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ith the landscape and water levels constantly changing throughout the world, every once in a while Mother Nature offers
a glimpse at lost pieces of history that have been forgotten as the years passed. While it’s not a common occurrence,
last year the west side of Michigan endured a storm that revealed a piece of history
that most forgot existed.
Shifting sands in mid-December of 2019, near Whitehall, Michigan, exposed
pieces of timber that were quickly recognized as the hull of an old ship. As
researchers began studying the remaining section of ship hidden beneath the sand
on the shore of Lake Michigan, the general consensus became that the hull belongs
to the LC Woodruff, which sank in November of 1878 – while most have taken the
educated guess as fact, experts state that until a thorough archeological analysis can
be conducted, it can’t be certain that it is the Woodruff. With what is known about the
schooner and the location of the hull, many believe it’s only a matter of time before
it is confirmed.
The wooden Woodruff, which was constructed in 1866, in Buffalo, New York, was
owned by the Murphy Company of Cleveland, Ohio. The 170-foot, three-masted
vessel was used to transport goods and was able to carry up to 550 tons. The Woodruff
left port in Chicago carrying a load of corn destined for Buffalo, New York, on October
31. The ship started making its way across Lake Michigan, when its crew found itself stuck in the middle of a treacherous storm.
The Woodruff only made it half way across the lake before it suffered so much damage by 8:00 p.m. from the powerful wind and
See SHIPWRECK Page 7
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Paul Bunyan &HisBa
Blu e Ox

lot of the history of Michigan is related to the history of the lumber industry in Michigan
back when they were the leader in lumber harvesting for over fifty years. Michigan, like many
other surrounding areas, developed a “lumberjack culture”, in which everything was larger than life.
The symbol of this culture, and the subject of many “tall tales” by the lumberjacks, was Paul
Bunyan. Paul Bunyan had a huge ox, “Babe the Blue Ox”, and is often pictured with
her.
The tales of Paul Bunyan were often a competition between lumber camps to
see who could come up with the biggest boasts or lies.
For example:
• When Babe the Blue Ox needed new shoes, they had to open a new iron
mine.
See BUNYAN Page 18
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“Your writing voice is the deepest possible reflection of who you are. The job of your voice is not to seduce or flatter or make
well-shaped sentences. In your voice, your readers should be able to hear the contents of your mind, your heart, your soul.”
												 – Meg Rosoff
One of the things that garners the most comments and compliments about ThumbPrint News is the praise I hear often from
readers on how much they have enjoyed reading an article or column in our paper. Many times it is because the writer has
done exactly what the quote above states – shared the contents of their mind, their heart and their soul.
Each year, since the beginning of ThumbPrint News, I have, at some point in the year, put out an open invitation for writers
to share their stories, thoughts, skills or remembrances with us. It seems like now is the time to put out that call again as this
year has seen several of our beloved writers leave us, through accepting a new job, taking on a personal challenge, and even,
unfortunately, meeting an untimely death. We need YOU to step up to the challenge and try out your writing skills.
You don’t have to be the perfect writer – that is why we have an editorial staff that can “clean up” spelling, grammar and
clarity issues (though we sometimes need someone to clean-up behind us as well!) Start writing about what you know best,
something you are passionate about, something you can share with others. Perhaps you will only want to write one time or
occasionally. That is fine. We also would love to see some new columns – maybe a recipe column, an advice column, perhaps
one on travel – there are hundreds of ideas out there. Let me know what you are thinking about and we will see how it could
fit in.
Perhaps you could write a column related to your profession. If you are a teacher, I am sure there are many parents
struggling with how to help their children most at home right now.
If you are big into history, our articles about events that have taken place in Michigan in the past are always well received.
We have room for articles of all different lengths, so don’t let word count concern you. Start writing and stop when you
have finished telling your story.
Any articles or columns can be sent to me at thumbprintnews@comcast.net for
"Start writing, no matter
review. Articles will appear when the editorial staff decides the month where they
what. The water does not flow
would best fit. A few may not be used if they don’t reflect the values of the newspaper.
until the faucet is turned on.”
You are more than welcome to email me first with your ideas too. The most important
– Louis L'Amour
thing is just to start writing! We need you – and ThumbPrint News’ readers want to
hear from you too!
–Diane Kodet

ORIGIN OF THE POW MIA FLAG

Submitted by Rolling Thunder®
Louisiana Chapter 1, New Orleans

In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife, recognized the need for a symbol representing our Prisoners of War and those Missing
in Action. Prompted by an article in the Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union, Mrs. Hoff contacted Norman Rivkees, vice-president of
Annin & Co., which had made a banner for the newest member of the United Nations, the People's Republic of China, as a part of
their policy to provide flags to all UN-member nations. Mrs. Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the POW MIA issue and
he, along with Annin's advertising agency, designed a flag to represent our missing men.
Since its inception, this flag, which was designed on behalf of American POW MIAs from the Vietnam War, has come to represent
our missing countrymen and women from all wars. The POW MIA has been ruled legally to be "Public Domain" – as is the
American flag; therefore, it cannot be claimed as the sole property by any organization or individual.
The POW MIA flag flew over the White House for the first time on National POW MIA recognition day in 1988. On March 9,
1989, it was installed in the United States Capitol Rotunda. This occurred as a result of legislation passed overwhelming during
the 100th Congress and, additionally, in a rare demonstration of bipartisan Congressional support, the leadership of both Houses
hosted the installation ceremony.
Further by joint Congressional Resolution, the POW MIA flag – the only flag ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda – stands as a powerful symbol of
national commitment to American Prisoners of War and Missing in Action.
On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress passed U.S. Public Law 101-335, which recognized the POW MIA flag and designated it "as the symbol for our
Nation's concern and commitment to resolving fully as possible the fates of Americans still prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, thus
ending the uncertainty for their families and the Nation."
The POW MIA flag's importance lies in the continued visibility of this symbol as a constant reminder of the plight of America's POW MIAs. Other than "Old
Glory", the POW MIA flag is the only flag to fly over the White House and has flown in this place of honor on every National POW MIA Recognition Day since
1982. In addition, the POW MIA flag flies on Veterans Day and Memorial Day, at the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial, on Federal and State buildings,
at each national cemetery and at military installations worldwide. It also flies at countless additional locations throughout the Nation every day of the year.
Those Americans who fly the POW MIA flag do so to demonstrate their loyalty and sincere dedication to all Prisoners of War and Missing in Action and to
their return – both alive and dead.

National POW MIA Recognition Day is observed on the third Friday in September.
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USE ACTION ON NOVEMBER 4 TH
AND OTHER HARD DAYS

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
As I write this in October to meet this issue's deadline, I
have a strong hunch that when it comes to November 3rd, half
of us will be cheering and the other half will curse that day. I
wouldn’t be surprised if the people whose throats are sore from those cheers will also
be exhaling for weeks after November 3rd. It also wouldn’t surprise me to learn that
those who are steaming mad after that day will still have a throbbing headache. That
kind of lingering angst can take a toll on you…less sleep, more food, short fuse, more
loud voices echoing in your house. And at times, it can even be hard to breathe.
These types of energy-sucking, joy-stealing emotions are especially frustrating
because, in this case, there is an innocence vibe connected to them; you didn’t ask
for the situation. You did what you were supposed to do; you voted and your guy
lost. That’s so different than taking a job knowing the down sides that could steal
the days; you got some warning; you knew what you were getting into. Not so much
with elections.
So now what? Your guy didn’t win, and it’s a long 1,825 days until you have another
shot at a possible election day cheer. That’s a heck of a stretch to stay in a bad mood.
What to do? For a good option, let’s look at what’s been keeping Tonya busy.
Tonya has been my dear pal for close to 40 years. Yep, we teased our hair to the
sky and headed to the disco for some Saturday Night Fever dancing. Thank goodness
pictures of “that hair” are few and buried in a box stashed in the dusty, scary corner
of the basement. But this year we never talked about our big hair.
Tonya’s year began with the news that her dad’s cancer would win the war sometime
during the summer. There were no more therapies or new drugs to use against this
unbeatable foe. Comfort was now the goal. An utterly taxing objective under the best
of circumstances, made even more difficult for Tonya, whose mom was steadily losing
her independence.
Tonya’s friends spent part of the spring and summer watching her work the phones,
arrange home care, attend doctor appointments and tackle complicated medication
regimens. Each task is one of those things when one question gives rise to five more,
and before you know it, you are writing vertically, trying to take thorough notes. We
saw Tonya for her birthday in July where we heard the grim update. Finally, in late
August, Tonya’s dad was released from his cancer prison and, if you ask me, began
his healthy, pain-free life that includes reminiscing with lost relatives in Heaven’s
coffee shop. A few days after her dad moved to heaven, we got a text alert with the
unbelievable news that her mom, four siblings and son were all diagnosed with the
COVID-19 virus, resulting with three siblings being hospitalized. At once our hearts
sank for our sweet friend.
How unfair that our pal was thrown into this next-level family crisis minutes after
saying goodbye to her dad. Another unsolicited situation: What to do?
Option One: Do nothing, pout, worry. Option Two: Take action.
The second was just what I saw Tonya doing. Weeks before her dad passed, she
was all business – the business of hospice, taking over parental finances, hiring
contractors for home maintenance and becoming her dad’s psydo-pharmacist. While
these pressures mounted daily – sometimes hourly – I am certain that the decision to
be in action mode against these genuinely insurmountable odds lessened her anxiety.
Handling every phone call, email and text gave her a sense of control in situations
that had too many days spiraling out of control. Tonya showed everybody around
her that when you work the problem, there is very little room left for the problem to
work you.
Like voters who feel like they can’t believe what they woke up to on November 4th,
Tonya did not sign up for any of these challenges and certainly not all of them in one
month. In either case, your options remain the same: cry or fight.
Fighting may be the harder choice, but in the end, you get to sleep more and deeper.
I never saw Tonya stop fighting for her family, who thankfully all recovered from the
virus. She continues to keep all of her friends in awe as she tries to figure out how to
best care for her mom after the impossible chapter of losing her dad and numerous
COVID-19 cases. She is an example to us all that when we face unforeseen challenges
– like losing a parent, viruses or even a lost election – head on, action is the most
effective tool we can reach for to quiet our heartache and disbelief and that when we
do, we will, indeed, wake up feeling more powerful than we thought possible.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

1323 GRATIOT BLVD., MARYSVILLE
6 MILES SOUTH OF PORT HURON

STOP IN OR CALL TOM FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Blue Water Area
Humane Society
4100 Griswold Road
Port Huron Twp., MI 48060

Between Range Rd. & Michigan Ave.

38th Annual Christmas
Pawzaar “2” will be held in Jan. 2021; details coming soon!

FRIDAY Dec. 4 & SATURDAY Dec. 5, 10AM - 4PM
SUNDAY Dec. 6, 10AM - 3PM
We’ll be following social distancing rules, Christmas items being sold will be
spread out, masks are mandatory, and temperatures will be taken at the door.
Entrance is 2nd door by big roll-up door.

Digital PET PIX with SANTA on SUNDAY - All Day!

4X6 $10 | 8X10 $20

RAFFLES - RAFFLES - RAFFLES

WE WILL HAVE IT ALL:

Drawing SUNDAY Dec. 6 at 2PM;
Christmas Gifts & Decorations,
need not be present to win.
Toys, Clothing & Potent Catnip Socks!
CALL FOR INFO OR TO DONATE CHRISTMAS, BAKE SALE OR WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS.

810-794-7906

bluewaterareahs@comcast.net | bluewaterareahs.petfinder.org

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING
WOULD LIKE TO INSPECT YOUR WATER
SOFTENER FOR JUST $3995*
This complete water softener
courtesy check includes:

Francek Water Conditioning
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

Offer expires 12/31/2020

*Any required parts and labor are not included in price of inspection.

Inspect ANY BRAND
non-Kinetico softener
Test Water
Check Brine Drum
Check for proper operation
Adjust all settings
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Blue Water Choices
By Lindsay Beltowski
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Blue Water Choices, located in Marine City, Michigan, is a day-program that serves
individuals with developmental disabilities. As one of several programs under Life
Skills Centers, Inc., this local nonprofit organization provides participants ages 18
and older a place to socialize with peers and to develop and strengthen skills needed
for independence.
After noticing the lack of local choices people with special needs would face once
aging out of public school, particularly for their own son, a couple began touring
programs and workshops in other areas that are for individuals with disabilities.
After seeing what was out there, with the help of St. Clair County Community
Mental Health, they were able to advocate for Life Skills Centers to bring this center
to Marine City.
The program focuses on the needs of each individual. Small groups are each led
by a staff member who is educated on the needs of every participant. Goal activities
such as, but not limited to, money skills, handwriting, effective communication and
critical thinking skills are worked on throughout the day and adjusted to the abilities
of each person in the group.
As a community-based program, BWC is focused on integrating people who are
mentally and physically impaired to become involved in their local community
with many opportunities for volunteering. Contributing to the community through
volunteering raises the participant’s self-esteem and gives others the chance to
socialize with this population of differently-abled people. It is really a win-win
situation. For example, groups volunteer regularly to package food at Meals on
Wheels in the Council on Aging locations in Marine City and Port Huron. The
participants work on their volunteer tasks and have developed social relationships
with some of the seniors who attend those centers. BWC has also volunteered at

to read online anytime!
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a
program
Harvest Church Thrift Store, St. Clair Methodist Church, Hunter Hospitality House
Port Huron locations, the soup kitchen in Port Huron and Washington Life Center
in Marine City. They have also gathered donations for different fundraisers and
packaged and delivered tote bags full of toiletries to a local homeless shelter.
Volunteering is just one of the activities that BWC enjoys. Going to the local
movie theater is something that the men and women look forward to once a month.
Arts and crafts classes, yoga and recreational classes, bingo, and even picnics in
the parks keep everyone busy and able to meet and socialize with peers from other
programs. Special outings also allow participants to attend events that they might
not have the opportunity to if not for being in the program. For example, Disney on
Ice, Tiger’s baseball games, visiting different museums, Diamond Jack Cruises, all
provide fun and education for socialization, independence and goal-oriented skills.

Blue Water Choices would like to thank the community for
the ongoing support throughout the year, especially now.

I certainly am thankful for everyone who attends Blue Water Choices in Marine
City. I am thankful for my company and outstanding staff. BWC would not be where
it is today if it were not for the amazing staff and participants. This past summer we
fundraised over $1,600 in can and bottles returns. BWC deeply appreciates all the
generous donations during this time. This will help us fund many future activities
and various community outings. BWC is always accepting donations of any kind.
If you are interested in supporting all the good work we do, you can email or call
me, Lindsay Beltowski, the Program Manager here at Blue Water Choices in Marine
City. Email Lbeltowski@Lifeskillscentersinc.org or call Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. at (810) 765-5904.
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General Manager for Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Every November we’re reminded to call forth all that we are
thankful for. As I reflect on my life, what I’m most thankful for is my
health and the health of my loved ones. I do not take it lightly or for
granted that each morning I’m blessed to wake up and my senses
are firing on all cylinders. Of all five of them, my sense of hearing
allows me to experience life in a way that I could not imagine losing
or doing without.
Hearing loss can be caused by age, employment, infections, head
injuries or health issues and is now linked to ailments including:
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, dementia and Alzheimer’s.
Scientific studies have proven that if hearing loss goes untreated, a
condition called “auditory deprivation” occurs, starving the auditory
centers of your brain and your ability to understand speech.
It’s always important to be proactive about your health and take
advantage of your local hearing care providers that offer free
hearing screenings. Screenings help detect the start of hearing
loss and prevent further hearing issues. Do you feel like you should
schedule a hearing test, but feel curious what the visit entails? It’s
normal to hesitate on taking the first step, but rest assured, there’s
nothing to worry about and you’ll be thankful you did!

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community in
Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of
untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com
or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

Never let price keep you from having the best hearing care and treatment.
Low monthly payments available from as low as $99/month.
Because we know finances may be an issue, we want to extend a helping hand.
We are offering: BUY ONE HEARING AID, GET YOUR 2ND HEARING AID 1/2 OFF.
Please call (989) 607-4576 or (810) 356-0559 today to use your special offer coupon below!

CHECK YOUR HEARING TODAY
OUND
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GATHERING
Y
IL
M
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O

SAVE BIG

BUY ONE HEARING AID

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF

CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW
*Towards the purchase of select model hearing systems, based on two instruments.
Discount taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one coupon per person.
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FOR LIFE-THREATENING INJURIES,
TURN TO THE AREA’S ONLY NATIONALLY
VERIFIED TRAUMA CENTER.
DOING WHAT’S BEST® IN TRAUMA CARE
McLaren Port Huron recently re-earned Level III Trauma Center Verification
from the American College of Surgeons. Verified trauma centers exceed
stringent national standards and commit to providing the highest quality
trauma care for individuals who sustain critical and life-threatening injuries.
Turn to the most experienced team
McLaren Port Huron is the only nationally verified trauma center in St. Clair County.
For critical falls that result in hip fractures, we are also designated as a Blue
Distinction Center+ for hip and knee replacement by Blue Cross Blue Shield.
Our staff and surgeons are specially trained to provide the right care, right away.
Trust the most experienced trauma team in town – McLaren Port Huron.

mclaren.org/phtrauma
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waves that it was unable
to travel another half
mile to the safety of White Lake to ride out
the storm – instead the crew was forced to
drop anchor and hope for the best.
Soon a tugboat was sent out from the
White River Light Station to check on the
anchored ship. When the Woodruff came
into sight, it quickly became evident that
it was in horrible shape, with all the sails
sheared and mangled by the wind, as well
as a snapped bowsprit and jib-boom. Despite
the ship seemingly in shambles, the captain
was positive he would be able to make it
across the lake once the storm passed, and
because of this confidence, he decided to remain on the ship. By the early hours
the next morning, the Woodruff began to drift because of the fierce winds, despite
being anchored, slowly making its way to shore. Just a handful of hours later, the
powerful wind continued to blast the wooden schooner, which collapsed two masts
on the ship as it bobbed around in the open water.
The Woodruff eventually came to rest after
striking the lakebed just a few hundred yards
away from the White River Light Station. As it sat
pinned against the lake floor, the ship continued
to be hammered by wave after wave and the
captain and his ten-man crew were now trapped
on the ravaged vessel. A group of keepers from the
nearby lighthouse made three attempts to rescue
the stranded men, but because the waters were so
fierce and their boat was too small, they had to
turn back each time in order to avoid being sunk. A
rescue party was then organized and they headed
out with a cannon capable of shooting a line onto
the deck of the Woodruff. After three attempts,
White River Light Station (contributed they were finally able to secure the line, but the
by U.S. Coast Guard Archives)
rough waters caused the rescue boat to capsize,
forcing its crew to swim to safety.
As the crew became more and more concerned about their livelihood after being
stuck on the tattered ship for nearly two days, four of the men decided to face the
raging lake and use the rope to pull them to shore. As they slowly made their way
to shore, the rope broke off from the Woodruff, but luckily it was still attached to
the sinking lifeboat – once they made it to the lifeboat, crews on land were able to
pull them in to shore. Although the four men were able to reach land alive, James
McHenry passed away the next day from injuries he received when he hit his head
on the sinking lifeboat. Shortly after the four men left the Woodruff, the ship broke
in two pieces, believed to be caused from the corn swelling, sending more than
33,000 bushels of the grain spilling into the lake. Since there was now nothing
left to the ship, the remaining crew members were stranded in the frigid water
clinging to pieces of the vessel. Three men were eventually pulled from the water
by rescuers, but two other crewmen, William McCauley and William Dunn, were
presumed drowned – the LC Woodruff officially sank on the night of November
1, 1878. Since that day, a hull of a wooden ship has revealed itself to beachgoers
twice, once in 1942, and the last time in 1974. While the ship became visible in midDecember of last year, experts stress that it most likely wouldn’t remain this way
for long. In reality, the ship will once again
be buried in the shifting sand following the
next Lake Michigan storm, and it could be
another half century before it reappears to
remind people of the forgotten past hiding
throughout Michigan.
Whether or not the hull belongs to the LC
Woodruff is yet to be seen, but if it turns
out to be a different ship, that means the
remains of the Woodruff are still likely
An example of what was found on shore of
Lake Michigan – not the acutal shipwreck
hiding somewhere in the close vicinity, just
(contributed by Gareth Lovering)
waiting to be discovered.
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7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039

Thanksgiving Day Meal

Traditional
Roasted
Turkey
or
Smoked
Turkey
Breast

KIDS

12 and
under

12.99

Reservations Recommended

Served from
12PM - 8PM
Mashed Potatoes
Savory Stuffing
Cranberry Sauce
Tossed Salad
Hot Veggies
Corn Bread
& Gravy

Full
Menu
Available
All Day

Homemade-from-scratch desserts, including pumpkin pie with whipped cream

FULL BAR
Mon - Thurs
12PM - 8PM

Desserts Priced Separately

Beer, Wine, Liquor, Moonshine,
Custom Cocktails and
Foxtails To Go

Fri - Sat
11AM - 9PM

810-765-9255
Call ahead for to go orders

Foxfire Fixin’s will be closed on, Monday, Nov. 23rd
for a private event. We apologize for any
inconvenience and thank you for your understanding.

MAKE RESERVATIONS ONLINE AT WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
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www.sunbursttours.com
2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060

Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727
All Sunburst Trips and Tours are Completely
Escorted Aboard Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Details at:

Gift Certificates
make great gifts
for any occasion!

Available in Any Amount
We
Group Trips
also and Fundraisers
do...
A VETERAN-OWNED COMPANY

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!

FILLING UP FAST - CALL TODAY!

aganing
Sagles
anding
E

L

Casino

Wed. Nov. 18th
Up to $60 in packages

Sept. 25 - Oct. 3, 2021

TIME TO GET LUCKY! Call for Details!
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Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 6PM | Sat. 7AM – 3PM

4600 24th Ave., Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Tel: 810-385-6000 Fax: 810-385-1667
1777 Busha Hwy., Marysville, MI 48040
Tel: 810-364-6400 Fax: 810-364-1370
www.jones-equipment.com

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

TIPS FOR SELLING IN THE FALL
Clean Up Your Front and Back Yards
Curb appeal is always important. Rake dead
leaves and debris in your lawn. Clean the gutters, remove cobwebs from the porch,
as well as any exterior lights. Take care of anything that is dead or overgrown. Cutting
down overgrown landscaping will showcase the exterior of your home better. For a
great lawn next spring: aerate, seed, fertilize and mulch.
Welcome the Fall Season
Many people love this time of year and embrace the season!
Decorate both the inside and outside of your home to reflect Halloween and
Thanksgiving curb appeal. Not ghosts and goblins, but rather simple decorations
such as fall flowers or pumpkins placed on the porch are best. This will make the
house seem warmer and help buyers envision themselves living there.
Add Lots of Light
The days are getting shorter. Open your blinds, push back the
drapes on all the windows. Turn on most of the lights in the home for showings and
light mildly-scented candles. Brighten darker rooms with extra lamps. Update the
settings on interior and exterior light timers to match the changes in daylight.
Price It Right (any time of year) Work with your real estate agent to set the right price for
your home. We know nothing compares to your home – but you need to price your
house to compete in the current market. Price it right the first time and get the best
offer you can, fast!
Be Prepared to Move
Those looking to buy during the fall are often looking for an
immediate move. This means you also need to be prepared
with your next plans. Packing and organizing early can help
ensure your move is less stressful. You may want to consider
using a temporary storage facility for your stuff. This also
helps you to declutter (one of the most important staging
points) to let you show your house in its best light.

MARKET MATTERS

Residential real estate continues to strengthen as we continue into the fourth quarter
of 2020. The lack of inventory continues to challenge home buyers, who are often
faced with multiple-offer bidding on houses of interest. Prices are continuing to rise
and mortgage rates are holding at all-time low levels helping to maintain affordability
levels.
Here’s a snapshot of residential sales results by County Year-to-Date through
September, 2020*:
						
			
RESIDENTIAL		
Genesee			
Lapeer			
Macomb			
Oakland			
St. Clair			

NEW		
LISTINGS		
4,609		
1,103		
10,371		
18,031		
2,032		

CLOSED
SALES		
3,577
775
7,602
11,748
1,512

AVERAGE
SALES PRICES
$171,094
$234,150
$227,157
$338,966
$206,588

			
CONDOS			
Genesee			
Lapeer			
Macomb			
Oakland			
St. Clair			

NEW		
LISTINGS
436		
33		
2,631		
3,739		
136		

CLOSED
SALES		
347
18
1,953
2,343
87

AVERAGE
SALES PRICES
$166,856
$156,950
$162,010
$233,163
$172,421

*MiRealSource data through October 7, 2020

A Year-to-Date comparison of Average Sales Price compared to last year through
September shows that prices on residential sales are up between 6 to 10% depending
on area, and sales prices on condos are up 4 to 8%, again, depending on area.
With a couple of months to go, it still looks like the Michigan
residential real estate market will finish strong.
Enjoy your fall holidays!
Editor’s note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb,
Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They
are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach
Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING
WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR

Melanie Duquesnel

Believe it or not, it’s almost that time of year again, the holiday shopping season!
COVID-19 safety protocols, such as masks and social distancing, closed businesses
and financial concerns, are just some of the reasons this holiday season may look
different. Even with the changes in how we shop, according to Deloitte (a multinational
professional services network), holiday retail sales are still projected to rise between
1% and 1.5%, amounting to over $1.147 trillion between November and January.
Traditionally, many people do a lot of their shopping during Black Friday, Small
Business Saturday and Cyber Monday – a weekend full of shopping. However, due to
the pandemic, many retailers are planning to begin their holiday sales much earlier;
some even had their first sales in October. That is why it is important to be diligent
now when it comes to purchasing your gifts.
Over the past few years, more consumers have turned to online shopping. Due to
the risk of COVID-19 and its restrictions at brick and mortar locations, scammers
know that even more consumers will be purchasing gifts online this year.
With the increase in people online this year, we’ve seen an uptick in online scams.
With more people doing online purchases this holiday season, we foresee the number
of online scams increasing. That’s why it’s so important to be vigilant and know the
red flags of an online shopping scam.
Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
offers these tips to make your Holiday shopping experience safe and enjoyable.
DO YOUR RESEARCH. Read product reviews, check out bbb.org for Business
Reviews, look at the sales flyers and ads, compare prices, and look for early
promotions and “flash sales.” For tips on searching online, check out the BBB
Digital IQ project at bbb.org/digitalIQ.
KNOW THE ADVERTISER. Some of the best deals are only available online,
but be careful. It is easy for a fake site to mimic a famous retailer’s website, so
make sure you are shopping with a legitimate site.
USE ANTI-VIRUS SOFTWARE. To ensure your computer and personal
information are safe, use anti-virus software on your computer or mobile device
and keep it up to date.
SHOP WITH A CREDIT CARD. A credit card provides additional protections
over a debit card in case of fraudulent transactions. If your card number is
compromised, it is easier to dispute any charges that you didn’t approve. Prepaid
cards or gift cards don’t have the same protections as a credit card, but you’ll never
lose more than the value of the card itself.
MAKE SURE WEBSITES ARE SECURE. Only share personal information
and your credit card number with websites that are https (the extra “s” stands for
secure) and that have a security lock icon in the task bar.
WATCH OUT FOR PHISHING SCAMS. A popular one at this time of year is
an email claiming to be from a package-delivery company with links to tracking
information (clicking on unfamiliar links can place you at risk for malware and/or
identity theft). If there are items in the email that you want to find more information
about, or items you would like to purchase, instead of clicking on the links, go to
the retailer’s website directly.
Check out bbb.org to read more about stores or websites unfamiliar to you and for
more tips to keep your family safe from scams during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit
BBB.org/coronavirus or call (866) 788-5706.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern
Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical
business practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the BBB office will remain closed to the
public unitl 2021. We will continue to be available via phone or email.

at (810) 794-5678 for window washing!
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Periodontal Disease
in Our Pets
By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Periodontal disease is the most common clinical
condition occurring in adult and mature dogs and cats,
and is preventable. It occurs when there is inflammation
of some or all of a tooth’s deep supporting structures (called periodontitis).
Periodontal disease begins when bacteria and food particles in the mouth
combine with the minerals in saliva to form a substance called plaque that sticks
to the surface of the teeth. These minerals then harden the plaque into dental
tartar. The real problem develops as plaque and tartar spread under the gum
line. This “sub-gingival” plaque then causes damage to the supporting tissues
around the tooth, eventually leading to loss of the tooth. Bacteria under the gum
line secrete toxins, which contribute to the tissue damage, if untreated. This
bacterium also stimulates the animal’s immune system, which causes white
blood cells and inflammatory chemical signals to move into the periodontal
space (area between the gum or bone and the tooth). The function of the white
blood cells is to destroy the bacterial invaders, but chemicals released by the
overwhelmed white blood cells cause more damage to the supporting tissues of
the tooth. So instead of helping the problem, the patient’s own immune system
actually worsens the disease when there is severe build-up of plaque and tartar.
A pet with stage one periodontal disease in one or more of its teeth, will exhibit
gingivitis (inflammation of the gums) without any separation of the gum from the
tooth surface. Stage two is characterized by a 25 percent attachment loss, while
stage three involves a 30 percent attachment loss. In stage four, which is also
called advanced periodontitis, there is more than a 50 percent attachment loss.
In the most advanced stage of the disease, the gum tissue will usually recede and
the roots of the teeth will be exposed.
Signs that may indicate periodontal disease include bad breath, flinching or

November 2020

pulling away from you when you try to look at their teeth, red, swollen gums
and excessive tartar build up. You may be able to see the roots of the teeth
which should always be covered by bone and gums; you may see open wounds
on the face under the eye, on the lower jaws or in the mouth. Your pet may also
be sleeping more than normal, have a decreased appetite or drop food from the
mouth while eating.
The specific treatment for periodontal disease depends on how advanced the
disease is. In the early stages, treatment is focused on controlling plaque and
preventing attachment loss. This is best achieved by daily brushing or application
of anti-plaque/tartar gels or sprays. The next step is performing professional
cleansings with polishing and
fluoride treatments. X-rays
are also extremely helpful in
diagnosing periodontal disease
because up to 60 percent of the
symptoms are hidden beneath
the gum line.
Editor’s note:
Dr. DiBenedetto is a
veterinarian at Maple
Veterinary Hospital
located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan.
The hospital website
is www.mvhvet.com.
For other petrelated questions,
you can reach
Dr. DiBenedetto at
(248) 585-2622.

Pet Phontgoe
Challe

FREEPIK.COM



 

     
 
  

 

  


 
   



This is angel Haylee. She was a
13-year-old border collie, who
passed away one year ago. Her
favorite thing to do was to go for
car rides and shopping. She loved
everyone and would do anything
for a treat. She had the biggest,
blue eyes around.

you can view our
entire menagerie
at www.bit.ly/tpnpets
sure you type the link
(make
in with all lowercase letters)

This is Bella. She is a seven-year-old
Yorkie. We rescued her after a
mean person abused her. She
has many doggie outfits that she
loves to wear. She has an outfit
for all occasions.

This is Scottie, a 10-year-old Sheltie.
We rescued this shy and timid
boy eight years ago. He loves to
chase squirrels and play with
his fur sisters.

JOIN THE FUN!

How to submit: Please submit a good quality
.jpeg photo(s) of your pet or another animal posing with our paper to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Include a few sentences about your
photo(s). When your photo(s) appear in the paper, we will be sure to send
you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address
with your submission. Submissions can also be mailed! Be sure to include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to ensure your photo will be returned. TPN
Travels, 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI 48001.
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BUNYAN Continued from Page 1

CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting
the correct answer by the 12th of the month, one will be randomly selected to be
entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise
gift at the end of the year! On December 13, 2020,
one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly
winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our October contest, we asked our readers
to identify what the item to the left is and for what
it is used. Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Ernest Newman of Warren,
Michigan, was randomly chosen and will be entered into the year-end drawing.
Ernest identified the object as an antique ice cube maker. This old chrome/nickle
finish ice cuber was patented in 1936. To use, you would fill the bottom chamber
with hot water, and set it on a large block of ice, and the cube molds would melt
into the block. When it melted down and the molds were filled, you would take it
off and chip out the ice cubes. Here are a few COOL facts about ice:
• The ice you find at the bottom of the ice sheet on Antarctica is around a million years old.
• The Inupiaq of Alaska have over 100 different names for ice.
• Dry ice isn’t made from water. It is frozen carbon dioxide.
• Ice on earth is referred to as the cryosphere.
• Water is usually denser than ice.
For our November contest, we are asking our
readers to identify what the item pictured to the
right is and for what it is used. Go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.

!
CK
U
DL
O
GO

• The reason Babe the Blue Ox was blue
was because she was born in the Blue
Winter, in which it was so cold that
everything was blue instead of white.
• There was a 1960 TV cartoon by “Mel-OToons” featuring little-known mythology regarding
Paul Bunyan (in other words, stuff they made up for
the cartoon), showing animated action of Paul Bunyan
catching cannonballs with his bare hands during
the American Revolutionary War, Bunyan building the “Big Rock Candy
Mountain,” and, of course, Paul Bunyan sinking pirate ships.
• Babe was so large she could eat 30 bales of hay a day. She was so big it would
take a crow a day to fly from one horn to the other.
• In lumberjack jargon, distance was measured in ax handles. Babe the Blue Ox
measured 42 ax handles and a plug of Big Chew Chewing Tobacco between
the eyes; Paul Bunyan was 63 ax handles tall.
Paul Bunyan’s fame was further spread when his tales were repeated
in poetry and prose by Robert Frost, Carl Sandburg and Richard Wilbur.
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula was one of the top spots where the legend of the
super-lumberjack Paul Bunyan became popular. According to one account, Bunyan
was born in the Upper Peninsula, near the mouth of the Taquamenon Falls, by
Whitefish Bay. This is also the modern-day location of the area where the ship the
Edmund Fitzgerald sank, the famous subject of a Gordon Lightfoot song.
Although many states like to claim Paul Bunyan as a native, Michigan’s claim
is distinctive because Michigan’s P.J. Lovejoy wrote, reputedly, the first article
about Paul Bunyan in the American Lumberman Magazine in 1916. Lovejoy was a
well-known folklore writer, as well as the head of the Michigan State Department
of Conservation. Other sources place the first Bunyan stories in the Detroit NewsTribune, July 24, 1910, as published by James MacGillivray in “The Round River
Drive.”
Ossineke

Oscoda

Manistique

These Paul Bunyan legends, of course, go back further than when they were first
published, and they encompass the lost lumber culture of early Michigan, talked
about over campfires of the now lost and forgotten lumber towns. These are said to
originate anywhere from the mid-1800s to the early 1900s.
Because of the importance of lumbering in the early towns of Michigan, in
lumber regions of Michigan alone there
are at least five Paul Bunyan statues.
Each of them commemorates lumberjacks
and memories of the lost sawdust cities of
Michigan.
Paul Bunyan was the symbol of the
lumberman’s largesse and view of
themselves and their livelihood as larger
than life. According to the stories, Paul
Bunyan was so large it took five storks to
deliver him. He is credited with creating
Paul Bunyan and Babe in St. Ignace, Michigan Puget Sound, the Black Hills and the Grand
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Canyon with his footprints, not to mention creating
the Great Lakes, while his ox Babe is responsible for
Minnesota’s 1,000 lakes. In Paul Bunyan’s logging
camps, the camp stove covers an acre and the hotcake
griddle is so big the men use sides of bacon strapped
to their feet like ice skates to grease the grill.
The Paul Bunyan legends abound with stories like
“it was so cold at the logging camp on Lake Bemidji
that year, words froze in mid-air. When the words
thawed out in the spring, there was a huge roar of
conversation heard 600 miles away in Chicago.”
Oscoda, Michigan lays claim to be the place where
the first Paul Bunyan story was published, and so they
bill themselves as “Paul Bunyan’s Birthplace.” They
have a 13-foot Bunyan statue that was originally
constructed for the Detroit Hudson’s Thanksgiving
Parade in 1971, and was purchased and brought north
to Oscoda. It was covered with fiberglass in 1983, A different take on Paul Bunyan
in Alpena, Michigan
and displayed in Paul Bunyan Park. Oscoda hosts Paul
Bunyan Days, featuring lumberjack competitions, chain-carving and other logging
activities.
Ossineke, Michigan, about twenty miles from Oscoda, has a statue of Paul
Bunyan AND Babe the Blue Ox. Their Paul Bunyan statue is 25 feet tall and Babe
is ten feet tall. Manistique, Michigan, has a 15-foot-tall Bunyan statue that stands
in front of the Chamber of Commerce.
In the St. Ignace, Michigan Castle Rock lookout tourist station, is another Paul
Bunyan and Babe statue, and in Alpena, Michigan, is a 28-foot Paul Bunyan statue,
originally on top of the Paul Bunyan Gas Station.
Spruce, Michigan, once had a statue of Paul Bunyan and his Blue Ox Babe, but
they were moved to nearby Ossineke Park in 2006.
And these are just the most famous Michigan facts about Paul Bunyan – if you
wish to know more, check with your local library.

at (810) 794-5678 for power washing!
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One Time Treatment

· Increases fuel economy 10-30%
· Reduces Friction
· Improves Performance
· Increases horsepower and torque

DEALER INQUIRIES ARE WELCOMED


Small Engine
3 cylinder
4 cylinder
6 cylinder
8 cylinder (under 5 - 7 liter)
8 cylinder (over 5 - 7 liter)
ATV & Jet Skis

2 oz.
4 oz.
4 oz.
8 oz.
16 oz.
24 oz.
4 oz.

2 - 4 oz.
6 - 10 oz.
8 - 12 oz.
12 - 16 oz.
20 - 24 oz.
32 - 40 oz.
8 - 16 oz.

           
         
  
        
     


   








Item Available in 2 oz., 4 oz.,
8 oz., 16 oz. and 32 oz.



Gather Together at Foxfire Fixin’s

It’s the perfect desination for holiday parties, birthdays, showers, anniversaries, shindigs,
soirées, family gatherings, get-togethers with friends, club, office or team meetings.
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Yoo-Neek Décor

Fun Atmosphere

Live Entertainment on most Friday and Saturday Nights | Gift Certificates Available in Any Amount

7200 R IVER R D ., M ARINE C ITY , MI 48039 | 810-765-9255 | WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
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Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Morality, like art, means drawing a line someplace.” ~ Oscar Wilde, Irish poet and playwright





A noun meaning 1. a lesson, especially one concerning what is right or prudent, that can
be derived from a story, a piece of information or an experience. 2. a person's standards
of behavior or beliefs concerning what is and is not acceptable for them to do based on
societal expectations. Ex.(sense 2) Some examples of good morals that should be taught to
children and practiced daily throughout life are: always tell the truth, do not destroy property,
keep your promises, do not cheat, finish what you start, have courage, treat others as
you want to be treated, return what you borrow, do not judge, be dependable.
First known use: directly from Latin moralis “proper behavior of a person in society,” literally
pertaining to manners (first used by Cicero to translate Ancient Greek ēthikós, “moral”),
from mos (manner, custom).





A noun meaning 1. moral principles that govern a person’s behavior or the conducting of
an activity. 2. the branch of knowledge that deals with moral principles. Ex. Ethics have
gone out the door and greed is in. First known use: late Middle English (denoting ethics
or moral philosophy; also used attributively): from Old French éthique, from Latin ethice,
from Greek (hē) ēthikē (tekhnē) ‘(the science of) morals’, based on ēthos.

 Both morality and ethics have to do with

distinguishing the difference between “good and bad” or “right and wrong”, with ethics
being the rules you abide by in order to remain within a community or profession. Morals
are your personal values that run to the core of your very being. The difference between
them has been aptly described as two sides of the same coin.

If you have suggestions, please email the word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net,
along with your first and last name and the city of your residence, or mail them to us at the address
located on page 2 of the paper. When we use your submitted words, we will credit you in the column,
so please be sure to include your first and last name and the city of your residence.

“If it is not right do not do it; if it is not true do not say it.” ~ Marcus Aurelius, Roman emperor

Quinn
Quips

By Rex Quinn,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Flaky Fables - What to Wear?

Here’s a great question from Justin: “Why do a
girl’s clothes cost more than a boy’s?”
Justin, I’m guessing that since the beginning of
time, women simply required more threads.
When a man buys clothes, he chooses
underwear, shirt, pants, socks and shoes. But
clothing selection for women is much more
complicated.
A lady doesn’t select a shirt. She must choose a blouse, button-up, laceup, the layered look, batwings, frock, tunic, turtleneck or something else.
Instead of pants, she might pick a skirt, flare, mini-skirt, peasant dress,
pleats, skorts, culottes or more.
I’ve got three pairs of shoes: a black pair, a brown pair and mud-stained
sneakers. A lady must choose between sneakers (active wear or dress),
stilettos, boots, ankle booties, wedges, sandals, flats, open-toes and about
117 other styles.
A couple days ago, I asked an old friend to see his closet. It offered the
floor space of a toilet stall. I asked to see his wife’s closet, too. It is roughly
the size of a bus.
I have a simple mind. If I’m going out to dinner, I wear jeans or shorts.
If it’s a wedding, I choose a suit, and hope my tie matches. I never want
to be mistaken for the best man, the minister, or anybody in charge of
paying for it.
Many women have more refined tastes than I do, and a better
understanding of dress codes. Therefore, they choose better quality and
more appealing attire, which is likely more expensive, too.
I am proud to say I have been thrown out of very few restaurants for
violating the dress code. For many years, I’ve walked confidently from
the house, if my wife doesn’t stop me with those eight depressing words:
“Seriously, are you actually planning to wear that?”
www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector

P R O B LEM S

Words to be Reminded Of

PESTERING

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool and makes communication
simpler, so we will continue our quest for unusual, misused or
forgotten words. We hope our readers will join in our learning
journey by submitting some uncommon words they’ve discovered.
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services

Just as the bright green summer shifted to the vibrant shades of fall, the
fall will just as quickly jump into winter right before our eyes. For most
home owners, there is a long list of pesky outdoor chores that need to be
completed before the snows hit us. Cleaning up the yard generally takes precedence and
can be very time consuming and overwhelming, even when you have a full season to
do it. Between trimming the trees and raking leaves, it’s important to not forget about
one of the most important tasks – gutter cleaning! Gutters play an extremely important
role in protecting our homes, and it can be very easy to underestimate and overlook the
importance of keeping up on gutter maintenance.
Gutters and downspouts carry and channel thousands of gallons of water away from
your home annually! But they can also get clogged up easily with dirt, leaves, wasp
nests, snow, ice and more. Just a little bit of debris can cause your gutter system to fail
completely. With the heavy snow and freezing rain we have in Michigan, gutters play a
major role in deterring water away from the foundation of your house. Properly installed
gutters will protect your roof from taking on large amounts of water that could cause
leaks. Gutter guards can help keep the gutters free of debris, but installing gutter guards
does not mean that your gutters don't have to be cleaned. Even with gutter guards your
gutters can still clog and will require regular maintenance.
So, when is the perfect time to get those gutters cleaned? Once most of the leaves are
off the trees, but before the snow starts flying is the best time to get this taken care of.
No one wants the job of cleaning gutters on a cold, snowy day with the wind whipping
around them! If you neglect to clean your gutters before the freezing weather begins, the
risk grows of there being leaves that will freeze inside the gutters, only to cause chaos for
you, the homeowner. If water and debris cannot flow freely through the gutter system and
into the downspouts, the gutters will back up and water can spill out onto your roof and
into your house.
Clogged gutters can cause an assortment of problems. Damage can be caused to your
foundation, roof and even siding, if the gutters are not in proper working order. Excess
water from a clogged gutter can cause wood to rot around your windows, doors, fascias
and soffits. Water running down the side of your home can stain your siding. Constant
water around the foundation of your home can cause cracks and leaks in the foundation,
making your home unstable. Gutters should be cleaned at least twice a year, once in the
spring and once in the fall. Waiting any longer between cleanings can cause irreversible
damage to your gutters and home.
Gutter cleaning can be a dangerous job, and the taller the house the more dangerous
it gets! Instead of climbing up a ladder or getting on the roof of your home, let the
professionals at ABC Home & Commercial Services safely tackle this task. Don't let your
gutters become a problem as we move into next year! ABC Home & Commercial Services
is offering fall gutter cleaning specials now and we do free, onsite estimates. Call now to
schedule your appointment at (810) 794-5678 to combat the winter weather safely.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

WINTER GUTTER
CLEANING SPECIALS
GOING ON NOW!

Icicles could be a sign of clogged gutters & ice dams.
Call us before winter conditions cause damage.
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WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE OUR NEW SEPTIC TRUCK IS READY TO ROLL!

Call to schedule
your septic tank
cleaning before
the holidays bring
a house full of
party poopers!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services $10 Off Available to All Customers
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

Ask us how when you call!
Additional discounts may apply.

Be Quiet, Siri, I Will Not Return to the Route
By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Yesterday after lunch, I was seeing a patient not far from my home, so I had a general idea of where I was going. I still went ahead and plugged the address into my
phone though, because I’d need the details once I got closer. I began driving down Metro Parkway, and Siri told me to stay there for two miles and then turn on Garfield,
but that’s not nearly as pretty a drive, especially this time of year, as driving down Millar Road. So I went out of my way and turned and chose the winding two lane road
where trees whose colors are changing line the street. Siri would not stop telling me to “Return to the route. Return to the route. Return to the route.” In fact, I’m convinced
she got louder, the further away I drove from the route she thought I ought to take. So I yelled at her. I did. I yelled at a fake person named Siri. She is NOT the boss of me!
Eventually, Siri and I picked back up about 1/2 mile from my patient’s home, and she kindly gave me the rest of the directions. (By the way, can Siri be kind if she’s
not a real person? Just wondering?)
I took the same route home, this time without asking Siri for the details because I knew where I was going. The wind had picked up. Some of the leaves were falling.
I slowed down and watched them and my daydreaming-self began to do just that – daydream.
No one would disagree that the world is a mess right now. But people spend so much time focusing on what’s wrong, what they are not allowed to do, where they can’t go,
who they can’t see…But what if…What if this is the last transition from summer to fall we ever have? What if three months from now, we’re truly confined to our homes?
Who would you wish you’d have visited? What would you wish you’d have done? What
if our technology and all means of communicating with those outside of the four walls of
our home is taken away? Who would you wish you’d have spoken with? Spent time with?
Siri wants me to go in one direction, and it’s true. I might get there faster. But I’d miss
those trees on Millar and Moravian if I did that. So no, Siri – I will not return to the route.
I’m going to talk to those I’d miss, see those I love and do what I’d regret not doing.
I’m headed out for an outdoor morning with girlfriends, and tonight I’m stargazing with
my sister. We are not going to be in a hurry, and I’m not sure where we’ll wind up, but be
quiet, Siri. We’ll find our own route. You’re not the one who orders our steps, and you’re
not the boss of us.

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse.” – Romans 1:20
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15 & UP

$
Help Wanted

For Rent

HELP WANTED: We are seeking a SEASONED

company/individual to represent our company in
U.S. and Canada and to manage the business side
of operations. You get paid monthly with additional
commissions included. Interested applicants should
submit a letter of interest along with your current
resume and salary history to: Anthony Massey at
email: anthonymassey210@gmail.com or call/text:
(530) 364-4447
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED. Experienced
& own tools. Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS WANTED.

Pay commensurate with experience. Salvaggio & Co.
Construction, call (586) 344-4325.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed within
10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700. To learn
more visit www.aarocompanies.com.
THUMBPRINT NEWS NOW HIRING for Advertising
Sales, commission-based position only. Experience in
the field of sales is highly desirable. To learn more and
apply visit ThumbPrintNews.com.

General

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO

sleeps six, low fall rates starting at $1,003 (inclusive)
weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed heated
pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com.

Wanted to Buy

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or ALIVE
– cash waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call (586) 855-9420.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

PREPARE YOUR CHAIRS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS
CALL

586-839-1136 10%

Used metalworking machinery.
CNC or manual. One machine or
entire plant. Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders, etc.
Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and
more. Call (586) 491-5405.

Off

KARL TRIMBOLI
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Wooden Chairs
Reglued and
Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?

Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained Minister, at
(586) 843-5227 or Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of your
home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your child to
one more appointment. Let me bring this training to
you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all keyboards,
beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St.
Clair & Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.
SEAWALL SPLASH GUARDS, 12" or 18"
professionally installed, fast service, free estimates.
Call (810) 824-2888.
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC! The
Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental for all
occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at (248) 207-6153.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS, AIR
METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals, Flags,

WITH
THIS AD

Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will travel.
Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

Painting

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.

NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of

experience. High quality work and competitive rates.
All work guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

“The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts. No Americans have been
more impoverished than these who, nevertheless, set aside a day of
thanksgiving.”
– H.U. Westermayer

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY

You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

Fill it out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

MAILED TO YOUR HOME!
12 MONTHS FOR $30

6 MONTHS FOR $16.50

OTHER: $3 PER ISSUE

___ ISSUES FOR $___

MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions − 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION
Cash
Check
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ThumbPrint News
MONTH
YEAR
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Anchor
Glass and
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612-356-7075

Screen II, LLC

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
rist & G i f t s

(586) 725-7107
• Doors • Windows
• Screen Repair
• Shower Doors
• Insulated Glass
• Custom Mirrors
Fax (586) 725-7112
Ed Bickley, with the
Anchor Glass & Screen
staff wish you a

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase
Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens
Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

HAPPY

FREEPIK.COM

Thanksgiving

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust
FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Expert alterations
for the entire family
Over 30 years experience in
tailoring, redesigning & fitting
casual to special occasion wear

155 La Croix Road • Harsens Island, MI 48028
Susan Richardson, Owner

www.ohsewspecial.net
info@ohsewspecial.net

JJ’s Cleaning Service

810-543-2770

65

$

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

Carpet
Upholstery
Tile and Grout
Cleaning

2 Rooms
+ Hallway
Limited Time Oﬀer

MOST T H OROUGH C LEANING EVER !

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

®
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AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!
24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650
OP
EN
24 H
K
OURS 7 DAYS A WEE

★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Honor a loved one with
a twinkling light on the
Tree of Remembrance.

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

Find out how you
can donate to
Light Up a Life!

(810) 984-4131 • VNABWH.ORG

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

‘

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

6242 King Rd., Marine City, MI 48039
Phone 810-765-3100 • info@spautorefinishing.com

★
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EX PAN DI N G
in t h e n ew y ear

In a year dominated by catastrophes
and controversies, it’s nice to share
some good news.
Hunter Hospitality House, Inc., a local organization providing free lodging and
amenities in two locations near both hospitals in Port Huron, is growing. They’ve
acquired a ranch style home next door to their Lake Huron Medical Center location,
at 1015 Vanderburgh Place, to be called Hunter Hospitality Family House.
“We’ve long talked about wanting to help those who need to stay near the
hospital, and also have children,” explained Tracy Willard, the Executive Director
of Hunter Hospitality House. “Our other homes, with their bed and breakfast style
accommodations, are ideal for adults. However, this house will be perfect for a
family to stay in, alone, assuring they will have the freedom to relax and attend to
their children in a private setting.”
Although the house is conveniently across from Lake Huron Medical Center,
HHH can also provide guests with the transportation they may need to McLaren
Port Huron.
“There’s a lot of work to be done inside and outside of the Family House before
we can open,” Willard said. “We’ll need the help of roofing, flooring, construction
and landscape professionals, for sure. It is our hope that many people will reach
out to us and donate their time and talent. We’ve had so many wonderful volunteers
through the years. It’s been beautiful how our community has embraced our mission
since we opened that first house in 2011, and the second in 2013.”
Hunter Hospitality House, Inc. was formed in 2011, in memory of Hunter
Eldon Willard, the late son of founders Jeff and Tracy Willard. Their mission is
to provide a complimentary home away from home, steps away from the hospital,
for those in need of
restoration while
either comforting a
loved one or receiving
treatment themselves.
HHH’s goal is to
open the new location
on December 7 of
2021, which will be
the organization’s 10th
anniversary. “That gives us over a year to work on the renovations, involving
a lot of volunteers in a safe manner with COVID-19 precautions,” said Willard.|
That day would also have been their son Hunter’s 30th birthday.
If you would like to contribute your time, talent or treasure for Hunter
Hospitality Family House, or the organization itself, visit their website at
hunterhospitalityhouse.com, email them at hunterhospitalityhouse@gmail.com or
call them at (810) 824-3679.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

GIVE THANKS
“Let us give thanks to the creator for
all that he gives. The harvest moon
has shined its brilliance over our
home and now as we store the harvest
of our work, the creator gives his sustenance.
The Earth will now rest through the coming seasons,
storing the energy needed to once again feed our people.”
~Michael “Tender Heart” Markley - Seaconke Wampanoag
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Create Quality School Day
Meals with Simple Shortcuts
FAMILY FEATURES

The seemingly constant rush of hectic school days and nights often leaves busy families
feeling like there’s no time for a homemade meal around the table. However, taking shortcuts
that don’t skip out on quality can mean more time together enjoying flavorful dishes without
spending hours in the kitchen.
For starters, an easy yet filling breakfast like these Sausage, Egg and Cheese Muffins can
help you begin your day the right way while calling for a simple list of ingredients and just
a few steps.
Perfect for grabbing on the way out the door to power you through the day or enjoying at
home as you manage double duty as parent and best teacher on the block. They’re made with
ground turkey sausage, eggs, melty cheddar cheese and Success Tri-Color Quinoa, which
is simplified even more by the “boil-in-bag” cooking process. Just add water to a saucepan,
drop the convenient BPA-free bag into the water, boil 10 minutes and remove with a fork for
a no-measure, no-mess shortcut.
When the dinner bell dings at the end of a long day of learning, feed your family an
effortless recipe that allows the oven to do most of the work. The array of flavors and textures
in these Vegetable and Rice Power Bowls can bring warmth to your loved ones while
requiring little effort.
Sweet and buttery flavors of maple-roasted sweet potatoes, butternut squash and beets pair
with the convenience, taste, texture and quality of Success Jasmine Rice, lentils, pumpkin
seeds, goat cheese and balsamic vinaigrette for an abundance of flavors that help recharge
and refuel with loads of nutrients combined in one comforting dish.
Find more ways to add ease to school day meals at successrice.com.

Sausage, Egg and Cheese Muffins

Total time: 30 minutes | Servings: 16

1 bag Success Tri-Color Quinoa
non-stick cooking spray
1 package (9.6 oz.) cooked turkey
		 sausage crumbles
2 c. prepared baking mix
1 c. cheddar cheese
1 c. milk
4 whole eggs, lightly beaten
maple syrup (optional)

Prepare quinoa according to package
directions. Preheat oven to 400℉. Coat 16
muffin cups with nonstick cooking spray.
In large bowl, combine quinoa, sausage,
baking mix and cheese. Stir in milk and eggs;
blend well. Pour 3/4 cup mixture into each muffin cup. Bake 18-20 minutes. Serve warm with
maple syrup, if desired. Refrigerate leftovers.
Substitution: In place of baking mix, substitute 2 cups all-purpose flour
plus 1 tablespoon baking powder and 1 pinch of salt.

Vegetable and Rice Power Bowls
Total time: 45 minutes | Servings: 6
2
2
3
1
1
1/4
1/4
2
2
4
1
1/2
1/3
1/2

c. chopped butternut squash
c. chopped sweet potatoes
tbsp. olive oil, divided
tbsp. fresh thyme leaves
tbsp. maple syrup
tsp. salt
tsp. pepper
c. peeled, chopped beets
bags Success Jasmine Rice
c. mixed greens
can (15 oz.) brown lentils, drained and rinsed
c. crumbled goat cheese
c. pumpkin seeds
c. prepared balsamic dressing

Preheat oven to 400℉. In large bowl, toss together butternut squash, sweet potatoes, 2
tablespoons oil, thyme, maple syrup, salt and pepper. Arrange in single layer on parchment
paper-lined baking sheet.
In same bowl, toss beets with remaining oil until well coated; add to baking sheet with
butternut squash and sweet potatoes. Bake 30-35 minutes, or until golden brown and tender.
Prepare rice according to package directions; divide among six bowls. Top each with greens,
roasted vegetables, lentils, goat cheese and pumpkin seeds. Drizzle with balsamic dressing.
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Word Search

APPLESAUCE
CORNBREAD
CRANBERRIES
EAT
FALL
FAMILY
FEAST
FOOTBALL
FRIENDSHIP
GRAVY
HAM
HARVEST
LEAVES
GRAPHICS BY FREEPIK.COM

NATIVE AMERICAN
NOVEMBER
PIE
PILGRIMS
PLYMOUTH
POTATOES
PUDDING
PUMPKIN
SILVERWARE
STUFFING
TABLE
THANKSGIVING
TURKEY

Z
Y
Q
B
U
V
Z
J
S
H
R
C
P
B
T
U
G
E
A
D
P
X
X
R
A

at (810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!
H
G
K
U
A
L
Q
O
T
R
F
H
P
U
O
F
J
T
X
F
V
L
T
R
N

X
S
S
F
S
S
L
N
K
O
E
H
L
P
M
B
N
U
T
K
Y
Y
H
Y
G

Y
I
A
A
N
T
C
C
M
F
I
Y
I
I
Z
P
L
F
J
J
F
P
Z
C
K

L
L
X
U
T
L
Q
I
Y
Z
Q
L
K
H
E
Q
K
L
B
Z
F
Z
S
Z
K

L
V
I
U
J
Q
L
E
H
H
N
Z
L
S
P
F
G
I
S
I
K
N
G
U
Y

E
E
D
M
G
H
Y
Q
A
V
P
N
J
D
Y
O
N
P
N
K
Y
A
X
Q
Q

P
R
C
B
A
W
H
A
R
I
O
D
L
N
D
S
I
Q
Z
S
G
C
W
I
T

O
W
K
O
J
F
H
Q
V
V
T
O
V
E
E
L
D
U
T
H
F
I
J
U
A

G
A
C
W
R
B
R
T
E
A
A
D
C
I
G
N
D
Q
S
J
G
R
E
C
Y

V
R
P
M
Y
N
A
M
S
J
T
U
R
R
G
Z
U
R
C
P
F
E
E
T
Y

T
E
Q
P
W
I
B
E
T
A
O
R
I
F
G
H
P
R
U
O
K
M
K
E
Y

E
R
Q
O
L
E
A
R
E
Y
E
M
R
W
W
Z
P
D
E
W
W
A
Z
Y
P

M
Z
E
P
R
E
Y
F
E
B
S
F
V
B
W
E
I
J
T
U
B
E
W
X
D

G
N
I
V
I
G
S
K
N
A
H
T
Y
U
K
H
N
G
J
D
U
V
P
X
Z

K
D
D
P
Y
W
R
A
H
T
D
T
U
K
U
T
X
R
A
U
V
I
R
D
M

J
F
Q
H
L
U
R
A
U
H
A
F
G
F
M
Y
B
J
J
V
R
T
T
A
H

V
Q
G
N
T
C
M
O
V
C
V
C
X
O
F
Q
X
J
U
B
T
A
Y
D
O

W
S
H
P
O
O
M
A
H
Y
E
E
I
O
R
I
F
I
T
F
K
N
M
X
Q

U
D
V
E
N
Y
Z
Y
H
X
E
L
F
T
K
H
N
L
T
D
D
M
K
C
U

M
T
Z
L
L
W
J
I
S
T
A
S
B
B
V
S
R
G
Y
E
J
U
U
I
Q

Page 25

N
M
D
P
B
P
R
J
V
B
K
A
H
A
M
H
P
E
A
V
Y
Z
F
W
Z

Z
A
D
Y
R
I
Y
U
L
U
C
A
L
L
T
E
L
T
L
J
N
E
U
F
B

F
B
C
C
A
I
M
J
T
D
M
Y
Z
L
P
A
R
I
B
S
E
V
A
E
L

Z
C
Z
S
S
E
T
J
V
F
D
E
R
G
B
W
P
I
A
U
Q
U
B
U
A

Page 26		
Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to learn about a magical event!

be r
m
e
v
o
n

ev e n
c a l e n da r o f ac t i v i t i e s &

ts

DESIGN BY FREEPIK.COM

If you have an event in December that you would like listed in the December issue of
ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by November 12, 2020. There
is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it
becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize.
Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.

GENESEE
No events were submitted for Genesee
County this month.

LAPEER
No events were submitted for Lapeer
County this month.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County – All of
November
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive. Helping

those in need in our community. Make
a difference today by donating. For
larger donations, we have a pickup
service. Call (810) 392-5136 for
pickup or drop off places in Memphis,
Richmond and Chesterfield.

Memphis – November 14
Craft Show Saturday, American

Legion Post 566, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. No admittance
charge, health safety practices
recommended. Lots of crafters from
yarn works, wreaths, metalworks,
woodworks, jams, holiday decor,
homemade nachos, auxiliary bake
sale, oils, lashes, Scentsy, Thirty-One
and more. For more information call
Mary Beth at (586) 291-7029.

OAKLAND

No events were submitted for Oakland
County this month.

ST. CLAIR

Algonac – November –
December
Advance Ticket Sales for the 17th
Annual History of the Christmas
Tree Walk. Buy your ticket online
now for this December event! Over
200 Christmas trees, decorated with
authentic ornaments from the 1850s
to the present, are displayed inside
of a 9,500 sq. ft. log home. Last year
there were over 4,500 visitors to the
home. This year in addition to the 17

dates of the Standard Tour, we will
be offering 13 dates for a new Deluxe
Tour that will be limited to 20 people
for each time period (for those wanting
to be a part of a smaller group) and
also includes a meal at Foxfire Fixin's
Restaurant. The Deluxe Tour tickets
are only available in advance, so get
your purchase in early! Standard Tour
tickets are discounted until November
30, 2020. All details are available at
TheChristmasWalk.com or see page
12 of this issue.

Kimball – October 3
Craft Show, Bake Sale and Used
Book Sale, McGivney Banquet
Center, 4521 Ravenswood Rd. and
Range Rd., 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Event is sponsored by the Marysville
K of C #9526 Ladies Auxiliary. Free
admission. For questions, please call
Linda (810) 364-6800 (option 6)
or Rita (810) 364-8547.

SANILAC

Sandusky – November 14
Thumb Dance Club – Veterans'
Day! Maple Valley School, 138 Maple

Valley St., 7:00 p.m., with a meal break
at 8:30 p.m. The evening will come to
a close at 10:30 p.m. Entertainment
will be provided by Kowalski Brothers
Polka Band, the newest addition to
the Club. Everyone is welcome! The
cost for guests is $7. New attendees
are asked to bring a snack to share
(popcorn, chips, veggie sticks, Chex
mix, etc.). For more information call
Nancy at (586) 663-5306.

Sandusky – November 28
Thumb Dance Club – Happy
Thanksgiving! Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m., with a meal break at 8:30 p.m.
The evening will come to a close at
10:30 p.m. Dance the night away with
the Fabulous Lizards. Everyone is
welcome! The cost for guests is $7.
New attendees are asked to bring a
snack to share (popcorn, chips,
veggie sticks, Chex mix, etc.).
For more information call Nancy
at (586) 663-5306.

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events,
please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.
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Dear Editor,

(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!
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Letter to the Editor

I was reading the article by David Odziana regarding Annie Edson Taylor surviving
a plunge over the Niagara Falls in a barrel.
David makes a comment about Evel Knievel’s death-defying jump over the Grand
Canyon. If I am not mistaken, Evel Knievel attempted to jump the Snake River Canyon
(unsuccessfully, I might add) in Twin Falls, Idaho, not the Grand Canyon. I remember
watching the jump on TV. I recalled Evel Knievel prematurely deployed his safety
parachutes on his Sky Cycle half way through the jump and landed on the rocks along
the Snake River. He survived the jump with bumps, bruises and a bloody nose, along
with a bruised ego. His son Robbie Knievel jumped a narrow part of the Grand Canyon
in 1999.
Thanks for listening.
Nelson Kowal, East China Township, MI

Editor’s notes: After a Google search, it appears to me that you are correct and that it was
Evel Knieval’s son, Robbie, was the the one who made the Grand Canyon jump. Thanks, Nelson!

OUR WORLD IS IN CRISIS. KINDNESS MATTERS MORE THAN EVER.

World Kindness Day was first launched in 1998 by The World Kindness Movement, an organization formed at a 1997 Tokyo conference of like-minded kindness organizations from around the world.
There are currently over 28 nations involved in The World Kindness Movement, which is not affiliated with any religion or political movement. The mission of the World Kindness Movement and World
Kindness Day is to create a kinder world by inspiring individuals and nations towards greater kindness. World Kindness Day is to highlight good deeds in the community focusing on the positive power
and the common thread of kindness which binds us. Kindness is a fundamental part of the human condition which bridges the divides of race, religion, politics, gender and zip codes.
Ways to Celebrate World Kindness Day: say thank you; send kind words in a letter, e-card or Facebook post; commit to volunteer for a few hours, a day or a week; take a treat to a shut-in; donate
to a cause that excites you; start an online fundraiser; write an uplifting message on a sticky note, then put it on a parking meter or on a restroom mirror; send flowers to a friend; spread compliments
to family, friends and strangers; pay it forward. Be creative with kindness!

EVERY KIND ACT MATTERS.

St. Clair County Library System
Opens for In-Branch Service

Since October 12, all branches of the St. Clair County Library System

(SCCLS) will reopen with limited hours and services including:
Hours (all branches): M, W, F: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., T, Th: 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
1. Materials may be placed on hold for pick up at any SCCLS location
2. Printing, copying and faxing available at all locations except the Port Huron branch
3. Public computers and WiFi – 30 minute limit
4. Material browsing in the stacks at library branches
5. Curbside pickup will continue by appointment
No book
6. Obtaining or renewing a library card
donations
7. Library account assistance
until
8. Reference questions
further
notice
NEW CHANGES:
• Visitors are required to wear a mask that covers their mouth and nose when visiting
any SCCLS branch. If you don’t have a mask, we will provide one for you.
• All buildings and library materials will be sanitized regularly by trained library staff.
• A limited number of patrons will be allowed in the building, with visits limited to 30
minutes. Please social distance during your visit.
• Plexiglass shields are installed at each of our service desks. Please abide by these
service areas for your’s and the staff’s safety.
• Computers sessions are limited to 30 minutes. Library staff will be happy to help you
browse and trouble-shoot any tech problems from a safe distance.
• Children’s play areas, meeting rooms and study spaces will be closed until further
notice and much of our seating has been removed.
• Local History and Special Collections department available by appointment only.
• Entertainment DVDs will return to $1 charge.
DVD Rentals
• Water fountains will not be available.
Return to $1
• No book donations until further notice.
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598
Compare at $1,099

Klaussner Chair

898
Compare at $1,599

Klaussner Sofa

1,298

$

Compare at $3,299

AMERICA'S NO.1 SPECIAL ORDER COMPANY
1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, seat spring delivers
unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike eight-way
hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or replacing to
keep you from getting that sinking feeling a few years
from now.

4. FABRICS
Klaussner is America’s largest special company.
Customers can select from more fabrics and styles
than just about any other company. Traditional,
modern, nautical, wilderness, urban, plaids and
slipcovers, all made in the USA.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Klaussner is one of the only companies in America
that actually makes the cushions in America. These
are not imported. High density cores that last for
years. They can even be down-filled.

2,498

$
Klaussner Sofa

Klaussner Sectional

Compare at $4,999

