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By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

Many automobile designers are not readily remembered even
by those enthralled by the auto industry, but one Michigan man
will forever be admired for his monumental influence when
muscle cars ruled the roads.
Virgil William Anderson was born on September 24, 1909, at
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Little is known about
the early years of his life or his biological parents, as he was put
up for adoption at a young age. On March 31, 1911, Virgil was
adopted by Iva S. and George Exner, giving Virgil the namesake
that would echo through design studios for years to come, Virgil
Max Exner. As a young boy he expressed great interest in both

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
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athletics and art, but because his mother believed art was the
safer avenue, she encouraged him to pursue the latter. Virgil
attended Buchanan High School in Buchanan, Michigan,
starting in 1921, where he spent a great deal of time sketching
bodies of cars in his spare time – during school he used his
artistic talent as the school’s yearbook artist and cartoonist.
When Virgil was finally able to drive himself, his friends
explained him as a speed demon, remembering that it was
common for him to pull over and scratch another mark into his
steering wheel whenever he sped past a car more powerful than
his own. Coming into his formative years, he started to go by
“Ex” instead of Virgil because he believed his first name was
too feminine.
After graduating from high school, Virgil went on to attend
Notre Dame University to study art in September of 1926. After
being enrolled for just two years, he left the school without
earning a degree – it is said that he was persuaded to leave by
Professor Ernest Thompson, who expressed his concern that
Notre Dame couldn’t teach him anything more that he didn’t
already know. Following this advice, Virgil began searching
See BIRMINGHAM Page 13
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In the fast paced, technology-driven world we
live in, commuters often opt to fuel up with the
least amount of human interaction possible. During
the first half of the 1900s, gas stations resembled
more of a NASCAR pit stop than a place to grab a coffee and fuel
like they do today.
When the automobile was introduced to the United States near
the end of the 19th century, the issue of obtaining fuel to ensure the
engine kept running became an issue, especially while traveling
the miles of desolate roads. The business of selling gas is an
industry that flooded the country overnight, starting with a few
stations popping up around 1909 – these were often referred to as
filling stations, and they were nothing like gas stations today. At

the time when only a handful of vehicles existed in Michigan,
gas was stored in barrels that car owners would take home and
fill their car when needed. Aside from a convenience issue,
this was also considered to be a safety concern because people
were driving around with large amounts of fuel inside their
car. The first attempt to alleviate this issue was to have various
local businesses, such as hardware stores and blacksmiths,
di spense t h e
gasoline at their
storefronts.
The need to
fill a gas tank
by pouring the
liquid out of a
bucket through
a funnel was
alleviated
in the early
See GAS STATION Page 6
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EDITOR

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS AND STORIES FOR
POSSIBLE PUBLICATION

In just a few weeks, Americans will celebrate Labor Day. This federal holiday in the United States is a public holiday
that occurs on the first Monday in September. To some, it signifies the end of summer and the start of another school year.
However, the original purpose of the holiday was to honor the American labor movement and the contributions that workers
have made to the strength, prosperity, laws and well-being of the country.
For our September issue, we would like to honor the American worker by sharing our reader’s pictures and stories
showcasing places where they currently work or worked in the past.
If you would like to send in a PHOTO, here are the rules:
• The photo should show you and/or your co-workers on the job. If you are including others in your photo, you
must obtain their permission to have the photo sent to us and possibly published in ThumbPrint News.
• The name and city of the worksite should be included, along with the first names and city of residence of each
person in the photo.
• Photos will only be accepted by email. Please send to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net in a high quality .jpg format.
• Pictures must be received no later than August 12 to be considered for inclusion in the September edition.
• Not all pictures received will be used in the September edition. Some may be used in future editions, as space permits.
If you would like to send in an amusing STORY that took place at your place of work, here are the rules:
• The story sent in should be no more than 150 words. We reserve the right to edit the story for spelling, grammar,
punctuation, clarity and length.
• Please include your first name and city of residence with your submission.
• Stories must be received no later than August 12 to be considered for inclusion in the September edition.
• Stories will only be accepted by email. Please send to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
• Not all stories received will be used in the September edition. Some may be used in future editions, as space permits.
So, readers, let’s get those photos and stories submitted as soon as possible and help us honor the American workers from
the Thumb area on this upcoming Labor Day.
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Know the symptoms of heart valve disease.
It’s a common disorder that often goes unrecognized.
Why? Because the symptoms are often dismissed as
stress, or being run-down, or overactive.

Cardiac physicians and surgeons at McLaren Port Huron
can diagnose and repair or replace heart valves. Don’t
ignore the symptoms – call your physician or cardiologist.

But if you are feeling dizzy or out-of-breath; if you have
chest pain, palpitations or swelling in your abdomen, legs
or feet; or if you feel unusually fatigued; check with your
doctor. These could be signs of a heart valve disorder.

To learn more, go to
www.mclaren.org/phheart

Ed, Port Huron
HEART PATIENT

1221 Pine Grove Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 | (810) 987-5000 | mclaren.org/porthuron
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

Regarding word suggestions, I submit curmudgeon. Accepting a lunch invitation awhile after
my husband passed, I felt uncomfortable and out of place. My “date” complained about his
children and life in general. I chuckled and jokingly told him, “Oh, don’t be a curmudgeon."
That was our first and last get together. When I told my sister and brother-in-law of my
discomfort, neither had ever heard of the word curmudgeon. We joked and laughed about
the word and incident for a while.
I enjoy ThumbPrint News and was happy to find it at Tubby’s Restaurant in Warren.
Thank you and have a great day.
Linda Zinniger
Visit www .T humb P rint N ews . com / drop - location - list
for a full list of where to pick up your next copy of ThumbPrint News!
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On this day in
1872, the first
long-distance gas
pipeline in the U.S. is
completed. Designed
for natural gas, the
two-inch pipe runs five
miles from Newton
Wells to Titusville,
Pennsylvania.

2

On this day in
1876, Wild
Bill
Hickok
is shot
while
playing
poker.

9

On this day
in 1859,
the escalator
is patented.

at

www.pcmiservices.com
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On this day
in 1790, the
Revenue
Cutter Service, the
parent service of the
U.S. Navy and Coast
Guard, is organized,
upon the guidance
of Alexander
Hamilton.
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On this day
in 1988,
Al-Qaeda
is formed at a
meeting in
Peshawar, Pakistan.
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On this day
in 1492,
Christopher
Columbus leaves
Spain on his voyage
to the New World.

On this day in
1892, Harriet
Tubman
receives a pension
from Congress for
her work as a nurse,
spy and scout during
the Civil War.

On this day
in 1965,
President
Lyndon B. Johnson
signs the Voting
Rights Act, outlawing
the literacy test for
voting eligibility in
the South.
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On this day in
2010, the
first-ever
Summer Youth
Olympic Games
open. Athletes must
be 14–18 years old.
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On this day
in 1998, the
Supreme
Court of Canada
rules Quebec cannot
legally secede from
Canada without
the federal
government’s
approval.
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22

23

24

25

26

27

this day in
On this day in
28 On
1968, a clash 29 1964, Mickey 30

On this day
in 1889,
the first
coin-operated
telephone is
patented by
William Gray.

On this day
in 1912,
Edgar Rice
Burrough’s Tarzan
of the Apes first
appears in a
magazine.

On this day
in 1936, the
United States
declares nonintervention in the
Spanish Civil War.

On this day in
1911, the
Mona Lisa,
the famous painting
by Leonardo da
Vinci, is stolen from
the Louvre in Paris.
It is recovered in
1913.

between
police and anti-war
demonstrators
during the
Democratic Party’s
National Convention
in Chicago takes
place.

On this day
in 1899,
the first
household
refrigerating
machine is
patented.

On this day
in 1945,
gasoline and
fuel oil rationing
ends in the United
States.

On this day
in 1969,
Hurricane
Camille hits the U.S.
Gulf Coast, killing
256 and causing
$1.421 billion in
damages.

Mantle ties
Babe Ruth’s career
strikeout
record
(1,330).

On this day
in 1988, IBM
introduces
artificial
intelligence
software.

On this day
in 1711,
a British
attempt to invade
Canada by sea fails.

On this day in
1892, the
Moravia, a
passenger ship
arriving from
Germany, brings
cholera to the United
States.

On this day in
1960, NASA
launches
Discoverer 13, a
satellite; it would
become the first
object ever
recovered
from orbit.

On this day
in 1999,
a 7.4magnitude
earthquake near
Izmit, Turkey, kills
over 17,000 and
injures nearly
45,000.

On this day
in 1891,
Thomas
Edison files a patent
for the motion
picture camera.

31

On this day in
1919, the
Communist
Labor Party is
founded in Chicago,
with the motto,
“Workers of the
world unite!”

On this day in
1939, the film
The Wizard
of Oz opens in
New York City.

On this day
in 1875,
“Captain”
Matthew Webb
becomes the first
man to swim across
the English Channel.

On this day
in 1961, the
erection of
the Berlin Wall
begins, preventing
access between
East and West
Germany.

On this day
in 1934,
38 million
Germans vote to
make Adolf Hitler the
official successor to
President von
Hindenburg.

On this day in
1970, a
nationwide
Women’s Strike for
Equality, on the 50th
anniversary of the
passage of the 19th
Amendment, calls
attention to unequal pay
and other gender
inequalities in America.
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1900s, when a
pump used to
dispense oil for lamps was converted
to pump gas. This ended the need
for each driver to transport large
amounts of gas to their residences,
but another problem arose due to the
placement of the gas pumps. In the
early days of transportation, there
were very few traffic laws, which
resulted in a great deal of accidents
One of the country's filling stations in Ohio
– since gas pumps were placed right
next to the road, it was quite common for them to get hit by a car that lost control, often
resulting in a large fire. With safety being one of the biggest concerns, it was decided
that gas pumps should no longer be placed near the road, but at a designated location
away from the road on platforms instead – the gas station was born.
The 1920s brought the construction of thousands of gas stations throughout the
United States in some of the most interesting architectural designs our country has
ever seen in an attempt to entice customers to stop. Despite the increased popularity
of gas stations, local businesses still sold the majority of gasoline through a portion
of the decade – over the next 20 years, gas stations multiplied at an amazing rate. In
1921, there were only 12,000 gas stations in business, but in just six years that number
exploded to 143,000 with no sign of slowing down. With the increasing amount of
fueling stations popping up everywhere, business owners needed to find a way to set
them apart from the competition. This led to a huge push in the value of customer
service, and completely altered the look and experience of the industry. When a
customer pulled in, a team of men in uniforms would rush to the vehicle to perform an
array of services. The workers would check and top off the fluids, clean the windows,
air up tires and many would even give the customer a souvenir for visiting. While this
may seem mind-blowing for those who have never visited a full-service gas station, it
was a standard that was included in the price of gas.
By the turn of the
century, the amount
of gas stations now
amounted to more than
231,000, but with the
outbreak of WWII,
the consistent growth
suddenly came to a
halt – during the time
America was involved
in the war effort, both
gas and rubber were
rationed, which put
a large burden on the
automotive
industry.
Teapot gas station in Zillah, Washington (contributed by Larry Myhre)
Once involvement in
the war ceased and everyday life in the United States returned to normal, rations were
lifted and interest in traveling once again became a focus for families. The oil industry
was turned upside down beginning in 1947, when the country’s first self-serve gas
station opened for business in Los Angeles – a transition that would slowly unfold over
the next few decades. This idea was met with an extreme amount of skepticism from
both the public and those involved in the sale of gasoline. The overall view of pumping
your own gas was that no one would ever want to do such a thing, which is a major
reason it took so long for the idea to catch on. Despite the negative outlook on changing
the industry’s standard, business at the new self-serve station seemed to silence the
skeptics. It is said that the average gas station in the area at the time sold approximately
30,000 gallons of gas per week – with help from the new innovation, the station sold
500,000 gallons of gas in the first week.
Many major oil companies were in the process of transitioning to self-service gas stations
by the 1960s, but expansion was based on individual state laws – in 1971, it was only
legal for customers to pump their own gas in 14 states, Michigan being one of the select
few. A major reason many states were reluctant to allow customers to pump their own
fuel was the fear of the flammable liquid causing an explosion. This idea was eventually
disproved by the fact that it was cheaper to insure a self-serve station than one that was
full-service. The entire gas industry came to a standstill again in 1973, when gas prices

GAS STATION,
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Prudential welcomes
Terry Bennett to St. Clair County.

Helping to protect your assets with insurance. Helping
them build with investments. Now, there’s a reliable
resource for your financial needs nearby.
Contact me today and find out how I can help you.
Terry Bennett
Financial Advisor
Great Lakes Agency
The Prudential Insurance Company of America
3051 Commerce Dr Suite 2
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Office Phone 810-432-8112 - Cell Phone 810-334-0862
Terry.Bennett@Prudential.com

FISH or CHICKEN DINNER
Fri. at 4:00pm in the Social Hall

Live Music Every Night

GAME TENT

Craft & Vendor Show

and Flea Market
Insurance issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates. Securities products and
services are issued by Pruco Securities, LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo, the Rock symbol and Bring Your Challenges are
service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc., and its related entities. Offering investment advisory services through Pruco
Securities, LLC (Pruco), doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client
agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco and an agent of
issuing insurance companies. 1-800-201-6690.
0228933-00004-00
D5033

went through
the roof and
a majority of
people began
eliminating
joy rides. Fuel
efficiency
became a main
concern, which
substantially
decreased the
country’s fuel
consumption.
Due to the
increased price
at the pump,
many customers
were looking
for any way possible to save Unique gas station in Oklahoma (contributed by Pete Zarria)
some money, which led many more people to opt for self-serve to spare a few cents
a gallon. Following the Oil Embargo of 1973, the push for stations to convert to selfserve was underway again, and by 1982, 72 percent of the country’s gas was being
pumped by the customer.
Unfortunately, few people would have the patience to wait in line for 15 minutes or
more for a crew to pump and inspect their vehicle, which is a major reason full-service
gas stations are nearly extinct in the United States today – the exception to this is New
Jersey and Oregon, both of which still hold laws making it illegal to have a self-service
gas station. (In Oregon, a recent bill does allow customers on a very limited basis and
during very limited hours to pump their own gas in certain circumstances at a fullservice gas station.) Although it’s probably safe to say we will never see full-service gas
stations populate the country as they once did, many people who were lucky enough to
visit one in their lifetimes certainly have fond memories of the bygone era.

CLASSIC CAR SHOW

ALL THREE DAYS
Themed Basket Raﬄe
Cheer Raﬄe
Kids’ Rides
Doll Booth
Lo�o Pull Tabs
Italian Sausage
Ice Cream & Co�on Candy
Hot Dogs / Pizza / Corn
Polish Kitchen & Pierogi
Face-pain�ng

Sunday, August 20th, 9:00pm

Sunday at Noon
Winner announced at 5:00pm
Visit bit.ly/StMalachySummerFest
for a full list of �mes and events!

Celebrate During Our

34th Anniversary

Sale and Give-a-Way!

ANNIVERSARY

August 7th - 13th
MICHIGAN MONDAY
Delicious Samples Available
in ALL Departments
ICE CREAM TUESDAY
from 12pm -2PM & 4PM - 6PM

DAILY
GIFT BASKET
GIVE-A-WAY

All Our Stores Are Joining the Fun
Alpena, Clarkston, St. Clair and Tawas

MEET US ON THURSDAY
Staff from ALL departments
will be highlighted!
CRAFT BEER DEMO FRIDAY
1pm - 5pm

YOUR HOMETOWN, FULL SERVICE DELI
1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-4535
facebook.com/NeimansFamilyMarket

neimansfamilymarket.com
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The

FRINGE Effect
By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Columnist

During a crosstown drive to see my parents, I started thinking about Detroit’s
revitalization. Even if you’ve never been there, its history since the 1960s is a
story everybody knows. During the last fifty years, the city has gone from riots
to rejuvenation, from a booming economy to a struggling one and from about 1.6
million residents to below 700,000.
While driving through Detroit, I wondered what the next chapter would be if
not for the people who visit Detroit regularly, yet infrequently. Every year for the
last 25 years, Robert, my husband, and I spend a few evenings with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, take in a few Tiger games, and get lost in the music at the
annual jazz festival. And this year, we hope to spend time bike riding on the
riverfront.
But we are just two people. The money we spend inside the city limits will
never ever show up on the City Treasurer’s spreadsheet. Thankfully, it’s not just
us. There are thousands of people living outside the city limits that spend time
in Detroit helping it thrive. And what a scene that must be for the folks who can
still smell the smoke that hovered on July 23, 1967.
By the time Detroit was in my rear view mirror, I was still thinking about the
“fringe effect”. It’s something you rarely notice; but when it’s absent, you get
that feeling that things are less than they could be.
I have an acquaintance whose beautiful heart is something to behold. I used
to see Beth at my business every week for almost ten years. But things moved
on and for the last few years, our time together is mainly on Facebook. During
those years, I watched Beth finish school, look for jobs, and, of course, look for
that elusive good man. I could relate to the former because, like Beth, I also had
a quiet dating history. But, despite that fact that our “dating odds” were low, we

to read online anytime!

are both blessed to be married to really good guys.
Earlier this year, I posted a note on her Facebook page about how happy I
was about her pregnancy and their first home. Now, months later, out of the
blue, Beth called me to tell me about her baby and that’s when my heart sank.
It turns out that her daughter has an extremely rare genetic syndrome which is
causing several abnormalities. Her voice cracked when telling me this news and
that’s when I knew her heart was breaking. I think she may have had tears on
her cheeks when she said she is calling everybody she knows and asking them
to pray for her daughter...even if it had been years since she last spoke to that
person. I don’t blame her; a mama must do everything she can.
So, when the baby shower invitation came, I started wishing to win the lottery
so I could give them a whopping check to help make sure that little girl gets
everything she ever needs, including a new pink dress each time she grows into
the next size.
But I can’t. But I can be one of those guests, who despite seeing the new mama
once a year, can get some things off the registry to make a small contribution.
And so can anyone who knows Beth, even if the scope of their friendship is only
a warm hello at church. If that happened, the family would be fully fueled. And,
as the years go by, if those same background people occasionally checked in with
the new family, their energy level may never dip below normal limits.
And with that idea, I’m convinced that the “fringe effect” makes the difference.
If nobody from the suburbs ever visited Detroit, they might still be sweeping up
the ashes from that horrible July. If none of Beth’s acquaintances ever chipped
in, their to-do list would be longer and their worries deeper.
In the end, it might just feel like one afternoon at Comerica Park or a few
things for a newborn; but, it is so much more because the truth is, helping, even
if it’s from the nosebleed seats, adds up. Offering some of your fringe in the
form of energy, time and money to a struggling city or a new family makes both
of them stronger. And, when there is strength, there is no telling what will be in
the next chapter.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

TIGERS GAMES
$55/PERSON

call to book your seat at

810-982-7433
or reserve your seat online

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060
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www.982ride.com

PICK UP AND DROP OFF AT SUPER K-MART IN PORT HURON. OTHER PICK UP LOCATIONS AVALIABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS.

AUGUST 12TH

AUGUST 20TH

6PM GAME TIME

1PM GAME TIME

DEPARTS
PORT HURON
AT 4:30PM

DEPARTS
PORT HURON
AT 11:00AM

CASINO DAY TRIPS $25/PERSON
AUGUST 2ND, 16TH & 30TH

AUGUST 9TH & 23RD

AUGUST 13

SUMMER DAY TRIPS

TH

$39/ADULT $29/

SENIOR
CHILD

DEPARTS PORT HURON AT 9AM

EACH
DAY TRIP
DEPARTS
PORT HURON
AT 9AM

AUGUST
26TH

72/PERSON

$

DEPARTS PORT HURON AT

Get Yours To
day!

6:30AM
designed by freepik.com

794-5678 if you have yellow jackets!

Presented by

To mark the 50th anniversary
of this pivotal event in Michigan
history, the Lorenzo Cultural
Center is partnering with the
Detroit Historical Society’s
D67 Project to bring the Detroit
uprising of 1967 to the forefront.
A display featuring photographs
and quotes from the time the
civil unrest occurred will be
and presentations that explore
the lasting effects of this
turbulent time.

Exhibit Hours
Jul. 24 – Sept. 1:
Mon.– Fri. 10am – 4pm
Sept. 5 – Sept. 30:
Mon.– Sat. 10am – 4pm

JULY 23 – SEPTEMBER 30
THE ALBERT L. LORENZO

Cultural Center
AT MACOMB COMMUNITY COLLEGE

For more information about
this upcoming exhibit
and corresponding
presentations, please
call 586.445.7348 or visit
LorenzoCulturalCenter.com.
Stay connected…

#LorenzoCenter
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ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
15 to 50 Feet
PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ
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The phrase DOG DAYS refers to the sultry days of summer. In the Northern Hemisphere
the dog days of summer are usually in July and August. In this word search, some of the
many AKC recognized beeds of dogs appear either horizontally, vertically or diagonally.
The breeds that you need to find are listed alphabetically below the puzzle. Good luck!

August 2017

EPILEPSY in DOGS
By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Seizures are some of the most terrifying episodes a pet
owner can witness. Epileptic episodes are quite common in
dogs, but for unknown reasons, are much rarer in cats. Let
us explore this disorder a bit to gain a better understanding of
just what is going on during an epileptic episode.
EPILEPSY is defined as a neurologic disorder characterized by sudden, recurring
attacks of muscular, sensory, or psychic malfunction with or without loss of
consciousness or convulsions. A SEIZURE refers to the involuntary contraction of
muscles. Seizures can result from abnormal electrical activity in the brain brought on
by tumors, blood clots, scar tissue and chemical imbalances, such as low blood sugar or
nerve-stimulating drugs. Seizures can be idiopathic (occurring without an identifiable
reason). Seizures can also be further broken down into different levels of severity (grand
mal vs. petite mal). STATUS EPILEPTICUS refers to a very dangerous, sometimes
fatal situation where rapid successions of grand mal seizures occur without periods of
rest or muscle relaxation between them. Status epilepticus requires immediate medical
intervention. You should seek medical care as quickly as possible.
True epileptic episodes where the triggering mechanism is not due to poison, low
blood sugar or other chemical stimulants have their origins within the brain tissue.
Researchers believe that there is an actual spot or area in the brain (locus) of abnormal
or damaged brain nerve tissue. This tiny area may be of no consequence 99.9 percent
of the time. However, for various reasons, this tiny locus of abnormal nerve tissue
decides to start firing off signals. Those renegade nerve firings trigger other neighboring
nerve cells to respond. This starts a cascade of nerve firings that spreads out from those
renegade cells and soon the electrical harmony of the brain and nervous system is
upset. A seizure is the result.
Some patients tend to seizure during periods of excitability; others will seizure while
sleeping. Do not confuse seizures with dreaming, where it is common for the patient
to bark or shake while sleeping. A dreaming patient can be woken up, but a seizuring
patient cannot. If you happen to witness a seizure, there is not much you can do at home
to get it under control. Try to remove any objects from the immediate area that the dog
may bump in to and injure itself. Do not try to open the dog’s mouth to pull the tongue
out. Although it can happen, it is extremely rare for the dog to “swallow the tongue”
and obstruct the airway.
What can be done to prevent epileptic episodes? That depends upon a number of
variables. If the dog has had only one or two seizures, or it is months between seizures,
the physical exam and lab tests are all normal, most likely no treatment is required.
However if the dog begins to show some sort of pattern to the seizures, for instance
if the seizures are happening more than once a month, treatment would be warranted.
Fortunately, most cases of epilepsy can be controlled, but most cannot be cured since
the underlying cause cannot be defined or repaired.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located
at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other
pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
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Call our Pest Control Division
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DON’T WAIT FOR WASHINGTON!
REPLACE YOUR OBAMACARE PLAN NOW!
•
•
•
•
•

OBAMACARE ALTERNATIVE:

Replace Your OCARE Plan Anytime
40% - 60% Cheaper
Avoid The OCARE Penalty
Low or No Deductible
Dental Coverage

33970 23 Mile Road • Chesterfield • 586.623.5629 • www.InsWH.com
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www.huronmodularhomes.com

MODELS
ON DISPLAY

Call Roger for Details!

AT 4269 DOVE RD.
PORT HURON, MI
1/2 MILE EAST OF
RANGE RD. AND I-94

Eliminates high
heating bills.
Up to

400

$

ROGER HAMILL, PRESIDENT

810-385-5400

roger@huronmodularhomes.com

*

Instant Rebate

The Classic Edge is the perfect combination
of performance and value

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Easy to operate and easy to maintain
clean-burning
Stainless models available, ask about
our Titanium Series

CottageLiving

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

By Pamela Grey-Pugliese

St. Clair, MI

ThumbPrint News Columnist

(586) 709-7165
Outdoor Wood Furnace
outdoor furnace models, available at participating dealers
only. Savings shown is on an Classic Edge 750 Titanium Series.
See dealer for details.

CentralBoiler.com
16-3003

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

This summer is going great...how can
a summer be bad? Enjoying the beautiful
Michigan weather is top priority for me, but,
as always, when owning a summer home,
there is always a bit of work to be done,
painting outdoor furniture, a bit of yard
work and sprucing up the place for the midsummer.
I seem to have a lot of plans during the
week as to what I will accomplish when I
am up for the weekend, most of which I do
complete; but if not, it’s quite alright as I just
make a list as I am sunning myself in the
lawn chair outside!
This year has been a bit different activitywise as my family and friends have had
some more fishing time and a bit more time
on our little motorless boat in Lake Huron –
something I promised myself I would do this
summer back in the winter months.
I used to make a “to-do” list to open and
close up the cottage before and after the
weekend; now it is memorized like second
nature and completed in just a few minutes!
I do keep a list on the fridge, typed step by

step, as to how to get the water flowing and
clicking on the hot water tank, and how
to get the outside ready for guests – just
in case my kids visit and I am not there to
assist.
Upon arrival at my happy place, the
hummingbird feeder must be refilled, as it
is usually emptied by the time I arrive on
Friday. Old Glory is always posted on the
flag pole attached to the house and the
zero gravity lawn chairs are placed around
the fire pit where they stay until it’s time to
leave when the weekend is over. If I do plan
on any chores or projects, I try to complete
them the next day early in the morning, so
my chill time is all day on Saturday!
Maybe it’s all in my head, but I seem to
get the best relaxing sleep at the cottage.
The nature sounds and quietness seem to
make the bed so much more comfortable,
unless it is just that I am away from the
hectic pace of my city home. Either way,
I anticipate the next time I turn the key in
the door when I arrive at the cabin. Enjoy
the summer weather ThumbPrint News
friends! Stay safe and cherish this beautiful
Michigan weather, as I know I sure am!
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for a job in the advertising art industry. He went to South Bend,
Indiana, which was just 12 miles from his house, and applied at
an advertising studio. It didn’t take long for Virgil to demonstrate his talents, which
allowed him to work on the backgrounds of advertisements for Studebaker. Once Ex
was able to prove himself, he quickly moved up the ranks, eventually illustrating the
entire Studebaker account for their trucks and cars. While he was working on big name
customers at work, he continued to design his own automobiles in his free time, which
were often inspired by race cars of the time.
By 1933, Ex gained a few more accounts, such as Conn Instruments and McCray
Refrigerators, which resulted in others in the industry to start noticing his work – the
problem was up until this time, there was no such thing as an official automotive
designer. Virgil’s expertise was becoming so well-known that when a newspaper wanted
to do a story of the future of vehicles, they called him for his opinion and to provide
artwork for the story. Ed Meinsinger, who was a higher up at Advertising Artists who
often took notice of Ex’s personal designs, advised him to put together a portfolio of
his work because Harley Earl, who was the head of the Art and Color Department at
General Motors, was looking for new talent. Later that year, Virgil traveled to Detroit
to meet with Earl, who offered him the job that he accepted on the spot – he moved his
family to Detroit in order to be closer to work. His first few years at GM he worked on
the 1936 Buick and Pontiac models – Virgil was the man responsible for the distinct
silver trim. Interestingly, Ex wasn’t a fan of putting these types of embellishments on
his cars, however they remained on Pontiacs for the next 20 years.
Virgil moved into a higher position of power after winning a design contest, which
awarded him the head of the Pontiac studio at only 26 years old, making him the
youngest person to ever hold that particular position. One of the more well-known
projects he was responsible for at this time was the front end of the 1939 Buicks – more
specifically, Virgil patented the design of the car’s headlights, bumper and grill, which
was used into the 1950s. Around 1938, Ex was headhunted by Raymond Loewy, who
was a famous designer at Studebaker looking to build an in-house design team. He
accepted the job and moved his family to New York. Loewy had them work out of his
office in New York, but Virgil still had to travel back and forth between the two facilities
every three weeks. He started working on drawing up plans for the Pennsylvania
Railroad, but due to his previous involvement with Studebaker, he was soon assigned
to their account, as well as the International Truck contract. Virgil eventually moved
his family back to South Bend, Indiana, in 1941, where he began to build a design team
exclusively for Studebaker.
The outbreak of WWII caused production of civilian vehicles to cease and shifted
the focus to military supplies in February of 1942. Studebaker began constructing the
US6 cargo truck, as well as engines used on the B-17 – he was also commissioned at
this time for other designs, which consisted of the Duck cargo truck built by GMC
and an amphibious vehicle, each of which were used extensively overseas. Tragedy
struck the Exner family the same year when Virgil's son Brian fell out of a window and
received a serious head injury. In September, the young boy passed away – not from the
head injury, but from an overdose of penicillin and a sulphur-based medicine. To add
to the turmoil in Virgil’s life at the time, he and Loewy began having disagreements,
resulting in Loewy hiring a new chief engineer. Over the next five years, Ex and his
team continued to spruce up new model years with ornamental and design changes.
Around this time is when Virgil began to dream up the 1947 two-door Champion
Starlight Coupe that soon became an industry icon, although he didn’t receive credit
for the design until later – his name is now the only one on the patent for the design.
A corporate benefactor with the company who was fond of Virgil was set to retire and
was worried about the security of Virigil’s job with the company, so he began making
some calls. Ford was originally interested, but after that deal fell through, he contacted
Chrysler. After meeting in the summer of 1949, Virgil was offered the position of Chief
of the Advanced Styling Studio, a position that was created exclusively for him. After
accepting the new job, Exner moved
his wife and son, Virgil Jr., to 1036
Westwood Drive in Birmingham,
Michigan. They purchased a plot
of land, built a five bedroom home
and enrolled their son in Cranbrook
School in Bloomfield Hills. Once
Ex began his position at Chrysler,
the company gave him the goExner posing with his iconic tail fin cars
ahead to assemble a team of five designers. In an
See BIRMINGHAM Page 28
attempt to sway financial supporters to favor Chrysler,
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ThumbPrint News would like to know a little more about you!

Survey entries from January 2016 to November 30, 2017, will be used in drawing.

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI 48001

By visiting our website and taking a brief survey, you can help us cater to YOU, the readers, better!

Your feedback is greatly appreciated!
To complete the survey, visit

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/Reader-Survey
and you’ll be entered to win 2 FREE tickets to the

14th Annual

History of the
Christmas Tree Walk
Each night from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Shuttle runs every 10-15 min. and the last shuttle leaves for the home at 8:00 p.m. Self-Guided Walking Tour Takes Approximately One Hour.

Discounted Tickets Available

July 1 - November 30!

$

12 per adult and $6 for children
(ages 2-15) children under 2 are free

Starting December 1st, tickets will be $15 per adult & $8 for children.

For more information & to order tickets call ThumbPrint News at (810) 794-2300
Tickets are also available for purchase at Foxfire Fixin’s Restaurant,
located at 7200 River Road in Marine City, MI - (810) 765-9255

For a sneak peak, visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com
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THYME:

A Useful
Culinary, Medicinal and
Decorative Perennial Herb

By Louise Allen,

ThumbPrint News staff writer

If you are an avid gardener and want to try your hand at
growing herbs for use in your kitchen, thyme is a must-have
one to consider.
Thyme has been in use for thousands of years and was,
in fact, one of the Roman emperors’ favorite herbs. They
believed that thyme, when added to bathwater, would give
them protection against poisons (a common way that enemies
eliminated their competition). To purify their homes and
temples, bunches of thyme were burned.
Those who inhaled the smoke from
Thyme planted between
the
burning herb were thought to gain
stepping stones
courage as well. Thyme was even used
in embalming bodies, as it was believed to aid in the dead’s
passage into the next life.
In Victorian England, patches
of wild thyme were considered
irrefutable evidence that fairies
had danced the night away at the Creeping Thyme
exact location where the herb was found.
The three main species of thyme include mother of
thyme (Thymus praecox ssp. arcticus), which creeps
along the ground or stone pathways; golden lemon
thyme (T. ×citriodorus), which has a strong lemon
Elfin thyme
fragrance; and common thyme (T. vulgaris), which
is the primary type used for culinary and medicinal
purposes. Culinary thyme varieties with the best flavor
are narrow-leaf French, broadleaf English, lemon thyme
and mother-of-thyme. In addition, there is a plethora
of thyme varieties that are used mostly for decorative
purposes.
Thyme is a perennial plant with tiny leaves and
flowers that range from magenta to white. Although
the plant is perennial, some varieties tend to die out
after a couple of years and may need to be replaced.
Lemon Thyme
Some varieties are very low ground covers, while other
varieties can grow up to eight inches tall and can be quite leggy. Thyme thrives in full
sun and dry, gritty soil. You can grow thyme from seed, though starting with seedlings
in spring or fall will often give the best results. Adding a little lime to your soil and an
organic, slow-release fertilizer will give thyme plants the extra boost they may need.
Thyme plants can also be grown indoors in a sunny window. They're easy to grow,
but each plant is generally small, so you will likely want to grow a couple.
Thyme can be harvested all summer; however, never remove more than half of
the plant at one time. It is a delicious addition to meat, poultry or fish as the dish is
cooking. Thyme also improves any soup, bean, mushroom or vegetable dish to which
it is added. Thyme works well with many other herbs, particularly rosemary, parsley,
sage and oregano.
Thyme has also been shown to be an effective remedy for coughs and sore throats
because the flavonoids in thyme have been found to relax muscles in the trachea linked
to coughing and inflammation. Following is a recipe to make your own cough syrup.

Wooly Thyme

Honey Thyme Cough Syrup
• 1 cup water
• 2 tablespoons any variety of edible fresh
thyme leaves (or 2 teaspoons dried)
• 1⁄2 cup raw, unpasteurized honey
In a small saucepan, bring water to a
boil. Remove from heat, add thyme
and cover with a lid. Allow to sit for
15 to 20 minutes or longer. Strain.
Whisk in honey until combined.

Call ABC Portables
For Your Porta Potty Needs!
Graduations • Weddings
Festivals, Fairs & More!

Commercial & Residential
Available in ADA, Standard and Family Size Units!

Lapeer MSUE 2017
Master Gardener
Volunteer Class
Submitted by Jackie Delisi, MSU Extension

We are pleased to announce that MSU Extension in Lapeer County is offering a new course for
those interested in becoming a Master Gardener Volunteer. The Master Gardener Volunteer Class will
begin August 24, 2017, and run for 15 weeks, to December 7, 2017. Classes will be held on Thursday
evenings from 5:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Heritage Church – Imlay City Campus (543 N. Cedar St.
M-21 and M-53). You will receive your comprehensive Master Gardener training manual and class
schedule on the first day of class. Each week the lecture will cover a different area of horticulture.
Topics will include: Plant Science, Soil Science, Lawn Care, Annual and Perennial Flowers, Woody
Ornamentals, Tree Fruit and Small Fruit, Vegetables, Household Pests, Indoor Plants, Water Quality,
and Diagnosing Plant Problems. The MSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program is a
volunteer leadership training program, and community volunteering in horticulture-related activities
is required upon completion of the training.
Cost for the class is $300.00 (which includes the 1,000-page training manual, and any additional
class materials). To become a certified Master Gardener Volunteer, 40 hours of volunteer public
service is required (within 12 months of completing the class). Several opportunities are available
for volunteering (and will be detailed during class). Partial scholarship funds are available to eligible
participants.
Applications must be completed online. The Master Gardener Volunteer class application deadline
is August 16, 2017. Interested participants are encouraged to apply early, and pay by credit card.
Checks will be accepted, but your spot will not be reserved until the payment is received. Seating is
limited, so register now!
You may also come into the Lapeer County office to register and payment can also be accepted.
The Lapeer County MSU Extension office is located in the John T. Rich Building – 1800 Imlay City
Rd., Lapeer. Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (closed for lunch from 12:00
p.m. – 1:00 p.m.).
For questions on the registration process, contact Jackie Delisi (delisija@msu.edu) or (989) 751-0230.
Website: msue.anr.msu.edu/events/master_gardener_training_course_imlay_city_lapeer_county
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension
programs and materials are open to all, without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status,
family status or veteran status.
Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by calling the Extension Staff in
charge of the program two weeks prior to the program or activity to ensure sufficient time to make
arrangements. Requests received after this date will be met when possible.

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ticks!

FREE

Vegetables

810-841-1428

1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

“Sunshine mixed with a little hurricane.”
The above “forecast” pretty much sums up the world of dating. Calm yet
anxious, predictable yet mixed with the winds of uncertainty. When you think
about it, there have been more relationships in this world than all the people that
have ever existed (and that’s a whole lot). You’d think that by now, humanity
would have gotten much better at this whole dating process. But dating, just like
everything else, has a normal and organic growth progression of needs. And in
them, most relationship truths and telltale signs are awaiting to be unearthed …
if you know where to dig! The following are several of the building blocks that
appear in the first level of relationship needs. Keep in mind, these are reciprocal,
meaning they apply to both you AND your partner!
■ Initial Emotions reflect the need for you to evaluate how you first feel about
your new potential partner. As the relationship starts, you begin assessing
the new feelings and connection that develop as you spend more time with
your new companion. Their behavior, personal characteristics, attractiveness,
attitude, perspectives, the sound of their voice, and even the way they smell will
start triggering a plethora of different emotions and senses within you. These
preliminary impressions will be a major factor as you go about determining
potential compatibility. Enough positive emotions must be initially generated
to develop the required energy to keep the relationship going. This positive
inertia needs to be greater than the resistance of any concerns or hesitations
that may arise
■ Casual Intimacy signifies the need to determine more about your potential
partner through the beginning phases of intimate sharing. These encompass
aspects that are beyond light conversation, but those that are still conveniently
and easily exchanged. This can include the sharing of perceptions, recreational
activities, aesthetic preferences, opinions, and intellectual thoughts. Exploring
these facets with your potential partner will help determine if there is enough
spark, common ground, and attachment to further develop higher levels of
intimate connection in the relationship. Intimacy at this stage involves sharing
some of the closer, but still superficial elements that reflect your external
interests and preferences. It also includes some of the more comfortable inward
portions of yourself as well. However, these typically will not encompass
your inner sanctity reflections or the deeper dimensions that define you.
■ Initial Commitment demonstrates the need to create ample time and safe
space for exploring your new relationship’s potential, without the threat of
unfaithfulness. Even though a formal commitment has not been established,
you agree (often times unspoken) to loyalty and fidelity, therefore dating or
seeing others will not be considered. This provides a non-threatening and
more secure environment for relationship dynamics to progress within.

with this ad
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■ Opposite Differences exhibit the need for your partner to have characteristics
and traits that are completely different from your own. So often, what first
attracts you to a potential partner are their differences that are opposite your
own. After all, this is where the biggest potential for excitement – but also
friction will come from. Some differences may cause apprehension, some will
fall into the no big deal category, and still others you will be drawn toward. It
is those that you gravitate toward that will consume most of your focus. These
differences attract at a conscious and unconscious level, mainly because they
reflect perspectives, qualities, or activities that you are lacking, and they may
also represent the chance to resolve past experiences and issues. Overall, these
contrasts are intriguing because they make you wonder how these differences
would affect you if the relationship were to continue. Those that entice will
push you to keep exploring the relationship further.
■ Attraction triggers the need to satisfy established criteria for what “draws”
you to a potential partner. It is the combination of characteristics that you find
inviting, attractive, charming, and gravitate toward; a heightened magnetic
mixture at the physiological, conscious, and unconscious levels. Some of
these characteristics may be pre-defined and on your “list”, while others may
arise without knowing they were enticing to you. Adequate attraction is a vital
necessity, otherwise, there would be little to distinguish a potential partner
from the rest of the flock. The attributes and dimensions that attract and draw
you to your partner can include their physical body, smile, hair, eyes, voice,
facial features, movements and flow, personality, charm, attitude, interests,
beliefs, values, warmth, kindness, along with a myriad of other traits. Evaluate
the features and characteristics you are attracted to, and make certain there is
adequate depth and variance. In other words, it’s not mainly physical. If the
attraction factors are too heavily invested in only the physical elements, and
not balanced with other dimensions, then the attraction will much easier wane
over time.
■ Common Interests satisfy the need for stability (and some degree of
predictability) in your relationship. Just as there is attraction in differences,
there is also gravitation to sameness. The two balance each other. When
evaluating potential partners, shared interests are a binding property for
they allow the establishment of “common ground”. This is vital because
it automatically adds an infusion of security. Common ground is crucial
because it erects a safe harbor while relationship differences are explored
and evaluated. And if the relationship continues to develop, commonality
will infuse a stabilizing fulcrum for balance – a comfortable place to retreat,
especially when your differences lose their symmetry.
Whether you are young or old, or if dating is a new or an aged routine … don’t
take shortcuts and try to cheat your way up the ladder (remember the Law of the
Harvest). Pay close attention to these building blocks and any associated red
flags. After all, it is they that will determine just what type of foundation your
relationship will be built upon!
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any questions
or comments, please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will look at the remaining needs that comprise dating
successs.
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS

As the thermometer heats up, so does the real estate market. In metro Detroit, we
saw a 3.4% increase in the number of home/condominium sales last month. The median
sales price increased 6.7% due in part to the lack of inventory. Although the number
of available homes for sale is down significantly over last year at this time, it has risen
slightly over the past couple of months.
Limited inventory has been creating limited buyer choices and in return has
heightened the competition as new listings hit the market. Potential home buyers are
waiting until they can afford to buy something before they sell. New construction has
been inching up in the last few years statewide, especially in metro Detroit. This is due
to the inventory crunch for existing homes in the market.
Mortgages rates for the 30-year fixed-rate are hovering near four percent as we
approach the third quarter. A year ago, the 30-year fixed mortgage rate averaged 3.60
percent. The most recent increase in the fed funds rate was totally expected and is
aligned with our economic growth and inflation indicators.
According to Freddie Mac, the U.S. housing market is now on track to eclipse last
year as the best in over a decade. All signs point to a strong summer season.

BEAT THE HEAT!

Ways to Keep Your Home and Family Cool

Install Smart Home Technology – There are a number of smart home products
to keep your home cool. Consider a Nest thermostat for clever climate control.
After just one week of use, a Nest Thermostat will know your climate preferences
and adjust the temperatures of your home accordingly and automatically! The eco-

to read online anytime!

friendly thermostat provides you statistics on how much energy you’re saving as well
as options to go greener and set even tighter power controls. Not a fan of central air?
The Hunter brand offers SIMPLEconnect ceiling fans. These fans are controlled using
your smart phone. Hunter fans come with an integrated LED light. Keep your family
cool and your energy bill low!
Remember Your Pets' Safety – You may enjoy the hot weather, but your pets may
not. Dogs are especially susceptible to heat stress. Experts recommend the following
steps to avoid a heat stroke:
• Take your pet for walks during the early morning or evening when the
heat index is lower.
• Provide fresh water at all times and use a portable water supply on walks.
• Give less food in hot weather, and feed them early in the morning or evening.
Add Leafy Greens To Your Home – Looking for a natural and eco-friendly way to
keep your home cool? These five plants will add to your décor and flush out toxins to
keep the air in your home cool.
• Areca Palm • Snake Plant • Ficus Tree • Golden Pothos • Boston Fern
Open Windows At Night – The temperature cools at night, meaning your air
conditioner might not need to be working. Try opening the windows at night and turn
the air off. Close the windows and curtains in the morning to keep in the cool air for
as long as possible.
Add Water Elements – Another creative approach to keeping a cool home involves
adding water elements. A small fountain in a hallway will help humidify and cool the
air within your home.
Make Long-Term Improvements – Adding insulated window films, awnings and
planted trees are more permanent solutions to keeping the amount of heat your home
absorbs to a minimum.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors℠ serving Macomb, St. Clair
and Oakland Counties & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Never Lose Power!

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

A Name You Can Trust

August 2017

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

1-800-400-8941
www.budgetgenerators.net
www.generac.com

Premier
Award-Winning
P WERPRO Dealer

SUMMER SPECIAL!

500
OFF

$

with

ALL SALE PRICES
BASIC INSTALL.

Previous sales excluded.

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

CALL FOR DETAILS.
TPN0817 Exp. 09/03/17
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at (810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

GO BACK TO SCHOOL WITH
&

wide widths
available
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Full Service Shoe Store
Some of the many brands we carry are:
Red Wing, Irish Setter, Worx, Thorogood,
Ariat, Dan Post, Laredo, Dingo, SAS,
Dansko, Aetrex, Merrell, New Balance,
Brooks, Propet, Sperry, Chaco,
Hush Puppie, Stride Rite, Timberland,
Rockport, Vionic, and more!

10
OFF
%

Committed to
providing excellent
customer service —
Exceeding our
customers’ expectations.
Serving the Community Since 1910!

Any purchase
over $50

08

Monday-Friday: 10am-6pm | Saturday: 10am-3pm

TPN

WITH COUPON ONLY. COUPON MAY NOT BE
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXCLUDES
PREVIOUS PURCHASE AND SPECIAL ORDERS.
EXPIRES 9/30/17.

68131 S. Main Street | RICHMOND | 586.727.4775 | www.gierkshoes.com

Open Your Home (and Your Heart)
Exchange Students Arriving This August to Michigan’s Thumb
Submitted By: Christina Mazzanti

To Advertise With Us

Please Call Lisa at

888-530-3426

(Washington, D.C 7/14/17) — Youth For Understanding (YFU), one of the
world’s oldest, largest and most respected intercultural exchange programs,
has been changing the way we see the world through their high school
exchange programs.
Each year, YFU places hundreds of international exchange students with
caring host families across the U.S. and enrolls them in a local area school.
Recognizing the value international students bring to the classroom, the
Thumb area has been a strong supporter of YFU’s exchange programs for
years.
YFU is asking local families and volunteers in our community to help build
international and interpersonal friendships by hosting or representing one of
these incoming international exchange students for the 2017-2018 academic
year. All you really need to host a YFU student is the ability and desire to
share your home and open your heart with a new family member. Hosting is
all about sharing your version of the American lifestyle with an exchange
student while also gaining a new global perspective, many memories and a
new family member for life.
Exchange students experience tremendous personal growth. At the
same time, the impressions made by the students themselves will broaden
perspectives of host families and ultimately ripple through schools and across
entire communities.
If you or someone you know is interested in hosting, please visit
yfuusa.org/apply or call your local Field Director Christi Hubbard at
(810) 689-8211. You can also reach Christina Mazzanti by email at
cmazzanti@yfu.org.

Page 18		
Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to learn about a magical event!

August 2017

‘

Large Menu for your Dining Pleasure!
Something for Everyone!! Great Variety!
Homemade may take a little longer, but
it’s worth the wait!
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Our 1930s Hand Built Smoker
has Already made our Pulled Pork,
Brisket and Ribs Famous!
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If all our tables are full, Bubba’s
Nascar Party Bus is here to keep you
cool and refreshed until your table’s ready!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

To Help Control Pesky Pests
in Your Yard and Home.
40 Years in Business
Serving the Thumb of Michigan

abcbees.com • Licensed and Insured
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s
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We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

ThumbPrint News
An independant, locally owned and operated imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan.

The Most Popular Paper
in the Thumb Area
to market your business and event!

Available online at
(810) 794-2300 www.thumbprintnews.com

The Premier Holiday
Event in the Area!

Discount Tickets On Sale Now
at Foxfire Fixin’s - 810-765-9255 &
ThumbPrint News - 810-794-2300.

Get a Sneak Peak at www.thechristmaswalk.com
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what’s the hurry?

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

Fabulous
Fish Features
this Summer!
Fresh
Brewed
Sweet
Tea!

Get your Smoked Meats and
Sides from Us!
Pulled Pork • Brisket • Ribs
Cornbread • Coleslaw • Beans
Mac-n-Cheese • Desserts

MON
- THURS 7:30 AM - 10 PM
Breakfast served until 11 am - Kitchen closes at 9 pm
FRI
7:30
AM
12
AM
Breakfast served until 11 am - Kitchen closes at 10 pm
SAT 7 AM - 12 AM
Breakfast served until 12 pm - Kitchen closes at 10 pm
SUN 7 AM - 10 PM
Breakfast served until 2 pm - Kitchen closes at 9 pm

Ever tried a deep fried
bologna sammy?
Ours is A-number-1.

Our Homemade
Buttermilk Pie
will have Yer Mouth
Squallin’ fer More!

A True
Southern
Favorite!

See Our Full Menu at

www.foxfirefixins.com
7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039

LESS THAN 3 MILES NORTH OF ALGONAC STATE PARK

810-765-Y’ALL
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Joe - Fix - It
Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

Contractor quality,
handyman prices.

EVERYONE!

Senior Discounts!
24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
35214 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586-725-2878
anchorbaybicycleandfitness.com
Back to School
Tune Ups!
Starting at $60
Gift Certificates Available!

We sell Schwinn, Trek,
Giant, Haro and GT
brands of bicycles
Repairs on All Makes!

NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS

Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Anchor
Bay
Scuba
Inc.
586-725-1991

ALGONAC

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

810-794-5517

ThumbPrint News

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

FRANCEK
WATER
CONDITIONING

OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057
30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL
E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
WE AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
CC
TT -O-O SS
OMPLETE RASH
RASH UT
UT PECIALISTS
PECIALISTS
OMPLETE

SENIOR / VETERAN DISCOUNTS

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
N
WE T IT
’LL
HAU
L IT

QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

Never Miss an Issue!
Home Delivery
only $2 per issue

WATER SOFTENERS
DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS • SALT DELIVERY
SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

Subscribe NOW
call (810) 794-2300
to advertise with us!

NON-ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

have your business seen
by Thousands of readers!
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(810) 794-5678 to prevent ticks!
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FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

SINCE

1946

PRODUCTS

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

KINDE, MI

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

(586) 725-7107
Ed Bickley

fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Highway
Fair Haven, MI 48023

ABC Home & Commercial
Services wants to caution you
that bald-faced hornets can
become aggressive and
aggravated if you attempt to
remove the nest on your own.
Hornets can sting repeatedly!

Doors •
Windows •
Screen Repair •
Shower Doors •
Insulated Glass •
Custom Mirrors •

Bald-Faced
Hornets are here!
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ABC Home &
Commercial
Services will
provide a
treatment to kill
the entire colony
of yellow jackets,
greatly reducing
the chance of
problem colonies
next year and
providing a safe
and enjoyable
atmosphere in
your yard.

BEFORE THE NESTS BECOME LARGE & AGGRESSIVE - CALL US!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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GOT BATS?

For Sale
PROPERTY FOR SALE, Beautiful
General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Lapeer, Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north
of I-69. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

vacant lot in Village of Forestville, Michigan.
Water, electric available. Beach access.
20K, firm. Serious inquires only.
Call (586) 457-5777.
HOUSE FOR SALE, BAD AXE, LIKE
NEW! 3-bedroom, 2-bath, 1,790 sq. ft. on
2+ acres. Catherdral ceiling, FP in LR,
3-car garage, 50' x 35' pole barn with
ex. high ceiling for motorhome storage.
$110,000. Call Carol Mitchell today for
preview at (248) 884-1133, Real Living
John Burt Realty.

and say
ABC
GOODBYE TO BATS!

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Help Wanted

810-794-5678

AARP FOUNDATION, offers Paid

Training to Low-Income Job-Seekers
including Veterans age 55+. Email
rsterling@aarp.org or call (313) 964-4821.
LIBERTY TAX SERVICE, entrepreneurs
wanted to join the #1 non-food franchise!
No experience necessary. Low startup
cost. Call Jim at (810) 510-0706 or
ad.reeves@libtax.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening
positions available. Placed within 10
miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
WANTED. Experienced & own tools.

Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS, Foxfire Fixin's
Restaurant, located between Marine City
and Algonac, is hiring (front and back of
the house including managers, chefs,
cooks, line cooks, prep cooks, expeditors,
hosts/hostesses, servers and bartenders)
applicants 18+. Call (810) 614-8040 or
email résumé to FoxfireFixins@comcast.net.

Wanted to Buy

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at
(248) 245-7845.

ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS.

Interested in vintage and antique Christmas
tree ornaments and decor items. If you
have just a few or if you have a lot, please
call (810) 614-8034.

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION
OF AUTO PARTS. Make REICHLE your

FIRST CALL for OEM Replacement auto
parts. Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors,
patch panels and much more. Open Mon.
- Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697
or (810) 858-1371.
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HOUSE FOR SALE, by owner - Ray Twp.

2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 2 car detached garage
on 5 acres. Possibly commercial - on main
road. Possibly land contract. $159,900.
Call (586) 231-1955.

Bats are notorious for getting into places they shouldn’t − our
attics especially. Bat bugs are natural pests of bats, are almost
identical to bed bugs and will spread to the living space of your
home and bite you, even if their natural host is gone.

In addition to excluding bats from your home,
we eliminate the bat bugs too!

REDUCED BY $20,000!
FOR SALE! YOU FINISH – BRICK
HOME, prime Macomb Twp. 80% of

renovations completed. Situated on (+/-)
2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th
bedroom or 3rd bathroom. You install
(new, already purchased): cherry kitchen
cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior
doors, trims, etc. Reduced by $20,000 to
$149,000 for quick sale.
Call (586) 306-9440.
TOTALLY REMODELED, 2-bedroom,
1.5-bath, Ranch, 2-car attached garage.
120' x 100' corner lot. Near Au Sable River
and downtown Oscoda. In the heart of all
summer and winter activities. $79,900 by
owner, call (586) 872-7200.
BUSINESS FOR SALE, Scholz Auto &
Truck Salvage in Capac is for sale. Owner is
retiring. Over 40 acres of cars and trucks.
Has been family owned for 50 years. If
interested call (810) 841-1680.

Wanted

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

service, as a special license is required, but ABC CAN!
For Rent

AFFORDABLE DUMPSTER
RENTALS. The best deal!
Call (810) 420-1356.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates
starting at $1,061 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

15

$

Call Today!
&
up ( 810 ) 794-2300

facebook.com/ThumbPrintNews

In the July edition of
ThumbPrint News, while
giving credit to Mayor
John Grzyb for his
invaluable assistance in
providing information for
the "Spotlight on Capac"
article, we inadvertently
misspelled his name.
We regret our error,
Mayor Grzyb.

Thumbs Up
To Seniors

YOUR Ad here!
Be Seen by over 100,000
potential customers!
Call
(810) 794-2300
to learn
more!

MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

Congratulations to Bill Schiffelbine
of North Street, Michigan, for
correctly answering question #44.

Be the first to correctly answer
Question #45 and you could
win a J. Clary collector print!

Under the wing (contributed by Richard Smith)

Spruce Goose

Interior of the Spruce Goose (contributed by Richard Smith)

The Spruce Goose
WWII AIRCRAFT'S BRIEF OPERATION

Question #44

In the early days of sailing
on the Great Lakes, what
might a “blackbirder” do?

By David Odziana,

Answer to #44:

Using bonfires, they would
intentionally misguide vessels
onto dangerous shoals where
they would salvage the
shipwrecked cargoes.

Maritime Trivia
Question #45

What was done with all the
soil removed in the building
of the 363-mile Erie Canal?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

When the United States became involved in WWII, the country came to an industrial standstill as nearly every
capable factory shifted its focus to supplement the war effort.
Following the announcement that American soldiers would aid in fighting, an issue quickly arose – the government
needed to carry large amounts of troops and equipment over the Atlantic Ocean. While troops were traditionally
transported by boat, the presence of German submarines waiting to sink enemy ships made it a dangerous situation.
In an attempt to fill this void, the Hughes Aircraft Company was hired to construct a plane capable of meeting their
demands. The man responsible for the vision was Henry Kaiser, who was in the ship building and steel business.
Kaiser called on Howard Hughes to layout and construct the massive plane, but with steel and aluminum being
rationed for the war, the team needed to think out of the box to make this vision a reality. Hughes had a passion for
this line of work and loved anything capable of flight. Prior to becoming involved in designing planes, Hughes broke
nearly every air-speed record, including circumnavigating the world in 1938 – the trip took him just three days, 19
hours and 14 minutes.
While the name was originally slated as HK-1 after the Hughes-Kaiser duo, by 1944, Kaiser withdrew from the
project and the name was simplified to H-4. The massive aircraft had to be made from wood, which was coated with
plastic before being covered with a fabric. Despite the builder’s designated name, the press dubbed the craft the
Spruce Goose, even though the craft was mostly constructed with birch and Hughes despised the name – it was also
referred to as the Flying Boat. The 400,000 pound machine was equipped with eight massive propeller engines, had
a wingspan of 320 feet and was made to carry more than 700 soldiers or two Sherman tanks to the battlefield. The
combination of its unheard of size and its irregular construction material caused many people to doubt the fact that it
would stay in the sky.
After a few years of working on the colossal project, the plane was finally finished near the end of 1947. The
amount of money spent on this huge business venture was insane – not only did the project cost the United States
See THE SPRUCE GOOSE Page 26

www.sunbursttours.com
,

.

08/06 - 08/08 Little River 3 Day Overnight $170
08/09 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
08/15 Tue Firekeepers (pkg $25) Daytrip $32
08/16 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
08/17 Thu Caesars Windsor (pkg $15) Daytrip $25
08/20 - 08/21 Mackinac Island (Upto $50 pkg) Overnight $190
08/22 Tue Point Edward Casino (pkg $10) Daytrip $20
08/23 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
08/28 Mon Soaring Eagle - Tanya Tucker Special Daytrip $32
08/29 - 08/30 Shipshewana (Shopping) Special Overnight $154
08/30 Wed Motor City Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
09/06 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
09/10 Sun- Sep 12 Chip Inn Overnight (3 Days)Overnight $185
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Order Now
For Fall!
for

Melanie Duquesnel

There’s something about this time of year that prompts us to go through
our home’s nonessentials: snow gear that is now two sizes too small, sports
equipment that’s no longer used or clothes that have been hidden in the back of
your closet for far too long. The old adage “One man’s trash is another man’s
treasure” holds all too true. And there’s something liberating about purging
unneeded items (and getting a little cash in your pocket is a nice bonus!), as
well as finding treasures at cut-rate costs.
However, garage sale season can come with a heavy price tag. This summertime
tradition can be a magnet for scammers and con artists. Unfortunately, on either
side of the sales table, there are people who are scammers…so it’s important to
know the tricks of the garage sale con artist and also what it takes to be a savvy
garage sale shopper.

Be a savvy seller!

Garage-sale-goers are usually a pretty convivial crew, but scammers can turn
up at your summer tag sale, too. Since you’re bringing strangers to your front
door, it doesn’t hurt to maintain a high level of caution.
Set the stage. Watch the weather forecast. If rain or soaring temperatures
are expected, consider setting up a rented or store-bought canopy and having a
water station handy to help keep yourself and shoppers comfortable. Renting
tables from a party supply store can be a good idea as well, so you can spread
out your wares for shoppers to see more easily.
Watch out for counterfeit payments and bad checks. Counterfeiters like
to frequent garage sales, since they’re not run by experienced merchants who
know how to identify fake money. Be especially wary of bills larger than $20,
as these bills are favorites of counterfeiters. It can be a good idea to purchase a
counterfeit money detection pen (the small investment can save you big in the
long run). Additionally, try to avoid taking personal checks. And if you do, be
sure to ask for a picture ID or driver’s license and record the information on the
check (having the buyer write their phone number, if it isn’t already printed, on
the check is a good idea, as well).
Keep your home on lockdown. Don’t allow anyone you don’t know into
your home during the sale, and be sure to keep your doors locked during the
sale. It’s also a good idea to keep your garage door locked the night before the
advertised sale. Some early-bird tag sale shoppers can get aggressive when it
comes to getting that coveted “first look” when a sale opens.
Enlist help. Have older children, your spouse or a neighbor help you during
the sale. This will ensure you have eyes on your sales tables and on your cashbox
to minimize the possibility of money or items going missing during your sale.
Don’t forget to protect yourself! A hat and sunscreen are good ideas and
will help you stay on top of your game during your sale. And don’t forget about
the steady supply of water!

Buyers beware!

By being a smart and safe shopper while thrifting keeps not just your finances
safe, but you too. Never enter a seller’s home, and consider bringing a friend
or adult family member with you when you’re heading out for a day of garage
sale shopping. Additionally, keep the following pointers in mind as you shop
around.
Do your research. If you’re looking for specific items, do some online
research before hitting sales. Visit BBB’s Accredited business listings to find
companies that sell the items you’re interested in and make a note of average

Walk-In Tubs

• Total Bathroom
Remodeling From
Start to Finish
• One-Day Bath
Remodeling
• Full Line of Safety
& Accessibility
Products
• No Mess
• No Demolition

25% off
Expires 8/31/17

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810.385.1700

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

Walk-In Showers

Labor &
Material

(810) 385-1700

prices. Knowing what current asking prices are for new (and gently used) items
will help you recognize a deal or overpriced item.
Watch out for unsafe items. The Consumer Product Safety Commission
recommends skipping the purchase of used bike helmets, infant cribs and car
seats because there’s no way to tell if they have been involved in an accident
or if they have been incorrectly assembled. Visit the CPSC website for more
information and an up-to-date list of used products to avoid.
Test-drive electronics. Get an extension cord from your toolbox or a local
hardware store and ask to plug in used TVs and other electronics before
purchase, so you can be sure your purchase is working properly.
Ask questions. Don’t be afraid to talk to the seller and ask questions about
items you’re interested in, particularly bigger ticket items like electronics and
jewelry.
Get a receipt for large-ticket items. Even though it is a friendly neighborhood
garage sale, you can still ask for a written receipt for big-ticket items. Because
you’re dealing with an individual and not a company, keep in mind that there
aren’t organizations that can file a complaint on your behalf (like BBB). So
shop cautiously.
Partner with Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper
Peninsula for all your garage sale needs this summer. Our resources will connect
you with suppliers to help make hosting your sale successful and comfortable
for you and buyers, and give you the free tools and information you need to
recognize scammers and keep yourself safe when shopping around.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer
education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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government $22 million, but Hughes also spent $18 million of his own money to make his dream a
reality. With anticipation and doubt building over the abilities of the Spruce Goose, Hughes made
the decision to prove it was air-worthy on November 2, 1947. With thousands of people waiting
anxiously to see the massive aircraft in action,
Hughes piloted the plane over Long Beach,
California. Interestingly, the height and time
it spent in the air was less than impressive – the
flight only lasted 60 seconds and reached a mere
altitude of 70 feet. Unfortunately, by the time the
plane was worthy of flight, the war was already
over. While the test run proved that the craft was
capable of flight, there was still doubt about the
exterior being strong enough to withstand the
great distances it was designed to travel – the H-4
never went into production.
Smaller plane under the wing of the H-4 (contributed by Richard Smith) The second day of November was the only time
the Spruce Goose ever left the ground, but it
was constantly maintained by Hughes. Kept in a
Nose of the H-4 (contributed by Richard Smith)
massive hanger at a cost of $1 million per
year, the seaplane sat for over 30 years until
his death in 1976. While Hughes’ project
wasn’t the breakthrough he was hoping for,
it did catch the attention of major airlines,
which helped lead to the jumbo jets that
we know today. The H-4 made its way to
its final resting place in 1993, when it was
moved to the Evergreen Aviation Museum
in McMinnville, Oregon – a restoration and
assembly project was completed in 2001.

THE SPRUCE GOOSE, Continued from Page 23

Spruce Goose Construction (Contributed by
San Diego Air and Space Museum)
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Understand the Dis�nc�on: Hospice versus Pallia�ve Care
Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaison, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

Palliative care and hospice services are similar, yet there are distinct differences as well.
While hospice has been available to support patients and families for more than thirty years
in our country, palliative care is a more recently recognized area of medical specialty. The
terms are often used interchangeably, even among healthcare professionals, which doesn’t
help to offer clarity.
By definition, palliative care is focused on providing relief of pain and other distressing
symptoms for patients who have complex health issues, without curing the underlying
disease. Like hospice, the palliative care team is multidisciplinary and includes physicians,
nurses, social workers, chaplains and others. They share in the holistic approach of
addressing physical, spiritual, psychological and social concerns. The common goal
is to improve the comfort and quality of life for seriously ill patients. Both types of care
are available at home, hospitals and assisted living or long term care facilities; however,
hospice is more prevalent in a home setting and palliative care is more likely to be provided
during hospitalization.
The fundamental difference lies in the timing of the care provided. Medicare requires
that a hospice patient be diagnosed with a terminal illness and have a life expectancy of six
months or less. Individuals choose a comfort-focused plan that does not include aggressive
or curative interventions. By comparison, palliative care can be offered anytime during a
critical illness and the prognosis does not have to be terminal. Patients may benefit from
palliative services while receiving radiation, chemotherapy, dialysis, mechanical ventilation
and other treatments for complex medical scenarios.
To summarize, both opinions offer a multidisciplinary, holistic approach to improve
comfort and quality of life, but the key differences are when and where the care is provided.
All hospice care is palliative, but not all palliative care is for hospice patients.
I am available to answer specific questions or provide more detailed information, if
requested. Feel free to call Grace Hospice anytime at (810) 294-8580.
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The Train,
The Train
By David Gillis,

(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

For several previous columns, I have ventured to
the past and my childhood in Algonac. Although many
aspects of this small, restful community on the banks of
the St. Clair River are still what they once were, much of
its mid-century character is only in memories.
In one recollection, as an example, I find myself sitting
in a rocking chair on the enclosed front porch of my
grandmother’s home on Michigan Street near the corner
of Howard Street. The neighborhood was a mix of residential and commercial, a
great place to witness the village’s daily activity.
As I close my eyes, I’m somewhere in the early 1950s on a lazy summer day that
must have been a Wednesday afternoon at about 2:00 p.m. Now, how could someone
who can’t remember where he left his hat this morning recall specific days and
times more than six decades ago? Well, it’s easy. It’s all about the train.
I’m confident that many of the newer residents of what I still consider “the village”
are asking, “What train?” It’s the Chris-Craft train, and it passed my grandmother’s
home in mid-afternoon each Wednesday during the summer months. Because the
area included automobile traffic, retail business activity and children playing in
their yards, the train moved slowly through the village down the center of Michigan
Street. I can still hear the whistle as the train passed each cross street and, as the
huge engine passed the house, could feel the rumbling ground. I always received a
wave and smile from the engineer. I guess I thought of him as a friend, but never
knew him.
The train and the tracks it travelled on were constructed about 25 years earlier by
the boat manufacturer located on the expansiveness of property now occupied by
the Harbour Club Marina facilities. The company needed rail service and the Port
Huron & Detroit line ran only to nearby Marine City. The PH&D refused Chris-Craft’s
proposal for a service line connection, probably believing the expense would be too
great just to provide service to one customer. The only answer, of course, was for
Chris-Craft to construct its own railroad known as the Algonac Transit Authority.
The single-purpose rail line journeyed on Michigan Street and beyond following
the M-29 highway. It connected with the PH&D in Marine City and continued to Port
Huron for another connection.
In its earlier life and now from my viewpoint on Grandma’s porch, the ATA’s engine
often hauled only one large boat. It would travel past the nearby Algonac Bakery,
Algonac Feed Store, a Pontiac dealership, the Starlight Dance Pavilion (later a skating
rink) and the two-story building housing the fire department. You could clearly see it
from the old wood schoolhouse that stood proudly adjacent to the newer (1923) brick
education edifice, and from the several residential neighborhoods that bordered its
path as it continued north out of town.
Records indicate that the use of the Algonac Transit Authority was discontinued
early in 1957, and shortly thereafter the tracks removed from the center of Michigan
Street. A few old-timers with more longevity than I have told me that some of the
tracks remain under layers of pavement.
It’s time for this “young man” to rise from the chair on Grandma’s porch and walk
the mile or so to where I live. I’ve driven that route numerous times since then
and, in reality, not much has changed in the residential neighborhoods. I can still
remember the names of many of those who lived in the individual homes.
In an effort to hang on to some of the past and with my eyes still closed, my
memories now allow me to experience the great aroma coming from that bakery
a half block from Grandma’s house. And now just one block away from my route
home there’s also the smell of popcorn from the Algonac Theater. Tomorrow night
I’ll be able to hear the musical sounds of the Algonac Community Band led by
maestro George Appleton on the swimming pool converted to bandstand in the park
downtown. That happened on Thursday evenings during the summer. All of that
and, oh yes, the waving arm of my nameless friend, the engineer, and the thundering
sound of the Chris-Craft train as it passed my Grandma’s porch are all gone now.
Only fading fond memories remain.

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to
be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On
December 16, 2017, one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our July contest, we asked our readers to identify what
the object pictured to the left is.
Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Karen Putze
of Fort Gratiot, Michigan, was randomly chosen to be entered
into the year-end drawing. Karen identified that the object is a
vintage apple picker. Here are a few interesting facts about apples:
• More than 2,500 varieties of apples are grown in the United
States, but only the crabapple is native to North America.
• Apples contain no fat, sodium or cholesterol and
are a good source of fiber.
• Apples are a member of the rose family.
• The top apple producers around the world are China,
the United States, Turkey, Poland and Italy.
• Apples account for 50 percent of international deciduous
fruit tree production.
• It takes about 36 apples to create one gallon of apple
cider.
For our August contest, we are asking our readers to identify
what the object pictured on the right is and for what it is used.
Remember, go to www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.
Good luck!
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Virgil’s boss had him build the most appealing
while the Mercer and Packard models didn’t materialize, the Dusenberg
car he could, which was the start of his
design nearly made it into production and the Stutz car was said to be very
most remembered years as a designer. A coachbuilder from Italy,
beneficial to the company. Interestingly, so few people have actually seen
Carozzeria Ghia, started a relationship with the company around this
the design for the car, that many enthusiasts conclude it never existed.
time and built numerous cars designed by Exner. The first car the
Virgil underwent bypass surgery in October, 1969, after being hospitalized
partnership worked on was the K-310, which gave him the chance
due to stomach pains, which revealed extreme heart disease. He closed
to truly showcase his skills – shortly following the first build came
his office on South Hunter Boulevard the following year, but continued to
the C-200, GS-1, 1952 Chrysler Special, the D’Elegance, as well as
work on designs from his home. The final project Exner worked on was the
the Thomas Special. Virgil was even able to mark his family’s time
idea to make a Stutz-inspired powerboat.
Custom Royal Fin
in Birmingham by creating a color called Westwood Blue that was
Virgil Exner passed away on December 22, 1973, as a result of an
named after the street they lived on. The early design of all these cars was created in aneurysm after being rushed to Beaumont Hospital. As proof of his impact on the
Exner’s home studio and later finished at the company’s facilities.
automotive world, Exner was inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame in 1995. The
The innovation of Exner’s most iconic design feature, metallic fins, began appearing elegance of his work has proved to be extremely desirable, with the 1960 Plymouth
in his sketches starting in 1954, but because of the extensive work needed to be done XNR concept car selling at auction for $935,000 in 2012. Virgil will be remembered as
at the time, this idea was put on the back burner. Tex Colbert, the company’s new a man who not only revolutionized the automobile design industry, but also creating
president, took notice of what he was doing for the business and promoted Exner to some of the most beautiful cars of his time.
the Director of Styling at 44 years old. This change in design Exner was bringing
to Chrysler was known as the Forward Look movement, which gave the automaker
a huge boost in sales – sales in 1954 were 883,769, which jumped to 1,579,215 the
following year. Despite the success in his working career, Exner began having serious
health issues beginning around this time due to unhealthy habits, such as smoking and
drinking heavily. This resulted in Exner suffering from a major heart attack on July 24,
1956. He was rushed to Beaumont Hospital in Birmingham where he underwent open
heart surgery. The outlook for him was grim at first, and while resting in a hospital
bed he received even more bad news. His recently designed car, the Norseman, was
being shipped on the ocean liner, Andrea Doria, when the ship sunk on July 25. The
car, which cost $100,000 just to develop,
would be doomed before Virgil could
ever see it in person.
1957 was a successful year for
If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
Chrysler, to say the least. The company
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
released an all new line of passenger cars,
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
which is the only time this has ever been
done. To add to the accomplishment of
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
the design team, the 300C was awarded
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.
the Industrial Designer Institute’s Award
Chrysler advertisement for the 1957 line up
for Excellence in Automotive Design, they
We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
received the Motor Trend Car of the Year Award and Virgil himself was given the Gold
Medallion from the Industrial Design Institute for his work on the 1957 production
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.
line. While some models did feature a resemblance to the famed tail fins prior to this, it
was the 1957 lineup that boasted the iconic characteristic. Not only did Virgil include
the fins because of the aesthetic look they gave the cars, but he also believed in the
functional use for them – he spent many years at the University of Michigan testing
the aerodynamics of his designs using the wind tunnel on campus. Many dealership
www.metalmastersroofing.com
owners explained that once the line of cars
office@metalmastersroofing.com
arrived in the showroom, it was nearly
810-824-4523
impossible to maneuver through the building
because so many people came to admire the
new automobiles. These cars also earned him
the Executive Vice President and Director of
Styling position, making this the third time
in his career that he held a position created
exclusively for him. Ex was very quick to
Since 1993
spread praises to his whole team, while other
designers often took credit for all the work.
1960 Plymouth XNR designed by Virgil Exner
HEATING &
(contributed by Steve Corey)
As a result of industry rumors, Chrysler
within 4 hours or
COOLING, INC. Immediate Service less
in most cases!
downsized their cars despite Virgil’s objection, which severely impacted sales –
looking for someone to blame for the short-sighted change, Virgil was fired in 1961,
but remained a consultant for a short time. Only about a month after he was let go
FOR
from his position, his family home burned down when they were away on vacation,
resulting in the loss of all of his past and current designs he was working on. This led to
Call and After Hours
Financing OnEmergency
Service
Virgil’s new endeavor, which was designing boats with his son – together they formed
Available 1-800-770-9903
Virgil M. Exner Incorporated, which operated out of a space rented from Lukenbach
8015 Gratiot Ave.
& Associates at 940 South Hunter Boulevard in Birmingham. Virgil still continued
Columbus,
MI 48063
to work on automobile designs for numerous businesses; unfortunately, many never
www.superiorheatcoolgeo.com
*Not to be combined with other offers.
materialized. Exner began work to revitalize four different cars beginning in 1963 –
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If you have an event in September that you would like listed in the September issue of
ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by August 12, 2017. There is
no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it
becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize.
Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

Flint - August 15 - 19
Back to the Bricks, downtown,

under the arches. Presented by Buick,
the 5-day FREE extravaganza begins
on Tuesday, August 15, with a familyoriented party at a nostalgic drive-in
theatre. During the week, excited
crowds line the streets for the "Rolling
Cruises". On Friday, August 18,
there will be a car show, concert and
dance party with a Motown theme.
Thousands will stroll the brick streets
on Saturday, August 19, to admire
vehicles of every age and description,
take pictures, buy souvenirs and
enjoy the fun. For more information
contact Doug at (810) 654-0417
or Dave at (810) 654-9029 or visit
backtothebricks.org.

Huron

Bad Axe - August 19
Tip of the Thumb Dancers
Hawaiian Night, Huron County

Senior Center, 150 Nugent Rd.,
7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Admission $6.
Everyone welcome. Bring finger
foods and friends! Cancellations
on WLEW and WMIC radio.
For more information call
Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - August 1
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6
seniors, $4 for ages 4 - 7 (under 4
free). Public welcome. All proceeds
go towards Lapeer District Schools
scholarship fund. For more information
email americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer - August 5
Craft Show, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St. Vendors needed. For more
information contact Mary Lynn at
ladiesoflansing@gmail.com.

Lapeer - August 8
Taco Night, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. $2 per
taco. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Clifford - August 13
27th Annual Heritage Days,

St. Patrick Chapel, 9851 Main St.
Come and enjoy entertainment
and an opportunity to take part in
a delicious meal. Funds raised will
make the continuation of good works
in the community possible. For more
information call (989) 670-2644.

Macomb

Romeo - August 2
Self-Defense for Women,

Washington Center, 57880 Van
Dyke, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Can
you defend yourself against a violent
attack? Do you have the knowledge,
skill and confidence to defend your
family? Live Safe Academy will help
you learn these life-saving skills after
just one class. No previous training
required. $35 for residents, $38 for
non-residents. For more information
call (586) 786-0131.

Washington Twp. - August
2, 9, 16
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke
(between 26 Mile Rd. and West),
8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. First three
visits are free. For more information
contact Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Romeo - August 5
Hawk Nelson Concert, Historic

Nixon Tabernacle, Simpson Park
Camp, 70199 Campground Rd., 8:00
p.m. Come one, come all! Bring your
family, your friends, youth group or
young adult group for the highlight
event of Simpson Park Camp's 152nd

Annual Camp Meeting as we welcome
renowned Christian recording
artist, Hawk Nelson. Tickets $12 in
advance or $15 at the door. For more
information or to purchase tickets call
(586) 752-3202.

Mt. Clemens - August 11
Downtown Sight and Sound
Concert, downtown, 7:00 p.m. –

9:00 p.m. Explore downtown retail
stores, dine in or grab take out
from local restaurants, or enjoy a
refreshing drink on one of nearly
a dozen different patio options.
Tonight's concert will be Magic Bus,
Psychedelic Rock, '60s, '70s, Tribute
to Woodstock. For more information
call (586) 431-6788.

New Baltimore - August 13
Flea Market, Craft and Vendor
Show, New Baltimore VFW Hall,
35011 23 Mile Rd., 9:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. Free admission to shop.
8-foot tables are available to rent
for $10 each, with no reservations
or prepay needed. Set up starts at
8:00 a.m. For more information
email meema3t2@yahoo.com.

Romeo - August 18
Lunch and Learn: Dealing with
Stress, Washington Center, 57880

Van Dyke, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. No
charge. Please join the entertaining
and informative chiropractor, Dr. Cook
of Cook Chiropractic Clinic, as he
educates us on the many ways to live
with less stress and deal with stress
when it enters our lives. A wonderful,
complimentary lunch will be served.
Register by August 15 by calling
(586) 786-0131.

Sterling Heights - August 18,
19 & 20
2017 St. Malachy Summerfest,

St. Malachy Church, 14115 Fourteen
Mile Rd. We have many fun events all
weekend long, including a game tent
each day! We'll kick things off Friday
at 4:00 p.m. with a baked/freshly
battered fish or chicken dinner in the
social hall. And be sure to enter into
our raffle where the grand prize is
$10,000! For a full list of events visit
bit.ly/StMalachySummerFest or look
us up on facebook!

New Baltimore - August 20
Corn Roast and Summer Fun

August 2017

Day, New Baltimore Farmers Market,
50976 Washington St., 8:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. For more information call
(586) 215-7484 or visit the website
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com.

Memphis - August 26
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00
p.m. Cost $10 per person. Snacks
available. Everyone welcome. Prize
money awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place winners. For more information
call Frank at (810) 392-3717.

Oakland

White Lake Twp. - August 26
Haven Hill Festival, Highland

Recreation Area, 5200 Highland
Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Watch
a 1860-era baseball game played
on the former Edsel Ford Estate.
Visit the Gate House Garage to
learn the history of the estate. Visit
the barn for antiques' and treasures'
sale. Enjoy simple lunch food and
beverages. Witness the dedication of
a National Park Service wayside sign.
Commemorating the 1956 Girl Scout
Roundup where 5,000 girls from
around the world camped. Michigan
DNR passport required for park entry.
Visit fohravolunteers.org for more
information.

St. Clair

All of St. Clair County August 1
- October 31
Bottle and Can Drive. Proceeds

to benefit the Wings of the Harbor,
Transitional Living Program for
Homeless Youth in Port Huron,
St. Clair County. Pick up service
is available for large donations.
A portion of the proceeds will be
matched by Woman's Life Insurance
Company. For drop-off locations, call
(810) 392-5136.

Kimball - August 2, 9,
16, 23 & 30
Marysville K of C #9526 Bingo,
McGivney Banquet Center, 4521
Ravenswood Rd., 6:20 p.m. Doors
open two hours prior to the start of
bingo. For more information call
(810) 364-6800.
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Port Huron - August 2
Flip Flops, Port Huron Library, 210

McMorran Blvd., 2:30 p.m. Dress
up some flip flops for a fun summer
accessory. We have some, or you can
bring your own. Your parents must
sign a form for you to participate.
Please specify size when registering.
For more information or to register
call (810) 987-7323.

St. Clair - August 2, 9 & 16
Make It @ the Library, St. Clair

Library, 310 S. Second St., 2:00 p.m.
Drop in on Wednesday afternoons
for a variety of activities and creative
art projects, including how to juggle,
make paper rockets and even painting
with kitchen utensils! For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

Capac - August 3
Crazy 8's: Color Crush, Capac

Library, 111 N. Main, 4:00 p.m. Mix
playdough in different amounts to
make every shade of green, purple or
yellow; then see if you can fill in your
own personal color wheel. Grades
K - 3rd. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Marine City - August 3
Thursday Night Teens, Marine

City Library, 300 S. Parker St.,
6:00 p.m. Write a story or a favorite
memory in the shape of your
thumbprint and then frame it! Ages 13
- 18. Registration required as supplies
are limited. Call (810) 765-5233 for
more information or to register.

Fair Haven - August 4, 11,
18 & 25
Family Storytime, Ira Township
Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:00
a.m. Stories, music and crafts
for children ages 0 - 5 and their
caregivers. For more information
call (586) 725-9081.

Marysville - August 4, 11,
18 & 25
5th Annual Farmers Market,

Marysville Park at the waterfront
(across from old boat launch), 10:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Vendors wanted, all
welcome. For more information call
(810) 364-6800 or (810) 824-7435.

St. Clair - August 4, 11,
18 & 25
St. Clair Duplicate Bridge,

Community Center, 408 Fourth St.,
12:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. First time free,
then $5. Duplicate style. No partner
needed. Friendly. Weekly. For more
information call (810) 326-0121 or
email tjbroyles@aol.com.

Harsens Island - August 5
Harsens Island St. Clair Flats
Association Field Day, Browns

Field, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Held rain
or shine! Come and join the fun on
Harsens Island. Picnic, vendors and

more. For more information call email
schooniboat@gmail.com.

St. Clair - August 5, 12,
19 & 26
St. Clair Chess Club, St. Clair

Burger King, 200 Clinton Ave., 10:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Meets weekly.
All ages and abilities. All welcome
anytime. Free. For more information
call (810) 326-0121.

Port Huron - August 6
Drag Queen Bingo, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St., doors open at 11:30
a.m. for brunch; bingo starts at 1:00
p.m. RSVP required. This is not your
grandma's bingo! Expect humorous
banter and innuendos from the hosts.
All funds raised go to Toys for Kids
and American Legion S.A.L. Major
credit cards accepted by phone. For
more information call (810) 982-9553.

Algonac - August 7
Living with Alzheimer's, Algonac-

Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
6:00 p.m. Join us for a screening of
this documentary film to show how the
power of music can help individuals
with Alzheimer's disease connect with
those around them. Ideas on how to
use music at home will be provided.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 794-4471.

St. Clair - August 7, 14,
21 & 28
St. Clair Fellowship Bridge Club,
Community Center, 408 S. Fourth St.,
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. No cost. Nonduplicate style. Beginners welcome
and encouraged. No partner needed.
Weekly. For more information call
Tom at (810) 326-0121.

Yale - August 7
Senior Craft Day, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 10:30 a.m. Come and
join us for a craft and lots of fun! We
are going to make a fleece pillow
to be donated to the Yale Police
Department. For more information
call (810) 387-2940.

Kimball - August 9
Online Safety - Especially for
Seniors, Kimball Township Library,

1955 N. Allen Rd., 10:00 a.m. Learn
to protect your devices, money and
personal information while online. This
presentation includes information on
how to avoid common and emerging
online scams. This is a Consumer
Education Presentation. Registration
requested by calling (810) 982-9171.

Port Huron - August 9
Asthma Management and
Education, St. Clair County

Administration Building, Don Dodge
Building, 200 Grand River Ave., 5:00
p.m. – 8:30 p.m. This program is
presented by the Asthma and Allergy

794-5678 if you see bald-faced hornets!

Foundation of America - Michigan
Chapter, in collaboration with the
Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services, and is designed
to bring the clinician the latest
information on the pathophysiology of
asthma and allergy, current treatment
methods, effective techniques for
patient education, and ways to
prevent asthma episodes. Program is
$25. Nurses earn 2.6 contact hours
and respiratory therapists earn two
CRCE credits. Non-clinicians should
also attend to get up-to-date asthma
management guidelines. A light meal
is provided. For more information call
(248) 406-4254 or (888) 444-0333.

Memphis - August 11 & 25
Canasta, Memphis Library, 34830

Potter St., 10:00 a.m. Join us for
Canasta. Beginners welcome. Coffee
and donuts provided. For more
information call (810) 392-2980.

Port Huron - August 11,
12 & 13
The Wizard of Oz, McMorran Place
Theatre, 701 McMorran Blvd., 7:00
p.m. on August 11, 3:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. on August 12 and 3:00 p.m.
on August 13. Presented by the Port
Huron Civic Theatre. $15 for adults,
$12 for seniors and students. For
more information visit phct.com.

Marysville - August 12
A Magical 100th Birthday Party,

Marysville Library, 1175 Delaware,
2:30 p.m. Celebrate the 100th birthday
of the St. Clair County Library System
with an afternoon of old-fashioned
entertainment and refreshments.
Magician Baffling Bill will delight
children of all ages with his fun magic
show at 2:30 p.m. Please join us! For
more information call (810) 364-9493.

Kimball - August 13
New Life Christian Academy
Open House, 5517 Griswold,

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Families are
encouraged to visit the school, meet
the teachers, view the curriculum
and textbooks, and ask about extracurricular opportunities. Classes are
offered for students preschool through
twelfth grade. For more information
call (810) 367-3770 ext. 100.

Algonac - August 15 & 16
Algonac-Clay Historical
Society's 25th Anniversary,

waterfront area, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. on Saturday and 12:00 p.m. –
4:00 p.m. on Sunday. We will have at
our waterfront the Pride of Michigan
and Gray Fox ships that help train
children under 18 about preserving
our Great Lakes. The Community
Museum and the Maritime Museum
will both have special displays
available along with some antique
cars and boats that will be in our
Memorial Garden and the City Park.
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For more information call
(810) 795-9015.

Casco Twp. - August 19
Perch Point Conservation Club
Steak Out, 7930 Meisner Rd., doors

open at 4:00 p.m., dinner 5:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. Dinner includes steak
(New York Strip), baked potato, baked
beans, tossed salad, roll and dessert.
Kids welcome. Tickets $15 for adults
and $8 for children (1/2 steak). Cash
bar or a $10 bracelet for open bar
may be purchased at the door.
For tickets or more information call
Harry at (810) 278-5630, Chuck at
(810) 278-1595 or buy at the Club bar.

Marine City - August 21
East China Community Band
Concert

Broadway Park (corner of Broadway
and Water St.) 7:00 p.m. Free. For
more information call Bob at
(810) 765-1296

Casco - August 22
Perch Dinner, Perch Point

Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner
Rd., 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Also ham,
mostaccioli and much more. Beer,
wine and pop included. $20 ticket.
Mixed drinks available. For more
information call (810) 278-5630.

Lakeport - August 23
Adult Crafts, Burtchville Township

Library, 7097 Second St., 1:00 p.m.
Come and have fun making an
autumn leaf Mason jar candle holder
to take home, or bring in your own
craft to make. Beverages will be
provided. All ages of adults welcome.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 385-8550.

Sanilac

Croswell - August 4 & 5
Pioneer Days, downtown area.

Celebrating the sweet days of
summer with a wide variety of
activities, including a beer tent,
teen dance, car cruise, fishing, golf
tournament, frozen t-shirt contest,
kids' games and activities, a parade
and more. For more information visit
facebook.com/croswellpioneerdays.

Sandusky - August 12 & 26
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.)
$6 for members, $7 for guests
(regular dances). $10 membership
per year. On August 12 entertainment
provided by Lighthouse Three, and on
August 26 by Dick Hedrich and Son.
For information call Leola at
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy
at (810) 404-4250.

Applegate - August 19
Summer Festival, village of
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Applegate, starts at 9:00 a.m.
Activities continue throughout the
day. Come on down, take a walk
around and check out our little town.
Craft show, apple pie social,
rummage sale, raffles, talent show,
food, music, wagon rides, car show,
tractor show and much, much more.
For more information contact
Jeff at (810) 404-7844.

Port Sanilac - August 20
2017 Lecture and Concert
Series: "Great Lake Passenger
Ship Disasters", Sanilac County

Historical Village and Museum, 228 S.
Ridge St., 3:00 p.m. Free. For more
information call (810) 622-9946.

Tuscola

Mayville - August 5
All Country School Reunion,

West Dayton School at the Mayville
Museum, 2142 E. Ohmer Rd., lunch
at noon. Bring a dish to pass, a
lawn chair and memories! For more
information contact Fran at
(989) 843-0011.

Caro - August 11, 12 & 13
42nd Annual Thumb Area Old
Engine and Tractor Association
Show, Tuscola County Fairgrounds,

188 Park Dr. Working exhibits of
antique farm engines and tractors,
children's activities, live music, flea
market and food vendors. Farm
toy show/sale on Saturday the 12th.
Admission is a $4 donation for adults,
children 12 and under admitted
free. For more information
visit carotractorshow.com
or call (989) 325-1176.

Wayne

Royal Oak - August 11
Appetite for Adventure, Detroit

Zoo, 8450 W. 10 Mile Rd., 6:00 p.m.
– 9:00 p.m. Detroit Zoo guests can go
on a culinary "safari" and sample food
and beverage pairings representing
many of the animals' homelands. The
Zoo's inaugural Appetite for Adventure
- a 21-and-older event. Guests
may choose between two starting
points for their globally inspired
tasting journey. Those who travel
south-to-north will begin at the Polk
Penguin Conservation Center for a
pairing from the Patagonian region of
Argentina. The north-to-south option
can begin at either the Holden Reptile
Conservation Center for delicacies
from Mexico or the Arctic Ring of
Life for samples from Alaska and
Nunavut, Canada. Additional offerings
include fare ranging from Michigan’s
Great Lakes region to Ethiopia. The
international culinary expedition will
also feature zookeeper talks and live
entertainment. Country-rock artist Bob
Marshall will entertain guests in front
of Rackham Fountain while the Picks
N Sticks Stringband will perform in the
Main Picnic Grove. Advance tickets
for Appetite for Adventure are $60
and may be purchased online or at
Window One at the main entrance of
the Zoo. Tickets will also be available
at the gate that evening for $65, if
the event is not sold out. The cost
includes Zoo admission, eight food
samples, eight beverage samples
and a commemorative gift. Additional
tasting tickets will be available
for purchase. For hours, prices,
directions and other information, call
(248) 541-5717 or visit detroitzoo.org.

Forget the Flute & Toss the Coupe
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

"Flutes?" asked Sebastian Zutant, a
leading sommelier in Washington, D.C.,
with obvious disdain. "We're adults; we
use real wine glasses."
Zutant was helping pour wines at a
charity wine dinner when he caught
word that one attendee had asked for
Champagne flutes. Since guests had
brought a variety of impressive wines –
about 100 collectors attended the bringyour-own-bottle event – Zutant and the
other sommeliers had fixed every place
setting with five "universal" glasses.
Several attendees arrived with
Champagne, but only one requested
flutes. Zutant, who has been managing
beverage programs at some of D.C.'s
best restaurants for more than a decade,
was having none of it. Like most wine

enthusiasts, he loathes flutes.
The flute gained popularity around
50 years ago as the coupe – the sherbetstyle glass supposedly molded from
Marie Antoinette's left breast – fell out
of favor. But like the coupe, it's a terrible
vessel for enjoying Champagne. And
finally, sommeliers, retailers and wine
educators are beginning to say so.
Contrary to popular wisdom, Marie
Antoinette didn't inspire the coupe.
Historians now trace the glass to 17thcentury England, long before Antoinette
became queen of France. They believe
the coupe was invented to ease service at
large parties, as it held more than regular
wine glasses, or simply to take advantage
of Champagne's rising popularity by
offering consumers something new.
While coupes are fun – they can be
stacked in layers to build Champagne

to read online anytime!
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3 BEDROOM, 2 FULL BATHS & FIRST-FLOOR LAUNDRY

MODULAR HOMES HAVE COME A LONG WAY.

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com
towers and are perfect for recreating
scenes from The Great Gatsby – they're
designed poorly. Like martini glasses,
coupes are prone to slosh over. They're
top-heavy, so one inevitably holds the
bowl, thus warming Champagne too
swiftly. Most importantly, coupes too
quickly dissipate Champagne's bouquet
and effervescence.
The flute is just as bad. It was
designed purely for aesthetics; the
glass's slender walls preserve and
accentuate Champagne's bubbles but
do nothing for its aromas. For most of
the past 50 years, this hardly mattered.
For most producers and virtually every
consumer, Champagne wasn't about
wine; it was about luxury. So the flute
was the ultimate status symbol, since it
was synonymous with Champagne.
Today, of course, Champagne is in
the midst of a renaissance. The region
is producing more serious wines than
ever before. And many of the region's
top winemakers describe bubbles as
an "accessory," and focus principally
on their vin clair – the still wine that's
created before secondary fermentation –
because that's where the flavors are.
On a recent visit to Champagne, I didn't
encounter a single flute. In cellars, white
wine glasses ruled the day. Restaurants

seemed to prefer tulip-shaped stems
– while slim at the base, these glasses
gradually open to a wide bowl that then
narrows slightly towards the top. A few
locales even utilized wide-bottomed red
wine glasses, especially for rosé and
older vintage Champagne.
As wine writer Jordan Mackay once
explained, "[Champagne] deserves a
full, real wine glass with both shape and
dimension. Such a vessel is much more
flattering to the aromatics, allowing you
both to smell the wine better (which is
90% of tasting it) and to take a much
more meaningful sip."
Flutes are fine for celebratory
toasts with trivial sparkling wines and
they work well with festive, bubbly
cocktails like mimosas and French 75s.
Manhattans, daiquiris, and many other
cocktails are best served in coupes. With
real Champagne, though, take Zutant's
advice and skip both. Serious wines
deserve serious glasses.
Editor's Note: David White
is the founder and editor of
Terroirist.com, which was
named "Best Overall Wine
Blog" at the 2013 Wine Blog
Awards. His columns are
housed at GrapeCollective.com
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In Childhood's
Happy Hours
Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer

We Are APPROVED Supporters!

www.adoptaplatoon.org

This is an ongoing campaign!

Our Troops must constantly take care of their feet,
guarding against sores, blisters, fungus, bacteria
and keeping their feet dry.
Sending a clean pair of new socks, foot powder,
anti-fungal cream, cooling cream, nail clippers,
and/or athlete’s foot lotion, powder or cream will
go a long way to help our Troops serving our Nation
know that YOU are helping in their missions as they
serve far from home on your behalf.

It’s Easy to Participate!

Bring or send your foot care items to:

St. Clair County Department of Veterans Affairs
200 Grand River Avenue, Suite 104
Port Huron, MI 48060
We will MAIL them to an adopted troop on your behalf!

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO
SCCVET.US/ADOPTAPLATOON

Beginning last month, ThumbPrint News started a new column called “In
Childhood’s Happy Hours”. The material for the column was submitted to us by
Gerald Nyquist of Macomb, Michigan. Gerald sent the information following,
which will give the readers an idea of the type of column this will be:
“The poems and accompanying photos, all from 1924, feature three sisters:
Eileen, Geraldine and Lucille (my mother). Lucille was seven years of age at
the time the photos were shot. Eileen and Geraldine were born in New Haven,
Macomb County. Lucille was born in New Baltimore, Macomb County. I was
named Gerald after my Aunt Geraldine because I was born on the day of her
wedding, December 28, 1940.
The girl’s parents were Frances and Adolph Reiter. Adolph for a time ran the
interurban railroad power house in New Baltimore, during which time the family
lived at 35955 Main Street in that city. The setting for the poems and photos is
their subsequent residence at 4695 Lenox Street on the east side of Detroit. (Later,
they farmed on Walker Road in Sanilac County and retired to a home in Port
Sanilac.) Their Lenox Street next-door neighbor shot photos of the girls at play
and wrote the corresponding poems. Unfortunately, his identity is lost to history.”
Geraldine (Reiter) Oliver (1915-2008) and Lucille (Reiter) Nyquist (19162005) are buried in New Baltimore’s Oakwood Cemetery. Eileen (Reiter) Nyquist
(1913-1993) is buried in Troy’s White Chapel Cemetery.
There was a fourth sister, Patricia (Reiter) Albrecht (1925-2016), and two
additional siblings, Adolph and Irene, who died in infancy.
It was my thought that the poems could be published in ThumbPrint News, one
per issue.”
Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint News the right to publish these poems
and photos. We will be printing them each month until we run out! However, they
will not necessarily be used in the order in which they were written.

A PICNIC
Sing a song of picnics
Little dainty lunch
Put up in a dainty way
For a dainty bunch.
Daintiest of sandwiches
Daintiest of pies.--To look at all these dainty things
Is good for weary eyes.
Dainty cups of coffee,
Sugar in a tray,
Sugar tongs to lift it with,-See it melt away.
Dainty little salad,
Wafers and ice cream
Served in dainty fashion-Almost like a dream.
Dainty little table,
Dainty silverware,
Daintiest of dishes
All displayed so fair.
Dainty things for picnics
You may often see,
But they'll be no finer
Than these girlies three.
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ThumbPrint News has been traveling all over the world! It has
been taken by our faithful readers to all seven continents, many
different countries, and to all of our 50 states!
This month Dennis Dureno’s photos of ThumbPrint News
traveling to North Dakota, Wisconsin and Indiana are featured.
Here is what he had to say about the pictures he submitted:
Good morning! Attached are some pictures from our recent road
trip to a relative’s wedding in Fargo, North Dakota. We stopped
along the way to take some pics. One shows downtown Fargo,
another an historic building in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, and
the final, the border of Indiana. Have a great week.
If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you anyplace in the
world and would like to share your picture(s) with our readers, we
would love to see them (even to states or countries where the
paper has already traveled). Please send your pictures to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and attach a good quality .jpg file
of your photo or photos. We would also appreciate a short
paragraph telling us about the place that you and ThumbPrint
News traveled to. Be sure to include your name and address so
that we can send you a complimentary copy of the paper if your
photo is featured.
For those readers who still have photos which you sent to us and
which have not yet been featured, they will be in 2017, so keep
reading ThumbPrint News – and watch for your photos! We have
quite a backlog right now, but appreciate each and every photo
and rest assured that we will eventually use it.

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees.com • abcbees@comcast.net • Licensed & Insured

The experts at Michigan State University recommend having your septic
pumped every two years to help maintain the life of your septic tank
and septic field. This is a great time to have your septic pumped.

Call Now
to
Schedule
an appointment

DON’T FLUSH
AND FORGET!
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15 Mattress Models
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Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

bensff.com
®

810-385-6530

810-984-4215

OPEN 7 DAYS:
MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

