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ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

hile a majority of the memorable individuals in the sports world are found on the field, one man was able to become a
household name in Major League Baseball without playing a single professional game.
Ernie Harwell – WJR one of a kind
Ernie Harwell was born on January 25, 1918, in Washington, Georgia. The game
of baseball became the love of his life at a very young age, and when he wasn’t
playing the sport, he was usually listening to play-by-play coverage on the radio.
It wasn’t long before everyone in his town was aware of his love affair with the
game, which prompted a local drug store owner to suggest Harwell announce the
Atlanta Crackers’ game for those in his store. Despite having a speech impediment
as a child that made it difficult to pronounce the letter “s”, his broadcast was a
hit – shortly after, his parents sent him to speech classes to correct the issue. In
1934, Harwell walked into his first MLB stadium while visiting family in Chicago,
unaware at the time that a place like this would consume a majority of his working
life. Following his return home from Illinois, Harwell was able to secure a job
covering baseball in a paper called The Sporting News. At just 16 years old, he
wrote a letter expressing interest in covering Atlanta baseball because it was his
See NOVI Page 8
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Ready for a
Remodel?

By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
or the brave men and women who give Elkow, a Lyon Township veterinarian, used part of his land at
the ultimate sacrifice while serving the corner of 11 Mile and Milford Roads for people to bury
their country, a special spot is reserved their beloved pets. They called it Happy Hunting Grounds Pet
as their final resting place with military Cemetery and they welcomed every type of beloved companion
honors in the cemetery of
to be interred on the
their choosing. While many
property, which included
soldiers are accompanied by
birds, dogs, cats, mice
a four-legged companion with
and even a horse. Over
its own special role to fulfill in
the years, the property
the war effort, places for these
has become home to
canine heroes to be laid to
many prominent animals,
rest are much harder to come
such as Admiral Dewey’s
by. Back in the 1930s, John
parrot that accompanied
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Clay Township, MI 48001

EDITOR

(810) 794-2300

ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers online and is distributed to
prime locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ads in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest
writers, or articles not written by our
staff.
ThumbPrint News can be mailed
directly to your home for as low as
$2.50 an issue! Call (810) 794-2300
to find out how! Or you can check out
ThumbPrintNews.com/Subscribe for
more information.

I recently had the pleasure of spending nine days at my
second home in Florida with one of my sons. We had a great
time fishing, barbecuing and trying out new, quaint little
eateries. We sat in the tiki hut in the evenings and talked
about all sorts of things. We laughed and enjoyed each
other’s company. My feeling that family is so important was
reinforced even more.
However, a few days before we were set to fly back to
Michigan together, I came down with that nasty cough and
chest cold that seemed to plague a large percentage of the
population this winter. I felt like I had been run over by a
truck. I mainly wanted to sleep – and take more DayQuil™ and
NyQuil™. I probably wasn’t the best company the last few days
of my son’s visit.
The last thing I wanted to do was board that airplane and head
back to cold, damp Michigan. I was only going to be in Michigan
a couple of weeks, and then would be returning again with my
husband so my other son and his family could come and visit.
My husband suggested rather than coming back to Michigan
for the two weeks, I stay in Florida and rest up and get feeling
better. It didn’t take much to convince me.
I drove my son to the airport and spent the next couple of
days resting and doing nothing. After a few more days, I could
tell I was on the road to recovery, though the cough hung on
a little longer than I had hoped. I managed enough energy to
clean the house, do the yardwork and stock up the refrigerator
with items that had been depleted during my son’s visit.
That was when it finally hit me. I had nothing I had to do
now and no one that I had to do anything with. I was truly
alone. That is something that doesn’t happen too often either
here in Florida (where one visitor
after another hopes to get away
from the long, cold Michigan
weather and enjoy some Florida
sunshine and warmth) or back
in Michigan, when I am involved
with family activities, working at
the restaurant and editing this
newspaper.
My first thoughts were that I
should be doing something. But
I slowly came to realize that I
didn’t need to be doing anything
but enjoy the solitude.

WILLIAMS
REFRIGERATION & HEATING, INC.

586-758-2020
Call for a free estimate for new equipment

I sat on a chair in the tiki hut in our
backyard and just listened to the sounds
around me. Birds of several varieties
were singing their own unique songs. I
heard a dog barking in the distance. The
wind was blowing just hard enough for
the leaves on the silver palm to make
a rustling noise. The fragrances of
the numerous blooming citrus trees,
flowers and bushes perfumed the air.
Yes, I was truly enjoying doing nothing.
I was visited by a young squirrel who has been gracing me
with her presence for the past two years. I put a few peanuts
out for her every day on the table by which I am sitting and she
will eat in contentment only a few feet away from me.
A new visitor surprised me as well – a small barn owl who,
for a few days, slept contentedly in the rafters of the tiki hut
in daytime and took off, I supposed, on a food-gathering
expedition each night. It made the softest cooing sound each
time that it woke up.
Later, I looked through my hordes of clipped recipes and chose
one that sounded yummy. It was for parmesan pudding (called
sformato in Italian) and I decided to make it. It was a little
time-consuming, but in the end so worth it, and I regrouped to
the tiki hut to enjoy it with a small crostini. Normally, if alone,
I would make a quick sandwich or have a bowl of cereal, but it
was fun splurging on a gourmet bite just for me.
What followed then was a nap in the hammock, with
that sweet, gentle breeze blowing. I needed that solitude. It
regenerated my body and soul.

Loneliness is, like, when you wish someone else was there, and
solitude is when you enjoy being alone. I don' t always wanna
be alone, but I definitely like pockets of solitude to recharge and
come back to myself. I think that 's so important for everyone.
				 – Jonathan Van Ness
I am now feeling better. I am recharged. I learned that
solitude can be wonderful. I am now ready for the next round
of visitors and will enjoy every moment they are here with
renewed energy.
– Diane Kodet

Fast, Friendly Repair and Replacement Furnace and Air Conditioning Specialist

FORGET THE REST – CALL THE BEST
Williams Refrigeration & Heating, Inc.

Service we’re proud of since 1937!

Covering Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties, and now parts of St. Clair County
Receive a

FREE
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OR HUMIDIFIER
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and air conditioning system*
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with manufacturer
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Not ready to replace your
equipment yet?
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Need preventative maintenance on
your heating and cooling equipment?
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*Limited time offer
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Nature’s Eden
Greenhouses
586-749-9118

OPEN 7 DAYS

1 Mile West of Gratiot

Cash or Check

32260 28 Mile Road 9:00 am - 6:30 pm
IMPATIENS, BEGONIAS, PANSIES,
PERENNIALS & HERBS - FLATS $10.75
PETUNIAS, MARIGOLDS, ETC. &
VEGETABLE - FLATS $9.75
SEED GERANIUMS - $1.75 EACH
HANGING BASKETS - $14.00 & UP
WAVE PETUNIAS - 18 CT. FLATS $9.75
SPIKES & ASPARAGUS FERNS - $1.75 EACH
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The Karmanos Cancer
Institute gives you
your best chance to
beat cancer. We offer
the newest and most
exclusive cancerfighting drugs. And our
elite team of cancer
specialists gives you
the support you need
every step of the way.
This world-class level of
cancer care is available
closer to home at
McLaren Port Huron.

46

POOL & SPA Financ
Spring
Tanning
Specials
$

5 OFF

Any Package
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

Reserve your spot for a
SPRING INSTALLATION
of your New Inground Pool!

ing
Available!
Financing
Available!

(810) 385-6063

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

1-800-KARMANOS

KARMANOS.ORG
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So Long, Season!!!

Mother’s Day Buffet

Prime Rib & Ham Carved Just for You!
Salmon, Shrimp, Chicken, Kielbasa &
Sauerkraut & Many More Dishes!

Sunday
May 12

Reservations
Suggested

*FULL MENU ALSO AVAILABLE
*SORRY NO CARRY-OUTS
OR SHARING BUFFET

2399/ADULT
$
1199/KIDS 10 & UNDER
$

May 2019
By Rita MacDonald
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Life is a series of seasons. That's
what I've come to think...
This past winter was exceptionally
cold, exceptionally snowy, and
miserably long. I'm not superstitious,
but I'll admit I was afraid to take my
shovel down to the basement for its
retirement for the few short months
we enjoy summer here in Michigan. I
certainly didn't want to have to bring
it back up the stairs!
There have been seasons in my life too, that have seemed exceptionally cold,
dark, miserable and long. But this week, I've gone without a coat on my long
walks by the lake, and have not been able to miss the tulips, the daffodils and
other perennials blooming. Nor have I been able to miss the sun shining through
the windows of what seems like both sides of my home the past few mornings,
and the birds that are singing have made the sweetest sounds as I struggle to
peel open my eyes.
Today is the last day of my nine-day vacation, and
all signs are pointing to a new season. The snow
shovel is now in the basement, the humidifier retired
until fall, and I'm convinced a long, cold, dark, snowy
season has finally ended. Goodbye snow shovel! You
served me well, but I'm glad to tuck you away!

810-385-9793

6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall
my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall
succeed in the thing for which I sent it."
– Isaiah 55:10-11
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

REMODELING
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WINDOWS / DOORS
SIDING
DECKS
METAL ROOFING
METAL / COPPER WORK

Call 833-8-NOLEAK
For Your FREE Estimate

www.ReasonableRoofing.com

We Finance – Great Rates & Terms!
Residential • Commercial
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Hearing Loss Prevention
and Treatment

for Better Hearing & Speech Month

Contributed by Amber Deegan,

Marketing Director for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Better Hearing and Speech Month was founded in 1927, by the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association, and on May 21, 1986, hearing impaired
President Ronald Reagan designated May as Better Speech and Hearing Month.
May gives us all the opportunity to self-reflect and raise awareness about the
causes and treatments of hearing loss, speech impediments and communication
disorders. These conditions affect everyone. Either we are personally struggling
or someone close to us is, and we owe it our ourselves and our loved ones to seek
treatment for a better quality of life!
Aging and noise exposure or a combination of both are the two most common
causes of hearing loss. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, approximately 40 million Americans have noise-induced hearing
loss. Noise-induced hearing loss is caused by long-term exposure to sounds that
are either too loud or last too long. We can prevent noise-induced hearing loss
by limiting our exposure to loud noises and environments. However, because we
can’t stop the aging process, even if we’d like to, staying in overall great health
and limiting our intake of ototoxic medications will help with the longevity of
our hearing health. The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication
Disorders states that approximately one in three people in the United States
between the ages of 65 and 74 has hearing loss, and nearly half of those older
than 75 have difficulty hearing. When left untreated, hearing loss can lead to
worse problems in the future, so prevention and early treatment is critical!
Some of the best ways to prevent hearing loss are:
• Limit your exposure to loud noises, such as music, machinery, etc.
• Wear protective gear, such as earplugs/earmuffs, when in loud environments.
• Avoid taking ototoxic medicine where hearing loss is a possible side effect.
Some of the best forms of early treatment are:
• Get a thorough hearing examination to evaluate your current status.
• Use assistive medical devices, such as hearing aids, to amplify sounds.
• Continually monitor your hearing health by getting regular checkups.

FIVE DAYS ONLY! May 6-10
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This May let’s make a pledge to first know where we personally stand with our
own hearing health and educate ourselves about the warning signs, condition and
treatment options for hearing loss. Next, let’s reach out to friends and loved ones
that we think might be battling with some degree of hearing loss. If someone
is constantly asking us to repeat ourselves in conversation or they listen to
the TV or radio much louder than normal, these are great indicators that they
may have some degree of hearing loss and could benefit from a comprehensive
hearing exam to diagnose the problem. Lastly, let’s raise awareness in our local
communities by participating and sharing events that support the efforts to shine
light on hearing loss and related conditions, treatments and solutions.
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about
the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website
www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their
35 locations: (810) 356-0559.
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BeltoneSkoricHearing.com
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Trust™ 17 or 9 hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off
of a single instrument. Discount taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.
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By Pamela Grey-Pugliese,
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

CottageLiving
The official Michigan cottage season is here! Our summer holidays are about ready to start. So
much needs to be done around my place, but this doesn’t bother me, as at least I’ll be up at my
little happy place while I do it all.
I really don't want to spend the entire weekend indoors and cleaning, but I try to get a head start
by getting my list in order with dusting at the top. It is time for the lawn furniture to be put out on
the deck and for the ceremony of opening all the windows to allow the fresh spring breeze to blow
throughout the place and breathe life into the four walls.
Even though I tend to be on a mission to get my chores done before I have to turn around and
leave for the trip home, it’s totally okay if I get distracted by a neighbor stopping in to chat and to
catch up with them, or if I just take a sitting break and listen to nature; in fact, I prefer both of those
distractions!
First thing to do outside is a walk around the place and check for any loose siding, shingles or
anything that has been affected from the mighty winds that blow off of Lake Huron. Usually my solar
lights have been victimized from the harsh temperatures and strong winds of a Michigan winter.
Most likely they will need to be replaced for the summer. Motion light batteries are replaced as well.
My American flag is ready to be displayed upon my arrival to the place, as long as it is not tattered
in any way. The hummingbird feeder will be filled and monitored each weekend visit and be ready
for the flurry of summer activity. I did notice a small casualty of the brutal winter temps while up for
a quick visit recently. Just a small pipe in the shower succumbed to the cold temps after surviving
the Michigan winters for seven years now – an easy fix and a small price to pay for owning my little
cottage.
Now we start to notice that delicious smell of freshly cut grass and the earthy spring thaw aroma
– the scents that I have waited for since January! Finally the screen doors can be left open during
the day and the windows open a bit at night. Yes, spring is here, and I for one am a very happy
cottage owner!
It’s time for bonfires and conversations around the fire pit! I am so ready; bring on the hot
weather, fun and outdoor living.
Boating season is here, too! My family has just purchased a boat this spring and we look forward
to fishing, sunning and making great memories! This is what Michigan summers are all about. I
thought it would never get here!
HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY, THUMBPRINT NEWS READERS!
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opinion that there wasn’t enough space contributed to Georgia two proved beneficial when a sponsor of the Tigers wanted a new voice to represent
baseball in the publication. In an attempt to conceal his age, their company. Kell hadn’t forgotten that it was Harwell who got him into the booth
Harwell signed the letter “W. Earnest Harwell” and the paper was so impressed by and recommended Ernie for the job. Although Ernie was
his writing that they asked him to become a consistent contributor.
secure with his position in Baltimore, he was a fan of
Towards the end of his high school career and continuing throughout his time at Detroit and decided to join the team during the 1959
Emory University, Harwell was employed by the Atlanta Constitution in their sports’ postseason. For the next three years, Harwell and
department. Shortly before finishing school, Harwell made a step toward his dream Kell shared airtime on both the radio and television
job after landing a radio station gig at WSB, which allowed him to interview some of until 1963, when Kell stopped radio broadcasting.
the greatest athletes at the time, such as Ty Cobb and Jack Dempsey. After graduating
Harwell began his exclusive work with radio starting
from college in 1940, Harwell married Lulu Tankersley, and together the two went in 1965, and while he worked with a handful of other
on to raise four children. Soon after the country became involved in WWII, Harwell broadcasters, his longest standing partnership began in 1973. Paul Carey and Harwell
joined the Marines and began working for the Marine newspaper Leatherneck. teamed up, splitting the games up in three-inning intervals – for the next 19 seasons
While still serving the following year, Harwell was given the opportunity to cover the duo provided Tigers’ fans with play-by-play commentary. During the postseason,
the play-by-play for the Atlanta Crackers by owner Earl Mann, as long as he donated Harwell was frequently asked to cover All-Star games for NBC, American League
his pay to the Red Cross. Unfortunately, this didn’t last long because some people Championships for CBS and even provided coverage for the World Series in 1963
expressed concerns over letting Marines broadcast baseball games – Ernie was no and 1968. Beginning on August 2, 1981, Harwell started receiving recognition for
longer allowed to cover the games, but Mann told him as soon as he was discharged, his contribution to baseball when he was presented with the Ford Frick Award from
he could have the job back because he was so impressed by him. Harwell served until the National Baseball Hall of Fame. He was just the fifth announcer to ever accept
1946, when he received an honorable discharge, and after returning home, Ernie was the distinction and the only one who was given the award while still alive. During his
once again announcing games for the Atlanta Crackers.
acceptance speech which showcased his modesty, Harwell said, “I know that this is
By 1947, it appeared Harwell would be moving to New York to announce games an award that is supposed to be for my contribution to baseball. But let me say this: I
for the Giants, but because issues arose with a sponsor, the deal fell through. The have given a lot less to baseball than it has given to me. And the greatest gift that I’ve
following season, the Brooklyn Dodgers found themselves in need of a temporary received from baseball is the way that the people in the game have responded to me
broadcaster because Red Barber was set to cover the summer Olympics. Ernie stepped with their warmth and their friendship.” Just three years later, Harwell was fortunate
up to fill the position, and continued on for some time when Barber suffered a bleeding enough to broadcast the Tigers throughout their playoff run, eventually winning the
ulcer and was unable to return to his normal position. The Dodgers wanted to keep 1984 World Series 4-1 over the San Diego Padres, a feat they haven’t been able to
Harwell on their staff permanently, but ran into trouble. He was still under contract repeat since.
with the Crackers, leading the two clubs to start negotiations. In a deal that has never
Ernie continued to work with the Tigers and was loved by baseball fans all over the
been repeated, the Crackers released Harwell for catcher Cliff Dapper – Harwell country, but issues between Harwell and the club started after the 1990 season. While
officially became a member of the Dodgers on August 4, 1948. The following year he was interested in extending his contract for three more years, the Tigers, along with
Harwell took on a new responsibility
the radio station WJR, only wanted
of splitting television broadcasting
him to cover games for one more
with the other two announcers, in
year, after which he would announce
which one man would be on TV,
his retirement. On December 19,
while the others covered the radio.
1990, a press conference was held
The 1950 season brought more
to release the news to the world.
changes for Harwell as he moved
Harwell was quoted as saying, “I
to his new home with the Giants.
wanted to go on longer, but they
During this time he also spent much
decided they didn’t want me to go
of his downtime announcing football
on longer. Bo was very forthright.
games for the Baltimore Colts, and
He told me, ‘We don’t want you to
later for Michigan State. His second
come back.’ I have no bitterness.
year with the Giants marked what
I was surprised when the one-year
Ernie later explained as his “most
deal came up. My health is fine.” Bo
thrilling season of his broadcasting
Schembechler, who was the Tigers’
career”. The Giants were tied with
president and former University of
Tiger Stadium 1961
his previous club, the Dodgers,
Michigan football coach, explained
in a three-game series to decide who would play in the World Series. This would that they believed Harwell was nearing retirement, and to avoid him leaving in the
be the first time in history that a sporting event was broadcast across the nation, middle of a season and having to scramble to find a replacement, it was best to end
and for the deciding game in the series, Harwell got the nod to cover the game for the partnership. The announcement enraged people throughout the state and was a
NBC. This was one of the biggest games in baseball history, with Ernie being given disaster from the start, often referred to as one of the worst public relation decisions
the distinction of being the only announcer to cover the game on television. The ever made in professional sports – his partner Paul Carey announced his retirement
competition ended in exciting fashion with the Giants winning from a walk-off home the same year.
run by Bobby Thomson. Unfortunately, as a result of the times, Ernie’s reporting of
Although Ernie was saddened by the decision, he wasn’t the type to hold grudges
the moment, often referred to as “shots heard ‘round the world” was overshadowed and eventually found work elsewhere. He covered 14 games on the radio for the
by Russ Hodges’ famous announcement, “The Giants win the pennant!” Later in California Angels, as well as the Game of the Week for CBS, but he missed following
life, while accepting one of his many awards, Harwell explained that at that time in the same team all season. The Tigers’ owner Tom Monaghan, who already wasn’t
history, games weren’t recorded for future viewing and that his wife was the only one seen in a very favorable light by the fans, lost what little bit of respect he had left due
who remembered he'd covered that historic moment.
to his decision to let Harwell go. This led to the sale of the ball club, in which the
After the 1953 season commenced, Harwell joined the newly formed Baltimore current owner Mike Ilitch purchased the team in 1992. With Ilitch now in charge of
Orioles and became the teams’ first broadcaster. The Orioles struggled throughout the team, one of his first orders of business was to try and get the beloved announcer
their first few years, as most teams do while they try to build a franchise. In 1957, back. Harwell agreed to return for the 1993 season, intending on retiring after the
Ernie was fortunate to work with the teams’ third baseman George Kell, who was year was over, but he decided to return to television broadcasting for the Tigers in
recovering from getting hit with a baseball. Kell, a former Detroit Tiger, found that 1994, remaining in that position for four years. Following his stint on TV, Ernie
he enjoyed broadcasting with Ernie, and went into broadcasting full-time back with went back to the radio waves for Detroit’s final season at Tigers Stadium before they
the Tigers after retiring from the game. A few years later, the relationship between the moved to Comerica Park. Near the end of the 1990s, Harwell
See NOVI Page 22
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35248 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore, MI 48047
between 1-94 and Jefferson Ave. (the old VG’s grocery store)

BOOK YOUR BUSINESS NOW!
Spaces starting at $100 per weekend.

586-273-7900 newbaltimoretradecenter.com
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Family Owned Since 1952

Sunny Fields Botanical Park Has Michigan's Largest Collection

DESIGNED BY KOTKOA/FREEPIK

Authorized OTICON Provider

of

Lilacs

The third week of May is most often peak blooming time for over 300 lilac bushes at Sunny Fields, Inc. Botanical Park in Emmett Township, Michigan.

You can see all 16 registered genuses in all seven colors (white, violet, blue, lilac, pink, magenta and purple), as well as over 144 varieties of flowering crabapples, 120 varieties of
daffodils and many rare trees, shrubs and perennials while traversing the grassy hiking trails throughout 30 acres of the private park.
The park, located at 5444 Welch Road in Emmett Township, is open Friday through Tuesday, April 1st through October 31st,
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Admission and parking are free, but donations are appreciated. You can choose to hike
around on your own (trail maps available) or arrange a guided tour by calling (810) 387-2765. Environmentalists, conservationists, forestry
and horticultural professionals, as well as garden clubs, school, Scouts and 4H groups and other organizations are welcome and encouraged
to visit by scheduling a group tour. Special events can also be accommodated. (Visitors under 18 must be accompanied by a responsible adult.)
It is the mission of Sunny Fields to promote balanced wildlife stewardship, tranquil recreation and education in horticulture and the
environment. It is also the perfect place for photography and wildlife enthusiasts. There is a small picnic area and you will find benches
sporadically along the trails. An outdoor restroom facility is also available.
Bill Horman is the current executive director and head steward of the park. The idea for the park
was embarked on by Bill in 1962, when his parents, Elmer and Jane Horman, purchased the property
and began converting the acres of grain fields to orchards and gardens. Bill was 18 at the time and
became inspired to build a park to benefit the environment and the community. He began gathering and planting woody ornamentals, as well
as rare and native plants, and has continued this dedication in the 50 years since. "It is my philosophy, and I was raised to believe, that if you
have the ways and the means to make the world a better place, that is what you should do," said Horman.
If you’re looking for a place to spend a day outdoors in a gorgeous setting, grab your hiking shoes, put on some comfortable clothes, pack a
picnic and spend the day strolling along the trails, enjoying nature and the culmination of over five decades worth of hard work put in by Bill,
his staff and occassional volunteers.

please help spread the good news of this unique park to others !
Editor's note: If you are interested in getting your hands dirty and helping out at the park or need more information, please give Bill a call at (810) 387-2765
during the season, April through October, or at (313) 886-9342 during the off-season. Sunny Fields, Inc. is a 501c3 public charity, making your donations
an important part of continuing day-to-day operations. All donationas are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law and will be used to help maintain the
park and keep it open to the public. If you would like to mail a donation, please use the mailing address of P.O. Box 414, Emmett, MI 48022. For information
on how to become a member, visit the website, www.visitsunnyfields.org.
Excerpt from their website: "Bill spent 30 years (1964-1996) as an employee of the City of Detroit Recreation Department, Forestry & Landscape Division,
Floriculture Unit. He worked to grow, maintain and display tropical foliage and flowering plant material from the greenhouses on Belle Isle in Detroit,
Michigan. He became the city’s senior horticulturist, and in 1987, he became a co-founder of the Belle Isle Botanical Society, for which he still volunteers."
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7200 RIVER ROAD, MARINE CITY, MI 48039
(810) 765-9255

WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

7:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
MAKE THEM ONLINE OR CALL
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See more customer comments at facebook.com/FoxfireFixinsRestaurant.
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him on his Spanish-American
War, including their names and tattoo numbers.
flagship, as well as Blizzard,
According to the American Humane Society, each
a sled dog that was part of Admiral Byrd’s first
military canine will save approximately 150 to 200
expedition in Antarctica.
lives throughout its service by detecting otherwise
After the conclusion of WWII, the pet cemetery
undetectable weapons and explosives.
began to expand and following the efforts of local
In 2017, while playing music for patients at the
citizens, work was funded for some improvements.
Veterans Hospital in Detroit, the MWDM was
When residents heard of the great sacrifices that
mentioned to Kenny Lang in passing. After doing
military dogs made during the war, they decided to
some of his own research, Lang found himself
honor the war dogs by installing a 16-ton memorial
thinking about the project frequently. He came up
for the fallen comrades – the project cost was $3,700,
with the idea to write a song honoring the canine
which today would equal over $50,000. A short time
veterans, but he found the term War Dog too harsh
later, the first military burial was held for Sergeant
for his song. “I went to bed one night and woke up in
Sparks’ Doberman pinscher, who served on four different
the middle of the night and it hit me ‘four-legged hero’, so I
islands as a messenger. Sadly, after surviving numerous
had to run to my music room and write it down before I lost
battles and returning home with his handler, his dog was
it,” Lang said. “My German shepherd Emmylou, who was
poisoned outside his home just a year after the monument
named after Emmylou Harris, of course (an American singer,
was unveiled. At the request of his owner, the K9, who was
songwriter and musician), was my inspiration for the song.”
part of the 2nd Marine Raider Battalion 1st Marine Raider
Kenny wasted no time before writing the song honoring
Regiment, surviving battles in Guadalcanal, Guam, Okinawa
the fallen K9s and going into the studio
and Bougainville, was laid to rest at the base of the shrine.
to record it. “Shortly after I finished
Canines have long held a place in war efforts – during
the song, I emailed it to Phil Weitlauf
WWI they were referred to as Ambulance Dogs, which were
(who is the president of the MWDM)
trained to find wounded soldiers. By the time the United
and he called me back five minutes later
States became involved in WWII, the military dogs’ roles
saying he and his wife Barbara loved
expanded to include delivering messages, scouting, tracking
it,” Lang said. “They just happened to
AMVETS War Dog Cemetery
and sentry. During the Vietnam War, dogs were used to detect both (both photos contributed by Jane Purslow) be dedicating the Vietnam K9 Memorial Wall
booby traps and explosive devices, which the military said saved approximately 10,000 soon and asked me to perform it at the event.” Lang paid for all
lives just during the engagement in Vietnam. They continued to serve a similar role of the production costs for the song and 1,600 copies, which he
while troops were deployed in Iraq, and when the SEAL Team killed Osama Bin Laden, donated to the foundation to sell. He continues to sell the single, Kenny Lang playing
at Foxfire Fixins
military dogs were used to patrol and search the area for IEDs and other dangers.
“Four Legged Hero”, for $3 a piece, donating all of the money to the
Burials on this site continued into the 1970s, but following the death of John Elkow, MWDM. Kenny Lang, who has been entertaining crowds for 50 years, continues to
no one was left to maintain the property – as years passed, the once beautiful pet play more than 400 shows a year throughout southeast Michigan – if you’re interested
cemetery that now contained the remains of more than 2,100 animals, was forgotten and in seeing Lang perform or would like to get a copy of the song “Four Legged Hero”,
left to return to nature. It wasn’t until 2010, when be sure to visit Foxfire Fixin’s Restaurant at 7200 River Road in Marine City, where he
Phil Weitlauf and his beloved German shepherd plays every Friday night (www.foxfirefixins.com).
Cody heard of the site and decided to see it for
With the effort of the Michigan War Dog Memorial volunteers, every four-legged
themselves. What they found was years of neglect, veteran receives a full military service burial, escorted by eight German shepherds
with very few items poking out through the knee- with full color guard and bagpipers. Instead of a 21-gun salute, the escorts pay their
high grass. Lombardo Homes owned the plot of respects by all letting out a howl to honor their fallen comrade. Included in the service
land by this time, but agreed to gift the site to Lyon is the presentation of a flag to the dog’s owner or handler and an engraved headstone is
Township and soon work began to return the site to provided, all at no cost to the owner. Today the organization has more plans for the site,
its former glory. “That’s when we decided to form which include turning the area into a park-like setting with landscaping, walkways and
a detail in the attempt to clean up this hallowed ground fencing to deter vandals. They have also been working to erect additional memorials
and bring it back to its former grandeur,” Weitlauf said. for other wars military dogs served in, including the Korean, Afghanistan and Iraq
“As a member of the American legion and American Wars, as well as a monument for the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office K9s.
Veterans (AMVETS) I put out a call to my fellow
“As of today, we have held interments for 18 K9 heroes with full honors and we
veterans and K9 supporters and set a date to start continue improving the site with support from many individuals and corporations,”
the cleanup mission. On that day, over 55 volunteers Weitlauf said. “Our mission statement from the beginning was to develop a park setting
showed up and the
and maintain that setting and we will stay on course.”
AMVETS Dog Cemetery
cleaning process started.”
Pre-Clean-up (both photos
Editor’s note: If you’re interested in more information on the Michigan
contributed by Jane Purslow) The site was dedicated
War Dog Memorial or would like to donate please visit www.mwdm.org.
in November of 2011, and the following year the
You can visit Kenny Lang’s website at www.kennylangsongs.com.
non-profit organization The Michigan War Dog
Memorial Incorporated was created.
Due to federal laws and restrictions, veteran
canines are not allowed to be buried in national
cemeteries. With only a little more than 35 war
AMVETS MWDM K9
dog memorials throughout the country and nowhere Vietnam Wall Installation
for police canines to be laid to rest, the newly formed
(contributed by
Jane Purslow)
organization wanted to honor those heroes as well.
Pito, a War Dog, is laid to rest at the MWDM after spending multiple years on
security for the Andrews Air Force Base, secret service detail for the president
and vice president, as well as being deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. With
the $40,000 raised by the non-profit, a massive black granite wall was
K9 Vietnam Wall (contributed by Jane Purslow)
erected at the site to honor the 4,234 military dogs deployed in the Vietnam

WAR DOG
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NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS

ALGONAC

FOR ADVERTI

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

586-804-8042

810-650-4783

UV Systems
Excavations
Pump Services

Repairs
Sewer Cleaning
Property Management

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
MOTHER’S

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions
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Order Your PROM Flowers Early!

Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens • Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

All residential wiring

★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

No job too small!

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!
Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899
FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

★

FORT GRATIOT
4600 24th Ave.
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Tel: 810-385-6000
Fax: 810-385-1667

MARYSVILLE
1777 Busha Hwy.
Marysville, MI 48040
Tel: 810-364-6400
Fax: 810-364-1370

www.jones-equipment.com

ALL THE LEADING BRANDS!

Ames Plumbing & Pump Co.

SUBSCRIB

We are an Independent, M

www.MarysvilleFarms.com

810-364-3600
Minnesota Road Near Ravenswood

storage solutions

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

DELIVERED TO

Fill it out this form and retu

810.324.2024
24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

An imprint of places and pe

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

12 MONTHS FOR $30

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN S
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Thum

CALL (810) 794-2300 TO ADVERTISE YO
or visit our website thumbprintnews.com
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ISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

Limited Inventories by Style

joetrailer@sbcglobal.net

FUNERAL

MONUMENT SALE

Joe’s

Trailer Sales
TRAILER HITCHES

*40% OFF MSRP Pricing

*Limited Quantity, Laser Gloss Black
*Free Delivery in Mid-Michigan
*Laser Engraving Available
*Free Storage for One Year

PARTS & ACCESSORIES
• WHEELS
• TIE DOWNS
• SPRINGS
• U-BOLTS
• ROLLERS
• WIRING

• AXLES
• FENDERS
• WINCHES

info@remmemorials.com | 810-543-5799

ALL CLASSES
IN STOCK

586-771-9499

• BEARINGS
• TIRES
• COUPLERS

24953 HARPER Just South of 10 Mile Rd.
ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48080

Stump Grinding Service
Any Size

Shelly Konarski

Experienced, Reliable Service

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

Independent Distributor

Rod Libby

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

586-321-2847

Licensed & Insured

Columbus, MI

Randy’s Rental &
Contractor’s Store

BE TO ENJOY

Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

HOME ~ CONTRACTOR ~ GARDENER

eople at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

O YOUR HOME!

urn it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

795 24th St.
Port
Huron, MI
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE
48060

10% OFF

WITH
THIS AD

tel. (810) 982-2484

www.RandysRental.com
RandysRental@comcast.net

Anchor

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50

OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

___ ISSUES FOR $___

Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION

mbPrint News

Cash

Check

MONTH

YEAR

OUR BUSINESS CARD IN OUR NEXT ISSUE!
m/advertise-with-us for more information!

Ed Bickley
6242 King Rd., Marine City, MI 48039
Phone 810-765-3100 • info@spautorefinishing.com

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

MEMORIA
L
d ay

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

FREEPIK.
CO

M

News is
nthly and
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CLASSIFIED ADS $15 & UP. CALL (810) 794-2300 TODAY!
Wanted to Buy

For Rent

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
cash paid. CALL KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. All 7 days.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or

Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

MIDDLE CHANNEL LANDING. Boat
wells for rent by season. Up to 17-foot.
Harsens Island. Call (586) 291-0905.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

starting at $936 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online
at gilliganscondo.com.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

WATERFRONT, REDUCED RENT
FOR HANDYMAN. Help finish a newly-

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.
WANTED TO BUY: Small to medium
enclosed trailer. Call Al at (810) 614-8034.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

Best prices on vintage or antique Christmas
ornaments and decorations.

Private Collector buying all year long.
Call Al at (810) 614-8034

renovated 2-bedroom home on 100'
wide canal. New cathedral ceilings, bath
and kitchen cabinets, flooring, electrical,
furnace, washer and dryer.
Call (586) 306-9440.

Help Wanted
GREENHOUSE HELP WANTED.

Full-time or part-time openings.
32260 28 Mile Road in New Haven.
Call Barbara at (586) 749-9118.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks
and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL
SERVICES HELP WANTED. Looking for

NOW HIRING!
We are looking to fill an
Advertising Sales Position!

We are seeking motivated, competitive and
hard-working individuals who are extremely
career-oriented and driven by success!
Salaried position and office is based in southern St. Clair County.

WILL TRAIN

- EXPERIENCE A PLUS

Pesticide Spray Technicians (willing to train)
and General Laborers (including but not
limited to grass cutting, power washing,
gutter cleaning, portable services, window
cleaning, wood cutting, etc.). All applicants
must be 18+ with valid drivers license.
Send resume to abcbees@comcast.net.

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S KITCHEN HELP
WANTED. Now hiring general kitchen help
and prep cooks for both full and part-time
positions. Looking for experienced, fast
hard workers! Applicants must have good
work habits and should be willing to learn
and advance in back of house. Must be
18 or over. For more information call Al at
(810) 614-8034.

May 2019
For Sale
ANTIQUE HOME with outbuildings.

Needs TLC. +/- acreage in Capac.
Call Mike Patterson, Red Carpet Keim,
at (810) 648-3700.
WATERFRONT NEWER HOME, 3,400
sq. ft., on 100' wide canal to Lake St.
Clair. Open plan – all three floors, gourmet
kitchen, four bedrooms, three and a half
baths, granite fireplace and wine/storm
cellar. Third level bonus room.
Call (586) 306-9440.

General
MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?
Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained
Minister, at (586) 843-5227 or
Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.

BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS.

No job too small. Rapid response and free
estimates. Serving the Thumb area for 30+
years. (800) 400-8941 or (810) 543-3899.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the
convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair &
Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

AUTOMOBILE APPRAISALS – ALL
VEHICLE TYPES. Protect Your
Investment! Tom Simatos, Accredited

and Certified Appraiser by the American
Society of Appraisers. Chesterfield, MI
48047. Call: (586) 201-7695.
Email: usersims@hotmail.com.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Call (810) 614-8034 to learn more about this opportunity
or email resume to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
ThumbPrint News is published monthly and distributed
free of charge to over 1,000 drop locations in nine counties
encompassing
Genesee
Macomb
Sanilac
the “Thumb” of Huron
Oakland
Tuscola
Michigan.
Lapeer
St. Clair
Wayne

WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM

Museum Hours

Every Sunday 10AM-3PM
or By Appointment

8061 MARSH ROAD
CLAY TWP., MI 48001

877-FWD-MORA
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F eline H ypertension

By Dr. DiBenedetto, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Hypertension is the medical term for high blood pressure, which
is a common health issue in people, and is now being recognized
as a common condition in older cats. Feline hypertension
is frequently found as a complication of other underlying
medical conditions (called “secondary hypertension”), although
primary hypertension (hypertension without any underlying disease) may also be seen.
The most common causes of secondary hypertension in cats is chronic kidney disease and
hyperthyroidism.
Hypertension can be damaging to the body. It can cause rupture and bleeding of small
vessels within the retinas of the eyes, leading to complete and permanent blindness. If the
vessels in the brain bleed, there can be neurologic symptoms such as behavioral changes or
gait abnormalities or even seizures. Over time, high blood pressure damages the kidneys and
may increase the risk of kidney failure developing. In cats that already have existing kidney
disease, the hypertension is likely to make the disease significantly worse. Increased blood
pressure can also cause damage to your cat’s heart muscle. This could eventually lead to
congestive heart failure. Therefore, early recognition of hypertension is important in order
to minimize the severe and often permanently damaging effects of persistently high blood
pressure on the eyes and other organs.
Cats present with a variety of symptoms that are more related to the underlying diseases than
the hypertension itself. For example, hyperthyroid cats generally present with hyperactivity
and weight loss, even though they have an increased appetite. Cats that are in kidney failure
usually are drinking and urinating excessively along with losing weight. Many cats with
hypertension can appear depressed, lethargic and withdrawn, and many owners notice an
improvement in their cat's behavior once the hypertension has been successfully managed.
To be able detect hypertension early, regular blood pressure checks are recommended in
cats older than seven years of age. Initially these may be done once a year, but as the cat
gets older these should be done a minimum of twice a year ideally. Various techniques and
equipment are available to measure blood pressure in cats. The blood pressure equipment
used is often like that used routinely in people, with an inflatable cuff placed around one of
the legs or the tail. Measuring blood pressure only takes a few minutes, is completely painfree and is extremely well tolerated by most cats.
When hypertension is diagnosed, management has two phases:
the first is to lower the blood pressure with anti-hypertensive
medication and the second is to identify and also treat any
other disease processes that are found. In cats with primary
hypertension (where there is no underlying disease that has
caused the high blood pressure), it is usually possible to manage
the hypertension and prevent future complications. In cases of
secondary hypertension, the long-term outlook is very dependent
on the nature and severity of the disease that has caused the high
blood pressure. It is important in all cases of hypertension that the
patient is monitored as accurately as possible on a regular basis in
order to avoid any complications.

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

Meet our Powerline PRO Iron Filter
The Powerline Pro is ...

• State-of-the-Art (connect smartphones)
• Customizable (different sizes and media)
• Unique (industry-exclusive features)
• Single-tank electric system (no additives)
The Powerline PRO is tough on problem water and easy
on the budget for efficient iron and sulfur removal!

Francek Water Conditioning

Blue Water Area
Humane Society
4100 Griswold Road
Port Huron Twp., MI 48060
Between Range Rd. & Michigan Ave.

Friday, May 3rd, 2019
10:00AM — 4:00PM

Saturday, May 4th, 2019
10:00AM — 4:00PM

Sunday, May 5th, 2019
10:00AM — 3:00PM

Money Madness Tree Raffle — $300+ Worth of Lottery Tickets
Drawing Sunday, May 5th at 2:00PM — Need Not Be Present to Win

Still Accepting Tax-Deductible Donations
or for General Information Call:

810-794-7906

PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

bluewaterareahs@comcast.net | bluewaterareahs.org

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079
HAPPY

mother’s

810-329-7118

DAY

FREEPIK.COM

15 to 50 Feet

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer

800-848-5150 www.fwch2o.com
CALL FOR A FREE WATER TEST!

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you can
reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ
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GREATER ROCHESTER HERITAGE DAYS

View the Great Lake's

Living Fossil
On Board the Huron Lady
Sturgeon Cruise

Submitted By Sheri Faust
On June 1, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., thousands of visitors will have the
opportunity to experience a close encounter with the Great Lakes’ iconic lake sturgeon at the
Blue Water Sturgeon Festival held at the Fort Gratiot Light Station County Park. Organized
by Friends of the St. Clair River, the festival is an annual celebration providing dozens of
hands-on activities, workshops, a live sturgeon touch tank, adopt a sturgeon program and
exclusive Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruise.
Affectionately known as the “Gentle Giant of the Great Lakes” given its large size, lake
sturgeon are a threatened species in Michigan; however, the St. Clair River supports the
largest and healthiest sturgeon population in the Great Lakes, making Port Huron an ideal
location for this event.
Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruise tickets are available now at www.HuronLady.com for cruises
at 10:00 a.m, 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Tickets are $25 per person and only 300 tickets are
available. Cruises take place rain or shine and begin and end at the Huron Lady dock on the
Black River. During the one-hour cruise, guests watch lake sturgeon swimming in the St.
Clair River via live video by Gregory A.D. scuba divers.
The Blue Water Sturgeon Festival was hatched in 2014, after a group of divers,
environmentalists and scientists wanted to highlight the fascinating story of this ancient
fish – a mascot for the Great Lakes and their recovery. The festival draws thousands to get
up close and personal with these giants, ask questions to those who study them, and learn
about stewardship of the world’s largest freshwater ecosystem.
Funds raised from the Sturgeon Cruise support Friends of the St. Clair River’s education,
outreach and stewardship programs. For more information, visit www.SturgeonFestival.
com or contact Sheri Faust, president, Friends of the St. Clair River at (810) 730-5998 or
email her at info@scriver.org.

Happy
Mother’s
Day!

This will be a weekend of family
fun, so mark your calendars. The
dates are Saturday, May 18, 11:00
a.m. – 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 19,
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The location is
Rochester Park at Ludlow Street. All
of the activities will be family-friendly
and the food will be abundant.
A pancake breakfast will be served
at the Community House both
Saturday and Sunday for a modest
price and after you have enjoyed the
great meal, step out into the park and
see the beautiful cars sponsored by the
Rochester Lions Club. On Saturday,
enjoy the Heritage Rod and Custom
Car Show and on Sunday, the Annual Festival of Cars. As you wind your way
through the park, you will see the Children’s Pioneer Playground, reenactors,
including those from the Michigan 10th Volunteer Infantry, which served in the
American Civil War, and others. In the Heritage area, there will be demonstrations
of spinning, weaving, quilting, caning and other crafts of long ago. The Oakland
Township Historical Society will be selling their beautiful plants once again.
There will be music to entertain and food to tempt you. All of this is presented
by the tireless work of volunteers who have given their time for all to have a little
taste of old Rochester. Our local nonprofits have the opportunity to show off their
pride in our wonderful community and at the same time raise funds to help others.
Remember the dates, May 18 and 19, to come have fun with us!
For more information visit us on facebook or contact sue@dinosaurhill.org

“You're never too old to start learning, and you're never too young to
aim high and achieve great things.” – Asa Hutchinson
By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

deracinate

[ de·rac·i·nate | \ dih-ras-uh-neyt]

A verb meaning (1) UPROOT, (2) to remove or separate from a native environment
or culture, especially: to remove the racial or ethnic characteristics or influences from
Ex: Native Americans were forced to deracinate from their ancestral lands. First
known use: 1599, as relating to meaning (1)

edacious

[ eda·cious | \ ih-dey-shuh s ]

An adjective meaning (1) archaic : of or relating to eating, (2) VORACIOUS
Ex: Most teenage boys are edacious eaters. First known use: circa 1798,
relating to meaning (1)

fipple

DESIGNED BY DENAMORADO/FREEPIK

May 2019

[ fip·ple | \ fip-uh l]

A noun referring to a plug stopping the upper end of a pipe, as a recorder or a whistle,
and having a narrow slit through which the player blows. Ex: A flute employing a fippletype mouthpiece assembly permits the flute to be more easily mastered.
First known use: 1620 - 1630; perhaps special use of dial. fipple – loose lower lip,
pouting lip; compare Old Norse flipi–lower lip of a horse, Norwegian flipe flap, lappet.
YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions, please email the
word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first and last
name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located on page 2
of the paper. Without all the requested information, we will be unable to use your submission.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

START TO FINISH TOTAL BATH REMODELING
Less Mess & Less Demolition
NEW BATH AREA
in as little as 1-2 days
FULL LINE
of Safety & Accessibility Products

Year-over-year unit residential sales in St. Clair and Oakland Counties were down
in March 2019, compared to March 2018. However, the number of residential
houses sold in Macomb County increased by more than 10% for the same period.
Year-over-year median sales prices rose in all three counties, with the greatest
increase in St. Clair County at 7.5%, 4.1% in Macomb and 3.8% in Oakland County.
Average days on market increased slightly in Macomb and Oakland Counties to
42 to 43 days, and declined in St. Clair County from 64 to 56 days.
The ending inventory for the first quarter in these three counties was down about
9% from the prior year.
Mortgage rates continue to appear to be stabilizing, and the Federal Reserve
announced in March that it foresees no interest rate hikes in 2019. This should
bode well for the spring market.

Who’s driving the market, downsizing, trading up and why?
The National Association of REALTORS® (NAR)’s 2019 study reveals the generational
percentages of purchases:
• Millennials (born 1980-1998) at 37%
• Baby Boomers (born 1946-1964) at 32%,
• Generation Xers (born 1965-1979) at 24%
• Silent Generation (born 1925-1945) at 7%
• Gen Z (born 1998 or later) at <1% (just starting to join the ranks of
homeowners)
Some other interesting info from this study…
• First-time buyers made up 33% of all home buyers, a decrease from last year at
34%.
• At 26%, buyers 29 to 38 continue to be the largest generational group of buyers with
a median age of 34, followed by buyers 39-53 at 24% with a median age of 45.
• Buyers between the ages of 39-53 had the highest household incomes of any
generation at $111,100 in 2017, followed by buyers between 54-63 that had a
median income of $102,300.
• 63% of recent buyers were married couples, 18% were single females, 9% single
males and 8% unmarried couples.
• 37% of all buyers had children under the age of 18 living at home.
• 12% of buyers purchased a multi-generational home to take care of aging parents,
for cost savings and because children over the age of 18 were moving back.

GENERATIONAL

Millennials – the most active buying segment for the 6th consecutive year are now
broken into 2 segments:
Younger (1990-1998) – 11% of recent home buyers; 40% consider commuting costs
very important; 71% say convenience to job influenced neighborhood choice.
Older (1980-1989) – 26% of recent home buyers; 42% have student loan debt; 52%
were first time home buyers; 81% found their home with mobile app.
Gen X – (1965-1979) – 16% bought a multi-generational home; looked online for
properties as a first step; 56% bought in a suburb or subdivision.
Baby Boomers –
Younger (1955-1964) – 18% of recent buyers,
Median 12 weeks home searching; 35% heating and cooling costs very important.
Older (1946-1954) – 14% of recent buyers, 47% buy due to retirement; 19% bought
in a suburb or subdivision; median miles moved between new and prior home – 30.
Silent Generation –27% purchased to be closer to family, friends, or relatives; 29%
purchased senior-related housing; 34% will never move, as they are in their forever
homes.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland, Macomb Counties
and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara
at (810) 278-6654 or (810) 278-6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

Luxury
Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

Bath

MANY STYLES OF WALK-IN
SHOWERS & TUBS AVAILABLE

***

HOME BUYERS
GENERATIONAL TRENDS 2019
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50 % OFF

SPRING SAVINGS SPECIAL!

Labor on
Total
Bath
Remodel
See store for details. Expires 5/31/19

Since 1991, Luxury Bath
has been transforming old,
tired bathrooms into
refreshing, beautiful, new
ones. On our website, you
can find solutions for:

Bath • Shower • Wall
Accessible Bathrooms
Accessory Choices

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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5

May

On this day
in 1891, Music
Hall (later renamed
Carnegie Hall)
opens with
Tchaikovsky
as the
guest
conductor.

6

12

13

19

20

On this day
in 1926, the
airship Norge
becomes the first
vessel to fly over the
North Pole.

On this day
in 1780, near
total darkness
descends on New
England at noon. No
explanation is found.

26

WHAT HAPPENED
ON THIS DAY IN
HISTORY?

On this day
in 1960,
President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signs
the Civil Rights Act
of 1960.

On this day
in 1913, Igor
Sikorsky flies the
first four-engine
aircraft.

On this day
in 1916, in
1917 and in 1918,
the town
of Codell,
Kansas
gets hit
by a
tornado.

27

On this day
in 1961,
the first black
light is sold.

May 2019

On this day
in 1931, the
Empire State
Building
opens in
New York City.

2

3

4

11

On this day in
1946, prisoners
revolt at California’s
Alcatraz prison.

On this day
in 1845,
Macon B. Allen,
the first African
American lawyer, is
admitted to the bar
in Massachusetts.

On this day
in 1715, a
French manufacturer
debuts the first
folding umbrella.

7

8

On this day
in 1895,
China cedes Taiwan
to Japan under
the Treaty of
Shimonoseki.

9

10

On this day
in 1573, Henry
of Anjou becomes the
first elected king of
Poland.

14

On this day in
1944, George
Lucas, creator of the
Star Wars and Indiana
Jones franchises, is
born in Modesto,
California.

15

16

17

On this day
in 1630,
Italian Jesuit Niccolo
Zucchi sees the
belts on Jupiter’s
surface.

18

21

On this day in
22 1804,
the Lewis 23

24

On this day
in 1930, Amy
Johnson becomes
the first woman to
fly solo from
England to Australia.

25

On this day in
29 1922,
30
the U.S.

31

Editor’s note:
The purpose of this calendar
is to provide entertainment
for our readers and to
mention lesser-known
events that have happened
on any given day. We are
aware that there also may
be well-known events that
have happened on these
days, and not listing them
does not indicate that we
are unaware of their
importance.

On this day
in 1824,
Beethoven’s “Ninth
Symphony”
premieres
in
Vienna.

On this day
in 1790, Paris
is divided into 48
zones.

28

On this day
in 1953,
Melody, the first
animated 3D
cartoon in
Technicolor,
premiers.

On this day
in 1886,
Emily Dickinson
dies in Amherst,
Massachusetts,
where she had lived
in seclusion for the
previous 24 years.

and Clark Expedition
officially begins as
the Corps of
Discovery departs
from St. Charles,
Missouri.

Supreme Court rules
organized baseball
is a sport not subject
to antitrust laws.

On this day
in 1754,
Benjamin Franklin
created the first
editorial cartoon
published in an
American
newspaper.

On this day
in 1986,
Top Gun, directed
by Tony Scott and
starring Tom Cruise,
premieres.

On this day
in 1864,
Union General
Ulysses Grant
attempts to outflank
Confederate Robert
E. Lee in the Battle
of North Anna,
Virginia.

On this day
in 1536,
English King Henry
VIII marries Jane
Seymour,
his third
wife.

On this day
in 1869, the
Central Pacific and
Union Pacific
railroads meet in
Promontory, Utah.

On this day
in 1879, New
York’s Madison
Square Garden
opens its doors for
the first time.

On this day
in 1652, a law
is passed in Rhode
Island banning
slavery in the
colonies, but it
causes little stir and
seems unlikely to be
enforced.
On this day
in 1935,
Jesse Owens sets
six world records in
less than an hour in
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

FREEPIK.COM

On this day
in 1941,
Betsy Ross’ house is
given to the city of
Philadelphia.

1

to read online anytime!

A Veteran-Owned Company

2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060

www.sunbursttours.com

Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Gift Certificates
are Completely Escorted Aboard
ke great gifts
ma
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
for any occasion!
Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Available in Any Amount
Details at:
Special Trips
We
also. and Fundraisers
for Groups
do..

5/4 Sat Greektown Justin L. Evans Powers Fundraiser
5/5 - 5/7 Chip Inn Overnight
5/8 Wed Greektown Daytrip
5/14 Tue Firekeepers Sacred Heart Church Fundraiser
5/19 - 5/20 Little River Overnight
5/22 Wed Greektown Daytrip
5/29 Wed Windsor Daytrip

Casino Incentive "Packages" listed are provided by the Casino visited for Persons
Arriving on the Bus only! They generally included free slot play, free food, and/or cashback for casino play. Bus packages are subject to change at any time without prior notice.

Manistee, MI

Email us at tours@sunbursttours.com, and we'll
Get on our SPECIALS email list! get
you on the list to receive email-only specials.
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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The Collision Shop
BENEFITS

Body & Paint
Specialists

Melanie Duquesnel

OF THE

BBB

BBB Serving Eastern Michigan is a non-profit organization with the purpose
of promoting an ethical marketplace and creating a community of trustworthy
businesses and charities.
Better Business Bureau is known for providing information about businesses to
consumers, helping to resolve complaints and delivering consumer information,
but the services BBB provides go far beyond that.
We want our consumers to know that we are more than just complaints.
Consumers can use BBB as a resource to help them find ethical businesses, while
avoiding fraud and scams.
Better Business Bureau has several methods of fulfilling its vision of an ethical
marketplace where buyers and sellers can trust each other.
Dispute Resolution: BBB offers several different dispute resolution programs
and options to consumers and businesses with the aim of resolving marketplace
conflict. When BBB receives a customer complaint, it is then forwarded to the
business for visibility and to give businesses the opportunity to address any
and all complaints. This business will have the opportunity to disclose any
pertinent information about the transaction. Sometimes, it’s that no transaction
took place and the complaint needs to be transferred to another business. Our
team members will act as a non-biased party in hopes to resolve the business
and consumer issues. We also offer arbitration services with another non-biased
party who will make the final decision, if the consumer and business are unable
to agree. This is free of charge to accredited businesses.
Customer Reviews: BBB provides consumers with the opportunity to write
customer reviews on both accredited and non-accredited businesses or other
not-for-profit organizations providing a business service. The consumer writing
the review must have had a marketplace interaction with the business which is
being reviewed.
Advertising Review: BBB reviews local business advertising and challenges
any potential false or misleading ads to control the advertising claims made
by businesses. We encourage businesses and consumers to bring these
ads to the BBB for our review. To submit an ad challenge, please visit
https://bit.ly/2KnPnrm.
BBB Scam Tracker: This tool provides consumers across North America with a
place to report scams and fraud. This will in return warn others of malicious or
suspicious activities. Consumers will be able to see the popular scam plaquing
their area by visiting bbb.org/scamtracker.
BBB Education Outreach: BBB uses community outreach to promote its
vision of an ethical marketplace where buyers and sellers trust each other. The
mission of Education Outreach is to educate consumers to recognize and avoid
scams, provide ethics training and educate businesses on ethical best practices.
Your BBB provides its services free to the public in its service area that spans
the eastern half of the Lower Peninsula from Jackson County, north through
central Michigan to Alpena and includes the entire Upper Peninsula. For more
information, please visit bbb.org or call (866) 788-5706.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO
of the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan &
the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization
that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in
the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs.
Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by
visiting www.bbb.org.

ESTABLISHED 1997

We Work with
All Insurances

FREE
Rental Cars Available*
*restrictions may apply
ESTIMATES

Deductible
Discounts

Military Discounts
Senior Discounts

(586) 465-4340

44561 N. Groesbeck Hwy., Clinton Twp., MI 48036-1118

M-F: 8AM-6PM • SAT: 9AM-NOON • SUN: CLOSED

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 15th of the month, one will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December
16, 2019, one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our April contest, we asked our readers to identify
what the item pictured to the left is and for what it is
used. Of all of those submitting the correct answer,
Joann Gorkowski of Bad Axe, Michigan, was randomly
chosen and will be entered into the year-end drawing.
Joann identified that the object is a pair of vintage boiled egg scissors. This model
is from 1903, and was intended to cut off the top of a soft-boiled egg.
Here are some interesting facts about eggs:
• Hens are born with only so many eggs in their system.
They will not lay eggs until they die. They will lay them
until they run out.
• If the eggs are not collected in a timely manner, the hen
will eat her egg. She will like it, too, and she will continue
to eat her eggs.
• Chicken eggs can be frozen up to one year!
• An old egg will float up in a pot of boiling water;
fresher eggs will remain at the bottom of the heated pot.
• The United States will produce about 75 billion eggs a
year; that is about 10% of the world’s supply.
For our May contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what famous person is shown as a child to the right. Go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer. Good luck!
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moved his family from Farmington Hills to Novi,
where he remained for the rest of his life.
In 2002, at the age of 85, Ernie Harwell decided to finally retire from announcing
the game he loved, but this time it was on his own terms. Interestingly, the catcher
who Harwell was traded for, Cliff Dapper, was the one who presented the tribute
video for Ernie, which was said to be the first time they ever met. At the end of
his final game, he gave a speech to the fans in the stadium saying, "It's time to say
goodbye, but I think goodbyes are sad and I'd much rather say hello. Hello to a new
adventure. I'm not leaving, folks. I'll still be with you, living my life in Michigan
– my home state – surrounded by family and friends." Out of the 55 years Harwell
spent broadcasting baseball for fans throughout the country, 42 of them were spent
with the Tigers, and although he wasn’t born in Michigan, the state became his home.
After his retirement, he made a handful of guest appearances in the press box for
games, such as the AL Division Series in 2006, when the Tigers faced the Yankees.
Out of the more than 8,300 MLB games he covered, he only missed two in more
than half of a century – one in 1968 for his brother’s funeral and the other when he
was inducted into the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association Hall of
Fame. In an attempt to save a portion of the original Tigers Stadium, Harwell agreed
to donate his $2 million memorabilia collection to the Detroit Public Library, as long
as a section of the field would be preserved for a museum.
In 2009, Harwell announced to the world that he was battling incurable cancer and
didn’t have long to live. Shortly after he revealed the news to the public, the Tigers
showcased another tribute to Ernie, looking back at all the memories of his time
with the club – speaking to his significance in the broadcasting world, Harwell was
named the 16th greatest announcer of all time according to the American Sportscaster
Association. He even holds the distinction of being named “baseball’s most enduring
announcer”, authenticated by the Guinness Book of World Records, covering more
games than any other sportscaster. “In my almost 92 years on this earth, the good
Lord has blessed me with a great journey,” Harwell said. “The blessed part of that
journey is that it's going to end here in the great state of Michigan.” Ernie’s active
lifestyle played a huge part in his life and he was said to work out until just before
his passing. On May 4, 2010, Harwell passed away in his Novi home at 92 years old,

NOVI, Continued from Page 8

to read online anytime!

with his wife of 68 years and their four children by his side. He was set to receive the
Vin Scully Lifetime Achievement Award, but passed away just before the ceremony
– Al Kaline accepted it on his behalf.
Due to his immense impact not only on the city of Detroit, but the game of baseball
as a whole, a viewing was held at Comerica Park on May 6. More than 10,000 fans
flocked to the field to pay their respects to the cherished man.
During the team’s next home game on May 10, the day was
deemed Ernie Harwell Day at the park, with uniforms adorning
his initials and his longtime partner Paul Carey throwing out
the first pitch. Throughout his life, Harwell was inducted into
nearly every hall of fame for sports announcers in existence,
as well as being elected for many other high honors. The
year before retiring, he was awarded the distinguished Ty
Tyson Award for Excellence in Sports Broadcasting from the Ernie Harwell patch worn
by the Tigers in 2010
Detroit Sports Broadcasters Association and was named the
Michigan Sportscaster of the Year 19
times throughout his career.
Today his legacy is remembered
at the stadium in the form of a statue
outside Comerica Park, as well as the
press box being renamed the Ernie
Harwell Media Center – even the
Cleveland Indians honored Harwell
by naming their visitors’ broadcasting
booth after him. Harwell will forever
be remembered as much for being an
extraordinary human as a cherished
sportscaster, but his famous catch
phrases, such as “that one is long
gone!”, will forever echo throughout
the city of Detroit, as well as the rest of
the Mitten State.
Harwell statue – Comerica Park

NEVER LOSE POWER!
BACKUP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN
LESS THAN A MINUTE WITH A GENERAC AUTOMATIC GENERATOR
FOR AS LOW AS

$

79

May 2019

A MONTH

Award-Winning Dealer

BEST DEAL EVER!

$

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

STARTING AT

5,900

INSTALLED

FREE 7-YEAR WARRANTY*
WITH

ALL SALE PRICES
BASIC INSTALL.
Previous sales excluded.
CALL FOR DETAILS.
*PURCHASE WITHIN ONE
WEEK OF ESTIMATE

TPN Exp. 5/31/19

Financing
Available

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area!
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

1-810-543-3899
1-800-400-8941
www.budgetelectricgenerator.com
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Happy
Mother’s Day!

794-5678 to minimize ticks in your yard!

Sometimes warmer temperatures aren’t the only reason there is an extra spring
in our steps this month. For many people, something extra comes in the mail (if
you are old school) or there is an extra line item on the e-statement of your bank
account. It’s the coveted income tax refund. Suddenly, our chest grows and our
posture improves.
That’s what happens when we get a little windfall, or for some, even a largernow-I-can-get-new-carpeting windfall. Or, the opposite happens. We have to write
a dreaded check (or two!) and the new carpeting becomes a distant idea.
Those two reactions may be opposite, but they sure are equal in strength. The
reactions are even physical. Getting some extra dough causes our heart rate to
increase, but writing checks causes our stomach to churn. Both reactions provide
evidence to the power of money.
When we have it, or get some extra, we instantly make a mental list of all the
things we can do. We can finally go to a few of the restaurants we’ve seen in shiny
ads or get that new carpet. Or, we can make a larger than usual donation to our
favorite charity. Oh, what a wonderful moment it is when I've been in the position
of writing that happy, larger check to charity! I think I loved it more because it's
not something I always get to do.
Then there is the opposing side of not having some extra coinage. Paying those
two tax bills is the exact opposite of a romantic dinner, new carpeting and being
able to help our favorite organizations. Everybody feels the angst of less money.
Luckily, I’ve been in both positions over the years. And I use the term “lucky”
with purpose because both situations came with loud messages. When I had my
own business, I had years when I felt like a pseudo-Rockefeller and years when
there was a lot of empty space under the Christmas tree. Both situations showed
me the impact money has on our lives. When we have it, we can have a lot of fun,
improve our homes and do some good – some real good. When we don’t have
money, its power stays will us because we don’t have much fun, we aren’t adding
to our home, and we can’t help out organizations that are dear to us.
So, what to do? I know that money is a personal, even controversial subject.
But money’s power is a certainty. So all we can do is ride its wave. When
we have some extra money, take a minute to really enjoy that dinner, admire
those new floors and think about the people and animals that are being helped
because you made the loving choice to give some of that new-found money a
second life. And when there isn’t much left at the end of the month, we’ll just
have to realize that, while not having enough money impacts many, many parts
of our lives, it can’t scratch every part of our lives. When my business was
tanking, minuscule paychecks were horrible, but they were not an all-inclusive
description of my life. I made myself make a plan – a plan for a different
kind of fun, a new rug for the house and I volunteered my time. Sure, I had
many dark moments; that’s what happens when you feel deep disappointment.
But, not giving every moment to money woes and giving dedicated thought on
how to handle extra cash, well that's some impressive power!
You can reach Patricia by emailing her at pckubic@gmail.com.
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calendar of
activities & events
If you have an event in June that you would like listed in the June issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by May 12, 2019. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted
earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15 a.m. –
9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are free.
For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

HURON

Memphis – May 3, 10 & 17
Euchre, Memphis American Legion

Port Austin – May 2
Presentation on the Great Thumb
Fires of 1871 and 1881 by Author
Alan Naldrett, Port Austin History
Center, 1424 Pte. Aux Barques Rd.,
7:30 p.m. For more information email
Alan at alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

LAPEER

North Branch – May 3 & 4
2019 Spring Sale, North Branch

Masonic Center, 4058 Huron St., 9:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on May 3 and 9:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. on May 4. Crafters
and vendors wanted! Both days $35
for two spaces or $25 for one space. 8'
tables available to rent for an additional
$5 each. Concessions available on site.
For more information call Shannon at
(810) 688-2784.

Lapeer – May 7
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6
for seniors, $4 for ages 4 – 7 (under 4
free). Public welcome. All proceeds go
towards Lapeer Community Schools'
scholarship fund. For more information
contact americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – May 14
Taco Night, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. For
more information contact
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

MACOMB

Washington Twp.
May 1, 8 & 15
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke (between

Hall, 34330 Bordman Rd., 7:00
p.m. Cost is $10. Euchre is played
the first three Fridays of every
month. For more information email
merrickpotterpost566@yahoo.com.

New Baltimore
May 5, 12, 19 & 26
New Baltimore Farmers Market,

downtown on Washington between
Main and Front Streets, 9:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. The market will run every
Sunday through October 20. On
opening day (May 5) free, re-usable
shopping tote bags will be given out to
the first 500 shoppers. Face-painting
and live music as well. May 26 is our
Spring into Summer Market, with plants
and flowers, a free family planting
activity, face painting and live music.
For more information call Debra at
(586) 215-7484.

Richmond – May 7
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division, 5:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For
more information email Kathy at
kathyorkisz@comcast.net.

Fraser – May 9
Presentation on the Lost Car
Companies of Michigan by
Author Alan Naldrett, Fraser

Library, 16330 E. 14 Mile Rd., 6:30
p.m. For more information email Alan at
alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

Richmond – May 10, 11, 17,
18, 19, 24, 25 & 26
Carrie: The Musical, Richmond

Community Theatre, 69619 Parker St.,
doors open at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays (shows start at 8:00 p.m.)
and at 1:30 p.m. on Sundays (shows
start at 2:00 p.m.) Based on the book

by Lawrence D. Cohen, lyrics by Dean
Pitchford and music by Michael Gore.
Adapted from Stephen King's novel
Carrie, Carrie: The Musical focuses on
an awkward teenage girl with telekinetic
powers whose lonely life is dominated
by an oppressive, religious-fanatic
mother. Ticket prices are $17 for adults
and $12 for seniors and students. For
more information call (586) 727-9518 or
visit RichmondTheatre.com.

New Baltimore – May 19
New Baltimore Interfaith Choir
Performance, Lighthouse Bible

Church, 52260 Washington, 2:30
p.m. The forty-six voice ensemble
will welcome guests with a variety
of selections that the audience will
recognize and enjoy. The church offers
comfortable seating and ample parking.
For more information contact Betty at
(586) 725-8051.

Center Line – May 22
Presentation on Michigan's C.
Harold Wills by Alan Naldrett,

Center Line Public Library, 7345
Weingartz St., 6:00 p.m. Wills was the
right hand man of Ford. His history
covers the early days of the Ford Motor
Company. For more information email
Alan at alannaldrett@yahoo.com..

Memphis – May 25
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 per player. Prize money for 1st,
2nd and 3rd places. Snacks available.
For more information contact Frank
at memphismichlions@yahoo.com.

OAKLAND

Rochester Hills
May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Coffee, Cake and True Islam,

Masjid Mahmood-Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community Center, 1730 W. Auburn
Rd., 7:00 p.m. Every Thursday stop
by and ask questions, get answers
and learn. Completely free! For more
information call (248) 677-1316 or
email tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

Rochester – May 18 & 19
Greater Rochester Heritage
Days, Rochester Park at Ludlow St.,

11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. on Saturday
and 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.
All of the activities will be family-friendly
and the food will be abundant. For
more information contact Sue at
sue@dinosaurhill.org. (See press release
on page 18 for a complete description.)

ST. CLAIR

All of St. Clair County
All Year Long
Woman's Life Chapter 855's
Bottle and Can Drive. Funds

support those in need as we continue
to fight hunger and homelessness in
our community. Make a difference
today by donating! For a drop-off
point or a pick up for large
donations call (810) 392-5136.

St. Clair – May 1 – June 1
Ticket Sales for St. Clair High
School Classes of '73, '74 and '75
Combined Reunion. Will be held

Saturday, July 20, 2019, from 6:00 p.m.
– midnight. Dinner at 7:00 p.m. St. Clair
K of C Hall. $25 per person; BYOB.
Tickets are available in advance only.
Call or text your class representative
before June 1.
Class of '73: Stella at (269) 569-1160
Class of '74: Gayle at (810) 334-3661
Class of '75: Cathy at (810) 300-2364

Capac – May 2
Vera Bradley Designer Bag and
Accessories Bingo, St. John's

Lutheran Church, 109 E. Kempf Ct.,
doors open at 6:00 p.m., Bingo starts
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets at the door are
$25. and include 10 rounds of Bingo
and Grand Finale Bingo. Door prizes,
complimentary coffee, tea and water.
BYO snacks or soda. Additional bingo
cards and dabbers available for a
donation. Each round played has a
corresponding bag or accessory for a
prize (prizes cannot be substituted two prizes per round.) RSVP to Lori at
(810) 395-7889.
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Marine City – May 2 & 3
Friends of the Marine City Library
Bi-Annual Book Sale, Marine
City Library, 300 S. Parker, Thursday
from 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. and Friday
from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. From May
6 through May 8 books will be $2 a
bag. Get your summer reading books
now! Proceeds support the children
and adult programs at the library. For
more information contact Susan at
susanw12@comcast.net.

Memphis – May 2
Senior Craft: Painted Book Spine
Brick, Memphis Library, 34830 Potter
St., 6:00 p.m. Celebrate Senior Citizen
Month at the Memphis Library. Paint
a cement block to look like a book
spine. All materials supplied. For more
information call (810) 392-2980.

Port Huron – May 2
National Day of Prayer Noon
Prayer Service, Port Huron MOC

Auditorium, 100 McMorran Blvd.,
noon – 1:00 p.m. The National Day of
Prayer was established as an annual
event in 1953 by a joint resolution of
the U.S. Congress and signed into
law by President Harry S. Truman. All
Americans are encouraged to gather
publicly to worship and pray for our
land. Various pastors will be leading
times of prayer for specific areas.
Open to all. Special music will be
provided by the New Life Christian
Academy Choir. For more information
call (810) 966-8660 or visit
NationalDayofPrayer.org.

Marysville
May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
11th Annual Farmer's Market,

Marysville Park waterfront (across
from the old boat launch), 10:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. Vendors wanted – all
are welcome. Hosted by Marysville
Knights of Columbus #9526.
Market is open every Friday from
May through October. For more
information contact Matt at
(810) 364-6800 or (810) 824-7435.

Port Huron Twp. – May 3, 4 & 5
Blue Water Area Humane Society
Giant Charity Indoor Yard Sale,
4100 Griswold, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday, 10:00 a.m.
– 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Household
and kitchen items, collectibles, home
décor, toys, books, outdoor furniture,
craft supplies, garden supplies and
much, much more. Drawing for the
Money Tree is Sunday, May 5, at
2:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
at the shelter or at the yard sale.
Need not be present to win. For more
information or to donate tax-deductible
items contact Judy at (810) 794-7906
or (586) 201-0593.

Algonac – May 4
A Spring Tea Party, St. Catherine

Activity Center, 1103 Washington St.,

doors open at 11:00 a.m., lunch at
noon, program to follow. Bring your
own teacup. The program will be
Community Quilting by Piece to Peace
Quilters. Tickets are sold in advance
and are $20. For more information
contact Mary at (810) 794-9214,
Dovis at (810) 765-4610 or
Joan at (810) 326-0754.

Port Huron – May 4 & 5
Tunnel City Railway Show, Blue

Water Convention Center, 80 Harker
St., 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Saturday
and 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.
Cost of admission to the show is $7
for a 1-day pass or $10 for a 2-day
pass. Children 12 and under are free.
Parking is free. For more information
visit phdrailroad.com, email contact@
phdrailroad.com or call (810) 984-4134.

Memphis – May 5
25th Anniversary Celebration of
St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 775 Kinney Rd., divine
service at 3:00 p.m., catered dinner
at 4:30 p.m. Please RSVP. For more
information contact Pastor Rev.
Ronald Roland at (586) 749-9804 or
misskaroon@yahoo.com.

Yale – May 6, 13 & 20
Teen/Adult RPG, Yale Library,

at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!
was awesome and the citizens are
facing a huge new threat: LEGO Duplo
invaders from outer space, wrecking
everything faster than they can rebuild.
Rated PG – library card must reflect
movie rating. Snacks and drinks
provided. For more information call
(810) 395-7000.

St. Clair – May 11
Euchre Tournament, St. Clair

Masonic Temple, 1800 St. Clair Hwy.,
hosted by Cornell Marysville Chapter
93. Doors open at 1:00 p.m., playing
begins at 1:30 p.m. Admission is
$10 per player. Public is welcome.
There will be door prizes and a 50/50
drawing. Refreshments are provided.
For more information call Diane at
(586) 337-2729.

Algonac – May 13
Christian Fiction Book Club,

Algonac-Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair
River Dr., 6:00 p.m. Meet kindred
spirits as you share your thoughts
on the Christian novel of the month.
Registration is recommended. May's
selection is The Prayer Box by Lisa
Wingate. For more information call
(810) 794-4471.

East China – May 13
13th Annual Concert of the East
China Community Concert Band
and the St. Clair Community
Singers, Performing Arts Center,

2 Jones St., 3:00 p.m. Teens and
adults, ages 13 and up, join us for
an afternoon role-playing game.
Registration is requested, but not
required. For more information call
(810) 387-2940.

1585 Meisner Rd., 7:30 p.m. Admission
is free. For more information contact
Bob at (810) 765-1296.

Kimball – May 8
Flower Power, Kimball Township

Port Huron – May 13
Bad Art, Port Huron Library, 210

Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 3:30 p.m.
Roses, dahlias, lavender and more.
Learn to create dazzling or delicate
paper blooms – just in time for
Mother's Day! Registration requested.
Ages 3 – 12. For more information
call (810) 982-9171.

Marine City – May 8
Crafty Ladies and Lads, Marine

McMorran Blvd., 6:30 p.m. This is
a freestyle art event. The library
will provide a range of art and craft
materials. Come and see what
ridiculous or wonderful art you can
create. Fun music and inspired bad art
will be projected during the program.
Ages 6 – 12. Registration required by
calling (810) 987-7323 ext. 2500.

City Library, 300 S. Parker, 6:00
p.m. Unleash your creative side as
we decorate flower pots for a home
herb garden. Materials are provided.
Registration is requested by calling
(810) 765-5233.

St. Clair – May 16
St. Clair Library Presents "Travel
with Friends to Italy", 310 S.

Marysville – May 9 & 23
Family Fun Nights, Marysville

Fair Haven – May 17, 24 & 31
Family Storytime, Ira Township

Library, 1175 Delaware, 5:00 p.m.
Games for all ages will be provided
– some old favorites, along with
something special planned for a night
or two! Bring your family and bring
your friends. We'll have the popcorn
ready. For more information call
(810) 364-9493.

Capac – May 11
Snack and Show: LEGO Movie 2,
Capac Library, 111 N. Main, 1:00 p.m.
It's been five years since everything

Second St., 3:30 p.m. Discover the
beauty and joy of exploring Italy. For
more information call (810) 329-3951.

Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:00 a.m.
Stories, music and crafts for children
0 – 5 and their caregivers. For more
information call (586) 725-9081.

Marysville – May 17
Presentation on Michigan's C.
Harold Wills by Alan Naldrett,

Wills Sainte Claire Automobile
Museum, 2408 Wills Dr., 7:00 p.m.
Wills was the right hand man of Ford.
His history covers the early days of
the Ford Motor Company. For more
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information call Mary Ellen at
(586) 808-2953 or email Alan at
alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

St. Clair – May 17 & 18
Attic and Bake Sale, St. Peter's

Lutheran Church, 123 S. 7th St., Friday
and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Tons of amazing baked goods! Shop
for books, toys, furniture, glassware,
holiday décor, plants and more!
Proceeds benefit many church and
local community needs throughout the
year. For more information
call (810) 329-2174.

St. Clair – May 17
Chicken Dinner Buffet, American

Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton, 4:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Adults $10, kids
5 – 11 $5 and kids under 5 free.
Includes chicken, stuffing, potatoes
and gravy, vegetable, salad, rolls and
desserts. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.

Marysville – May 19
The Chairman of the Board
Meets the King of Rock, American

Legion, 299 Huron Blvd., 1:00 p.m. –
3:00 p.m. Be our guest! Take a musical
journey down memory lane. Enjoy the
toe tapping, feel good music of Frank
Sinatra and Elvis Presley. Special
dance performances by Swing
SLAM! Refreshments and resource
information provided. Sponsored by
the Dementia and Alzheimer's
Resource Committee. This fun, familyfriendly special event is free to those
living with dementia and their families
and/or caregivers and has been
created especially for all to enjoy as
they walk through the dementia journey
together. Registration is required by
calling (810) 990-9558.

Memphis – May 19
The Pantry Project, Holy Family

Activity Center, 79780 Main St., noon
– 6:00 p.m. This is a fundraiser to help
feed the hungry and homeless in St.
Clair County. Proceeds will benefit
Woman's Life Chapter 855 to purchase
4-H animals and donate to local food
banks in St. Clair County. A portion of
the proceeds will be matched by the
Society. Food, raffles, face painting,
music, photo booth and more.
Adults $10, seniors (65+) $5, students
$5, children (under 5) free. For more
information contact Maggie at
(586) 873-2406.

St. Clair – May 19
AYCE Breakfast Buffet, American

Legion Post 362, 1322 Clinton, 8:00
a.m. – noon. Adults $7, kids 5 – 11 $3
and kids under 5 free. Includes two
kinds of scrambled eggs, sausage,
potatoes, pancakes, Belgian waffles
with strawberries and whipped cream,
sausage gravy with biscuits, coffee and
orange juice. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.
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1175 Delaware Ave., 6:00 p.m. Our
program is "Bootlegging and the
Purple Gang". Our meetings are
open to the general public. Light
refreshments will be served. For
more information contact
grannyfran21@sbcglobal.net.

Lakeport – May 29
Karaoke Party, Burtchville Township
Library, 7097 Second St., 1:00 p.m.
Come and enjoy singing karaoke
songs. Popcorn and beverages will be
provided. All ages of adults welcome.
Registration requested. For more
information call (810) 385-8550.

Marine City – May 30, 31 &
June 1
Neil Simon's Play The
Gingerbread Lady, Washington Life

Center, 403 N. Mary St., 7:00 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday. Presented by the Algonac
Community Theatre. Tickets $10 at the
door. For more information email Mary
at mandsadkins@gmail.com.

St., 3:00 p.m. For more information
email Alan at alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

Sandusky – May 11 & 25
Thumb Dance Club, Maple

Valley School, 138 Maple Valley
St., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m., with a
meal break at 8:30 p.m. Everyone is
welcome. Cost is $7 for non-members.
You are asked to bring a snack to
share (chips, pretzels, etc.). On May
11 we are celebrating Mother's Day
with Dick Hedrich and Son playing
music from the '50s in addition to their
regular music for couples' dancing
(swing, waltz, etc.). There will be a
contest for best '50s outfit. May 25 will
be our Memorial Day remembrance
for all of those who died while serving
our country. Lighthouse 3 will play all
your favorite country music for couples'
dancing (swing, waltz, etc.). The
monthly birthday cake will be served at
meal break. Both dances will have line
dancing and square dancing as well.
For more information call Nancy at
(586) 663-5306.

TUSCOLA
No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

SANILAC

WAYNE

Marlette – May 5
Presentation on the Lost Towns
of the Thumb by Author Alan
Naldrett, Marlette Depot, 3325 Main

TRAPPING

No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.
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Licensed and Insured abcbees@comcast.net www.abcbees.com
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Marysville – May 23
St. Clair County Family History
Group Meeting, Marysville Library,

to read online anytime!

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
Spring is in full swing! As we start venturing outside more,
there are some animals that are venturing inside, looking for a
safe place to build their summer homes and have their babies.
Have you been hearing noises coming from your attic, wall voids, crawl space
or under your deck, shed or porch? An unsettling scratching, scurrying or
squeaking? It’s very possible some new residents have moved in without your
consent!
This is the time of year when we see more raccoons, opossums, groundhogs
and skunks running around outside, and when we're not looking, they are
sneaking into our homes. Just like us, they all need food and shelter to survive
some place away from predators and a safe place for their babies. Your attic,
wall voids and crawlspaces make excellent safe havens for these critters, but
they are unruly tenants and you can expect some sort of damage, or worse.
These animals are incredibly smart and can find their way into homes
through the smallest and most unlikely of openings. Common entrances are
loose flashing or siding, vents, the openings under eaves and soffits and even
down chimneys.
An effective way to deter animals from taking up residence in your home is to
keep your yard clean. You should do your best to eliminate all obvious sources
of food and shelter. Remove all garbage, debris and wood piles from around
your home and property. If a raccoon, opossum, groundhog or skunk has a
reason to be in your yard, they’ll be more likely to want to set up permanent
lodging. The best way to help prevent a home invasion is to seal and cover any
openings on the house with things like hardware cloth, steel wool, screening,
sheet metal, caulk and expandable foam.
However, if you haven't yet had the chance to take these precautions and
find that one or more of these animals has already taken up residence, there is
a good chance some damage has begun. It is their nature to move and to ruin
insulation, chew on wiring and leave droppings everywhere. Aside from that,
they are disease carriers and can transmit those diseases to humans. This is
why caution is needed when trying to remove them from your home.
The most humane way to deal with these critters is to set up a live trap and
relocate the animal. It is also important not to seal up any openings until you
are sure the animal(s) have been removed. Using a live trap will allow you
to safely get them out of the house and relocated to the great outdoors. Once
you are certain they are all out, you can proceed with sealing up any points
of entry you’ve discovered. Remember, if you do use a live trap, it needs to
be checked a couple times a day to see if you’ve caught anything. You do not
want the animal in the cage suffering for days. You also need to be aware of the
possibility of babies! Spring is when these animals are having their offspring.
If you remove the mother from the home without finding the babies, they will
end up dying somewhere inside your home, not only creating an awful stench
but also the need to search out and remove the carcasses.
ABC Home & Commercial Services always uses live traps and performs
humane release. We will not harm or kill the animal(s). Whether you have a
squirrel, opossum, skunk, raccoon or groundhog, etc., ABC wildlife specialists
will know exactly how to handle the situation safely and humanely for all
involved! Once removed, ABC can locate how the animal(s) were getting in
and seal up those areas to prevent other critters from getting inside. If you’ve
heard those unsettling noises, call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
(810) 794-5678 to set up an inspection and get the removal process started.
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ABC PORTABLES
The Cleanest Around!

Cottage Openings
Graduations
Weddings
Festivals
Reunions
Job Sites
Fairs
and More!

794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!

ABC
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BEFORE SUMMER PARTIES OVERLOAD YOUR SEPTIC,
GIVE US A CALL AT 810.794.5678 TODAY!

Home & Commercial Services

A MULTISERVICE COMPANY THAT YOU CAN TRUST !

abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com
Let’s Potty! Licensed & Insured

DON’T FLUSH AND FORGET!
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698
Compare at $1,298

1,298

Flexsteel Wallsaver Chair

Compare at $2,699

Flexsteel Sofa

1,898

$

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

Compare at $3,999

2,399

$

Compare at $4,999

Flexsteel Leather Power Reclining Sofa

Flexsteel Sectional

