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Most cities and towns in Michigan were settled in the 1800s,
but one of the largest cities in Michigan was being inhabited
tens of thousands of years before this time; the first humans
to ever visit the United States often frequented what would
eventually become Sterling Heights.
When the last ice age was coming to a close approximately
15,000 years ago, the Bering Strait between Alaska and Asia
was exposed. This land is believed to have been the gateway to
reach the western hemisphere used by the Paleo or “ancient”
Indians. This group of people is sometimes referred to as the
Clovis People, who appeared at the end of the Pleistocene
period. The long gone land bridge not only made it possible
for humans and animals to come to America, it also allowed
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those animals to leave the country and travel to other parts
of the world. Compared to the wildlife we are familiar with
today, the Paleo Indians lived with animals that would exceed
a person’s wildest imagination. 15,000 years ago the world
was filled with
massive animals,
such as mastodons,
mammoths, giant
sloths, 300-pound
beavers,
wild horses,
1,500-pound bears
and 2,000-pound
glyptodonts, which
were essentially
Old drawing of a glyptodont
armadillos the size of a small car.
The first humans reached Michigan about 12,000 years ago,
but gathering evidence beyond that has proven to be difficult.
The reasons are the land has undergone different forms of
development for over a century and the culture left little
evidence of their existence despite living in the country for
thousands of years. Some archeologists suggest the first
See STERLING HEIGHTS, Page 8
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At one time in history, hunting the largest
bear on earth was a legal venture in the
United States. When this was the case, one
of the massive mammals was taken from
Alaska, eventually making its way all the
way to the “mitten” state.
It has been illegal to hunt polar bears
in Alaska since 1972, except for Alaskan
natives, who are allowed to hunt them for
subsistence. Although this is now against
the law in America, hunting the animal is
still allowed in Canada, however the bodies

are forbidden from being shipped to
the states. Because of all the red tape
surrounding the animal, finding any
desirable part of a polar bear here is
few and far between.
Mr. Koepplinger, of Oak Park,
Michigan, killed this bear in 1957
in Point Barrow, Alaska, when it
was still legal to hunt the animal.
Less than a decade later in 1966, the
specimen was donated to Michigan
State University. Since then, the icon
has resided in the lobby of the Natural
Resources Building at the college.
While the beloved symbol is not of
record size, it is on the larger size for a
polar bear. In comparison to the largest
polar bear ever recorded which stood
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Louis Joe Nessen and Robert Miller, circa 1942 (relatives of the editor)

ALGONAC-CLAY COMMUNITY FUND RECEIVES GRANT MONEY
VOTE TODAY
TO AWARD TO NON-PROFIT GROUPS

The local Algonac-Clay Community Fund is pleased to announce they have received a surprise $6,000 from the St. Clair County Community Fund to award
grants to local community groups. This money has to be awarded by the end of 2015. The Algonac-Clay Community Fund decided to award a $3,000, $2,000 and
$1,000 grant to any non-profit group in the Algonac-Clay area who submitted grant applications that were reviewed and selected by the local Community Fund.
We are thrilled to say the Algonac-Clay Historical Society grant for upgrading the ADA ramp at the Community Museum was selected to be one of the five. Here
is how we can win one of the amounts.
There is a voting box at the following local banks- Fifth Third, Talmer and Northstar. When you are in any one of these banks, you can vote by putting
money in the slot in front of the Algonac-Clay Historical Society frame. Each $1.00 is a vote. You can write a check to put in the slot. The check must be
made out to: ST. CLAIR COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION and please write “Historical Society” on the memo line. The organization that gets the most
votes will be awarded the $3,000. Voting ends December 1st and the three winners will be announced at halftime of the Algonac High School basketball game on
December 8th. Whatever money is collected in our voting box will be given to the Historical Society - so this is a win-win fundraiser for us.
If you are interested in voting for our grant and you live out of town and do not do your banking at one of the Algonac banks, you can mail a check to: AlgonacClay Historical Society, P.O. Box 228, Algonac, MI 48001
Marilyn Genaw will put your check in one of the three voting boxes. If you have any questions, please call Terry Wallis at (810) 671-7968.
Thank you for your continued support of the Algonac-Clay Historical Society.
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What Happened On This Day in History?
November
8.
On this day in 1512, Michelangelo’s
1.exhibited
painting on the Sistine Chapel ceiling is
On this day in 1983,
for the first time.
9.
Alfred Heineken,
On this day in 1920, the first radio
beer brewer from
2.
broadcast in the United States is
Amsterdam, is kidnapped
made from Pittsburgh.
and held for a ransom of
more than $10 million.
On this day in 1921, milk
3.
drivers on strike dump
On this day in
thousands of gallons of milk
10.
1969, The PBS
onto New York City’s streets.
children’s program Sesame Street
debuts.
On this day in 1952,
4.
General Dwight D.
this day in 1933, the first
Eisenhower is elected 34th
11. On
of the great dust storms of the

On this day in 1960, John F. Kennedy
is elected 35th president, defeating
Republican candidate Richard Nixon in the
closest election, by popular vote, since 1880.

President of the United States.

1930s hits North Dakota.

5.

On this day in 1938, Mexico
agrees to compensate the
United States for land seizures.

12.
On this day
13.
in 1982, the
Vietnam Veterans

On this day in 1930, Sinclair Lewis
becomes the first
American to win a Nobel
Prize in literature for his
novel Babbitt.

6.

On this day in 1973,
Coleman Young
becomes the first AfricanAmerican mayor of Detroit,
Michigan.

Memorial is
dedicated in
Washington, D.C.

7.

On this day in 1967, President Lyndon
B. Johnson signs a bill establishing
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

On this day in 1960, the first
15.
submarine with nuclear missiles,
U.S.S. George Washington, takes to sea
from Charleston, South Carolina.

On this day in 1920, metered mail is
16.
born in Stamford, Connecticut, with
the first Pitney Bowes postage meter.
On this day in 1970, Soviet
17.
unmanned Luna 17 touches down
on the moon.
On this day in 1993, twenty-one
18.
political parties approve a new
constitution for South Africa that expands
voter rights and ends the rule of the
country’s white minority.

On this day
19.
in 1620, the
Pilgrims sight Cape
Cod.

On this day
20.
in 1945, the
Nazi war crime
trials begin at
Nuremberg.

21.

On this day in 1967, President
Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Air
Quality Act, allotting $428 million for the fight
against pollution.

22.

On this day in 1995, the first
feature-length film created entirely
with computer generated imagery – Toy
Story – premiers.
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On this day in 1995, Ireland votes
24.
50.28% to 49.72% to end its
70-year-old ban on divorce.
On this day in 1844, Carl Benz,
25.
pioneer of early motor cars, is
born.
26.
On this
A multiservice company that you can trust!

day in
1901, the
Hope
diamond is brought to New York.

On this day in 2001, Hubble Space
27.
Telescope discovers a hydrogen
atmosphere on planet Osiris, the first
atmosphere detected on an extrasolar
planet.

On this day in 1971, the Anglican
28.
Church ordains the first two
women as priests.
On this day in 1972,
29.
Atari announces
the release of Pong, the first
commercially successful
video game.

On this day in 1995,
30.
Operation Desert Storm officially
comes to an end.

On this day in 1963,
On this day in 1945, wartime meat
14.
Iceland gets a new island when a
23.
and butter rationing ends in the
volcano pushes its way up out of the sea
United States.
five miles off the southern coast.
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By Robert Christensen,

TITANIC - THE BUILDING OF AN ICON
EXHIBIT & WORLD CLASS GALLERIES
Saturdays: 12am - 5pm
Sundays: Please call or check our website for times.
430 S. Water Street, Marine City, MI 48039

(810) 765-5155
Tickets: $8 - Adult/Senior $5 - Child/Student
WATCH FOR OUR UPCOMING CLASSIC MOVIES!

Visit our website

WWW.MARINERTHEATER.NET
for tickets and information.
Tickets are also available at the door on the day of the event.
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ThumbPrint News Contributor

I grew up on a farm from 1935 to 1954. Winters in central Michigan were always
cold and snowy. They still are! My brother, sister and I walked a mile to our oneroom country school. Some kids had to walk up to two miles. Parents did not drive
their kids to school, especially in the 1940s when gasoline was rationed; nor was
there a school bus.
In those days, the clothing available was nothing like what we have today. The
warmest pants, shirts, socks, coats, underwear, gloves, etc. were made from wool.
Alternatively, one would wear cotton in layers. Boys wore long underwear with the
"drop flap"; I don't know what the girls wore! Insulated coats and footwear had not
yet come on the market. As far as we knew, only Eskimos had fur-lined boots. We
must have looked like small versions of the Michelin tire guy with all our layers.
Our shoes were leather that had to be slipped inside of "4-buckle
rubber arctics". Getting these rubber boots on and off each time was a
major tussle for kids, parents and the school teachers. Men working
outdoors often wore felt shoe-liners or pacs which kept feet warm,
as long as they were kept dry by being in the rubber boots. No
kids that I knew ever wore felt shoes or liners; what we had were
heavy socks, heavy shoes and heavy boots. They were a load for
a youngster to carry walking to school or playing in the snow. Running with all the
layers of clothes and the boots was almost impossible.
Only now do I realize the burden on the teacher represented by the removal and
reclothing of the younger kids on arrival and departure from school, as well as before
and after the noon and recess breaks. If an emergency trip to the outhouse was called
for, that involved yet another hurried donning of full gear and its removal upon the
young student's return. In the case of the very young, this often required that the
teacher escort the child as well. Not only must this have been physically exhausting,
but also a real challenge to fit in lessons for each of the K through 8 classes the one
teacher was expected to present.
The older boys were tough and coveted laced-up high leather boots like those worn
by their idols: lumberjacks and Canadian Mounties. (I remember when I got my
15-inch "hi-tops" with rawhide laces all the way up - a day of pride!) Unfortunately,
these leather shoes were neither warm nor waterproof. We would never wear
4-buckle boots with them. We tried various store-bought and homemade substances
that were supposed to waterproof them, but these only worked to a limited degree.
The waterproofing effect seldom lasted very long.
My method was to melt tallow obtained from the butchering of our beef animal.
I'd slather it on the leather, applying greater amounts to the seams. Even then, my
feet got wet. This natural organic fatty substance added a redolence to the air of our
typically overheated classroom beyond the odors that were normally there.
Wet shoes and wet feet were an invitation for the affliction called "chillblains". To
us, chillblains were "frostbite". Visually they first showed as whiter than normal toes
and other parts of the feet. Ears and fingers would also get frostbite if exposed too
long in below freezing temperatures. They too, became white. Then, as the afflicted
areas warmed, they would turn bright red as circulation returned. They would begin
to feel very hot.
A bit later, and for several days, these defrosting parts would burn and itch. For a
kid in school this became exquisite torture as you sat in your heavy socks and shoes
and yearned to scratch the itch. Obviously, taking shoes and socks off while in the
classroom was frowned upon by the teacher, as well as other students who were not
suffering the same itch. As I recall, recovery from this ailment took several weeks,
possibly because of the opportunities for additional chilling to one's footly flesh.
I believe it was around 1960, when the new lightweight insulating technology came
along. Wool is still used for garments and down jackets are favored by skiers, but less
costly thermal clothing is basic for outdoor workers and the rest of us. Insulated and
waterproof footwear makes “chillblains” a rarity. But I can still remember the itching
feet we had in the “good old days”.
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2.4GHz streaming
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• Excessive wax build up
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Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

Hearing
Screening

$

Valued at
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Michigan Public School
Retiree Services
May Receive Up To

$

2,500

*

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Hearing Aids
as low as
BeltoneTurn75 OpenFit

Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase
or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 11/30/15

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand
of Hearing Aid.

Towards Two Hearing Aids*

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries

*Certain restrictions may apply

Offer expires 11/30/15

Easy
Payment
Plans
Available

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler
UAW
entitled to

2 FREE

*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816
LJ-0001042400-01

995

$

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Marine City
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com
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The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus
ThumbPrint News Columnist

“In every block of marble I see
a statue as plain as though it stood
before me, shaped and perfect in
attitude and action. I have only to hew
away the rough walls that imprison
the lovely apparition to reveal it….”
-Michelangelo
PARTNER-REALIZATION
LEVEL
(One + One = Three)

INTEGRATING UNIQUENESS
LEVEL
(Personal Imprinting)

FULCRUM LEVEL
(Securing Higher Ground)

NEW LOVE LEVEL
(Imagining the Possibilities)

LIKING LEVEL
(Relationship Basics)

In many ways, Michelangelo’s vision
reflects the pilgrimage toward your
intended purpose. It is the chipping
away of all the noise, clutter, ego, and
self-sabotage that keeps you from
becoming your intended self and
allowing your soul to reach its highest
expression. As intimate relationship
continues to mature, the ability to
imprint each partner’s distinctive
features advances. This is the basis
of the fourth level of relationship
progression: Integrating Uniqueness.
Here, the relationship feels more and
more comfortable as the special bond
within the partnership continues to
strengthen. Each partner strives to
develop their uniqueness as individuals
and as a couple - stamping their “DNA”
into the fabric of the relationship.
Overall, because each partner “sees”
the other so well, creativity is enhanced
as the nuances of each other are set
free. The needs within this level are as
follows:
1. Emotional Perspective
demonstrates the need to connect
from within our deepest self so as to
understand how and why we feel as
we do. This higher level of emotional
intelligence greatly enhances the
ability to recognize and ascertain what
generates your emotional responses

(or lack of) within your relationship.
Honing this higher perspective of
knowing allows you to pause before
your feelings are triggered, creating
a gap between emotional stimuli
and response. This gap provides an
opportunity to filter out the fears
and biases that your conscious or
unconscious mind may interject,
making your actions more constructive
and positive. It frees you from being
chained to old patterns and habits especially those that bring pain and
keep you from growing. Lacking
this ability, we become swayed by
our “programming”, and as William
Wordsworth stated, “Habit rules the
unreflecting herd”. We as humans
believe that what we think is right and
true. Therefore, we don’t have the
tendency to question the premises our
beliefs are based upon. Developing
emotional perspective enlarges the
depth and breadth of not just your
relationship, but the world around you
as well.
2. Latent Intimacy expresses the need
to know and share our potential self,
beyond our current boundaries and
level of knowledge. It is the ability to
find what still remains to be discovered.
Knowing your true self should be an
unending lifelong passage, one in which
you periodically put in a new lens,
increase the magnification, and look
inward. It is fueled by inquisitiveness
and a desire to grow. This can include
uncovering new dimensions through
new interests or the reacquaintance
of old ones; shifting worn paradigms
and creating new perspectives; or the
continuation, broadening, or deepening
of existing paths. But this ongoing
internal trek can also uncover dark and
not so desirable areas, those hidden
even from your innermost self. These
can include the traumatic experiences
from past relationships, childhood
issues, shameful events - anything
hurtful to the degree that your mind
chose to lock it away. Discovering these
deeply buried emotions play a key part,
as the more wholly you can do this, the
more close your relationship becomes.
Ultimately, you cannot share with
yourself or your partner, that which
you don’t recognize and acknowledge.
Pay close attention to these concealed

to read online today!

aspects, for many times they present the
most potent opportunities for further
understanding and growth. In addition,
the safety and closeness of intimate
relationship can provide a more secure
environment for this discovery process
to occur in.
3. Imprinted Sex reflects the need
to fulfill our sexual desires in a way
that expresses our unique energies,
dynamics, characteristics, and love.
This level of sexual energy goes well
beyond the physical realm, and invokes
the distinctive mental and emotional
aspects that define both you and your
partner. It’s a reflection of the journey
into yourselves and the alignment
of your special feelings toward one
another. This intimate union is further
enhanced by the one-of-a-kind qualities
that comprise your relational elements,
coming together in a sexual energy
that is all your own. It’s the beginning
of your own private universe - where
you can truly release your physical
and emotional appetites. Mood setting,
attire, sexual and non sexual affection,
non verbal communication, techniques,
and the exchange of special words and
touches, all can play a part - but the
predominant factor is sharing the love
and passion that is uniquely yours.

November 2015
However, experiencing this enhanced
level of intimacy does not occur every
time there is a sexual exchange. Even
with your higher sexual consciousness,
over time your sexual relationship can
hit dry spells, ruts, and routines. Though
when these do occur, the creative
sparks of your unique energy together
will make it easier to move past these
furrows and infuse new enthusiasm into
your sex life.
4. Growth Potential Differences
exhibit the need to further explore
growth opportunities from the
perspectives and traits of our partner
that are different from our own. Growth
is minimized when there are too many
similarities in the relationship, as there
are too few differences to challenge
you. Conversely, most of us don’t relish
our partner challenging too many of the
viewpoints and ideas we have either.
Therefore, a balance needs to be struck
between the comfort of your notions,
versus the discomfort of adapting
new ideas. At this point, you have
already assimilated the complementary
differences that existed; those are easy.
What can remain are those differences
that challenge your beliefs and
perspectives (and because you love and
value your partner, it is more difficult

To advertise your business with us, please call Lisa at 888-530-3426
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to completely dismiss these). Some will
grow on you and become integrated
into your thought patterns and actions.
Others will be just that: differences.
The key to this level is to meld and
incorporate your contrasts in ways that
make you both better for it. If you allow
it, the absorption of these differences
will occur organically, pushed by your
conscious and unconscious mind.
Remember, this “evolution” toward one
another, if done in the spirit of growth,
makes your relationship not only
stronger, but more uniquely yours.
5. Creativity satisfies the need for
imagination and excitement in our
intimate relationship. Creativity spills
over into your daily routines, how
you greet each other, your sex life,
the meals you eat, how and what you
talk about, the movies you watch, the
music you listen to, even the way you
dress. All either add to or take from
creativity. Dullness is the reverse of
creativity. Doing, feeling, and seeing
the same things over and over again
lead to stagnation. Over time, this can
weaken and crack the foundation of
any partnership. The roots of creativity
are founded in the ability to move
away from monotony by doing old
things new. This doesn’t imply finding
something different to do (though on
occasion that can be very positive);
rather, it is adding variation to the way
you go about what you “normally” do.
By seeing past the ordinary, adding
nuances and paying attention to
detail, and by linking the “singular”
to the “collective” - creativity gains a
dimensional boost that can make all the
difference in the way your day, your
relationship, and your life feel. Keep
in mind that growth is also a requisite
for continued creativity. It develops
new knowledge and perspectives, all of
which generate new mixes of thoughts,
energies, and dynamics. Go beyond the
generic! Incorporate the uniqueness of
your relationship by using creativity to
imprint the special one of a kind bond
that you share.
6. Integrated Listening is the need to
be truly heard and deeply understood
from within our whole self. This “big
picture” listening can only occur
when empathy and engaged listening
are taken to the next level. This is
accomplished not just by being fully
open, but in also seeing through your
partner’s eyes and feeling through their
heart. It is seeing them in their entirety,
and combining their perspectives,
emotions, and full self into what is
being communicated. While most
listening is done in bits and pieces,

this skill involves taking all of the
components of what your partner is
expressing, and wholly integrating
them. It’s connecting all the dots.
This skill raises your ability to truly
see their current and desired state. By
encouraging and attentively seeking to
regularly connect in this nurturing way,
you become “clearly visible”—not just
as each other’s partner—but as your
own unique selves as well. It often
becomes too easy to see them in the
singular role of “your partner”. Just as
a child can only view their mother as a
Mom, not realizing they are their own
person, spouse, lover, friend, sibling,
coworker, and daughter as well. Also
remember, understanding and agreeing
are two different things. Understanding
while disagreeing builds a bridge to stay
connected and “in spirit”, minimizing
the fuels for argument.
7. Recognition of Uniqueness
illustrates the need for our special and
defining qualities to be recognized by
our partner. We live in a world with
billions of others, each sharing many
common traits. Viewed from space,
we would look virtually identical. It is
only through looking closely that our
differences become apparent. However,
knowing your partner (and yourself)
so completely, takes this magnification
to another level. Recognizing one
another’s “DNA” means you know that
person better than anyone else, and
vice-versa. What an honor, and what
a gift. It’s like having a magnifying
glass that only you can see through.
Loving your partner is to admire all
their qualities: the way they think,
their aspirations and what they strive
for, their humanity and efforts, how
they learn from when they stumble
and fall, their quirks and nuances. It
is appreciating the details of how they
continue to grow and allow themselves
to be taught, seeing the world as a
better place because they are here.
Knowing someone so intricately can
only occur when two lives are fused so
closely within intimate partnership. This
“vision” is one that only you both can
see. It’s as though you have the only
two tickets in the whole world - and the
special event is the “couple” that you
both created.
8. Being Ourselves indicates the need
to be our own person aligned with our
intended self within the framework of
being a couple. It is maintaining and
growing the “me” within the “we”. You
are on a pilgrimage that is uniquely
yours, and one that only you can fulfill.
The goals, aspirations, dreams, and
the “someday” of your soul dwell
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within your reach. Your relationship
should enhance this pursuit, not hinder
it. Though this is such a basic and
fundamental need, it is one that too
easily gets buried under the rigors and
stress of life. Sometimes living becomes
mechanical, just going through the
motions. It can become too easy to get
caught up in this congestion, realizing
too far down the road that you have
taken the wrong path. Fortunately,
this higher level of relationship can
counterbalance that potential pitfall.
When you truly know your partner to
this degree of depth and detail (and they
you), you understand their essence,
inner workings, and nuances. This deep
perspective and insight equips you with
a much better understanding to evaluate
if they are on a path of nourishment,
or one of malnutrition. A relationship
armed with this level of altruism is
a key ingredient ensuring neither of
you swerves too far off your intended
journey.
9. Spontaneous Environment
represents our need to be comfortable
so we can share all our thoughts in
an open and expressive manner. This
cannot occur when you are routinely
walking on eggshells or having to
wait for the right moment. Ultimately,
you can only be truly comfortable and
spontaneous when there are very high
levels of intimate safety and security in
your relationship. This makes it much
easier to say whatever is on your mind
(of course manners and tact count in
how it is said). Many of your thoughts
and discussions will come via your
daily motions and routines, as this is
where a considerable amount of your
time is spent with your partner. This
means much of your truly learning of
the other will come through the normal
actions of everyday life. Arguments
and disagreements, sharing your point
of views while watching a movie or
reading, running errands, the events

at work, raising kids, discussions on
life and spirituality, all will provide
many impromptu moments for sharing
- providing an easy springboard for
learning even more of yourselves.
10. Balancing You, Me & We signifies
the need for all three relationship
dimensions to have ample room to grow.
Just as in Nature, sufficient space is
required for optimal growth. Too many
outside roots can overcrowd, stunting
and choking off proper development
by taking away necessary nourishment.
So too with relationship. Too many
“individual” demands weaken the bond
and distinctiveness of your partnership.
Too many “together” requirements take
away the individuality and uniqueness
that you both carry. But when properly
balanced, the dimensions of you, me,
and we all synergistically feed from
and nourish the other, fortifying your
individual and collective “DNA” (not
to mention creating a bedrock for
relational success). Keep in mind, true
growth, whether self, relational, or
through the lens in which you view the
world- only encompasses the path that
leads to your essential-self … not the
ego-self. Make certain the space you
create becomes a breeding ground for
your souls to flourish.
Experiencing the qualities of this
level doesn’t happen by accident. It
can only occur through heightened
elevations of self and relational
growth. And since one of the beauties
of intimate relationship is that your
partner can know you better than you
know yourself - don’t be afraid to take
this knowledge and help it chip away
toward the amazing sculpture of your
potential!
Thanks for reading! Please send
any questions or comments to
1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will examine
the Partner-Realization Level more
closely.
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STERLING HEIGHTS
Continued from Page 1

humans to come to Michigan were the
Hopewell people, who are long extinct
and believed to be responsible for many
mysterious sites throughout the Midwest.
Although it’s hard to imagine with all
the businesses now in Sterling Heights, if
you visit 16 Mile and Dodge Park Road,
you will be walking the same land the
ancient unknown culture inhabited - this
site is known today as Holcombe Beach.
The area was discovered in the early
1960s, when amateur archaeologist Jerry
DeVisscher’s interest was sparked by an
area he drove past every day on his way
to work. DeVisscher knew many Indian
relics were found on small sand ridges
very similar to this one, so he decided to
investigate. Research found that the ridge
was 605 feet above sea level, and at one
time when glaciers were in the process
of melting, the ridge was actually at
the foot of the long lost Lake Clinton.
Fellow archaeologist Edward Wahla
joined him in the excavation of the
area, and when they began to dig, they
quickly uncovered numerous spearheads.
Archaeologists from all over the state
became interested in the find, which led
to the University of Michigan’s Museum
of Anthropology to helping in the
excavation for the next few years.
The years of meticulous searching
eventually revealed over 7,000
arrowheads and different formed stones,
believed to be used as tools for different
tasks. Even after the University of
Michigan ended their involvement on
the site, DeVisscher continued to search
the surrounding landscape and found
three smaller Paleo Indian sites a very
short distance away. In all, 2,675 square
feet of Holcombe Beach was excavated
and the material found was mostly made
of Bayport chert found exclusively in
Arenac, Huron and Tuscola Counties.
There was
a minimal
amount of
artifacts
made out of
exotic cherts
from outside
Michigan,
which shows
the extent
the culture
traveled while
carrying
everything
they owned
on their backs.
Many of the stones were reworked after
extensive use which wore them down;
the tools are believed to include knives,
scrapers, drills and wedges used to split
animal bones. While searching the area,

Holcombe Beach Historical Marker (contributed
by Joel S., courtesy www.HMdb.org)

it soon became evident there was a large
amount of charcoal present from an
earlier fire, which experts believe was
used to heat the chert to make working
the stone easier; since caribou bones
were also excavated on the site, it is
thought these fires were used to cook the
meat of their latest kill as well.
Throughout the years, experts have
continued to try and decipher Holcombe
Beach’s use, as well as the lifestyle of
the Paleo Indians. It is now believed
the first people stayed at Holcombe
Beach at a certain time of the year when
the caribou traveled to the area. Their
spears were equipped with arrowheads
at the end, using an item called an
atlatl, to help propel the spear. Due to
the extensive amount of artifacts found
in the area, it’s thought that the Paleo
Indians occupied Holcombe Beach
for a few weeks at a time following a
successful
hunt, while
the other
three sites
were only
inhabited for
a few days
at a time.
Also leading
experts to this
hypothesis is
that with all
the artifacts
found, there
was no
evidence of
burials, which would be present if they
resided in the area year round. Aside
from caribou, which traveled in the tens
of thousands and never remained in the
same place for long, mammoths and

to read online today!

mastodons were also in the area at
the time the beach was occupied,
leading some experts to believe
they also hunted the massive
animals.
Scientists believe the people
traveled in groups from 20 to 50
following the herds of caribou,
and while it is often disputed,
some insist that the Paleo Indians
caused their own demise because
they were such skilled hunters
that they hunted their main food
source to the point of extinction.
According to experts, the wildlife
began to disappear around the time
the humans reached the Americas, while
the Paleo Indians became extinct around
9,000 years ago.
With other areas
found over the
years throughout
the country, the
arrowheads are
now separated into
three categories:
Gainey, Barnes
and Holcombe
points. Although
the Holcombe
points are not the
oldest, they are the
earliest non-fluted
points found in
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the area and are said to greatly exceed
the workmanship of other points found
around Michigan. Both the Holcombe
and Hi-Lo points were named after those
found in Sterling Heights.
Today, many scientists believe
the Holcombe Beach site rivals the
major finds throughout the country,
while anthropologists compare
Holcombe Beach to findings in
Canada, New Mexico and Nova
Scotia, which are the oldest traces of
man on this continent. Even though
the idea of township or cities didn’t
exist until a few hundred years ago,
if they were around thousands of
years ago, it would be safe to say
Sterling Heights is one of the oldest
cities in the state.

Winning Social Security Disability at the First Step
Attorneys Bieske & Alfonsi
file as FAST, or FASTER than all other firms.
Most importantly, they do it RIGHT.

www.ssdfighters.com

Their clients win the majority of their cases at the first
step. In recent years statistics show that the average person wins less than 1/3 of
their cases at the first step, and, if you don’t win at the application stage, it could
be years until you receive benefits.
They interview you, and unlike other firms, an actual attorney immediately
files your application. Over 70 pages of documents must be completed during
the application process. Often an answer given on one of the multiple confusing
forms is actually used by the government to deny your case, not just on the first
step, but in later appeals. The firm does the paperwork for you, with forms
forwarded to your doctor to bolster your case as well as follow-up with the
government to determine case status. Winning results in up to thousands of
dollars in monthly benefits and early Medicare coverage.
Attorneys JB Bieske and Jennifer Alfonsi have been winning the vast majority
of their cases at the application level and beyond. They have 46 years of
combined experience in only Social Security disability matters. They have won
over 7,000 cases resulting in over $5 million for their clients last year alone.
Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi offer free phone or office consultation and will
promptly inform you if they can make a difference at the application stage.
If you have filed on your own and been denied call immediately.
The firm has won the vast majority of their appeals. No fee charged until after
case is won.
Bieske and Alfonsi are very familiar with local judges and have offices
located in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties and Flint.

1-800-331-3530 for a FREE CONSULTATION
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CNG trucks, let us give you a
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trucks to CNG, we can help
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After School Special:

By David Russell

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

This school year, Marysville High
School students have multiple choices
of extracurricular activities that they can
choose from. One of the newer clubs, the
Robotics Club, is starting its third year of
existence. Program Director, Jon Smith,
has been involved since its inception in
2013.
Mr. Smith has been an instructor with
the Marysville school system since
2001, and in 2009 received his Master’s
Degree in Learning Disabilities. Under
his supervision, the club had its first
competition at Kettering in 2014. He
regarded the first year as a new learning
experience. The group size significantly
increased from 12 to 29 members in the
second year.
The program typically begins shortly
after the start of the school year. Those
who are interested in joining the club
are aquainted with the multiple aspects
of preparing and manufacturing the
robot for competition. This group offers
something for multiple areas of interest
from marketing, promotion, fundraising,
computer technology, designing, scouting
and the actual construction of the robot
which itself offers basic mechanical,

PECIALISTS

STERLING HEIGHTS, MI

SERVING ROBOTICS

electrical and chemical engineering.
Some interest is generated by displaying
a past robot named Elizabeth on the
school grounds. She has also joined
club members in local parades. High
school senior, Michael Dupie, added
that “awareness of the club is also
communicated among the students
themselves.”
The Club Schedule
The heat is on for the club and its
director starting in January. The club is
involved with a longstanding program
called FIRST Robotics which assigns
the robot project for that season. Note,
FIRST is an acronym, For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology.
Mr. Smith’s classroom becomes the
workshop for the club, which meets four
evenings weekly and most Saturdays
through the competition season. In addition
to overseeing the club, Mr. Smith monitors
the online student learning program at the
school, co-teaches a general science class
and supervises the running of the school’s
store.
The goals within the club are “to
encourage students to work together,
plan, create and problem solve the
assigned robotic project from scratch to
completion.” The students have a little

over six weeks to design and construct
the robot for the opening competition. Mr.
Smith described competitions as three-day
events with each day being about 10 hours
long.
Competition includes students being
interviewed by judges about their
particular function in the construction of
the robot. He likened the nature of the
competition to be intense if not more
so than sporting events such as track or
basketball, but added “this is not a varsity
sport.”
Necessary Support
Fundraising efforts are one of several
vital components. The club is aided by
mentors, who volunteer their time helping
the students coordinate, construct and
complete the assigned project. Much of this
begins starting in the winter semester when
the robot thematic is assigned by the FIRST
Program.
Previously, the Marysville High School
program received outside support through
grants, and a one-time donation of
equipment from a box hardware store.
The budget for this year is projected to be
significantly higher than previous years at
around $30,000.00. This includes materials,
food and lodging and competition fees
for out-of-town meets. Smith contended

he “would like the students to just show
up and learn.” Initially, expenses for
competition and materials ran close to
$15,000.00. The additional funding goal
is for program expansion, extending
involvment into the lower grades. Smith
mentioned some cost savings occur through
“salvaging spare parts from previous
robotic construction” and re-using parts on
new efforts. In terms of mentors, volunteers
are recruited, especially those with
backgrounds in engineering or construction.
Dupie says his involvement in the
club has helped him decide to major in
Computer Hardware Engineering. He
has plans to attend Lawrence Technical
University and says that “hands down,
math and science are his favorite courses.”
Dupie plans to divide his leisure time
between college robotics and assisting with
the Marysville robotic club as it expands to
the lower grades.
During the interview with both Mr.
Smith and Dupie, the passion for this
program appears pronounced. The shared
enthusiasm too, is a noted dynamic among
mentors and students alike from outside
observation.
For those interested in learning more
about the Robotic Program, visit the team
website, www.team5167.weebly.com.
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Local Author Aims to
Change View on Autism

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Writer and
Field Reporter

after one book. Next he plans to rework
his original book for publication before
finishing his third book
about his and his brother’s
upbringing, both of which are
on different parts of the autism
spectrum.
Editor’s note: Ron Sandison's
book, A Parent’s Guide to
Autism: Practical Advice.
Biblical Wisdom, will be
available beginning April 5,
2016, at Family Christian Book
Stores, Barnes and Noble stores
and on Amazon.
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For parents with a child
recently diagnosed with
autism, the future can be full of
uncertainty. One local author is
doing his best to alleviate those parents’
worries with the aid of his recent book.
The book, titled A Parent’s Guide
to Autism: Practical Advice. Biblical
Wisdom, was written by Ron Sandison
of Rochester Hills, and is set to hit
bookshelves on April 5, 2016. The idea
behind his novel is to empower children
and young adults with autism, as well as
help their parents understand how to best
help them.
“I wanted to write a book to help
parents who have children with autism
realize if they work to get their kids the
right therapy, treatment and environment
to learn in, kids with autism are able to
achieve amazing things,” Sandison said.
“Take your child’s gift, develop it and
use it to help them to gain independence,
become employable and have a career,
making them able to accomplish things
other people are able to accomplish.”
Throughout the last year he has been
working on his book, Sandison conducted
over 80 interviews with people on both
sides of the disorder, including experts
and parents of autistic children. He spoke
with the parents of many prominent
people who have autism, such as one of
the top five surfers in the world, Clay
Marzo, as well as one of the fastest high
school runners in the country, Mike
Brannigan. To gather specific information
for his book, Sandison interviewed 40 of
the top autism experts in the United States
and Canada.
Sandison experienced some bumps
in the road throughout the publishing
process, which made him quickly realize
writing the book wasn’t going to be the
toughest component of the procedure.
“The hardest part was actually
getting a publisher,” Sandison said.
“The best thing to do is to attend writing
conferences and write major publishers
by taking part of a chapter and making it
into an article, which I did with some of
my interviews.”
Despite living with autism his whole
life, Sandison was able to learn a great
deal about the disorder beyond what he
already knew.
“One of the main things I learned is
almost everyone who has autism talks
like a robot because they have very
little reflection in their voice. My voice
is almost completely monotone, and

everyone I interviewed who has autism
sounded just like me,” Sandison said. “At
18 months I lost the ability to say words I
previously learned as a child and lost eye
contact; I also learned that 20 percent of
people who have autism have a regression
phase like I had.”
Ever since he was young, Sandison
has been showing by example how little
autism has to affect your daily life.
“Don’t allow people to think you’re less
because you’re different and never give
up on your dreams,” Sandison said. “I
would encourage people with autism by
telling them I have a career in the medical
field, I’m a published author, a teacher
and I was also able to get a full ride my
first year of college for track and field.
Anything you focus on enables you to
accomplish great things.”
In addition to being an author, professor
in theology and a psychiatric care
specialist, Sandison also finds time to give
back with the aid of his non-profit, which
is called Spectrum.
“It’s based on the idea that autism is
a spectrum and there are different levels
of the autism spectrum. The goal of the
non-profit is to empower young adults
for employment and independence,”
Sandison said. “One of the main ways
I’ve been accomplishing this is by
mentoring and teaching social skills to
young adults. Aside from the mentoring
aspect, I also speak in conferences at large
churches and autism centers.”
“I want people to achieve a greater
understanding of autism and also give
them hope, because many times when
parents find out their child has autism or

another disability, the
doctor sits the parents
down and
tells them
they have
bad news; it doesn’t have
to be like that,” Sandison
said. “Always love and
support them in any way
you can. Never give up hope
that they can reach more
independence and freedom
in their lives.”
While Sandison’s career
as an author looks bright,
he doesn’t plan on stopping
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HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS
TREE WALK

December 11-14 & 18-23, 2015
from 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Free shuttle to the home leaves from 8061 Marsh Road in Algonac, MI,
continuously from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Please allow an hour for the tour.
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DISCOUNTED TICKETS!!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

$12/ADULT - $6/CHILD (ages 2 - 15)
Starting December 1st - $15/Adult - $8/Child (Under 2 are FREE)

TO ORDER TICKETS CALL

(810) 794-2300

MANY NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED SINCE 2014!

In December of 2004, the first History of the Christmas Tree Walk began when the owners opened their 9,500 sq. ft. log home in
Algonac, Michigan, to the public to view over 30 decorated Christmas Trees, each decorated with a different theme or from a
different period in history. The ornaments, decorations and other holiday displays offered each visitor to the home insight into
history from the 1850s until the present. That first year, there were more than 800 visitors. In 2014, there were more than 150 trees
decorated, and more than 1,000 people visited the home! Many families now make the History of the Christmas Tree Walk a
yearly tradition.
The log home has three levels which are accessible by log stairs. Persons who have difficulty walking or climbing stairs will only
be able to access the lowest level of the home. There is no smoking allowed on the shuttle or in the home. Visitors to the Walk will
be asked to cover their shoes with plastic shoe protectors that will be provided at the door to the home. Alternately, shoes or
boots can be removed upon entering the home, if desired. Children are welcome, but must remain with their parents at all times
and cannot be allowed to handle objects in the home or on the trees. Pets are not allowed. Cameras are welcome. Thank you
for your consideration and patronage.
Tickets are non-refundable, though they may be given to another person to use if original purchaser
of tickets is unable to attend.
NOTE: The History of the Christmas Tree Walk will NOT be open on Christmas Eve or after Christmas.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT
www.TheChristmasWalk.com

LET US GET IT CLEAN FOR SANTA!
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By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Laughter is a universally recognized form of communication. Prior to humans being able to
speak, laughter provided a means of "play vocalization" between mothers and their infants, as
well as creating and/or strengthening bonds within a given group of people. The physiological
act of laughing is primarily an involuntary response thought to be triggered by mechanisms
in our brain, which cause an impact on our breathing patterns, facial expressions, and even the
muscles in our extremities. Our brains are actually wired to prompt us into a smile or laugh
when we hear others laughing.
Laughter isn't only a vocal expression of joy and pleasure; it is a catalyst for healing.
Laughter raises both energy expenditure and heart rate approximately ten to twenty percent,
suggesting we can burn ten to forty calories by laughing for ten to fifteen minutes. Couples
who smile and/or engage in laughter when discussing sensitive subject matter feel more
at ease during the discussion and more satisfied overall with their relationship. Laughter
synchronizes the brains of both speaker and listener making the pair emotionally attuned,
thereby establishing (or restoring) a positive emotional state and sense of connection between
the couple.
Laughter helps our blood vessels function more optimally. The act of laughing affects the
inner lining of the blood vessels called the endothelium, causing vessels to relax and expand,
increasing blood flow. This action benefits our heart and brain, two organs that require the
steady flow of oxygen carried in the blood. In one recent study, laughter proved to provide the
same health advantages to the arteries as aerobic activity.
Additionally, laughter aids Hey
short there
term memory,
significantly
lowers levels
Bethany
...
of the stress hormone cortisol, boosts immune function, triggers the release
of our body's natural painkillers (endorphins), enhances oxygen intake,
Need
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...
improves blood pressure, induces
optimistic
feelings,
eases digestion
and
encourages well-being.
Experts recommend we get fifteen to twenty minutes of laughter every
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Intuitive * ATP®
Rev. Rennae Hardy
Reiki M. Tch * IET® M.In.

Intuitive Consults * Mediumship
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Angel Card Readings
Raindrop Technique
Far Infrared Sauna * Ionic Foot Bath

Arts & Wellness Show * Jan. 16 - 17
VFW Hall * 23 Mile * New Baltimore
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www.radiantbeings.net * www.facebook.com/r.beings
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Santa Claus
Is Coming To…

November 2015

®

by Helicopter

December 5th, 2015
Algonac …………………. 10:30am – 1:30pm
New Baltimore ………… 11:00am – 2:00pm
Marine City ………….… 11:30am – 2:30pm
St. Clair ………………... 12:00pm – 3:00pm
Marysville ……………… 12:30pm – 3:30pm
Pictures with Santa

($2 donation to Cystic Fibrosis)

Coloring Books & Crayons for Kids
Cookies & Cider

ThumbPrint News

$5 off

We are collecting donations for local charities, including
non-perishable food, gently-used clothing and toys.
Fire departments will join us with their fire trucks
for the kids to enjoy.

your purchase of $25 or more
of regular-priced merchandise
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2015 ONLY!

www.lumber-jack.com

Algonac

New Baltimore

Marine City

3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.
(810) 794-4921

35369 23 Mile Rd.
(586) 725-2341

715 Chartier
(810) 765-8827

St. Clair

Marysville

Contractor Warehouse

2275 Fred Moore Highway
(810) 329-4781

151 North Range Rd.
(810) 364-8877

875 Chartier
(810) 765-8828

Limit one coupon per customer. Discount
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Thumbs Up
To Seniors
MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

Elly Willis of Port Sanilac,
Michigan, correctly answered
question #23.
Be the first to correctly answer
Question #24 and you could win
a J. Clary collector print!

Answer to #23:

Samuel Plimsoll was an
English politician and social
reformer, best remembered
for having devised the
Plimsoll Line
(a line on a ship’s hull indicating the
maximum safe draft, and therefore the
minimum for the vessel in various
operating conditions.)

Maritime Trivia
Question #24

Name the four fish or
animals that the devil
was thought to appear as.
Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

2828 Monticello Dr.

Port Huron, MI 48060

1850s Letters Found in
Barn Tell Early History of

ANCHORVILLE

By Alan Naldrett & Paul Torney
ThumbPrint News Contributors

Lots of people
imagine finding
a treasure trove
in their attic or
basement. Jim
Savoyard is the
caretaker of his
family farm and
while cleaning
found interesting
artifacts in an old
wooden chest
stashed away
in one of the
family’s barns.
Of course, Jim
would have been happier if the chest had been full of
pirate gold or jewels, but he was happy and amazed to
find a cache of about 700 letters – including the certificate
of origin and passport of Jean Baptiste Tornay, his 2nd
great grandfather, who had immigrated from Frenchspeaking Orsieres, Switzerland, in 1850. As the letters
were written in an archaic French vernacular, Jim sought
out people who could help with the translations. In the
meantime, he scanned all the letters, to put on a CD to
share with his neighbor Paul Torney, who is also a distant
relative of Jean B. Tornay.
The French used in the letters is not the same as
the French spoken worldwide today, but is instead a
more archaic form spoken in the lower western part of
Switzerland, in the Canton of Valais, and difficult to
translate to English. After doing some research, Jim and
Paul found Erica Piper and Lois Simulak to help translate

Quality Trips, Tours, and Cruises!

Phone: 810-985-7151 Fax: 810-987-6727 www.sunbursttours.com

Nov. 10 - 11

A Casino Trip that Honors Our
Veterans with Special Packages

New Display Booths
Dealer Space Available
Algonac Muskrat Swag Available
(T-shirts, Hats, Jackets & More!)

1031 St. Clair River Rd., Algonac, MI 48001
(located in the Turn Key Self Storage)

a few of the hundreds of
letters. The translated pages
revealed that Jean was
writing letters to his Uncle
Isadore back in Switzerland,
describing the opportunities
in the Anchorville area. An
interesting map, sketched
The map illustrates Marsac’s Point,
of Anchor Bay on
Swan Creek, and the sections of land
Lake St. Clair and available for farming. Also among
the letters were color drawings of
stretching from
different types of leaves, showing the
New Baltimore to
variety of trees in the region.
the Dyke Road, was
found among the letters.
The letters were
written from 1850 to the
early 1900s and were
addressed to cousins,
nephews and other
family members. The
letters helped convince
Isadore’s son Joseph and
Joseph’s wife Constance
(Paul Torney’s great
grandparents) to make the
voyage across the Atlantic to Michigan. They finally
arrived in the New World in April of 1871. The family
of twelve made the voyage on two different ships, six
months apart from each other. A translated letter from one
of the children, Sidoine, to his mother Constance, tells
her of the journey from Switzerland. The letter gives a
charming account of embarking onto the ship in Liverpool
on the 18th of April, saying that they spent 13 days at sea,
that they experienced five days of storms and were not
sick for one minute. They were well fed throughout the
whole journey. Upon arriving in New York City they had
to stay on the ship for an unscheduled three-day layover
due to a smallpox outbreak. On May 8, at eight o’clock
in the evening, they arrived at their Uncle Constantin’s
house in Anchorville. The letter ends with this sentiment,
“We had the best journey in the world; I think I will be

11/04 Wed. -n- Greektown Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
11/05 Thu. -s- Soaring Eagle Casino - Daytrip (pkg $25) $32
11/08-11/14 Branson Christmas Spectacular 2015 (Bus Tour)
11/10-11/11 -n- Veterans Day Casino Trip -Overnight $99
11/15-11/17 -s- Chipin Island & Kewadin Casinos - 3 days $145
11/18 Wed. -n- Greektown Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
11/19 Thu. -n- Motor City Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
11/22-11/23 -s- Little River Turtle Creek -Overnight $105
11/24 Tue. -s- FireKeepers Casino - Daytrip (pkg $25) $32
11/30 Mon. -s- Frankenmuth - Daytrip (Shopping Trip) $27
12/02 Wed. -n- Greektown Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
12/05 Sat. -s- Greenfield Village - Daytrip (Christmas Fun) $39
12/06-12/08 -s- Chipin Island & Kewadin Casinos - 3 days $145
12/07 Mon. -n- Soaring Eagle Brenda Lee - Daytrip (pkg $25) $32

Over 17 Years of serving the Thumb Area
toll free

All Sunburst Trips and
Tours are Completely
Escorted.

810-985-7151

- 888-577-0847
Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Details at:

www.sunbursttours.com
We also do Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call!
An All Day Event - Explore the
many attractions then enjoy a
fabulous turkey dinner
and theatrical presentation
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happy in America. Good-bye,
Mother, until I have the pleasure
of seeing you again, Sidoine.”
The letters are filled with
stories about the new adventures
of living in America, of what it
was like adjusting to their new
surroundings. Felicie wrote these
words to her mother, Constance,
when she was still planning their
voyage to join the family in
America – “We are all in good
health, and we are working hard
to plant potatoes and corn.”
One of the sisters, Julie, was not very excited to be in America because she
missed her home back in Switzerland. One letter recommends to her mother
to not wear her best clothing when she leaves home and to bring some shawls
with her, because, “here one doesn’t even dare go to mass without having one
on. Bring any dress patterns
with you and do not bring your
small hats.” Felicie finishes
the letter with these charming
thoughts, “My dear mother,
embracing you with all my
heart. Papa embraces you tightly
and the little ones embrace you
as well, signed your devoted
daughter, Felicie.” The letter
also informed their mother that
she should put all the small
possessions needed for the voyage in a basket, because the trunks won’t always
be accessible. For better security, they hid all their valuables in the trunks.
Sometime later in 1871, after multiple correspondence and careful planning,
Constance Tornay and her remaining family made the voyage to New York
City. Upon their arrival they made arrangements to make the final journey to
Anchorville, and another interesting piece discovered reveals this informative
note:
“Gentleman –
Please direct this
lady and family by
Erie RR to Buffalo
and by GT RR to
New Baltimore
Station on GT RR
the 3 c Station after
crossing river at
Port Huron.”
The family was
reunited to share

ABC

Keeps Spiders

OUT!

Medicare
questions?

We can help!

to read online today!

the stories of a courageous
adventure and to start a new
life in America.
A letter in the cache
revealed that Jean Tornay
wished to build a mill and
contacted Francis Palms
about the construction.
Francis Palms, whom Palms
Road was named for, was
at one time the largest
landholder and richest
person in Michigan. He
owned most of the land
surrounding Jean Tornay,
having purchased the land of
the former Indian Reserves
in the area as it became available.
From the information in the hundreds of letters it is apparent that Jean was
an agent that helped show his family, friends and others the way to come to
America. There are several pages of financial statements with names that
register bill of goods, amounts and values, and receipts of money received for
various transactions. Another interesting document found was a “contract of
voyage” blank application, used for the purpose of scheduling and applying for
a transatlantic trip.
The letters are an intriguing discovery that tells a story of what life was like
for the early pioneers, the starting of family roots, and the building of a strong
community. The complete story needs to be told; it will take some time because
of the difficulties in translating the letters – right now they are stored on a CD.
There is a need for a French translator with the interest and time to bring this
incredible story to life!

Senior Homecare By Angels
Find Care for a Loved One

Caregivers!

Select Your Caregiver®

Join Our Team

• Up to 24-Hour Care
• Hygiene Assistance
• Meal Preparation
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• Respite Care for Families
• Rewarding Companionship

America’s Choice In Homecare!
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Sherri Gottleber

Select Your Caregiver!
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Kammeraad-Merchant
Funeral Home

80375 Main Street
Memphis, MI 48041

Paul Merchant
Owner

Under New Ownership & Newly Remodeled

Either cremation or burial, we will help to design a
service as unique as the life you're remembering.

Happy
Endings
Comics
Well, it looks like
Cindy has invited us
to her birthday party
on Saturday!
Black tie, of course...

GRANTSMITH
LOCAL INDEPENDENT HEALTH INSURANCE AGENT

Since 1978

OBAMACARE ENROLLMENT
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MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

call… (810) 984-1373
www.grantsmith.com
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A Hidden
Tampa, Florida,
Gem
By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
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www.kammeraad-merchant.com
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Thumb Birds (or anyone else flying into Tampa, Florida), there is a hidden
gem that you don’t want to miss – the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary. Located at
18328 Gulf Boulevard, Indian Shores, Florida, it is less than an hour from the
Tampa International Airport and is the kind of
attraction that can be visited when you have only
a couple of hours to spare.
The Sanctuary, founded in 1971, by zoologist
Ralph T. Heath, is the largest wild bird hospital
and bird sanctuary in the
United States, admitting
up to 5,000 birds per
year. Over 80% of the
birds that survive the first
24 hours after arriving
at the Sanctuary are
successfully rehabilitated
and released back into the
wild. Located right on the

”

2916 Pine Grove Ave. at I-94
One Building North of Rite-Aid / Port Huron
beautiful sandy ocean shore, visitors can stroll through
the open-air sanctuary at no cost 365 days a year from
9:00 a.m. until sunset and see hundreds of beautiful
seabirds of many species. Getting up close to so many
beautiful birds is truly magical and is a photographer’s
dream location. A hidden pathway leads right down
to the beach and the warm ocean waters, if you also
desire to spend a bit of time there with fewer crowds
than at the hotel or public beaches. Don’t miss this
special place, hidden among the hotels, motels,
restaurants and gift shops of Indian Shores, a popular
tourist destination.
Editor’s note: If you have not yet joined our
Thumb Bird group and would like to do so, the only
requirements are that you
live or have lived in the
Thumb of Michigan and
that you now spend part
or all of the year in Florida. Email us your name
and addresses in both Michigan and Florida, your
phone number, and an email address where we can
contact you. The purpose of this social group is
to share ideas, places to visit, restaurants, etc.
that have to do with our Florida experiences and
to occasionally get together in both Florida and
Michigan to talk about all things Michigan and
Florida and to enjoy each other’s company. Email
your information to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.
net. We will welcome you to the group and send
you an invitation to our Florida get-together this
coming winter (date not yet established).
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Looking for a Wine
List Bargain?
Go Off the Beaten Path
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

This or This
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Call Your Local
Chimney Sweeping Crew

ABC
Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Don't wait until
it’s too late.
Take precautions
now to make sure
you have a clean,
safe chimney
system.

Typical
Chimney
Diagram

Creosote

Editor’s note: David White
is the founder and editor
of Terroirist.com, which
was named “Best Overall
Wine Blog” at the 2013
Wine Blog Awards. His
columns are housed at
GrapeCollective.com.
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Creosote

One recent Saturday morning, a
friend sent me the wine list for Green
Zebra, one of Chicago’s top vegetarian
restaurants, and asked for my advice.
He was dining there that evening with
friends who enjoyed wine but weren’t
obsessive about it. So he would be
tasked with ordering for the table.
When hanging out with other wine
enthusiasts or having a nice meal at
home, my friend will happily open a
bottle that costs upwards of $30. But
when dining out, he typically opts for
beer, as restaurant markups are too hard
to stomach.
I could see his conundrum. As the
resident wine geek, my friend would be
expected to find something delicious.
But ordering the sort of wine he’d open
at home -- say, Littorai’s “LesLarmes”
Pinot Noir, which retails for $45 but is
on Green Zebra’s list for $95 -- would be
gauche.
My advice was simple. I urged
him to look for off-the-beaten-path
varieties from off-the-beaten-path
regions. As New York University
economics professor Karl Storchmann
once explained, “[The market] adds a
premium for certain places or grapes.”
Consider Pinot Noir. The best
examples of the variety are seductive
and ephemeral, to be sure. But because
Pinot Noir is so popular -- and so
challenging and expensive to grow
-- even “budget” options that offer
little in the way of character are quite
expensive.
Pinot Noir obviously does well with
the fare at Green Zebra; when it comes
to reds, the sommelier has dedicated
35 percent of her list to the variety.
The wines range from $48 to $105 per
bottle.
But if I were in my friend’s shoes, I’d
order the $55 Gamay from Georges
Descombes, one of the top producers in
Beaujolais. Pinot Noir is quite different
than Gamay, of course. But serious
examples of the variety effortlessly
combine vibrant acidity with depth and
complexity, just like top Pinot Noir.
And I wouldn’t shy away from the
list’s least expensive option, a $36
Cabernet Franc from Calcu, a producer
in Chile’s Colchagua Valley. Since there
isn’t much demand for either Cabernet
Franc or wines from Chile, this bottle
essentially comes with two built-in

discounts. Plus, at high-end restaurants
everywhere, sommeliers take great
care to make sure their inexpensive
wines are impressive, knowing that
such offerings are introductions to their
programs.
The search for affordability is even
easier with Green Zebra’s whites.
While six of the list’s 26 offerings
are Chardonnay, with prices ranging
from $56 to $90, the list is packed with
unusual varieties from unheralded
regions. For $40, patrons can enjoy an
intensely aromatic Gewurztraminer
from Elena Walch in Alto Adige,
Italy, that’s full of charm. For just $38,
there’s a delightful blend of Assyrtiko
and Athiri from Domaine Sigalas in
Santorini, Greece. For even less, there’s
a rich blend of Roussanne and Viognier
from Arizona. The choices go on.
While the list at Green Zebra is well
curated -- and well-priced -- it isn’t
particularly unique. Any restaurant
with a serious wine program will make
sure its cellar is stocked with fun, foodfriendly options that won’t break the
bank. At Bourbon Steak in Washington,
D.C., for example, wine director Julian
Mayor offers dozens of affordable,
offbeat wines in a section of his list
dubbed “Secrets of the Sommelier.”
Asking for advice helps, too. Most
sommeliers are keen to help patrons
find the perfect wine, regardless of
price. When dining out, one of my
friends simply asks for “something
weird” -- and he’s almost always pleased
with both the wine and its price. One
recent evening at a D.C. steakhouse,
his request resulted in an affordable,
captivating blend of Savagnin and
Chardonnay from legendary Jura
producer Jacques Puffeney.
Wines from blue-chip regions like
Burgundy and Napa are almost always
expensive. Fortunately, sommeliers
love stocking their lists with bottles that
they, too, can afford to
drink. So next time you’re
looking for a bargain, just
go off the beaten path.
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4015 Cherry Oak Drive, Marlette, MI 48453
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MSU’s ICON

Continued from Page 1

10 feet 4 inches tall
and weighed 2,200
pounds, MSU’s polar
bear stood about 10
feet tall, weighing
around 1,500 pounds
according to Dennis Harris, owner of
Artistry of Wildlife of Marlette, Michigan.
The full body mount, which many
students have dubbed “Beary White”,
has become a beloved icon; along with it
comes the tradition of graduating students
posing for a picture with the massive
creature.
After nearly 50 years of welcoming
students into the building, the polar bear
was in dire need of reconditioning and
Dennis Harris was chosen to complete
the task. Harris is a world champion
taxidermist of 43 years and has won
numerous awards throughout his years in
the industry. In addition to certain areas
of the fur that needed attention, the paws
needed to be completely redone, as well.
“Some spots on the fur weren’t glued as
well as others and were falling apart, but
for its age, the bear was in good shape,”
Harris said. “Even one that has been kept
in a home could be in worse shape after all
these years.”
The pads of the front paws had been

almost completely torn off and
the bear needed new claws, as
well. While that was a project
in itself, those issues are pale
in comparison to the other
problem that needed to be
addressed.
“The biggest part of the
reconditioning was cleaning up the fur
since it was so discolored from it being
touched so much,” Harris said. “Some of
the discoloration
couldn’t be
reversed because
the UV rays
yellowed the fur
from all those
years sitting next
to a window.”
The revival,
which cost
around $6,000,
was collected
through a
fundraiser
conducted by the school. The project was
completed in time for the beginning of
the 2015 fall semester when the students
resumed classes. With the long standing
symbol receiving much needed attention,
the polar bear once again was able to greet
students at Michigan State and will be able
to do so for another 50 years.

Beautiful
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NOVEMBER SCENTS
A multiservice company that you can trust!

By Patricia
Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Rosemary. Sage. Thyme.
I love those earthy November scents.
The aroma is so thick that it fogs up
the kitchen windows as if the August
humidity came back. It makes for a
perfect back drop for parade watching.
But the last few years, I’ve noticed
another smell that comes up annually
each November. And, unfortunately,
there isn’t anything comforting about it.
Recently, my husband and I were
delivering Thanksgiving baskets to
folks who have no money to buy a
turkey, let alone all the carbs that
complete that November meal.
We delivered baskets to about a
dozen homes. Actually, I’m not sure
they were homes because the houses
looked so tired, needing repairs costing
thousands of dollars; work that would
most likely never happen. I saw
porch steps that had large holes in the
concrete, paint peeling from every
surface and more cracked windows
than I could count. Every time I saw
one, I worried about the winter drafts
that will be seeping through it any day
now. For years, I’ve been honored
to do community work, but the stops
on this route included heartbreaking
levels of poverty. Like most people,
I’ve seen glimpses of destitute
neighborhoods while driving around
different cities; but until that day, I
never stopped, visited and yes, smelled
an impoverished home. Make no
mistake - poverty smells; and the stench
is atrocious. And, what is worse is that
the odor is common.
About half way through our route,
we were greeted by a woman with a
kind smile. That was a nice surprise;
we were not always openly welcomed.
Some folks didn’t let us in, asking us
only to leave the food on the porch.
I quickly counted five to six cats at
this house, but I wouldn’t be surprised
if I missed a few. It didn’t take me long
to realize that I wasn’t standing
in her little living room, but
what seemed like a very large
litter box. In that same moment
I could see the joy the
cats gave her; she
started telling us their

names – a precious tone in her voice
as the list went on and on. We put the
food on the kitchen counter, offered a
prayer and headed for the door. But
when I turned back to say goodbye,
out came the sweetest six-year-old girl.
She stood in the middle of all that mess,
smiling up at me with sky blue eyes
and beautiful blond hair. Instantly, I
knew that she knew no different. To
her, living in a beat up, stinky mobile
home was home. She stood at the door
waving goodbye to us through the
broken window; I waved back trying
not to trip on the steps with the missing
boards.
I remember thinking about that
little girl for the rest of the day. She
was my last thought before I finally
fell asleep that night. She had to be
immune to that awful, awful smell,
blissfully unaware of all the challenges
that her parents face. That’s the only
explanation for her happy face.
They say that the sense of smell
is fundamental in making a memory
last forever. When we come across
a meaningful fragrance even decades
later, the memory can come back to
us immediately and vividly. We stop
in our tracks thinking to ourselves,
“Where have I smelled that before?”
Sometimes it’s a scent that makes us
feel content and safe like fresh cut grass
or sheets straight from the dryer. Other
times, its stings our hearts like a paper
cut; perhaps it was the perfume a doctor
wore on a dark day.
For me I know that I’ll be grateful if
I can still get a whiff of rosemary from
the stuffing long after our last guest
goes home. But, my big hope is that the
Thanksgiving smells from the food we
delivered fills up not just that mobile
home, but also that little girl’s heart
– and the hearts of little girls like her
everywhere. I would be truly thankful
if I found out years later that those
savory smells stayed with that little girl
for the rest of her life, reminding her,
maybe even sometimes helping her
to move toward a life that offers
soothing scents every single day
of the year. Now that would be
something to give thanks for.
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Kennel Cough
Infection in Dogs

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

Kennel cough, also known as canine infectious
tracheobronchitis, is a highly contagious respiratory
infection among dogs that causes inflammation of
the trachea and bronchi of the upper airways. Kennel
cough can have multiple causes. One of the most
common causes is a bacterium called Bordetella bronchiseptica - which is why
kennel cough is often referred to as Bordetella. Most dogs that become infected
with Bordetella are also infected with a respiratory virus at the same time, which
makes them more susceptible to the bacterial infection.
Kennel cough causes a persistent, nonproductive cough that may sound as if
something is caught in your dog’s throat and they are gagging or trying to clear
their throat. Some describe it as a deep, honking cough that sometimes can cause
them to spit up a white foamy liquid. Some pets will develop a watery nasal and/
or ocular discharge as well. In most cases, your pet will be feeling good otherwise,
eating well with a normal activity level. However, while a coughing dog should
always see a veterinarian for evaluation, if lethargy, loss of appetite or a productive
cough develops, you should see your veterinarian immediately to make sure they
have not developed complications like a secondary pneumonia. Complications
occur more frequently in young or older pets with a weakened or compromised
immune system.
Kennel cough can be transmitted by aerosols released when a sick animal coughs,
by direct contact with an infected animal, or by the sharing of contaminated
objects. Symptoms usually develop three to ten days after exposure and can last
for two to three weeks. Most of the time kennel cough is diagnosed based on the
type of cough and a history of exposure, i.e. newly acquired pets from a shelter,
pet store, or breeder, or pets that have recently been boarded, to a groomer, in
training classes, dog shows or outings to dog parks.Treatment is going to be based
on the severity of the illness in your dog. Most cases of kennel cough will resolve

ThumbPrint News travels to Kansas
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in many areas

of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1,000 businesses in nine Thumb counties are now drop
locations for the newspaper), but readers have also taken ThumbPrint News with them to
many different states and countries (listed on the right on the chalkboard). ThumbPrint News
was even seen on television on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney World in
Florida with several of the Disney characters! The newspaper is very well-traveled, having
been to all of the seven continents with our readers.
This month we are featuring ThumbPrint News when it traveled to Kansas with William
Easton of Port Huron, Michigan. He is pictured in the photo on the chalkboard on the right.
He had this to say about the photo:
The photo was taken by my son in front of a Kansas City, Kansas, “Barbecue” restaurant.
We had gone to a baseball game in Kansas City, Missouri, so I insisted that we drive across
the Missouri River so that I could set foot in this state - my 50 th. No, we didn’t look for
Dorothy, who was headed back there in the Wizard of Oz.

KEEPING YOUR HOUSE COOL IN THE
SUMMER AND WARM IN THE WINTER!
without treatment; however, medications like antibiotics and cough suppressants
can minimize the symptoms during the course of the infection. Other supportive
care, like humidifiers and using a harness instead of a collar (to avoid irritating
the throat), can also help. Any further treatment is only indicated if a secondary
pneumonia is present.
The best prevention is keeping your dog away from others when there is a known
outbreak. Unfortunately, many dogs are contagious before an outbreak is known.
The next best prevention is vaccination. Vaccines are available via a nose drop,
orally by mouth or through an injection. Although these vaccines are helpful, they
do not guarantee 100 percent protection because kennel cough can be caused by so
many different kinds of bacteria and viruses. Also, it is important to know that no
form of the vaccination will treat an active infection.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981
Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is: www.mvhvet.com. Dr. DiBenedetto can be
reached at (248) 585-2622 for other pet related questions.
If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with you on a vacation or
to an unusual place or if you have been able to get a famous person or character to be photographed
with our paper, you may submit an email and photo to us at ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net (jpeg
format preferred). Please write a paragraph or so about the photo and include your name, address and
phone number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to appear in ThumbPrint News. When
it does appear, we will send you a complimentary copy of the edition. There are many places where
ThumbPrint News has not yet been – and lots of famous people to track down. Who will be the next
person to help us in our quest?

The wer
flo
SunState

Kansas was named after the Kansa Native American tribe which inhabited the area.
For thousands of years, what is now Kansas was home to numerous and diverse Native
American tribes. Kansas was first settled by European Americans in the 1830s, but the pace
of settlement accelerated in the 1850s, in the midst of political wars over the slavery issue.
According to Wikipedia: When Kansas was officially opened to settlement by the U.S.
government in 1854, abolitionist Free-Staters from New England and pro-slavery settlers
from neighboring Missouri rushed to the territory to determine whether Kansas would
become a free state or a slave state. Thus, the area was a hotbed of violence and chaos in its
early days as these forces collided, and was known as “Bleeding Kansas”. The abolitionists
eventually prevailed and on January 29, 1861, Kansas entered the Union as a free state.
After the Civil War, the population of Kansas grew rapidly when waves of immigrants
turned the prairie into farmland. Today, Kansas is one of the most productive agricultural
states, producing high yields of wheat, corn, sorghum, and soybeans. Kansas is the 15th most
extensive and the 34th most populous of the 50 United States.
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Medical Breakthrough Begins on Mackinaw Island
By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Writer and Field Reporter

Many of the world’s greatest medical
discoveries came about by accident, and
there is arguably no stranger revelation
than that of human digestion.
During the 1800s, thousands of fur
trappers would take their collection
of pelts accumulated throughout
the winter, and flock to Mackinaw
Island in June to sell or trade them.
During this time, Mackinaw’s average
population was about 500, but when the
traders came, the amount of occupants
skyrocketed to about 5,000; the reason
the populace surged was because the
island housed the main post of the
American Fur Company.
On June 6, 1822, a fur trapper named
Alexis St. Martin, who was a FrenchCanadian voyageur, was suddenly
struck in the upper left abdomen by the
accidental discharge from a musket.
The ammunition struck St. Martin
from less than three feet away, which
understandably created a horrific and
substantial wound. The shot left a hole,
the size of a man’s hand, in his stomach,
decimating a large portion of his body.
Those areas included the protective
layers and muscles, the loss of his sixth
rib, a fracture on his fifth rib and a gap
in part of his lung and stomach. The
incident left fragments of his clothing
lodged into the cavity, which was
severely burned.

Painting of Dr. Beaumont

Dr. William Beaumont, a surgeon in
the U.S. Army, who was sent to Fort
Mackinac a few years prior, was the first
doctor on the scene. Beaumont’s first
glimpse of the scene half an hour after it
took place was explained as a large hole
with part of the lung protruding through

the wound. The gap in his stomach
was also found to be discharging
the food he recently consumed. The
doctor removed the bone shards
and returned the section of lung
back into the body. He then cleaned
and dressed the wound as best as
he could, although his professional
opinion was St. Martin would not
live longer than 36 hours. The city
paid for his care for a short time,
but once it became too expensive,
officials wanted to send him back
to Canada in a canoe. Beaumont
knew he wouldn’t survive the 2,000
mile journey, so he decided to continue
treating him in his own home.
To Beaumont’s surprise, St. Martin
continued to survive, although all
the food ingested still quickly exited
the wound. This made it necessary to
keep the hole plugged and covered to
keep food in his stomach. Beaumont
began conducting several surgeries,
without the aid of anesthesia, over the
next several months. To sustain him,
Beaumont provided nutritional enemas
until his stomach started functioning
properly again. After only a month, St.
Martin’s digestion became regular and
he continued to regain health. Although
his digestion system worked perfectly
fine, St. Martin was left with a gastric
fistula, which is an open, tube-like
passage between organs that leads to the
surface of the body – in this case, the
passage was located in his stomach.
Once St. Martin was healed,
Beaumont decided to hire him as a
handyman around his house, cutting
wood and mowing the lawn. Beaumont
had the daily task of bandaging and
cleaning the gap in his stomach, which
gave him the idea to study the functions
of the human stomach. Beginning
August 1, 1825, Dr. Beaumont became
the first person to ever observe human
digestion in real time. He began by
tying different foods, such as pork,
beef and bread, on the end of a silk
string and dangling it into the hole
in St. Martin’s stomach. He would

then go back to his work around the
house, pulling them out at different
times to examine how fast they were
digested. At one time, Beaumont had
St. Martin fast for as long as 17 hours
before removing gastric juices from his
stomach and taking the temperature of
the fluids, which measure 100 degrees
Fahrenheit. He would then measure the
rate of digestion between the juices in
the test tube, and those in his stomach.
It was found that while the beef in his
stomach digested in two hours, the meat
in the test tube took 10 hours.

November 2015
September of the same year, St.
Martin returned home to Canada, where
he married and had children, which put
the experiments on hold. St. Martin
promised to return, which he did in
June of 1829, but Beaumont wasn’t able
to continue his tests until December
because he was busy with other work.
St. Martin received compensation for
the experiments, which equaled $300,
and supplies needed for his family. He
then decided to determine if weather
affects the rate of digestion in the
stomach, finding that dry weather
raises the stomach’s temperature, while
humid weather causes it to drop. Next,
Beaumont simply observed normal
digestion by having St. Martin eat
a meal, periodically taking samples
from his stomach. Again, Beaumont
compared the rate of digestion between
food in St. Martin’s stomach, water
and a sample of gastric juices that
wasn’t temperature controlled. He also
tested a wider variety of foods, such as
vegetables and milk, finding that gastric
juices needed heat in order to digest
food. It was also discovered that milk
coagulates before the digestive process
begins, and vegetables are harder to
break down than other foods.
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In April of 1831, St. Martin again
left Beaumont and returned to Canada
with his family. Late the next year,
Beaumont contacted St. Martin and the
two traveled together to Washington,
D.C. Once again he tested different
foods in St. Martin’s stomach, such
as raw oysters, sausage and salted
fat pork. From these investigations,
Beaumont found that exercise aided in
production of gastric juices. With all
of the information gained, Beaumont
began writing a book, which he
published in 1833, called Experiments

irritable, often becoming angry with
him when he would take food out of his
stomach.
Even though the two had their
troubles, they certainly had a special
bond. After Dr. Beaumont passed
away in 1853, many doctors offered to
conduct experiments on St. Martin’s
unique condition, but he refused to
work with anyone other than Beaumont.
Alexis St. Martin was said to have
lived 56 years after he suffered his
gunshot wound, although a great
amount of controversy surrounds his
and Observations on the Gastric Juice
actual age. Following his death, many
and the Physiology
doctors wanted to
of Digestion. Due to
study his body, but
the death of one of his
his family would not
children, St. Martin
let this happen. To
returned to Canada
ensure it didn’t take
in May of 1833,
place, they let his
promising to return
body decompose for
in June. Beaumont
multiple days before
attempted to contact
burying him in a deep
St. Martin numerous
unmarked grave with
times, but nothing
heavy rocks on the
ever came of it; the
coffin lid. It wasn’t
two never saw each
until 1962, that his
other again.
granddaughter agreed
A major finding
to expose his location
of his work was that
in order to place a
hydrochloric acid
plaque near the site
and movement were
explaining his history
major contributors for Dr. William Beaumont's grave marker and contribution to science.
digestion. This helped disprove the
Although the gunshot wound was
popular belief that food was ground up
a terrible accident, in some ways, St.
in the stomach, as some physiologists
Martin was lucky. At the time of the
at the time believed. The first link
accident, barely any medical facilities
between disease and digestion was
existed in Michigan, but fortunately
also made from their time together,
for him, the mishap took place only
noticing that St. Martin’s digestion
minutes away from where a highly
slowed when he was running a fever.
decorated doctor was stationed. If it
In all, Beaumont performed nearly 240
wasn’t for Dr. Beaumont taking the
experiments throughout the numerous
man into his home, and St. Martin’s
years they spent together. While their
willingness to be studied, there’s
relationship unearthed an abundant
no telling how many years it would
amount of discoveries, it wasn’t without have taken for the numerous medical
difficulties. Many times Beaumont
breakthroughs to have been made that
would describe St. Martin as very
resulted from their relationship.
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KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!
A multiservice company that you can trust!

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, place or
person for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting
the correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly
selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the
end of the year! On December 31, 2015, one winner will be drawn out
of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
In the October 2015 edition, we asked our readers to identify what the
following object is and for what it was used: Of all of those submitting
the correct answer, Peter Sapienza of Macomb Township, Michigan,
was randomly chosen to be entered into the year-end drawing. Peter identified that this
object is a tuning fork. The tuning fork has functioned both as a musical instrument
and as a precision scientific instrument, hence helping to shape both modern music and
science.
The tuning fork was invented in 1711, by John Shore, a renowned musician,
instrument maker and trumpeter to the English Royal Court. Prior to this, musicians
relied on wooden pitch pipes to produce a standard musical pitch G. However, the
wood was greatly affected by changes in temperature and humidity, so the pitch was
often unreliable. However, Shore’s invention produces a standard pitch G across a wide
range of environmental conditions.
In the early 20th century, due to the development of electrical technologies, it has
mostly fallen out of use in music and science. One exception is in medicine where
tuning forks are still used in the diagnosis of hearing
disorders.
For our November contest, we are asking our readers
to identify what the objects to the left are and for what
they were used. Remember, go to www.thumbprintnews.
com if you know the answer.

GOOD LUCK!

Things that make you go hmmmm...
Two-thirds of the world’s population has never seen snow.
Handschuhschneeballwerfer is German slang for “coward”.
(It means someone who wears gloves to throw snowballs.)
A snowflake that falls on a glacier in central Greenland
can take 200,000 years to reach the sea.
The world’s first weather map, published in the London Times
on April 1, 1875, gave the weather for the previous day.
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Thumb Area Activities
and Events for:

NOVEMBER 2015

If you have an event in December that you would like listed in the December issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by November 12, 2015. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in
dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

No events were submitted for Genesee
County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - November 7 & 21
Tip of the Thumb Dancers, Huron

County Senior Center, 150 Nugent Rd.,
7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Admission $5.
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio. Bring finger food and friends.
November 7 is Pumpkin Pie Night and
entertainment will be provided by Melody
Magic. On November 21, Dick Hedrick
will provide entertainment. For more
information call Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Caseville - November 7
47th Annual Holly Berry Craft
Fair, Caseville Public School, 6609 Vine
St., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. 100 exhibitors,
pictures with Santa. Sponsored by
the Caseville Library Club. For more
information call (989) 856-4062.

Lapeer

Dryden - November 6, 13, 20 & 27
Euchre Tournament, Dryden Vets
Hall, 4223 S. Mill, 8:00 p.m. Cost $10 to
play; no partner is needed. Players can
bring additional players. Snack food is
available. 50/50 raffles and more. For
more information call (810) 796-3746.

Almont - November 10
Almont/Dryden Seniors Potluck
Lunch and Program, Lions Club,
222 Water St., 12:00 p.m. For more
information call (810) 798-8321.

Lapeer - November 13
Harvest Moon Dance, Lapeer

County Center Building, 425 County
Center, 8:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. For more
information call (248) 228-4876.

Almont - November 14
Euchre Tournament, Lions Club,

222 Water St., doors open at 6:00 p.m.;
play starts at 7:00 p.m. $15 donation
includes prizes and food. For more
information call (810) 798-8321.

More than Great Craft Beer!

Macomb

Salads
Sliders
Flatbreads
Fish & Chips

Utica - November 22
Thanksgiving Dance, K of C Hall,

44425 Utica Rd. Join the Warren Polka
Boosters and do the Polka Turkey Trot,
2:00 p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m. Everyone welcome
for an afternoon of dancing and listening
to a variety of music with a live band. $16
includes beer, wine, pop and coffee. For
more information call (586) 566-8936
or (586) 756-9259.

Sterling Heights - November 28
Harvest Moon Dance, Sterling
Chateau Hall, Holy Ghost Church,
38500 Ryan Rd., 8:00 p.m. $10 includes
free lesson. For more information call
(248) 228-4876.

Washington - November 30
(last day to register for December 3 program)

“Living with Arthritis”, 57880 Van

Dyke, 1:00 p.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m., on December
3. Sponsored by the Romeo/Washington
Parks and Recreation. If you or a loved
one suffers from arthritis, come and
listen to physical therapist, Karen Berg, as
she talks about the signs and symptoms
of arthritis and what all can be done
to alleviate its symptoms. Register by
November 30. No charge. For more
information or to register call
(586) 752-9601 or (586) 786-0131.

Oakland

Pontiac - November 8
“A Visual Tour of Modern Day
Gettysburg”, Oakland County Pioneer
and Historical Society, 405 Cesar E.
Chavez Ave., in the Carriage House,
2:00 p.m. Presented by Thomas Nelson.
Admission $5. For more information
call (248) 338-6732.

St. Clair

Port Huron - November 1
Shatter Silence Bowl-a-Thon,

Port Huron Lanes, 1718 Hancock St.,
1:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Quota Club
of Port Huron. Bowling teams are invited
to bowl in support of the Club, as well as
win gift baskets and door prizes. All funds
raised will be used to support the hearing
and speech impaired and disadvantaged

(810) 937-2937

808 Gratiot Blvd., Marysville, MI 48040

families in St. Clair County. For more
information, sponsor information or to
register a team, call (810) 966-3431.

information or for a vendor application
call Clara at (810) 987-7091 or email her
at cbartalino2007@comcast.net.

Yale - November 1
Beef Stew Dinner, Fr. Larry Dunn

Port Huron - November 7
Free Diabetes Academy Event,

Hall, Sacred Heart Parish, 310 N. Main
St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Sponsored by
Knights of Columbus Council #8710.
Adults $10, ages 6 to 12 $5, preschool free.
Carry outs available for $10. For more
information call (810) 387-9800.

Algonac - November 6
Wineglass Painting Party, McRae’s

Big River Grille, 9715 St. Clair River
Dr., 7:00 p.m. Tickets $35. Create a pair
of hand painted wineglasses to use at
home or to give as gifts. All materials and
instruction provided by Sip Dip Paint.
Food and drink specials available for
purchase. Tickets can be purchased by
credit card at www.SipDipPaint.com or by
cash or check at the Big River Grille. This
event benefits the Algonac Lioness Lions
Club Administrative Fund. For more
information or to purchase tickets by mail
call Sally at (810) 941-2553.

Marysville - November 7
The Blue Water Women’s League
30th Annual Craft Show, American
Legion Post 449, 299 E. Huron Blvd., 9:00
a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. $1 admission. For more

Lake Huron Medical Center, 2601 Electric
Ave., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 12:00 p.m. Features
celebrated TV personality and Food
Network’s “Pick of the Day” cooking show
host, Curtis Aikens, who will demonstrate
how to make a low-carb, full flavor dish
and will also share his favorite health
recipes. Reservations are requested,
seating is limited. Register by calling
(888) 637-2963.

Capac - November 14
St. Nicholas Craft Show, St.

Nicholas Catholic Church Hall, 4331
Capac Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m.
Crafters needed - $25 per table. Call
(810) 395-7532 or (810) 310-0187 for
more information or to register for a table.

Casco - November 14
34th Annual Country Christmas
Bazaar and Bake Sale, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, 5275 Palms Rd.,
9:30 a.m. ‒ 2:30 p.m. Free admission.
Looking for crafters and vendors,
$25/table. For more information
visit www.stpaulscasco.com or call
(810) 765-4808 or (810) 765-4829.

ABC

GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!
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Casco - November 14
Holiday Bazaar, Perch Point

Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner Rd.,
9:30 a.m. ‒ 2:30 p.m. Crafts, silent auction,
cookie bar, pie by the slice. Lunch includes
hot dogs, soups and chili. Sponsored by
St. Peter Lutheran Church of Fair Haven.
For more information or for table rentals
call (810) 765-8161.

Port Huron - November 18
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115

Sixth St., 7:30 p.m. During this meeting
we will go over the St. Clair County
Family History Group books that have
been published, talking about them and
discussing what other books the group
might want to publish. Anyone interested
in local history or who are researching
their family tree may visit our programs
as a guest or become a new member of
the group. For more information visit
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com
or call (317) 600-7813.

Avoca - November 21
Euchre Party, Avoca Community Club,
5396 Kilgore Rd., doors open at 6:30 p.m.;
game begins at 7:00 p.m. $25 per couple
or $15 individual. A light meal will be
included. Cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
highest scores. Door prizes. A grand prize
will be given to the player with the highest
total monthly scores at the end of the
season. For more information call
(810) 334-0114.

Port Huron - November 21
Big Craft and Vendor Show,

Visiting Nurse Association, 1430 Military
St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. Raffles, bake
sale and much more! $1 admission, kids
free. All proceeds benefit the Visiting
Nurse Association and Blue Water
Hospice. For more information call
(810) 984-4131.

St. Clair - November 21
Cookie/Bake Sale, St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church, 115 N. 6th St., 10:00
a.m. ‒ 12:00 p.m. Cookies, baked goods,
jams, breads, raffle. For more information
call (810) 329-3821 on Tuesdays between
9:00 a.m. and noon.

Marine City - November 24
Lighted Santa Parade, downtown

area, 7:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Sponsored by
the Chamber of Commerce. For more
information call (810) 795-4501 or visit
www.visitmarinecity.com.

Memphis - November 28
Memphis Lions Euchre
Tournament, Lions/Youth Center,

34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. $10 donation.
Snacks and drinks available. Top three

players will be awarded prizes. All profits
go to a new pavilion roof. For more
information call (810) 392-3717.

Sanilac

Port Sanilac - November 11
Veterans Day Services, Bark Shanty

Community Center, 135 Church St., 11:00
a.m. Wreath laying and awards to winners
of our Voice of Democracy and Patriots
Pen contests will take place. A light
lunch will be provided. All are welcome.
Sponsored by the Port Sanilac Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post 8872. Contact
Commander Jeff Lyall at (810) 622-8893
or (810) 404-3682 for more information.

Tuscola

Millington - November 6, 13 & 20
6th Annual ThanksGiving Back
Give Away, Millington-Arbela
Historical Museum, 8534 State St., 1:00
p.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. During the Museum’s
open hours on Fridays, visitors will
be given free tickets to be entered into
a drawing to win two $50 grocery
gift cards to Rosati’s Marketplace in
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Millington. Free admission to Museum.
Drawing will take place on November
th
A multiservice
company
that you can
trust! For more
20
after the
Museum
closes.
information call (989) 871-5508 or email
millingtonarbelahistoricalsociety@
hotmail.com.

To Advertise Your Business
With Us, Call Lisa at

Wayne

No events were submitted for Wayne
County this month.

888-530-3426

Sandusky - November 14 & 28
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
‒ 11:00 p.m. Everyone welcome - bring
finger foods and friends. $5 for members,
$6 for guests. $10 membership per year.
On November 14 entertainment provided
by Melody Magic. (This is also the annual
meeting for members, with election of
president and treasurer.) On November
28, entertainment provided by Dick
Hedrich & Son. For more information
call (810) 657-9349 or (810) 404-4250.

Croswell - November 17
“Finding My Family: From Ireland
to the United States, Canada and
Back to Ireland”, Croswell Aitken
Library, 11 N. Howard St., 2:00 p.m.
Free. Lecture sponsored by the Sanilac
County Genealogical Society. For more
information call (810) 705-1680.

Port Sanilac - November 17
American Red Cross Blood Drive,
St. Mary Parish Center, 7066 W. Main St.,
1:00 p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m. Sponsored by the
Port Sanilac Veterans of Foreign Wars
and the Ladies of St. Mary Church. For
more information call (810) 622-8893
or (810) 404-3682.

Deckerville - November 21
34th Annual Christmas Bazaar
and Craft Show, Deckerville

Community School, 2633 Black River
St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. $1 admission.
Strollers allowed after 1:00 p.m. Lunch
served, for a fee, from 11:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00
p.m. by the area Cub Scouts. Sponsored
by the Deckerville League of Women.
For more information email
dshell01@sbcglobal.net.

Port Sanilac - November 28
Christmas Open House and
Caroling in the Mansion, Sanilac

County Historic Village and Museum, 228
Ridge St., 6:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. For more
information call (810) 622-9946 or visit
www.sanilaccountymuseum.org.

K106fm.com
Fourth Annual
Addison Oaks NF Walk
is a Huge Success!
Submitted by Rebecca Silver
On September 20, 2015, the Fourth
Annual Addison Oaks NF Walk brought
together 500 people from the community to raise awareness and money to fund research
into neurofibromatosis (NF). NF is a genetic
disorder that can cause tumors to grow on
nerves throughout the body and affects one
in every 3,000 people. There is currently no
cure for NF.
This yearly event, held at the Addison
Oaks Oakland County Park, raised over
$50,000 for NF research. Activities included
a kids’ dash, a walk and a run, superhero
appearances, crafts, a raffle, an auction and
loads of laughter and fun.
NF Walks are community-based events organized by local volunteers to raise money
for the Children’s Tumor Foundation, a non-profit organization dedicated to ending NF
through research.
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AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

Medicare
questions?

to read online today!

We can help!

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650
OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK

Sherri Gottleber
Medicare Specialist

MFBHealth.com

Sanilac and St. Clair Counties

810-648-9343

1946

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

KINDE, MI

4900 N. VanDyke
989-874-4068

DEPENDABLE USED APPLIANCES
B U Y • S E L L • R E PA I R • P I C K - U P • D E L I V E R Y

IN-HOME REPAIR

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9-5
SATURDAY 10-3

Thumb
Print
News
Home Delivery only $2 per issue

Subscribe

NOW

Order Your
Fresh

SINCE

PRODUCTS

Never Miss
an Issue!

NON ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER SOFTENERS - DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
-

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

With Coupon. Expires 11/30/2015.

November 2015

810-985-8554
4983 Lapeer Rd.
Kimball, MI 48074

Holiday Turkey
from
Bushay’s Poultry Farm
St. Clair County (810) 329-6214
27 Years in Business

State Licensed & Inspected

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL
E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
WE AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
C
T -O S
OMPLETE RASH UT PECIALISTS

RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
N
WE T IT
’LL
HAU
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QUICK,CLEAN &THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

RUST CONTROL
6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450
(810) 359-7880

krown.com

have your business card seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

ABC

GOING BATTY?
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Auto Parts

NEED AUTO PARTS? Reichle Auto
Screen Printing

Parts has a large selection of motors,
transmissions, hoods, fenders, doors,
patch panels and more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

Digital Embroidery

Etching & Engraving

for metal, plastic & glass

General

NEWLY
REDESIGNED
WEBSITE!

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

INCLUDES
WHICH NOW
& ORDERING
DESIGNING
ONLINE!

MON - FRI 10-5

doodlingoutback.com

SAT 10-1

Terri Burns - 810-395-8746
102 S. Main Street, Capac, MI 48014
doodlingoutback@yahoo.com

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Sue at
(810) 278-4395.

10%f
Ofthis
with ly

PHEASANT HUNTING PRESERVE

n

ad o
TPN

24 Hour Service
7 Days a Week

storage solutions

(810) 982-8888

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAYS
AIRPORT TRIP NOW!

Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave. St. Clair, MI

Ask About Our Wedding Packages!
$

5 Off With This Ad

Adjustable

Double-Sided
Free Standing

e g
e
6 units at 12’ long
Fr lvin
1 unit at 8’ long
e
Sh
All are 7
tall and 31 ” wide.
(7 units total)

1/4’

1/2

Call 810-614-8034
to set up an appointment
to view the shelves.

7.25 FT.

Must be Able to
Disassemble
and Move

Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND
DECORATIONS Interested in vintage

and antique Christmas tree ornaments,
also Hallmark (all years), unusual artifical
trees such as those made out of feathers,
aluminum or in colors other than green.
Call if you have just a few or if you have a
lot! Please call (810) 614-8034.

OLD TRACTORS & FARM
EQUIPMENT, for parts and in need
of repair. Call Reichle Auto Parts at
(810) 329-3697.

Talent Search

SINGERS, RAPPERS, DANCE
GROUPS, Win $250 or free recording

studio time. Refer a friend and receive $25
referral fee. Call (586) 360-0383 or visit
www.abcumbyenterprize.com.

Pick-Up Only

12 FT.

Includes Brackets
and Boards
31.5IN.

REMOVABLE PEG BOARD TOP

Starting
at

14 25

$

Call Today!
(810) 794-2300

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews

Enjoy upland and lowland fields maintained
for prime cover throughout the year. Morning
and afternoon hunts. Unguided and guided
hunts. Gift Certificates available. Janks
Pheasant Farm, Mayville, Michigan.
Call (989) 843-6576 to reserve your hunt,
www.JanksPheasantFarm.com.

For Rent

HOME RENTAL, Free to responsible

handyman in exchange for help in
developing a farm, park, lake estate on
beautiful Lake Huron. North of Lexington.
Includes a 10,000 sq. ft. outbuilding for
many uses; furniture crafting, R&D, etc.
Call (586) 306-9440.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $583 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

Help Wanted

MIXOLOGIST WANTED

Call (810) 614-8034 for more information.

For Sale

APARTMENT BUILDING, 10 Unit

Apartment, Bad Axe. Monthly gross
$4,000. 691 S. Van Dyke. Gas heat,
acreage to expand. Zoned C3. $159,000,
statelc@yahoo.com (313) 938-4172.

“COZY” GAS WALL FURNACE

40,000 BTU’s. Like new, only 1 ½ years old.
Manual included. $400. Call (810) 765-8984.
HOUSE FOR SALE, Algonac. Price
Reduced: $114,900 for this sweet Algonac
home! Move-in ready! 1,120 sq. ft., 3 bed,
1 bath, 2+ detached garage. Many updates.
Karen Kranz with Keller Williams.
For details: email karenkranz@kw.com,
call (586) 979-3631 or visit the website
www.karenkranz.kwrealty.com.

RESTORED FORD TRACTOR

1952 8N Ford Tractor, restored. $3,800
for tractor and implements (back blade, 7’
landscape rake, lift boom and plow).
Call (586) 420-8881 or (586) 247-4941.
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Luxury Tran

sporation

Holiday Shopping
is Upon Us!

Melanie Duquesnel

The holidays are fast approaching. Before you know it, you’ll be gearing up for Black
Friday and Cyber Monday. The National Retail Federation has forecasted that sales
in November and December will increase by 3.7 percent. Online sales are expected to
increase between six and eight percent.
Whether you’re out in the stores or in your pajamas in front of a computer, it is
important to have a spending plan and beware of scams.

Spending Plan
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Decide on a maximum amount you’re financially able to spend.
Make a list of the people you want to buy gifts for.
Choose a spending limit for each person on the list.
Decide on the items you wish to buy for each person.
Check the Black Friday and Cyber Monday advertisements.
If a gift is not a part of any of the Black Friday or Cyber Monday deals, buy it early.
Make a store plan - when and where you need to be to get the gift deals.
Make sure the scanned price is correct and get those gift receipts.
If taking part in Cyber Monday, be sure to keep copies of your order number, refund
and return policies, shipping costs and warranties.

Casino Day Trips
$25 per guest 9AM TO 8PM
SOARING EAGLE: NOVEMBER 4TH & 18TH
FIREKEEPERS: NOVEMBER 11TH & 25TH
$20/SLOT PLAY - $5/DINING
BUS DEPARTS PORT HURON AT 9AM

Football Games
OAKLAND RAIDERS
N
OVEMBER 22ND
11:00 departure from P.H.

Buyer Beware

Sections 245 & 246 Rows 9 & 10

PHILADELPIA EAGLES

Make sure to really evaluate the deals; not all of them are great ones.
Research for the right product; check the user reviews before purchasing items.
Use those price-match guarantees.
When in the store, keep your wallet safe and pay attention to your surroundings.

THANKSGIVING DAY

NOVEMBER 26TH
10:00 departure from P.H.

• Don’t click on a link from an email or social media site for a store or coupon.
• When online shopping, confirm that the web address for the payment page starts
with “https”.
• Read the privacy policy of websites you’re purchasing items from.
• Pay with a credit card to provide an extra layer of liability coverage.
• Know your rights about shipping, returns, refunds and warranties.
• Check with BBB to verify that an online company is trustworthy.

Holiday Nights at
Greenfield Village

$39 per guest
DECEMBER 12TH

Editor’s Note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau
Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights
fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business
accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by
calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

FALL GUTTER CLEANING SPECIALS
GOING ON NOW!
After

WINTER WEATHER
IS ON THE WAY!
Have your gutters cleaned
professionally today!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

per

Sections 245 & 246 Rows 9 & 10

For more consumer tips and alerts, visit bbb.org/detroit.

CLOGGED GUTTERS?

9
$15
guest

AM

Online

Before

per

AM

In-Store
•
•
•
•

$9gu9est

BUS DEPARTS

PORT HURON AT 5PM

Overnight Casino Trip
Overnight at

SOARING EAGLE & LITTLE RIVER
$99 per guest (

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY)

FEBRUARY 21ST, 2016
BUS DEPARTS

PORT HURON AT 7AM

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full
list of events on our website

to reserve your seat call or visit

Find us on
Facebook!

810-982-RIDE

www.982ride.com

LET US GET IT CLEAN FOR SANTA!

ABC
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Buy 4
Tires,
Get FREE
Rotation
for
Life of
Tires!

Don’t let winter get it’s grip
before you get yours!

A multiservice company that you can trust!

6730 S. River Road Marine City, MI 48039

Going On Now thru Nov. 30th

A Salute to Grandpa

ThumbPrint News Columnist

There’s someone from my past
that I often think about, especially
at this time of year. It is Grandpa
Doughboy. No, it is not that little
“poppin’ fresh” character everyone
else recognizes, although I am partial
to all he represents.
“Doughboy” is the
nickname given
those who fought
in the Great War
and probably a term
not recognized by
younger generations.
I’m referring here
to my paternal
grandfather whose
name my father and
I share.
I was only four
years old when
Grandpa passed
away. I have vague
memories of sitting at his feet as
he rocked in an old wooden chair.
He wasn’t in favor of having his
photograph taken, but I best remember
him as the faded image dressed in
a World War I Army uniform in the
large oval frame that hung on the wall
of my grandmother’s bedroom. She
was so very proud of him and even
though I didn’t really know him, I was

Pools • Spas • Tanning

too because of the
love she showed
whenever telling
me about him.
My grandfather
enlisted in the Army
and saw duty in France building bridges
so his fellow Doughboys could
advance against the enemy.
He came home, married my
grandmother, and quietly
became a farmer and member
of a society that was still free.
He became a charter member
of The American Legion in
1919 and later the VFW as
well. He was a proud veteran
and a good American.
I, too, am proud to be a
member of the same fellowship
of Americans my grandfather
belonged to. I’m a veteran of
military service to this great
country. And, as a veteran,
each year I attempt to draw attention to
those who have served.
Memorial Day is a time set aside to
recognize those who paid the ultimate
price in defense of the freedoms we all
would find it difficult living without.
It’s a time when we say thank you to
those who died as a result of battle
since the national holiday’s founding
following the Civil War. What it is

We are a 17-bed tanning salon
with four different levels of tanning.
We also offer UV-free spray tanning,
along with a full line of tanning
lotions and accessories.

810.982.7736
3428 Lapeer Road, Port Huron, MI 48060
www.sunshinepst.com | sunshinepst@yahoo.com
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Marine City Auto
Care
810-765-9000

Tire Inventory
Reduction Sale!

By David Gillis

Home & Commercial Services

Call to Make Your Appointment Today

Oil Change Special

$19.95*

*Plus oil disposal ($2) and Tax

Major Brands No Synthetic Up to 5 qts.

Must Present Coupon Good Thru 11/30/15

not is a day to honor
veterans of military
service. That is
reserved for November
11 of each year.
It seems each
Memorial Day
many organizations,
politicians, church
pastors and even the
media, without giving it much thought,
honor all who have served. Yet, when
it’s time to show appreciation for our
country’s veterans, many are not even
aware that Veterans Day exists.
Although the Great War or, as we
now know it, World War I, officially
ended with the Treaty of Versailles in
June of 1919, fighting actually ceased
seven months earlier. That’s when a
temporary cessation of hostilities or an
armistice between Germany and the
Allied nations went into effect. That
occurred on the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month and,
for that reason, November 11, 1918,
is considered as the conclusion of the
“war to end all wars.”
In November 1919, President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November
11 as Armistice Day. In doing so he
created a single day when we all could
reflect with pride and gratitude on the
heroism of those who served.
In 1954, following World War II and
our battle against the aggression in
Korea, Congress, upon the urging of the
American Legion and other veterans’

organizations, changed Armistice
Day to Veterans Day. From that time
forward November 11 has been the day
we celebrate all veterans of military
service.
Now, some may say, “Why is that all
so important?” Certainly, if veterans
are recognized on Memorial Day, is
that not enough? Well, not really. Each
holiday has a special meaning and we
should treat them accordingly.
On Memorial Day let us offer all the
honor and reverence that should be
given to those who sacrificed their lives
for our freedoms. But, on Veterans Day
we need to stand and salute all those
who have served as members of the
Armed Forces of the United States of
America.
This year, as in the past, I will
think of the framed image of Grandpa
Doughboy on my grandmother’s wall
and extend a proud salute. I will say
thank you for your service. It’s the
same thank you I offer to all veterans.
On this November 11, please find a
veteran and just say, “Thank you for
your service.”

We are St. Clair County’s
HotSpring® Spa dealer
and are committed
to bringing your life more
enjoyment and relaxation!
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Queen Set $198

Fort Gratiot by Walmart

Free Drawing for

QUEEN
MATTRESS
SET

Twin ea. $69

Full ea.$148

Sealy
Queen Set
$1298

to read online today!

Queen Pillow
Top Set $398

Full set $348

King set $695

Stearns & Foster
Queen Set
$1498

November 2015

Queen Set
$598

Twin set $398
Full set $549
King set $998

Queen Set $2299

ENTER TO WIN!

Name
Address

Phone Number
Email Address
No Purchase Necessary

Full set $1099
King set $1799

Full set $1449
King set $1999

Flex Prima

UP TO

Across from Birchwood Mall
LJ-0100294432

48
MONTHS
FINANCING
select models only
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By Liv Anne Lern
Dear Liv,
I’m a smoker. Yes, I know, hardly
anyone wants to admit to that anymore
these days, but I’m saying it out loud. I’m a
good person. I’m a loving wife and caring
parent. I have a job that I love and do very
well. I have lots of great friends, and I
even go to church. I say all of this because
it seems like if you’re a smoker, people
automatically think you’re some kind of
a loser or something. I’m not a loser, I
just happen to enjoy smoking a couple
of cigarettes throughout my busy and
sometimes stressful day. Unfortunately, I
have a situation that I don’t know what to
do about, and it has to do with smoking.
I live in a really nice neighborhood,
filled with really nice neighbors. Most of
the homes in our area have patios or decks
of some sort in their backyards. Each
year when the weather gets nice enough,
everyone scampers out to the back end
of the house to grill, swim in their pools,
or just hang out. We get along with most
everyone in the neighborhood; however,
the new neighbors to the right of us have a
problem. They want my husband and me to
stop smoking in our own backyard!
Although we use our deck year round,
(we don’t smoke in the house, so in the
winter we just open our sliding glass doors
and step outside), it’s become an issue
now that the warmer months have arrived.
These neighbors only moved in about eight
months ago, and because they’re in their
backyard now as well, they constantly
complain about the smoke smell that drifts
over from our house. They’ve yelled out
rude comments about the smoke, they’ve
coughed really loudly, and complained
amongst themselves about how bad the
smoke smell is, and most recently (and
the reason I’m writing you today), they’ve
even left a note in our mailbox asking us to
please refrain from smoking when they’re
out in their yard.
This has got me on fire!! Now, I’m really
sorry but we have rights too! We can’t
control whether the wind blows from the
north, south, east or west. We can’t help
it if the smoke happens to drift into their
backyard. And we shouldn’t have to quit
smoking just because they don’t like it.
This simply isn’t our problem. They do
things I don’t like either. For example, I
don’t appreciate it when they’re grilling

while I’m in the middle of doing my yoga
exercises after work. It makes me feel sick
to my stomach, yet I’ve never yelled over
to them to stop making their dinner!
I don’t want to end up on some stupid
reality TV program where neighbors
battle out their problems. I just
want them to stop harassing
us. I don’t feel that my
husband and I should have
to change how we live
for these new neighbors.
We’ve done absolutely nothing wrong.
Please tell me the best way to handle this
before I burn up inside!
Smokin’ Mad
Well Smokin’,
I’m really glad you decided to think this
over before acting on it, because you’re
right, whether on a reality show or not,
going to war with your neighbors is never
in anyone’s best interest. These neighbors
could be living next to you for the rest of
your lives. Although it isn’t always the
case, it’s so nice when neighbors can get
along and share at least some kind words
and often much more than that. So let’s
discuss a solution that may put out the
smoke for your neighbors and the fire in
you!
If this was happening to me, I would do
a few things to try to calm things down.
First of all, I would purchase one or maybe
two small fans that could be placed on the
floor of your patio, facing the opposite
direction of the house on your right. That
way, when someone smokes out there,
the fans would help to carry the smell up
and away. Secondly, I would get some
citronella candles. This would not only
make your backyard smell wonderful,
but it would also keep away those nasty
mosquitoes. Thirdly, I would find the right
moment (perhaps when the woman of the
house is outside watering the flowers or
getting the mail) to approach the neighbor,
and express that although you are smokers
(which you need not apologize for), you’re
making every effort to redirect the smoke
away from their home. These actions
represent your willingness to make peace,
and will hopefully provide a new start for
all of you.
Now I know you’re the one making all
of the sacrifice here, but it may be a small
price to pay if it brings everyone down off
the ledge. I’ve seen people do stuff like
this before, and it usually works quite well.
In the end, it often makes the ones who
were overacting feel a bit silly, and in turn,
they want to make things right too.
And according to your own admission,
you don’t seem to love the “lingering”
smoke smell either, hence the reason you
smoke on your back patio year round.
Finding a way to understand how they
might feel (even though they went about

to read online today!

it in a less than kind way) is the first plan
of action I would take. Remember, we’re
human beings. We don’t always think
things through properly. It would have
been much better if the neighbors would
have approached you directly and asked
to work together to find a solution. But
they didn’t. Taking the “high road” and
resolving the issue in this manner will
make you feel good, and will allow you to
hold your head up high.
One more thing I would quickly like
to discuss since you brought it up in your
letter; it’s the comment “We have rights
too!” I absolutely agree. Yes indeed,
everyone has many, many rights in
America, and that’s so fantastic. In fact,
that’s one of the main reasons we live here.
However, I just think we ALL need to
think more about how our actions affect
others in the daily choices that we make.
There are many examples of what I’m
referring to. There’s smoking; there’s a

November 2015
screaming child in a restaurant who doesn’t
quit for an hour; there’s extremely loud
music coming from a car or neighbor’s
house; there’s people using obscene
language in a grocery line where children
are present (nonetheless I’m in line too!).
Yes, we have the “right” to run our lives
in many ways…but I think we could all
be living healthier if we just thought about
how it MIGHT affect others. Now, don’t
get me wrong, I understand that we can’t
worry about every little thing and what
every single person thinks, as there’s
always going to be someone out there
who will complain about, well, just about
anything! Let’s just try to step back and
think – if for only a moment – about how
our actions affect those around us.
Live and Learn
If you would like to ask Liv a question that
may be addressed in a future column, send
a short email to livannelern@gmail.com.

