South Ridge St., 3:00 p.m. –
4:00 p.m. Neil Woodward’s musical
performances bring to life the Michigan
experience for Great Lakes audiences.
Stories of Michigan folks; a festival of
songs and musical sounds with voice,
fiddle, banjo, dulcimer, concertina,
guitar, harmonica, mandolin, whistle
and more! Songs from Superior to
Erie, celebrating lumberjacks, miners,
sailors, auto workers, farmers, teachers,
railroaders, hobos, mothers, fathers,
sons, daughters, dogs and cats.
Members will be admitted free and
guests charged $10 at the door. For
more information visit eventbrite.com/e/
neil-woodward-michigans-troubador-inconcert-tickets-93931992117.

Sandusky – April 25
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
Country night – best dressed country
dude or dudette contest. Spend the
evening dancing to all your favorite
country songs played by Lighthouse
Three, including line dancing and some
square dancing. Monthly birthday cake
will be served. Everyone is welcome.
The cost for guests is $7, and new
attendees are asked to bring a snack
to share (popcorn, veggie sticks,
Chex mix, etc.) Contact Nancy at
(586) 663-5306 for more information.
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Due to the COVID-19 virus and the Michigan Governor’s directive to
suspend non-essential business, we will be unable to issue a May edition.
We had to make this tough decision based on our projected return
to work date and the amount of time it takes to put the paper together.

Look for our next issue in June 2020.

Look for our next edition in June 2020!
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THUMBPRINT NEWS
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ONLY 3 STEPS TO ENTER!

Go to facebook.com/ThumbPrintNews/reviews/
Make sure you’ve “Liked” our page and then find
where it asks “Do you recommend ThumbPrint News?”
and click YES!! Then give us a review in the pop-up
window that appears, and post it for all to see!
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facebook.com/ThumbPrintNews. The winner will be notified via private message in Facebook Messenger. This 1-year subscription
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Value of this prize is $30.

I lied on my Weight Watchers list. I put down that I had three eggs... but they were Cadbury chocolate eggs. ~Caroline Rhea
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Submitted by Robert Eager

Petty Officer First Class Tallulah Bobby, a sophomore at Cros-Lex High School, was
presented with the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal at the F.C. Sherman Division
annual banquet on Saturday, February 1st. Blue Water Chapter members Bob Eager and
Jack Wilton presented the award.
P.O. Bobby has been involved in the Sea Cadet program since she was 11 and currently
serves as her unit’s leading petty officer. She has been recognized by supervising officers
for her leadership and her assistance working with younger cadets. She is even requested
by those officers to assist them with their training, based on their observation of her
leadership skills.
SAR, Sons of the American Revolution, is a patriotic, historical and educational
service organization. Membership is open to men who are descendants of someone who
served in the military or provided patriotic service during the American Revolution.
Each year, the SAR presents thousands of awards to law enforcement officers, public
safety officers, and other citizens who exemplify the best civic traditions of our nation.
This includes young men and women who are leaders in our communities. For more
information visit missar.org.

I think we need to do some deep soul searching about
what’s important in our lives and renew our spirit and our
spiritual thinking, whether it’s through faith-based religion
or just through loving nature or helping your fellow man.
- Louie Schwartzberg

www.freepik.com>Blue background photo created by jannoon028

MADGE & WALDO

with Mrs. Wedbetter

Recently retired couple
(early 60's). Mrs. Wedbetter,
single lady about 15 years
older than Madge and
Waldo. She is constantly
competing with Waldo and
almost always gets the
best of him.
By Larry Rann,
Cartoonist from
St. Clair, Michigan

Birds are chirping, plants are blooming and hibernating animals
are poking about; you know what this means, right? Spring! Spring
is finally here! When most people hear the word hibernation, their
thoughts usually jump to bears, but did you know there is a much
more common animal that hibernates in Michigan? I’ll give you three hints as to
what it is: 1. It is the only true flying mammal; 2. It thrives in darkness; and 3. It
inspired one of the coolest superheroes.
If you guessed the bat, you are correct. As soon as it starts growing colder
outside, bats begin to seek out a comfy and snug place to sleep for the winter,
usually inside commercial and residential buildings. Bats can find their way inside
your home through an opening as small as 3/8 inch in diameter. Once inside,
they will make themselves nice and cozy in your attic, wall voids, ceiling voids
and chimneys. Now that winter has passed, these bats are starting to wake up,
and they are hungry. This is, in fact, a really great thing because bats feed from
the late afternoon to the early morning and can eat up to the equivalent of their
body weight every night. They use echolocation to find and capture their prey:
mosquitoes, moths, flies, beetles and an assortment of other insects. Many of the
insects bats consume can cause devastating damage to crops. Not only that, but bat
droppings, also known as guano, fertilizes over 500 species of plants, and bats play
a key role in spreading seeds and pollinating plants.
All of this means that while bats can be an incredible nuisance inside your home,
they are very beneficial to our environment. Worldwide, there are more than 1,300
species of bats, but at least 70 species are endangered. If your home was chosen
as a winter retreat, it’s important to remember bats should not be harmed when
removing them. The safest way to remove bats from your home is to have them
excluded back into nature. Once they are out, bat-proofing your home is vital in
keeping them out for good. Bat work can only be done certain times of the year.
Two months that must be avoided when excluding bats are June and July. This is
when they are having their pups, and pups cannot fly until three to seven weeks
after birth. Excluding mother bats from homes during this time would cause the
pups to die.
A colony of bats inside your home can be very destructive. They can destroy
insulation, and their feces and urine will cause staining and an awful odor. One
way to determine if you have bats in your home is if you hear scratching and
high-pitched squeaking. Another way is if you see any flying inside your home.
It’s important you know not to touch them though! Bats can carry and transmit
diseases, and can bite when they feel threatened. Rabies and histoplasmosis are
just two potential diseases that bats can transmit. Histoplasmosis is an infection
caused by fungus found in bird and bat droppings and is transmitted to humans
by airborne mold spores. Most infections are mild and produce flu-like symptoms,
but to people with a compromised immune system, the infection can be much
worse. If you are bitten by a bat, seek immediate medical attention.
The next step is getting the bats out of your home safely, so as not to harm
yourself or the bat. The best way to insure this is by calling a professional. ABC
Home & Commercial Services has certified, experienced wildlife technicians that
can perform a full home inspection and identify all the entrances the bats use to
get inside. Our technicians do not kill or harm the bats, but safely exclude them
from your home. Once the bats are out, we will then seal up all the areas they
could find to get back in.
Bats also carry bat bugs. After your home is rid of the bats, it must be treated
for bat bugs. Without the bats to feed on, bat bugs will make their way into your
living space in search of new hosts, such as people and pets. Call ABC Home &
Commercial Services now at (810) 794-5678 to setup your bat inspection and get
the removal process going!
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Home & Commercial Services
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Genesee Lapeer

Sanilac

St. Clair

Oakland Macomb
Including
Harsens Island

Wayne

A multiservice company that you can trust!
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