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Career of Automotiv
Innovations

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

uring the experimental years of creating the automobile,
many innovations were established only to be replaced by
a better design as the years passed; however, one Michigan man is
believed to have invented an engine that continues to be used to
this day.
Walter Lorenzo Marr was born in Lexington, Michigan, on August
14, 1865. His father passed away when Walter was only six years
old, and in order for his family to make ends meet, he was forced
to begin working early in life. Around 18 years old, Walter began
working as an engineering apprentice in East Tawas, Michigan,
for John Walker and Sons. In 1887, Marr was hired by Wickes
Brothers, which was an engineering firm in Saginaw. There he began
experimenting with steam engines, constructing the implements for

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
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very once in a while a
story will surface about
a compelling piece of history
discovered after hiding in plain sight
for decades. While a homestead in
Shiawassee County, Michigan,
began its existence out in the open,
by the 19th century it was seemingly
impossible to realize its existence,
even while sitting right in the middle
of it – as a result, the cabin became
forgotten over time to people in the area.
In the mid-1830s, before Michigan was even a state, a few
men began organizing a settlement to be established on the

sawmills and power boats
– he remained there until
1896. With the knowledge
of designing motors over
the past nine years, Walter
decided to try his hand at
manufacturing items on his own.
Walter Lorenzo Marr
It was around this time that he
married his wife, Abbie Farrar, and together they would
eventually have three children, Olive Elizabeth, Walter
Durant and Sarah Ashelford.
Marr remained in Saginaw where he opened a business
manufacturing what he called the Marr bicycle – two

See LEXINGTON Page 8

Shiawassee River near
the Big Rapids. The first
two permanent inhabitants of
the community named Comstock were Lucy and Elias
Comstock. After marrying his wife, Elias taught school in
Detroit before moving out to Pontiac for a new teaching
job – shortly after, he opened a store in Stony Creek. They
made their way to the area in the summer of 1835, with
a handful of other families and their belongings being
pulled by ox-drawn wagons. Men quickly began cutting
down trees, and once they had 40 ready to be crafted into
a home, a one-room log cabin was constructed near the
Shiawassee River off Main Street in just one day in 1836.
The Comstock’s promptly established a general store in
the new town and in 1837, Elias began his career in public
See WRECKING BALL Page 26
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readers online and is distributed to
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area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ads in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
or articles not written by our staff.
ThumbPrint News can be mailed
directly to your home for as low as
$2.50 an issue! Call (810) 794-2300
to find out how! Or you can check out
ThumbPrintNews.com/Subscribe for
more information.
Bird's-eye view of Foxfire Botanical Gardens, 2008

If you have been reading ThumbPrint News for the past nine years
and have followed some of my editorials, you will know that one of
the things I am passionate about is gardening. In Michigan, two of my
favorite months are July and August because those are the months when
gardens are adorned in their brightest colors and most fragrant blossoms.
More than 20 years ago, my husband and I bought a few acres of
land on the corner of Marsh Road and Jankow Road in Clay Township
(Algonac), Michigan. That piece was the beginning of Foxfire Farm
Botanical Gardens. I remember how we carefully laid out on paper our
design for the herb gardens, which were divided into different themes.
Some of those included medicinal herbs, international herbs, herbs used
in cooking, herbs of the Bible, Native American herbs, herbs used for
dyeing and herbs for children. Woodchip pathways meandered throughout
and edible landscaping plants and trees added accents. Around the pond
there would be room for 40 different kinds of apples. In the back part of
the property, 20 kinds of pears were on the radar. All of our plans that
were once on paper came to fruition. After a couple of years, the gardens
were beautiful.
Over the years, we added many types of old farm buildings, which were
moved lovingly from many parts of the surrounding areas and restored.
Many more edible landscaping plants were added, such as six kinds of
nut trees, plums, apricots, nectarines, cherries (both sweet and sour),
persimmons, medlars and much more. Extensive varieties of spring bulbs,
daylilies and irises were some of the focal points of the gardens.
We eventually had a small business there, selling herbs and other plants.
A few years later, we ended up building our log home on the same piece of
property. It was truly my little piece of paradise (and still is). We opened
the gardens to the public for tours.
Unfortunately, a hailstorm around 10 years ago and a severe winter
of ice and snow eight or nine years ago, made its marks on some of
the buildings, along with insects and plant diseases not controlled easily
while trying to go organic, took their toll on the gardens. Through it all,
we rebuilt, replanted and continued to work on the gardens with the help
of some super hard-working gals and guys. I am happy to report that the
gardens are once again on the path to being a showpiece.
This summer, we are offering a unique opportunity to those who dine
on specified days at one of our other businesses, Foxfire Fixin's Restaurant
in Marine City, Michigan. For eight days only at the end of July and the
beginning of August, your dining experience will net you a ticket to be
one of the first visitors to again tour the gardens and see what progress
has been made – for free! The details can be found on page 17 of this
issue. Those few days will be the only days this summer that Foxfire
Botanical Gardens will be open.
This morning, I was sitting in my log cabin and was looking out the
large front windows that overlook the pond and the See LETTER Page 17
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Relationship Relativity

By John Vincent and Bairbre' Senkus, ThumbPrint News Columnists

“The thing I hate about an argument is that it always interrupts a discussion.”
~ G. K. Chesterton
Good, solid and constructive communication can be a challenge for many couples
… under the best of circumstance. And even normal arguments, when done right, can
be value added. But under the heated influence of a bad argument, communication can
easily breakdown or even become downright toxic. When raw, negative and unfiltered
emotions and words are flowing during a fiery exchange, they can imprint long-lasting
scars. Unfortunately, intimate relationship makes each partner an expert, knowing which
buttons to push that can cause the most hurt. So next time you feel that tempers may flare
between you and your partner, keep an eye out for the “Four Henchmen”. They can easily
get roped into the moment … but give you plenty of grief for later:
1. Pride. Getting hung up on the pride of being “right” can be a relationship disabler. It
can stop your partner from even trying to share their thoughts and feelings, knowing
that you will never concede. Instead of truly listening and empathizing where your
partner is coming from, your mind is only filtering how right you are, and all the
ways your partner is wrong. Pride is also a major reason why it can take so long to
say I’m sorry.
2. Anger. The momentum of anger can cut through feelings like a rampant lawn mower
blade through grass, leaving a hefty relationship repair bill at the end of its path.
While there is usually some element of truth in harshly spoken words, raw and pent
up emotions can exaggerate and twist what you are trying to say. It’s also a good idea
to look for the source of where this anger is coming from (resentment, frustration,
belief mismatch, etc.).
3. Wounds. When you become wounded during an argument, typically you lash back
trying to compensate by dishing out equivalent damage, or you retreat and hide
because of hurt feelings – neither of which lend themselves to a fair and constructive
ending. When you are hurt, it is hard to focus on anything other than the pain you
are feeling.
4. Silence. At the heart of every intimate relationship (same with family or friends),
most of us just want to be heard. But unfortunately, some fit their lives into predefined
boxes based on the ideas and expectations of others. With this comes certain rules
of behavior, and keeping true feelings hidden seems to be a common one. This is a
huge, underlying issue that can also spawn resentment and frustration … leading to
further arguments and misunderstandings.

to read online anytime!

elevated perspective allows you to focus on key points and underlying reasons. Too,
you may not always agree, but at least you can understand from where you are each
coming from (always a good starting point).
5. Pause. Don’t get swallowed up in the moment too quickly. Create a gap between
stimulus and response. Do you really want to spew out words that are hurtful or
spiteful? What does that really accomplish? An argument can easily end when either
partner decides to keep their mouth closed, at least until a respectful response can
follow!
6. Listen. Instead of arming your thoughts with your next reply or rebuttal, clear your
mind and honor your partner by really trying to see, hear and feel just where they are
coming from. Often, this deep understanding/empathy can stop an argument dead
in its tracks. Looking at your partner with compassion and really hearing what they
are saying will actually help you learn more about them. And this perspective lends
much toward resolution.
7. Delay. Don’t ever make decisions when emotionally charged. There is a word for
when you allow this to happen: regret! Take the necessary time to cool off and develop
a much calmer thought process before making any type of impactful decision.
Think back and remember the “opposites attract” factor that initially helped draw you
to your partner? Well, an argument is usually born out of these same differences! Since
growth occurs more in differences than in sameness, keep your eye out for the learning
experiences that lie buried under the veil of arguments … especially those arguments that
have the same pattern repeated over and over again … as that is precisely where your
biggest growth opportunities lie.
Intimate partners are supposed to help each other grow and learn, to be a catalyst
toward possibilities and potential. Bottom line, your partner is your friend … not a foe.
They are your best friend, companion, lover and soulmate. Don’t let bad arguments get
in the way and spoil all of that!
Thanks for reading! Remember, if you have any topics you would like to
get our viewpoints on, or have any questions or comments, please email us at
relationshiprelativity@gmail.com.
Next month’s column will look at why self-respect and esteem are such important
ingredients to a successful relationship.

Why Us?

Knowledgeable
Factory Trained & Certified
Licensed & Insured
Detailed System Quote
Guaranteed Clean up
Physical Location/Showroom

While the Four Henchmen certainly have many allies that can lead to additional
communication breakdowns, by keeping the Big Four out of the picture you can prevent
and alleviate many misgivings in the first place. Keep them at bay with the following tips:
1. Honesty. Make certain you say what you are feeling and thinking. Don’t bottle up
your feelings (and words), become shut down, and then be afraid to “rock the boat”.
If honesty does not prevail, then root causes are never known and addressed …
and the real you remains hidden. In addition, the strategy of not rocking the boat
usually backfires. Keeping feelings and thoughts under wraps ultimately adds more
anger, resentment and tuning out, which then drives you even further away from
your partner.
2. Time Out. Sometimes the best thing to do when a discussion begins to unravel
and escalate into an argument is just to stop and reconvene at a later agreed upon
time. This isn’t sweeping anything under the rug; it’s just reconnecting when both
heads are calmer and more constructive. There’s a reason why the argument was
beginning to boil in the first place. By letting a more harmonious perspective prevail,
you can better get to the root cause by expressing your true feelings in an honest and
respectful manner.
3. Humor. Many times, a touch of humor can be the perfect antidote to diffuse a tense
or spiraling situation. The question is, who is going to be strong enough to initiate it?
4. Higher Awareness. Sometimes arguments can really be trivial. In the heat of the
moment, they may not seem so, but an interjection of higher awareness can help. We
know this is easier said than done, as many heated moments almost seem pointless
after the surge of emotion has dissipated. Try and imagine yourself as an unbiased
spectator sitting at the edge of all the commotion. You would probably think that
the subject matter doesn’t warrant the argumentative response you are viewing. An
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THIS 4TH OF JULY
Contributed by Amber Deegan,

Marketing Director for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

As we approach the 4 of July holiday, more formally known as
Independence Day, it’s a good time to consider what independence
means for us individually. When we’re young, we crave it. That desire
to be on our own and do things our way is a strong driving force. In our
middle-age years, we are in total control of our independent destiny
and live life on our own terms. However, as we begin to enter our
golden years, sometimes physical ailments and health conditions pose
a threat to our independence that cause us to have to become dependent
on others for things we’ve done for ourselves our whole lives.
As we age, we develop conditions, such as hearing loss, which can
be extremely debilitating. Research from Johns Hopkins University
has shown that adults with hearing loss experience a 30 – 40%
faster cognitive decline than those with optimal hearing. If you’ve
ever experienced or can imagine losing your hearing, it’s evident
how it can hinder our independence. For some people, it’s missing
phone calls, the doorbell or normal daily conversations. For others,
it leads to cognitive decline, increases risk of falling and increases
the chances of developing dementia and Alzheimer’s. Scientists have
shown that when we experience hearing loss, the brain attempts to
work harder as hearing becomes more impaired, attempting to focus
and comprehend what is going on. Many connections in the brain then
begin to reorganize themselves to try to compensate for the increased
workload, which results in cognitive decline. When this happens, we
often become dependent on family, caregivers, medications, etc.
But what if there were a treatment that would allow us to gain some of
our independence back? With the advancements in technology, health
conditions such as hearing loss are treatable. It has been said that
approximately 90 – 95% of people with hearing loss can be treated
with hearing aids. A hearing aid has three basic parts: a microphone,
amplifier and speaker. The hearing aid receives sound through a
microphone, which converts the sound waves to electrical signals or
codes and sends them to an amplifier. The amplifier increases the
power of the signals and then sends them to the ear through a speaker
which are passed along to the brain. Hearing aids make it possible for
a person with hearing loss to listen, communicate and participate more
fully in daily activities, which in turn exercises our auditory system and
can help prevent cognitive decline.
This 4th of July holiday and always, please be sure to protect your
hearing health from the beautiful fireworks that emit loud noises
which are very damaging. Wearing ear plugs or muffs and staying
a safe distance away from
ignition sites are good forms
of protection. Additionally,
l imiting excessive nois e
exposure, limiting ototoxic
medication intake and staying
in overall optimal health are
keys to preventing hearing loss.
Happy Independence Day!
th

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the
negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website
www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their
35 locations: (810) 356-0559.

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com
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FREE SUMMER HEARING HEALTH CLINIC

Do you often ask people to repeat themselves in conversations?
Do you experience ringing in your ears?
Do you have difficulty hearing during telephone conversations?
Have you been told that you speak louder than others?
Do your loved ones complain that you play the TV too loud?
If your quiz looked like this
on any of the questions
above, please contact us to schedule a completely free, no
obligation hearing exam to determine your hearing health status.
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*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Trust™ 17 or 9 hearing system, based on two instruments.
$500 off of a single instrument. Discount taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any
other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one check per person.
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Where's Your
Treasure?

By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

An unexpected flood in my basement,
as well as a few random home repairs and
maintenance this week, have resulted in
some expenses I hadn't really anticipated. As a Dave Ramsey Financial
Peace University fan, I've followed all the steps, prepared for emergencies,
stashed the money away for such things, but never really WANTED to
believe I might have to use it.
It's really not very FUN to spend your money on repairs and replacements,
but that's what an emergency fund is for.
I went to bed disgusted that I'd have to dig into that fund, but I woke up
for some reason remembering a story – one of those stories I always seem
to get when wearing my "school shoes" at work. It was one I needed to
recall this morning. One I need to share.
I once cared for a very wealthy, well-known, respected man. He talked
often about all of the money he had saved during his working years. He was
quite proud of himself. He worked very hard, put it away and safeguarded
it well so he could look forward to his retirement years. He'd planned to
travel, to fish, to golf and enjoy his wealth living in the new home he and
his wife had planned to purchase. They sold their beautiful, paid-off home
and moved into a luxury apartment, where they had planned to stay
only temporarily for six months to a year while shopping for the PERFECT
retirement place. Two years later, they were still living in that temporary
apartment, and still searching for that perfect home – still saving, saving,
saving for those long anticipated, enjoyable and relaxing retirement years.
And then, the man became ill and was diagnosed with cancer, and he
became very angry. You see, cancer was not in his plans.
He started getting chemotherapy and was too weak to travel. And that
was not what he had planned!
He caught infection after infection and had multiple admissions to the
hospital. The hospital was not on his list of places he'd wanted to travel!
His friends in high places couldn't help him, and while he was hospitalized,
the only good his wealth did him was allow him to receive Egyptian cotton
sheets and his meals delivered on china instead of paper plates.
All that saved up and safeguarded money did for him was sit in the bank.
It didn't cure his cancer. It didn't fix the broken relationships in his family.
It didn't bring him enjoyment. And it certainly didn't make him very nice.
In fact, he wasn't very nice at all – until one day...
Nearing the end of his life, those of us who cared for him became the
recipients of his bitterness and anger. Finally, one day he broke down
and cried very hard and very long. He realized that his cancer was not
going to be cured, and that he was actually going to die very soon. I stood
next to his bed, and I just waited. He got very sick and without going into
any great detail, I'll just say he needed to be cleaned, and the entire bed
needed changing. It was quite a mess, and this very proud man was now
horribly humiliated.
I let him cry, I let him yell and talk down to me. And when we were all
done, and he had a fresh gown, and fresh sheets, he looked at me and
said, "You know what? I saved my entire career for these retirement years.
I am a very wealthy man. I have enough money to pay cash for any home
my wife and I want – in any zip code around here I choose! I saved and
saved so that we could travel, and never have to worry about money. And
now, not only will I never be able to enjoy it – here I am at the end of my life
and I need someone ELSE to wipe my a%#!"
And he was right. He'd learned an important lesson about what really
matters – but it was too late.
I'll never forget that day. I'll never forget that man. And I'll never forget
what he taught me.
We can make all of the plans we want, but we are never really in charge
of what happens. We can hold onto our money with the tightest clenched
fist, and still never see or enjoy any of it. In fact, I believe if you hold your
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fist shut tightly enough, unwilling to open it up in generosity –your hand
will get stuck, and so will your heart.
This week, a couple of folks, who wished to remain anonymous, dropped
everything they were doing in order to spend hours with me doing the
filthy clean-up of my flooded basement. They said they enjoyed the
fellowship – and we did, actually, have a pretty good time that day, despite
the circumstances. When I asked if it was okay to give them a shout-out
on Facebook, they said no – because they were doing "the Lord's work"
and were storing up treasures in heaven. They were the polar opposite of
that man in the hospital who went to great lengths for decades in order to
hoard his money.
Matthew 6:19-20 says, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will also be."
I'm thankful for that emergency money I'd saved up, and I'm headed out
shortly to go get it in order to pay for the repairs. After all, that's what it's
for. And let's face it – ya can't take it with ya.
But as soon as I leave the credit union from making that withdrawal, I'm
going straight over to my son's house, because that's where my treasure
is. And I'm going to snuggle my grand babies, because they've absolutely
stolen my heart – hook, line and sinker.
Thank you to the anonymous friends who dropped everything they
were doing and sacrificed an evening with family and friends, in order to
show up and get dirty with me in my
flooded basement. You look like Jesus
to me, and I love you!
By the way – if you're wondering
what happened to the man in the
story, he died. And he left all of his
treasures behind. Where's YOUR
treasure??
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3 BEDROOM, 2 FULL BATHS & FIRST-FLOOR LAUNDRY

810.648.3299 • 855 W. SANILAC (M-46), SANDUSKY
WWW.UNITEDCONSTRUCTIONHOMES.COM
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CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5PM | Wed 9AM to 6PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call one of our local offices:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Caro office: (989) 673-5652
Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

For a custom, integrated marketing campaign on-air and online, email us at sales@FoxFM.com.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

THUMBPRINT NEWs in Nova Scotia

�umbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its beginning nine years ago. In just that short
time, our faithful readers have taken our paper with them to all ﬁ�ty United States and to all seven
continents, photographing themselves in front of points of interest in those places. It has been and
continues to be an armchair tour of the world! �is month, one of our regular feature writers, Rita
MacDonald, traveled with the paper to Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada, and this is the photo she
submitted:
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If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, please consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and photographing it with yourself in front of a point
of interest for that location. Please submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a paragraph about your trip. When your
photo or photos appear in the paper, we will be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address with your submission.

ALSO, WE ARE STARTING A NEW CHALLENGE THIS MONTH. PLEASE SEND A PHOTO OF A FAVORITE
ANIMAL POSING WITH THUMBPRINT NEWS! THE SAME CRITERIA ABOVE WILL APPLY. LET’S SEE
IF WE CAN GET A WHOLE MENAGERIE OF ANIMALS! BE CREATIVE!
Designed by Freepik
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ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
15 to 50 Feet
PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons
submitting the correct answer by the 15th of the month, one will be
randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise
gift at the end of the year! On December 16, 2019, one winner will be
drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our June contest, we asked our readers to identify what
the object to the left is and for what it is used. Of all of those
submitting the correct answer, Damian Polack of Fort Gratiot,
Michigan, was randomly chosen and will be entered into the
year-end drawing. Damian
identified the object as a
bicycle spoke wrench.
Interesting Bicycle Facts
• The word bicycle started being used several
years after bicycles first appeared for sale.
Those first models were called velocipedes.
• The first commercially sold bicycle,
commonly called “Boneshaker”,
weighed over 176 pounds when it
appeared for sale in 1868 in Paris.
• The modern-style of
originated in England.

bicycle

• Over 100 million bicycles are
manufactured each year.
• Bicycles save over 238 million
gallons of gas every year.
• Cycling is one of the best pastimes
for people who want to reduce their
risk of having heart disease or a
stroke.

1940 Motorola
musical bicycle ad

For our July contest, we are asking our readers to identify
what the item pictured to the left is and for what it is used.
Go to our website www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the
answer.
Good Luck!
I believe our flag is more than just cloth and ink.
It is a universally recognized symbol that stands
for liberty and freedom. It is the history of our
nation, and it's marked by the blood of those who
died defending it.
~ John Thune
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years later he moved his daily operations to Detroit. Shortly
before the turn of the century, Marr made the decision to sell
his bicycle business to focus on the newly-created automotive
industry. It was around this time that Marr began working for
David Buick, who at the time produced engines for manufacturing
and boating purposes. Marr worked for Buick until 1901, when
an argument about a motorized wagon that Walter was working
on led the two men to go their separate ways – there was
uncertainty of who the rightful owner of the project was, Buick
claimed it was his because Marr worked for him and Marr said it
was his because he created it. Buick wanted $300 for the wagon,
Marr during his bike but after Walter held out for some time, he was eventually able to
racing days
buy it for $225.
Walter took that motorized wagon and used it for
a prototype for his new business venture. He created
the Marr Auto Car Company, which was incorporated
as a Detroit enterprise in 1902 – although it was
a Detroit corporation, the vehicles were actually
made in Elgin, Illinois, by Fauber Manufacturing,
but were designed by Marr. Walter made his way to
the Chicago Auto Show in 1902, to spread the word
about his new vehicle, and when he returned home
Marr Autocar 1902
he had more than 500 orders to fill. He quickly began working
to construct the vehicles, but sadly Marr was only able to complete 10 cars before
tragedy struck – the Fauber plant went up in flames in 1903, taking every car that
was finished except one. The vehicle was a two-seater powered by a 104-cubic
inch one cylinder motor. The car was only 1,000 pounds and had six horsepower
and was able to travel as far as 350 miles on just nine gallons of gas. While many
motorized wagons were being constructed in garages throughout the country by
many self-proclaimed engineers, the surviving Marr Auto Car included state-ofthe-art features that would be used for years to come.
While Marr was out of the picture, Buick Motor Company had moved its
operations from Detroit to Flint and was incorporated in 1903. Around this time
there were literally thousands of small automobile manufacturers and Buick was
nowhere near the top of that list because David Buick had only produced two
cars after years of trying and the company was in debt. Following the loss of
his manufacturing plant in Illinois sometime in late 1903 or early 1904, Marr
returned to work for Buick as chief engineer, using his car as the prototype for
the first production car constructed under the Buick name. Not only did this car
include features, such as a spark ignition, an cutting edge carburetor, planetary
transmission and a tilting steering wheel, it was also the first time an engine with
overhead cams was produced in the country. Sources differ as to when the OHV
engine was first constructed and exactly who was responsible for it, but many list
Marr as being responsible for the innovation, making many of these revelations
while working on his own. While the engine design was first advertised for its ease
of repairs, it later became evident that the arrangement allowed more airflow and
produced a lot more horsepower than other engines.
Shortly after his return, Marr and
David Buick’s son, Thomas, took
his prototype for a test drive from
Detroit to Flint. The investigative
run went so well in the vehicle called
the Model B that production began
immediately – by the end of 1904, the
company completed 37 cars. Although
the cars Buick produced the previous
year were impressively designed with
many people having to see it perform
to believe the immense power and
climbing capabilities of the Model B,
Walter Marr and Tom Buick on a prototype 1904
the company still didn’t have the financial
Buick Model B
means to produce it the way they wanted.
William C. Durant, who by this time was known as the Carriage King throughout
Flint, took notice of Buick’s promise despite not being fond of vehicles at the time.
He eventually decided to back the company financially and he quickly proved how
successful of a salesman he really was – after attending the 1905 New York Auto

LEXINGTON

Continued from Page 1
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Show, Durant returned home with 1,000 new orders to fill despite the fact that they
had only produced a little more than 40 cars so far. One of Durant’s first orders of
business was to construct a new manufacturing facility in Flint, and while the new
building was being erected, he temporarily moved Buick’s operations to Jackson,
Michigan. With the company now producing Model Cs as well, over 700 vehicles
were completed in 1905 in the new location. Durant continued to try and convince
other businesses that produced automobile implements to move to Flint; one that
agreed was Charles Stewart Matt, who relocated his axle company from Utica,
New York, to Flint. In order to showcase just how powerful the Buick engines
were, Durant organized a racing team composed of well-known names, such as
Bob Burmann and Louis Chevrolet, who won 500 trophies over the next few years.
The company continued to showcase their products’ capabilities – the Buick car
was the only vehicle to complete the 1,000 mile race from Chicago to New York in
1906, and it was also the first car to traverse South America.
By 1908, Buick was the biggest automobile producer in the country, with more
than 8,000 cars built – it was at this time that Durant made the decision to form an
investment company and General Motors was born. Quickly working to acquire
new firms for his company’s holdings, Durant started with Buick and Oldsmobile,
before eventually adding Cadillac, Oakland, which would become Pontiac, and
other suppliers, including AC Spark Plugs. With more than 30 companies now
included in General Motors, Durant became overextended on his financial backing,
forcing him to turn over GM to a group of financial investors. In order to regain
control, Durant, along with the help of Louis Chevrolet, created Chevrolet in 1911.
The creation of the new auto manufacturer helped him earn GM’s respect back and
his control over the company was reinstated in 1915.
Marr continued to work as Buick’s chief engineer throughout the years and even
spent time designing airplanes. After visiting Signal Mountain in Tennessee, he
and his wife decided to buy a residence there in 1914. Due to his past experience
with loss due to fire, when the couple began constructing their own cottage, Marr
had it composed of all fireproof material, such as marble floors and poured concrete
– they called the home Marrcrest and it soon became their permanent residence.
Despite moving out of Michigan, Marr continued to work as Buick’s chief engineer
until 1918. This didn’t stop his work with the company, however. He remained as
a consulting engineer until 1923, with Buick often shipping him cars they were
having issues with.
Just before Marr made the decision to move down to Tennessee permanently,
he was working on a prototype for Buick, which was meant to compete with
Packard’s recently released Twin Six. What Marr would create is the 1915 Buick
V12, which was nicknamed Walter’s Baby, and was first drawn out on a napkin that
now resides in Flint’s Sloan Museum. The vehicle was constructed in Flint in 1914,
although it wasn’t intended for American streets, but instead for the European
market because of their narrower roads. As a result, the Buick V12 only had a 100inch wheelbase and weighed in at 600 pounds – the passenger seat was actually
situated behind the driver’s seat. It boasted numerous innovative items, such as a
telescoping steering wheel, curved radiator, electric start and a slip transmission.
Two of these cars were built, one of which survives today, but Buick never put
them into production because it made more financial sense to craft a vehicle that
had room for four occupants. The Buick V12 remains in the Marr family to this day
and was painstakingly restored by Walter’s son, Walter Durant, in 1946.
Amazingly one of Walter’s first vehicles he ever built still survives to this day,
as well. The Marr Auto Car was purchased in Ohio by the Ford Museum during
the Depression, where it remained for the next 50 years – it was then auctioned off
to Jerry Martin, who restored it. After owning the vehicle for the next 19 years, he
eventually sold the car to the Marr family in 1999. Today the Marr name lives on
throughout Signal Mountain in Tennessee, in places like the Marr Field runway
and the Signal Mountain Presbyterian Church, which was renamed Marr Memorial
Chapel in his honor.
Walter Lorenzo Marr passed away on December 11, 1941. His name may not be
one of the first that comes to mind when people think of auto trailblazers, but the
role he played in creating Buick’s first car was responsible for the company’s stellar
reputation, as well as the creation of General Motors – automotive historian Bev
Kimes explained Marr as a brilliant and innovative engineer whose contributions
made the Buick one of America’s most desirable automobiles in the early part of
the 20th century. To this day, the OHV engine, also known as a “pushrod motor”,
continues to be used in new cars, despite being 120-year-old technology, speaking
to the amazing innovation at a time when cars were just becoming a reality.
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(810) 385-6063

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

START TO FINISH TOTAL BATH REMODELING
Less Mess & Less Demolition
NEW BATH AREA
in as little as 1-2 days
FULL LINE
of Safety & Accessibility Products

After Remodel

50LABOR
% OFF

See store for details. Expires 7/31/19

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

Melanie Duquesnel

School is out, and summer is here. The beautiful, warm Michigan weather makes it
hard to stay inside. Now is the perfect time to explore all that Michigan has to offer.
Whether you’re visiting the famous Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, taking a
bike ride on one of our state’s beautiful bike trails, making your way through Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula or enjoying one of the many enjoyable festivals Michigan has to offer,
it’s important to plan ahead.
It’s easy to get caught up in all the planning of where to go and what to do on vacation,
but don’t forget to take precautions in protecting your home and personal information.
Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula has a few
tips to keep your vacation relaxed and worry-free.
• Avoid broad internet searches. Try to avoid entering phrases like “best deals” into
whichever search engine you use. Broad search terms like that can sometimes lead
you to websites that look official but are designed solely to rip people off.
• Be alert for travel scams. Watch out for phone calls or letters claiming that you’ve
“won a trip” or websites offering prices that are too good to be true. It’s easy to
extend questionable offers like these, but most of them leave hopeful travelers in
limbo – and out money. Learn more about travel scams at bbb.org/travelscam.
• Get trip details in writing. Before making the final payment, get all the details of the
trip in writing. This should include the total cost, restrictions, cancellation penalties
and names of the airlines and hotels. Also, review and keep a copy of the airline’s
and hotel’s cancellation and refund policies, as well as the cancellation policies of the
travel agency or booking site you are using.
• Consider travel insurance. Travel insurance covers things like trip cancellations or
medical emergencies. There are different levels of coverage based on what type of
plan you purchase. Ask a lot of questions, and always read the fine print to see what’s
covered and what’s not.
• Pay with a credit card. Paying with a credit card gives you additional protection
if something should go wrong with the travel reservation. Make sure the website is
also secure. The URL should show https:// Without the “s” in the URL, you will be
sharing your credit card information potentially with everyone.
Once your trip is booked, and you are ready to go, there are a few things to keep in
mind. The following tips will keep you, your belongings and your home safe while you
are away:
• Use hotel safes. Store extra cash and keep any valuables under lock and key.
• Wait to post on social media. We all like to share our vacation adventures with
friends and family, but wait until you get back from your trip. Giving too much detail
about when you will be away, and your home will be empty, could attract thieves.
• Check your home insurance. If your home will be unattended while you are away,
make sure you know your responsibilities under your home insurance policy. Some
policies do not cover damage if nobody checks on your home for a certain amount
of time.
It’s so important to do your homework. Ask family and friends to recommend a travel
agent or travel website and visit bbb.org to view free Business Profiles. If you are using
online services to find accommodations, be sure to research the business and read customer
reviews about any rentals you are considering. You may also call (866) 788-5706.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and
promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

America was not built on fear. America was
built on courage, on imagination and an
unbeatable determination to do the job at hand.
~ Harry S. Truman

July 2019		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

Fri 12pm - 8pm
Sat 10am - 8pm
Sun 10am - 6pm

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

Page 11

35248 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore, MI 48047
(the old VG’s grocery store)

BOOK YOUR BUSINESS NOW!
Spaces starting at $100 per weekend.

586-273-7900 newbaltimoretradecenter.com

Page 12		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

Toxic Plants
and Flowers
By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

There are approximately 700 plants and flowers that can be poisonous or
toxic to our pets. While plants and flowers can be beautiful, it is always
advisable to research any plants/flowers that your pets may come in direct
contact with. Their effects can range from mild to severe, depending on
what part of the plant is consumed, as well as the quantity consumed.
Some plants cause minor rashes or mild gastrointestinal symptoms such
as nausea, vomiting and diarrhea, while others can cause more serious
diseases like kidney failure, seizures and even death.
There are many resources available including your local veterinary
office, local nursery and gardening centers; the internet also has many
sources available to you including the ASPCA website which has an
extensive list of toxic plants and flowers. Plus, there are gardening books
available that can be used for identifying poisonous plants and flowers.
These are just a few examples of toxic plants: azalea, foxglove, mistletoe,
oleander, rhododendron, climbing nightshade, chrysanthemums, baby’s
breath, daffodils, poinsettias, delphinium and juniper.

to read online anytime!
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I recommend keeping a list of important phone numbers in an easily
accessible location in your house, in case of any accidental, toxic exposures.
The following phone numbers should be included in your list: your primary
veterinarian, one or more nearby 24-hour veterinary emergency clinics and
poison control – either ASPCA at (888) 426-4435 (there is a consultation
fee) or Pet Poison Helpline at (855) 764-7661 (with a possible fee involved).
I also recommend to not induce vomiting or offer any antidotes without
the advice of your veterinarian, a toxicologist or poison control specialist.
When you contact poison control, be ready to provide them with your name,
address and phone, your pet’s name, age and weight, the name of the plant
that was ingested, approximately how much was ingested, if known, how
long ago the ingestion occurred and any symptoms that your pet may be
experiencing. However, if your pet is seizuring or unconscious, they should
be taken to the closest veterinary clinic for immediate attention.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you can
reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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OPEN FOR
BREAKFAST
LUNCH AND
DINNER
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL 2PM

SUN
7AM - 10PM

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM
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BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON
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Gift Certificates Available in Any Amount

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

FRI
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SAT
7AM - 11PM

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM

Large Parties Welcome ■ Reservations Recommended
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to Foxfire Farm Botanical Garden

e)
($10 Valu

AM AND 3:30 PM
PM
WHEN YOU DINE AT FOXFIRE FIXIN’S JULY 29, 30, 31, AUGUST 1, 5, 6, 7 OR 8 BETWEEN 7:30 AM
*SOME RESTRICTIONS
RESTRICTIONS APPLY
APPLY
YOU CAN REQUEST AND RECEIVE A FREE BOTANICAL GARDEN TOUR TICKET. *SOME
The Gardens, located at the corner of Marsh and Jankow Roads in Algonac, MI, have been closed for several years for renovations.

This will be the ONLY opportunity in 2019 to view the progress on the Gardens.

*GARDEN TOUR AVAILABLE DATES:

12 PM - 4 PM

TICKETS CAN BE USED ON THE SAME DAY AS DATE OF DINING OR ON A DIFFERENT AVAILABLE DATE.
IF ADDITIONAL FAMILY OR FRIENDS WISH TO JOIN THOSE WHO RECEIVED A FREE TICKET BY DINING AT
FOXFIRE FIXIN ’S, A $10 ENTRANCE FEE PER PERSON - CASH ONLY - WILL BE CHARGED AT THE GATE.
TICKETS ARE NON-TRANSFERABLE AND NO CASH VALUE WILL BE GIVEN FOR UNUSED TICKETS.
CUSTOMERS MUST HAVE ORIGINAL TICKET AND VALID IDENTIFICATION AT THE GARDEN GATE.
LOST TICKETS CANNOT BE REPLACED. SELF-GUIDED, WALKING TOUR. NOT HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE.
ROADSIDE PARKING ON MARSH ROAD (USE GRASS)

Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS
Spring is typically the most active season in real estate; however, other than some
“unexpected hot spots” as noted by REALTOR® magazine, the housing market here
across Michigan was good, but relatively stagnant.
It's no secret that Western Michigan’s housing market is hot. Realtor.com’s
housing market forecast for 2019, shows that out of the 100 largest metro areas in
the U.S., the Grand Rapids metro area is projected to have the biggest percentage
increase – 8.2% – in price growth. Grand Rapids is once again listed in the U.S.’s
Top 10 hottest housing markets.
Closer to home, Chesterfield Township saw a 25.2% increase in listings, 5%
decrease in closed sales, and 6.1% increase in average sales price. Macomb
Township listings increased 7%, closed sales increased 1.5% and average sales
prices increased 2.1% year-over-year through May.
Year-to-date through May, comparing 2019 to 2018:

New listings were:
Closed sales were:
Average sales prices were:
5.5% in St. Clair County
6.2% in St. Clair County
3.6% in St. Clair County
9.1% in Macomb County
2.6% in Macomb County
3.2% in Macomb County
3.4% in Oakland County
1.5% in Oakland County
0.9% in Oakland County
9.6% in Grosse Pointes
1.9% in Grosse Pointes
0.2% in Grosse Pointes
and Lake Township
and Lake Township
and Lake Township

As the real estate market enters the summer months,
buyers should prepare to act quickly, and if sellers price
their houses fairly, they can expect to have their houses
sold quickly.

LETTER FROM THE

ONE PER PERSON

EDITOR ON PAGE

*Minimum order
of $10 per person
required, excluding
taxes and gratuity.

2 FOR MORE

THE BOTANICAL

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CALL DIANE AT 810-614-8036.

PROPERTY POTPOURRI

PLEASE SEE THE

INFORMATION ON

- NO PARKING ON JANKOW ROAD.

WALK-UP GARDEN GATE LOCATED OFF MARSH ROAD.

Remember to
ask for your
free ticket
before you
leave.

GARDENS.

7200 RIVER ROAD, MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255) | WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
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JULY 29, 30, 31, AUGUST 1, 5, 6, 7 OR 8

NO OTHER DATES
WILL BE AVAILABLE
THIS YEAR.

HOME SELLER CHECKLIST
You’ve made the decision to sell, now what?
Market Research – While you may have a good idea of prices in your
neighborhood and around your house, you need a better idea of comparable
similar style, size (square footage, bedrooms and baths), location and
amenities properties before you put your house on the market. Even if you
feel other houses do not compare to yours, they do compete with yours for
the buyer.
Use of a Real Estate Professional – A 2018 National Association of Realtors®
(NAR) Survey reported that 93% of home sellers worked with a real estate
agent to sell their home. Those using Realtors® wanted a trusted advisor
able to assist with marketing, pricing, staging, negotiations, managing and
navigating the process.
Get Your House Ready to Sell – Enhance your property’s curb appeal to make
a good first impression. De-clutter, clean and neutralize your house to let
potential buyers see the space and visualize themselves in their new home.
Staging is important, and when well done, can make a tremendous difference
in the time and price at which a property will sell. A thorough house cleaning
is a must, including mechanicals, such as the tops of the furnace and water
heater, to signify to prospective buyers that you have taken great care of your
house.
Pricing Your Home to Sell – It’s important to understand the market and to
set a reasonable asking price based on actual recent comparable sales. Even
in a Sellers’ market, the asking price should bear a reasonable relationship
to market value to attract offers, perhaps even multiple offers, and to better
ensure that the house will appraise for the agreed price as part of the mortgage
process and result in a successful sale.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland, Macomb Counties
and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at
(810) 278-6654 or (810) 278-6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
The sun is out and temperatures are going up. That’s right, summer has
finally arrived! Unfortunately, the beautiful season also brings out some
not so beautiful bugs. Everywhere you look there’s a spider or an ant or
even some type of flying insect waiting to drive you right back inside. While it’s true
that many of these insects are beneficial, they can also be very troublesome by causing
serious damage to you or your home.
One of the most potentially serious offenders is the carpenter bee. Due to their size and
coloring, they are commonly confused with
bumble bees, but when you know what to
look for you’ll be able to spot their different
characteristics. The carpenter bee’s abdomen
is shiny and bare, with visible yellow hairs on
the thorax. On the other hand, a bumble bee’s
thorax and abdomen is covered with yellow and
black hairy stripes. Beyond the way they look,
carpenter bees act differently as well. They are a solitary insect, meaning there isn’t one
common nest; each carpenter bee has their own.
These nests are created by the carpenter bees boring almost perfectly round, pencilsized holes into wood. The females will turn these holes into long tunnels that they’ll fill
with eggs and pollen. When the eggs hatch, the larvae use the pollen as a food source.
The female carpenter bees will stay in the tunnels to lay eggs, and the males will stay in
the open defending the holes and collecting pollen.
It’s also important to note that male carpenter bees do not have stingers. They can be
protective and aggressive by flying and darting at you while defending their nests, but
they are unable to inflict any actual damage. Female carpenter bees do have stingers, and
they will use them if they’re feeling threatened.
So, while these insects won’t necessarily hurt you, they aren’t harmless. They need to
make their nests somewhere, so they look to the wood around your home. These bees
prefer to use unsealed or unpainted wood for their tunnels, but will enter sealed wood
if need be, or if there are other holes already present. They are attracted to where other
females are already tunneling.
Carpenter bees do not eat or digest wood; however, their excessive tunneling in decks,
railings, fascia, soffits, window frames, door frames and log homes can cause structural
damage. If a board is too badly infested with carpenter bees, it may need
to be replaced. Excrement from these bees will also become noticeable
and can cause staining. Signs that you have an infestation include: holes,
sawdust, staining and of course, carpenter bees flying around.
Like many insects, these bees are pollinators and are very beneficial to
the environment, but their destructive and nuisance behavior can make
them hard to tolerate. Painting, staining and sealing the wood around your
home and yard can greatly reduce your chance of harboring these irksome
insects. There are also wooden houses and traps available to hang or build
in order to deter the bees from using your home as theirs. But, if you Excrement
already have them, it is important that the tunnels are properly treated Staining
and sealed, otherwise they will overwinter in them and appear again the following
spring to damage the same areas.
Each carpenter bee hole should be treated and plugged or sealed individually
to prevent another carpenter bee from using it. ABC Home & Commercial
Services will tailor a plan to fit your needs! Every home is different and every
carpenter bee infestation is different. Our certified, experienced technician
will come out to your home for a free inspection and determine what the best
treatment options will be. Call ABC Home & Commercial Services now at
(810) 794-5678 to begin your treatment process before your carpenter bee problem
becomes an out-of-control infestation.
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e us a call to clear out the pests before the guests arrive.

BC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

and Insured abcbees.com | abcbees@comcast.net

AVAILABLE IN ADA, STANDARD AND FAMILY SIZE UNITS.

Let’s Potty!

YOUR
PORTABLE
POTTY
NEEDS!

Avoid the Wrong Kind

of Party Overflow!

K ABOUT GROUP DISCOUNTS, PREPAY SPECIALS & REFERRAL SAVINGS!
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FAMILY FEATURES

here’s no time like a hot summer picnic to let your patriotic spirit show.
These all-American snacks featuring a classic favorite fruit – watermelon
– are the perfect solution for nearly any summertime celebration.
Watermelon is a patriotic picnic staple for countless reasons, not the least of
which is that it’s a beloved treat that many people associate with memories from
childhood. However, nostalgia isn’t the only reason adults are just as likely to
gravitate toward watermelon at a summer event. Its sweet, cool and refreshing
flavor also makes it a favorite for all ages.
From a practical standpoint, watermelon is also quite portable, versatile and
easy to serve, and with a composition of 92% water, it’s a simple way to sneak
in some extra hydration on a hot day. Another benefit is its value; watermelon
is one of the best values in the produce section among fruit, and just one
watermelon can feed up to three dozen people.
Serving watermelon at a party can be as simple as slicing wedges, or you can
prepare a dish such as:
n A fruit basket, with the rind serving as a colorful bowl to hold the
watermelon and other fresh fruits.
n A charcuterie board with a selection of fruit, cheese and protein for simple
snacking.
n Creamy parfaits, perfect for a summery brunch or alternative to more
traditional desserts.
n A creatively colorful and patriotic “cake” that makes for a tasty centerpiece
on the dessert table.
Find more ideas for incorporating watermelon into your summer festivities
at watermelon.org.

Red, White and Blue Watermelon Parfait

1 cup blueberries
1 container (6 ounces) Greek yogurt
		 (vanilla, lemon or coconut)
1 cup watermelon, plus three pieces
			diced watermelon
		 whipped cream, for serving

Patriotic Fruit Salad

1 watermelon | 1 honeydew | blueberries
Slice 1/4 inch off bottom of watermelon,
lengthwise, to create stable base.
Use pencil to draw zig-zag lines for basket
opening. Using paring knife, make cuts through
rind.
Carefully remove top section, pull out large
chunks of flesh and cut them into 3-by-3-inch
squares.
Trim 3/4-inch thick slices off squares to use for
cutting out stars with 1 1/2-3-inch, star-shaped
cookie cutters.
Use ice cream scoop to remove flesh from inside
basket and cut scoops into quarters for fruit salad.
Place in bottom of basket. Add honeydew and
blueberries; stir to combine.
Cut out white stripes from honeydew.
Garnish top of fruit salad with watermelon stars,
honeydew stripes and blueberries.

1 pint fresh, washed blackberries
12 wooden skewers
1 seedless watermelon, flesh cut into 1-inch cubes
1 angel food cake, cut into 1-inch cubes
		 (white part only)
		 dips, such as yogurt, chocolate, caramel
		 or marshmallow (optional)
Thread five blackberries on each of five skewers, followed by
alternating watermelon and cake cubes.
On remaining skewers, alternate watermelon and cake so
first and last cubes are watermelon. Place skewers on platter;
fruit and cake will create stars and stripes when lined properly.
Serve with dips, if desired.

Flag Kebab Cake

In pint canning jar, layer blueberries,
yogurt and 1 cup watermelon. Top with
whipped cream and garnish with three
diced watermelon pieces.
Note: To make ahead or make thicker, drain Greek
yogurt on paper towels to absorb some liquid.

Patriotic Charcuterie Board

1/2 medium seedless watermelon,
		 cut into wedges
1/2 cup fresh raspberries
1 1/2 cups fresh blueberries
10 strawberries (dipped in white
		 chocolate, if desired)
5 ounces fresh goat cheese
1/2 cup toasted, salted cashews
2 ounces cured meats like
		 prosciutto, pancetta, coppa, salami,
		 soppressata, sausage or pepperoni
1 Honeycrisp apple, cored and sliced
		 lemon juice
		 fresh basil leaves
On large board or platter, arrange watermelon,
raspberries, blueberries, strawberries, cheese,
cashews, meat and apples. Drizzle fruit with lemon
juice. Garnish with basil leaves before serving.

Easy Summer Thirst Quencher
A simple fruit-infused water can give your summer
event an instant upgrade in no time at all. Add extra
dimension and complexity to the flavor by adding
some of your favorite herbs like basil and mint.

Watermelon-Infused Water

2 cups watermelon balls or cubes
1 cup other fruit, such as berries
		 herbs, such as basil or mint
Place watermelon, fruit and herbs in pitcher and
cover with water. For best flavor, allow to chill in
refrigerator at least 30 minutes before serving.
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For a custom, integrated marketing campaign
on-air and online, email us at sales@CHOK.com.

LETTER, Continued from Page 2

gardens as a torrential rainstorm rolled through. The plants seemed to be
reaching out to catch every drop and once the rain subsided, every living
creature came out to enjoy the scene – just like I was doing.
Two Canadian geese flew in, loudly honking, and landed on the pond
and reminded me why the beauty of plants and living creatures give me
so much delight. I can hardly wait to see the improvement in the gardens
over the next few years.
– Diane Kodet

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
The story below was dictated to me by my four-year-old daughter, Kylie, after
I took her to work with me. I work at Donald J. Yacks Elementary in Harrison
Township. I teach math, reading and writing to 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students.

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

We went in the classroom and put our things away. Then we went in
the teacher's room and put our lunches away. Then we went back into
the classroom and my mom got me some crayons for me to color. Then my
mom got me some paper to color on. I started coloring.
Next we went to get some kids.
We brought them back to the
classroom.
Next my mom started to teach them.
Next they were all
done and we went to get more kids.
Then the other kids were done and we went to get more kids and I started
reading books with them. We went to get more and more kids and I started
reading again and then I was throwing my hat at the kids. Next we went
to take the kids back to
the classroom and then
it was time for lunch and
we went to get lunch.
I ate my lunch with
the
big
kids
in
the
lunchroom.
Next lunch
was all done and we went
on the playground.
It
was time to come back
in so we went to the
teacher's room so my
mom could eat lunch.
Next I went to Grandma's for my nap. I wanted to stay for the
rest of the day but my mom said I needed my rest and she had to stay
late for writing club. I want to go to my mom's work again next week.
My favorite part was playing on the playground and having lunch.

– Erika and Kylie Ciavattone, Chesterfield Township
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• ACRYLIC SURROUNDS
• WALK-IN TUBS
• TUB TO SHOWER
CONVERSION
• TILE SURROUNDS
AND MORE...

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS
FORT GRATIOT
4600 24th Ave.
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Tel: 810-385-6000
Fax: 810-385-1667

ALGONAC

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

www.jones-equipment.com

586-772-1550

All residential wiring

MARYSVILLE
1777 Busha Hwy.
Marysville, MI 48040
Tel: 810-364-6400
Fax: 810-364-1370

ALL THE LEADING BRANDS!

(586) 330-1932

No job too small!

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!
Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899

ADVERTISE WITH
ThumbPrint News
We are an Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper.

WITH
THIS AD

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan.

FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Huron

Check
Out Our
Coverage
Area!

6242 King Rd., Marine City, MI 48039
Phone 810-765-3100 • info@spautorefinishing.com

Ed Bickley

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

• Doors
• Windows
• Screen Repair
• Shower Doors
• Insulated Glass
• Custom Mirrors

Genesee

St. Clair

Lapeer

Oakland

Macomb

Wayne

To find out more,
call (810) 794-2300
or visit our website
ThumbPrintNews.com!

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024
24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

drop-location-list

for a full list of where
to pick up your next copy of

ThumbPrint News!

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

Visit
www.ThumbPrintNews.com/
freepik.com

Anchor

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

Sanilac

Tuscola

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

810.543.2581

Independent Distributor

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

storage solutions
★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

★

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

___ ISSUES FOR $___
OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION
Cash Check
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MONTH
YEAR

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50

Shelly Konarski
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12 MONTHS FOR $30

(586) 725-6190 ǀ (810) 765-3150

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

WILLIAMS

We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

ROOFING - SIDING

Fill it out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

(810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY

July 2019		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

Page 20		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

to read online anytime!

July 2019

CLASSIFIED ADS $15 & UP. CALL (810) 794-2300 TODAY!

General

Help Wanted

ATTENTION: To the lady who attended the
Frank Sinatra concert at the Fox Theatre
on June 15, 2019, who was a former
usherette at the Fox Theatre, who sat in
section C-3, please call Bob at
(248) 228-0897.

For Rent

SALES REP/MARKETERS WANTED.

Weekly pay, with paid training. Must be able
to commute to work! Guaranteed base pay
plus bonuses and commission.
Call or text Ray at (586) 703-1811.

THREE SUBWAY RESTAURANTS NEED
EMPLOYEES NOW! Restaurants located

MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?
Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained
Minister, at (586) 843-5227 or
Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.

in Clinton Township. $8.50 hourly, part-time
or full-time, to start immediately, or at your
convenience. Nice working atmosphere.
Call Mitesh at (586) 713-9144.

BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

No job too small. Rapid response and free
estimates. Serving the Thumb area for 30+
years. (800) 400-8941 or (810) 543-3899.

AUTOMOBILE APPRAISALS – ALL
VEHICLE TYPES. Protect Your
Investment! Tom Simatos, Accredited

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL
SERVICES HELP WANTED. Experienced

Appliance Repair Technician. All applicants
must be 18+ with valid drivers license and
should be personable, helpful and willing to
perform additional diversified tasks. Call Al
at (810) 614-8034.
FOXFIRE FIXIN'S, multiple positions
available. 18+, willing to work weekends.
Visit FoxfireFixins.com to learn more.

Wanted to Buy
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

and Certified Appraiser by the American
Society of Appraisers. Chesterfield, MI
48047. Call: (586) 201-7695.
Email: usersims@hotmail.com.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the
convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair &
Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center

Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.

AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay
cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
cash paid. CALL KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. All 7 days.
NOW BUYING: Barn beams. Call Al at
(810) 614-8034.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates

starting at $1,183 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online
at gilliganscondo.com.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Got Christmas Items?

Having an estate or garage sale?
Downsizing?

CALL US FIRST!

Best prices on vintage or antique
Christmas ornaments and decorations.

Private Collecter buying all year long.

Call Al at (810) 614-8034

WANTED TO BUY
ANY SIZE
INDIVIDUAL OR BY LOT

Call (810)-614-8034

People in the News

Ben Condeelis

Emergency Notification
Lapeer County
System
Emergency service agencies throughout Lapeer County want you
and your family to be safe and informed during emergencies in our
area. These may include public safety threats, dangerous weather
and traffic advisories. Information is key, and we strongly encourage you to sign up to
receive these message alerts directly to your phone and/or email.
Registering for alerts is easy – simply text your ZIP Code to 888777 and you’ll be
informed and instructed when necessary. Then, if you want to customize your options,
you can create an account at www.nixle.com.

ALERT

TEXT YOUR ZIP CODE TO 888777

powered by

TO SIGN UP FOR ALERTS
If our country is worth dying for in time of war,
let us resolve that it is truly worth
living for in time of peace.
freepik.com

~ Hamilton Fish

Rick Heacock

ABC Home and
Commercial
S e r v i c e s
welcomes its
newest team
m e m b e r, B e n
Condeelis, who
joins them as the
Sales and Service
Manager. Ben has more than 10 years of
customer service experience. Born and
raised in St. Clair County, he graduated
from Marine City High School, before
attending Northwood University in Midland,
Michigan, where he received a Bachelor of
Business Administration, dual majoring in
Business Management and Entertainment,
Sports and Promotions Management. Ben
continues to reside in St. Clair County,
where he lives with his wife and two sons.

ThumbPrint News
welcomes its
newest team
m e m b e r, R i c k
Heacock, who
joins them as
an Advertising
Sales Executive.
His professional
background consists of years of experience
in sales, media and marketing. Rick was
born and raised in the Port Huron area,
where his passion for the outdoors, such as
hunting and camping throughout northern
Michigan, blossomed. His hobbies include
fast cars and mechanics, and during his
spare time he enjoys spending time with his
family. ThumbPrint News is honored to have
Rick as a part of their advertising sales team
and looks forward to a successful future.

To learn more about ABC
call (810) 794-5678 or
visit www.abcbees.com.

To advertise or subscribe
call (810) 794-2300 or visit
www.thumbprintnews.com.
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2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060

www.sunbursttours.com

Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Gift Certificates
are Completely Escorted Aboard
make great gifts
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
for any occasion!
Complete Trip,
Available in Any Amount
Tour & Cruise
Details at:

Special Trips
We
also. and Fundraisers
for Groups
do..

On this day
in 1979,
the Walkman makes
its appearance in
stores for
the first
time.
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On this day
in 1962,
Telstar, the world's
first communication
satellite, is launched
in space.

11

16

17
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29

30
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On this day
in 1985, Boris
Becker becomes
the youngest
Wimbledon
winner at
age 17.

On this day
in 1957,
Rawya Ateya, the
first female
parliamentarian in
the Arab world, is
elected to office.

On this day
in 1899,
Ernest Hemingway,
an American author,
is born.

On this day
in 1858, first
use of fingerprints
as a means of
identification is
made by Sir William
James Herschel of
the Indian Civil
Service.

On this day
in 1497,
Vasco da Gama sets
off on a voyage to
India from Lisbon
with four ships.

On this day
in 1972,
Honky Château
becomes Elton
John’s first No. 1
album on the U.S.
Billboard 200 chart.
It includes his hit
“Rocket Man”.
On this day
in 1983, the
first solo helicopter
flight around the
world takes place.

On this day
in 1981, the
wedding of Charles,
Prince of Wales, and
Lady Diana Spencer
takes place.

Manistee, MI

Email us at tours@sunbursttours.com, and we'll
Get on our SPECIALS email list! get
you on the list to receive email-only specials.

3

er

U ni

JULY

7/7 - 7/8 Little River Overnight
7/10 Wed Greektown
7/23 Tues Windsor
7/24 Wed Greektown
7/18 - 7/30 Chip Inn Overnight

July 2019

On this day
in 2002,
American
businessman, Steve
Fossett, completes
the first solo,
around-the-world
balloon flight.
On this day
in 1981,
Donkey Kong is
released by
Nintendo.

On this day
in 1995,
Amazon.com sells
its first book.

On this day
in 1995, the
Comet Hale-Bopp is
discovered.

On this day in
1935, the first
Penguin book is
published, starting
the paperback
revolution.

5

On this day
in 1996,
the world's first
live, cloned mammal,
Dolly the
sheep,
is born.

6

On this day
in 2010, the
FIFA World
Cup Final
is held in
South
Africa.

12

13

18

On this day
in 2013,
the government
of Detroit declares
bankruptcy.

19

20

24

On this day
in 1977, the
four-day-long
Libyan-Egyptian War
comes to an end.

25

26

27

On this day
31 in 1991,
the U.S.

WHAT HAPPENED
ON THIS DAY
IN HISTORY?

On this day
in 1988,
Iran Air flight 655 is
shot down by a U.S.
Navy ship.

On this day
in 1989,
the Stealth Bomber
makes its debut.

and U.S.S.R. sign the
Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty.

On this day
in 1966,
the Freedom of
Information Act in
the U.S. is signed
into law.

On this day
in 1976, the
famous face on Mars
photo is taken.

On this day
in 1962, the
first performance of
the Rolling Stones
takes place.

On this day
in 1903,
the first Tour de
France comes
to an end.

On this day
in 1990,
the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)
of 1990 is signed
into law.

On this day
in 2006,
Nathula Pass, a
trading post
between India
and China, opens
for business.

On this day
in 1977,
Kinney, Minnesota,
declares its
secession from
the U.S.

On this day
in 1969,
Apollo 11 lands on
the moon.

On this day
in 2012,
Queen Elizabeth II
officially opens the
2012 Summer
Olympics in London.

FREEPIK.COM

A Veteran-Owned Company

to read online anytime!
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IN DEFENSE OF SHAME

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Shame is something we have all experienced but rarely
talk about. And if we do, it’s probably in a whisper to our
closest confidant only after a unique handshake confirming
unending secrecy. Admitting to a shameful moment leaves
us feeling vulnerable, then awkward. And just like some say
that orange is the new black, well, vulnerability is the new
strength.
Given that, let me be the first to offer shame the big
cheer it deserves. It earned this vastly delayed applause because if we really feel it,
shame can move us forward. And in this case, a size matrix does apply. The lighter
the shame, the slower our momentum, but the deeper our shame, well, there is an
opportunity for leaps and bounds.
I have a shameful moment that is at least three years old, but it may as well of
happened a mere three days ago. It is interesting how vivid this memory is, and I
think that speaks to the impact of shame. I was sitting at my mom’s kitchen table
during our weekly visit. By this visit, I was exhausted from eldercaring for both
parents. My mom was never demanding and always asked for help using the tone of
a favor. So when she asked me to find out why her bank hadn’t sent new checks, I
was at my wits end and I took a tone with her. I knew she had tried to figure this out,
but phone menus and limited hearing usually yielded no answers.
It was a two-minute exchange regarding a minor issue three years ago that still
haunts me. That’s the thing about shame, not only does it negatively land on someone,
but it also has exceptional staying power. To this day, I worry that I hurt my mom’s
feelings. The only thing I can do to extinguish that memory is to be more patient
with the one parent my husband and I have left, as well as the other precious elders
that we are grateful to still have. Not only does a smidgen of patience go a long way,
it also keeps this specific type of shame at bay.
But what about the huge moments, the forks in the road that lead to an irreversible
change in our life’s direction? There is a particular situation from years ago still gives
me chills when I think of it. I had a friend named Amy who was in her prime when
ALS took a permanent and lethal hold on her. Amy’s husband responded to the news
by divorcing her, resulting in Amy’s brother becoming her legal guardian. Although
Amy’s brother did the best he could, Amy’s former husband had a stack of cash
that would have given her better, much needed care. His decision is encrusted with
shame and since Amy never recovered, that man ran out of time to learn anything
from his unconscionable decision.
Big or small moments of shame, both are potent. Both should be discussed. Oh
how good it feels to get those feelings off our back and to further brainstorm a plan to
get out of Shametown. And when we give rise to and yes, celebrate shame, moving
forward, doing better is surely on our horizons.

794-5678 to minimize ticks in your yard!

FUNERAL

MONUMENT SALE
Lowest Prices in Mid-Michigan Area

*Gloss BLACK- Limited Quantites *Free Flower Vase with June Purchase
*Laser Engraving Available
*Free Delivery in Mid-Michigan Area
*Free Storage for up to One Year *Free Packaging to Ship Nationwide

REMMemorials@aol.com 810-543-5799 Cliff

You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

Patriotism is easy to understand in America. It means looking out
for yourself by looking out for your country.
~ Calvin Coolidge

DATES THE 2019 WALK IS OPEN

16th al
Annu

History of the Christmas Tree Walk
Discounted Tickets On Sale Now!
Buy between July 1 – November 30 to Save!

15 per adult $8 per child (ages 2-15)

$

Page 23

Starting December 1st, tickets will be $17 per adult & $10 per child

Tickets purchased in advance can be used on any one night the Walk is open.
Free Parking & Free Shuttle at: 8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI 48001

CALL TO ORDER

(810) 794-2300 | www.TheChristmasWalk.com
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Happy
Independence

Day

GENESEE
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

HURON

LAPEER

Memphis – July 9
American Red Cross Blood
Drive, St. Andrew Lutheran Church,

Frank's Place, 809 E. Huron Ave.,
9:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. Free admission.
For more information find us on
Facebook at Frank's Place – Motel
and Bar or call (989) 269-5041.

Lapeer – July 9
Taco Night, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee, 4:00 p.m. –
7:00 p.m. For more information call
(810) 664-9312.

Lapeer – July 16
Pizza Night, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee, 5:00 p.m. –
7:00 p.m. For more information call
(810) 664-9312.

Lapeer – July 23
Food Truck, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee, 10:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

MACOMB

Washington Twp.
July 3, 10 & 17
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your
hometown to attend any of these events, please
call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for
any cancellations.

New Baltimore
July 7, 14, 21 & 28
New Baltimore Farmers Market,

downtown on Washington between
Main and Front Streets, 9:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. The market will run every
Sunday through October 20. For more
information email marketmanager@
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com or
call (586) 215-7484.

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee, 4:45
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6
for seniors, $4 for ages 4 – 7, under
4 free. Public welcome. All proceeds
go towards the Lapeer Community
Schools' scholarship fund. For more
information call (810) 664-9312.

If you have an event in August that you would
like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.
net by July 12, 2019. There is no charge for
the listing. Limited space is available for
publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events
that were submitted to us, we apologize.
Events that were submitted earliest and nonprofit events will be given the first priority.

us the first three Friday's of every
month. $10. For more information
call (586) 453-4966.

Bad Axe – July 20
Live Music by Van Taylor Band,

Lapeer – July 2
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

calendar of
activities & events

to read online anytime!

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57880 Van Dyke (between
26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15 a.m. –
9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are free.
For more information contact
vpm@confidentcommunicatorsclub.com.

Chesterfield Twp.
July 5, 12, 19 & 26
FOP Bingo Fundraiser, North

Gratiot Bingo Hall, 47650 Gratiot Ave.,
sales start at 5:30 p.m. and games
begin at 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by the
Fraternal Order of Police Macomb
Lodge 112. Hosted every Friday,
unless a holiday. Funds will support
FOP Cops and K ids, a Christmas
shopping program for underprivileged
children. For more information visit
NorthGratiotHall.com or call
(586) 598-4960.

Memphis – July 5, 12 & 19
Euchre, Memphis American Legion

Hall, 34330 Bordman, 7:00 p.m. Join

775 Kinney Rd., 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
The need is constant; the gratification
is instant. For more information call
Karen at (586) 749-9804 or contact her
at misskaroon@yahoo.com.

Richmond – July 9
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For
more information call (586) 872-3867.

Romeo – July 26 – August 4
Annual Camp Meeting, Simpson

Park Camp, 70199 Campground
Rd. Share 10 days of fellowship and
inspiration – or come for just one, two
or three days! This is our 154th year.
Our rustic, back-to-nature setting
invites families to pull away from
hurried lives. Come experience a
sense of God's presence that quiets
the mind and spirit. Details and
registration information can be
found at SimpsonParkCamp.org.

Memphis – July 27
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 per player. Prize money for 1st,
2nd and 3rd places. Snacks available.
For more information contact Frank at
memphismichlions@yahoo.com.

Richmond – July 27
The Historic Village Gardens
and Buildings Open for Viewing,
36045 Park St., 10:00 a.m. – noon.
Takes place during Richmond's
Garage Sale Days. For more
information call Marsha at
(586) 321-8519.

Mt. Clemens – July 28
150th Celebration of Crocker
House Museum, 15 Union St.,

doors open at 2:00 p.m., film at 3:00
p.m. Two films will be featured: Film
about the Crocker Family and 1919
film Male and Female. This is a period
event with food, etc. Period dress of
any era welcome. Tickets cost $12
each and include a pizza buffet, pop,
popcorn and birthday cake. A cash
bar will be available and there will be
a 50/50 raffle. Tickets are available at
TheEmeraldTheatre.com.
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Chesterfield – July 30
"Shave the Murph" Fundraiser,

Sugarbush Tavern, 27900 21 Mile Rd.
and Sugarbush, 4:00 p.m. – 10:00
p.m. Retired Lt. Dawn Murphy-Shaw
is shaving her head to help raise
funds for The Great Lake Burn Camp
(greatlakeburncamp.org). Come out
to support sending children from 6 to
17 years old to this camp for young
"burn survivors". There will be 50/50
and basket raffles. Haircuts will also
be done on this day, with the hair
being given to Wigs for Kids. For more
information call (586) 329-1469.

Romeo – July 30
"Launched" Leadership
Gathering, Simpson Park Camp,

70199 Campground Rd. First session
at 9:00 a.m., second at 10:30 a.m.
and final at 1:30 p.m. $15 per person
includes all three sessions, conference
materials and lunch. To register visit
SimpsonParkCamp.org Event page.
For more information contact Gretchen
at (586) 752-3202 or
gretchen@simpsonparkcamp.org.

OAKLAND

Rochester Hills
July 4, 11, 18 & 25
Coffee, Cake and True Islam,

Masjid Mahmood-Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community Center, 1730 W. Auburn
Rd., 7:00 p.m. Every Thursday stop
by and ask questions, get answers
and learn. Completely free! For more
information call (248) 677-1316 or
email tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

Royal Oak – July 21
Lapeer Tigers BBC vs. Wahoo
Baseball Club of Royal Oak, Starr

Jaycee Park, 1:00 p.m. Enjoy watching
baseball as it was played in the early
1860s. They play in the gentlemanly
manner that was common of the era,
with no gloves and wood bats. Free
admission. For more information email
curator@royaloakhistoricalsociety.org.

ST. CLAIR

All of St. Clair County
All Year Long
Woman's Life Chapter 855's
Bottle and Can Drive. Funds

support those in need as we continue
to fight hunger and homelessness in
our community. Make a difference
today by donating! For a drop-off
point or a pick up for large
donations call (810) 392-5136.

Capac – July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Monday Afternoon Knitters,
Capac Library, 111 N. Main, 1:00 p.m.
Drop in and join this lively group of
veteran knitters. Interested in learning
how to knit or crochet? These ladies
will gladly instruct you! For more
information call (810) 395-7000.
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Kimball – July 1
Friends of the G. Lynn Campbell
Library Meeting, Kimball Township
Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 4:00 p.m.
The Friends of the G. Lynn Campbell
Library meet the first Monday of
each month. Become a part of your
community library and discuss plans
for the future. Everyone is welcome.
For more information call
(810) 982-9171.

Memphis – July 1
Adult Summer Reading Race to
the Moon! Memphis Library, 34830
Potter St., 10:00 a.m. Join us for a
historical fiction book discussion.
It's a great way to meet new friends.
Contact the circulation desk for the
current title. For more information
call (810) 392-2980.

St. Clair – July 1, 8, 15 & 22
Learn to Play Cribbage, St. Clair

Library, 310 S. Second St., 1:00 p.m.
Did you ever want to learn how to play
cribbage? Come on in and learn.
Adult/senior program. Refreshments
will be provided. For more information
call (810) 329-3951.

Yale – July 1
Senior's Craft, Yale Library, 2 Jones
St., 10:30 a.m. Come and join us for
a craft and lots of fun! Registration
requested, but not required. For more
information call (810) 387-2940.

Algonac – July 2
Genealogy Circle Support,

Algonac-Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair
River Dr., 6:00 p.m. Fellow genealogy
searchers in their quest to trace their
family history join us to share your
knowledge, success and pitfalls as
you do your research. Bring your
laptop and log onto our WiFi or work
on our computers. Enjoy free access
to our in-house database Ancestry
Library Edition. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Fair Haven – July 2
Cozy Mystery Book Club, Ira

Township Library, 7013 Meldrum
Rd., 2:00 p.m. Join the Cozy Mystery
Book Club to unravel another great
mystery. For more information
call (586) 725-9081.

Marine City
July 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Family Story Time, Marine City

Library, 300 S. Parker, Marine City,
10:00 a.m. Share songs, stories and
play in a program designed to support
the development of literacy skills.
Ages 0 – 5. For more information
call (810) 765-5233.

Marysville
July 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Mahjong, Marysville Library,

1175 Delaware, 1:00 p.m. Join
this fun group for a friendly game
of Mahjong! For more information
call (810) 364-9493.

Port Huron – July 2
Pop-Up Story Time, Lighthouse

Beach, 10:00 a.m. Join Miss Amanda
for stories and songs. Parking
at Lighthouse Beach is free on
weekdays. Beach snacks and water
provided. Towels optional. In case of
rain, story time will be cancelled. For
more information call (810) 987-7323
ext. 2500.

Lakeport – July 5, 12, 19 & 26
Story Time from Space, Burtchville
Township Library, 7097 Second St.,
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Watch and
listen to a real astronaut read a story
out loud while in outer space! This
cool story time is fun for the whole
family! Some weeks will also include
educational demonstrations designed
by veteran Canadian astronaut Bjarni
Tryggvason to complement the
science concepts found in the
Story Time From Space books.
Children of all ages and their families
welcome. For more information
call (810) 385-8550.

Marysville
July 5, 12, 19 & 26
Marysville Knights of Columbus
#9526 11th Annual Farmer's
Market, Marysville Park waterfront,
across from the old boat launch,
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Vendors
wanted. All are welcome every
Friday through the end of October.
For information contact Matt at
(810) 364-6800 or (810) 824-7435.

Port Huron – July 7
Blue Water New Horizons

at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!
Band's Second Summer
Concert, Fort Gratiot Lighthouse,

2800 Omar St., 2:00 p.m. Bring your
lawn chair and enjoy a variety of
concert music and the fabulous view
of the lake. For more information email
pdemps@comcast.net.

St. Clair – July 13
18th Annual St. Clair River
Classic Car Show, Palmer Park,

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Cars prior to
1994 only. $15 to enter car – free for
spectators. For more information call
Vern at (810) 329-2569.

Marine City – July 15
East China Community
Band Concert, Broadway Park, 7:00

p.m. Free. Bring lawn chairs. For more
information call Bob at (810) 765-1296.

St. Clair – July 19
All-You-Can-Eat Fish Buffet,

American Legion Post 382, 1322
Clinton, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Adults
$11, kids 5 – 11 $6, kids under 5 free.
Fish, shrimp, red-skinned potatoes,
fries, baked beans, salad, rolls,
desserts and ice cream. For more
information call (810) 329-2871.

Algonac – July 20
The Algonac-Clay Historical
Society Presents "Rescue",

Algonquin Middle School/Elementary,
9185 Marsh Rd., doors open at 4:00
p.m., presentation begins at 5:00
p.m. Tickets $20 per person. Ric
Mixter hosts "Rescue", transporting
the audience back to the age of sail
and steam. History never sounded
so good! Ric teams up with Dan Hall
for an unforgettable music/video
experience. Contact Paula for ticket
purchase or further questions at
paulaburgess@comcast.net or
(810) 794-9641.

St. Clair – July 20
St. Clair High School Classes
of '73, '74 and '75 Combined
Reunion, St. Clair K of C Hall, 3501

Rattle Run Rd., 6:00 p.m. – midnight,
dinner at 7:00 p.m. $25 per person;
BYOB. For questions, call or text your
class representative.
Class of '73: Stella at (269) 569-1160
Class of '74: Gayle at (810) 334-3661
Class of '75: Cathy at (810) 300-2364
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St. Clair – July 21
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast
Buffet, American Legion Post 382,

1322 Clinton, 8:00 a.m. – noon. Adults
$7, kids 5 – 11 $3, kids under 5 free.
Scrambled eggs, loaded scrambled
eggs, sausage, potatoes, pancakes,
Belgian waffles with strawberries and
whipped cream, sausage gravy and
biscuits, coffee and orange juice. For
more information call (810) 329-2871.

Marysville – July 25
SCCFHG Meeting, Marysville

Library, 1175 Delaware Ave., 6:00 p.m.
Our program will be a presentation by
Guillaume Teasdale on his new book,
Fruits of Perseverance: The French
Presence in the Detroit River Region,
1701 – 1815. Meetings are open to
the public and refreshments will be
served. For more information contact
grannyfran21@sbcglobal.net.

SANILAC

Sandusky
July 8 – 12, 15 – 19 & 22 – 27
SPIN Clubs, MSU Extension Office,

171 Dawson St. The first session is on
Canning and will take place from 3:30
p.m. – 5:00 p.m., the second session
is on Ecology and will take place from
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., and the third
session is Home Craft Club and will
take place from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30
a.m. If your family is looking for a
short-term experience to be involved
in 4-H, consider joining one of these
SPIN Clubs. Cost to participate
is $20. For more information
call (810) 648-2515 ext. 309.

TUSCOLA

No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

WAYNE

Detroit – July 21
3rd Annual Detroit Bookfest,

Eastern Market, Shed 3, 10:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. This free event features
a treasure trove of tens of thousands
of books, vinyl records, comic books
and myriad other collectables,
along with great food and music.
For more information visit
DetroitBookfest.com or email
Ryan at ryan@detroitbookfest.com.

OPERATION TRANSFORMATION'S FAMILY NIGHT

Operation Transformation’s FREE Family Night is on Thursday night of the Blue Water Fest (during the Mackinac Sailboat Race Week). The date is July 18th from
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The positive, family-friendly events will take place on the lawn just northeast of the 10th Street Bridge.
The fun activities include: pony rides, a petting zoo, inflatables, Detroit Tigers’ PAWS, live music, face painting, hair braiding, carnival games, crafts, giveaways
and so much more!
To get more information or volunteer to help, please visit optrans.org or call Renee Hernandez at Operation Transformation (810) 966-8660.
Thanks to the main sponsors, Chemical Bank, Community First Health Centers, Community Foundation of SCC, HAP, James C. Acheson Foundation, Kiwanis
Club of Port Huron, Power 88.3/90.7 Hope FM, Rotary Club of Fort Gratiot and Woman’s Life Chapters 800 and 808.
Editor's note: Operation Transformation is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization, with the goal of “Churches Cooperating for a Changed Community”. It is the purpose of
Operation Transformation to foster a united, life-giving church in the greater Blue Water Area that works together with civic and service organizations to develop ways to meet
the many needs of the citizens of our community.
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WRECKING BALL service when he was named the justice of peace

for Shiawassee County by Michigan’s Governor
Lewis Cass. In 1838, Elias was appointed to the position of township
supervisor, which he continued for the next two years – later in life he
went on to fill other positions, such as judge of probate, associate judge
of the circuit court, as well as county judge. As more and more settlers
came to Comstock, Elias and Lucy opened their home to the newcomers,
giving them a place to stay while they built a residence. Prior to the town
getting its own church and school, services and classes were held in the
Comstock’s 20 by 30-foot cabin.
Throughout the second half of the 1800s and into the first few decades of
the 1900s, the modest home received numerous additions. Elias Comstock
Above, see the
Comstock house 1920
passed away on October 23, 1886, after
Comstock house
being taken down
being married to Lucy for 59 years – Lucy passed away a few years later on April 2,
1890. Following the death of Lucy, the home was passed down to the Leitch family
To the left, see
before moving on to the Corey family. By the turn of the century the one room, handthe cabin as it
appears today
hewn log cabin had been altered so much it was unrecognizable from the exterior and
was now outfitted with a second story and a wraparound porch.
For reasons unexplained, eventually the property caught the attention of developers
in 1920, and was quickly purchased by the Standard Oil Company. They began tearing down the residence on
the land, but as they slowly and carefully took the building down piece by piece, workers noticed something
strange when the house was stripped down to the frame. Sitting inside the skeleton of the home was the
perfectly preserved cabin the Comstock’s constructed more than 80 years prior – what was once the first
home ever established in the area had eventually transformed into the dwelling’s living room as the family
continued to expand. Thanks to the Daughters of the American Revolution (D.A.R.) of Shiawassee County,
the cabin was moved to the back of the lot and set up as a museum for a short time before being moved to
Bentley Park. The dwelling experienced its final removal in 1969, when it was placed in the Curwood Castle John Elias Comstock seated outside
his cabin. Although the exact date
Park near Curwood Castle – the relocation was carried out by the same branch of the D.A.R.
Today, Owosso’s oldest dwelling sits at the corner of John Street and Curwood Castle Drive, available is unknown, Judge Comstock seems
basking in his old age under a
for tours and other special events. The rediscovered home was placed on the National Register of Historic to betree
in his well-kept garden.
Places in 1980, remaining one of the oldest and best-preserved cabins in the state able to survive the devastating fires of 1871 and 1881
All photos contributed by the
that wiped out a large portion of Michigan and the Midwest.
Owosso Historical Commission
Continued from Page 1

GARAGE
DOOR
IN
NEED
OF
REPAIR?
call ABC Residential repairs, installation Upgrades
FOR

hinges

AND

OFF ROAD VEHICLE SHOW & SWAP MEET

Presented by:

Open to all Off Road Vehicles - 4 x 4s, Motorcycles & ATVs

rollers

springs

cables
ENTRY FEES WAIVED FOR ACTIVE POLICE/FIRE/MILITARY/RESPONDERS

sensors

motors

Register Full-Size Vehicles - $30 Register ATVs/Motorcycles - $20

sections

adjustment

PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION
Opens 8AM on 09/28

VEHICLES ON GROUNDS
Prior to 10AM for Judging

VISIT WWW.THEMORA.ORG TO REGISTER ONLINE

WE WORK ON SECTIONALS, TILTUPS AND ROLLUPS

FREE ONSITE INSPECTION

*

OUR CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN HAS
OVER 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ASK ABOUT OUR PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PACKAGE

ABC

*REQUIRES GARAGE ENTRY

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

SNACKS AND DRINKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
EVENT WILL HAPPEN RAIN OR SHINE!

20 CLASSES TO ENTER!

AWARDS PRESENTED AT 3PM

Power wheels "Off Road Challenge" - Open to Children ages 3-12,
must bring your own "Power Wheels" car and child must wear a bicycle
helmet or equivalent. This is a low-impact event where kids race
against the clock on a points system to complete the course.
RC Rock Crawling Challenge - Open to all ages and all types of
Radio Controlled vehicles. Contestants must bring their own RC cars
for competition, awards on a points system.
4x4 Trivia Contest - Brush up on your 4x4 history and knowledge!

RESERVE YOUR SPACE FOR $30
SWAP MEET IS AT THE SAME LOCATION,
BUT SPACE IS SEPARATE FROM SHOW AREA

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL (877) FWD-MORA (393-6672)
Event Sponsored by: Foxfire Fixin’s and ABC Home & Commercial Services
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794-5678 if you see bald-faced hornets!
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505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Boaters
Welcome
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and
attended with diligence.”
– Abigail Adams

gallinaceous

[ gal·li·na·ceous \ ga-lə-ˈnā-shəs ]

An adjective meaning of or relating to an order (Galliformes) of heavy-bodied, largely
terrestrial birds including the pheasants, turkeys, grouse and the common domestic
chicken. Ex: Most gallinaceous birds have a short-lived, explosive flight and a
tendency to ingurgitate. First known use: 1693, borrowed from Latin gallīnāceus
“of domestic fowl”.

haruspex

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!

[ ha·rus·pex \ hə-ˈrə-ˌspeks ]

A noun meaning a diviner in ancient Rome basing his predictions on
inspection of the entrails of sacrificial animals. Ex: She has been accused
of being a witch, and also appears to have abilities as a haruspex.
First known use: 1584, Latin from an unrecorded element meaning
“entrails” (related to Sanskrit hirā “artery”) + -spex (from specere “look at”).

implumous

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

[ im·pl·mous \ imˈpluːməs ]

An adjective referring to the state of being unfeathered; featherless. Ex: Overcrowding
in the coop may trigger the birds to peck, causing implumous, red spots.
First known use: 1644 from classical Latin plūmōsus plumose; im prefix to indicate
not or no: used with some adjectives and nouns that begin with “b,” “m,” and “p”
to give the opposite meaning.
YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions, please email the
word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first and last
name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located on page 2
of the paper. Without all the requested information, we will be unable to use your submission.

NEVER LOSE POWER!
BACKUP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN
LESS THAN A MINUTE WITH A GENERAC AUTOMATIC GENERATOR
FOR AS LOW AS

$

79

A MONTH

Award-Winning Dealer

BEST DEAL EVER!

$

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

STARTING AT

5,900

INSTALLED

FREE 7-YEAR WARRANTY*
WITH

ALL SALE PRICES
BASIC INSTALL.
Previous sales excluded.
CALL FOR DETAILS.
*PURCHASE WITHIN ONE
WEEK OF ESTIMATE

TPN Exp. 7/31/19

Financing
Available

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area!
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

1-810-543-3899
1-800-400-8941
www.budgetelectricgenerator.com
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’

698
Compare at $1,299

Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

1,298

$

Compare at $2,299

Flexsteel Sofa

1,898

$

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

Compare at $3,999

2,398

$

Compare at $4,999

Flexsteel Leather Reclining Sofa

Flexsteel Sectional

