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PEACE Credo
Submitted by Laura Irwin

A

By Alan Naldrett,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

s progress comes to an area, there are often choices to be
made. Often these choices will result in the demolition of
a historic structure in the area. Many times a building of sound
structure will be demolished and the land will sit empty for years.
Why needlessly tear down an area’s past?
There is a brick house at 10368 Dixie Highway (M-29) in Ira Township (Anchorville
area) that predates the 1920s. The home was recorded as a log cabin, that was converted
to frame, and then bricked over.
The home is one of the family homes of the Claeys family, one of the earliest pioneer
families in the area. The rustic house became the property of Henry Claeys.
The first of the Claeys family recorded in the area was that of Charles Louis Claeys,
mostly known as Louis, who was originally from Belgium. He and his wife Mary
Louise Claeys and two sons Camile and Florent took a ship over from Belgium and
settled in Michigan. Louis, who was a tailor and a barber, rode first class so as to take
advantage of a money-making opportunity to cut hair for the passengers and earn a
little cash on the way to America. His wife and sons rode in steerage.
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Below: Martha and
Henry Claeys are
pictured here adding
the bricks to their
house at 10368 Dixie
Highway (M-29).

See LOG CABIN Page 6
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Century Old Cold Case from Historic
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
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Servanthood in the
Midst of COVID-19
By Rita MacDonald

To the left: 10368
Dixie Highway in
1921, before bricks
were added

Aerial view of the lighthouse
(contributed by Alger County Historical Society)

Insurance Since 1929

INSURANCE AGENCY
stephenjr@nickelsaph.com

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

he need for more individuals willing to perform one of the
loneliest jobs imaginable as a lighthouse keeper began emerging
in the 1800s – few lighthouses were as secluded as the one constructed
on the northern end of Grand Island in Lake Superior.
With the North West Company setting up a trading post on Grand
Island in the late 1700s, after establishing their main post in nearby
Munising, shipping in the area proved to be dangerous because of the
unseen and often shallow, rocky areas throughout Lake Superior. After
the Soo Locks were completed in 1855, shipping in the area increased
See COLD CASE Page 16
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STORIES

ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our readers
online and is distributed to prime
locations throughout the Thumb area.
We encourage our readers to support
the advertisers who made this issue
possible. Tell them you saw their ads in
ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
or articles not written by our staff.
ThumbPrint News can be mailed
directly to your home for as low as
$2.50 an issue! Call (810) 794-2300
to find out how! Or you can check out
ThumbPrintNews.com/Subscribe
for more information.

Going into – or coming out of – the fourth month of uncertainty and changes due to COVID-19 is taking its toll on a large
section of society mentally, physically, economically and/or socially. I doubt too many people would disagree with that.
I have seen reference in magazines, newspapers and social media to discovering the “new normal”. I personally am not sure
what that means, but I sure do hope that it becomes normal for people to have more understanding, more compassion for others
going forward.
I know many people express on social media sites, such as Facebook, their frustration at seeing all of the posts related to
COVID-19, politics or social unrest. Some say they are going to delete “friends” who continue with this banter. Some ask
people to post pictures of their pets to change the mood of their newsfeed. Others engage in stating their opinions and get caught
up not only in expressing those thoughts, but entering into verbal combat when their opinions are challenged.
I personally don’t mind the opinions of my “friends”, as it gives me a chance to weigh out facts from fiction, research those
points I may not have considered, and help to shape – maybe even reshape – my own opinions. But what is bothering me
the most these days in social media posts, newspaper articles and television reports is what I perceive as a huge increase in
stereotyping.
Stereotyping has always been around. As a wise person once said, “A stereotype may be negative or positive, but even
positive stereotypes present two problems: They are clichés, and they present a human being as far more simple and uniform
than any human being actually is.”
The stereotyping for blacks, whites, law enforcement, Democrats, Republicans, Chinese, small businesses, corporations,
our leadership, the media and more seems to me to have taken a huge increase in the past four months. Mind you, it was there
before, but it appears to be spiraling out of control alarmingly, in some cases.
According to singer and rapper Iggy Azalea, “There’s a difference between being yourself and being your stereotype.” Perhaps
members of some of the groups mentioned above have perpetuated a certain stereotype by refusing to be an individual capable
of making their own decisions without being influenced by their “group”. It is time to stand up for your beliefs but, in doing so,
respect the rights of other human beings to do the same – without labeling them with a certain stereotype.
Author Anthony T. Hincks says, “We stereotype people so that we won’t have to get to know them as individuals. That way
we can wash our hands of them whenever we feel like discriminating against a particular group as a whole. I guess that is one
basic flaw in us which we need to change if we are to move ahead, and truly live in peace and harmony as one.” Ideological
perhaps, but that is what I am hoping my "new normal" will be, as well as the rest of the world's, as we move forward through
the rest of 2020.
–Diane Kodet

We invite readers to share their Stay-at-Home Stories
with us! Stories should be of positive outcomes from
this period of social distancing and/or lessons that
have been learned as a result. You can email those to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Depending upon
how many readers choose to send us a response,
some of them will be printed in the the August and
September editions.

WILLIAMS

In case you were wondering...this is our
first printed issue since March 2020. Our
April and June issues were online-only
and can be found on our website, just
go to thumbprintnews.com/past-issues.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we were
unable to complete a May issue at all.
All current subscriptions will be extended accordingly.

Thanks for reading!

Covering Macomb, Oakland AND Wayne counties,
AND now parts OF St. Clair County

REFRIGERATION & HEATING, INC.

586-758-2020
Call for a free estimate for new equipment

FREE

MEDIA FILTER CABINET
OR HUMIDIFIER
with purchase of a furnace
and air conditioning system*

Service we’re proud of since 1937!
• Furnace and Air Conditioning Specialists
• Fast, Friendly Repair or Replacement
• Ask About Convenient, Preventative Maintenance Packages
• Save Big Money with Manufacturer and Utility Rebates

Not ready to replace your
equipment yet?

RECEIVE

10 OFF

$

REPAIR SERVICE CHARGE*

*Limited time offer

Email Address:
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
Website: www.ThumbPrintNews.com
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Thumbprint News Staff Writer

My friend, Staff Sergeant Kimberly Ashmore, who is currently stationed in Guam with her husband, Technical Sergeant Jason Ashmore,
and their 3-month-old baby Chase, found this while out on a sunset drive around the island. She posted the Peace Credo on Facebook.
When I contacted her about its relevance to our world today, she went back and got me a picture of the entire memorial.
The following text is transcribed from the
memorial plaque seen below and to the left:

The Rotary Club of Northern Guam

PEACE MEMORIAL

Rotary Community Peace Credo:

• Respect for cultural diversity, and the life and dignity of
every person without discrimination or prejudice
• Rejection of violence towards all people in all its forms
• Resolution of conflict within local and global communities
• Reconciliation of differences in the pursuit of harmony

This Peace Memorial is based on
the philosophy that peace begins with
thoughts of peace. In Rotary, we believe
that peace belongs in the hearts and
minds of each individual. By igniting
the flame of goodwill and understanding
through the promotion of peace, we can stimulate a shift in attitudes within both our local and global communities.
Peace begins at home and in each community. It transcends the simplistic view of an absence of war and encompasses all those measures that
improve human relations with positive and harmonious outcomes. Violence and conflict are pervasive global phenomena that are seriously
affecting the well being of families and communities. The rejection of violence, the respect for life and human dignity, the resolution of
personal and urban violence and the reconciliation of differences can realize those freedoms under which peace and harmony can flourish.

REMEMBERING 911

		

This memorial also serves as a tribute to those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks on our
nation on September 11, 2001.
The two towers represent the World Trade Center upheld by Quam's iconic latte stone to signify
the strength of our island people in memorializing those who lost their lives in New York.
The trees are renditions of Eastern Hemlock, the state tree of Pennsylvania, memorializing those
who lost their lives in that fateful crash.
The shape of the Pentagon is embodied around the Rotary International logo representing our
brothers and sisters who perished in that fateful crash as well.
The doves of peace hover over the memorial symbolizing our continuous quest for peace on Guam
and all over the world for humanity.
Technical Sergeant Jason Ashmore has been on five deployments. Staff Sergeant Kimberly Ashmore has
been on two. Both are active duty USAF Security Forces stationed at Anderson AFB, Guam. They have
each served in the Air Force for 10 years and have made the commitment for another 10 years each.
Additionally, Ryan is in charge of program manager for military working dog predeployment and
sustainment training. Kimberly is currently the base defense operations controller.
7-year-old Barrett currently resides in the U.S. with his mother, but is hoping to visit soon!
May God Bless you and your family!

THUMBPRINT NEWs

in the
visits The Uists
otland
Outer Hebrides of Sc

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its beginning nine years ago. In
just that short �me, our faithful readers have taken our paper with them to all ﬁ�y United
States and to all seven con�nents, photographing themselves in front of points of interest in
those places. It has been and con�nues to be an armchair tour of the world!

This month we are featuring photos by Marilyn Stacer of Bad Axe, Michigan, who took ThumbPrint
News with her to England, then on to Scotland. Here is what she had to say about her trip:

Awhile ago, I took a trip to Britain to visit my daughters. I met up with my daughter Erin who
lives in London. My other daughter, Denise, and her husband, Sam, from Pernarth, Wales,
also met up with us. From London we travelled to the Island of Uist off the shores of
Scotland. The island was beautiful with mountains, hills, lochs (lakes), large
boulders and heather. Heather is a low-lying bush with small purple flowers.
The girls were interested to see where their grandmother's family came from.
One afternoon we spent at the South Uist library and museum and then
a couple days sightseeing. We were surprised to have wild ponies and
highland cows come right up to our car — probably looking for a treat.
There is one main road in Uist going from one end to the other.
Mostly, it is a one-way road with passing places. It is very
hilly and curvy with beautiful scenery — very tricky though.

Whe

re

Pet Photo Challenge - send a photo of a favorite pet or

has your

and
animal posing with ThumbPrint News to the email below
*
we’ll send you a copy when your pet appears in print!

ThumbPrint

*See the fine print below for details on how and where to send your photo(s).

- Going on a trip? Take us with you!
bPrint News next to an interesting
Thum
g
holdin
elf
yours
Photograph
.* Once it makes it to
landmark at your destination. Send it to our email
tour of the world!
print, we’ll send you a copy! Join our armchair

Travel Photo Challenge

Designed by Freepik
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*FINE PRINT: Submit a good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
and include a paragraph about your pet or trip. Or, you can mail it to us with a
SASE so we can return your photo.
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Regaining Independence this 4th of July
Contributed by Amber Deegan,

General Manager for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

As we approach the 4th of July holiday, more formally known as
Independence Day, it’s a good time to consider what independence
means for us individually. When we’re young, we crave it. That desire
to be on our own and do things our way is a strong, driving force.
In our middle-age years, we are in total control of our independent
destiny and live life on our own terms. However, as we begin to enter
our golden years, sometimes physical ailments and health conditions
pose a threat to our independence that cause us to have to become
dependent on others for things we’ve done for ourselves our whole
lives.
As we age, we develop conditions, such as hearing loss, which can
be extremely debilitating. Research from Johns Hopkins University
has shown that adults with hearing loss experience a 30 – 40%
faster cognitive decline than those with optimal hearing. If you’ve
ever experienced or can imagine losing your hearing, it’s evident
how it can hinder our independence. For some people, it’s missing
phone calls, the doorbell or normal daily conversations. For others, it
leads to cognitive decline, increases risk of falling and increases the
chances of developing dementia and Alzheimer’s. Scientists have
shown that when we experience hearing loss, the brain attempts
to work harder as hearing becomes more impaired, attempting to
focus and comprehend what is going on. Many connections in the
brain then begin to reorganize themselves to try to compensate for
the increased workload, which results in cognitive decline. When
this happens, we often become dependent on family, caregivers,
medications, etc.
But what if there were a treatment that would allow us to gain some

“Speak up, I can’t
quite understand
you with that
mask on...”

“Maybe it’s
more than just
the mask!”

of our independence back?
With the advancements in
technology, health conditions
such as hearing loss are
treatable. It has been said that
approximately 90 – 95% of people with hearing loss can
be treated with hearing aids. A hearing aid has three basic parts: a
microphone, amplifier and speaker. The hearing aid receives sound
through a microphone, which converts the sound waves to electrical
signals or codes and sends them to an amplifier. The amplifier
increases the power of the signals and then sends them to the ear
through a speaker which are passed along to the brain. Hearing aids
make it possible for a person with hearing loss to listen, communicate
and participate more fully in daily activities, which in turn exercises
our auditory system and can help prevent cognitive decline.
This 4th of July holiday and always, please be sure to protect your
hearing health from the beautiful fireworks that emit loud noises
which are very damaging. Wearing ear plugs or muffs and staying a
safe distance away from ignition sites are good forms of protection.
Additionally, limiting excessive noise exposure, limiting ototoxic
medication intake and staying in overall optimal health are keys to
preventing hearing loss. Happy Independence Day!
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate
about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit
their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at
one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

Dear Neighbor,
If you’ve been relying on reading lips to understand conversations due to hearing loss, it will
be very difficult to read lips while wearing a mask, as this may be our new way of life. Hearing
and understanding what’s going on around us is more important now than ever before. Let’s
solve the root of the problem by treating your hearing loss condition today.
We offer free 1-on-1 in home, in office or curbside hearing testing, as well as remote telecare
services. Our offices are also taking extra sanitary precautions, such as sterilizing our offices
before and after each patient and wearing protective face masks and gloves to serve you.
Because we know finances may be an issue, we want to extend a helping hand, we are
offering: BUY ONE HEARING AID, GET YOUR 2ND HEARING AID 1/2 OFF.
Please call (989) 607-4576 or (810) 356-0559 today to use your special offer coupon below!

JULY
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3x increased
risk of falling

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com
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BUY ONE HEARING AID

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF

AS SMALL AS A DIME

negative effects
of untreated
HEARING LOSs

3x increased risk of falling

5x increased risk of dementia

32% higher Hospitalization risk

*Towards the purchase of select model hearing systems, based on two instruments.
Discount taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one coupon per person.

depression & social isolation
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Louis first had a tavern in the Tivoli Park
an old mansion in Detroit when
region of Detroit. It was a gathering place for
Woodward Avenue was expanded.
politicians of the day. It
The bricks were stained with
was a successful business
soot and other city pollution.
for Louis, except maybe for
Henry transported the bricks to
the day he had to pay off a
Anchorville in an old Ford Model
debt by pushing the winner
T. While transporting the bricks,
in a wheelbarrow a mile
the car’s tires caught on fire!
down Woodward Avenue in
Henry and his wife Martha
Detroit! The winner weighed
cleaned all of the bricks before
is Louis Claeys paying
over 200 pounds, while Louis This
off a debt by pushing the adding them to their structure,
was only about 125 pounds.
winner in a wheelbarrow putting the bricks on right over
The Tivoli Park Tavern in Detroit
When Prohibition came in, for a mile down Woodward. the original wood. Henry invented
The man in the white
the family could no longer operate
a solvent that would clean the
mustache pushing the
and Mary’s house, before and
their popular tavern. So the family
bricks, including the excess mortar. Louis
wheelbarrow is Louis.
after recent remodel before it was
moved to M-29 and Bethuy Road,
When done, the bricks would come torn down, was next door to Henry’s.
part of the Anchorville community. Although out gleaming! Family members would help
another home not far away had a “blind pig” by cleaning bricks while
in their basement, the Claeys’ didn’t want to go waiting on customers at the
that route.
gas station or fish house.
The Claeys had no problem settling into
Henry’s son Donald Frank
Remnants of a Prohibition-era blind pig
in the basement of an Anchorville home their new home and started a lot of different
Claeys was well known in
businesses in Anchorville. Henry’s the area for his service to
sons, Joe and Donald Claeys, had a gas the country during World
station and fish store on the corner of War II. He was the Armorer/
Bethuy and M-29. Henry started one of Tail Turret gunner on a
the first TV appliance and small engine B-24 bomber plane and was
Henry Claeys receiving the
stores (including outboard motors) in the killed in action in WWII
Ira Township Memorial to
Distinguished Flying Cross
state. Barney Claeys owned a plumbing on June 26, 1944. He was
Veterans. Frank is listed as
on behalf of his son Frank
“Donald Claeys”
business headquartered in the same on a bombing mission over
Claeys Gas Station and Fish House c1920, at
one time located at Bethuy and M-29
structure and later a party store. These the Florisdorf Oil Refineries, near Vienna, Austria, when his plane suffered two
businesses thrived direct German flak (anti-aircraft artillery) hits just after dropping the bombs it
in the 1930s through was carrying. He did not survive the crash.
the 1970s and were
Frank’s name is on the wall
refurbished and added with other veterans in the Ira
to. The original gas Township Library. His brother
station is underneath the Joseph wrote a history of the
present structure that is family, “My Brother Frank and
The corner of Bethuy Road still there on the corner.
Portion of building that was once the
Me,” that much of the information
and M-29 in 2020
gas station as it looks in 2020
Because
he
had in this article came from.
become used to the amenities
Goodness is its own reward.
of indoor plumbing and heat Henry lived to be 101 years
while living in his house in young and Joe was 97.
Detroit, Henry Claeys became
It’s true that a lot of history is
one of the instigators of the bill lost when buildings are torn down
allowing Ira Township to create and not preserved. But sometimes
its Water Department and run there can be happy occurrences when tearing down a structure. In Algonac, a
plumbing lines through the structure was being torn down and was revealed to have a log cabin underneath
Taking down the front of the gas station in order to area.
it. The log cabin was renovated and moved to the Clay Historical Area Park
add to the building, c1939 to 1940
Besides helping to start the where it resides today.
townships’ Water Department, Henry
What will become of the Claey's former log cabin? Will it and more buildings
served over 20 years on the Bloom School Board.
be torn down, or will someone or some group buy it and
Bloom was one of the most
maybe move it, restoring the log cabin beneath, although,
well-regarded
township
admittedly, it is a handsome brick building just as it is?
schools in the state before
Back in the day, moving buildings from one town to the
joining the Anchor Bay
next was common. Whole towns, like Pompeii and Yale,
School District. The
Michigan, were moved to where the railroad was going
original Bloom School
to be going through. Why do we demolish structures that
structure is still on Church
could easily be saved? Perhaps future buildings, such
Road near Arnold Road
as the Claeys home on M-29, can be moved to the Ira
in Anchorville and is still
Township Historical Area near the library or a similar
Installing the first water place.
used today.
Breaking ground in 1927 for the
main is Louis Steiner,
Always
working
to Ira
Township Water Works is, from
Henry Paquette (Ira
improve his home, Henry left to right: Mike Cicotte, Louis Township Supervisor) and Author's note: Many thanks to Marianna Claeys who
provided much of the information and Kathy Holt
Steiner, Henry F. Claeys, and
on the ground is Louis
Joseph and Henry Claeys in front acquired bricks left over
Frank
O’Neil.
Harnish who provided invaluable assistance!
Claeys, with the shovel.
of the newly-bricked home in 1942 from the demolition of

LOG CABIN

Continued from Page 1
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BOURLIER’S, INC.
SALES • SERVICE • ACCESSORIES • PARTS

HOT JULY SPECIALS
Weber Genesis II SE-335
WAS $1,199 NOW $99900



Napoleon Prestige 500 RBPK w/ Rotisserie
WAS $1,399 NOW $89900

 

Weber Genesis II E-315
WAS $999 NOW $79900



Napoleon Prestige 500
WAS $1,299 NOW $89900
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1948
22230 23 Mile Rd., Macomb, MI
www.bourliers23.com • (586) 598-0720

Weber Spirit SP-335
WAS $849 NOW $69900



We Have
Pellet Grills by:

Free
Propane*
Fill Up
with the
Purchase
of a
Gas Grill
or
Fire pit!
*must

Por tica
Fire Table

Sunvilla Table and
Four Swivel Chairs

54 inch / 60,000 BTU

Lo
re

BUNDLE DEAL

mention
this ad

ONLY
$

12 plu
for as tax

Up to 50% Off!
WAS $2,499

NOW $1,39999



WAS $1,199

20 lb.
Re
fill

NOW $69999

Monday - Friday 9:30 - 5:00 | Saturday 9:30 - 4:00
Absolute Accuracy Cannot Be Guaranteed - Subject to Availability
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- 30

DAYS OF TOUR DATES

13 DELUXE DATES & 17 STANDARD DATES
SEE THE TWO COLOR-CODED CALENDARS BELOW

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
(810) 794-2300 OR VISIT

THECHRISTMASWALK.COM

PARKING INFORMATION & DIRECTIONS ARE DIFFERENT
DEPENDING ON WHICH TOUR IS CHOSEN. YOU CAN FIND
SPECIFIC DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE OR BY CALLING.

DISCOUNT TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

DELUXE TOUR TICKETS

Total Tic
Quantity Avakilet
ab

Limited Time Slots Available

EACH DATE
OF DELUXE

$

ONLY 520

65 per person

20 openings pe

r date & meal

Lunch Tour: 1:45PM - 5:00PM
Dinner Tour: 5:15PM - 8:30PM

le:
time

Guided Tour with Souvenir Booklet
and Meal at Foxfire Fixin’s

HOUSE IS NOT HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE | NO STROLLERS ALLOWED INSIDE

STANDARD TOUR TICKETS

Total Ticketble:
a
Quantity Avail

Discount Available July 1 – November 30

ITED
UNLviIM
sitors last year

$

Over 4,500

(child price for ages 2-15, children under 2 are free)

AX

PICK-UP ONLY

HOUSE
Admission Hours: 5:00PM - 8:00PM CLOSES
Shuttle runs every 10-15 mintues 9:00PM

ALL DETAILS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO EVOLVING GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS

7200 RIVER RD., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

WE ARE COMMITTED TO MAINTAINING A SAFE AND CLEAN ENVIORNMENT FOR ALL WHO DINE WITH US!

VISIT WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM FOR FULL MENU & HOURS, AS BOTH ARE SUBJECT TO SEASONAL CHANGES !

L A R G E P A RT I E S W E L C OM E

No matter which tour you choose, Foxfire Fixin’s is a great place
to start or end your visit to the History of the Christmas Tree Walk!

We’re always servin’ up FUN FOOD & the bar is stocked!
Standard Tour Tickets and commemorative ornaments can be purchased here starting in July!
R ESERVATIONS R ECOMM ENDED

‘

15+T

Starting December 1st, tickets will be $17 per adult & $10 per child

EACH DATE
OF STANDARD

Self-Guided Tour takes
approximately 1 hour
$

15 per adult $8 per child

CALL US AT 810-765-Y ALL TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE !
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CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

OR call one of our local offices:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Caro office: (989) 673-5652
Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

ANTIQUE MARKET

5

$

Admission
& Free Parking

2 HUGE

DAYS

To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5PM | Wed 9AM to 6PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM

.

Presents..

Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday 8am - 4pm

July 11-12
Sept. 12-13

2020

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.

Located at: Knights of Columbus Grounds
11541 21 Mile Road, Shelby Twp., MI
www.UticaAntiques.com / 586.254.3495

I MISS MY BEST FRIEND

By Patricia Cosner Kubic,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

I miss one of my best friends. I haven’t seen my friend for eight
months and as I write this column, it’s possible I won’t see my friend
for an additional eight months. The idea of not seeing my best friend
for a year and half is really pushing my sadness button. And that button seems
to be staying in the 'on' position because the possibility of spending time with
my good, good friend is especially uncertain.
My longing heart is not unique to this situation; anybody who hasn’t seen
a best friend feels like their heart is on the empty side. They haven’t spent
any time with their best buddy to fill up their heart space. The only thing
that is unique about my best friend is that he doesn’t have an actual heartbeat.
Baseball is one of my best friends and the COVID-19 virus is causing a long
separation and a tentative reunion.
I was feeling odd about how much I missed baseball; I wasn’t really talking
to anybody about it. It felt weird to miss “a thing”. I was missing having Dan
and Jim (radio announcers for Tiger baseball) fill up my evenings. I spent
hours in my garden caring for my perennials, planting new annuals, without
hearing one crack of the bat that sent a ball over the outfield fence, raising the
Tiger’s score. I am missing learning about the new players and re-connecting
with our veteran players. I actually thought my emotions were a little off-scale
because I was missing a friend that I’ve never bought a birthday present for or
sent a Christmas card to.
But on the rare occasion when I actually left the house during the last few
months to go to the grocery store, I heard a part of a discussion on the local

“ Freedom

sports talk radio show. A couple hosts were discussion the on-going, painstaking
and pessimistic negotiations between the baseball players and baseball owners.
When he put aside the argument between the millionaires and the billionaires,
he talked about how baseball is one of his best friends. Me, too!! I immediately
stopped feeling embarrassed about my longing for baseball.
We missed our friends dearly all spring and maybe still are as this edition
comes to press. Regardless if your best friend is one person with one name or
one thing with hundreds of names, the feelings are the same. We miss them;
our hearts can’t wait to see them, life is off-kilter and just isn’t the same.
But the truth is that we’d be in much worse shape if we never longed for
anyone or any team. If we didn’t miss them, we’d be lonely all the time,
not just during a pandemic. And, while we miss them, we have something
wonderful waiting for us. We have the meaningful anticipation of a reunion.
A long-awaited connection with a childhood friend or a baseball player we’ve
never met. So, who cares if the reason behind our missing heart is a individual
person or thing? A filled-up heart is a full heart, no matter how it gets there.
If the hot days of July come with Dan and Jim back
on the radio, or restaurants filled with gals having
breakfast, our hearts will feel right again, happier.
But, if we are still separated at the time of our
nation’s birthday, well, we have the irreplaceable
feeling of expectation knowing that someday we
will see our best friends. And that anticipation is
just what our hearts need until we are reunited.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@yahoo.com

is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes.“ –Mahatma Gandhi
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HIRING A CONTRACTOR

START TO FINISH TOTAL BATH REMODELING
Less Mess & Less Demolition
NEW BATH AREA
in as little as 1-2 days
FULL LINE
of Safety & Accessibility Products

After Remodel

50LABOR
% OFF

See store for details. Expires 7/31/2020

Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 1222
810-385-1700 • 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Over 100 different floor plans or customize your own home!
• One Contractor from Start to Finish

July 2020

Melanie Duquesnel

Due to the coronavirus, many home repairs and updates have had to be put on
hold. Now that summer is here and some restrictions have been lifted, you may
decide that now is the time to get started.
Whether you’re doing repairs or even adding to your home, you may decide
to hire a professional to do so. That’s where a contractor comes in. The idea of
having contractors in your home may still make you feel uneasy; that is why it’s
important to determine what precautions contractors are taking prior to signing
the paperwork.
Hiring a contractor is the most important step of your project. Doing your
research is always vital when hiring any business, but now it’s necessary to
research more than just their business history.
The Carpet Guys LLC, a BBB Accredited Business, resumed "safe" operations
on May 7, 2020.
Based on recommendations from the CDC and other health organizations, they
implemented and continue to implement safe practices for both customers and
staff.
“As an ‘In-home’ sales organization, we feel it is our responsibility to ensure
the health and safety of all we encounter,” said Jennifer Spear, Director of
Operations and Finance for The Carpet Guys.
A few steps The Carpet Guys have taken include:
• Staff, consultants and installation professionals have daily health
screenings, including having their temperatures taken.
• Masks and gloves are worn for all appointments and installations, and all
equipment is sanitized before and after going into a customer’s home.
• Virtual appointments are available, as well as no contact appointments.
• Inquiring about customer health before any job and rescheduling
appointments where a customer indicates they have a potential or confirmed
health concern.
• Practicing social distancing in the office and in the field.
• Office staff sanitizes workspace two to three times a day and a professional
service cleans the entire building once a week.
• The showroom is available by appointment only.
“Our goal is to ensure everyone we encounter, whether employee, contractor or
customer, is protected to the best of our ability,” said Ms. Spear.
In addition to the new safety measures you’ll want to take, you must not forget
to also follow the “normal” steps you would take prior to hiring a contractor.
• Research the business’ track record. Ask for local references and speak
with those customers about their experience with the vendor and the
quality of work. If possible, inspect the contractor's work yourself. Ask if
the contractor is a member of a professional association that has standards
or a code of ethics.
• Ask for multiple quotes. You should always shop around and get at least
three quotes from different businesses. Make sure all bids consider the
same set of criteria. Remember that the lowest bid may not necessarily be
the best bid; if one bid is significantly lower than the others, the contractor
may be cutting corners or may not understand your work requirements.
• Get it in writing. Always get estimates in writing and never let any work
begin without a written and signed contract. Do not be pressured into
signing an agreement before you are ready and make sure you read and
understand everything before signing. The contract should include contact
information, start and complete dates, a detailed description of the exact
work to be done, any material costs, payment arrangements and warranty
information. Specify who is to obtain necessary building permits and who
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

is responsible for clean-up. Make sure all verbal promises are included in
the contract.
Verify license and insurance. Always be sure that the company you
decide to work with has the necessary licenses and insurance to work in
your region. You can check their license and insurance by visiting The
National Association of State Contractors Licensing Agencies.
Confirm building permits. Your contractor must have the correct permits
before starting your project. They will usually obtain the permits, but you
will probably pay for the cost of the permit. That should be detailed in your
contract. Make sure the contractor pulls the permits. Do not do it for them.
Arrange a payment schedule. Never pay in full up front. Stagger your
payments so your final payment is not due until the work is complete and
you have fully inspected it. Do not pay cash; make sure your check is
written to a company, not an individual, or use a credit card.
Get a receipt. Request a receipt marked “paid in full” when the job is
completed, and your final payment made.
Keep your contract. Hold on to your contract for future reference or if any
questions arise after the work is complete.

SAFE, CLEAN ENVIRONMENT

You can search for a contractor’s business profile at bbb.org to see if they
are an accredited business, get free information on their history of complaints,
and read verified customer reviews. You may also call us at (866) 788-5706 for
additional assistance.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula,
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248)
www.bbb.org.
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Used Car Sales Manager

2007 MERCURY $

Sales Specialist

5,995*

MOUNTAINEER PREMIER
AWD LEATHER 3RD ROW & MORE

of the Better Business
which is a non-profit
practices in the local
education and dispute
223-9400 or by visiting

$

26,995*

2015 FORD

F-150 SUPER-CREW

LARIAT 4X4 3.5 ECOBOOST W/ ALL THE TOYS

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected
to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year!
For the new year, we will draw one lucky winner on December 13, 2020, out of
all our monthly winners.
For our June contest, we asked our readers to identify
what the item to the left is and for what it is used. Of all
of those submitting the correct answer, Gloria and Steve
Wolken of Rochester Hills, Michigan, were randomly
chosen and will be entered into the year-end drawing.
Gloria and Steve identified the object as a Fresnel lens,
most often used in lighthouses. According to Wikipedia:
A Fresnel lens is a type of composite, compact lens
originally developed by French physicist Augustin-Jean
Fresnel (1788–1827) for lighthouses. It has been called
"the invention that saved a million ships."
The design allows the construction of lenses of large
aperture and short focal length without the mass and
volume of material that would be required by a lens of conventional design.
A Fresnel lens can be made much thinner than
a comparable conventional lens, in some cases
taking the form of a flat sheet. A Fresnel lens can
capture more oblique light from a light source,
thus allowing the light from a lighthouse equipped
with one to be visible over greater distances.
For our July contest, we are asking our readers
to identify what the item pictured to the right
is and for what it is used. Go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the
answer. GOOD LUCK!

2009 CHEVY $

13,985*

TAHOE

LT-1 4X4 V8 LOADED 3RD ROW
*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? NO PROBLEM.
GOOD CREDIT? RATES AS LOW AS 1.99%!
1200 S. CARNEY DR., ST. CLAIR, MI 48079
MON¤THU: 9AM-8PM | TUE¤WED¤FRI: 9AM-6PM
SAT: 10AM-2PM | SUN: CLOSED

(810) 637-5757
BILLMACDONALDFORD.NET

SERVICe | full detailing | accessories | tires
The Works

3995

4795 $

$

Tire Rotation • oil change • brake inspection
fluid top off • battery test • filter check
multi-point inspection • most cars up to 5 qts.
WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

7/31/2020

Get Your Vehicle Detailed

139

169

00 $

$

CARS

00

SUVS & VANS

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

7/31/2020

free multi-point inspection

3995

$

FRONT END ALIGNMENT

4995

$

4 WHEEL

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

7/31/2020

MEET
OR BEAT
COMPETITORS’ TIRE PRICES
MOST MAJOR BRANDS

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES

7/31/2020
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Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 6PM | Sat. 7AM – 5PM

4600 24th Ave., Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Tel: 810-385-6000 Fax: 810-385-1667
1777 Busha Hwy., Marysville, MI 48040
Tel: 810-364-6400 Fax: 810-364-1370
www.jones-equipment.com

Great Pricing

On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

FREEPIK.COM

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

Award-Winning Dealer
BACKUP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN
LESS THAN A MINUTE WITH A GENERAC AUTOMATIC GENERATOR
FOR AS LOW AS

$

79

A MONTH

BEST DEAL EVER!

FREE

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

EXTENDED*
WARRANTY

WITH PURCHASE AND
INSTALLATION OF GENERATOR
Previous sales excluded.
CALL FOR DETAILS.
*PURCHASE WITHIN ONE
WEEK OF ESTIMATE.

TPN Exp. 07/31/2020

Financing
Available

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area!
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

The Fourth of July – also known as Independence Day or July 4th – has

been a federal holiday in the United States since 1941, but the tradition of
Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the American
Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of
independence, and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the
Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson.
From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of
American independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and
concerts to more casual family gatherings and barbecues.
In the pre-Revolutionary years, colonists had held annual celebrations of

1-810-543-3899
1-800-400-8941
www.budgetelectricgenerator.com

the king’s birthday, which traditionally included the ringing of bells, bonfires,
processions and speechmaking. By contrast, during the summer of 1776, some
colonists celebrated the birth of independence by holding mock funerals for
King George III as a way of symbolizing the end of the monarchy’s hold on
America and the triumph of liberty.
Festivities including concerts, bonfires, parades and the firing of cannons
and muskets usually accompanied the first public readings of the Declaration of
Independence, beginning immediately after its adoption. Philadelphia held the
first annual commemoration of independence on July 4, 1777, while Congress
was still occupied with the ongoing war.
Source: history.com/topics/holidays/july-4th
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WE AS A STAFF ARE CLOSELY
FOLLOWING THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
AND CDC’S GUIDELINES AS THEY CHANGE.

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SERVICE MEMBERS & FIRST RESPONDERS!

neimansfamilymarket.com

810-329-4535

1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079
visit facebook.com/NeimansFamilyMarket
for fresh facts & grillin’ tips!
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(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
July is the perfect time to enjoy the great outdoors, but every year
the same pest arrives to drive you and your family back indoors.
Mosquitoes use many methods to locate us. They are attracted to
the carbon dioxide humans and animals emit. They also use receptors and vision
to pick up body heat, perspiration and skin odor to find a potential host. If you're
outside at this time of year in Michigan, you know they will be relentless in
searching out your blood as the perfect snack. There are more than 3,000 species
of mosquitoes worldwide and more than 60 species are in Michigan.
An interesting bit of information is that male mosquitoes feed and survive on
plant materials and nectar. This means that only females feed on blood because it
is required for most of them to produce eggs. If they didn’t bite us, they would not
be able to reproduce. Mosquitoes can harbor and transmit several life-threatening
diseases, such as West Nile Virus, St. Louis encephalitis, La Crosse encephalitis,
eastern equine encephalitis (EEE), Zika and heartworm, to name a few. They can
transmit these diseases to humans, pets, livestock and wildlife. It only takes one
bite from an infected mosquito to spread the disease they are carrying.
Mosquitoes go through four stages of development: egg, larva, pupae and
adult. That means there are several types of products and treatments available,
depending on what stage they are at in their life cycle. The earlier you stop the
development of these blood suckers the better!
It is best to target these pests in the
larvae and pupae stages before
they become free-flying insects.
Mosquito larvae are typically
found in shallow, stagnant
water, which makes standing
water around your yard an
optimal breeding ground!
Mosquito eggs must be in water
to hatch, so they will lay their
eggs either directly in water
or in areas subject to flooding. Knowing this can help you reduce the risk of
mosquitoes taking over your yard. Try to eliminate any standing water you can
find, such as buckets or any type of container that collects water when it rains.
Make sure you’re pouring the water out if it collects, or angle the container so it
can no longer collect water. Being proactive in this area can help you minimize
mosquito activity.
Adult mosquitoes are most active during dawn and dusk. If you are out and
about during these times, be sure to keep yourself protected. Wear long sleeves
and long pants and some type of bug repellent. And don't forget about your pets!
There are products on the market that will protect your pets from these pesky
insects and the diseases they carry as well. Taking these simple precautions will
save you a lot of suffering and distress.
Due to the nature of this annoying insect, control can be hard to gain. It can
require multiple professional treatments throughout the summer to reduce their
impact. ABC Home & Commercial Services is equipped to create specialized
treatment plans that are specific to each home, yard and landscape! Call ABC at
(810) 794-5678 now to schedule an appointment before the eggs start hatching.
Unfortunately, there is no such thing as a complete elimination of this insect, but
regularly scheduled treatments will offer a significant reduction in activity. The
sooner you call and schedule your appointment the sooner you'll be able to get
a handle on those pesky mosquitoes and enjoy more of your time outdoors!
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greatly, revealing a need for marker lights to guide sailors
through the treacherous waters and into the natural harbor during
inclement weather. Soon a site to erect a lighthouse was chosen on the northern end
of the island, which was situated on top of a 175-foot cliff – the area was deemed
acceptable because the high elevation made it visible from either side for a great
distance.
On March 3, 1853, $5,000 was set aside by congress and a lease was awarded
for the land from the State of Michigan. Work on the tower began around 1856, and
was completed the same year sitting 32 feet above the tower’s foundation equipped
with a Fourth Order Fresnel lens constructed by Sautter of Paris. The light shined
bright white with intermittent flashing which allowed it to be viewed as far away as
13 miles during clear weather. Due to the extensive cliff the lighthouse was situated
on and the fact that the boathouse that lighthouse keepers had to land at was ¼ mile
away from the house itself, a walkway and several bridges were constructed in 1860
to make the trek more manageable.
An inspection of the building was
conducted in 1866, by the Eleventh
District Inspector, which revealed that
the building was in deplorable condition.
It was the inspector’s suggestion that the
original building should be demolished
and a new lighthouse be constructed in its
place – congress responded with another
$12,000 to $17,000 (depending on the
source) to begin the project the following
year. A crew of workers arrived on Grand
Grand Island North Lighthouse
Island in 1867, to begin erecting the new
lighthouse, with brick being the primary material used instead of wood because it
couldn’t withstand the elements. They replaced the dilapidated tower with a one-anda-half story brick residence with a 40-foot tower attached to its side. After the work
was complete and the old lens was installed on the new tower, the lighthouse was
once again operating by 1867. Due to the sheer power of the wind and ice in the area
during the winter months, a lot of the walkways were destroyed. By 1885, nearly 250
feet of walkway were replaced and the boat launch received improvements as well.
Abraham Williams, who was Grand Island’s first permanent European settler,
established a settlement on the island throughout the late 1800s – eventually the town
grew to boast amenities, such as a blacksmith shop, sawmill and a trading post. As the
years passed, Williams and his family continued to buy large sections of the island
from the State of Michigan, and by late 1800s, Williams and his relatives owned
almost the entire island, besides what was set aside for the lighthouses. In 1896,
the Cleveland Cliffs Company, which had been working in
the Marquette area since 1850, offered the Williams family
$93,701.67 in exchange for all their land holdings on the
island – they quickly accepted the offer. A few years prior to
the offer, the prestigious Huron Mountain Club was created
by 12 influential men in 1889, just a year after William G.
Mather became president of the Cleveland Cliffs Company.
Although Mather was one of the most powerful men who
spent a great deal of time in Marquette, he wasn’t invited into
the private club, originally known as the Huron Mountain
Shooting and Fishing Club. Perhaps in retaliation for not
receiving an invite, Mather decided he would establish his
William G. Mather, 1902
own hunting wonderland on Grand Island.
Soon the island accommodated numerous vacation homes, groomed trails for
visitors to ride their horses on, and Mather
quickly began working to make his island a
hunter’s paradise. William ordered his workers
to import numerous plants and animals onto
the island that were not native to the area – he
brought caribou, moose, antelope, grouse from
Scotland and Sweden, reindeer from Finland,
brush hare from England, as well as elk from
the Lower Peninsula. As he continued to build
his oasis, the Lighthouse Board decided the
lighthouse encompassed too much property, and
Pronghorn (contributed by Arbutus Press) in 1901, nearly 400 acres were auctioned off
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ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
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7210 Lakeshore Rd.
Lakeport, MI 48059
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®
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and purchased by the Cleveland Cliffs Company. Other animals, such as deer and
wolves, were already prominent in the area at the time, and in an effort to sustain his
newly introduced animals, he hired numerous men to eliminate the wolf population
on Grand Island. The result was detrimental to the wildlife in the area because
natural selection couldn’t be carried out the way it was supposed to, which resulted
in widespread diseases – this caused a majority of the animals to die out during the
winter of 1902-1903.
While Mather owned approximately 98 percent of the island at the time, with
the only other lots being two lighthouses on the north and south end of the islet,
this began to irritate him. Hunting laws were somewhat blurry between European
immigrants and Native Americans, who occupied the land prior to their arrival. Since
food rations for lighthouse keepers were very limited and bland, many hunted their
own food when opportunity presented itself – this was said to be the case at the
Grand Island North lighthouse. Many of the early lighthouse keepers were at least
partially Native American and didn’t understand the European idea of owning land
or animals, and when Mather caught wind of the killing of his prized and exotic
animals, he became infuriated. Needless to say, tensions were high between the
company and lighthouse keepers in the area.
On June 12, 1908, a small tattered sailboat was discovered on the shore near
the Au Sable Point. A lighthouse keeper in the area discovered the boat and when
he looked down into the vessel he discovered a body reportedly battered beyond
recognition. Eventually the body was recognized as 30-yearold Edward S. Morrison, who had filled the position of
assistant lighthouse keeper at the Grand Island North
Lighthouse just six weeks prior. When authorities
began investigating the strange discovery, they set
out to the northern lighthouse, where they found the
building dark and deserted – the head keeper George
Genry, who had been working there for 15 years, was
nowhere to be found either. After further examination
of the lighthouse, wherever Genry went, it appears he
Lena and Edward Morrison went in a hurry because supplies were discovered in a
(contributed by Arbutus Press) pile on the boat dock and both men’s coats were hanging
on the wall in the boathouse.
The last official record in the lighthouse’s
logbook was from Genry on June 5. Both men
had received pay on June 6, which is when it was
believed Genry went to town to get supplies –
this led locals to theorize that the two men were
likely robbed and murdered. However, other
rumors began to swirl around the community
that Genry killed Morrison and fled to Canada
because his body was yet to turn up, leading some
to believe he was still alive. With the possible
series of events seemingly endless, another
theory arose that some believed they were both
killed off at Mather’s request. This is believed
Genry family on the right, others
to stem from the frustration that he still didn’t
not identified (contributed by Alger
own the entire island and that the lighthouse
County Historical Society)

PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ

keepers were suspected of killing the wildlife. Reports stated that two coroners
examined the body of Morrison, while initial accounts stated the head and shoulders
were crushed under force from some type of blunt object, the coroners had different
findings. While one said he most likely died from exposure to the strong weather on
the lake, a panel of coroners said they
couldn’t come to a definitive conclusion
of how he died, but supposedly they had
a strong suspicion of murder.
Accounts vary if Genry’s body was
ever recovered. Some state that his body
eventually washed up on the shore a
few weeks later, while others report
it was never discovered. However,
it is interesting to note that there is a
grave in the Maple Grove Cemetery in Lyle D, boat rumored to recover Genry's body
(contributed by Arbutus Press)
Munising, which reads George A. Genry
1861-1908 – some believed this was a hoax created by the family to receive an
insurance settlement and there are no human remains in the grave. The chances of
finding an eyewitness was extremely slim because the closest occupant on the island
was believed to be Mather’s game
keeper, who lived several miles to the
south. Making the situation even more
interesting is the belief that Mather
was so powerful in the area at the time
that he controlled everything on the
island, including the police and the
coroners. To this day, some believe
Mather put a bounty on both men’s
heads for killing his beloved animals
to feed their families, but no concrete
conclusion has ever been reached.
In 1941, the need for lighthouse
Grave marker (contributed by Arbutus Press)
keepers ended at the Grand Island
North Lighthouse after an automated light was installed. By 1961, a steel pole near
the edge of the cliff was erected with a solar powered light, which ended the need for
the lighthouse. Now deemed useless by the Coast Guard, the lighthouse and property
were sold to MIT Professor Dr. Loren Graham for use as a vacation home for his
family. Eventually the Cleveland Cliffs Company sold their land holdings on the
island to the Forest Service, making the islet a national recreation site. Ferry services
now bring patrons to the island and bus tours are available, but the Grand Island
North Lighthouse remains private property. Since the lighthouse is situated on top
of a rocky cliff, it is difficult to view from the water, making an air tour the only
real way to view the historic building. Loren, along with his wife Pat, painstakingly
restored the dilapidated lighthouse to its former beauty – Loren has since written a
book titled Death at a Lighthouse, which details the island’s history and his personal
investigation into the mysterious events from 1908.
With this cold case being 111 years old, it seems as though no one will ever know
how Edward Morrison died, if George Genry lived out his life in hiding or if he
perished that same day as well.
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TO OUR ENTIRE
FOXFIRE FAMILY!
We could not have made it through
this crazy time without each of you!

We’re proud to have you on our team!

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S

7200 RIVER ROAD, MARINE CITY, MI 48039
‘

810-765-Y ALL (9255) WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
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OPEN
DAILY FOR
LUNCH AND
DINNER
50% CAPACITY SEATING
RESERVATIONS
RECOMMENDED

• BECAUSE IT ’S MOND
AY
• AFTER A LONG DAY
• JUST FOR FUN
• TO VISIT WITH FRIEN
YOU HAVEN’T SEEN INDS
A LONG TIME
• SO YOU DON ’T HAVE
TO DO DISHES
• TO TRY SOMETHING
NEW

E
HOMEMAD
S
DESSERT

FULL BAR

MONDAY - THURSDAY
12PM - 8PM

Gift Certificates Always
Available in Any Amount

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
11AM - 9PM

M ak e ev er yd ay a
C E LE B R AT IO N w ith us !

Covered, Outdoor
Seating (with tv )
s

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL MENU AND EVENTS
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Driveway
Duck
By Laura Irwin

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

As I was sitting on the front porch in
early spring between the rains, I was treated
to the sight of watching my husband do an
odd little, wide-legged dance at the end of
the driveway. At 200 feet away, I could
not tell what had caused him to stop and
get out of his truck on his way to run an
errand, nor could I see what was making
him jump and hop around. He continued
on in front of his truck out of my sight
line, but I can tell you I was getting a good
laugh out of his antics.
Less than a minute later he comes back
into view cupping one hand to his chest,
climbs into his truck, then starts backing
up towards the house. I'm now curious
enough to get up from my chair and meet
him out in the driveway.
He's grinning at me through the open
window as he holds up a baby duck.
"OHHHHH" is my first response before I
threw a barrage of questions at him. After
a quick explanation of how the little guy
was just hanging out, peeping loudly, in the
middle of the driveway by the road, I holler
for our youngest daughter – who is 19 and
in the veterinary field – to come outside.
But, she's tucked up in her room watching
some TV show and doesn't hear me. I run
into the house calling her name. In typical
teenage fashion, she doesn't reply until I
am at her bedroom door and with no small
amount of excitement tell her that dad has
found a baby duck. Well, you would've
thought it was Christmas morning the way
she popped up and went running past me.
She was at the truck before I could even
get out of the house!
At this point, she has eyes only for the
duckling. She gently takes it from her dad
and couldn’t resist snuggling it up close to
her face before examining it. Her cursory
exam revealed this little baby was so fresh
it still had the mark on its tummy from the
umbilical cord, but otherwise appeared
healthy.
We decided to skirt the edges of the yard
up by the ditch to see if we could find or
hear signs of other baby ducks or, better
yet, a mama duck calling for it. I'd say we
looked for a good 10 to 15 minutes before
we gave up in favor of attending to the
duckling’s immediate needs.
We've had ducklings and chicks before,
so we knew a fair amount about proper
care, but we weren't sure what type of
duck this was. Most likely it belonged to
one of the neighbor’s Muscovy ducks that
have recently started squatting on our side
of the county easements, but it could also

be a wild species and that would require
slightly different care.
We took several minutes to Google
"wild ducklings" and confirmed it wasn't
before proceeding to go about getting it
tucked up safely. Using one of our smaller
animal crates, we heated a water bottle and
wrapped it in a towel, stuck an old winter
cap in for it to hide in, pilfered some of
our chicken's treats – dried meal worms –
crushing them up and putting them in a jelly
jar lid, and last but not least, we installed
the pool – a shallow container with pebbles
and water. Now we had to settle on what
to call it besides "baby duck". Several
names were considered: Driveway Duck,
Quackers, Feather Locklear, Firequacker,
Lucky Duck, etc., but we finally all agreed
on Scamp, after the way it made the man of
the house scamper after it in the driveway.
During all this activity, I'm keeping
an eye out the front window towards the
end of the driveway on the off chance I
might see mama duck or other babies. No
luck, but I did see a big ol' orange tomcat
slinking along the ditch line right where
little Scamp would’ve been peeping and
looking for its mama.
Everything went fine that first afternoon
and evening, other than the repetitive
peeping. We did our best to comfort it
and once dusk hit, it quieted right down.
The next morning, our daughter tended to
its needs before leaving for work; then I
was on duck duty for the rest of the day.
I waited about an hour before going to
check on it. I knelt down to peer through
the crate door and couldn't see it. I stuck
my fingers through the grate, giving them
a little wiggle. Nothing. I'm starting to get
mildly concerned and thinking to myself,
"what the heck". I open the door, remove
the hat and the water bottle, still nothing.
Oh man, I'm now in worried mama mode.
Without getting up, I scan the room. Mind
you this is a teenager’s room with piles
of clothes, books, backpacks and other
miscellaneous debris all over the floor,
creating multiple hiding places for a wee
little ducky. I tried peeping, but I got no
response. Thankfully, I spotted it within
a few seconds, snuggled right up next to
the outside of the crate. Whew! I tuck it
back in and go to tell my husband about
the adventure. In the short time I was
gone, the little stinker tried again, this

794-5678 if you have yellow jackets!

time getting itself stuck in the grated door.
I called out to the husband to, once again,
come rescue the duck.
After settling it back in the crate, I wrapped
some cloth tautly around the bottom of
the door – on the outside. Thinking I had
successfully solved the issue, I continued
on about my busy Saturday morning,
which included texting our daughter of the
breakouts and subsequent recoveries.
Not too much later, I'm busy doing chores,
when our son came out of his room – which
is down the hall and through the living
room and dining room from our daughter's
room – holding Scamp. That little Houdini
had had a third liberation. Astounded, I
knew the crate was no longer an option. I
grabbed a high-sided cardboard box out
of the recycling bin and installed the little
escape artist with all its accoutrements. My
mission of duckling safety was fulfilled.
Baby ducks need exercise, so we
incorporated some exercise sessions. There
is a lot of entertainment and amusement
watching a baby duckling dart, scoot and
scurry along behind one of us or our big,
gentle Rottweiler named Tipsy. Tipsy even
let Scamp snuggle up under her elbow and
nibble on her claws. During these fitness
activities, Scamp also revealed a propensity
for perching – on a foot, hand or anything
else it could get up on.
In the afternoon of the fourth
day of Scamp, my husband
was looking out the back door
after another recent rain, when
what to his wondering eyes
did appear? A waddling mama
duck and three ducklings dear.
"Ahhh," he said to himself,
"I know where little Scamp
belongs." He was so excited
he had to call me at work to
let me know Scamp’s family
had been found. As we
originally speculated, it was
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the Muscovy's from next door.
Using his stealthy, stalking hunter skills,
my husband waited and watched to see
where mama duck would lead her little
ones and was rewarded with the general
location of the nest. He anxiously waited
for our daughter to arrive home from work
so together they could reunite the family.
They carried Scamp to the general
location gently setting her down in the
grass, close to the brush-filled ditch that
marks the county easement between
our property and the neighbors. As our
daugher backed away, Scamp immediately
started peeping loudly and following
her. Then, from somewhere across the
water in the ditch came an answering
peep. Scamp stopped, did an about face
and took a few hopping steps toward the
peeping sound. A pause in the peeping
caused some hesitation, but when mama
quacked, Scamp hit the water at what can
only be described as a flying swim and
made it over to mama and siblings lickity
split. My husband laughingly said, "She
was making wakes."
The joyful reunion was complete, but
I had missed it because I wasn't home
from work yet. I gave the husband and
the daughter a small amount of grief for
leaving me out of witnessing first hand this
heartening event, but as they
gave me play-by-play action,
they were forgiven.
About an hour later, I took
a gander out a back window
and was rewarded with a
glimpse of Mama, Papa and
babies, sunning themselves
and snitching seeds under the
bird feeder. Awwww. It was
so charming and delightful.
Maybe I'll get another peek
tomorrow and the next day
too, watching the little ones
change as they grow.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

Crazy Horse Memorial, South Dakota

I see a time of Seven Generations when all
the colors of mankind will gather under
the Sacred Tree of Life and the
whole Earth will become one
circle again. - Crazy Horse
Born Čháŋ Óhaŋ (translates to ''Among the Trees''). Crazy Horse or Tasunke Witco was born a
member of the Oglala Lakota around 1840. He died of a bayonet wound defending his people’s
way of life at Fort Robinson in Nebraska on September 5th, 1877.
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

HOME SELLER CHECKLIST

You've made the decision to sell, now what?

MARKET MATTERS

Michigan Realtors®, as of June
2020, were permitted to resume all inperson real estate activities with the
incorporation of some new requirements
and social distancing practices. After
a slow start to our spring market, it is
starting to heat up.
Our Michigan residential market
H ap py 4t h of Ju ly !
and our economy were strong going
into March, although the supply of
homes on the market was lower than desired to meet demand. April and May
residential real estate sales numbers in all categories were down sharply,
although not as far down as some had anticipated.
As our country has started to open back up, jobs and businesses are also
exceeding expectations as they come back. There appears to be a strong
housing demand, and we remain optimistic about a solid housing resurgence.
Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of Research for the of the National
Association of Realtors®, Lawrence Yun, recently opined, “The housing sector
is in a V-shaped recovery. The broader economy will not be, and the doubledigit unemployment rate may persist till the end of the
year. Still, the latest jobs data is showing much better
recovery potential.”
We believe that Michigan and its residential real estate
market are well-positioned to come back quickly.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb,
Oakland Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of Realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

Your Real Estate Connection!
PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE #1 COLDWELL BANKER IN MICHIGAN

DON ALCORN, GRI & BARBARA ALCORN, GRI
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel Real Estate
45200 Card Rd., Suite 101, Macomb, MI 48044

810.278.6654 | dalcorn@cbwm.com
810.278.6655 | balcorn@cbwm.com

Specializing in residential real estate in St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes.
A team in more ways than one, Don Alcorn and his wife, Barbara Mueller, brought their varied
backgrounds and experiences together to create a dynamic force to help you with your real estate needs.
Don’s first career was in radio broadcasting – Don’s radio career spanned 30 years. He worked as an on-air personality in the Detroit
market. Beginning at WIBM in Jackson, he moved on to WHFI in Birmingham in the ’60s, to WPON in Pontiac, and then to WOMC,
WDEE, and WCZY in Detroit, and CKLW and CKWW in Windsor in the ’90s. He was also program director of WBRB in Mt. Clemens. Don
is an Eagle Scout, Cass Tech Grad, and 32nd Degree Mason. Don attended University of Michigan and Wayne State Universities.
Barbara’s background is in insurance – Barbara spent 25 years with Maccabees Life Insurance Company, including two years as Vice
President of Disability Insurance, 15 years as head of its Life, Health and Disability Claims Operations and five years as head of its
Disability Underwriting Operation. In 1994, she opened her own consulting business, and she has had consulting and expert witness
engagements across the U.S., in Canada and Australia. She earned her BSBA from Lawrence Tech and her MBA from Michigan State.

From broadcasting and insurance to now serving all your real estate needs. Whether you're buying a new house or
selling one, first-time or seasoned buyer, relocating to or from this area, let us be your real estate resource. We would
love to work with you.
We specialize in waterfront and golf community properties. Uniquely qualified to help buyers and sellers interested in properties with
breakwalls and boat hoists, as well as golf course locations, we also have expertise in smaller or more rural communities and can help
buyers with interests and issues, ranging from farmland, to well and septic, to ordinances regarding hoofed animals.
CBWM is a primary broker for Cartus Services and we are members of the CBWM Relocation “A Team”. This means access to more
potential buyers if you are selling, and, if you are buying, is an indication of our experience and demonstrated service to the home-buying
sector. As relocation specialists, we work often with current or former military personnel. As members of an international network, we can
assist you, your family or friends – anyone you know who is relocating – whether they are moving around the world or around the block.
Let us be your relocation resource.

MYREALESTATERESOURCE.COM | WEDELIVERTHERIVER.COM | THISHOMEISFOREYOU.COM

FEATURED LISTINGS

Market Research – It’s not enough to have a good idea of prices in your
neighborhood and around your house. You need a better idea of comparable
similar styles, sizes (square footage, bedrooms and baths), locations, and
amenities of relevant properties before you put your house on the market. Even
if you feel other houses do not compare to yours, they do compete with yours for
the buyer.
Use of a Real Estate Professional – The National Association of Realtors® (NAR)
2019 Survey reported that 89% of home sellers worked with a real estate agent
to sell their home. Those using Realtors® wanted a trusted advisor able to assist
with marketing, pricing, staging, negotiations, managing and navigating the
process. It is so important to have an experienced professional to guide sellers
through this complex process.
Get Your House Ready to Sell – Enhance your property’s curb appeal to make a
good first impression. De-clutter, clean and neutralize your house to let potential
buyers see the space and visualize themselves in their new homes. Staging is
important, and when well done, can make a tremendous difference in the time
and price at which a property will sell. A thorough house cleaning is a must,
including mechanicals, such as the tops of the furnace and water heater, to
signify to prospective buyers that you have taken great care of your house.
Pricing Your Home to Sell – It’s important to understand the market and to set
a reasonable asking price based on actual recent comparable sales. Even in a
Sellers’ market, the asking price should bear a reasonable relationship to market
value to attract offers, perhaps even multiple offers, and to better ensure that
the house will appraise for the agreed price as part of the mortgage process and
result in a successful sale.
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ST. CLAIR RIVERFRONT LISTING
VISIT LINK BELOW FOR FULL DETAILS

HTTP://6661RIVERRD.CBWM.COM

6661 RIVER RD.
MARINE CITY

BEDROOMS, 2.1 BATHS
2,487 SF, 1.5 ACRES,
113’ RIVER FRONTAGE,
FURNISHED

JUST LISTED!
25 GOLFSIDE DR.
ST. CLAIR TWP.,

5 BEDROOMS, 3.1 BATHS
VISIT LINK BELOW FOR MORE PHOTOS

HTTPS://WWW.PLANOMATIC.COM/355280

CALL US WITH YOUR QUESTIONS OR TO ARRANGE A PRIVATE SHOWING
ON THIS HOME OR OTHER LISTINGS. 810.278.6655 | 810.278.6654

July 2020		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
A Veteran-Owned Company

2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060

www.sunbursttours.com

hipshewana

August

Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Gift Certificates
are Completely Escorted Aboard
make great gifts
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
for any occasion!
Complete Trip,
Available in Any Amount
Tour & Cruise
Details at:
We Special Trips
also and Fundraisers
do... for Groups

july
W H A T H A P P E N E D O N T H I S D AY I N H I S T O R Y ?

Indiana

18-19
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the Total Experience

VISITS MANY TRUE AMISH SHOPS & STORES

spend 3 hours exploring the Flea Market, then back to the bus for a step-on
guided tour and narrative followed by a scrumptious home-made Amish meal.

!
BOOK EARLY

Glory

7-Day, Eastern Caribbean
♦Key West – Bahamas♦

1

On this day
in 1908, the
distress signal “SOS”
(• • • – – – • • •)
becomes the
worldwide standard
for help.

2

On this day
in 1926,
Congress
establishes
the Army
Air Corps.

Feb. 28
thru
thru
March 6

3

On this day
in 1790,
in Paris, the Marquis
de Condorcet
proposes granting
civil rights to women.

4

On this day
in 1776,
the Declaration of
Independence is
amended,
approved
and
signed.

5

6

On this day
On this day
On this day
in 1777,
in 1928, sliced
in 1944,
American troops give
bread is sold for the
Lieutenant Jackie
up Fort Ticonderoga
first time by the
Robinson of the U.S.
on Lake Champlain to
Chillicothe Baking
Army, while riding a
the British.
civilian bus from Camp Company in Missouri,
using a machine
Hoo, Texas, refuses to
invented by Otto
give up his seat to a
Frederick Rohwedder.
white man.

7

8

9

On this day
in 1663,
the British crown
grants Rhode Island a
charter guaranteeing
freedom of worship.

10

On this day
in 1850,
U.S. President Zachary
Taylor dies in office at
the age of 65. He is
succeeded by Millard
Fillmore.

11

12

On this day
in 1786,
Morocco agrees to
stop attacking
American ships in the
Mediterranean for a
payment of $10,000.

13

14

On this day
in 1933,
Nazi Germany
promulgates the Law
for the Protection of
Hereditary Health −
the beginning of the
Euthanasia program.

15

16

17

On this day
in 1946,
Chinese communists
attack the Nationalist
army on the Yangtze
River.

18

On this day
in 1938,
Douglas “Wrong Way”
Corrigan accidentally
arrives in Ireland after
a 28-hour flight from
New York. The filed
flight plan had been to
California.

19

On this day
in 2017,
U.S. scientists
calculate the total
amount of plastic ever
produced to be 8.3
billion metric tons.

20

On this day
in 1917,
Alexander Kerensky
becomes the premier
of Russia.

21

On this day
in 1960,
Sirimavo Bandaranaike
becomes the first
woman prime
minister of Ceylon.

22

23

On this day
in 1627, Sir
George Calvert arrives
in Newfoundland to
develop his land grant.

24

On this day
On this day
in 1946,
in 1911,
at Club 500 in
American explorer
Atlantic City, New
Hiram Bingham
Jersey, Dean Martin
discovers Machu
Picchu, the Lost City of and Jerry Lewis stage
their first show as a
the Incas.
comedy team.

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

On this day
in 1832,
the German
government begins
curtailing freedom of
the press after
German Democrats
advocate a revolt
against Austrian rule.

On this day
in 0326,
Emperor Constantine
refuses to carry out
traditional pagan
sacrifices.

FREEPIK.COM

(810) 794-5678 for safe wildlife removal!

On this day
in 1942, actor
Harrison Ford is born
in Chicago, Illinois.

On this day
On this day
in 1615,
in 1663, the
French explorer
British Parliament
Samuel de Champlain
passes a second
discovers Lake Huron
Navigation Act,
on his seventh voyage
requiring all goods
to the New World.
bound for the colonies
be sent in British ships
from British ports.

On this day
in 1789, the
electors of Paris set
up a "commune" to
live without the
authority of the
government.

On this day
in 1789,
Thomas Jefferson
becomes the first
head of the U.S.
Department of
Foreign Affairs.

On this day
in 1899, the
first motorcycle race
is held in Manhattan
Beach, New York.

On this day
in 1969,
Apollo 11 blasts off
from Cape Kennedy,
Florida.

On this day
On this day
in 1792, the
in 1948,
cornerstone for the
professional wrestling
first U.S. government
premieres on
primetime network TV. building, the U.S. Mint,
is laid in Philadelphia.

On this day
in 1679,
the British crown
claims New
Hampshire as
a royal colony.
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Here we are in my absolute favorite month of the year. For me, July is warmth,
freedom and long summer nights spent outdoors. As Americans, we have survived
the toughest four months I can remember in all of my years on this earth.
With so much chaos, division, political misunderstandings, confusion as to what
is the truth and what is not, and side-taking, this month I really want to focus on
what this month of July has always stood for, and that is, our rights and freedoms as
American citizens.
To say that I am spending this holiday at my cottage with my family and celebrating
my first year of marriage is an understatement. During the cold winter months,
during the stay-at-home order, it was so easy to get caught up in social media, TV
news and radio commentary.
There are so many ways to look at what has gone on in the world; I think I have
run the gamut in my emotions and thoughts since March of this year. We can live in
fear and freak out at every bad fake news video; we can just roll with the changes
and see what plays out or we can just ignore the news media and crazy social media
comments. I have done all three and the happiest I have been is when I just ignored
most of the media postings and scrolled on. That was a challenge for me, though.
The good news is that we are still a free country and America is the best, great
country to live in! As more and more businesses and services are opening up. I am
choosing to celebrate my freedom this month more than I ever have! This is the time
of the year that I live for and write about in the cold days of winter. I am enjoying
every day of this summer season. As the world changes and we view things a bit
differently now, I promise to remain grateful for all that I have and that I live in such
an awesome country, not a perfect one, but a great one at that! I wouldn’t change
that for anything in the entire world.
Have a safe and happy month of July and remember to celebrate this awesome
freedom we have; if you ever doubt that, just think back to March, April and May and
you will change your mind about that!
Enjoy the summer, ThumbPrint News readers!

A LESSON ON LIBERTY
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it.” - George Bernard Shaw

liberty

lib·er·ty [\ ˈli-bər-tē ]

1: the quality or state of being free: a: the power to do as one pleases, b: freedom
from physical restraint, c: freedom from arbitrary or despotic control, d: the positive
enjoyment of various social, political or economic rights and privileges e: the power
of choice
2a: a right or immunity enjoyed by prescription or by grant : PRIVILEGE, b: permission
especially to go freely within specified limits; Ex. was given the liberty of the house
3a: an action going beyond normal limits: such as: a breach of etiquette or propriety :
FAMILIARITY, Ex. took undue liberties with a stranger, b: RISK, CHANCE; Ex. took
foolish liberties with his health, c: a violation of rules or a deviation from standard
practice; Ex. took liberties in the way he played the game, d: a distortion of fact;
Ex. The movie takes many liberties with the actual events.
4: a short, authorized absence from naval duty, usually for less than 48 hours; Ex. at liberty
Personal Liberty
: the freedom of the individual to do as he pleases, limited only by the authority of politically
organized society to regulate his action to secure the public health, safety or morals or of other
recognized social interests
Civil Liberty
: freedom from arbitrary governmental interference (as with the right of free speech) specifically
by denial of governmental power and in the U.S., especially as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights
—usually used in plural
Individual Liberty
: the liberty of those persons who are free from external restraint in the exercise of those rights
which are considered to be outside the province of a government to control
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Pet Tips for
Warm Weather

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Here are some tips on having a safe,
happy and healthy summer with your pet!

• With the warm weather comes picnics, camping and graduation parties. All may
involve having your pet with you. You should make sure your pets do not ingest
alcohol, which can be deadly to them. Even small amounts of alcohol can have major
side effects on pets.
• This is the time of year when we start taking our pets for long walks and to dog parks
so they can start shedding those extra pounds after being cooped up for the winter.
Exercise needs to be gradually reintroduced to avoid any orthopedic injuries, such as
torn ligaments or muscles.
• With heavy summer rains, there may be puddles of standing water outside. These
puddles can contain many bacteria and small organisms that can sometimes cause
vomiting and diarrhea. You should have a stool sample checked yearly for any
intestinal parasites as well as having a stool sample checked whenever there is
diarrhea present.
• All vaccinations should be up to date so when your pets are exposed to other animals
they are protected. Your dog’s vaccine risk assessment, as well as your cat’s vaccine
risk assessment, should be evaluated by your veterinarian yearly to assure your pet
is fully protected.
• ALL DOGS AND CATS NEED TO BE VACCINATED AGAINST RABIES!
• All dogs should be tested yearly for heartworm disease and be given monthly
heartworm prevention year-round. Cats do not need to be tested but should also be
on monthly heartworm prevention year-round. Both indoor and outdoor cats can
be exposed to heartworms. Heartworm disease can be fatal to both dogs and cats.
Cats are more resistant to the heartworms and may only have one to three worms
in the heart, but their lungs are more sensitive to the effects of the heartworms and
cats often die suddenly from blood clots formed by the presence of the adult worms.
Dogs can also die from blood clots in the lungs caused by heartworm disease. The
treatment for heartworm disease in dogs is a form of arsenic. Heartworm disease is
much easier to prevent than it is to treat.
• Make sure your pet is either always wearing a collar with an identification tag or
is microchipped and registered with a registry that has a 24-hour recovery system.
When you are outside with your pets, they should always be on a leash.
• Provide plenty of water, shade and adequate shelter to protect your pets from the sun
and heat while they are enjoying the outdoors.
• Keep an eye out for heat stroke. Heat stroke is a medical emergency. If you suspect
your pet has heat stroke, you must act quickly and calmly. Call a veterinarian
immediately. At the same time, begin to lower the animal’s body temperature by
applying towels soaked in cool (not cold) water to the hairless areas of the body.
Signs of heatstroke include panting, staring, anxious expression, refusal to obey
commands, warm, dry skin, high fever, rapid heartbeat, vomiting and/or collapse.
• Few dogs appreciate the spectacle of Fourth of July fireworks. The loud noises may
be upsetting or even uncomfortable to your dog’s sensitive ears. If you are going out
to see fireworks, leave your dog at home. If fireworks can be heard from your house
and they appear to bother your dog, take your dog to a quiet room and sit with him
until he calms down.
• It is unknown why some pets become afraid of noises such as thunder. In the case of
thunderstorms, pets may also be fearful of storm-associated events such as a change in
barometric pressure, lightning, electrostatic disturbances and even smells associated
with the storms. Different animals may display different signs of noise phobias.
These signs can include hiding (most common sign in cats), urinating, defecating,
chewing, panting, pacing, trying to escape (digging, jumping through windows,
going through walls or running away), drooling, seeking the owner, expressing anal
glands, not eating, not listening to commands, trembling or shaking, dilated pupils,
vocalizing (barking or meowing). There is no guarantee that a noise phobia can be
totally resolved, but in many instances, the fear can be managed effectively. If your
dog has a history of negative reactions to loud noises, talk to your veterinarian ahead
of time for suggestions or possible medications to help calm your pet’s fears.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981
Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions,
you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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794-5678 if you see bald faced hornets!
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Servanthood in the Midst of COVID-19
By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

From the beginning of March of this year until early May when COVID-19 reared its
ugly head in the pandemic of 2020, I drove back and forth to work in the busy Medical
ICU of Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, Michigan, day after day. Quarantined for a
couple of weeks prior to the rest of the state of Michigan, my days off were often spent at
home coordinating drop offs for masks, hats and other PPE that so many friends and folks
I hadn't even come to know yet, volunteered to provide.
My drives home from work often involved stopping at people's homes to pick up bags
of supplies on porches. Frequently, I'd come home to warm, home-cooked meals on the
porch, brownies and cookies. Once there was even an entire homemade coffee cake that
was absolutely scrumptious.
Friends sent pictures of cartoon heroes in capes colored by their children; people sent
cards, made bright, beautiful paintings for my window, and even sent videos of their kids
singing fun songs to my cell phone. They texted me Scripture verses, personal prayers,
hymns and devotionals. Boxes were often on the porch when I came home from work.
People sent snacks; care packets and treats came all the way from Canada, and PPE of all
sorts was sent from three different states. There were a few times I'd get up in the morning
and find bags of things, such as homemade shields and ear savers, on the porch. One of
my childhood friends drove over an hour at midnight and left 20 hand-sewn masks in my
door. One friend even organized a group that began providing meals for front line workers
in all of the Detroit area hospitals.
Reading the occasional hand-written letter of encouragement became one of my favorite
nightly things to do once I settled in and curled up on the couch.
Life was crazy.
A couple weeks ago, I was finally forced to slow down by way of a knee injury. It
necessitated a surgery and keeping me at home not only quarantined, but pretty sedentary
as well. Besides my faithful family and friends who come and go because they love me
and want to make sure all of my needs are met, I've had quite a bit of time on my hands to
reflect about all things COVID-19.
This morning my church interviewed me on ZOOM. It was only a couple of questions,
one of them being what I'd learned throughout this pandemic. Inside I sort of laughed to
myself because even in the past two weeks – much further distanced from COVID-19 than
I had spent March through May – I'm still learning, and realizing what God has taught me
through this sliver of time. And, He is using this time off to teach me even more.
So many Scriptures I thought I understood took on deeper meaning during the past
few months. And if it weren't for the people at my church and the family of God who
seamlessly deployed like an elite-trained Army Infantry Division, some of these Scriptures
may not have ever come to life for me as they have in these days.
I have missed my sons and daughter-in-law, and three months in the lives of my
grandchildren have passed by without me hugging and kissing them. THAT feels like an
eternity. But I do realize that it certainly is not.
The past few months have actually only been a sliver in time, a vapor, really. And a gift.
And when eternity matters more than the right now, and you're surrounded by faithful,
generous people with genuine servant
hearts whose lives model that very thing –
"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
Philippians 2:3-4 just comes right to life!
Whether it was sacrificed time, material, vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
talent, food, or any of the myriad of other
gifts my intensive care unit and I were others above yourselves, not looking
the recipients of - I know that not even to your own interests, but each of you
one person who gave did any of that out to the interests of the others."
of selfish ambition or vain conceit. They
did not look to their own interests. They
– Philippians 2:3-4 NIV
humbled themselves and looked to the
interests of myself, my co-workers, who I
love so very much, and literally hundreds of other front line workers – ALL image-bearers
of our Creator and God.
My friends, if God ever asks you to account for your time, and how you spent the
months during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, you will have no regrets. You spent
it with an eternal perspective, focusing on the needs and the interests of others – some who
I happen to care an awful lot about.
Thank you, all of you, for making Philippians 2:3-4 jump right out of the Scriptures and
come to life for me. You have helped me love Jesus a thousand times more.
And thank you to Jerry Carnill, who always, always, always talked to me about living
every day of my life with an eternal perspective. I didn't forget.
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Mark wins
a $50
Foxfire Fixin’s
Gift Card
1st Place Photo Submitted by Mark of Yale, MI

Gayle wins
a $25
Foxfire Fix
in’s
Gift Card
2nd Place Photo Submitted
by Gayle of Imlay City, MI

Bonnie wins
one of
Foxfire Fixin’s
Giant,
House-made,
Iced Cinnamon
Rolls

3rd Place Photo Submitted
by Bonnie of New Baltimore, MI

Stay tuned to our Facebook page and website for
upcoming contests and events. www.foxfirefixins.com
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ADVERTISING MADE EASY
WITH

ThumbPrint
News

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

Benefits of Advertising With Us:
We have great rates for monthly
advertising, set with the small to
medium business owner in mind.
• Issued in Six Counties
• Nearly 1,000 Drop Locations
• Appealing, Positive Content
• Free Graphic Design
• Extended Shelf Life
• No Additional Charge for Color
• Current and Past Issues Free Online

ur
Check Out Orea!
Coverage A
Sanilac

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

St. Clair
Macomb

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

CHAIRS REGLUED • WICKER/CANE REPAIRS/REWOVEN
TOUCH-UP • WOOD MAINTENANCE • FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

586-839-1136

THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

All residential wiring

Including
Harsens Island

To find out more, call
(810) 794-2300 or visit
ThumbPrintNews.com!

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

®

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

MAILED TO YOUR HOME!
Fill it out this form and return it to the address below,
or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
Cash
Check

START MY SUBSCRIPTION
MONTH
YEAR

12 MONTHS FOR $30
6 MONTHS FOR $16.50
OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE
___ ISSUES FOR $___

WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT, MICHIGAN OWNED AND OPERATED NEWSPAPER.

You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

WITH
THIS AD

No job too small!

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!

Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees.com • abcbees@comcast.net • Licensed & Insured

Have your chimney
cleaned between
burning seasons

to reduce your risk of flames later!
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Anchor

at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!

15 & UP

$

Glass and
Screen II, LLC
General

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained Minister, at
(586) 843-5227 or Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.

Commercial & Residential

CARTER
MECHANICAL
HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS
• Service & Install
• Financing
• Licensed & Insured

Painting

MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?

freepik.com

Ed Bickley

• Doors
• Windows
• Screen Repair
• Shower Doors
• Insulated Glass
• Custom Mirrors
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Water Treatment for
Simply Awesome Water
FREE IN-HOME TESTING!

1•844•CARTERS

BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS. No job too small. Rapid response

and free estimates. Serving the Thumb area for 30+
years. (800) 400-8941 or (810) 543-3899.
SEAWALL SPLASH GUARDS, 12" or 18"
professionally installed, fast service, free estimates.
Call (810) 824-2888.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of your
home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your child to
one more appointment. Let me bring this training to
you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all keyboards,
beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St.
Clair & Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC! The
Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental for all
occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at (248) 207-6153.

NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of

experience. High quality work and competitive rates.
All work guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO

sleeps six, low summer rates starting at $1,224
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed
heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com.

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED. Experienced
& own tools. Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed within
10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700. To learn
more visit www.aarocompanies.com.

Wanted to Buy
BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking machinery.
CNC or manual. One machine or
entire plant. Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders, etc.
Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor,
Dobro, Danelectro, Mosrite,
Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586)
491-5405.

Shelly Konarski

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

Independent Distributor

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or ALIVE
– cash waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call (586) 855-9420.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals, Flags,
Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will travel.
Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. All 7 days.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS, AIR
METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.

Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

CLEANING SPECIALS GOING ON NOW! CALL TODAY!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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JULY

calendar of activities & events

If you have an event in August that you would like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by July 12, 2020. There is no charge for the
listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary
to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were
submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

LAPEER

No events were submitted for
Lapeer County this month.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County
All of July
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive. Helping

those in need in our community. Make
a difference today by donating. For
larger donations, we have a pickup
service. Call (810) 392-5136 for
pickup or drop off places in Memphis,
Richmond and Chesterfield.

Sterling Heights – All of July
Advance Ticket Purchase for
Lincoln High School 50th Class
Reunion, Century Banquet Center,

33204 Maple Lane, 6:30 p.m. – 11:30
p.m. on Saturday, October 3. Tickets
are advance purchase only. For
additional details contact Kathy Orkisz
at kathyorkisz@comcast.net.

Shelby Twp. – July 11 & 12
The Utica Antiques Market Huge
Outdoor Antique Show, Knights
of Columbus grounds, 11541 21
Mile Rd. Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00

p.m. and Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. $5 admission and free parking.
Thousands of items under canopy
and outside. For more infomation
call (586) 254-3495.

OAKLAND

No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

ST. CLAIR

Algonac/Clay – July
2 , 9, 16, 23 & 30
Algonac/Clay Music in the Parks,

Algonac Riverfront Park or Clay
Township Park (depending on date),
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Free admission
and parking. Bring your lawn chairs
to enjoy an evening of entertainment.
We will be practicing social distancing
and any safe practices required during
this year’s event! Visit http://www.
claytownship.org/newslist.php for
location of each concert and scheduled
performer(s). Rain location for the
Algonac concerts: Algonac Fire Hall.
Rain Location for the Clay Township
concerts: AHS Lecture Hall. Decision
is made prior to each performance!
For more information contact
Cindy Babisz at (810) 794-9320 or
cbabisz@claytownship.org.

Soaring Dreams Incorporated is a donation-based, non-profit resale shop providing
job training for adults with special needs. It was founded in 2018, by two moms (Laura
McDonald and Julie McCoy) who wanted their special needs, adult children to be able to
have jobs. Since the ladies changed course and decided to retire in September 2019, they
passed the non-profit onto Vicki Helhowski, who continues to carry out their vision.
“Soaring Dreams provides a safe and adaptive environment where these individuals are
allowed to believe, achieve and succeed,” reports Vicki, who has a 26-year-old autistic
daughter of her own. Vicki also states, “The community is so supportive! We all refer to
these guys as ‘kids’, although their ages range from 18-29. They help me run the store
learning skills such as greeting and interacting with the customers, running the register,
keeping track of inventory, stocking and cleaning. I’m also teaching them skills like
refinishing furniture, creating and producing custom shirts, hats, mugs, paintings and
seasonal décor.”
“These kids are talented and capable of so much,” says Vicki. “They just need employers
that are willing to accommodate their needs. For example, Jeff does not like to use the palm
sander because it’s too loud for him, yet he is meticulous when it comes to painting, so we
all just figure it out as we go. It’s truly one of the most rewarding things I’ve done. The kids
take such pride in everything they do!”
The sales from the store are used to cover the expenses, with any shortages being handled
by Vicki and her husband. Vicki notes, “My goal is to become profitable enough that we
can provide a paycheck for everyone! The COVID-19 shut-down really set us back – just
as it has for so many local small businesses.” Vicki is trying to help the community by
advertising local shops and restaurants at Soaring Dreams. “Bring in your menus, business
cards or flyers and I’ll display them in the store – I know we’ll get through this together!”
Editor’s note: Soaring Dreams is located at 2000 River Road in East China, Michigan, and offers
a wide range of items: clothing, (adult’s and children’s) shoes, accessories, furniture, housewares,
small appliances, sports equipment, toys, books and antiques.

SANILAC

No events were submitted for
Sanilac County this month.
Christian holding one of our shirts

MADGE & WALDO

with Mrs. Wedbetter

Recently retired couple (early
60's). Mrs. Wedbetter, single lady
about 15 years older than Madge
and Waldo. She is constantly
competing with Waldo and almost
always gets the best of him.
By Larry Rann,
Cartoonist from
St. Clair, Michigan

Courtney modeling and
displaying masks we made

Jess using the sander

Donations are
accepted during
business hours:
T/W/TH 11-6,
FRI 11-5 and
SAT 11-4.

2000 River Rd.
East China, MI
Jeff doing some hand sanding
(586) 764-3802
Soaring Dreams, Inc. Encourages Adults with Special Needs
to Believe, Achieve and Succeed
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Submitted by the Port Huron, Michigan,
Ottawa Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution
HONESTY
INTEGRITY
RESPONSIBILITY
RESPECTFULNESS
COMPASSION

KINDNESS
TOLERANCE
COURTESY
SELF-DISCIPLINE

MORAL COURAGE

LOVE OF JUSTICE
PATRIOTIC

Tell the truth, even when it’s difficult.
Be morally upright, doing what’s right, even
when know one is looking.
Be accountable for yourself and your
actions.
Treat others how you want to be treated.
Show fellowship with your compatriots who
are down on their luck by volunteering
and/or making donations to charities.
Be friendly.
Be tolerant of human differences and of
other races and religions.
Be considerate of others.
Have self-control and cultivate the ability
to follow through on what you say you’re
going to do.
Stand up for what you consider to be
wrong and defend those who cannot
defend themselves.
Be fair and ask that others be so as well.
Be proud of your country, but understand
that others are also rightfully proud of theirs.

The following high school seniors were honored
with Good Citizen Awards from the Ottawa Chapter
Daughters of the American Revolution. The awards
recognize the students’ demonstration of dependability,
service, leadership and patriotism displayed in their
school, community and workplace.
Shelby M. Woods – Algonac High School
Jacob J. Callebs – Anchor Bay High School
Anthony M. DeMonaco – Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
Quinn Amanda Bobbio – Carsonville-Port Sanilac High School
Emma Marie Beaver – Deckerville High School
Sarah N. Weaver – Landmark Academy
Brooklyn Marie Collins – Marine City High School
Madeline E. Sanderson – Port Huron Northern High School
Alexis Radjewski – Richmond High School
Brady D. Gleason – Saint Clair High School
Abigail G. Bolsby – Sandusky High School
Brandon Mack – Yale High School

Each winner will receive a pin, certificate and wallet recognition card.

“Then join hand in hand, brave Americans all!
By uniting we stand, by dividing we fall.”– John Dickinson

EXTEND
THE
LIFE
OF
YOUR
GARAGE
DOOR!
call ABC Residential repairs, maintenance, installation Upgrades
FOR

hinges

sensors

AND

rollers

motors

springs

cables

sections

adjustment

WE WORK ON SECTIONALS, TILTUPS AND ROLLUPS

FREE ONSITE ESTIMATE*
OUR CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN HAS
OVER 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

FOR ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS, LUBRICATION AND OILING,
ASK ABOUT OUR PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PACKAGE

ABC

*REQUIRES GARAGE ENTRY

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

ThumbPrint News is looking to fill an

Advertising Sales Position!
We are seeking motivated, competitive and
hard-working individuals who are
career-oriented and driven by success!
Sales experience necessary.
Office is based in southeastern St. Clair County.
Independently owned and operated

Thumb
Print
News

An imprint of places and people at work
and play in the Thumb of Michigan

Please email your resume to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
or apply online at
thumbprintnews.com
A Good News Newspaper
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WITH PURCHA
FURNITURE/MATTRESS
CT
SELE

FINANCING
UP TO 36 MONTHS

$298

SOFA

Compare at $796
web price

CHAISE SOFA

Compare at $1299
web price

Compare at $999
web price

RECLINING SOFA

Compare at $1499
web price

LEATHER SOFA

$598

SOFA

Compare at $998
web price

SECTIONAL

Compare at $1699
web price

Compare at $2699
web price

RECLINING SOFA

Compare at $1099
web price

RECLINING SOFA

Compare at $2199
web price

$998

$1498
SOFA

$1998
Compare at $3999
web price

$698

RECLINING SOFA

$998

$1398
SOFA

$1798
Compare at $3699
web price

WITH PURCHASE OF
SELECT FURNITURE/MATTRESS

$898

$1098
Compare at $2199
web price

PILLOWS UP TO 73%
SAVINGS

$498

SOFA

$698

SECTIONAL

FREE

TV
FLATSCREEN
SE OF

PLUS 4 BIG BENS OFFERS!
FREE

FREE
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Compare at $2599
web price

$1698
RECLINING SOFA

$2098
SOFA

Compare at $4399
web price

Compare at $1799
web price

$2698
SECTIONAL

Compare at $4499
web price

