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"Whatever you do, always give 100%. Unless you're donating blood." –Bill Murray

SPLASH

JUNE 2020

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

uring his heyday, Henry Ford was arguably one of the most powerful men in
Michigan, not to mention one of the richest. With a seemingly endless amount
of money, Ford owned hundreds of thousands of acres of land throughout the state,
some of which hold very interesting secrets.
Evangeline Cote, who was cousins with the famous actor Tyrone Power, was
employed by Ford as a stenographer in 1910. Cote was said to be a great employee,
which helped propel her to the top of the stenography department, soon catching
Henry’s attention. According to rumors, which will likely never be corroborated, the
attractive and confident woman eventually became his mistress. In order to keep the
public’s opinion of him favorable, everyone involved had to do their part to ensure
the relationship remained quiet.
In order to keep the attention off of them, Ford supposedly asked Ray Dahlinger,
who was very close to Henry, working as a mechanic, vehicle tester and chauffeur,
to marry Evangeline so things wouldn’t look suspicious. While aspects of the story
are already intriguing, the scandal goes deeper when the reason behind the supposed
marriage was revealed – it is said that Henry and Evangeline birthed a son in 1923. As
a result of the child being born out of wedlock and Ford being married, the story goes
that Henry asked Ray to wed Cote so the child would grow up with a father.
See DEARBORN Page 15
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By Keith Kodet,

A

ThumbPrint News Contributor

s can happen when researching for one story, another comes up, sometimes
even more interesting than the original material. Such is the case with this
article. While looking into the history of the FWD truck company for the Museum
of Off Road Adventure in Clay Township, Michigan, a question was posed: Who
was the first woman to drive heavy trucks? What followed was research that brought
conflicting information, with dates from multiple sources not always matching up.
The answer to the question of “first” ended up being less important, because we
discovered that the stories of two women, whom equally hold the title of being
“first”, have far more interesting stories.

By Liv Anne Lern
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“Anyone can give up; it's the easiest thing in the world to do. But to hold it together
when everyone else would understand if you fell apart, that's true strength.” – Unknown

Our granddaughter's 2nd birthday fell just days after the initial lockdown back in March. Her party was optimistically postponed,
before eventually it was cancelled like so many other events. We were all sad, but knew it was for the best. Besides, she probably
wouldn’t remember not having a party anyway.
While we were stuck at home, we spent the time coming up with even more ways to spoil her. We decided to create something
for her, and what we thought she needed most was a baby bed for all her dolls.
We had to dig our way through the winter accumulation of junk in the garage to find the wood-working tools and see if we
had enough wood. We did! Next, I dug around through my fabric and paint stash and voilà, a baby doll bed was born.
You can see from the picture, the bed is sturdy enough for both the baby doll and the grandbaby!
										–Laura Irwin, Cottrellville, Michigan

WILLIAMS

Covering Macomb, Oakland AND Wayne counties,
AND now parts OF St. Clair County
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Call for a free estimate for new equipment
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STORIES

ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our readers
online and is distributed to prime
locations throughout the Thumb area.
We encourage our readers to support
the advertisers who made this issue
possible. Tell them you saw their ads in
ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
or articles not written by our staff.
ThumbPrint News can be mailed
directly to your home for as low as
$2.50 an issue! Call (810) 794-2300
to find out how! Or you can check out
ThumbPrintNews.com/Subscribe
for more information.

“Make up your mind that no matter what comes your way, no matter how difficult, no matter
how unfair, you will do more than simply survive. You will thrive in spite of it.” – Joel Osteen
The last couple of months have been tough for most of us due to COVID-19 regulations. Many of us have self-isolated in our
homes; some have been working as an essential worker at their place of employment; some are on the front lines of battling this
merciless virus. Some have seen their friends, co-workers or family become victims and/or statistics of this cruel virus.
For many of the advertisers who make publishing ThumbPrint News possible, it has been an economic nightmare. Because of
this and because of social distancing, we elected to do an online-only edition for April, hoping we would be able to resume regular
publication with our May edition. This did not happen as new COVID-19 cases continued to increase and mandates from Michigan’s
governor kept business dealings to a minimum. We did not do either an online or a paper version of ThumbPrint News for May.
Now, as I write this column in the middle of May (and with an unbelievable couple of inches of snow on the ground), all we know
for sure is that Michigan’s stay-at-home order has been extended to June 12. We have decided our June edition will also be an
online-only edition. We came to this decision because many of our drop locations remain temporarily closed.
We did, however, want to take care of those loyal businesses who are struggling along with all of us to survive figuratively right
now. Due to our optimistic plans to resume regular publication with our July issue, we offered FREE ads in June’s online-only
edition for those businesses who committed to advertising in our July issue. It is our way of saying “thank you” to those advertisers
who help ThumbPrint News continue to reach our readers in six counties.
It is difficult right now to look ahead to the next few months as we as a nation move closer to returning to normalcy. We just don’t
know what that time frame will look like. However, as we do start making that journey, it is my fervent hope that it can be a time
for healing and for hope.
For an upcoming issue, I invite readers to share their Stay-at-Home Stories with us! Stories should be of positive
outcomes from this period of social distancing and/or lessons that have been learned as a result. You can email those to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Depending upon how many readers choose to send us a response, some of them will be
printed in the July and some in the August editions. In the yellow box below we have a story from Laura Irwin, one of our
staff writers/graphic designers.
In the meantime, stay safe and stay strong.
–Diane Kodet
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ALL GONE OVER
AND ABOVE AND
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THANKFUL TO CALL
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OF THE
NEIMAN’S
FAMILY!
We as a staff are closely
following the Health Department
and CDC’s guidelines as they change.

neimansfamilymarket.com

810-329-4535

facebook.com/NeimansFamilyMarket

1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079
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CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5PM | Wed 9AM to 6PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call one of our local offices:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Caro office: (989) 673-5652
Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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Financing
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#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area!
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

1-810-543-3899
1-800-400-8941
www.budgetelectricgenerator.com
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Contributed by
Amber Deegan
General Manager for Beltone
Skoric Hearing Aid Center

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

Staying connected to family, close friends, pets and our local community,
even if at a distance, is not only important for our emotional health, but also
theirs. Support in difficult times is crucial. Furthermore, surrendering to the
many things that are out of our control can go a long way in maintaining our
emotional health. We create and are responsible for how we choose to feel,
think and act in any given moment or circumstance. These feelings, thoughts
and actions are the only things that we truly have control over. As difficult as it
may be sometimes, choosing to view things as they are and not how we think
or feel they should, could or ought to be, can help alleviate stress and anxiety
and increase our capacity to create solutions for change, rather than remaining
stuck in emotionally unhealthy cycles.
Staying physically active, exercising and consuming nutrient-rich foods, such
as fresh fruits, vegetables and quality spring water, are all keys to maintaining
not only our physical health, but our overall health. Healthy in, healthy out!
Additionally, in order to monitor our overall physical health, it is important that
we establish great relationships with our healthcare providers and have an
annual physical, dental cleaning, eye exam and hearing exam to ensure that
our vital organs are working at their optimal levels.
Assessing our relationship with money and being able to decipher between
wants and true “needs” requires a level of self-discipline and developing new
habits, especially in difficult times. Living within our means, finding good
deals on necessities and being responsible managing our sometimes-limited
resources, are all sure keys to good financial health. Additionally, creating and
following a budget can aid in avoiding and eliminating debt, as well as ensuring
that we have adequate savings for emergencies and long term needs, such
as healthcare and retirement. Lastly, preparing, updating and safekeeping
essential documents, such as wills, trusts and medical directives, is imperative.
Although we may not be able to physically attend our chosen place of worship,
we can still sing our praises and practice prayer, meditation and grieve from
wherever we are. Getting out into nature is also another way to connect with the
source and maintain a peaceful and harmonious spirit. We can also volunteer
our time or donate items to those in need, which always feeds our soul and
sows good seeds into the universe, which keeps us spiritually healthy!

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community in
Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of
untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com
or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

negative effects of untreated HEARING LOSs

3x increased
risk of falling

5x increased
risk of dementia

AS SMALL AS A DIME

32% increased
risk of hospitalization

depression &
social isolation

BUY ONE
HEARING AID
GET 2ND
1/2 OFF

*Towards the purchase of select model hearing systems, based on two instruments.
Discount taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one coupon per person.

DESIGN ELEMENTS BY FLATICON.COM

When it comes to mental health, regularly expanding our knowledge and skills
does wonders to keep our mind stimulated, engaged and firing on all cylinders.
Participating in hobbies and tasks that we enjoy, which also challenge us, can
provide a sense of confidence, achievement and purpose when all else seems
lost. It is also essential to get adequate amounts of rest, which gives our mind
time to decompress and process all that it takes in daily and prepare for more
to come.

Dear Neighbor,
If you’ve been relying on reading lips
to understand conversations due to
hearing loss, it will be very difficult to
read lips while wearing a mask, as this
may be our new way of life. Hearing
and understanding what’s going on
around us is more important now than
ever before. Let’s solve the root of the
problem by treating your hearing loss
condition today.
We offer free 1-on-1 in home, in office
or curbside hearing testing, as well as
remote telecare services. Our offices
are also taking extra sanitary
precautions, such as sterilizing our offices before and after each patient and wearing
protective face masks and gloves to serve you.
Because we know finances may be an issue, we want to extend a helping hand, we are
offering: BUY ONE HEARING AID, GET YOUR 2ND HEARING AID 1/2 OFF.
Please call (989) 607-4576 or (810) 356-0559 today to use your special offer coupon below!

SAVE

SPIRITUAL F I N A N C I A L PH YS I CA L E M O T I O N A L M E N T A L

The world as we once knew it has changed drastically over the past few months.
Hopefully, our perspective and priorities have become crystal clear and many of the
trivial things that we sometimes tend to place a high level of importance on, have taken
a backseat to what is truly most important – our health! Without our health, nothing
else matters. There are many aspects to personal health, including: mental, emotional,
physical, financial and spiritual. I would beg to say that for most of us, in some way,
all aspects of our health have been affected recently and will be for quite some time.
Keeping that in mind, below are a few keys for establishing and maintaining a good,
healthy, balanced life.
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Presents..

Just the other day, I received a message from the brother of a patient I cared for
a couple of years ago. He identified himself as my patient's brother, and said that
he was thinking of all our ICU team during this pandemic. He wanted us to know
he cared about the team that cared for his brother.
Immediately, I knew who this was. My patient had suffered a very bad stroke;
he was not going to survive off of the ventilator, and the family had agreed to
donate whatever organs they could. My patient was young, close to my age. His
family loved small airplanes. I remember the city they lived in, and they shared
some stories with me about the airplane museum. I remembered my patient's
brother and sister-in-law, and could still see their faces. They now have contact
with the person who received a second chance at life when they were the recipient
of my patient's kidneys. I remember.
That message reminded me of two letters that were both written almost a year
ago. Though time has passed, I very clearly remember who wrote them. The first
was from two Jewish sisters who lost their mother. Their father shared some
Holocaust history with me, and sent me home with literature that I still cherish.
I got to know the members of their family quite well during the course of their
mother's hospitalization, and learned quite a bit from their father. They were a
lovely family I enjoyed spending my day with as I cared for their mother.
The second letter was from a woman about my age, whose mother died of the
same type of cancer my father died from. I remember sharing with her what it was
like during the days of losing my dad. We shared a lot in common, and talked quite
a bit. When you're in the same season of life as your patient's family member, and
you take the time to listen, you can really have an impact and help make a painful
time a little less difficult. It's my favorite part of being a nurse, really.
I love people.
But nursing has changed in the past 30 days. We are fighting the war on this evil
COVID-19 virus.
I no longer know if my patient is a veteran, because if I did, I'd put the U.S.
flag in the window of their room like we normally do. I'd know what each family
member takes in their coffee, because I always make sure they feel welcome in
my rooms.
I no longer know what my patient does for a living, how many children they
have, if they are married, or if they have a significant other. I don't know what
channel they enjoy watching, what music they like, if they like lots of blankets or
only a few, whether or not they sleep with socks on, or if their left or right side
bothers their back when I turn them.
I get reports so quickly these days, and each patient has exactly the same report.
It goes like this:
"They had a dry cough, a fever that would not subside with Tylenol, body aches,
and difficulty breathing. It progressively worsened, and eventually they presented
to the Emergency Room. Their oxygen needs continued to increase until finally
they wound up intubated, and transferred to the Medical ICU. Here are their
ventilatory settings and the sedation they are currently receiving. See you tonight.
Oh, and by the way – they have a high fever and they won't tolerate you touching
them – at all.
This virus is evil.
How is it that I can vividly remember the three patients and their families I
mentioned above, and it has been one to two years since I cared for each of them?
Yet, I remember so little about my first few COVID-19 patients just under a month
ago?

ANTIQUE MARKET

5

$

Admission
& Free Parking

2 HUGE

DAYS

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday 8am - 4pm

July 11-12
Sept. 12-13
EVENTS WILL HAPPEN GIVEN
STAY - HOME ORDER IS LIFTED

2020

By Rita MacDonald

Located at: Knights of Columbus Grounds
11541 21 Mile Road, Shelby Twp., MI
www.UticaAntiques.com / 586.254.3495
One of my first COVID-19 patients had a tattoo across his chest that read,
"FAMILY". It's all I knew about him. I assumed family must be important to him.
Another patient had parents who would call on the speaker phone and cry. "Do
you have sons?" they asked me. "He's our only one. Please save him."
Another patient woke up and couldn't really remember how to speak English, so
I knew very, very little about her.
A young man I cared for last week had the most beautiful blue eyes I'd ever seen.
I knew that he had a girlfriend, but she never called for updates. I wondered – is
she sick, and hospitalized as well? I'll bet she loves his eyes.
My patients can't see my face, my smile, or my concern for them. I have on a
mask, covered by another mask, covered by a shield, my glasses, a head covering,
and a gown and gloves. I can hardly recognize my co-workers, so I'm certain we
all look alike. That's got to be frightening!
It's as if this evil virus has taken away any personal contact between caregiver
and patient. And to add insult to injury, pretty consistently these COVID-19
patients don't seem to tolerate any touch whatsoever. So, not only are they alone
– now as the caregiver, I cannot even reassure them with a soft touch. No one
gets to come and hold their hand, or stroke their brow, or just give a reassuring
touch. They die alone – with no last embrace, no last kiss, no last goodbye, no
last anything.
Nothing about this feels right.
I want so badly for these days to end. I want things to go back to normal – yet
I find myself not wanting to forget these days. I've seen the very best in people in
the past month, and that somehow feels like a throat punch to COVID-19. I pray
that part never ends.
You're exhausting me, COVID-19. You're exhausting my co-workers, my family,
my friends and my colleagues. You've kept me separated from my grandchildren
for over a month, and you're trying to TAKE people from me that I love.
I HATE you, COVID-19.
The battle rages on – and while you may win a few battles here and there – you
most certainly will not win the war.
Screw you, COVID-19!
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Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
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Complete Trip,
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the Total Experience

VISITS MANY TRUE AMISH SHOPS & STORES

spend 3 hours exploring the Flea Market, then back to the bus for a step-on
guided tour and narrative followed by a scrumptious home-made Amish meal.

Glory

7-Day, Eastern Caribbean
♦Key West – Bahamas♦

Feb. 28
thru
thru
March 6

1

On this day
in 1880, the
U.S. census
determines that the
resident population is
50,189,209.

2

On this day
in 1855, the
Portland Rum Riot
occurs in Portland,
Maine, in response to
the state’s 1851
prohibition law.

3

On this day
in 1888, the
classic baseball poem
"Casey at the Bat,"
written by Ernest L.
Thayer, is published in
the San Francisco
Examiner.

4

5

On this day
in 2004, 40th
U.S. President, Ronald
Reagan dies at 93.

On this day
in 1925,
Walter Chrysler
founds automobile
manufacturer
Chrysler Corporation.

8

On this day
in 1904, U.S.
Marines land in
Tangiers, Morocco, to
protect U.S. citizens.

9

On this day
in 1650, the
Harvard Corporation,
the more powerful of
the two administrative
boards of Harvard, is
established. It is the
first legal corporation
in the Americas.

10

11

On this day
in 1895,
Charles E. Duryea
receives the first U.S.
patent granted to an
American inventor for
a gasoline-driven
automobile.

12

On this day
On this day
in 1920,
in 1920, the
Republicans nominate
U.S. Post Office
Warren G. Harding for Department rules that
president and Calvin
children may not be
Coolidge for vice
sent by parcel post.
president.

13

15

16

On this day
in 1884, the
first roller coaster is
used at Coney Island
in New York.

17

On this day
in 1872,
George M. Hoover
begins selling
whiskey in Dodge
City, Kansas – a town
which had previously
been "dry”.

18

On this day
in 1942, Sir
Paul McCartney
is born in
Liverpool,
England.

19

20

On this day
in 1975, the
film Jaws, based on
the book by Peter
Benchley, directed by
Steven Spielberg and
staring Roy Scheider
is released.

21

On this day
in 1915,
Germany uses poison
gas for the first time
in warfare in the
Argonne Forest.

22

On this day
in 1377,
Richard II, who is still
a child, begins his
reign, following the
death of his
grandfather, Edward
III. His coronation
takes place July 16.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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On this day in
1975, Sony
introduces the
Betamax
videocassette
recorder for sale
to the public.

On this day
On this day
in 1846, Great
in 1942,
Anne Frank Britain and the United
begins her States agree on a joint
occupation of Oregon
diary.
Territory.

On this day
in 1874, the
Freedmen's Bank,
created to assist
former slaves in the
United States, closes.
Customers of the
bank lose $3 million.

On this day
in 1652,
Massachusetts
declares itself an
independent
commonwealth.

On this day
in 1683,
William Penn signs a
friendship treaty with
the Lenni Lenape
Indians in
Pennsylvania.

On this day
in 1936,
Margaret Mitchell’s
novel Gone with
the Wind is
published.

On this day
in 1692,
Bridget Bishop is
hanged in Salem,
Massachusetts, for
witchcraft.

On this day
in 1647,
Margaret Brent,
demands a voice and
a vote for herself in
the Maryland colonial
assembly.

On this day
in 1944,
the U-505 becomes
the first enemy
submarine captured
by the U.S. Navy.

On this day
in 1978, the
rainbow flag is first
used as a symbol of
gay pride by Gilbert
Baker at a march in
San Francisco.

On this day
in 1958,
nine entertainers
refuse to answer a
congressional
committee's
questions on
communism.

On this day
in 1844,
Julia Gardiner and
President John Tyler
are married in
New York City.

June

6

On this day
in 1652,
New Amsterdam
(now New York City)
enacts the first speed
limit law in North
America.

what happened
happened on
on this
this day
day in
in history?
history?
what
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drove to New York and demonstrated her skills in
person to Secretary of State Francis Hugo, who
proceeded to issue her what is widely believed
to be the first commercial vehicle license to a
female. In 1922, she retired from FWD when
she moved to Milwaukee and started a family.

Lillie Drennan – Born in Galveston,
Texas, in 1897, less is known about her early
life besides that she only completed the 5th
grade and became mostly deaf from a serious
bout with scarlet fever. Marrying at the age of
15, she became a mother; she then divorced her
first husband at the age of 17. In 1919, she remarried to Willard Ernest Drennan, who would
transport goods around in his Model T Ford.
Some sources claim that she started driving
with him immediately, which would officially
make her the first female truck driver. However,
she did not carry a commercial license, as in
Texas at the time licensing was issued by the
Texas Railroad Commission, and they refused
Lillie Drennan was rarely seen
to issue her one, stating that her deafness was a without her “10-gallon” Texas
safety issue. Nonetheless, she continued to drive hat that she wore all the time.
trucks, and in 1928, started Drennan Truck Line with her husband. In 1929,
she divorced Willard and kept ownership of the business. That same year she
won her long legal battle in Texas courts against the Railroad Commission. She
claimed that they were using her deafness as an excuse for underlying sexism,
and challenged them to find a man with a better commercial driving record than
her own in Texas. When they could not find one, she was issued a license.
Lillie owned and drove for Drennan Truck Lines until she retired and sold the
company in 1952, with a perfect driving record. Her long battle for women's
rights in the trucking industry is still referenced and applauded today, as without
her efforts women may have been forced from the industry for much longer.
So, depending on how you look at it, either of these pioneering women
could be the first female truck driver. Luella Bates may have been driving
for FWD in 1918 or 1919, but was not officially “licensed” until 1920. Lillie
Drennan was most likely working as a long haul trucker in 1919, but did not
obtain her license until she won her long battle in 1929. To this author, whom
was first doesn't really matter. What matters more is that without these two
intrepid women, it might have been decades until females were recognized in
the industry. Today, about six percent of licensed truck drivers are women, but
that percentage continues to rise each year.
Editor ’s note: Keith Kodet is the Executive Director of the Museum of Off Road
Adventure in Clay Township, Michigan. The MORA is dedicated to researching
and educating about the early history and development of four wheel drive
vehicles and off highway travel. The Museum is open to the public, and posts
daily history articles at facebook.com/themoramuseum.org.
Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 6PM | Sat. 7AM – 5PM

4600 24th Ave., Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Tel: 810-385-6000 Fax: 810-385-1667
1777 Busha Hwy., Marysville, MI 48040
Tel: 810-364-6400 Fax: 810-364-1370
www.jones-equipment.com

Great Pricing

On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

FREEPIK.COM

Luella Bates – We must start with her, because her
story started with the FWD truck company that was being
originally researched. FWD (The Four-Wheel Drive Truck Company) out of
Clintonville, Wisconsin, was the first successful mass producer of 4x4 vehicles.
Their heavy commercial “Model B” truck was introduced in 1912, and by 1915,
they were being supplied to the war effort in Europe for WWI. Luella Bates
was hired into the company in 1918, and by 1920, she became the first of six
test driver/demonstrators to travel around showing off the capabilities of the
FWD truck. Soon, she was the only one of the six remaining, and she traveled
all over the U.S. as “Our Girl Driver” demonstrating how easy her truck was
to steer and use. Occasionally, she would travel with and demonstrate FWD’s
new Fire Apparatus trucks as well.
Throughout her travels, Luella learned every nut and bolt of her Model B,
and when repairs were necessary, she usually performed them herself, finding
local mechanics unfamiliar with the construction of the heavy machine. While
on a trip in Oklahoma, a flooded road prevented a meat packing plant from
getting materials across. Although the
local police warned her not to
attempt it, she used her
truck to move supplies
safely through the
flooded area, much
to
the
amazement
of onlookers. This
daredevil feat resulted
in
the
immediate
ordering of ten new
trucks, to which Ms.
Bates was rightly
given all credit for.
In January of 1920, Luella
Luella Bates driving a Model B, FWD truck, promotional photo
TRUCK DRIVER

794-5678 for garage door maintenance!
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

MICHIGAN RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE BACK TO WORK!!

As we continue through this unexpected and extraordinary
COVID-19 pandemic journey, after operating virtually and
remotely since the Governor’s Stay At Home Order was initially
issued on March 23, real estate was permitted to resume
some in-person activities beginning May 7, 2020.
Real estate agents can again show and visit properties in person and prospective
buyers can leave their homes to view a real estate listing by appointment. We are
taking appropriate safety measures that currently include encouraging the use of
masks and gloves, limitations on the number of people permitted on the premises at
one time, and appropriate social distancing. Open Houses are not currently permitted.
Until the May partial reopening, thanks to today’s technology, Realtors® were able
to continue to market properties using online resources and virtual tours. New listings
continued to be taken, transactions closed, and new deals were made. More serious
buyers were still in the market. The numbers of new listings, contracts, and sales, of
course, were down significantly across the board.
Interestingly, while limited to “virtual marketing”, we noticed large numbers of people
actively viewing listings online during this period. Maybe because they had more time
on their hands, maybe because they noticed they needed more room with everyone
home, or maybe they just want to move – who knows.
We are glad to be back in-person and happy to report that there is still a healthy
appetite for residential real estate. We expect there is a lot of pent-up demand and that
we will see progressive, increasing activity as we continue to ramp up work activities
again, people get comfortable going out again, and we all can fully get back to business.

June 2020

MARKET MATTERS – WHAT'S NEXT?

The full effect of this pandemic and our efforts and methods to
control it on our 2020 housing market is still unknown and difficult
to predict. We do know that there was no economic precursor to our
2020 economic shutdown. People who have been unable to work want to get back to
work and we are increasingly doing so. People still have needs and wants to move for
many and varied reasons. Timetables, desires, and abilities to make moves may have
changed due to our unusual circumstances.
Our Michigan residential market was strong going into March, although the supply of
homes on the market was lower than desired to meet demand. April residential real
estate sales numbers in all categories were down sharply. We expect to see a rebound
over the next months and relatively stable or slightly rising prices continuing through
to fall.
With the lower supply of houses currently on the market, if you want to sell your
house and make a move, we recommend listing sooner rather than later. In most price
ranges, we remain in a Sellers’ market and we expect that to continue.
Mortgage rates continue to be historically low (we have even seen some less than 3%
on a 30-year loan), which is good for buyers, and this will be helpful to the real estate
market as we get back on track. For those not interested in selling now, it may make
sense to explore mortgage refinancing at these low rates.
Lenders have become a bit more cautious. There are some restrictions on closings
for people who have been temporarily laid off, and while mortgage underwriting
continues, closing may not be possible for some buyers if they have not yet returned
to work. It is also especially important for potential buyers to keep their credit ratings
strong – if you are having any difficulty making payments, please be sure to contact
your creditor(s) to make payment arrangements with them.
National Association of Realtors® Chief Economist, Lawrence Yun, recently said:
“After a pause, home sellers are gearing up to list their properties with the reopening
of the economy. Plenty of buyers also appear ready to take advantage of record-low
mortgage rates and the stability that comes with these locked-in monthly payments
into future years."
We agree.

Your Real Estate Connection!
PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE #1 COLDWELL BANKER IN MICHIGAN

DON ALCORN, GRI & BARBARA ALCORN, GRI
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel Real Estate
45200 Card Rd., Suite 101, Macomb, MI 48044

810.278.6654 | dalcorn@cbwm.com
810.278.6655 | balcorn@cbwm.com

Specializing in residential real estate in St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes.
A team in more ways than one, Don Alcorn and his wife, Barbara Mueller, brought their varied
backgrounds and experiences together to create a dynamic force to help you with your real estate needs.
Don’s first career was in radio broadcasting – Don’s radio career spanned 30 years. He worked as an on-air personality in the Detroit
market. Beginning at WIBM in Jackson, he moved on to WHFI in Birmingham in the ’60s, to WPON in Pontiac, and then to WOMC,
WDEE, and WCZY in Detroit, and CKLW and CKWW in Windsor in the ’90s. He was also program director of WBRB in Mt. Clemens. Don
is an Eagle Scout, Cass Tech Grad, and 32nd Degree Mason. Don attended University of Michigan and Wayne State Universities.
Barbara’s background is in insurance – Barbara spent 25 years with Maccabees Life Insurance Company including two years as Vice
President of Disability Insurance, 15 years as head of its Life, Health and Disability Claims Operations and five years as head of its
Disability Underwriting Operation. In 1994, she opened her own consulting business, and she has had consulting and expert witness
engagements across the US, in Canada, and Australia. She earned her BSBA from Lawrence Tech and her MBA from Michigan State.

From broadcasting and insurance to now serving all your real estate needs. Whether you're buying a new house or
selling one, first-time or seasoned buyer, relocating to or from this area, let us be your real estate resource. We would
love to work with you.
We specialize in waterfront and golf community properties. Uniquely qualified to help buyers and sellers interested in properties with
breakwalls and boat hoists, as well as golf course locations, we also have expertise in smaller or more rural communities and can help
buyers with interests and issues ranging from farmland, to well and septic, to ordinances regarding hoofed animals.
CBWM is a primary broker for Cartus Services and we are members of the CBWM Relocation “A Team”. This means access to more
potential buyers if you are selling, and, if you are buying, is an indication of our experience and demonstrated service to the home buying
sector. As relocation specialists, we work often with current or former military personnel. As members of an international network, we can
assist you, your family or friends – anyone you know who is relocating – whether they are moving around the world or around the block.
Let us be your relocation resource.

MYREALESTATERESOURCE.COM | WEDELIVERTHERIVER.COM | THISHOMEISFOREYOU.COM

FEATURED LISTINGS

Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
49 GOLFSIDE, ST. CLAIR TWP. | HTTP://49GOLFSIDEDR.CBWM.COM

GOLFSIDE @ ST. CLAIR GOLF CLUB | 3 BEDROOMS | 3.1 BATHS
2,795 SF | .89 ACRES | ON 11TH FAIRWAY | FINISHED LOWER LEVEL

6661 RIVER RD., MARINE CITY | HTTP://6661RIVERRD.CBWM.COM

ST. CLAIR RIVERFRONT | 4 BEDROOMS | 2.1 BATHS | 2,487 SF
1.5 ACRES | 113’ RIVER FRONTAGE | FURNISHINGS OPTIONAL

CALL US WITH YOUR QUESTIONS OR TO ARRANGE A PRIVATE SHOWING
ON THESE OR OTHER LISTINGS. 810.278.6655 | 810.278.6654
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Get Kinetico’s Best Combo For Less!
A Premier Softener &
K5 Reverse Osmosis will...
• Come with a 10-year warranty
• Completely non-electric

500
Off!

$

• Provide you with soft, lovable water
• Taste better than bottled drinking water

Francek Water Conditioning

Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

800-848-5150 www.fwch2o.com
Call for a free water test!

Expires June 30, 2020

SAFE, CLEAN ENVIRONMENT

CottageLiving

Used Car Sales Manager

1998 BMW Z3 $

Sales Specialist

5,555*

CONVERTIBLE
SUMMER FUN!

By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

So many thoughts are going through my mind as I sit down to write my column. My
main focus is the love I have for being lucky enough to have a little place to travel
leisurely to. The world has been chaotic and turned upside down since I wrote my
last article.
I did have some time to head north and enjoy the spring opening on my place
for a while until the freedom to travel was suspended. I’ve usually been the type
of person to comply with rules, not cause any waves, and most of the time go with
the flow to avoid conflict. But I have to say the ban to travel to our second homes
was a tough one for me – real tough. I am glad that only lasted two weekends as
it shouldn’t have been in place in the first place. I just could not grasp the idea of
not being able to take the drive north and stay at the cabin when I chose to. But I
adapted. I had to.
With the uncertainty and craziness going on all around us, my cottage is the place
that keeps me grounded, feeling safe and at peace.
The term “happy place” is overused and cliché. My last article I wrote about
creating and finding peace anywhere we go; I still do believe that. But there is
something different about my cottage.
Spring plans of opening the place up, turning on the water and beginning a new
summer cottage season were quiet and maybe a little uneventful, but I still enjoyed
every minute and had my usual excitement going on. So I chose to seek out the
spring beauty as the flowers poked through the ground, the grass was greening
up and the birds were singing in full force. That is what I focused on. I was very
happy that my cottage didn’t have any issues with any pipe leaks or hot water tank
problems!
This world has changed; unfortunately friends and acquaintances we used to see
and gather with are now spoken to from a distance. So with this crazy world as it is,
I still remain focused on the positive side of a hot summer near the lake.
I do believe that we will get back to our daily routines at some point and remain
steady in playing our part to overcome what has happened in the world a little at a
time. We all have different opinions and theories as to what is really happening in
our world and time will tell what our next new normal will be like.
The TV news and social media can wreak havoc on our minds, thoughts and
opinions. Now I know why I refuse to subscribe to cable at my cottage; it’s just not
the place for craziness or world chaos. There is no place for that worldly noise, fear
and strife in my cottage. It’s my place of peace and calm in an uncertain storm. I am
grateful I have that little place I can safely call my own. I will travel north as often as
I can now. Stay safe and healthy ThumbPrint News Readers!

A dad is someone who wants to catch
you when you fall. Instead he picks
you up, brushes you off and lets
you try again.
~Unknown

$

24,995*

2016 CHEVY

COLORADO

CREW-CAB Z71 LOW MILES

2018 FORD $

18,990*

ESCAPE SEL
LEATHER & MORE

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? NO PROBLEM.
GOOD CREDIT? RATES AS LOW AS 1.99%!
1200 S. CARNEY DR., ST. CLAIR, MI 48079
MON¤THU: 9AM-8PM | TUE¤WED¤FRI: 9AM-6PM
SAT: 10AM-2PM | SUN: CLOSED

(810) 637-5757
BILLMACDONALDFORD.NET

SERVICe | full detailing | accessories | tires
The Works

3995

4795 $

$

Tire Rotation • oil change • brake inspection
fluid top off • battery test • filter check
multi-point inspection • most cars up to 5 qts.
WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

6/30/2020

Get Your Vehicle Detailed

139

169

00 $

$

CARS

00

SUVS & VANS

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

6/30/2020

free multi-point inspection

3995

$

FRONT END ALIGNMENT

4995

$

4 WHEEL

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

6/30/2020

MEET
OR BEAT
COMPETITORS’ TIRE PRICES
MOST MAJOR BRANDS

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

6/30/2020
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We’ll be open for Father’s Day!
!
y
a
Y
Servin’ up most of yer favorites from our menu
and some homemade desserts too!

Reservations are a MUST and can be done online at
foxfirefixins.com/reservations or over the phone at
(810) 765-Y’ALL. Reserve your table as early as possible!
Parties must be 10 people or less.

11AM – 9PM
Dine-in and
outdoor seating!!
We will be open at
50% Capacity with
social distancing,
and groups of
10 or less.

Exciting changes have been made to our

Sittin' & Sippin' Shack!
including new fire pit booths

Seating in this area does have to follow the 6-foot
social distancing rule per group of 10 or less.

7200 RIVER ROAD, MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255) WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
‘

7 Days a Week

Mon - Thurs 12PM - 8PM
limited menu after 7PM

Reservations
are a MUST!
Takeout and
Delivery are also
both available.

Full Bar !
Fri - Sun 11AM - 9PM
limited menu after 8PM
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Pet Photo
Challenge

A while back, we started a new challenge: send
a photo of a favorite animal posing with
ThumbPrint News. Recently, we received the
photo below from Denise Robson of Richmond,
Michigan. Check out the sign below and to the
left to see what she had to say about the photo!

FREEPIK.COM

According to Wikipedia: the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel is a small spaniel
classed as a toy dog by The Kennel Club and the American Kennel Club, that
originated in the United Kingdom. Since 2000, it has grown in popularity in the
United States and ranks as the 19th most popular pure-breed in the United States.
SO, HOW MANY OF OUR READERS OUT THERE WOULD LIKE TO JOIN IN OUR ANIMAL CHALLENGE?
IT CAN BE ANY KIND OF PET OR, IF YOU CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN, A WILD ANIMAL.

LET’S SEE WHAT KIND OF A MENAGERIE WE CAN COME UP WITH.
We have featured dogs, cats, a fish and a bearded dragon so far,
and have more cats and more dogs and a hedge hog ready to be featured.

Please submit a good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a
few sentences about your photo. When your photo(s) appear in the paper, we will be sure to send
you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address with your submission.
If you need to submit via the postal service, please mail to the address on page 2 of this paper.
Enclose a SASE if you want your photo returned. Thank you.
ThumbPrint News has
been traveling the world
ever since its beginning ten
years ago. In just that short
time, our faithful readers
have taken our paper with
them to all fifty United States
and to all seven continents,
photographing
themselves
in
front of points of interest in those
places. It has been and continues
to be an armchair tour of the world!
If you’re planning a trip for business or pleasure, please consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and
photographing yourself holding it at a point of interest for that location. Please submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a paragraph about your trip. When your photo or photos appear in the paper,
we will be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address with your submission.
TPN Travels
8061 Marsh Rd.
Clay, MI 48001
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Seizure
Disorders
in Dogs


      




 

Submissions can also be mailed!
Be sure to include a self-address,
stamped envelope to ensure
your photo will be returned.

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

We look forward to seeing your pictures!
~ ThumbPrint News Staff

When my father didn’t have
my hand, he had my back.
~ Linda Poindexter

By Dr. DiBenedetto, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Seizures are some of the most terrifying scenes a pet owner can witness. Epileptic
episodes are quite common in dogs and can be seen more often in certain breeds of
dogs than in others. For unknown reasons, seizures in cats are rare. When seen in a cat,
epileptic episodes may have more serious underlying mechanisms than when present in
dogs. Let us explore this disorder a bit and we will gain a better understanding of just
what is going on during an epileptic episode.
A seizure is the involuntary contraction of skeletal muscles that attach to bones and
allow the body to move. Smooth muscles that do not attach to bone are likely unaffected
during a seizure. These smooth muscles reside mainly in the intestinal tract, blood
vessels and specialized organ tissues. The heart muscle is different from both skeletal
muscle or smooth muscle and is not affected by a seizure.
Seizures result from abnormal electrical activity in the brain. Researchers believe that
there is a spot or area in the brain (referred to as a locus) of abnormal or damaged brain
nerve tissue. This tiny area may be of no consequence 99.9 percent of the time, but for
many different reasons that are not always identified, this tiny locus of abnormal nerve
tissue decides to start firing off signals in the brain. Those renegade nerve firings trigger
other neighboring nerve cells to do the same. This starts a cascade of nerve firings that
spreads out from those renegade cells and soon the electrical harmony of the brain and
nervous system is upset. What creates those little renegade bundles of nerves? This
abnormal activity is thought to be brought on by many factors, such as tumors, blood
clots, damaged brain tissue or scar tissue from previous trauma, chemical imbalances,
such as low blood sugar or nerve stimulating drugs, toxins and /or poisonings. However,
in many cases the exact mechanism is not identified, and the seizures are classified
as idiopathic, meaning there is no known cause. Idiopathic seizure disorder is called
epilepsy.
What can trigger a seizure? Some patients tend to seizure during periods of excitability.
Often, an owner will state that their pet seizures while playing ball or when the children
return home from school. Some patients have been known to seizure while sleeping.
Strobe lights or sudden noises can sometimes cause seizure activity. Please do not
confuse seizures with dreaming, where it is common for the patient to bark or shake
while sleeping. A dreaming patient can be woken up, but a seizing patient cannot. If you
happen to witness a seizure, there is not much you can do at home to get it under control.
Try to remove any objects from the immediate area that the dog may bump in to and
injure itself. Do not try to open the dog’s mouth to pull the tongue out. Although it can
happen, it is extremely rare for the dog to “swallow the tongue” and obstruct the airway.
They can, however, bite you and not even know they are doing it.
If you observe closely, you can often recognize three phases to a seizure. Phase one
is the pre-seizure phase. This occurs just minutes before the seizure begins. It consists
of symptoms like restlessness, pacing, they may seek affection or comforting from you
or sometimes salivate, whine or hide. Phase two is the active seizure phase called ictus.
This stage generally lasts less than 3 minutes. It may be helpful to gently talk to the dog
and to try to make the dog comfortable during the seizure activity by rolling them onto a
blanket or padded mat. If you try to pick the dog up, you will need to be careful because
the dog will be thrashing about and you likely will lose your grip and drop the dog.
Phase three is known as the post-ictal or recovery phase. Your pet may seem disoriented,
uncoordinated, confused, frightened, and occasionally may be temporarily blind. This
may last 15-20 minutes or more.
You should contact your veterinarian and seek advice on how to proceed following
a seizure. If this is your pet’s first seizure, they will likely recommend that your pet
be examined and perform diagnostics to try and identify a cause of the seizures. If no
treatable cause is found, then you should start a log of your pet’s seizures so that if a
pattern to the seizures develops, your veterinarian will then be able to instruct you on
initiating medications to help control the seizures. Know, however, that most seizure
disorders cannot be cured, just controlled with medications, and that many patients
continue to have a good quality of life.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you
can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

Page 14		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!

June 2020

June 2020		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)
While it can’t be said who the
biological father of John
Dahlinger is because,
as far as anyone
knows, a DNA test
has never been
conducted, some
interesting events
took place right after
his birth. One of the
first things Ford did
Ford Fair Lane Estate (contributed by Parkerdr)
was gift the new family 150 acres just down
the Rouge River from his personal estate, Fair Lane Estate. He then proceeded
to build them an extensive estate adorned with an array of buildings in the
1920s, which became known as the Dahlinger Estate. What resulted from the
construction was a massive Tudor-style home with nearly everything imaginable,
including eight bathrooms, nine fireplaces, servants’ quarters and a fur storage
that was refrigerated.
Located throughout the
sprawling estate was a
blacksmith shop, numerous
barns, a gatehouse, a lake
house, two horse racetracks,
a greenhouse, a boathouse,
barn house and a gardeners’
house. The entire property
was sold to the Dahlingers
for $1, and since Evangeline
Dahlinger Estate (contributed by www.retrokimmer.com)
had Henry’s workers on call
to do whatever she wanted, changes to the layout were constant – walls were
torn down to move them a foot in either direction and one change even required
all of the air ducts to be torn out and completely reconfigured. It is also
interesting to note that
not only did Henry take
care of Evangeline’s
two brothers and mom
financially, but he also
added the Cote Motor
Company to Ford
just after the birth of
John Dahlinger, whose
owners were related to
Evangeline.
One well-known fact
about Henry Ford was
that he had an obsession
with tunnels, hidden
rooms and escape
routes – he had escape
Overhead image of Dahlinger Estate (contributed by www.retrokimmer.com)

DEARBORN

Continued from Page 1

794-5678 for mosquito treatments!
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plans so he wouldn’t get cornered in his office and many rumors include an
underground passage from the Rouge Plant leading to the engineering lab at
the Proving Grounds before splitting off to his Fair Lane estate and the Henry
Ford Museum. Interestingly, when work was taking place on the Dahlinger
Estate, a secret stairway was constructed that led right up to Evangeline’s
bedroom through a hidden door. In an autobiography written by Ford’s alleged
illegitimate son in 1978, titled The Secret Life of Henry Ford, John Dahlinger
spoke of the hidden entryway, also stating that he’s not even sure if his father,
Ray, was aware it was being installed.
Rumor has it that Henry Ford would ride his bike or drive his boat down
the Rouge River to the Dahlinger Estate where he could slip in and out of the
hidden tunnel without being seen. When his boat was used, a boathouse was
situated on the Rouge River that was nearly unnoticeable from most angles and
constructed completely out of field stone. Evangeline remained particularly
close with Ford throughout the remainder of his life, but after his passing she
was forced out of the company – after the passing of Ford’s wife, Clara, Ray
Dahlinger was also let go from Ford Motor Company. While the Ford family
has openly denied any genetic relation between Henry and John Dahlinger,
some things from John’s childhood seem out of the ordinary for a child that
isn’t family. On his seventh birthday it is said that Ford gifted him the winning
Indy 500 car – not a model, but the actual car that drove across the finish line.
When it was time for John to start his education, he attended a school that was
built by Henry and he was even allowed to use the same desk that Ford used
when he was in school. John owned a popular jazz bar in Detroit called Cliff
Bell’s beginning in the 1950s and continuing up until his passing in the 1970s,
but never received any inheritance from the Ford family he was supposedly
promised.
While we may never know for certain if John Dahlinger was truly Henry
Ford’s illegitimate son, the relationship between the two seemed to have an
interesting dynamic. The Dahlinger Estate is still standing today along the
Rouge River and sections of the boathouse believed to be used by Henry
himself can still be seen today, even though they have seen better days.

AFFORDABLE LUXURY

25 % OFF
Labor and Materials

START TO FINISH
TOTAL BATH
REMODELING

7210 Lakeshore Rd.
Lakeport, MI 48059
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

POOL & SPA
ars ~ Licensed and Insu
47 Ye
re d

Temporary Limited Hours
Mon., Wed. & Sat.
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

For updates & info visit
Facebook.com/lenspoolandspa

See store for details. Expires 6/30/2020

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB
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Architectural Color Design

and Decorating

Applications Overview and Benefits
By Christian Winters and Friends, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Spring and summer 2020 are here. Are you contemplating painting, renovation and
restoration work on your home? I remember helping a friend paint theirs, wondering
what it would be like to use more than three colors. I never imagined I would soon
see some of the world’s most colorful, decorative homes and
buildings.
During my first walk into a San Francisco neighborhood,
a scent of eucalyptus blossoms permeated the air. I marveled
at the sight of Victorian era homes and buildings structurally
painted with diverse, multi-colored arrangements. This
style later became known as Victorian “Painted Ladies” in a
series of books defining “the colorist movement", though the
benefits of multi-colored homes were visually evident well
before there were academic and government-funded studies.
Once settled, I artfully painted a home highlighting its
unique split-level façade with A-frame roofline, angled bay
and recessed entry. The results caught the attention of an art
restorer and a service professional at opposite ends of that block. After painting their
homes, I was contacted and introduced to other property owners, painters and noted
color designers – such as Butch Kardum, a colorist
movement originator, and quality advocate Bruce
Nelson from the company “Local Color” – working
on different projects.
As an artist-in-residence I could study up-close “Dr.
Color” Bob Buckter’s decorative science at will and
team with Richard Murphy and his popular painting
style for Adobe and Post-Victorian era homes. I
learned that client and professional collaborations
extended benefits to all.
Returning to my then home state of Pennsylvania,
I brought back the art. As in California, public notice
and interest occurred with varied professionals and
property owners at numerous locations with multiple
building styles, and color designs painted – urban,
brick, Victorian homes and buildings, suburban and rural cottages, bungalows, prairie,
ranch styles and more. Sometimes a cleanup, touchup and thoughtful color additions in
the right places effectively enhanced a home or store façade. It was a shared delight with
owners and the public to see revealed building character under-stated or glossed over
in previous paintings. (It is suggested Michigan
has little interest in multi-color, but it too has a rich
architectural history.)
Interiors can be accented with well-placed color
as in the recess of a baseboard. Impressive can be
wall and ceiling colors arranged to harmonize the
living space to an occupant’s sense of personality.
Atmosphere and ambiance can be creatively
affected by photo murals, lighting or other devices.
Color crafting is a quiet art. Outstanding
samples from basic to complex can be viewed
online. Fortunately, a color designer can simplify
arrangements and applications for painting. Color
selections are responsive to owner or occupant
color preferences combined with structural,
environment and exposure analysis to create

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Over 100 different floor plans or customize your own home!
• One Contractor from Start to Finish

the right “feel” in addition to an impressionable,
enduring appearance.
Color design benefits are that property owners
have an opportunity to express their preferences
and tastes to elevate curb appeal and property value.
Neighborhoods enjoy, as one publication cited, a
“Gift to the Streets”. It is not uncommon after one
is done to soon see other multi-color works nearby.
Commercial site owners and property managers are
typically appreciative of color designs generating
public attraction. Painters often experience a
connection with onlookers who validate their efforts. Periodically people comment or
leave a contact note as a testament to valued outcomes.
To see Victorian “Painted Ladies” examples, on the internet search the term or use
Google maps to “street browse” Alamo Square or Duboce Park areas in San Francisco,
California. Or use the map to virtual walk closer to homes in Grand Rapids’ Heritage
Hill, Michigan. An internet exploration of “architectural color design” images can be
informative.
Perhaps you, your painter and/or decorator designer may have some ideas to blossom
forth this season! Happy spring and summer!
Suggested internet reading by title and author:
• Reasons to Use a Color Consultant for a Paint Project – by Arizona Painting Company
• Meet Dr. Color: How Bob Buckter Repainted San Francisco – by Ben Zotto
• 268 Best Historic Homes of Grand Rapids images – Pinterest
• Placing Color: Architectural Color & Façade Improvement Programs in Commercial
Corridor Revitalization in Philadelphia – by Erica Janine Maust
• Color in Architecture, is it Just an Aesthetic Value or a True Human Need? – by Ahmed
Radwan
Editor’s note: Christian Winters is an architectural color designer and workplace
knowledge and skills developer with digital presence at SkillCrafters.com and Linkedin
www.linkedin.com/in/csw-skillcrafters. For more information: (810) 643-1334,
csw@skillscrafters.com.
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Opossum
Raccoons
Groundhogs
Skunks and More

&REMOVAL

Have you been hearing noises coming from your attic, wall
voids, crawl space or under your deck, shed or porch? An unsettling
scratching, scurrying or squeaking? It’s very possible some new
residents have moved in without your consent!
This is the time of year when we see more raccoons, opossums, groundhogs
and skunks running around outside, and when we're not looking, they are
sneaking into our homes. Just like us, they all need food and shelter to survive
some place away from predators and a safe place for their babies. Your attic, wall
voids and crawlspaces make excellent safe havens for these critters, but they are
unruly tenants and you can expect some sort of damage, or worse.
These animals are incredibly smart and can find their way into homes through
the smallest and most unlikely of openings. Common entrances are loose flashing
or siding, vents, the openings under eaves and soffits and even down chimneys.
An effective way to deter animals from taking up residence in your home is to
keep your yard clean. You should do your best to eliminate all obvious sources
of food and shelter. Remove all garbage, debris and wood piles from around your
home and property. If a raccoon, opossum, groundhog or skunk has a reason to
be in your yard, they’ll be more likely to want to set up permanent lodging. The
best way to help prevent a home invasion is to seal and cover any openings on
the house with things like hardware cloth, steel wool, screening, sheet metal,
caulk and expandable foam.
However, if you haven't yet had the chance to take these precautions and find
that one or more of these animals has already taken up residence, there is a
good chance some damage has begun. It is their nature to move and to ruin
insulation, chew on wiring and leave droppings everywhere. Aside from that,
they are disease carriers and can transmit those diseases to humans. This is why
caution is needed when trying to remove them from your home.
The most humane way to deal with these critters is to set up a live trap and
relocate the animal. It is also important not to seal up any openings until you
are sure the animal(s) have been removed. Using a live trap will allow you to
safely get them out of the house and relocated to the great outdoors. Once you
are certain they are all out, you can proceed with sealing up any points of entry
you’ve discovered. Remember, if you do use a live trap, it needs to be checked a
couple times a day to see if you’ve caught anything. You do not want the animal

in the cage suffering for days. You also need to be aware of the possibility of
babies! Spring is when these animals are having their offspring. If you remove
the mother from the home without finding the babies, they will end up dying
somewhere inside your home, not only creating an awful stench but also the
need to search out and remove the carcasses.
ABC Home & Commercial Services always uses live traps and performs
humane release. We will not harm or kill the animal(s). Whether you have a
squirrel, opossum, skunk, raccoon or groundhog, etc., ABC wildlife specialists
will know exactly how to handle the situation safely and humanely for all
involved! Once removed, ABC can locate how the animal(s) were getting in
and seal up those areas to prevent other critters from getting inside. If you’ve
heard those unsettling noises, call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
(810) 794-5678 to set up an inspection and get the removal process started.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be
entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! For the
new year, we will draw one lucky winner on December
13, 2020, out of all our monthly winners.
For our April contest, we asked our readers to identify
what the item to the left is and for what it is used. Of
all of those submitting the correct answer, Lawrence
VanOverbeke of Clinton Township, Michigan, was
randomly chosen and will be entered into the year-end
drawing. Lawrence identified the object as an antique

magnifier for reading maps or markings on coins.
Here is a cool fact about maps (taken from craftoak.com/inspirations/5-cool-andcurious-facts-about-maps): Maps may have fake towns (also know as paper towns)
embedded in them! Cartographers have been using this trick for centuries...the idea
is to ensure that painstakingly drawn maps do not end up being counterfeited and
counterfeiters don’t end up profiting through copyright
infringement. Mapmakers may also introduce nonexistent
bends in rivers or paths and roads leading to nowhere. Agloe
is easily the most famous paper town in modern history.
Ostensibly located in upstate New York, this fictitious town
was created in the 1930s by the General Drafting Co. and
continued to appear in maps up to the 1990s.
For our June contest (we didn’t publish a May
edition), we are asking our readers to identify what
the item pictured to the right is and for what it is used.
Go to our website www.thumbprintnews.com if you
know the answer.
GOOD LUCK!

Humane
Release

Give Us A Call Today!

BEES
ABC

Licensed and Insured • abcbees@comcast.net • www.abcbees.com
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for free as a trial. In addition, if you find yourself unemployed, only apply
for unemployment benefits through official channels; otherwise your
personal information will be at risk

COVID-19 SCAMS

Melanie Duquesnel

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread, so does uncertainty and
fear: the two elements that con artists thrive on. During these stressful times,
Better Business Bureau ® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
recommends consumers to be especially alert to avoid falling for a scam.
It’s no secret that when a national emergency hits, so do scammers. These
con artists are putting new spins on old scams, taking advantage of people’s
vulnerabilities during this time. We understand that during a global pandemic
such as the novel coronavirus, tensions are high and guards may be down.
People are concerned with the state of their health, family, economy,
etc., but that’s why it’s important to take a pause and do your research.”
Below are the top six coronavirus scams along with tips to help identify,
and most importantly, avoid them.
1. Phony Cures and Fake Masks
BBB Scam Tracker has received numerous reports of people receiving
emails and messages claiming that, for a price, they can buy products
the government is supposedly keeping secret – ways to prevent or cure
coronavirus. Medical experts are working hard to find a coronavirus
vaccine, but none currently exists.
2. Phishing Scams
Several people are now working from home and con artists have stepped up
their phishing scams. They may claim to be from an official department
of their employer to offer IT support or claim the company issued
computer has a virus. They may use scare tactics, stating the computer
will crash if you don’t act immediately, all in an attempt to gain access to
your computer remotely, or to your personal or company’s information.
If you receive an unsolicited text or email from someone you don’t know
asking you to click on a link, don’t do it.
3. Government Impersonation
Another common phishing scam brought on by the coronavirus pandemic
is fake emails and text messages claiming the government needs you to
take an “online coronavirus test” by clicking a link they provide. No
such test currently exists, but if you click on the link, scammers can
download malware onto your computer and gain access to your sensitive
personal information. Do your homework. Even if a call or message
seems to come from an official source, research it before handing over
sensitive information, such as your name, address or banking information.
Remember, neither the government, nor any healthcare related agencies,
make unsolicited calls to individuals.
4. Employment Scams
Many people are looking for work online in the wake of coronavirus
shutdowns. Fraudsters find ways to take advantage of this by posting
phony work-from-home jobs promising remote work with good pay and
no interview required. These cons often use real company names and can
be very convincing.
After you are “hired”, the company may charge you upfront for “training”
You may need to provide your personal information and banking
information to run a credit check or set up direct deposit. You may
be “accidentally” overpaid with a fake check and asked to deposit the
check and wire back the difference. Or, you are asked to buy expensive
equipment and supplies to work at home. Con artists use job offers to
steal your identity or banking information, or complete complex tasks

5. Puppy Scams
Some families obeying stay-at-home orders have turned to the internet to
look for a pet, thinking they would have plenty of time to help the pet
adjust to its new surroundings. Many have come across scammers who
advertise on websites for animals that don't exist and are never shipped.
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has given scammers reasons to
ask for money or explain why they can’t see the pet in person before
heartbroken, would-be pet owners figure out they have been conned.
Don’t buy a pet without seeing it in person. If that isn't possible, conduct an
internet search of the picture of the pet you are considering. If the same
picture appears on multiple websites, its likely is a fraud. You also can
search for text from ads or testimonials, to see if the seller copied it from
another website. Don’t send money by Western Union, MoneyGram or
a gift card. These payment methods offer no recourse and no way to get
your money back if you are the victim of a fraud. Fraudsters may claim to
accept credit cards, but may steal your credit card information to use it in
other scams or inform you that payment didn’t go through and request the
payment via wire service or gift cards.
6. Shortage Scams (Price Gouging)
Supplies, such as hand sanitizer, face masks and toilet paper, are selling
out in stores across the U.S. and Canada. Scammers take advantage of
this situation and stockpile items in high demand. Then, they seek out
potential clients, online and in person, and sell the products at extremely
high prices. Price gouging is illegal and high demands for products can
lead to con artists selling products that are used, defective or otherwise
mishandled. In some cases, scammers will con people out of their money
by accepting payments for products that do not exist.
This has been an issue with face masks. Masks are sold out in most
local stores and major online sellers. Instead, consumers are turning to
unfamiliar online shops. Unfortunately, phony sellers abound. These fake
online retailers take shoppers’ money – as well as personal information –
and never deliver the masks. Anyone who suspects price gouging during a
declared state of emergency should report it to BBB.org/AdTruth.
For more consumer tips regarding COVID-19, see BBB.org/Coronavirus.
For more business tips, see BBB.org/Covid and BBB.org/SmallBusiness.
If you’ve spotted a scam (whether or not you’ve lost money), report it to
BBB.org/ScamTracker. Your report can help others avoid falling victim to scams.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO
Bureau® serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula,
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248)
www.bbb.org.

Thomas Paine, 1737-1809
English-born American
political activist

of the Better Business
which is a non-profit
practices in the local
education and dispute
223-9400 or by visiting

THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer
soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
from the service of their country; but he that stands by it
now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have
this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the
more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we
esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every thing
its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon
its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial
an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated.
			
~ Thomas Paine, The Crisis
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BIG or SMALL

Make Your
LET OUTDOOR SPACE
C
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Pest Free and
Comfortable for All

CALL TO SET UP TREATMENT TODAY!

MOSQUITOES

ANTS

LARVACIDE & ADULT INSECT TREATMENTS

INDOOR & OUTDOOR TREATMENTS
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Also ask about
Group Discounts
or Prepay Specials
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OFF
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BEES
ABC
ALL-SEASON CONTROL + 32 OTHER INSECTS

INDOOR & OUTDOOR TREATMENTS

Residential and Commercial

FOR NEW CUSTOMERS
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AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!
FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.
24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

All residential wiring

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

WITH
THIS AD

No job too small!

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!

Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899

CARTER
MECHANICAL

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

CHAIRS REGLUED • WICKER/CANE REPAIRS/REWOVEN
TOUCH-UP • WOOD MAINTENANCE • FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

586-839-1136
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

Anchor

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

Ed Bickley
(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

ADVERTISING MADE EASY
WITH

ThumbPrint
News

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

Benefits of Advertising With Us:

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS
★

Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650
OP
EN
24 H
K
OURS 7 DAYS A WEE
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Commercial & Residential

★

2 Great Locations!

Water Treatment for
Simply Awesome Water
FREE IN-HOME TESTING!

• Service & Install
• Financing
• Licensed & Insured

1•844•CARTERS

ur
Check Out Orea!
Coverage A

Shelly Konarski

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

We have great rates for monthly
advertising, set with the small to
medium business owner in mind.
• Issued in Six Counties
• Nearly 1,000 Drop Locations
• Appealing, Positive Content
• Free Graphic Design*
• Extended Shelf Life
• No Additional Charge for Color
• Current and Past Issues Free Online

Sanilac

Independent Distributor

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

®

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

Genesee Lapeer
Oakland

St. Clair
Macomb
Including
Harsens Island

*some restrictions apply

To find out more, call
(810) 794-2300 or visit
ThumbPrintNews.com!
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15 & UP

$
General
BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS. No

job too small. Rapid response and free
estimates. Serving the Thumb area for 30+
years. (800) 400-8941 or (810) 543-3899.
SEAWALL SPLASH GUARDS, 12" or 18"
professionally installed, fast service, free
estimates. Call (810) 824-2888.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the
convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair &
Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks
and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO sleeps six, low spring rates

starting at $1,224 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed heated
pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online
at gilliganscondo.com.

Wanted to Buy
WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp.
All 7 days.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD FARM
& SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay cash.
Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at
(248) 245-7845.

BUYING, SELLING AND BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or manual.
One machine
or entire plant.
Lathes, machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call
(586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!
By Rex Quinn,

Quinn
Quips
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

Flaky Fables - Weddings

A distant "relative" got married last month,
and we decided to attend. The town was only 200
miles away, and from our quick computer search
we discovered the community offered one motel.
I've always called this groom my cousin, but
he's actually not on either side of the family.
Fact is, he's been engaged so many times, I'm not
sure who's on his side, either.
Anyway, I packed my beautiful blue suit,
which is mildly iridescent. If the lights hit me
just right at night, I glow like a bug zapper at
a picnic.
When we got to the town, we drove to the motel first. The old guy who greeted
us was friendly, but he couldn't locate the key to our room. So, he showed us how
to pick the lock.
The room wasn't what we expected, and we had to share a bathroom with two
of the groomsmen. That was OK, but the mirror reflection was distorted, and I
accidentally shaved another guy.
The wedding was great, because the officiant was a ventriloquist. He did
both the bride's and groom's voices while they just mouthed the words. It was
hilarious, and when they kissed, he made this loud slurping noise.
Several guests told me it was the lousiest ceremony they'd ever seen, but I've
been to worse. I once went to the wedding of two waiters, and at the reception we
had to give them marriage tips.
www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FACEBOOK

CONTEST WINNER

KAREN JURKO
“I look forward to every publication!
Fascinating stories about our local history,
as well as news about current events in our
communities. Entertaining AND informative!
A perfect combination!”

THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM/SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY

THUMBPRINT NEWS IS NOW HIRING!
View ad on page 4 of this issue.

MAILED TO YOUR HOME!
Fill it out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

12 MONTHS FOR $30

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50

OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE

___ ISSUES FOR $___

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION
Cash
Check
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MONTH
YEAR

Page 22		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!

By Liv Anne Lern
Dear Liv,
I’m a smoker. Yes, I know, hardly
anyone wants to admit to that anymore
these days, but I’m saying it out loud.
I’m a good person. I’m a loving wife
and caring parent. I have a job that I
love and do very well. I have lots of
great friends, and I even go to church.
I say all of this because it seems like if
you’re a smoker, people automatically
think you’re some kind of a loser or
something. I’m not a loser: I just happen
to enjoy smoking a couple of cigarettes
throughout my busy and sometimes
stressful day. Unfortunately, I have a
situation that I don’t know what to do
about, and it has to do with smoking.
I live in a really nice neighborhood,
filled with really nice neighbors. Most
of the homes in our area have patios or
decks of some sort in their backyards.
Each year when the weather gets
nice enough, everyone scampers out
to the back end of the house to grill,
swim in their pools, or just hang out.
We get along with most everyone
in the neighborhood; however, the
new neighbors to the right of us have
a problem. They want my husband
and me to stop smoking in our own
backyard!
Although we use our deck year round,
(we don’t smoke in the house, so in the
winter we just open our sliding glass
doors and step outside), it’s become
an issue now that the warmer months
have arrived. These neighbors only
moved in about eight months ago, and
because they’re in their backyard now
as well, they constantly complain about
the smoke smell that drifts over from
our house. They’ve yelled out rude
comments about the smoke, they’ve
coughed really loudly, and complained
amongst themselves about how bad
the smoke smell is, and most recently
(and the reason I’m writing you today),
they’ve even left a note in our mailbox
asking us to please refrain from
smoking when they’re out in their yard.
This has got me on fire! Now, I’m
really sorry, but we have rights too! We
can’t control whether the wind blows
from the north, south, east or west.

We can’t help it if the smoke happens
to drift into their backyard. And we
shouldn’t have to quit smoking just
because they don’t like it. This simply
isn’t our problem. They do things I
don’t like either. For example, I don’t
appreciate it when they’re
grilling while I’m in the
middle of doing my
yoga exercises after
work. It makes me feel
sick to my stomach, yet
I’ve never yelled over to them to stop
making their dinner!
I don’t want to end up on some stupid
reality TV program where neighbors
battle out their problems. I just want
them to stop harassing us. I don’t feel
that my husband and I should have
to change how we live for these new
neighbors. We’ve done absolutely
nothing wrong. Please tell me the best
way to handle this before I burn up
inside!
Smokin’ Mad
Well Smokin’,
I’m really glad you decided to think
this over before acting on it, because
you’re right, whether on a reality
show or not, going to war with your
neighbors is never in anyone’s best
interest. These neighbors could be
living next to you for the rest of your
lives. Although it isn’t always the
case, it’s so nice when neighbors can
get along and share at least some kind
words and often much more than that.
So let’s discuss a solution that may put
out the smoke for your neighbors and
the fire in you!
If this was happening to me, I would
do a few things to try to calm things
down. First of all, I would purchase
one or maybe two small fans that
could be placed on the floor of your
patio, facing the opposite direction
of the house on your right. That way,
when someone smokes out there, the
fans would help to carry the smell up
and away. Secondly, I would get some
citronella candles. This would not only
make your backyard smell wonderful,
but it would also keep away those nasty
mosquitoes. Thirdly, I would find the
right moment (perhaps when the woman
of the house is outside watering the
flowers or getting the mail) to approach
the neighbor, and express that although
you are smokers (which you need not
apologize for), you’re making every
effort to redirect the smoke away from
their home. These actions represent
your willingness to make peace, and
will hopefully provide a new start for
all of you.

Now I know you’re the one making
all of the sacrifice here, but it may be a
small price to pay if it brings everyone
down off the ledge. I’ve seen people
do stuff like this before, and it usually
works quite well. In the end, it often
makes the ones who were overacting
feel a bit silly, and in turn, they want to
make things right too.
And according to your own
admission, you don’t seem to love the
“lingering” smoke smell either, hence
the reason you smoke on your back
patio year round. Finding a way to
understand how they might feel (even
though they went about it in a less than
kind way) is the first plan of action I
would take. Remember, we’re human
beings. We don’t always think things
through properly. It would have been
much better if the neighbors would
have approached you directly and asked
to work together to find a solution. But
they didn’t. Taking the “high road” and
resolving the issue in this manner will
make you feel good, and will allow you
to hold your head up high.
One more thing I would quickly like
to discuss, since you brought it up in
your letter, it’s the comment, “We have
rights too!” I absolutely agree. Yes
indeed, everyone has many, many rights
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in America, and that’s so fantastic. In
fact, that’s one of the main reasons
we live here. However, I just think we
ALL need to think more about how our
actions affect others in the daily choices
that we make. There are many examples
of what I’m referring to. There’s
smoking; there’s a screaming child in a
restaurant who doesn’t quit for an hour;
there’s extremely loud music coming
from a car or neighbor’s house; there’s
people using obscene language in a
grocery line where children are present
(nonetheless I’m in line too!). Yes,
we have the “right” to run our lives in
many ways…but I think we could all be
living healthier if we just thought about
how it MIGHT affect others. Now,
don’t get me wrong, I understand that
we can’t worry about every little thing
and what every single person thinks,
as there’s always going to be someone
out there who will complain about,
well, just about anything! Let’s just try
to step back and think – if for only a
moment – about how our actions affect
those around us.
Live and Learn
If you would like to ask Liv a question that
may be addressed in a future column, send a
short email to livannelern@gmail.com.

MADGE & WALDO

with Mrs. Wedbetter

Recently retired couple
(early 60's). Mrs. Wedbetter,
single lady about 15 years
older than Madge and
Waldo. She is constantly
competing with Waldo and
almost always gets the
best of him.
By Larry Rann,
Cartoonist from
St. Clair, Michigan

Oh Great Spirit who made all races,
look kindly upon the whole human family
and take away the arrogance and hatred
which separates us from our brothers.
Cherokee woman, 1900

Cherokee Prayer
Symbol : Great Spirit
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Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. - William Butler Yeats

disputatious

dis·pu·ta·tious [ \di-spyə-ˈtā-shəs \ ]

An adjective meaning being fond of or causing heated arguments. Ex: The taverns close
to the university are congenial hangouts for disputatious academics. First known use:
1660, from Latin verb disputare – meaning "to discuss."

ichthammol

ich·tham·mol [ˈik-thə-ˌmȯl \ ]

A noun meaning a brownish black, viscous tarry paste used as an antiseptic and
emollient, prepared from a distillate of bituminous schists by sulfonation followed
by neutralization with ammonia Ex: Ichthammol ointment is outstanding
for drawing out deep splinters and treating skin conditions such as eczema
and psoriasis. First known use: 1905–10; ichth(yo)-(from ichthyosulfonate)
+ amm(onium) + -ol

stultify

stul·ti·fy [ \ ˈstəltəˌfī \ ]

A verb meaning 1. cause to lose enthusiasm and initiative, especially as a result of
a tedious or restrictive routine. 2. cause (someone) to appear foolish or absurd. 3. to
allege or prove (onself or another) to be of unsound mind. Ex: Menial work can
stultify the mind. First known use: 1760–70; < Late Latin stultificāre, equivalent
to Latin stult(us) stupid + -i- -i- + -ficāre -fy
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Available in ADA, Standard
and Family Size Units!

Clean, well maintained, professional potty rentals for:

♦ Contractors
♦ Builders
♦ Plumbers
♦ Municipalities

♦ New Builds
♦ Remodels
♦ Festivals & Fairs
♦ Residential Events

CALL 810-794-5678 FOR ALL YOUR

PROFESSIONAL POTTY NEEDS!
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698
Compare at $1,298

1,298

Flexsteel Wallsaver Chair

Compare at $2,699

Flexsteel Sofa

1,898

$

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

Compare at $3,999

2,399

$

Compare at $4,999

Flexsteel Leather Power Reclining Sofa

Flexsteel Sectional

