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Protesting the United States’ involvement in war has been taking
place for nearly as long as the country has been in existence.
Although resistance from citizens over bloodshed has an
extensive history, this practice reached a historic high during
the outbreak of the Vietnam War. During this time, many young
men left the country for Canada to avoid the draft – this practice
greatly affected the Selective Service System, which controls the
draft for the armed forces. Up until the 1960s, it was less common
to publicly speak out against the American government, but with
a generation of college students starting to question authority, the
movement began gaining momentum.
One of the men who played a major role in the anti-war movement
was Thomas Emmet Hayden, who was born in Michigan, on
December 11, 1939. Hayden attended Dondero High School in

Royal Oak before furthering
his career at the University
of Michigan. While enrolled
in college, he created a group
in 1961 called Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS).
Shortly after, Hayden penned
the Port Huron Statement,
which discussed issues with
society in America – this document was presented at the UAW
retreat held in Port Huron. As a man who wasn’t afraid to stand
See ROYAL OAK Page 25
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CAPAC

By Alan Naldrett, ThumbPrint News Contributer

The first recorded settlement in the Capac area was an
Algonquin Indian village and “burying ground” which was
located about a mile north of the village. In 1852, a sawmill was
built in the area and a post office was established by the man
who operated the sawmill, Daniel Alverson. The post office was
called Pinery, for its location in a pine forest.
Two men, known as Barstow and Preston, had purchased
the land near the Indian village and built the sawmill. This
community, at first known as Preston Corners, soon came to have
a grist mill, several houses, a hotel and a match factory. When
in 1862, a fire burned down the sawmill, the land and sawmill
remains were purchased by John Downey, and the community
became known as Downey Corners.
William B. Preston was the postmaster when this St. Clair

County post office was transferred to and renamed Capac
on January 5, 1858, since Capac had become the dominant
community in the area. As Capac grew, Downey Corners
began to be referred to as “Upper Capac.” As “Lower
Capac” prospered, buildings from
the original settlement were moved
there and Upper Capac dwindled
away.
There was a stagecoach route
which delivered the mail before the
railroad came through and took over
the job. The stagecoach went to the
Armada settlement first, followed
by the Belle River settlement
(also known as Lesterville), on to
Berville and then to Capac.
Judge DeWitt C. Walker,
Judge DeWitt C. Walker named founder of Capac and the
Capac in 1857, when he came from
man who named it
Romeo, bought land, and platted
See CAPAC Page 15
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The Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Continental
Congress on July 4, 1776, over a year after the Revolutionary
War began. It was not until four days later, on July 8, that the
first public readings of the Declaration were held in Philadelphia.
In my mind, I can imagine the huge celebration that must have
taken place; however, that was not the case in many towns outside
of Philadelphia. Remember, during these times there was no
television, radio, airmail, email, Facebook nor other social media
to speed the news from one town to another. Many of the soldiers
fighting in the war had to wait days, or even weeks, to become
aware of this historic event. But, unfortunately, this was not to be
the end of fighting. The Revolutionary War would drag on for over
seven more years.
Approximately six months after the adoption of the Declaration
of Independence, my fourth great grandfather, Austin N. Smith,
would join the war efforts in Connecticut under Colonel Phillip B.
Bradley’s regiment. He was 23 years old at the time. Six months
later, on July 4, 1777, Philadelphia marked Independence Day
by adjourning Congress and celebrating with bonfires, bells and
fireworks. As Austin was in the midst of fighting the war, I can only
hope that he had some sort of relief that day from the everyday
stresses he was sure to be encountering.
Austin went on to spend the entire winter of 1777 – 78 under
the command of General George Washington at Valley Forge.
Nearly 2,000 soldiers died during that encampment of starvation,
disease, malnutrition or exposure. Austin must have been one
tough individual, as his Revolutionary War records show that he
never missed one day of duty during that time! The July 4, 1778,
celebration must have been more enjoyable for Austin, as George
Washington ordered a double allotment of rum for all of his soldiers!
Fortunately for me, Austin survived the war and went on to raise
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22 children, with the help of his first and second wives. Austin died
in 1846, and could never have perceived that a mere 15 years later,
his own grandson would be fighting in a war to preserve the unity of
the country he had fought so valiantly for as a young man.
Austin T. Smith, my third great uncle, who was named after his
grandfather, Austin Nathaniel Smith, was in Washington, D.C., on
July 4, 1861, with the 4th Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiment,
helping to defend the Union during the Civil War. In a letter that
he wrote home to his relatives, he describes going down to the
Potomac River for a swim and then back to his encampment for a
meal. Other parts of his letter (transcribed below by Linda GlazaHerrington, with spelling and grammatical errors just as Austin
wrote) give more insight to how he celebrated this Independence
Day:
…I saw President Lincoln and that is not much of a sight for his picture is
the best looking and then we went as we as was a going down town and
we met with an old revolutionary soldier and he was one hundred years
and five months old and he was so that he could walk with a cane and that
was a Hickory stick and he said that he would not walk with any other…

Austin then goes on to describe his “feast” for the holiday:

…I must tell you what we have to live upon and that is Sea biscuit and if
you never have seen anny you do not know any thing about them and for
fear that you have not I will tell you and I guess they are made of flower
and watter and Lignumvitta for hot coffee nor soup suds nor Been Soup
nor annyother kind of soup can soften them they are hard as brick and my
teeth are wore down clere to my gums and then we have soup and coffee
and plenty of meat so you see that we live first rate except for the Biscuit…

I find it touching that even with the dreaded “Sea biscuit”, Austin
still remained upbeat and wrote home that “we live first rate”.
Unfortunately, throughout most of the encampment, Austin was in
and out of hospitals with intestinal problems and died less than two
See LETTER Page 13
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CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
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SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.
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Noon - Cardboard Boat Races - Yale City Park
2 PM - Closing Ceremonies for the AVTT Vietnam Memorial Wall - Yale City Park
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By Patricia Cosner
Kubic
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Things
have
been
uncertain at my house
for a while. The air got
thick when Anna arrived. No, Anna is not an eccentric in-law; she is a three-year-old
calico kitty. After being surrendered, Anna spent time at two Humane Society locations
before being moved to the PetSmart store in Roseville where I met her. All that traumatic
upheaval is upsetting to an English-speaking three-year-old, and much more so to a young
thing who has no idea of why her owners gave her up and why she keeps getting moved
from one scary cage to another. Now, on top of all that, Anna is being forced to live with
two strangers and a tabby cat named Tiger.
Many people know that introducing a new cat to a home where another kitty has been
living is like being the one conservative invited to a dinner party filled with liberals; it’s
probably not going to end well. Despite unfavorable odds, it will always be my mission to
offer a permanent sanctuary to abandoned kitties. So, we are off to the races.
We are keeping Anna in a spare bedroom equipped with food, water, a make shift ensuite, plus new toys. Most importantly, there is a chair next to the screened-in window
so Anna can catch a breeze and check out the wildlife. Yes, that room is another cage; but
we’d like to think it’s the feline version of the Four Seasons.
It didn’t take long for Tiger to tell us he didn’t want a roommate. So, I attempted to
remind him that, back in the day, he was once rescued from those same safe cages at the
PetSmart store. He didn’t seem to understand my point, and that’s when I noticed the air
got thicker.
To keep the tension at a bearable level, we are very slowly introducing them by having
their food bowls on both sides of Anna’s door. We put Anna’s blanket in Tiger’s bed
and Tiger’s toys in Anna’s room. Soon, we let them have a peak through a very slightly
opened door. A “kitty hello” was not the first thing out of Tiger’s mouth when he saw
Anna for the first time. We know getting Anna and Tiger to find common ground won’t
be easy or fast.
So, little by little, we held our breath, letting the two kitties see each other through that
small opening. Every day, we had the two take a quick peak, with the high hopes that they
would eventually tolerate each other. But just like everybody else, previous experiences,
particularly scary memories, frame future reactions. And remembering that is essential.
And that’s when it dawned on me. There is one crucial technique that wasn’t listed
in the Humane Society brochures. The key to making our house a happy home of four
heartbeats is one thing: patience.
After every hiss, growl or raised paw, there must be patience. Getting ticked off does
nothing, and actually is disrespectful toward how hard this is for the two cats. But, that’s
the risky thing about being patient; it doesn’t always pay off. All of us have had to dig
deep to find our last ounce of patience when we are on the freeway, in line at Costco, or
trying to get an insurance claim processed. And try as we may to be the bigger, more
tolerant person, we might still get cut off in any of those situations.
So, the days have moved on and we’ve hit the one month mark with the cats. Things are
going well, but the end of our story is yet to be revealed. But, I have decided that even if
it doesn’t work out, that using patience to coat this situation was the right thing to do. It’s
always the thing to do because sometimes being patient really can get you the results your
eager heart wants. And, if it doesn’t, well, don’t worry; your efforts did not go to waste.
The next time you need an extra dose of patience, it will be easier to find it. And when you
use it, you might just notice the tension melting away.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

seems irrelevant at my little place. In
fact, I never think to glance at the clock,
unless I have a specific time to be
somewhere or I accidentally glance at
my phone. The evening is usually fueled
by friends, visits, a grill out, or a visit
to the local restaurants and a bonfire
somewhere in the vicinity – or a quiet
evening, which all suits me just fine.
The morning of the day I have to head
back to the city isn’t sad, but the thought
of getting ready to leave, packing the
car and cleaning up at times can hold
a wee bit of dread! I tend to envy my
neighbors that are on vacation and
get to stay for the week and enjoy their
places while I am heading south and
going to work the next day! I am not at
the place in my life yet that I can stay as
long as I want at my cabin, but it will be
here soon enough!
The weekends that I plan on heading
north make the work week go by a little
easier and faster with the anticipation of
a fun weekend coming up! So here’s to
a hot summer filled with fun, memories
and a chilly swim in Lake Huron!
Happy Summer ThumbPrint News
Readers!

I’m so happy to be enjoying my
favorite season of all – beautiful,
glorious summer! Most of my weekends
are spent in the Thumb area, with no
complaints here! Most of my summer
vacation days are planned around
heading up to the cottage. Otherwise,
sneaking in a three-day weekend can
be possible every now and again. I have
noticed that each day that I am up at
the cottage holds different feelings for
me, as silly as that sounds!
To give you an example, the trip
heading north is most likely on a Friday
after a day of work, so I am excited the
entire day knowing that I am packed
and ready to go as soon as the workday
is over. The drive up has me feeling
excited to be traveling up to my happy
place, whether I drive alone with my
dog, Daisey, or with friends or family.
I make a few stops for weekend items
and I stay geared up for the two-hour
ride.
Upon arrival, and the few minutes it
takes to unpack the car, I get that feeling
that this is exactly where I am supposed
to be. Upon opening
the front door, a
Matt Thompson
calm
excitement
Associate Broker
comes over me...the
weekend begins at
that very moment.
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In Childhood's
Happy Hours
Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer

Beginning this month, ThumbPrint News is starting a new column called
“In Childhood’s Happy Hours”. The material for the column was submitted
to us by Gerald Nyquist of Macomb, Michigan. Gerald sent the following
information, which will give the readers an idea of the type of column this
will be:
“The poems and accompanying photos, all from 1924, feature three
sisters: Eileen, Geraldine and Lucille (my mother). They can be identified
in the photos by their heights: Eileen, the oldest, is the tallest; Lucille, the
youngest, is the shortest; Geraldine is in-between in both age and height.
Lucille was seven years of age at the time the photos were shot. Eileen
and Geraldine were born in New Haven, Macomb County. Lucille was
born in New Baltimore, Macomb County. I was named Gerald after my
Aunt Geraldine because I was born on the day of her wedding, December
28, 1940.
The girls' parents were Frances and Adolph Reiter. Adolph for a time
ran the interurban railroad power house in New Baltimore, during which
time the family lived at 35955 Main Street in that city. The setting for the
poems and photos is their subsequent residence at 4695 Lenox Street on
the east side of Detroit. (Later, they farmed on Walker Road in Sanilac
County and retired to a home in Port Sanilac.) Their Lenox Street nextdoor neighbor shot photos of the girls at play and wrote the corresponding
poems. Unfortunately, his identity is lost to history.”
Geraldine (Reiter) Oliver (1915-2008) and Lucille (Reiter) Nyquist
(1916-2005) are buried in New Baltimore’s Oakwood Cemetery. Eileen
(Reiter) Nyquist (1913-1993) is buried in Troy’s White Chapel Cemetery.
There was a fourth sister, Patricia (Reiter) Albrecht (1925-2016), and two
additional siblings, Adolph and Irene, who died in infancy.
It was my thought that the poems could be published in ThumbPrint
News, one per issue.”

794-5678 if you have yellow jackets!
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GARDENING
The Reiter girls are useful ones,
We know they're Mother's joys.
When Mother wants the garden worked,
She turns them into boys.
A shovel serves to turn the soil,-No tractor need apply, Right through the job Eileen will plow
For the soil is light and dry.
Then Geraldine goes with a hoe
And chops up all the lumps,
And then Lucille comes with the rake
And levels down the bumps.
And when the heavy work is done,
And the soil is soft and fine,
They then are ready to make beds
And set out things in a line.
'Tis here you see a round flower bed,
With blooming plants so fine,
The gardeners feel that they're well paid
For the aches in hands and spine.
At last the gardeners' work is done,
It is time for them to play.
Into the wagon Toodles jumps
And there intends to stay.

Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint News the right to publish these poems
and photos. We will be printing them each month until we run out! However, they
will not necessarily be used in the order in which they were written.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of
an object, person or a place for our readers to identify.
If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons
submitting the correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person
will be randomly selected to be entered into
a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the
end of the year! On December 16, 2017, one
winner will be drawn out of all the monthly
winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our June contest, we asked our readers
to identify what the plant pictured to the left
is.
Of all of those submitting the correct
answer, Thomas Jackson of Clinton
Township, Michigan, was randomly chosen
to be entered into the year-end drawing.

Thomas identified that the above picture is a pitcher plant.
The pitcher plant contains a trap which traps its
prey and digests it for food. The trap contains a
fluid of the plant’s own production, which may be
watery or syrupy, and is used to drown its prey. The
lower part of the trap contains glands which absorb
nutrients from captured prey. Along the upper
inside part of the trap is a slick, waxy coating, which
makes the escape of its prey nearly impossible. Prey
usually consists of insects, but the largest species
may occasionally catch small vertebrates, such as rats
and lizards. There are even records of cultivated plants
trapping small birds.
For our July contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the object pictured to the right is and
for what it is used. Remember, go to the website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer. Good luck!

ABC
810-794-5678
Home &
Commercial
Services

STOP

bED BUGS
FROM
C R AW L I N g
INTO YOUR
BED
Licensed and Insured
abcbees.com ~ abcbees@comcast.net
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Alberta Bago

REALTOR
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TWIN MEDIA TANK
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Bay
Scuba
Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
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6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

COMPLETE LUBRICATION NEEDS FOR FARMING & TRUCKING

586-725-1991

American
Made Since
1911

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

Ed Shoobridge

67 Riley Center Rd.
Riley, MI 48041

810-392-7123
Cell: 810-300-0454
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24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access
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Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650
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WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

have your business seen
by Thousands of readers!
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30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
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SENIOR / VETERAN DISCOUNTS
QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH

GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!

Bicycle - Skateboard
Snowboard - Alpine & Nordic Ski

ALPINE CYCLES, INC.
726 Huron Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-9281 fax 810-985-4fun

alpine726@sbcglobal.net facebook.com/alpinecycles

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

(586) 725-7107
Ed Bickley

fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Highway
Fair Haven, MI 48023

!
e
r
e
h
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r
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storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
35214 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586-725-2878

anchorbaybicycleandfitness.com

Summer Tune Up
Starting at $60

ALGONAC

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

810-794-5517

ThumbPrint News
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

Never Miss an Issue!
Home Delivery
only $2 per issue

Subscribe NOW
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Doors •
Windows •
Screen Repair •
Shower Doors •
Insulated Glass •
Custom Mirrors •

NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS
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Gift Certificates Available!

We sell Schwinn, Trek,
Giant, Haro and GT
brands of bicycles
Repairs on All Makes!

ABC

ABC Home &
Commercial
Services will
provide a
treatment to kill
the entire colony,
greatly reducing
the chance of
problem colonies
next year and
providing a safe
and enjoyable
atmosphere in
your yard.

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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Help Wanted

AARP FOUNDATION, offers Paid
For Sale
HOUSE FOR SALE, by owner - Ray Twp.

2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 2 car detached garage
on 5 acres. Possibly commercial - on main
road. Possibly land contract. $169,900.
Call (586) 231-1955.

FOR SALE! YOU FINISH – BRICK
HOME, prime Macomb Twp. 80% of

renovations completed. Situated on (+/-)
2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th
bedroom or 3rd bathroom. You install
(new, already purchased): cherry kitchen
cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior
doors, trims, etc. Reduced by $10,000 to
$159,000 for quick sale.
Call (586) 306-9440.

For Rent

AFFORDABLE DUMPSTER
RENTALS. The best deal!
Call (810) 420-1356.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates
starting at $1,061 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Lapeer, Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north
of I-69. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Tile Work

TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new

installation for backsplash, floors and
bathrooms. Re-caulking showers and tubs.
HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For estimate call
Rick at (810) 599-4630.

14

$

Training to Low-Income Job-Seekers
age 55+. Training for clerical, customer
services, retail and maintenance workers.
Call (313) 964-4821.
LIBERTY TAX SERVICE, entrepreneurs
wanted to join the #1 non-food franchise!
No experience necessary. Low startup
cost. Call Jim at (810) 510-0706 or
ad.reeves@libtax.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening
positions available. Placed within 10
miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
WANTED. Experienced & own tools.

Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS, Foxfire Fixin's
Restaurant, located between Marine City
and Algonac, is hiring (front and back of
the house including managers, chefs,
cooks, line cooks, prep cooks, expeditors,
hosts/hostesses, servers and bartenders)
applicants 18+. Call (810) 614-8040 or
email résumé to FoxfireFixins@comcast.net.

Brick Pavers

BRICK PAVERS.

Repairs – Cleaning – Sealing.
Call for estimate. Rick at (810) 599-4630.
Handyman Services Available too.

Wanted

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

Auto Parts

Call Today!
( 810 ) 794-2300

Michigan Gardens

By Louise Allen, ThumbPrint News staff writer
Lovage is one of the old English herbs that was formerly cultivated in
the American Colonies, but is only seen occasionally in gardens today.
Yet, lovage is very easy to grow, and most parts of the plant are edible.
Lovage is eaten cooked or raw, and imparts a celery-like flavor to
whatever recipe it is added to. The leaves are used in soups, stocks,
flavored vinegars, pickles, stews and salads. In Italy, lovage is used with
oregano and garlic for tomato sauces. The seeds are sprinkled over salads and mashed
potatoes and are crushed for breads, pastries, biscuits and cheeses.
Lovage is a perennial plant in the parsley family and is very hardy. The thick, erect,
hollow stems grow three to four feet in height – sometimes even taller. The leaves and
stems when bruised give off a fragrance reminiscent of celery or angelica. Propagation is
by division of roots or by seeds. Rich, moist, but well-drained soil is required and a sunny
location. Leave enough room for the plant to grow, as
it will ultimately require about a six-foot by six-foot
square of soil to grow properly.
The leaves and seeds can be harvested at any time;
the stems should be harvested when young and tender
for the best flavor. (The stems make a great straw for
sipping Bloody Mary's!)
Many different recipes can be found on the internet
using lovage, and many different seed and plant
companies carry starter plants or seed.
Here is a recipe for Creamy Lovage Soup:
Ingredients
• 2 tablespoons butter
• 1 bunch green onions, (white
and light green parts, chopped)
• 1 medium yellow onion,
(peeled and chopped)
• 2 quarts chicken stock
• 3 medium Russet potatoes,
(peeled and chopped)
• 1 bunch (1 oz.) lovage leaves,
chopped fine)
• heavy cream, (to serve)

Wanted to Buy

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at
(248) 245-7845.

ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS.

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews

Visit www .T humb P rint N ews . com / drop - location - list
for a full list of where to pick up your next copy of ThumbPrint News!

Directions
1. Melt the butter in a heavy-bottomed stock
pot over medium-high heat. When it froths, reduce
the heat to medium and stir in green and yellow
onions. Fry until fragrant, about five minutes.
2. Pour in chicken stock and stir in chopped
potatoes. Simmer, covered, about thirty minutes
or until potatoes are tender. Stir in lovage and
simmer, covered, a further five or six minutes.
3. Remove from heat and blend with an
immersion blender until smooth. Season with
unrefined sea salt and freshly ground pepper. Stir
in a spoonful of heavy cream and serve.

Editor's Note: Poison hemlock is almost a twin plant to lovage. A way to spot the difference is the purplish
spots/stains on the stem of the hemlock. Every part of the hemlock plant is poisonous.

CALL for OEM Replacement auto parts.
Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors, patch
panels and much more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

July 2017

LOVAGE: An Herb for

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF
AUTO PARTS. Make Reichle your FIRST

Interested in vintage and antique Christmas
tree ornaments and decor items. If you
have just a few or if you have a lot, please
call (810) 614-8034.

25
& up

to learn about a magical event!

Call Now
& Ask
About Our
All-SeasonLong
Abatement
Program!

BEFORE
MOSQUITOES
DRIVE
YOU INSIDE

RECLAIM
YOUR
BACKYARD!

CALL for IMMEDIATE SERVICE

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)

This 4th of July, while you and your family celebrate our
Nation's birthday, send a military salute via greeting card to the
men and women in uniform who deploy overseas. It will mean
a great deal to those who fight and sacrifice for our Freedoms.

It’s Easy to Participate!

Bring or send your cards/letters and/or
donated care package items to:
St. Clair County Department of Veterans Affairs
200 Grand River Avenue, Suite 104
Port Huron, MI 48060
We will MAIL them to an adopted troop all month long!

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO
SCCVET.US/ADOPTAPLATOON

794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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Melanie Duquesnel
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Traveling is a great way to broaden your horizons and relax, but it
also comes with risks. In 2016, hundreds of travel/vacation scams were
reported to BBB Scam Tracker by consumers nationwide. More than
2,000 sweepstakes/prize scams were also reported, and many involved
winning “free” airfare, lodging, or cruises.
You want to gain memories during your summer vacation, not lose
money! Consider the following tips for a successful and stress-free
vacation:
Avoid scams. If you receive an unsolicited email or call claiming you’ve
won a free trip, it’s probably a scam. You’ll never have to pay to receive
a free prize. Avoid click-bait ads for cheap vacations. These may lead
you to fraudulent websites that will try to steal your personal or financial
information. It’s also important to watch out for fake rentals when trying
to find a place to stay. Phony landlords collect an advance deposit,
then avoid contact with renters, who may be left with nothing but a fake
reservation or a rental that doesn’t resemble the photos in the online
listing. Only deal with rental companies you can trust – look them up on
bbb.org first! Learn more at bbb.org/travelscam and bbb.org/rentalscam.
Do your research when renting a car. In 2016, consumers filed more
than 9,500 complaints against auto renting and leasing companies with
BBB. The leading causes of complaints were service and billing issues.
Make sure to get car rental estimates from a few different companies, and
do your homework. Look up companies on bbb.org to see their rating,
complaint history and reviews from past customers. Decide whether you
need to buy additional insurance, and ask if there are any extra fees. You
can find a BBB guide for renting a car at go.bbb.org/rentalcar.
Think about a travel agent. In 2016, consumers nationwide filed
around 7,000 complaints against travel agents and bureaus with BBB.
Common complaints involve difficulties getting refunds, poor customer
service and confusing contracts. Look up businesses at bbb.org before
making any decisions.
Be cautious when booking online. More than 2,300 of the complaints
that BBB received against travel agents and bureaus in 2016 concerned
online travel agencies, so be careful when purchasing a flight or hotel
through a third-party booking site. Do your research first and consider
using a trustworthy BBB Accredited Business. Double-check the URL,
look for a secure connection, use a credit card and watch out for toogood-to-be-true deals.
Safety first. Be careful connecting to public Wi-Fi, and never enter
personal or financial information while using it. It’s also best to wait to
post vacation pictures on social media until you return home, otherwise
potential thieves will know your house is empty. Make sure to lock up any
valuables in a safe when you’re not in your hotel room. Keep important
items, like your passport and wallet, close to your body while out and
about, and watch out for pickpockets.
Cross your t’s and dot your i’s. Be careful and pay attention to
details when you make any purchase or sign any contract – before or
during your trip! Read the fine print, ask about additional fees and get
everything in writing. Before leaving, verify all of your reservations for
lodging and activities by calling the hotel or company directly. Print out
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any confirmation emails and pages and take them with you in case you
run in to any issues and don’t have internet access. Always pay with a
credit card, as it offers more protection than debit and prepaid cards, and
let your bank know that you’re traveling beforehand.
Don’t automatically buy travel insurance. In case something goes
wrong, travel insurance may be helpful. It’s designed to reimburse you
if you have to cancel your trip. However, there are many different types
of plans that cover different things. Ask a lot of questions, read the fine
print, and do your research on bbb.org. According to Consumer Reports,
a BBB accredited charity, “coverage may be unnecessary if you already
have protection through homeowners, auto, life or health insurance...
credit card benefits and consumer protection laws also may help.”
Need more insights, assistance or advice? BBB is always here to help
24/7 at bbb.org or call us at (248) 223-9400 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Better Business Bureau Serving Detroit & Eastern Michigan is a nonprofit organization with the purpose of promoting trust in the marketplace
by assisting in the protection of consumers and businesses from fraud
and unethical business practices. In addition to its recognized dispute
resolution services, the BBB maintains business reviews on the customer
service history of more than 85,000 local businesses and provides
consumer education materials on numerous topics. BBB provides its
services free to the public and its service territory stretches across Eastern
Michigan from Ann Arbor through Metropolitan Detroit, Lansing, Flint,
upward to Alpena, and covers the entire Upper Peninsula of the state.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is
a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer
education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

to read online anytime!

1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-4535
Gourmet
meals
to go!

YOUR HOMETOWN, FULL SERVICE DELI

RIBFEST COMING SOON!

Check our website or facebook for more information and other extra specials.

WE’VE GOT
EVERYTHING
YOU NEED FOR
YOUR OUTDOOR
SUMMER PICNICS!
Ask About Our New

“Neiman’s Family
in town!
Best
Perks Program”
and Save!
Two -Foot Subs - Made Fresh Daily
Chicken Pot Pies •Fresh Family Salads WIDE VARIETY OF BOAR’S HEAD
MEATS & CHEESES!
Chicken Wings - (bone-in/boneless
)
5 flavors

neimansfamilymarket.com facebook.com/NeimansFamilyMarket

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Never Lose Power!

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

A Name You Can Trust

July 2017

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

1-800-400-8941
www.budgetgenerators.net
www.generac.com

Premier
Award-Winning
P WERPRO Dealer

SUMMER SPECIAL!

500
OFF

$

with

ALL SALE PRICES
BASIC INSTALL.

Previous sales excluded.

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

CALL FOR DETAILS.
TPN0717 Exp. 08/03/17
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
years later at the age of 22 of illness contracted during his service to
his country – only a couple days after being discharged. He never did
make it back to his family in Michigan.
In 1870, Independence Day was established as a holiday by Congress, and in 1938
Congress reaffirmed it as a paid holiday for federal employees. Today, small towns and
big cities alike mark this midsummer holiday with parades, firework displays, picnics and
outdoor barbecues. It is a time of celebration, as it should be. But, at the same time, it has
more of a personal meaning to me as I remember relatives who fought for the independence
we can now enjoy, and for those who fought to keep the Union together. Perhaps as I am
firing up the grill for friends and family to enjoy the wonderful smells and tastes of outdoor
barbecue, along with the side dishes of potato salad and baked beans, I will set out a platter
of sea biscuits – just to keep the holiday’s beginnings in perspective.

LETTER

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ticks!
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United Construction

Continued from Page 2

SpecialistininEnergy
EnergyEfficient,
Efficient,Custom
CustomModular
Modular&&Site-Built
Site-BuiltHomes
Homes
Specialist

Editor’s note: Austin refers to “Lignmvitta” as one of the ingredients in sea biscuits (also known as hardtack).
My research into what this ingredient is didn’t result in anything likely to be an ingredient in food. However,
lignum vitae refers to several species of hardwoods; perhaps Austin is meaning that it tasted as if wood had
been added because of its hardness.

Available with Basement or Crawl Space

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079
Boaters
Welcome

810-329-7118

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• We specialize in Energy Efficient Wood Foundations
• One Contractor from Start to Finish
• We also specialize in Home Remodels,
Additions, Pole Barns, Garages & Decks.

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!

‘

•

ThumbPrint News has been traveling all over the world! It
has been taken by our faithful readers to all seven
continents, many different countries, and to all of our 50
states!
This month William Easton took ThumbPrint News to
Iceland, a country that has not yet been featured. William
has contributed many articles to our newspaper, and we
thank him for this photo as well.
If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you anyplace in the
world and would like to share your picture(s) with our
readers, we would love to see them (even to states or
countries where the paper has already traveled). Please
send your pictures to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and
attach a good quality .jpg file of your photo or photos. We
would also appreciate a short paragraph telling us about the
place that you and ThumbPrint News traveled to. Be sure to
include your name and address so that we can send you a
complimentary copy of the paper if your photo is featured.
For those readers who still have photos which you sent to
us and which have not yet been featured, they will be in
2017, so keep reading ThumbPrint News – and watch for
your photos! We have quite a backlog right now, but
appreciate each and every photo and rest assured that we
will eventually use it.
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to learn about a magical event!

14-Week
Classes
Offered

The Master Gardener Class allows participants access to world-class gardening knowledge. The
MSU Extension Master Gardener Program connects gardeners across the state to MSU’s faculty
and resources. Participants have access to information generated at one of the nation’s top plant
science teaching and research universities and the chance to use that knowledge to improve their
communities and enrich their lives. Extension Master Gardener volunteers start by completing
a 14-session, practical training course grounded in universal research. The training consists of
approximately 45 hours of training, with classes in plant science, soil science, integrated pest
management, diagnostics, annuals and perennials, woody ornamentals, lawns, vegetables, small
fruit trees, household and nuisance pests, indoor plants and gardening practices to protect water
quality. Participants must commit to attend all the training classes and complete all (open book)
quizzes and final exam with an overall score of at least 80%. Missed classes (up to two) may be
made up by attending class lectures on the same topic offered in other locations.
After completing the training, Extension Master Gardener trainees must complete 40 hours
of approved horticulture-related service within one year to earn their MSU Extension Master
Gardener Certificate.
Tuition Assistance is available and registration is online. Please visit the website msue.anr.msu.edu
for more information and a full list of counties involved.
THE CLASSES WILL BE HELD IN THE FOLLOWING COUNTIES:
Lapeer County (Imlay City) | August 24, 2017 – December 7, 2017
Heritage Church – Imlay City Campus, 543 N. Cedar St. (M-24 & M-55), Imlay City, MI 48444
Jackie Delisi: (989) 751-0230 or delisija@msu.edu
Macomb County (Clinton Township) | August 15, 2017 – November 14, 2017
Verkuilen Building, 21885 Dunham Rd., Suite 12, Clinton Twp., MI 48036
Mary Gerstenberger: (586) 469-6085 or gerste10@anr.msu.edu
Oakland County (Novi) | August 29 2017 – December 5, 2017
MSU Tollgate Farm and Education Center, 28115 Meadowbrook Rd., Novi, MI 48377
Deirdre Hope: (734) 546-8657 or hopedeir@anr.msu.edu
Wayne County (Harper Woods) | August 22 2017 – December 5, 2017
Wayne County Community College District, University Center, 19305 Vernier, Harper Woods, MI 48225
Deirdre Hope: (734) 546-8657 or hopedeir@anr.msu.edu

Today’s Best Music
To Advertise With Us
Call Lisa

888-530-3426
WWW.FOXFM.COM
amber of Commerce Pre
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Presents

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Lamb Steele Park
Tuesdays in July - August at 7pm

SHOP, DINE AND SUPPORT
DOWNTOWN IMLAY CITY
www.icdda.com

July 21 & 22
Downtown Imlay City

810-724-1361
www.imlaycitymich.com

July 2017
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at (810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

CAPAC

the area. The name is for the Capac Depot in the early 1900s
head of a Peruvian line of
Incan emperors, Manco Cápac, who lived around
1000 A.D.
on
A large boon to the area was when Capac
became a stop, with a depot, on the Grand Trunk
Railroad in 1870. Towns in the 1800s needed
many elements to remain a viable settlement and
continue to grow. One of those elements was
transportation. When a Michigan town wasn’t on
a river or Great Lake, the railroad coming through The Capac Depot has been repurposed
was a huge benefit to the community’s need for into the Capac Historical Museum and
transportation. There were few roads, and the is known as one of the finest small town
roads that were there were inferior to anything museums in Michigan.
resembling a road today. In the very early days of the settlement, supplies were brought
by oxen from Romeo. Because of the poor roads and trails, this would often take two
days.
In 1867, a stave mill was opened in Capac. Staves were used to assemble cut timber
into barrels, which were used extensively for shipping and other purposes in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Further accelerating growth was when a sawmill, needed
to cut lumber for buildings, and a grist mill, needed to provide flour, were constructed.
In 1870, Capac’s railroad stop was expanded to Imlay City. The town’s growth
continued and in 1873, was officially incorporated as a village, with a village president
and six councilmen.
While the need for other businesses such as a general store seems obvious, hotels
were also important to a growing community. In a time when most travel was done by
horse and buggy down treacherous roads, it would often take a few days to transverse
Over 25 Years
a distance that today would take mere hours. Therefore, the traveler would need a
place to stay. A hotel also served as short-term, or even long-term housing for migrant
Experience
workers such as lumberjacks, farm laborers or miners.
Yale
Capac had many hotels in its history, the first being the French Hotel at the northeast Capac
corner of Main and Mill Streets. This hotel had been there before 1857, when Judge 810-395-9130
810-387-2133
Walker had purchased the land and platted a town. Philander Caswell purchased the
hotel in 1857, enlarged it, and named it the Northern Hotel.
The Northern Hotel was purchased in 1866, by Wesley Burt and later operated
by his brother James Burt. By 1899, the wooden
building was replaced by a brick structure known
alternatively as the Burt Hotel and as Hotel De Burt.
The properties then passed
through more owners,
reflected by name changes
to the Palmer House, and
Before this hotel was called the Jackson later the Jackson House.
House, it had three other names.
Early Capac settler
George Funstan founded a hotel along with a general store.
His hotel was at the southwest corner of Main and Mill
Street and named the National Hotel. The first Capac school
The majestic Rotunda
district was organized in this establishment in 1857. A. J. Allen was built in 1901 and
SUMMER HOURS
later operated this hotel for twenty years, from 1880 to 1900, as burned down in 1904.

CAPAC,
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Bonnie Lynn’s

Pet Salons

BUSINESS

Motel

Comfortable Beds, Microwave, Coffee Pot,
Refrigerator w/Freezer, Wifi, Basic Cable

Nightly & Weekly Rates, Pets Welcome
Walking Distance of Downtown Yale

Historical

810-395-7635
M-W-F
8AM - 5PM

T - Th

8AM - 7PM

SAT. - SUN.

OPEN MON - FRI 12PM - 3PM
SUN 1PM - 4PM | MAY - SEPT
“COME JOIN US”

INFO. 810-395-2859

CLOSED

TOWING
AVAILABLE

WWW.CAPACAUTOREPAIR.COM

11AM - 9PM
SUN
12NOON - 9PM

'R' KITCHEN CLOSES AT THE POSTED TIME,
BUT WE SERVE DESSERT SO LONG AS THE
WEATHER PERMITS & CROWDS DEMAND!

Book Your Room Today

810-387-2126
8280 N. Brockway Rd.
Brockway, Michigan 48097

MON - SAT

103 W. Mill St.
Capac, MI 48014
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FUN
FOOD
MADE
FRESH
& FAST!
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the New Western Hotel. In 1901, the hotel was sub-divided (literally), with some of it cabinet shop.” During Michigan’s lumber years of the mid-1800s, there were two large
becoming a residence on North Hunter Street. The rest was torn down and rebuilt as an lumberyards in Capac.
elaborate brick hotel named the Rotunda. This elegant building was unfortunately there
In 1898, Capac’s first cigar factory was opened at the later location of the Capac
for merely three years when it burned down in 1904. The property was vacant until Journal. The second one, opened in 1900, was one-half block west of Main Street on
1915, when the large business building, known the south side of Mill Street. Capac was the stogie capital of St. Clair County at the
as the Stiehr Block, was built on the site.
turn of the 20th century!
At the northwest corner of Main and Meier
The Durowood Corporation opened in 1925, and manufactured toilet seats
Streets, an establishment known as the Columbia – until the factory burned down in 1929. They rebuilt and reopened, and by 1935,
was built in the early were manufacturing refrigerator parts as Capac Plastics. During World War II, they
1900s. Later it was manufactured liners for Army helmets as Capac Industries, Inc.
known as the Cook
Four separate photography businesses were in Capac, starting with 1860’s Hulbert’s
The Meier House was at the
Hotel and even later and 1888’s Fox Studios. In 1900, there was
corner of Main and Meier Streets.
was converted to a Whaley Studios, and in 1909, William Locke’s
tavern. Another hotel photography studio.
operated right across
Streetlights came to Capac in 1879, and
The New Western Hotel circa 1890 from the train depot, telephone service in 1885. The power plant was
until it was torn down in 1890. It was
in a small building near the
aptly named the Railroad Hotel.
railroad tracks.
In 1860, the community built its
In the early 1900s, Capac’s
first sidewalk, a two-plank, wooden
first newspaper, the Capac The high-tech Capac Power Plant in 1905
The Hotel Columbia, later called the
sidewalk, on the east side of Main
Weekly Argus, started. A later
Cook Hotel
Street, starting at Main and Mill and
paper was the Capac Journal. The Capac Museum has copies of the
ending at the Evangelical Church in Downey Corners. This was one
second from 1897 - 1979.
mile north of Capac at what is now 14952 Imlay City Road, at the
There were two car dealerships, at one time both owned by the
United Methodist Church.
same people, operating in Capac at the same time, each dealership
By the 1880s, there were dozens of businesses in Capac. There were
selling a different type of car. They were the Leach Bros. and Wheeler
three blacksmiths, which was like the gas station of its day, a carriage
car dealerships when they both operated in Capac together around
maker, the car dealer of the times, two tin shops, operated by tinkers
1912-1916. The dealership at 116 S. Main Street sold Studebakers
who made pots and pans and lots of other pioneer needs from tin, a
and the other one at 107 S. Main sold Buicks. In 1917, Wheeler
The iconic Capac Town Hall at the corner started selling Fords without the Leach Brothers. He was still in
meat market and 13 general stores.
of Main and Mill Street, contains offices
Capac's other early industries included a few paper plants, a charcoal for Munsey Township. Next door, south
Capac selling cars in the 1930s – this time, Chevrolets.
plant on E. Mills Street in 1857, a soap factory at Main and Mill of the Town Hall building, is the Capac
Auto heritage in Capac also includes the fact that Preston Tucker,
Street in 1860, a match factory in 1870, and in 1873, a “casket and Village Offices.
founder of the Tucker automobile, was born in Capac and lived in
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the area until he was two years old.
Local celebrities also include former Detroit
mayor and judge Roman Gribbs. In May, 1934,
notorious bank robber John Dillinger was sighted
in Capac. Road blocks were set up in the area until
Dillinger was next sighted in Flint a few days after.
Churches help cement a community together.
The Methodist Protestant Church formed in 1862.
In 1871, the Free Will Baptist Church organized.
The Lutherans’ first church was built in 1875, and Third time was the charm for building the
in 1879 the Evangelical Church started in Capac. Methodist Episcopal Church in 1879.
Even though the first church they built collapsed because of a poor foundation, and
then the tornado of July 11, 1879, destroyed the next one before it could be completed,
the Methodist Episcopal Church finally dedicated
their new church on December 28, 1879.
Entertainment for the townspeople of Capac has
included many different band organizations over the
years. One of the first was called the Cornet Band,
organized in 1875. Other bands were organized by
the Boy Scouts, the Masonic organization and the
high school. The various bands would play concerts,
parades and even funerals.
The Capac Coronet Band on Main St.
By the time of Capac’s centennial in 1957, its stable
in 1903
farming community had over 30 centennial farms in
the area! This designation was given to farmers that had kept the same farm in the
family for over 100 years. The distinction
included a lawn sign and plaque provided by
Detroit Edison (now DTE Electric). Some
survive to this day.
The Capac School District’s tenure
stretches back to 1857. School sections
were formed and one-room schools built.
Although many villages
would have to send their
children miles away to
attend high school. In
1882, Capac erected their
Capac parade with
decorated cars,
own high school. It was
July 4, 1921
named the Capac Union
School and was a large,
three-story brick building. The tornado of July
11, 1879, the same one that struck the Methodist
Episcopal Church and destroyed many other
buildings throughout town, blew down the school
before it was completed. However, by November
31, 1879, it was completely rebuilt and open for
classes!
Looking down S. Main Street from
Capac Town Hall in the 1930s
The Capac Community Library has been
providing unity to the village since becoming the first library to join the Saint Clair
County Library System in 1919. Throughout the years, it has been in the Town Hall,
the Barth Building, the Enders’
Building, various stores, and,
since its dedication on April 19,
1970, at its present location at 111
North Main Street. The Friends
of the Capac Library, through
fundraisers, raised the capital
needed for a library expansion,
completed in November, 2015.
The Capac Historical Society
has been preserving the artifacts
of Capac since forming in 1976.
Capac’s original 1914 depot was
The Lawndale Home was the farmhouse for Alfred Tosch
transported a mile to become the
and family at 15341 Petz Road in 1893. It was later
Capac Community Historical
designated a Centennial Farm.

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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Capac’s Union School in the early 1900s, the first
brick building in Capac

Museum. Besides the opening of the
museum in 1991, in 1995, a railroad
caboose was added to the historical
campus. There is also an archives building,
named the Kempf Historical Centre, which
was dedicated in 2000.
The Kempf Historical Centre is named
for the Kempf family and the mechanical
Kempf Model City, which was known as
the "Mechanical Wonder of the Ages." It
was built by Bruce and Irving Kempf and
displayed all over the U.S. and Canada
from 1916 to the 1950s. The Kempfs
were known as bootmakers, painters and
businessmen throughout the community.
They lived on Kempf Court, near Main
Street.
The Model City on display in the
museum was the second one built. The
first one was built by Bruce and Irving’s
brother, Fred Kempf, and was destroyed in
a circus train wreck in Columbus, Georgia,

on November 22, 1915.
Fred started building the first model city when he
was 16, in a corner of his father’s Capac farm. When
he finished it in 1905, it covered 48 square feet and
was 16 feet long and three feet wide, built to a scale
of 1/8 of an inch to a foot, corresponding to an area
of 1,500 feet long and 300 feet wide. The village’s
hundreds of moving parts and incandescent lights
were powered by a 1/20 horsepower electric motor.
This was driven by an Edison storage battery.
The display included circus tents, a suspension

to learn about a magical event!
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bridge, sawmill, harbor with ships, a
lighthouse, various commercial buildings
with industrial-size smoke stacks, as well
as parks, farms and a train. The Kempfs
went across the continent displaying it,
from Denver to Pennsylvania, and Calgary,
Alberta, Canada, charging a nickel to view
the fully electric model.
Besides burning up the original model
city, the train wreck tragically killed both
The caboose at the Capac Historical Campus
Fred Kempf and his wife Blanche, as well
as approximately 12 to 23 others (the exact number wasn’t known). The wooden circus
train collided with a passenger train and caught fire. The Kempfs had toured with the
original Kempf Model City across the continent from 1905 to 1915. Fred’s brothers’
version, which is now in the museum, is very similar to the original, except it is largerfour feet wide. Both models were built in Capac. Inflation changed the price they
charged to view it to a dime.
There are many other great displays in the museum, including many items from
Capac’s early days of the 19th century. This includes pictures and postcards of the
entire Thumb area, as well as various histories, plat maps, phone directories, and copies
of the Capac Journal from 1897 to 1979.
Of particular note is the museum’s 300+
milk bottles from the Thumb! The museum is
at 401 E. Kempf Court in Capac. The phone
number is (810) 395-2859 and their website is
capachistoricalsocietymuseum.wordpress.com
Put it on your calendar and check it out!
The Kempf Historical Centre has

The mechanical Kempf Model City of
the Capac Historical Museum

Alan Naldrett can be reached by email at
historical photos and histories
from all over Michigan’s Thumb.
alannaldrett@gmail.com and wishes to thank
Capac Mayor John Grbrk for his invaluable
assistance. This article is dedicated to Dan Bell (1940-2010), late teacher, President of
Capac Historical Society, and Curator of the Capac Community Historical Museum.

122 N. Main Street
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Joe Herrington
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Question #43

By square miles, what
Great Lake is the smallest
of them all?

Answer to #43:

Lake Ontario is the smallest
of the Great Lakes, at 7,340
square miles.

Maritime Trivia
Question #44
In the early days of
sailing on the Great
Lakes, what might a
“blackbirder” do?
Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com
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By Robert Christensen
ThumbPrint News Contributor

At one point in our family’s lives we were
campers. We vacationed and traveled cross
country, with a tent trailer camper. Growing
up on the farm, I never envisioned traveling
and living in a tent. That was something
that Indians, gypsies and explorers did. My
wife Carol and her parents, however, did go
on camping trips and slept in sleeping bags
and cooked on an alcohol stove. They even
had a trailer house (although they used it
as a temporary home, rather than for trips).
Camping trailers came into vogue for low

cost vacationing in the 1960-70 decades, and we joined the trend.
We bought a used Apache tent trailer, alleged to sleep six when fully extended, with slide out double beds and
benches in the middle. It also had an ice box and propane gas tank for the heater and cook stove. The entire rig
folded, slid, and packed together under a hard plastic cap into a unit about 10 feet long, eight feet wide and five
feet high. When opened, one could stand in the center aisleway to cook, change clothes, eat at the fold-out table,
stow and retrieve food supplies, etc. It did not have a toilet – those facilities were available at most campgrounds.
When the camper was shown to us, it was in its fully-opened, ready-to-use status. We were shown how it could
be closed up and made ready to go on the road in about 10 minutes. In addition, we were then shown how it could
be reopened and made ready to use as the camper in about 15 minutes. The instruction manual showed the stepby-step set-up being performed by a cute 5'2", 110-pound girl. Nothing to it, until we got it home in our back yard
and set it up ourselves the first time. We found that the bed platforms slid out as advertised – if the operation was
being performed by a 200-pound, reasonably strong man, and the leveling of the camper body similarly required
more strength than one could expect from a cute blond of the dimensions shown in the printed instructions! But we
learned.
The canvas sides of the unit had zippers and snap fastened to the trailer body to make it reasonably weather and
insect proof (more about this later). Ventilation was permitted by additional zip-open panels in the canvas with
screening on the sides and ends. Care had to be taken to avoid rips in the canvas, and particularly the screening. We
replaced the entire canvas and screens once during our ownership of the trailer.
The trailer traveled from
Massachusetts to Michigan and back
several times, went with us to Nova
Scotia, Ontario, Nevada, California
and points in between, as well as
many trips within the East Coast of
the U.S. Following, in no particular
chronological order, are some of the
memories from those trips.

,

,

.
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We were at my parent’s farm in Michigan one
summer, with the camper parked in the orchard
behind the farm house, when the weather forecast
suggested the possibility of tornados, a fairly common
forecast in the summer in the Midwest. My mother
was terrified of these storms and would try to herd us
into the cellar when the warnings were broadcast. She
was very reluctant to have us spend the night in the
camper, even when there were no storm clouds to be
seen in the area. I am sure she spent a very restless
night in the hot house, while we snoozed in the breeze
among the apple trees.
However, one year, on our trip back to Massachusetts
from Michigan, we stayed overnight in a campground
in Ontario when a windstorm struck. While we could
feel the camper seeming to hop a bit as it was being
buffeted by the wind and rain, we were surprised the
next morning to find that a number of tents and other
campers had been tipped over with minor damages.
Our camper luckily suffered no damage, although
some rain had penetrated through the canvas zippers
and seams.
On one trip though Ohio, somewhere near
Cincinnati, we were caught on the road in a torrential
downpour. The main highway was flooded and we actually saw man-hole
covers popping up out of the street. Traffic was tied up, so we detoured to a
secondary two-lane road and ended up facing a flooded situation as well. We
escaped by unhitching the car from the trailer, turning the car around, and
re-hitching the trailer. We found an alternate route and continued the trip.
The Nova Scotia trip was memorable not because of the camper itself,
but because of the fact it provided storage for our traveling equipment,
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clothing and supplies, which led
to a problem. We returned to
the U.S. on the ferry, arriving at
Bar Harbor, Maine, in the early
evening and planned to overnight
in Bangor in the luxury of a
motel. Upon disembarking from
the ferry, we were shunted to one
side by U.S. border inspection.
Here, our camper and car were
completely emptied, with the
contents stacked on the ground
and examined. With the delays
involved, we were held for
more than two hours. Of course,
nothing amiss was found, but to
add insult to injury, we then had
to completely repack the camper
and car before we could proceed
to our very late arrival at the
motel. In our memory, we were
never given an explanation for
the search nor an apology for the
inconvenience! We guessed it
may have been a random search intended to catch drug smugglers. Given
the thoroughness of the search, we should have seemed unlikely suspects
as a middle-aged couple with young children and obvious economic travel
constraints.
We made a trip from Massachusetts to Ottawa, Canada, where we lived
for six months, and then to Reno, Nevada, via Las Vegas, towing our trusty
Apache. While we were based in Reno, we took the trailer on side trips to
northern California and Lake Tahoe. One memorable trip was taken with
another camping family to a place they called Crystal Mountain. We had
no idea that the roads were unimproved (unpaved), which was rather a
challenge for the four-door Lincoln Continental which was towing the trailer.
Somehow, I was able to avoid tearing the exhaust system off the bottom of
the car, as the axle of the trailer frequently dragged and bounced though the
potholes and ruts. Our friends’ four-wheel drive had no problems!
In fact, the one problem we had was with the vulnerability of the trailer to
penetration by mosquitoes. On one trip along the New England seacoast, we
found a beautiful campground open, with no other campers in evidence. We
proceeded to unhitch our camper and begin to set up; almost immediately,
we were swarmed by large, hungry mosquitoes. It was apparent that this
was the reason why no other campers were there. As rapidly as we could,
we hooked the car back on the trailer, reloaded our stuff, and got out of
there! We spent some time killing the couple of dozen bloodsuckers that had
infiltrated the car, leaving blood stains on the window glass as souvenirs.
On another of the cross-country trips, we camped one very hot and humid
night, when more than a few mosquitoes came inside the camper during
the night and made my life miserable. I got very little sleep, and the next
morning vowed to find the access the beasts were using. (This problem had
been increasing over time and needed to be solved if we were to continue
camping.) I did find where the beasties were getting inside the camper. On
the bottom of the camper were wheel wells on each side that were projecting
into the interior of the camper. The wheel wells were concealed inside the
storage units. These wheel enclosures were of molded plastic and, over time,
stones thrown up by the tires, and the brittleness of the plastic with age, had
created plenty of openings for mosquitoes. Patching up these holes solved
the problem.
Our girls grew older and summer jobs began to interfere with summer
trips. The camper fell into disuse. We made friends with a young couple
with two kids who bought the camper and happily began their tradition of
summer vagabonds. Bon voyage!
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I am the Flag
By David Gillis,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

I was a participant in the Memorial Day parade a month ago and hoped to have had the
opportunity to meet you, but sadly you were not there. Allow me to introduce myself and
tell you a little about who I am and what I do.
In many ways, I have the responsibility to actually represent all the sovereign states of
the greatest constitutional republic the world has ever known. The assignment requires
that I outwardly symbolize the patriotic ideals and spiritual qualities of the citizens of
each of those states I represent. My job description says that I must at all times serve
as a living symbol of the Republic’s constitutional law. And, whenever I am called upon
to do so, I must be prepared to serve as the voice of those who proclaim a government
of the people, by the people and for the people. That’s a fairly difficult job, wouldn’t you
say? But, I believe I do it well and have for many years.
An important aspect of my job is that I stand guard over our schools, serving
continuously as the foundation of good citizenship and true patriotism. Those who rely
on me say that I must proclaim at all times the fearless courage, integrity, self-sacrifice
and devotion of those that may have surrendered their lives so I could continue to do my
job. In doing so, I am to be the sacred emblem of your heritage and birthright to liberty,
which was purchased with the blood and sorrow of many that came before you. If that’s
not enough, I must also embody the freedoms of speech, religion, assembly, the press,
and the sanctity of your home.

ABC

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ticks!

When I was first given this job, I was told one of the qualifications was to be able
to stand for liberty and equality for all, demanding loyalty and faith while offering the
eternal principles of liberty and justice for humanity. Alright, I’ve done that and have
even provided you a deed of title to the freedoms that are for you and others to enjoy and
hold in trust for posterity.
So, what are my rewards and benefits for doing my job well? Well, for starters, you
are supposed to stand on guard for the freedoms I represent and dedicate yourself to the
principles for which I stand – one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all. It is your responsibility to never forget that I was created in freedom and was first
seen in a battle for human liberty. I’ve been in all our nation’s conflicts and wars since
then. I ask that you give me the proper respect I deserve in this land of the free and
home of the brave. How are you doing with your part of the bargain?
On June 14, I celebrated yet another birthday. Some of you acknowledged it, but many
did not. Sure I was offended, but will continue to do my job. Some of you recited the
special pledge written on my behalf and I was very pleased that you did. A few of you
even sang “The Star Spangled Banner,” which I was the inspiration for. In a few days, on
July 4, you will have the opportunity to celebrate the independence you have and what I
truly represent. I will stand tall on that day. Will you see me?
Yes, I am the flag of the United States of America and find great pride in being who I
am and doing what I do. My promise is that I will always be there for you, even when
others rip and tear me apart, when I am burned in your city streets, when I am hung
upside down, or when I am degraded in some other despicable way. I will always provide
a silhouette of pride waving in the peaceful skies, reminding each of you that this is your
country and I am your flag, standing for who and what you are.
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nugatory

(noo-guh-tawr-ee)

An adjective meaning
of no real value;
trifling; worthless. Exa
mple: Jane’s
nugatory comments con
tributed nothing
to the class discussion
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By John Vincent Senkus,
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“Maybe it will somehow get better over time.”
“This isn’t that bad … but it’s not what I was really hoping for.”
“Something doesn’t seem quite right, but is it worth the hassle of starting over?”
“I’ll take it … at least they have an interest in me.” (the old better than nothing mentality)…

Dating can certainly feel like a slippery slope at times. There are those
moments when you seem to wonder if it’s worth continuing, or if finding
a more suitable partner might be a better alternative. Or, you may be trying
too hard to talk yourself into making it work (and ignoring the red flags and
intuitive signals that keep cropping up telling you otherwise). While working
to improve a relationship is always a necessary ingredient to long term success
– trying to fit a square peg into a round hole is another story. Not only is it
an awful amount of work … but both the peg and the hole get tore up in the
process.
Fortunately, there are a couple of basic relationship needs that help to serve
as compass points, giving you some strong signals if you are on the right track:
■ Integrity defines the intrinsic need to be the best you can be. Integrity
values have everything to do with human responsibility and the principles of
responsible choice. You can only correctly align with your soul’s intention
by integrating these principles fully. The further misaligned anyone is
from their intended origin – the more proportionate will be the deviated
consequence. Integrity is the most inherent and vital quality in which a
relationship foundation is built upon. It consists of the fundamental values
and traits that define a person’s innermost character. These defining “True
North” characteristics include honesty, seeking truth, trustworthiness,
strong sense of right versus wrong, proper ego balance, responsibility
and accountability for one’s actions, competent work ethic, goodwill,
dependability, respectfulness, innate safety for self and others, taking care
of oneself (emotionally, mentally, and physically), as well as many other
values. Since these traits are already established and ingrained (or excluded)
before a relationship begins, a relationship will usually have minimal
influence on permanently changing someone’s integrity attributes. This is
precisely why it is so critical that your potential partner’s integrity and value
parameters align with yours. For long term relational success, the integrity
values and characteristics between you and your partner must closely match.
Unfortunately, there are those whose “integrity” sways in the direction
of whomever they are with, or the circumstance they are in. A person’s true
degree of integrity remains very consistent because it reflects their core
values (or lack of), and these usually do not “adjust” because of relationship.
Remember, if you and your partner’s integrity needs do not match – and they
are bent to appease each other – they will eventually bend back! When
integrity is lacking in a partner, it will automatically carry over and lack
in the relationship as well. Integrity misalignment is a Fatal Flaw that will
sabotage the building of a secure and rewarding future. One of its sure fire
symptoms is resentment. When you cannot depend on your partner to be
trustworthy, honest, respectful, caring, responsible, accountable, etc., and
they of you . . . resentment will certainly manifest in a variety of ways. This
will begin the erosion process of the relationship foundation (including the
personal foundation of the individual). Attempting to ignore or minimize
integrity differences is an open invitation for these negative consequences
to repeatedly manifest and fester as time goes by. Pay particular attention
to these potential signals as you explore the possibilities of any relationship
you are considering.
■ Being Myself is the fundamental need to be comfortable being yourself. This
means you embrace the elements that define you, inside and out. Regardless
if these characteristics are quirky, different, out of the norm, don’t fit in, or
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whatever else, this doesn’t imply you shouldn’t try and improve yourself
in a meaningful direction. You have thoughts, perspectives, ideas, and
expressions that are solely your own, making you as distinct as your DNA.
And exploring new relationship possibilities should not diminish or thwart
this dimension in any way. Keep in mind, it is your “self” that you first bring
into any potential partnership you enter, and this constitutes your starting
point in the relationship as well (this is where your self and the relationship
first intersect). While no one is entirely an island, and we are all affected to
various degrees by the relationships and people in our lives – you must still
be your very own person.
Truly being yourself means your public and inner self are aligned. You do
not act one way in front of friends, a different way in front of your partner,
and again differently at work. If these “differences” do exist, who then is the
real you? Being you is on purpose. It means being strong enough to be your
own person, and not be (negatively) swayed by the people or circumstances
around you. In other words, your character is consistent and self-defined,
not influenced by external factors. With that being said, a relationship is
not meant to engulf and take over one’s self. The right relationship helps
you know yourself at a deeper level, provides an environment for further
growth, promotes and enables you to become a better person, and ultimately
helps you become better aligned with your soulful purpose. Partnership is
all about the balance, and ideally the synergy, between the dynamics of me,
you, and us.
You were born into this world with the unique offering of being yourself
and living your life to its fullest possibilities – and having the right partner
accentuates this realization. Make being “true” to yourself a top priority in
your dating and relationship journey!
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any
questions or comments, please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will look at further factors that influence the degrees
of dating success.
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up for what he believed in, Hayden met a great deal of resistance
throughout his life. One of the first major issues he focused on
was segregation in the United States. Hayden’s involvement with the Freedom Riders
resulted in him being beaten and jailed in Mississippi and Georgia.
When the United States became involved in Vietnam, Hayden shifted his focus on
the war overseas. In 1968, Hayden took a trip to Hanoi and North Vietnam, where
he spent time in various villages and visited an American prisoner of war who was
captured after his plane was shot down. That same year he was involved in a large
protest that took place in Chicago during the Democratic National Convention. This
demonstration would soon get national attention when the United States government
labeled the protest a police riot. Six months after the event took place, the government
charged eight of the participants with inciting a riot – the group became known as the
Chicago Seven after one of the members was tried separately from the rest. Only five
of the seven men were convicted of entering a state in order to provoke a riot, which
was eventually dropped after the case was reversed.
Following his time spent challenging issues
of war and the economy, Hayden’s life began
transforming in the 1970s, but he never backed off
from his core values. In 1973, Tom married actress
Jane Fonda, who shared Hayden’s opinion on the
war in Vietnam and also spent a great deal of time
protesting it. The young man who was known
for ruffling feathers and going against authority
started to shift into politics, becoming part of
the California State Assembly in 1982. After
divorcing Fonda in the 1990s, Tom advanced in
the political ranks, earning a spot in the California
Senate shortly after the split. Even while he was
serving in public office, Hayden continued to
focus on legislature that would better the society
future generations would inherit. Many of the
issues Hayden pushed while serving included
renewable energy, affordable tutition for
college students, equal rights, promoting small businesses and preserving historically
significant sites. Due to the fact that some of Hayden’s actions rubbed politicians the
wrong way, he faced expulsion hearings twice, which were brought on by members of
the Republican party – despite many setbacks during his political career, Tom was able
to pass over 100 measures throughout his 18-year career in public service.
In addition to his governmental career, Hayden also spent a great deal of time as a
writer and professor. Throughout his life, Tom was involved with the editing and writing
of 20 books, one of which speaks of his time protesting in the Thumb of Michigan titled
Inspiring Participatory Democracy: Student Movements from Port Huron to Today.
Aside from authoring numerous novels, Hayden graced some of the most well-known
newspapers, such as the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, Huffington
Post and the Harvard International Review, as a guest columnist. Hayden’s teaching
career was just as vast as his time as a columnist, spending many years in college
classrooms throughout the country. Those institutions included Harvard Institute of
Politics, UCLA and Pitzer College, where
he educated students on social issues as well
as politics. Even as Hayden began to age, he
never stopped voicing his opinion against
topics he viewed as problems throughout
the world. Tom Hayden passed away at the
age of 76 due to complications of a stroke
on October 23, 2016, in Santa Monica,
California.
Despite some unpopular opinions of
Hayden, many thought very highly of his
work and passion for peace – a review of one
of his books in the New York Times called
him the single greatest figure of the 1960s
student movement. Tom was also admired for
his work in public office in California, being
called the conscience of the Senate, as well as
being named one of the top 50 reformists of
the 20th century in Nation Magazine.
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(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!

HAIRBALLS
in CATS
By Dr. DiBenedetto
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Hairballs may be unpleasant, but they
develop as a result of your cat’s healthy
and fastidious grooming routine. Cats have
backward-facing barbs on their tongues.
The barbs serve a very important purpose in
a cat’s life. The barbs help remove external
parasites, as well as remove burrs and other
items from the hair coat. Those backwardfacing barbs also help remove dead hair
from your cat’s coat. Unfortunately, because
the barbs face backwards, once the hair is on
the tongue, there’s only one thing that can
happen – it gets swallowed. However, when
too much hair builds up and mixes with the
fluids in the stomach, it forms a compact
structure called a trichobezoar or more
commonly, a hairball.
Most of the time the ingested hair is
either vomited out of the stomach or passes
all the way through the digestive tract with
no problems. Occasionally, hairballs that
don’t pass nicely out of the cat’s system can
become trapped in the intestines. Intestinal
obstructions can form if a hairball becomes
too large or is unable to be vomited up. The
following are symptoms of an intestinal
obstruction:
• Vomiting, gagging or retching that doesn’t
produce a hairball
• Loss of appetite
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• Weight loss
• Lethargy
•Straining
to defecate,
with either
constipation
or diarrhea
being present
If you notice
your cat exhibiting any of these symptoms,
you should contact your veterinarian
immediately.
Hairballs are easily, but not 100%
preventable, especially in long-haired cats.
Regular brushing and grooming of your pet
can help remove the excess fur and reduce the
amount of hair ingested with self-grooming.
Feeding your cat a hairball remedy – a mild
petroleum-based laxative – once or twice a
week can decrease the formation of hairballs.
There are also commercial and prescription
cat foods available in hairball-prevention
formulas. If your cat has an ongoing
problem with hairballs and the prevention
gel isn’t working or you can’t administer it
effectively, talk to your veterinarian about
whether one of these foods would be a good
option.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at
Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.
mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you
can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

WWW. HURONMODULARHOMES. COM

MODELS
ON DISPLAY

Call Roger for Details!

AT 4269 DOVE RD.
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And Some of our
Tasty Stars!
Early Bird
Special
(Before 9AM)

Paul Malinski

Two eggs, two types of
meat, taters, toast and
coffee or tea 5.99

After9am
9AM -- 6.99
After
6.99

WILD GAME BURGERS
VENISON, ELK,
BUFFALO AND WILD BOAR

www.foxfirefixins.com
7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039
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The Birth of a
Chef’s Uniform
By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

A chef sporting the traditional bright white uniform is a
common sight in nearly every restaurant – a custom that is
deeply rooted in centuries of pride and history.
One of the earliest records referencing chefs was in the
1500s, at a time when anyone who created unique items with
their hands, anything from woodworking to cooking, were
frequently killed or imprisoned. In an attempt to escape the
ridicule, many chefs found protection with the Orthodox
Church. In order for them to blend in with the priests, the
cooks wore similar outfits, which included the tall hats and
robes – the only difference was in color, with the priests
wearing black and the chefs sporting gray. Negative
perspectives of chefs continued throughout the years, and
were often viewed as nothing more than a group of employed
drunks.
Society’s opinion began to change with the help of
Marie-Antoine Carême and Auguste Excoffier, who were
chefs from France. The pair’s main goal was to rid the world
of unfavorable opinions of chefs, and make the occupation a
professional and respectable career. Although chefs have been
said to wear toques, a French name for a chef’s hat, since the
1600s, the standard for the rest of the outfit was not put into
place until the 1800s. While it may never be known where the
hat’s design originated, one theory is that it came from
Assyria. In hopes of avoiding poisoning, royalty paid their
cooks very well and allowed them to wear headwear similar to
their crowns – the biggest difference was the chef’s hats were
made of fabric and weren’t decorated with valuable jewels. In
order to give kitchens the appearance of cleanliness, it was
decided that white would be the new official color. It is not

LESS THAN 3 MILES
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known exactly when, but somewhere around the same time, 100
folded pleats were added to the toque, which were said to
represent the 100 different ways a chef can prepare an egg.
Together, the two men also decided to make the height of the hats
represent their rank in the kitchen – younger cooks wore shorter
caps, while the seasoned chefs were adorned with the tallest
toques.
The jacket followed the same color scheme, but underwent
many changes to make it more practical in the kitchen. A
double-breasted coat constructed of two layers, which protected
cooks from all the elements in the kitchen, such as hot liquids
splashing or spilling, became commonplace near the end of the
1800s. It was donned with cloth buttons due to the fact that cloth
was more durable and wouldn’t melt like plastic buttons when
exposed to heat. The double-breasted section made it possible to
uphold a clean appearance intended by the uniform, because if
one side was ever soiled, it could be turned over to reveal another
clean side – the pants were also designed with stains in mind. Due
to the fast paced environment of a commercial kitchen, stains are
common, which is why some chefs today wear black and white
hound’s tooth patterned pants. Many head chefs will be seen in
solid black trousers. (This color scheme doesn’t apply for all
countries. In Europe, chefs wear white and blue patterned pants.)
While some chefs are now straying away from the traditional
uniform of the kitchen and making their attire more unique and
personal, not everyone in the community is thrilled about this
change. Some chefs argue that this isn’t professional, while
others insist it is just a way for them to express themselves. For
those in the kitchen who still dress in the traditional outfit, they
are representing the extended history of cooking excellence.

MON - THURS 7:30 AM - 10 PM
FRI 7:30 AM - 12 AM
SAT 7 AM - 12 AM
SUN 7 AM - 10 PM
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If you have an event in August that you would like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by July 12, 2017. There is no charge for
the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events
that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.

Library, 3500 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
For more information call
Diana at (810) 392-5136.

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Romeo Activity Center, 361 Morton
St., 12:30 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. or 1:30
p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Jack's show is
designated for fun-loving people
willing to be hypnotized. No one
will be embarrassed or made to
do something against their will.
Participants will have the most fun,
relaxed time, and as a thank you, he'll
program them with self-confidence
and to feel comfortable speaking
in front of a group. He'll even help
with phobias or bad habits. $5 for
residents, $6 for non-residents. For
more information call (586) 786-9601.

Genesee
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - July 15
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Admission $6. Bring finger foods and
friends! Cancellations on WLEW and
WMIC radio. Entertainment provided
by Dick Hedrich and Sons. For more
information call Jerry at
(989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - July 2, 9,
16, 23 & 30
Summer Flea Market, Lapeer

Center Building, 425 County Center
St., 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Enjoy over
50 booths inside and outside selling
a huge variety of items to the public.
No admission charge. For more
information or for space rentals, call
(810) 347-7915.

Lapeer - July 11
Taco Night, American Legion Post

16, 1701 W. Genesee St., lower hall,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Public welcome.
$2 per taco. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - July 15
6th Annual Bill Coller Memorial
Golf Tournament for the Lapeer
Center Building, Rolling Hills Golf

Club, 3274 Davison Rd., registration
begins at 8:00 a.m., with a shotgun
start at 9:00 a.m. Cost is $250 per
foursome or $65 per person for 18
holes with cart. This is a 4-person
scramble, best ball event. Contests for
hole in one, longest drive and closest
to the hole. Cash awards, door prizes,
food and beverages on the course,
and a fine dinner to follow at the
Lapeer Center Building. Individuals
and teams wanting to sign up to play

should contact Ben at (810) 664-2109
or at lapeercenter@charter.net.

Lapeer - July 18
Homemade Pizza Night,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St., 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. for
more information call (810) 664-9312.

Macomb

Clinton Twp. - July 2, 9,
16, 23 & 30
Michigan Transit Museum
Nostalgic Summer Train Rides,

Joy Park, 23701 Henry B. Joy Blvd.,
1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. (rain or shine). Every
Sunday through September 24.
Tickets are purchased in the caboose
on the day of the ride (no advanced
bookings). Adults $7, ages 4 - 12
$4, under 4 free. For more information
visit michigantransitmuseum.com
or call (586) 463-1863.

Harrison Twp. - July 11,
18 & 25
Reading ABCs, Harrison Township
Library, 38255 L'Anse Creuse Ste.
A, 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Our
preschool class features a different
letter of the alphabet each week,
with a variety of skill-building finger
plays, stories, music and more. No
pre-registration is required. For more
information call (586) 329-1261.

Harrison Twp. - July 11,
18 & 25
Build and Play, Harrison Township
Library, 38255 L'Anse Creuse
Ste. A, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Games, puzzles and building toys
will be available for kids during
this unstructured drop-in time this
summer. No pre-registration is
required. For more information
call (586) 329-1261.

Richmond - July 11
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Romeo - July 13
Comedy Hypnotist Show,

Ira Twp. - July 14
(rain date July 15)
3rd Annual Car Show, Immaculate

Conception Church, 7964 Dixie Hwy.,
3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. $100 drawing,
trophies, prizes and more. For more
information call (810) 335-4551.

Mt. Clemens - July 14
Downtown Mt. Clemens Sight
and Sound Concert Series,

downtown area, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Free. Tonight's entertainment will be
Nightline, playing Motown, 70s, 80s
and Top 40 selections while attendees
have a fantastic opportunity to explore
downtown retail stores, dine or grab
takeout food from local restaurants,
or enjoy a refreshing drink on one of
nearly a dozen different patio options
downtown. For more information
call (586) 431-6788.

Romeo - July 14
Travel/Metropark Senior Fun
Day, leaving from Washington

Activity Center, 57880 Van Dyke, 9:00
a.m. Trip includes bus transportation
to and from Stony Creek Metropark,
a mid-morning snack, lunch, a
mid-afternoon snack, fun activities,
learning experiences run by the
park and access to many amenities.
Approximate return will be 3:30 p.m.
Cost is $4. Mention Course 9514. For
more information call (586) 786-0131.

Ira Twp. - July 15
Craft Show, Immaculate Conception
Church, 7964 Dixie Hwy., 1:00 p.m.
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– 7:00 p.m. In the air-conditioned hall
behind the church. Space is limited.
$70 fee for two days. This is just
one of the events being held during
Immaculate Conception Church's
45th Annual Family Fun and Perch
Festival on July 14, 15 and 16.
For more information call Linda
at (586) 306-0373.

Washington Twp. - July 18
Third Tuesday Tea, Loren Andrus

Octagon House, 57500 Van Dyke,
2:00 p.m. This month's topic is
"Octagon House Garden Tour".
After enjoying a cup of tea and
some sweet treats, join us as we visit
the gardens on the grounds of the
Octagon House. We will explore a
variety of gardens from sun to shade,
roses to heirloom vegetables. Tickets
are $5 for members and $10 for nonmembers. For reservations email
reservations@octagonhouse.org.
or call (586) 781-0084.

Romeo - July 21
Picnic in July, Washington Activity

Center, 57880 Van Dyke, 11:00 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m. We're keeping the picnic
inside, but wear your picnic attire.
We have a delicious country chicken
picnic lunch with all the fixin's, plus
music, raffle and door prizes. $6 for
residents, $7 for non-residents. For
more information call (586) 786-0131.

Memphis - July 22
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00
p.m. Every fourth Saturday of the
month. Cost $10 per person. Snacks
available. Everyone welcome. Prize
money awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place winners. For more information
call Frank at (810) 392-3717.

New Baltimore - July 23
New Baltimore Farmers Market,
50976 Washington St., 8:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. Celebrate New Baltimore
Farmers Market's 10th Birthday.
There will be cake and balloons for
market goers, live entertainment,
and special vendors and activities.
For more information visit
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com.

Romeo - July 29
Simpson Park Camp Annual 5K
Run/Walk, 70199 Campground Rd.,
packet pick-up and sign-in will open
at 7:00 a.m. Prizes will be awarded
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to the first place male and female
runners in each category group.
Early registration is $20 by July 7;
registration after July 7 is $30. For
more information or to register visit
simpsonparkcamp.org or call
(586) 752-3202.

Romeo - July 29
3 Annual Simpson Park
Camp Classic Car Show, 70199
rd

Campground Rd., 1:00 p.m. – 4:00
p.m. As an added feature, there will
be exhibits of old-fashioned skills,
crafts and collectibles. For more
information (586) 752-3202 or
visit simpsonparkcamp.org.

Oakland
No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

St. Clair

All of St. Clair County July 1 - October 31
Bottle and Can Drive. Proceeds

to benefit the Wings of the Harbor,
Transitional Living Program for
Homeless Youth in Port Huron,
St. Clair County. Pick up service
is available for large donations.
A portion of the proceeds will be
matched by Woman's Life Insurance
Company. For drop-off locations,
call (810) 392-5136.

Algonac - July 1, 8,
15, 22 & 29
Knitting, Crochet and Craft
Circle, Algonac/Clay Township

Library, 1:00 p.m. Do you need
some free time to discover your
creative side? Join us to spread
out and pursue your own projects.
Experienced and newbies welcomed.
Learn from others who share your
passion. Scrapbookers welcomed
too. You must bring your own project
to work on. Donations of yarn and
needles are always welcomed.
Adults 18+. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Port Huron - July 1 - 31
Teen Summer Reading, Port

Huron Library, 210 McMorran Blvd.
Come on in and tell us a book you are
reading. Enter your name, age, phone
number, book title and author to win
weekly prizes. Prizes are coloring
books, gel pens, wireless mouse,
headphones, flash drives, selfie
sticks, Detroit Tiger hat and
candy. For more information
call (810) 987-7323 ext. 124.

St. Clair - July 3, 10,
17, 24 & 31
Get Your Game On! St. Clair

Library, 310 S. Second St., 4:00
p.m. It's game time! Come beat your
friends at some games. Lots of games
are available. Ages 11 - 18. For more

information call (810) 329-3951.

Kimball - July 5, 12, 19 & 26
Marysville K of C #9526 Bingo,
McGivney Banquet Center, 4521
Ravenswoord Rd., 6:20 p.m. Doors
open two hours prior to the start of
bingo. For more information
call (810) 364-6800.

Marysville - July 5 & 12
American Sign Language for
Beginners, Marysville Library, 1175
Delaware, 1:00 p.m. Due to popular
demand, we've added another ASL
class to our schedule. Reservations
requested by calling (810) 364-9493.

Capac - July 6
Crazy 8's: UFO Landing, Capac

Library, 111 N. Main, 4:00 p.m. Now's
your chance to catch sight of UFOs.
Fold and fly paper airplanes and see
whose travels the farthest. Then craft
giant origami Ninja stars to see how
they measure up. Grades K - 3rd. For
more information call (810) 395-7000.

Memphis - July 6
Building a Better Cupcake
Challenge, Memphis Library, 34830

Potter St., 6:00 p.m. Say it on a
cupcake! Decorate your cupcake to
represent your favorite book or make
up your own tale. Each contestant
will have up to three cupcakes to tell
their story. Cupcakes, frosting and
decorations provided. One winner will
be named Cupcake Queen or King.
For more information call
(810) 392-2980.

Port Huron - July 6,13,
20 & 27
Slider Thursdays, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., 12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$4 for 3 burger sliders and fries. For
more information call (810) 982-9553.

Kimball - July 7, 14 & 21
Family Storytime, G. Lynn

Campbell Township Library, 1955
N. Allen Rd., 10:30 a.m. For children
0 - 5 and their caretakers. Stories,
songs and crafts with a mix of poems,
puppets, finger plays and movement
activities that promote literacy. For
more information call (810) 982-9171.

Marysville - July 7, 14,
21 & 28
Marysville K of C #9526 9th
Annual Farmers Market,

Marysville Park waterfront, 10:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Across from the old
boat launch. Vendors wanted - all
welcome. For more information call
(810) 364-6800 or (810) 824-7435.

Port Huron - July 7, 14,
21 & 28
All-You-Can-Eat Cod Fish Fry,
Charles A. Hammond American
Legion Post 8, 1026 Sixth St., 4:30

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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Don’t Wait For Washington!

Replace Your Obamacare Plan Now!
Can’t Afford? −OR−
Don’t Like Obamacare?

OBAMACARE

•
•
•
•
•

Obamacare Alternative:

Replace Your OCARE Plan Anytime
40% - 60% Cheaper
Can Avoid OCARE Penalty
Low or No Deductible
Dental Coverage

33970 23 Mile Rd., Chesterfield, MI 48047 • 586.623.5629 •
p.m. – 8:30 p.m. $10.95. Other
menu items also available. For more
information call (810) 982-9553.

St. Clair - July 8
16th Annual River Classic Car
Show, Palmer Park downtown on

the grass along the river. Registration
8:00 a.m. – 12 p.m.. Cars on display
from 12 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. $10 fee to
register car. Dash plaques to first 200
cars. For more information call Vern
at (810) 329-2569.

Fair Haven - July 10
Friends of the Ira Township
Library, 7013 Meldrum, 6:30 p.m.
Become a part of your community
library and discuss plans for the
future. All are welcome. For more
information call (586) 725-9081.

Marine City - July 10
Friends of the Marine City
Library, 300 S. Parker, 6:00 p.m.
Become a part of your community
library and discuss plans for the
future. For more information call
(810) 765-5233.

Harsens Island - July 15
Charity Car Show, 8:00 a.m. –

4:00 p.m. Pre-register by July 1 and
the cost is $21 and we send you a
ferry pass. Day of show is $20 and
you pay for ferry. Contact Jerry at
(586) 322-7956 with inquiries or
harsensislandcarshow.weebly.com to
print out a flyer with registration form.

Lakeport - July 15
Playing with Books, Burtchville

Township Library, 7097 Second St.,
1:00 p.m. Come and have fun by
making a craft out of books. Adults/
seniors welcome. Beverages will be
provided. Registration requested by
calling (810) 385-8550.

Marine City - July 17
Entertainment by the East China
Community Band, Marine City
Broadway Park (corner of Broadway
and Water St.), 7:00 p.m. for
more information call Bob
at (810) 765-1296.

info@InsWH.com

Harsens Island - July 22
Boat4Vets, Idle Hour Yacht
Club, 10:00 a.m. Our group is

dedicated to thanking our veterans
for their service protecting the many
freedoms that we enjoy every day.
All veterans are invited to join us.
Start the day with coffee and donuts,
followed by a boat ride and swimming.
Back ashore, you will be provided with
a catered dinner and prizes. Please
bring your spouse or caretaker and
enjoy a day with us. RSVP is a must.
Please call Forrest at (810) 512-4660
for more information or to register
to attend.

Port Huron - July 26
St. Clair County Family History
Group, St. Clair County Library, 201

McMorran Blvd., 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Janet Curtis of the library's archives
will tell about researching at the library
and some of the new things in the
Michigan Room. There will be some
time to do some of your own research
after her talk. Anyone interested
in local history or researching their
family history may visit our programs
as a guest, or they can become
a new member of the group. For
more information visit our website at
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/
or call (317) 600-7813.

Yale - July 28 & 29
13th Annual Y.B.F. Art Show,

Yale Library, 2 Jones St. People's
Choice Awards will be given in
three divisions: Professional (adult),
Student (adult), and Under 19. Cast
your vote in the library's conference
room. Voting starts Wednesday, July
26. View artwork until August 5. A list
of winners will be posted at the library
on July 29 at 2:00 p.m. Entry forms
available at the Yale Library desk. For
more information call (810) 387-2940.

Casco Twp. - July 29
Perch Point Veterans' Picnic,

Perch Point Conservation Club, 7930
Meisner Rd., noon. Come join us
for a benefit for all our veterans! All
food, beer, pop and water donated
by restaurants and suppliers.
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com
The whole family is invited! Fun
activities and live entertainment.
Any money taken in will be donated
to Wounded Warriors. Please RSVP
on the event's Facebook page or
email queenchick25@yahoo.com,
be sure to include the number of
attendees and T-shirt sizes. For more
information call (810) 765-4966
or (586) 876-2089.

p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.)
$6 for members, $7 for guests
(regular dances). $10 membership
per year. On July 8 entertainment
provided by Lighthouse Three, and on
July 22 (our Hawaiian night) by The
Natural Tones. For more information
call Leola at (810) 657-9349 or
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Port Huron - July 29
Main Street Memories Car
Show, downtown area, 10:00 a.m.

Port Sanilac - July 22
Singin' the Sixties Music Fest,

– 4:00 p.m. Non-judged, non-profit
community event. Pre-registration
$10; day of event $15. Make checks
payable to Council on Aging, 600
Grand River, Port Huron, MI 48060.
For more information call
(810) 689-6575.

Sanilac County Historical Society
and Museum, 228 S. Ridge St., 12:00
p.m. – 6:00 p.m. For more information
visit sanilaccountymuseum.org
or call (810) 622-9946.

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00

ABC
Call Us for Pricing

44

POOL & SPA
g
Financin
le!
Availab

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

FREE Water Testing
In Ground & Above Ground Pools

(810) 385-6063

Service - Sales - Chemicals - Spas
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059

Sanilac County Historical
Society and Museum, 228 S.
Ridge St., 4:00 p.m. For more
information or for reservations visit
sanilaccountymuseum.org or call
(810) 622-9946.

Port Sanilac - July 8
Garden Week, various locations in

Sandusky - July 8 & 22
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

July 2017

Port Sanilac - July 23
Party for Preservation,

Sanilac

Port Sanilac. Tour 9 beautiful gardens
in and around the quaint lakeside
village of Port Sanilac. Vendors with
garden-related merchandise at each
stop. Presale tickets are $10; day of
walk tickets are $12. Presented by the
Port Sanilac Garden Club.
For more information contact
Lila at (810) 404-1646 or
Joan at (810) 378-6705.

to learn about a magical event!

Port Sanilac - July 29 & 30
Arts and Crafts Fair, Sanilac

County Historical Society and
Museum, 228 S. Ridge St., 12:00
p.m. – 6:00 p.m. For more information
visit sanilaccountymuseum.org or call
(810) 622-9946.

Tuscola & Wayne
No events were submitted for
Tuscola or Wayne counties this month.

We Can Help You
MINIMIZE
the Number of Ticks
in Your Yard!!!
Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

DESIGNED BY FREEPIK.COM

ThumbPrint News would like to know a little more about you!

Discounted Tickets Available

Survey entries from January 2016 to November 30, 2017, will be used in drawing.

July 1 - November 30!

By visiting our website and taking a brief survey, you can help us cater to YOU, the readers, better!

Your feedback is greatly appreciated!
To complete the survey, visit

$

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/Reader-Survey

(ages 2-15) children under 2 are free

and you’ll be entered to win 2 FREE tickets to the

History of the
Christmas Tree Walk

12 per adult and $6 for children
Starting December 1st, tickets will be $15 per adult & $8 for children.

14th Annual

Each night from
5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Shuttle runs every 10-15 min.
and the last shuttle
leaves for the home at 8:00 p.m.
Self-Guided Walking Tour Takes
Approximately One Hour.

For more information & to order tickets

call (810) 794-2300
www.TheChristmasWalk.com

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI 48001
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 if you have bed bugs!

HAPPY

1

On this day
in 1867,
Canada, by the
terms of the British
North America Act,
becomes an independent dominion.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

On this day
in 1967,
singer Bobbie
Gentry records “Ode
to Billie Joe,” which
will become a
country music
classic and win four
Grammys.

11

12

On this day
in 100 BC,
Gaius Julius Caesar,
Roman general and
statesman, is born.

13

14

15

16

On this day
in 1940,
Adolf Hitler orders
preparations for the
invasion of England.

17

18

19

On this day
in 1799, the
Rosetta Stone, a
tablet with hieroglyphic translations
into Greek, is found
in Egypt.

day
20 Oninthis
21
1881,

23

24

On this day
On this day
On this day
On this day
in 1847, the
in 1978, the
in 1861,
in 1775, the
first members of the world’s first test tube
President Abraham
Continental
baby is born in
Church of Jesus
Lincoln replaces
Congress establishChrist of Latter Day Manchester, England. es a postal system General Irwin McDowSaints (Mormons)
ell with General
for the colonies
arrive in Utah, settling
George B. McClellen as
with Benjamin
in present-day Salt
head of the Army of
Franklin as the first
Lake City.
the Potomac.
postmaster general.

25

26

27

30

31

On this day
in 1776, the
Continental Congress
resolves with the
Declaration of
Independence that the
American colonies
“are, and of right
ought to be, free and
independent States.”

On this day
in 1850, U.S.
President Zachary
Taylor dies in office
at the age of 65. He
is succeeded by
Millard Fillmore.

On this day
in 1868, the
14th Amendment is
ratified, granting
citizenship to
African Americans.

On this day
in 1919,
Federal troops are
called out to put
down Chicago race
riots.

On this day
in 1901, the
Wild Bunch, led by
Butch Cassidy,
commits its last
American robbery
near Wagner,
Montana, taking
$65,000 from a Great
Northern train.

On this day
in 1821,
Andrew Jackson
becomes the
governor of Florida.

On this day
in 1904, the
Trans-Siberian
railroad connecting
the Ural mountains
with Russia’s
Pacific coast, is
completed.

On this day
in 1895, the
poem “America the
Beautiful”, written by
Katharine Lee Bates,
is first published.

On this day
in 1786,
Morocco agrees to
stop attacking
American ships in
the Mediterranean
for a payment of
$10,000.

On this day
in 1936,
General Francisco
Franco of Spain
revolts against the
Republican government, starting the
Spanish Civil War.

On this day
in 1810, P.T.
Barnum, American
showman, is born.

On this day in
1854, the
Republican Party is
officially organized
in Jackson,
Michigan.

On this day
in 1832,
Henry Schoolcraft
discovers the
source of the
Mississippi River in
Minnesota.

Sioux Chief
Sitting Bull
surrenders to the
U.S.
Army.
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On this day
in 1927,
Christopher Stone
becomes the first
British “disc
jockey” when he
plays records for
the BBC.

On this day
in 1951, the
George Washington
Carver National
Monument in Joplin,
Missouri, becomes
the first national
park honoring an
African American.
On this day in
1873, the
James Gang robs a
train in Adair, Iowa.

On this day
in 1969, The
U.S. Patent
Office issues a patent
for the game
"Twister".
.

On this day
in 1901, over
74,000 Pittsburgh
steel workers go on
strike.

this day
22 inOn1814,
five

Indian tribes in Ohio
make peace with
the United States
and declare war on
Britain.

day
this day
28 Oninthis
29 inOn1588,
1920,
the
Pancho Villa
surrenders to the
Mexican government.

Spanish Armada is
sighted off the
coast of England.
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’

698

Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

1298

$
Flexsteel Sofa

1998

$
Flexsteel Leather
Reclining Sofa

Compare at $3399

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture resistant cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

NORTH STORE

SOUTH STORE

Since 1947

bensff.com

5 YEARS
Special

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

®

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

FINANCING

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

OPEN 7 DAYS:
Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

