FREE PUBLICATION! • TAKE ONE! • FREE PUBLICATION!
We are an Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper.

ThumbPrint News

(810) 385-1700

HOLIDAY DESIGN SPECIAL

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

The Pilgrims and Wampanoag Tribe held their first harvest celebration 397 years ago in Plymouth, Massachusetts.

GRACE
HOSPICE
WHEN IS THE RIGHT
TIME TO ASK ABOUT
HOSPICE?
By Lisa Hartman

Page
12

Page
27

Ad sizes and prices vary.
Call (810) 794-2300 and
see how we can help you
be seen throughout your
community. Check out our
classified section on page
11. If you want your ad to
get attention, contact ThumbPrint News.

810-794-2300

*See pg. 16 for full details
Expires 11/30/18

Féminin

By David Odziana

I

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

from Fenton

n the world of cycling, there are few races more prestigious
than the Tour de France. Many riders spend much of their
lives training for the grueling race that takes place over several
weeks and stretches hundreds of miles – although most racers
take years to ready themselves for the event, one Michigan
resident’s story is quite different.
Born in Fenton, Michigan, on November 1, 1957, Marianne
Martin wouldn’t have described herself as a cyclist during the
first couple decades of her life. Throughout middle school and
high school, Martin competed in a sport she loved – running.
Unfortunately, when she was 20 years old, she suffered a
back injury, which completely ended her running career. She
went on to attend the University of Colorado, and while working

at a hotel in college,
Martin saw a bike race.
The sight sparked her
interest, so she started
biking to stay fit, and it
wasn’t long before she
began racing for fun
while going to school.
Eventually, she was convinced to
try and compete in a professional
race, and because of her many
(Photo contributed by
years as a runner, she had strong Marianne Martin)
legs and was great at climbing hills.
See FENTON Page 8
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Most dedicated shipwreck hunters often spend
a great deal of time and money trying to locate a
specific ship with much uncertainty that it will ever
pay off – one man took that commitment to another
level, spending more than a decade and every cent
of his money trying to discover a vessel that many
claim never existed.
The copper rush in Michigan took off seemingly
overnight after Douglas Houghton, a geologist
and future Detroit mayor, noticed people heading
to the Upper Peninsula, which prompted him to
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investigate. When he arrived and discovered
what the fuss was about, he announced his
copper findings in 1841, causing even more
prospectors to scramble toward the Keweenaw
Peninsula to get a piece of the profits
The announcement caused sudden chaos
throughout Michigan, but the copper had been
well known by the natives for years – not
only did Native Americans mine the metal,
but according to the Mineralogical Society of
America, the area had been mined for more
than 6,000 years. A piece of this copper (entited
the Ontonagon Boulder) weighing 1.5 tons
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In the September issue of ThumbPrint News, I invited our readers to become our Guest Editor for a month. We are starting
to receive a few submissions and this month Laura Irwin, one of the graphic designers at ThumbPrint News, has taken up the
– Diane Kodet
challenge. So, for this month, I am bowing out and letting Laura have this spot.

Every Day Thankfulness

For most Americans, this is the time of year our thoughts turn toward the annual Thanksgiving Day feast. We shift into
preparation mode, focusing on the meal, the time and place, who we will be sharing it with, as well as what we’re thankful
for. The most frequently heard answer to the question “what are you thankful for” around our table is "family", seconded
by "good health"– even if it isn't perfect, it could be worse – with a hearty appreciation for the "good meal" rounding out
the answers in third.
The first ever Thanksgiving back in 1621, in Plymouth, Massachusetts, consisted of 53 Pilgrims – only about four of them
being adult women – and 90 or so Wampanoag Indians. History indicates the Pilgrims were celebrating and expressing
thanksgiving for their first successful harvest. After having survived the journey on the Mayflower and persevering through
that first winter – which between the two, had decimated half their population – they pulled through to a bountiful harvest;
I’d say that’s something to offer thanks for.
But what about expressing gratitude on an everyday basis? Whether alone or in a crowd, happy or sad – barring the
obvious "big thing" answers of family and friends, good health, prosperity – what are you thankful for? Are you thankful
for… indoor plumbing or… clean underwear? While you’re facing a mountain of dirty dishes, are you thankful? That
pile of dirty dishes gives several opportunities for gratefulness: you have food to eat and the means to prepare it, you
have indoor plumbing, soap and a sink to clean them in. Do you have a place to store the food and dishes? Yep, grounds
for thankfulness. These are just a few examples of the often-overlooked, little everyday things that we can and should be
thankful for – things that if taken away, we would markedly miss.
In the midst of complaining about the troubles and tribulations that life throws at you, stop and redirect your thoughts to
the times things succeeded. It takes a bit of conscious effort and time to train your thoughts towards everyday thankfulness.
You basically need to “audit” your brain. Be aware of what you’re thinking. If a thought is negative, disparaging or even
despairing, catch it and erase it with a thankful one. Some days I catch hundreds of negative thoughts trying to weasel their
way in; other days not so many. But when I catch them, I turn them to a positive by thinking of something I’m thankful for,
even if it’s random or even silly sounding like – the tires on my car are properly inflated. True story. Not too long ago, I
had to check my tire pressure before leaving the house every morning because one of them wasn't holding air. During that
time when I was filling my tire regularly, I was thankful I had an air compressor at the house to use, sometimes with a sigh
of resignation, but, l remembered to be thankful, reducing the toil of a burdensome task.
One of my favorite things to express gratitude for is the opportunity to show love and kindness to others. When I choose
to give, without expectation of return, it's like giving a gift to myself. No amount of thoughtless distraction from the
receiving party can belittle the gift when I count myself as the recipient.
Today, my thankfulness leads me to the facts that I have pen and paper – which I didn’t have to pulp and press or extract
dyes from plant sources to make ink – but I would be thankful to know how to do these things. I feel appreciation for the
education I received that allows me to spell reasonably well and formulate a sentence, which leads to my knowledge of
computers that permits me to type my handwritten notes, do instantaneous research and submit this article for publication.
Looking deeper into gratefulness on this subject, I’m achieving part of a long-held dream of writing for publication, of
sharing stories and insights, with maybe a tad bit of wisdom thrown in.
Being thankful is a positive approach to daily life that can change your perspective, attitude and outlook for the better.
Even in dire circumstances, the practice of thankfulness will be a boon, adding grace to your dilemma.
I will end with this thought to help speed you on your way to everyday thankfulness:
Laura Irwin
“What if you woke up today with only the things you were thankful for yesterday?”
~
Editor’s note: In order to encourage more readers to become a Guest Editor for a month, I am reprinting part of what I wrote in the September issue:
I know there are many of you out there who have the hearts and souls of a writer inside you. I am inviting you to submit a guest editorial to me for
consideration in an upcoming issue of ThumbPrint News. The topic is your choice. Maya Angelou, who was an American poet, singer, memoirist and civil
rights activist, said: "There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you."
Is there an untold story inside you that you would like to tell? We would love to hear it.
Anaïs Nin, who was a French-American writer and novelist, reminds us that: "We write to taste life twice, in the moment and in retrospect."
All of us have interesting stories to tell from our pasts. Relive those moments and share them with our readers. Part of the joy of reading is to be able to
live vicariously through the retelling of events by others.
Don’t worry about being the world’s greatest writer; our editorial staff will edit your submission for grammar, spelling, clarity and length, if necessary.
We do reserve the right to not accept for publication articles which are not in keeping with the nature of our paper. If you have an editorial to submit,
please email it in Word document form to the email address ThumbPrintNews@comcast. net. All submissions will be acknowledged by me and if we are
going to use it in a future edition of the paper, I will let you know that as well. When your writing does appear in ThumbPrint News, we will mail you a
complimentary copy of the paper, so please include your full address with the submission.
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Bigfoot in Michigan’s Thumb?
By Robert C. Brenner,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I was "born and raised" in the woods of Michigan. I was a Cub Scout,
Boy Scout, Explorer Scout and proud member of the Order of the Arrow. As
such, I've always been drawn to the woods, lakes, rivers and marshes of our
state. Even today, I’m outside as often as I can be. It’s natural for me to be
interested in the animals and creatures that live in nature. Some of them are
shy and elusive – cryptid – hiding from humans. It’s when we encounter them
that our interest gets piqued and we want to learn more. This is how I became
interested in learning all I can about Bigfoot – also known as Sasquatch.
When I began conducting research into the Bigfoot phenomenon, studying
this elusive animal-human hybrid, I thought I’d find just one or two reported
incidents of Michiganders seeing, hearing or smelling Bigfoot here in the
Thumb. I was surprised to find over 90 recorded encounters. (Many more may
have occurred, but were not recorded.) Over 60 of these encounters involved
people who claim to have actually spotted the creature.
All these people can’t be hallucinating. There’s got to be something to this
mysterious phenomenon. I dug deeper.
Of the reports of actual sightings, most occurred in Tuscola County, followed
closely by St. Clair County and then Sanilac County.
In four reports of Bigfoot sightings, a group of creatures were seen at the
same time, and in 24 cases, multiple people witnessed the same encounter.
With so many sightings, how can I determine which reports are sincere and
which are contrived? We’re fortunate in having some experts who are also
studying this cryptid creature – the Bigfoot Field Research Organization, the
Michigan Bigfoot Information Center and dedicated researchers with years of
experience in Bigfoot study.
According to Dr. Jane Goodall (My Life With the Chimpanzees), the late
Diane Fossey (Gorillas in the Mist) and Dr. Melba Ketchum (Bigfoot DNA
research – The Sasquatch Genome Study), a small part of the DNA in all three
primates can be associated with human DNA, so the many stories we hear or
read about Bigfoot watching humans, especially children at play, tell me that
they have a natural attraction to the human race. Yet in
many other ways, they act like animals, such as the bear.
They spend most of their time foraging for food or hiding
from people.
Collectively, we’re learning more about these elusive
creatures and one day I hope we’ll be able to communicate
with them. Thus, we have established the case for Bigfoot.
They are real.
Editor’s note:
Robert Brenner (www.brennerbooks.com),
graduate of St. Clair High School and longtime resident, has
just released Bigfoot Encounters in Michigan’s Thumb. This
book covers 92 encounters in our area, including 64 actual
sightings, and describes where (location), when (year, month,
time, weather, etc.), and who witnessed these events. Bigfoot Encounters in Michigan’s
Thumb: Sightings & Evidence of Sasquatch Presence is available as an eBook from
www.Smashwords.com (https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/892364).

INTRODUCING THE NEWEST ADDITION
TO McLAREN PORT HURON:
Our 174,000 square-foot, four-story patient tower. Every aspect of
the new tower was built with our patients in mind. We expanded
our emergency department, intensive care unit and observation unit
for greater access to care. Once renovations to the entire campus
are complete, all of our patient rooms will be fully private, each with
an area for family, including a sleeper sofa for overnight stays.
We have done all this and more because we believe that
doing what’s best for our patients means always improving
upon the ways we provide care. To learn more about our
new patient tower, visit mclaren.org/porthuron.
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Connecting Great Employers with Top Notch Employees in Michigan!
Champion Employment Group has been connecting Michigan’s most sought after employers with
the best talent since 2013. We offer easy access to a wide range of recruiting specialties. We work
with several employers in the automotive, aerospace, health industry and continue to grow.
We are currently looking for Machine Tool Builders, Machine Tool Pipefitters, Machine Tool
Electricians, Quality Technicians, Controls Engineer, Quality Engineer, Process Engineer, Quality
Iteration specialist, Administrator, Administrative Assistants, Painters, Taggers, CNC Machinists,
Panel Wirer, Medical Receptionist and Home Health Aides.

69246 N. Main Street, Suite A, Richmond, MI 48062 | 586-430-1191
www.championeg.com | resume@championeg.com
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KITTY REEVES was put on display in Detroit in 1843, before being sent to

the Smithsonian. The Mitten State was the backbone of
copper mining for most of the second half of the 1800s, producing 75 percent
of the nation’s mineral from 1850 to 1881. This resulted in commercial shipping
becoming a necessity in order to move the massive amount of metal around the
country and beyond.
One of the 3,000 commercial shipping vessels traversing the Great Lakes at this
time was the Kitty Reeves – although this is often debated. Since recordkeeping
was spotty during the 19th century and those that were recorded were often lost
or destroyed in fires, details are sparse on this particular ship, which leads some
people to doubt its existence. During the mining years, the Kitty Reeves was
docked at the Lake Linden Port in Lake Superior awaiting the final load of copper
of the season to be put on the ship. The captain was likely waiting anxiously for
the process to be over because it was nearing the end of October, which often
brought treacherous weather to the lakes. It was said that the copper the captain
was waiting on was actually meant for a king’s ransom. Once it was finally loaded,
it was time to make the long journey south to the lower part of Lake Huron. After
making it through the St. Mary’s River locks,
the vessel slowly made its way south, but
what had concerned the captain earlier in
the journey soon became a reality, as it
was now November, the month even the
most experienced captains wouldn’t be
caught dead on the Great Lakes.
Eventually the vessel would’ve
come to a crossroads and a
decision would need to be
made – continue south or seek
shelter in the Saginaw Bay and
wait out the storm? A blizzard
was sweeping across the area
and powerful wind gusts created Example of what the Kitty Reeves may have looked like
Continued from Page 1
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Beltone provides digital hearing instruments that
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FREE, no obligation Hearing Screening.
Appointments are limited!
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huge waves, which only
made matters worse. After
deciding against continuing
on, it is assumed the captain
made it into the bay, but
the waves continued to
bombard the boat, sending
water onto the ship’s deck.
With the reported 300 tons
of copper already weighing
the ship down, it quickly
became obvious that the
vessel wouldn’t survive 1880 picture of Ottawa Point, which eventually became Tawas Point
this storm and the schooner Kitty Reeves was never seen again – or at least that’s
how the tale is often told. Although two dates are listed for the sinking, many
people who believe the ship did in fact sail the Great Lakes accept November 7,
1880, as the loss of the copper-filled schooner. The storm the Kitty Reeves was
said to experience was so devastating that 16 other ships floundered that night off
Tawas Point, which was known as Ottawa Point until 1902.
More than 50 years passed and the legend of Kitty Reeves was all but forgotten
until a man by the name of Julius Ferdinand Roth retired and moved to the East
Tawas area. While it is said that there are actually more historians that believe the
Kitty Reeves was never real than those who maintain her existence, that didn’t
deter Roth from spending a great deal of the latter part of his life searching for it.
Roth fancied himself a treasure hunter, and set his sights on being the man who
could prove once and for all that the Kitty Reeves did in fact exist. While it’s not
known exactly what first sparked his interest in this particular ship, one of the
first known references was discovered in his safe deposit box after his passing.
The letter was from a Mr. Frank Black dated August 24, 1940, which explained in
detail the sinking of the Kitty Reeves and stated he had received the information
from a captain and life station employee at Tawas Point. Apparently, those letters
contained everything needed to convince Roth and
See KITTY REEVES Page 20
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Skoric Hearing Aid Center
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Helping the world hear better

DO NOT CASH • THIS IS NOT A CHECK
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DOLLARS
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One Thousand Dollars and 00/100*

CENTS

$1000 00*

PAY TO THE ORDER OF:
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123 Oak Street
City, State, Zip

Authorized Signature

*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Trust™ 17 or 9 hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount taken off MSRP.
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when is the right time to ask about hospice?
Contributed by Lisa Hartman, Branch Director, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

To

Now! Now is the best time to learn more about hospice care and
ask questions about what to expect and when to initiate care. Do
not wait until an illness has reached a point of end-of-life care only
to engage hospice. Although end-of-life care may be difficult to
discuss, it is best for loved ones and family members to share their
wishes long before it becomes an issue. This greatly reduces stress
when the time for hospice becomes apparent.
Anyone and everyone can inquire about hospice services.
Hospice staff are available 24 hours a day/7 days a week to answer
questions and provide information. You can also speak with your
physician to receive more information on hospice care and services.
When the need for hospice care is decided, the hospice staff will
contact the person referred to set up an initial meeting to review
the services hospice will offer and sign the necessary consent forms
for care to begin. Usually, care is ready to begin within a day or
two of a referral. However, in urgent situations, service may begin
sooner.
The staff at Grace Hospice is available to answer specific questions
or provide more detailed information, if needed. Feel free to call
the agency at any time at (810) 294-8580.
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Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and
is not intended to be legal or medical advice.
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(810) 637-5757
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www.billmacdonald.net
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Oil Change Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off Battery Test
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$

CHEVY SILVERADO
CREW CAB LT Z71

18,555*

$

2013

14,555*

ONE OF THE LARGEST PRE-OWNED SELECTIONS IN MICHIGAN
HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm | TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm | SAT. 10am-2pm

with Additional Pothole Inspection
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With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/30/18
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She competed only on the weekends
that changed after the first stage. Martin was
throughout that first year of cycling.
able to place third behind two Dutch riders, and
After graduating from the University of Colorado,
even though she didn’t secure the first place
Martin’s parents offered her money as a graduation gift,
finish, it was still a shock to viewers – in the eyes
which excited her because she wanted to buy a racing bike.
of the fans and the media, if anyone from the
Her father, who wasn’t as thrilled about her new interest in
U.S. was going to place, it should’ve been Betsy
cycling as her mother was, bought her a camera instead, so
King, who was considered the best on the U.S.
Marianne had to take out a loan to buy a used $600 bike.
team. The early stages of the race were mostly
The following year she continued to participate in races, and
flat terrain, which the Dutch dominated, but as
she joined a cycling group in Colorado after she obtained
the tour progressed, the course began including a
her racing license – soon she wasn’t entertained with small
great deal of climbing. Coverage of the American
scale races and started seeking out a larger spotlight. By
women’s team was seemingly non-existent for
Route of the 1984 Tour de France the first 11 stages of the Tour Cycliste Féminin,
1983, after hearing of about the Tour de France, Martin
(created by Andrei I. Loas)
knew exactly what she wanted to work toward.
but after Martin was able to gain some ground in
The first national race Marianne competed in was the
the first stage of the Alps, the media’s attention shifted. After the two major
Tour of Texas, and in order to be able to attend, she had to
climbs of the race, Martin was able to finish 90 seconds ahead of all other
call in sick to her job. Her white lie ended up backfiring
racers for the day, earning her the second place position overall. Marianne
because she placed first in the opening time trial, and that (Photo contributed by Marianne Martin) wanted to prove she was the best climber on the tour, which is exactly what
news made it all the way back to Colorado and ran in a Boulder newspaper – she did, earning the polka dot jersey awarded to the fastest climber – following
her bosses weren’t happy about her deceit, but after a taste of winning, Martin’s the mountain terrain, Martin was just 64 seconds behind Helen Hage, the current
sole focus became cycling. Her timing for seeking entry into the Tour de France leader from the Netherlands.
couldn’t have been better because had she sought this endeavor only a year earlier,
Following Martin’s 12th stage win, the media started following the female racers
she wouldn't have even been considered. Felix Levitan, who was an organizer for more, with the New York Times covering the first story on the women since the
the Tour de France, made the decision to start a woman’s section for the race in race began. Although Marianne started out slow because of her anemia, she was
1984. The news was met with a great deal of scrutiny in France, with the previous able to find her zone – just two stages later, Martin moved into the lead, but she
year’s winner, Laurent Fignon being quoted as saying, “I like women, but I prefer still had to perform for the last few stages. With the American rider in first on the
to see them doing something else.”
leaderboard, teammate Patty Peoples gladly accepted the role of team domestique,
Martin tried out for the 1984 Olympic team, but she had to place in the top six to which required her to act as a supporter for Martin.
earn a spot on the roster. Unfortunately, because she was suffering from dizziness
With just a few stages left in the Tour Cycliste Féminin, Martin tried to call her
and fatigue that restricted her riding, she wasn’t able to perform at her highest father to tell him to watch the rest of the race play out on television. However, she
ability and didn’t score high enough in the standings. Since she didn’t race well wasn’t able to get a hold of him. Despite his disapproval during the early years
enough for the Olympic team, Martin wasn’t added to the Tour roster either – once of her cycling, he had grown more accepting, after watching her race in smaller
she returned home she became aware that only five of the six Tour de France
positions were filled. After some convincing from a fellow cyclist, Marianne went
with her friend to Colorado Springs to meet with the national cycling coach Edward
Borysewicz. Once Martin’s father, who was a doctor, was able to diagnose her with
anemia, she was able to adapt her training to make it most effective by giving her
body the correct amount of rest, something other riders would have never dreamt
of doing. While she was now performing better than before, she still had to plead
with Borysewicz, promising he wouldn’t be disappointed – just weeks before the
Licensed Builder / General Contractor
Tour de France started, she was awarded the sixth spot on the team.
The official name of the women’s race was the Tour Cycliste Féminin, which took
place over 18 stages compared to the men’s 23 stages. Since the cycling union had
strict rules about women racing, they were only allowed to cover approximately
660 miles, compared to the nearly 2,500 miles the men trekked. Even though the
race was altered to follow the union’s restrictions, the women still had to be granted
immunity for the race because it didn’t follow the set guidelines on how many
days of rest females had to have during a multi-stage event. Despite the numerous
stipulations, the women finished at the same spot and followed the same course as
their counterparts, including all the climbs. The media coverage of the women’s
race was very scarce, and while
some people weren’t aware that
females were even participating
in the tour, those who did know
had their doubts. The members
of the French press weren’t sure
if the 36 women would even be
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
able to finish the race – some
female teams, such as the Italians
• One Contractor from Start to Finish
and Dutch, did receive a small
amount of attention, but many
weren’t even aware the United
States had a team.
Initially,
only
a
few
newspapers
paid
any
attention
Martin's bike from the 1884 Tour de France Féminin
to the women’s American team;
(contributed by Turbo Jams - Flickr)
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MODEL
CENTER

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.

(810) 648-3299
855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com
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events. Marianne continued to perform coming into the final stage and remained
in first place, securing the Malliot Jaune, the Yellow Jersey awarded to the Tour
de France winner. As she passed under the Arc de Triomphe, she heard a familiar
voice come from the crowd yelling, “Go Marianne Martin!” As she turned, she saw
her father, who ended up catching a late flight and jumping a fence in order to see
his daughter win.
Although the media touted doubts about the ability of women to complete the
race, only one out of the 36 women
wasn’t able to finish, due to breaking
her collarbone. Martin finished the
Tour Cycliste Féminin in just 29
hours, 39 minutes and two seconds,
which was three minutes ahead of
the second place finisher. Although
both Marianne and the male winner,
Laurent Fignon, look like equals,
standing together on the podium,
hoisting similar trophies, this was
not the case. Fignon was awarded
an impressive $225,000 payday
for winning the race, but as proof
of the inequality in racing at the
time, Martin was only given $1,000.
When she was later asked about the
pay, Marianne said, “I won $1,000,
but we shared that with our team.
Some people think I made a whole
lot of money, but, for me, it wasn’t
about the money anyway. We did it
because we loved it.”
Since Martin was an unknown
American rider who had only
(Photo contributed by Marianne Martin)

(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

decided the prior year that she wanted to compete in the Tour de France, sponsors
were non-existent. She was responsible for purchasing her own bike, as well as
finding the funds for a plane ticket to France in order to compete. The following
two years after winning the biggest cycling race in the world, Martin was forced to
work two jobs in order to pay off the debt she’d racked up while participating in the
Tour de France – Marianne gave up racing in 1986 due to health issues. “It cost me
money to do the Tour de France. But even if I hadn’t won, so what? I got to race
my bike every day, I was fed and got massages every day. And I was in France,”
Martin said. “To me, that was the greatest thing in the world.”
Today, Marianne runs a photography business in Boulder, Colorado. She rides
horses more than bikes, but she has been considering coaching young women on
the art of visualization, something she was coached on while training for the race
that she believes played a large role in her win. Despite being not only the first
woman from the United States to win the prestigious race, but the first American
to take home the Yellow Jersey, she has yet to be inducted into the U.S. Bicycling
Hall of Fame.

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

gifcatrds

make wonderful

gifts!

K
BE SURE TO PIC
AY!
YOURS UP TOD

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

Never Lose Power!

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

A Name You Can Trust
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Bubba
says,
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

1-810-543-3899
1-800-400-8941

www.budgetelectricgenerator.com
www.generac.com

Premier
Award-Winning
P WERPRO Dealer

YEAR-END SPECIAL!

500
OFF

$

FREE 5-YEAR WARRANTY*
WITH

ALL SALE PRICES
BASIC INSTALL.
Previous sales excluded.
CALL FOR DETAILS.

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

*PURCHASE WITHIN ONE
WEEK OF ESTIMATE

TPN Exp. 11/30/18
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★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Building Demolition • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
rden Of Peace
a
G
Earn PETAL
F lo
s
t
rist & G i f 1 PetalPforOeveINryT$10S!spent

WITH

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

Texas • Cape Cod
New York

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase
Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens
Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

YOGA

GERALYN FAHEY
Owner

www.LotusOneYogaStudio.com
35700 Green St.
New Baltimore, MI 48047

(586) 946-1600
gfahey01@icloud.com

NEED FIREWOOD?
Pickup or Delivery
CALL TODAY FOR PRICING
AND MORE INFO!

Stock
Up Now
for
Winter

ABC

Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!
abcbees.com ~ abcbees@comcast.net ~ Licensed & Insured

Independent Distributor

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

Lotus One

Shelly Konarski

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

586-725-1991

HOURS:

Mon 12PM - 6PM
T - F 12PM - 7PM
Sat 10AM - 4PM
Sun & Holidays
by Appt.
Only

★
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Frank Law Firm

For Sale
HUNTER'S SPECIAL – 2007 13’ CAPRI

••


  

COACHMAN MINI CAMPER Like new. $5,000,
OBO. Call (810) 367-6132.

Help Wanted
OTR DRIVERS NEEDED FOR FEDEX GROUND
CONTRACTOR – DEDICATED RUNS. Six


 
Serving St. Clair County since 1999

• Crushed
Concrete
• Fill Dirt
• Limestone
• Mulch
• Gravel

E

(810) 794-5678 if you see bed bugs!

Specializing in Stone Driveways

&

•
•
•
•
•
•

L

Trucking

Smiths Creek, MI

Peastone
Sand
Topsoil
Rock
10A
Stone
(Septic Stone)

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured - MDOT Drug Tested

Emil Bandurowicz, Owner

810-650-8160

All residential wiring

No job too small!

months of experience or FEDEX-approved
school. Class A, Doubles Endorsement, criminal
background check. Benefits. 62¢ cpm,
can make $100,000 per year. Contact Marci or
Dino at (810) 633-9014 or (586) 530-3559.

AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed
within 10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
To learn more visit www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

General
BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS. No job too small. Rapid

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!
Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899

Glass and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor(586)
725-7107

Ed Bickley

8900 Dixie Highway
Fair Haven, MI 48023

Fax (586) 725-7112

For Rent

3 GREAT

Port Huron
2422 Lapeer
810-985-9100
Marine City
Marysville
260 S. Parker 782 Huron Blvd.
810-765-4900 810-364-4650
Locations

EVERYONE

Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained Minister, at
(586) 843-5227 or Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.
The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

FREEPIK.COM

AFFORDABLE FITNESS FOR

MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC!

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

response and free estimates. Serving the Thumb
area for 30+ years. (800) 400-8941 or
(810) 543-3899.
PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north of 32
Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
Free Pool Access
Super 8, Marysville

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO,
sleeps six, low winter rates starting at $669
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.
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Tile Work
TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new installation

for backsplash, floors and bathrooms. Re-caulking
showers and tubs. HANDYMAN WORK TOO!
For estimate call Rick at (810) 599-4630.

Wanted to Buy
WANTED
CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs and CLASSIC CARS from
1928 to 2008 (Private Buyer). $2,000 to $12,000
paid. Cash on the spot. Based in Macomb
Township. CALL KELLY ANYTIME (248) 338-0852.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,

Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.
MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED. DEAD or
ALIVE – cash waiting! Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA
SIGNS. Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair.

Call or text Steve at (248) 245-7845.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery.
CNC or manual. One
machine or entire plant.
Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders,
etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WANTED TO BUY! Having an estate or garage
sale? Downsizing? Got Christmas items? Call us
first! Best prices on vintage or antique Christmas
ornaments and decorations. Buying all year long.
Call Al at (810) 614-8034

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of
experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

REDUCED RENT, HANDYMAN, WATERFRONT.
Help finish a newly-renovated 2-bedroom home
on 100' wide canal. New cathedral ceilings, bath
and kitchen cabinets, flooring, electrical, furnace,
washer and dryer. Call (586) 306-9440.
REDUCED RENT. A responsible handyman to
help establish a lake, park, farm estate north of
Lexington on beautiful Lake Huron, in exchange for
reduced rent. 10,000 sq. ft. outbuilding – many
uses. Call (586) 306-9440.

15

$

& up

Call Today! (810) 794-2300
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Why Us?

Knowledgeable
Factory Trained & Certified
Licensed & Insured
Detailed System Quote
Guaranteed Clean up
Physical Location/Showroom

7210 Lakeshore Rd.
Lakeport, MI 48059
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

POOL & SPA
ars ~ Licensed and Insu
45 Ye
re d

Monday - Saturday
12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

Visit us online at
lenspoolandspa.com

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to
be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On
December 16, 2018, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and
the lucky person will be notified.
For our October contest, we asked our readers
to identify what the object pictured to the
left is. Of all of those submitting the correct
answer, Dave Loersch of Chesterfield Township,
Michigan, was randomly chosen and will be
entered into the year-end drawing. Dave identified
that the object is a close-up of an apple stem.
Here are a few interesting apple facts:

Call 833-8NOLEAK Wewww.ReasonableRoofing.com
Finance – Great Rates & Terms!

For Your FREE Estimate

Residential • Commercial

• Archeologists have found evidence that humans have been enjoying apples
since at least 6500 B.C.
• Even though 2,500 varieties of apples are grown in the United States, the
crabapple is the only apple native to North America.
• The apple blossom is the state flower of Michigan.
• Apples are grown in all 50 states.
• The pilgrims planted the first United States’ apple trees in the Massachusetts
Bay Colony. In colonial times, apples were called winter banana or melt-in-themouth.
• The science of apple growing is called pomology.
• The apple tree originated in an area between the Caspian and the Black Sea.
• Apples are a member of the rose family.
• Some apple trees will grow over 40 feet high and live over 100 years.
• It takes the energy from 50 leaves to produce one apple.
• Apples are the second most valuable fruit grown in the United States.
Oranges are first.
• In 1730, the first apple nursery was opened in Flushing, New York.
• One of George Washington's hobbies was
pruning his apple trees.
For our November contest, we
are asking our readers to identify
what the object pictured to the right
is. Remember, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know
the answer.
Good Luck!

By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer
We continue our quest for new words to increase our vocabulary. Why? A good
vocabulary makes communication simpler and allows us to be better understood,
and in the words of Albert Einstein, “Once you stop learning, you start dying.”
We would love for our readers to submit some of their favorite words.

mendacious [men-dey-shuhs]

An adjective meaning telling lies, especially habitually; dishonest; lying; untruthful
First known use: 1610 – 1620 Ex: Mendacious lobbyists have found numerous ways to
legally ignore well-intentioned rules.

Editor’s note: The word “mendacious” was submitted by Emily Sivey of
Harrison Township, Michigan. Here is what she said about her word choice:
“It is not an old word, but a fun one. Many people are not aware of it.”

pueruile [pyoo-er-il, -uh-rahyl, pyoor-il, -ahyl]

An adjective meaning of or relating to a child or to childhood; childishly foolish;
immature or trivial. First known use: 1650 – 1660 Ex: The ideal is as impracticable
as it is puerile and retrograde. ~ Critical Miscellanies (Vol. 3 of 3) John Morley

extoll

[ik-stohl, -stol]

A verb (used with object) meaning to praise highly; laud; glorify; eulogize
First known use: 1350 – 1400 Ex: The health benefits of exercise are widely extolled.

For future Vocabulary Voyage columns, we would love to have words
submitted by our readers. If you have suggestions, please email the
word(s) and meaning(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net, along with
your first and last name and the city of your residence. Emails not
containing all the requested information will not be considered.
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794-5678 to minimize ticks in your yard!
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NOVEMBER IS MILITARY FAMILY MONTH

An Opportunity to Support Local Veterans and their Families in the Blue Water Area
YMCA of the Blue Water Area helps veterans and families of military personnel maintain health and well-being.

For nearly 25 years, YMCAs have celebrated Military Family Month, providing Americans
the opportunity to recognize the dedication, sacrifice and service of military personnel and
their families. Throughout the year, and especially this November, the YMCA of the Blue
Water Area supports veterans and military families with programs and initiatives that improve
their well-being and provide opportunities to connect with other families waiting at home.
“When servicemen and women are deployed, their families can experience great stress,”
said Denise Brooks, President/CEO at the YMCA of the Blue Water Area. “Whether it’s
providing a place where kids can make friends and have a sense of belonging or providing a
place for adults to meet health goals, the Y is here and able to help.”
The YMCA of the Blue Water Area offers Y memberships through the Military Outreach
Initiative. Since 2008, the Military Outreach Initiative has provided more than 75,000 Y
memberships to military members and their families. Here in the Blue Water Area, the Y
reached 11 families through this program.
“At the same time, there are thousands of people in the Blue Water Area who have served
our country. Working in conjunction with the St. Clair County Department of Veterans Affairs,
Community Mental Health, McLaren Port Huron and several key community volunteers, the
YMCA has developed several opportunities to support our veterans, all under the umbrella
of Operation VETSTRONG at the Y. The goal of the program is to offer veterans and their
families tools to stay healthy and happy,” said Brooks. The opportunities include:
• Special veteran-only classes designed to introduce veterans to the YMCA
• Volunteer opportunities for existing YMCA members who are veterans to act as coaches
and connectors for veterans joining the Y
• A special Operation VETSTRONG at the Y membership program
• A veteran outreach event after the first of the year
First established by the Armed Services YMCA (ASYMCA) and recognized by the U.S.
government ever since, Military Family Month recognizes the dedication and
service of military personnel and their families.
To learn more about the Y and programming that supports military families, contact Laurie Irwin,
Member Relations Coordinator at lirwin@bluewaterymca.com, or (810) 987-6400, ext. 112.

ThumbPrint News’ Readers
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its beginning nine years ago. In just that short time, our faithful readers have taken our paper with them to all fifty
United States and to all seven continents, photographing themselves in front of points of interest in those places. It has been and continues to be an armchair tour of the world!
“My group walked a long way through a wooded area to come to this site. If you will notice, the planks on the deck
are placed very close together. You can imagine how hard it would be to deliberatly drop something through the
laid-out boards. But, my famiy refers to me as Lucy (as in Lucille Ball). While taking this picture, the phone fell right
out of my hand and right through the decking. I was amazed, as just when I needed help, out of the middle of
nowhere, a maintenance Jeep pulled up and within an hour, I had my phone back.”
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Diane standing in front of the
Wailing Wall in Jerusalem

In back (left to right): Sean, Ric and Diane Viers.
In front is Bishop Jerry Piscapo.
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Israel has two ofanficd Arabic.
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ThumbPrint
Diane, at the Masada National Park, the ancient
fortress of King Herod, built in 30 BCE.

If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, please consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and photographing it with yourself in front of a point of interest for that location. Please
submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a paragraph about your trip. When your photo or photos appear in the paper, we will be sure to send you
a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address with your submission. Depending on how many submissions we have, it may take a few months for yours to appear, but
be assured that we appreciate each and every one.
Designed by Freepik
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7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039
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ELCOME
LARGE PARTIES W

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

‘

FULL BAR
Beer,-Wine
Liquor &
Moonshine

Proudly
Servin’

Beer

Check out Facebook for
the Weekend Drink Contest!


   

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL 2PM

SUN
7AM - 10PM

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

MON- THURS
7:30AM
- 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

FRI
7:30AM
- 11PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

SAT
7AM - 11PM

KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL MENU AND EVENTS
ENTIRE MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT WITH
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15th Annual

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

History of the
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Algonac, MI

Christmas Tree Walk
November 30th is the LAST DAY to purchase

DISCOUNTED TICKETS!

All tickets are valid for ANY NIGHT the Walk is open.

DECEMBER 2018

6, 7, 8, 9, 10 ~ 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 ~ 20, 21, 22, 23 ~ 27, 28, 29 & 30
Each night from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
$

15 per adult & $8 per child (ages 2-15)
children under 2 are free

Starting December 1st, tickets will be $17 per adult &

$

10 per child.

Event parking at 8061 Marsh Rd., Algonac, MI 48001. Shuttle runs every 10-15 min. and the last shuttle leaves for the home at 8:00 p.m.
Self-Guided Walking Tour Takes Approximately One Hour.
Tickets purchased in advance can be used any one night the Walk is open. Tickets are
non-refundable, though they may be given to another person to use if the original
purchaser is unable to attend.

House is not handicap accessible.
Tickets can be purchased through the last day of event! We do not run out of tickets!
NOTE: The History of the Christmas Tree Walk will NOT be open on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day or New Year’s Eve.

To order call

For a sneak peek, visit

(810) 794-2300 | www.TheChristmasWalk.com
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FELINE
OSTEOARTHRITIS

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Degenerative joint disease (DJD) is defined as
the progressive and permanent deterioration of the
cartilage within the joints. Arthritis is the medical term
for inflammation of the joints, while osteoarthritis
(OA) is the term for chronic joint inflammation caused
by the deterioration within the joint cartilage. We used to think that older cats did
not get osteoarthritis, but it turns out it is more difficult to detect in cats because they
just show very subtle and abnormal signs compared to dogs.
Cats rarely show lameness when they have arthritis. Instead, you may notice your
cat is reluctant to jump up on furniture or his favorite perch or may be slow to get up
before doing a lot of stretching. Some cats have behavioral changes, such as hiding
more or being irritable, especially when being picked up. Other cats will have a
decreased appetite or become matted from a lack of grooming due to pain. We
routinely check for osteoarthritis in cats older than 10 years of age that present for
having accidents outside of their litter box when they never had a problem before.
Many cats will have difficulty getting in and out of the box, but because cats are
so private, we do not always see them using their litter boxes. Cats can also have
muscle wasting that goes undetected because of longer hair coats or because they
do not like to be picked up and held.
Now that we know osteoarthritis does exist in cats
and we are better at identifying their symptoms, our
next hurdle is developing a treatment plan. OA
cannot be cured; treatment is aimed at improving
your cat’s quality of life. It’s important to note
that many pain relievers used to treat arthritis
in humans and dogs can be deadly for cats.

Luxury
Bath

Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

EXPERIENCE THE

DIFFERENCE
CUSTOM
REMODELNG OPTIONS:

• SimplyPure ™ Bathtubs
• SimplyPure™ Shower Pans
• Walk-in Tubs
• Barrier-Free Showers
• Tub to Shower Conversions
• Complete Shower Remodeling
• Whirlpool & Soaker Tubs

WE CAN TAKE YOUR
BATHROOM FROM

OUTDATED
to
OUTSTANDING
ALL IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY!
HOLIDAY
DESIGN
SPECIAL

50%
OFF LABOR
MUST PRESENT
COUPON.
EXCLUDES
PRIOR ORDERS.

EXP. 11/30/18

ALLOW YOUR LUXURY BATH® DESIGN CONSULTANT TO HELP YOU CREATE
YOUR PERFECT ESCAPE! WITH OUR ENDLESS OPTIONS AND DISTINCTIVE
DESIGNS, YOUR CHOICES ARE UNLIMITED!

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810-385-1700
1-800-ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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So, never give your cat any over-the-counter pain relievers without first
consulting your veterinarian. Any older cat put on pain medication needs to
have their kidney function analyzed so the proper medication and dosage can
be given. In cats with compromised kidney function, there are other treatment
options that include joint supplements, weight management and prescription diets
that are formulated to help decrease joint discomfort and can also help with pain
management. The supplements consist of glucosamine and chondroitin and help
decrease cartilage breakdown. For those kitties that cannot be medicated easily
at home, there is an injectable form of a joint supplement that is given weekly to
monthly that seems to be very effective in helping cats with OA.
I have also been having very good results with cold laser therapy, initially starting
with four to six treatments then once the pain is under control, the treatments can
be anywhere from every few weeks to every few months for maintenance. Others
have had success with massage and physical therapy as well. Acupuncture is also
available for cats with significant pain.
Environmental enrichment is important to help your cat adjust better to his/her
new limitations. You can help by adjusting their things, like making sure they have
easier access to the litter box by cutting a low entry area in the front and making
sure food and water bowls are at an appropriate height so they do not have to lower
their neck too far. An enriched environment can encourage exercise, which can help
maintain muscle tone and mass, while possibly decreasing pain associated with joint
disease. Every cat with arthritis will need to have a management program designed
for his or her specific needs. What helps one cat with arthritis may not help another,
but with many options available, we can make
our kitties comfortable and content.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at
Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in
Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.
com. For other pet-related questions, you can reach
Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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Relationship
Relativity

By John Vincent and Bairbre' Senkus,

ThumbPrint News Columnists

“Before marriage, a man declares that he would lay down his life to serve you; after
marriage, he won’t even lay down his newspaper to talk to you.”
					
– Helen Rowland
The two most basic and direct forms of communication are speaking and listening. Simple
enough … but why can this area be such a struggle for so many couples? Communication
is a mirror. The things that are talked about, not talked about, the manner in which they are
presented, how they are heard, and how they are responded to, are bellwether reflections
of each partner’s self-relationship and of the overall union. So just what are some of the
reasons why this can be such a slippery slope…?
John’s Thoughts
For intimate relationship to grow and thrive, there must be a balance between casual
and emotional conversation – that which stirs an interest, and that which stirs the soul.
Communication is ultimately a tool of connection, linking one mind to another, as well
as the heart. But as is so often the case, timing can mean everything.
1. Every couple, every household has their own rhythm and flow. Work schedules,
chores, demands, sleep patterns, habits and the rest of the gotta-do myriad either
contribute or take away from the communication environment. So how is time created
for connecting? Establishing a dedicated schedule doesn’t usually work, as who knows
exactly how we’ll be feeling on Friday night at 8:00 p.m. to talk! But not having time
reserved makes it too easy to just never get around to it. The best way is to keep it at
a priority level, and when a suitable opening occurs, jump on it! It really should be a
spontaneous process.
2. Avoid forcing intimate or emotional conversations for the sake of being romantic. If
romance is in the air, great. Go with it. If it’s not, it might be better to push the pause
button and connect later. Not much feels worse than when one partner is gushing
with emotion and the other is feeling awkward and empty handed. Of course, if not
connecting at a romantic level is the normal theme, then obviously figuring out what
the barriers are should become a priority.
3. As the newness of relationship rubs off and everything seems to have already been
talked about, communication can tend to become very casual. More things can be said
for the sake of passing time or filling in the voids of silence. This is when listening
skills can become especially rusty. After all, who is going to be on pins and needles
hearing about something that we don’t have much interest in? This is where growth
comes in. Growth is the perfect antidote to stagnation. When each partner is growing,
this growth is interjected back into the relationship. And, when the relationship grows,
it also gives back to each individual partner as well! Rekindle the child within, a long
forgotten interest or a held back spark. These extra dimensions will help notch up your
connectivity level.
4. It may appear to be a bit of a paradox, but silence is a requisite for better communication
skills. Since God so often speaks softly, creating the space for silence helps us to become
better tuned to our inner voice, for it is this voice that reflects our divine purpose.
When we are aligned with our true purpose, wonderful things happen. We raise our

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

awareness, expand our perspectives, minimize our fears and expand love – all perfect
ingredients to share with our partner, and grow, enrich and spice up our love life with.
So let’s get the phone, laptop and TV from out of our faces, and instead interject long
moments of inner solitude.
Bairbre′s Thoughts
When a relationship begins, it consumes enormous amounts of attention and energy.
Everything seems shiny and new. However, this passionate stage does not last forever.
A huge issue in relationship is a lack of communication once the infatuation stage
wears off. This is when the inevitable happens and our differences become apparent.
They, of course, were always there, but now they become sharper and more in focus.
This is when many couples start to just coast … until one day it seems like they are just
ships passing in the night. As the newness wanes and reality sets in, this is a painful
conclusion to come to while being with the person we want to build our life with.
When we coast along without a forward push to keep communication at the forefront,
then communication becomes painful and active listening goes out the window.
Pressures of the day and differences become more apparent. Thoughts of now having
less in common abound.
So how can this be remedied? Think back to the days when your life together was new
– nonstop talking on your dates, calling each other to make certain you made it home
safely, and then talking again for another hour. If you can remember the time when
talking to each other was fun and exciting, and most importantly you felt heard … then
there is hope.
1. Examine what you both care and are passionate about. Do you have core values that
align? This is a start, since building is from the bottom up. Think about the qualities
you respect in one another. What positive experiences have you introduced each other
to? What are your building blocks? Finding the things that connect you and stir your
souls is what creates the path to learning and growing as a couple. These are essential
components to keeping communication alive.
2. Communication can degrade to the point that we feel like there is nothing else to say
to one another. Why might this happen? Sometimes we get tired of telling each other
what we want, need or feel, especially when it seems like we are not being heard and
nothing changes or gets better. This is when it becomes too easy to just give up and stop
talking and listening. Make sure you hear your partner!
3. Look at how you react to the things that your partner says. Are you critical? Do
you cause any inhibitions because of it? If so, then you are part of the problem in
encouraging your partner to clam up. For change to occur you must be honest in your
assessment of this.
4. If you tend to put unusual expectations on each other, you need to look in the mirror
and ask yourself why. Is this due to your own inadequacies or insecurities? Behaving
in this manner will surely end up silencing your partner. Your own issues when looked
at and learned from, will create a more healthy and positive self. When this is achieved,
you can draw your partner in more easily.
Successful, loving relationship has many ingredients. But the most fundamental
underpinning is learning the art of genuine communication. Without it, how can you truly
hear the voice of your own heart and soul … and that of your partner? Isn’t that worth
talking about!
Thanks for reading! Remember, if you have any topics you would like to
get our viewpoints on, or have any questions or comments, please email us at
relationshiprelativity@gmail.com.
In our next month’s column, we will look at ways to better communicate when it’s the
most difficult … during and after a heated argument.

11/04 - 11/06 Niagra Falls 3-DAY Special Overnight $169
11/05 Mon Soaring Eagle - Ronnie Milsap Daytrip $32
11/07 Wed Greektown (Up to $30 pkg) Daytrip $27
11/11 - 11/12 Veterans Little River Overnight $99
A Veteran Owned Company Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
11/11 Sun Veterans Day @ Firekeepers Daytrip $27
Available in All
Christmas Gifts
Denominations
Sunburst Tours from
11/13 Tue Firekeepers Daytrip $27
Birthday
25 to 100
Gift Certificates make
Anniversary
11/18 - 11/20 Chip Inn Overnight $165
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11/21 Wed Greektown (Up to $30 pkg) Daytrip $27
at Any Time for Any Occasion
Amounts
11/25 - 11/26 Kewadin (Up to $50 pkg) Overnight $99
Complete
Trip,
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
Tour
&
Cruise
11/28 Wed Motor City Casino Daytrip $27
are Completely Escorted Aboard
Details at:
11/29 Thu Saganing Casino Daytrip $27
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
www.sunbursttours.com
We also do Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call! 12/02 - 12/03 Litter River Overnight $99
2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060
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PESTERING PROBLEMS

GUTTERCLUTTER?

MARKET MATTERS

The fall market is upon us and Michigan has one of the strongest
economies in the United States. If you are planning to buy a house, you
should put your plan in motion now because you may not be the only one
bidding on a property – buyer demand is still strong. Keep in mind, your
buying power may be greater today than in 2019, so it may make sense to
make your move now.
Detroit is progressively moving upwards when it comes to both population
growth and development. Great news! Although home values in the
Detroit metropolitan area and its surrounding communities are increasing,
its real estate market is still considered to be one of the more affordable
housing markets across the nation. Perhaps even more important is the
Motor City’s attraction to new buyers. According to Business Insider,
Detroit ranks in the top 20 best places for first-time homebuyers.
It’s predicted that Michigan’s housing market will continue to favor
sellers into the foreseeable future. The reasoning for this is based on the
fact that there is still a lack of inventory, which will continue to push
house prices higher. It’s important to remember that even in this hot and
crazy real estate market, you should consider these top three things to get
your home sold: price, location and condition.
Mortgage rates continue trending up. With the hot economy, active
Federal Reserve and inflation starting to tick up, we expect this trend to
continue. The 30-year fixed rate is up almost 1% over the last year, with
rates now approaching 5%, hitting their highest point since 2010.
If you are able to buy now, this may be a good time to do so and lock
in rates.

***
TIPS FOR SELLING IN THE FALL

Clean Up Your Front and Back Yards – Rake dead leaves and debris
in your lawn. Take care of anything that is dead or overgrown. Cutting down
overgrown landscaping will showcase the exterior of your home better.
Embrace the Fall Season – Many people love this time of year. Decorate

both the inside and outside of your home to reflect Thanksgiving curb appeal.
Place pumpkins on the porch. This will make the house seem warmer and help
buyers envision themselves living there.

Add Lots of Light – The days are getting shorter. Open your blinds and
push back the drapes on all the windows. Turn on most of the lights in the home
for showings and light lightly-scented candles. Brighten darker rooms with extra
lamps.
Price It Accordingly – Work with your real estate agent to set the right price
for your home. We know nothing compares to your home – but you need to price
your house to compete in the current market. Price it right the first time and get
the best offer you can!
Be Prepared to Move – Those looking to buy during the fall are often
looking for an immediate move. This means you also need to be prepared with
your next plans. Packing and organizing early can help ensure your move is less
stressful. You may want to consider using a temporary storage facility for your
stuff. This also helps you to declutter (one of the most important staging points)
and lets you show your house in its best light.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland, Macomb Counties
and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara
at (810) 278-6654 or (810) 278-6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services

Just as the bright green summer shifted to the vibrant shades of fall, the
fall is quickly fading into winter right before our eyes. The perfect time
to tackle all of those pesky outdoor chores is before the winter really
begins to take hold. Cleaning up the yard generally takes precedence for
most homeowners and can be very time consuming and overwhelming.
Between trimming trees and raking leaves, it’s important to not forget
about one of the most important tasks – gutter cleaning! Gutters play an
extremely important role in protecting our homes, and it can be very easy
to underestimate and overlook the importance of keeping up on gutter
maintenance.
Gutters and downspouts carry and channel thousands of gallons of water
away from your home annually! But they can also get clogged up easily
with dirt, leaves, wasp nests, snow, ice and more. Just a little bit of debris can
cause your gutter system to fail completely. With the heavy and freezing
rain we have in Michigan, gutters play a major role in deterring water
away from the foundation of your house. Properly installed gutters will
protect your roof from taking on large amounts of water that could cause
leaks. Gutter guards can help keep the gutters free of debris, but installing
gutter guards does not mean that your gutters don't have to be cleaned.
Even with gutter guards your gutters can still clog and will require regular
maintenance.
So, when is the perfect time to get those gutters cleaned? Once most of
the leaves are off the trees, but before the snow starts flying is the best
time to get this taken care of. No one wants the job of cleaning gutters
on a cold, snowy day with the wind whipping around them! If you neglect
to clean your gutters before the freezing weather begins, the risk grows of
there being leaves that will freeze inside the gutters, only to cause chaos
for you, the homeowner. If water and debris cannot flow freely through the
gutter system and into the downspouts, the gutters will back up and water
can spill out onto your roof and into your house.
Clogged gutters can cause an assortment of problems. Damage can be
caused to your foundation, roof and even siding, if the gutters are not in
proper working order. Excess water from a clogged gutter can cause wood
to rot around your windows, doors, fascias and soffits. Water running down
the side of your home can stain your siding. Constant water around the
foundation of your home can cause cracks and leaks in the foundation,
making your home unstable. Gutters should be cleaned at least twice a
year, once in the spring and once in the fall. Waiting any longer between
cleanings can cause irreversible damage to your gutters and home.
Gutter cleaning can be a dangerous job, and the taller the house the
more dangerous it gets! Instead of climbing up a ladder or getting on
the roof of your home, let the professionals at ABC Home & Commercial
Services safely tackle this task. Don't let your gutters become a problem
this fall! ABC Home & Commercial Services is offering fall gutter cleaning
specials now and we do free, onsite estimates. Call now to schedule your
appointment at (810) 794-5678 before the winter weather gets here!
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ONE CALL IS ALL IT TAKES
TO CLEAN UP YOUR FALL
TO-DO LIST!

abcbees.com ● Licensed and Insured ● abcbees@comcast.net

CLOGGED GUTTERS?

BEFORE

Heavy fall and winter rains
are coming.

Freezing rain creates ice
and debris build-up which can
cause gutter and roof damage!

FALL
Gutter
Cleaning
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Your Safety is Important to Us.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL IT’S TOO LATE!

FOR THE

We are Your Local Chimney
Sweeping Crew - Call Us Today!

DON’T GET STUCK WITH UNWANTED VISITORS THIS WINTER!

Bats will remain in the same location year
after year. If that location is your home,
this poses health risks from both the bat
guano and the urine, potentially costing
thousands of dollars to replace the soiled
insulation and wood in your structure.

Knock.,..
Knock

LET US
BE YOUR
TRAP
MOUSE

Bed Bugs Aren’t Just In Your Bed!
NESTING LOCATIONS:

Mattresses, Box Springs, Bed Frames, Couches, Clutter,
Wood Furniture, Baseboards, Toys, Luggage, Vehicles & More.

When we say bed bugs are rampant in Michigan,
we’re not exaggerating. We get calls from all
over the area daily.
If you think you’ve got them,
we know how to get rid of them.

INSPECTION & EXCLUSION BAITING, TRAPPING & REMOVAL YOU DON’T HAVE TO LEAVE YOUR HOME
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KITTY REEVES the rest is history.

His venture was soon revealed
in an article that was published by a local newspaper,
the Tawas Herald, stating Roth was already
experiencing success. The paper said that he had
located the wreck of the Kitty Reeves with assistance
from an employee of the Michigan State College
Laboratory. It went on to say the commodities would
be removed to be used in the war effort, as soon as
the weather permitted – it was first said that the ship
held pig iron and copper, but later published articles
referred to it as "containing a fortune in copper". After
noting the wreck’s location, Roth teamed up with
Thomas Dale Vinette of Escanaba, who following his work with Roth, went on
to become a decorated diver in the military. Roth wasted no time before getting
on the water to begin diving the site he was sure contained the wreck. Vinette
went down to the lakebed, and after searching the area for a short amount of time,
discovered exactly what they were looking for. When he finally resurfaced, he
was carrying two pieces of bar copper each weighing 70 to 80 pounds each, fitting
the description of what was said to have been loaded onto the Kitty Reeves. The
news spread like wildfire around the area, but for Roth, he just began to scratch
the surface of the mass amount of copper expected to be in the same general area.
The first season of searching quickly ended, hindered by inclement weather
which made it too difficult and dangerous to dive. Vinette joined the Army in 1942,
and the two never worked on the project together again. It was actually Vinette’s
opinion that someone had already retrieved the valuable cargo because of what he
saw when he went down to dive the wreck. Apparently, the ship was badly damaged
by a suspected explosion – according to a later account by Vinette, he explained
to Roth that it looked like someone had East Tawas, Michigan, aerial view of beach
blasted off the deck and removed the
copper. His thought was the two pieces
of copper they found were ones that
had previously fallen off, drifting to the
bottom while the treasure was being
raised. Two letters discovered from the
late 1890s could shed some light on the
person who may or may not have beaten
Roth to the copper. Apparently, a Mr.
Renalds, who was a diver, contacted a
Mr. Black, who could potentially be the
same man that gave Roth the information
to locate the Kitty Reeves’ wreck. It was
said that nothing ever materialized from
this information because Renalds passed
away shortly after, but some people
wonder if he was successful at retrieving
the precious metal near Tawas Point
before he died.
Throughout the next few years, Roth

Continued from Page 5
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continued to try and acquire financial backing in order to maintain progress on
his search, but because he didn’t have anything to offer except a percentage of the
loot when it was finally recovered, it made securing a partner extremely difficult,
especially as the years passed. By 1946, Roth was apparently proclaiming the same
news he had in previous years, reporting in the Saginaw News that he'd located
the ship using newly created electronic scanning equipment – the news’ story also
reported that the ship held 500 tons or more of copper, which was said to be worth
more than $250,000 at the time, but later reports eventually lowered the weight to
300 tons. This apparently sparked some interest from investors because that year he
was able to secure the sand sucker Fort Meigs, but issues arose when bad weather
and a lack of $5,000 to make the vessel legal to sail stalled any progress. Nearing
the end of the diving season in late August of the following year, the Fort Meigs
was towed out of the Saginaw River and relocated to Tawas Bay. The ship made it
through the journey, but it was in terrible condition, with holes being stuffed with
rags to deter water from flowing into the boat. Despite pumps constantly running to
return as much water as possible back into the bay, the sand sucker eventually sunk
in the East Tawas Harbor on October 3, 1947, and wasn’t raised until the end of the
month. Just a short distance from where it had just recently sunk, the Fort Meigs
once again was resting on the lakebed, where it remained until the summer of 1952,
causing a huge legal battle over who was responsible for its removal.
That year Roth once again tried to renew his license to salvage the Kitty Reeves,
but the court system denied him that right until he paid the $6,871 it cost the
state to remove the sunken vessel he owned. Eventually, he was able to persuade
two law firms in Detroit to pay the recovery cost fronted by the state with the
understanding that he would repay it in full if the venture was successful, as well as
promising to do right by them, which became his go-to guarantee. The same year
another team of shipwreck hunters appeared on the scene from Saginaw, led by
W.G. Shannon, who recently received a permit to recover the Kitty Reeves as well.
Shannon, who previously worked with Roth on his venture, reached out to him
in the hopes of teaming up to find the wreck together, but Roth claimed his deal
with his backers was more profitable for him. While Shannon’s group was able to
retrieve fragments of coal, oak and a piece of wood thought to be a vessel rib, they
never found any copper or the wreck itself – after searching for about two weeks,
they too ran out of money and their hunting ended.
Suffering a heart attack on October 30, 1952, brought Roth’s shipwreck hunting
to an end without finding any more copper. Julius Ferdinand Roth passed away in
East Tawas on April 15, 1959, falling short of his aspirations of finding his wealth
sitting on the bottom of the lake. Vinette, who brought those first two copper bars
to the surface, passed away on July 10, 2010, at the age of 95 years old. While many
people still doubt Roth made any real progress on locating the mysterious ship,
Vinette swore he stood on the wreck of the Kitty Reeves the day he recovered the
two bars of copper in 1941. He also never swayed from his claim that he personally
read the cargo manifest which stated the Kitty Reeves was loaded with 300 tons of
copper bars that weighed 70 to 80 pounds each, as well as the bill of lading stating
the Kitty Reeves left Lake Linden. Hopes for finding any lost records of the ship at
Tawas Point are most likely hopeless because a disgruntled officer began burning
all the records before Chief Frank Morey
could stop him. Experts have many
different theories about the ship – one
Great Lakes’ historian expressed his
belief that the ship Roth was actually
searching for and possibly found wasn’t
the Kitty Reeves, but the Pewabic, which
was also loaded with copper and sunk
near Alpena.
Nearly 140 years later, the Kitty Reeves
remains one of the most mysterious ships
rumored to have traversed the Great
Lakes. Little effort has been put forth
to find the vessel since Roth’s passing,
yet mass amounts of copper could still
be waiting just 2,000 feet off shore of
Tawas Point in 18 feet of water. To this
day many people don’t believe it was
anything more than a tall tale – sadly we
may never know for sure.
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CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese,

(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING
WOULD LIKE TO INSPECT YOUR WATER
SOFTENER FOR JUST $3995*
This complete water softener
courtesy check includes:

ThumbPrint News Columnist

We made it through most of 2018. It has been a wonderful summer for me! Now as
fall winds down, we shift our focus on the upcoming crazy holiday season. Winter coats,
sweaters and early evenings in the house with the heat on are now the seasonal norm.
The cottage is mere days away from being officially closed up for the season. The trees
are pretty much bare and brown, just as our Michigan late fall and winters promise us.
It’s hard to believe that we are about to enter into another year at the end of next month.
Even though I love the spring and summer, the cold weather does have a few positive
attributes. My focus changes a lot at this time of year.
I am not into winter sports of any kind, except for running to the warm car or house,
which I consider a sport in my mind. It’s a great time to settle in and stay mostly indoors,
so I use this time to organize my city home and get creative with decorating or simply
staying more on top of things, as far as managing a home goes.
The close-up checklist has almost been completed, so my place is almost winter-ready. I
did have a few small areas that needed to be blocked up to avoid becoming a winter home
for the critters. Clothes and towels have been put into bins; water is due for shut off in the
next few weeks. I hear many people tell me what they have read as far as predictions for
our upcoming winter are, and there are all kinds of speculations. Truth is, we really do not
have a choice as far as to what type of winter we have, other than moving to a tropical or
warm, dry state! So we go with the flow, changing with the seasons as the time goes on.
I have to keep reminding myself that I will be able to head up at least once a month to
check on things and getting my cottage-fix, even if only for a couple of days. I could never
abandon my little place for more than a month! I keep a picture of the place, taken on a
beautiful summer, in my little office at my city home to look at when the winter seems to
take its toll; that gives me an uplifting feeling and a bit of joy, knowing that soon enough,
the way time flies, I will be opening the place up in the early spring and beginning another
spring and summer season! So, in the meantime, I will get my city home in order and feel
good about that for a while. I plan on using this lull in the cottage time to complete some
indoor projects and focus more on that dwelling. Happy Thanksgiving to all!
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Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

Offer expires 12/31/2018

*Any required parts and labor are not included in price of inspection.

Inspect ANY BRAND
non-Kinetico softener
Test Water
Check Brine Drum
Check for proper operation
Adjust all settings

We have hundreds of clocks to choose from.
Alarm, Table, Mantel, Desk, Grandfather and
Wall. Every one on sale at amazing prices.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“When choosing a leader, we always
kept in mind that humility provides
clarity where arrogance makes a cloud.
The last thing we wanted was to be led
by someone whose judgement and
actions were clouded by arrogance.”
- The Lakota Way
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Historical Society of Michigan's State History Award goes to Joan Bulley of the Algonac-Clay Township Historical Society
Submitted by Pam Allen,

President, Algonac-Clay Township Historical Society

The Historical Society of Michigan announced its 2018 State History Award at its annual Michigan History Conference in Sturgis,
Michigan, on Friday, September 21st. The Society presents the State History Awards every year to individuals and organizations that
have made outstanding contribution to the appreciation, collections, preservation and/or promotion of state and local history.
This year’s State History Award for Distinguished Volunteer Service went to Joan Bulley for her years of service to the
Algonac-Clay Township Historical Society. Joan Bulley has served as president of the Algonac-Clay Township Historical
Society, an all-volunteer organization focusing on local history. She has spearheaded many society projects, including the
organization of its artifacts into reference notebooks and the acquisition of the area’s old Fifth-Third Bank building to
become the society’s Maritime Museum. Through her decades of volunteering, strong leadership and willingness to mentor
others, she has helped the Algonac-Clay Township Historical Society grow and better display its local history.
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WHAT HAPPENED ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY? 1

On this day
in 1928,
the 1st celebration of
Authors’ Day takes
place.

2

On this day
in 1932,
the “Great Emu War”
begins when
Australian soldiers
sought to cull the
emu population over
crop destruction.

3

On
this
day
in 1507,
Leonardo
da Vinci
is commissioned to
paint Lisa Gherardini.

4

5

On this day
in 1814,
having decided to
abandon the Niagara
frontier, the
American army
blows up Fort Erie.

6

On this day
in 1923,
as European
inflation soars, one
loaf of bread in
Berlin is reported to
be worth about 140
billion German
marks.

7

On this day
in 1943,
the last 0 - 0 score
in the NFL occurs, in
a game between the
Detroit Lions and the
New York Giants.

8

On this day
in 1864,
President Abraham
Lincoln is re-elected
in the first wartime
election in the
United States.

9

On this day
in 1918,
Germany is
proclaimed a
republic as the
kaiser abdicates and
flees to the
Netherlands.

10

11

12

On this day
in 1859,
the first
flying-trapeze circus
act is performed by
Jules Leotard at the
Circus Napoleon.

13

On this day
in 1789,
Benjamin Franklin
writes “…in this
world nothing can
be said to be certain,
except death and
taxes.”

14

On this day
in 1935,
Manuel Luis Quezon
is sworn in as the
first Filipino
president, as the
Commonwealth of
the Philippines is
inaugurated.

15

On this day
in 1660,
Asser Levy is
licensed as the first
kosher butcher in
New Amsterdam
(now New York City).

16

On this day
in 1959,
The Sound of Music
musical by Richard
Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II
premiers at Lunt
Fontanne Theater in
New York City.

17

18

On this day
in 1883,
the four standard
time zones for the
continental U.S. are
introduced to uniform
train schedules
departures and
arrivals.

19

20

On this day
in 1928, Mrs.
Glen Hyde becomes
the first woman to
dare the Grand Canyon
rapids in a scow
(a flat-bottomed boat
that is pushed along
with a pole).

21

On this day
in 1907,
the Cunard liner
Mauritania sets a
new speed record
for steamship travel
– 624 miles in a
one-day run.

22

On this day
in 1928,
British King George
VI is confined to bed
with a congested
lung; the queen is to
take over his duties.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

On this day
in 1856,
James Buchanan is
elected
the 15th
U.S.
president.

On this day
in 1499,
pretender to the
English throne
Perkin Warbeck is
executed.

On this day
in 1921,
Hirohito becomes
Regent
of
Japan.

On this day
in 1863, U.S.
President Abraham
Lincoln delivers his
Gettysburg Address.

On this day
in 1922, Lord
Carnarvon and
Howard Carter,
archeologists, open
King Tut’s tomb,
undisturbed for
3,000 years.

On this day
in 1955, Bill
Nye, the Science
Guy, TV host, is born.

On this day
in 1868,
Mount Etna in Sicily
violently erupts.

On this day
in 1931,
the Spanish
government seizes
large estates for
land redistribution.

On this day
in 1863,
The Battle of
Chattanooga, one of
the most decisive
battles of the
American Civil War,
begins.

On this day
in 1917,
forty-one US
suffragettes are
arrested protesting
outside the White
House.

On this day
in 1558,
Elizabeth I, at age
25, ascends the
English throne upon
the death of her
half-sister, Queen
“Bloody” Mary.
On this day
in 1938,
Mexico seizes oil
land adjacent to
Texas.

On this day
in 1838,
the Pastry War
begins between
Mexico and France.

FREEPIK.COM
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Please Hold...For the Next Available Operator
By Rita MacDonald

If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523

To Advertise With Us, Please Call Lisa at
888-530-3426 • www.FOXFM.com

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Certainly I could eat my breakfast and still have time left to call the physician’s
office while on a 30-minute break. My question was a simple one that would only
take a minute.
“Press 1 if you want to make an appointment.” No, that’s not what I need to do.
“Press 2 if you need to cancel an appointment.” Nope. Not that either.
“Press 3 if you need laboratory results, 4 if you know your party’s extension,
5 if you want to request a prescription refill, 6 if you want to leave a message for
the nurse, 7 if you have questions regarding your bill, 8 if you need to make billing
arrangements, 9 if you want to speak to someone at the front desk (eventually), zero
if you need to speak with an operator, and the pound sign if you want these options
repeated.”
Goodness. I really just wanted to speak to a human being.
I was simply trying to be proactive. My son was coming home, just long enough
for a medical procedure on Saturday. I was hoping to get and fill any needed
prescriptions he might need ahead of time. His time was limited and he would need
to leave immediately on the train back to Chicago.
I chose “zero” to speak with an operator. That resulted in another automated
message telling me that “calls are answered in the order they are received. Please
hold for the next available operator.”
Long story short, I finished my cup of coffee and breakfast, hung the phone up after
several minutes on hold with that recording repeating itself at least 16 times, and
returned to work. For the next eight hours I had the on-hold song stuck in my head.
I didn’t successfully reach anyone until the following day when I was home, and that
was only after following the instructions of several automated voices over the course
of about 30 minutes, resulting in a brand new song stuck in my head!
What ever happened to human beings answering the phone? Why must we jump
through so many hoops these days?
That thought was pushed away to the back of my mind as I sat down for the first
time in my new "war room" set up in one of the closets in my home. The purpose
of my war room visit was interrupted when I immediately became distracted by an
envelope. It was stuffed full of my son's wedding photos from a year ago – I've been
searching for the perfect frame to put them in, so here they've sat in an envelope
in the closet. Flipping through them, I saw all of my family members and friends,
eveyone who was there when Rory and Holly said their vows. Being the big sap that
I am, I began to cry. A few minutes into enjoying the memories, I realized I was not
distracted at all. I was simply being reminded of just a few of the blessings I have to
be thankful for.
Soon, I found myself presenting my requests in prayer – my children and family
members, people I continue to pray for, personal and specific needs, and the list goes
on.
As I sat there, that thought that had been pushed to the back of my mind crept
forward. Why was it so difficult to get to speak to a human when calling a doctor's
office? Instead of letting myself get too frustrated with the process, I found my
thoughts turning to the marvelous fact that here I was, sitting on the floor of my war
room, speaking directly to who I needed to, without any electronic device at all! Every
single one of my thanks, requests, needs, concerns, fears, hang-ups, etc., can all be
addressed and managed successfully by One – The One. I don’t need to categorize
my prayers or choose a number of who it is that can best manage that particular
situation or need. It doesn’t matter how automated or technologically advanced this
world gets, or how enormous the population grows – God will always be sufficient
and able to meet every one of my needs. He will never be too busy, unavailable, too
tired, stretched too thin, over-worked or unwilling to listen to me. I can go directly
to Him – STRAIGHT TO THE TOP AT THE FRONT OF THE LINE! There is no
need to filter my needs through His friends, family and colleagues. He is always
available. Always! And He will never “refer” me to anyone else. He is the perfect
and only One able to meet all of my needs – every last one of them.
“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto GOD.” – Philippians 4:6
Oh, I think I’m really going to like my new war room.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to learn about a magical event!
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p.m. Tickets include dinner and show.
$35 for adults, $15 for children 12 and
under. Tickets sold in advance only.
Tickets on sale at Richmond Flower
Shop, 69001 N. Main St., Richmond or
by calling (586) 727-1011.

Memphis – November 24
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

If you have an event in December that you would like listed in the December issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.
net by November 12, 2018. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events
will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

HURON

Bad Axe – November 3 & 17
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
All ages welcome. Admission for
dances $6. Cancellations on WLEW
and WMIC radio. Bring finger food
and friends. Entertainment on
November 3 by Melody Magic and on
November 17 by Ernie Essenmacher
Band. For more information call
Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

LAPEER

Lapeer – November 3
Craft and Vendor Show, First

Congregational Church, 201 E. St.
Clair St., 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
For more information call Laura
at (810) 334-6650 or email
vendorshow.fcc@gmail.com.

Lapeer – November 4
Little Princess and Prince
Luncheon, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Doors open
at 12:00 p.m.) $25 each. Tickets
must be purchased in advance.
For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

North Branch – November 4
Early Thanksgiving Dinner,

Masonic Center, 4248 Mill St., 11:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. $12 per adult, $6 per
child ages 5 – 12 and under 5 free.
Prepared by North Branch Eastern
Star members. For more information
contact shannonr.pratt@yahoo.com.

Lapeer – November 6
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per person,
$6 seniors, $4 for ages 4 – 7 (under 4
free). Public welcome. All proceeds go

towards the Lapeer District Schools'
scholarship fund. For more information
email americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – November 10
Holiday Marketplace, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. $3 at the door.
Come start your holiday shopping with
local vendors and small businesses.
For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – November 13
Taco Night, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St.,
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Public invited.
For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – November 18
Holiday Tea, American Legion Post

16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 1:30 p.m.
– 3:00 p.m. Tickets $15 or $110 for a
table of 8. For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – November 25
Barbara Streisand "Simply
Streisand" Tribute Show,

Lapeer Elks Lodge #2567, 200 E.
Nepessing St., 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
showtimes. Features Carla DelVillggio.
$20 per person or a table of 8 for $140.
RSVP only. For tickets call Gary at
(810) 441-9075.

MACOMB

Memphis – all of 2018
Bottle and Can Drive, various

raffle, door prizes, family fun and free
parking. For more information and a
coupon visit GVRR.org or call
(586) 468-4877.

Richmond – November 5 & 6
Auditions for Bandit Invincible
(an original piece of work about
Billy the Kid) by our member,
John Salsido, Richmond Community
Theatre, 69619 Parker St., 7:00
p.m. This will be our charity show
and performances will be January
11, 12 and 13, 2019. For more
information email ArtisticDirector@
RichmondTheatre.com.

Washington Twp. – November
7, 14 & 21
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke (between
26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15 a.m. –
9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are free.
For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Washington Twp. – November 9
Veterans Day Breakfast,
Washington Center, 57880 Van Dyke,
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Guest speaker
is Vietnam veteran and author, Ron
Zuccaro. We are honoring our local
veterans with a pancake breakfast.
Free for all veterans. For more
information call (586) 752-6543.

Memphis – November 18
Sunday Polka Dance and
American Music, American Legion

locations. Woman's Life Chapter 855
is collecting bottles and cans all year
long to help those in need. For a
representative of our group call
(586) 392-5136.

Hall, 34330 Bordman, 2:00 p.m.
– 6:00 p.m. $12 per person. Free
refreshments. Music by Ted Pavlik and
Melody Makers. For more information
email tpavlik@netpenny.net.

Mt Clemens – November 3 & 4
Model Train Show and Sale, Mt.

Richmond – November 23 & 24
Richmond Community Theatre
Annual Christmas Dinner
Theatre, A Christmas Cabaret,

Clemens High School, 155 Cass Ave.,
10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Public welcome
– $6 admission (12 and under free with
adult). Operating model train layouts,
dealers selling trains and parts for
most scales, free children's toy train

Maniaci's Banquet Center, 69227 Main
St., doors open at 6:00 p.m., dinner
served at 7:00 p.m., curtain at 8:00

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00
p.m. $10 per player. 50/50 drawing.
Prize money for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.
Snacks available. Everyone welcome.
For more information email Frank at
memphismichlions@yahoo.com.

New Baltimore – November 24
New Baltimore Farmers Market
7th Annual Indoor Holiday Market,
New Baltimore Civic Club, 36551 Main
St., 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. For more
information email marketmanager@
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com.

Port Huron Twp. – November
30, December 1 & 2
Blue Water Humane Society 36th
Annual Christmas "Pawzaar",

4100 Griswold Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 10:00
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Christmas
gifts, decorations, white elephant
items, knick knacks, household items,
logo sweatshirts, T-shirts, toys, jewelry,
our famous catnip socks and more.
Pet pix with Santa on Sunday for $10
each. Raffles. For more information call
Judy at (810) 794-7906.

Romeo – November 30 &
December 1
Simpson Park Camp's Starlight
Christmas, 70199 Campground

Rd. Take a horse-drawn wagon tour
through the luminaria-lit paths of our
Victorian-era village. Invite family,
friends and your church groups to
come and enjoy the living nativity.
Marvel at the walk-through collection
of angels displayed. Warm up with
cider and desserts and sing along
with carolers in the Tabernacle.
For additional information visit
simpsonparkcamp.org/events and
click on 5th Annual Starlight Christmas.

OAKLAND

Rochester Hills – November
1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Coffee, Cake and True Islam,

Masjid Mahmood (Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community Center), 1730 W. Auburn
Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. This is an
ongoing weekly event for an informal
and candid conversation about Islam
intended for neighbors, academia,
students, media and anyone else
interested in learning about the
faith from its followers. Join us for a
warm cup of coffee, cake and some
engaging conversation. Events are
free and open to the public. For more
information call (248) 677-1316.
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ST. CLAIR

Algonac & Marine City
November 1 – 30
History of the Christmas Tree
Walk Advance, Discounted
Ticket Sale, purchased over the

phone at (810) 794-2300 or in person
at Foxfire Fixin's located at 7200 River
Rd., Marine City. November 30 is the
LAST DAY to purchase discounted
tickets for the 15th Annual History
of the Christmas Tree Walk ($15 per
adult, $8 per child ages 2 – 15, under 2
free). The dates for this year's walk are
December 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29 and 30.
Ticket prices will go up on December
1, but the event does not sell out.
Event is not handicap accessible. For
more information, see ad on page 15
or visit thechristmaswalk.com.

All of St. Clair County
November 1 – 30
Bottle and Can Drive. Proceeds
to benefit Wings of The Harbor,
Transitional Living Program for
homeless youth in St. Clair County.
Sponsored by Chapter 855 of
Woman's Life, Memphis, Michigan.
Pick up service is available for
large donations. For drop-off
locations call (810) 392-5136.

Marine City – November 1 – 3
Marine City Library Book Sale,

300 S. Parker. Check out our selection
of new or gently-used books at our
bi-annual book sale. Starting on
Monday, November 5, books are
$2 per bag. For more information
call (810) 765-5233.

Kimball – November 2
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek American

Legion Post #525, 7150 Smiths
Creek Rd., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$8 for adults, $3 for children under
10. Fish (deep fried), dry batter or
beer batter, also baked (no batter),
baked potato, coleslaw, tossed salad,
dinner roll, water, coffee and a piece
of cake for dessert. Pop $1 a can.
For more information email
hayman11@comcast.net.

Kenockee – November 3
Crafts and Vendor Bake Sale,

His Grace Community Church,
8950 Lapeer Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. Baked goods, gifts for fall,
Thanksgiving and Christmas. For
more information call Linda at
(810) 387-3780.

St. Clair – November 3
Glass Etching, St. Clair Library,

310 S. Second St., 12:00 p.m. Etch
your own unique design onto a
glass. Our staff will be available to
assit. Please register, as materials
are limited. Ages 11 – 18. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

Algonac – November
5, 13, 19 & 26
Senior Scrabble, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
1:00 p.m. Join us weekly to play this
popular game. Limited to 12 players.
Registration recommended, but
feel free to drop in. All levels of skill
welcome. For more information call
(810) 794-4471.

Yale – November 6
Senior Craft, Yale Library, 2 Jones

St., 10:30 a.m. Come and join us for
a craft and lots of fun. Registration
requested, but not required. For more
information call (810) 387-2940.

Fair Haven – November 6
Cozy Mystery Book Club, Ira

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

for a delightful telling of fairy tales by
local author Candice Raquel Lee. Her
stories will be geared toward young
people, but all ages are welcome. For
more information call (810) 385-8550.

Marysville – November 10
Houseplants and Indoor Herb
Gardens, Marysville Library, 1175

Delaware, 1:00 p.m. Michigan
gardener, Luke Marion, will be
discussing plants for a healthy home,
plus tips for growing herbs indoors. For
more information call (810) 364-9493.

Port Huron – November 10
Faith Lutheran Church Fidelis
Guild's Annual Pork and
Sauerkraut Dinner, 3455 Stone

Township Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd.,
2:00 p.m. Join the club to unravel
another great mystery. For more
information call (586) 725-9081.

St., 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Adults $12,
children 6 – 10 $6, children under 6
free. For more information call
Faith Lutheran at (810) 985-5733
or Eileen at (810) 982-0090.

Capac – November 8
Painting with Sarah, Capac Library,

Smiths Creek – November 11
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Mason

111 N. Main, 5:30 p.m. Paint Santa
Claus on a square canvas with Sarah.
'Tis the Season... For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Memphis – November 8
Dinner and a Movie, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 5:00 p.m.
Now showing: Scrooged, with Bill
Murray. Dinner provided by the Friends
of the Memphis Library. Adults please
register. Enjoy some Christmas
surprises. For more information call
(810) 392-2980.

Port Huron – November 8
Michigan Crime with Thomas
Carr, Port Huron Library, 210

McMorran Blvd., 7:00 p.m. Tom
presents his latest book, MI Bad,
a history crime and criminals in
Michigan. Books will be available for
sale and signing. For more information
call (810) 987-7373 ext. 124.

Casco – November 10
37th Annual Country Christmas
Bazaar and Bake Sale, St. Paul's

Lutheran Church, 5275 Palms Rd., 9:30
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Looking for vendors/
crafters. For more information call
(810) 765-4808 or (810) 765-4829.

Lodge #491, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
$7 for adults. Pancakes, French toast,
eggs, bacon, toast, potatoes, orange
juice, coffee, white or chocolate
milk. For more information email
hayman11@comcast.net.

Port Huron – November 15 – 18
The Addam's Family, Port Huron
Northern Performing Arts Center, 1799
Krafft Rd. Matinees: November 16 at
9:00 a.m. and November 18 at 2:00
p.m. Evening performances at 7:00
p.m. on November 15, 16 and 17. $8
admission for seniors or students,
$10 admission for adults. For more
information or group discounts call
(810) 656-0233.

St. Clair – November 18
AYCE Breakfast Buffet, American

Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave.,
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Adults $7,
kids 5 – 11 $3, under 5 free. Two
kinds of scrambled eggs, sausage,
potatoes, pancakes, Belgian waffles
with strawberries and whipped cream,
sausage gravy and biscuits, coffee
and juice. For more information
call (810) 329-2871.

Marysville – November 29
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Marysville Library, 1175

Delaware Ave., 6:00 p.m. The meeting
will begin with a Webinar: Researching
Your WWI Ancestors. This will be
followed by the business meeting.
Light refreshments will be served.
Anyone interested in local history
or researching their family history
is welcome to attend as a guest or
may become a member. For more
information call (810) 984-3322 or
email grannyfran21@sbcglobal.net.

SANILAC

Sandusky – November 10 & 24
Thumb Dance Club, Maple
Valley School, 138 Maple Valley St.,
7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone
welcome – bring finger foods
(for 8:30 p.m.) and friends. Admission
$6 for members, $7 for guests (regular
dances). $10 membership per year.
Entertainment on November 10 by
Melody Magic. This is also our annual
meeting with election of officers.
Entertainment on November 24
by Ray Govaere and Bill Bundy.
For more information call
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250 or
Gordon at (810) 712-1427.

St. Clair – November 16
AYCE Fish and Shrimp Buffet,

American Legion Post 382, 1322
Clinton Ave., 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Adults $10, kids 5 – 11 $5, under 5
free. Fish, shrimp, red skin potatoes,
fries, baked beans, coleslaw, garden
salad, rolls, homemade desserts and
ice cream. For more information
call (810) 329-2871.

Kimball – November 10
Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament,

Kimball Township Library, 1955 N.
Allen Rd., 1:00 p.m. First assemble
your team of four, then compete to see
who can assemble a puzzle first. Call
(810) 982-9171 to register your team,
or sign up as a single for a surprise
team. First prize wins Barnes & Noble
gift cards and mini-trophies.

Lakeport – November 10
Tell Me a Tale, Burtchville Library,
7097 Second St., 1:00 p.m. Join us
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TUSCOLA
No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

WAYNE
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.
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Algaecide Roof Cleaning
Melanie Duquesnel

holiday shopping tips

It’s that time of year again, shopping lists, coupon cutting and early morning
sales. You guessed it, Black Friday is right around the corner. Last year, consumers
spent $7.9 billion on Black Friday and another $6.6 billion online for Cyber
Monday. While many people still choose to get up early and wait in line for the
item they are longing for, many consumers are favoring online shopping from the
comfort of their own homes.
It’s no secret that Thanksgiving weekend is a busy time for shoppers, but it’s also
a busy time for scammers. It’s a very fast-paced weekend and it’s easy to let your
guard down. Scam artists are on the other end of a screen waiting for their next con,
so it’s important you know what to look out for.
Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
offers these tips to make your holiday shopping experience productive and
enjoyable.
Do your research. Read product reviews, check out bbb.org for Business
Reviews, look at the sales flyers and ads, compare prices and look for early
promotions and “flash sales”. For tips on searching online, check out the new
BBB® Digital IQ project at bbb.org/digitalIQ.
Read the fine print. Some stores only honor sale ads during a certain time
frame or on certain days. Some stores may only allow you to purchase one item,
particularly large, popular and/or deeply discounted products.
Know the advertiser. Some of the best deals are only available online, but be
careful. It’s easy for a fake site to mimic a famous retailer’s website, so make
sure you are shopping with a legitimate site.
Be wary of social media advertisements. Advertisements on social media often
offer extremely low deals for items you have been searching for. While that deal
may be tempting, do additional research. Check out the company at bbb.org to
make sure they are legitimate and that they fulfill your expectations.
Sign-up for email alerts. Many stores release their best Black Friday deals to
people who have signed up to receive their emails. Just make sure it’s the real
business and not a scammer.
Pay attention to the return policy. Look for the return policy during the
holidays, as some stores have different return policies depending on the item
you purchase and when trying to return an item you purchased online. Although
many online orders can be returned for a full refund, others have restocking
fees.
Use anti-virus software. To ensure your computer and personal information
are safe, use anti-virus software on your computer or mobile device and keep
it up-to-date.
Shop with a credit card. A credit card provides additional protections over a debit
card in case of fraudulent transactions. If your card number is compromised, it’s

>>>>>>>
This is what roof
algae looks like
>>>>>>>
ROOF CLEANING CAN EXTEND
THE DURATION OF YOUR
ROOF’S ABILITY TO FUNCTION.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net ~ abcbees.com
Licensed and Insured

easier to dispute any charges that you didn’t approve. Prepaid cards or gift cards
don’t have the same protections as a credit card, but you’ll never lose more than
the value of the card itself.
Make sure websites are secure. Only share personal information and your
credit card number with websites that are https (the extra “s” stands for secure)
and that have a security lock icon in the task bar.
Be careful of phishing scams. A popular one at this time of year is an email
claiming to be from a package delivery company with links to tracking
information (clicking on unfamiliar links can place you at risk for malware and/
or identity theft).
While Black Friday and Cyber Monday are two of the most popular shopping
days of the year, don’t forget about Small Business Saturday. Last year, 108 million
consumers reportedly shopped or dined local. Of those consumers, 35 percent
shopped locally online.
While online shopping seems to be the most popular trend for the weekend, it’s
also important to shop wisely at your brick and mortar locations.
Ask for gift receipts. Always ask for a gift receipt. This way the recipient can
return or exchange a gift if it’s not just right.
Get the correct warranty information. Inquire about the store’s return policy
before purchasing. Also, be sure to pass along any information about returns,
exchanges, repairs and warranties to the person who will use the item.
Do your research. Whether shopping in person or online, we can’t stress enough
how important it is to do your research.
If you decide to shop locally, check the Small Business Saturday website for a
list of shops in your area that are participating. Many communities will hold fun
events on Saturday, November 24, in honor of Small Business Saturday.
For tips on finding trustworthy retailers, visit bbb.org or call (248) 223-9400.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting
www.bbb.org.
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Freshen Up Holiday Entertaining
Add tasty, crunchy grapes
to seasonal dishes!

Family Features
The holiday season is typically marked by gatherings of friends and family. Whether
you’re hosting overnight guests, drop-in visitors or an important seasonal meal, taking a
fresh approach to the menu can make the get-together more special.
As you prepare for the festivities, consider recipes that feature healthy ingredients such as
versatile California grapes, which come in three vibrant colors – red, green and black – and
can add a palate-pleasing crunch and plenty of taste to everything from main dishes to sides
and even desserts. Heart-healthy grapes are also perfect on their own as a snack and their
natural beauty can help enhance any table as an edible garnish or fresh centerpiece.
Using grapes as a featured ingredient in your holiday dishes can provide a fresh twist
on seasonal dishes, such as this Grape Dutch Baby or these Roasted Brussels Sprouts with
Grapes and Balsamic Glaze. For dessert, use the natural sweetness of grapes to create
a smooth Grape Caramel Sauce that can be served as a topping for ice cream or other
seasonal desserts.
Find more holiday recipes at GrapesfromCalifornia.com.

Seasonal Entertaining with Grapes
While the beautiful, vibrant colors of grapes can add visual interest to recipes, they
can also serve a variety of purposes when hosting:
• Grapes can make for easy decorations when placed in bowls, on platters or draped
from a cake plate.
• Grapes can be “frosted” with sugar, spices and chopped nuts, then served as a
finger food or used as a garnish to decorate cakes, cookies, puddings, mousses
and other seasonal desserts. Simply dip grape clusters in liquid gelatin, then roll
in your desired mixture.
• Grapes make for a quick and easy hostess gift. Wrap multi-colored grape clusters
in tissue paper, then place them in a basket or tin tied with ribbon.

Grape Dutch Baby

Prep time: 15 minutes, Cook time: 20
minutes, Servings: 4
3
large eggs
2/3 cup all-purpose flour
2/3 cup low-fat milk
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 teaspoon salt
5
tablespoons unsalted
butter, divided
2
cups red California
grapes, halved
2
tablespoons brown sugar
1/8 teaspoon cinnamon (optional)
confectioners’ sugar
Heat oven to 450°F. Put large (10-inch)
cast-iron or ovenproof skillet in oven.
With electric mixer on high speed, beat
eggs until frothy, then beat in flour, milk,
vanilla and salt, and beat until smooth,
about 1 minute (batter will be thin).
Remove skillet from oven and add 2
tablespoons butter, swirling to cover pan. Pour in batter and return to oven. Bake
until puffed and golden brown, 14 – 19 minutes.
While pancake is baking, in another skillet over high heat, melt remaining butter
and add grapes, brown sugar and cinnamon, if desired. Cook until grapes are
heated through and sugar has melted. Spoon grapes over pancake, sprinkle with
confectioners’ sugar and serve.
Nutritional information per serving: 280 calories; 6 g protein; 22 g carbohydrates; 18 g
fat (58% calories from fat); 10 g saturated fat (32% calories from saturated fat); 180 mg
cholesterol; 380 mg sodium; 1 g fiber.

Roasted Brussels Sprouts with Grapes and Balsamic Glaze

Prep time: 15 minutes, Cook time: 20 minutes, Servings: 4
1
pound Brussels sprouts, trimmed and halved lengthwise
2
tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
pinch of salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
1
cup red California grapes
2
tablespoons ready-to-use balsamic glaze
Heat oven to 450°F. On baking sheet, toss sprouts with olive oil, salt and pepper, to
taste, until sprouts are well-coated. Roast until deep golden brown, about 17 – 20
minutes, turning sprouts halfway through roasting. Stir in grapes and roast 3 – 5
minutes. Transfer to bowl and drizzle with glaze or drizzle platter with glaze and
pile sprouts on top.
Nutritional information per serving: 150 calories; 3 g protein; 20 g carbohydrates; 7 g fat
(42% calories from fat); 1 g saturated fat (6% calories from saturated fat); 0 mg cholesterol;
30 mg sodium; 4 g fiber.

Grape Caramel Sauce

Prep time: 5 minutes, Cook time: 15 minutes,
Servings: 6
1
pound green or red California grapes,
divided
1
tablespoon lemon juice
3/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup water
1/3 cup heavy cream (optional)
large pinch of salt
ice cream
In blender or food processor, combine 12 ounces grapes with lemon juice and puree.
Set aside. Coarsely chop remaining grapes.
In medium saucepan, combine sugar and water, then bring to boil, stirring a few times.
Simmer without stirring, brushing down sides of pot with brush dipped in water, if
crystals start forming. When mixture has turned deep, golden brown, remove from
heat and whisk in pureed grapes until smooth sauce has formed. Turn on heat and
simmer until mixture has reduced by one-third and forms smooth caramel sauce.
Whisk in cream and salt; stir in chopped grapes and serve over ice cream.
Nutritional information per serving of sauce: 200 calories; 40 g carbohydrates; 5 g
fat (22% calories from fat); 3 g saturated fat (14% calories from saturated fat); 15 mg
cholesterol; 60 mg sodium; 1 g fiber.
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to learn about a magical event!

November 2018

Fort Gratiot or Downtown Port Huron

810-385-6530

810-984-4215

Our certified interior designer, Tracy Fox,
is available to assist you in planning your
latest home décor needs. Call Tracy for an
appointment today at 810-300-1738 or
stop in at Bens Fine Furniture & Mattress
north end store in Fort Gratiot.

