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Michigan has been known for producing many baseball greats
who have been able to use their talent to make it to the major
league. One boy from Ferndale was able to take his success one
step further by earning some of the most decorated awards in MLB.
Bob Welch, like many other young boys, had a passion for playing
whatever sport was available at the time. Born on November 3,
1956, Welch attended high school at the nearby Hazel Park High
School while growing up in Ferndale. One of his early favorites
was basketball, a sport he was said to be very good at – due to
his active childhood, Welch spent a great deal of time nursing
injuries caused from these endeavors. Before the age of 10, Bob
became a regular at the hospital, breaking his arm, fracturing his
collar bone, and receiving 10 stitches in his head on three different

Depiction of the sinking of the Atlantic in 1852

By David Odziana,ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

Shipwreck hunters dream of discovering a vessel filled with
long lost wealth, but the reality is the majority of wrecks don’t
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occasions. Welch’s longest hospital
stay took place around the age of 11,
and surprisingly had nothing to do
with athletics. On a family vacation
to Texas, his family went across the
Mexican border, returning
with a pet parrot – little did his
family know the bird would
nearly cost Bob his life. After
contracting a disease known as
parrot fever, Bob spent more
than 40 days in the hospital,
and he was forced to keep
the drainage tubes in his ears
for a whole year after being
discharged.
Being prone to injuries
wasn’t something that Welch
was able to grow out of. While
playing football in middle
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contain anything of great value. Some believe one ship that
wrecked off the coast of Canada in the mid-1800s still holds
mass amounts of riches.
Constructed in Marine City in 1849, the 265-foot Atlantic
was a side-wheel steamer used to carry passengers. No
expenses were spared in the construction of the ship, with gold
and ornate wood carvings throughout. With many residents of
New York looking to purchase cheap land in Michigan, the trip
from Buffalo to Detroit was one the Atlantic took frequently –
a feat the owner’s boasted could be completed in a little more
than 16 hours aboard one of the fastest and most extravagant
boats of the time. In August of 1852, the Atlantic was making
its routine trip with more than 600 travelers aboard, a large
portion of which were Norwegian immigrants. The vessel was
greatly exceeding its recommended number of passengers,
which caused the deck to be packed with people and their
personal items. Just as the Atlantic was approaching Long
Point, Ontario, Canada, heading for Detroit, the propellerdriven steamer Ogdensburg appeared heading in the opposite
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers online and is distributed to
prime locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest
writers, or articles not written by our
staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News
at your home, send us $2.00 (per
issue) for shipping and handling and
we’ll mail a copy to you, or check our
website for drop locations in your area.

This month we celebrate Labor Day. This
federal holiday in the United States is a public
holiday that occurs on the first Monday in
September. The original purpose of the holiday
was to honor the American labor movement
and the contributions that workers have
made to the strength, prosperity, laws
and well-being of the country.
For our September issue, we wanted
to honor the American worker by
sharing our reader’s pictures and
stories showcasing places where they
currently work or worked at in the past.
Mike Davis took us up on our
suggestion, and the following is his
contribution:
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EDITOR

He’s the assistant to the
Manager of Facilities
and Maintenance
for Macomb County
Community Mental Health
(MCCMH).
“I find satisfaction
in keeping up and
developing the
buildings to meet the
needs of people who
Davis loads a chair into
seek our help,” said
the bed of his truck at the
Community Care Center
Davis.
in Sterling Heights. It’s for
Besides setting up
a new office for a mental
offices and general
health professional.
maintenance of
MCCMH buildings and property, Davis
On his arm, Davis has
Mike Davis has service in his blood.
recycles
and refurbishes office equipment to
a
tattoo
featuring
the
Davis,
names of his fallen
save
the
county money.
45, of Saint
Marine brethren.
Davis
is
also a family man.
Clair Shores
He’s
been
married to his wife, Andrea, for
served his country as
seven
years
and
has
five children ranging from ten
a Lance Corporal
years
old
to
23
years
old.
in the United States
“I
love
being
a
Marine;
I enjoy my job; but being
Marine Corps from
a
dad
was
the
best
thing
to
ever happen to me,”
1991-1995.
said
Davis.
Today, Davis

Davis prepares to create a handicap
parking spot at the Community Care
Center located in Sterling Heights.
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On Labor Day and every day, ThumbPrint
News honors Mike Davis and other American
workers like him. Keep your stories coming!

serves his community
in a different
capacity at his job.
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Know the symptoms of heart valve disease.
It’s a common disorder that often goes unrecognized.
Why? Because the symptoms are often dismissed as
stress, or being run-down, or overactive.

Cardiac physicians and surgeons at McLaren Port Huron
can diagnose and repair or replace heart valves. Don’t
ignore the symptoms – call your physician or cardiologist.

But if you are feeling dizzy or out-of-breath; if you have
chest pain, palpitations or swelling in your abdomen, legs
or feet; or if you feel unusually fatigued; check with your
doctor. These could be signs of a heart valve disorder.

To learn more, go to
www.mclaren.org/phheart

Ed, Port Huron
HEART PATIENT

1221 Pine Grove Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 | (810) 987-5000 | mclaren.org/porthuron
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FERNDALE, Continued from Page 1 school, he mangled his knee and was taken to

Beaumont Hospital, where they had his medical
records waiting because he visited so often – he wasn’t allowed to play football after
that. Once he began high school at Hazel Park, he joined the baseball team and became
the starting shortstop. After making four errors in a single game, Welch was moved to
second base. It wasn’t long before he was finally repositioned to pitcher, where he helped
lead his team to the state finals for Class A schools, although they lost the championship
game. Once Welch finished high school, he had his heart set on being drafted by the
Tigers so he could play for his home team – unfortunately due to his extensive history
with injuries, the only team that offered him a contract was the Chicago Cubs. They
offered him $5,000 in 1974, but because it was such a small sum of money, he opted to
attend college instead.
He was sought after by numerous universities, but decided to remain in his home state
and attend Eastern Michigan University because of the care the staff showed him. His
first year in college he was made a starting pitcher, and by the end of the year, he earned a
spot on the all-league team. Going against his coach’s wishes,
Welch was playing basketball during the offseason when he
mangled the cartilage and ligaments in his knee. Half of the
season was gone before he was healthy enough to return to the
mound during his sophomore year, but he made every second
count. Not only was Bob able to string together a perfect
game against the University of Detroit, but he also threw a
no-hitter against Central Michigan University – by the end
of the season, Welch’s team found their way to the College
World Series, which they lost to Arizona. His impressive end
to the season brought a great deal of recognition for his talent
on the mound, and in the summer heading into his third year
in college, he was selected to play on an all-star team in Japan.
By the time he reached his junior year, he was well on his
way to being drafted into the major leagues, but suddenly his
elbow ruptured. The injury was so extensive that it required
surgery and physical therapy – this was not only a massive blow to his season, but also to
his budding career, as most of the professional teams interested in him prior to his injury
were now nowhere to be found.
Luckily for Welch and the Los Angeles organization, Bob was taken first round in the
1977 MLB draft. As most recent college graduates, Welch’s first stop was a minor league
team – he was sent to AA San Antonio after earning a $55,000 signing bonus. It didn’t
take long for Bob to attract attention after striking out a majority of the batters he faced,
while only walking a select few. His impressive showing finally paid off, and on June
12, 1978, Welch made his major league debut with the L.A. Dodgers at just 21 years old.
During his rookie season, Welch was on the mound both as a starter and a reliever with a
record of 7-4 and an ERA of 2.92. At the end of his first year in the league, Welch found
himself playing in the World Series – little did he know, the series against the New York
Yankees would earn him national attention.
It was game two of the 1978 World Series and Bob Welch was on the mound with
the Dodgers trying to hold on to their 4-3 lead. It was the top of the ninth inning with
two outs and two men on base waiting to score the tying run. The Yankee’s eight-time
all-star Reggie Jackson was making his way to home plate to face the rookie pitcher. In
an exchange that took seven minutes and only nine pitches, Welch fired a high fastball,
which Jackson couldn’t handle. Jackson stormed off toward the dugout while Welch stood
in disbelief – the loss was avoided narrowly, thanks to Welch’s amazing performance.
This game would be one of Welch’s greatest legacies and is still remembered by those
old enough to have watched the game. Jackson was later quoted as saying, “It took a
real competitor and someone who was comfortable in the moment with a history of
delivering. They remember it because it was me striking out. I guess that's a compliment.
But I wish I'd had a few more whacks and then delivered."
While things appeared to be going great for Welch on the diamond, personal struggles
had been creeping up and affecting his life both on and off the field for many years.
Coming from a drinking family, Welch unfortunately inherited addiction at a young age.
Drinking for the first time at a family wedding at the age of 10, by 15 years old, Welch
began getting drunk regularly. As he grew, so did the dependency, extending to drinking
before sporting events he played in. People close to him began to notice a problem once
he was in college. However by the time he entered the major leagues, not only was he
showing up on game day severely intoxicate, he had started to sneak into the dugout
during games to guzzle a quick beer. Soon Welch was drinking all day every day, and
while on the Dodgers’ roster, the team decided enough was enough and scheduled an
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intervention in 1980. The rehab turned his life around and allowed him to enjoy his final
years of life, which most likely wouldn’t have happened if he continued to drink. In order
to share his struggles with the world, he wrote a book titled Five O’Clock Comes Early:
a Ballplayer’s Battle with Alcoholism.
In the 1981 season, the Dodgers had another strong season and return to the post
season. Once again facing the New York Yankees, Welch’s team was able to come out on
top, earning the title of 1981 World Series Champions.
Bob remained on the L.A. Dodgers’ roster until the beginning of the 1988 season,
when he was traded to the Oakland A’s – in his 10-year stay in Los Angeles, Welch had
a record of 115-86 with an ERA of 3.14. The first three years on his new team they were
able to make it to the World Series. In 1989, Oakland played the San Francisco Giants in
the finals and Bob was the third starting pitcher on the roster with a record of 17-8. Game
three was scheduled for October 17; the meeting was cut short because of a 7.1 magnitude
earthquake – the disaster postponed the series for 10 days, which caused Welch to miss
out on his chance to pitch in the finals. Once the games resumed, the Oakland A’s won the
next two games to complete the sweep, becoming the 1989 world champs.
The peak of Welch’s career took place during the 1990 season. With a record of 27-6
and an ERA of 2.95, Welch was awarded the AL Cy Young Award, which is given each
year to the best pitcher in the league – Welch also made history due to his record, making
him the last pitcher in major league history to win 25 or more games in a single season.
Bob’s final year playing in the MLB was in 1994, a season which was cut short due to
a strike within the league. In his 17 years on the mound, Welch boasted an overall record
of 211-146 with 1,969 strikeouts in more than 3,000 innings pitched and a career ERA
of 3.47. After his playing career, Welch remained associated with baseball, serving as the
pitching coach for the Arizona Diamondback, as well as coaching for various universities
and professional teams – after Arizona defeated the Yankees in the 2001 World Series,
he was awarded a championship ring for being part of the winning team’s coaching
staff. While working for Oakland as a pitching coach, tragedy struck on June 9, 2014,
at his home in Seal Beach, California. Welch, age 57, was found in his bathroom dead.
Originally, the cause was thought to be a heart attack, but it was later discovered that
it was due to a broken neck
caused by an accidental fall,
proving that he never did grow
out of being prone to injury.
Fortunately, Welch was able to
see his son Riley be drafted by
the same team he retired from
– the Oakland A’s – before he
passed away.
Tied at number 84 all time
for wins in the MLB history,
Welch was explained as being
one of the greatest competitors
to wear a Dodgers’ uniform by
the clubs’ president. Although
he struggled with alcoholism for a majority of his life, Bob was explained as a nice,
loveable guy by everyone he interacted with and was still able to have a long and
impressive career breaking multiple records, which all started on the community baseball
diamonds of Ferndale.
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Not All Hospice Care Agencies Are Created Equal

Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaison, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

It is important to understand when hospice care is appropriate and to know
what services are available to support patients and their families. Medicare has
established minimum requirements for all accredited providers, but there are
additional considerations that vary widely depending on which company provides
the needed care. Not all agencies are created equal. If your doctor suggests that
it’s time to consider hospice, you have a right to choose your care providers and
it makes sense to compare the choices before making a final decision.
All hospice companies are required to provide an interdisciplinary team of
healthcare professionals to meet the needs of patients in their care. The team
includes a medical director, nurses, hospice aides, social workers, chaplains,
volunteers and bereavement support staff. Other services may include such
things as dietary counseling and physical therapy when appropriate. The
frequency of visits made by the hospice team can vary from one agency to
another. The medications provided, as well as supplies and medical equipment,
are often similar, but some hospice cover the expense of certain items that
others do not.
Many hospitals have their own hospice service and they typically expect
patients to automatically choose them for terminal care. Some doctors may offer
a hospice recommendation, but the choice is ultimately the patient’s alone. Your
primary care physician has the option to manage the plan of care regardless
of whom you choose to provide your hospice services. Patients are entitled to
comfort, respect and dignity as they navigate their end-of-life journey. This is one
of the most important decisions you will have to make, so I encourage you to
interview two or three agencies and choose the one that best meets your needs.
I am available to answer specific questions or provide more detailed information
if requested. Feel free to call Grace Hospice any time at (810) 294-8580.

KINETICO WANTS TO INSPECT YOUR WATER SOFTENER FOR ONLY $39.95!
This complete water softener
courtesy check includes:

• Inspect ANY BRAND water softener
• Test water • Check brine tank
• Check for proper operation • Adjust all settings
*Any required parts and additional labor are not included
in the inspection. Offer valid until 9-30-2017.

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com/drop-location-list for a full list of where to pick up your next copy of ThumbPrint News!
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If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

Today’s Best Music

By David Gillis,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Journey, again, with me to the past as I recall the first day of my third
grade year at Algonac Elementary School, at least as much as I am able to
remember. Maybe you, too, will be able to find in your memories some of
your first days of school each fall.
It’s early morning, much too early, on Tuesday, September 4, 1951. I had
just been encouraged by my mother to “get up and get ready for school.”
Those were not the first words I wanted to hear in the morning, especially
after the restless night I'd had. I thought to myself, “Doesn’t she know
how painful this is for me?”
Summer was far too short, and I realized just how brief it was when I
found myself with my mother and oldest sister downtown in DuLac’s Five
& Dime Store two weeks earlier. We had purchased our school supplies –
pencils, erasers, rulers, paper and other useless stuff I really didn’t want.
It was the beginning of a period of late summer depression for me, and I
had no idea why Mom was so happy. Didn’t she know that in just a few
days we would be gone most of the day? Could she not realize how lonely
she would be with just my baby sister at home? Oh, this was awful!
It seemed as though all my worries during the last two weeks were
replayed as I lay in my bed the night before my mother’s invitation to arise
and prepare for this new year of educational experiences. All I could think
about was how bad it would be.
I was entering third grade and, from what I had been told by others, the
teacher, Mrs. Stark, was really strict, grumpy and even sometimes mean.
She was so serious and would never know that, just because I had a weird
sense of humor, there was no reason not to like me. I just knew she was
not going to like me and I’d be one of the first kids she picked on. Oh, I
just knew I was going to be in trouble all year.
As my early morning thinking continued, my thoughts were of where I
would be placed in the classroom. What if the seating arrangement was

810-824-4523

really dumb and I was too close to the teacher’s desk? What if I had to sit
next to Carl again this year? He kept punching me the year before when
the teacher wasn’t looking. Why couldn’t I sit next to Frances? She was
really cute and would be much better than sitting next to Carl. I thought to
myself, “I’ll bet she would like me if she only knew I existed.”
I had heard Mrs. Stark really gave the kids in her class a lot of homework.
Whoever came up with the idea that school lessons should continue after
you leave the building? That’s really dumb. How do they expect someone
to develop a well-rounded character when their nose is always in books?
That didn’t make sense. Oh, I was really going to be in trouble.
I thought about the possibility of my friends not being here anymore.
Some had been talking about their parents moving to another town. It’s too
hard making new friends. What if no one really liked me and I had no one
to hang out with? Recess was really going to be boring with no friends.
Wouldn’t you just know it, the best period of the school day and I was going
to be on the playground without friends. Now, I thought of rejection.
There’s no avoiding it; I knew I might as well get up and get ready for my
first day in “prison.” Trying to explain to my mother that I have a stomach
ache wasn’t going to work. After all, it hadn't the previous year.
Fast forward a few hours and I had returned home with a book in hand
and a smile on my face. My mother greeted me and my sister at the door,
asking both of us how our first day was. My sister was first to respond
and went on for the longest time explaining how much she enjoyed the day
and how anxious she was for tomorrow to arrive. She was always that
way, which drove her to graduate high school as salutatorian. But, that’s
another story.
Now it was finally my turn. I told my mother how nice I thought Mrs. Stark
was. She placed me in the middle of the classroom right next to Frances,
who had already told me she liked me. I told Mom that Carl did not pass the
second grade and that I wouldn’t have to worry about him punching me this
year. And, all the friends I had last year were still here and we had a great
time at recess. Finally, my homework would only be from one book each
day. Now, I would only have to explain why I couldn’t get my assignment
done for one subject instead of several.
What a difference a day makes! Thank
you Mrs. Stark, wherever you are.
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Keinath Tire & Auto
3680 Range Line Road
Deckerville, MI
Ph 810-376-4836
Fax 810-376-0376

(810) 794-5678 if you see bald-faced hornets!
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BUY NOW!

400 OFF

Do You Hate Cleaning Gutters?
...get GUT TER A RMOR &

NOTICE: T&R Welding in Minden City
is no longer authorized to handle our cylinders or supplies.

Please support Keinath Tire
103 W. Sanilac Avenue
Sandusky, Michigan 48471 and South Park Welding Supplies
Phone: 810-648-9210
Toll Free 800-273-7145
Oldest, Locally-Owned Welding Equipment and Gas Supply Store of St. Clair County

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered into a
drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 16, 2017, one
winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our August contest, we asked our readers to identify what the object
pictured to the left was and for what it was used.
Of all of those submitting the correct answer, John Aramanda of
Roseville, Michigan, was randomly chosen to be entered into the yearend drawing. John identified the object as a vintage fire grenade.
Red Comet was one of the largest manufacturers of carbon
tetracholoride (CTC) fire extinguishers, also called fire grenades. The
glass sphere was filled with CTC and then mounted on walls of homes,
factories or even motor vehicles. It was intended to be removed and hurled
at the base of a fire.
Walking salesmen went door to door selling these fire grenades, using a kit that
provided testimonials from fire departments and fire protection people. Many soldiers
returning home from WWII, who were looking for jobs, were hired by the Red Comet
Company to push their product.
Although CTC was very effective in extinguishing fires, this type of extinguisher
was withdrawn in the 1950s because of the chemical’s toxicity – exposure to high
concentrations damage the nervous system and internal organs. Additionally, when used
on a fire, the heat can convert CTC to phosgene gas,
formerly used as a chemical weapon.
For our September contest, we are asking our readers
to identify what the object pictured to the right was
and for what it was used. Remember, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.

Good luck!

NEVER clean them again!!!
Wholesale Distribution Gutter Guards

STAINLESS STEEL MICRO MESH

WITH LIFETIME NO CLOG GUARANTEE.
– Don’t Buy –

• Reverse Flow Helmets for $30/ft.
• Contractor Spaghetti Strainers that collect debris on top
• Plastic Leaf Filters for $25/ft.

NONE OF THEM WORK - CALL ME
AND I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT DOES!

586-489-0151

Wholesale Distribution | 64155 Van Dyke, Ste. 101, Washington, Michigan

Page 8		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

United Construction

to read online anytime!

September 2017

The 1960s

Specialist in Energy Efficient, Custom Modular & Site-Built Homes

BRIDGEPORT

CRAWLSPACE PLAN

BASEMENT PLAN

1,652 SQ. FT.

3 BEDROOM, 2 FULL BATHS & FIRST-FLOOR LAUNDRY

MODULAR HOMES HAVE COME A LONG WAY.

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Blue Water Cleaning Company
Drywall, Water, Smoke, Fire, Restoration, Painting
34 Years Experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insurance
Work
Welcome

(810)

TOLL FREE (888) 233-3049
Blue Water
Cleaning Company
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery
• Oriental & Area Rugs
• Pet Urine Removal
• Odor Removal
Authorized
Applicator

Carpet Upholstery
Protector

Professional
Uniformed
Technicians

Disaster Restoration

Locally
Owned &
Operated

Janitorial Service
• Office Cleaning
• Tile Refinishing
• Wall Washing
• Bonded & Insured

Water Extraction • Mold Remediation
Sump Pump Overflows • Meth Clean Up

Quality
Scotchgard™

385-2993

TRUCK
MOUNT
SERVICE

Service

Dependable

www.bluewatercleaning.net

Price

2325 10th St. • Port Huron, MI 48060

Veterans
Discount

Residential • Commercial • Serving St. Clair and Sanilac Counties

ACROSS
1. Diamond corners
6. CA's Santa ___ winds
9. At what time?
13. Music to a performer's ears
14. Yes move
15. Eurasian goat-like antelope
16. *"The ____ Burnett Show"
17. Number in a pair
18. #10 Down, pl.
19. *"Beach Party" garb
21. *Kind of 1960s "invasion"
23. Tokyo, pre-1868
24. *Wilder in 1968's "The Producers"
25. "Gross!"
28. 9th letter of Greek alphabet
30. Changes
35. High part of day
37. Narcotics agent
39. Donor recipient
40. Musical finale
41. Imprison
43. Funeral cloth
44. MC Hammer's "Too ____ to Quit" album
46. Command: "At ____!"
47. Popular acronym in education
48. Attractive to look at
50. Clarified butter
52. Greek H
53. Wise old man
55. Beaver's construction
57. *Civil Rights Act of 1964 signee
61. *Six-Day War nation
64. *Maker of "Mouse Trap" board game
65. Elbow rest
67. Exemplary
69. Mosquito - ____ disease
70. "The Old Man and the ____"
71. Ivy Mike, e.g.
72. Son of Aphrodite
73. Expression of doubt
74. Affirmatives

DOWN
1. *Home to "Doctor Who" starting in 1963
2. United ____ Emirates
3. Rani's dress
4. Call forth
5. Forward slashes
6. ____perspirant
7. *Betty Friedan's org.
8. Acrobat maker
9. *Beatles song on "Rubber Soul"
10. Audiophile's praise
11. Shining armor
12. *Crosby, Stills & ____
15. Protection from a sword
20. Nary a soul
22. Ribonucleic acid
24. Waste basket contents
25. *"The Man from ____"
26. Soft and sticky
27. ____podge
29. Wild no more
31. Bests
32. Related on mother's side
33. Find new tenant
34. *Point of origin of Alabama marches
36. Lack of guile
38. *Folsom State Prison visitor
42. Orchestra section
45. Disorderly fight
49. ____-tzu
51. Like a smell of soil
54. Grind teeth
56. Not yes, nor no
57. Be compatible
58. Wafting output
59. Life saver
60. Grannies
61. Allah's cleric
62. "Iliad," e.g.
63. Tart garnish
66. Dream time
68. *"The Munsters" network
Crossword Solution on pg. 30
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

Invasive transitional cell carcinoma (TCC) is the most
common type of cancer diagnosed in the canine bladder. It
stems from the transitional cells that line the urinary bladder.
Urinary bladder cancer accounts for approximately two
percent of all cancers in dogs; however in cats, cancer of the bladder is very rare.
Transitional Cell Carcinoma is most often seen in older, female dogs. TCC can occur
in any breed, but appears to be most common in Scottish Terriers, West Highland white
terriers and Shetland sheepdogs. This cancer often metastasizes or spreads to other
parts of the body, and is therefore considered to be quite aggressive. The causes of
bladder cancer appear to likely be multifactorial.
Many times patients with bladder cancer present with the same symptoms as those
that have a urinary tract infection. These symptoms can include increased frequency
of urination, urinating only in small amounts, painful urination, blood seen in the urine
and incontinence. This can be due the fact that there can be a secondary urinary tract
infection happening at the same time. Initially, the symptoms will seem to improve with
antibiotic therapy, but soon recur. Other symptoms, like straining to defecate, lameness
and the inability to urinate at all can also develop. The complete inability to urinate is a
medical emergency and should be addressed by your veterinarian immediately.
The initial workup for a dog presenting with these symptoms should include a
urinalysis, complete blood work and abdominal imaging that would include radiographs
as well as an ultrasound of the bladder. Ultrasound can often be helpful in seeing the
size and location of the tumor. There is also a test that can be run on a urine sample that
looks for a particular protein that is produced by bladder tumors. However, this test can
be falsely positive if there is inflammation and infection present within the bladder. The
definitive diagnosis for bladder cancer is to submit biopsy samples to a pathologist.
These samples can be taken surgically or can be collected endoscopically. Once a
tumor is identified, then further testing, like chest radiographs, to look for metastasis
and lymph node biopsies of any enlarged nodes would be indicated.
Unfortunately, transitional cell carcinomas usually have become quite large by the
time they are diagnosed, and because of their location in the bladder, they are very
difficult, if not impossible, to completely remove surgically. The most common form
of therapy used is a combination of chemotherapy and a non-steroidal inflammatory
agent called piroxicam. Piroxicam provides strong analgesia and also acts indirectly on
the tumor, achieving shrinkage of the tumor in many cases. Because patients with TCC
are at higher risk for urinary tract infections and it can difficult to diagnose an infection
based on symptoms alone and the fact that being able to collect a sterile urine sample
in a dog with TCC is very difficult, they are often treated with antibiotics as well.
The long-term prognosis for dogs with bladder cancer is generally poor regardless of
therapy. However, with treatment, many dogs can have a better quality of life for a
longer period of time.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you
can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079
Boaters
Welcome

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
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794-5678 if you have yellow jackets!

WELCOMES A NEW
BACTRIAN CAMEL
Submitted By Patricia Janeway
The Detroit Zoo is celebrating the birth of
a female Bactrian camel born July 31, 2017,
to nine-year-old mother Suren and nine-yearold father Rusty. The duo is also the parents of
three-year-old male Humphrey, born at the Zoo
in May, 2014. The new calf, named Rusi, can
be seen in the camel habitat across from the
Horace H. Rackham Memorial Fountain.
“Rusi is finding her footing and is curious
about her new surroundings. Like most
newborns, she spends a lot of time napping and
nursing,” said Scott Carter, chief life sciences
officer for the Detroit Zoological Society
(DZS). “Suren is an attentive mother and is
keeping a close eye on her new little one.”
Camels are born after a gestation period of
12 to 14 months, and a newborn calf is able
to stand and walk alongside its mother in as
little as 30 minutes. Rusi weighed 125 pounds
at birth and currently stands more than four
feet tall on long, slender legs. Her coat is
soft and gray, but will eventually grow thick
and coarse as it changes to a sandy brown. A
camel’s humps are limp at birth, consisting
mostly of skin and hair. When Rusi reaches
about six months old, her humps will become
more defined as they fill with fat.
Contrary to popular belief, camels store fat
– not water – in their humps, providing energy
when food is limited. Bactrian camels have
two humps, compared to dromedary camels,
which have one. The easiest way to remember
this camel trivia is to turn the first letter of the
camel’s name on its side – “B” for Bactrian has
a double hump and “D” for dromedary has a
single hump.
Bactrian camels (Camelus bactrianus)
stand about seven feet tall at the humps and
weigh up to 1,600 pounds when they reach
maturity around age four. They have many
physical adaptations for life in a harsh desert
environment. Their large, two-toed feet are
made to walk across desert sand without
sinking, and two rows
of
long,
thick
eyelashes and narrow,
slit-like nostrils can be
quickly closed to keep
the blowing sand out.
With the ability to
survive in temperatures
ranging from minus 20
degrees to 122 degrees
Fahrenheit, Bactrian
camels are well suited
to Michigan’s climate.
They grow thick winter
coats to withstand cold
temperatures, and in

the summer, their coats shed away in large
clumps, often giving them a ragged, unkempt
appearance.
While the Bactrian camels at the Detroit
Zoo are domestic, wild Bactrian camels are
critically endangered, numbering fewer than a
thousand in Central and East Asia. “On many
days, there are more visitors at the Zoo than
there are wild Bactrian camels in the world,”
Carter said.
The DZS supports the Wild Camel Protection
Foundation, the only charitable environmental
foundation in the world with the exclusive
objective to protect the critically endangered
wild Bactrian camel and its habitat in the Gobi
Desert.
The Detroit Zoological Society – a
renowned leader in education, conservation,
animal welfare and sustainability – operates
the Detroit Zoo and Belle Isle Nature Center.
In recognition of its environmental leadership,
the DZS received the top Green Award from
the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA)
and was named Best-Managed Nonprofit
by Crain’s Detroit Business. The AZA also
recognized the DZS with the International
Conservation Award for its work rescuing
orphaned Grauer’s gorillas in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. With an annual regional
economic impact of more than $100 million, the
Detroit Zoo in Royal Oak is one of Michigan’s
largest paid family attractions, hosting more
than 1.6 million visitors annually. Its 125
acres of award-winning naturalistic habitats
are home to 2,000 animals representing 245
species. The Belle Isle Nature Center sits on
a five-acre site surrounded by undisturbed
forested wetlands on Belle Isle State Park in
Detroit. It provides year-round educational,
recreational and environmental conservation
opportunities for the community. For hours,
prices, directions and other information, call
(248) 541-5717 or visit www.detroitzoo.org.
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direction. In the early morning of August 20, 1852, despite reports
of the weather being favorable aside from the fog, the Ogdensburg
struck the Atlantic at about 2:00 a.m.
As the damage was being assessed, it didn’t take long for the crew of the Atlantic to
realize they didn’t have long before the vessel would slip below the surface. Following
the crash, both ships continued on their route for a short amount of time as if nothing
happened – once the Ogdensburg’s captain realized the extent of the damage to his own
ship, as well as the Atlantic, he turned around to help the passengers. Meanwhile, on
board the Atlantic, mass chaos erupted as passengers were trying to find out what was
happening and escape the sinking ship. Despite the crew trying to keep people calm,
many didn’t understand English, making the rash decision to abandon ship. While many
people were jumping into the water, others were lowering safety boats to load as many
passengers as they could hold. Unfortunately, due to the time the accident took place,
accurate records of that night don’t exist and the only accounts existing are personal
accounts. Although the Ogdensburg was able to save some patrons, many perished
from being trapped in the boat or drowning after jumping into the water. Nearly every
report detailing the tragic night varies in the number of passengers that perished, with
accounts ranging between 130 to as high as 400.
Aside from the mass amount of patrons aboard the Atlantic, the ship was also carrying
many valuable items, such as a safe holding $36,000 belonging to the American
Express Company, which equates to approximately $1.1 million today – a trunk with
$700 was also said to be in the captain’s office. With the substantial wealth still aboard
the sunken ship resting 165 feet below the surface, the Atlantic drew a great deal of
attention from shipwreck hunters. One man who was well known for his unique talents
underwater was Johnny Green from New York. Spending nearly his entire childhood
in the water, Green had the ability to hold his breath for an extended period of time.
This skill made him extremely valuable to anyone looking to recover lost items in the
water, a job that made him a good living. Shortly following the sinking of the Atlantic,
Green was contacted by representatives from the American Express Company to see if
he was interested in recovering the company’s safe. Always up for a challenge, Green
immediately took the job, but the wreck rested at a depth much deeper than anyone
thought to be possible. While the other two divers on board refused to attempt the
descent once the actual distance was revealed, Green quickly dressed in his equipment.
Just before he departed for his descent, the man with the American Express Company
revealed the location of the safe – left side, one deck from the top at the third window
behind the wheelhouse.
Although Green was the only one willing to dive the wreck, his first three attempts
proved to be a disappointment because the air hose exploded the first time, then the air
pumps failed the next two times. During the fourth attempt, Green was finally able to
touch down on the Atlantic, but after a short time the airlines malfunctioned and the
crew returned to Buffalo for repairs. When the team eventually returned to the wreck,
Green was still having trouble keeping his suit inflated under the intense pressure 165
feet below the surface – this caused a great deal of pain in his legs, which forced him to
limit the time underwater to half an hour. With very little progress made on recovering
the safe, the American Express
Company abandoned the project.
Although work ceased for the
time being, once the ship entered
public domain three years after
its sinking, Johnny vowed to
return and finish what he started.
As he waited for the rights to
expire, Green spent some time
in Boston designing new diving
suits, which proved to be a huge
improvement over previously
available gear. Exactly three years
and one day after the Atlantic
went down, Green returned to
the site in August of 1855, as the
contents inside the ship were now
up for grabs. With many years
passing since he dove on the
wreck, the ship shifted positions
and accumulated nearly a foot

September 2017

SHIPWRECK

Continued from Page 1

See SHIPWRECK Page 19

Meet employers looking to hire!

MeetBring
employers
to hire!
resumes & dresslooking
professionally!
professionally!
Bring resumes & dress professionally!
800 Harker St., Port Huron, MI 48060
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11, 2017

Fair Hours 2 pm to 6 pm

2 pm to 3 pm

&

EXCLUSIVE HOUR for veterans, spouses,
dependents, ac�ve military,
and reserve members only.

3 pm to 6 pm OPEN TO EVERYONE

Register Today!

www.careerfair4vets.com
Some services require pre-registra�on
For More Informa�on Call

(810) 989-6945
OPEN during Fall Career Fair
to veterans, spouses, ac�ve military and
reserve members and dependents of all ages.

In Partnership with:

Thumbs Up
To Seniors
MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #45. Be the first to
correctly answer question
#46 and you could win
a J. Clary collector print!

Question #45

What was done with all the
soil removed in the building
of the 363 mile Erie Canal?

Answer to #45:

The soil was piled on the
downhill side to form the
walkway known as the
"towpath".

Maritime Trivia
Question #46

Why are gun salutes fired
in odd numbers, such as
1, 3, 5, 7, etc.?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Sons,

.

Be Seen by over 100,000
potential customers!

By Rita McDonald,

Call
(810) 794-2300
to learn
more!

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

After a year of battling an aggressive form of
cancer, every complication and side effect of intense
chemotherapy and radiation, as well as the spread
of the cancer to multiple sites, Harry landing in
the intensive care unit on life support came as no
surprise to his wife and children. The year had
given them time to grasp the reality of possibly
losing their father. While Harry laid in the ICU bed
with multiple IV lines through which life-saving
medications were infusing, each of his children
were making arrangements to fly home to see their
dad, not knowing if this would be the last time, or
just another scare during the journey of watching
their father battle cancer.
One by one, each of Harry's sons and daughters
came to see him. When all had arrived, they met
together to discuss the plan. They leaned on one another. They encouraged and comforted each other. There
were many tears. This had been a difficult year for them. Not only was their father sick, but multiple other family
members had been experiencing severe health problems. It was evident in the first five minutes of me meeting them,
the past year's events had clearly made them grow closer as a family.
Eventually, all of the family members agreed to support their mother, Harry's wife, in the difficult decision to stop
life support, take her husband off of the ventilator, and pray for the best. They were well aware of the fact that he
would likely only live a couple more days. His lungs were in very bad condition. And Harry was awake and well
aware of what was happening.
Much to everyone's surprise, Harry did very well after having the breathing tube removed. He was weak at first,
only able to whisper. But by the following day, he was doing great, his vital signs were perfect, and he was able to
speak well enough to insist that his team was going to win the Super Bowl the following day. But just to get a smile
from Harry, I insisted MY team, the 49-ers, was going to win. And we shared that rivalry for the next 24 hours.
Harry was very thirsty and I was continuously swabbing his mouth with sponges for moisture, but Harry really
wanted a drink of water. After compromising on giving him some crushed ice, he unfortunately choked on it, and I
was forced to explain to him that he would likely no longer be able to eat, and that the ice had actually "gone down
the wrong pipe." Harry just looked at me, smiled, and said, "Well, at least I got another day with my family." Then
he squeezed my hand and told me that I was wrong about the 49-ers, and that HIS team was going to win the Super
Bowl, and we then shared a little chuckle together.
Not being able to provide even ice chips for Harry was difficult for me. I knew he was going to die soon. He
knew he was going to die soon. There was nothing I could do for him, except laugh about the Super Bowl and
hold his hand. I asked him if there was anything I could do for him, anything I could get for him, and I suggested
a newspaper, or turning on the television to watch the Red Wings’ game. He squeezed my hand really tight, smiled
a half-cocked smile and said to me, "Rita, do you know what I really would like to have?" "What?" I asked. He
then looked me square in the face and said, "I would really just like to see my sons and daughters, and to have a

and

www.sunbursttours.com
,

YOUR Ad here!

®

09/06 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
09/10 - 09/12 Chip Inn Overnight (3 days) $185
09/13 Wed Motor City Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
09/14 Thu Soaring Eagle Casino (pkg $25) Daytrip $32
09/19 Tue Hollywood Daytrip (up to $10 pkg) Daytrip $30
09/20 Wed Greektown Casnio (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
09/21 Thu Brantford Casino (pkg $10) Daytrip $35
09/24 - 09/25 Kewadin (up to $50 pkg) Overnight $99
09/24 Sun Midland Flea Market (Shopping) Daytrip $42
09/26 Tue Firekeepers (pkg $25) Daytrip $32
10/07 Sat Justin Evans Fundraiser (up to $30) Daytrip $35
10/08 - 10/10 Chip Inn Overnight (3 days) $185
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box of Chiclets®."
Not long after that, Harry's wife and all of his grown children arrived,
some with a few of Harry's grandchildren, each of whom insisted that he was
hands down the best grandpa on planet Earth. I made my way in and out of
the room several times to care for Harry. He sat there, looking completely
satisfied surrounded by his wife, sons, daughters and grandchildren. He
didn't have to say a word. I listened to the conversations his children were
having. Two of the daughters were laughing remembering the time their
dad, Harry, had taught them how to waltz in their living room when they
were young. His sons laughed about how fun and exciting it was to share
with their dad when they were about to become fathers. Harry's wife shared
how they had met, and that they had been married for 48 years. Grandsons
talked about how cool it was that their grandpa cheered for them in the
stands at their hockey games. Both daughters teared up as they remembered
sharing with their dad that they were pregnant – each of them with twins!
Harry just sat back and took it all in. He listened to his children remember
fondly their childhood. He listened sweetly as his wife re-told the story of
how they met, fell in love and eventually married. Harry chuckled as his
oldest son told a joke. I drove home that night knowing Harry had gotten
his wish. He may not have been able to enjoy a box of Chiclets®, but he was
surrounded by his wife, his sons and his daughters, and enjoyed his family
probably a little bit differently than he had in the past.
This morning as I greeted Harry in his room, things were different. He
was struggling to breathe, but was very calm and peaceful. It was clear that
he was actively dying. I held his hand, and I told him not to be afraid. I
called his wife to come right away, and promised to stay with him until she
arrived. I asked him if he was afraid. He smiled and said, "No." I reassured
him that his family would be okay, and that he had done a marvelous job
raising good, successful and loving children. But by now, Harry was unable
to respond. He took his last breath, closed his eyes and was gone. It was

to read online anytime!
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very, very peaceful and quiet.
Afterwards, I recalled conversations I'd had over the past few days. There
was one with a friend about saving for retirement, and worried if I'd saved
enough. I'd told another friend I had a coupon for $20 off of a Vera Bradley
bag, and couldn't wait to purchase one in the latest floral pattern. I searched
on the internet for fun vacations to take as I celebrate my 50th birthday this
year. I spent two hours creating a new budget for the year. I'd even spent
an hour cleaning the inside of my five-month-old car.
But, after over-hearing conversations about waltzes daughters learned
from their dads, I remembered MY dad teaching me how to waltz in
my living room. I remembered MY dad attending football and baseball
games for my children. I remembered sweet, simple memories of my own
childhood growing up with MY parents. Soon, my retirement account lost
its importance. My worn out, but still functional Vera Bradley bag seemed
just right, and the two hours I had spent working on a budget became two
hours I could have spent with my family.
As I remember all of the people, whose hands I have had the privilege of
holding as they left this world, I cannot recall anyone asking to have one
last look at their bank statement, or a drive past their half-million dollar
home. I've never heard anyone want to discuss their credentials, their
"stuff", or any other of the myriad of things we find important on a day-today basis. No, I listen to dying people ask for things like, "sons, daughters
and Chiclets®."
As I drove home tonight remembering Harry and his family, I just thought
to myself, "Well, Harry may have missed his last Super Bowl game, but I
bet he's got all the Chiclets® he wants now."
Sometimes I think I have no clue what really matters in life. I think I
"miss it" often. But now and then, God gives us all a little glimpse into what
really matters. It really IS the simple things, like waltzes, grandchildren,
sons, daughters and Chiclets®.

Bring Your Challenges

®

Prudential welcomes
Terry Bennett to St. Clair County.

Helping to protect your assets with insurance. Helping
them build with investments. Now, there’s a reliable
resource for your financial needs nearby.
Contact me today and find out how I can help you.
Terry Bennett
Financial Advisor
Great Lakes Agency
The Prudential Insurance Company of America
3051 Commerce Dr., Suite 2
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Office Phone 810-432-8112 - Cell Phone 810-334-0862
Terry.Bennett@Prudential.com

Insurance issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates. Securities products and
services are issued by Pruco Securities, LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo, the Rock symbol and Bring Your Challenges are
service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc., and its related entities. Offering investment advisory services through Pruco
Securities, LLC (Pruco), doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client
agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco and an agent of
issuing insurance companies. 1-800-201-6690.
0228933-00004-00
D5033
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In Childhood's Happy Hours

Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer
The material for the column was submitted to us by Gerald Nyquist of Macomb,
Michigan. Gerald sent us the information following, which gives the readers background
for the column:
“The poems and accompanying photos, all from 1924, feature three sisters: Eileen,
Geraldine and Lucille (my mother). Lucille was seven years of age at the time the photos
were shot. Eileen and Geraldine were born in New Haven, Macomb County. Lucille was
born in New Baltimore, Macomb County. I was named Gerald after my Aunt Geraldine
because I was born on the day of her wedding, December 28, 1940.
The girl’s parents were Frances and Adolph Reiter. Adolph, for a time, ran the
interurban railroad power house in New Baltimore, during which time the family lived at
35955 Main Street in that city. The setting for the poems and photos is their subsequent
residence at 4695 Lenox Street on the east side of Detroit. (Later, they farmed on Walker
Road in Sanilac County and retired to a home in Port Sanilac.) Their Lenox Street
next-door neighbor shot photos of the girls at play and wrote the corresponding poems.
Unfortunately, his identity is lost to history.”
Geraldine (Reiter) Oliver (1915-2008) and Lucille (Reiter) Nyquist (1916-2005) are
buried in New Baltimore’s Oakwood Cemetery. Eileen (Reiter) Nyquist (1913-1993) is
buried in Troy’s White Chapel Cemetery.
There was a fourth sister, Patricia (Reiter) Albrecht (1925-2016), and two additional
siblings, Adolph and Irene, who died in infancy.”
Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint News the right to publish these poems and
photos. We will be printing them each month until we run out! However, they will not
necessarily be used in the order in which they were written.

BOYS AND GIRLS
" Girls will be girls " -- " Boys will be boys " -Such things you've often told them .
Girls can be boys ,-- and fine ones , too ,-To prove it ,-- here behold them .
The difference 'twixt boys and girls
For no explanation calls.
The girls , you see , are wearing skirts ,-The boys wear overalls .
There was an errand to be run .
"Oh, Jerry !" Mother cried .
We saw a flash of overalls
With Geraldine inside !

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • www.abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

We Can Rid Your Home
of Fleas & Ticks

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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Making homes beautiful and accessible for Blue Water seniors for over 12 years!

Luxury
y
FALL
Bath SAVINGS

Now Through Sept. 30th
Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

Walk-In Showers

50 Off
%

• Total Bathroom
Remodeling From
Start to Finish
• One -Day Bath
Re modeling
• Full Line of Safety
& Accessibility
Products
• No Mess
• No Demolition

Labor for

Mobility
Products

See store for details. Expires 9/30/2017

Walk-In Tubs

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810.385 .1700
1.800.ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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ThumbPrint News would like to know a little more about you!

Survey entries from January 2016 to November 30, 2017, will be used in drawing.

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI 48001

By visiting our website and taking a brief survey, you can help us cater to YOU, the readers, better!

Your feedback is greatly appreciated!
To complete the survey, visit

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/Reader-Survey
and you’ll be entered to win 2 FREE tickets to the

14th Annual

History of the
Christmas Tree Walk
Each night from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Shuttle runs every 10-15 min. and the last shuttle leaves for the home at 8:00 p.m. Self-Guided Walking Tour Takes Approximately One Hour.

Discounted Tickets Available

DON’T FLUSH AND FORGET!

July 1 - November 30!

$

12 per adult and $6 for children
(ages 2-15) children under 2 are free

Starting December 1st, tickets will be $15 per adult & $8 for children.

For more information & to order tickets call ThumbPrint News at (810) 794-2300
Tickets are also available for purchase at Foxfire Fixin’s Restaurant,
located at 7200 River Road in Marine City, MI - (810) 765-9255

For a sneak peak, visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com
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AA multiservice
multiservice company
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that you
you can
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www.abcbees.com
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ThumbPrint News has been traveling all over the world!
It has been taken by our faithful readers to all seven
continents, many different countries, and to all of our 50
states!
This month one of the two photos Craig Tylenda sent of
ThumbPrint News in Oregon is being featured. Here is what
Craig had to say about the photos:

Interesti
Oregon Fancgts

• Oregon is the on
ly state that has
an official state nu
t – the hazelnut,
also known as th
e filbert.
• Eugene, Orego
n was the first ci
ty
to have one-way
streets.
• In 1905, the long
est log cabin in
the world was bu
ilt in Portland to
honor the Lewis
and Clark
expedition. It tra
gically burned
down in a 1965
fire.

Greetings,
I understand that you were seeking a photo of
someone with ThumbPrint News in Oregon. I've
attached two pictures of myself standing along the
Willamette River in downtown Portland.You can see Mt.
Hood in the background.
Sincerely,
Craig Tylenda
If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you to any place in
the world, including places where it has already traveled,
and you would like to share your photo(s), we would love to
see them. Please include a short paragraph about where
the newspaper has traveled, include your name and
address, and send it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. It
may take a while for your photo(s) to appear, but we
guarantee that we will use them in a future edition and will
send you a complimentary copy of the paper at that time.

(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!

1

On this day
in 1894,
by an act of
Congress, Labor Day
is declared a
national holiday.

2

On this day in
1970, NASA
cancels two
planned missions
to the moon.

4

On this day
in 1881,
the Edison
electric lighting
system goes into
operation as a
generator serving 85
paying customers is
switched on.

5

6

7

8

9

10

On this day
in 2007,
Nawaz Sharif,
former prime
minister of Pakistan,
returns after seven
years in exile,
following a military
coup in October
1999.

11

On this day in
2007, Russia
detonates a
nano-bomb; dubbed
the “Father of All
Bombs,” it is the
largest non-nuclear
weapon developed
to date.

12

13

On this day
in 1789,
guardsmen in
Orleans, France,
open fire on rioters
trying to loot
bakeries, killing 90.

14

15

16

17

On this day
in 1916,
Germany’s
“Red Baron,”
Manfred von
Richthofen, wins his
first aerial combat.

18

19

20

21

22

On this day
in 1869, the
Cincinnati
Red Stockings, the
first professional
baseball team, arrives
in San Francisco after
a rollicking, barnstorming tour
of the West.

23

24

this day in
this day in
25 On1909,
26 On1937,
the
Bessie 27

28

29

30

On this day
in 1942,
Frank Sinatra
begins his
successful
solo
career.

On this day
in 1929, the
first flight
using only
instruments is
completed by U.S.
Army pilot James
Doolittle.

On this day in
1793, George
Washington
lays the foundation
stone for the U.S.
Capitol.

first National
Aeronautic Show
opens at Madison
Square
Garden.

On this day
in 1958,
Martin Luther
King Jr. is arrested
in an Alabama
protest for loitering
and fined $14
for refusing to
obey police.
On this day
in 1959,
TV show
Bonanza
premieres on NBC.

On this day
in 1783, the
first hot-air
balloon is sent aloft
in Versailles, France,
with animal
passengers,
including a sheep, a
rooster and a duck.

Smith, known
as the “Empress
of the Blues”, dies
in a car crash in
Mississippi.

On this day
in 1936,
aviator Beryl
Markham flies the
first east-to-west
solo flight by a
woman across the
Atlantic Ocean.

On this day
in 1519,
Ferdinand
Magellan embarks
from Spain on
a voyage to
circumnavigate
the world.

On this day
in 1950,
U.S. Army
and Marine troops
liberate Seoul,
South Korea.

On this day in
1965, the Pro
Football Hall
of Fame opens in
Canton, Ohio.

On this day
in 1960, Iraq,
Iran, Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia
form OPEC.

On this day
in 1673,
James
Needham returns
to Virginia after
exploring the land
to the west, which
would become
Tennessee.

On this day
in 1904, a
woman is
placed under arrest
for smoking a
cigarette on New
York’s Fifth Avenue.

5

$ 00
810-841-1428

OFF

with $10
Purchase

Limit one per customer
must have this ad

On this day
in 1906,
Robert Turner
invents the
automatic
typewriter
return carriage.

On this day
in 1862,
Confederates
capture Harpers
Ferry, securing the
rear of Robert E.
Lee’s forces in
Maryland.

On this day
in 1966,
Chevrolet
introduces the
Camaro, which
became an iconic
car.

On this day
in 1850,
California, in
the midst of a gold
rush, enters the
Union as the 31st
state.

On this day
in1810, a
revolution for
independence
breaks out in
Mexico.

On this day
in 1954,
East German
police arrest
400 citizens
as U.S. spies.

On this day
in 1960,
fifteen
African nations
are admitted
to the United
Nations.

Grown, Picked and Sold
Right on our Family Farm

5367 Marine City Hwy., Cottrellville, MI 48039
MARSH RD.

3
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MARINE CITY HIGHWAY
(26 MILE RD.)

HERE WE ARE!

KING RD.
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Bike Night
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Tender and Juicy!

Serving Genuine
Broaster Chicken®

Chicken Perfected!
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FUN WEEKL

MON
- THURS 7:30 AM - 10 PM
Breakfast served until 11 am - Kitchen closes at 9 pm
FRI 7:30 AM - 12 AM
Breakfast served until 11 am - Kitchen closes at 10 pm
SAT 7 AM - 12 AM
Breakfast served until 12 pm - Kitchen closes at 10 pm
SUN 7 AM - 10 PM
Breakfast served until 2 pm - Kitchen closes at 9 pm
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI

BLUE WATER

METH
CLEAN UP

Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS

CERTIFICATION
# 989810

Since 1983
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September 2017

The summer real estate market has remained strong throughout Michigan. Home sales in Michigan
are creating a seller’s market across the board with the average home priced under $300K and holding
a nearly 2.5 months’ supply. 2017 has seen a cool down for the luxury market. As the luxury inventory
continues to rise, homes are staying on the market longer.
Inventory levels have increased slightly since the spring and are forecasted to do so throughout the
summer. However, compared to last year the number of homes on the market has declined. According to
REALCOMP, across Southeast Michigan, there were 32.4% fewer homes listed in June than there were
last year.
On the transaction side of things, average sales prices are also continuing to rise. Inventory plays a big
part when analyzing the price increase. Also, the foreclosure business can play a part in determining our
average sales price. Michigan currently ranks 40th in home foreclosures nationally. During the recession
Michigan would often rank in the top five.
Many areas of Southeast Michigan have seen an average days-on-market of 35 days or less. While in
West Michigan, near Grand Rapids, homes are averaging 24 days on the market. Buyers are learning that
they need to act quickly, as competition is intense.
All current indications are for a healthy market place. Most economic indicators are positive, building
permits are up, and the labor market remains positive. The Fed left the fed funds rate unchanged at its
July meeting, and we may not see another rate increase until late fourth quarter.

A Mixture of things, a Collection and an Assortment…
POTPOURRI 		

We hope to periodically present a wide variety of information that we have generated over our years
as Realtors℠. As always, consult your licensed contractors and representative as needed for individual
situations.
Buyer Regrets: Not Buying a Larger Home – Trulia’s 2017 Real Estate Regrets survey finds that
33% of homeowners wish they had chosen a larger home.
Bedrooms, School Needs – Only need two bedrooms, no school needs? Even if these items are not
a personal concern, consider these factors when buying as they do affect the future resale value of
your home.
Opening and Closing Air Vents/Ducts – Adjust your vents seasonally to maximize your heating and
cooling needs. Close lower level vents in the summer to push cold air from your air conditioner up
and let it fall down to cool lower levels. Since heat rises, open lower level vents in winter to allow
hot air to rise up through your home. Adjusting the dampers on the ductwork itself is more efficient
than closing a room vent.
Cold Water in Garbage Disposals – Always use cold water when running the disposal. If you use
hot water, fats and solids dissolve at the sink but then congeal down in your system. Cold water
hardens the fats and lets them grind and flush more efficiently.
Garbage Disposals and Septic Systems – Moving out to the country? Garbage disposals and septic
systems may not be a good match. Consult your septic professional for periodic septic field checks
and a list of items not to be put in your disposal because they do not decompose well and may clog
the system (e.g., cooking fats, coffee grounds, egg shells, etc.) and require more frequent service
and repairs.
Silverware in the Dishwasher – Handles up or down? Controversial, yes. Our vote: load handles
up, an
utensil
side down
to protect
hands
the cleanliness
eatingafter
or cutting
portions
I forgot to put
expiration
on the
coupon.
Canand
wemaintain
add? "before
Sept 22,of2017!"
Call for
details
after washing. Mix knives, forks and
spoons so they don’t nest during the
washing process.

If you spot these villians,

Call Us

ABC
Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!
abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured

Editor’s Note:
Don and Barbara
Alcorn are Realtors℠ serving Macomb,
St. Clair and Oakland Counties &
the Grosse Pointes, and are part of
an international network of realtors.
They are affiliated with Coldwell
Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach
Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or
(810) 278-6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or
balcorn@cbwm.com.

For Details Call
before Sept. 22, 2017!

Eileen Simons

TOLL FREE: 888-501-7085 X108
DIRECT: 586-260-9806
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of mud. After diving
multiple times in the
next few days, he slowly made progress
feeling around the ship because of lack of
light. On August 23, Green finally found
the third window behind the wheelhouse,
and after reaching through the opening, he
finally found the item eluding him for years.
Green soon resurfaced to retrieve a crowbar
and a saw to remove a section of the window
so the safe would fit through the hole. The
next time he returned to the deck he cut out
the window and pulled the safe out of the
room and onto the deck leaving it between
the cabin and the railing. Surfacing once
again to retrieve hooks to raise the safe,
Green only made it a few seconds before
he collapsed in intense pain. Green was
experiencing an extreme case of the bends,
which rendered him unconscious and nearly
completely paralyzed. (The bends are
caused from diving too deep or ascending
too fast.) He was rushed to a hospital in Port
Dover, where the doctors didn’t think he
would survive. Once he stabilized slightly,
he was transferred to Buffalo for further
care.
While in the hospital, nurses reported that he was constantly rambling about a third
window after the wheelhouse, but because no one aside from himself knew what that
meant, they assumed it was gibberish. Near the end of September, Green was finally
sent home where he was on bed rest for five months. A few weeks later he was finally
able to make the slightest movement, and it wasn’t until that summer that he was able
to walk a short distance with crutches. Although he wasn’t able to dive himself, Green
hired two divers who were said to be fearless underwater and set out for the Atlantic’s
final resting place in the summer of 1856. As they neared their destination, he realized
that the marker he put out just under the surface to pinpoint the safe was gone. He
knew immediately something was wrong and ordered the divers to dress for descent,
but they soon became timid of the great depth – despite still being partially crippled,
Green dressed for the dive and entered the water. Once he reached the ship, he quickly
discovered the safe was gone, but continued on to the captain’s office in hopes to find
the other riches despite being in such excruciating pain he was forced to crawl. Once he
came to the devastating realization that the $700 from the captain's office was gone as
well, Green returned to the surface where the bends once again immobilized his body.
He was rushed straight to Buffalo to be treated – he soon learned of news that would
haunt him for the rest of his life – the wealth from the Atlantic was recovered by Elliot
P. Harrington the same day Green set out to retrieve it.
When the safe finally reached the surface, the divers discovered six gold watches,
$5,000 in gold coins, as well as $31,000 in cash. The salvage team did fail to list some
other items that were said to be in the safe, such as bonds and a United States Treasury
warrant worth $10,000, which was dated just 10 days before the tragic sinking. For
the team’s work bringing the safe to the surface, the American Express Company gave
each of them a portion of the gold and $2,000 – it is said that Harrington lost a large
portion of his payday when
he tried to dry the money in
a stove. After reviewing the
report, Green found many
discrepancies in Harrington’s
report, such as experiencing
total darkness where he
found the safe and there
being no mention of the trunk
in the captain’s office. As
time passed, the topic of the
Atlantic was overshadowed
by other current events despite
many questions remaining

SHIPWRECK

Continued from Page 10

(810) 794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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unanswered.
Since 1983
B LU E WAT E R
In
recent
years, thanks to
advancements in
RESTORATION
technology
and
diving equipment,
shipwreck hunters
rediscovered the
Atlantic
after
being lost in time.
The wreck is said
to be in amazing
shape with its
paddle wheels and
middle deck still
intact, but unfortunately the upper deck has collapsed – one reason the ship didn’t
break in half on the way to the bottom was because it was longer than the water was
deep, allowing it to slowly settle on the lakebed. When divers went down to investigate
the ship, it was discovered that books on the boat were still legible after nearly 150
years underwater. After interest in the Atlantic resurfaced, many different rumors about
what remained in the wreck began spreading. One of the most disputed claims was
that the Atlantic was actually a floating casino, but historians say there is no proof of
this. Despite the skepticism, the Mar Dive Salvage Corporation believes the ship still
holds $60 million in gold coins, which caught the attention of many shipwreck hunters.
While the group said they’re not looking for a treasure chest, they do believe there are
countless little collections of gold and valuables. The reason for this belief is because
most immigrants aboard the Atlantic sold all of their belongings and often cashed it in
for gold to purchase land where they planned to settle.
Whether or not the Atlantic still holds great riches from long lost passengers depends
on who you ask, but despite some doubt, many people have been diving down to its
final resting place for more than 160 years, some of whom were never able to escape
the great depth of Lake Erie.

MOLD

Eliminates high
heating bills.
Up to

650

$

*

Instant Rebate

The Classic Edge is the perfect combination
of performance and value

Easy to operate and easy to maintain
clean-burning
Stainless models available, ask about
our Titanium Series

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
Outdoor Wood Furnace
outdoor furnace models, available at participating dealers
only. Savings shown is on an Classic Edge 750 Titanium Series.
See dealer for details.

CentralBoiler.com
16-3003
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10% off Full-Year

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

SUPER MAINTENANCE PLAN!*
HEATING &
Commercial & Residential
COOLING, INC. Immediate Service
Since 1993

within 4 hours or
less in most cases!

$200 off Installations
on new equipment*
WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

Financing
Available

On Call and After Hours
Emergency Service

1-800-770-9903

1-586-727-7753
www.superiorheatcoolgeo.com

F all C leanup

ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
15 to 50 Feet
PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ

11000

$

8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI 48063
*Not to be combined with other offers.

Melanie Duquesnel

When summer starts to fade and autumn comes rolling in, it’s common to start thinking
about all of the home repairs and cleanup projects that need to done before the first frost hits
your yard. While some of you may decide to do the majority of cleanup yourself, there are
still some tasks that may require outside help.
Unfortunately, when it comes to hiring outside contractors, consumers have to be very
vigilant in finding a credible business, so it is important to do your research. BBB offers the
following advice to help consumers find a trustworthy landscaper or company to help with
all of your fall needs.
Know what you want. Lawn care and landscaping companies provide many services,
so it is important to decide what services and products are appropriate for your needs
and budget. What do you want the yard, patio or deck to look like when the job is
complete?
Ask around. Ask friends and family what lawn care companies they use. If you’re
considering a major project like a deck or patio, ask friends if you can see their projects
and ask how it was to work with the contractor.
Check the company out with BBB at www.bbb.org. BBB Business Profiles provide
important background on businesses, such as how long they’ve been in business, who
owns them and how they resolve complaints.
Ask for an inspection and free estimate. Lawn care companies that quote a price without
seeing your lawn cannot be sure what you need. A landscaper will need to measure the
area where the patio or deck will go and consider access to the yard. Quality companies
will offer an estimate only after they see what they are working with.
Request a written contract. A contract should clearly state the services you will receive,
as well as how you will pay for it. If you are contracting for a recurring service, it
should state how often the company will mow your lawn and when you will be billed.
Remember the rule of thirds. If you’re getting a new patio, deck or major landscaping,
consider paying a third of the contract amount to secure the contract, a third when
the work is half done and the final third only after the job is completed and you are
satisfied with the work.
Partner with Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
for all your landscaping needs. Our resources will connect you with credible, trusted lawn
care providers, give you the free tools and information you need to recognize scammers and
keep yourself safe when hiring someone to work on your home.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer
education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
Two old timers were quietly sitting in their boat fishing. All of a sudden Elmer
says, “I’m thinking about divorcing my wife Eleanor – she hasn’t spoken to
me in two months.” His buddy Earl takes a long, slow sip of tea and replies,
“Better think it over … women like that are hard to find.”
While everyone within intimate relationship can appreciate the sounds of
silence and the space it can bring … the above example might even be extreme
for the most stoic of couples! Communication after all is quintessential. It is
one of the most important needs, and is born within the first level of relationship
growth. And when there is meshing, it can lead to the building of another
bedrock need: friendship. For most of us, these basic needs are planted during
the initial stages of dating. So if you are in the courtship phase (and even if
you’re not), pay particular attention to what makes these two needs so special:
1. Communication initiates the need for understanding and being understood.
It begins the process of sharing information and getting to know your potential
partner better. Exchanging your thoughts and feelings through the basic
skills of conveyance and listening, as well as reading between the lines, is the
fundamentals basis of communication. This two-way interaction is the element
that invites dialogue, and also builds a bridge toward higher understanding.
You begin to see how the two of you relate and interact, and what kinds of
dynamics are generated as a result. Generally, your first communications
will be more superficial, things like ideas, events, and peripheral thoughts.
Exchanges concerning your feelings and inner thoughts will develop, but will
be proportionate to the confidence level you have regarding how poised the
relationship is to advance. Non-verbal communication and interpretation is
critical at all relationship levels, and this one is no different. Many times, what
is not said may speak louder than the words actually spoken. Often, because the
relationship is new, there will be hesitation to share awkward information and
feelings. Having the ability and intuition to pick up on unspoken communication
signals such as body language, facial expressions, and the energy being radiated
are very positive skills to better interpret what is said when words become
silent.
Words can be presented in a million ways. But they don’t mean a whole lot if
they aren’t connected to honesty. Honesty is truly at the heart of communication,
since without it, words aren’t truly attached to the source. And when it comes
to relationship, who wants to be dealing with smoke and mirrors! Honesty
also reflects reality … not necessarily just what we want to see. If potential
concerns, issues, or problems aren’t honestly aired, then how can they be
addressed and resolved? It is only by being upfront that a relationship can
be candidly evaluated and that true progress can be made. All new and old
relationships will have glitches and rough spots. They are not to be avoided for
the sake of convenience or of always trying to show our best side (typical for
new couples). For in the end, time has a way of dissolving our mirages, and
reality is what we eventually end up with anyway. Embrace honesty and all of
its valuable consequences!
2. Friendship is the critical building block that precedes love, and represents
your need for relationship. If your new relationship interests and attractions
develop and escalate, you begin spending more time doing things together.
These activities usually include some of the typical dating scenarios such as
seeing a movie, concerts, having lunch or dinner, shopping, car drives, etc.
This initial companionship provides a non-threatening format for further
exploration of each other’s dynamics and glimpses into a potential future
together. Friendship occurs when the shell and superficiality of companionship
starts cracking and peeling and portions of your innermost self become visible.
You begin to feel at ease sharing thoughts and emotions that you normally hold

.
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By John Vincent Senkus,

Located at: Knights of Columbus Grounds
11541 21 Mile Road, Shelby Twp., MI
www.UticaAntiques.com / 586.254.3495
close. A comfort level develops being around your potential partner, and you
look forward to spending more time with them. The importance of a strong and
deep friendship with your partner cannot be overstated – for it will provide a
lifetime buffer and cushion for the trials and tribulations that ultimately develop
if the relationship advances. After all, the basis of friendship is seeing the good
in your partner, being an ally in developing their potential, and looking out for
them – especially when they “get in their own way”. This is when friendship
is needed the most.
Unfortunately, seeing the value and key ingredients of a deep bonded
friendship can sometimes get overshadowed by the adrenaline rush of dating.
There is more time and attention spent on the newness of doing different things
and of being attracted to the differences of your potential partner. The focus
tends to be more on the here and now. But, unless you are into serial dating …
now is the perfect time to begin evaluating if the essential components for a long
lasting friendship are there. Is there an alignment and balance of core values
and beliefs? What about common interests and sameness? Don’t overlook this
area! While differences are important and can generate excitement, it is those
characteristics that you both share that bring safety, security, and stability into
the fold. All common denominators for a long lasting partnership. Remember,
friendship is the fuel that will help sustain the relationship after the newness
runs out of gas.
Young or old, dating has no guarantees. Even the wisdom gained from
previous relationship experiences can seem to slip through your fingers like
water. That is why it is so especially important to nurture and cultivate the art
of communication and friendship. After all, these are two of the deepest and
strongest pillars of which to build your new (and old) relationship upon. Who
knows, maybe even Elmer will have a change of heart!
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any questions
or comments, please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will examine the detrimental relationship effects of
limiting beliefs.
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#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Never Lose Power!

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

A Name You Can Trust

Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”
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1-800-400-8941
www.budgetgenerators.net
www.generac.com
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Alpena: 989.356.2191
St. Clair: 810.329.4613

Call for more details.

YOUR HOMETOWN, FULL SERVICE DELI
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Even though it is September, it is still
summer to me! I literally reflect on every
day of the summer months; I try not to let a
day go by that I don’t notice the date on the
calendar and keep reminding myself that it
is still glorious summertime. This extends
my warm weather mindset. When the cold
weather hits, our long winter doesn’t seem
as long.
This summer has been a great one again.
I am at the point in my life that my kids are
starting to make it up to the cottage less and
less, maybe once or twice a season – if I can
convince and guarantee them that they will
have a good time! If I mention that I need
help moving something heavy or throwing on
a coat of paint on a wall, I will hear crickets
chirping…in the kitchen…along with blank
stares!
While this had bothered me a year ago,
I do understand the feelings and thoughts
going on with them as to why they pass on
joining me at our cottage. They are at the age
of being young adults and mid-teens. But
when they do come up, it is as if I won the
lottery!
I remember being at that age when my

father had a summer place in Coldwater, near
the southern Michigan border on Coldwater
Lake. As a kid around ages nine to 13 that
place was what held my thoughts during
the winter months. I couldn’t wait to swim,
fish, stay up late, go boating, get sunburned,
chase frogs and just make great memories
with my family. Then came the time in my life
that I started driving and looking forward to
graduating from high school. I slowly began
to lose interest in going to our summer place
so I could spend time with my friends, drive
around, find a job and eventually branch out
in the world.
My dad asked us girls if we wanted him to
sell the place when my sister and I were that
age. We were given the option to have him
keep it in the family for us as we got older or
to put it up for sale and we could travel more
on our vacations. We opted for the “For Sale”
sign. Had I only known then what I know now.
So, I find myself at the age with young
adult kids in the stage that I once was in. My
priorities were so far away from a relaxing
getaway surrounded by nature, good friends
and family. It has all come full circle for me!
One question I will not be asking my kids
anytime soon is, “Should I sell it or keep it”?
Enjoy the late summer, ThumbPrint News
readers!
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By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
September, if you think about it, could be considered the other “New Year’s”
– a “do over time” for all of us. For example, countless students of all ages are
heading back to school with a fresh academic slate. This is especially important
for students whose last report cards were, well...gray. So the day after Labor Day
is a day to move forward.
The classroom however, isn’t the only place to move forward. The jewelry
store is another place. Years ago, I was dating Robert. And just when the thought
of building a life together began circling, the sky fell. A persistent cough sent
Robert to the doctor who discovered that Robert had Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. It
was stage one and we felt relief hearing that – a winnable battle. After months
of radiation and doctor appointments, we got the all clear. In other words, we
got the green light to start planning our future. But, fourteen months later we got
the news that this time it was stage four. Any ideas we had about our future were
now a no-go. Or were they?
Robert endured eight months of chemo treatments, multiple surgeries and too
many more minor hurdles to list. Anybody, any family, who has had to face such
a ginormous challenge, knows that frustrating setbacks are inescapable.
For instance, there were times when Robert could not get chemo because his
blood count was off. With no chemo, all I could think was that the cancer was
gaining ground. Finally, after days of tormenting ourselves, we decided to fight
the panic by planning – to move forward, even though our future was uncertain.
So we went to a few jewelry stores to look at engagement rings. Even though it
felt like we were pretending at times, there were moments we knew that the shiny
object on my finger represented our future. As Robert plowed through more and
more treatments, and each time worry tried to win the day, we did something to
plan our future. We forced ourselves forward, even when we didn’t have the
energy to move.
My friends, Valerie and Justin, know exactly what I’m talking about. They
are the quintessential couple that you see on House Hunters. They’ve been
married a few years, just bought a home, and now are expecting their daughter,
Gabriella. Recently, I stopped by their house to drop off presents for the new
house and Gabby and we talked about their future – their tentative future. Just
like Robert’s MRI scans knocked the wind out of us, Gabby’s ultrasounds are
making it difficult for the new parents to breathe. It’s a situation where it will
be hard, maybe impossible, for their little girl to crawl or even make a mud pie.
Their daydreams of that “perfect” future with Gabby faded just like mine and
Robert’s did years ago. So what to do? With admiration I tell you, they painted
Gabby’s nursery and planned a baby shower. Their baby’s party is the official
celebration kickstarting their family’s future. In Gabby’s honor, they took that
big leap forward, despite the medical scans. But, still, there are days when trying
to move forward can feel impossible.
Thankfully, as it has done countless times before, The Oprah Winfrey Show
provided perspective. During that uncertain time with Robert, I caught an
interview Oprah did with women who survived a rape. One of them described
her path to recovery like walking across a football field that was covered in waist
high mud. Every step was hard. Every step was slow. But, every step was a step
forward.
Really though, what is our choice when facing heartbreak? We can stay stuck
by our new reality, a hostage of sorts. Or we can take the reins, even if it’s just
for a little while, to bravely start molding something new. A personal warning:
that first step is awful; it’s hard and it hurts. But that’s just the first step; okay,
you got me – the first 20 steps are no trip to the Dairy Queen. But, the truth is, as
you move across that awful field of mud, it gets easier. Determination will power
your progress, you’ll see. And before you know it, you’ll be at a jewelry store,
opening presents at a baby shower or some other bright land. And best of all, I
wouldn’t be surprised to hear about Gabby’s first word: “Onward”.
You can reach Patricia at the email address pckubic@gmail.com.

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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QUALITY
FOR LESS

www.huronmodularhomes.com

MODELS
ON DISPLAY

Call Roger for Details!

AT 4269 DOVE RD.
PORT HURON, MI
1/2 MILE EAST OF
RANGE RD. AND I-94

ROGER HAMILL, PRESIDENT

810-385-5400

roger@huronmodularhomes.com

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!

NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS

Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

SINCE

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

ALGONAC

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

810-794-5517
FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

ThumbPrint News
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

Never Miss an Issue!
Home Delivery
only $2 per issue

Subscribe NOW
call (810) 794-2300
to advertise with us!

Residential & Commercial
Truckmount Steam Cleaning

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

KINDE, MI

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

Anchor
Glass and
Screen II, LLC

CARPET CLEANING
Home & Commercial Services

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

Carpet • Tile • Rugs • Upholstery
Emergency Water Extractions

ABC

1946

PRODUCTS

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK

(586) 725-7107
Ed Bickley

fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Highway
Fair Haven, MI 48023

Doors •
Windows •
Screen Repair •
Shower Doors •
Insulated Glass •
Custom Mirrors •

A multiservice company
that you can trust!
abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

CHIIMNEY CLEANING
YOU DECIDE
THIS

or

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

THIS

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

have your business seen
by Thousands of readers!
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(810) 794-5678 to prevent ticks!
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Here is the copy of my new business card. You don't have to use the words "planters, dish gardens and personalized gift baskets" Or "will gladly t
RUST CONTROL
Basically I just want our
6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Name: Garden of Peace Florist and Gifts
Lexington, MI 48450
Address 602 S. Market st, Marine City MI
Phone # 810-420-0751
(810) 359-7880
Email
gardenofpeaceflorist.com
Hours Mon-Sat 10 am- 6 pm

krown.com

tribute to

Serving St. Clair County since 1999

Specializing in Stone Driveways
Message Fresh and silk arrangements
for all occasionshank williams sr.
performed by tribute artist
• Crushed Wedding Specialist
• Peastone
Concrete We deliver and wire orders • Sand
alvin Anders
&

E

L

• Fill Dirt
• Topsoil
SUNDAY,
Trucking
• Limestone
• Rock
DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM
But
most
of
all
I
want
something
about
our
promotion
we
are
doing.
• Mulch
• 10A
SHOW 7:00PM
Smiths Creek, MI
SEPT. 17
•How
Gravelever you can do this will be awesome.
• StoneI'm sure you will do a nice job.
(Septic Stone)

Thank you for your help.
FREE ESTIMATES
- Licensed & Insured - MDOT Drug Tested
Marcella
Adams
lottapots48224@yahoo.com
Emil
Bandurowicz, Owner
810-650-8160
810-877-8654

Joe - Fix - It

the back of my business card
Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

Contractor quality,
the front of the business
card.
handyman
prices.

Senior Discounts!

OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057

$20/PERSON OR $140/TABLE FOR 8
LAPEER AREA ELK’S LODGE #2567
200 E. NEPESSING ST., LAPEER

RSVP GARY DIXON AT (810) 441-9075

Garden of Peace Florist and Gifts

810-420-0751
Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm

Fresh and Silk Arrangements
For All Occasions!
Wedding Specialist

Earn PETAL POINTS!
1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase

We Deliver and Wire Orders

gardenofpeaceflorist.com

602 S. Market St., Marine City, MI

Anchor
Bay
Scuba
Inc.
586-725-1991

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

Call Now to set up
your treatment.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

EXISTING
CUSTOMERS
RECEIVE
$10 OFF
FOR EACH
PAID
REFERRAL

ABC Home & Commercial Services
794-5678
SPIDER/WASP CallTo(877)
Set Up an
or MOSQUITO Appointment Today
TREATMENT *
ASK ABOUT OUR
GROUP DISCOUNT!
*some restrictions apply
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Help Wanted

SHELBY TOWNSHIP: Client
Services Assistant, the primary
For Sale
OAK DINING ROOM TABLE, 6 chairs

with white seats, 3 leaves, good condition,
$150. Call (586) 725-6913 after 5:30 p.m.
HOUSE FOR SALE, Fish Point State
Wildlife Area on Saginaw Bay. Vacation
Home or live year round. Duck, Deer
Hunting and Fishing. 2 bed cabin fully
furnished + Bunk house. Sleeps total
8. Canal Access w/dock space. Several
Updates. Asking $79,900. Call Gloria at
Deed Realtors (586) 531-1247.

REDUCED BY $30,000!
FOR SALE! YOU FINISH – BRICK
HOME, prime Macomb Twp. 80% of

renovations completed. Situated on (+/-)
2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th
bedroom and 3rd bathroom. You install
(new, already purchased): cherry kitchen
cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior
doors, trims, etc. Reduced by $30,000 to
$139,900 firm for quick sale.
Call (586) 306-9440.
HOSPITAL BED, full function head and
foot. Low 12", high 20". Call (586) 716-7972.
TOTALLY REMODELED, 3-bedroom,
1.5-bath, Ranch, 2-car attached garage.
120' x 100' corner lot. Near Au Sable River
and downtown Oscoda. In the heart of all
summer and winter activities. $79,900 by
owner, call (586) 872-7200.

Wanted to Buy

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at
(248) 245-7845.

ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS.

Interested in vintage and antique Christmas
tree ornaments and decor items. If you
have just a few or if you have a lot, please
call (810) 614-8034.

For Rent

AFFORDABLE DUMPSTER
RENTALS. The best deal!
Call (810) 420-1356.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates
starting at $1,061 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

responsibility of this, part-time position
is to assist the lead financial advisor by
organizing and ensuring proper completion
of all client paperwork, client service
issues and performing various tasks
as needed. We provide professional
growth opportunities and a friendly work
environment. Please submit résumé
and cover letter to: HR, c/o Christina
Hamm, 1776 Pleasant Plain Rd.,
Fairfield, Iowa 52556-8757 or
via e-mail: Christina.Hamm@cir2.com.
LIBERTY TAX SERVICE, entrepreneurs
wanted to join the #1 non-food franchise!
No experience necessary. Low startup
cost. Call Jim at (810) 510-0706 or
ad.reeves@libtax.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening
positions available. Placed within 10
miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
WANTED. Experienced & own tools.

Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS, Foxfire Fixin's
Restaurant, located between Marine City
and Algonac, is hiring (front and back of
the house including managers, chefs,
cooks, line cooks, prep cooks, expeditors,
hosts/hostesses, servers and bartenders)
applicants 18+. Call (810) 614-8040 or
email résumé to FoxfireFixins@comcast.net.
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Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION
OF AUTO PARTS. Make REICHLE your

FIRST CALL for OEM Replacement auto
parts. Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors,
patch panels and much more. Open Mon.
- Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697
or (810) 858-1371.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Lapeer, Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north
of I-69. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.
FREE RESCUED KITTENS, looking to
be adopted into a good home. Litter born
mid-August. Six kittens available. Call or text
(810) 305-2472.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

15

$

&
up

Call Today!
( 810 ) 794-2300

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at

888-530-3426
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For future Vocabulary
Voyage columns,
we will accept words
submitted by our
readers. If you have sug
gestions, please
email the word(s) and
meaning(s) to
ThumbPrintNews@com
cast.net, along with
your first and last nam
e and the city
of your residence. Em
ails not containing all
the
requested information
will not be considered
.
Not all submissions wil
l be able to be used
as this colmun is limited
to three words per mo
nth.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
I am Jack Pastiva, a high school student at Anchor Bay High in New Baltimore, Michigan.
During a recent conversation with my father, I told him that I like history. This got my dad
thinking; when he does, it generally means a lot of work for me.
A few months ago, my dad joined an organization called Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR). SAR is a group of people who are descendants of those who had a
role in the American Revolutionary War. The main goal for the SAR organization is to
salute the people who fought for the cause of gaining independence from the British. We've
discovered that my family had six people that had roles in the Revolutionary War.
So what kind of people fought in the war? They were the farmers, blacksmiths, military
men, mercers, and government officials who all came together to help in the effort to defeat
the British. They did this by organizing groups of people who came together to create and
produce recruitment posters such as this one that I found during my research:

Posters like this gained the attention of people. Bold phrases like “Take Notice” shown
here were used to catch the attention of the young men who were needed. These posters
were placed in newspapers, mounted on walls or the information was spread by word-ofmouth. When more people heard about the war, more people joined to fight the revolution.
Other messages to get people involved were printed in newspapers and pamphlets and
sermons were preached to people who went to church. Many discussions took place during
political debates, like the reenacted one I experienced during a trip to Boston two years ago.
We went to a reenactment of the Boston Tea Party and saw firsthand what it was like
during a debate. We gathered into a hall and sat on benches and listened as political leaders
talked about how to get back at the British for the taxes. Eventually, they came up with the
idea of going into the harbor where the British East India Company ships were docked and
throw all the tea into the harbor. By doing this the colonists wouldn’t get taxed for the tea.
I can only imagine debates like these were common during
the time.
The Boston Tea Party was one example. The news of the
war was mostly spread by the newspapers that were used
to increase the awareness of government affairs. When one
person saw all this information, he would tell other people
and the information would spread about the Revolution. Like
the newspapers and pamphlets during the Revolution, I am
trying to get the word out about SAR. If you would like to
learn more about SAR and to spread the word, please visit
our website at www.sar.org . Thank you for taking time out of
your day read this.
Jack Pastiva & Gary Pastiva
New Baltimore, Michigan

(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!
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CLOGGED GUTTERS CAUSE ROOF DAMAGE!
GUTTER CLEANING SPECIALS
GOING ON NOW!
ABC
Call to schedule your appointment
Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net ~ www.abcbees.com
Licensed and Insured

Dear Editor,
Whistles on the Water is a steam whistle
event which celebrates the area’s history with
steamships. Steamship captains would tune their
whistle to create a unique sound, one that when
the whistle was heard, people could identify their
ship. It was something that was useful when
visibility was poor, such as in a storm or fog.
While many people have a steam whistle, few
can blow them. Whistles on the Water uses a
portable boiler to provide clean steam to blow
the whistles, allowing people to hear the whistle
as it was heard during the time that steamships
were the royalty of the Great Lakes.
The event will be held on Saturday, September
30th, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in St. Clair’s
Palmer Park. Palmer Park is a waterfront park
Blowing the Chief Wawatam whistle
that sits on the banks of the St. Clair River and the U.S.
and Canadian border. It is a unique setting, allowing whistle exchanges with freighters as
they pass by the park.
There is no cost for people to bring their steam whistles to the event. We do recommend
that if their whistle has not been blown in several years, they contact Al Johnson
at (810) 841-6375 and arrange to have their whistle inspected before the event.
Unfortunately, we have had a few people bring their whistles to the event that are unsafe to
blow. Sometimes the whistle can be repaired, but that is something that cannot be done on
the day of the event or for two weeks before.
Some of the whistles are over 100 years old and have a unique history and sound; often
there are family connections to the whistles, with stories we want to hear.
For more information about Whistles on the Water and an application that
needs to be completed to have your whistle blown at the event, go to the website:
stclairontheriver.com/whistles-on-the-water-2.4.
Daniel G.Lockwood
1605 Oakland Ave., St. Clair, Michigan 48079
Telephone: (810) 434-6500 | E-mail: DanielGLockwood@gmail.com
Dear Editor,
The Algonac/Clay Historical Society is celebrating a 25th Anniversary this year. On
Sunday, September 3rd, at the Legend Statues, Chris Smith and Gar Wood will be honored.
The highlight of this event will be Gar Wood’s Miss America X on display. Come and visit
our tent where we have historical information on the two hometown heroes. Join us in our
celebration with a piece of anniversary cake and a free bottle of cold water.
The history of the Legends is described in the following: The
Legends of Algonac, life-size memorial of Christopher C. Smith
and Garfield A. Wood in the Community Museums’ Memorial
Garden, Algonac. Herbert L. Pocklington, a native of Algonac
and an executive of Chris Craft Corporation during the golden
years, is responsible for the memorial. He began a campaign to
build life-size bronze statues of Christopher Columbus Smith and
Garfield A. Wood standing together on the shore of the St. Clair
River in Algonac, “Where it all Began.”
Chris Smith and Gar Wood came together to make the village
of Algonac the center of motor boating and racing – Chris, by
being the first person to install a motor in a boat, Gar by reigning
supreme in making boats go faster. They worked together,
competed against each other, and always returned to the village
where they now rest for eternity. In July, 2010, the statues were unveiled in a dedication
ceremony honoring two of Algonac’s most famous sons.
George Burgess
Algonac, Michigan
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If you have an event in October that you would like listed in the October issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by September 12, 2017. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events
that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - September 16
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Admission $6. Everyone welcome.
Bring finger foods and friends!
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio. Entertainment provided by
Emerson, Dennis and Sam.
For more information call
Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - September 5
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6
seniors, $4 for ages 4 - 7 (under 4
free). Public welcome. All proceeds
go towards Lapeer District Schools
scholarship fund. For more information
call (810) 845-2886.

Lapeer - September 12
Taco Night, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. $2 per
taco. For more information
call (810) 845-2886.

Imlay City - September 16
Concert by the Finnish Folk
Group, Vellamo, Goodland

Township Hall, 2374 N. Van Dyke,
12:00 p.m. A variety of music will be
performed and will have the audience
dancing. It is a free concert and is
open to everyone. Registration is
required for this event. To register
or for more information,
call (810) 721-2110.

Lapeer - September 19
Pizza Night, American Legion Post

16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 5:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. For more
information call (810) 845-2886.

Lapeer - September 23
Sunrise Kiwanis Club Euchre
Tournament, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., lower
hall, 6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Public
welcome. For more information
call (810) 845-2886.

Macomb

All of Macomb County September 1 - November 1
Collection for Christmas Care
Packages for our Soldiers
Overseas. Assembled by Chapter

855 of Woman's Life in Memphis,
Michigan. Items needed are candy,
hand warmers, tube socks, apple
cider mix, assorted drink mixes, hot
chocolate mix, beef jerky, tooth paste,
tooth brushes, Chapstick, peanuts
and protein bars. For drop-off points,
call Diana at (810) 392-5136.

Richmond - September
1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 15, 16 & 17
Sweet Charity, Richmond

Community Theatre, 69619 Parker
St., doors open at 7:30 p.m. and
show starts at 8:00 p.m. for Friday
and Saturday evenings. Doors open
at 1:30 p.m. and show starts at 2:00
p.m. on Sunday afternoons.
Adults: $17. Senior/student: $12.
For reservations or for more
information call (586) 727-9518 or
visit RichmondTheatre.com.

Washington Twp. - September
6, 13 & 20
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington
Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke
(between 26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15
a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are
free. For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

to read online anytime!

Chesterfield - September 7
Conflict Resolution: Helping
Toddlers Problem Solve,

Chesterfield Township Library, 50560
Patricia Ave. Open to child care
providers, parents and others who
work with children. To register, please
call Carrie at (586) 226-3440, ext. 241.

Mt. Clemens - September 8
Final Downtown Sight and
Sound Concert Series,

downtown area, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00
p.m. Entertainment will be RockStar
- Ultimate '80s Experience. An early
start time gives attendees a fantastic
opportunity to explore downtown retail
stores, dine or grab take out
from local restaurants, or enjoy a
refreshing drink on one of nearly a
dozen different patio options. For
more information call (586) 431-6788.

Mt. Clemens - September 8
8th Annual Mt. Clemens High
All-Alumni Reunion Night, Rec

Bowl, 40 Crocker Blvd., 5:00 p.m. until
closing. No cover charge. Cash food
and drinks. It's a red and gray party;
wear some school spirit, if you
have it. For more information
call Ron at (810) 463-6386 or
email drron82@yahoo.com.

Richmond - September
8, 9 & 10
Strawberry Shortcake Social
and "Stuff Sale" at the Historic
Village, 36-45 Park St., noon – dusk.
For more information contact Mary
Ellen at (586) 808-2953.

New Baltimore - September 10
Grandparents' and Senior
Citizens' Day, New Baltimore
Farmers Market, 50976 Washington
St., 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Event
sponsor is the Village of East
Harbor. For more information call
(586) 215-7484 or visit the website
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com.

Washington - September 17
Octagon House Chat - Michigan
Civil War Landmarks, 57500 Van

Dyke, 2:00 p.m. Dave Ingall, Civil War
historian and tour guide, will present
his recent book chronicling the many
Civil War landmarks, museums,
exhibits and more in the Wolverine
state. Admission of $5 includes the
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presentation and a self-guided tour
of the Octagon House. For more
information call (586) 781-0084 or
visit octagonhouse.org.

Romeo - September 19 October 24
Zumba Cowboy, Romeo Center,

361 Morton, 10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
If you like country line dancing and
Zumba, then this is the class for you,
as it is a great combination of both
forms of exercise/dance. It will be of
higher impact than just line dancing,
but of a lower impact than a normal
Zumba-only class. Open to persons
of all skill levels and experience. $6
drop-in fee only. For more information,
call (586) 752-6543.

Romeo - September 22 & 23
Carve Fest, Washington Center,
57880 Van Dyke, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. on Friday and 8:30 a.m. –
noon on Saturday. Highly skilled
veteran Metro Carvers of Michigan
will lead carving groups to help
them learn different techniques and
subjects to carve. Lunch, tools and
carving supplies will be available
for purchase. For more information
call (586) 786-1967 or go to
metrocarvers.com.

Memphis - September 24
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 per person. Snacks available.
Everyone welcome. Prize money
is awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
winners. For more information call
Frank at (810) 392-3717.

Washington - September 24
Antique Appraisal Fair,

Washington Historical Museum,
58230 Van Dyke, noon – 4:00 p.m.
Whether you have a family heirloom
or an item purchased at a sale, our
expert appraiser, Fred Fleming of
Aardvark Antiques in Lake Orion, will
provide you with the opportunity to
spend some time with an expert and
learn not only the background of your
item, but also its value. The cost is $5
per item. Bring as many items as you
wish. If it is determined that an item is
of little value, Mr. Fleming may waive
the fee. For more information call
Cherie at (586) 781-4375.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)

Oakland

Rochester Hills - September
7, 14, 21 & 28
Coffee, Cake and True Islam,

Masjid Mahmood Community Center,
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. This is a
weekly, ongoing event for an informal
and candid conversation about Islam
intended for neighbors, academia,
students, media and anyone else
interested in learning more about the
faith from its followers. Join us for a
warm cup of coffee, cake and some
engaging conversation. Events are
free and open to the public. For more
information call (248) 677-1316.

White Lake Twp. - September
9 & 10
Fisk Farm Festival, 9180 Highland

Rd., 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Familyfriendly event at historic 1855 KelleyFisk Farm. Music and dancers in
the barn and parlor, fresh roasted
corn, homemade pie, pony rides
and games for the kids, tours of the
1855 farmhouse and 1876 one room
school, bake sale, arts and crafts
vendors and much more. Free event;
donation at the gate gives you a
door prize ticket. For more information
visit hsmichigan.org/whitelake.

St. Clair

All of St. Clair County September 1 - November 1
Collection for Christmas Care
Packages for our Soldiers
Overseas. Assembled by Chapter

855 of Woman's Life in Memphis,
Michigan. Items needed are candy,
hand warmers, tube socks, apple
cider mix, assorted drink mixes, hot
chocolate mix, beef jerky, tooth paste,
tooth brushes, Chapstick, peanuts
and protein bars. For drop-off points,
call Diana at (810) 392-5136.

All of St. Clair County September 1 - October 31
Bottle and Can Drive. Proceeds

to benefit the Wings of the Harbor,
Transitional Living Program for
Homeless Youth in Port Huron,
St. Clair County. Pick up service
is available for large donations.
A portion of the proceeds will be
matched by Woman's Life Insurance
Company. For drop-off locations,
call Diana at (810) 392-5136.

Port Huron - September 2
Children's Clothing Swap, Port

Huron Library, 210 McMorran Blvd.,
10:00 a.m. Just in time for fall! Bring
usable, freshly laundered children's
clothing or infant clothing (no rips, no
stains) to swap with other parents.
Please no toys or baby gear. The
library will donate any un-exchanged
items if you do not wish to take
anything home. For more information
call (810) 987-7323.

Algonac - September 5
Senior Scrabble, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
1:00 p.m. Join us weekly to play this
popular game. Limited to 12 players.
Registration recommended. All levels
of skill welcome! For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

St. Clair - September 5
Cookbook Book Club, St. Clair

Library, 310 S. Second St., 6:00
p.m. Here's the chance to use your
cookbooks sitting on the shelf. No
cooking skills required - just an
enthusiasm for cooking! Join us
for lively conversation, along with
tasty dishes to sample. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

Kimball - September
6, 13, 20 & 27
Marysville K of C #9526 Bingo,
McGivney Banquet Center, 4521
Ravenswood Rd., 6:20 p.m. Doors
open two hours prior to the start of
bingo. For more information call
(810) 364-6800.

Port Huron - September 6,
13, 20, 27 & October 4, 11,
18 & 25
A Matter of Balance, Lake Huron
Medical Center, 2601 Electric Ave.,
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This class
meets every Wednesday for eight
consecutive weeks. The program
is free to attend. Please plan to
attend all eight sessions. Do you
have concerns about falling? Have
you limited your activities due to the
fear of falling? Are you interested
in improving your balance, flexibility
and strength? If so, join us for this
program designed to manage falls
and increase activity levels. For
more information or to register
call (810) 216-1035.

Yale - September 6, 13 & 20
Family Storytime, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 10:30 a.m. Designed
for little ones under five and their
caregivers. Stories, songs and crafts
with a mix of poems, puppets, songs,
finger plays and movement activities
will be used to promote literacy.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 387-2940, but not required.

Capac - September 7
Crazy 8's: Pirate Treasure Hunt,
Capac Library, 111 N. Main, 4:00
p.m. Map out coordinates to create
a secret picture. Use your cannon
to reach the enemy pirates, and try
to get the treasure before they do.
Grades K - 3rd. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Lakeport - September 7
Food for Thought, Burtchville

Township Library, 6:30 p.m. This
group meets once a month to

794-5678 if you have yellow jackets!

discuss a pre-determined book.
Adults please call us at
(810) 385-8550 for more details.

Marine City - September 7
Sharpie® Art, Marine City Library,

300 Parker, 6:00 p.m. Teens, come
design and decorate a unique
bookmark using colorful Sharpie®
markers! Ages 13 - 18. Registration
requested by calling (810) 765-5213.

Memphis - September 8 & 11
Canasta, Memphis Library, 34830

Potter St., 10:00 a.m. Join us for a fun
time! Beginners welcome. Coffee and
donuts provided. For more information
call (810) 392-2980.

St. Clair - September 8
Italian Dinner, American Legion

Auxiliary #382, 1322 Clinton Ave.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Spaghetti with
marinara and Italian sausage, chicken
parmesan, Italian green beans,
antipasto salad, bread sticks - all
prepared from scratch in our kitchen.
Desserts and ice cream as well.
Adults: $10. Kids 5 - 12 years: $5.
Under 5 free. For more information
call (810) 329-2871.

Port Huron - September 11,
18, 25, October 2, 9, 16, 23,
30 & November 6 & 13
Widowed Care, Colonial Woods
Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
This is a support group for those
who have lost a spouse through
death. It is a group for processing
grief in a supportive environment.
To register or for more information
call (810) 984-5575.

Marysville - September 12
Simple Estate Planning,

Marysville Library, 1175 Delaware,
10:00 a.m. Attorney Cameron D.
Herrington will discuss probate
property and administration and tools
used to aid people in navigating
the probate system: wills, powers
of attorney and patient advocate
designations. Registration requested
but not required. To register or for
more information call (810) 364-9493.

Emmett - September 14 - 16
23rd Annual Indoor/Outdoor
Junque & Treasures Sale, Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church,
10828 Brandon Rd., 9:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. on Thursday and Friday;
9:00 a.m. – noon on Sunday. Will
have something for everyone.
Saturday is bag day - $2 per bag.
Donations can be dropped off on
September 9 - 12 from 10:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. For more information
call Darlene at (810) 384-1786.

Port Huron - September 14,
21, 28, October 5, 12, 19, 26
& November 2
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Trauma Recovery Group,

Colonial Woods Christian Counseling
Center, 1101 Military St., 6:30
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. This group is for
those who personally experienced
a trauma or frightening event, those
who witnessed the event, or those
who picked up the pieces afterwards.
There is a one-time donation of $5.
Offered by the Office of Victim's
Rights. To register or for more
information call (810) 984-5575.

Marine City - September
15 - 17
Heritage Days 2017 - Marine City
Sesquicentennial, downtown area.
Grounds open at 7:00 p.m. on Friday
with an East China Band concert and
the arrival of Civil War Living History.
Festivities continue all day Saturday
and Sunday. Some activities include
events and displays, workshops and
vendors, food and treats, petting zoo,
horse and wagon rides, model train
displays, building tours and much,
much more. For more information
call (810) 765-1296.

Port Huron - September 15
POW/MIA Recognition Day
Ceremony, Eternal Flame, Pine
Grove Park, 6:00 p.m. Host will be
the Marine Corps League. All
veterans and the public are
encouraged to attend. For more
information call (810) 333-3103.

Port Huron - September
15 & 16
Antique and Classic Boat Show,
River Street Marina, 525 River St. For
more information visit phacbs.org.

St. Clair - September 15
All-You-Can-Eat Fish and
Shrimp Buffet Dinner, American

Legion #382, 1322 Clinton Ave., 4:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Includes baked and
fried fish and shrimp, French fries
and red skin potatoes, baked beans,
coleslaw, garden salad and assorted
desserts. Adults: $10. Kids 5 - 12: $5.
Under 5 free. For more information
call (810) 329-2871.

St. Clair - September 17
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast
Buffet, American Legion #382,

1322 Clinton Ave., 8:00 a.m. – noon.
Includes Western scrambled and
plain scrambled eggs, oven browned
potatoes, sausage links, buttermilk
and blueberry pancakes, Belgian
waffles with strawberries and whipped
cream, biscuits and sausage gravy,
coffee, tea and orange juice. Adults:
$7. Kids 5 - 12: $3. Under 5 free. For
more information call (810) 329-2871.

Port Huron - September 18
GriefShare, Colonial Woods

Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. This
is a support group of those who are
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to learn about a magical event!
grieving a loss due to death. Meets
on Mondays and can be joined at
any time. To register or for more
information call (810) 984-5575.

Algonac - September 21
Building Boats in Marysville,

Algonac/Clay Maritime Museum, 1117
St. Clair River Dr., 7:30 p.m. We are
proud to present an entertaining and
interesting lecture by Terry Ernest
about the Gar Wood Boat Factory.
$5 admission covers the presentation
and admission to the Museum.
Proceeds benefit the not-for-profit
Algonac/Clay Historical Society.
Reservations are required. Please
contact Paula at (810) 794-9641.

East China - September 21
Stenciling Signs Fundraiser,

St. John River District Hospital, 4100
River Rd., 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Create your own stenciling sign.
Lots of wording to choose from; be
as creative as you want. Cost: $35.
Proceeds will go towards new TV's
in the patients' rooms. Must register
and pay at the hospital gift shop by
September 14. For more information
call (810) 765-4786.

Kimball - September 23
Snacks and a Movie, Doctor
Strange, Kimball Township Library,

1955 N. Allen Rd., 2:00 p.m. The life
of Dr. Stephen Strange (Benedict
Cumberbatch), a brilliant surgeon, is
changed when a car accident robs
him of the use of his hands. When
traditional medicine fails him, he looks
for healing in a mysterious enclave,
and winds up with superpowers and
a cloak with a mind of its own. Rated
PG-13. Library card must reflect
movie rating. Registration requested
by calling (810) 982-9171.

Port Huron - September 23
Autumn Craft and Vendor
Show, The Center of Port Huron

/ First Congregational Church, 723
Court St., 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Visit
craftshowcoordinat.wixsite.com/events.

Port Huron - September 27
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115
Sixth St., 7:30 p.m. The program
will be "Your Main 'Want to Find' for

your Family Tree". Anyone interested
in local history or researching their
family history may visit one of our
meetings as a guest, or they can
become a new member of the group.
For more information visit our website
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg or
call (317) 600-7813.

Utica DDA and

present…

2017 UTICA

Fair Haven - September 30
Make-It-At-The-Library, 7013

Meldrum Rd., 1:00 p.m. Make a fun
frog to store your stuff. For more
information call (586) 725-9081.

Sanilac

Sandusky - September 9 & 23
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.)
$6 for members, $7 for guests
(regular dances). $10 membership per
year. On September 9, entertainment
will be provided by Lighthouse Three.
This is our blue jean night; club
provides hot dogs. On September 23,
entertainment will be by The Natural
Tones. For information call Leola at
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy
at (810) 404-4250.

Port Sanilac - September 17
"Michigan on Fire" Lecture,
Sanilac County Historic Village and
Museum, 228 South Ridge St.,
3:00 p.m. Author Betty Sodders will
be talking about the Great Fires of
1871 and 1881 that swept through
the Thumb of Michigan. For more
information call (810) 622-9946.

Deckerville - September 23
Annual Indian Heritage Day,

Reid Music Hall and Activity Center,
4028 Ruth Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. Donation of $3 for adults, free
for children 12 and under. Artifacts,
clothing, jewelry, appraisals, history,
lecture on "Wild Indian Foods", music
and much, much more. Potluck Indian
luncheon - bring a dish to pass. For
more information call (810) 404-4028.

Tuscola & Wayne
No events were submitted for
Tuscola & Wayne Counties this month.
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UTICA

Lil’ Zombies Trick or Treating
Spooky Tales
Zombie Apocalypse 5k
Creepy Canoeing
Moonlit Movies
Undead (Live) Entertainment
Walk With the Dead Pub Crawl

…and more!

FACEBOOK.COM/UTICAZOMBIEFESTIVAL
UTICA-EVENTS.COM/ZOMBIEFEST

How to Prep Your Lawn & Garden for Autumn

From copyrightfree.content.com
As autumn colors set in this season, make sure your all-important home and garden
upkeep checklist is ready.
Although the lawn is often overlooked during the fall, it’s actually the perfect time
to make sure everything is organized before the harsher winter elements take hold.
Paul James, host of HGTV’s Gardening by the Yard, advises homeowners to start
early – approximately six weeks before the first good freeze, normally early to midOctober here in Michigan.
Here is a list of some of the tasks and items you should add to your fall checklist
this year:
• Maintain the landscape. Tidy up the lawn, flowerbeds, bushes, gardens, etc.
Remove unsightly foliage, dead stems, piles of leaves and other debris. Fluff your
mulch with a rake so water can seep into the subsoil.
• Plant fall vegetables. Cool-season vegetable gardens can flourish with the right
plants – lettuce, greens, carrots, broccoli, cauliflower, turnips, potatoes and loads
more. Imagine all the hearty stews and delicious soups you could make from scratch.
• Keep muscles relaxed, and stay hydrated. Don’t underestimate the fall sun.
Summer may be over, but hours of gardening in the sun can still leave you exhausted,
strained and parched. Remember to drink plenty of fluids, take breaks and stretch
your muscles. If you suffer from backaches and muscle strains, keep some relief like
Absorbine Jr. (www.absorbinejr.com) on hand. The natural menthol in Absorbine Jr.
helps relieve muscle and back pain to make it a must-have for yard work. Its herbal
ingredients also help provide relief from sunburn and gnat and other insect bites.
• Make room for indoor plants. Your potted or container plants won’t survive the
winter outside, so it’s time to make room indoors for tropical plants, herbs and
succulents. Potted perennials can be transplanted into a garden after trimming the
roots and some top growth.
• Clean garage, shed or outbuildings. Once you organize your storage space, you
can neatly put away all of your summer tools or patio furniture. Plus, your newly
emptied planters will have a home next to all the other stuff families accumulate.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

Page 31

Page 32		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

to read online anytime!

September 2017

CREATE YOUR OWN SOFA
Choose From 200 Sofas by Flexsteel, Broyhill,
Bassett, Lane, Ashley, Klaussner & Palliser.
Select Your Own Custom Color From
Over 2,000 Fabrics & 200 Leathers.

798

$

Compare at $1599

998

$

Compare at $1999

1998

1298

$

$

Compare at $3999

Compare at $2599

NORTH STORE

SOUTH STORE

Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

bensff.com
®

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

OPEN 7 DAYS:
Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

