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City Beginnings Brought by
Military Depot
By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

The massive immigration to Michigan, which is often referred
to as Michigan Fever, came after the completion of the Erie
Canal in 1825. With an easy route to reach the Great Lakes state,
people in search of a new home began flooding the area. As
a result, many surviving settlements got their start around the
1830s – while many towns were just starting to clear land, one
community was decades ahead of many others in the state.
Twenty years before Michigan even became a state, a weapon
arsenal was constructed along the Detroit River in order to protect
the area from the threat of an attack by local Native Americans.
As Detroit’s population continued to surge, residents began
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expressing
their concern
that the facility
being so close
to the city was
dangerous
because it held
explosives and
ammunition.
As a result,
Congress
The Arsenal Layout (Contributed by the
Dearborn Historical Museum)
began searching for
another location to build a facility to store wartime material.
After examining potential areas, the state officials came upon
Dearbornville, which was just 10 miles west of the current
site, and it was decided that the land would be the best
possible location for a new arsenal. Although this section of
forest was technically settled in 1786, by the French, who
owned the territory at the time, much of the property was
still a dense forest, aside from select tracts of land that were
See DEARBORN Page 23

MICHIGAN RESORT BUILT
ON SEGREGATION

by Melanie Duquesnel

By David Odziana
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and Field Reporter
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The dark time in our country’s history when African
Americans and whites weren’t allowed to congregate in
the same places led to the creation of race-exclusive areas
– one of the most visited areas in Michigan became known
as the Black Eden.
Land developers had the idea of creating an all-black
resort in Lake County, Michigan, which came with the
creation of the Idlewild Resort Company in 1912. The
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44 Macomb Place
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company purchased around 2,700 acres of land, which
was dotted with lakes and woods all around. Although
the site was created for a couple years prior, it wasn’t
until the area received its first famous land owner that
Idlewild began gaining popularity. Dr. Daniel Hale
Williams, who is credited with the first successful open
heart surgery, purchased his property in 1915. Williams
quickly began investing money in the area, creating an
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers online and is distributed to
prime locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest
writers, or articles not written by our
staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News
at your home, send us $2.00 (per
issue) for shipping and handling and
we’ll mail a copy to you, or check our
website for drop locations in your area.

Since first starting to publish ThumbPrint News, we have constantly been asking our readers to take the newspaper with them as
they travel the world and photograph themselves with the paper in some of the locations that they have visited. The response has
been overwhelming, with ThumbPrint News now having visited all 50 states and all seven continents, including many of the world’s
countries.
One of the places that ThumbPrint News had not yet previously traveled to was Cuba, when my two sons, Keith and Brett, decided to
plan a trip there. They were hoping that I and my husband, Allen, would also be able to come along and we both would have liked to do
so very much. It has been a very long time since we all took a family trip together. However,
with the opening of our new restaurant, Foxfire Fixin’s in Marine City, Michigan, we felt it was
prudent that we stay behind to keep an eye on the restaurant that Brett has been managing for us.
However, we did ask Keith to document his travels for us, both by photos and in words. A few
weeks after returning to the Thumb, he sent me his submission and I have decided to combine
both my Letter from the Editor and our regular column, Where Has Your ThumbPrint News
Been?, together for this month. After reading what Keith wrote, I was able to travel to Cuba
vicariously, and I hope many of our readers will be able to do so as well. Here is Keith’s story:

My brother Brett and I have traveled extensively through the Caribbean; however one
place that had remained elusive was the Communist island of Cuba. With thawed relations
brought on by the last administration, we knew a trip there would be in order. However,
with the announcement that these restrictions would be tightening up again, we knew we
had little time. My fiancé Stephanie was not as traveled, but decided she needed to do this
as well. It took several weeks to make all the proper arrangements,
but in late August we found ourselves flying into adventure.
We landed in Havana during hurricane season, only a few
Seen above, from left
days before Harvey hit Texas. We found a taxi, a 1956 Buick that
to right, Brett Kodet,
had been converted to a diesel using Russian tractor parts. The
Stephanie Shattuck and
Keith Kodet
driver spoke neither English nor Cubano (Cuban Spanish), so the
communication was left to mainly pointing and a few basic words.
We kept trying to inform him to take us to Old Havana, but he See LETTER FROM THE EDITOR Page 15
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On this day
in 1941, Willie
Gillis Jr., a
fictional everyman shown
throughout World War II
created by illustrator
Norman Rockwell, makes
his first appearance, on
the cover of The Saturday
Evening Post.
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9

On this day
in 1948,
WXYZ TV
channel 7 in Detroit
begins broadcasting.

10

11

15

16

17

22
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24

On this day
in 1962,
Barbara
Streisand signs
her first
recording
contract.

8

On this day
in 1932,
the Indian
Air Force is
established.

On this day
in 1964,
Nikita
Khrushchev is
replaced by Leonid
Brezhnev as leader
of the Soviet Union.

On this day
in 1907,
Ringling
Brothers buy
Barnum & Bailey.

29

On this day
in 1927,
Russian
archaeologist Peter
Kozloff apparently
uncovers the tomb
of Genghis Khan in
the Gobi Desert, a
claim still in dispute.

On this day
in 1964,
scientists
announce findings
that smoking can
cause cancer.

On this day
in 1995, the
Million Man
March for “A Day
of Atonement”
takes place in
Washington, D.C.

On this day
in 1783,
Virginia
emancipates slaves
who fought for
independence
during the
Revolutionary War.

30

On this day
in 1270, the
Seventh
Crusade ends by the
Treaty of Barbary.

On this day
in 1952, the
United
Kingdom
successfully
develops a nuclear
weapon, becoming
the world’s third
nuclear power.

On this day
in 1845, the
Naval School,
now called the U.S.
Naval Academy,
opens at
Annapolis,
Maryland.

On this day
in 1933, due
to rising
anti-Semitism and
anti-intellectualism in
Hitler’s Germany, Albert
Einstein immigrates to
the United States. He
makes his new home in
Princeton, New Jersey.

On this day
in 1979,
Billy Martin,
manager of the New
York Yankees, puts
his job in jeopardy
when he punches a
marshmallow
salesman.

31

On this day in
1941, after
14 years of
work, the Mount
Rushmore National
Memorial is
completed.
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On this day
in 1670,
Virginia
passes a law that
black people arriving
in the colonies as
Christians cannot be
used as slaves.

14

18

19
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On this day
in 1977, a
charter plane
crashes in Mississippi,
killing three members of
popular Southern rock
band Lynyrd Skynyrd,
along with their assistant
road manager, the pilot
and co-pilot.

21

25

26

27

in 1886, the
28 Statue
of Liberty,

On this day
in 1975,
Saturday
Night Live, created
by Lorne Michaels,
premieres on NBC
with George Carlin
as host.

On this day
in 1867,
the Alaska
territory is formally
transferred to the
U.S. from Russian
control.

On this day
in 1962, in
South Africa,
civil rights activist
Nelson Mandela is
sentenced to five
years in prison.

On this day
in 1921, the
World Series
is broadcast on
radio
for the
first
time.

On this day
in 2013,
15 people
are killed by a
series of explosions
in a fireworks
factory in Vietnam.

On this day
in 1873, Yale,
Princeton,
Columbia and
Rutgers Universities
draft the first code
of football rules.

On this day
in 1825, the
first boat on
the Erie Canal leaves
Buffalo, New York.

On this day
in 2007,
explorer and
author Jason Lewis
becomes the first
person to complete
a human-powered
circumnavigation of
the globe.

On this day
in 1997, stock
markets crash
around the world over
fears of a
global
economic
meltdown.

On this day in
1935, the
Detroit Tigers
beat the Chicago
Cubs, four games to
two in the 32nd World
Series.

On this day
in 1884,
transparent
paper-strip
photographic film is
patented by George
Eastman.

On this day
in 1872, the
U.S. Naval
Academy admits
John H. Conyers, the
first African
American to be
accepted.

On this day

originally named “Liberty
Enlightening the World”,
is dedicated at Liberty
Island, New York,
formerly Bedloe’s Island,
by President Grover
Cleveland.
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The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus, ThumbPrint News Columnist
"Whether you think you can, or whether you think you can’t … you’re right."
						
– Henry Ford
Just those few words in the above quote speak volumes. Why? Since thoughts become
things, your thoughts literally construct the vessel that carries you on a voyage of self-fulfilling
prophecies. Thoughts are really that powerful! They form a sequential chain that ultimately
leads to your perceptions, emotions, beliefs, attitudes, intentions and behavior. It is the way in
which you think that becomes the seed for this chain reaction. And from this seed, the window
in which you view your self, others (especially your partner), and the world will be cast.
So how do we cultivate a journey that leads us toward growth and the fulfillment of our
needs? It begins with the removal of limiting thoughts … but this, even though it sounds
simple, can be a tricky proposition. Because in order to rid them, you must recognize that they
are there in the first place. Limiting thoughts are born in the realms of fear, ego (fear’s brother)
and the comforts of excessive safety (fear’s sister). They look, sound like and take the form of:
■ I’m afraid to try …
■ I won’t be able to …
■ I’m not good enough …
■ I’m not smart enough …
■ I will fail …
■ I don’t want to stir the pot…
These all translate into some degree and level of lacking. After they become ingrained,
these thoughts become stealth-like and very hard to notice. Unfortunately, they don’t shout at
you. Instead, they prefer to hide in plain sight, shielded by the clever excuse of inconvenience.
But they can be flushed out through the development and practice of higher awareness. This
is when you begin to think about, what you “think about”. It is questioning your ingrained
beliefs, your canned/automatic responses, your behavioral patterns and the overall framework
in which you think and feel (your base paradigm). Without the knowledge of higher awareness,
our limiting thoughts can become a Puppet Master, pulling our strings without us having a
hint that it’s being done. We can even be on the precipice of losing ourselves, and not even
realize it.
Our needs attach themselves to our thoughts and feelings in order to be heard. But when we
drown out, ignore or become deaf to their voice – letting limiting thoughts get in the way –
we shut down a part of ourselves. We keep it from growing and developing. Just like taking a
weed-whacker to a newly sprouting plant or sapling, what ends up growing becomes stunted
and distorted. When we listen to, nurture and cultivate our needs, the true identity of us begins
to form and expand. We begin the process of Becoming and Being our meant self.
Since our thoughts perpetuate into our feelings, attitudes, behavior and energies, it is their
direction that will either positively strengthen or negatively weaken the relationship we have
with ourselves, our partner and the world around us. This overall disposition and propensity
then develops into a re-circulating pattern that permeates back to each specific interaction,
further strengthening and verifying existing thoughts and feelings. In many ways, this
substantiation process becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. We use our behavior to validate
our attitudes, our attitudes to validate feelings, feelings to validate thoughts, and so on. This

Free: NOON – 6PM

Craft & Domestic
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Children’s Games and Activities
Rock Climbing Wall
BBQ Chicken Dinner prepared by
Video Gaming Trailer
The Country Smokehouse of Almont
Music and Dancing
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Car Show 2PM — 6PM
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Fireworks Displayed by
Hand-cut French Fries & more!
Michigan Family Fireworks at Dusk
Serving all day!

Country Craft Store
& Vendor Show
NOON – 7PM

RAFFLES

Featuring:
6PM – 11PM
There will be a 4:30PM Mass in church

is a great process when we are in a positive mental state and growth mode, for it becomes
a development and improvement mechanism. However, when we are in a negative state,
blocking normal need and growth impulses, our perceptions can become misconstrued,
twisted and distorted; leading to flawed actions and outcomes. This is why the introspection
of our conscious mind through higher awareness becomes so important. The same holds true
with so many dimensions of intimate relationship. They challenge this perpetuating and selfvalidating cycle. For many of us, we become blind to the “reality” that we are truly living
in – and our partner’s viewpoint can become an irritant rather than a potentially viable fresh
perspective that could lead to positive change.
We are all born for a reason. But when our thought process is out of alignment with our
divine purpose, negative consequences will follow:
■ We sabotage our self-growth and development, gypping our potential.
■ Self-defeating habits are formed and perpetuated.
■ Our self is drowned out by the voice of others.
■ We have feelings of inferiority, regret, guilt and shame.
How we let our thoughts affect us and our growth path is up to us. There are no bonds too
strong for us to break. Each of us can choose to either develop our true capabilities, or let the
anchors of our past keep us mired in limiting perspectives. Abraham Maslow in his book, The
Psychology of Being, stated, “From Freud we learned that the past exists now in the person.
Now we must learn, from growth and self-actualization theory, that the future also now exists
in the person in the form of ideals, hopes, duties, tasks, plans, goals, unrealized potentials,
mission, fate, destiny, etc. One for whom no future exists is reduced to the concrete, to
hopelessness, to emptiness.” When we become intuitive to our perceptions, our feelings, our
behaviors and our overall energy, we then better activate and hear our true voice – bringing us
that much closer to our meant future.
Remember, each and every relationship you have with others, from casual to the most
intimate, is predicated upon your own self-relationship. For you cannot see, touch or feel with
others that which is beyond your self-capacity to do so. Your thoughts create your reality and
become the fuel that drives your life … and the manner in which you think becomes the wheel
at the helm. Think wisely and from an elevated view. Your self, your relationships, and your
life will be in gratitude!
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any questions or comments,
please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will look more closely at the process of thinking…
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A NEW ANGLE
CAN COME IN
HANDY

By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Recently, I read a quick blip on the internet that the number of chiropractic patients is on
the rise, and they have one specific body part that needs attention: the neck. Look around any
room with a decent sized group of people and you’ll see their necks precisely at the 82-degree
angle. That’s optimum lean to work any smart phone, and work them we all do.
This fall may be the perfect time to try out a new angle, say tilted backwards around 50
degrees. Even though autumn begins on September 21st each year, it really shows off its
feathers in October. We just have to remember to do one thing. I’ll get to that important point
in a minute.
When my husband, Robert, and I push responsibilities aside, we love to head up north to see
the reds, oranges, purples and golds that make up what many Michiganders call their favorite
season. If you were to join us as we walk along any up north trail, you’ll hear me whisper a
gentle reminder to Robert, “Don’t forget to look up.” All of a sudden everything changes; his
view changed from the brown trail to the jewel-toned sky. Seeing that never gets old.
It’s not only his view that changes; his spirit exhales. How could it not? The air is crisp;
the colors are vivid; all is right in the world on that trail for that moment. It would have never
happened if Robert didn’t look up.
But our beautiful Michigan trails aren’t the only place the view can change. When the traffic
ticket wins the day, we stare at the walkway on the way into our house. After that job interview
went from bad to worse, we stare at the parking lot cement while walking to our car. When
the day’s mail includes an unexpected bill, we stare at the floor while sitting in silence at the
kitchen table.
While each of those situations will linger longer than we want while we figure a way out,
there is something we can do to make that crawl a little easier. Here is my important piece of
advice for each one of you: take a minute and just look up. Things are brighter there. Even
though that darn bill will still be on the kitchen table when you find your neck in that over
used position, for that moment, you can exhale.
Physically, we are looking away from whatever is hurting to us and that gives us instant
relief. That moment of sighing can go a long way. The good news is that we can do it over
and over and over again.
Looking up won’t get you out of that ticket, get you the job or pay the bill, but it can help
you during a tricky time. It’s not just looking up; it’s a reboot movement. So why not put
it to the test during Michigan’s most magical season? The trees are so beautiful they are
almost begging us to give this idea a try. When you look up you might find something
more than royal colors; you might find a new breath...a new direction...a new
angle on things.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.
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MICHIGAN RESORT alliance to

construct a
restaurant and hotel on the lake. Once
word stretched beyond Michigan,
African American dignitaries from
major cities, such as Chicago and
New York, even people from as far
as California, began flocking to the
resort to purchase property, which
was advertised for $1 down and $1 a
month for a lot of land – by the roaring
’20s, the surrounding landscape was
bustling with over 17,000 lots having
been sold. A majority of those who came
to Idlewild were well-off professionals,
such as doctors and lawyers, but many
musicians and athletes also spent time
in the settlement. At a time when most
hotels were not welcoming to African
Americans, making travel nearly
impossible, Idlewild brought the
suppressed race a place to escape.
While other black resorts did exist
in the state at the time, Idlewild was
unique in the fact that while others
were a quiet place to relax, Idlewild
was the party place. The largest
influx of vacationers came during the
summer, where they would enjoy the
outdoors by swimming, fishing and
boating. While Dr. Williams did a
great deal to help create the booming
resort town, he unfortunately passed
away in 1931 in Idlewild before he
could witness the area in its full glory.
The city reached its highest level of
popularity beginning in the 1950s,
which continued into the early part
of the 1960s – at this time, as many as
25,000 people rushed to the area each
day during the summer season. There
were so many people in Idlewild that
two policemen were required just to
direct traffic through town. The resort
was bustling with people everywhere,
which helped the more than 300
African American-owned businesses
thrive, making it the most popular
resort throughout the Midwest.
Idlewild had everything one would
need, including a clubhouse, dinner
hall, nightclubs, gas station, party
stores, a roller rink, fire department,
post office and multiple hotels. Even
though Idlewild identified as an
Continued from Page 1

African American resort, this didn’t
exclude other races from coming to
enjoy the loving atmosphere. Some
longtime residents remember nights at
the clubs that there were more white
people than black. Although it is not
believed to be the original meaning
of its namesake, the name Idlewild
came to mean “idle” men and “wild”
women to its frequent visitors.
The popular clubs attracted the
likes of famous entertainers, such as
B.B. King, Louis Armstrong, Aretha
Franklin, The Temptations and Sarah
Vaughan, which only made the resort
a more desirable destination – African
American entertainers were not
allowed to perform at white venues.
There were also many distinguished
people of the time who owned property
within the resort, such as Joe Louis,
Madam C.J. Walker, the first black
female millionaire in the country,
NAACP founder W.E.B. Dubois and
author Charles Waddell Chesnutt.
Although there were many famous
people who spent time at the resort,
not everyone was extremely wealthy.
Many working class families also were
property owners looking for an escape
from the segregation throughout the
country and escape to the wilderness
to enjoy the outdoors.
Idlewild continued to thrive until
1964, when the Civil Rights Act was
passed, which made the very thing
that made the resort desirable for
the African American community
irrelevant. Although the transition
was slow, people of all races were
now allowed to frequent the same
bars, eat at the same restaurants and
stay in the same hotels. For the first
time, black people were now able to
travel the country and see the major
attractions, such as Las Vegas, New
York and California – this meant
fewer tourists were flocking to
Idlewild, which put a great amount
of economic strain on the resort.
Residents of the town noted that
the Civil Rights Movement wasn’t
the only thing that killed Idlewild;
the fact that area businesses were
resistant to add modern amenities,
such as updated plumbing and air

UPHOLSTERY FACTORY OUTLET
586-727-4786

www.andalotoftreasures.com | andalotwj@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/Andalot
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TRUCK LOAD WATER SOFTENER SALT SALE!
SATURDAY, OCT. 14, 9AM - 2PM*
FREE WATER CLINIC

Bring a 16 oz. Sample of Your Water to
Our Office. We Will Test for Hardness, Iron,
Arsenic and pH plus Show How Softening
Your Water Can Save You Money!

GUESS THE PUMPKIN WEIGHT!

Every $10 spent in store on this day gives you one
guess entry for a chance to win $50 in-store credit.

Duracube® Duracube® RedOut
40# Bags $7.95* 40# Bags $8.95*

Francek Water Conditioning

We will have
FREE DONUTS AND CIDER
from a local orchard!

6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

conditioning, also played a role in
its demise.
One business after another
shuttered
and
those
who
frequented Idlewild previously
were now visiting other places
and the town was seemingly
forgotten. Beautiful cottages and
businesses were deserted and left
to nature. Idlewild is now listed
as a historic resort area by the state
of Michigan and a National Historic
Register Community and National
Enterprise Community by the federal
government. Recently the area has

made a slight economic upturn with a
few homes being built and a handful
of businesses still in operation, which
has given those residents who have
remained after all these years a
glimmer of hope.
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MOLD
RESTORATION

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Fall is officially here. Lovers of the fall colors,
temperature changes, pumpkins and football
are in heaven! I, on the other hand, do enjoy a
bit of cooler temps, but as I always state, I am
a “Summer Girl”
There is always that one morning when you
wake up and notice that the air has changed
from summer to autumn overnight. The air
even seems to have a different smell to it.
This is the time where my cottage weekends
begin to wind down as I begin to take note of
what needs to be stored and put away before
the really cold weather hits. Warm blankets
are pulled out for the evenings at the cottage.
A bonfire is always burning in the pit until it
becomes too chilly to sit outside. The smell of
burning leaves and chilly air does have a scent
of its own that is relaxing, but I don’t get as
excited as I do when May rolls around!
I officially close my place up in December
or earlier, depending on the temperature. This
is a great time to see the beauty of Michigan
and nature in general, even though I am not a
huge fan of fall weather.
This time of year really is the best of both

worlds, not scorching hot and not terribly cold.
I lived in Florida for 14 years and the change
of seasons is subtle. In Michigan, it can be
drastic overnight changes or a slow roll into
the next season.
Either way, no matter what season is my
favorite, I still enjoy the time I can stay at my
little cottage before the snow flies. The closing
of the cottage is just two short months away,
which makes me a little melancholy, but at
least walks to the beautiful Lake Huron, a
little fishing and an occasional grill out can
still be done. Most of my family are fall lovers
and really enjoy the cider mills, hay rides
and the cooler temperatures. I do enjoy a
fall ride around the Thumb to see the colors
and changes in the season, but I prefer a hot,
sunny day at the beach above anything else.
Next month, I will start to write about my tips
for beginning to close up the cottage for the
winter and small things I need to do around
the cabin to winterize the place. Until then, I’ll
bask in the mild October sun and breath in the
sweet scents of fall, even if I have to wear my
winter thermal clothing to do it.
Enjoy the beautiful Michigan fall weather,
ThumbPrint News readers!

10% off Full-Year

SUPER MAINTENANCE PLAN!*
HEATING &
Commercial & Residential
COOLING, INC. Immediate Service
Since 1993

within 4 hours or
less in most cases!

$200 off Installations
on new equipment*
Financing
Available

On Call and After Hours
Emergency Service

1-800-770-9903

1-586-727-7753
www.superiorheatcoolgeo.com

11000

$

8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI 48063
*Not to be combined with other offers.

If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523

CLOGGED GUTTERS?

Let Us Help You Be Debris Free!
THE WINTER WEATHER IS COMING!
Have your gutters cleaned professionally today!

GUTTERS
DON’T
MAGICALLY
CLEAN
THEMSELVES
OUT!

ABC

Before

After

CLEAN GUTTERS KEEP
WATER AWAY FROM
THE FOUNDATION OF
YOUR HOUSE.

abcbees@comcast.net ~ abcbees.com ~ Licensed and Insured

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!
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History of St. Clair
American Legion
Charles J. Fulton
Post #382
By Jon LaCroix,

The first location of the St. Clair
American Legion Charles J. Fulton
Post #382 was on the second floor of a
building located on Riverside Avenue in
St. Clair, Michigan. Application for the
original charter was made on October
23, 1943, and the signed charter was
received on July 19, 1944. Charter
members included our grandparents
and other family members and friends
of our small community.
In 1950, a new building was
constructed at 1322 Clinton Avenue. It
sported a bar, banquet room and small
kitchen. The original members were
proud of their new building. During
the past 65 years, this American
Legion post has been of service to
many of our local veterans. It was
the venue for some of my family’s
milestones, like my brother Jerry's
wedding reception and my sister
Shirley Downey's retirement party and
many other community events. This
building gathered a host of memories
for our community. If this old building
could talk, it would have many stories
to tell.
Over the years not many updates
were made to the building and it slowly
began to show its age. The banquet
room and bar became a bit dingy and
dark, and the tables and chairs were
getting old and needed replacing. The
very small kitchen needed upgrading.
Coolers required repairs; walls needed
fixing and paint. The gathering place
for our veterans and community began
to slip away from its former glory. The
membership, too, was in decline with
only about 50 registered members and
eight or so active members, including
board members! The board held their
meetings in the bar lounge, pulling two
tables together. Often they were lucky
to fill these two tables on meeting
night. Chet Rohn was bar manager and
Tom Oles was treasurer in 2009, and
they talked about how they were going
to make ends meet. The banquet room
was not receiving rental requests due
to its poor condition. The post had only
about $2,000 in the bank, and bills had
not been paid. It was Chet or Tom that

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

made the comment that the post was in
need of some divine help.
Dwynn Delor, a good friend of Chet,
had recently been to an auction at a
local school where a bank of deep
fryers was up for sale. Dwynn bid on
them and won the bid with the thought
of re-selling them in the future. As
Chet tells the story, the solution for the
post walked in the door when Dwynn
stopped by for a beer one day. Chet had
known Dwynn for several years and
had given him his first job at age 16.
Chet had known Dwynn's grandfather,
Sherwood Lee, one of the original
post members. Dwynn's father, Bob
Lee was also a veteran. Chet began
telling Dwynn about the condition of
the Legion building and that things
were not looking good for its future.
Dwynn suggested the Legion have a
Friday night fish fry during Lent to
raise some money. Chet had lots of
questions and Dwynn answered them
all. The fish fry idea was presented
at the next board meeting and it was
agreed to give it a try. Dwynn, along
with board members, started working
that January to get ready for the first
fish fry. Helping to organizing the
event was Dwynn's lovely wife, Lori.
She liked the idea and had the perfect
background, as her family had been
in the restaurant business and she had
worked as a cook and waitress for
them. She has been right at Dwynn's
side from the start and has been both
an inspiration and a sounding board for
him.
When Dwynn delivered the bank of
fryers he had purchased at the auction to
the small 13 x14-foot kitchen, the stove
needed to be removed to accommodate
them. The workspace was extremely
cramped with eight members doing
food prep and Dwynn cooking. On
March 27, 2009, the American Legion
hosted its first Friday fish fry. The
kitchen crew had started a pool as to
how many dinners would be sold. The
estimates were between 80 to 90. They
were pleasantly surprised when the
final total turned out to be 139 dinners
served! By the end of Lenten season

that year, the total
had increased to
200 dinners served
weekly for a profit
of $5,000. Dwynn
felt they had won
the support of the
community
and
suggested they do a
Friday fish fry once
a month and add a
Sunday morning
breakfast buffet the
same weekend, as
other community organizations were
doing. After discussion took place, it
was decided to go with Dwynn's idea.
The one drawback to the Sunday
buffet was having to move the fryers
out and the stove back in to be able to
cook the pancakes and sausages. Even
though this wasn't ideal, it became
the routine for the next six years. The
monthly fish fry and breakfast buffet
were a big success and the Legion began
to add to its treasury. This allowed the
members to begin putting some of the
profits, and some elbow grease, into
cosmetic changes to the building with
fresh paint and a new sign. With the
increased activity, membership started
to pick up as well. Local veterans
started to see that there was a place for
them to go to share stories and find out
important information about benefits
and how to obtain these resources.
By 2011, along with increased
membership and volunteers, fish fry
dinners had risen to 300 every time
this event was offered. This number
was greatly surpassed during the last
Friday of the 2015 Lenten season when
over 700 dinners were served that day!
The board then turned its attention to
looking for ways to honor those from
the community that had served our
country so bravely. About this time,
Dwynn proposed to the board that the
post apply for a signed charter for the
Sons of the American Legion. One of
the members then offered to donate
money to renovate the bar if the charter
was obtained. Dwynn, along with
sixteen others, submitted signatures to
apply for the charter. The charter was
received on February 18, 2011, and the
bar renovation was accomplished.
In 2012, the American Legion
Auxiliary was formed. Also during that
year, the banquet hall was remodeled
and the additional space has helped
increase rentals to approximately six
to eight per month.
The year 2013 brought updated
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bathrooms and a large storage room
to house refrigerators, freezers and
cooking supplies.
In 2014, it was time to do something
about the tiny kitchen. A 10 x 22-foot
addition was completed in time for the
2015 Lenten fish fry season. The job
of moving fryers and the stove in and
out was over. They now each had their
own spots, along with two convection
ovens and a sizable counter work
space. Dwynn, wife Lori, Legion and
Auxiliary members and volunteers
now enjoy a four-star kitchen, beautiful
banquet hall and bar, second to none.
All of the remodeling, additions
and updates were accomplished by
members and volunteers with the only
cost being the materials. If only the
founding members could see what
has become of the American Legion
Charles J. Fulton Post #382. It is a
building to be proud of.
Today's membership has quadrupled,
which includes the Legion members,
Sons of the American Legion and
American Legion Auxiliary. The
Legion is also giving back to the
community. The Sons of the Legion
sponsor quarterly bus trips to Detroit
casinos, which include a full dinner
served at the Legion upon return.
This year it will award two college
scholarships to seniors from St. Clair
and Marine City High Schools. Next
year there will be three scholarship
awards. The Legion Auxiliary is using
the money generated from poppy sales
to assist veterans in need.
While it just started with a beer at
the bar, a seed was planted that brought
back to life a building that represents
the bravery and sacrifice of every man
and woman who served our country.
Like the movie Field of Dreams says:
“Build it and they will come”. Through
the efforts of several determined folks,
the “re-building” of American Legion
Charles J. Fulton Post #382 has
happened and the people have come.

Page 12		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime!

October 2017

COMPLETE LUBRICATION NEEDS FOR FARMING & TRUCKING

ords "planters, dish gardens and personalized gift baskets" Or "will gladly take phone orders. we can do almost anything with a 24 hour notice"

ob.

American
Made Since
1911

810-392-7123

Ed Shoobridge

67 Riley Center Rd.
Riley, MI 48041

Joe - Fix - It

Garden of Peace Florist and Gifts

810-420-0751

Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm

ORDER EARLY
for Homecoming,
Sweetest Day &
Halloween

Earn PETAL POINTS!
1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

602 S. Market St., Marine City, MI

SINCE

1946

PRODUCTS

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

KINDE, MI

EVERYONE!

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

(810) 614-8038

Supplier of Off-Road
Vehicle Parts
and Apparel for
your 4 x 4 lifestyle

Senior Discounts!
OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057

3 Great Locations!

Serving St. Clair County since 1999

Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

• Crushed
Concrete
• Fill Dirt
• Limestone
• Mulch
• Gravel

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

keith@thinlineoﬀroad.com

Contractor quality,
handyman prices.

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

gardenofpeaceflorist.com

off your next purchase

Cell: 810-300-0454

E

Specializing in Stone Driveways

&

L

Trucking

Smiths Creek, MI

•
•
•
•
•
•

Peastone
Sand
Topsoil
Rock
10A
Stone
(Septic Stone)

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured - MDOT Drug Tested

Emil Bandurowicz, Owner

810-650-8160

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

Por�ons of our
sales go to support
our ﬁrst responders
www.facebook.com/tloparts

call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

have your business seen by Thousands of readers!
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CONFIRMED!
and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

Doors
Windows
Screen Repair
Shower Doors
Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors

Four cases of
West Nile virus
in Michigan!

(586) 725-7107

Fax (586) 725-7112

Ed Bickley

8900 Dixie Highway
Fair Haven, MI 48023

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

MIKE’S Hauling

SAVE K ,
BAC
YOUR NDS
E
WEEK
N
A D
DS
FRIEN

586-531-3103

IF
YOU D
O
WANT N’T
IT
WE’LL
HAUL
IT

GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE / FLOOD
DAMAGE, PROPERTY CLEARING AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

NEW & PRE-OWNED BOATS

ALGONAC

5793 PTE. TREMBLE RD.

810-794-5517
24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

ABC
Home &
Commercial
Services
TREATMENT FOR

SPIDERS/WASPS,
and
MOSQUITOES More!*
Call (877) 794-5678
To Set Up an
Appointment Today
ASK ABOUT OUR
GROUP DISCOUNT!
*some restrictions apply
EXISTING CUSTOMERS RECEIVE
$10 OFF FOR EACH PAID REFERRAL

ABC

Home & Commercial Services

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com/drop-location-list
for a full list of where to pick up your next copy of ThumbPrint News!

A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured
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Help Wanted

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
WANTED. Experienced & own tools.
Wanted to Buy

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting!
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay

cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at
(248) 245-7845.

Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 727-3697.

HOPE SENIOR APARTMENTS,

part-time maintenance for senior
apartments. Retirees welcome.
210 West Drahner, Oxford, Michigan.
Call (248) 628-7676
LIBERTY TAX SERVICE, entrepreneurs
wanted to join the #1 non-food franchise!
No experience necessary. Low startup
cost. Call Jim at (810) 510-0706 or
ad.reeves@libtax.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening
positions available. Placed within 10
miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
www.aarocompanies.com.

ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS.

Interested in vintage and antique Christmas
tree ornaments and decor items. If you
have just a few or if you have a lot, please
call (810) 614-8034.

For Sale
TOTALLY REMODELED, 3-bedroom,

1.5-bath, Ranch, 2-car attached garage.
120' x 100' corner lot. Near Au Sable River
and downtown Oscoda. In the heart of all
summer and winter activities. $79,900 by
owner, call (586) 872-7200.

REDUCED BY $30,000!
FOR SALE! YOU FINISH – BRICK
HOME, prime Macomb Twp. 80% of

renovations completed. Situated on (+/-)
2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th
bedroom and 3rd bathroom. You install
(new, already purchased): cherry kitchen
cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior
doors, trims, etc. Reduced by $30,000 to
$139,900 firm for quick sale.
Call (586) 306-9440.

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates
starting at $1,061 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.
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&
up

Call Today!
( 810 ) 794-2300

To Advertise With Us
Call Lisa at 888-530-3426
or visit WWW
WWW.FOXFM.COM
COM

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Lapeer, Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north
of I-69. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION
OF AUTO PARTS. Make REICHLE your

$

Today’s Best Music

FIRST CALL for OEM Replacement auto
parts. Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors,
patch panels and much more. Open Mon.
- Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697
or (810) 858-1371.

-C N-C s Greens
‘

and

s
g
n
i
h
T
n
e
d
o
Wo

Holiday Greens, Centerpieces,
Grave Blankets, Wreaths

Wood Pallet Furniture and Signs

Never Miss
an Issue!
All days of the week available,

morning, afternoons and evenings - full and part-time.

Foxfire Fixin's, one of the fastest growing restaurants
in Marine City, is now seeking to add more
waitresses and bartenders to its staff.
For more information call (810) 614-8034.
Must be 18 or over.

Subscribe

NOW!
CALL TODAY

FOR INFO
(810) 794-2300

For Info and to Order, Call Char (810) 300-6241
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR, Continued from Page 2

insisted he take us to a Casa
Particular (similar to a bed and breakfast) or a hotel, even though we had nothing
booked yet. This was our first experience with the Cuban system of continuous
referral. Each person a traveler encounters wishes to get you to your next destination.
That referring person then gets a small kickback from the person he took you to. And
as we discovered several times on this trip, they do everything they can to keep from
breaking this chain. But, eventually we were able to get the cabby to stop in front of
a restaurant, and we stepped foot out onto the ancient cobblestone streets of
Old Havana.
A friend who had previously been to Cuba informed us how to navigate the
system of Casa Particulars, and how to spot their sign, a small blue symbol
similar to an anchor. The first few we checked out were too small, and we
were already tired from traveling, so we found a small privately owned hotel
called Hostal LUZ that had a few rooms. After resting up a
bit, we explored Old Havana, where we were awestruck by the
massive forts, ancient buildings, and traffic that was composed
of 4
' 0s and '50s American cars, 1970's Russian compact cars, and
horses and oxen pulling carts. Eventually we wandered down to
the waterfront for beers and mojitos while the rain fell so hard
the building started to flood.
Brett ran out to find a cab, and ran into a Jintero, a term for
male hustlers who are mostly harmless. His name was Moro,
and his English was excellent, so we took advantage of the
situation and bought him dinner while he filled us with
stories of Cuba and how to get around.
The next morning we woke to a breakfast rich with fresh
fruits and unprocessed foods at the hostel that we enjoyed
while we hatched our plan to get out of the city; an hour
later we found ourselves in an old Russian Lada heading
for Viñuales.
The small town of Viñuales features an open air market,
and streets lined with small cafes. Our driver referred us to a Casa
that was only a few blocks out of town, on a single lane dirt road.
At $25 a night, the price was right. We felt so welcome there we
extended our stay to three days. Over those days we explored the
countryside via horseback, toured tobacco plantations where we saw
cigars being made, and climbed through a deep cave
system.
The internet is neither good nor free in Cuba. Each
town may have one or two hotspots and you have to
buy a special card to log on which gives you an hour
of very slow internet speed. It can often be an hour
or more wait just to get the card! However, I took a
chance buying some from a Jintero, and they ended
up working. As for other modern amenities, we found
that soap, toilet paper and even toilet seats are not widely
available. We were quite glad we had brought several packs
of wet wipes with us!
One day we wandered the local markets looking for
disposable razors to no avail. Eventually, we were informed
the local barber sometimes has a few to sell, so we went and spoke
with him. When I entered the small building with crooked floors
and walls, several men were getting shaved with straight razors.
The barber informed me he didn't have any razors currently, but
I could get shaved there. I motioned that the razor was for the
lady, and he waved for her to come in and get shaved! Stephanie
is adventurous, but apparently not adventurous enough to get her armpits shaved by
a Cuban with a straight razor!
We made it our goal to eat somewhere different each meal, but one night we
accepted an invitation to eat with our hosts. They prepared some traditional dishes
that were ever so delicious, including a big bowl of a black bean soup that one
pours over rice. Each evening we would sit out on the front porch, and befriend the
neighbor across the street, an older man by the name of Rene, who spoke no English.
However, Rene was very good at pantomime and patient while we looked for the
right words and phrases in our phone. Our conversations were slow, but meaningful,
and one night he gifted us with a big bundle of cigars from a friend’s plantation.
Our last night in Viñuales we decided to try a restaurant that was in a guide book,
at the top of a mountain, described to have the best views and food in all of Cuba.

(810) 794-5678 for mosquitoes!
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So, we dressed up, and hailed a cab. The driver assured us he knew the place, and
when he dropped off us off we were quite sure he didn't. Instead he had dropped us
off at a small restaurant in a wooded area, definitely not on a mountaintop, and we
were the only people there. But we decided to go with it, and were not disappointed!
The food was spectacular, and we enjoyed playing with the “wild” cats that roamed
the open air hut. Another driver later in our trip explained to us that the language
barrier, along with the marginal street address system, meant that you had about
an 80 percent chance of actually getting dropped off where
you want to be when taking a cab in Cuba!
For our last full day, we rode back to Havana, where
we found a Casa right in the middle of Old Havana. We
spent the day exploring shops, forts, and a hotel that Ernest
Hemingway had a permanent room at. A salsa festival was
going on, so the streets were alive with music. Later in the
day, we explored Plaza de la Revolución, with its massive
monuments to Che Guevara, Fidel Castro and Jose Marti. There
we saw a mint condition 1959 Imperial convertible that belonged
to former First Lady Batista, now being used as a taxi!
For our last night, Brett read about an ice cream restaurant,
housed in an old Russian Cold War structure, that was supposed
to have over 60 flavors and be some of the best in the world.
Located in New Havana, we took a ride in a 4
' 7 Dodge to get
there. Once out of the cab, we found the place packed. Two
Cuban military officials saw us as we started to go in, and
directed us away from the place and to a small stand near
the street. He told us the big place was for Cubans only, with
the national Cuban money. So we ended up with five choices
instead, although it was good. Afterward, we ventured back
to the big place, and made it into the first level before we saw
we were being followed by the officers, so we turned around
and headed out into the New Havana nighttime street scene.
Hopping in a 4
' 6 Chevy convertible, we
directed the driver back to our Casa. The old
Chevy was very tired, and smoked badly. As we
rounded the Capitol building, the car stalled out
and broke down right in front of the steps. As
we took in the views, the driver tinkered with
the engine, including pouring a healthy shot
of homemade corn fuel into the carburetor,
before getting the ancient machine to roar to
life again.
Our last day in Cuba, we took a cab east
out of town and explored the home of Ernest
Hemingway, which he abandoned during the
Revolution. His belongings were in the home
exactly as he left them, and you can only look
through the windows. Considered a national
historic site, we toured the property as well,
including his famous fishing boat Pilar.
We left Cuba wanting to do more, but longing
for some of the modern comforts of home. For
each of us the trip meant something different, but we all enjoyed our time
there. Probably the biggest surprise to us was how welcoming the Cuban
people were. We felt very safe while traveling there, and made some great
friends. I am quite sure I will return someday, to explore the eastern
side of the island more. I hope that the nation can keep its old world
charm. Even though there are no chain stores or restaurants, most
people now have smart phones. The older cars are still the majority,
but the newer ones are there too. It is a place rich with history and
beauty, and I am glad to have experienced it.

“Wherever you go becomes a part of you somehow." ~ Anita Desai

Editor’s note: If you have taken ThumbPrint News with you to any place in
the world, including places where it has already traveled, and you would like
to share your photo(s), we would love to see them. Please include a short
paragraph about where the newspaper has traveled, include your name and address, and
send it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. It may take a while for your photo(s) to appear,
but we guarantee that we will use them in a future edition and will send you a complimentary
copy of the paper at that time.
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History of the
&
Christmas Tree Walk
14th l
Annua

7
OVER 200 TREES DISPLAYED INSIDE THIS 9,500 SQ. FT. HOME!
Discount Tickets On Sale Now!

12 Days of Christmas!
December 2017

8, 9, 10, 11 ~ 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 ~ 21, 22, 23
Each night from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Last tour
tour starts
starts at
at 8:00
8:00 p.m.
p.m. Self
Self guided
guided tour
tour takes
takes approximately
approximately 11 hour.
hour.
Last
FOR MORE
MORE INFO
INFO CALL
CALL (810)-794-2300
(810)-794-2300 OR
OR VISIT
VISIT WWW.THECHRISTMASWALK.COM
WWW.THECHRISTMASWALK.COM
FOR

ThumbPrint News

would like to know a little more about you!

To complete the survey, visit

Your feedback is greatly appreciated!

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/Reader-Survey and you’ll be entered to win 2 FREE tickets!

By visiting our website and taking a brief survey, you can help us cater to YOU, the readers, better!

We strongly sugges

MON
- THURS
7:30
Breakfast
Breakfast served
served until
until 11
11 am
am -- K
SAT 7 AM -

Breakfast
Breakfast served
served until
until 12
12 pm
pm -- KK
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FOXFIRE FIXIN’S
First Responder Night
Sponsored by Thin Line Offroad

Bring your family and friends out
to Foxfire Fixin’s
(located at 7200 River Road in Marine City)

on Wed., Nov. 8th between 4 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to

Raise funds for your Department!

7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039

On Nov. 8th, Foxfire Fixin’s will donate 10% of your entire party’s food
bill* to the department of your choice. Additionally, Thin Line Offroad
will match that amount, for a total of 20% of your meal purchase
going directly to your department. *Excludes drinks, taxes and gratutities.

The More You Bring, the More You Make!

Must pre-register by Nov. 5th to keith@thinlineoffroad.com
to qualify for the donation.**

Foxfire Fixin’s and
Thin Line Offroad

are avid supporters of our
Police, Fire, EMS and
Responding Personnel.

First Responders Unite

See Our Full Menu at

www.foxfirefixins.com

Make this a friendly
competition with other
departments to see who
can bring the most people!

Let’s Paint this Place
Blue, Brown & Black!

st reservations during the busy holiday season.

RESTAURANT HOURS
0Kitchen
AM - 10at 9PM
FRI 7:30
AM- Kitchen
- 12 AMat 10 pm
Kitchen closes
closes at 9 pm
pm Breakfast
Breakfast served
served until
until 11
11 am
am - Kitchen closes
closes at 10 pm

12 AM at 10 pm
Kitchen
Kitchen closes
closes at 10 pm

SUNuntil
7 AM - -Kitchen
10 PM at 9 pm
Breakfast
Breakfast served
served until 22 pm
pm - Kitchen closes
closes at 9 pm

Reservation are not required (but may be taken for
parties of four or more by calling (810) 765-9255)
**Donations must go directly to a non-profit or fund set up specifically to benefit a first responding agency or the families of first responders.
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T�u�� Ab�u�
Met�� Ro��n�

Kn�� T��

• Is it just a Trend?
• Energy Efficient?
• Recyclable?
• Too Heavy?
LIFETIME WARRANTY
• Limited to Solid Colors?
WE OFFER
METAL ROOFING TILE • METAL ROOFING SLATE
• Chip and Rust Resistance? METAL
ROOFING SHAKE • STONE COATED METAL

Call 810-984-3420

For Your FREE Estimate

www.ReasonableRoofing.com
Financing Available

Siding • Windows • Gutters • Chimney Repair

In Childhood's
Happy Hours

Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer

BAKING DAY
These ladies are doing their baking today ,
Just notice that they look happy and gay .
Each little cook has something to do ,-Some of the tasks are enough for two .

And the pie she turns out is such a fine thing ,
We're sure it is fit for the food of a king .

Eileen is now making a fancy cake .
She never need fear that the oven won't bake .

A pudding is growing under skilled hands ,-Lucille brings the "makings" from far-away lands .

Some butter and sugar , some milk and flour ,
And a strong arm to beat it about half an hour .

There are raisins and dates and nutmeg and spice ,
With the richest of milk and some left-over rice .

The whites of the eggs must be folded in last ,
And the work of the making is over and past .

Into a big bowl the makings she'll stir .
A pudding is rather a big contract for her .

Then into the oven it's ready to go ,
And the warning is given to turn the fire low .

Then while it is baking , she'll give it due care ,-For making a pudding is a rather large share .

See Geraldine trying her hand on a pie .
If it goes to the bad , another she'll try .

When it comes from the oven , it shows a rich brown .
Lucille may rest easy ,-- she has won a cook's crown .

With apples and peaches and cherries and plums ,
She works with deft hands ,-- ten fingers and thumbs .

And when the baking is done for the day ,
The things are all washed , and then put away ,--

Such rich fluffy crusts that girlie can make ,
You'd better go to her and a few lessons take .

The kitchen swept up , with much cheerful talk ,
And then they take dollies and go for a walk .

“The poems and accompanying
photos, all from 1924, feature three
sisters: Eileen, Geraldine and Lucille (my
mother). Lucille was seven years of age
at the time the photos were shot. Eileen
and Geraldine were born in New Haven,
Macomb County. Lucille was born in New
Baltimore, Macomb County. I was named
Gerald after my Aunt Geraldine because
I was born on the day of her wedding,
December 28, 1940.
The girl’s parents were Frances and
Adolph Reiter. Adolph, for a time, ran the
interurban railroad power house in New
Baltimore, during which time the family
lived at 35955 Main Street in that city. The
setting for the poems and photos is their
subsequent residence at 4695 Lenox Street
on the east side of Detroit. (Later, they
farmed on Walker Road in Sanilac County
and retired to a home in Port Sanilac.)
Their Lenox Street next-door neighbor
shot photos of the girls at play and wrote
the corresponding poems. Unfortunately,
his identity is lost to history.”
Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint
News the right to publish these poems and
photos. We will be printing them each month
until we run out! However, they will not
necessarily be used in the order in which
they were written.
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YOUR Ad here!
Be Seen by over 100,000
potential customers!
Call
(810) 794-2300
to learn
more!

By William Easton,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

Congratulations to Brian Shaune of
St. Clair, Michigan, for correctly
answering question #46. Be the
first to correctly answer question
#47 and you could win a
J. Clary collector print!

Question #46

Why are gun salutes fired
in odd numbers, such as
1, 3, 5, 7, etc.?

Answer to #46:

Because of the old
superstition that uneven
numbers are lucky.

Maritime Trivia
Question #47
What are the first three
words (lyrics) of “Taps”?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Imagine that you were a twenty-year-old young man working on the family farm in Sanilac
County in the heart of Michigan’s Thumb in the summer of 1917. Although the country had finally
entered the war in March and you had signed up for the draft, your name had not yet been called.
Perhaps you worked in agriculture (an essential industry) raising sugar beets and witnessed older
draftees being called first; you didn’t know the reason why. But you were a crack shot and wouldn’t
have minded the military life. So you enlisted, and in August you got the summons to report to
Fort Custer at Battle Creek, Michigan.
There, along with other recruits, most from the state, you went through basic training. It has
been speculated that almost the entire group of recruits came from cold weather states of Michigan
and Wisconsin, indicating that Washington was preparing them for cold Russia – without briefing them of that
objective. After further infantry training here and in Britain, marching and firing a weapon, you assumed that you
were preparing to fight the Kaiser’s “Huns” in France, Germany and other neighboring small countries that you
didn’t recall from school geography class in Croswell.
However, after only a brief stay in England as a member of the 339th Infantry regiment, in September, 1918,
your regiment, along with supporting hospital, ambulance and engineer battalions,
wereGreektown
sent east
North
Oct 7 Sat Justin Evans
FundtoR aiser
(Up toRussia,
$30) Daytrip $35
equipped with unfamiliar British, French and even Russian rifles. You Oct
made
trek Casino
by sea
place
11 Wedthe
Greektown
(pkg to
$30) aDaytrip
$27 called
Arkhangelsk (Archangel), north of Moscow on the Dvina River that runs
ArcticRing
Ocean.
You and
were
Oct to
13 Frithe
Turkeyville
of Fire (Dinner
Show)part
Daytripof
$69
the officially named “North Russia Expeditionary Force” (NREF). (ThereOct
was
a
separate
unit
sent
further
east
into
15 - Oct 17 KofC Romeo Fall Little River Overnight $175
Siberia that saw less action.)
Oct 17 Tue Firekeepers (pkg $25) Daytrip $32
During the bitterly cold months from October through the following March,
your regiment’s assignment was
Oct 18 Wed Motor City Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
to guard valuable supplies that had been stored there for the Allies and to aid an allied Czechoslovakian legion
Oct 19 Thu Point Edward Casino (pkg $10) Daytrip $20
whose promised safe passage home by Lenin had been broken. Temperatures dropped to 30-40 degrees below zero
Oct
Oct 23 Little River Overnight
(Up tothe
$70Antarctic
pkgs) Overight $99
Fahrenheit. Under British command, you were issued heavy clothing called22a - “Shackleton
Kit” after
Oct 25proved
Wed Greektown
(pkg $30)
DaytripArctic
$27 wet
explorer. However, some of the wardrobe, such as the smooth-soled boots,
hard Casino
to walk
in the
Soaring
Eagle
Casino
(pkg
$25)
Daytrip
$32
Oct
26
Thu
snow.
Oct 29 - Oct 30 Four Winds Overnight Overnight $135

www.sunbursttours.com
,

.

Oct 7 Sat Justin Evans Greektown Fund Raiser (Up to $30) Daytrip $35
Oct 11 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
Oct 13 Fri Turkeyville Ring of Fire (Dinner and Show) Daytrip $69
Oct 15 - Oct 17 KofC Romeo Fall Little River Overnight $175
Oct 17 Tue Firekeepers (pkg $25) Daytrip $32
Oct 18 Wed Motor City Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
Oct 19 Thu Point Edward Casino (pkg $10) Daytrip $20
Oct 22 - Oct 23 Little River Overnight (Up to $70 pkgs) Overight $99
Oct 25 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30) Daytrip $27
Oct 26 Thu Soaring Eagle Casino (pkg $25) Daytrip $32
Oct 29 - Oct 30 Four Winds Overnight $135
Nov 4 Sat Frankenmuth Special Daytrip $32
Nov 5 - Nov 7 Chip Inn Overnight (3 Days) Overnight $185
Nov 6 Mon Soaring Eagle Concert Wayne Newton Special Daytrip $32
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Some of your regiment died from
pneumonia – as well as the Spanish
Flu. Recent reports by the
Detroit’s own Polar Bear
Memorial Association
suggest that of the more than
100 soldiers from Sanilac
County who saw action,
over a dozen died there. A
remembrance plaque for all
of the regiment, nicknamed
“The Polar Bears”, was
erected in Troy’s White
Oak Memorial Cemetery.
The presumed last survivor,
Harold Gunnes, died in
2003.
The irony of this wartime
saga, probably unknown to
our fictional farmer, is that
the U.S. involvement was in
vain. First of all, as we now
know, the “War to end
all Wars” supposedly
concluded with the signing of German surrender on the “eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month” (November 11, 1918). So
why was the 339th Regiment and supporting American contingents in
North Russia still fighting, getting sick and dying into the spring of
1919? They were not engaged on the war’s dormant Eastern Front, but
were participants in a civil war between the Bolsheviks (Reds) and the
Tsarists (Whites). At the request of British commanders, including Winston
Churchill, Secretary of State for War, President Woodrow Wilson had sent
this group, not to finish off the Germans, but to help the Russian government
against the continuing Bolshevik rebellion.
Incidentally, by the time that the 339th arrived near the Arctic Circle,
the military supplies, including useful weapons to be safeguarded from
the Germans, had been moved or seized by the Reds. And the unfortunate
Czechs had escaped via the Trans-Siberian Railway to Vladivostok on the
Pacific Ocean. So the stated goal was moot. From our hindsight, it could be
said that the U.S. had gotten involved in a civil war half a world away on
the wrong side. Russian history informs that the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir
Lenin, prevailed over the followers of Tsar Nicholas II, who was executed
along with all of his family, including daughter Anastasia (notwithstanding
Ingrid Bergman’s film claim.)
One wonders what went through the minds of those Michigan soldiers
stationed in that remote frozen location when they heard of the Armistice on
November 11, or learned that the supplies they were to guard were gone and
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the poor Czechs beyond help? As 1919 dragged on, except for a fairly small
number of occupation forces remaining in Germany, those who had fought on
the Western Front were sent back to the U.S. to be discharged. Meanwhile,
in North Russia there were reports of mutinies among the American and
British troops, who struggled on without benefit of updated guidance from
Washington or London. Friction was growing between the British officers
in command and American enlisted personnel. Back home, supporters of the
339th Regiment lobbied for their return. Our young Sanilac County soldier
was needed on the family farm. By July 1919, they demobilized at Fort
Devens, Massachusetts.
Remember President Wilson had been reluctant to get the country into the
war abroad and the constitutionally mandated approval by Congress was
not unanimous. He did set some time limits for their withdrawal. Stalin had
complained of the U.S. presence on Russia’s soil when no Russian soldier
had gone to America. Wilson’s successor, President Warren Harding, called
it a mistake. Our imagined young farmer probably did remember from civics
class that an earlier president, George Washington, had warned against
getting the new nation into any “entangling foreign engagements”.
Author’s note: Veterans, including the Polar Bears, did not fare well during the prosperous
'20s and Depression era '30s. Promised bonuses by Congress, legislation was vetoed by
President Calvin Coolidge who said, “Patriotism paid for
is not patriotism.” About 20,000 veterans marched
on the Capital in 1932 when they learned that the
promised money was not to be paid until 1945.
The Bonus Army may have been communist led.
At least that was the claim of former communist
march organizer, Michigander John T. Pace,
when testifying before the House Un-American
Activities Committee during the 1950s McCarthy
Red Scare period. I have found no record of any
Michigan Polar Bears joining that protest.
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Making homes beautiful and accessible for Blue Water seniors for over 14 years!

Luxury
FALL
Bath SAVINGS
Now Through Oct. 31st

Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

Walk-In Showers

50 Off
%

• Total Bathroom
Remodeling from
Start to Finish
• One -Day Bath
Re modeling
• Full Line of Safety
& Accessibility
Products
• No Mess
• No Demolition

Labor for

Mobility
Product

See store for details. Expires 10/31/2017

Walk-In Tubs

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810-385-1700
1-800-ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I try and read ThumbPrint News whenever possible. It is interesting and often brings
memories. Let me tell you about my story... After 60-plus years, there are fond memories
and facts that are somewhat dubious.
In 1952 or 53, when I was about 12 or 13, I shoveled snow, when a bar owner at Gratiot
Avenue and Holcomb in Detroit, asked me to shovel around his place. Inside, getting paid, I
met a man who asked me to shovel by his house down the street. “Okay,” I said.
That is how I met Mr. Carleton. That summer he invited me to go with him to his other
home in St. Clair. I was an immigrant child here about a year and my English was still being
learned and no doubt was not perfect in understanding. At the time, I went to Chandler
Elementary in Detroit.
The trip to St. Clair was long. I remember going through marsh land, along the St. Clair
River, past a Chris Craft boat plant, Diamond Crystal and to this town. He would also stop to
see customers. As I recall he was a Fuller Brush salesman. While in St. Clair, I was alone. So,
bumming around I came to the ferry going to Canada. Somehow, I was invited to go along
to and from Canada. But soon, I guess they realized I, not being a citizen, was an immigration
risk and so could no longer ride.
I went to St. Clair a few times as I recall. The house had a large porch, and I had my
own room. It stood somewhere in what is now the shopping center. I don't remember the
address. One time with Mr. Carleton's relatives or friends, a younger couple with two or
three younger kids, I went with them to (Marysville ?) to my first drive-in movie. There I saw
a film about an Indian, Jim Thorpe, who became an Olympic track star.
I do not remember any great highlights of the city, except it had a few churches and all
sorts of places for me to explore. However, it always remained for me a go-to place. Over
the years, I would stop there and reminisce. And, even today, it is still a place to visit, enjoy
the boardwalk that was not there then, visit some restaurants, eat ice cream and sit in the
park, or go to the playground.
We moved and I recall Mrs. Carleton, a school teacher, visiting us. But, as time went on, a
separation came and I lost contact with them. No doubt today they are in eternity, but I will
always remember them and the exposure to America they gave me.
Henry Sommerstorfer
Clinton Townhip, Michigan
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We are your

Making Memories
Contributed by Jessica Martin RN, BSN Director of Clinical Services, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

insulationplusllc.com

Locally Owned
and Operated
Kimball, MI

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079
Boaters
Welcome

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!

Grace Hospice has a program named after
what it is set to do…“Making Memories.”
The Making Memories program seeks to
embrace a hospice patient’s last wish at
the end of life. In the month of July,
Grace Hospice provided a terminal patient,
Larry Stevens, with just that. Larry was
diagnosed with metastatic liver cancer in
August of 2016.
Larry passed on July 25, 2017. He grew
up in the Port Huron and Marysville area,
where he was known as the “toymaker.”
Throughout his years, he gave back to the
community in many ways. Mr. Stevens
made toys for children when they were
most in need. His many contributions
included toys made for the Marysville
Police Department, Special Olympics,
Children’s Hospital Oncology Unit,
the Ronald McDonald House, to many
children in Guatemala, and many more
local agencies.
I had the pleasure of meeting Larry when
he had decided it was time for hospice
care in June. From the moment I met him and his family, I knew he was a
special person and was loved by so many. Larry told me of the things he had
done for those less fortunate and in need. He had a heart that was so large
that he spread his love through the gift giving of the toys he made by hand.
During a visit I made to his home, we were talking about baseball and
football games and how I have never been to one. He said, “You have to
go.” I replied, “I will put it on my bucket list.” He then said, “Do you
know what you have to put on your bucket list?” I asked him what that
was and he answered, “A hot air balloon ride.” He then began to tell me
the story of how he went on a hot air balloon ride for his fiftieth birthday as
a present he received from his deceased wife. As I left his home from that
visit, it struck me. I was going to set up a hot air balloon ride for him and
his loving companion of five years, Sue. I proceeded to call my boss and tell
her about my plans; she and I went to work making his memory.
Ten days before he passed, Larry and Sue went up in the air. This was his
last outing. When they landed, I asked Larry how he enjoyed his ride. He
said, “It was better than the last one because this time I just took it all in.”
At his funeral services, I heard Sue telling others who were in attendance
about the ride and how Larry was quiet the whole ride because “he was
taking it all in.”
The “Making Memories” program with Grace Hospice is what this
story is all about. It is giving someone with a terminal illness and
their family
one last good
memory before
they start their
journey
in
another life. It
is about giving
back to the
people we care
about who have
given so much
of t h e m s e l v e s
to others.
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stopped at this building to be issued a
firearm before heading off to fight. When
more men were needed on the front line,
the soldiers stationed at the arsenal were
sent off and only eight men ran the entire
complex – to alleviate this shortage of
men at the arsenal, soldiers wounded in
battle were stationed in Dearborn. There
was also the sutler’s shop, which sold
Detroit Arsenal Gate at Dearbornville
enlisted men personal items, and the
(contributed by the Dearborn Historical Museum)
saddler’s shop, where horse equipment
was fixed. The other buildings that
cleared for farming.
By the time the site was chosen by dotted the plot of land included a guard
Congress, most of the Native Americans house, barracks, surgeon quarters,
that called the area home were starting to carpenter and blacksmith shops, a gun
be pushed west of the Mississippi River shed, commandant’s quarters and a
by the government. A 232-acre section office – unfortunately little is known
of land was set aside for the complex about certain buildings, such as the
and construction began in 1833, under surgeon’s quarters, guard house and
guidance from Colonel Joshua Howard barracks. At one time, wounded men
– he was a paymaster during the Civil were sent to the site and were treated by
War under Abraham Lincoln, later being the on-site surgeon Dr. Edward Snow,
promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1847. who worked at the arsenal until it closed.
The complex was small in comparison The last building that was constructed
to other arsenals around the country. in 1839 as part of the arsenal was the
This was because weapons were never powder magazine, which was located
fabricated on the site like most did, but nearly 1,000 feet east of the arsenal area
instead only repaired defective wartime and had walls two feet thick. The facility
material. The majority of the facility was was a safe distance from the other
completed by 1837, and consisted of 11 buildings because if there was ever an
buildings all with a different purpose. explosion, it wouldn’t destroy the whole
It was constructed with brick made by arsenal. As time passed, the need for
Titus Dort, who started the business certain buildings faded. Around 1865, it
became evident that there
venture in 1833, on
was no longer a need for
the Rouge River.
a carpenter shop, and as
He was contracted
a result, it was converted
to make the bricks
into a chapel. In 1875, it
for
the
entire
was realized the whole
arsenal – dwellings
United States Arsenal in
were enclosed in a
Dearborn was no longer
square stone wall
necessary. Many of the
12 feet tall and
350 feet long on Commandant's quarters in 1864 (contributed buildings were sold to the
by the Dearborn Historical Museum)
public for various uses,
each side. A large
parade ground also resided within the while others were torn down, such as
arsenal walls, and outside the enclosure the barracks, guard house and surgeon’s
was the United States Military Reserve quarters, all of which were destroyed
– this was made of up of a large parcel in 1892, to make room for a Dearborn
of land, which included trees, grasslands school. The newly built institution
and bodies of water. The lumber on site was constructed using bricks from the
was imperative for early operations at arsenal and hosted graduating classes
the arsenal because it was used to build until 1925.
The saddler’s shop was one of the
the complex, as well as numerous
first buildings to welcome a
other things for the war,
change of scenery in 1877, when
including ships and gun
it was purchased and converted
carriages.
into a town hall by Dearborn
The largest building was
Township. After hosting town
the armory, which served
hall meetings for more than 50
multiple purposes, including
years, the building was sold
storing supplies. Although
and unfortunately torn down.
the complex wasn’t intended
In 1899, the massive armory
to train soldiers, it filled this
void during the Civil War to Gun carriage shed in became the Arna Woolen
ready those heading south to 1953 (contributed by Mills, which made imitation
battle the Confederate Army. the Dearborn Historical buffalo clothing – after being in
Museum)
business for a little more than
Soldiers from Michigan also

DEARBORN, Continued from Page 1

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters

Page 23

10 years, a fire broke out and destroyed commandant’s quarters, include the gun
the entire dwelling. The bricks that made carriage and sutler’s shop. The addition
up the mill were salvaged and used to of a second floor was added to the gun
construct residential homes in the area. carriage in 1906, and became the area’s
One of the structures that accomodated first Masonic Temple – as time passed,
the widest range of purposes was the the building became home to numerous
commandant’s quarters, hosting a different businesses. Today the gun
courthouse, jail, offices for city and carriage is home to the Cannoli Pastry
township officials and a school – this Shop and resides on Monroe Street. The
was all before 1950, when it was gifted sutler’s shop, on Garrison Street, has
to the city of Dearborn to be used as the become part of a medical facility, while
home for its historical museum. Today, the rest of the complex has been lost to
the building holds the honor of being time. Although the use for the arsenal
the oldest in the city that remains in its was long gone before the turn of the 19th
original location and is even on the State century, it was a gift that brought much
of Michigan’s seven most significant promise to the city of Dearborn and gave
buildings list. The powder magazine it the possibility to thrive. At the time
made quite the transformation when it the facility was constructed, one of the
was sold to Nathaniel Ross in 1883, who only employment opportunities in the
converted it into a home for his family. state involved lumber, but this wasn’t the
This remained in the Ross family for case for Dearborn. The arsenal brought
nearly 70 years until
various commerce,
Mary Ross passed
such as saloon-keeper,
away in 1950 – in her
blacksmith, carpenters
will it specifically
and brick making. The
stated the building
lure of employment
must be turned over
brought many people
to Dearborn for use
to the city, and even
as a museum.
after the arsenal was no
Ross House in 1910 (contributed by
the Dearborn Historical Museum) more, residents remained
Only four of the
12 structures still stand, which aside and continued to develop the area into
from the powder magazine and the the community we know today.
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GIARDIASIS INFECTION
IN PETS

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

DESIGNED BY FREEPIK.COM

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Giardia is a one-celled organism called a protozoa that
lives in the small intestines of animals and humans. Giardia
can be found throughout the United States as well as many
other countries. Because we do not know enough about
the parasite's life cycle or how many species of Giardia there are, it is believed that
infection is common but disease is rare, meaning that you or your pets can be infected,
but not show any clinical symptoms of disease. Experts do not know if these species
infect only specific hosts or multiple hosts. Sources of some human
infections have possibly been linked to wild animals and possible
domestic animals. Until we know otherwise, it would be cautious
to consider infected animals capable of transmitting Giardia to
humans. The route of transmission is the fecal oral route.
The Giardia organism has two forms. A fragile, feeding form known as the trophozoite
that exists in the gut of infected animals and a hardy cystic form that is shed in feces
and can survive several months in the environment, particularly in water and damp/
cool environments. Pets become infected by eating the cyst form of the parasite from
the environment. Giardia is difficult to diagnose, not only because there generally are
not any clinical signs, but also because the protozoa are so small and are not passed in
every bowel movement. Tests on multiple stool samples are often required to find the
organism. The procedures that we use to identify other parasites, like roundworms or
hookworms, kill the active form of Giardia and concentrate on the cyst form.
When Giardia cysts are found in the stool of a healthy adult dog without diarrhea,
they are generally considered a transient, insignificant finding. However, in young
puppies and geriatric dogs, they may cause severe, watery diarrhea and treatment is
necessary. These microscopic parasites attach themselves to the intestinal wall and the
damage causes an acute (sudden-onset) foul-smelling diarrhea. The stool may range
from soft to watery, often having a greenish tinge to it, and occasionally blood. Infected
dogs tend to have excess mucus in the feces. Vomiting may occur in some cases.
The two most common treatments for Giardia are the antibiotic Metronidazole and
the anthelminthic fenbendazole. These medications are normally given from five to 14
days to clear the infection. In cases with significant symptoms, both medications can
be given together in combination. Putting your pet on a low-residue, highly digestible
diet may help loosen stools during treatment. All infected pets should be re-tested two
to four weeks after completion of treatment.
The prognosis for Giardia is good in most cases. Debilitated or geriatric animals or
those with compromised immune systems are at increased risk for complications. If
your dog is diagnosed with giardiasis, environmental disinfection and good personal
hygiene are important to prevent accidental spread to humans. For environmental
disinfection of any areas that your pet has had a bowel movement in, you can use
chlorine bleach at one to two cups in a gallon of water. However, be sure that the
affected surfaces can be safely treated with bleach. If not, Lysol has been reported to be
effective in killing Giardia cysts.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located
at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other
pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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By David Gillis,
I doubt if many, or if any, of
those reading this column know that
bagpipes at one time were a Halloween
tradition. But, before I expound upon
how this ancient instrument used for
entertainment and in battles became a
local Halloween remembrance, allow
me to explore the annual holiday as I
recall it.
Growing up in the small town of
Algonac during the 1950s brought
with it a strong sense of community not
realized in larger suburban or urban
areas. Events like the annual Pickerel
Tournament were tremendous for
bringing out the population for a time
of summer fun and entertainment. But,
not far behind this 4th of July weekend
event for drawing a huge percentage
of the little village’s population, was
Halloween. On this festive day at the
end of October, Algonac area residents
participated in a party larger than life.
Well in advance of this day of jacko-lanterns and sweet treats, the kids
attending school in the center of town
began to feel the excitement that the
annual event brought. At the end of
September and continuing until the
magical day of ghosts and goblins,
the large field adjacent to the school
took on a different look as city
workers began adding to a rapidly
growing pile of wood and other trash
suitable for burning. The mountain of
trash, tree clippings and combustible
throwaway items from surrounding
neighborhoods would grow wider
and higher each day, all adding to the
anticipation of the coming event.
On the 31st of October, most of the
community would find themselves
circling the site where the pile of
unwanted items became a massive
bonfire that set the sky aglow and
filled the air with the smell of burning
wood, later to become the odor of
smoldering timber.
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But, you may ask, isn’t that day
reserved for trick-or-treating? Well,
not in Algonac 60-plus years ago.
The scrambling of children from door
to door seeking candy and other items
of appeasement happened the night
before. Wow! Two days of celebration
followed by another for recuperation.
What a life!
I pause in my story of the annual
bonfire to explain that the phrase
“trick or treat” was not used at
that time. Kids went “begging” at
Halloween and often asked those
coming to the door with candy to
“help the poor.” It seems since the
introduction of the coined phrase
was incorporated in the Peanuts
comic followed by Walt Disney’s
Donald Duck cartoon entitled, “Trick
or Treat”, somewhere in that middecade, the kids took a new approach.
Now, instead of pleading for food,
they were threatening mischief if they
didn’t get it. But I regress. Allow me
to return to my story of the burning
inferno in the center of town.
On Halloween night, just prior
to dusk, a parade would form and
marchers journeyed down Smith
Street and on to the main street of
town. The high school band, many of
its musicians dressed for the occasion,
led a contingent of rag-tag children
(and some adults) in homemade
costumes and a few small crudelymade floats. They would return on
Michigan Street to the bonfire already
displaying high orange-colored flames
monitored by the fire department.
All through the evening, hundreds
of participants would continue to
circle the blazing mound while others
would partake of hot dogs, beverages
and candy provided by the Rotary and
Lions’ clubs. From time to time during
the evening, some would be extracted
from the circling marchers to be
awarded best costume prizes
provided by local merchants.
Among the revelers who was
occasionally recognized was
an elderly man dressed in a kilt
and playing his bagpipe. That
was my maternal grandfather,
Thomas Fernandez.
Now, you must understand
that Grandpa was a native of
Spain and, in my young mind,
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not a likely player of this Celtic
instrument. However, as I grew a
little older and confronted him on the
subject, he provided me an education,
as he often did.
He explained that various forms of
the bagpipe are played all over Spain
and are part of that country’s ancient
folk traditions. Each region had its
own instrument design and style of
producing its unique drone. He told
me that northern Spain has a Celtic
influence in its history and culture,
fueled by ancient Celtic migrations
from the British Isles. That was just
one of the many times my knowledge
grew by questioning my grandfather’s
actions and wisdom.
Certainly, times have changed.
Halloween festivities have become
big business enjoyed by children and
adults of all ages. If you don’t think
so, enter any tavern on October 31.
Statistics indicate that Americans
spend more than $6 billion annually
for Halloween partying, second only
to the Christmas season. It’s not the
same, though. Gone are the blazing
bonfire and the little Spaniard in
the funny skirt. All that’s left are
memories of pumpkins, bagpipes and
community fellowship.

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
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50
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1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
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Expires 10/31/17
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Call 810-329-7440 FREE
1980 Fred Moore Highway
St. Clair, MI 48079
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CRAWLSPACE PLAN

BASEMENT PLAN

1,652 SQ. FT.

3 BEDROOM, 2 FULL BATHS & FIRST-FLOOR LAUNDRY

MODULAR HOMES HAVE COME A LONG WAY.

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

(You Save
$475)

Workup & Consultation

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 10/31/17

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered into a
drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 16, 2017, one
winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our September contest, we asked our readers
to identify what the object pictured to the right was
and for what it was used.
Of all of those submitting the correct answer,
Dave Loersch of Chesterfield Township, Michigan,
was randomly chosen to be entered into the year-end
drawing. Dave identified that the object is an antique
glass feeding device for babies (kind of like a glass baby bottle).
According to AntiqueBottles.com/nursers: “As long as there have been hungry babies,
there have been nurser bottles and infant feeders. And like everything else, inventors and
manufacturers have always tried to improve upon the originals. These vessels of nutrition
have been found in a wide array of shapes, sizes and materials from 1500 B.C. pottery to
16th Century pewter to 17th, 18th and 19th Century glass.
From nursers with rags, bottles with pewter nipples, silver pap boats (for feeding milk
with bread) and glass 'turtle' bottles with feeding tubes, infant feeding has come a long
way and continues to evolve with the widespread use of plastics. Though antique nurser
bottles and infant feeders were utilitarian in nature,
they are touching elements of the human saga
which have become captivating collectibles.”
For our October contest, we are asking our
readers to identify what the object pictured to the
left is and for what it is used. Remember, go to our
website www.thumbprintnews.com if you know
the answer.
Good luck!
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By Rita MacDonald, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
Pulling the handle down on the old-fashioned
paper cutter, I laughed out loud as the little recipe
card fell into the stack of others just like it. I
was visiting my old friend and roommate of
my
two years while stationed in Korea in the Army.
Here we were at her kitchen table in Dallas,
preparing the recipe cards to be stuffed into the
envelopes containing bridal shower invitations
for her daughter.
I laughed because there was no way 32 years
prior to that, I could have seen this day coming. I
don't think either of us ever really gave any thought to the
possibility that we would go from the young 20-something-year-old girls we were – to
the mothers, mothers-in-law and grandmothers we would become! Or that when we
did, we would still be friends! I hadn't seen Donna since I left Korea in 1987. But aside
from a short few years of having lost touch, we had pretty much remained friends over
all these years. Marriages, children, career changes and several moves – we managed
to be in touch through most of it, even if only every now and then.
Time is a funny thing, isn't it? Thirty years had passed since I'd last seen Donna –
and even though so much had changed, our friendship hadn't really at all. We could
still go from laughing out loud at something absurd, to sharing tears over the loss of
her daughter...or my daughter...in just a few short minutes. Sitting on the back porch of
Donna's home, putzing around the kitchen to throw a dinner together, or cutting recipe
cards for her daughter's bridal shower, was just like hanging out in our room in Yong
San.
"How was your trip?”, I've been asked so many times since returning just a few
weeks ago. It was good. It was really, really good. It was good to see that even though
much TIME has passed, our friendship had not changed. It was good to talk together
about what TIME has taught us – that how much of it we spend together is no reflection
on how much we value our friendship. It was good to examine how I spend my TIME
back home – not only who I spend it with, but what I spend it doing. It was good to
ponder how to spend TIME in the future doing things of value, rather than wasting it
doing things that DON'T matter. It was good to spend TIME laughing. It was good to
spend TIME sharing the past – the good TIMES and the not-so-good ones. It was good
to talk about future TIMES, and future plans, and future dreams...
The older I get, the more I value TIME, and the more I want to spend it doing things
that have value. I have wasted ENOUGH of it... While I'm tempted to say I have
wasted time on social media, I have to point out that if not for social media several
years ago, Donna and I may have otherwise lost touch for good. And so is the case for
many long-time friends from my Army days! However, I have certainly wasted a good
amount of TIME that I can never recover being angry, being unforgiving, worrying,
being frustrated, holding grudges, and feeling obligated to give away my time toward
activities, emotions, and other things and circumstances that have no value and are not
worthy of my TIME.
I'm about to turn 50-something – I can't remember (or, maybe I'm just purposefully
losing track of TIME!) It sure seems like the older I get, the more I realize the less I
actually know. TIME sure has had a way of teaching me that...And it certainly has a
way of helping us sort out just how to spend it. If we actually knew how much of it we
had left, would we spend it the same? I don't think so. And I also think those things
I've wasted my time doing (being angry, unforgiving, worrying, being frustrated,
holding grudges, etc.), would be the first things I would GIVE UP spending time on!
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G iving T hrough

Melanie Duquesnel
the S torm
making sure your kindness gets in the right hands

With hurricane season at its peak, the devastation the storms have had on the southern
part of our country has reached people all over the world, including those here in Michigan.
Being in the midst of the tropical triple threat just three weeks after Harvey’s devastation,
the desire to help is stronger now more than ever. Better Business Bureau and BBB Wise
Giving Alliance are advising people to help as much as they can in the storm relief efforts,
but to do so with caution to ensure their donations get to the people who need it most.
The devastation caused by the most recent hurricane and the unknown of what is to come
is very unsettling to most of us. When something like this happens, it is instinct for us to
help one another. Even so, it is important to practice caution when giving to charity.
Verify the trustworthiness of soliciting relief organizations by visiting Give.org to
access free reports that specify if the charity meets the 20 BBB Standards for Charity
Accountability.
See if the charity has an on-the-ground presence in the impacted areas. Unless the
charity already has staff in the affected areas, it may be difficult to bring in new aid
workers to provide assistance quickly. See if the charity’s website clearly describes what
the charity can do to address immediate needs.
Find out if the charity is providing direct aid or raising money for other groups. Some
charities may be raising money to pass along to relief organizations. If so, you may want
to consider “avoiding the middleman” and giving directly to those that have a presence
in the region. Check out the ultimate recipients of these donations to see whether or not
they are equipped to provide aid effectively.
Be cautious about gifts of clothing, food or other in-kind donations. In-kind drives for
food and clothing, while well intentioned, may not necessarily be the quickest way to
help those in need – unless the organization has the staff and infrastructure to distribute
such aid properly. Ask the charity about its transportation and distribution plans. Be wary
of those who are not experienced in disaster relief assistance.
Understand crowdfunding. Keep in mind that some crowdfunding sites do very little
vetting of individuals who decide to post for assistance after a disaster, and it is often
difficult for donors to verify the trustworthiness of crowdfunding requests for support. If
you decide to contribute via crowdfunding, it is probably best to give to people who you
personally know that have posted requests for assistance.
Remember the recovery timeline. For many communities, recovery will be a long-term
activity that can take many months or years to accomplish, depending on the extent of
the damage. Those truly concerned about helping communities bounce back will have
many opportunities to help.
Be cautious when giving online, especially in response to spam messages and emails that
claim to link to a relief organization. If you want to give to a charity involved in relief
efforts, go directly to the charity’s website. In response to Katrina, Rita and the Asian
tsunamis of several years ago, the FBI and others raised concerns about websites and new
organizations that were created overnight, allegedly to help victims.
Be wary of claims that 100 percent of donations will assist relief victims. Despite what
an organization might claim, charities have fundraising and administrative costs. Even
a credit card donation will involve, at a minimum, a processing fee. If a charity claims
that 100 percent of collected funds will be assisting hurricane victims, the truth is that
the organization is still probably incurring fundraising and administrative expenses. It
may use some of its other funds to pay these costs, but the expenses will still be incurred.
Also, something to look out for is the many once flooded, salvaged cars that will now
be resold in all 50 states. Consumers can quickly become easy targets for people who
want to sell their damaged vehicle. Analysts are warning Americans to check vehicle
history reports and inspect used cars carefully before buying. For more information visit
https://www.bbb.org/detroit/news-events/other-news/2017/flood-car-fraud/.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and
promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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If you have an event in November that you would like listed in the November issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by October 12, 2017. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that
were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - October 7 & 21
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Admission $6. Everyone welcome.
Bring finger foods and friends!
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio. October 7 entertainment by
Lighthouse Three. October 21 (our
Sweetest Day Dance) entertainment
by Emerson & Benny. For more
information call Jerry at
(989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - October 3
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion
Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6
seniors, $4 for ages 4 - 7 (under 4
free). Public welcome. All proceeds
go towards Lapeer District Schools'
scholarship fund. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - October 10
Taco Night, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. $2 per
taco. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Dryden - October 14
Golden Days of Fall Festival, St.
Cornelius Catholic Church, 3834 N.
Mill St., noon – 11:00 p.m. Games,
music, car show and more! Country
craft show and vendor show from
noon until 7:00 p.m. Raffles. Craft
and domestic beer and wine tent.
BBQ chicken dinner prepared by
The Country Smokehouse of Almont
from 2:00 p.m. until gone. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, hand-cut fries and more
served all day. Featuring the Metro
Rockway Band 6:00 p.m. – 11:00

p.m. Fireworks at dusk. For more
information call (810) 796-2926.

Lapeer - October 15
Nascar Toy Show, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Free
admission. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - October 17
Homemade Pizza Night, American
Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Public
welcome. For more information
call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - October 21
Psychic/Holistic Wellness
Festival, American Legion Post 16,

to read online anytime!

toothbrushes, Chapstick, peanuts and
protein bars. For drop-off points, call
Diana at (810) 392-5136.

a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are
free. For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Mt. Clemens - October
1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Fall Harvest Train Rides, Joy

Romeo - October 5
Health and Fitness Expo,

Park, 23701 Henry B. Joy Blvd., 1:00
p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. and 4:00
p.m. Operates rain or shine! Our
round-trip route is roughly between
30 and 40 minutes. Tickets are
purchased in the caboose the day of
the train ride - no advanced booking.
Adults $7, ages 4 - 12 $4, under
4 free. For more information call
(586) 463-1863.

New Baltimore - October 1
Flea Market/Craft/Vendor Sale,

New Baltimore VFW Hall, 35011 23
Mile Rd., 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Table
rental is $10 for each 8-ft. table. No
reservations for tables needed. Set up
begins at 8:00 a.m. Free admission
to shop. For more information call
Michelle at (586) 725-7100.

Richmond - October 3
Woman's Life Chapter 855
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial

1701 W. Genesee St., 11:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m. Psychic, mediums, holistic
healers and vendors. Admission $5.
For more information call
(810) 664-9312.

Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For
more information call (810) 392-5136.

Lapeer - October 21
Sinatra for Sweetest Day Tribute
Show, Lapeer Area Elk's Lodge

Memphis - October
4, 11, 18 & 25
Bingo, Merrick Potter American

#2567, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Tribute
artist Gary Dixon will entertain.
$20 per person or a table of 8 for
$140. RSVP only. For tickets call
Gary at (810) 441-9075.

Lapeer - October 29
32nd Annual Railroad Swap
Meet, American Legion Post 16,

1701 W. Genesee St., 10:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. $3 per person. For more
information call (810) 664-9312.

Macomb

All of Macomb County October 1 - November 1
Collection for Christmas Care
Packages for our Soldiers
Overseas. Assembled by Chapter

855 of Woman's Life in Memphis,
Michigan. Items needed are candy,
hand warmers, tube socks, apple
cider mix, assorted drink mixes, hot
chocolate mix, beef jerky, toothpaste,
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Legion Post 566, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
doors open at 5:30 p.m., games start
at 6:30 p.m. Cash prizes. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

Richmond - October 4
"101 Things that Happened on
the Mackinac Bridge", Community
Center, 36164 Festival Dr. Hear
the stories of births, deaths and
everything Mackinac by historian
Mike Fornes. $10 donation. Sips and
sweets will be served. Sponsored
by the Richmond Area Historical
and Genealogical Society. For more
information call (586) 808-2953.

Washington Twp. - October
4, 11 & 18
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke
(between 26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15

Washington Activity Center, 57880
Van Dyke, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (no
need to register; just stop by during
these times). This expo will include
various health screenings for free or
at low cost, health-related vendors,
and numerous fitness and nutrition
demonstrations. You can even get
your annual flu shot while here. Also
there will be raffles, giveaways and
refreshments. For more information
call (586) 752-6543.

Memphis - October 6, 13 & 20
Euchre, Merrick Potter American
Legion Post 566, 34330 Bordman
Rd., doors open at 6:30 p.m., games
start at 7:00 p.m. $10 buy-in. Cash
prizes. Free refreshments. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

New Baltimore - October
8 & 22
New Baltimore Farmers Market,
50976 Washington St., 8:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. October 8 is the Harvest
Festival and October 22 is Vendor
Blowout (the final market for the
season). For more information call
(586) 215-7484.

Richmond - October 14
Richmond Cemetery Walking
Tour, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Scheduled every half hour, rain or
shine. Tickets ($15) and time slot
can be purchased in advance at the
Historic Village, 36045 Park St., every
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. – noon or by
calling Marguerite at (810) 580-9594.

Washington - October 15
Octagon House Chat - The Metz
Fire, 57500 Van Dyke, 2:00 p.m. On
October 15, 1908, a devastating fire
swept through Presque Isle County
and destroyed the town of Metz. Join
us as Pat Hallman, local historian,
shares with us photographs and
stories she has collected chronicling
the Metz fire from Millersburg to the
Lake Huron shoreline - a distance of
35 miles. Admission of $5 includes
the presentation and a self-guided
tour of the Octagon House. For more
information visit octagonhouse.org or
call (586) 781-0084.
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Washington - October 23
Ballroom Dancing, Powell Middle

School, 62100 Jewell Rd., 8:00 p.m.
– 9:00 p.m. No dance experience
required. Instruction will focus on
acquiring the skills necessary to enjoy
social ballroom dancing. Each sixweek session will introduce students
to one of the following traditional
styles of dance, including waltz,
foxtrot, rumba or cha-cha. Emphasis
will be placed on proper posture,
dance positions, leading and following
techniques and footwork. All are
welcome - no partner required. $48
for resident, $54 for non-resident. For
more information call (586) 752-6543.

Memphis - October 27
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00
p.m. Cost: $10 per person. Snacks
available. Prize money awarded to
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. For
more information call Frank
at (810) 392-3717.

Richmond - October 28
"Share the Gift" Craft Show,

St. Peter's Lutheran Church, corner
of 31 Mile and Gratiot, 9:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. Cookie Walk, homemade
German potato salad and baked
beans (luncheon 11:00 a.m. – 1:30
p.m.) Donation at the door of 50¢ or a
canned food item for needy families.
Space rental still available. For more
information call Pat at (586) 784-6098
or Wilma at (810) 392-2528.

Oakland

Royal Oak - October 14
La Leche League of Michigan
2017 Breastfeeding and
Parenting Conference, Genesis

the Church, 309 N. Main St., 8:15 a.m.
– 4:30 p.m. This event is for leaders,
leader applicants, breastfeeding
mothers and their families, and
health care professionals. Go to
lalecheleagueofmichigan.org/event
for more information.

St. Clair

All of St. Clair County October 1 - November 1
Collection for Christmas Care
Packages for our Soldiers
Overseas. Assembled by Chapter

855 of Woman's Life in Memphis,
Michigan. Items needed are candy,
hand warmers, tube socks, apple
cider mix, assorted drink mixes, hot
chocolate mix, beef jerky, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, Chapstick, peanuts and
protein bars. For drop-off points, call
Diana at (810) 392-5136.

All of St. Clair County October 1 - October 31
Bottle and Can Drive. Proceeds
to benefit the Wings of the Harbor,
Transitional Living Program for

Homeless Youth in Port Huron,
St. Clair County. Pick up service
is available for large donations.
A portion of the proceeds will be
matched by Woman's Life Insurance
Company. For drop-off locations,
call Diana at (810) 392-5136.

Port Huron - October 1
Pasta Dinner Benefit for Heather
Haseltine, Charles A. Hammond

American Legion Post 8, 1026 Sixth
St., 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Tickets are
$10 and include dinner and chance to
win 1 of 3 grand prizes; children under
5 free. Raffles and special music by
Cliff Erickson. For more information
call (810) 841-4676 or (810) 824-6300.

Port Huron - October 2, 9,
16, 23, 30 & November 6 & 13
Widowed Care, Colonial Woods
Christian Counseling Center, 1101
Military St., 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
This is a support group for those
who have lost a spouse through
death. It is a group for processing
grief in a supportive environment.
To register or for more information
call (810) 984-5575.

Algonac - October 3
Ancestry: Vital Records, Algonac-

Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair River
Dr., 2:00 p.m. Vital records (birth,
marriage, death) can provide details
about important milestones in your
ancestors' lives. Using AncestryLE the
class will practice with examples and
then search for vital statistics records
for your own family tree project. For
more information call (810) 794-4471.

Port Huron - October 3
Visiting Nurse Association
and Blue Water Hospice 65th
Anniversary Open House, Port

Huron Museum Carnegie Center,
1115 Sixth St., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00
p.m. No cost, but pre-registration
is required. Open to the public. To
register or for more information call
(810) 984-4131 or visit vnabwh.com.

Port Huron - October 3 & 10
Rhythm and Rhyme for the
Very Young, Port Huron Library,

210 McMorran Blvd., 10:00 a.m.
Introduce your little one to the sounds
and rhythms of language through
short poems, stories and music. Then
stay for play. Ages 0 - 3, with their
caregivers. For more information
call (810) 987-7323.

Kimball - October 4, 11,
18 & 25
Bingo, Marysville K of C #9526,
McGivney Banquet Center, 4521
Ravenswood Rd., 6:20 p.m. (doors
open two hours prior). For more
information call (810) 364-6800.

Marine City - October 4, 11,
18 & 25

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ticks!

Tutors for Kids, Marine City
Library, 300 S. Parker, 6:00 p.m.
Could you use help with your
homework? Your local library can
help! Receive one-on-one free
tutoring in the subject of your choice
with local high school National Honor
Society members. Grades K - 8. Call
(810) 765-5233 to register.
Port Huron - October
4, 11, 18 & 25
A Matter of Balance, Lake Huron
Medical Center, 2601 Electric Ave.,
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This class
meets every Wednesday for eight
consecutive weeks. The program
is free to attend. Please plan to
attend all eight sessions. Do you
have concerns about falling? Have
you limited your activities due to the
fear of falling? Are you interested
in improving your balance, flexibility
and strength? If so, join us for this
program designed to manage falls
and increase activity levels. For
more information or to register
call (810) 216-1035..

Port Huron - October 5, 12,
19 & 26
Progressive Bingo, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post,
1026 Sixth St., 6:30 p.m. (doors open
at 4:30 p.m.) For more information call
(810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - October 5, 12,
19 & 26
Slider Thursdays, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post,
1026 Sixth St., noon – 7:00 p.m. $4
for 3 burger sliders and fries. For
more information call (810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - October 5, 12,
19, 26 & November 2
Trauma Recovery Group,

Colonial Woods Christian Counseling
Center, 1101 Military St., 6:30
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. This group is for
those who personally experienced
a trauma or frightening event, those
who witnessed the event, or those
who picked up the pieces afterwards.
There is a one-time donation of $5.
Offered by the Office of Victim's
Rights. To register or for more
information call (810) 984-5575..

Port Huron - October 5, 12,
19 & 26
"Until There's a Cure, There's
Care", Lake Huron Medical Center,

2601 Electric Ave., 5:30 p.m. – 7:00
p.m. This program is designed to help
families better understand how it feels
to be living with dementia and related
changes. While attending all four
seminars is not a requirement, it is
encouraged because the topics build
on each other. To register or for more
information call Rosemary at
(810) 216-1035.
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Lakeport - October 6 & 27
Family Storytime, Burtchville

Township Library, 7097 Second
St., 10:00 a.m. Stories, with a mix
of poems, puppets, songs, finger
plays, movement activities and crafts
that promote literacy are available
for children ages 0 - 5 and their
caregivers. For more information
call (810) 985-8550.

Marysville - October 6, 13,
20 & 27
9th Annual Marysville K of C
#9526 Farmers Market, Marysville
Park waterfront (across from the old
boat launch), 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Vendors wanted. All welcome. For
more information call (810) 364-6800
or (810) 824-7435.

Memphis - October 6 & 20
Canasta, Memphis Public Library,

34830 Potter St., 10:00 a.m. Join us
for Canasta. Beginners welcome.
Coffee and donuts provided. For more
information call (810) 392-2980.

Port Huron - October 6, 13,
20 & 27
All-You-Can-Eat Cod Fish Fry,

Charles A. Hammond American
Legion Post, 1026 Sixth St., 4:30 p.m.
– 8:30 p.m. $10.95. Other menu items
also available. For more information
call (810) 982-9553.

Port Huron - October 8
Drag Queen Bingo, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post
8, 1026 Sixth St., doors open at
11:30 a.m. for brunch; bingo starts at
1:00 p.m. $20 includes brunch and
6 games of bingo. RSVP required;
major credit cards accepted by
phone. This is not your grandma's
Bingo! Expect humorous banter
and innuendo from the hosts. All
funds raised go to Toys for Kids and
American Legion S.A.L. For more
information call (810) 982-9553.

Fair Haven - October 14
Paw Patrol - Marshall, Ira

Township Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd.,
11:00 a.m. October is Fire Safety
Month, so join your favorite Paw
Patrol buddy, Marshall, for some fun,
games and fire prevention tips. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

Yale - October 16
Teen Craft Day, Yale Library, 2

Jones St., 2:30 p.m. Teens - join
us for crafts, sharing and snacks!
Registration is requested, but not
required. For more information call
(810) 387-2940.

Kimball - October 19
Teen Book Spine Poetry, Kimball

Township Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd.,
5:00 p.m. Serious or silly..."write" your
own poem from titles on our book
spines. Registration requested. Ages
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10 - 18. For more
information call
(810) 982-9171.

Capac October 21
Jack-O-Lantern
Craft, Capac

Library, 111 N.
Main St., 11:00
a.m. Come and
make a jack-olantern by gluing
popcorn seeds
and coffee beans
onto a pumpkin
shape. For more information call
(810) 395-7000.

Kimball - October 21
Craft Show, Bake Sale and Used
Book Sale, McGivney Banquet
Center, 4521 Ravenswood Rd., 9:30
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Free admission.
Sponsored by Marysville K of C #9526
Ladies Auxiliary. For more information
call Ann at (810) 434-2924 or Rita at
(810) 364-8547.

Marysville - October 21
Creatures of the Night, Marysville
Public Library, 1175 Delaware, 1:00
p.m. What goes bump in the night in
Michigan backyards? Visit and learn
about the adaptation and behaviors
of our nocturnal neighbors. For more
information call (810) 364-9493.

St. Clair - October 21
Movie Night, St. Clair Library, 310

S. Second St., 2:00 p.m. Come watch
Star Trek Beyond from Paramount
Pictures Studio, rated PG-13. Ages
11 - 19. Registration required by
calling (810) 329-3951.

Port Huron - October 25
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115

Sixth St., 7:30 p.m. The program
speakers will be Cindy Anderson and
Candy Soehren from the Daughters
of the American Revolution (DAR).
They will talk about requirements
for joining, how to join, where they
meet and other things of interest.
Light refreshments will be served.
Anyone interested in local history or
researching their family history may
visit our program as a guest, or they
can become a new member of the
group. For more information visit
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/
or call (317) 600-7813.

Port Huron - October 28
BWCW Wrestling, Charles A.

Hammond American Legion Post 8,
1026 Sixth St. For more information
call (810) 982-9553.

Yale - October 28
Halloween Party, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 1:30 p.m. Come and join
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Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Call before Oct. 31, 2017!

Eileen Simons

TOLL FREE: 888-501-7085 X108
DIRECT: 586-260-9806

the party! Crafts, costume contest and
snacks. Join us for activities and lots
of fun. For more information call
(810) 387-2940.

Sanilac

Sandusky - October 14 & 28
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.)
$6 for members, $7 for guests
(regular dances). $10 membership per
year. On October 14 entertainment
provided by The Natural Tones and
October 28 entertainment provided by
Dick Hedrich and Son. Dancers bring
pumpkin pies. For information call
Leola at (810) 657-9349 or
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Port Sanilac - October 15
2017 Lecture and Concert
Series, Sanilac County Historic

Village and Museum, 228 South
Ridge St., 3:00 p.m. Today award
winning classical guitar soloist,
William Henry Russell, will be
featured with his own distinctive
sound. He has entertained audiences
for over 30 years. Free. For more
information call (810) 622-9946.

Marlette - October 23
$5 Jewelry Sale, Marlette Regional
Hospital in the Medical Office
Building, 2770 Main St. Sponsored
by the Marlette Hospital Auxiliary.
For more information call Billie
at (810) 580-0628.

Tuscola

Caro - October 6 & 7
5th Annual Thumb Area Old
Engine and Tractor Association
Swap Meet/Flea Market, Tuscola
County Fairgrounds, 188 Park Dr.,
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Free
admission. For vendor information
visit carotractorshow.com or call
(989) 673-3430.

Wayne
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.

MARKET MATTERS

As our fall market rushes in, let us reflect on the results we have seen these last
few months.
Throughout much of the summer, inventory remained low and prices continued
to climb compared to 2016. Nationwide, the median home prices pushed above
$250,000 and were projected to hit $275,000, a 9% increase over last year
According to the manager of economic research at Realtor.com, the housing
market has gone 24 months in a row seeing inventory drop on a yearly basis. This is
the longest streak in over 20 years.
It’s also great to say we have seen lots of positivity in the Metro Detroit real estate
market this season. Metro Detroit was named #6 on Realtor.com’s “20 Hottest Real
Estate Markets” for June compared to the month prior when Metro Detroit was #18.
The city of Detroit has seen a moderate upswing in the housing market. Forbes
listed Detroit as the #1 most undervalued housing market which makes it a great time
to consider purchasing properties and land while it is still at a low cost.
In western Michigan, the market is continuing to thrive. The market has fully
rebounded since 2009, and homes that are priced reasonably are selling quickly.
Grand Rapids was ranked the nation’s 7th best market for flipping homes. Those who
are looking to buy should be prepared to act quickly when searching for a new home.
All signs point to a strong fall market. Mortgage rates have stayed around 4%
throughout the season creating a highly competitive market. The market expects that
the fed funds rate will remain unchanged at the conclusion of the next Federal Open
Market Committee meeting.

HOME SELLER CHECKLIST
Things to Consider Before You Sell

You’ve made the decision to sell your home, now what?
Market Research – While you may have a good idea of prices in your neighborhood
and around your house, you will want to get a better idea of comparable – similar
style, size (square footage, bedrooms and baths), location and amenities –
properties before you put your house on the market.
Use of a Real Estate Professional – A 2017 National Association of Realtors®
(NAR) Survey indicated that 89% of home sellers worked with a real estate agent
to sell their home. For Sale By Owner was low at 8% this year. The need for
a trusted advisor is still paramount, with personal relationships and connections
remaining the most important feature of the agent-buyer/seller bond. 64% of
recent home sellers used a referral or the same real estate agent they had worked
with in the past.
Get Your House Ready to Sell – Enhance your property’s curb appeal to make
a good first impression. De-clutter and neutralize your home to let potential
buyers see the space and visualize themselves in the home. A neutral décor and
an absence of clutter show your home in its best light. Staging is important, and
when well done, can make a tremendous difference in the time and price at which
a property will sell. And a thorough house cleaning, including mechanicals such
as the tops of the furnace and water heater, is a sign to prospective buyers that
you have taken great care of your home.
Pricing Your Home to Sell – It’s important to understand the market and to set
a reasonable asking price based on actual recent comparable sales. Even in a
Sellers’ market, the asking price should bear a reasonable relationship to market
value to attract offers, perhaps even multiple offers, and to better ensure that
the house will appraise for the agreed price as part of the mortgage process and
result in a successful sale.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors℠ serving Macomb, St. Clair and
Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

YOU DECIDE
Meet employers looking to hire!
MeetBring
employers
looking
to hire!
Bring resumes
resumes&&dress
dress
professionally!
professionally!

Bring resumes & dress professionally!

THIS

or

THIS

800 Harker St., Port Huron, MI 48060

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11, 2017
Fair Hours 2 pm to 6 pm

HOUR for veterans, spouses, dependents,
2 pm to 3 pm EXCLUSIVE
ac�ve military and reserve members only.
3 pm to 6 pm OPEN TO EVERYONE

&

Don’t wait until it’s too Late!

Register Today!

ABC
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Before
you
fire up
your
fireplace

or
woodburner
Call Your
Local
Chimney
Sweeping
Crew at:

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

www.careerfair4vets.com
Some services require pre-registra�on
For More Informa�on Call

(810) 989-6945
OPEN during Fall Career Fair
to veterans, spouses, ac�ve military and
reserve members and dependents of all ages.
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Reclinerama
Buy One Get One Free

Downtown Port Huron or Fort Gratriot
Buy One Get One Free

$

398

Buy One Get One Free

$

$

1,098

$

$

1,098
NORTH STORE

698

Buy One Get One Free

998

Buy One Get One Free

$

Buy One Get One Free

598

Buy One Get One Free

898

Buy One Get One Free

$

Buy One Get One Free

$

998

Buy One Get One Free

$

1,298

Compare at $1,599

$

798

Buy One Get One Free

$

1,098

Buy One Get One Free

$

1,298

SOUTH STORE

Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

bensff.com
®

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

OPEN 7 DAYS:
Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

