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I have lived all of my 30+
years in Michigan, no more than
one and a half hours away from
the Thumb, so I was more than a
little surprised to recently learn
the tale of Forester's famous
ghost. Growing up, my family
traveled to the Thumb every
summer, visiting Lexington, Port Sanilac and Port Austin.
Perhaps Miss Quay's fate was told to me as a child, but if so,
it is completely gone from my memory.
A short while back over lunch with a friend, who once
resided in Carsonville (nine miles southeast of Forester), she
referenced the legend of Minnie Quay. After I confessed
to having no idea who or what she was talking about, she
gave me a brief rundown of the story. I was completely
intrigued. As soon as I got home that day, I began searching
for more information and spent a considerable amount of time
reading everything I could find. It turns out that she is one of
Michigan's most famous ghosts!
Along the shore of Lake Huron in the Thumb of Michigan,
just north of Port Sanilac and south of Harbor Beach,
lies the small town of Forester. Today this unincorporated
summer tourist town offers a multitude of outdoor activities
and beautiful scenery. Families head to Forester and the
surrounding area to camp, kayak, hike, swim and boat, as well
as to take in the gorgeous views along the beach.
First settled in 1849, like most of the towns in the Thumb of
Michigan, Forester began with a few intrepid pioneers building
a sawmill, gradually growing into a bustling, prosperous
lumbering community, cutting and shipping lumber to ports
throughout the Great Lakes. However, this quiet little town's
main claim to fame is steeped in the tragic ending of a teenage

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

girl, Mary Jane "Minnie" Quay, who resided in Forester in the
mid-to-late 1800s. Known to all the residents, in all its many
variations, this ghost story is frequently told to any visitors to
the area.
Minnie was born
in May of 1861, to
James and Mary
Ann Quay, who
had
moved
to
the settlement of
Forester, Michigan,
in 1852, from New
York. The couple
made their living
running a tavern
they built, with the
Quay family home, photo courtesy of
name Quay Tavern
the Minnie Quay Facebook page
inscribed above the
door. By the time Minnie was born, the town was in full
swing with not only the tavern, but a general store, a post
office, a hotel, etc., all catering to the community's main
source of income: the lumbering industry. The waterfront was
dominated by four long warehouses, as well as a 950' long
pier (whose pilings have stood for over 150 years and are still
visible today) for loading and unloading the many ships. The
waterfront was also a daily gathering place for many of the
townspeople who were eager to hear the news from around
the Great Lakes.
With ships, of course, come sailors, who would often
spend time in town while their ships were being loaded.
The townsfolk of Forester did not hold the sailors in very
high regard, as is evidenced in the tale of Minnie and her
scandalous relationship with one.
See MINNIE QUAY Page 12

Whether your space is large or small, our unique system eliminates the stress, mess and high prices of traditional bath remodels.

Within Your Budget
Schedule a Free Bathroom Remodeling Estimate Today

Mobility Remodelers, LLC 1-810-385-1700
1222 Water St., Port Huron, MI 48060 luxurybath.com
Flexible Financing • Limited Lifetime Warranty
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Storms I Have Known (aka) "Mother Nature Always Wins"
The rain pounded off the metal
roof of the barn-like structure as this
thunderous applause threatened to rip
apart its tenuous top and proposed to
leave us who were in the bowel below
drenched from the wrath of this storm.
So it seemed as the many golfers
were scurrying to this supposed safe
haven as the full scourge of the storm
passed over the golf course on this
ominous blackened-skied afternoon.
The storm gathered its fury in a hurry
and was fast-paced as now the banging
on the roof turned to a shattering sound
as grape-sized hail made its presence
known.
Suddenly, lightning appeared and
thunder roared like dynamite blasting
away in the atmosphere some miles
away.
Forty men, who earlier were
hammering a ball with a stick in a game
of fun, now sat feverishly huddled in
some fear the sky was
falling and serious injury
was ensuing.
As I sat silently, soaked
and saturated, dripping
with nature's moisture
and my own fearful tears
of sweat, I pondered those
other moments in my life
when the wrath of nature's
storms nearly did me in
at least to the point of
exhaustion and beyond.
As a Scout in a previous
lifetime, I lived through
a tornado having ripped
through our campsite,
passing within a half-mile

By Bob Jones, ThumbPrint News Columnist
of our water-soaked tents, made more
so by the fact we had pitched our tents
in a valley, causing a flood of water to
soak us in the process.
Then one ominous Friday evening
in June, some years after the previous
tornado ripped through our scouting,
another twister came calling.
I actually watched that one, if ever so
briefly, from my aunt and uncle's front
living room, as the twister approached
the house rapidly; it was just a mile
away when I took cover in their
basement. The sound, a deafening roar,
like a hundred freight trains colliding
in mid-air, caused us all to shake in
fear that this turbulence of nature's
wrath would surely cause our demise.
We ended up safe, but the following
day when traveling to other parts of the
community, there were several homes
torn off their foundations, and several
dozen people had lost their lives.
The fury of Mother
Nature was again
victorious.
Summer
storms
around the lakes
seem to bring out the
most violent types of
severe weather.
There was another
time when my uncle
and I were finishing
a round of golf
near our cottage, a
tornado-like storm
rushed
through
our area with the
accompanying crash
of
thunder
and

streaks of lightning cascading across
the darkening skies.
We raced back to the cottage where
we found the pontoon boat off its
moorings, coasting out into open water
and the waves pounding relentlessly
onto the shoreline. While Grandma
was hiding in the bathroom, the other
ladies were scurrying about closing
windows, clearing the beachfront of
chairs and umbrellas and hanging onto
the tow rope attached to the pontoon
boat.
Again, we ended up safe and secure;
yet Mother Nature showed us who
the real boss is in the climatological
showdown.
Presently, my golf partner nudged
me and proclaimed, "The storm seems
to have subsided, let's go back to our
hole to resume play."
This storm, while mild in comparison
with many, again reminded me to
respect the way in which Mother Nature
plays with our own human nature.
While throughout much of the spring
and summer seasons we experience
bright sunlight, mild temperatures and
temperate weather conditions, there
are times when she scalds us and sends
us scampering for cover while she
performs her dangerous dances in the
heavens.
Mother Nature will always have
her way. It is our prudent response
to be cautious and prepared for these
occasional outbursts of ill-tempered
wrath.
Editorial note: Bob Jones is a resident of
Washington Township.

"Our second mother, Nature,
is as important as the first mother who gave birth
to us."
– Unknown
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Great Pricing • On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

9 GOLD 9
9 SILVER 9
9 PLATINUM 9
9 S U P P L I ES 9
9 45 DEALER TABLES 9

Saturday, May 7
Fort Gratiot Location

9 WORLD CURRENCY 9
9 US CURRENCY 9
9 WORLD COINS 9
9 US COINS 9

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year, and announced in our
January 2023 issue!

BUY SELL TRADE
IF YOU NEED ANY MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THOMAS
810-299-0022 OR EMAIL BLUEWATERCOINSANDRESALE@GMAIL.COM

For our April contest, we asked our readers to identify who
is being pictured to the right. Of the readers submitting the
correct answer, Diane Hinkley of Sterling Heights, Michigan,
was randomly chosen as April’s winner. Diane identified that
this famous April-born singer was a young Marvin Gaye.

(Did anyone catch that his birthday was featured in the What
Happen on This Day calendar on page 21 of last month’s issue?)

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP
Preferred Provider
for

Blue Cross
Blue Shield,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN
and others

FREEPIK.COM

Page 4

Here are some facts about the American singer/songwriter, Marvin Gaye:
• Marvin Gaye had a four-octave vocal range.
• He added the ‘e’ to the end of his name before his first single was
released; partially to emulate singer Sam Cooke, partly to dispel rumors
of homosexuality, as well as to distance himself from his abusive father,
Marvin Gay Sr.
• At 17 years old, after being kicked out of his home multiple times,
Marvin dropped out of high school and joined the U.S. Air Force. Shortly
afterward, he was issued a “General Discharge” because he had trouble
following orders.
• Prior to creating his own hits for Motown Records, Gaye spent time as a
drummer for The Supremes, Stevie Wonder, The Marvelettes and more.
• After the death of his singing partner Tammi Terrell, Gaye fell into a
deep depression and claimed he would never sing with another person or
on stage ever again.
• During this hiatus from music, Gaye decided to explore other interests,
including professional football. He set out to become a wide receiver for
the Detroit Lions, but Coach Joe Schmidt wouldn’t let him try out for
fear of Gaye getting injured.
• Later that same year, Gaye released the song “What’s Going On” and
went on to release much more music.
• Gaye was killed on the eve of his 45th birthday, shot by his father after he
intervened during an argument between his
parents.
For our May contest, we are asking our readers
to identify what and where this building, pictured
to the left, is. Go to www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.
Good Luck!
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CAN EXERCISING
IMPROVE YOUR
HEARING?

According to data from the World Health Organization, hearing loss
affects about 5% of the global population – hundreds of millions of people.
Medical interventions to improve hearing through surgery or other means
are often expensive and come with their own risks. In some regions of the
world, more advanced hearing treatments are not even an option.
Naturally, many individuals experiencing hearing loss turn to more
affordable, accessible treatment possibilities, including exercise. But
does exercise really work to boost hearing? The short answer is: yes.
Exercising regularly can absolutely improve your hearing. Read on to
discover more about how exercises optimize hearing.

EXERCISE IMPROVES BLOOD FLOW
TO THE BRAIN AND EARS

at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!

Annual Appointment Checkup
May 1 - 31, 2022
Medical professionals report it is important for people age
50 and over to have their hearing evaluated annually.
That’s why we are sponsoring a FREE Hearing
Screening May 1 - 31, 2022, to assess
your hearing health.
In addition, we use state-of-the-art Video Otoscope
technology to inspect the inside of your ear canal.
This procedure is quick and comfortable.
As your dedicated hearing
care partner, Beltone will:
A Video Otoscope exam may reveal
such common problems as:
• Excessive wax build-up
• Damage to the eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in the middle ear
• Other conditions
The entire evaluation is free, and you
are under no obligation.

EXERCISE IMPROVES AGE-RELATED HEARING LOSS

• Take the time to get to know you.
• Guarantee a lifetime of dedicated
hearing care partnership.
• Recommend tailored hearing
solutions to best suit your lifestyle.
• Offer cutting-edge hearing devices
developed with award-winning
technology.

Call today. You will be glad you did.

At the most basic level, exercise may improve hearing by increasing
the volume of oxygen-rich blood flowing into and out of the brain. For
example, there is evidence that impaired blood flow to the cochlea (in the
inner ear) might contribute to hearing loss, in some cases.
Most people do not appreciate the critical importance of maintaining
optimal blood flow throughout the body, to all organs and tissues, as part
of an anti-aging protocol. Tissues, including the brain, process hearing
in the temporal lobe's primary auditory cortex through the parietal and
frontal lobes of the cerebral cortex.
Indeed, not all hearing loss is related to issues with blood flow, but
ensuring you are pumping plenty of oxygenated blood through your body
only has upsides for your hearing health as well as your overall health.
Age-related hearing loss, or AHL, is one of the most common features of
the "normal" aging process. However, the evidence from clinical research
shows that "long-term exercise delays the progression of AHL by reducing
the age-related loss of striatal capillaries associated with inflammation."
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$1
Expires May 31, 2022

$1000* GIFT CARD!

EXERCISE, HEARING AND INFLAMMATION

Chronic inflammation causes many severe and debilitating diseases,
ranging from cancer to heart disease. The hearing function is no
exception. Researchers in one study from Korea, for example, identified
a 40% increase in hearing loss risk in individuals with rheumatoid arthritis,
an inflammatory autoimmune disease that attacks the joints.
Therefore, minimizing systemic inflammation is a must – not just for
hearing loss, but for good overall health. Reduce inflammation by including
more whole foods in your diet, by limiting stress through meditation or
other relaxation techniques, and, of course, by getting a hearty dose of
moderate or high-intensity exercise daily.
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate
about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit
their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at
one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

BAD AXE • CARO • FORT GRATIOT • LAPEER
HARBOR BEACH • MARINE CITY • SANDUSKY
BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Imagine hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount
taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.
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Blue Water Area Humane Society

May 2022

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

3-DAY EVENT!
We’ve got household and
kitchen items, glassware,
knick knacks, toys, books,
collectibles, pictures,
patio furniture, garden
supplies, sports equipment,
craft supplies, 4th of July
decorations, bicycles,
linens, comforters
and much, much more!

Friday, May 13
10:00AM — 4:00PM

Saturday, May 14
10:00AM — 4:00PM

Sunday, May 15
10:00AM — 3:00PM

Come by; you’re sure to find
something perfect for you!

NAR’s annual Profile report of Home Sellers, as always, provided some interesting
information. NAR reported:

Tenure in homes dropped to the lowest level in 11 years

Historically, sellers sold every 6-7 years. In the years following the Great Recession,
that tenure increased to sellers moving every 9-10 years. Tenure in 2021 dropped to
just 8 years. It is the largest one-year change in housing tenure in the data set.

Proximity to friends and family is the number one motivator for
repeat buyers and sellers to move

The top reason to sell or buy a home was to be closer to friends and family – nothing
can replace the support system of family and friends, especially during this time.

A close second reason is the need for more space

Much focus was placed on the need for an extra room for a home office and a
bigger yard, particularly during the pandemic, when so many worked from home
and spent so much time at their houses during this period.

Homes are selling quickly with fewer sellers offering incentives

4100 Griswold Road
Port Huron Twp., MI 48060

Between Range Rd. & Michigan Ave.

810-794-7906

National Association of Realtors®
2021 Profile of Home Buyers*

Still Accepting
Tax-Deductible Donations!

For most sellers in 2021, their homes likely sold quickly with a very short time on the
market. With low housing inventory, homes sold (accepted a purchase agreement) at
an all-time low of just one week compared to three weeks the prior year. Additionally,
compared to the prior year, only 26% of sellers offered home buyers incentives (assistance
with closing costs, home warranty policies, etc.) compared to 46% the prior year.

The typical seller received the asking price of their house

Home sellers typically received 100% of their list price for the homes they sold.
This is the highest median percent since the data series started in 2002. 35% of
sellers received more than asking price. Among sellers who sold in under one week,
43% received more than asking price.

Sellers want the expertise of an agent to sell their house

90% of sellers used an agent to sell their home. This is an increase from 89%
the prior year, and near an all-time high. In comparison, just 7% of sellers sold
via for-sale-by-owner (FSBO) and less than 1% sold via an iBuyer service. Sellers
most wanted their agent to price the home competitively, help market the home to
potential buyers and sell within a specific timeframe.

MARKET MATTERS

Our spring residential real estate marketing season is
underway. We are seeing increased activity with more houses
coming on the market and going quickly under contract. There
continues to be a reduced supply of available houses on the
market and we are experiencing a Sellers’ market at all price points.
In 2022 thus far, we have seen increasing inflation in virtually all market
sectors. While there are varied predictions as to whether the rate of inflation will
peak soon, we expect the rate to be increased for some time to come.
Since the beginning of the year, mortgage interest rates have trended up at
a higher-than-anticipated pace. Given the current rate of inflation and actions
being taken by the Federal Reserve, this rising trend is expected to continue. In
April, 30-year fixed mortgage rates rose to the mid-to-high 4% range for those
with the most favorable credit profiles.
Editorial note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland
Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are
affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach
Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com

“Mother is a verb. It’s something you do. Not just who you are.”
			
– Dorothy Canfield Fisher
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794-5678 if you're going batty!
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DINOSAURS & MARBLES
By Rita MacDonald, ThumbPrint News Columnist
French fries on the floor of the back seat, mud tracked up the stairs on the
light gray carpet, crumbs under the kitchen table, handprints on the freshly
Windex’d front door…
When we’re young moms, we’re certain we’ll never, ever miss these things.
Last week, my dear friend Edna called laughing, excited to tell me about
her Saturday morning doing house chores. While vacuuming under the living
room couch, she came across her great grandson’s toy
dinosaur – a reminder of his recent visit. She was laughing
HYSTERICALLY!
Just a little while after our conversation, I felt as though
I too, should probably vacuum under my couch, and
lo and behold – three marbles came rolling out from a
game Owen, Lyla and I played when they visited me a few
months ago.
Let’s face it. We really DON’T miss the crumbs, the mud
or the French fries on the floor. And we really don’t want
to step on a marble OR a dinosaur… But we sure do miss
those times, don’t we?
I FaceTimed my grands today while they swam in a pool
down in Florida. I watched as Holly, my exhausted daughter-in-law, supervised
Lyla and Owen splashing around giggling, making memories they’ll cherish 30
years from now. When I hung up, I wished I could squeeze Holly and tell her how
much she’s going to miss these days. Why? Why must they go by so fast?
Dear little ones, we know you can’t slow time down, but while you grow,
would you be so kind as to leave the gift of a few treasures under
the couch, for one day long from now when your mom will
need to remember how much she cherishes you and the
time you belonged just to her? Maybe just a dinosaur or
a marble or two?
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 for safe wildlife removal!

Mother

“Life doesn’t come with a manual, it comes with a
– Unknown

Page 9

”

Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

GETTING READY TO MOV E?

Did you know May is National Moving Month? Whether you are moving
down the street or across the country, moving can be time-consuming and
stressful. Finding the right people to help move your belongings is a big step
in ensuring the process go smoothly.
No matter where you are moving, doing your research and hiring a
trustworthy moving company is so important for your peace of mind. Make
sure you read reviews, get more than one quote and that you understand the
company’s policies if they were to damage or misplace any of your items.
Scammers can also be lurking with fake moving services, that may either
take a deposit and disappear or may even come and steal your items. That’s
why it’s so important to do your research ahead of time. Before working with
any company, search for them on bbb.org and ask for referrals from friends
and family. And while this may sound obvious, make sure to check out those
referrals before committing to any mover.
Here are some tips about different moving scams that Better Business
Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula has been made
aware of.
• Fly-by-night movers: Movers show up in an unmarked rental truck, rather
than a clearly marked company-owned fleet truck and take off with your
possessions. Only when you have arrived at your new residence do you
discover your things didn’t make the journey with you. Most professional
movers wear uniforms, undergo background checks and will provide an order
number for tracking purposes.
• Holding your belongings hostage: The move seems to be going smoothly
until you arrive at your new home and the movers demand more money before
releasing your things from storage.
• Conniving contractors: Movers who try to gain the trust of clients and
persuade them that there is no need for a written contract. If something goes
wrong during the move, the contractor denies all responsibility, leaving you
on the hook for costs and damages. Or the contractor demands more money,
claiming the higher price was verbally agreed to before moving.
How can you avoid scams like the ones mentioned above? BBB has more tips!
• Do your research. Check out bbb.org for reputable moving companies. The
American Moving and Storage Association (AMSA) also identifies movers that
have pledged to uphold high standards of trust and to resolve complaints quickly.
Many movers that are BBB Accredited Businesses are also AMSA ProMovers.
Note the length of time a company has been in business and read reviews from
previous customers.
• Verify the mover's claims, credentials and professional memberships. Scammers
and fly-by-night operators won't be able to substantiate a good reputation. Ask for
proof of licenses, insurance, etc.
• Get it in writing. Get three written estimates from different movers based on visits
to your home. Though most professional movers do give quotes over the phone, it’s
still a good idea to get written documentation of all the services you are receiving. If
an estimate seems too good to be true, it likely is. If at any point the services change,
whether on your part or the part of the professional, ensure that these changes are
documented and understood by both parties.
• Talk about the money. Find out how and when payment is required. Many
companies require up to a 10% deposit to secure your moving date and require
payment before your belongings are delivered. Find out what your payment options
are and what method of payment is available. Let your bank know that you are in
the process of relocating in the event they notice increased or unusual charges on
your credit card.

•

Prepare for damage. Even though trustworthy movers are trained to handle your
belongings and your home with care, it is difficult to move an entire household
without at least some damage. Be sure to inquire about inadmissible and nonprotected items, such as hazardous materials, jewelry, currency and others.
Determine what is covered under your homeowners’ insurance policy and what is/
is not covered under your replacement valuation protection. If you are arranging for
other workers to be in and out of your home, consider documenting the conditions
before and after access, in the event any property damage takes place.
• Protect your possessions. Make sure that your mover provides full-value protection
insurance for any lost or damaged possessions. Note that insurance is by the pound,
so expensive items, such as a flat-panel television, may need additional replacement
cost coverage in case they are damaged in transit. Find out what your household
insurance will and won't cover during a move.
• Take your valuables with you. Cash, coins, jewelry, photographs and important
papers should be taken with you or shipped separately using a shipping service with
tracking numbers and insurance.
To find a trustworthy moving company in your area, visit bbb.org. And
should you come across a fraudulent moving company, please report it to
bbb.org/scamtracker.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula,
which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes
ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business
accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs.
Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org.
Melanie Duquesnel

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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YOUR BEST CHOICE
IN ORTHOPEDICS.
Whether it’s your knee bugging you when
you do a little “too much,” or you know it’s
time to consider a joint replacement, the
orthopedic experts at McLaren Port Huron
offer expert care that’s close to home.
With a full range of nonsurgical and surgical
orthopedic services, our team will get you back
in action quickly with innovative treatments for:
•
•
•
•
•

knee, hip and shoulder pain
back and neck injuries and pain
sports and orthopedic injuries
osteoarthritis
torn rotator cuff

Find out how a McLaren
orthopedic surgeon can
do what’s best for you.
Visit mclaren.org/MPHOrtho
to learn more.

May 2022
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Log Cabin Quilt
By Theresa Nielsen,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

While standing in my kitchen preparing dinner not too long ago, I was reminded
of one of my mother’s favorite sayings, “A watched pot never boils.” I whispered
to no one, “I know, Mom. Like you always said, there were several things a person
could be doing while waiting.” So, there I was with the dishcloth in my hand. I
dried and put away the dishes, and then I wiped down the front of the countertop.
A droopy vine caught my eye, so I filled the watering can and took care of the
plants on the windowsill in my kitchen.
Much to my surprise, I discovered tiny new buds were forming on one of my
orchids. It is a joy to see new growth on one of them, but new buds, well that is
simply amazing. Since this particular orchid hadn’t bloomed in over two years,
I was really excited. I also saw new growth on my little African violets that I
propagated from just one leaf.
Still waiting on the water to boil, I quickly prepared a salad for two, set the table
and turned on the oven. I stood there looking out the window at the gorgeous blue
sky. The days are starting to get warmer, I long to get outside in the garden, to
play in the dirt. But like the pot of water, it’s too early. Until then, I will continue
my inside hobby of working on the quilts. As a quilter, I often take on unfinished
projects for friends who don’t sew but want a quilt finished that their mother or
grandmother started. A few years back, a friend game me a very large bag of fabric
with lots of unfinished quilt pieces. I was asked to do what I
could with the fabric inside. There were no rules and no
expectations, 'just use your imagination'.
The sound of boiling water pulled me away from the
window, but even as I poured in the macaroni my mind
was on those quilts from that bag of fabric from my friend.
There was a crib-sized quilt with a giraffe in the center;
it needed some embroidery stitches to be completed and
a border. Quick and easy. There were a few blocks of a
log cabin pattern, but not enough to do anything with. I
sorted through the bag and found more of the same colors
that I could use to make at least one more block. I made a
nine-patch block, and with the other blocks, I put together
a table runner. It looked nice after I quilted it.

BUY TICKETS!

794-5678 to remove moles and voles!
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As I stirred the macaroni, got out the milk and cheese, some red pepper flakes
and put together the casserole to bake in the oven, my mind wandered to another
project I completed from that bag. There were several flower blocks, an iris, a
morning glory, and a patch of tulips that were not completed, but I knew with
a few stitches they also would make up a small quilt. After I finished them and
pressed them, they were quite pretty. There were enough scraps of fabric in the
bag to add a few borders for a nice-sized lap quilt. Those quilts all were completed
and delivered to my friend; she was so happy. She knew her mom would be too.
After a bit of baking and reminiscencing, dinner was finally ready. We sat down
to eat the delicious casserole and tasty salad, but throughout the meal I was more
and more restless as I contemplated the problems I was having with the current
quilting project. As soon as I finished eating, I jumped up, eager to get a handle on
this difficult project. The dishes were just going to have to wait! This project has
not been an easy one! I found myself asking “What was I thinking, saying yes to
this job?” more than a couple times during the process.
I’m not sure what my mother would have told me about this dilemma or
quandary, but I was in a predicament, and I needed to fix it. This quilt, when I
received it, was only just started. The pattern was the log cabin style, which is
one of my favorites…or rather, it used to be. I followed the pattern instructions
and began assembling the blocks. After all the blocks were completed, they were
sewn into strips. I’m not a beginner; I’ve been sewing and quilting for a very long
time. This quilt was becoming my worst nightmare, nothing was lining up and it
was huge, colossal even. I laid all the strips out, there were six. This is a quilt that
was started by one person, then passed on to another person who
worked on it temporarily, before it was given to me to complete.
I came up with a plan, I chatted with a dear quilter friend, and I
had to make it work. For the next several days, I cut, I sewed,
I trimmed and cut again, and I may have even cursed once
or twice, but in the end, I had a completed quilt top which is
ready to be squared up and have the binding added.
In life, we all have faced many challenges, I know I have.
This one has been a real test of my skills and abilities as a
quilter. Once I have the binding on, I will deliver it to the
owner who will be giving it as a gift to a family member. Soon
enough I will be able to say I faced the challenge and met the
deadline, it will be just another previous project for me to
think on while wating on another pot of water to boil.

www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108

May 21

June 4

Brass Transit – The Music
Legacy of Chicago

Comedian
Heywood Banks

June 11
1964 – The Beatles

June 17 & 18
Night Train –
The Guns N’ Roses
Experience

June 25
The Prince Experience

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450

May 28
Your Generation

June 10
Red Clay Strays &
Flying Buffaloes

June 30
Satisfaction –
The International
Rolling Stones Show
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MINNIE QUAY, Continued from Page 1
Minnie was at the tender and
impressionable age of just 14 or 15 years
old when one such sailor, who frequently
docked in their small town, caught her
eye. The two began a relationship,
which may or may not have involved
clandestine, unchaperoned meetings,
much to the dismay of the townspeople
and Minnie's parents. Neither Minnie's
mother nor her father wanted their
daughter in a relationship with any
ne'er-do-well sailor and did everything
they could to keep them apart. It is said
that Minnie and her mother had many
loud fights over this relationship that
could be heard throughout the small
community. At one point, her mother
said she'd rather see her daughter dead
than in a relationship with a sailor.
James forbade his daughter from
continuing to see her sailor beau, whose
name seems to have gotten lost over
the years, as no stories you hear or read
make mention of his name.
As a result, Minnie was not able to
say goodbye to him the next time he
left port. Shortly after his ship departed,
word got back to the town of a ship that
had recently sunk in a spring storm,
sadly with no survivors. The news of
sinking ships was all too familiar, as
many ships and lives have been claimed
by Lake Huron and the surrounding
Great Lakes, but Minnie realized that
this particular vessel had been carrying
the love of her life. She knew that he
would never be returning.
After hearing this tragic news, Minnie
sank into a deep depression. She was
unable to cope with this devastating
loss and made a disastrous decision.
On a spring day in April of 1876,
just one month before her birthday,
Minnie's parents took a day trip to Port
Sanilac. They left Minnie in charge
of watching over her younger brother,
James, while they were gone. Shortly
after her parents left, it is said that
Minnie walked down the main road
into town wearing a white dress. She

May 2022
waved to the guests sitting on the porch
of the famous Tanner House (which is
still standing today) as she passed it and
continued walking until she reached the
dock at the end of the road.
Without hesitating, she walked out
to the end of the dock and jumped
into the cold, frigid, merciless water
of Lake Huron, and drowned. The
townspeople ran to the dock, but it was
too late to save Minnie. It is reported
that they spent over an hour sweeping
the icy water with grappling hooks,
eventually retrieving her body from the
lake. Some stories say that her brother
was on the beach that day and saw her
jump. Upon her parents' return, they
learned that their daughter had taken
her own life, leaving them shocked and
shattered. They knew that had they not
been so harsh in their efforts to keep
their daughter and the sailor apart, this
tragedy more-than-likely would never
have happened.
Minnie Quay's headstone, as well
as that of her family, can be found in

the town cemetery. Part of the legend
claims that you must leave a small
token at her grave or she will follow
you and haunt you. Many flowers and
trinkets can be seen at the graveside to
this day.
In the nearly 150 years since her
untimely death, dozens and dozens
of people, residents and visitors of
Forester alike, have reported seeing the
apparition of a young girl. She's been
seen walking up and down the shoreline
in what appears to be a white dress,
crying out in a mournful voice. The
ghost of Minnie haunts
the area, waiting to be
reunited with her lost
love in the same lake
that took both their
lives. Some young
girls have even been
known to say that they
have heard the voice of
Minnie calling to them
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)

If you have the chance to visit the
town of Forester, be sure to keep an eye
out for anything weird or out of place
on the shoreline. You never know what
you might see or catch on your camera!
And if you’re planning to visit her
grave, make sure to take along a small
token to leave behind to appease the
restless spirit of Minnie Quay.
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'Twas in the town of Forester, Along the sandy shore,
The voice of one poor Minnie Quay We'll never hear no more.
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Her soul is sweetly resting For the Judgment Day to come,
When all shall render up accounts, And the Judge pronounce our doom.
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A-pondering on the dreadful scene Which quickly must pass by,
For she had now determined In a watery grave to lie.
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She waved her hand to Forester As if to say good-bye;
Then quickly in Lake Huron her body it did lie.
Before anyone could render help, Could lend a helping hand,
Her spirit it was borne away Unto the Promised Land.
Now sweetly she is resting In a cold and silent grave.
If her parents had not condemned her, This fair one might have been saved.
But again her friends will meet her If by the Savior they are led
To a land that is far better, Where no farewell tears are shed.
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'Twas on the twenty-sixth of April Her parents went away.
Down by the side of Lake Huron This fair one she did stray,
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One day her parents went away And left her all alone,
Alone with her little brother, Until they should return.
Little did they think when they'd return They'd find their daughter dead,
Gone to a land that is far fairer, Where no more tears are shed.
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They said they wished that she was dead, For some young man one day
Went and told an untruthful story About poor Minnie Quay.
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The Ballad of Minnie Quay

This fair maid was only sixteen, She was scarcely in her bloom,
When her parents they got angry And wished her in her tomb.
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The Works
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to come into the water, luring them to
their deaths.
In 2015, a beer company in
Massachusetts bottled a beer called
the Ballad of Minnie Quay, naming it
after an actual ballad that is believed
to have been written over 100 years
ago. The ballad about Minnie's life,
and unfortunate death, has had many
versions over the years as it has
been passed down from generation to
generation, likely having additional
changes with each retelling. It is said
the ballad was sung for the first time
by a man that lived in Port Huron,
Michigan. The lyrics are below. The
beer has since been retired and is no
longer being produced.
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" GUEST "

ANOTHER NAME FOR REFUGEES
AND OTHER UNEXPECTED VISITORS
By Patricia Cosner Kubic,

R
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Foxfire Fixin's is closed to the public every Monday & Tuesday, but
the whole restaurant is available to be rented for special events!

» Space For 100+

» Perfect for Privacy

» Fun Decor & Restrooms

» Indoor & Patio Seating

» Full Bar Optional

» Full Menu Optional

pricing quoted on individual basis
For More Information Call 810-765-9255
Wed - Thur 12 - 9 • Fri - Sat 11 - 10 • Sun 11 - 9
FOXFIRE FIXIN’S IS THE PERFECT PLACE FOR YOUR CELEBRATIONS LIKE
BIRTHDAYS »« HOLIDAY PARTIES »« REUNIONS »« MEETINGS »« EVEN MORE

ThumbPrint News Columnist

If you are like me, every day you worry about
Ukraine. And you might even have trouble falling
asleep. The attack has been going on for months,
but when I see the bombed-out buildings, hospitals,
schools and what feels like a never-ending line of
people trying to escape, it feels like I’ve been worrying for
much longer than a Michigan season.
But, there is something to be grateful for and that is the cumulative
acceptance of refugees by Poland, Romania, Hungry and other
countries including the United States. It is unfathomable to imagine
the situation the Ukrainians would be in if the heroes of those countries
would not accept them. The death toll would be even more crushing.
But the citizens of some of the countries surrounding Ukraine are
not just taking in those tormented families. They are doing something
much more: they are welcoming them. They are standing ready for
them with food, clothes, blankets, shelters and most of all hugs. One
of the interviews I heard about Poland, which is helping the majority
of displaced families, made my heart skip a beat. And, to tell you the
truth, I hope that I never forget this interview. A journalist reported that
the Polish people do not view the forced-out Ukrainians as refugees;
they see them as “guests”.
And, what an example that is for all of us. We’ve all had unexpected
visitors on our porch at one time or another. We’ve had friends and
family members who had an intense fight with their partners and
needed to step away for a week or so. They text us asking for a place
to crash, and we don’t see them as a refugee, we see them as a
person in a difficult situation who needs a haven.
What if we thought of treating everybody who is displaced as a guest
and not as an inconvenience? Of course, the first thing that comes
to my heart is leaving out some food, water and a small shelter for a
stray animal. In a big way, I hope that animal feels welcomed by the
resources next to my garage.
Thankfully, our long-awaited spring is finally here, and with it so
many winged friends. Yes, we might get irritated with the bees, wasps,
caterpillars and birds if they pick our yards to make their summer
home. But, they need a place to stay and more importantly, a place to
thrive. What would those little things experience if we welcomed their
nest instead of reaching for the can of Raid?
I bow down to the Poles and the others that are wholeheartedly
taking in these devastated people – they seem honored to help. You
never hear them complain, or at least I don’t. All you see is them trying
to figure out how to get more resources to help these people feel safe
and welcomed. Because that is what we do when we have a guest,
we do everything we can to make them feel at home and comfortable.
Just think of the love and strength every displaced soul would feel if
our communities reached out during a hard time to help a person, an
animal, and yes even an insect. Once a soul feels welcomed, they feel
secure and that could be all they need to tackle the next day and the
next. Who knows what the impact a humble welcome could have?
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com
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FLUFFY ATE
WHAT?!?!
What to do if your pet
gets into your medication.

By Dr. Elizabeth Gray, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Although there are many medications used in both
animals and people, the effects aren't always the
same. A medication that does one thing for people
does not necessarily do the same for our pets.
Some medications, routinely used by humans,
can actually be harmful to cats and dogs.
According to the AVMA, about one-quarter
of all phone calls to the ASPCA Animal
Poison Control Center (APCC) are about
human medications. Sometimes a dog or cat
will quickly lap up a dropped pill, other times
a curious puppy will chew through medication
bottles, or owners can even unknowingly give
their pets toxic medications, thinking they are
helping.
Here are some of the most common
over-the-counter human medication toxicities:
• Ibuprofen (Advil®, Motrin®) is the most common human medication ingested
by pets. Many brands have a sweet coating that can make them appealing
to pets. This coating also makes it easy for your pet to swallow, meaning a
large amount can be ingested quickly. Ibuprofen can cause stomach ulcers
and kidney failure. Sometimes a pet owner will intentionally give their dog
or cat ibuprofen hoping to relieve pain, not understanding the danger. Always
contact your veterinarian before giving your pet anything they were not
prescribed.
• Acetaminophen (Tylenol®) is a very common pain killer found in most
households. Cats are extremely sensitive to acetaminophen, but dogs can be
affected too. Acetaminophen can cause liver damage. It can also cause damage
to your pet's red blood cells so that the cells are unable to carry oxygen.

Pet Phontgoe
Challe
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Naproxen (Aleve®, Naprosyn®) is an over-the-counter pain reliever. Dogs and
cats are very sensitive to naproxen and even small amounts can cause stomach
ulcers and kidney failure.

What to do if your dog or cat may have been poisoned:
1. Remove your pet from the area and check that breathing is normal
2. Do NOT give any home antidotes or induce vomiting without consulting a vet
or poison helpline
3. Call Pet Poison Helpline at (855) 764-7661 or ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center at (888) 426-4435 (there is a fee)
4. If veterinary attention is necessary, contact your veterinarian or emergency
veterinary clinic immediately
You can keep your pets safe by following simple guidelines:
• keep all medications away from pets unless you are specifically instructed
by a veterinarian to administer
• do not leave pills sitting on the counter or any place a pet can get to them
• do not leave pill bottles within reach of pets –
you'd be surprised how fast your dog can chew
through a pill bottle
• if you're taking medications out of the bottle
and you drop any, pick the pill up immediately
so you know your pet won't be able to eat it
• always contact your veterinarian if your pet has
ingested any medication not prescribed for them
• never give your medication to your pet without first
consulting a veterinarian.
Calling a poison helpline can save valuable time. Minutes can make the difference
for some toxicities. In some cases, this call can save you a trip to the emergency
room, which is much more costly. If induction of vomiting is advised, it should be
done as soon as possible.
Induction of vomiting can be done at home with hydrogen peroxide. Make sure to
keep a fresh bottle in your first aid kit!
Editorial note: Dr. Gray serves the St. Clair County area with In The Pink Mobile Veterinary
Services. She is based out of Goodells, Michigan. To reach out to Dr. Gray, please call
(810) 985-3011 or visit her website at inthepinkpetcare.com.

Thank you, Rochelle, for submitting
these sweet pictures of your furbabies.

SCOTTIE, a 13-year-old
rescue Sheltie, is my shy
guy but he loves everyone.
He is an official
squirrel chaser!

BELLA, a 10-year-old rescue
Yorkie, is my fashion queen
with all her baby onesies she
wears to cover the diaper she
has to wear due to an injury
from a mean person.

LUCIE is a 4-year-old
rescue Sheltie, she loves to
bark and chase birds. She is
confident that one day
she will get one!

you can view our
entire menagerie
at www.bit.ly/tpnpets
sure you type the link
(make
in with all lowercase letters)

JOIN THE FUN! How to submit: *Please submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) of your
pet or another animal posing with our paper to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
Include a few sentences about your picture(s). When your photo(s) appear in the
paper, we will be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please include your
full name and address with your submission. Submissions can also be mailed to:
TPN Travels, 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI 48001.
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
Spring is in full swing! As we start venturing outside more,
there are some animals that are venturing inside, looking for a
safe place to build their summer homes and have their babies.
Have you been hearing noises coming from your attic, wall voids, crawl space
or under your deck, shed or porch? An unsettling scratching, scurrying or
squeaking? It’s very possible some new residents have moved in without your
consent!
This is the time of year when we see more raccoons, opossums, groundhogs
and skunks running around outside, and when we're not looking, they are
sneaking into our homes. Just like us, they all need food and shelter to survive
some place away from predators and a safe place for their babies. Your attic,
wall voids and crawlspaces make excellent safe havens for these critters, but
they are unruly tenants and you can expect some sort of damage, or worse.
These animals are incredibly smart and can find their way into homes
through the smallest and most unlikely of openings. Common entrances are
loose flashing or siding, vents, the openings under eaves and soffits and even
down chimneys.
An effective way to deter animals from taking up residence in your home is to
keep your yard clean. You should do your best to eliminate all obvious sources
of food and shelter. Remove all garbage, debris and wood piles from around
your home and property. If a raccoon, opossum, groundhog or skunk has a
reason to be in your yard, they’ll be more likely to want to set up permanent
lodging. The best way to help prevent this type of home invasion is to seal and
cover any openings on the house with things like hardware cloth, steel wool,
screening, sheet metal, caulk and expandable foam.
However, if you haven't yet had the chance to take these precautions and
find that one or more of these animals has already taken up residence, there is
a good chance some damage has begun. It is their nature to move and to ruin
insulation, chew on wiring and leave droppings everywhere. Aside from that,
they are disease carriers and can transmit those diseases to humans. This is why
caution is needed when trying to remove them from your home.
The most humane way to deal with these critters is to set up a live trap and
relocate the animal. It is also important not to seal up any openings until you
are sure the animal(s) have been removed. Using a live trap will allow you to
safely get them out of the house and relocated to the great outdoors. Once
you are certain they are all out, you can proceed with sealing up any points
of entry you’ve discovered. Remember, if you do use a live trap, it needs to
be checked a couple times a day to see if you’ve caught anything. You do not
want the animal in the cage suffering for days. You also need to be aware of the
possibility of babies! Spring is when these animals are having their offspring.
If you remove the mother from the home without finding the babies, they will
end up dying somewhere inside your home, not only creating an awful stench
but also the need to search out and remove the carcasses.
ABC Home & Commercial Services always uses live traps and performs
humane release. We will not harm or kill the animal(s). Whether you have a
squirrel, opossum, skunk, raccoon or groundhog, etc., ABC wildlife specialists
will know exactly how to handle the situation safely and humanely for all
involved! Once removed, ABC can locate how the animal(s) were getting in
and seal up those areas to prevent other critters from getting inside. If you’ve
heard those unsettling noises, call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
(810) 794-5678 to set up an inspection and get the removal process started.

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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By Michelle Nash
ThumbPrint News Staff

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS FROM

FREEPIK.COM

BURUNDI

The Selfridge Military Air
Museum is seeking partners to fund
a project, that when completed, will
allow public access to the Museum
directly off of Rosso Highway.
Currently, the Museum can only
be accessed by entering Selfridge
Air National Guard Base, which is a
secure military installation. Anyone
without the proper government
identification is required to have
a mandatory security background
check performed, as well as
providing a current and valid U.S.
driver’s license, current vehicle
registration and proof of insurance
before being allowed access to the
Museum.
“We are excited to announce
this initiative to unlock the rich
history of Michigan aviation and
the Michiganders who have served
their State and Nation here for
more than a century,” said retired
Brigadier General Doug “Odie”
Slocum, Museum Board Member.
“This will open the doors to
everyone and showcase our legacy,
promote STEM education, and
provide a community destination
for social gatherings and events
right in the very shadows of
Michigan’s Hometown Air Base.”
To see how you can help, visit
selfridgeairmuseum.org/access or
email media@selfridgeairmuseum.
org with questions and inquiries.
*The Selfridge Military Air Museum
is a private organization located on
Selfridge Air National Guard Base.
It is not a part of the Department of
Defense or any of its components and
it has no governmental status.

DATE AND
BANANA MIX

Thus far with this column, we’ve visited Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay, South
Africa, Romania, Latvia, Wales, Scotland, Norway, Sudan, New Zealand,
Canada, India, Switzerland, France, Ireland and Paraguay. We’re looking
forward to trying new dishes from even more countries around the globe.
We invite all of our readers to submit recipes from any country that
hasn’t yet been shared – whether you’ve made the recipe or you think we
should try it!
Recipes can be submitted to thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document
form. If you have a photo you took of the dish you made, include it as well in
high-quality jpeg format. We’ll be sure to share some of these recipes in future
editions so that we may all take a journey around the world through the recipes
that are shared.
This month, we are traveling to the tiny African
country of Burundi for the easy-to-make, traditional
Date and Banana Mix
cake. In Burundi, it is
usually baked over an
open fire.

Interesting Facts
about Burundi:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Image of the Great Rift Valley

Rural home and
traditional clothing
in Burundi

B urundi, officially the R epublic of B urundi, is a
landlocked country in the G reat R ift Valley w here th e Af r i can Gr eat
Lakes region and Eas t Africa conv erge.It is one of t he f i ve poor est
countries in the w orld.
D es pite being plagued by w ar, v iolence, coups , geno ci de, et c., t he
B urundi people are filled w ith joie de v iv re (joy of l i f e) and al ways
s eem to hav e an infections s mile ready to brighten th e day.
In s iz e, it is only s lightly larger than the s tate of Massachuset t s, but
is home to approx imately 10 million people, making i t t he second
mos t dens ly -populated country in the w orld.
It has 600 s q. miles of natural, untouched fores t w ith t he r est of t he
country being utiliz ed for farming.
There are three clas s es of people, the Tuts i (the elit e r ul i ng cl ass,
16% ), the H utu (middle clas s , 83% ), and the Tw a (Af r i can Pygm i es
– av eraging 4' 11" in height, 1% ).
D ue to the ethnic v iolence erupting randomly and unexpect edl y
betw een the Tuts i and the H utu, the country is cons id er ed unsaf e f or
outs ide v is itors .
Mos t of the foods eaten are plant bas ed w ith only a bout 2% bei ng
meat, mainly chicken, s heep or goat, as cow s are consi der ed sacr ed
by many. Some of the mos t common foods are plant ai ns, m ai ze,
cas s av a, s w eet potatoes , peas , beans , cereals and s p i ces. Foods ar e
generally cooked ov er an open fire.

Author's note: I chose this recipe because it is easy with no complicated technical skills
required, and it is a dessert! The batter is more like that of sweet bread than cake.
The most time-consuming part was chopping the dates because they are incredibly sticky.
It is a dense and slightly crumbly cake with a shortbread flavor that was delicious at room
temperature. I also think that putting some of the cinnamon-sugar mixture in the center
with the bananas and dates might be a win. Everyone who had a piece loved it.

Image of Gitega, the capital of Burundi

My delicious Date and Banana Mix cake

INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

18 tablespoons butter, melted
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
4 cups flour
¼ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder
4 bananas
1½ cup chopped dates
2 tablespoons sugar
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

DIRECTIONS
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Beat 16 tablespoons (220g) of the melted
butter with the sugar, then add the eggs
one at a time with the first egg well
incorporated before adding the second one.
Then add the flour, salt and baking powder
and mix well.
Line an 8" x 8" pan with parchment paper.
Spread half of the batter in the pan. Level
the surface with your fingertips.
Then add the sliced bananas.
Remove pits from dates, chop coarsely and
add to the bananas.
Cover with the remaining half of dough.
Bake for about 30 minutes until
golden brown in an oven preheated to
350°F/180°C.
Remove from the oven and brush the top of
the cake with the remaining 2 tablespoons
of melted butter.
Sprinkle the surface with a mixture of
sugar and cinnamon.

Repeat
n

Chip In

May 22 - 24
June 26 - 28

1

2

8

On this day
in 1993,
16-year-old Keron
Thomas disguises
himself as a
motorman and takes
a New York City
subway train and
2,000 passengers on
a 3-hour ride.

15

Sunburst

Trips, Tours & Cruises
of Port Huron, MI

uses
Sanitized B

3

All Sunburst Trips and Tours
are Completely Escorted
Aboard Newer Luxury
Motorcoaches

4
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July 7

Saganing
Eagles Landing

August 16 - 17
Visit Many True Amish
Shops & Stores And Enjoy A
Scrumptious Amish Meal

5

6

CASINO & HOTEL

July 21

7

On this day
in 1933,
American musician
and songwriter,
James Brown, is born
in Barnwell, South
Carolina.

On this day
in 1869,
the Cincinnati Red
Stockings play their
first official baseball
game, a win against
the Great Western
Base Ball Club, 45-9.

On this day
in 1921,
the perfume Chanel
No. 5 is
released
by fashion
designer
Coco
Chanel.

On this day
in 1840,
the world’s first
adhesive postage
stamp, the Penny
Black, is
first used
in Great
Britain.

On this day
in 1867,
Swedish chemist
Alfred Nobel patents
dynamite in England,
the first of three
patents he would
receive for the
explosive material.

9

On this day
in 1901,
the First Australian
Parliament opens in
Melbourne, though
the first working
session will not be
until May 21.

10

On this day
in 1877,
U.S. President
Rutherford B. Hayes
has the first White
House telephone
installed in the
telegraph room.

11

On this day
in 1751,
the Pennsylvania
Hospital is founded
by Dr. Thomas Bond
and Benjamin
Franklin in
Philadelphia.

12

On this day
in 1941,
Konrad Zuse presents
the Z3, the world’s
first working
programmable, fully
automatic computer,
in Berlin.

13

14

On
16 this

17

On this day
in 2004,
Massachusetts
becomes the first
U.S. state to legalize
same-sex marriage.

18

On this day
in 1897,
Herbert Henry Dow
founds Dow Chemical
in Midland, Michigan.

19

On this day
in 1995,
the world’s youngest
doctor, Balamurali
Ambati, graduates
from Mount Sinai at
the age of 17.

20

On this day
in 1990,
the Hubble Space
Telescope sends its
first photographs
from space.

21

On this day
in 1792,
Mount Unzen, on
Japan’s Shimabara
Peninsula, erupts
creating a tsunami,
killing about 15,000;
Japan’s deadliest
volcanic eruption.

22

On this day
in 1992,
Johnny Carson
appears for the final
time as the host of
The Tonight Show.

23

On this day
in 1911,
the New York Public
Library building on
5th Avenue is
dedicated by
President William
Howard Taft.

24

On this day
in 1978,
American
management
consultant Marilyn
Loden first coins the
term “glass ceiling”
to describe invisible
career barriers for
women.

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

WHAT HAPPENED ON

On this day
On
in 1924,
this
German automobile
day in
manufacturers
1949,
Daimler-Motoren-Ges
Arthur
ellschaft and Benz &
Miller
Cie begin their first
wins
joint venture (later
the Pulitzer Prize for
merge into
Death of a Salesman.
Mercedes-Benz).

On this day
in 1869,
the National Woman
Suffrage Association
forms in New York by
Susan B. Anthony
and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton.

FREEPIK.COM

(810) 985-7151

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY

Play, Eat, Rest

(810) 794-5678 for mosquito treatments!
COMING SOON COMING SOON
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

On this day
in 1453,
Constantinople, the
capital of the Eastern
Roman Empire, falls
to the Turks under
Mehmed II, ending
the Byzantine
Empire.

day in
1985,
Michael
Jordan is
named
NBA Rookie of
the Year.

On this day
in 1987,
the North American
Philips Company
unveils the
compact
disc
video.

On this day
in 2014,
South Korean artist
Psy’s song “Gangnam
Style” becomes the
first video to reach
2 billion views on
YouTube.

On this day
in 1721,
John Copson
becomes
America’s first
insurance agent.

On this day
in 1913, the
U.S. Actors’ Equity
Association forms in
New York City.

On this day
in 1958,
the name of the
brand Velcro is
registered as a
trademark.

On this day
in 1679, the
Habeas Corpus Act
passes in England,
strengthening a
person’s right to
challenge unlawful
arrest and
imprisonment.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY?

On this day
in 1998,
singer and actor
Frank Sinatra dies
at the age of 82.

On this day
in 1936,
Alan Turing submits
“On Computable
Numbers” for
publication, in which
he set out the
theoretical basis for
modern computers.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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By David Gillis,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

As I sat pondering the focus of my
next ThumbPrint News column, my
mind kept returning to a desire to meet
the editorial staff’s search for historical
articles. I enjoy historical commentary,
especially if I can personally relate to it.
I have penned several such articles for
TPN in the past. But realizing that history
really is the study of change over time
concerning all aspects of human society,
I decided to concentrate on modern time
history. For me, that means occurrences
during my lifetime, which for a younger
reader may equate to ancient history. So,
it is from there that I began.
My focus for this
presentation is “laundry
day”. Now, for those
thinking
about
how
exciting this may not be,
read on before deciding to
move to the next article.
For the younger reader,
doing the laundry is a
boring subject. After all,
how much time and effort
does it take to place your
washables in the automatic
washer and go through
the process of selecting the proper load
size, water temperature, material being
washed, correct agitation, spin cycle and
the number of rinses?
Once that process is completed, you
are able to return to scanning your social
media account, reading or watching
television until the washing aspect is
completed. Then you must return to
your washing machine, remove your
laundry and decide to hang it to dry
or place it in the clothes dryer. If you
choose dryer, you’ll then digitally select
the drying time, temperature and various
cycles. Now you can return to your
leisurely pursuit until the drying process
is complete when you must remove the
laundry, fold or hang it, and continue to
other more pleasurable activities. Is that
about it?
From a modern time, historical
perspective, that’s not all it was
several decades ago. For those in my
approximate age grouping, you will
smile as you recall that it was much
more complicated than that. For those a
little younger, you may remember your
parents telling you about what it was
really like and exclaiming how easy

you have it. And, for the much younger
reader, as I continue, you may say, “Are
you kidding?” Or the response may be,
“That’s not real, is it?” Let me continue.
“Laundry day”, in the mid-to-late
1940s and on into the l950s, was not
a single day. It was more of a several
days process depending on the size
of your family and the equipment you
had available to do the job. It normally
began on Monday each week, for
whatever reason I do not know except
that my mother, grandmother, wife
and mother-in-law always started
on Monday. Probably because the
laundry process took so long. Let me
explain my personal historical
remembrances concerning
doing the laundry.

My mother began the washing of our
laundry in a dingy basement early on
Monday morning. Our family grew to
five children within a six-year period
in the 1940s, so you can imagine the
amount of laundry to be washed. For a
few years, I can recall Mom using two
metal washtubs, a washboard and a freestanding wringer with a hand crank. The
process included washing the laundry
in several different loads in one tub,
rinsing them in another, then wringing
the water out of each piece by hand
or with the wringer for heavier items.
Back then, that was the agitation, rinse
and spin cycle, which was done several
times depending on the size of the
week’s laundry. Please understand that
with five children under six years of age,
cloth diapers were being washed weekly
for several years. Certainly, Mom was
more than joyful when we could afford
a new electric washing machine with a
wringer.
The second major step in the laundry
process was to carry the damp washables
to the clothesline in the backyard.

For those who are too young
to remember or the unbeliever,
a clothesline is a rope-like line
or series of lines strung between two
supporting poles. On the lines, you
would place your just-washed laundry
securing each piece with a clothespin.
For our family, there were three lines
stretching about 25 feet to the securing
cross-T poles. Because of the weight,
each line was supported by a wooden
clothes pole in the center.
For this second step in the process, you
must consider that it was accomplished
each week of the year, regardless of the
weather conditions. If it rained, you
would dash to the clothesline to remove
your laundry until it stopped. When the
birds overhead had no concern about the
just washed items and left dropping on
them, the washing process would need
to be redone. In the winter you would
have to contend with snow, ice and very
cold temperatures. Realize that laundry
cannot be secured to a clothesline
while you’re wearing gloves. I can still
remember my mother’s red, chapped
hands during the winter months. Many,
if not all the washed and dried pieces
were frozen when removed from the
clotheslines and needed to be defrosted
in the house.

May 2022
Oh, but we are not done yet!
Remember, and you may be too
young to do so, most clothes in
the late 1940s and into the 1950s
were normally made of cotton.
There were not easy to maintain,
wrinkle-free, permanent-press
and ready-to-wear synthetic
materials. Most
laundered pieces
required ironing,
which was often a
two-day process.
That was done
on a flat ironing board and with an iron
lacking a temperature gauge or steam
function. Almost everything was ironed –
carefully, so you didn’t scorch it because
the iron temperature wasn’t controlled.
When you needed to have moisture on
the piece being ironed to make pressing
easier, you used a sprinkling bottle. That
was, simply, a glass bottle, normally a
reused soda pop container, with a special
cork and metal sprinkler head attached
to the opening. With water in the bottle,
you would sprinkle the cloth lightly and
continue ironing. With a large family,
this process began early in the morning
and continued well into the night.
There is certainly more that can
be added to this modern time history
lesson. Some readers will smile as they
recall, others will assume it is correct
yet not remember, and many will
just scratch their heads in somewhat
disbelief. All the laundry equipment
items mentioned here are still available,
most in memorabilia collectible shops,
although I still see clotheslines in use.
And, for those who are still saying, “You
have to be kidding,” I suggest you ask
your grandmother.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

Sioux camp at Pine Ridge

“I have seen that in
any great undertaking
it is not enough for a
man to depend
simply upon himself.”

Sioux is an alliance
- Shooter, Teton Sioux
of North American
Indian Peoples: Dakota, Nakota and Lakota. The Teton, referred to as the
Western Sioux, spoke Lakota (Thíthuŋwaŋ/dwellers on the prairie) and had
seven divisions. After horses arrived in the 1700s, they became the most
powerful tribe on the Plains by the 1850s.
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794-5678 to protect against stinging insects!
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15 & UP

$

CALL TODAY (810) 794-2300!
Wanted to Buy

May 2022

General

BLAST IN THE PAST

$$ PAYING TOP DOLLAR $$

FOR RECORD
ALBUMS, GAMES,
GAME SYSTEMS
AND TOYS!
10am – 6pm MON – SAT

Located at 28071 Gratiot
in Roseville.
Call (586) 329-8213.
WANTED TO BUY: 1968 Plymouth Barracuda.
Running or not. Any condition. Honda Z50, CT70 or
mopeds. Call Ken at (586) 696-6274.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.
Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text
Steve at (248) 245-7845.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:
Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or
manual. One machine
or entire plant. Lathes,
machining centers,
mills, grinders, etc.
Call (586) 754-9200.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.

MELODIES & MEMORIES

$$$ CASH $$$

LOOKING FOR FREE KITTEN, a small female

that is loving and a homebody. Open to any breed,
but would prefer not to have an all black cat.
Located in Algonac. Call Betty at (810) 671-3687.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC!

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

For Sale
CAR FOR SALE, 2012 Chevrolet Cruz.

New engine, new transmission and many other
new parts. Priced at $7,500.
Call (248) 912-7340 if interested.

SHOP AVON ONLINE

anume.avonrepresentative.com
Join Our Mailing List bit.ly/DiscoverAvon
Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/AvonDirectwithCrystal
Join Avon Today! bit.ly/BeautyGig

★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Complete Clean-Up Service

★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate with experience.

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

Salvaggio & Co. Construction, call (586) 344-4325.

ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL SERVICES – NOW
HIRING: CDL drivers for septic truck. Will train as
needed. 18+ with valid Michigan driver's license.
To learn more call (810) 794-5678.
FOXFIRE FIXIN'S HIRING: kitchen managers,
prep cooks, line cooks and dishwashers. Flexible
hours, full and part-time available and room for
advancement. To set up an in-person interview
please text (810) 614-8040.

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO
sleeps six, low spring rates starting at $1,110
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor,
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168
or visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING

DONE?
Handyman/Painter
with 24 years of
“There is no way
to
be a perfect
mother
experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work
guaranteed
meetgood
your
and a million ways
to
betoa
one.”
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

for records, vintage music t-shirts, music
memorabilia and more. 23013 Gratiot in
Eastpointe. Call (586) 774-8480 or
(586) 918-0585.

“There is no way to be a perfect mother
and a million ways to be a good one.”
~Jill Churchill

★

In-Line Video
Inspection

Serving St. Clair and

Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

Ed Bickley

(586) 725-7107

MEMORIA
L
d ay

FREEPIK.
CO

M

Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

RJL Company LLC
Carpentry & Roofing | Custom Builder

WHAT FURNITURE NEEDS TO
BE REPAIRED AT YOUR HOME?
VETERAN OWNED

Robert Lee 586-531-9631
rjlcompanyllc @gmail.com

rough carpentry • roofing
siding • gutters
additions • polebarns
Lenox, MI 48048

24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

licensed & insured

586-839-1136
KARL TRIMBOLI

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE INSPECTIONS
T H E C H A I R M A N F U R N I T U R E R E PA I R . C O M

2 Great Locations!
Marysville — 782 Huron Boulevard
St. Clair — 301 North 9th Street

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
REGISTER ONLINE FOR OUR

14-Day Free Pass!

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDU
STRIAL

• Aluminum/Vinyl Siding
• Basement & Garages
• Drywall/Plaster
• Kitchen & Bath
• Wallpaper Removal

(586) 229-4267

• Clutter & Cleanup
• Deck Powerwashing & Staining
• Painting Interior/Exterior
• Roofing/Gutters
• Tile & Hardwood Floor Refinishing

| 50 YEARS EXPERIEN
CE
LICENSED & INSURED

A L L A M E R I C A N R E C O N S T R U C T I O N @ YA H O O . C O M


     
      

___ ISSUES FOR $___

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION
Cash Check
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MONTH
YEAR

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates - 24 hr. Service

OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE

810-324-2024

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50

10% OFF

12 MONTHS FOR $30

Mention this
ad to receive

Our Man
Historical Artyic
Make Gre les
Teaching Toatols

MEMORIAL DAY SALE
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MAILED DIRECT
TO YOUR DOOR!

Master Plumber

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

Shawn Miles

Licensed
&Insured

Saturday, June 4
Marysville Park
5K, 10K,
3-mile walk,
1-mile Fun Run

REGISTER NOW: vnabwh.org/river-run

Fast, Friendly, Professional

We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

presents:

COUNTRYSIDE
PLUMBING

Fill out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

Calling all
runners
& walkers!

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

Subscriptions available year-round
for yourself, family and friends!
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

from all over the country! For more
information visit UticaAntiques.com or
call (586) 254-3495.

May 9 & 23 – New Baltimore
St. Clair River Club with
Toastmasters, MacDonald Public

FR

EEPIK.COM

If you have an event in June that you would like listed in the June issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by May 12, 2022. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing
events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize.
Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editorial note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

None submitted this month.

LAPEER

May 21 – Hadley
Clean-Up Day at the Mill, Hadley

Mill Museum, 3633 S. Hadley Rd., 9:00
a.m. – noon. Volunteers! Help prepare
the Hadley Mill Museum for the summer
season. All sorts of cleaning and minor
repair projects, inside and out, need to
be completed to prepare the Mill for a
variety of family-oriented programs this
summer. Please stop by and lend a
hand. No pre-registration is necessary.
The purpose of the Hadley Mill
Museum is to remind our community
of its heritage and what pioneering
forefathers did to make a better world
for their children’s children. Inquiries to
HadleyHistorical@gmail.com.

MACOMB

All Month Long
All of Macomb County
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive, helping

those in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis and Richmond.

May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
New Baltimore
New Baltimore Farmers Market
Now Open! 50976 Washington St.,

between Main and Front Streets,
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. The market will
run every Sunday through October 30.
For more information call
(586) 215-7484 or email
marketmanager@
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com.

May 3 – Richmond
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division Rd., 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. We
are a friendly group of women who
enjoy doing charitable acts for those in
need in the community. We are looking
for new members to help us in our
cause. For questions, please call
(586) 872-3867.

May 4 & 18
All of Macomb County
Confident Communicators
Club Toastmasters Meetings,

via Zoom, 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. CCC
provides a fun, safe and encouraging
setting where members can practice
speaking and try out new techniques.
Register at confident-communicatorsclub-meeting.eventbrite.com.
For more information contact
vpm-1196053@toastmastersclubs.org
or visit the CCC website at
bit.ly/ccctoastmasters.

May 4, 11, 18 & 25 – Memphis
Wednesday Night Bingo, American
Legion 566, 34330 Bordman Rd., 5:30
p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Games begin at 6:30
p.m. and there will be a 15-minute
dinner break at 7:30 p.m. Every week
a small, light dinner is made by the
Auxiliary for a small fee. Concession
of water, pop, candy and chips is
available. This goes on all year, every
Wednesday, with progressive games
that grow until someone wins it all!
For questions call (810) 392-3237.

May 6, 13, 20 & 27 – Memphis
Friday Night Euchre, American

Legion 566, 34330 Bordman Rd., doors
open at 6:15 p.m., games begin at
7:00 p.m. Cost is $10. All are welcome.
Come join the Friday night games!
There will be pop and treats available.
For questions call (810) 392-3237.

May 7 – Shelby Twp.
Model Train & Toy Show, Elite

Indoor Sports, 49771 Oakland Dr.,
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Admission is
$6, children under 12 are free with an
adult. Operating layouts, free children’s
train raffle and free parking. Fun for
the entire family. Show presented
by Macomb Gratiot Valley Model
Engineers, Inc. For more information
call (586) 468-4877.

May 7 & 8 – Shelby Twp.
The Utica Antiques Market,

Knights of Columbus Grounds, 11541
21 Mile Rd., Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m. and Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
$5 admission per day with free parking.
We will have thousands of items under
the canopy and outside with vendors

Library, 36480 Main St., 6:30 p.m.
This meeting is Hybrid, so it can be
attended either in person or through
Zoom. Open to all interested parties.
Toastmasters International is a
nonprofit educational organization that
teaches public speaking and leadership
skills through a worldwide network of
clubs. For more information call Paul
Burger at (734) 837-5807.

May 13, 14 & 15 – Richmond
Songs Through the Decades
– A Musical Revue, Richmond

Community Theatre, 69619 Parker St.,
Friday and Saturday show starts at 8:00
p.m. and Sunday starts at 2:00 p.m.
$15 for adults, seniors and students, $5
for kids 7 and under. For reservations or
more information call (586) 727-9518 or
visit RichmondTheatre.com.

May 19 – Ray Twp.
Adopt-A-Road Clean-Up, meeting

in the parking lot of Ray Township
Public Library, 64255 Wolcott Rd.,
10:00 a.m. – noon. We’ll be cleaning
up our adopted highway down Indian
Trail. All volunteers are welcomed and
appreciated! For more information call
(586) 749-7130.

May 19 – Ray Twp.
Heritage Homes Informational
Meeting, Ray Township Public

Library, 64255 Wolcott Rd., 7:00
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. We’ll be having
a discussion about the Michigan
Heritage Home™ program. This is a
program that recognizes houses that
were constructed at least 100 years
ago and are in substantially original
condition. That designation comes with
a handsome cast-aluminum plaque
that lets everyone know your home
has its own rich heritage and historical
significance. This distinguished plaque,
authorized by the Historical Society
of Michigan, will remind both new and
longtime community members of your
home’s contribution to your shared
heritage. For more information call
(586) 749-7130.

May 19, 20 & 21
New Baltimore
Spring Rummage Sale, St. Mary

Queen of Creation Gym and Parish
Center, 50931 Maria St., 9:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. on Thursday and Friday,
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Special $2 Early Bird Entry available
on Thursday only from 8:30 a.m. –
9:00 a.m. We’ll have clothing, shoes,
purses, housewares, electronics,
toys and more! Don’t miss this sale,
you never know what you’ll find!
For questions call (586) 725-2441.
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May 21 – Shelby
Free Plant Exchange with the
Shelby Gardeners Club, Shadbush
Nature Center, 4101 River Bends
Dr., 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. For more
information call Ivy (586) 873-3782.

OAKLAND

All Month Long – Royal Oak
Royal Oak Founding Families
Homes Exhibit, Royal Oak Historical

Society Museum at the Northwood
Firestation, 1411 W. Webster Rd., open
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. For more
information call (248) 439-1501 or email
curator@royaloakhistoricalsociety.org.

May 6, 13, 20 & 27 – Oxford
Friday Fish Fry, American Legion

Post 108, 130 E. Drahner Rd., noon
– 8:00 p.m. Average cost is $10/
person. We have walleye, cod and
shrimp, combo plates and have carry
out available. Every Friday! Building is
sanitized daily. For more information
call (248) 628-9081.

ST. CLAIR

May 1 – Algonac
Hitchin’ a Ride Presentation,

Maritime Museum, 1117 St. Clair
River Dr., doors open at 2:00 p.m.,
presentation will start at 3:00 p.m. This
event is put together by the AlgonacClay Historical Society. Roger Leievre,
publisher of Know Your Ships, will
be presenting this program showing
images of what life is like on Great
Lakes freighters. He has been lucky
enough to be invited on vessels such
as the Stewart J. Cort, Wilfred Sykes,
Edward L. Ryerson and others, and
he will share his photos with us! $5
admission (donation to the museum)
and books will be on sale at a $5
discount, and Roger will be happy to
autograph them. For more information
call (810) 794-9641.

May 1 & 8 – Marysville
Knights of Columbus #9526
Wednesday Bingo, 1195 Gratiot
Blvd., 6:15 p.m. start time. (Doors
open 2 hours prior.) For more
information call (810) 300-4891.

May 2 – Port Huron
An Evening with Michigan
Notable Author Sarah Zachrich
Jeng, Donald Dodge Auditorium,

200 Grand River, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00
p.m. Join us for an evening with author
Sarah Zachrich Jeng to discuss her
novel The Other Me, a science-fiction
thriller that follows a Chicago artist who
opens a door and finds herself back in
her Michigan hometown married to a
man she barely knows. Realties shift as
she tries to figure out what happened
and how to get back to her old life.
This program is funded in part by the
Library of Michigan and Michigan
Humanities, an affiliate of the National
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
Endowment for the Humanities.
Registration is requested online at
bit.ly/scccl-event. For more information
call (810) 987-7323.

May 2, 9, 16 & 23 – Algoanc
Senior Scrabble, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Join us for
weekly Scrabble games! All levels of
skill welcome. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Area Humane Society, 4100 Griswold
Rd., between Range Rd. and Michigan
Ave. Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. –
4:00 p..m., Sunday 10:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. We've got all sorts of stuff
this year, come by to see what
you can find! For more information
call (810) 794-7906.

May 14 – Algonac
Car Show & Local Artist Exhibit,

May 4 – St. Clair
St. Clair Kennel Club General
Meeting, Drifter's Restaurant and

Lounge, 201 N. Riverside (located in
the southeast corner of north side of
mall, formerly Achatz Restaurant),
7:30 p.m. We meet the first
Wednesday of the month at an area
restaurant. Come to see what we’re all
about! Future dates, times and other
events can be found on our website
stclairkc.org. For more information
email stclairkennelclub@gmail.com.

May 6 – Smiths Creek
All You Can Eat Fish Fry, American
Legion Post 525, 7150 Smiths Creek
Rd., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. First Friday
of every month! Cost is $10 for adults
and $4 for 12 and under. For more
information call Sherwood Frazer at
(810) 367-3244.

May 7 – Fort Gratiot
Kubota Field Event, Jones

Equipment Rental Sales and Service,
4600 24th Ave., noon – 5:00 p.m.
Join us for our annual open house
event! We'll have sale prices, demos,
coupons, food and giveaways! For
more information call (810) 385-6000.

May 7 – Yale
Community Euchre Party,

Maritime Museum, Algonac Waterfront
Park, 1130 St. Clair River Dr., 10:00
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. The Algonac-Clay
Historical Society presents this event
for visitors to come view art and cars!
The society will also be receiving a
percentage of all art sales from the
event. Car owners can register with Dr.
Brady by calling (810) 794-5000. For
more information call (810) 278-4466.

May 17 – St. Clair
Marilyn Zweng Book Club,

Voyager Restaurant, 525 S. Riverside
Ave., noon – 2:30 p.m. Meet us to
discuss the issues of the day through
literature! This event is sponsored by
the Friends of the St. Clair Library.
We’ll be discussing Save Me the Plums
by Ruth Reichl this month. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

May 21 – Algonac
Armed Forces Day Dinner,

Algonac VFW, 1005 Pointe Tremble
Rd., 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (or until
gone). This event is presented by the
VALOR League. Adults $12 minimum
donation, children ages 4 through
10 $8 minimum donation. We’ll have
rolled stuffed pork loin, roast turkey,
mostaccioli, real mashed potatoes,
corn, salad, rolls, dessert, coffee, tea
and soda. For more information call
Kathy at (810) 531-7187.

May 22 – Clyde
Veterans Picnic, Old Clyde Township

May 13, 14 & 15
Port Huron Twp.
Big Charity Yard Sale, Blue Water

May 22 – Marysville
Marysville Coin Show Hosted by
the Marysville Coin Club, Knights

Hall, intersection of Beard Rd. and
Wildcat Rd., 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. This
event, hosted by the Clyde Historical
Society, is a free event for veterans
with a suggested donation of $3 for all
other guests. The Old Township Hall
museum will be open for self-guided
tours with some military displays set up
just for this event. For more information
email ricenmay@hotmail.com.

Club, 1195 Gratiot, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00
p.m. We'll have 45 dealer tables,
supplies, coins and currency from all
over the world and more! We buy, sell
and trade. For more information contact
Thomas at (810) 299-0022 or email
bluewatercoinsandresale@gmail.com.

SANILAC
May 15 – Port Sanilac
Quince de Mayo Home Dinner,

put together by the Sanilac County
Historic Village & Museum, the exact
home address for the dinner will
be emailed to ticket holders upon
purchase. 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Cost
is $60 and are non-refundable. Our
first dinner of the season, from 4:00
p.m. – 5:00 p.m., is hosted at a lovely
Port Sanilac home with a collection of
beautiful art, furniture and decor from all
over Mexico! From there we’ll move to
have an authentic Mexican dinner from
Maria’s Tacos food truck from 5:00 p.m.
– 6:30 p.m. Your ticket includes three
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drink coupons for margaritas and/or
Mexican beer. Margaritas are served in
plastic glasses, but hand-painted, oneof-kind, limited edition glass margarita
glasses will be on sale for just $10
each. For more information call
(810) 622-9946. Tickets can be
purchased online at bit.ly/schvmdinner.

May 28 – Port Sanilac
Loop Harrison Mansion’s
Sesquicentennial Celebration,

Sanilac County Historic Village &
Museum, 228 S. Ridge St., noon –
4:00 p.m. There will be lots going on
at this event and everything is FREE!
We’ll have a live performance by the
Dodworth Saxhorn Band, tours of the
mansion, outdoor architectural tours,
horse and wagon rides sponsored by
Highline Internet, 1800s games for the
kids, a selfie station and more. Guests
are invited to dress in period costumes
to add to the fun! For more information
call (810) 622-9946.

V OCABULARY V OYAGE
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh, how beautiful,’ and
sitting in the shade.” – Rudyard Kipling
allelopathy al·le·lop·a·thy | \ ə-ˈlē-lə-ˌpa-thē

   
    
     
 

dibber dib·ber | \ dĭ-bər

    
      
           
      

nyctinasty nyc·ti·nas·ty | \ nĭk′tĭ-năs′tē

      
   
   
    
           
   

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool, making communication simpler, so we will continue our quest
for unusual words and their meanings. Readers can join in our learning journey by submitting
underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

ORTABL WHEN YOU’VE GOTTA GO, WE’RE THE ONE YOU NEED TO KNOW!
P
C
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Father Larry Dunn Hall, 310 N.
Main St., registration from 6:00 p.m.
– 6:30 p.m., play starts at 7:00 p.m.
Come one, come all! Join us for a
community euchre party, a Sacred
Heart Ladies Auxiliary Fundraiser.
Entry fee is $10, each game of euchre
is 25¢, and we’ll have a 50/50 raffle.
There will be free coffee, and water,
pop and snacks will be available for
purchase. BYOB. For questions call
Debbie at (810) 543-2920.

(810) 794-5678 if you see carpenter bees!

ADA, Standard & Family Size Units! Commercial & Residential
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♦ Contractors ♦ Municipalities
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♦ New Builds
PROFESSIONAL POTTY NEEDS! ♦ Builders
O
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AY • WEEK • M
abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured ♦ Plumbers
♦ Remodels
CALL 810-794-5678 FOR ALL YOUR

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Quinn
Minute

Map Reading

May 2022

By Rix Quinn,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

I'll never forget the day when a counselor called me to her
office to show me my test results.
"Rex," she smiled as she mispronounced my name, "it says
here that you read maps at a fifth-grade level." In school,
that would have been great but I was 27 years old.
To this day, I cannot remember why that company tested my
map skills. The job required only that I file papers alphabetically by subject.
Maybe I can't read maps, but I know every single word to "The Alphabet Song".
There are many things I cannot do, and map-reading ranks near the top. One
teacher advised me to “put yourself into the map, but that only wrinkled the
paper and got peanut butter on several city names.
My wife quit asking me to navigate on car trips. I could always find where
we were starting, and where we needed to go. I just couldn't find the right
roads to get us there.
I would use a pencil to highlight my path from point A to point B, but
I often confused state highways with rivers. This led to some unfortunate
detours, but one good fishing trip.
Another thing that confuses me is topographic maps, the ones with those
little raised mountain ranges. I’m pretty sure those map mountains aren’t
nearly as tall as the real ones.
Many years have passed since my map test. I probably read maps even worse
today.
But my car's GPS keeps me on course. And even better, it talks to me in a
soothing female voice.
One of my friends talked back to that GPS map lady. He should not have done
that. He'll be lost without her
www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector

For more little stories with interesting ideas, subscribe to my short blog, www.quinnminute.com.
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or you can make a suggestion for a new location near you!

Notes from our Readers
I really enjoy reading the historical articles that appear in your newspaper.
Each article has been thoroughly researched for accuracy and authenticity.
You have a great newspaper! Keep up the great work!
– Anonymous TPN Reader
Dear ThumbPrint News Staff and Readers,
I, David E. Brown, an American citizen, am trying to do something
positive in America. My positive action is called "My Unusual Mission
in Life".
My mission is to recognize good or outstanding people and businesses
in my church, neighborhood, community, county, state and country. After
recognizing a good or outstanding person or business, I then write a letter
to them telling them why I think they are outstanding. It is amazing how
much the letter is a picture of their fine qualities. I take the letter to them
and read it, and then I'll give them a copy. Many times I frame the letter
before giving it to them. The response is usually thankful. I have, thus
far, recognized 80 people or businesses in the last three years and will
continue.
Below is an example of the type of letters I write. This one is to Mike
Huckabee, former Governor of Arkansas, Baptist Minister, political
commentator and bassist.
Governor Mike Huckabee,
Mike Huckabee is a kind, caring and intelligent man who loves God
and America. He is always alert to what is going on in America and
explains it on his diversified, informative and entertaining television
show. He knows what is the way to "Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness." His choice of politicians say and have demonstrated in
life the values of our United States Constitution and more. So, let's
stop and thank Mike Huckabee for being a pillar of freedom for all
America. And, yes, a wonderful family man. God loves Mike Huckabee
and has blessed him.
Also blessed,
Dave Brown
My message to everyone: Look for good in the world. You will find it.
It can be a person, business, children playing or simply sunshine on a
flower.
Thank you,
Dave Brown

(810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!
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(May 6 – 13) encompasses a number of specific
Nurse's Days throughout the week; May 6 is National
Nurses Day, May 8 is National Student Nurses Day,
Wednesday, May 11 is School Nurses Day, and
May 12 is International Nurses Day. All are designed
to provide recognition to nurses for their contributions
and commitment to quality health care. It brings
awareness to the importance of nurses in the care, comfort, and well-being
of all of us – especially our children, the aging and those in poor health.
The roots of International Nurses Day go back to 1953, when Dorothy
Sutherland of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
sent a proposal to President Eisenhower to proclaim a "Nurse Day"
in October of the following year. The proclamation was not officially
made. But, the day was born and eventually gained national recognition.
International Nurses Day is celebrated on May 12, because it is the birthday
of Florence Nightingale (b. 1820 in Florence,
Italy) who is known as "The Angel of Crimea" or
the "Lady with the Lamp". Florence Nightingale is
a revolutionary figure in nursing who served as a
manager and trainer of nurses during the Crimean
War (1853-1856), where she organized and cared
for wounded soldiers, increasing and improving
sanitation methods thereby saving countless lives.
This year's theme for International Nurses
Day is Nurses: A Voice to Lead – Invest
in nursing and respect rights to secure
global health, focusing on the need to protect, support and invest in
the nursing profession to strengthen health systems around the world.
In the words of the International Council of Nurses President, Dr. Pamela
Cipriano, “Nurses have suffered tremendously throughout the pandemic. They
have been unnecessarily exposed to the virus, faced attacks from the public,
suffered from extreme workloads and continue to be underpaid and undervalued.
If governments continue to put off investing in the health workforce, it will be
to the detriment of health systems everywhere. There is no health without a
health workforce."
Ways to celebrate: Promote the week, or choose one of the individual
days, throughout your hospital and community by having patients/residents
sign thank you cards and distribute the cards along with gifts, host a "Nurses
Night Out" or recognize nurses for the treasures they are with a pirate-themed
luncheon. Make breakfast, lunch and dinner available for free to your nurses
throughout the week. Thank nurses for "holding things together" with special
gifts related to holding, such as duffle bags, key chains, badge holders, etc. Set
out a large bowl at the nurses' station filled with treats and small gifts. Give
them a gift card for a massage or pedicure. Buy them a pair or two of antifatigue, compression socks. Send a bouquet of cheerful flowers to the nurse's
station at your doctor's office, local hospital or a long-term care facility.
"I attribute my success to this – I never gave nor took any excuse."
– Florence Nightingale

Noises in the Attic?
LET US DO AN INSPECTION NOW!
We can exclude these destructive
pests from your home.

ABC

Home & Commercial
Services
.net

LICENSED & INSURED
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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1098
Compare at $2399

Flexsteel Recliner

2298

$

Compare at $4999

Flexsteel Sofa

2998

$

Compare at $6299

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

3698

$

Compare at $7499

Flexsteel Sofa

Flexsteel Power Leather Reclining Sofa

