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Historic Moravian Settlement
By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

Due to conﬂict taking place throughout the Ohio River Valley
in the late 1700s, Moravian missionaries were forced to ﬂee to
Michigan to avoid a painful demise.
The Moravians came to the New World in an attempt to
convert Americans to follow their religion. After one of their
missionaries was taken to Detroit in 1781 to be questioned by
British oﬃcers, many of the Native Americans who befriended
the Moravians were killed by militia members. The incident
forced those associated with the Moravians to ﬂee north, most
of which settled in Michigan or continued to Canada. The
refugees traveled the desolate forest that contained nothing

more than animal paths and foot
trails used by the N ative
Americans. After a great
deal of sur veyi ng, t he
group came to a spot on the
Clinton River – at the time it
was referred to as the Huron
River or the Nottawasippe
by locals. Nearly 60 years
before Michigan became a
s tate, a new settlement was
started on July 22, 1782, just
outside Clinton Township’s
current boundaries. While no
one permanently inhabited
the area when the Moravian’s
arrived, it was said that they found remnants of a long lost
Indian settlement on the site. They would call their town New
Gnadenhutten, believed to be a tribute to their previous home
in Gnadenhutten, Ohio.

See CLINTON TWP. Page 10

Prohibition Era Gave Birth to Racing
By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

It is often said that alcohol and
gasoline don’t mix – while this may
be true for those under the inﬂuence
attempting to drive, if it wasn’t
for the two being combined for a
diﬀerent purpose, a sport beloved by
many may have never been created.
When the 18th Amendment was
passed in 1920, the United States
was now under a ban that made it
illegal to produce or possess alcohol.
Those brave enough to try and test
law enforcement by attempting to smuggle

liquor in any way possible became known
as rumrunners. The runners' main objective
was to blend in
with the rest of the citizens on the
road, but it was also imperative
that they had the means to elude
police if they found themselves
in a diﬃcult situation – due to
the fact that shipments were often
made in the dead of night, they
sometimes referred to themselves
as moon runners. It was common
during this time for distributors to
ﬂy down dirt roads in excess of 120
A police raid conﬁ
mph, often times with no headlights
scating ill

Lake, Canada, in
1925

egal alcohol, in El
k

See PROHIBITION Page 23
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EDITOR

Believe it or not, when I was a child, one of my favorite holidays (just behind Christmas and Halloween) came in April – April
Fool’s Day. It was always fun to try and trick my younger sister with pranks that were very commonplace and well-known to most
youngsters – things like putting salt in the sugar bowl, balancing a plastic cup of water on a partially opened door (and waiting for
someone to open it further), and rubbing Vaseline on doorknobs (yes, that one dates me for sure). Even though she was just as aware
as I was of these tricks and also of what date it was, I usually was able to prank her before she pranked me. Once we arrived to
elementary school (if April 1 fell on a weekday), the fun continued with everyone trying to prank each other. Sometimes the teacher
even pulled a good one on us as well.
How and when did April Fool’s Day get its start? No one knows for sure, but the most common speculation dates the day for
tricking to 1582, when France switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar (as called for by the Council of Trent in
1563). As news traveled slowly in those days, some people did not realize that the start of the new year had moved to January 1 and
continued to celebrate it during the last week of March through April 1. Those uninformed persons became the recipients of jokes and
hoaxes, such as having paper ﬁsh placed on their backs and being referred to as April ﬁsh (said to symbolize a young, easily caught
ﬁsh and a gullible person).
In recent times, many elaborate April Fool’s Day hoaxes have been constructed by newspapers, radio and TV stations and websites
(Facebook seems to have one or two hoaxes on it almost every day of the year!) It seems that those creating the hoaxes ﬁnd just as
many gullible people today as back in 1582. A visit to http://hoaxes.org/aprilfool/P90 will let you read about the top 100 April Fool’s
Day hoaxes of all time. A few of the ones that drew in the most unsuspecting victims follow.
On April 1, 1992, National Public Radio’s Talk of the Nation infuriated many listeners when they announced that Richard Nixon
was running for President again with a new campaign slogan, “I didn’t do anything wrong, and I won’t do it again.” Despite the
obvious tongue-in-cheek humor, many listeners were duped and totally fell for the hoax until it was later revealed that it was a
practical joke.
On April 1, 1996, the Taco Bell Corporation took out a full-page ad in six major newspapers stating that it had bought the Liberty
Bell. They also claimed they were renaming it the Taco Liberty Bell. Hundreds of outraged citizens phoned the National Historic
Park in Philadelphia where the bell is located and were only appeased once, a few hours later, Taco Bell admitted it was all a hoax.
On April 1, 1998, Burger King published a full-page advertisement in USA Today where they announced a new item to their menu
specially designed for the 32-million left-handed Americans – a “Left-Handed Whopper”. The sandwich still contained all of the
same ingredients, but the condiments were rotated 180 degrees to make it easier for left-handed customers to eat. Thousands of
customers had gone into Burger King restaurants to request the new sandwich before Burger King announced it was a hoax.
The website given above gives you the opportunity to read about 97 more of the most outlandish pranks ever conducted on April
Fool’s Day.
Go out and have some fun and see who you can prank on this day dedicated to having fun. But, remember, be kind and be careful
that no one gets hurt emotionally or physically by the fun you are having. April Fool’s!
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We are searching for TALENT to perform as waitstaff, servers, bartenders, hostesses,
BE Ar!! kitchen staff and dishwashers. Areas of interests include drama, acting, comedy,
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 if you have bed bugs!
By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

By the end of April, most Thumb Birds have returned
home to Michigan, to begin enjoying the warmer months
that are coming soon. What is a Thumb Bird? It is a
part of that
larger group
of individuals affectionately
known as “Snowbirds”;
what makes a Thumb Bird
unique are the facts that
he or she resides part
of the year in one of the
nine
counties
covered
by
ThumbPrint
News
(Genesee, Huron, Lapeer,
Macomb, Oakland, St.
Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola or
Wayne) and part of the year
in Florida. Some have permanent second homes, some rent or stay with
relatives, and some are on the move with a recreational vehicle.
A few years ago, ThumbPrint News began the Thumb Bird group as a
means of getting Thumb Birds together for socializing and sharing their
Florida and Michigan experiences. The group meets twice each year –
once in the winter months in Florida and once in late summer in Michigan.
At that time we have a potluck lunch
or dinner and, depending on who is
hosting it, other fun activities may
take place.
We would like to sincerely thank
Ron Que of Port Huron, Michigan,
and North Fort Myers, Florida, and
Terry Rosen of North Fort Myers,
Florida, for hosting our last gettogether in February in North Fort
Myers. A great time was had by all
who attended – and the food was
delicious!
We are currently looking for someone to host our late summer gettogether (usually in August, but date can vary). If you would be willing to
do so, please contact ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net to discuss all the
details. All of the emailing, inviting, responding to RSVPs, etc. will be
handled by our staff; the majority of food will be contributed by the Thumb
Bird members. We are mainly looking for a location to host the event.
If you are not yet a Thumb Bird and meet the qualifications (living or
having lived part of the year in the nine Michigan counties listed above
and part of the year in Florida), please consider joining our group. We
need your name, addresses in both Michigan and Florida, phone
number and – very important – an email address. Our main way to
communicate with members is by email. Please send all information to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
Also, if you previously signed up to be a Thumb Bird and are no
longer interested in receiving our emails, please send a message to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net as well.
Thank you – and we hope to see you
at our next late summer get-together
(date and place not yet established).
Editor’s note: The photos featured in this
column are compliments of David Betteridge,
an exceptional photographer from Bingley,
West Yorkshire, England, who spends a few
weeks every year with the editor and publisher
of ThumbPrint News in Sarasota, Florida.
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WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION

GUTTER GUARDS

SPRING SALE

30% OFF
REMAINING INVENTORY

CALL NOW!!

(586) 489-0151

If you hate cleaning gutters ...

6

$ 99
/ft

/ft.

STAINLESS STEEL MICRO MESH

WITH LIFETIME NO CLOG GUARANTEE.

... get Gutter Armour and
NEVER clean them again!!!
Wholesale Distribution Gutter Guards

– Don’t Buy –

• Reverse Flow Helmets for $30/ft.
• Contractor Spaghetti Strainers that collect debris on top
• Plastic Leaf Filters for $25/ft.

NONE OF THEM WORK - CALL ME
AND I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT DOES!
Wholesale Distribution | 64155 Van Dyke, Ste. 101, Washington, Michigan

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!
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SCIENCE ON A SPHERE
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP
ORBITS INTO THE DETROIT ZOO

68131 S. Main St.
RICHMOND

CONSORTIUM REVOLVES AROUND EARTHLY
TOPICS AND OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD TECHNOLOGY

586-727-4775
www.gierkshoes.com

HOURS: M-F 10AM - 6PM • SAT 10AM-3PM

“LIKE” US ON

April 27, 28 & 29
Newly Remodeled $10 OFF
100 PURCHASE
EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE
$
SPECIAL ORDERS & SHOE REPAIR
5 OFF
50 PURCHASE
$

-OR-

EVERY FOOT MEASURED FOR PROPER FIT & COMFORT
ACCOMMODATING AN ARRAY OF FOOT PROBLEMS!
GREAT SELECTION OF SIZES & WIDTHS IN STOCK!

$

04

TPN

WITH COUPON ONLY. COUPON MAY NOT
BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXCLUDES PREVIOUS PURCHASE AND
SPECIAL ORDERS. EXPIRES 5/1/17.

April 2017

Submitted by Patricia Janeway

The Detroit Zoological Society (DZS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) will co-host the 2017 international Science On a Sphere Users
Collaborative Workshop April 25-27 at the Detroit Zoo. The gathering is held annually
to provide an opportunity for members of the worldwide Science On a Sphere network
to exchange ideas and collaborate on the system’s uses and enhancements.
“It is an honor to be the ﬁrst-ever zoo selected to host this global workshop and to share
how we engage the community with science by combining important environmental
messages with technological advances,” said Ron Kagan, DZS executive director and
CEO.
The workshop, titled “Pole to Pole: Connecting People, Places, Animals and Spaces”,
will explore the ways data visualization tools, such as Science On a Sphere, can be used
to educate audiences of all ages about animals and habitats and the changes that are
happening in the environment.
Originally developed by NOAA as an educational tool to study environmental data,
Science On a Sphere uses computers and video projectors to display images onto a
six-foot hologram-like globe. The presentations include short ﬁlms about animals
and ecosystems, as well as animated images of Earth’s activities, such as atmospheric
storms, climate change and ocean temperature.
“Science On a Sphere at the Detroit Zoo seems to have its own ﬁeld of gravity the
way it pulls our guests in,” Kagan said. “It’s a powerful tool that motivates learning in
a fun way – as if one were an astronaut observing Earth from outer space.”
The Detroit Zoo was the second zoo in the country to install Science On a Sphere
as a permanent attraction in 2011. The system is located in the Wildlife Interpretive
Gallery. There are currently 136 Science On a Sphere sites worldwide.

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060

Pick up and drop off at Super K-Mart in Port Huron. Other pick up locations avaliable - Call for details.
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5 OFF

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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POOL & SPA Financ
Spring
Tanning
Specials
$

5 OFF

Any Package

Reserve your spot for a
SPRING INSTALLATION
of your New Inground Pool!

ing
Available!
Financing
Available!

(810) 385-6063
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®
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Monday - Saturday
12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

Today’s Best Music
To Advertise With Us
Call Lisa

888-530-3426
www.foxfm.com

KEEPING YOUR HOUSE COOL IN THE
SUMMER AND WARM IN THE WINTER!

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a
place for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go
to our website www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all
persons submitting the correct answer by the 15 th of the month, one person
will be randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful
surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 16, 2017, one winner
will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will be
notified.
For our March contest, we asked our readers to identify what
the object pictured to the left is and for
what it is used.
Of all of those submitting the correct
answer, Joann Gorkowski of Bad
Axe, Michigan, was randomly chosen
to be entered into the year-end drawing.
Joann identified the object as a molinillo.
According to Wikipedia, “A molinillo is a
traditional Mexican turned wood whisk, also used in Colombia and
the Philippines, where it is also called a batirol or batidor. Its use is
principally for the preparation of hot beverages such as hot chocolate,
atole (a hot corn and masa-based beverage) and champurrado (a hot corn
and chocolate drink). The molinillo is held between the palms and rotated
by rubbing the palms together; this rotation creates the froth in the drink.
This process is the subject of a popular children's nursery rhyme in Mexico.”
For our April contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the object pictured to the left is and
for what it was used. Remember, go to our
website, www.thumbprintnews.com, if you
know the answer. GOOD LUCK!

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!
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NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS

COMPLETE LUBRICATION NEEDS FOR FARMING & TRUCKING

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!

April 2017

American
Made Since
1911

ALGONAC

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

810-794-5517

810-392-7123

Ed Shoobridge

67 Riley Center Rd.
Riley, MI 48041

Cell: 810-300-0454

Joe - Fix - It

Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

Contractor quality,
handyman prices.

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Senior Discounts!
OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057

The box elder
bugs are back
in town

AFFORDABLE HOME REPAIRS
CARPENTRY * REMODELING * HANDYMAN SERVICES
SIDING * WINDOWS * DOORS * ROOFING
FOR ALL YOUR HOME REPAIRS

Give us a Call
and we’ll send
‘em packing!

ABC
Home &
Commercial
Services

877-794-5678
abcbees.com
abcbees@comcast.net
Licensed & Insured

30YRS EXPERIENCE

Call Today 586.651.5597
FOR FREE CONSULTATION

DAVID MURPHY

24-Hour Service
7 Days a Week
(810) 982-8888

EXE CALL
C
TODU RIDE
AY!

BOOK US FOR YOUR
AIRPORT TRIP NOW!
Ask About Our Wedding Packages!
$

5 Off With This Ad

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Anchor

Windows • Doors
Custom Mirrors
8900 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023

edwardbickley@att.net

anchorglassandscreen.com

have your business seen by Thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

Glass and
Screen II, LLC
Insulated Glass
Shower Doors

Ed Bickley

586-725-7107

Fax: 586-725-7112

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 to clean your carpets!

April 2017
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RUST CONTROL

6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450

(810) 359-7880

krown.com

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

James Taylor

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL

performed by tribute artist

Chris Eilersen
DOORS OPEN 5:00 PM
SUNDAY,
DINNER 6:00PM
SHOW 7:00PM
APRIL 23
$30/PERSON OR $200/TABLE FOR 8

LAPEER AREA ELK’S LODGE #2567
200 E. NEPESSING ST., LAPEER

RSVP GARY DIXON AT (810) 441-9075

50

$

UR
24-HO CY
EN
EMERG ICE
SERV

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured

Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

$10 OFF FIRST HOUR!

E
,
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WE AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
CC
TT -O-O SS
OMPLETE RASH
RASH UT
UT PECIALISTS
PECIALISTS
OMPLETE

SENIOR / VETERAN DISCOUNTS

QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

OFF

SCUBA
CLASSES
586-725-1991

With Coupon. Expires 4/30/2017.

Anchor Bay Scuba, Inc.

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
NT
I
WE
’LL T
HAU
L IT

SINCE

PRODUCTS

1946

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

KINDE, MI

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

BEFORE MOSQUITOES DRIVE YOU INSIDE

ABC

RECLAIM YOUR BACKYARD!

CALL for IMMEDIATE SERVICE

Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!
abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

Call Now &
Ask About Our
All-Season-Long
Abatement Program!
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Trailer Repair

TRAILER SERVICE AND REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS, Horse,

RV, Cargo. Warranty & Insurance Repairs.
Maintenance & Safety Checks. Over 25
years in business. Sundowner Trailers,
810-765-1488.

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF
AUTO PARTS. Parting out '04 Liberty,

'04 Savannah Van, '04 Chevy Pick-up, '03
Dodge Van, '03 Mountineer, '73 Dodge
Pick-up and much more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING
NON-ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER SOFTENERS • DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS • SALT DELIVERY
SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

1-800-848-5150
For Lease

BEAUTIFUL, NEWER BRICK HOME
ON 100'-WIDE CANAL (TO LAKE
ST. CLAIR), $100,000 in upgrades, 4

bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, polished porcelain
marble ﬂoors, curved staircase, highefﬁciency furnace/AC. Reduced Rent.
Call (586) 306-9440.

Help Wanted

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
WANTED. Experienced & own tools.

Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS, ABC Home
& Commercial Services is looking to ﬁll
positions immediately, will train.
Carpet cleaning technician for a truckmounted, steam clean system.
CDL Driver, endorsment helpful but not
required. Call Al at (810) 614-8034 or
email résumé to abcbees@comcast.net.

happy

SPRING

For Sale
FOR SALE, 6' doorwall for $75 and

4'x10" sliding window for $50. Both are
white vinyl and in very good condition. They
were between two rooms, never outside.
Call (810) 367-3602.
BUSINESS FOR SALE, still looking for
the right family to take over my business.
Furniture Restoration with Antique store.
5,000 sq. ft. building on Main St. in
Emmett, Michigan, with frontage. Very
professional. Will teach and transition.
Call (810) 384-1163.

FOR SALE! YOU FINISH – BRICK
HOME, prime Macomb Twp. 80% of

renovations completed. Situated on (+/-)
2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
ﬁreplace, drawings available for 4th
bedroom or 3rd bathroom. You install
(new, already purchased): cherry kitchen
cabinets, lifetime ﬂooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior
doors, trims, etc. $169,000 ﬁrm.
Call (586) 306-9440.

Wanted to Buy

14

$

Call Today!
25
(
& up 810 ) 794-2300

ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS.

Interested in vintage and antique Christmas
tree ornaments. If you have just a few or if
you have a lot, please call (810) 614-8034.

Wanted

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

For Rent

HANDYMAN OPPORTUNITY,

responsible handyman to exchange
services for reduced rent in duplex, parklike setting on 100'-wide canal. Everything
new, cathedral ceiling, 2 bedrooms,
updated kitchen and bath, washer/dryer,
new ﬂooring. Call (586) 306-9440.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates

starting at $814 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless
internet, outdoor enclosed heated pool.
Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com or
call (586) 648-6168.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Tile Work

TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new

installation for backsplash, ﬂoors and
bathrooms. Re-caulking showers and tubs.
HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For estimate call
Rick at (810) 599-4630.

facebook.com/ThumbPrintNews

April 2017		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

Page 9

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!

Page 10

Fake Wine Takes a
Toll on Everyday Consumers
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Four years have passed since a federal
jury convicted Rudy Kurniawan, a
prominent wine collector, of fraud for
selling counterfeit wines. When the FBI
raided Kurniawan's home in March 2013,
they discovered thousands of fake wine
labels and hundreds of bottles and corks.
He's currently serving a 10-year prison
sentence.
Kurniawan's
conviction
brought
attention to the scourge of counterfeit
wines. It also forced the auction industry
to clean up its act and dedicate more
resources to authenticating old bottles.
But wine enthusiasts remain on edge.
Kurniawan showed how much money
could be made with fake wines. At a
single auction hosted by Acker Merrall
& Condit in 2006, he netted nearly
$25 million. Plenty of Kurniawan's
concoctions remain in circulation. And
suspect wines continue to surface. In
Hong Kong, for example, an auction
house called Dragon 8 pulled many
lots from its debut after counterfeit
experts raised serious concerns on
WineBerserkers.com, an online bulletin
board.
Some have argued that wine fraud is a
victimless crime. Wine writer W. Blake
Gray called Kurniawan a "hero" since "the
wine-auction scene is full of powerful
assholes." But fake wines take a toll on
everyday consumers – those passionate
oenophiles who can't afford cases of
grand cru Burgundy or first-growth
Bordeaux but can afford the occasional
splurge on a single, special bottle.
Consider John Brooks, a retired Air
Force major general who now considers
himself a full-time wine enthusiast.
Brooks grew up in a house where wine
– typically sweet, simple and German –
was often on the table. One Christmas,
his father received a case of wine from
his company. It was a dry red, and year
after year, Brooks's father tried to serve
it with holiday meals. But Brooks and
his mother kept saying no, sticking with
the simple white instead. Eventually, his
father drank the wine on his own.
After Brooks caught the wine bug,
he realized that the wine his father
kept trying to push was 1961 Château
Lafite Rothschild. Of Bordeaux's five
first growths, Lafite is the most famous.
Arguably, 1961 is Bordeaux's greatest
vintage ever.
In 2012, the first Father's Day without
his dad, Brooks realized that some of his
grief was tied up with the wine – and

the missed chance to drink something
so legendary with his father. But he then
realized that it was also an opportunity.
If he ever had a chance to drink 1961
Lafite, it would offer one more moment
with his dad.
In late 2012, Brooks might have had
that opportunity. But he'll never know.
"I was drinking my way up the
California coast with my wife and we
went to dinner at a restaurant in Santa
Barbara County. I looked at the wine list.
There it was. 1961 Lafite. $1,300. I was
so tempted. It was my chance to drink it
'with my dad,'" he explained.
"But could it be real? There were a few
older wines on the list, but not many,"
he continued. "And while the restaurant
was associated with a small wine shop,
this was not the French Laundry. It was
just a nice little restaurant. After all
the publicity about counterfeit wines, I
feared the chances it was real were not
very high. For a one-time opportunity to
share that wine with the memory of my
dad, I would have gladly paid $1,300. But
after agonizing, I decided I could not risk
paying $1,300 for something that wasn't
real."
Brooks's story tugs at the heartstrings.
But similar stories abound.
One recent night, a friend opened
a bottle of Château Latour – another
first growth – from 1974, his birth
year, for a small group of us. The wine
was shockingly fresh, though. So we
concluded that it must have been a fake.
With old Burgundy, one can't help
but question the authenticity of virtually
every bottle.
Billionaire wine bidders might
never warrant deep sympathy. But the
wine world is packed with passionate
enthusiasts of humble means – geeks
who live in cramped apartments, dress in
outdated clothes, and seem to spend all
their income on wine – who eagerly share
their most prized bottles.
These consumers chase history's
greatest wines, knowing that sometimes,
such wines can offer spiritual experiences.
But today, with so many counterfeits on
the market, it's becoming harder and
harder to figure out what's
real. That's a shame.
Editor’s Note: David
White is the founder and
editor of Terroirist.com,
which was named “Best
Overall Wine Blog” at the
2013 Wine Blog Awards.
His columns are housed
at GrapeCollective.com.
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are not known, it was
said that the
couple was
Macomb
C o u n t y’s
expected
population was a mix of
to give the
E u ro p e a n s a n d N at i ve
tribe
their
Americans at the time
ﬁrst
born
– throughout much of
child. The
the 18th century, Native
two kept up
Americans outnumbered
their end of
the
white
population
the deal and
as much as four to one,
handed over
but as time passed those
their
son
ﬁgures began to shift the
James, but
other way. While some of
the family was eventually reunited a few
the interactions between the two were
years later. A map put together by David
peaceful, due to the turmoil of war at
Zeisberger, one of the ﬁrst Moravian
the time, a great deal of bloodshed also
missionaries in the area, platted a map of
took place – many issues arose from
the settlement, which depicted 29 cabins
the inability to communicate. Almost
along with a chapel.
immediately after the settlement was
Another family that had a great deal
occupied, a large section of Michigan
of interaction with Native Americans
began experiencing a shortage of food.
not just in Michigan, but in multiple
Part of the issue of living in such an
states throughout the country, was the
undeveloped forest was the wolves,
Tucker family. Originally from Virginia,
which were known to kill their cattle.
the father and his two boys, William
This forced settlers to survive on cooked
and Joseph, were visited by a band of
weeds for an extended period of time –
Chippewa Indians in 1754. In a series
the successful crop yield in 1784 ended
of tragic events, the boys’ father was
the hunger issues.
brutally murdered and scalped in front
While few settlers had a close
of them when William, who was the
relationship
with
local
Native
oldest, was onl y 11 year s ol d. T he
Americans, Richard Conner had an
two boys were taken by the tribe and
interesting relationship with them for a
were eventually brought to Michigan
majority of his life. Conner arrived in
where they were essentially treated as
the area on March 25, 1783, with plans
members of the tribe. One day while
to construct a house. Before long he met
out on a hunting trip, Joseph tipped his
Margaret Boyer, who was captured by
canoe, causing him to eventually drown
the Native Americans at just four years
– this made him the ﬁrst white person
old and spent nearly all of her formative
known to the Native Americans to die in
years being raised by a chief who
the area.
treated her as his own daughter. Conner
William remained with the Chippewa
bought Margaret’s freedom from the
tribe for nearly seven years until he was
Indians and the two later got married
awarded freedom when he turned 18
–although the terms of the agreement
years old. Despite what they
had done to his family, William
remained extremely loyal to
them – he later went on to
serve as an interpreter for the
British to help communicate
with the Indians, but he always
kept their best interest in mind.
The Chippewa were very
appreciative for all William
did for them, and as a result
they awarded him all the land
he could walk around in one
day, which worked out to
about 3,330 acres. He built a
cabin on this property in 1784
near the Clinton River, and by
doing so he became the ﬁrst
white person to call Macomb
County home. The dwelling
was erected next to a mound
1941 location of lost settlements (Contributed by the Clinton
constructed by the Native
Township Historical Society)

CLINTON TWP., Continued from Page 1
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Americans, which was believed to be tribe members, the government didn’t
a sacred burial site –this mound was honor the agreement, but they did allow
visible from an aerial view as late as the him to keep the property he built on. The
1940s, before it was destroyed during home he constructed over 230 years ago,
construction. Although Tucker was in although nearly impossible to distinguish
the area a few years before Connor, the from the modern homes in the area,
two permanently settled near the Clinton still remains in the same spot at 29020
Riverbank Street near the river – the
River only a few weeks apart.
After residing in New Gnadenhutten frame of the log cabin remains as part of
for only about four years, the Moravians the house, but is currently hiding behind
decided to relocate farther north into a brick exterior. The Tucker House is
Ontario in 1786. After gathering for the one of the oldest, if not the oldest house
in Michigan.
ﬁnal time in the town
The
Moravian
chapel on the morning
settlement of New
of April 20, the
Gnadenhutten
soon
Moravians loaded their
slipped into the shadows
canoes and departed
when a new town was
for new land. Every
built in 1818, which was
resident left with the
known as Casino before
exception of Connor,
its name was changed
who remained on the
William Tucker residence today
to Frederick. Today
site until his death on
April 17, 1808. William (Contributed by Detroit Urbanism Blog) little remains from
Tucker also remained in the area on the the Moravian’s time around Clinton
land he received from the Chippewa Township aside from Moravian Trail,
in what is known today as Harrison which was started in 1785, and became
Township. Much of the original plot is Michigan’s ﬁrst interior road – originally
now home to the Selfridge Air National laid out to connect the town to the fort
Guard Base – amazingly there are still in Detroit, the 23-mile-long trail starts
a few relics in existence from Tucker’s on Moravian, goes to Schoenherr, down
time on the property. Despite possessing Gratiot and then to Six Mile Road toward
a deed signed by multiple inﬂuential the Detroit Airport.

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

WWW. HURONMODULARHOMES. COM

MODELS
ON DISPLAY

Call Roger for Details!

AT 4269 DOVE ST.
PORT HURON, MI

1/2 MILE EAST OF
RANGE RD. AND I-94

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036
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Hard to Believe but True!
Easter, although a
religious holiday, is
also associated with the
Easter Bunny. Here are
some interesting facts
you may or may not
know about rabbits:

Submitted by Susan Dykstra
The American Association of
University Women-Port Huron Chapter
is pleased to announce that the chapter
will be hosting the State Convention
on June 2nd and 3rd, 2017, at the Blue
Water Convention Center and St. Clair
County Community College.
The Port Huron chapter has been
empowering women since 1920. The
American Association of University
Women was founded in 1881 by
Marion Talbot and Ellen Swallow
Richards in Boston.
If you are interested in joining the
American Association of University
Women-Port Huron Chapter, please
contact our membership chair,
Candace Copeman Hayes at
schenecwon@msn.com.

A rabbit symbol is often used to show
that a product was not tested on
animals. This is because rabbits have
traditionally been used in product
safety testing.
A rabbit’s life span is about eight
years, though sterilized rabbits
(those who are spayed/neutered)
can live as long as 10-12 years.
The average size of a rabbit litter is
usually between four and 12 babies,
which results after a short 30-day
gestation. Male rabbits can reproduce
as early as seven months of age, and
females as early as four months. This
means in one year a single female
rabbit can produce as many as 800
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren!
Happy rabbits practice a cute behavior
known as a “binky”; they jump up in
the air and twist and spin around!

Mallards Landing is the latest concept in
retirement living for mature adults who
desire health, comfort, good friends and
good times, yet know that assisted care is
available, if desired.
Private apartments at
Mallards Landing are
fully eqipped and
enable you to choose to
live in a lovely one or
two bedroom apartment,
ready to be furnished
and decorated with your
favorite belongings.

.

4601 S. River Road • East China • 810-329-7169

Thumbs Up
To Seniors

YOUR Ad here!
Be Seen by over 100,000
potential customers!
Call
(810) 794-2300
to learn
more!

By William Easton,

MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

Congratulations to Don LaCombe
of Clay Township, Michigan,
for correctly answering question #40.
Be the first to correctly answer
question #41 and you could win
a J. Clary collector print!

Question #40

What type of clouds relate to the
old sailor’s proverb, “Mares’
tails and mackerel scales make
lofty ships to carry low sails.”

Answer to #40:

Wispy cirrus clouds

Maritime Trivia
Question #41

What is meant by the term
"dog with a bone in her
teeth”?
Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Ohio Congressman James A. Garﬁeld visited
Port Austin before taking oﬃce as the twentieth
president on March 3, 1861. Unfortunately,
his term there was cut short by an assassin’s
bullet on July 2nd. He died 79 days later while
recuperating on the New Jersey shore. During
that lingering period, he expressed the longing
to visit “Lake Huron shores” – perhaps as a
dying wish. The State of Michigan Historic
Places plaque at the Learned House states that
he “was a frequent guest here.”
What was Garﬁeld’s fascination with that
Great Lake when his Ohio district bordered Lake
Erie? He was a longtime friend of Charles and
Maria Learned, who occupied the French Second
Empire mansion in Port Austin. Now called the
Garﬁeld Inn, it was recently re-opened for lodging and meals. Mr. Learned had made his fortune in lumbering and
other New York State ventures. He helped build the Erie Canal and New York City’s waterworks system. In 1857,
while exploring for untapped timber sources, he had come through Michigan, and with his brother-in-law Frederick
S. Ayres, purchased several thousand acres in Huron County. Maria, his consumptive wife, moved west with him,
which was quite a change from her home and family near Troy, New York.
The Port Austin home was the object of Garﬁeld’s interest because of both the Learneds and Lake Huron. The young
future congressman, while a student and itinerant preacher, may have developed a romantic interest in Maria Learned.
It is known that he was a frequent guest at their home in Puestenkill, New York, while a student at Williams College,
a short horseback ride across the Massachusetts border. Charles Learned was frequently away on business. Maria had
an attractive friend, Rebecca “Rancie” Selleck, who was
“smitten” with the tall, handsome Garﬁeld. His illicit
pre-marital consummation with Rancie took place at
the Learned’s in a room called the “Prophet’s Chamber”
arranged by Maria. As a biographer opines, James was:
“like a starving man before whom a feast had been
spread.” Rancie was also a guest in Port Austin and
in his three-volume published diaries, Garﬁeld reports
enjoying two hours of conversation in their company
there.
While young James was visiting in New York, back in
Ohio, the Lothario preacher was already engaged on and
oﬀ to Lucretia “Crete” Rudolph whom he did marry. She
bore him seven children and survived him by thirty-seven
years.
See LEARNED HOUSE Page 16

Future President,

James A.Garfield
Visits
Port Austin

of Port Huron, MI

04/05
04/06
04/11
04/19
04/23
04/26
04/27
05/07
05/09
05/10
05/11
05/13
05/16
05/17

W Greektown Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Th Hollywood Daytrip (up tp $10 pkg)Daytrip $30
T Firekeepers ()Daytrip $32
W Greektown Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Sun- 04/25 Chip Inn Overnight (3 Days) $155
W Motor City Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Th Soaring Eagle Casino (pkg $25)Daytrip $32
Sun- 05/08 Niagara Falls Special Overnight $115
T Turkeyville Dinner Theater Special Daytrip $69
W Greektown Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Th Point Edward Casino (pkg $10)Daytrip $20
S Flower Day Eastern Market Special Daytrip $27
T Firekeepers ()Daytrip $32
W Motor City Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
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Melanie Duquesnel

D O Y OU H AVE T EN M INUTES
TO P ROTECT Y OURSELF ?

Recently we observed consumer protection week, a time to help consumers
understand their rights so they can make well-informed decisions. During this week,
nonproﬁts, such as your Better Business Bureau (http://www.bbb.org/detroit), and
government agencies join forces to help consumers better understand issues such as
cybersecurity, identity theft, shady debt collector practices and more.
Often, the tips consumers get are more reactive, such as how to thwart scammers,
or what to do once you’ve been a victim of a scam, but there are proactive measures
you can take that can help to keep your sanity and foil scam attempts before they
occur. Take ten minutes or less to complete these ﬁve actions below to help stem the
tide of unwanted communications and to protect yourself before you become a target
of a scam.
1. Sign up for the Do-Not-Call List
The National Do Not Call Registry (https://www.donotcall.gov/) gives you a
choice about whether to receive telemarketing calls. Telemarketers should not
call your number once it has been on the registry for 31 days. If they do, you
can ﬁle a complaint by going to https://complaints.donotcall.gov/complaint/
complaintcheck.aspx. You can register your home or mobile phone for free. You
can do it any time, and you can add up to three numbers. The registration does not
need to be renewed unless you get a new phone number.

To Advertise wit
Please Call Lisah Us
at

888-530-3426
CHOK.com

It would take less than a minute to do this at either DoNotCall.gov or by
calling (888) 382-1222. However, we have a warning on this topic: If you get
an unsolicited phone call oﬀering to add your number to the registry for a fee,
it's actually a scam. The government doesn't allow private companies to register
people for the list, and registration is free. These scammers are either trying to
take your money or to get your personal information. The bottom line is to only
do this if it’s you initiating this action.
2. Stop Unwanted Direct Mail and Email
Consumers are inundated with unwanted mail, catalogues, credit card oﬀers, email
and more. Most of these are harmless advertisements and solicitations. There
are also mailings that try to trick consumers into oﬀers that aren’t in their best
interests, but are not necessarily against the law. To help reduce unwanted mail,
the Direct Marketing Association's (DMA) Mail Preference Service (MPS) lets
consumers opt out of receiving unsolicited commercial mail from many national
companies for ﬁve years. When someone registers, their name will be put on a
"delete" list which is given to direct-mail marketers and organizations. The DMA
also has an Email Preference Service (EMPS) to help you reduce unsolicited
commercial emails which are good for six years. You can register for both by
going to https://dmachoice.thedma.org/.
Consumers can also opt out of prescreened oﬀers for credit cards, loans and
insurance at www.optoutprescreen.com. Here you can optout from receiving
oﬀers for ﬁve years by registering electronically, or optout from receiving
oﬀers permanently by mail using the permanent optout election form.
Finally, you can opt out of catalogs, phone books, coupons, circulars, etc. at
www.catalogchoice.org.
3. Set-Up Two-Step Veriﬁcation for Your Email
Email is a way of life for nearly everyone, so it is important to be diligent about
its protection. And because consumers often have important information stored
there, scammers attempt to inﬁltrate email accounts with various schemes. When
scammers gain access to an account however, they can do more than get access
to your address book.
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Email is often used as a way to authenticate a user for other websites and
applications, such as banking and tax sites. So, when a user forgets their password
to one of these sites, the password reset link is often sent to an email to reset.
However, if someone has hacked your email account and has access, they can
reset all the passwords to your other accounts.
Therefore, it is important to take advantage of two-step veriﬁcation (can also
be known as two-factor authentication) that is oﬀered by email providers like
Gmail. When enabled, it adds another layer of security to your account because
it uses both your password, and a code sent to your phone the ﬁrst time you sign
in from a device and any time there is a request to reset a password. Two-factor
authentication can be set up in just a few minutes. To set up the two-step veriﬁcation
method go to https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/185839?hl=en&visit_
id=0-636219128314874070-310780863&rd=1.
4. Order Free Credit Reports
Millions of consumers have errors on their credit reports of which they are
often not aware. These errors can lead to a lower score than is accurate, and to a
consumer potentially being turned down for credit or loans. Consumers need to
be proactive and watch their credit reports so they can correct inaccuracies before
they become a major problem and before they are actively trying to purchase a car
or house or asking for a loan.
Every consumer is entitled to one free credit report every year from each of the
major consumer credit reporting agencies (Equifax, Experian and TransUnion).
While you can pull all three credit reports at once, you can also consider pulling
your credit reports quarterly. Pulling your reports separately allows you to better
monitor your reports and keep track of any changes or new information that may
appear on your credit report. If you pull all your reports at once, you won’t be
eligible to pull your report for another 12 months. Requesting a credit report takes
less than three minutes of your time.
BBB recommends getting reports from AnnualCreditReport.com
(https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action) and warns consumers not to
access credit report request services through links from unfamiliar websites.
5. Monitor Scam Networks
In order to stay on top of the thousands of scams being perpetrated on consumers
every day, there are sources you can bookmark to stay informed and to help warn
family and friends. Often just hearing about a potential scam can help you identify
it quickly before being taken in.
• BBB Scam Tracker℠: BBB’s scam tracker website, allows consumers to both
report scams as well as monitor scams across the country or in their speciﬁc area.
Consumers can search by a particular scam or click on a speciﬁc area to see what
scams others have reported. The tracker gives details about the scam as well as
reported losses. To see more go to https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker/us/.
• AARP Scam-Tracking Map: While it does not allow consumers to report
scams, AARP has a scam tracking map that shows law enforcement alerts in your
area. Go to https://action.aarp.org/site/SPageNavigator/FraudMap.html to get
more information.
• Michigan Attorney General Alerts: You can bookmark the Michigan.gov
site to keep abreast of consumer alerts. These include scams as well as other
warnings and consumer protection information. Find more information at http://
www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-164-17337_20942---,00.html.
All of the above are proactive measures consumers can take that will cost them
very little time in exchange for potentially saving them much more in other ways.
Take the time to protect yourself and spread the word to friends and family.
For more consumer protection information and tips, visit your BBB website
at http://www.bbb.org/detroit/news-events/lists/consumer-tips/ or call us at
(248) 223-9400.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-proﬁt
organization that ﬁghts fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by
visiting www.bbb.org.
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She was aware of his New
York wanderings, and met
both Maria and Rancie. (Garﬁeld had one or
more extra marital aﬀairs – not of relevance to
this story.) Just exactly how many trips Garﬁeld
made to Port Austin is unclear. His last one as a
congressman was in 1868, when he traveled by
train to Saginaw and then by chartered steamer
to Port Austin. His older brother Thomas was a
farmer in the Grand Rapids area and informed a
local newspaper that the Congressman had visited
him just three years before his assassination.
Now that we’ve learned of the purpose of his
trips to the Thumb, let’s brieﬂy trace President
Garﬁeld’s career as preacher, teacher, general, lawyer and congressman. He
was the last president born in a log cabin, which was built by his father,
Abram, who died when young James, the second son bearing that name, was
an infant. The future president was a bright student and reader. By age 19,
he had suﬃcient education to become a teacher himself. After a religious
conversion, he conducted revival sessions for the Disciples of Christ. He
received further religious and secular education at the Eclectic Institute (now
Hiram College). Later, he spent two years at Williams College, tutored by
President Mark Hopkins, who is said to have taught a student while seated
on a log. Garﬁeld was a star student and lifelong friend of Hopkins. He read
enough law to be admitted to practice without beneﬁt of law school or law
oﬃce apprenticeship.
During the Civil War, Garﬁeld commanded an Ohio regiment and was
made a general by President Lincoln whom he supported. He was elected to
Congress as a member of the new Republican Party in 1862, while still in
uniform. Politically, he supported the more radical Abolitionists, although he

LEARNED HOUSE
Continued from Page 13
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DONUTS

Class 504 of Northern High School
had a grand time hanging their artwork
recently at a local donut shop.
This franchise donut shop offers so
much more than great coffee and tasty
donuts. With a warm and friendly staff treating you like family,
it becomes a comfortable place to rendezvous. This familiar
restaurant is like a home away from home and will make sure you can start your day
with a fresh cup of your favorite coffee and a sweet treat if you so desire.
The restaurant manager, Mindy Duckworth, greatly enjoyed watching the joy on
the kid's faces while they were searching out the best places to display their artwork,
bringing to mind a well-known quote "Take time to smell the roses" and reminding her
to appreciate the small things in life. "It is so easy to fall into routine habits and forget
about the little things that can make a big impact", says Mindy. As
the kids danced through the store hanging their pictures, they were
creating memories with friends and being a helpful reminder of a
strong life lesson to others around them, without even knowing it.
After the last picture was hung, Mindy, who believes everybody
should be treated after a job well done, invited the children to pick
out a sweet reward. As they munched on their favorite donuts and
sipped hot chocolate, she heard them reminiscing over the hard
work put into creating their masterpieces
and bragging about having found the perfect spot to hang it.
When the bus arrived and it was time to go, she saw a class of
grade-A smiles and overheard a friendly reminder, "It's not
good-bye, it's I'll see you later".
Editor's Note: Mindy Duckworth is the manager of the Fort
Gratiot Dunkin Donuts and would love for you to stop in and view the masterpieces
created by class 504 of Northern High School.

had little experience with slaves. He served nine
terms in Congress with important committee
assignments. The Ohio legislature appointed
him senator in 1880, but he was never seated
because of the contemporaneous nomination
for president. In one of the closest races of the
19th Century, he beat Democrat General Winﬁeld
Hancock by less than 10,000 votes. After
inauguration on March 4, 1881, he discharged
his duties for only 100 days. He was shot at a
Washington railway station while leaving for
Williams College accompanied by his two sons,
Harry and James. Both became students there
and Harry a future Williams' president. During
a lengthy convalescing period, the President was taken to the New Jersey
shore, where his wife had spent time recovering from malaria. It was there
that he may have expressed the wish to return to the Lake Huron shores. He
expired September 19, 1881. Maria Learned had expired from consumption
(tuberculosis) earlier that year.
Author's note: As an ironic Michigan twist, his assassin, Charles Guiteau, had
spent about a year in the state, attending Ann Arbor’s Pioneer Academy in an
attempt to gain admission to the University of Michigan. Unsuccessful, he followed
his father’s direction to join the Oneida Community of John Noyes in New York. He
had obtained a law license in Chicago and represented himself at his trial. He was
convicted and executed on June 30, 1882, almost one year after shooting Garﬁeld.
Reference to the “Rancie” aﬀair is from a biography, THE GARFIELD ORBIT:
Leech and Brown: Harper and Row (1978). The Port Huron Times Herald on
January 21, 1979, provides a report of Garﬁeld’s visits to the Learned’s – and their
guest, “Rancie” Selleck.
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Normally the idea of new and fresh
changes is celebrated around the end of
December and, of course, New Year’s Eve.
However, I prefer to celebrate the new birth
of a season in April, where the days and
nights become milder, the ﬂowers bloom
and the air has that fresh scent of the
Earth’s re-birth.
The months of being cooped up with
the heat blasting are rapidly coming to an
end. Indoor activities become less and less
consuming. Weekend lists become ﬁlled
with lawn mower prepping, rakes and basic
yard clean-ups. Michigan’s Thumb area
seems to come alive and the air certainly
has a different feel and smell.
It is cottage time for me now! The yard
clean up and indoor deep cleaning begin.
General maintenance is on point at this
time, checking the patios and decks
from the effects of Lake Huron; the roof
gets a good once over and all windows
are checked for the possibility of screen
replacements or new caulking. This is
also the time of year that the pipes and
plumbing get checked for any cracks or
leaks from the winter, although we have
had a pretty mild winter, comparatively.

Personally, I try to extend the cottage
season as long as I possibly can, so I get
an early start. Nights and evenings can still
get a bit chilly around the ﬁre, but a wave
of excitement comes as I know that the
warmer nights are not far behind. This year
I am anxious to see if my lilac bushes will
bloom as intended, since I gave them too
much of an over-pruning a few years back.
(I now know how to prune lilac bushes
properly!) I am secretly hoping that the
Lake Huron winds have blown most of last
year’s leaves away to save me a little bit of
work raking them!
This year, I plan to ﬁsh more on the lake,
cook out more often, visit more festivals,
and travel the Thumb a bit more – not to
mention getting some beach and sun time
in as well.
This time of year I usually start seeing
some of the other neighbors come up on
the weekends and check on their places
and prepare for the season. The ﬂowers
are blooming and it is time for me to ﬁll the
hummingbird feeder and await the annual
migration back north to us! It’s a bit too
early for the window air conditioning units
to be put back in, but it won’t be long now!
Here’s to another beautiful and mild spring
in Michigan’s beautiful Thumb area!
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HOME & GARDEN
GARDEN-TO-TABLE TIPS FOR
GROWING AND COOKING
YOUR OWN PRODUCE
Courtesy of StatePoint Media

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist

April is a busy month. It’s the month of Easter and opening day at Comerica Park.
But as important and fun as those two events are, there is actually something just as
exciting, but much more subtle happening – the return of color. Yes, yes, the actual
real first day of spring is in March; but spring puts on its vibrant show in April. It will
be a welcomed contrast to the gray skies and brown lawns of the “winter” we just had.
Watching those tulips and daffodils show off their colors reminds us that it is also
our time to bloom. Now is time to make the very important decisions on how we
want to spend the warm months of 2017. Regardless of the number in the checking
account, there are plenty of things to keep us playing until street lights come on every
day during the next six months – also known as vacation time in Michigan.
Although, when it comes to vacations, it can take some guts to dream about what
we really want to do during the days when the temperatures are above 60 degrees.
But, the moment we land on a dream is the moment our hopes start shooting up; and,
of course, it’s also the moment we risk being disappointed. Apparently, a bold move
or two may be required to turn these specific dreams into a vacation postcard.
My family is no exception. Over the last four years, my husband and his family
have been blessed to spend a week up north. My father-in-law will celebrate birthday
number 80 this year, and this trip has become one of the most important weeks of the
year for him, which makes it very important to us as well. But, as life goes, a few snags
have hit our plan for up-north family time. One person in our family is recovering
from knee surgery, and another person took a job that didn’t work out, so there is one
less paycheck at that house. This means that vacation money got reallocated to a bum
knee and a crappy job-threatening trip.
What to do? The first thing that came up at the family meeting, which is also the
obvious idea, is to cancel the trip. This option means that instead of this family being
under the roof of a 1950’s lake-front cabin at the same time, those seven people will
be in four different cities during that same week. In April terminology – crabgrass.
Yes, canceling is an option. But, it makes me ache with disappointment, especially
for my father-in-law. I can’t help but wonder how we’d feel if we cancel this year’s
trip and then found our group is missing a person next summer. Since nobody in my
family has a working time machine, if we are one less next summer, we would have
no way of going back in time to recreate this year’s trip. Unless somebody gets their
time machine fixed, the only tool we have to solve this is hutzpah.
So, to get all of us up north this summer, it will mean that a few checking accounts
will get hit harder than in past years. But, hard decisions often mean you spend
money you didn’t anticipate. And making that right decision, a decision that you will
be forever glad that you made, takes sacrifice. Therein lies the rub.
But the truth is the rash from that rub will heal, and more importantly, eventually
be forgotten. But, the memories of those seven people being in that cabin during the
summer of 2017 will always be remembered. Here’s to hoping I get to send out a few
postcards from that cabin this year.
So as April begins and we see the tulips showing off their vivid colors, the only
question is what do you want to bloom under your warm skies this year?
You can contact Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

ABC

Nearly 50 percent of fresh fruits
and 20 percent of fresh vegetables in
the U.S. are imported, according to
FoodSafety.gov. This means that your
food traveled long distances to get to
your plate. To better enjoy fruits and vegetables, many families are now growing their
own at home.
Want to know exactly where your food is coming from and have the freshest possible
ﬂavors within arm’s reach? Bring “farm-to-table” dining into your everyday life by
creating your own garden. Follow these tips to grow and harvest fruits, veggies and
herbs at peak ripeness to enjoy in simple, healthful meals.
Room to Grow
When starting a garden, it’s important to have a plan. Find a spacious area with
plenty of sunlight to help plants take root and ﬂourish – whether that’s in your backyard
or a nearby community garden. For cooler climates, raised garden beds are highly
recommended. These allow fruits and vegetables the space needed to expand their roots
and hold in water. For hot, arid climates, create an in-ground garden, as it holds in
moisture better, requiring less irrigation.
Selecting what to grow is your next challenge. Herb gardens are perfect for those
with limited experience or limited space. Herbs like basil, cilantro and chives are easy
to maintain. Most herbs can withstand changing climates, meaning you can cook with
fresh herbs year-round, adding them to nearly any meal to increase depths of ﬂavor and
allow you to “play” with your food.
Farm with Flavor
Having access to a variety of fresh produce lets you expand your menu at home while
keeping it healthy. Many items found in simple salads, like carrots, tomatoes, radishes,
lettuce and other leafy greens, are considered “beginner crops.” Certain berries are also
easy to cultivate. If you’ve ever tasted a ripe, just-picked strawberry or a fresh, juicy
tomato, you’ll know that it’s worth the eﬀort to grow these items yourself!
Mix it Up
Having a high-quality blender, like the Vitamix A3500, can make transforming your
harvest into vibrant meals easy. Vitamix machines can be used to chop, purée or juice
any ingredients that may come from your budding garden.
Put new spins on old family recipes. Next time your kids ask for spaghetti and
meatballs, try Spaghetti with Roasted Vegetable Sauce. Made with fresh, garden
ingredients, including Roma tomatoes, carrots and fresh basil leaves, this robust sauce
will become a staple in your weekly meal rotation. You might even want to try it on
top of spaghetti squash or zucchini noodles to take advantage of more nutritious,
fresh-grown produce. Try something new and create Sweet Potato Soup with Seared
Tomatillos using fresh jalapenos, poblanos and tomatillos from your garden. Or dress
up a less-than-exciting salad with a brightly ﬂavored Strawberry Vinaigrette, using
fresh strawberries and herbs.
Growing greens (plus reds, yellows, oranges, purples and blues) gives you peace
of mind in knowing exactly where your meals come from, and the pride of nurturing
something wholesome.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 to clean your carpets!

1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

In its simplest form, resistance (drag) is a force acting opposite or contrary
to a given motion or ﬂow. Not surprisingly, this same law of physics is also
grounded into the dynamics of intimate relationship – especially when it comes
to the ebb and ﬂow of “give and take”. Or, when the “ebb and ﬂow” is more like
a volcano … the process of giving a lot, taking a little, stopping, starting, going
in reverse, getting frustrated, and then facing the battle all over again! So, with
that said, who doesn’t want “smooth” in their relationship? Whether the give and
take proportions with your signiﬁcant other are harmonious, or whether they are
disruptive, will both be inﬂuenced by many factors. While the ingredients can
vary from couple to couple, there are several key areas to consider:
■ We can only give what we inherently possess. If we lack love for ourselves,
how can we give it to others? If we are so absorbed in ourselves, how can we
then provide true patience and understanding? If we are emotionally shallow
and cannot understand why we feel and act as we do, how do we give empathy
and support to our partner? If we are angry and irritated, how do we provide
kindness? We can only give that which we truly possess. To grow as a person is
the ultimate gift we can give to ourselves, our partner, our family and friends,
and to our world.
■ The extent and diversity of existing diﬀerences between partners. The greater
the diﬀerences, the more giving that will be required to bridge these “gaps”. If
a meeting in the middle isn’t allowed, then non-sharing and alienation develop,
blocking the need to give. While individual space is a necessary ingredient for
successful relationship, it shouldn’t be overdone. If diﬀerences in preferences,
tastes, activities, thoughts, attitudes, beliefs, etc., aren’t allowed to commingle,
then isolated instead of shared paths start to form – creating further alienation.
Seeing from your partners perspective, sharing each other’s interests, helping
out with some of their normal responsibilities, doing things for them they enjoy,
focusing your time on your partner’s needs, are all vital elements of giving, and
allow your roots to better grow together.
■ The proportion of ego-self versus essential-self. When ego dominates within
one or both partners, there becomes an imbalance in the three dimensions of
you, me and we. This disproportionate “me” factor chokes oﬀ critical growth
to the other vital areas of relationship – and ultimately leads to only superﬁcial
gains for those holding the ego. The stronger the ego, the harder it is to truly
give. Remember, the ego’s mantra is “What have you done for me lately?” This
blocks the path for patience, understanding and empathy, sharing, and truly
developing the art of giving.
■ Busy lifestyles and schedules. Certainly hectic routines can impact the need
for increased giving – but this creates somewhat of a paradox. When our lives
are in a stressful fast forward mode, our relationship needs more, but each
partner is in a position to give less. When time is thin and patience is stretched,
it becomes very hard to give. And when giving is done, it is often shortchanged
and diluted. There are no easy answers for this sometimes grueling scenario.
Many times lives and priorities have to be restructured and shifted – with
a better focus on what is really essential for true personal and relationship
growth. Unfortunately, too often economic demands and limitations provide
very little room to create our desired latitudes. It then becomes absolutely vital
that somehow, time and energy are “carved out” for relationship necessities.
■ The paradigm each partner possesses for giving and receiving. There are
many factors that inﬂuence the settings of our giving and receiving thresholds:
emotional depth, maturity of perspectives, appreciation and gratitude factors,
relationship examples we grew up with (parents, family, friends), past
experiences, the amount and type of giving we’ve received, our current state
of self and personal relationship “health”, ego versus essence balance, etc. In
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addition, our thresholds will diﬀer over time as the dynamics of our self and
intimate relationship change.
■ Expectations from the “gift” of giving. If we give for the sake of receiving an
equivalent and quick “return” for our eﬀorts (tit for tat), then the opportunity to
truly grow from our giving experience is truncated. We block out the long term
organic growth that occurs when we give for the sake of doing the right thing,
give for the future investment of our relationship’s success, and give knowing
a relationship is more than just “me”.
■ The ability to receive. As strange as it may sound, there are some of us that have
a hard time in “receiving”. Pride, stubbornness, not feeling worthy enough, or
not wanting to accept that which is being given can all be impediments that
block the act of giving. There can even be those times when the act of giving
is unintentionally not even recognized! Be cognizant of these sometimes tricky
obstacles. Remember the full cycle of giving cannot be completed until the
“oﬀering” is actually received.
Balanced giving cannot be measured on a daily, weekly or monthly scale. Each
partner can’t bring out their “giving calculators” to see if one has given more
than the other. If the score has to be monitored this closely – then the evolvement
of giving has not yet developed highly enough. A tally mentality indicates too
low of a giving perspective. However, there does need to be balance from a
longer term viewpoint. Lack of giving or receiving over shorter periods of time
within relationship is normal. All partnerships course through diﬀerent rhythms
and circumstance. It is when this lack of balance is extended over longer periods
that the relationship can suﬀer higher casualties.
Look at the give and take ﬂow within your relationship. Is there a reciprocating
equilibrium? If not, just what is it that’s getting in the way…?
Thanks for reading! Please send any questions or comments to
1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will look at a few other perspectives regarding the art
of give and take.
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letters to the editor

Dear Editor,

Blue Water Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACABWR) is now accepting registration forms for our 25th annual car show to be
held on Saturday and Sunday, June 10th and 11th at beautiful Marysville Park.
Registration is $15 in advance ($20 on the day of the show). Dash plaques will be
awarded to the ﬁrst 100 cars registered. Proceeds from the show help support the
non-proﬁt Wills Sainte Claire Museum. Please call Gary Minnie at (810) 327-6721
for more information.
Thank you so much,
Judy Carlisle
Dear Editor,
The Algonac Lioness Lions Club is looking for donations to raise money to
send children, ranging from seven to sixteen, with visual or hearing impairments,
juvenile impairments, muscular dystrophy, autism, or the recent loss of a loved
one to enjoy a rewarding experience at Bear Lake Camp.
Bear Lake Camp, located in Lapeer County, has provided a camping program
for youth for over 30 years. The program gives its campers opportunities they
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would not have at traditional children’s camps. Their activities include swimming,
crafts, archery, boating, ﬁshing, hiking, challenge courses, unique climbing tower,
zip lining, and learning training.
Aside from all the fun the children will have, they will learn skills to become
independent and to work as a team. From wheel-chair bound to having other
disabilities, all children can participate to improve self-conﬁdence and gain a
feeling of accomplishment. In addition, meals, nursing care, and supervision with
certiﬁed facilitators are provided.
Please consider donating towards our cause to send at least three special children
to Bear Lake Camp at a cost of $350 per child or a total of $1,050. If possible, we’d
like to send more. No matter the amount of your ﬁnancial gift, every little bit
helps. We are a non-proﬁt charitable organization.
Please share the following link using email, Facebook, Twitter, or however you
choose to get the word out: gofundme.com/lioness-support-bear-lake-campers.
You can also go to gofundme.com and search for our campaign using “Algonac
Lioness”, “Bear Lake Camp”, or “Algonac Lioness Bear Lake Camp” and look for
the campaign titled “Bear Lake Camp for Special Kids” to donate.
You can also donate a check made out to the Algonac Lioness Lions Club and
mail it to Chris Beck, 8870 Anchor Bay Drive, Algonac, MI 48001.
Thanks for your support,
Christine Beck, President
Algonac Lioness Lions Club

ThumbPrint News has been traveling all over the
world! It has been taken by our faithful readers to
all seven continents, many different countries,
and finally, as of this month, to all 50 states! Only
Arkansas was remaining, and Aimee Marion,
formerly of Leonard, Michigan, helped us
complete our quest. On the right side of the board
is the photo she sent us and what she had to say
about the photo.
This month we are also featuring a photo sent in
by Helen Sefton of Kingston, Michigan, who
traveled with ThumbPrint News to Memphis,
Tennessee. On the left side of the board is the
photo she sent us and what she had to say about
the photo.
If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you
anyplace in the world and would like to share your
picture(s) with our readers, we would love to see
them. Please send your pictures to the email
address ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and
attach a good quality .jpg file of your photo or
photos. We would also appreciate a short
paragraph telling us about the place that you and
ThumbPrint News traveled to.
For those readers who still have photos which you
sent to us and which have not yet been featured,
they will be in 2017, so keep reading ThumbPrint
News – and watch for your photos! We have quite
a backlog right now, but appreciate each and
every photo and be assured that we will
eventually use it.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 if you have bed bugs!

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOUR
PETS HAVE FLEAS?
By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Ridding a home of ﬂeas can be frustrating and costly.
Fleas account for more than half of all dermatological
conditions requiring veterinary assistance; even a single
ﬂea bite can cause an allergic reaction with intense itching and irritation. Here
are some tips on ﬂeas and how to control an infestation:
• Adult ﬂeas spend most of their time on the animal, not in the carpet. They have
an average life of 50 days.
• Adult ﬂeas lay all of their eggs (up to 50 per day) on the pet. However, the eggs
soon fall oﬀ the animal into carpeting, furniture, and wherever else your pet
rests, sleeps or spends most of its time. Flea eggs will hatch in about 10 days
under the right conditions.
• After hatching, ﬂea eggs develop into tiny, worm-like larvae. Larvae remain
hidden deep in carpet ﬁbers, beneath furniture cushions and in other protected
areas. It takes the larvae about 12 days to mature.
• Before becoming adult ﬂeas, the larvae transform into pupae within a silk-like
cocoon. Pupae remain inside the cocoon for two to four weeks, sometimes
up to four to six months. The cocoon is resistant to all insecticides and this is
why some adult ﬂeas are seen for an extended period, even after the home and
pet are treated.
• The adult ﬂeas make up only 5% of the ﬂea population. This means that the
other 95% of the population (eggs, larvae and pupae) are in the animal’s
environment, both indoors and outdoors.
• Therefore, successful ﬂea control must include treating the home, the pet and
occasionally, the yard.
Treatment of your pets must include all pets in the house, even if your cats are
strictly indoors only. Fleas will bite humans, but prefer the dogs and cats in the
environment. There are many diﬀerent products available over the counter and
through your veterinarian. Be careful of over the counter products especially for
cats, as they can be very sensitive to many insecticides. Never use a product labeled
for dogs only on your cat. Many of the products that are dispensed from your
veterinarian kill the adult ﬂeas before they are able to lay eggs, thus stopping the
life cycle. These products should be used for at least three months consecutively.
This will kill the adult ﬂeas that emerge from the resistant pupae stage.
At the same time that your pets are being treated, you should also clean and
treat your house. This process should include:
• Removing all toys, clothing and stored items from ﬂoors, under beds and in
closets is an essential step so that all areas will be accessible for treatment.
• Remove pet food and water dishes, cover ﬁsh tanks and disconnect their aerators.
Wash, dry-clean or throw away all pet bedding.
• Vacuum! – Vacuuming removes many of the eggs, larvae and pupae developing
within the home. Vacuuming also stimulates pre-adult ﬂeas to emerge sooner
from their insecticide-resistant cocoons, thus hastening their contact with
insecticide residues in the carpet. By raising the nap of the carpet, vacuuming
improves the insecticide's penetration down to the base of the carpet ﬁbers
where the developing ﬂeas live. Vacuum thoroughly, especially in areas where
pets rest or sleep. Do not forget to vacuum along edges of rooms and beneath
furniture, cushions, beds and throw rugs. After vacuuming, seal the vacuum
bag in a garbage bag and discard it in an outdoor trash container.
• Other than the person performing the application, people and pets should be out
of the house during treatment. People and pets should also remain oﬀ treated
surfaces until the spray has dried.
• Many diﬀerent products are available for home treatment. The most eﬀective
formulations contain both an adulticide (e.g., permethrin/pyrethrin) eﬀective
against the biting adult stage, and an insect growth regulator (IGR) (methoprene
or pyriproxyfen), necessary to provide long-term suppression of the eggs and
larvae.
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In cases where pets spend most of their time outdoors, it may also be necessary
to treat the yard. Outdoor ﬂea treatment should focus on areas where pets rest,
sleep and run, such as doghouses and kennel areas, under decks, along fences
and next to the foundation. It is seldom necessary to treat the entire yard or open
areas exposed to full sun. Most of these products can be applied with a hose-end
or pump-up sprayer. Long-term suppression of ﬂeas infesting kennels or outdoor
areas can be enhanced with formulations containing an IGR, such as methoprene
or pyriproxyfen.
Fleas can be successfully controlled. Homeowners that do not have the time to
control ﬂeas themselves or who are uncomfortable applying pesticides may wish
to enlist the services of a professional pest control ﬁrm.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital
located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com.
For other pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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The official opening of Foxfire Fixin’s, a redneck fusion cuisine restaurant located at
7200 River Road in Marine City, is slated to take place in the very near future. Many
businesses have a ribbon cutting ceremony on opening day; however, Foxfire Fixin’s
has kickstarted their new venture with a bandana cutting ceremony! A local chamber
of commerce recently contacted the owners to discuss specifics for Foxfire Fixin’s first
day in business, as well as make arrangements for important people in the community
to make an appearance at the event.
Although these types of events are traditionally frequented by individuals, such as
the mayor and committee members, the owners of Foxfire Fixin’s have instead
decided to have the most preeminent community members attend the ceremony, the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. The one-of-a-kind restaurant has been christened with a
flag-raising ceremony performed by a group of the dignitaries of tomorrow – Boy Scout
Troop 223, Cub Scout Pack 222 and Girl Scout Troop 70092, all from Algonac can be
seen representing scouts everywhere. While the owners recognize the extremely
important role the scouting organizations play in our community, they believe that this
should be emphasized more extensively.

Like Us for All the Best Updates!
7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039

foxfirefixins@comcast.net
www.foxfirefixins.com
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on to make it harder to follow. Law enforcement eventually roaring down back roads
began catching on to their tricks, which compelled those while ﬂeeing the police as
rumrunners for their skills.
delivering the beverages to shift their focus.
Following a pause in racing
While the exterior of the vehicles remained the same, the runners began altering
things under the hood in order to achieve higher speeds. Aside from building the during WWII, once the war came to a close, France decided to establish a national
engine to outrun police, another modiﬁcation very common was adding heavy duty championship – the issue many fans had with the so-called national championship
suspension parts in order to avoid drooping from the heavy weight of the moonshine, was it only included local drivers. Due to the controversy surrounding the race,
France created a circuit on the national level in 1946. The following year,
which would be a giveaway that they were carrying a large
while visiting the Daytona Beach Streamline Hotel for a meeting, France
load. Even before prohibition was rescinded, many of the young
became the main stockholder for the National Association for Stock
rumrunners began using their smuggling vehicles for recreation
Car Automobile Racing – NASCAR was incorporated on February 21,
– throughout Prohibition, the task of souping up and racing cars
1948. By the start of the 1949 racing season, all but one track, which
took America by storm. When the 18th Amendment was repealed
was only partially paved, was made of dirt. Not only did Bill France
on December 5, 1933, the bootleggers had an excess of fast cars,
make NASCAR a reality, but he was also responsible for building two
which were no longer needed to supply the speakeasies throughout
of the most well-known tracks in the country – Alabama International
the country. Over the next decade or so, racing cars continuously
Speedway at Talladega and Daytona International Speedway. The very
gained popularity and slowly evolved into a cherished pastime.
In 1934, Bill France and his Talladega International Speedway ﬁrst Daytona 500, which was held in 1959, took judges three days to
family relocated to Daytona Beach, Florida, where determine a winner because the ﬁnish was
France hoped to ﬁnd work as a mechanic. A few so close. The last dirt track race was held at
years later, the town organized its ﬁrst stock car the State Fairgrounds Speedway in North
race, in which France took ﬁfth place. The event Carolina on September 30, 1970 – Richard
was less than proﬁtable for the city, losing a Petty, who was mentored by Bill France,
total of $22,000 throughout the competition. The won the race.
Today NASCAR is one of the most
following year the Elks Racing Club was given the
opportunity to coordinate the race, but once again watched sports in the world, and amazingly
it lost a substantial amount of money and was two things that were never supposed to go
seemingly deemed a failure. After two years of together are responsible for the adrenalin
struggling ﬁnancially to make a proﬁt, Bill France ﬁlled sporting event loved by millions.
stepped in with the help from Charlie Reese, a local
Aerial view of Daytona International
Speedway
restaurant owner. The duo sold 5,000 tickets at 50 Author's note: This story is brought to you
cents each, which earned them $200 to split, after costs. The following month they by Foxﬁre Fixin’s. Stop by our restaurant at
tried the same thing again, but this time charging one dollar for entry. With the same 7200 River Road in Marine City to see our
amount of people showing up for the second race, the team made $2,200 in proﬁt. NASCAR ﬂag collection on display in person.
Many of the best racers, who showed oﬀ on this track, can thank the days they spend

PROHIBITION

Continued from Page 1

DID YOU KNOW NASCAR USES EIGHT
DIFFERENT RACING FLAGS?

If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!
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If you have an event in May that you would like listed in the May issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by April 12, 2017. There is no charge for
the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events
that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - April 1
Tip of the Thumb Dancers, Huron

County Senior Center, 150 Nugent
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 10:30 p.m. Bring finger
foods and friends. Admission $6.
Entertainment provided by Lighthouse
Three. There will be no dance on April
15. For more information call Jerry at
(989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer April 4
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post #16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45
p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6 for
seniors, $4 for ages 7 - 12 (under 7
free). Public welcome. All proceeds
go towards Lapeer District Schools'
Scholarship fund. For more information
email americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer - April 9
Bridal Expo and Wedding
Tasting, American Legion Post #16,

1701 W. Genesee St., 12:00 p.m. ‒ 3:30
p.m. Admission $5. Public welcome.
Bridal gift bags, door prizes, fun
photo booth and cake and catering
samples from local vendors. For more
information call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - April 11
Taco Night, American Legion Post

#16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00 p.m. ‒
7:00 p.m. Public welcome. $2 per taco.
For more information call
(810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - April 23
Sports Card, Nascar, Die Cast and
Toy Show, American Legion Post #16,
1701 W. Genesee St., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00
p.m. Free admission. Concession stand
onsite. 8 ft. tables are $25. Donations
accepted and will be given to St. Judes

Hospital and the needy families in the
area. Make checks payable to Doug
King, 9349 Golfcrest Cr., Davison, MI
48423. For more information call
Doug at (810) 654-0417.

Lapeer - April 23
Star Salute Dinner Show Tribute
to James Taylor, Elks Lodge #2567,

200 Nepessing St., doors open at
6:00 p.m.; show begins at 7:00 p.m.
Cash bar. Tickets $30 or table of 8
for $200 (includes buffet and show).
Reservations only. Call (810) 441-9075
to make reservations or for more
information.

Lapeer - April 30
Fundraiser for Hydrocephalus,

Elks Lodge #2567, 200 E. Nepessing
St., doors open at 5:00 p.m.; spaghetti
dinner at 6:00 p.m. Continuous
entertainment provided by Angie
Raulerson Country Band. Raffles and
50/50. Tickets $10. To RSVP or for
more information call (810) 441-9075.

Macomb

New Baltimore - April 2
Flea Market/Vendor/Craft Show,

VFW Hall, 35011 23 Mile Rd., 9:00 a.m.
‒ 2:00 p.m. No admission charge to
shop. 8 ft. tables can be rented for only
$10 each. For more information call
Michelle at (586) 746-6242 or Kay
at (810) 388-0908.

Richmond - April 4
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial
Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
For more information call Diana
at (810) 392-5136.

Memphis - April 6, 13, 20 & 27
Jam Night, Memphis Youth Center,

34758 Pratt Rd., 6:00 p.m. ‒ ? All
musicians of any age are welcome to
come and join other musicians to start

a band or to join in playing with others.
Bring your instruments and talent.
Some equipment will be available to
use, but feel free to bring your guitars,
amps, drums and any instrument you
wish to play. For more information call
Dave at (810) 488-1294.

Memphis - April 12
55 and Up Night Out, Memphis

Youth Center/Lions Hall, 34758 Pratt
Rd., 4:00 p.m. ‒ ? Play cards, games,
socialize - and enjoy a meal with
friends. For more information call
Dave at (810) 488-1294.

Romeo - April 15
Starkweather Arts Council
Monthly Concert, Romeo Masonic

Temple, 231 N. Main St., 7:30 p.m.
Admission $10, $8 for Starkweather
members. The Kenny Parker Band will
be featured for an evening of serious
blues music. Proceeds from this event
go to support Starkweather and the
Romeo Masons. For more information
call (586) 752-5700 or (586) 337-1132.

Richmond - April 20 - 22
St. Augustine Rummage Sale, St.

Augustine Parish Hall, 68035 Main St.,
9:00 a.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. on Thursday and
Friday; 9:00 a.m. ‒ noon on Saturday.
Bag sale, Saturday only. Sponsored by
the St. Augustine Altar Sodality. For
more information call Kathy at
(586) 727-3666 or Rosemary
at (810) 543-0402.

Chesterfield - April 25
Gone With the Wind Program,

Chesterfield Township Library,
50560 Patricia St., 2:00 p.m. Free, but
registration is requested. Presented
by Kathleen Marcaccio in honor of
her mother, Barbara Young, who
introduced her to this novel. For more
information call Kathleen at
(248) 854-6163.

Oakland

Rochester Hills - April 6, 13, 20 & 27
Coffee, Cake & True Islam,
Masjid Mahmood-Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community Center, 1730 W. Auburn
Rd., 7:00 p.m. Completely free! Ask
questions, get answers and learn. For
more information call (248) 677-1316
or email tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

April 2017

St. Clair

Capac - April 4, 6, 11, 13,
18, 20, 25 & 27
Indoor Senior Pickelball, Capac

Elementary School Cafeteria, 351 W.
Kempf Ct., 4:00 p.m. Every Tuesday
and Thursday through May 23 - will
be cancelled if school is closed.
Sponsored by Council on Aging and
Conrad Community Center. For more
information call
(810) 987-8811.

Kimball - April 5, 12, 19 & 26
Marysville K of C #9526 Bingo,

McGivney Banquet Center, 4521
Ravenswood Rd., 6:20 p.m. For more
information call Matt at
(810) 364-6800.

Casco Township - April 7 & 14
All-You-Can-Eat Fish Dinner, Perch
Point Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner
Rd., 5:00 p.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m. $10 includes
fish, green beans, baked potato,
roll and dessert. Cash bar. For more
information call (810) 765-4965.

St. Clair - April 7 & 14
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet, American

Legion Post #382, 1322 Clinton Ave.,
4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. on April 7, 3:00
p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. on April 14. $10 adults,
$5 kids 5 - 12, under 5 free. Menu on
April 7 includes lightly breaded Alaskan
pollock, baked Alaskan pollock, deep
fried shrimp, French fries, buttered
and parsley red skinned potatoes,
coleslaw, garden salad, rolls, assorted
homemade desserts, ice cream, coffee
and tea. Menu on April 14 will be the
same, except no baked fish, but we will
have frog legs. For more information
call (810) 329-2871.

Yale - April 7
Knights of Columbus Council
#8710 Fish Fry Dinners, Fr. Larry

Dunn Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 310
N. Main St., 12:00 p.m. ‒ 1:00 p.m.
and 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Adults $12,
ages 6 - 12 $6, ages 5 and under free.
Carryouts $12. For more information
call (810) 387-9800.

Algonac - April 8
Algonac Community Flea Market,
Algonac VFW, 3901 Pointe Tremble
Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m. Table rentals

April 2017

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!

are $15. For more information or for
table rental, call Michelle at
(810) 278-3902.

East China - April 8
Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch with
the Easter Bunny, St. John River
District Hospital lobby, 4100 River
Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 12:00 p.m. Reserve
early (by March 31); limited space. To
reserve a spot or for more information
call (810) 329-8924.

Fort Gratiot - April 8
"Let's Eat Right and Get Fit" Craft
and Vendor Show, Lakeshore
Presbyterian Church, 5235 Lakeshore
Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. For more
information call Susan at
(810) 404-2275.

Port Huron - April 12
A Sudden Light - An Evening
with Author Garth Stein, Blue

Water Convention Center, 500 Thomas
Edison Pkwy., doors open at 5:45 p.m.,
program from 6:30 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m.
In honor of National Library Week
and our 100th anniversary year, the St.
Clair County Library System is pleased
to present Garth Stein, the author of
New York Times' best-seller, The Art of
Racing in the Rain. He will be doing a
presentation, Q & A, and book signing.
Free, but seating is limited, so please
register ahead of time by calling
(810) 987-7323 or visit the website
sccl.lib.mi.us/EventInfo.aspx?id=20360.

Algonac - April 15
Thank a Vet Bowling Fundraiser,

Colony Bowl, 4962 Pointe Tremble Rd.,
registration at 6:00 p.m.; bowling at
6:30 p.m. Bowl three games, 9 pin "no
tap". $25 per person includes bowling,
door prize tickets, 2 mystery games,
rental shoes and ball. 50/50 raffle
tickets extra. Sponsored by Boat4vets.
com. For more information or to make
a donation call (586) 716-9254.

Ira Township - April 20, 21 & 22
Anchor Bay Performing Arts
Center Production of "Into the

Woods", 6319 County Line Rd.,
7:15 p.m. each evening. For more
information email Ethan at
eg216@gmail.com.
St. Clair - April 21
Dinner, with Takeout Available,

4470 S. Sandusky Rd., Peck, MI 48466

HNSTON’S
JOMeat Company
To Order
Fresh Meats Cut
& Marinades
Sauces, Spices

JMC

www.johnstonsmeat.com

810-378-5455

American Legion Post 382, 1322
Clinton Ave., 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m.
$11 for adults, $6 for kids ages 5 - 12,
under 5 free. Includes 1/2 rotisserie
chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy,
glazed carrots, homemade coleslaw,
rolls, assorted homemade desserts,
ice cream, coffee and tea. For more
information call (810) 329-2871.

Casco Township - April 22
Perch Dinner, Perch Point

Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner
Rd., 5:00 p.m. ‒ 12:00 a.m. All-youcan-eat perch, open bar, DJ, raffles
and dancing. $30 per person to
benefit Water Warriors and Perch
Point Conservation Club. For more
information call Harry at
(810) 278-5630 or Don at
(586) 738-5038.

Port Huron - April 22
"April Showers Bring May
Flowers" Craft and Vendor Show,
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1517 10th
St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. For
more information call Susan
at (810) 404-2275.

Port Huron - April 22
Scrapbooking and Quilting 12Hour Fundraiser for the Port
Huron Northern Band, St. Mary's
Parish, 1505 Balentine, 9:00 a.m.
‒ 9:00 p.m. To register or for
more information email
phnbandscrap@gmail.com.

Kimball - April 23
New Life Christian Academy
Open House for Prospective
Students and Families, 5517

Griswold Rd., 2:00 p.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m.
Families are encouraged to visit
the school. Teachers and office
staff will be available to answer

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar
ar
Celebrating 181 Years!
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Summer Beverage Tasting
Wine Tasting
Seasoning Sampling
Salad Sampling
Dip Sampling
Hourly Prize Drawings

Grand Winner Gift Basket

your questions about class sizes,
curriculum, textbooks, extra-curricular
opportunities and financial questions.
Classes are offered for students
preschool through twelfth grade. For
more information call (810) 367-3770
ext. 100 or visit www.nlcaschool.com.

Port Huron - April 26
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115

Sixth St., 7:30 p.m. The program will
be "Show and Tell Your Genealogy
Research". So, bring those records,
albums, whatever you have compiled
and share with the group. New ideas
will be sure to abound. Anyone
interested in researching family history
is welcome to attend our meetings.
For more information visit http://www.
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/
or call (317) 600-7813.

Port Huron - April 28 & 29
The Performing Arts Department
of New Life Christian Academy
Presents: Roald Dahl's Willy
Wonka, Port Huron High School

Performing Arts Center, 2215 Court
St. Showtimes are at 7:00 p.m. on
Friday and 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on
Saturday. $14 tickets, general seating.
Call (810) 367-3770 ext. 100 to purchase
tickets or for more information.

Casco Township - April 29
Perch Point Flea Market, 7930

Meisner Rd. All items welcome; table
rental $10. For more information
call (810) 765-4966.

Hospitality House, Inc., Blue Water
Convention Center, 500 Thomas Edison
Pkwy., 5:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Proceeds
from this event will allow HHH to
provide free lodging directly across
from both hospitals and Karmanos
Cancer Institute in Port Huron for the
families of hospitalized patients, as
well as those undergoing outpatient
treatment or needing a place to
stay for the night before a medical
procedure. Tickets are $40 or $300
for a table of 8, and can be purchased
by sending a check to HHH at 1010
Lincoln Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.
Reservations must be made and paid
for by April 14, 2017. Sponsorship
opportunities are available.
For more information call
Tracy at (810) 937-2079.

Sanilac

Sandusky - April 8 & 22
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
‒ 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome; bring
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends.
Admission $6 for members, $7 for
guests. $10 membership per year. On
April 8, entertainment will be provided
by The Natural Tones (TNT) and by
Lighthouse Three on April 22. For
more information call Leola at
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at
(810) 404-4250.

Tuscola

Millington - April 1
2017 Season Opening of
Millington-Arbela Historical
Museum, 8534 State St. Starting this

High School, 5200 Taft Rd., 12:00
p.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Doors open at 10:30
a.m.; grand entry at noon. Open to
the public. Free admission. Powwow
dancing, American Indian crafts and
food sale. For more information call
Susan at (586) 725-0284 ext. 1425.

weekend, we will be open every Friday
and Saturday from 1:00 p.m. ‒ 4:00
p.m. Come on in and visit; the
coffee will be on. Free admission
(free coffee and tea too). For more
information call (989) 871-5508
and leave a message or email
millingtonarbelahistoricalsociety@
hotmail.com.

Port Huron - April 29
"Hope Blooms" 5th Annual
Fundraising Dinner for Hunter

No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.

Clay Township - April 29
American Indian Festival, Algonac

Wayne
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May I Have This Dance?
By David Gillis, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Here I am, stuck in the as creative thinking or divisive invention.
‘50s again. In a couple Oh, well!
of previous columns I
I think it was at the Lion’s Club that I
focused on dancing in the was introduced to bop, which you usually
mid-1950s, or the middle did separately from your partner. It was
ages as I now identify much like swing, but seemed to have more
that period of my life. As somewhat of an toe and heel tapping, and you didn’t hold
introvert during my adolescence, if it had hands. Maybe that’s what was wrong with
not been for dancing, I’m not sure what it.
my life would have been like.
As I became older and now had a car, I
Some of my research for this essay was told there were new female faces in
involved asking teens about dancing and the next town, so I changed my Saturday
where they go to do it. One replied, “What night dance destination. Yes, Marine
do you mean?” That kind of answered my City was only eight miles away and it
question because I was thinking about oﬀered dances at the old Jeﬀerson Street
all the opportunities I had for a place to gym and later the Lion’s Club. What an
dance. Times have changed and maybe opportunity and a renewed focus on my
that’s good, or possibly not.
favorite objective – girls.
While growing up in Algonac, it seemed
I was thoroughly convinced that in
we never lacked a venue for dancing. this new city of hope there were girls
Certainly there were the annual proms, anxiously awaiting my appearance. I
homecoming balls and after game dances. learned quickly that was not the case, but
The school was a place to go. But it was it was there that I learned the Stroll, the
those other places that became regular Cha Cha, and improved my allegiance to
destinations used as an energy outlet and the all-important slow dance.
for relationship building during those teen
I’m thankful that my paternal
years.
grandmother felt it necessary to teach
Before having an automobile, I could me how to slow dance when I was fairly
walk to the VFW hall at the south end young. More correctly, she provided
of town each Saturday evening. There a instruction on how, as she explained, a
disc-jockey (DJ today) would provide an gentleman should hold his partner.
evening with the music of the day from
Slow dancing was diﬀerent then. As she
his collection of 45 RPM records. It was explained, dance partners actually faced
there that I began to learn swing dancing, each other with the boy’s right hand at
mostly from watching. Of course, there his partner’s waist and the other held out
were other motivations from the television to support her hand. She placed her right
show American Bandstand with Dick hand on his extended hand and her left
Clark and the more local Swing Time with hand on his shoulder. That didn’t make
Robin Seymour on the Canadian CKLW- much sense until I got older and realized
TV.
this made it easier to bring each other
Swing dancing seemed to be popular closer together and place my cheek against
throughout the ‘50s. It was really like hers. Wow, thanks Grandma!
the jitterbug that evolved from the ‘40s.
Now, why would I write this last
It is probably one of the few dances born paragraph when the average reader is
in that period that is still practiced today. already aware? Well, as I have learned,
Possibly, that’s because some of us still are again from research with today’s teens,
able to remember it, even if our arthritis slow dancing among adolescents today
prevents us from doing it.
may look a little diﬀerent.
When sponsored dances
Often the dancers are not facing
at the VFW hall were
each other and we old-timers
discontinued, they were
may consider the placement
oﬀered at the Algonac Lion’s
of hands awkward. Surely the
Club. We had the same type
swaying to the music is also
music, now with a mix of
diﬀerent and not proper for
rock-a-billy played on those
an explanation in ThumbPrint
45 RPM disks provided by a
News.
disc-jockey from local radio
I guess I’ll remain stuck in
station WDOG. It was here
the ‘50s. It was a gentler time
that I discovered if you announced
when dancing was a musical
that it was your birthday, you would and even romantic pastime, when boy
receive a record as a gift. And, if you met girl and moved to that last dance of
spaced the announcements properly, you the night. Yeah, you remember that it was
could get away with it twice each year. I’m always a slow dance. Again, Grandma,
not sure whether you would classify that I’m so grateful for your instructions.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

ALL-SEASON
SPIDER
& WASP
CONTROL
CALL NOW

to set up your
treatment today!

Treats up to
32 different insects!

$10

OFF
for new
customers

ABC Home & Commercial Services

SPIDER/WASP
or MOSQUITO
TREATMENT *

Call (877) 794-5678

To Set Up an
Appointment Today
ASK ABOUT OUR
GROUP DISCOUNT!
*some restrictions apply
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3

Easter
4

Happy

On this day
in 1917, the
U.S. Senate votes
90-6 to enter World
War I on the Allied
side.

On this day
in 1938, a
seeing eye dog is
used for the first
time.

On this day
in 858, St.
Nicholas I begins his
reign as Catholic
Pope.

On this day
in 1348, the
first English order
of knighthood is
founded.

On this day in
1838, the
Wilkes’ expedition
to the South Pole
sets sail.

On this day
in 1524,
present-day New
York Harbor is
discovered by
Giovanni da
Verrazzano.

On this day
in 1854, San
Salvador is
destroyed by an
earthquake.

On this day
in 1790, the
U.S. patent system
is established.

On this day
in 1968,
murdered civil rights
leader,
Martin
Luther
King Jr.,
is buried.

On this day
in 1862,
slavery is abolished
in Washington, D.C.

On this day
in 1792, the
United States
authorizes the minting of
the $10 Eagle, $5
half-Eagle and $2.50
quarter-Eagle gold coins,
as well as the silver
dollar, dollar, quarter,
dime and half-dime.

9

16

23

30

10

17

24

11

On this day
in 1961, folk
singer Bob Dylan
performs in New
York City for the first
time, opening for
John Lee Hooker.

18

25

5

On this day in
1843, Queen
Victoria proclaims
Hong Kong a British
crown colony.

12

On this day
in 1861, Fort
Sumter is shelled by
the Confederacy,
starting America’s
Civil War.

19

On this day
in 1971,
Russia launches its
first Salyut space
station.

26

On this day
in 1564,
William Shakespeare
is
baptized.

6

On this day
in 1937,
Merle Haggard,
American country
musician, is born.

13

On this day
in 1960, the
first navigational
satellite is launched
into Earth’s orbit.

20

On this day
in 1861,
Robert E. Lee
resigns from the
U.S. Army.

27

On this day
in 1978,
the Afghanistan
revolution begins.

7

On this day in
1945, the
Japanese battleship
Yamato, the world’s
Yamato,
largest battleship, is
sunk during the
Battle for Okinawa.

14

On this day
in 1894,
Thomas Edison’s
kinetoscope is
shown to the public
for the first time.

21

On this day
in 1862,
Congress
establishes the
U.S. Mint.

28

On this day
in 1932,
a yellow fever
vaccine for humans
is announced.

1

On this day
in 1976,
Steve Wozniak and
Steve Jobs begin
Apple Computer in
the garage of Jobs’
parents’ house in
Cupertino, California.

8

On this day
in 1952,
President Truman
orders the seizure of
U.S. steel mills to
prevent a strike.

15

On this day
in 1755,
English
lexicographer Dr.
Samuel Johnson
publishes his
Dictionary of the
English Language.
Language

22

On this day
in 1954,
the Senate
Army-McCarthy
hearings begin. They
are broadcast on
television.

29

On this day
in 1913,
Gideon Sundback of
Hoboken, New
Jersey, patents the
all-purpose zipper.

On this day
in 1933,
Willie
Nelson,
country
singer,
is
born.

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

Flexsteel Sofa

1298

$

1998

$
Flexsteel Leather
Reclining Sofa

Compare at $3399

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture resistant cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.
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4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

FINANCING

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

OPEN 7 DAYS:
Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

