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By Ralph McKinch, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer
rior to World War I, almost all glass ornaments and more were decorated with lacquer paints,
that adorned American Christmas trees were stencils, glue and glitter.
produced in Germany. However, during the war, antiHowever, by the late 1930s, it became apparent
German sentiments and the cessation of trade from that another possible multi-nation war was looming.
Germany brought the availability of these ornaments Being an astute businessman, Eckardt realized that
to a halt in the United States.
another war would once again affect the supply of
Once the war ended, the manufacture of these glass ornaments. In 1937, two years before the start of
ornaments in Germany resumed and slowly, so did World War II, Eckardt and a representative of F.W.
the purchase of these ornaments by Americans.
Woolworth, a retail company and one of the
The import of German ornaments was handled by original pioneers of the five-and-dime store,
businessmen who had sales and import offices in New approached Corning Glass Company
York. One of the most successful businessmen was of New York to find a way to make
Max Eckardt, a German immigrant, who was born in American glass ornaments.
Oberlind, Germany, in 1890, just 20 miles away from
Corning Glass Company was
Lauscha, a hub for glass ornament makers.
interested in the proposition,
In the 1920s, Max opened his company in New considering that Woolworth
York City (later to become part of the International committed to placing a
Toy Center) and sold them under two large order for its chain
different brands: Shiny Brite and Max of stores, if the
Eckardt & Sons. In a warehouse company could
by the Harlem River, he stored make it happen.
ornaments imported from Corning ended
Bavaria, where his relatives up modifying
and employees silvered and its glass ribbon
intricately decorated the m a c h i n e ,
glass ornaments by hand. d e s i g n e d t o
Balls, figures of Santa and make light bulbs
elves, cottages, stars, lanterns by the thousands,
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“Christmas is not a time
nor a season, but a state of
mind. To cherish peace
and goodwill, to be
plenteous in mercy,
is to have the real
spirit of Christmas.”
~ Calvin Coolidge
First National
Christmas Tree
Dec. 24, 1923

background by freepik.com

products and thousands of imported baubles and ornaments to
Earlier and earlier every year, as Christmas decorations,
decorate their now integral part of the Christmas celebration
artificial trees and all kinds of holiday gifts take over the
– Christmas trees. Gifts became a huge part of the expected
coveted shelves and aisles of retail merchants, even before
celebration.
the autumn landscape has hardly had a chance to drop a few
Today, no one can question that commercialization has
handfuls of colorful leaves from its normally green trees, the
expanded exponentially when Black Friday has become the
debate begins once again. Is Christmas too commercialized?
biggest shopping day of the year and retail space is given
Before one can begin an argument (or have an opinion)
over to the holiday that boosts the overall sales for the year.
either for or against the aforementioned question, the first
(It is estimated now that in some businesses, the period
thing that needs to be established is whether or not Christmas
between Black Friday and Christmas accounts for about 30
today is commercial. There is no doubt about the answer. It
percent of the yearly revenue.)
is an overwhelming YES. Not only is it commercial now, but
So, having agreed that Christmas today is commercialized,
it has been for the last 170 or so years in America.
the idea left to debate is whether or not it is TOO
One definition of “commercialize” is “to bring new
commercialized. The word “too” is key as it is subject to the
products or services to a business in order to make a
opinion of each person. (For example: Is the music too loud?
profit.” If we take a look at some of our favorite Christmas
Do kids today spend too much time on their phones?)
memories or traditions, such as giving gifts, building
To that end, we each may have our own opinion. For me,
gingerbread houses, cutting down a fresh evergreen tree and
I believe it is only too commercialized if I choose to see that
decorating it with all sorts of homemade or store-bought
commercialization in a negative way. I can enjoy the sights,
ornaments, watching A Charlie Brown Christmas or It’s a
sounds and smells of a commercial Christmas and, at the
Wonderful Life on television or decorating cookies, all have
same time, spiritually define for myself and my loved ones
a commercial aspect to their very existence. Yet, from these
what Christmas really means to me.
“commercial experiences”, we fondly remember them in
It is up to each of us to attach to this holiday season the
future years as times when memories were made. We often
meaning you hope you and your loved ones will remember
continue as we get older passing down these same traditions
for years to come. Depending on your religious beliefs,
to our own children and then to our grandchildren. Some
you may believe that Christ is the “reason for the season”
are things that define our Christmas experience in our own
and attending church services, going to Midnight Mass
mind.
and setting up replicas of the nativity add to that meaning
Prior to the 1840s in America, few people celebrated
for you. Others may see this as a time to show love to
Christmas, at least in the ways that we think of Christmas
those special people in their lives by gift-giving, spending
today. The Puritans, who settled in New England in the
holiday dinners together, contributing money or time to
1600s even made it illegal to celebrate the holiday, believing
charities, or even enjoying the “commercial aspects” of
that partying and excessive merriment went against their
society’s Christmas season. In other words, each of us has
religious beliefs. During the 1840s, Christmas entered the
the sole responsibility to balance what we want and believe
Northeast with the German immigrants, and the big cultural
Christmas to be. If we can take the love, the merriment, the
centers of New York and Boston created a commerciallyjoy, and the spirit of giving of ourselves to others and extend
tied holiday aimed at children and gift-giving – and, yes,
it to last throughout the whole year, then I believe that the
with the goal of profiting from their efforts.
physical reminders that commercialism has given to us for
Mass advertising was responsible for the marketed
a longer period each year just gives us a longer chance to
Christmas experience to slowly move to the South and
reflect on what Christmas really means to each of us. And
eventually to the rest of country. Christmas became
that is what is important – not being able to answer either yes
standardized instead of regionalized with visions of Santa
or no to an age-old debate.
Claus, shopping catalogs to entice customers to buy their
– Diane Kodet
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all of our ThumbPrint News readers!

Don’t let scammers steal your joy
this holiday season!
Check out the 12 scams of Christmas at BBB.org

December 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

65th Winter Festival
FRIDAY
Doors Open at 4pm

Famous Fish Fry - 5pm

at7930Perch
Point
Conservation
Club
Meisner Road, Casco, MI 48064 • (810) 765-4966 •
Non-Profit

SATURDAY and SUNDAY Doors Open at 11am

Kid Zone & Midway

Meet Super Heroes, Play Games,
Win Prizes and Enter Raffles

January 2022

14th,
15th,
16th
Free Parking & Admission

Exotic Animal Shows

1:30pm, 3:00pm, 4:30pm
$3 Admission (3 and under free)

CASH BAR AND FOOD AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Saturday Night Live - Comedy Show
Pre-Sale Tickets: $25 ea. or 2 for $40 (includes show + 2 drinks)

www.freepik.com

Night at the Races - 7pm
Raffles, Refreshments
Full Bar and More!
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Bring Your Empties to PPCC Winter Festival

BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE

to Support Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts #261

Doing One More Thing...Can go much further than you think!
By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
away from oncoming traffic – I worried he was
injured. In the next quick glance, there was a
pile of messiness with white feathers in the next
lane. My heart stopped again thinking the swan
I saw was now a widow.
I called the Nature Center at the Lake St.
Clair Metropark, hoping someone could give
me a referral to an organization that rescues
wild animals. Dale, the nature center rep, said
that none of the organizations he used to call
offer that service any more. I knew Robert and I
couldn’t turn back to somehow rescue the swan;
he couldn’t miss his doctor’s appointment. But,
then Dale said something that I will never
forget, “Well, maybe I can do it”. What!?! Dale
explained that even though he was the only
staff member at the nature center; the doors
didn’t open until 1:00 p.m. and I had called
around 10:00 a.m. “I could try to get him before
we open”. I thanked Dale with every description
of gratitude that I could muster up. I told him
that I’d call him late that afternoon when I got
home. My stomach started to settle down as we
arrived at Robert’s doctor’s appointment (which
went well).
In between errands, I got a call from an
unrecognized phone number and assumed

“One more thing” is a very popular phrase in
December. I only need one more present and
I’ll be done. My dessert plate needs one final
cookie to look just right. And, of course, that
spot on the tree needs one more ornament.
That one present, cookie or ornament can
really tie up a holiday task. But last month, I did
one thing, one small thing, and it was the start
of saving a life.
On a busy Monday, my husband, Robert,
and I had a list of errands plus a follow up
appointment with his orthopedist after minor
shoulder surgery. So we hopped in the car with
travel mugs full of our favorite caffeine and off
we went to meet the day. Robert was driving
west on I-94 and literally out of the bottom
corner of the side mirror, in a micro-milasecond, I saw something distressing. In the
next mila-second, I felt nauseated.
In that flash of a moment, I saw a bright
white swan sitting on the black shoulder of a
freeway entrance ramp. Like many people,
I’ll do just about anything to help a struggling
animal and this swan was no different. I knew
that I had to do something right then. I also
had that instinctive feeling that the swan’s time
was limited because he wasn’t trying to get

it related to one of the errands so I answered
the call. I was shocked to hear Dale’s voice so
soon. Dale explained that the swan I saw had
a pastel colored bill indicating he was about
six months old. (Adult swans have that bright
orange bill.) Dale also said the swan was now
an orphan. In addition to the dead swan I saw in
that next lane, Dale found a second deceased
swan. My stomach started churning again.
It turns out the little one got help from
someone else; not just Dale and me. When
Dale arrived on the freeway ramp, a county
sheriff was already there. The sheriff set up a
barrier so Dale could safely put the swan in a
large crate. I wish I knew that sheriff’s name
so I could wholeheartedly thank him. Within an
hour, the swan was released into a large pond
in the safe confines of the Metropark.
But, Dale explained the youngster’s
challenges were not over. Most likely, the swan,
who I named Harper because he was on the
Harper ramp, would not be accepted by another
swan family hanging out in the pond. The good
news is that Harper will follow the family to find
food and shelter. Personally, I’m hoping Harper
develops a crush on one of the swan kids in
that family. Before dinner, I bought Dale all
kinds of goodies from CVS and dropped them

off to show my
appreciation.
By bedtime,
I just couldn’t
believe
how
things lined up
for the swan. It
just can’t be a
coincidence that
I saw the swan while in a car traveling 60mph,
that Dale was available to help and that when he
arrived a county sheriff was already there with
a safety barrier. But none of that would have
happened without that one phone call. I don’t
say this to garner a cheer. I say this because
doing one thing can matter and matter greatly.
Yes, we want to make one more cookie; but
just think what a difference you can make with
making one more phone call to check in on a
distant relative. Or how inviting one more guest
can turn a lonely holiday into a festive one.
And, of course, who knows what can happen
by giving one more dollar. You will never know
what will be put in motion with doing one thing
this Christmas and well into the next year. But,
if Harper could talk, I’m sure he’d tell you how
one thing turned his life around.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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BUY SELL TRADE
GOLD - SILVER - COINS
JEWELRY - TRADING CARDS

from

CLASSIC PET SUPPLY, inc.
5

$ 00

OFF ANY $3000

3180 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI 48040

freepik.com

(810) 364-0200

Stop in or Call 810-299-0022

PURCHASE*

1323 GRATIOT BLVD.
MARYSVILLE

34790 23 Mile Rd.
Chesterﬁeld Twp., MI 48047

6 MILES SOUTH OF PORT HURON
2 MILES EAST OF I-94

(586) 648-6897

MON-FRI

CLASSICPETS@COMCAST.NET
WWW.CLASSICPETSUPPLY.NET

9:30-5:00 9:30-2:00

*EXPIRES 12-31-21

I n t ro d u c i n g
By Dr. Elizabeth Gray,

a

New Kitten

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Bringing a new kitten or cat into your
home is a big decision. Whether it’s your
first pet, or an addition to a growing
family, there are many things you can
do to make the transition a success.
Here are key areas to consider:
1. Set up an area specifically for your new feline: A small bedroom
or other area that can be closed off works well. Be sure to include a
litter box, as well as a comfortable sleeping area. Fresh water should
be always accessible. Whenever possible, find out what type of food
was offered prior to your adoption. Abrupt food changes can cause
stomach upset and diarrhea. Take the time to gradually transition
from one food to another over a period of seven to 10 days. It is
also beneficial to offer a variety of formulations, including dry and
canned food. Introducing variety early in life can make necessary
diet changes easier in the future.
2. First vet visit: Ideally, your new cat or kitten should make a trip to
the vet within the first week of adoption. Invest in a good carrier for
the trip. Carriers with lids that easily (and quietly) come off can make
getting your new pet into and out of the carrier much easier. Leave
the carrier out with a comfy blanket or bed in it so your new pet can
explore it before the appointment. At this first vet visit, you will
set up a plan for vaccines, discuss spay or neuter options, start flea/
heart worm prevention, and run any necessary testing, such as a fecal
check and a FIV/Feline Leukemia test. Getting this first visit done
early ensures you are introducing your new kitten safely. If there
are already felines in the house, we wouldn’t want the kitten to bring
uninvited friends, such as roundworm or fleas, to the party.

Meowy
Christma
s!

May your Christmas tree survive its annual battle with your cats!

SAT

i n to

Your Home

3. Household introduction: Patience is
key. While your new kitten may be
excited and ready to explore, current
cats may not be as willing to accept a
newcomer. Gradual introduction is best.
The moment you bring the new kitten
home, the introduction has started. Your
cats can smell the new guy even if they
can’t see him. Over several days to
weeks, gradually increase interaction.
First, let them smell each other through a closed door. Once face-toface interaction happens, make sure it is supervised. Hissing is likely,
but this doesn’t mean the relationship will never work. Cats can take
weeks and even months to adjust to a newcomer. It is important that
both cats can escape from the situation at any time. Never force an
introduction to occur.
4. Plan for long term success:
Litter boxes – Cats can seem picky about their litter box situation.
Imagine sharing a bathroom with a messy roommate who didn’t
flush the toilet. The basic recommendation is one litter box per
cat plus one extra. For example, if you are introducing a second
cat into your home, ideally there will be three litter boxes.
Water stations – Ensure there are several different spots where your
cats can get a fresh drink. Stainless steel water bowls changed
regularly or fountains work well.
Feeding – Many cats will eat peacefully together after the initial
introduction. If your new kitten is young, make sure they are
getting a proper kitten food and are not being pushed out of the
way by the older cats. As kitten food is higher in protein; adult
cats love to get a taste. This can become a problem if older cats
in the house are on the heavier side.
Individual areas – Cats love to be social with each other and with
their humans, but they also need “me time”. Each cat in the
house, given the opportunity, will find a quiet area they claim as
their own. It may be a bedroom, a cat stand in a sunny window or
the basement. Having this personal space is important for feline
relationships to run smoothly.

Editor's note: Dr. Gray serves the St. Clair County area with In The Pink Mobile Veterinary
Services. She is based out of Goodells, Michigan. To reach out to Dr. Gray, please call
(810) 985-3011 or visit her website at inthepinkpetcare.com. For more information or to register your
pet for the 2021 Pet Nutrition and Weight Management survey visit www.petobesityprevention.org.
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1-MINUTE DIY HEARING TEST
NO

Do you have ringing in your ears?
Does it seem like people mumble?
Have you had difficulty understanding words in conversation?
Have others remarked you have the TV volume too loud?
Do you find it difficult to have phone conversations?
Do you have trouble hearing in noisy places like restaurants?
Do you find yourself asking people to repeat themselves?
Do many people you talk to seem to mumble or not speak
clearly?
Do you misunderstand what others say, feeling embarrassed
by your response?
Do you have trouble understanding the speech of women
and children?
If you answered “YES” to one or more of these
questions, then you should get your hearing tested.

ANGEL
AUDIOGRAM
AUDIOLOGY
BLESSING
CAROLS
CHRISTMAS
FAMILY
GIFTS
HEALTH
HEARING
HOLIDAY
JOY
LOVE
MERRY
MISTLETOE
NOEL
PEACE
SNOWFLAKE
SNOWMAN
WREATH

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community in Michigan for over 30 years.
They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit
their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

IMPROVE FAMILY COMMUNICATION
BY TREATING HEARING LOSS
Hearing loss can lead to social isolation,
depression and anxiety.
Hearing loss impacts the communication within an entire
family. It often causes one to withdraw from loved ones,
resulting in resentment, lack of communication,
connection and intimacy. Screenings help detect the start
of hearing loss and prevent further issues. Beltone Skoric
is here to work as a team with your family to treat the
condition and bring you back together!

For 80+ Years, Beltone has been the
Most Trusted Name in Hearing Care!
SCHEDULE YOUR

FREE

GIF T CARD

$850*

HEARING

TODAY TO
HEALTH APPOINTMENT
*
ACTIVATE YOUR $850 GIFT CARD!

FREEPIK.COM

YES

Grab a pen or pencil and answer “YES” if the statement
accurately describes you and “NO” if it doesn’t.

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559

BAD AXE • CARO • FORT GRATIOT • LAPEER
HARBOR BEACH • MARINE CITY • SANDUSKY
BeltoneSkoricHearing.com
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Imagine hearing system, based on two instruments. $425 off of a single instrument. Discount
taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to order your tickets today!
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

40+ Years Experience!
(810) 648-3299

855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

MODEL CENTER
Over 100 Custom Floor Plans

luxury homes • stick-built manufactured homes
site-built homes • stick-built modular homes
energy-efficient, permanent, wood foundations
demolitions • renovations • remodels
garages • pole barns • porches • septic • wells

“Our goal is to give each and every home buyer the same care and respect that
we would give one of our own families or one of our own personal projects!”
- John Bezemek, President/CEO

"To Be or Not to Be"
is not the only question

This time of year, another question we hear is: “Should we keep our house on
the market, or should we take it off the market during the holidays and the winter
months?”
There are good points on both sides.
Preparing for family and visiting out-of-town guests, for special events, parties
and dinners may all make showings inconvenient.
We, however, recommend that our Sellers stay on the market through the season
and winter months. Here’s why:
1. Buyers are looking year-round.
2. Buyers may be motivated by relocation time concerns and/or life
events. Many buyers will have vacation and holidays off, with long
weekends and days off between the holidays to give them time for
their home search.
3. Buyers tend to be more serious at this time of year. They have to be
serious to look at houses in the cold and snow! The “tire kickers”
and the “I’m in no hurry to decide buyers” typically stay home
during the holidays.
4. Since a lot of sellers do take their homes off the market at this time
of year, the inventory is smaller and your home will stand out as
one of fewer choices.
5. Homes decorated for the holidays (if not too cluttered) have a
warmth and family-friendly feeling that is appealing to many
buyers.
All in all, if well-planned, the holiday and cold weather seasons can be a
successful marketing time for you. Contact your Realtor® – he or she can be
an invaluable source of hints, tips and suggestions.

MARKET MATTERS
To date in 2021, we have seen stocks reach all-time highs,
unemployment at Covid-era lows, mortgage rates remain near
record low levels, and housing prices continue to steadily rise (although
recently at a more moderate rate).
As we begin to close out the year, we are experiencing supply chain issues,
rising producer and consumer prices, and slightly increased mortgage interest
rates. These factors combine to decrease home affordability (the price point of
a house that a buyer can afford). The turmoil and deficit spending aspirations
in Washington add uncertainty to the mix.
Buyers will be glad to hear that the frenzy of 2021’s Sellers’ market is
waning. While the reduced supply of homes for sale continues to make
buying challenging, overbids and multiple offer situations are slowing down
and leading to a more calm and steady transaction process.
If you are in the market to make a move, we recommend doing so sooner
rather than later. Similarly, if you are interested in refinancing your current
house, it is still a great time with market values higher and mortgage interest
rates expected to rise in 2022.

Wishing you a safe, healthy,
and joyous holiday season.
Editor’s note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland
Counties, & the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are
affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach
Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com
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the Greatest Gift
Well over a decade ago, I wrote a
column for the December issue of
ThumbPrint News entitled “A Belated
Christmas Gift”. In the article I
reminisced about a Christmas many
years ago when my father found personal
joy in gifts for me partly because he
lacked them as a child. Both he and my
mother were raised in families where
finances did not allow for many gifts for
the children and, in some cases, none.
Their greatest gift may very well have
been the affection they received from
their parents throughout the year.
The Christmas season for me is a
different time of year when I give
thought to hope and take a fresh look at
what was, what is, and what may come.
It is a time when I can forego all the
commercialism we are inundated with,
but do so understanding how much our
merchants need the holiday shopping
season. It provides hope for them,
although I’m not a joyful participant.
As I examine the “what was”, it is
difficult to pass over the confusing
and often misunderstood aspects of
the COVID-19 pandemic we have
experienced. A great number of our
citizens have contracted this cruel virus,
several of which are friends of mine.
Thankfully and mercifully, most neither
became extremely ill nor died as a result.
Although the recovery rate exceeds
97%, we still have lost thousands due
to the complications of the pandemic.
And, certainly, this disease has robbed
us of the normal joys of Thanksgiving,
Christmas and other celebrations during
the past two years. So, do we still have
hope?
When moving forward into the “what
is”, we do so dragging with us many
impacts of the pandemic that continue
to hinder our way of life or adversely
affect how we really want it to be. We
must all admit that issues surrounding
this global health condition have
adversely affected our political and
governmental systems. It has damaged
our economics, availability of consumer
goods, employment opportunities,
church and school attendance, and other
realisms not experienced to this extent
in the recent history of our nation. We
find ourselves asking how long this will
last. So, do we still have hope?

794-5678 if you're going batty!
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By David Gillis

ThumbPrint News Columnist

As we end this year and begin to peer
into the next, we can examine “what
may come”. Surely here we can attach
some hope to our anticipations. It is
here that I tend to reflect on the type
of experiences my youth provided and
expressed in the decade-old article
about a belated gift. It took me years
to understand that the greatest gifts I
have received in life were not wrapped
and placed under a glittering Christmas
tree. Conversely, the very best gift I can
give anyone does not need to wait until
Christmas. In fact, it should not and,
yes, there is hope.
The gift I am presenting here is love.
Other gifts can say, “I love you” in some
fashion or another, but these gifts are not
themselves love. If Christmas is about
anything, it is about love. For believers
in God, there is an acknowledgement of
the biblical reference, “For God so loved
the world…” God has truly blessed us
in this regard, if we will only look for it.
There is simply no greater gift than that.
In the column I first referenced written
several years ago, I reminisced about a
childhood Christmas and my father. As I
looked back, I recognized that my father
loved me and attempted to display that
love in the gifts he was able to provide
for me and my sisters. What I wished
he had given me and I to him were the
simple words, “I love you”. My father
passed away at a very early age and I
never heard, nor did I ever say, “I love
you”.
In the article mentioned I was
reminded of a thought shared by
American journalist David Grayson
when he said, “Looking back, I have this
to regret, that too often when I loved,
I did not say so.” My recommendation
then and remains for all readers is that if
there is someone you love and have not
expressed it, say it today. Tomorrow or
waiting until Christmas may be too late.
I will conclude this article as I did the
previous one: So, Dad, my Christmas
gift given a little late is simply to say, “I
love you.” I know now that you meant
to say it, too.
Editor's note: the article mentioned in the
opening was in our December 2009 issue
on page 22, and is available on our website
if you'd like to read it!

415 N. 9th Street
St. Clair, MI 48079
immanuelsc.org
810-329-7174
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to produce glass Christmas ornaments. True to its word,
Woolworth placed an order for 235,000 ornaments.
Eckhard’s instincts were right when Adolf Hitler and the British blockade would
ultimately stop the import of
European ornaments to the U.S.
in World War II.
Three months after the start
of World War II, these Corningblown and machine-lacquered,
American-made ornaments were
shipped to Woolworth’s five-anddime stores, where they were
sold from two to ten cents each.
They first began in just silver
colors, but would soon expand to
red, green, gold, pink and blue.
By 1940, Corning was making
about 300,000 plain glass
ornaments a day and sending
them to other companies for
decoration. Max Eckardt was
still their largest customer. He
had built a new decorating plant
in New Jersey, where they were
silvered, lacquered and decorated
by hand.
In 1941, Eckardt was producing
solely under the name of Shiny
Brite. The name came from the fact that the ornaments were silvered on the inside as
well as the outside, so they would remain “shiny brite” for
long periods.
As World War II lingered on, shortages of lacquer and
sliver for decorating caused a change in the appearance of
the glass ornaments. Now the clear glass balls were decorated
with thin stripes in pastel colors which didn’t require as much
metallic oxide pigment. Also, due to the war shortages, the
metal cap for the hanging hook gave way to cardboard caps
with which the customer would resort to yarn to hang the
ornaments instead of metal hooks.
After World War II ended, as part of the rebuilding effort,
the U.S. government shipped Eckardt and his son, Harold, off
to West Germany, hoping to breathe new life into the German
glass ornament industry. There, they set up a factory in
Wallenfells, which they named Lanissa, after Max’s three granddaughters (“L”
for Lynne, “an” for Anne, and “issa” for Allison, whose nickname was Lissa).
Following the war, however,
Eckardt’s Shiny Brite ornaments
continued to be produced in his now
four American factories and these
American-made ornaments dominated
the market until Shiny Brite became
the largest ornament
producing company in
the world. They were
popular throughout
the 1940s and 1950s,
with their heyday
occurring in the late
1950s. In the 1960s,
with other ornament
companies multiplying
rapidly, including huge
c o m p e t i t i o n fro m
plastic ornaments
made in Taiwan, and
with the death of Max
Continued from Page 1
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Eckardt in 1961, they did not
sell as well; by the 1970s, they
were no longer being made.
In the 1990s, Christopher
Radko, a holiday designer
and importer of other glass
ornaments, bought the Shiny
Brite name and started selling
replicas or reproductions of the
old Shiny Brite glass ornaments
in 2001. However, for the true
collector and historian, these
new ornaments are easy to tell
from those beautiful, vintage
glass ornaments sold in antique
shops, flea markets, on eBay,
at garage sales and estate sales.
The colors and patina of the
older ornaments is exquisite
and certain manufacturing
details on the caps of the
original Shiny Brite ornaments
are distinguishing traits. Both
the original Shiny Brites and
their original boxes are now
prized by collectors.
Chances are that if you
Sears' catalog page from the 1950s
have old, glass Christmas
ornaments that have been passed down for several generations, you have some of the
original Shiny Brites.
If none were passed down in your family, but you want
to see a lot of Shiny Brite ornaments in person, visit
the History of the Christmas Tree Walk in Algonac,
Michigan! They have Shiny Brite ornaments on display
from the very beginning of production in the 1920s to the
last ones produced in the 1960s. (See ad on pages 16 and 17
of this issue for more information about this year’s event.)
In December of 2004, the first History of the Christmas
Tree Walk began when the owners (Allen and Diane Kodet)
opened their 9,500 square foot log home to the public
to view over 30 Christmas trees, each decorated with a
different theme or from a certain decade in history. The
ornaments, decorations and other holiday displays
offered visitors to the home an insight into Christmas
decorating history from the 1850s until the present.
That first year, there were over 800 visitors. In
2019, there were over 4,500 visitors. 2020 brought
challenges and limitations
because of COVID-19
regulations, but this year
(2021), the tours are
continuing throughout 20 days in December where
now, instead of the original 30 trees, visitors can be
awed and inspired by 220 decorated trees, all displayed
inside the log home. All ticket sales are handled online
at www.thechristmaswalk.com and the amounts of
tickets sold for any one day or time is limited to help
the visitors have a peak viewing experience.
Several of the trees during the Walk will allow
visitors to view Shiny Brite ornaments in all of their
original beauty.
On the first level of the home is a tree decorated with
many of the original, stenciled Shiny Brite glass bulbs,
depicting images and words from Christmas carols,
nursery rhymes and holiday greetings. A whole tree of these
ornaments is absolutely stunning.
See SHINY BRITE Page 23
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www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108

December 4

December 31

Trial by Fire –
Tribute to Journey

Babisz Insurance Presents:
ROCKSTAR

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450

December 2021

Now accepting applications for

2022 Season Ticket Membership
Call 810-359-5108 or email marketing@lexingtonvillagetheatre.com
to learn about the different packages and their several advantages!
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Many amazing performances coming in 2022,
starting in January with Comedian Andy Beningo

A Carpenter’s
Christmas

INGREDIENTS

By Diane Kodet,

2 cups durum wheat flour
½ teaspoon salt
¾ cup water
1 tablespoon vegetable
oil

ThumbPrint News Editor

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS FROM
FREEPIK.COM

INDIA

DIRECTIONS
1.

In a medium bowl, stir
together the flour, salt, water and oil, until the
mixture pulls away from the sides. Turn the dough out
onto a well-floured surface. Knead until smooth and pliable, about 10 minutes.
Preheat an unoiled skillet to medium high heat. Divide dough into 12 equal parts, form
into rounds and cover with a damp cloth. Flatten the balls with the palm of your hand,
then use a rolling pin to roll out each piece into a 6-to-8-inch diameter round.
Cook the roti for 1 minute before turning over, then turn again after another minute. The
roti should have some darker brown spots when finished. Best served warm.

ROTI / CHAPATI
AN UNLEAVENED FLAT BREAD
SIMILAR TO PITA BREAD

Beginning with our January 2021 issue, we started on a culinary trip around the
world. Each month, we will be featuring a recipe from a different country. So far
I have shared one from Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay, South Africa, Romania, Latvia,
Wales, Scotland, Norway, Sudan, New Zealand and Canada. I am also inviting
readers to submit recipes from other countries that they have made successfully.
If you have recipes you have personally made that are representative of a country
that I haven’t shared, I would love to have you submit it to ThumbPrint News at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document form. If you have a photo you
took of the dish you made, please submit it as well in high-quality jpeg format. I will
be sure to share some of these recipes in future editions so that we may all take a
journey around the world through the recipes that are shared.

2.

3.

Example of a spice
market in India

FACTS ABOUT INDIA
•

•

•

India is on the bucket list for many travelers because of its diverse landscape,
colorful festivals and spicy-hot cuisine, among other things. However, if you
do travel there, it is best to become knowledgeable about some of their beliefs,
customs and facts about their country.
Don’t expect to see many hamburger joints in India. Cows are protected by
their own set of rules in the Constitution, making killing a cow a crime. Even
on crowded city streets, cows have the liberty to roam where they please
without fear of being harassed by humans.
Be sure to pack an umbrella! Meghalaya, a state in northeastern India, has
won the Guinness world record title for the wettest place on Earth, with about

•

•
•

Karni Mata Rat Temple,
Bikaner, Rajasthan, India

Seven Sisters Waterfall during
the monosoon, Cherrapunjee,
Meghalaya, India

11,873 milliliters (467 inches) of rain annually. The monsoon season lasts
six months.
India has over 300,000 mosques and over 2 million Hindu temples. There
is even a temple dedicated to rats in the city of Bikaner within the state of
Rajasthan. Thousands of rats call the temple home, making it one of the
country’s most unique attractions.
India was the first country to mine diamonds. From the 4th century BC for
around 1,000 years, India was the only source of diamonds in the world. The
original diamonds were found in the Krishna River Delta.
Most don't realize that the regional diversity of Indian cuisine is as
distinguished as its culture. Each region of India has its unique varieties – a
cookbook could be written about the culinary intricacies of each region.

Give the gift of pleasant news with
a Christmas subscription to

Fill out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

for yourself, family and friends!

MAILED DIRECT TO YOUR
DOOR EACH MONTH OF 2022!

12 MONTHS FOR $30
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Seven Months
By Rita MacDonald,

CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

holiday pecan apple pancakes
By Mike Lerchenfeldt
ThumbPrint News Contributor

Happy holidays,
ThumbPrint readers.
I thought now would
be a great time to
send in this recipe I
love making with my
two kids as a special
holiday breakfast.
Hope you enjoy!

S e v e n
months. That's
how long I've
lived here at my new home. I go to
work every day before most of my
neighbors are probably awake, and
I return after most of them have
already eaten their dinner. I drive
into my garage, wave at those in my
immediate court who have made
me feel welcome, check my mail,
chat with them a few minutes, and
head into the house just minding
my own business. I eat my dinner,
and then may or may not do a load
of laundry, unload my backpack, and
prepare it for the next day's work.
Before I go to bed, usually I make
my lunch for the next day, pack my
car back up for morning, and always
make a point to sit on my porch and
enjoy the peace and quiet. It's so
much more peaceful here than my
old home.
On Friday, some friends came over
for dinner. I'd been looking forward
to having them for quite some time.
They helped me move, and quite
frankly – I've missed them being
nearby. When asked how I liked the
new place, of course I told them
how much I love it, but that I missed
some of my neighbors who came
by so frequently. It was common for
my sons' friend David to just stop by
after work on an almost daily basis
for a quick visit. And Cassandra
frequently came over to chat as
well. And there was Cheri and "the
pope" Tom across the street, Tony
and Marcy, and the other board
members I'd served with for many
years. I miss them too! Aside from
my immediate neighbors, I've not
met anyone.

Ingredients
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1/2 teaspoon ground mace
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
2 eggs
13/4 cups buttermilk
3 tablespoons canola oil
13/4 cups shredded peeled apples
1/2 cup chopped pecans

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Until today, that is.
This morning I needed to run out
to CVS. Along the way, I noticed
that people had begun taking their
garbage out already, so I turned
around and went home to get
mine. One less thing to do tonight,
I thought. I'm one person. I don't
have a lot of garbage. I took it out to
where I've taken it each week of the
seven months I've been here. There
was a woman standing glaring at
me with her hands on her hips while
I was putting it out, so I waved...and,
nothing. I shrugged to myself before
continuing on as planned to CVS.
Twenty minutes. That's about how
long I was gone. And when I pulled
up to my garage, there was my
garbage, waiting for me in front of
the door. How in the world did she
get my address? Back to the corner
I went. And once again, there she
was – hands on hips, with a look that
could kill. Once again, I waved. Once
again, nothing.
A little while later, in walked David
for a visit, just like old times. We sat on
the couch catching up, and suddenly
two women appeared on my porch. I
went out to see what they needed.
They introduced themselves to me
as board members, so I assumed
they were looking at the door wall I
requested permission to replace.
But they were not there to look at
my door wall. They came to tell me
that the woman with the hands on
her hips had actually opened up my
garbage, found a piece of my mail,
and called the board to report me for
taking my garbage out to the street
– not my street, but her street. She
was "very, very upset," according to
the board members. They educated

Directions
In a large bowl, mix the first nine
ingredients. In another bowl, whisk the
eggs, buttermilk and oil until blended. Add
to flour mixture; stir just until moistened.
Stir in apples and pecans.
Lightly grease a griddle; heat over
medium-low heat. Pour batter by 1/4
cupful’s onto griddle. Cook until bubbles
on top begin to pop and bottoms are golden
brown.
Turn; cook until second side is golden.

December 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 5PM | Sat. 7AM – 3PM
4600 24th Ave. 810-385-6000

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 Fax: 810-385-1667

1777 Busha Hwy. 810-364-6400

Marysville, MI 48040 Fax: 810-364-1370

www.jones-equipment.com

SERVICE
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SHARP TRUCK

$

Page 13

The Works

2018 RAM 1500

42,777*

$

Tire Rotation
Oil Change
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off
Filter Check
Most Cars up to 5 qts.
Battery Test

5995

67 95 $

2013 FORD FUSION SE
SPORT APPEARANCE
PKG WON’T LAST

$

8,888*

ACCESSORIES

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 12/31/2021

Free Multi-Point
Inspection
Additional PotHole Inspection

3995
$4995

$

with

FRONT END ALIGNMENT

4 WHEEL

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 12/31/2021

2016 JEEP RENEGADE
4X4 LATITUDE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN
EDITION SHARP
REMOVABLE TOP
JUST A BEAUTY

$

12,777*

BAD CREDIT?
NO CREDIT?
NO PROBLEM.
GOOD CREDIT?
RATES AS LOW
AS 3.49%.

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

FULL DETAILING

I'm grateful that God continues
to put people in my life who provide
good examples for me to follow,
but I'm also grateful for those who
remind me of how NOT to treat
people. There's a way to go about
things...
Oh, and I'm also thankful for the
shredder I just ordered on Amazon.
Never again will I throw out a piece
of mail with my name and address
on it, and neither should you. I still
cannot believe anyone would go
digging through anyone else's
garbage, but apparently, I'm wrong!
Ewww, just ewww! (This is also why
you should carry hand sanitizer in
your purse. You don't know where
people's hands have been!)
My book club girlfriends and I are
currently reading Aging With Grace,
by Sharon W. Betters and Susan
Hunt. It's an excellent book, and has
helped make me more and more
aware of some of the wiser, older
people currently in my life, as well
as those I come across as a hospice
nurse. Even those who are confused
and no longer are able to care for
themselves, unknowingly have a bit
of wisdom to share, as they teach
us what matters as we near the end
of our earthly lives. They wander
the halls of memory care facilities
looking for their parents and their
children – not their wallets or their
riches.
I have a good example to share at
book club tonight, and a reminder
to me to...not only shred personal
sensitive information, but also to go
out of my way – the way that Sharon,
Bill, Shirley, Chrissy, and Marshall
have...and welcome those who are
new ;)
Now, if you'll excuse me, I've got
my lawn chair and winter coat, and
I'm headed out to the court for a
nightly neighborhood visit before
my book club starts.

Used Car Sales Manager

Get Your Vehicle
Detailed

13995
$16995

$

CARS

SUVS & VANS

WITH THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 12/31/2021

TIRES

me, and waited while I retrieved the
garbage and returned it promptly to
my garage.
Was I wrong? Apparently. But
there is a way to do things, and
then, there's a way not to do things. I
always told my sons that in life – God
will provide you with many people
who set a good example of how to
live, how to behave, and how to treat
others. But, He will also provide you
with many examples of how not to
live, how not to behave, and how not
to treat others. It is unfortunate –
but these examples will be just as
valuable. Well, God allows the very
same for us adults.
What's my point?
Well, first of all – for the love of
God, just be kind? It's really NOT
that doggone difficult. One day
just before I moved into this little
place, a neighbor came out and
introduced herself. She told me of a
small gathering she has each night
outside in the court, and she invited
me, and that invite is a standing one
for each night of the week. And night
after night, some of the sweetest,
feistiest, funniest and kindest
people gather outside just to giggle,
visit and share their lives...just like
the days of my youth!
Today, I'm grateful I moved into
Lordstown Court (but you won't find
my address in my trash, because I
just bought a shredder). I am grateful
for these neighbors of mine who are
kind and welcoming. I'm grateful I
had the opportunity to meet board
members and neighbors face to
face – I'm just sorry that they were
bothered on a weekend by such
nonsense. I'm sorry that my taking
the garbage to the wrong corner
was upsetting enough to someone
that it apparently consumed their
day. That poor thing. (I think she
needs some gummy bears, don't
you?)

(810) 794-5678 to prevent fleas!

Sales Specialist

MEET
OR
BEAT
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TIRE PRICES

Most Major Brands
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1200 S. CARNEY DR., ST. CLAIR, MI 48079
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HOCKEY CROSSWORD
BICYCLE RACING
DURING THE 1950S

By Dr. Gerald W. Nyquist
ThumbPrint News Contributor

ACROSS

1. Instagram handle, e.g.
6. Faux one
9. Floor cleaner or haircut, pl.
13. No such thing as a free one?
14. Middle-earth dweller
15. Like Halloween night
16. Binary digits code
17. Biathlon glider
18. Take without asking
19. *Hockey's
Cup
21. *Start of play
23. End of White House URL
24. 1,000 grams
25. Spot for a massage
28. Chemistry Nobelist Otto
30. *The oldest U.S.-based team in NHL
35. Bar bills
37. Denials
39. Thin Mints group, e.g.
40. Just one of British Isles
41. Low landform
43. Not in favor of
44. Slap landing
46. Dutch cheese
47. Property right
48. Kismet-related
50. "All for one, one for all" sword
52. Shed tears
53. Old in Scottish
55. Time period
57. *Sandler as hockey player
61. *"The Great One"
65. Radio show host: "Hello, you're
66. Sea in Spain
68. Witchy woman
69. Pore in a leaf
70. *1980 Olympic "Miracle" winner
71. Ringworm
72. Gardner's gear
73. Dashboard acronym
74. Same as sakis

DOWN

"

© STATEPOINT MEDIA GRAPHICS BY MACROVECTOR VIA FREEPIK.COM

ANSWER KEY
PG 30

1. "Sad to say ..."
2. A deadly sin
3. Ancient Peruvian
4. Breezing through
5. Civil War battle
6. Nosegay
7. Biblical boat
8. "The Terminator" genre
9. Dole out
10. Black and white treat
11. "La Vie en rose" singer
12. Ego's domain
15. Bodyguard, e.g.
20. *14-year NHL player, coached Whalers to
playoffs, Jack
22. Priest's vestment
24. Worked the dough
25. *Hockey club
26. Ottoman title
27. More competent
29. *Great Gordie
31. Europe/Asia mountain divide
32. Not Doric nor Corinthian
33. Post-it user
34. Like a sea urchin
36. Give an impression
38. *
shot
42. Arabian chieftain
45. "Hats off," in New Zealand (2 words)
49. Mixed breed puppy
51. Builds
54. Madagascar primate
56. Skylit lobbies
57. "Gee!"
58. Keen on
59. Cambodia's neighbor
60. Marcel Marceau, e.g.
61. 1/1000 of #24 Across
62. Fall asleep, with 'out'
63. Between femur and tibia
64. Confirmations
67. Nile viper

Now an octogenarian, I look
fondly back on my teen years
during the 1950s, growing-up on
Detroit’s east side and later in
nearby Eastpointe. Among many
cherished memories are those of
my bicycle racing years.
My first bikes were heavy
clunkers that were great for cruising
the neighborhood, but not much
more. I graduated to a Schwinn
Traveler from Earl’s Bike Shop that
featured hand brakes and a threegear Sturmy-Archer rear hub with
gear selector on the handlebar; my
cruising radius expanded.
During my 14th year, a friend had
acquired an Italian Fiorelli brand
bike with derailleur gears and
turned-down handlebars, a machine
that almost could be raced. I had to
have one! The price was around
thirty dollars, which I could afford
due to my part-time employment as
a bagger at a Wrigley’s Supermarket
(65¢/hour).
My older brother, Dennis, and his
schoolmate twins, Bill and Bob,
traveled somewhat similar paths
of bicycle ownership. We regularly
cycled together and soon discovered
the two bicycle shops in Detroit
that stocked genuine road and track
racing bicycles. Gene Portuesi’s
shop on Michigan Avenue featured
Rochet brand bikes from France
and Mike Walden’s Continental
Sports Shop on Livernois featured
Urago brand bikes, also French.
Mike, an excellent racer during
his younger years, was also our
coach and was the prime-mover of
the Wolverine Wheelmen bicycle
club, which became the Wolverine
Sports Club when it merged with
the local speed skating club. (Many
bike racers skated during winters
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and many speed skaters cycled
during summers.) The four of us
youngsters (mentioned above)
all acquired track and road racing
bicycles in time for the 1956
racing season, some acquired from
Continental Sports Shop and some
ordered directly from Europe. I
owned an Urago track bike and
a Rivetts road bike, the latter
custom-built to my specifications
in London, England. These two
bikes served me well through my
racing career, which neared its end
in 1959, when I became a college
student and lacked sufficient time
for training and travelling to outof-town races.
As with most sports, if one
is serious about competing, the
required training is arduous and
time-consuming. We covered in
excess of 1,000 miles each season,
riding both independently and with
club members, since we had become
members of the Wolverine Sports
Club. We attended numerous club
events each season as part of our
training regimen and raced against
outsiders in events sanctioned by
the Amateur Bicycle League of
America. There were two divisions
of riders for males: juniors, who
had not reached age 17 (18?), and
seniors. Most of my racing was in
the junior division; later, competing
with the big guys was tough.
Most of our training took place on
streets and highways because there
were not yet bicycle paths or tracks
in our area. Motor vehicle traffic
was often heavy and there were
instances of bicycle-to-automobile
collisions, although bicycle-tobicycle altercations were far more
common because during racing
(and hence during much of the
training), riders were very near
one-another for several reasons,
including drafting to reduce drag.
If one has been seriously involved
in bicycle racing, there almost
certainly will be telltale evidence in
the form of scar tissue at the knees,
hips, elbows and likely elsewhere.
Among my many crashes, I ineptly
fell to the ground while riding
alone in a hospital parking lot,
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Urago Track Bike

practicing sprinting. I wound-up in
the emergency department getting
a scalp laceration sutured and
probably had a mild concussion.
Fortunately, I never tangled with a
car.
Our informal training took place
most everywhere we could ride
from home, which initially was
near what is now the I-94 Cadieux
Road exits on Detroit’s east side
and later was near the I-94 Nine
Mile Road exits; the Grosse Pointes
were a favorite destination. Formal
training venues with Wolverine
club members included Belle Isle,
Detroit’s Chandler Park, Woodward
Avenue from Palmer Park to
Pontiac, Coolidge Avenue near
Twelve Mile Road, and a few times
the track at the long-gone Motor
City Speedway on Eight Mile Road.
The annual state championships
were held on the one-mile oval road
in Chandler Park, and those who
qualified could ride in the nationals
that were held at various locations
around the country. I twice placed
third, junior division, in the state
championships and rode in the
nationals in Orlando, Florida and
Kenosha, Wisconsin, where I earned
tenth place in Orlando and also
ran status in Kenosha. Sanctioned
races took us far and wide; venues
in addition to Michigan that come
to mind include Washington,
DC; Summerville, New Jersey;
Chicago, Illinois; and Northbrook,
Illinois. Several medals and
trophies came my way. Racing was
a serious business, but the club
also had Wednesday evening, and
sometimes Sunday, touring rides
conducted at a leisurely pace. Also,
once each summer we participated
in the so-called century ride where
one was challenged to cover 100

(810) 794-5678 if you need a pest inspection!

Rivetts Road Bike

miles in less than ten hours. One
year this ride was from Detroit
to Flint, round trip, and it rained
during most of the outbound leg.
We were soaked and covered with
grit and grime, but we dried-out
during the sunny return trip.
I was never of Olympics caliber,
but the Wolverine Sports Club
produced some Olympian champs
both in cycling and speed skating,
including siblings Sheila and Roger
Young. whose father, Claire, was
an excellent cyclist, winning the
senior men’s state championship
competition six consecutive years.
I recall Claire telling us youngsters
that trophies weren’t important;
it’s the friendships you make that
count. We thought “this guy is nuts,
we want trophies,” but of course
as we matured, we realized that he
was correct.
A benefit of our cycling careers
that we were oblivious to at the
time was that the many hours spent
riding helped keep us youngsters
out of trouble. On the down side, our
parents worried about our safety,
having more than once collected us
from hospital emergency facilities.
I still ride, but now dawdle along
on a mountain bike, fortunately so
far managing to stay upright on two
wheels and not connecting with
anything.
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V OCABULARY V OYAGE
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Raise your words, not your voice. It is rain that grows flowers, not thunder.” – Rumi

vestigial ves·ti·gial | \ ve-’sti-jē-əl

An adjective meaning 1: of a body part or organ : remaining in a form that is small or
imperfectly developed and not able to function : being or having the form of a vestige /
a vestigial tail. 2: remaining as the last small part of something that existed before.
First known use: 15th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1 from Middle English.
Ex. The Pequot language, an Eastern Algonquian language, is now long dead but for a
few vestigial words.

quotidian quo·tid·i·an | \ kwō-’ti-dē-ən

An adjective meaning 1: occurring every day. 2: a: belonging to each day : EVERYDAY
b: COMMONPLACE, ORDINARY. First known use: 14th century, in the meaning defined
at sense 1 from Middle English cotidian, from Latin quotidianus.
Ex. The most common global, quotidian question is: what’s for dinner?

fusty fus·ty | \ fə-stē

An adjective meaning 1: BRITISH impaired by age or dampness : MOLDY,
2: saturated with dust and stale odors : MUSTY, 3: rigidly old-fashioned
or reactionary. First known use: 14th century, in the meaning defined
at sense 1, probably an alteration of Middle English foisted, foist
musty, from foist wine cask, from Anglo-French fust, fuist wood,
tree trunk, cask, from Medieval Latin fustis.
Ex. I couldn't stay too long in the fusty attic without sneezing.

Collection of the author's trophies
Dr. Nyquist is a retired biomechanical
engineer residing in Macomb Township.

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool, making communication simpler, so we will
continue our quest for unusual words and their meanings. We hope our readers will join
in our learning journey by submitting some underused, misused or uncommon words
they’ve discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please include your name and city
of residence.
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ENJOY A LITTLE PIECE OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE WAL
7200 RIVER RD., MARINE CITY, MI 48039
FOXFIREFIXINS.COM | 810-765-Y ALL (9255)
‘

TA B L E R E S E RVAT I O N S A R E N OT I N C LU DE D W I T H
HOM E T O U R & M E A L T I C K E T P U R C H A S E
V I S I T F OX F I R E ’ S W E B S I T E OR C A L L T H E M F OR R E S E RVAT I O N S !

These items are available
$16.
for pick-up only.
For Details, call 810-794-2300

$5.50

Order items and tour tickets

www.thechristmaswa
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(810) 794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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PEEK INSIDE!
AFTERNOON TOURS
FOR THE FIRST TIME!

SELF-GUIDED TOURS

DECADES OF
DECORATIONS
THROUGHOUT
ENTIRE HOME

LK AT HOME!
75

online at

alk.com

LIMITED
TICKETS
PER EACH
DATE & TIME
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HUGE Vintage Christmas Estate Sale: Dates & Times
Thurs.,
Tues.,
Thurs.,
Mon.,
Thurs.,
Mon.,
Thurs.,
Tues.,
Thurs.,

Dec. 2, 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in conjunction with the M.O.R.A.
Dec. 7, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. » 25% off individual items over $5
Dec. 9, 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in conjunction with the M.O.R.A.
Dec. 13, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dec. 16, 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in conjunction with the M.O.R.A.
Dec. 20, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. » 25% off individual items over $5
Dec. 23, 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in conjunction with the M.O.R.A.
Dec. 28, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. » 50% off individual items over $5
Dec. 30, 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. » 50% off individual items over $5

Museum Hours
Every Thursday 6pm-8:30pm
or By Appointment

8061 MARSH ROAD
CLAY TWP., MI 48001

501c3

877-FWD-MORA

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year, and annouced in our
January 2022 issue! On December 13, 2021, one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified via email.
For our November contest, we asked our readers to identify
what is being pictured to the left. Of the readers submitting
the correct answer, Laura Hill of Deford, Michigan, was
randomly chosen as November’s winner. Laura identified
that what is being pictured is a vintage cigar cutter.
According to Wikipedia: A cigar cutter is a mechanical device
designed to cut one end off a cigar so that it may be properly smoked.
Although some cigars are cut on both ends, or twirled at both ends,
the vast majority come with one straight cut end and one end in a
"cap" which must be cut off for the cigar to be smoked.
Here are some interesting facts about cigars:
• Christopher Columbus introduced tobacco to Europe.
• Roman Catholic missionaries helped to increase the popularity of smoking cigars
by giving out tobacco seeds.
• The first Spanish cigar company was established in Cuba.
• Throughout history, many believed cigars had medicinal qualities. However,
other individuals considered cigars evil.
• The first United States-based cigar company was
founded in 1820, under the name Connecticut Broadleaf.
• By the late 1900s, there were more than 10,000 cigar
companies operating in the United States.
• While smoking cigars during the 1800s was common,
smoking cigarettes was rare.
For our December contest, we are asking our
readers to identify what is being pictured to the
right. Visit our website www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.
Good Luck!
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at (810) 794-5678 for window washing!
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SAVINGS

WE HAVE YOU COVERED FOR THE

HO-HO-HOLIDAYS!

GET A UNIQUELY NEIMAN’S HOLIDAY
GIFT BASKET FROM OUR SELECTION
OR CUSTOM MAKE ONE
FOR ANYONE ON YOUR
CHRISTMAS LIST!

810-329-4535 1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079

For Delightful & Delicious Recipes, visit us online at www.NeimansFamilyMarket.com or on Facebook!

FAMILY HAS ITS PERKS!
WHETHER WE DO THE SHOPPING FOR YOU
OR YOU VISIT US IN PERSON, MAKE SURE TO
JOIN OUR REWARDS PROGRAM FOR SAVINGS!

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Holiday
Getaway!

(810) 985-7151

A Veteran
Owned
Company

T rips, T ours and Cruises
Gift Certificatesfts
make great gi n!
for any occasioount

Casino and Resort

background by freepik.com

Available in Any Am
All Sunburst Trips and Tours are Completely
Escorted Aboard Newer Luxury Motorcoaches

Dec. 24 - 25

December 8

December 15

CALL TODAY TO

RESERVE YOUR SPOT

Coming in January 2022: Saganing - 1/12 & Soaring Eagle - 1/20
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Bake Cooki es Day

is conveniently located in the middle of the holiday
season and is the perfect reason to bake some
delicious holiday cookies.
Cookies show up in recorded history as far back as 7th
century Persia, which is around the time sugar became
December 18th more accessible. By the 14th century, they were common
in all levels of society throughout Europe and made it to
America through the Dutch in New Amsterdam in the late 1620s. The
word cookie is believed to be attributed to the Dutch word "koekje".
Ways to celebrate:
• The most obvious – bake cookies! Whether it's one dozen just for you
or several dozen to share with family, friends and neighbors, fire up
the oven and bake away!
• If you're looking to take it to a whole new level, organize a
charity bake-off where people pay a fee to come sample the
cookies and vote on their favorite with the prize going to the
winner's charity of choice.

Here's a recipe for our favorite type of cookie!

ThumbPrint Cookies! ♥ This cookie is classic, delicious and versatile!

You can fill the "thumbprint" with icing, frosting, jams, chocolate, caramel, crushed
candy canes, apple butter...whatever your heart desires.

Christmas Shortbread ThumbPrint Cookies

Ingredients for Shortbread

Ingredients for Buttercream Frosting

1 cup butter (softened)
1/2 cup butter (softened)
2/3 cup granulated sugar
2 cups powdered sugar
11/2 teaspoon pure vanilla
1/4 teaspoon vanilla
1/4 cup cornstarch
red and green
food coloring
12/3 cups flour
1-2 tablespoons milk, as
needed for consistency
red and green sprinkles
Instructions for Shortbread
• Preheat oven to 350° F. Place parchment paper on a cookie sheet.
• In a large bowl with a hand mixer, (or in the bowl of a stand mixer), add the butter and sugar
and beat together until it is smooth. Pour in the vanilla extract and beat until it is mixed well.
Add in cornstarch and the flour (1/2 cup at a time) until well incorporated. If dough is too dry,
sprinkle in up to two tablespoons of milk to moisten.
• In a shallow bowl, add colored sprinkles.
• Roll the batter into 1/2-inch balls, roll in the sprinkles, and place on a cookie sheet.
• Using your thumb, or the back of a rounded teaspoon, press the center of the cookie to make
a circular indentation. Put the cookie sheet in the freezer for 10 minutes to prevent the cookies
from spreading too thin.
• Bake in a preheated 350° oven for 12 to 14 minutes.
• Remove from the oven and let cool on a baking rack.
Instructions for Buttercream Frosting
• In a medium bowl with a hand mixer, or in the bowl of a stand mixer, beat the butter and
powdered sugar together until smooth.
• Mix in the vanilla. Add 1 to 2 tablespoons of milk, as necessary to get the right consistency
of the frosting.
• Divide the frosting into 3 bowls. In one bowl, add enough drops of red food coloring and stir
until you get a Christmas red color. (This may require a lot of food coloring.) If the frosting
gets too thin after adding food coloring, stir in more powdered sugar until it is back to the
correct consistency.
• In the second bowl, add a few drops of green food coloring until you get a bright green color.
Do not add any food coloring to the third bowl. It will remain white.
• Spoon, or pipe in, about a teaspoon of icing into the center of each cookie, alternating the red,
green and white colors so 1/3 of the cookies have red , 1/3 have green and 1/3 have white icing in
the center of the cookie. (About 1 dozen of each color.)

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to order your tickets today!

Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

6.

12 SCAMS OF CHRISTMAS

2022 is right around the corner, and that means the craziness of the
holiday season is upon us. Add in labor and product shortages, along
with shipping delays, and the end of 2021 is expected to be more hectic
than usual. While we prepare for the added stress of this holiday season,
it is important to remember that scammers are aware of the added
difficulties this year presents too, and they will use this stressful time to
take advantage of you.
Scammers are very intelligent, and they tend to stay very current with
their scam tactics. Whether it be creating fake websites to pretend to
sell products that are out of stock or creating phishing emails that make
it appear as though your favorite store is offering you a “free gift”,
scammers will use every angle to get ahold of your personal information,
and your money.
BBB® wants to make sure your holidays stay merry and bright. Be on
the lookout for the 12 Scams of Christmas.
1. E-Cards: These are a popular alternative to physical Christmas cards;
however, scammers are also using them to retrieve your private information.
If the sender's name is unclear or the email is asking you to share personal
information or pay money to open it, it may be a scam. If your email has
an attachment that ends in 'exe', it could contain a virus or some form of
malware.
2. Social Media Gift Exchanges: Each holiday season this scheme pops back
up, and this year is no different. A newer version of this scam revolves
around exchanging bottles of wine; another suggests purchasing $10 gifts
online. Another twist asks you to submit your e-transfer email into a list
where participants get to pick a name and send money to strangers to "pay it
forward". In all these versions, participants unwittingly share their personal
information, along with those of their family members and friends, and
are further tricked into buying and shipping gifts or money to unknown
individuals. And it's an illegal pyramid scheme.
3. Holiday Apps: Apple's App Store and Google Play lists dozens of holidaythemed apps where children can video chat live with Santa, light the
menorah, watch Santa feed live reindeer, track his sleigh on Christmas Eve,
or relay their Christmas wish lists. This holiday season, when COVID-19
is causing kids to skip the traditional in-person visit with Santa, apps may
play a more important role than ever. Review privacy policies to see what
information will be collected. Be wary of free apps, as they can sometimes
contain more advertising than apps that require a nominal fee. Free apps can
also contain malware.
4. Alerts About Compromised Accounts: BBB has been receiving reports
on Scam Tracker about a con claiming your Amazon, PayPal, Netflix or
bank account has been compromised. Victims receive an email, call or text
message which explains that there has been suspicious activity on one of
their accounts, and it further urges them to take immediate action to prevent
the account from being compromised. Be extra cautious about unsolicited
calls, emails and texts.
5. Free Gift Cards: Nothing brings good cheer like the word 'FREE'. Scammers
have been known to take advantage of this weakness by sending bulk
phishing emails requesting that you share personal information to receive
free gift cards. In some of these emails, scammers impersonate legitimate
companies like Starbucks and promise gift cards to loyal customers that have

7.

8.
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10.

11.

12.
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been supporting their business throughout the pandemic. They may also use
pop-up ads or send text messages with links saying you were randomly
selected as the winner for a prize. If you have received an unsolicited email
with gift card offers, do not open it. Instead, mark it as "Spam" or "Junk".
However, if you opened the email, do not click on any links.
Temporary Holiday Jobs: Retailers typically hire seasonal workers to help
meet the demands of holiday shoppers. Shippers and delivery services are
top holiday employers this year because of the increase in online orders and
the need to get most of these packages delivered before Christmas. These
jobs are a great way to make extra money, sometimes with the possibility
of turning into a long-term employment opportunity. However, jobseekers
need to be wary of employment scams aimed at stealing money and personal
information from job applicants. Keep an eye out for opportunities that seem
too good to be true.
Look-Alike Websites: The holiday season brings endless emails offering
deals, sales and bargains. Be wary of the emails you receive, and the
links enclosed. Some may lead to look-alike websites that are created by
scammers to trick people into downloading malware, making dead-end
purchases, and sharing private information. If you are uncertain about the
email, do not click any of the links. Instead, hover over them to see where
they reroute.
Fake Charities: Typically, 40% of all charitable donations are received
during the last few weeks of the year. Donors need to be on the lookout
for fraudulent charities and scammers pretending to be individuals in
need. Avoid impromptu donation decisions to unfamiliar organizations.
Responsible organizations will welcome your gift tomorrow as much as they
do today. Verify your charity at BBB's give.org, Charity Navigator or on
the Canada Revenue Agency website. Where possible, donate to the charity
through their website and use a credit card.
Fake Shipping Notifications: With more consumers making purchases
online, there is also an increase in the number of notifications about shipping
details from retailers and carriers. Scammers are using this new surge to
send phishing emails with links enclosed that may allow unwanted access to
your private information or download malware onto your device. They may
also try to trick you into paying new shipping fees.
Holiday pop-up shops: These temporary storefronts allow shoppers to
avoid enclosed spaces while still getting to browse in person. Indoor popup shops allow landlords to fill vacant retail space in downtown areas and
suburban malls. If you are buying from a seasonal store, ask whether it will
be open after the holiday and whether it will accept returns when the season
is over. If not, consider buying elsewhere or taking more time to be sure the
item is exactly what you want before making the purchase.
Top Holiday Wishlist Items: Low or ridiculously priced luxury goods,
jewelry, designer clothing and electronics are almost always cheap
counterfeits and knockoffs. Be very cautious if you are considering
purchasing these high-value items from individuals through social sites.
Puppy Scams: Many families, especially those with children, may be
considering adding a furry friend to their household this year. However, you
could fall victim to a pet scam. Do your research and request to see the pet
in person, if possible, before making a purchase.

Remember, if something sounds too good to be true, it probably
is. To stay up-to-date on the latest holiday scams and news, visit
bbb.org/holiday. BBB wishes you a safe and happy holiday season!
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs In continuing to
take safety precautions against the spread of COVID-19, our office will
be closed until January 4, 2022. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org.
Melanie Duquesnel
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SHINY BRITE, Continued from Page 8

On the second level of the home, in the
poolroom, is a tree decorated entirely with
original Shiny Brite round bulbs in all
colors of the rainbow. These are the
bulbs that were silvered on the inside
as well to keep them “shiny brite” for
many generations. The patina, caused
by several generations of loving
hands hanging them on many
family trees, and the soft hues on
these early bulbs is beautiful to
behold.
On the top level of the home
is a tree decorated solely with
Shiny Brite ornaments made
during World War II when
the shortage of materials
required the company to switch to clear glass bulbs with
pastel stripes. A few of those even have the elusive paper
caps that appeared when metal became unavailable for use
in ornament production during the war years.
Shiny Brite ornaments are just a small portion of
Christmas’s decorating history that visitors will be able to
experience, as there are at least 217 more trees representing
other decades in history, other countries of manufacture
and various themes from angels to mice, bears, favorite
cartoon characters and more.
The History of the Christmas Tree Walk is one holiday
event you won’t want to miss! Many past visitors now
make it one of their favorite holiday traditions, just like
Shiny Brite ornaments have been a tradition with so many
families for almost 100 years.

Gather Together at Foxfire Fixin’s

It’s the perfect destination for holiday parties, birthdays, showers, anniversaries, shindigs,
soirées, family gatherings, get-togethers with friends, club, office or team meetings.
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Yoo-Neek Décor

Fun Atmosphere

Live Entertainment on most Friday and Saturday Nights | Gift Certificates Available in Any Amount

7200 R IVER R D ., M ARINE C ITY , MI 48039 | 810-765-9255 | WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
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In the Spirit of the Season
By Bob Jones,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Wi t h h i s b ri g h t ,
brown eyes wide open,
this youth was full of
the spirit of this season
and he displayed an
honest innocence his
parents had instilled
in him as related with
joyous enthusiasm
to this jolly, spirited,
white-bearded soul; he
stared lovingly into the
eyes of this jolly one.
This young boy could
personify most of the
population of similar
youth still believing.
Those who can still revel in belief that their little world would somehow
be safe with the knowledge that no harm could come to bear. These little
beings would be kindled with love emanating from the symbol of care,
concern and giving himself – a symbiosis of sorts. His jolly countenance
would not mean nearly as much to most of the world at large, who perhaps
could no longer believe in such symbolic symbiotic relationships.
Perhaps this secular part of the season could be considered but a subset
of the Real Meaning of the season, but to these little people whose ages,
minds and temperaments were still to emerge to maturity, the effect of this
meeting at this time on the calendar would begin to set a belief system of
love, giving and inner peace which may last a lifetime.
Life's perpetual storms would change each little one's persona growing
into adults, as they learn individual fates and decision making. Knowing
these symbiotic encounters with the jolly one during their early growing
years would provide a solace of faith and love which again may last a
lifetime.
In a bigger world of an often confusing nature and questionable values,
those who can reflect back to those encounters with the jolly one are
provided with comfort and serenity and memories to be cherished.
These then were the real gifts given by the jolly one, and they turned out
to be more precious than presents wrapped in boxes tied with fancy ribbons.
Peace to those who believe.
Editor's note: The author is in this picture, though we were not told which one he is!
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SPEND THE HOLIDAYS
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48 YEARS

LICENSED &
INSURED

IN YOUR OWN DIMENSION ONE SPA!

810-385-6063 · LENSPOOLANDSPA.COM
MON - SAT 9AM - 6PM • SUN CLOSED

7210 LAKESHORE RD. • LAKEPORT, MI 48059

CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes, ThumbPrint News Columnist
What are your Christmas and New Year’s plans this year? For everyone I ask that to,
the answer is either uncertainty, excitement or a feeling of dread. I guess it's that time
to focus on who's doing what, when and where. UGH...dread.
Everyone says, “The holidays are so busy.” They are only as busy as we allow them
to be. In my family, there are a lot of fall and early winter birthdays in a row, so my busy
events and gatherings start in the late summer and continue until after New Year’s
Eve. I've always loved New Year’s Eve, time for changes, new beginnings and also a
reflection of what the past year entailed, both good and bad. I’d have to say it is one of
my favorite holidays, second only to the Fourth of July.
It seems that as each new holiday season approaches, that same feeling of stress
and obligations arise. After all, who says we have to do Christmas and New Year's a
certain way? Why are we so obligated to be at different locations on certain days and
times and decorate our homes in a certain way? Some people love this chaotic time
of the year; some do not.
This holiday season I am okay with doing things differently; in fact that is what I have
been wanting to do for many holidays in the past. Traditions change, family moves
away, new friends are met and new holiday traditions and memories can be made. For
many years, the same traditions or gatherings were carbon copies of the previous year
and it became a little of the same-old-same-old and the holidays became mundane at
times, even drudgery.
This year, my close family and I are going to make new traditions amongst ourselves
and create family holiday memories in our own new way. With new friends met over the
year and family members moving to different areas, this season will be different and
exciting. I'm actually looking forward to it. Staying around the same boring town holiday
after holiday is maddening and the time has come for a change with my family. This
season I'll be working on new family traditions and memories.
I'm way overdue for relaxing and enjoying the holidays, as opposed to stressing out
about what meals to make, what time we have to be at a certain place or making sure
my house is spotless and ready for a flawless meal and entertaining. Time to take a
refreshing breath and break the old traditions that often became too much work. It's
nice to even take the holidays off for once and actually enjoy the time off from work,
instead of running around like a crazy person trying to make everything perfect and
everyone happy. Time for that nonsense to end. No guilty feelings here.
My vacation place is pretty much closed up and ready to brave the bitter Michigan
winter. I do plan on spending some off-time at my cottage on one or both of the holidays.
My cottage won't be neglected this winter and I can't wait to spend some down time
at the place, even if it's chilling inside and just watching it snow.
There is a bit of excitement for the coming new year of 2022. The chaos in the world
will be seeing some positive changes, and I am hopeful to see what good things will
happen in the country!
Stay strong, Patriots, and I wish you all a
Merry Christmas and very prosperous New Year!

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to order your tickets today!
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Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

The Thunderbird of Native Americans
The Thunderbird is a widespread figure in Native American
lore in both the United States and Canada, with many and
various tribes passing down oral traditions about this mythical being, which is highly
respected and feared as a symbol of creation and protection.
It is described as being an
enormous, supernatural
symbol of power and
strength that protects humans
from evil spirits. It was called the
Thunderbird because the flapping of
its mighty wings sounded
like thunder and lighting
would shoot from it’s
eyes. It brought rains and
storms, which could be
good or bad – good when rain
was needed and bad when it came
with destructive winds, floods and
fires.
The Thunderbird was said to be
so large that several legends tell
of it picking up a whale with its
talons. It was said to have bright,

colorful feathers, sharp teeth
and claws and lived in the
clouds above the tallest
mountains.
Some of the tribes with legends about
the Thunderbird include: the Plains
tribes, the Gros Ventre, Algonquian,
Menominee of Wisconsin,
O j i b w a y, Wi n n e b a g o ,
Sioux and Shawnee. The
legend is believed to have
began with the ancient mound
builders. But throughout history,
the Thunderbird symbol has
appeared on totem poles, pottery,
petroglyphs, masks, jewelry and
carvings, with the legend being
passed down to current generations
through songs and oral histories.

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
Winter is here! With the cold weather upon us and the holidays fast
approaching, there are several things on everyone's to-do list. The one
thing no one wants to do is come home to a house infested with fleas
and itchy, fury babies. Bugs of all types want to join us inside to survive the oncoming
colder weather. If you have pets, you’re familiar with the one pest I’m going to focus on
this month – the flea. These tiny critters hitch a ride on dogs, cats and even you and your
family. Once fleas make their way inside, they will infest everything, and they can be
very difficult and expensive to eradicate. This is why it’s time for you to start thinking
of getting preventative protection for your home from these fall invaders, both inside
and out!
Fleas are small, flat and reddish brown in color. Though they don’t have wings and
cannot fly, these little buggers are able to move from or attach to a host by jumping.
They’re able to jump vertically up to seven inches and horizontally up to 13 inches.
They’ll jump up onto your dog who is minding his own business, just innocently playing
outside, and ride him right into your home. Just think about that!
Of the over 300 flea species found in the U.S. – about 2,000 globally – the most common
species in our area is the Ctenocephalides felis, or cat flea. These fleas typically prefer to
feed on furry hosts such as dogs, cats, rabbits, mice, rats, squirrels, etc., but they will feed
on humans if they can’t find a blood meal elsewhere. Their bites can leave welts and red
marks, cause an allergic reaction or transmit diseases to both human and pets, such as:
dermatitis, tapeworms, anemia, rickettsiosis or Bartonella.
Cat fleas aren’t the only species of flea that can be found on domestic cats (and dogs too),
but they are definitely the most annoying and hard to get rid of, especially once they get
inside. It is only a matter of time before just a few become a full-blown infestation.
So, what can you do about it? Aside from a pesticide treatment, vacuuming can greatly
reduce the population. You will need to vacuum, twice daily – disposing of the soiled
vacuum bag outside of the house, or emptying the bagless tank into a bag that will be
removed immediately from inside the house and then thoroughly clean the tank. It is
also recommended that you wash any fabrics you are able to, including pet bedding,
rugs, curtains, couch pillows, etc. and then dry them in the dryer at the hottest setting
available.
If you have pets, it’s a good idea to have
them seen by a veterinarian and get them
on some type of flea preventative. Every
time your dog or cat goes outside, they
are at risk of bringing fleas back inside
the house with them. A flea preventative
will protect your pets, your home and
your family. It is always best to practice
preventative maintenance so you don’t
have to tackle a severe flea infestation
because, after all, an ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure.
The lifecycle of a flea is rather complex and they go through a complete metamorphosis
before becoming a biting adult flea. Under optimal conditions, a cat flea can complete its
entire lifecycle in just two weeks. In adverse conditions, the lifecycle of the cat flea can
take upwards of one year. Because of this, it may require multiple treatments to get rid of
them. Using over-the-counter products or a flea bomb will most likely not be enough once
infestation has occurred! ABC Bees, a division of ABC Home & Commercial Services,
offers interior and exterior flea treatments. It is best to combine both treatments for a
more thorough extermination. Reducing the flea infestation in your yard will greatly
reduce your chances of getting fleas inside your home. Together, we can work to rid your
home of these persistent, long-lived, irritating pests. Call us today at (810) 794-5678 to
get an appointment scheduled.

December 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

ABC

(810) 794-5678 if you suspect bed bugs!
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Home & Commercial Services ONE

CALL
THAT’S
ALL!
WINTER DISCOUNTS AND SPECIALS

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOING ON NOW!

abcbees.com ● Licensed and Insured ● abcbees@comcast.net

CLOGGED GUTTERS

BEFORE

AFTER

T

SIGNS THAT YOU NEED A CHIMNEY SWEEP COMPANY
SLOW TO START
Is there a delay when you
light the fire or is it not
burning vibrantly once lit?
Debris, creosote and ashes
can clog the fireplace
and chimney, leading to
slower start times.

COLD AIR OR STRANGE ODORS
SMOKE ISSUES
Strange odors or a cold
Does smoke seep into
draft coming from the
your home when you
fireplace or wood burner
are lighting the fire?
could be the result of a
This is most likely a result
flue that is not closing
of debris or creosote build up
properly due to creosote
in your chimney and can result
build up.
in a smoke-filled home.

EVEN IF YOU DON’T SEE THESE SIGNS, ANNUAL CLEANINGS ARE RECOMMENDED

H

NT

AB
BY

Creosote doesn’t just lead to chimney fires, which is bad enough, it is also a toxic
substance that can cause irritation to your skin and eyes and damage to your lungs.
Worse yet, it can cause deadly, carbon monoxide to build up in your home.

ES

to your gutters and roof GUTTER CLEANING SPECIALS GOING ON NOW!
ONE YOU NEED TO KNOW!
A Dirty WHEN YOU’VE GOTTA GO, WE’RE THE
♦ Contractors ♦ New Builds
RTABL
O
P
♦ Municipalities ♦ Remodels
Chimney
C
♦ Builders
♦ Plumbers
Can Make
♦ Winter Festivals
♦ Outdoor Events
HE
O
You Sick
M
D AY
•
♦ Hunting Camp
• W EEK
Available in ADA, Standard and Family Size Units!

CO BW E BS I N T H E CO R N E R S
MEAN SPIDERS INSIDE!
OUR INSIDE GENERAL TREATMENT SPWEICNITAER
GOIN LS
WILL MINIMIZE ALL TYPES OF SPIDERS

G
NOW!ON

PLUS 32 OTHER WARMTH - SEEKING PESTS
SKULKING AROUND IN YOUR NOOKS AND CRANNIES .

DON’T GET STUCK WITH DISAGREEABLE VISITORS THIS WINTER!
THERE IS NEVER JUST ONE

Bats live in colonies for warmth during
hibernation and tend to remain in the
same location year after year. If that location
is your home, this poses health risks from
both the bat guano and the urine, potentially
costing thousands of dollars to replace the
soiled insulation and wood in your structure.

Knock.,..
Knock

LET US BED BUGS AREN’T JUST IN YOUR BED!
NESTING LOCATIONS:
BE YOUR
Mattresses, Box Springs,
AP
SE TR
U
O
M

BAITING, TRAPPING & REMOVAL

Bed Frames, Couches,
Clutter, Wood Furniture,
Baseboards, Toys,
Luggage, Vehicles & More.

When we say bed bugs are rampant in Michigan,
we’re not exaggerating. We get calls from all
over the area daily.

If you think you’ve got them, we know how to get rid of them.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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CALL TODAY (810) 794-2300!
General
AVAILABLE FOR NANNY CARE/ELDER
CARE/HOUSEKEEPING. 15 years experience

in childcare (3 months to 12 years), 14 years as
certified nurse aid. Excellent references. Leave
messages at (586) 436-4553.

WANTED SMALL DOG TO ADOPT, any small
breed like poodle/mix or yorkie/mix, etc. 15-25

Quinn
Minute

New Year Celebrations
By Rix Quinn,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

When did people begin to host
New Year parties?
Ancient Egyptians celebrated
the New Year when the Nile
River overflowed, usually in June. Then someone
suggested, “If we change New Year to January, we
won’t drown coming home from the party.”
Early Romans named their celebration for Janus,
a deity with two faces. One face looked backward,
the other forward.
Today, we also reflect on the past, and plan
for the future. But we no longer have two faces,
because the one in back is too hard to shave.
Another New Year’s custom was chimney cleaning.
This meant participants planned to “clean up” their
faults, and strive to do better the next year.
Sadly, a few zealous cleaners toppled down the
chute into the fireplace below. This was called
“coming down with the flue.”
The Druids celebrated the New Year on March 1.
Unfortunately, that was two months late for bowl
games.
But remember, these were ancient civilizations,
and they did not yet worship football.
www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector

For more little stories with interesting ideas, subscribe
to my short blog. Here's the link: www.quinnminute.com

It’s Flue Season
Don’t Let YOUR Chimney
Cough Flames!

Call Your Local Chimney Sweep

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

pounds max. Healthly and vetted. Call Daniel at
(586) 859-1607.
NEEDED, still looking for someone with info on
Spring Hill Cemetery. Looking for great aunt's grave
among the many broken/missing headstones.
Plot charts/hand-written records, anything that
would help. Call Bruce at (313) 770-1063.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north of
32 Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC!

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

December 2021

15 & UP

$

For Sale
ELECTRIC GUITARS FOR SALE. Washburn
brand, comes with soft cover and amplifier. Color
red and in excellent condition, $160.
Electric Laguna brand, comes with a 15GFX
amplifier, black for $125.
Call (586) 201-3137 if interested.

Wanted to Buy
BLAST IN THE PAST
IS PAYING CASH FOR
RECORD ALBUMS,
GAMES AND GAME
SYSTEMS!
Located at 28071
Gratiot in Roseville.
Call (586) 329-8213.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,

Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

HUGE VINTAGE CHRISTMAS ESTATE SALE!

Collection built up over 40 years with 1,000s of
items ready to be sold. More added weekly pulled
from what is still in storage. Hallmark ornaments,
blow molds, vintage sleds, aluminum trees, 100s of
Dept. 56 and Lemax, to name a few! Sale going on
until we sell out. For info see ad on page 15 of this
issue or visit thechristmaswalk.com/estate-sale.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO

sleeps six, low winter rates starting at $1004
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor,
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit
us online at gilliganscondo.com.

Help Wanted
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate with experience.

Salvaggio & Co. Construction, call (586) 344-4325.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS AT ABC HOME &
COMMERCIAL SERVICES: CDL drivers for

septic truck and pesticide spray technicians for
commercial accounts. Will train as needed. 18+
with valid Michigan driver's license and able to
pass a background check. To learn more call
(810) 794-5678.

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S HAS IMMEDIATE NEED
FOR: servers and cooks. Flexible hours, full and
part-time available and room for advancement.
Must be 18 or over. To set up an in-person
interview please text (810) 614-8040.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:
Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or
manual. One machine
or entire plant. Lathes,
machining centers,
mills, grinders, etc.
Call (586) 754-9200.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or

ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 855-9420.

CASH FOR COLLECTIBLES.

Coins, currency, pocket watches, vintage fishing
and hunting, postcards, military, police and much
more. Inquiries invited. Bank references available.
Call (586) 784-5861.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid. KELLY
(248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.
Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text
Steve at (248) 245-7845.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of

experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

December 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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www.gardenofpeaceflorist.com

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
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Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase
Will Provide Pickup & Delivery Options
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Complete Clean-Up Service
Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

PREPARE YOUR CHAIRS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

CALL

VETERAN OWNED

586-839-1136

KARL TRIMBOLI

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039

Find out how you
can donate to
Light Up a Life!

(810) 984-4131 • VNABWH.ORG

‘

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE INSPECTIONS
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

Honor a loved one with
a twinkling light on the
Tree of Remembrance.

810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

Wed & Thurs 12pm - 9pm • Fri - Sun 11am - 10pm

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

ThumbPrint
News

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com

Sanilac

Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

We cover six
counties
and have
nearly
1,000
Drop
Locations!


     
      

St. Clair
Macomb

Including
Harsens Island

You can find our entire
Drop Location List online at
WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM,
or you can make a suggestion
for a new location near you!

(810) 794-2300

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to order your tickets today!

FREEPIK.COM
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If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2021. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for
publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we
apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

None submitted this month.

LAPEER

None submitted this month.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County
All Month Long
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive, helping

those in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis, Richmond and
Chesterfield.

All of Macomb County
December 1, 8 & 15
Confident Communicators
Club Toastmasters Meetings,

via Zoom, 8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m., the
Zoom meeting opens at 8:00 a.m. for
socializing and networking. This is a
non-profit organization serving Macomb
County and will host meetings for
the first three Wednesdays of each
month. For more information email
vpm-1196053@toastmastersclubs.org
or visit CCC website at
bit.ly/ccctoastmasters.

Memphis – Decmeber 5
Breakfast with Santa, American

Legion Post 566, 34330 Boardman Rd.,
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. This is a freewill
donation community event. All are
welcome. Santa will be there to see all
the good boys and girls. Please bring
your camera to capture memories for
years to come. Mrs. Claus is coming
too. There will be a breakfast bar with
biscuits and gravy, scrambled eggs,
French toast sticks, waffles, pancakes,

566, 34330 Boardman Rd., 10:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. We have many wonderful
crafters. Food will be available for
purchase during the event and a bake
sale table with lots of yummy goodies.
No admission charge. There will also
be a raffle table with lots of stuff to win.
Need not be present to win. For more
information call Mary Beth
at (586) 291-7029.

Richmond – December
17, 18 & 19
Richmond Community Theatre
Presents, The Good Old Days.

Richmond Community Theatre, 69619
Parker St., Friday and Saturday
at 8:00 p.m.; Sunday at 2:00 p.m.
This is an original musical comedy
and is a fundraiser. All tickets are $10.
For reservations or more information
call (586) 727-9518
or visit RichmondTheare.com.

Memphis – December 18
4th Annual Christmas Cookie
Sale, American Legion Post 566,

34330 Boardman Rd., 10:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. Cookies will be $8 a pound.
For this we will ask that all wear a mask
and you will be required to wash your
hands and gloves will be provided when
picking out your cookies for purchase.
We will have extra cookies available for
your cookie purchase. Some platters
will be available for a small extra price
if wanted. This fundraiser has been a
sell-out each year. We have over 20
bakers making the cookies. For more
information call Mary Beth
at (586) 291-7029.

OAKLAND

None submitted this month.

ST. CLAIR

Algonac – December 1 – 30
(20 select days, no Mondays,
Tuesdays or holiday days)

18th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, private

residence, address is provided upon

Marysville – December
1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Knights of Columbus #9526
Wednesday Bingo, 1195 Gratiot

Blvd., 6:15 p.m. start time. (Doors open
2 hours prior.) For more information call
(810) 300-4891.

Marine City – December 4
Merrytime Christmas, downtown

Marine City, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. A
citywide celebration of an old-fashioned
river town Christmas. Visit with Santa,
shop and dine, discounts, giveaways,
characters, live music, vendors and so
much more. For more information call
(810) 765-4501.

St. Clair – December 5
St. Clair Community Singers
Christmas Concert, United

Methodist Church, 3rd and Vine,
2:00 p.m. For more information call
Madonna at (810) 329-6125 or email
froggytg41@comcast.net.

Port Huron – December 7
Hunter Hospitality House 10th
Anniversary Open House, Hunter

Hospitality Family House, 1015
Vanderburgh Pl., 3:00 p.m. – 5:00
p.m., short ceremony on the front porch
at 4:00 p.m. led by The Blue Water

ANSWER KEY

566, 34330 Boardman Rd. Fresh or
frozen pot pies are made from scratch
by our Auxiliary Members. The 10inch pies serve 6 and are $15 per pie.
They freeze well for up to 6 months.
These will be available for pick up on
December 8, 9 or 10. (Must be preordered.) For more information call
Mary Beth at (586) 291-7029.

Memphis – December 11
Craft Show, American Legion Post

HOCKEY

Memphis – December 3
Deadline for Ordering Chicken or
Beef Pot Pies, American Legion Post

hash browns, sausage, bacon, etc.
For more information call Mary Beth at
(586) 291-7029.

ticket purchase. Two tour times for this
year's Walk: Afternoon 2:00 p.m. – 4:00
p.m. and Evening 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Limited tickets for each tour time. Ticket
purchasing are online only to prevent
overbooking. Come get in the spirit
of Christmas and view over 220 trees
inside a 9,500 square foot log home.
The trees are decorated in authentic
style from 1850 until the present and
tell the story of Christmas decorating
customs, ornaments and traditions.
All tickets must be bought in advance
and are limited each day. For more
information, please see pages 16 and
17 in this issue of ThumbPrint News, or
visit www.thechristmaswalk.com.

December 2021

Chamber of Commerce. Any donations
received at the open house will be used
to cover the operating costs of HHH.
Those who attend are encouraged
to wear a mask inside the hosue and
to socially distance themselves from
others. Hand sanitizers and disposable
masks will be available. For more
information call (810) 824-3679, visit
hunterhospitalityhouse.com or email
hunterhospitalityhouse@gmail.com.

Marine City – December 12
St. Clair Community Singers
Concert, Holy Cross Catholic Church,
610 S. Water St., 2:00 p.m.
For more information call Madonna
at (810) 329-6125 or email
froggytg41@comcast.net.

St. Clair – December 17
Friday Fish Fry, American Legion

Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave., 4:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.

St. Clair – December 19
Sunday Breakfast Buffet, American
Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave.,
8:00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. For more
information call (810) 329-2871.

SANILAC

Sandusky – December 11 & 31
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 148 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
– 10:30 p.m. Dances are always on the
second and fourth Saturdays of each
month. Please bring a snack to share
for the 8:30 p.m. break. Cost is only $5
and you get to dance to polkas, waltzes,
country, line dancing or request a song.
December 11 is Christmas Cookie
Night. December 31 is the New Year’s
Dance from 7:15 until midnight. Tickets
are $10 in advance so we know how
many to plan for. For more information
email shelbyjcombs@icloud.com or call
(810) 310-2715.

December 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

THE AREA’S MOST
ADVANCED HEART PROGRAM.
McLaren Port Huron offers the Blue Water Area’s most
comprehensive and advanced cardiac care, including the
latest minimally invasive surgical procedures to lower the risk
of complications and help you recover more quickly.
The heart team at McLaren Port Huron provides personalized
cardiovascular care, right here at home. With advanced,
leading-edge treatments, you can be confident you’re doing
what’s best for your heart and your health, with:
• Preventive health screenings
• Stress tests and cardiac diagnostics
• Minimally invasive treatments and procedures
• Comprehensive care, including cardiac surgery,
cardiac rehab and more

Find out how a
McLaren cardiologist
can do what’s best
for you — visit
mclaren.org/mphheart
to learn more.

mclaren.org/mphheart
810-987-5000
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Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Sale Ends 12/31/2021
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BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

HOLIDAY SALE

598
Petite
Recliner

SALE

$

SALE

998
Compare at $1899

SALE

Wall Saver
Recliner
SALE

998

$

Compare at $1299

High Leg
Recliner

SALE

698

$

Compare at $1399

Compare at $899

$

Wall Hugger
Recliner

598

598

Wall Saver
Recliner

$

$

Glide
Rocker

$

998

898

$

998

$

Compare at $1399

Lift Chair
SALE

998

$

Compare at $1799

SALE

Compare at $1798

Big Man’s
Recliner
SALE

998

$

Compare at $1999

Lift Chair
SALE

1998

$

Compare at $3199

  

