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The Gift of Remembrance

By Brenda L. Williams, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
a historical journey
hen it comes to researching the local history of white set inside a delicately carved wooden frame. There
St. Clair County, Michigan, you never know what was an innocence about her that held me. The photograph
you might find or encounter. As a historical writer, I am often was accompanied by an identifying nameplate, which read,
tempted to share my research process with my audience. “Elizabeth Murphy, photograph from original painting by
There are some who might believe this makes for tedious Wilheim Fuchs painter. Donated by Marjorie Benedict
reading. I apologize to those who feel this way. Personally, Schultz.”
I am more of the belief that in sharing my process, I can
Being fond of the picture, I wanted to find out more about
highlight my appreciation for the donors, educational this Elizabeth Murphy and her possible connection to the
institutions, societies, museums, interest groups, writers, McMorran family. I asked Veronica Campbell, the Director
media specialists, and private individuals who make up our of Exhibits and Collections for the museum at the time,
historical community. We are so lucky to have such a rich for a digital copy of the photograph. I felt certain she was
and colorful history. We are also fortunate to have a great probably a relation to Andrew Murphy, Henry McMorran’s
historical community dedicated to preserving and sharing son-in-law.
that history. Without them, I could not do what I do.
When I arrived home, I immediately set to work on
I wanted to share with you a historical journey that researching Elizabeth. I investigated Andrew Murphy’s
started with a portrait and ends with a man whose private roots in Ohio but could find no information about an
homage to the fallen soldiers of his generation eventually Elizabeth Murphy linked to his family. After many weeks,
found its place in our history. Personal experience, my research of her was dead in its tracks. I put her away in
donative efforts, historical institutions, and
a file and moved on.
local history writing paved my path. This
elizabeth murphy moore
piece is dedicated to those whose actions
During
the
summer
of 2018, I spent a long
collectively led me to Mr. J.W. Benedict’s
weekend
in
Detroit.
On
my visit, I went to
story. We all join with you to honor and
the
John
King
Bookstore.
While looking
remember our brave soldiers who gave
over
their
massive
local
history
collection,
their lives for our liberties and freedoms
I
came
across
a
pamphlet
published
in 1973
th
this month as we approach April 12 – a
by
Rosamonde
H.
Earle.
The
hand-drawn
day that will forever mark the beginning
sketches throughout the book were so
of the Civil War.
charming; I could not resist the purchase.
the lady in the portrait
When I returned home, I sat down and
One rainy day in the fall of 2017, I
read the pamphlet. It contained a small
was looking over some genealogical
story on a home called “Belle Reve”,
documents on the McMorran family at
which is French for “beautiful dream.” I
the Port Huron Museum. While studying
learned Belle Reve was built in St. Clair
the files, I came across a collection of
by Congressman Justin R. Whiting in 1892,
photographs. I was drawn to the face of
who sold it to a George Gordon Moore in
Elizabeth Murphy, date unknown
(Photo courtesy of Port Huron Museum)
a woman all dressed up in crimson and
1910. As I continued reading, I discovered
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Whether your space is large or small, our unique system eliminates the stress, mess and high prices of traditional bath remodels.
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"the

last camp"

We have met in the camp where our heroes are resting,
Who stood by that flag that floats o’er their graves,
Though their faces are hid we shall never forget them,
Nor our voices keep silent in accents of praise.
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J. W. Benedict's poem referenced in this month's cover article,
"The Gift of Remembrance" by Brenda L. Williams.
Seen below are the first and last pages of the poem,
included to show style and hand-writing sample.
(Photos courtesy of The Henry Ford website.)

How ready and willing when the nation was calling,
They put on the armor the union to save,
Through the storm clouds of fire that round them were raging,
They fought bled and died neath our flag that still waves.
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Their deeds so heroic in effulgence are shining,
To their names all immortal pure homage we bring,
In token of honor we have gathered together,
To strew o’er their graves the flowers of Spring.
No power on earth can awake them to battle,
They have conquered through death the greatest of foes,
They will suffer no more from earths trials and conflicts
In these graves they are taking their final repose.
Here victory and peace in silence commingles,
Here beauty and fragrance doth richly abound,
Here! Here! Lies the martyrs who will ne’er be forgotten,
In these dark lonely cells neath these grass covered mounds.
Go cover their tombs with the sweetest of flowers,
Come sing o’er these loved ones your requiems low,
May we feel in our hearts pure gratitude flowing,
For those heroes who died with their face to the foe.
How many in prison under vandal oppression,
Found death by starvation their only relief,
We can freely forgive but never forget them,
Whose cruelty doubled our burden of grief.
Aye! Well can America boast of her freedom,
Unequaled in liberty, wealth, and renown,
She was bought with a price that equals her value,
It’s the lives of our heroes in the graves we stand round.

Historical Article
Authors Wanted
Email ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net for info!

May peace like the sun, shine over our nation,
And hope and prosperity lighten the gloom,
Till the glorious reunion in the eternal kingdom,
Where all shall awake from the earths sorrowing tomb.

twenty-two years later
The years have fled by like a bird on the wing,
And our comrades grown aged and gray,
They are fast passing over to join the dead heroes,
Where no one can tell the Blue from the Gray.
Thence mighty army’s great chieftains departed,
Together with many as true and as brave,
Our memory still clings to their names and their glory,
Tho absent they speak to us now from the grave.
Fraternity sounds the glad words of reunion,
And comrades greet comrades like brothers again,
God bless the grand Army of this mighty nation,
True patriots, staunch heroes, and bravest of men.
Leave a place in your hearts, young men for our nation,
For those loyal old comrades who are meeting today,
They will soon cross the river to join the great Army,
Where suffering and trials have all passed away.
Signed by J.W. Benedict
Port Huron, Michigan, May 30, 1894
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A TALE OF SIX BROTHERS

Imagine how the parents of a son feel
when that offspring enlists in the Army
during a devastating war. Certainly, there
is a heightened level of stress and anxiety,
if not fear. Now, think about how they
might feel if two of their sons made that
same decision and went off to battle. Let
us take this growing scenario to a higher
level. Suppose there was a family of 16
siblings, ten daughters and six sons, and
all the boys enlisted within a short period
of time and went to fight for their nation.
Are you feeling some emotions as you
mentally digest the story? I know as a
parent and military veteran, I can.
On a wall adjacent to my desk hang
several framed items of memorabilia,
many of which recognize ancestors I
would like to have known. Within those
glass-covered enclosures rests many
stories, some I have learned, but others
I have never been told and will probably
never know. They are of many members
of my family who can now only be found
captured on my family tree and under
fading stones in area cemeteries.
More than a decade ago I wrote an
article for the ThumbPrint News about
two great-great-grandfathers who never
knew each other and were enlisted
members of the Grand Army of the
Republic (GAR). Each marched or, as
was the case, rode into many battles
of the Civil War, this nation’s horrific
internal conflict that sometimes would
pit northern family members against
southern relatives.
My story here relates to a paternal
lineage that draws me back to that time
in our nation’s history and to the specific
surname of Montney. It is a name that
may still be recognized in the Thumb
area’s communities of Memphis, Yale
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By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

and Algonac. Certainly, you will find soldier brothers, each a member of
the name on grave markers in local separate Army units, all fought in the
cemeteries.
Battle of Gettysburg in 1863, and all
To tell this story and how it relates survived to return home.
to Thumb area history and, more
specifically, to my family, we need to
leave Michigan. In Montgomery County,
and later in Jefferson County, in the state
of New York, lived Joseph Montney, Jr.,
my great-great-great-grandfather. He
was a descendant of a Revolutionary
War Army officer and was himself a
veteran of the War of 1812, in which he
was wounded in battle. Joseph
later immigrated to Ontario,
Canada, and, following the
After being discharged from the GAR,
Civil War to Michigan,
Byron returned to what was now his
settling in Armada and
father’s home in Memphis, Michigan.
later in St. Clair, Genesee
There in neighboring Armada, he met
and Ogemaw Counties,
and in 1868 married Jane Scribner,
working as a farmer.
the daughter of Solomon and Ursula
Together with his wife,
Scribner. Together they had nine
Sarah Jane, he raised 16
children, the fifth of which was my
children, the last of which Joseph Montney, Jr. great-grandmother, Grace. Byron died
was my great-great-grandfather, Byron.
in October 1938 and is buried in the
Grandpa Byron was born in 1847, Memphis Cemetery.
while his parents were still residents
This story could move in several
of Canada. In December 1863, at the directions and create still more stories
age of 15 (yes, he falsified his age at since many of the brothers relocated
enlistment), he had the burning desire to to other areas of the state, as well as
join his brothers to fight for the “Union the nation. Of special interest to the
Blue”. He enlisted in Company I, 14th residents of Memphis, Yale and later
Regiment, New York Heavy Artillery Algonac, however, is the name Charles
Volunteers, which later became part L. Montney, Byron’s third oldest brother
of the Infantry Division. During his and my great-great-uncle. He was the
enlistment, he fought in 22 battles and first of the brothers to enter the Grand
attained the rank of corporal. I am told Army of the Republic in 1861, and he
that a favorite tale of his was having been was promoted to First Lieutenant three
only a few yards from and witnessing years later. His military records show that
the negotiated surrender of Confederate he fought at the second Bull Run, Sabin
General Robert E. Lee to Union General Crossroad, Gettysburg and Antietam.
Ulysses S. Grant. What is astounding to During those battles, he had five horses
me is that he and his five other Union shot from beneath him. After his re-

enlistment,
he achieved
the rank of
Captain and
was finally
discharged in
Texas in 1866.
Charles settled in the Yale area with
his wife Charlotte. In his later years, he
resided with his grandson Winslow in
Algonac. Winslow fought in the SpanishAmerican War and is buried in Algonac.
Charles was a farmer and worked in a
woolen mill in Yale, served as a member
of the Yale School Board and the local
Soldiers’ Widows Relief Fund. For 25
years he was the sheriff in Yale.
As I return to the wall of framed
memorabilia, I find evidence of family
members I never knew but have great
respect for. There is a framed certificate
of my membership in the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War and below it
another framed certificate of hereditary
companionship in the Military Order of
the Loyal Legion of the United States.
This brief tale of Grandpa Byron
and his five brothers could surely
grow into other stories. With their
ten sisters, the Montney siblings
produced 60 children, each creating
branches of a growing family tree and
each offering additional chapters to an
expanded commentary. I sometimes
wonder where I fit in that evergrowing tree and how my ancestors
have impacted my life. Maybe I am
able to have a better understanding
by examining a quote of American
poet and novelist Sylvia Plath: “I am
but one more drop in the great sea of
matter, defined, with the ability to
realize my existence.”
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WHEN’S
THE RIGHT
TIME FOR
AN ANNUAL
CHECK-UP?
RIGHT NOW.

Your primary care physician is your first
point of contact for all your health care
needs. And if you’re like most people,
it may have been a while since you’ve
seen yours.
Your primary care physician can help
you manage your health, from getting
your annual screenings to partnering
with you to care for a chronic condition.
If it’s been more than a year since
you’ve seen your primary care doctor,
schedule an appointment today for an
annual check-up.

Need a new primary care physician?
With online scheduling and next-day
appointments, McLaren Medical Group
physicians are here to help.
Find out more today at
mclaren.org/mphPCP

April 2022

April 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!

Page 5

Annual Appointment Checkup
April 1 - 30, 2022
Medical professionals report it is important for people age
50 and over to have their hearing evaluated annually.
That’s why we are sponsoring a FREE Hearing
Screening April 1 - 30, 2022, to assess
your hearing health.

April 7 th is World Health Day, a great
time to focus on one of the most neglected
areas of our health, our auditory system.
It is such a noisy world out there! With
all the noise that surrounds us daily –
airplanes, construction, emergency vehicles,
motorcycles, fireworks, loud music – we are all at risk for some level of
hearing loss in the future. According to the Hearing Loss Association
of America, approximately 48 million Americans (20 percent) report
some degree of hearing loss. That’s why it’s so important to have our
hearing checked regularly, especially as we get older. Hearing loss is
dangerous if left untreated, so it is imperative to address the condition
as early as possible. Hearing loss has been linked to other health
conditions such as: dementia, Alzheimer’s, emotional strain, fatigue,
depression, social isolation and increases in one’s risk of falling.
It’s always important to be proactive about your health and take
advantage of your local hearing care providers that offer free hearing
screenings. Screenings help detect the start of hearing loss and
prevent further hearing issues. Do you feel like you should schedule
a hearing test, but feel curious what the visit entails? It’s normal to
hesitate on taking the first step, but rest assured, there’s nothing to
worry about and you’ll be thankful you did!

In addition, we use state-of-the-art Video Otoscope
technology to inspect the inside of your ear canal.
This procedure is quick and comfortable.
As your dedicated hearing
care partner, Beltone will:
A Video Otoscope exam may reveal
such common problems as:
• Excessive wax build-up
• Damage to the eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in the middle ear
• Other conditions
The entire evaluation is free, and you
are under no obligation.

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate
about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their
website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of
their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

• Guarantee a lifetime of dedicated
hearing care partnership.
• Recommend tailored hearing
solutions to best suit your lifestyle.
• Offer cutting-edge hearing devices
developed with award-winning
technology.

Call today. You will be glad you did.

GIFT CARD

$1000

*

THE OFFICE VISIT – STEP BY STEP

First Step: Lifestyle assessment. Understanding more about your lifestyle
and hearing priorities helps a specialist provide individualized care.
Are you outdoorsy? Do you frequent restaurants and public places? Do
you enjoy television, music, movies and lectures? All of these kinds of
things and more play into the development of hearing loss and the type
of hearing aids right for you, if should you need them.
Second Step: Review of your general health and hearing history.
Many people are surprised by how much our overall health and
the medications we take can impact our hearing. Several common
conditions can adversely affect our ability to hear.
Third Step: Hearing evaluation. A hearing evaluation includes several
tests that measure how well you hear a variety of sounds, such as tones
and speech. It will consist of a visual examination of your ear using an
otoscope, an air and bone conduction test and word discrimination test.
Fourth Step: Hearing test results. After your hearing evaluation, your
specialist will review your results on an audiogram, which is a visual
representation of how well you are hearing. Based on the findings,
either your hearing is in tip top shape and you should repeat testing
once a year, or you will proceed to the fifth step.
Fifth Step: Diagnosis and treatment plan. If a hearing loss is found
and hearing aids are able to treat your loss, the specialist will give
a comprehensive diagnosis and suggest a wide range of hearing
products to fit your hearing care needs, lifestyle and budget.

• Take the time to get to know you.

Expires April 30, 2022

$1000* GIFT CARD!

BAD AXE • CARO • FORT GRATIOT • LAPEER
HARBOR BEACH • MARINE CITY • SANDUSKY
BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Imagine hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount
taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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ONE SMALL THING
CAN HELP UKRAINE
OR YOUR NEIGHBOR

By Patricia Cosner Kubic,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Do one thing. Do one thing, even if it’s a small thing. Do one small
thing to help make an unimaginable situation less awful. I’m not
suggesting a goal of altruism. I’m just repeating what so many before
me have said: no effort to comfort is ever considered small by those
receiving the relief.
It’s interesting how events on the other side of the globe can cause
our hearts to miss a beat. For years, decades probably, the word
“Ukraine” never crossed my mind, let alone my heart. Now that word,
those people are all I can think about. I check my newsfeeds before I
even get out of bed, hoping that the headline tells me that Russia has
withdrawn its forces. As I write this, things are so bleak. But, maybe
by publication date, there will be a reason to feel optimistic? For now, I
worry while I bow down to the stout response of the Ukrainian people.
Watching their indefatigable pushback can’t be all I can do. But,
I can’t help but think that nothing I can do can make a difference.
Not only am I wrong, but I’m also possibly lazy. Kindness toward
strangers is one of the best ways to spend our energies. On one
of my recent newsfeed scrolls, I saw a picture of a row of strollers.
Honestly, I thought it was an ad for a coffee shop encouraging stayat-home parents to stop in for a yummy cup of brew. My assumption
was wrong; it was actually a line of donated strollers that people left at
the Ukraine border for parents who were forced to leave their country
carrying their kid(s). There was a simple sign: FREE STROLLERS.
Can you imagine the relief these parents, mostly women because so
many men have stayed behind to fight, felt by being able to put their
child in a stroller and stop carrying them? I wonder which relief was
more potent: relaxing their arms or exhaling, knowing some muchfocused help came from strangers.
While it would be difficult for anyone in the southeastern Michigan
area to leave a stroller at the border, gratefully, ideas are popping up
all over. We just have to do one small thing. My suggestion for that one
small thing could be a bag of dog or cat food. The IFAW (International
Fund for Animal Welfare; www.ifaw.org) has set up animal shelters
for pets that had to be left behind after their owners fled Ukraine. I
can’t imagine the courage and dedication it takes for the volunteers
to stay in such dangerous areas to take care of abandoned animals.
As I write this, the IFAW is begging for pet food. And, if I had to guess,
by the time this goes to press, the animals will still be
homeless and hungry. I don’t say this to lay on a
guilt trip. I say this because doing one small thing
can indeed make a difference.
With that one bag of food, seemingly one small
thing, so many tummies will get filled up. And
when hunger is not yelling at someone,
including a furry someone, the day is
easier. And in a country where easy days
feel like something too big to hope for, one
small thing in Ukraine or in your neighborhood
can make that hope seem possible.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com
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SENIOR PETS
CATS AND DOGS IN HUMAN YEARS
By Dr. Elizabeth Gray,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Keeping Your Senior Pets Healthy
As our pets age, their daily needs can change.
As you can see by this chart from the American
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), both
dogs and cats are in the equivalent of their “50s”
at the age of 7. By 15 years old, pets are well
into their “70s”.

Just like us, pets require more frequent medical care as they age. Because
pets age much faster than humans, some geriatric pets can benefit from
increasing wellness exams to every six months. This can help detect
problems sooner, allowing proper treatment.
Some examples of these common issues include dental disease, arthritis/
lameness, eyesight changes, and lumps or masses.
Dental issues can arise quickly and cause pain. Look for subtle changes
in appetite or eating behavior. As most of us know, dental issues can be
sensitive or painful. This can make your pet hesitant to drink water or chew
properly. Regular dental care, especially for geriatric pets, can help keep
your pet’s quality of life top-notch.

April 2022

Arthritis is a major concern for our aging pets. Some signs of arthritis
include not jumping up on furniture, not asking to go outside as frequently,
or stiffness when rising or laying down. One of the best ways to prevent
or combat arthritis is maintaining a proper weight. Less weight means less
stress on the joints. There are also several options for supplements to support
joint health for both cats and dogs. Ask your vet if one is right for your pet.
Over-the-counter options can be beneficial but take care to read the labels.
While some formulations may seem less expensive, they may contain a
fraction of the active ingredient your pet needs to see the benefits. Sometimes
our pets need more than supplements for joint health. There are many options
to safely relieve arthritic pain that your vet can help with. From traditional
pain medications such as NSAIDs, to therapeutic laser sessions, there are
many ways to help your pet maintain mobility.
Eyesight can become an issue for geriatric pets as well. Issues such
as glaucoma and cataracts can arise, especially if your pet’s breed is
predisposed. Eyesight loss can be difficult to detect, as dogs and especially
cats can adapt extremely well to vision loss. If you have any concerns with
your pet’s vision, ask your vet. When caught early, some causes of sight loss
can be managed, extending eyesight for your pet.
Lumps and bumps are a common issue for aging pets. Some lumps are of
little concern and can be merely a cosmetic issue. Others, however, can be
cancerous. It is best to have any new masses or changes in masses checked
out by your veterinarian. If deemed necessary, your vet can take a sample
from the mass or remove a suspicious mass
completely. Once removed, testing can tell us
exactly what the mass is, and if any further
treatment is necessary. The earlier a mass
is removed the better. Smaller masses mean
smaller incisions, lower risk of complications
and shorter anesthesia time. If you find a
lump, don’t wait!
Even if your pet doesn’t show any signs
of aging, annual wellness blood work is
Furio, age 14
a great way to start off your pet’s geriatric
years. It usually requires only a small sample
of blood and gives valuable information about
the internal function. This information includes
kidney function, liver function, and blood sugar
to name just a few. Next time your pet is due
for an exam, consider adding this additional
testing. Many disease processes can be treated
or managed, especially when detected in the
early stages. If your pet requires long-term
medications, this blood work can also help
ensure their body can process it properly and
Mordy, age 12
minimize unwanted side effects.
Editorial note: Dr. Gray serves the St. Clair County area with In The Pink Mobile
Veterinary Services. She is based out of Goodells, Michigan. To reach out to
Dr. Gray, please call (810) 985-3011 or visit her website at inthepinkpetcare.com.
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

We are well on our way to that glorious time in Michigan, thawing Earth
and warm spring days!
This is the time I start planning what landscaping I am going to refresh
around the cottage and see what survived the harsh cold and wind
around the place.
Weekend trips to the cottage become more frequent and checking the
weekly weather forecast in the area is a daily occurrence before planning
a road trip.
However, I did find a way to be able to keep an eye out on not only the
weather but the area surrounding the cottage as well, outdoor cameras.
Oh, the things you see in the middle of the night up north! I now know I
have a family of feral cats that take shelter on my porch, and they use it
as a staging area before a fight. Raccoons waddle by and glance up the
windows and a few opossums skitter about. This summer the late-night
animal activities will be even busier, I’m sure!
Now I don’t have to rely on the ever-changing weather forecast or
bother my neighbors who live up there full-time about how much snow
is on the ground. Gone are the days of wondering if I should chance a
drive up with my car, not knowing if I’d even have a place to park without
getting stuck in the drifting snow piles.
I highly doubt I will spot the Thumb Area Sasquatch walking around my
place, but I love knowing I can check out what is happening at any given
moment.
This May makes 10 years I have owned my piece of tranquility. How
crazy it is to think it’s been a decade already. I still feel like it’s so new to
me. I still remember the day my kids and I walked in to look at the place
before making the seller an offer, I knew it was the place we wanted.
It’s taken some time and work to make our seasonal home close
to being perfect – even though in my eyes it already IS perfect.
I have never once regretted the purchase of it. And now I can always
keep an eye on the place thanks to modern technology! I don’t know why
I didn’t do this sooner.
Goodbye, Winter! Spring has Sprung, ThumbPrint News Readers!

(810) 794-5678 for safe wildlife removal!
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The more I researched the Moore’s, In 1919, it was sold to Dr. William B.
the more intriguing the story grew. James of Marysville.
This led me to want to find out more
Mr. Benedict died in 1922, when
about the person who donated the Marjorie was a toddler, so she never
portrait. I figured to have made the got to know her grandfather in her
donation, this Marjorie Benedict lifetime. Her interest in him was
Schultz must have known a thing peaked when her family found a handor two about the Moore’s, and more written poem he penned on the back of
than likely she came from
his grocery stationary titled,
St. Clair herself. I soon
“The Last Camp”. His family
found out her family had an
attributes his experience as
interesting story to tell too.
a teenager during the Civil
Marjorie Benedict Schultz
War and his desire to pay
grew up in St. Clair. She
tribute to Civil War Veterans
attended Port Huron High
as the motivating factors to
School. In May of 1941, in her
his writing the poem. The
junior year, she was awarded
poem contains 13 stanzas,
a musical scholarship for her
in which James wrote the
piano playing. Her father, Marjorie Benedict, first nine stanzas in 1872. He
James W. Benedict, Jr., was 1941 (Photo courtesy wrote the last four in 1894,
an attorney who practiced of The Times Herald) 22 years later.
locally. Marjorie appears to have
After
the
family
experienced an idyllic discovered the poem in 1994, Marjorie
childhood growing up learned her grandfather read his poem
in St. Clair with her two at the Memorial Day Ceremony in
brothers. Her family Pine Grove Park in 1894, and she was
loved sailing and often amazed the poem lay unnoticed in his
participated
in
the receipt book for 100 years.
annual Mackinac Races.
According to the
Her
brothers
were f a m i l y, t h e poem
obsessed with planes. has been r e a d a t t h e
They would make paper Henry Ford Museum,
ones and fly them down and a copy was sent
to the Smithsonian’s
Sketch of Belle Reve (Photo courtesy of Life and Times in at Palmer Park. The family even
Early St. Clair, Michigan by Rosamonde H. Earle, 1973) named their dog Lindy, after the
D i v i s i o n
o f
Military History
Brooke, and they resided in the home. super cool pilot, Charles Lindberg.
Marjorie’s grandfather was James and Diplomacy for
Elizabeth lived in the home after
Flavious died for about 15 years. In Wesley Benedict. For more than 30 preservation. Today
1936, she sold it to Russell Feldman, years, he was the proprietor of the you can find a J.W. Benedict's grocery
an eastern industrialist. In 1955, it Benedict Grocery. His storefront digital copy of stationary. (Photos courtesy
was purchased by William Bayer, was i n t h e B e n e d i c t Block on the the poem on of The Henry Ford website)
a Detroit hotel owner. Sadly, Belle
Reve is not standing today. Sometime
after 1955 and before 1973, it was
demolished. Before it was torn down,
a section of the English Red Oak
Paneling purchased from England
by George Moore was preserved and
donated by Bernard Kuhn and Carl
Lasher to St. Clair County Community
College (SC4). The college in turn
Military Street, 1908. Benedict Grocery Building is the first building on the left-hand side of this photo.
donated it to the Port Huron Museum.
The store sign is displaced on the side of the building. (Photo courtesy of Shorpy.com)
It was displayed for many years in
corner of Military T h e H e n r y Ford website. T h e
their McMorran Room. In 2018, the
and Pine Street. o r i g i n a l is being held in The Henry
museum donated the paneling to the
Perhaps you have Ford Collection, gifted in memory of
St. Clair Museum.
seen a picture of James Edward Benedict and Patricia
the portrait donor
h i s b u i l d i n g i n Wightman Benedict. The Henry Ford
After I discovered who Elizabeth
old photographs Collection summary for “The Last
Murphy was, it made sense how her
of Military Street Camp” Poem Collection reads: “This
portrait could have found its way into
i n d o w n t o w n poem, written by J. Wesley Benedict,
the McMorran family documents. It is
Port Huron. This was read at a Memorial Day gathering
my guess the original painting hung in
b u i l d i n g l a t e r in Port Huron, Michigan, in 1894.
the McMorran Room along with the
Benedict expressed gratitude for
J.W. Benedict, 1922 housed the Maxine
paneling from her home. This room
the sacrifices made by those who
(Photo courtesy of Theatre, operated
also held McMorran family items.
The Times Herald) by Henry Goseline.
had fought the Civil War. The first

nine stanzas, written in 1872, reflect
the hardship of war and cost of
freedom. The remaining four stanzas,
added twenty years later, focus on
reconciliation.”
I’ve transcribed the poem and you
can find it on page 2 of this issue.
pine grove park –
soldier ’s monument
It is here I will offer a speculative
guess as to why Mr. Benedict added
the last 4 stanzas of his poem 20 years
after he started it. As I mentioned
earlier, one of my research interests
is Henry McMorran. In his lifetime,
Henry McMorran had a good friend,
Henry Batchelor. Henry and his
father, Jacob Batchelor, were in the
lumber business together. When Jacob
Batchelor died in January of 1892, he
left in his will a $10,000 bequest to the
City of Port Huron to erect a Soldier’s
Monument to honor those lost in the
Civil War. Henry McMorran served as
the Administrator for his estate.
From the summer of 1892 until 1894,
the talk of the town centered around
the Soldier’s Monument and honoring
the local soldiers who fought in the
war. The site of Pine Grove Park was
decided and construction began in the
fall of 1892. A dedication ceremony
took place on November 16, 1893.
Ironically, after the monument was
built, the city passed a resolution
on March 20, 1894, “to authorize
the city clerk to ask Congressman
Whiting to use his influence to secure
several government cannons to place
around the Soldier’s Monument.”
Congressman Whiting was not
successful. This would be the same
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GIFT, Continued from Page 1

a paragraph that read, “Wilhelm
Fuchs, a famous portrait painter from
Berlin, moved in for an entire season
and painted Mrs. Moore, who was a
most exquisite beauty and Virginia
their daughter.” Knowing the artist of
my favored portrait from the museum
was Wilhelm Fuchs, I realized I had
found Elizabeth Murphy!
A f t e r t h e M o o r e ’s a s s u m e d
ownership of Belle Reve, the house
underwent an elaborate remodel with
no expense spared. Unfortunately,
Elizabeth and George divorced
in 1917, whereby Elizabeth was
awarded the home in their divorce
proceedings. George cut his losses
and moved out to California to live
quite an extraordinary life. Elizabeth
e ventually remar r ied M ich ig an
Supreme Court Judge, Flavius L.

Soldiers Monument, Pine Grove Park, Port
Huron, Michigan, circa 1905. (Photo courtesy of
Detroit Publishing Company: Detroit Publishing
Photograph Collection – Library of Congress)
See GIFT Page 23
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By Theresa Nielsen,

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

3995*

freepik.com

$

This complete water softener
courtesy check includes:

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com
Offer expires 06/30/2022
*Any required parts and labor are not included in price of inspection.

Inspect ANY BRAND
non-Kinetico softener
Test water
Check brine drum
Check for proper operation
Adjust all settings
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QU ILT ING DREAMS

CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

FOR JUST

794-5678 to remove moles and voles!

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

As I sit here working on the repair of this antique quilt before me, I
wonder about the person who created the quilt. Did she do it alone or did
she have help? As I cut and sewed new fabrics over the torn parts of the
quilt I also wondered, was I covering up pieces of history, this person’s
memories of days long gone. Happy times or sad times.
This quilt is over 100 years old, so I don’t know the owner. Women and
sometimes men quilted, most of them they made quilts to keep the family
warm. Other times, women gathered together to help each other make
quilts, they would have a “Quilting Bee” sitting together around a large
frame.
When I look at the star pattern of this quilt, I imagine the ladies around
the quilt frame chatting with one another while hand quilting. The children
are under the quilt frame, little girls with their dolls and boys with a book.
Back when these women made these quilts, they were meant to last a
lifetime, to hand down from one generation to the next. A lot of these quilts
were made from scraps of wool, feed sacks and old dresses or aprons. If
you were lucky enough to get one of these quilts handed down, you were
blessed with a treasure. That much-loved quilt might be worn or faded but
it was a family heirloom for sure.
At a time when we have become a throwaway society, many of those
much-loved quilts from long ago would be tossed aside. Think of today’s
televisions, radios and vacuum cleaners. They aren’t built to last, it makes
more sense to buy new instead of paying for a repair. So, the same is true
for the old quilts. Those quilts of our past generations were pieces of our
history, along with other things we should have saved and didn’t.
Now as we age, many of us are thinking of downsizing and decluttering.
Our children don’t want the things we have been saving. I ask myself,
“What about my own quilts? Who will take them, where will they end
up?”
When someone calls me about repairing
a quilt, I always tell them I will try. I know
how much these quilts mean to the people
who made them, I hear it all the time from my
fellow quilters. We love our quilts.
Which makes me wonder about something
else. I wonder, if like me did those quilters
from back in the 1930s and before, did they
Close up of damage
have a stash? The answer must
be yes, no scrap of fabric was
too small. I just can’t throw away
a scrap of fabric, it goes in the
scrap bin with the other scraps.
These pieces come in handy for
not only making a scrap quilt but
for mending a quilt. The scrap
bin is the first place I go to when
mending a quilt, I know I should
be able to find it there.
As I continue to patch and
repair this quilt and others along
Almost completed quilt
the way, my mind wonders about
something else. Spring will be here soon and I’m anxious to get out in my
garden. Will I have this quilt done? I want to plant vegetables and tend to
the roses.
Then someone nudges me, what about the spring cleaning?
“Oh, never mind that,” I tell them as I take another stitch in the neverending world of quilts. There will always be another window to wash or a
closet to clean, but nothing as exciting as my quilts.
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794-5678 to prevent fleas & ticks!

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year, and announced in our
January 2023 issue!

For our March contest, we asked our readers to identify
what is being pictured to the right. Of the readers submitting
the correct answer, Shirley Hoard of Applegate, Michigan,
was randomly chosen as March’s winner. Shirley identified
that what is being pictured is a magnified tip of a ballpoint pen.
According to Wikipedia:
This type of pen “dispenses ink (usually in paste form) over a metal ball at
its point, i.e. over a "ball point". The metal commonly used is steel, brass
or tungsten carbide. The design was conceived and developed as a cleaner
and more reliable alternative to dip pens and fountain pens, and it is now
the world's most-used writing instrument; millions are manufactured
and sold daily.” Celebrate National Ballpoint Pen Day on June 10!
Interesting Pen Facts, according to pens.com:
• Each second of every day, more than 125 ballpoint pens are sold
• An average ballpoint pen will write approximately 50,000 words – or
about 100 pages of text
• 4.3 pens are used, on average, by each person in the United States each
year
• The first ballpoint pens sold in New York (1945) cost $12 each – or about
a day’s wages  (1945 US dollar value, about $180 in 2020 dollars)
• 3.4 billion ballpoint pens are imported into the USA each year
• 56% of individuals own a logoed or customized
ballpoint pen
• 95% of the time, when a person receives a new pen,
the first word they write is their name
For our April contest, we are asking our readers to
identify who this famous person, born in April, pictured to
the left is. Visit our website www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.
Good Luck!
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V OCABULARY V OYAGE
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.”
~ William Butler Yeats
enervate en·er·vate | \ e-nər-ˌvāt

A verb meaning 1: to reduce the mental or moral vigor of, 2: to lessen the vitality
or strength of. First known use: 1603, as defined at sense 1, from Latin enervatus,
past participle of enevare. Ex. The surgery enervated me for weeks afterwards.
Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“When you see a rattlesnake poised to strike,
strike first.” - Navajo - Diné (Dee-nay) Proverb

Navajo Red Rug
c. 1880-1920

Navajo women weave a blanket outside a
hogan. Photo: Ben Wittick, circa 1890. Photo:
Courtesy of Western History/Genealogy
Department, Denver Public Library.

Several Navajos stand near an unhitched wagon in
Shiprock, New Mexico, around 1900. Photo: H.S.
Poley. Courtesy of Western History/Genealogy
Department, Denver Public Library

The Navajo’s
history is linked to
the Grand Canyon.
Archaeological
evidence places
them in the Grand
Canyon area by
the late 1600s
with the earliest
tree-ring date from
a Navajo hogan
ruin being from
1541 in northern
New Mexico.
It is believed they
traveled west
from there.

lackadaisical lack·a·dai·si·cal | \ la-kə-ˈdā-zi-kəl

An adjective meaning 1: lacking life, spirit, or zest : LANGUID, 2: without interest,
vigor, or determination; listless; lethargic; lazy. First known use: mid 17th century
Middle English from “lackaday” which was used to express sorrow and
disappointment, shortened from alack (alas/woe) the day, coined through the
addition of the suffix - ical. Ex. Teachers do not approve of a lackadaisical
approach to homework.

phlegmatic phleg·mat·ic | \ fleg-ˈma-tik

An adjective meaning 1: resembling, consisting of, or producing the humor
phlegm, 2 : having or showing a slow and stolid temperament. First
known use: 14th century, as defined at sense 1, from Middle English
fleume, from Anglo-French, from Late Latin phlegmat-, phlegma,
from Greek, flame, inflammation, phlegm, from phlegein to burn.
Ex. Today’s society as a whole needs to work on being more
phlegmatic and less emotionally volatile and reactive.

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool, making communication simpler, so we will continue our quest
for unusual words and their meanings. Readers can join in our learning journey by submitting
underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
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PESTERING PROBLEMS

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services

Spring and Spiders

With spring officially here, we have much to look forward to. Who doesn't love
the smell of blooming flowers and the sound of chirping birds in the morning? The
sun shines a little brighter over the lengthening days, the grass begins to turn to that
lush shade of green, and cute critters start to appear, looking for a nice leafy snack.
Along with all of these wonderful elements, I’m sure you’re aware that spring also
brings quite a few not so enjoyable things with it − specifically those eight-legged,
creepy crawlers. Not to mention those giant invisible webs I know we’ve all walked
through first thing in the morning.
As the weather warms, spiders seem to come out of the woodwork, invading our
homes, inside and out! Several of these spiders we encounter are species native
to Michigan; however, some non-native ones can be crafty hitchhikers that make
their way into our fine state. Knowing more about the species found all over North
America can help you and your loved ones. Some just cause a nuisance in our lives,
while others can cause severe allergic reactions and medical conditions to people, as
well as physical damage to our homes. It’s important for you to know the difference
as you begin to see them emerge. Right now, I want to teach you a little more about
two extremely feared and frequently discussed types of spiders – black widow and
brown recluse.
First of all, you should know how to identify these spiders.
The brown recluse is unique because of the violin-like
shape found on the cephalothorax. The black widow can
be recognized by the red hourglass-like
shape on the underside of their abdomen.
Secondly, you should know that these
spiders are ones to be cautious of. A bite
from either of them can cause serious medical conditions,
which may require professional medical attention. Although
the black widow is not likely to bite for no reason, they
will bite when picked up or pinched between our skin and
another object. The venom of the black widow is very toxic,
making their bite one of the most dangerous in the United
States.
Despite extensive effort from many homeowners, spiders are
commonly found inside homes. Like I mentioned earlier, they can
be crafty! They can enter through holes in screens, cracks under doors and around
improperly sealed wires or pipes. They can also come in on grocery bags, pets
or even on our children’s backpacks. Once inside, they start to multiply quickly,
making their presence known inside our nice and comfy homes. They love to take
up residence in the areas we don’t frequent, such as attics, basements and even
behind drywall. Pesticide applications on the interior of your home will help to
reduce the number of invaders, but because of their hitchhiking abilities, interior
treatments are recommended on a monthly basis.
Now, I know there are some out there who actually like spiders, since they can be
beneficial by eating other pesky insects, as well as inspiring some pretty awesome
superheroes. They can also cause extensive damage to the exterior of our homes.
Spider droppings are highly acidic, and when not cleaned up for extended periods
of time, the marks can become impossible to remove. These droppings will stain
vinyl siding and can even cause pitting in the material. The best way to stop this
damage is a preventative pesticide application. Even if a spider isn’t hitching a ride
on your dog, they can just as easily web in from surrounding trees, shrubs or nearby
structures, making complete elimination impossible. However, regular pesticide
treatments will greatly reduce the spider population in and around your home.
ABC Bees, a division of ABC Home & Commercial Services, is an all around
home service company that can help you combat interior and exterior spiders! As
the weather gets warm and sunny, the presence of spiders will increase – it is best
to get an early preventative treatment, instead of waiting until you have a heavy
infestation. The products we use have no negative effects on people or animals
and there is no need to leave your home during treatment. Call ABC Bees today to
speak with one of our friendly customer service representatives and schedule your
appointment at (810) 794-5678.

794-5678 if you need a pest inspection!
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(810) 794-5678 if you suspect bed bugs!

Notes from our Readers
A few months back, I read an article in your paper called “Eat the
Soup”. All this time it has stayed on my mind. When I find myself in
difficult situations as a mother-in-law, I say "just eat the soup", and it
has helped me immensely. I would like to thank the author who wrote
the article, which, by the way, made tears come to my eyes.
– Katherine Wirth
Dear Patricia,
I loved your recent column about hobbies. I can only relate to the
word hobby, but I'm glad you found some. I have lots of interests, but
they have grown into much more than a hobby for me. I'm a writer, I
sew and quilt, I took up watercolor painting, and I have lots of pets. So,
I keep busy. But I do have friends without any hobbies, so I understand
completely.
Thanks for sharing your story. Looking forward to more of what you
have to say.
Sincerely,
Theresa Nielsen, Royal Oak, MI
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Editorial note: That article referenced in the Note from Theresa was
written by Rita MacDonald and can be found in the November 2021
issue on page 11. The second Note is about Patricia’s column “What’s
Your Hobby?” and can be found in the February 2022 issue on
page 7. You can find digital copies of every ThumbPrint News issue on our website at
www.thumbprintnews.com/past-issues. Theresa has also joined us at TPN as a guest
writer this month! Her article “Quilting Dreams” can be found on page 11.
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♦ Residential Events
♦ Contractors
♦ New Builds
♦ Remodels
♦ Builders
♦ Plumbers
♦ Municipalities
♦ Festivals & Fairs

CALL 810-794-5678 FOR ALL YOUR

PROFESSIONAL POTTY NEEDS!
Available in ADA, Standard
and Family Size Units!

Licensed & Insured
Commercial /Residential

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com
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Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 6PM | Sat. 7AM – 5PM
4600 24th Ave. 810-385-6000

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 Fax: 810-385-1667

1777 Busha Hwy. 810-364-6400

Marysville, MI 48040 Fax: 810-364-1370

www.jones-equipment.com

Great Pricing • On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

Saturday, May 7
Fort Gratiot Location

FREEPIK.COM

April 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

T h e S a m e O l' S t o r i e s
By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

My dad used to tell the same jokes over, and over, and over, and over.
No one ever seemed to mind though. In fact, most people enjoyed my
dad so much that they just let him tell them again and again, and they
would laugh as if they'd heard the joke for the very first time. I miss my
dad's jokes, and I miss my dad.
It turns out I inherited that trait, but instead of jokes, I have a story
that I'll tell over and over. I'm not so sure people enjoy hearing it over
and over, but I tell it anyway. Just because.
Mum used to drop me off early for kindergarten at Ashcroft
Elementary because I loved playing Duck, Duck, Goose outside the
school before class started. She and my brother would watch me get
out of the car and walk until I was safely under the awning with the
other kids, and then Mum would leave to drop Larry off at St. Robert's
for 2nd grade. After school, my brother would tease me and tell me I
walked like a penguin. And every single time I have walked with anyone
through snow or ice, for the last 50+ years, I tell the story of my brother
saying I walked like a penguin.
And I do, actually. I'm scared to death of falling. Always have been.
And so, I wobble on the ice.
This weekend, I took Mum to see the musical Mary Poppins, Jr., and
she had to walk on uneven asphalt to get to the car after the play. The
ground was cold and wet (and yes, I was wobbling like a penguin). I
spotted a worm and stepped over it. My mum began to laugh. When
I asked her what was so funny, she said she remembered that I have
always avoided stepping on worms. I'd leap over them, walk around
them, do anything I could to avoid them. Still do. She said she'd see
me walking home from school, and watch as I leaped over puddles to
avoid stepping on worms after a rainstorm. I guess some things never
change because I still can't stand looking at them, and try to avoid
squishing the poor little things. (Imagine my disgust when Ian brought
me a handful he'd dug up outside our
house when he was about three or four
years old!)
I have a new story to tell over and
over now. Not only do I still wobble
like a penguin, I still leap over worms
too! Wanna know the best part? I'm a
58-year-old grandma, who still has her
85-year-old mum to share them with,
and I think that's nothing short of Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!
Don't you? (Thanks, God!) Happy Birthday, Mum!
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

MARKET MATTERS

Happy Spring! You know it’s spring
in Michigan when the daffodils start
blooming and more houses for sale
appear on the market. We are anticipating
a strong spring season in this continuing
Sellers’ market with a hopefully improved supply
of homes available for sale along with pent-up buyer
demand.
Inflation continues at 40-year high levels and 30-year
fixed residential mortgage interest rates are bouncing up
and down around 4% in a rising trend.
At 3.3% the national delinquency rate for first-lien
mortgages is almost even with pre-pandemic levels and
near the record low set in January 2020.

National Association of Realtors®
2021 Profile of Home Buyers*

This was the 40th Anniversary of NAR’s annual Profile report and, as always,
it yielded some interesting results.
NAR reported: The last year is especially distinctive as home buyers have
entered a housing market with historically low housing inventory and historically
high year-over-year home price gains. Buyers have continued to enter, despite
the competition in the marketplace, and purchase homes.
The pandemic changed how our homes are used, as well as the location in
which we bought homes. There was a jump in buyers who noted a top factor for
their neighborhood choice was the proximity to friends and family.
•
•
•
•
•

Home Buyer Characteristics

First-time buyers accounted for 34% of all home buyers, up from last
year’s 31%. The typical first-time buyer was 33 years old.
Among all buyers, 31% paid the asking price for the home, while 29%
paid more than the asking price.
The typical repeat buyer was 56 years old.
11% of buyers purchased a multi-generational home to take care of
aging parents, because of children over the age of 18 moving back home
and for cost-saving.
28% indicated the primary reason for purchasing a home was the desire to
own a home of their own. For first-time buyers, this number jumps to 65%.

(810) 794-5678 for mosquito treatments!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
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Home Buyer Process

The first step for 41% of recent buyers was to look online at properties for
sale; 19% of buyers ﬁrst contacted a real estate agent.
Buyers typically searched for eight weeks, looked at a median of eight
homes and viewed three of these homes only online.
87% of buyers purchased their home through a real estate agent or broker;
7% purchased directly from a builder or builder’s agent.
Having an agent to help them ﬁnd the right home was what buyers
wanted most when choosing an agent at 52%.
90% of buyers would use their agent again or recommend their agent to
others.
The typical home that was recently purchased was 1,900 square feet, had
three bedrooms and two bathrooms, and was built in 1993.
Convenience to family and friends was the second most important factor
in influencing neighborhood choice after the quality of the neighborhood,
surpassing convenience to jobs and affordability, which were more
important last year.

Financing the Purchase

87% ﬁnanced their home purchase. First-time buyers typically ﬁnanced
93% of their homes compared to repeat buyers at 83%.
For 61% of buyers, the down payment came from savings; 56% cited
using the proceeds from the sale of a primary residence, while 28% of
first-time buyers used a gift or loan from friends or family.
* National Association of REALTORS®

Editorial note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland
Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are
affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach
Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com
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Arbor
Day

April 2022

By Bethany Wolf
ThumbPrint News Staff

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS FROM

This April 29th marks the
sesquicentennial anniversary of
the tree planter’s holiday, Arbor
Day, but Arbor Day was not always
celebrated globally, as it is today.
It's beginnings are rooted in the
Nebraska Territory when pioneers
were discouraged by the lack of
life-sustaining trees. One local
citizen, J. Sterling Morton, began
planting trees on his own property,
later lobbying the state to create a
holiday that would encourage his
fellow Nebraskans to do the same.
The first American Arbor Day
celebration was held in Nebraska
on April 10, 1872 with prizes
offered to residents, groups and
counties who properly planted the
most trees. There was an estimated
one million trees planted that year
throughout the state. It became an
official state-recognized holdiay in
1885. By 1920 more than 45 states
were participating and today all 50
states celebrate this holiday on the
last Friday in April.
The Arbor Day Foundation was
founded in 1972 with a simple
mission: to inspire people to plant,
nurture and celebrate trees. In the
50 years since the Foundation was
established, they have planted over
five million trees, globally.
The Arbor Day Foundation
maintains a 260-acre area as a
conservation and educational space
housing Mr. Morton’s mansion,
a hotel, dining options, walking
paths, interactive adventures and, of
course, trees! Visitors are welome.
The best way to celebrate –
PLANT A TREE! You can order
one from ArborDay.org. Other
ways to take part: take a hike
on a forested trail, get a tree
identification book from the
library and take it along for some
added fun and education. If you
can't make it outdoors, try some
online nature learning or do some
nature-based crafts.

FREEPIK.COM

PARAGUAY
CHIPA

Thus far with this column, we’ve visited Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay, South
Africa, Romania, Latvia, Wales, Scotland, Norway, Sudan, New Zealand,
Canada, India, Switzerland, France and Ireland. We’re looking forward to
trying new dishes from even more countries around the globe.
We invite all of our readers to submit recipes from any country that
hasn’t yet been shared – whether you’ve made the recipe or you think we
should try it!
Recipes can be submitted to thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document
form. If you have a photo you took of the dish you made, include it as well in
high-quality jpeg format. We’ll be sure to share some of these recipes in future
editions so that we may all take a journey around the world through the recipes
that are shared.
This month, we are traveling to Paraguay for their cheesy bun, Chipa.
According to tasteatlas.com: “Although, chipas are eaten all year round in
Paraguay, they have a significant importance during the Holy
Week, so they are often prepared and eaten during the Easter
festivities.”

Interesting Facts about Paraguay and Chipa:
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

picture from recipe

Paraguay is a land-locked country located in South
America.
D uring the War of the Triple Alliance (1864-1870),
the people of Paraguay fought agains t the allied
forces of B raz il, U ruguay and Argentina.
A large number of the male population died during
this w ar. (Ev ery s ource w e found had different es tim at es of how
many cas ualties there actually w ere, from 150,000 t o 500,000.)
Paraguay is full of w ildlife s uch as : porcupine, ar m adi l l o,
chinchilla, tapir, bear, jaguar, opos s um, mars h d eer, m onkeys,
anteaters , otters , w ild boars , ocelots , bats , and the c oypu ( a l ar ge,
herbiv orous , s emiaquatic rodent).
G uaraní is the name of the indigenous people, the curr ency and one
of the official languages .
Chipa has been around s ince the 18 th century, or i gi nal l y m ade
according to an ancient G uaraní recipe. The original i ngr edi ent was
s olely cas s av a s tarch s eas oned w ith as h and baked i n hot em ber s,
s ometimes w rapped in a banana leaf. Chees e w as ad ded af t er t he
Spanis h J es uits arriv ed bringing liv es tock.
It is often s old in s treet-s ide s tands and on bus es by vendor s
carry ing large bas kets w ith w arm chipa w rapped in c l ot h.

Author's note: The ground anise seed was difficult to find, but we were able to find the liquid form –
though it is stronger, so the internet recommended using half the called for amount. Following the recipe
exactly, I found the dough did not form as the recipe said it would, it was indeed too dry. I researched
other recipies for chipa and ended up modifing by adding an additional egg and a tablespoon or two
additonal milk. This recipe says to knead for 5 minutes, but I acutally had to knead for almost 30 minutes
and barely had the texture of playdough. I could not get round balls to form so settled instead for rounded
patties (12). They came out of the oven very hard but softened up once stored in an airtight container.
Because the recipe said they are best eaten hot, we warmed them in the microwave for 15-20 seconds.
The taste is cheesy and the buns are dense. Those of us who ate them thought the flavor was good but felt
dipping them in marinara sauce would be the best. While I sitting there kneading, I decided I won't be
making them again, but my co-worker, who is gluten free, is more likely to give it another chance.

how mine turned out
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

¾ cup queso fresco
¾ cup shredded mozzarella cheese
¾ cup shredded Pecorino Romano
cheese (could substitute with Parmesan)
½ cup blue cheese (could substitute
with sharp white cheddar)
5 cups cassava flour (it is gluten free)
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground anise seeds
¼ cup lard, at room temperature
(could substitute
with butter)
1 egg
1 cup whole milk

DIRECTIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

Preheat the oven to 450°F and grease one
baking tray.
In a small bowl, mix all four cheeses. Set
aside 1/3 cup of this cheese mixture, to
use for a topping.
In a big bowl, add cassava flour, salt,
anise seeds, lard, egg, milk and the cheese
mixture.
The mixture might look too dry, but using
your hands, bring the ingredients together
until you get a uniform dough.
Place the dough on a flat surface and
knead for about 5 minutes. (This dough
has the texture of playdough.)
Divide the dough into 10 equal portions.
Roll each portion into a ball between
the palms of your hands. Flatten the ball
slightly.
Place chipas on the baking tray. Top each
chipa with some reserved cheese mixture.
Bake for 25 minutes at 450°F.
Let it cool for 5 minutes before eating.
Chipas are best eaten while hot.

There are at least 70 different
ways of making chipa.

April 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

BUY TICKETS!

May 21

April 16

Accepting applications for

Brass Transit
The Music Legacy of Chicago

April 29
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www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108

The Gasoline Gypsies
& Stone Senate

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450

(810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!

Illusionist Rick Thomas

2022 Season Ticket
Membership
May 28

Your Generation

Call 810-359-5108 or email
marketing@lexingtonvillagetheatre.com
to learn about the different packages
and their several advantages!
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April 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

GIFT Continued from Page 10

Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

SPRING CLEANING
Spring is officially here, and as we all start to emerge from our winter
hibernation one of the things on many of our to-do lists will be spring cleaning.
The start of this new season presents a good opportunity to declutter your home
and start fresh, but have you thought about decluttering and safeguarding your
online presence?
Spring is a great time to do a digital spring cleaning, in addition to the spring
cleaning some may be doing around their home and office. It is so important
to take the time to update your computer software and make sure your privacy
settings on your social media and email accounts are up to date. These types
of things are just another means to protect your personal information online.
Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
shares these steps you can take when giving your online presence a good
spring cleaning:
•

Lockdown your login: Security is critical to protecting accounts being used
for work and for home. Ensure passphrases for each account are lengthy,
unique and safely stored. Enable 2-factor authentication on all accounts that
offer it.

•

Update your system and software: Avoid procrastination! Having the most
current software, web browsers and operating systems are some of the easiest
and fastest ways to protect your most sensitive assets.

•

Back it up: Protect your personal and workplace data by making electronic
copies – or backups – of your most important files. Use the 3-2-1 rule to help
guide you: 3 backup copies, 2 different media types and 1 offline in a separate
location.

•

Clean up your online presence: When was the last time you used all the apps
on your phone or tablet? Do you know what the settings are on all your social
media accounts? Check up on all your accounts. Then, control your role by
making sure you know who has administrative access to your accounts. Keep
all your passwords private.

•

Be careful what you share: Quizzes on social media are fun and keeping in
touch is a necessity these days. However, questions on social media might
give away too much information about you, your location or your family.

It’s never a bad time to ensure your software and personal information are
protected. For more tips on how to protect your online presence, visit bbb.org.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the
Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper
Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud
and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace
through its business accreditation, consumer education and
dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org.
Melanie Duquesnel

“Easter is the only time of
year when it is safe to put
all your eggs in one basket.”
- Unknown

Congressman Whiting who sold Belle
Reve to George and Elizabeth Moore.
Jacob Batchelor and Mr. Benedict
shared commonalities. Both men were
unable to fight in the war. One too old,
the other too young to serve. Yet both
felt the deepest respect for every man
who did fight for the Union cause. It
is obvious this battle left a deep mark
on both men, which they carried for
the remainder of their lives. Both left
behind a gift of remembrance, each
in their own way. I believe the talk
of building the monument and the
expressed sentiment of Batchelor’s
gift to “perpetuate the memory of the
soldiers of St. Clair County, living
and dead, who fought in the war of
the rebellion” was the trigger that
prompted Mr. Benedict to finish his
poem in 1894. While we will never
truly know, at the very least, the
timing is worth consideration.
thankful
In researching this story, I
encountered a historical journey that
filled my heart many times over. After
the journey was over, I was left with
the reminder of how wonderful it can
feel to be part of something bigger
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than yourself. How bonding with
others through the shared experience
of community has the potential to
impact and change the course of our
lives. I hope this story will fill your
heart too or maybe make a difference
in how you see or experience your
community.
May God Bless our fallen heroes,
Mr. Benedict, Mr. Batchelor and
their families, as well as all of those
in our community that dedicate their
lives to further our remembrances
and preserve the remembrances of
those who came before us. I am
truly grateful for and appreciative
of all of you.

Brenda L. Williams was born and raised
in the Port Huron area and is currently
a law librarian in Dayton, Ohio. She is
working on a pamphlet series featuring
personal history stories about the
early pioneers of St. Clair and Wayne
Counties. You can check out her blog at
tappingroots.com.



Including print ads in your marketing campaign
promotes customer conﬁdence and can
signiﬁcantly increase response rates!
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Failure to advertise is the easiest way to
drive your business into the ground!
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some silence
is golden

By Bob Jones, ThumbPrint News Columnist
When I was
Nonna childproofed the drawers,
brought up in the cupboards and electrical outlets. We
late 1940s and keep an active vigil on their mirth and
early 1950s, we were taught to be “seen merriment, watching them constantly.
and not heard”.
One problem has arisen time and
I have pictures of my hands behind again: the dropping and/or slamming
my back whenever I would visit my down of the toilet seat. It seems as if
grandparents. “Look, but don’t touch,” when one grandchild has to go, they
was the mantra of the day. I could play all have to go. Alas, what to do? Leave
in their sunroom if I sat quietly and it to Nonna to solve the problem. She
attended to a board game, a puzzle or to discovered a silent toilet seat whereby a
read a book.
spring mechanism the seat does not slam
There was no need to grandchild- down but lowers gently, ever so gently to
proof their home in any way. Even with rest on the porcelain base.
my two other brothers and sister over
We love our grannies dearly, but now
for a visit, there was still no need to as Chamberlain once proclaimed, “We
childproof their place.
have peace in our time.”
Now, my wife and I have three
Play to your hear’s content, we say
grandchildren, albeit one only a few to our grannies – through the miracle
months old. They are much more active of modern engineering though we no
than I was with their handheld computer longer have to hear cymbals crashing
games and wanting to play with LEGOs, when our grannies address their most
monster trucks and other assorted toys biological of needs.
we have gathered for them. Nonna also
Nonna and Gramps would like to
has many craft activities for the little thank this “mother of inventing” for
ones.
making this part of our “some silence is
While well-mannered, they are much golden” moments come true.
more verbal than we were and more
prone to want to go from one activity to Editorial note: Bob Jones is a resident
of Washington Township. This article
another more quickly than me and my originally ran in the February 2013 issue
siblings were in our growing-up years.
of Senior Living – Macomb.

April 2022
Help Wanted

15 & UP

$

Wanted to Buy
WANTED TO BUY: 1968 Plymouth

Barracuda. Running or not. Any condition.
Honda Z50, CT70 or mopeds.
Call Ken at (586) 696-6274.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

UNITED LANDSCAPE LLC IS HIRING
dependable crew members who love
working outdoors in all aspects of the
landscaping business. No experience
needed! Open interviews at 4296
Van Dyke Rd., Almont, MI 48003.
No experience: $16. Experience: $18.
Call today (586) 752-5000

CEMENT FINISHERS AND
LABORERS WANTED.

Pay commensurate with experience.
Salvaggio & Co. Construction,
call (586) 344-4325.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.
Experienced & own tools.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL SERVICES
– NOW HIRING: CDL drivers for septic
truck, pesticide spray technicians for
commercial accounts, general laborer
and office worker. Will train as needed.
18+ with valid Michigan driver's license
and able to pass a background check.
To learn more call (810) 794-5678.

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S HIRING: line

cooks and kitchen help. Flexible

MELODIES & MEMORIES

$$$ CASH $$$

for records, vintage music t-shirts,
music memorabilia and more.
23013 Gratiot in Eastpointe
(586) 774-8480 or (586) 918-0585

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also
buying motorcycle parts. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 855-9420.

CASH FOR COLLECTIBLES.

Coins, currency, pocket watches, vintage
fishing and hunting, postcards, military,
police and much more. Inquiries invited.
Bank references available.
Call (586) 784-5861, ask for Ron.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
paid. KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,
Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers,
Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at
(586) 601-8516.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

hours, full and part-time available and
room for advancement. Must be 18 or
over. To set up an in-person interview
please text (810) 614-8040.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

For Sale
SHOP AVON ONLINE

anume.avonrepresentative.com
Join Our Mailing List bit.ly/DiscoverAvon
Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/AvonDirectwithCrystal
Join Avon Today! bit.ly/BeautyGig

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO sleeps six, low spring rates
starting at $1,110 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed
heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

General
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

CALL TODAY ( 810 ) 794-2300!

April 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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RJL Company LLC
Carpentry & Roofing | Custom Builder

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDU
STRIAL

Robert Lee 586-531-9631
rjlcompanyllc @gmail.com

Helping you find
the right product
or service
locally.

• Aluminum/Vinyl Siding
• Basement & Garages
• Drywall/Plaster
• Kitchen & Bath
• Wallpaper Removal

rough carpentry • roofing
siding • gutters
additions • polebarns
Lenox, MI 48048

(586) 229-4267

licensed & insured

• Clutter & Cleanup
• Deck Powerwashing & Staining
• Painting Interior/Exterior
• Roofing/Gutters
• Tile & Hardwood Floor Refinishing

| 50 YEARS EXPERIEN
CE
LICENSED & INSURED

A L L A M E R I C A N R E C O N S T R U C T I O N @ YA H O O . C O M

CALL
TODAY
FOR
OUR
RATES

(810) 794-2300
★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Complete Clean-Up Service

★

★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

presents:

Calling all
runners
& walkers!
Saturday, June 4
Marysville Park
5K, 10K,
3-mile walk,
1-mile Fun Run

  

REGISTER NOW: vnabwh.org/river-run

Anchor

REGISTER ONLINE FOR OUR

14-Day Free Pass!

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!
24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
301 North 9th Street
586-330-1342

OP
EN
24

HOURS
EE K
7 DAYS A W

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

24-HOUR SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

PLUMBING SERVICES
Licensed & Insured

Ed Bickley

FREE ESTIMATES

EASTER SPECIAL
Mention this
ad to receive 10% OFF

Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

WHAT FURNITURE NEEDS TO
BE REPAIRED AT YOUR HOME?
VETERAN OWNED

586-839-1136
KARL TRIMBOLI

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE INSPECTIONS
T H E C H A I R M A N F U R N I T U R E R E PA I R . C O M

810.324.2024

Master Plumber
License #8112453

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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APRIL
C A L E N DA R O F A CT I V IT I E S A N D E V E NTS

FREEPIK.COM

If you have an event in May that you would like listed in the May issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by April 12, 2022. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing
events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize.
Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editorial note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

April 7, 14 & 21 – Otisville
Divorce Care Adults, DC4K
(Divorce Care for Kids) and
GriefShare for Adults, Richfield

Church, 7524 E. Mt. Morris, 6:00 p.m.
– 7:30 p.m. This is a 13-week study
that runs concluding on April 21.
Workbook cost is $20. For questions
call Sherry at (248) 802-3127.

LAPEER

April 9 – Metamora
Buffalo & Boar Wild Game
Dinner, Metamora Lions Club, 3790

MACOMB

All Month Long
All of Macomb County
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive, helping

those in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis, Richmond and
Chesterfield.

April 1, 8 & 15 – Memphis
Lenten Cod Fish Fry Fridays,

N. Oak St., doors open at 5:00 p.m.,
dinner at 6:00 p.m., event ends at
10:00 p.m. This annual fundraiser,
open to the public, is hosted by Lions
Bear Lake Camp. Tickets are $50 per
person or $360 for a table of 8. Tickets
include dinner, three drink tickets, an
event favor and are entered into hourly
drawings. Tickets must be purchased in
advance and are limited to the first
300 people. Grab your tickets today at
www.bearlakecamp.org, Hunters Den
or the Metamora Golf & Country Club.
For more information call
(810) 245-0726.

American Legion 566, 34330 Bordman
Rd., call ahead ordering and reserving
starting at noon, and dine-in and
pick up are both available, but a time
needs to be scheduled to help keep
the line moving as fast as possible.
We’ll be serving 9 oz. of fish, scoop of
homemade mac-n-cheese, choice of
baked potato or fries, choice of corn or
green beans, choice of dinner salad,
coleslaw or applesauce, choice of roll or
cornbread, topping it off with a choice
of homemade dessert (selections
provided day-of). Cost for adults is $15,
cost for children is $7.50 (all ingredient
prices have gone up tremendously).
For questions call (810) 392-3237.

April 29 & 30 – Lapeer
36th Annual Spring Auction to
Benefit Lapeer County 4-H,

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Memphis
Friday Night Euchre, American

Lapeer Center Building, 425 County
Center St., on Friday, April 29, from
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday,
April 30, the event starts at 8:00 a.m.
Both auctions will have silent bidding
and a live auction. Friday will be an
Autographed Items Auction with lots of
celebrity items, photos, books, sports
stars and movie stars. Saturday will
have new merchandise, food, business
services, entertainment, collectibles,
trips, hotels and restaurant certificates
and gift cards! Saturday’s Silent Auction
begins at 8:00 a.m. with graduated bid
closings from 9:05 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
The live auction begins at 11:00 a.m.
All proceeds benefit the Lapeer County
4-H program. Join us on Facebook
by searching “Lapeer County 4-H
Fundraiser Auction”. For questions or
to make a donation, call the Lapeer
County MSU Extension office at
(810) 667-0341 or email
msue.lapeer@county.msu.edu.

Legion 566, 34330 Bordman Rd., doors
open at 6:15 p.m., games begin at
7:00 p.m. Cost is $10. All are welcome.
Come join the Friday night games!
There will be pop and treats available.
For questions call (810) 392-3237.

April 5 – Richmond
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division Rd., 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. We
are a friendly group of women who
enjoy doing charitable acts for those in
need in the community. We are looking
for new members to help us in our
cause. For questions, please call
(586) 872-3867.

April 6 & 20
All of Macomb County
Confident Communicators
Club Toastmasters Meetings,

via Zoom, 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. CCC
provides a fun, safe and encouraging
setting where members can practice
speaking and try out new techniques.
Register at confident-communicatorsclub-meeting.eventbrite.com.
For more information contact
vpm-1196053@toastmastersclubs.org
or visit the CCC website at
bit.ly/ccctoastmasters.

April 6, 13, 20 & 27 – Memphis
Wednesday Night Bingo, American
Legion 566, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Games begin at
6:30 p.m. and there will be a 15-minute
dinner break at 7:30 p.m. Every week
a small, light dinner is made by the
Auxiliary for a small fee. Concessions
of water, pop, candy and chips are
available. This goes on all year, every
Wednesday, with progressive games
that grow until someone wins it all!
For questions call (810) 392-3237.

April 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, 23,
27 & 30 – New Baltimore
The Grand Pacific House
Museum Now Open! 51065

Washington St., open on Wednesdays
and Saturdays, noon – 2:00 p.m.
Guest are welcome to visit with board
members available as guides. Stop by
and be in awe of the facility. For more
information call (586) 725-4755.

April 9 – Harrison Township
Save Our South Channel Light’s
Annual Meeting and Pizza Party,

Total Sports, lower room, 40501
Production Dr., 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
If you’re ready for social gatherings, if
you’re ready to kick-off the 2022 boating
season on Lake St. Clair, if you’re ready
for some fun, JOIN US! You can come
and meet our team, we’ll have a Keeper
presentation, election of new directors,
a membership drive, a 50/50 raffle
and more. For more information visit
SOSChannelLights.org.

April 11 & 25 – New Baltimore
St. Clair River Club with
Toastmasters, MacDonald Public

Library, 36480 Main St., 6:30 p.m.
This meeting is Hybrid, so it can be
attended either in person or through
Zoom. Open to all interested parties.
Toastmasters International is a
nonprofit educational organization that
teaches public speaking and leadership
skills through a worldwide network of
clubs. For more information call Paul
Burger at (734) 837-5807.

April 14 – Shelby
Shelby Gardeners Club, Shadbush

Nature Center, 4101 River Bends
Dr., 1:00 p.m. Join us for the free
presentation “Comfort, Ease and
Simplicity”. Two Women and a Hoe
support working smarter, not harder in
our yards. Gardens should be our love,
not a labor of love. For more information
contact Ivy at ivysfitnet@comcast.net.

April 2022
April 28, 29 & 30 – New Haven
From Trash to Treasure
Rummage Sale, First Congregational

Church, 58801 Main St., 9:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. all three days. Come! Your
treasure is waiting for you! Bake sale
items will be available too! Proceeds will
go toward the building fund. For more
information call (586) 749-9857.

OAKLAND

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 – Oxford
Friday Fish Fry, American Legion
Post 108, 130 E. Drahner Rd.,
noon – 8:00 p.m. Average cost is
$10/person. We have walleye, cod and
shrimp, combo plates and have carry
out available. Every Friday! Building is
sanitized daily. For more information
call (248) 628-9081.

April 2 – Oxford
Gun Show, American Legion Post

108, 130 E. Drahner Rd., 9:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. $5 admission, children under
13 are free. Rent a 6-foot table for $20.
Building is sanitized daily. For more
information call (248) 628-9081.

April 24 – Bloomfield Hills
Steinway Piano Recital, Cranbrook

House & Gardens, 380 Lone Pine
Rd., 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., doors
open at 2:45 p.m. Enjoy the sounds
of Coleridge-Taylor, Lysenko and
Chopin performed by Arthur Green on
the Cranbrook House 1929 Steinway
and Sons Concert Grand Piano. The
recital will run for about 60 minutes.
Proceeds support the preservation
of the Cranbrook House & Gardens.
Registration is required in advance
online by visiting housegardens.
cranbrook.edu/events. Registration
will close Friday, April 22 at noon.
Tickets are $50 per person. Face
coverings are strongly encouraged,
but not required. Disposable coverings
will be available at the door. For more
information call (248) 645-3149 or email
houseandgardens@cranbrook.edu.

ST. CLAIR

April 5 – All of St. Clair County
National Library Week
Celebration with a Virtual
Presentation by Mary Doria
Russell, via Zoom, 1:00 p.m.

The St. Clair County Library System
(SCCLS) is celebrating National Library
Week with Michigan Humanities’ choice
for the 2021-2022 Great Michigan Read
book’s author Mary Doria Russell.
She will be doing a virtual presentation
on her book The Women of Copper
Country is a riveting account of 25-yearold Annie Clements as she stood up
for the miners and their families during
the 1913 copper strikes in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula. The SCCLS is
partnering with Michigan Humanities
to distribute free books as well as
supporting educational materials in
St. Clair County. To register for this

(810) 794-5678 if you see carpenter bees!
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Noises in the Attic?
LET US DO THE INSPECTION NOW! Home Services
& Commercial
.net

We can exclude these destructive pests from your home.

event or for more information go to
StClairCountyLibrary.org.

April 6 – St. Clair
St. Clair Kennel Club General
Meeting, Drifter's Restaurant and

Lounge, 201 N. Riverside (located in
the southeast corner of north side of
mall, formerly Achatz Restaurant),
7:30 p.m. We meet the first
Wednesday of the month at an area
restaurant. Come to see what we’re all
about! Future dates, times and other
events can be found on our website
stclairkc.org. For more information
email stclairkennelclub@gmail.com.

April 6, 13, 20 & 27
Marysville
Knights of Columbus #9526
Wednesday Bingo, 1195 Gratiot
Blvd., 6:15 p.m. start time. (Doors
open 2 hours prior.) For more
information call (810) 300-4891.

April 7 – Port Huron
“Summer Nights at Last”
Dinner for Kids’ Sake, Blue Water

Convention Center, 800 Harker St.,
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The St. Clair
County Child Abuse & Neglect Council
invites you to their annual fundraising
dinner. The event will offer a full dinner,
cash bar, raffles and auctions. The
evening will conclude with one lucky
winner holding the key that opens the
door to an all-inclusive, catered party
for up to 30 people, on one of the best
rooftops around this summer! Tickets
are $50 each. Please join us for a great
night of fun and to support our belief
that “It shouldn’t hurt to be a child.” For
more information or to register to attend
email info@sccstopchildabuse.org or
call (810) 966-9911.

April 9 – Casco
Back to the ’80s Night Benefitting

Blankets With Care 501c3
Charity, Michigan Meadows Golf

& Little Camille’s By The Green
Restaurant, 4575 County Line Rd.,
6:00 p.m. Our small five-person charity
makes and disperses “Blessing Bags”
to the homeless and “Bundles of Care”
to the elderly and veterans in Macomb
and St. Clair counties. Tickets are $40
which includes a buffet dinner and cash
bar. We’ll have ’80s music, dancing and
trivia, also an ’80s ensemble contest!
You can learn more about our charity
by visiting Blanketswithcare.com or
searching for us on Facebook.
For more information call or text
(586) 219-5015 or email
blanketswithcare@yahoo.com.

April 9 – Marysville
Craft Show, The Knight Club, 1195
Gratiot Blvd., 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
The Marysville Knights of Columbus
Council #9526 Ladies Auxiliary is
having a craft show and bake sale!
Admission is free. For questions call
or text Evelyn at (810) 990-9718 or
Gio at (248) 635-7011.

April 16 – Kimball
Easter Egg Hunt, G. Lynn Campbell,
1955 Allen Rd., 11:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m. Join us for our annual Easter Egg
Hunt! We will have candy and crafts
galore and a very special visit and
photo op with the Easter Bunny! All
children attending must be registered
in advance. Registration closes on April
13th. This is an outdoor event, so make
sure to dress for the weather. If your
child has any food allergies and for
any questions, please contact us at
(810) 982-9171.

April 20, 21 & 22 – Marine City
Friends of the Marine City Library
Annual Book Sale, Marine City
Library, 300 S. Parker, open during

library hours: Wednesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Thursday
11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Get books for
spring and summer! Proceeds support
the children and adult programs at the
library. We’ll also be having $2 Bag
Days on April 25 and 26. For more
information call Deb at (810) 765-8487.

April 22 – Kimball
Kindergarten Round Up, New Life

Christian Academy, 5517 Griswold
Rd., noon – 5:00 p.m., but appointment
must be made in advance. Accepting
appointments throughout the month
leading up to the event. Child must be
5 years old by September 1st.
For more information and to make
an appointment, call (810) 367-3770
ext. 100.

April 23 – Port Huron
Port Huron Recreation
Department’s CPR, First Aid
and AED Training, Palmer Park

Recreation Center, 2829 Armour St.,
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. American Red
Cross certification course for Adult and
Child CPR, First Aid and AED. Upon
successful completion of the class, you
will obtain certification which is valid
for two years. This course is open to
people ages 15 and older. The course
rate for a resident of the City of Port
Huron, Butchville Township, Clyde
Township, Fort Gratiot Township and
Port Huron Township is $75, and $125
for non-residents. Registration for the
course closes on April 22. Find more
information call (810) 984-9760 and to
register online visit porthuronrec.com.

April 29 & 30 – Goodells
20th Annual Earth Fair, Goodells

County Park, 8264 County Park Dr.,
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Friday and
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.
After a two-year hiatus, the Earth Fair,

Subscriptions available year-round
for yourself, family and friends!

LICENSED & INSURED

April 2022		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

Michigan’s largest Earth Day event,
is back! This two-day extravaganza
offers a unique opportunity for dozens
of exhibitors to connect with thousands
of visitors interested in healthy,
sustainable and green living. For more
information, contact Sarah Nelson at
(810) 364-5477, earthfair@sccresa.org
or EarthDayFair.com.

SANILAC

April 9 & 23 – Sandusky
Thumb Dance Club,

NEW LOCATION Knights of
Columbus, 145 W. Wedge Rd.,
(1 1/2 miles south of downtown on M19)
and NEW TIME 1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Dances are always on the second and
fourth Saturdays of each month. Please
bring a snack to share for the scheduled
break. Cost is only $5 and you get to
dance to polkas, waltzes, country, line
dancing or request a song. This is a
smoke and alcohol free enviornment.
Hope to see you there! For more
information call (810) 310-2715.

April 22 – Port Sanilac
Reiki and Crystal Singing Bowls,

Sanilac County Historic Village &
Museum, 228 S. Ridge St., 6:00 p.m.
– 8:00 p.m. Try something new! The
event is by donation only, donations will
support the Sanilac County Historical
Society. Jen, our local Reiki practitioner,
will be leading three 30-minute sessions
every half hour during the event. Sheri
will be leading the Crystal Singing Bowl
sessions, one at 6:00 p.m. and one
at 7:00 p.m., with only 12 participants
per session. Reservations are required
for both the Reiki and Singing Bowls.
Visit bit.ly/SCHVM-RCSB to view the
Facebook event where you can find the
reservation links. For more information
call (810) 622-9946.
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