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With the holiday season fast approaching, the likeness of the
jolly man in his bright red suit will soon be seen everywhere
from storefronts to front lawns as far as the eye can see. While
he is a staple in nearly every home and is an image which
suggests gifts are coming to a tree near you, his origin
that dates back thousands of years may surprise many
people.
For those who prefer visual learning, the 14th Annual
History of the Christmas Tree Walk is a must. With
over 200 trees meticulously decorated
throughout a custom-built 9,500
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Highlights the Evolution of Santa Claus
and Many Other Christmas Traditions

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

The name Sarah Emma Edmonds might not ring a bell for many
people – none the less, after learning of her story, one would be
hard pressed to find another person who went through so much
trouble in order to serve a cause.
Sarah’s life started out rough. She was born in New Brunswick,
Canada, in December of 1841, to a farming family. Her father
was described as a rough man with a mean streak, which made for
a turbulent childhood for Edmonds. Making matters worse was
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44 Macomb Place
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

square-foot log home, each room has a theme, covering the
eras of the Christmas celebration beginning in the 1850s
from all over the world.
In December of 2004, the first History of the Christmas Tree
Walk began when the owners Al and Diane Kodet opened
their home to the public to view over 30 decorated
Christmas trees, each adorned with a different theme
or period in history. One of the most notable elements
of the holiday that has changed immensely since its
creation is that of the man himself – Santa Claus.
The origin of the overweight gift-giver is said to be
based on a man who lived around
280 A.D., who was a saint by the
See HISTORY OF SANTA Page 8
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he had his
heart set on
a boy who
could help
with chores
on the farm,
but despite
his wishes,
he had a
d a u g h t e r.
As the years
passed, the
Street View in Flint During the Early 1900s
situation became
worse – she was forced to suffer abuse and an attempted
arranged marriage to a stranger proposed by her father. At 16
years old she left home, but remained in the area for some time.
While she was finally away from home, she was in constant
fear that her father would find her since she wasn’t very far
away. This led Sarah to leave the country and settle in the
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December is the last month of the year. It is time to look back on accomplishments for the past year and look forward
to plans that are being made for the future year.
Recently, I received an email from David Gillis, one of the columnists who has been with us almost from the beginning
of ThumbPrint News' inception. He has shared his memories of growing up in Algonac, his patriotism, the importance of
family and many other thoughts in his columns that have been beloved by our readers. Here is just a portion of what he
wrote to me:
I am attaching an article for the December issue of ThumbPrint News…
I have decided, Diane, that this will be my final regular column submission. I think it is the 97th writing since my first
in November 2009. I missed one in those many months. My birthdays keep coming and going and I continue to remind
myself that there are things I want to do during whatever time God allows me to do them. My hope, however, is that you
will allow me to occasionally submit something as a guest writer.
During this past year, I completed preparation for the ministry and received my ordination, endorsement and license, in
addition to an appointment as a chaplain. I need the time now to develop the ministry and those birthdays keep going by.
I don’t plan to discontinue writing. I have for years told myself I want to write a book and, again, those birthdays keep
coming and going…
I can’t begin to tell you here just how important you have been in my desire to write. The opportunity you provided has
been extremely rewarding and I will forever be grateful. Thank you, Diane, for the opportunity and privilege.
No, David, it is I who will forever be grateful for the wonderful articles you have provided for my enjoyment and the
enjoyment of our readers. It was a privilege to have you as one of our writers – and I definitely welcome you to contribute
in the future, as time permits for you.
I would be remiss not to dedicate this column to David. I wish him all the best in his new endeavors. And, when he does
complete his book, as I am sure he will, I hope he will allow us to announce it in ThumbPrint News with complimentary
advertising, if he decides to have it for sale to the public.
Yes, December is the last month of the year. It is time to look back on accomplishments for the past year and look
forward to plans that are being made for the future year. David is doing just that. I hope all of our readers also make plans
for realizing dreams and goals for 2018 that may have been pushed aside in 2017. As David said, those birthdays keep
coming and going, but there is always time to look to the future and make it the brightest that it can possibly be. Happy
New Year to all of ThumbPrint News' readers.
Thank you, David, for all those years of writing for us. See page 25 to read David’s last regular column.

IN NEED OF HELP FACING A GOVERNMENT AGENCY?
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The Area’s Only
Verified Trauma Center
1221 Pine Grove Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 | (810) 987-5000

ANOTHER FIRST FROM McLAREN PORT HURON
Trauma care is one of the most complex and fast-paced areas of care
requiring the skill of expert physicians, highly trained staff and a specialized
environment to treat patients with some of the most severe injuries.

McLaren is the area’s only verified trauma center

Earlier this year, McLaren Port Huron earned Level III Trauma Center
verification from the American College of Surgeons. This means we are able
to care for the most serious trauma emergencies. Our staff and surgeons
have gone through special training, and we have developed protocols and
quality controls so we can provide the right care, right away.

Excellence in care for trips, slips, falls

Here in the Blue Water Area, the number one reason people need trauma
care is for a hip fracture. Fortunately, if you break a bone and need immediate
emergency care, the trauma center at McLaren Port Huron is here for you.
When a trauma involves an orthopedic injury, our surgeons and orthopedic
team carries additional skills. We are designated as a Blue Distinction Center
for Knee and Hip Replacement by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.

Learn more at www.mclaren.org/phtrauma

Eliminates high heating bills.
Models as low as

$6,990*
For a limited time

DRONES

Come In &
Take One For
A Test Flight!

The Classic Edge is the perfect combination
of performance and value
• Easy to operate and easy to maintain
•
clean-burning

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
Outdoor Wood Furnace
*Price shown is a base price in U.S. dollars for a Classic Edge 350 and excludes tax,
freight, dealer setup and system components. Prices may vary. See your dealer for
details. All Central Boiler outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing
heating systems. It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized
and installed. See your local dealer for more information.

CENTRALBOILER.COM
16-1901

RC CARS | COINS | MODEL ROCKETS | SO MUCH MORE
(586) 727-5507 | ashbrookshobby.com | 69278 Main St., Richmond, MI 48062
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By Alan Naldrett,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Cemetary Vandalism

HAS HAPPY ENDING: A HISTORICAL MARKER

Tammy Lynn O’Sullivan

(810) 479-1629 Mobile
(702) 727-9510 Mobile
NvOfTheNeighborhood@gmail.com
www.JDeGregory.com

If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523

A large crowd of
Anchorville people
were present for
the unveiling of
a new historical
plaque for the St.
Mary’s Cemetery on
Church Road in Ira
Township. The road
was closed off for the
October 15 ceremony
and the dedication was
well-attended. Archbishop
of Detroit Allen Vigneron,
Paul Torney, Michigan
Historical Commissioner
Laura Ashlee, Father Joseph
Esper, and James Endres,
Jr. spoke for the Sunday
afternoon ceremony. The
Archbishop is from Anchorville.
The ceremony marked a happy
ending to a previous sad event, two
years ago, when the cemetery was
vandalized.
On May 30, 2015, in the dead of
night, the over 200-year-old Catholic
Church Immaculate Conception

about 1,000 feet east of the church,
on the shores of Lake St. Clair.
The other cemetery, on the west
side of the road, was acquired by the
church in 1914, and named Sacred
Heart Cemetery. It has the most
recent burials.
When the vandalism occurred in
May 2015, both cemeteries were
damaged. Over 150 headstones
were toppled over and some of
the older, thinner tombstones
were split in two. An
outpouring of sympathy from
the community was responsible
for the restoration of the
cemetery, with community
members offering rewards for
the perpetrators.

It was announced that the police
had a confession from 20-year-old
Christopher Wojciechowski on June
10th. It had taken less than two weeks
to locate one of the vandals. He was
held 43 days before his court date in
the county jail, in lieu of $100,000
bail. Wojciechowski was convicted
on June 20th, and sentenced to a year
in the county jail (with credit for
The two new markers relate the history of the cemetery. time served), $22,500 restitution for 158
Each side has different wording.
vandalized tombstones, and once released,
cemeteries were vandalized! Tombstones 400 hours of community service. He also
were overturned and defaced. The two testified against a second (underage) suspect
cemeteries of the Anchorville/Ira Township who was not named.
church are across the street from each other
Once the community had come together
on Church Road.
and restored the cemetery, Paul Torney, one
The oldest one, St. Mary Cemetery, on the of the authors of the 2015 Ira Township
east side of Church Road, was consecrated book, proposed a historical plaque for
on land donated to the church in the the cemeteries from the Michigan
late 1840s by Stephen Rose, an early Historical Society. The plaque was
settler. He was one of the older approved and is the first historical
internments in the cemetery. Some plaque erected in Ira Township.
of the very oldest are the remains
After the dedication, a
of early French-Canadian celebratory luncheon was
settlers who were held at Immaculate
originally buried C o n c e p t i o n
in a cemetery Church.
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People seem to mumble more frequently.
You experience ringing in your ears.
You often ask people to repeat themselves.
Your family complains that you play the radio or TV too loudly.
You no longer hear normal household sounds, such as the
dripping of a faucet or the ringing of a doorbell.
You have difficulty understanding a conversation when in a large
group or crowd.
You have trouble understanding all the words in a conversation.
You find telephone conversation increasingly difficult.
You have trouble hearing when your back is turned to the speaker.
You have been told you speak too loudly.

444 N. Court St.

We Will Repair Any
and All Brands of
Hearing Aids for Free!
Limit One Aid Per Person. May not be
combined with any other promotion.
Offer expires 12-31-17.

Trade-In
Allowance
Receive $1,200 Toward New
Beltone Premium Digital
Hearing Aids When You Trade-in
Your Old Hearing Aids!
May not be combined with any other offers,
does not apply to previous purchases.
$1,200 toward the purchase of 2 premium
series hearing aids. Offer expires 12-31-17.

AUTO WORKERS

CALL TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY

FOR AN IMPORTANT NEW IN-OFFICE HEARING TECHNOLOGY TRIAL!

BAD AXE

128 W. Huron Ave., Suite G

$1,200

WE ARE A PARTICIPATING

AUDIONET

HEARING PROVIDER

SANDUSKY

1295 Parker St. 119 E. Sanilac Ave.

4011 24th Ave.

Free

In-Office
Hearing Aid
Repair

MARINE CITY

FORT GRATIOT

CARO

Coupon

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

210 S. 1st St.

LAPEER

429 State St., Suite 100

Coupon

10

WARNING SIGNS OF HEARING LOSS

HARBOR BEACH

Coupon

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Free

Hearing
Examination!
Offer expires 12-31-17. Does not apply
to previous purchases. No other
discounts apply.

RETIRED SCHOOL AND
STATE EMPLOYEES:

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE UP
TO $2,500 TOWARD HEARING AIDS!

By Rita MacDonald,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I don't have a normal 9-to-5 job. I don't sit behind a desk, put on heels, or don gorgeous jewelry to match the day's outfit. I'm an RN, and
every time I punch the clock in my most-of-the-time ironed scrubs, my day is full, sometimes with what seems like monotonous tasks, and at
other times a series of unexpected emergencies – and often, both! And there are days when I wonder why I ever left my 9-to-5 job!
World War II veterans, teachers, policemen, grandmas, musicians, widows, homeless dads and Holocaust survivors are just some of the
people I have had the privilege to care for in some of their most vulnerable moments in life. Once, I even cared for a woman who was an olive jar packer! Most
of my patients have more history than they do futures, and I have the privilege of donning what I now call my "school shoes" and collecting as much of their
wisdom as I can. And, the older I get, the more I realize how very little I know – so I collect that wisdom in a small journal I keep in my locker. Over the past
couple of work days, I've found myself thumbing through its pages, but when it fell off the top shelf and right into the bag that I carry to work, I just knew it was
time to share some of it.
Some of it is funny; some of it profoundly thoughtful. The following thoughts are answers to the question I often ask my patients, "If you could share just one
nugget of wisdom for this 50-something-year-old, what would it be?" Most times, they know just what they'd share and immediately let it roll right off their
tongues. Other times, it causes them to ponder for a while – and that's not always a bad thing. When you're nearing the end of your life, perhaps pondering is
the wisest thing one can spend time doing. I'm glad to suggest they do just that... And I'm also thankful I get to ponder their wisdom, even years later. Here are
a few of the nuggets I've collected...

"Money can't buy you health or more time. You're still going to die, and you're not taking a penny with you." – Arthur
"Don't be so offended. Get over yourself." – Tony | "Just be nice. It's really not that difficult." – Rebecca | "Call your mother and father." – Rosemary
"Never look down your nose at someone. You're no better than they are." – Harry | "If you feel like you're supposed to call someone, don't wait." – Maryanne
"In this life, you'll meet some swell people. When you do, tell them they're swell." – Matthew | "Family is everything." – Janice | "It feels really good to say you're sorry." – Tim
"Be an encourager every time you open your mouth." – Norma | "People only know what you tell them. Don't tell them all your business." – Emma | “Pass that chocolate cake!" – Rosie ;)
"Slow down. When you go through life 100-miles-an-hour, you miss out on the most precious moments and people. And you cannot throw your life into reverse." – Andrew
In a few minutes, I'll put on my school shoes, head to the hospital, and meet my patients for the day. If they are awake, hopefully I'll get to collect some newer
nuggets of wisdom. Meanwhile, here's some from me to you: Get yourself some school shoes. It doesn't matter if they are nursing shoes, construction boots,
high-heeled pumps or combat boots. The hours you work don't matter. The number of miles you drive there doesn't matter. What you do for a living doesn't
matter. We all come across people during the day who have more history than future. Make eye contact, put your phone down and look into their eyes. Ask
them to share a life lesson they've learned. You just might walk away in those shoes a wee bit wiser.
"Is not wisdom found among the aged?
Now, I've got to go lace up my own school shoes. And yes, I think I'll have that slice of chocolate cake too!
Does not long life bring understanding?" – Job 12:12

Page 6		
Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com

to learn about a magical event!

1

On this day
in 1862,
President Abraham
Lincoln gives the
State of the Union
address to the 37th
Congress.

On this day
in 1992, a
test engineer for
Sema Group sends
the world’s first text
message, using a
personal computer
and the Vodafone
network.

4

On this day
in 1874, the
U.S. brigantine Marie
Celeste is found
adrift and deserted
with its cargo intact,
in the Atlantic Ocean
between the Azores
and Portugal.

5

On this day
in 1792,
George Washington
is re-elected as
U.S. president.

6

On this day in
1877, Thomas
A. Edison makes the
first sound recording
when he recites
“Mary had a Little
Lamb” into his
phonograph
machine.

7

On this day
in 1941,
Japanese planes
raid Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, in a surprise
attack, bringing the
U.S. into WWII.

2

On this day
in 1901,
King Camp Gillette
begins selling safety
razor blades.

On this day in
8 1942,
Albert Kahn, 9
architect of Detroit,
dies at 73 years old.

On this day
in 1950,
President Harry
Truman bans U.S.
exports to
Communist China.
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this day
22 inOn1966,
23
the

On this day
in 1830,
American poet,
Emily Dickinson is
born in Amherst,
Massachusetts.

On this day
in 2012, 17
people are killed and
70 are injured by a
blast in a market in
the Khyber Agency,
Pakistan.

24

On this day
in 1970, Walt

Disney’s The Aristocats
is released.

31

On this day
in 1879, the
cornerstone is laid
for Honolulu’s Iolani
Palace, the only
royal palace in the
United States.

On this day
in 1951, Joe
DiMaggio announces
his retirement from
baseball.

On this day
in 1874,
Jesse James and his
gang take
a train at
gunpoint
in
Muncie,
Kansas.

25

On this day
in 1651,
the General Court
of Boston levies a
five shilling fine on
anyone caught
“observing any such
day as Christmas.”

On this day
in 1961,
Martin Luther King
Jr. and 700
demonstrators are
arrested in Albany,
Georgia.

On this day in
1959, reputed
to be the last Civil
War veteran, Walter
Williams, dies at 117
in Houston.

26

On this day
in 1917, as a
wartime measure,
President Woodrow
Wilson places railroads
under government
control, with Secretary
of War William McAdoo
as director general.

On this day
in 1985,
France sues the
United States over
the discovery of an
AIDS serum.

On this day
in 2007,
Queen Elizabeth II
becomes the oldest
monarch in the
history of the UK;
previously, that
honor belonged to
Queen Victoria.

27

On this day
in 1939,
a series of vicious
earthquakes takes
11,000 lives in
Turkey.

On this day
in 1913,
Greece formally
takes possession of
Crete.

On this day
in 1945,
General George S.
Patton dies at the
age of 60 after being
injured in a car
accident.

On this day
in 1863,
Romania’s mountain
railway, from Anina
to Oravita, opens.

United States
announces the
allocation of 900,000
tons of grain to fight
the famine in India.

day
28 Oninthis
29
1612,

Neptune is observed
and recorded for the
first time
by Galileo
as a
“fixed
star”.

On this day
in 1921,
Sears Roebuck
president Julius
Rosenwald pledges
$20 million of his
personal fortune to
help Sears through
hard times.

16

On this day
in 1998, the
United States
launches a missile
attack on Iraq for
failing to comply
with United Nations’
weapons inspectors.
On this day
in 1974, the
B-1 bomber makes
its first successful
test
flight.

30

On this day
in 2006,
Saddam Hussein,
former Iraq dictator,
is executed by
hanging for crimes
committed against
his own people
during his rule.

WHAT HAPPENED ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY?
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DON’T LET

In Childhood's
Happy Hours

MICE
INSIDE THIS

Submitted By Gerald Nyquist, ThumbPrint News Contributer

WINTER!

Christmas Season

1924

"The poems and accompanying photos, all from 1924, feature three
sisters: Eileen, Geraldine and Lucille (my mother). Lucille was seven
years of age at the time the photos were shot. Eileen and Geraldine were
born in New Haven, Macomb County. Lucille was born in New Baltimore,
Macomb County. I was named Gerald after my Aunt Geraldine because I
was born on the day of her wedding, December 28, 1940.
"The girl’s parents were Frances and Adolph Reiter. Adolph, for a time,
ran the interurban railroad power house in New Baltimore, during which
time the family lived at 35955 Main Street in that city. The setting for the
poems and photos is their subsequent residence at 4695 Lenox Street on
the east side of Detroit. (Later, they farmed on Walker Road in Sanilac
County and retired to a home in Port Sanilac.) Their Lenox Street nextdoor neighbor shot photos of the girls at play and wrote the corresponding
poems. Unfortunately, his identity is lost to history."
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Editor’s note: Gerald has given ThumbPrint News the right to publish
these poems and photos. We will be printing them each month until we run
out! However, they will not necessarily be used in the order in which they
were written.
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18,887*

LOW MILES

FORD FUSION
SEL / LEATHER
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LIMITED FWD
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OUR PRE-OWNED SELECTION IS ONE OF THE LARGEST IN MICHIGAN

1200 S. CARNEY DR. HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm | TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm | SAT. 10am-2pm
ST. CLAIR, MI 48079 Visit Us Online at BillMacDonaldFord.net

Oil Change Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off Battery Test
Filter Check Most Cars up to 5 qts.

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/17

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

with Additional Pothole Inspection

-

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/17

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/17

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/17
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Today’s Best Music

Centennial Pines Tree Farm
Family Owned and Operated Since 1846

OPEN Saturday & Sunday Only 10am - 5pm • 11/24/17 to 12/23/17

FREE

Shaking • Wrapping • Drilling
Wagon Rides Available

Cut Your Own Tree

ANY SIZE UNDER $50
810.384.6662
Check us out on Facebook!
2775
2775 Bricker
Bricker Road
Road •• Goodells,
Goodells, MI
MI 48027
48027
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(Lapeer Rd.)
Rd.)
Turn
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the cemetery,
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railroad tracks.
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to read online anytime!

December 2017

name of Nicholas. He was born in modern day Turkey
and was known for his compassion, especially with
children and women. In addition to the saint giving away all of his riches to those
who were less fortunate, one well-known story perfectly illustrates the nature of
the beloved man. Three sisters were about to be sold into slavery by their father,
when St. Nicholas saved them by paying their father in gold, which granted them
their freedom. Tales such as this caused his popularity to spread like wildfire and
he quickly became known as the patron saint of the needy. While it is believed
that this man is the original inspiration behind the Santa we wait for every
Christmas Eve, it is said that he looked nothing like the chubby, bearded man
we see everywhere during the winter months. Legend has it that Saint Nicholas
passed away on December 6, but the exact year is lost to time – the day of his
death came to be known as a lucky day, which was often celebrated with a feast.
Early in the 11th century, Italian sailors allegedly stole the remains of Saint
Nicholas and brought them to Italy, which spread his popularity throughout Europe.
From the year 1200 to about 1500, Saint Nicholas was recognized as the supplier
of gifts, but as the Protestant Reformation took hold in Europe, nearly all saints
were pushed out of the spotlight and into the shadows. As a result, the gift giving
was transferred to baby Jesus, but because his size made the job of carrying all
the toys problematic, a helper was assigned to do the heavy lifting. Many of these
assistants were
modeled to
resemble Saint
Nicholas, but
were said to be
scary looking
in order to
intimidate kids
so they behaved
or suffered the
consequences of
being whipped
or kidnapped.
I n t h e 1 7 th
c e n t u r y, t h e
tradition of Saint
Nicholas made
its way to the
United States,
which
was
brought over by
Dutch immigrants, who referred to him as Sinter Klaas – Sinter Klaas is the
shortened form of Saint Nikolaas, which is Saint Nicholas in Dutch. The signature
outfit was still not set in stone – one way he was depicted was in a wide-brimmed
hat, yellow stockings and a blue hat with three corners. The Dutch that settled
in Pennsylvania had similar tales, but the figure was referred to as Belsnickle
or Kris Kringle. He traveled the land giving gifts to the children who were well
behaved and punishing those who weren’t by spanking them. Although the
holiday traditions made the long journey to the New World, it wasn’t welcomed
with open arms by everyone. While it was said to be ignored in New England,
other places in the country held celebrations that were said to resemble drunken
Roman festivals – the emphasis on the gift-giving aspect of the holiday didn’t
hold the same amount of importance it once did.
In New York during the early 1800s, a man named John Pintard, who was
a member of the New York Historical Society, handed out wooden engravings
depicting Saint Nicholas surrounded by toys and stockings. Popularity in the figure
continued to increase, and a few years later Washington Irving helped further
spread word of the holiday patron. In 1809, Irving mentioned Saint Nicholas in
his book The History of New York, referring to him as the patron saint of New
York. A little more than a decade later, advertising for the Christmas holiday
began appearing in storefronts, which soon got newspapers involved by making a
special section for holiday sales. In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore penned a poem
titled An Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas, which was originally intended
only for his children’s enjoyment. In the story, which eventually got published,
Clarke portrayed the Santa Claus we know today for the first time as a jolly

HISTORY OF SANTA
Continued from Page 1
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elf who was led by reindeer to
deliver presents to the children
by slipping down their chimney.
Cartoonist Thomas Nast added
onto Clarke’s imagery when his
drawing appeared in Harper’s
Weekly, revealing a chubby man
with a white beard carrying a
large bag of toys – Nast added
many elements to Santa we
still observe today, such as his
red suit trimmed with white
fur, Mrs. Claus,
his elf helpers
and his home
at the North
Pole. Once the
imagery of Saint
Nicholas was
firmly rooted
in A m e r i c a n
society, it made
its way back to
Europe, where
it replaced the
scary looking gift
giver previously
accepted.
In the early 1890s, another American tradition began, which is still practiced
during the holiday season to this day. The organization known as the Salvation
Army was having trouble collecting enough money to supply food to the needy,
and after searching for a resolution to their problem, Santa Claus was able to save
the day. During their early years of this practice, the association originally used
men who were unemployed to dress up in a bright red suit and a big white
beard to collect donations on the streets of New York. Today the Salvation
Army uses volunteers, and instead of tracking down donations, they wait
outside stores ringing their well-known bells throughout the country.
While the look of old Saint Nick had been standardized for many years before
Coca-Cola began using his likeness in their advertisements, the company
has undoubtedly popularized the icon. Illustrator Haddon Sundblom isn’t
responsible for the first Santa depiction for the company, which first appeared
in the 1920s, but his long run with Coke first started in 1931, and today much
of his work is the most sought after by collectors. Sundblom was in charge of
the holiday marketing from 1931 until 1964, when he produced his last piece
depicting Santa Claus – his work appeared everywhere from billboards and
magazines to dolls and calendars. Today, Coca-Cola still heavily uses the jolly
man in red to promote their beverages, and while they can’t necessarily take
credit for creating the modern Saint Nicholas, they undoubtedly influenced
his popularity throughout the country.
If you are interested in seeing the evolution of not only Santa, but nearly
everything involved with
the history of Christmas
celebrations, mark your
calendars to visit the 14th
Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk. The
tour through the one-of-a-kind
log cabin in Algonac begins
December 8, and is scheduled
for 12 days total throughout
the month of December. Since
the first Christmas Walk in
2004 with over 30 decorated
trees, the 14th Annual History
of the Christmas Tree Walk

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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now boasts over 200 trees on display all inside the log home. Visit online at
www.thechristmaswalk.com or call (810) 794-2300 for more information.
(Additionally see ad on page 17 of this issue.)

The following
images are
from the
14th History of
the Christmas
Tree Walk
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Call before Dec. 31, 2017!

Thank you

Small Openings

to all our
Buyers & Sellers

Winter Home
Exclusions
Available
from ABC

for trusting us
with your
real estate
transactions.

Allow Pests In and Heat Out

Specialist in Energy Efficient, Custom Modular & Site-Built Homes

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
Y
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
OR
T
S
• One Contractor from
OW

• Fire Restoration Services

T

“To Be or Not to Be” is not the only question!
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FREEPIK.COM

CELEBRITY

DONATIONS

Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

This time of year, another question we hear is:

1,

Autograph

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
It is often said that the cooler weather will bring a cooler real estate market. While
in the past this trend has been true, 2017 has proven a new pattern of market activity.
For much of 2017, the housing market has remained in favor of sellers. Home sale
prices have continued to rise and nearly half of all moderately priced homes have had
offers accepted within 10 days of hitting the market. The sales prices of homes has
increased steadily, due to the high demand and limited supply of homes available.
Per Realtor.com, for-sale housing inventory is down 9% compared to September
2016. However, homes in the luxury market are not seeing as much luck. Homes
above $500,000 are staying on the marker longer, due to a low buyer demand.
With mortgage rates remaining favorable and unemployment low, Michigan
continues to be a popular place to live and work. Once again, Detroit has made the
top 10 Hottest Real Estate Markets for September.
The economy should end the year with continued positive momentum. As
anticipated, the Fed kept the fed funds' rate stable at its October 31/November 1
meeting. Following that meeting, reports indicated that 60% of analysts predict there
will be a hike in the rate on December 13.
Mortgage rates are expected to continue at favorable levels. While many market
analysts had expected rates to rise during 2017, they actually fell in many months.
In November, 30-year mortgage interest rates in Michigan were in the 3.75% range,
continuing at historically low levels.
All signs point to a strong 2018 in the Michigan economy and housing markets.

United Construction

Start to Finish
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MARKET MATTERS

freepik.com

810-794-5678

Eileen Simons

TOLL FREE: 888-501-7085 X108
DIRECT: 586-260-9806

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!

Submitted by Dyle Henning

Lapeer County MSU Extension 4-H

In preparing for its Friday, April 6, 2018, annual Celebrity Autographed Items Auction, the Lapeer
County 4-H Youth Program is seeking donations from the public of autographs of famous people.
Autographs can be of all types of well-known people on any type of item, for example
autographs on books, sports stars on balls, movie stars on photographs. With questions or to
make a donation, call the Lapeer County MSU Extension office at (810) 667-0341 or email
msue.lapeer@county.msu.edu. Anyone interested in attending this autographs auction can
contact 4-H to be put on a mailing list for event details.

“Should we keep our house that’s for sale on the market – or – should we take
it off the market during the holidays and the winter months?”
There are good points on both sides.
Preparing for family and visiting out-of-town guests, for special events, parties, and
dinners may all make showings inconvenient.
We recommend, however, that our sellers stay on the market through the season and
winter months.
1. Buyers are looking year-round.
2. They may be motivated by relocation time concerns.
3. Buyers tend to be more serious at this time of year. They have to be serious to
look at houses in the cold and snow! The “tire kickers” and the “I’m in no hurry to
decide buyers” stay home.
4. Many buyers will have vacation and holiday time, with long weekends and days
off to give them time for their home search.
5. Since a lot of sellers do take their homes off the market at this time of year, the
inventory is smaller and your home will stand out as one of fewer choices.
6. Finally, homes decorated for the holidays (if not too cluttered) have a warmth and
family-friendly feeling that is appealing to many buyers.
All in all, if well-planned, the holiday and cold weather
seasons can be a successful marketing time for you. Contact
your realtor – he or she can be an invaluable source of hints,
tips and suggestions.
Have a safe and joyous holiday season.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors℠ serving Macomb, St. Clair and
Oakland Counties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell
Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655 or
dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com/drop-location-list
for a full list of where to pick up your next copy of ThumbPrint News!

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews
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Joe - Fix - It
Retired Plumber/Contractor
with 35 years experience

Contractor quality,
handyman prices.

Senior Discounts!
OFFICE 810-990-8372 CELL 586-506-2057

ANCHOR BAY SCUBA
Scuba Lessons Make A
Great Christmas Gift!
8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023

586-725-1991
anchorbayscuba.com
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Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
rist & G if t s

Earn PETAL
POINTS!
1 Petal for every $10 spent

Merry
10 Petals = $10
Christmas! Wedding Specialist off your next purchase
Dish Gardens • Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

freepik.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

FREEPIK.COM

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

ABC
810-794-5678
Home &
Commercial
Services

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

STOP

bED BUGS
FROM
C R AW L I N g
INTO YOUR
BED
Licensed and Insured
abcbees.com ~ abcbees@comcast.net

SINCE

1946

PRODUCTS

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

Serving St. Clair County since 1999

• Crushed
Concrete
• Fill Dirt
• Limestone
• Mulch
• Gravel

E

KINDE, MI

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

Specializing in Stone Driveways

&

L

Trucking

Smiths Creek, MI

•
•
•
•
•
•

Peastone
Sand
Topsoil
Rock
10A
Stone
(Septic Stone)

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured - MDOT Drug Tested

Emil Bandurowicz, Owner

810-650-8160

call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

have your business seen by Thousands of readers!
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(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF AUTO
PARTS. Make REICHLE your FIRST CALL for OEM

Replacement auto parts. Fenders, hoods, doors,
trans, motors, patch panels and much more. Open
Mon. - Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697 or
(810) 858-1371.

Wanted to Buy

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

Ed Bickley

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors
(586) 725-7107

Merry
Christmas

Fax (586) 725-7112

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA
SIGNS. Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call
or text Steve at (248) 245-7845.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will
travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.
MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED. DEAD
or ALIVE – cash waiting! Email richmondcycle@
frontier.com or call (586) 727-3697.

Tile Work

TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new installation

for backsplash, floors and bathrooms. Re-caulking
showers and tubs. HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For
estimate call Rick at (810) 599-4630.

Help Wanted

HOME HEALTH CARE, Macomb and St. Clair

Counties. 20 years experience and references. HHA,
CMA, CPR. Light housekeeping, meals and bathing.
Hourly and some overnights. Call Lorenza at
(586) 944-9722 for rate of pay.

HOPE SENIOR APARTMENTS,
30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

MIKE’S Hauling

SAVE K ,
BAC
YOUR NDS
E
WEEK
AND
DS
FRIEN

586-531-3103

IF
YOU D
O
WANT N’T
IT
WE’LL
HAUL
IT

part-time maintenance for senior apartments.
Retirees welcome. 210 West Drahner, Oxford,
Michigan. Call (248) 628-7676

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697
or email richmondcycle@frontier.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for
banks and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your home.
(586) 759-3700. www.aarocompanies.com.

GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE / FLOOD
DAMAGE, PROPERTY CLEARING AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates starting

at $472 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet,
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 648-6168.

General

PHEASANT HUNTING, looking for a place to

hunt? Give us a call at (989) 843-6576. Janks
Pheasants in Mayville.
PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69. Call Judy
at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC,

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

For Sale
CONDO FOR SALE. Condominium, on the

water. 3-bedroom, 2.5 bath, basement and carport.
23 Mile Rd. and Jefferson. $95,000. Call Phil at
(313) 808-9344.

HOUSE FOR SALE. Algonac,cottage-type house.
Needs some work, but priced right at $39,900.
Immediate occupancy. Call Phil at Lee Realty at
(313) 808-9344.
TOTALLY REMODELED, 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath,
Ranch, 2-car attached garage. 120' x 100' corner
lot. Near Au Sable River and downtown Oscoda.
In the heart of all summer and winter activities.
$79,900 by owner, call (586) 872-7200.
TWO ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILES AND
TRAILER. 2001 ZR - 800 EFI, 2-cyclinder and

new battery. 2003 Firecat - 700 EFI. Both like new.
2-Place Inline covered trailer, good condition with
new tires. Call (810) 648-4165.

REDUCED BY $30,000! FOR SALE! YOU
FINISH – BRICK HOME, prime Macomb

Twp. many renovations completed. Situated on
(+/-) 2 acres, private park setting, woodburning
fireplace, drawings available for 4th bedroom and
3rd bathroom. You install (new, already purchased):
cherry kitchen cabinets, lifetime flooring, upscale
bathroom vanities (2), interior/exterior doors, trims,
etc. Reduced by $30,000 to $139,900 firm for
quick sale. Call (586) 306-9440.

All days of the week available - full and part-time.
Foxfire Fixin's, one of the fastest growing restaurants
in Marine City, is now seeking to add more waitresses
and bartenders to its staff.
Must be 18 or over.

For more information call (810) 614-8034.
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10% off Full-Year

Since 1993

SUPER MAINTENANCE PLAN!*

HEATING &
Commercial & Residential
COOLING, INC. Immediate Service

within 4 hours or
less in most cases!

$200 off Installations
on new equipment*
Financing
Available

On Call and After Hours
Emergency Service

1-800-770-9903

1-586-727-7753
www.superiorheatcoolgeo.com

00

8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI 48063
*Not to be combined with other offers.

Creating Bright Smiles through Quality Care in a Friendly Atmosphere!

K. Donald Jackson, DDS
25+ Years of Experience

Call for an appointment today!
Introductory Offer for New Patients!

.

Specialized Full Service
Same Day Emergency Care
General Dentistry
Exclusively Mercury-Free Fillings
Braces for Adults & Children
Cosmetic Dentistry
Oral Implants
Laser Dentistry
Headache & TMJ Treatment
Sleep Apnea & Snoring Treatment

Teeth Whitening

After recommended
treatment is
complete

FREE

(You Save
$360)

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 12/31/17

Introductory Offer for New Patients!

Initial Exam & X-Rays
$
00 (You$180)Save

50

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 12/31/17

Braces for Adults & Children

Call 810-329-7440 FREE
1980 Fred Moore Highway
St. Clair, MI 48079

(You Save
$475)

Workup & Consultation

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person.

Expires 12/31/17

HELP THE BIG GUY

KEEP HIS SUIT CLEAN!
Call now to have our trained
professionals come out to
sweep your chimney system.

ABC

1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus,

110

$

Home & Commercial Services
freepik.com

A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

“You are only as strong as your purpose, therefore choose
reasons to act that are big, bold, and eternal.”
					
– Barry Munro
Wouldn’t it be great if we could all just make a few long brushstrokes and instantly
change all those things about ourselves and our lives that we want to improve? Most of
the time though, it seems like all the transitions we would like to bring about require too
much thought, time and energy. Quite often, more than we feel we can spare. So instead of
change becoming a positive catalyst – it becomes an overwhelming and negative obstacle.
However, there is a more subtle way to bring change into our lives, and yet still reach those
lofty goals that we desire … and that is through a process known as Kaizen (a Japanese
word, pronounced kie-zen).
Kaizen is an ancient philosophy rooted in the power of increments, applied as small
steps toward improvement, or small moments toward inspiration. These small steps can be
used solely for the single incremental gain, or collectively toward a larger purpose. While
it is mainly known and utilized as a worldwide manufacturing improvement methodology,
Robert Maurer, in his book, One Small Step Can Change Your Life: The Kaizen Way, has
many interesting thoughts I’d like to share. The basic premise of Kaizen has untapped
potential for use in our personal lives. Since growth is a necessity to reach our possibilities,
both as individuals and as intimate partners, and this development is predicated upon
change – change then becomes a most vital ingredient in our growth journey. But change
can be scary, although it doesn’t have to be that way.
Part of the reason we resist change lies in the physiology of our brain, specifically in
our fight-or-flight response. When our higher brain (cortex) sets a course for change,
the amygdala portion of the lower brain sets off an alarm letting you know that you are
departing from your usual safe routines. This trigger of fear is what makes change (at least
initially) so uncomfortable and frightening. This is where the Kaizen philosophy comes
into play. The bigger the change, the more our cortex becomes constricted and overtaken
by our primeval fears. However, when these changes are small, the amygdala is bypassed,
allowing the higher thoughts of the cortex to flow freely, without fear – giving creativity
and purpose more room to thrive. Essentially, Kaizen enables you to fly under the radar
of fear. And with continuation, your brain will actually develop new neural pathways for
transforming these small actions into habits built toward change.
Starting a Kaizen journey is easy. Just pick any area you want to improve. Don’t worry
about determining where you want to begin. What counts is that you start (you can always
adjust as you go). Make the steps so small, that you just cannot fail! Instead of worrying
about a vigorous exercise routine, walk in place for a minute a day. Hate diet plans? Eat just
one bite less per meal. Your relationship is struggling and feels like too much work? Create
just two daily moments – one for (re)noticing a good trait in your partner, and then another
for giving them a sincere compliment. These are all small ways to plant seeds of positive
thought that will create positive momentum in the direction you seek.
Another trick to help bring about the changes we desire is by asking ourselves small
questions. Small questions invite curiosity and playfulness. Large questions can trigger fear
and bring on the weight of burden. They can also shutdown or limit our access to the cortex,
our thinking part of the brain. This is where one of our brain’s strengths – the ability to go
into a lockdown and protective mode – becomes a hindrance. However, when we ask small
and placid questions, we keep the fight-or-flight response in the off position. “What can I
do in thirty minutes a week to spend on my favorite hobby?” “What can my wife and I do
just once a month to re-ignite a romantic and passionate flame?” “What night of the week
works best to reconnect with Nature and spend just five minutes looking at the starry and
moonlit sky?” Besides creating more pleasurable moments, these softer questions allow our
brain to focus more on problem solving, consciously and subconsciously. By asking these
questions over and over, our brain stores them, mulls them over, and eventually will come
up with some interesting and useful responses. All that can lead to actions on our part to
help bring about their reality.
Remember, there are all kinds of ways and clues that can nudge you on just where to
begin:
■ What is it that you know you should be doing, but that you just keep putting off?
■ Paying closer attention to that feeling in your gut that is telling you that you need to be
doing something different(ly).
■ What are those long lost sparks and interests that would now help you reconnect and
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rekindle your inner child?
■ Getting a mental broom out and sweeping the dust off those pavers leading to your
higher divine purpose. Just what is it that you and time have allowed to be covered up and
forgotten?
■ Looking deeply within your partner’s eyes and seeing once again the forgotten heart
and soul of your relationship….
Don’t let the fear of change stop you from big dreams, high goals and happy and
rewarding relationship. Lofty visions can be achieved not just through leaps and bounds,
but by small incremental steps as well. Create a curve so gradual that you don’t realize you
are changing direction. Whether it’s a short path, a long passage or being the change you
want to see in the world … it all begins with a single step. For this New Year, don’t diminish
your resolution, just change the approach! I wish the warmest holiday to you and yours.
Thanks for reading! If you would like more information or have any questions or
comments, please email me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will take a further look at how the principles of Kaizen can
improve your relationship and your life.

The Best Gifts Sparkle and Shine!
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Certified Diamonds
Many shapes and sizes to choose from. Mountings and
Semi-mountings in Platinum, White and Yellow Golds.

Diamonds Certified by GIA and EGL USA.

Extraordinary Discounts On
Nearly Everything in the Store
Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
I happened to be in a restaurant in Lapeer and picked up a copy of the October, 2017
ThumbPrint News. I really just picked it up as something to occupy my time while enjoying
lunch.
After reading a couple articles, I found the paper to be informative and enjoyable. I
especially found the article by William Easton, “Polar Bear Expedition”, relevant and
accurate. My wife’s grandfather was in the Polar Bears (NREF), and so we’ve had some
education into the unit and their actions during (well, after) WWI.
I also found the article about Keith and Brett (I read in the article that they are your sons)
about their travels to Cuba to be an honest and informative read...well, done.
I’ll look for your paper in future months and if I get out to Marine City at some point,
I’ll have to stop into Foxfire Fixin’s. I pulled up the menu and it looks like my kind of fun
food place.
Nice job. I very much enjoyed my first copy of ThumbPrint News.
David Hendry

After all these years ... it’s still Maloof

Gift Cards
Available in any
Denomination

Free Gift
Wrapping of
Select Purchases
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If you’re planning on dinner before or after the

*Dinner is not included with the Ch

&
7200 River Road, Marine City, MI 48039

See Our Full Menu at

www.foxfirefixins.com

Treat your friends, family and holiday guests to our unique, unusual and
eclectic gathering place. We‚re always servin‚ up FUN FOOD, making us a
great place for your celebrations and get-togethers. Large groups welcome.
Reservations recommended. You can bring your own cake and table
decorations at no extra charge, or enjoy one of our homemade desserts.

HOMEMADE DESSERTS

ORDER YOUR

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL 2PM

SUN
7AM - 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM

Gift Certificates
make great gifts!

nt

u
Available in Any Amo
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

MON - THURS
7:30AM - 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM

“

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS:

Celebrate New Year ‚ s Eve
with us in true redneck style!
Call now for details and
to make your reservations!

810-765-9255

10

S
PIE

HOLIDAY PIES

by Dec. 18

th

Mad
Scr e from
atc
h!

Apple Crumb - $18.99 · Butter milk - $14.99
Pumpkin - $16.99 · Pecan - $27.99
Apple - $17.99
$5.00 Deposit for Pie Pans (Refunded upon return of pan)

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

FRIKITCHEN
7:30AM
- 11PM
CLOSES AT 10PM

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

SAT
7AM - 11PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM
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e Walk, make reservations at Foxfire Fixin’s!*

hristmast Walk ticket purchase.

&

14th Annual

History of the

Algonac, MI

Christmas Tree Walk
8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI

Each night from
5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

December 8, 9, 10, 11 ~ 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 ~ 21, 22, 23

Shuttle runs every 10-15 min. and the last shuttle leaves for the home at 8:00 p.m. Self-Guided Walking Tour Takes Approximately One Hour.

For More
Information: 810-794-2300 www.TheChristmasWalk.com
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR
$
Under 2 Free
(810)
794-2300
15/adult ~ $8/child (ages
2-15)

OR SAVE TIME AND PRE-ORDER FOR WILL CALL
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1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-4535
Pharmacy: 810-329-4613

facebook.com/NeimansFamilyMarket

neimansfamilymarket.com

Stop by to check out the
progress on our improvements!

Your Delicious Holiday Dinner
Starts Right Here at
Neiman’s Family Market!

Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm
Sat. & Sun. 9am - 2pm
(810) 329-4613
Fill 10 prescriptions
with us and receive a
$10 Neiman’s Family
Market Gift Card.

We Deliver!
Neiman’s Family

ACY
PHARM
ARD!
C
PUNCH

very
FREE derliiptions
c
for pres hin a
wit
adius.
10 mile rrnext
$5 fo
dius.
10 mile ra

Pharmacy

Alpena: 989.356.2191
St. Clair: 810.329.4613

Call for more details.

OUR NEW
PROGRAM
IS WAITING
FOR YOU!
picture courtesy of huffington post

POWERED BY:

HAVE A STRESS-FREE HOLIDAY WITH
HELP FROM OUR FULL-SERVICE DELI

Thumbs Up
To Seniors
MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly
answered question # 48.
Be the first to correctly answer
question # 49 and you could
win a J. Clary collector print!

Question #48

How fast was Gar Wood
traveling when he broke
the world speed record
on water in 1932?

Answer to #48:
124.91 mph

Maritime Trivia
Question #49

What were the names of
Gar Wood’s mascots?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

YOUR Ad here!
Be Seen by over 100,000
potential customers!
Call
(810) 794-2300
to learn
more!

HURON MOUNTAIN CLUB STORY

During the late 1800s through the early 1900s, nearly and Massachusetts. The section of property is located
all of Michigan’s immaculate forests were stripped of in the Huron Mountains on the shore of Lake Superior,
their valuable lumber and left barren. Amazingly, one and contains at least six inland lakes and even a large
large tract of land still holds remains of the state’s old waterfall that isn’t listed on any maps. An outline for
growth trees that rarely survived the logging era – the memberships was created, which was originally set
only problem is the vast majority of people will never at a maximum of 100 members. During the first few
see this land in person.
decades of the club’s history,
Despite
efforts
from
many people began to drop
investors to buy up all the
out and the limit was lowered
land throughout the state
to 50 full members allowed to
which held natural resources
build a cabin on the property.
of value, 40 miles northwest
Even at the beginning of the
of the city of Marquette lies
organization’s
formation,
a private club, which owns
having the means to purchase
approximately 26,000 acres
shares didn’t grant them an
of unmolested forest. The
invitation – the memberships
secret society was formed in
were very exclusive and
1889, when 12 men organized
were filled with wealthy
the guidelines for the club,
industrialists and inventors.
Old postcard of the Huron Mountain Club
and it was proposed to transform
Even those people who had a
the land into an exclusive hunting and fishing resort great deal of power, such as the likes of the automobile
with lakes and streams constantly stocked with fish. magnate Henry Ford, weren’t guaranteed a spot in
Within the first year of the Huron Mountain Club’s the Huron Mountain Club. Some of the well-known
existence, five members constructed cabins within the members at the time included Frederick Miller of Miller
club’s boundaries, a number which doubled within Brewing Company and Cyrus McCormick, who was
the next three years. The clubhouse was completed by the founder of International Harvester. Unfortunately
May 1, 1893, for a total of $2,313, at which time the for Ford, he was placed on a waiting list and there was
membership totaled 93. The majority of members were no telling how many years he would remain there – a
from Michigan, but a handful of the founders were great deal of conspiracy theories started to surround
from as far away as Chicago, New York, Milwaukee the organization shortly after Ford expressed interest
See SECRET SOCIETY Page 22

Dec 4 Mon Turkeyville Christmas ()Special Daytrip $74
Dec 6 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Dec 11 Mon Firekeepers (pkg $25)Daytrip $32
Dec 12 Tue Motor City Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Dec 13 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Dec 18 Mon Soaring Eagle Brenda Lee ()Daytrip $32
Dec 26 Tue- Dec 27 Kewadin (Upto $50 pkg)Overnight $99
Dec 27 Wed Greektown Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Jan 7 Sun- Jan 8 Little River ()Overnight $110
Jan 10 Wed Greektown (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Jan 16 Tue Firekeepers (pkg $25)Daytrip $32
Jan 17 Wed Motorcity Casino (pkg $30)Daytrip $27
Jan 24 Wed Greektown Casino ()Daytrip $27
Jan 25 Thu Soaring Eagle ()Daytrip $32
Jan 27 Sat VALOR Greektown ()Group Daytrip $40
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WTraditions
orthwhile

By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Columnist

My husband, Robert, and I have a rule
that if you do the same thing three times
each time you visit a favorite place or
celebrate a holiday, that means the activity
qualifies as a tradition. For instance, when
we go up north, there is a tiny restaurant
that serves the best pancakes. During
fall colors, to us, nothing is better than an
afternoon at Hy’s Cider Mill.
The thing about traditions is that even
though we look forward to doing them,
sometimes the effort (and traffic!) cause
us to turn back. That decision to retreat
almost always immediately causes a heavy
pit in our stomach (named regret) because
we missed out on something we were
looking forward to.
So, there is a price to pay for keeping
traditions going, and that price can be
pretty expensive in December. But,
it’s not the bill you're thinking about; it
doesn’t get paid with a check. Your back
pays this bill.
Lugging up the boxes of Christmas
ornaments is a chore – no way around
it. First of all, 99 percent of the time the
boxes of Christmas ornaments are never
on the same level as the Christmas tree.

This means a lot of stair climbing right after
you crawled through a closet, a basement
corner or as my sister used to do, through
an attic with cobwebs still there from last
Christmas.
But if we didn’t do that leg work, then we
wouldn’t get to see old, and I mean really
old family ornaments, in my case “Grammy
ornaments”, or Santa’s made from paper
mache from when we were kids, or that
cross your own child made for you a few
years ago. We only get to see these precious
things for a month each year. If we didn’t
put in the work to bring them to light, then
our trees would be, well, less.
Then there is the Christmas dinner. I’m
one of those people who try every year
to set a holiday dinner table that would
impress Martha Stewart. Since she’s never
responded to any of my invitations, I’ll
never know for sure, but I press on. It is no
exaggeration when I tell you I spend a good
chunk of time on my tablet researching
Pintrest for ideas, ironing linens, and if the
budget permits, some fresh, seasonable
flowers. You know how it goes, within
30 minutes everybody has finished their
dinner and retreated to the great room. But
without the tablecloth framing the food and
the muted candlelight setting the mood, it
might as well be an average dinner in March
and not one of the holiest nights of the year.
And let’s pay homage to this beast; is
there any other more painful Christmas

DO YOU OR A LOVED
ONE STRUGGLE ON
THE STAIRS?
A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

ü
ü
ü

Arthritis and COPD sufferers
Those with mobility issues
Anyone who struggles on
the stairs
The first and only stairlift in the world
to earn the Ease of Use Commendation
from the Arthritis Foundation.

*
SAVE $250 AND
RECEIVE YOUR FREE
INFO KIT WITH DVD!

1-866-263-8020
*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not
valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift
directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please
mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK
50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA
HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

to read online anytime!

tradition that putting up the lights?
Forget about putting them up; what about
untangling them? Doing just that can cause
drama even to those perfect families on
some of those HGTV and Food Network
shows. But, what about that moment when
everybody lines up on the sidewalk after
dark for the big reveal. What if that moment
never happened? Christmas without lights
– I don’t think so. What are we going to
do? Drive around with hot chocolate in a
thermos and a bag of cookies to look at dark
houses?
So yes, we need extra gas in our tanks
every December. But the payoff of talking
about those who first hung the antique

December 2017
Christmas ornaments, a beautiful dinner
table, a present with a bow that took a
little longer to make and yes, a beautifully
bright house, is ours for the keeping. All
those traditions add up to memories. And
in the end, those memories are worth the
work and frustration because they are just
that important. Without those traditions,
December would be, well, February, and
our hearts wouldn’t be nearly as full. So,
stock up on the Advil, slap on some BenGay
and put on your most comfortable shoes. In
the end, we wouldn’t have done it any other
way.
You can reach Patricia by emailing her at
pckubic@gmail.com.

Monday - Saturday: 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

POOL & SPA
ars ~ Licensed and Insu
re d
44 Ye

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

Luxury
Bath

Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

EXPERIENCE THE
DIFFERENCE
CUSTOM
REMODELNG OPTIONS:

• SimplyPure ™ Bathtubs
• SimplyPure™ Shower Pans
• Walk-in Tubs
• Barrier-Free Showers
• Tub to Shower Conversions
• Complete Shower Remodeling
• Whirlpool & Soaker Tubs

WE CAN TAKE YOUR
BATHROOM FROM

OUTDATED
to
OUTSTANDING
ALL IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY!
No Payments for
12 Months
with approved credit

HOLIDAY
DESIGN
SPECIAL

50%
OFF LABOR
MUST PRESENT
COUPON.
EXCLUDES
PRIOR ORDERS.
EXP. 12/31/17

ALLOW YOUR LUXURY BATH® DESIGN CONSULTANT TO HELP YOU CREATE
YOUR PERFECT ESCAPE! WITH OUR ENDLESS OPTIONS AND DISTINCTIVE
DESIGNS, YOUR CHOICES ARE UNLIMITED!

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810-385-1700
1-800-ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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Hospice Care Available for Various Life-Limiting Illnesses
Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaison, Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

Many people believe hospice care is only appropriate for cancer
patients who no longer benefit from chemotherapy and radiation
treatments. This is not the case.
While hospice is certainly helpful for these patients and their
families, it can also offer comfort and support to individuals faced
with other life-limiting illnesses. The Medicare hospice benefit is
available to patients diagnosed with incurable cardiac disease, renal
or liver disease, respiratory ailments, as well as Alzheimer’s and
dementia. Any person with a medical condition resulting in a life
expectancy of six months or less is eligible to consider hospice as an
option. Remember, however, that some individuals receive care for
more than six months, if their physician certifies that the services are
still necessary.
Deciding on hospice does not mean “giving up”. In fact, patients
take control of their future and focus on quality of life, rather than
the quantity of time that remains. They choose to be kept comfortable
and free of distressing symptoms when a cure is no longer possible.
Despite a common misperception, hospice care does not hasten the
dying process, nor does it postpose what naturally occurs as a disease
progresses.
In a time of rising healthcare costs, hospice is surprisingly affordable.
Most patients receive services with no out of pocket expenses at all.
Medicare, Medicaid and the Veteran’s Benefits cover 100% of the
cost for hospice care. Many commercial insurance plans include some
type of hospice coverage as well, but the deductibles and co-pay may
vary. Hospice agencies are expected to provide care to all individuals,
regardless of their ability to pay. Relief of pain and suffering is a
basic human right and should be made available to anyone in need.
I am available to answer specific questions or provide more detailed
information. Feel free to call Grace Hospice at (810) 294-8580.
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Editor's note:
The content of
this article is for
informational
purposes only
and is not
intended to be
legal advice. For
more information
call us at
(810) 294-8580.

ABC

IF YOU SUSPECT BATS
ARE HANGING AROUND
Home & Commercial Services
IN YOUR ATTIC,
CALL NOW.
A multiservice company
that you can trust!
abcbees@comcast.net
abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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SECRET SOCIETY in the HMC. Ford wasn’t keen on waiting for

anything, so he decided to purchase a large
portion of land near the club’s property. He already owned
hundreds of thousands of acres in the Upper Peninsula, most
of which were used for lumber to construct wooden body
parts for his automobiles, but Ford had different intentions
for this new tract of land. A state highway
project began in 1919 to create a road under
the name M-35 to run from Negaunee to L’Anse,
and was laid out very close to the Huron Mountain
Club – apparently too close for the members’ liking.
By 1926, certain sections of the road were completed
in Marquette County, while other sections in Baraga
County were finished five years later. Since the section
around the Huron Mountains was the most difficult
stretch of road to construct, this area was one of the
Portrait of Henry
Ford in 1919
last stretches of road scheduled to be finished.
In order to better his chances of being granted a spot in the exclusive
society, Ford did everything he could to deter construction through the
vicinity of the club. After many years of back and forth, the section of
state highway in the Huron Mountains was finally abandoned, rumored
to be caused when Ford used his immense influence at the time to halt
the state from constructing a road through his property, despite the fact
that the road was laid out prior to him purchasing the land. The road
remained on maps until the end of the 1930s, after which it started
disappearing from some maps. The HMC apparently took notice of the
extensive lengths Ford went to prevent the completion of M-35, and as
a result, he was offered a full membership into the organization shortly
after. Ford wasted no time before building a cabin on his new piece of
property – he hired Albert Kahn, who constructed an estate for $100,000,
which is equivalent to approximately $1.5 million today. After all the
years, M-35 was never linked and it now ends at the club’s entrance
guarded by a security checkpoint.
Similar to Henry Ford’s story, another man by the name of Louis G.
Kaufman also spent a great deal of time trying to acquire a membership
in the HMC – Kaufman wasn’t as lucky as Ford. A man who amassed a
huge fortune in the early 1900s in the banking industry, Kaufman added
to his wealth after marrying the daughter of Otto Young, who was said to
be worth $20,000,000 in 1900. Rumor has it that his family was turned
away from the club because of their heritage, so he decided to make
his own sanctuary in the Upper Peninsula. The house was constructed
on a flat topped hill, known as a granite loma – Kaufman named it just
that with a different spelling, using the first two letters of his first five
children’s names. Their names were Graveraet, Ann, Otto, Louis and
Marie, which became Granot Loma. The residence was built from 1919
until 1923, and was used as a summer cottage for his family on the shore
of Lake Superior. To call it a mansion is an understatement, sitting at
26,000 square feet with more than 35 rooms. The lodge was completed
using Idaho pine from Oregon, and the entire project employed more than
400 workers for quite some time. While the property
wasn’t as big as the holdings of HMC, it was still more
than 5,100 acres with nearly four miles of shoreline
that he didn’t have to share with anyone – aside from
the home, the property also held 16 other buildings,
most of which were for farm use. The garage was no
different from the home in terms of size, built to hold
24 cars, as well as living quarters above it to house
24 male servants. When the residence was finally
finished, it was said to be the most impressive home Louis Graveraet
on Lake Superior, as well as earning the title of being
Kaufman
Continued from Page 19
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the largest log cabin in the world.
If you ask a resident living in the Upper Peninsula, many will
reveal the numerous rumors regarding the HMC, especially stories
about how they or someone they know tried sneaking into the
heavily guarded area – many of which ended up in legal trouble.
While some claim the reason the club is so protective over the
land is because they’re trying to hide something, it seems more
likely they’re more interested in protecting the pristine first growth
forest, crystal clear lakes and rivers, all while enjoying their own piece
of solitude. While it started mainly as a hunting club, today they focus
much more on preservation than sport, but still remain very private, and
members rarely speak to the media. While being granted access to the
property is extremely rare, the HMC does allow a great deal of wildlife
research to be conducted on the
property. Today, the majority
of HMC members are fifth and
sixth generation relatives of
the original founders, and very
seldom does someone receive a
membership without inheriting
it. With the extensive logging
that took place in the state
of Michigan, it is amazing
that the group was able to
keep developers away from
such a vast area, allowing
one of the last sections of
Michigan’s old growth to
thrive for years to come.
Huron Mountains
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“I’m an American. Yes, I Am!”
R eturn P olicies

D uring

the

H olidays

Melanie Duquesnel

‘Tis the season to have happy relatives, but buying gifts for others can sometimes be a
challenge. While we may think our loved one is going to absolutely love that new jacket we
bought them, that may not always be the case. Afraid your gift may not be the correct style or
size? No worries! That’s what gift returns and exchanges are for. While those returns make
many lives much easier during the holidays, some consumers do not realize there are certain
steps you must take before returning or exchanging your item. The return process starts well
before you give your favorite niece that doll you just know she’s going to adore. Here are
some tips to ensure your holiday buying experience is a happy one.
1. Save the receipt. It may seem simple, but many people forget to do this. If you're giving a
gift and you don’t want the recipient to see your entire receipt, you can request a separate
gift receipt for specific items. If you're the gift recipient, but you’re not sure whether or not
you’re going to return/exchange your item, save the receipt somewhere safe, but that can be
easily remembered. Some retailers will give you store credit if you lose your receipt, while
others will require proof of purchase before agreeing to any exchanges.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16TH IS
NATIONAL WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY
A DAY CITIZENS ACROSS THE COUNTRY GATHER
TO REMEMBER OUR FALLEN, HONOR THOSE
WHO SERVE, AND TEACH YOUNGER
GENERATIONS THE VALUE OF FREEDOM

Join us at St. Clair County
Allied Veterans Cemetery
at 12pm to lay wreaths
on the headstones of
our Hometown Heroes and
recognize their service.

SPONSOR A WREATH
BY CONTACTING LISA FOUNTAIN AT

810-841-5472
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
WREATHSACROSSAMERICA.ORG 810-989-6945

2. Pay attention to the store’s return policy. Return policies for clearance or holiday
merchandise may differ from merchandise sold at full price. Every store has its own policy
and consumers should understand it before expecting a full refund. Remember to do the
same for returns on merchandise purchased online. If your gift was purchased online, you
may have to pay a return shipping fee, or may not be refunded for your initial shipping
payment. Sometimes merchandise can be returned to a store instead, but you still may not
be refunded for the cost of shipping.
3. Keep the original packaging. If you’re unsure whether or not you are going to keep your
gift, make sure you keep the wrapping that your item came in. This goes for tags as well.
Make sure you keep all tags on your clothing until after you’ve tried them on and decided
whether or not it’s going back to the store. If you open your item and accidently damage the
original packaging, you are jeopardizing your chances of getting a full return. According to
USA Today, if the original packaging is damaged or missing, some stores offer store credit,
but will charge you a re-stocking fee. Some stores also charge a small fee if you return an
item with a damaged or missing user’s manual.
4. Do not return used items. Having second thoughts about a pair of boots you've already
worn once? Unless the product is defective, used or worn items are usually a return no-no,
meaning they are non-refundable. Some stores have a more tolerant policy and let you
exchange your lightly used items if you’re unhappy with it, but you will not get a full
refund. This is definitely one of those times you’ll want to check the store’s return policy.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and
promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
WATERS OFF THE COAST OF JAPAN
(Nov. 1, 2017) – Aviation Structural
Mechanic (Safety Equipment) 2nd Class
Alex Krakosky, left, from Dallas, and
Aviation Structural Mechanic (Safety
Equipment) 3rd Class Christopher Actis,
from St. Clair, Michigan, remove corrosion
from the cockpit of an F/A-18F Super
Hornet, attached to Strike Fighter Squadron
(VFA) 102, in the hangar bay of the Navy's
forward-deployed aircraft carrier, USS
Ronald Reagan (CVN 76). Ronald Reagan,
the flagship of Carrier Strike Group 5,
provides a combat-ready force that
protects and defends the collective
maritime interests of its allies and partners
in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 3rd Class James Ku)
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810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049
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WINTER
CLEANING GUTTER
S
GOING ON PECIALS
NOW!

Heavy winter rains are coming. Freezing rain
creates ice and debris build-up, which can
cause gutter and roof damage!

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place for
our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website www.
thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On
December 16, 2017, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly
winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our November contest, we asked our readers to identify what
the object pictured to the right was and for what it was used. Of
all of those submitting the correct answer, Janet Satchfield of Clay,
Michigan, was randomly chosen to be entered into the year-end
drawing. Janet identified that the object is the egg of a shark.
According to listverse.com: “Most sharks and skates lay strangely
shaped eggs, sometimes called a ‘mermaid’s purse.’ These consist of an egg case in
a thin capsule made of collagen. They often are square or rectangular with stringy or
pointy corner horns, but can come in a variety of odd shapes. A few sharks, such as
the Port Jackson shark, have helical egg cases which are secured into the sand like
drill bits. Shark eggs can wash up on the beach and are often hand-sized, although
the largest recorded was over 2m long. Female sharks lay
fertilized eggs onto the sea floor, where they stay until they
hatch, not needing any more attention from their mother. Some
shark eggs contain several baby sharks, which cannibalize each
other before hatching to ensure that only the strongest baby
survives.”
For our December contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the object pictured to the left is. Remember, go
to our website www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the
answer. Good luck!
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

The voice box or larynx is a collection of cartilage flaps or
laryngeal folds (also called the arytenoid cartilage) that sit in the
back of the throat over the entrance to the trachea or wind pipe
which leads to the lungs. Muscles are attached to the larynx
allowing it to open when breathing and to close when eating
and drinking to protect the lungs. Laryngeal paralysis is a
common condition that develops in older, large breed dogs such as Labrador Retrievers and
Golden Retrievers. It is rare, but laryngeal paralysis can occur as a hereditary condition in
puppies. In these puppies, signs will usually be seen by two to six
months of age. Breeds affected by the hereditary form of laryngeal
paralysis include the Dalmatian, Bouvier des Flandres, Siberian
Husky and English Bulldog. Laryngeal paralysis can also be the
result of damage to the nerves and/or muscles of the larynx due to a
bite wound or trauma. Sometimes laryngeal paralysis is associated
Normal Larynx
with low thyroid hormone in the body (hypothyroidism).
Dogs with laryngeal paralysis are noisy when breathing in,
particularly when panting. In early stages of the disease, owners
may miss the abnormal sounds. As the disease progresses, the dogs
may fatigue easier, develop a horse bark, and cough or gag when
eating and drinking. These symptoms are generally worse in hot
Larynx with Paralysis and humid weather, during heavy exercise and in obese pets. This
condition may become so severe that your dog may not be able to take in sufficient air,
making it a life-threatening situation. In these cases, you need to seek emergency treatment.
Laryngeal paralysis is often suspected based on physical examination. The increased
sounds when breathing in can usually be heard on physical examination. To confirm the
suspicion, an exam of the larynx under sedation is necessary. Under sedation, the mouth is
opened and the larynx is observed. You will be able to easily tell if the folds of the larynx
are opening and closing as the patient breathes in and out.
Treatment for laryngeal paralysis is geared towards making breathing easier for your dog.
Dogs that are not severely affected may be managed conservatively, involving moderation
in exercise (especially when it is hot and humid outside), weight loss and possibly antiinflammatory and/or anti-anxiety medications to reduce laryngeal swelling and slow down
any panting. Emergency treatment, when indicated, consists of calming the patient and
supplying adequate oxygen. Many times they need to be placed in an oxygen cage. If their
body temperature is high, measures need to be taken to slowly lower the temperature.
Once the patient is stabilized, surgery is often the next step. The surgery called a “laryngeal
tie-back” procedure involves putting one or more permanent sutures in place to hold the
laryngeal cartilage open so that adequate air can pass through. The surgery is usually only
done on one side of the larynx, which provides adequate airflow with less risk of aspiration
of food and water into the lungs after the surgery. Coughing can be expected after surgery,
typically after eating and drinking. Once recovered from surgery, the only restriction is
swimming, which can put your dog at risk for not only aspiration, but drowning. Most dogs
with proper management will do very well after surgery.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at
2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other petrelated questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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By David(for
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time)

brothers. All returned from this greatest
of wars, some with battle scars, but all
alive.
What has been most interesting to me
as I explored the military service of my
two great, great-grandfathers is that they
never knew each other, both fought in the
Battle of the Wilderness, and both rest in
local cemeteries less than 30 miles apart.
The odds of both making it through this
battle were not great.
History records the ugliness of the
Wilderness during the Civil War. It was
an area of heavy undergrowth, thick
forests and many creeks. It probably
wasn’t a very pleasant place during
peaceful times, let alone during a fight to
the finish among men.
The Union and Confederate armies
came against each other in this most
dismal of places three times during
the war. The army from the South was
victorious in the first confrontation, but
experienced a major loss of troops. The
second contest was a stalemate, but with a
substantial loss of soldiers for both sides.
Stories tell of large numbers of wounded
men being burned alive as the dry thickets
were on fire. The final encounter was
at Mine Run and produced very little
fighting and no conclusive results.
At war’s end, many of Michigan’s
soldiers returned to their towns and
villages, some in the Thumb area.
Regrettably, more than 13,000 never
came back. Over four thousand were
killed as a result of the battles, while
another 9,000-plus died of disease in their
camps, prisons or hospitals.
One of my great, great-grandfathers
was only 15 years of age and still in school
when he enlisted in the infantry. The
other left farming and became a cavalry
enlistee later to be shot off his horse twice
during the same battle. Both returned to
their families in St. Clair County.
It is with these two ancestors that I, in
the vignettes I mentioned before, mentally
attempt to place myself. I can’t image
what it might have been like fighting a
war at the age of an average high school
freshman today. It’s even more difficult
for me to think about being knocked from
a horse by a fired bullet and returning to
the horse – twice. These are two of my
heroes. I didn’t know them, but I know of
them very well. And, from time to time,
I visit them – one in Hillside Cemetery in
St. Clair and the other resting in Memphis’
cemetery.
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As an amateur genealogist, I find
myself searching for new stories and
reviewing those I have already found
about my ancestors. These are the people
that, through their life experiences, have
contributed to who and what I am.
The branches of my family tree extend
back hundreds of years and each limb
offers a peek at what life was really like
during various times in history. When
I have found enough information, I
occasionally create a mental vignette and
try to place myself in those brief sketches
of a time gone by. I guess that’s the child
that still exists within my mind.
One of the most interesting and
intriguing periods of time in my ancestral
journeys was during our nation’s Civil
War. I’ve written in the past about
members of my family who were
engaged in this greatest and bloodiest war
we have ever fought. It appears that even
after more than 150 years, some are still
fighting that battle today. Possibly, there
is no final victory.
My studies have often caused me to
ponder why this horrid struggle filled
with intense sorrow was tagged “civil.”
Perhaps, at its beginning, there was a
feeling of defending the private rights
of individuals. Civil can also relate
to citizens and, certainly, the war was
among citizens – even members of
extended families. Regardless of what
or why it happened, Michigan was one of
first states to quickly fill the ranks of those
marching off to battle the Rebels.
Records indicate that Michigan offered
its entire militia of 28 companies for Union
service. Until the war began, its military
forces were somewhat neglected and had
less than 1,500 officers and enlisted men.
At the announcement of war, however,
large numbers of volunteers came forth
to fill the first state regiments traveling to
the battle lines in the south. Many joined
to ideologically preserve the Union, while
others simply found excitement in the
fight.
The geographical Thumb, like many
other regions of the state, provided
enlistees at an almost feverish pace
as the storm of war commenced. The
new recruits enthusiastically quit their
jobs, left school and emptied farms in a
demonstration of patriotism and loyalty to
country. Among them were my maternal
great, great-grandfather Peter Patterson
and my paternal great, great grandfather
Byron Montney, along with his four
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United States in hopes of starting a new
life. In order to make traveling to the new
country easier, Edmonds dressed as a boy,
which also helped her find employment.
When Edmonds made it to America,
she found a job selling Bibles in
Connecticut, often traveling to various
places for work. Although it is not known
exactly when, at some point Edmonds
moved to Michigan and settled in Flint
in the early 1860s, continuing to work as
a traveling book salesman. Shortly after
her move, the call for all able bodies to
serve in the Civil War was announced to
the public, and because Sarah felt very
strongly about slavery and freedom for
all, she wanted to serve, even though
she had only been living in the country
for a short time. The biggest issue she
faced was the majority of the time only
males served in the armed forces during
this time in history. For most people, the
desire to aid the war effort on the front
line would end right there, but not Sarah;
she would use her past experiences to
overcome the obstacle. She chopped
off her hair, bought a man’s suit to give
herself a masculine appearance and
created the alias Frank Thompson – it’s
interesting to note that the first book she
ever owned was called Fanny Campbell,
the Female Pirate Captain: A Tale of the
Revolution, which is a story about a girl
who disguises herself as a sailor to save
the love of her life.
With the appearance of a
man, she attempted to enlist
in the army under her alias.
Although some sources
differ in the number of times
she attempted to enlist, it is
generally agreed that she
was turned down during her
first attempt because she
was too short. Disappointed
but still determined, Union
recruits eventually returned
to Flint, and when they did,
she was right back in line
to join the fight – this time
First Battle of Bull Run, chromolithograph by Kurz & Allison
they were not as selective
as prior visits. When asked why she was continued her duties, carrying countless
so dedicated to the cause, she explained bodies off the battlefield on a stretcher for
it was not my intention, or desire, to hours in the pouring rain.
seek my own personal ease and comfort
Research shows, she continued her
while so much sorrow and distress work as a nurse and mail carrier until
filled the land. When she applied to the one certain assignment caused a setback.
Army, a mandatory medical examination It was while taking part in the Battle of
was required, but luckily for her it was Second Manassas or Second Battle of
essentially just a check to make sure her Bull Run as a messenger on August 29,
limbs worked, which is why they didn’t 1862. While riding her horse through
discover she was female. Finally in the the battlefield, she was thrown into a
spring of 1861, Frank was accepted into ditch after her horse was killed, which
the Second Michigan Infantry as a male resulted in her suffering a broken leg and

internal injuries – she was forced to ride her first assignment was what were
a mule back to camp and those injuries known as Quaker guns, which were logs
caused health issues for the rest of her painted black to resemble cannons the
life. A few months later on December Confederates used to keep their enemy at
11, she was back serving during the bay. The following day she was assigned
Battle of Fredericksburg for Colonel to a picket position, which required
Orlando Poe. Although her regiment her to be far enough away from camp
didn’t see much action, Thompson was to watch for a possible invasion – this
constantly relaying messages between allowed her to escape back to the Union
the front lines and Union headquarters. camp undetected and reveal her findings.
Around this time, it is believed that After she returned, Private Thompson
she was approached about conducting continued her work as a male nurse in the
undercover missions, though no official Army hospitals for a short time.
records were kept for this type of work at
Two months after her first mission,
that time. Later in her life, she explained she was preparing to sneak back across
there were two events during her time in enemy lines once again, but because
service that led her to want to become a she fled last time in her Cuff disguise,
spy for the Union. An agent in Virginia she needed a new guise. She decided
was working for General McClellan to be Bridget O’Shea, an overweight
when he was captured by the Confederate Irish peddler. She entered Confederate
Army and executed by firing squad – the territory under the false pretense that she
other one involved one of Sarah’s friends was trying to sell baked goods. After she
from Canada, who was an officer in the collected the vital information, she fled
Army. She went to visit him, but when the camp, not only with the knowledge
she arrived, she discovered his funeral she was sent to collect, but also with a
was just beginning.
beautiful horse she named Rebel. While
Private Thompson’s first spy mission Thompson was fleeing the scene, she was
required her to dress as an African chased down by Confederate soldiers and
American man named Cuff in order to was injured in the arm trying to escape,
sneak into a Confederate camp. She but was still able to allude the enemy.
darkened her skin with either coal or Eventually, battles slowed down in the
silver nitrate and wore a black wig – section of the state they were stationed, so
once she arrived at the site, she was her regiment was moved to Shenandoah
assigned to help fellow slaves with Valley, Virginia, where Sarah continued
chores. The second day her hands were to do her recon work. On one particular
severely blistered from the
previous day’s work, so she
convinced a fellow slave
to switch jobs with her.
Thompson found herself
working in the kitchen,
where she learned a great
deal of vital information
about the Confederates, such
as the size of their army,
what weapons they had and
the overall morale of the
troops. One of the greatest
Example of what Edmonds snuck into during a spy mission
discoveries she made on

FR

nurse. Sarah was sent to Washington,
D.C., along with the rest of her unit for
training, and once that was completed,
they headed south to Virginia under
command of General McClellan.
One of the first major events Edmonds
took part in was the Battle of First
Manassas, which is also known as the
First Battle of Bull Run. While she didn’t
fight in the bloody encounter, Private
Thompson remained until it was over
to care for the wounded – her military
career almost ended there as she narrowly
avoided being captured by the enemy. She
continued to work in hospitals as a nurse
until sometime in 1862, when she was
assigned to the position of mail carrier
for her regiment. While the job may seem
menial, it required trips exceeding 100
miles at times through enemy territory,
making it a very dangerous assignment.
In March of 1862, as part of General
McClellan’s
Peninsula
Campaign,
Edmonds and her comrades were sent
to another area in Virginia, where they
took part in the Siege of Yorktown from
April 5 until May 4. The day after that
battle concluded, Edmonds once again
found herself under heavy fire when her
regiment became involved in the Battle of
Williamsburg. During this conflict, Sarah
was forced to retrieve a musket from the
ground and fight for her life alongside the
other soldiers, despite the fact that her job
was to care for the wounded. Following
the encounter, Private Thompson
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mission in August of 1862, she was
undercover as a slave working in the
laundry section of a camp – as she was
cleaning out an officer’s coat, a packet of
papers fell out of the pocket. She quickly
collected the documents and delivered
them back to her officers, much to their
delight. One of her final assignments was
in Louisville, Kentucky, where she was
sent as a man named Charles Mayberry,
who sympathized with the South’s efforts.
Her main objective was to discover the
Confederate’s spy organization, which
she was able to do undetected and
return safely. While there is no official
record, it is generally accepted that while
undercover, Edmonds completed at
least 11 spy missions all while keeping
her affiliation and gender secret – these
assignments were later revealed in her
personal memoir.
Following her career as a spy, she went
back to working rigorous hours in military
hospitals under the command of General
Grant. It was around this time that Private
Thompson’s life started to crumble from
beneath her. Sarah contracted malaria, but
because she was a woman impersonating
a man in the Army, she couldn’t admit
herself to a military hospital for fear
of being found out – she applied for
furlough, but was denied. After putting

(810) 794-5678 to get a potty for your party!

a great deal of thought into her situation,
she decided that she had no other choice
but to disappear. Once again able to be a
woman, she checked herself into a hospital
for treatment. She planned on returning
to her unit when she recovered, that was
until she discovered wanted posters for
deserters of the military, which included
the name Private Frank Thompson. If she
was caught, chances are she would’ve
been shot. Once she healed from the
disease, she decided to buy a train ticket
to Washington, D.C., where she worked
as a nurse for wounded military members
under her actual name.
After the war concluded, Sarah
published a well received memoir of
her experience in the Army, donating
the money made from book sales to the
war relief. Shortly after she finished
the novel, Sarah returned to her home
country of Canada, where she met a
man named Linus Seelye. On April 27,
1867, the couple wed and eventually had
three children – unfortunately none of
their kids made it into adulthood. Later
in life, the couple adopted two sons,
and after spending some more time in
Canada, the family relocated to Kansas,
then Ohio, and back to Michigan before
finally settling in Texas. Even after many
years of being out of the Army, Sarah

couldn’t get the fact that
Private Frank Thompson
was still listed as a deserter.
She went to work to clear
her aliases’ name, sending
several letters to her
comrades for support, as
well as to her commanding
officers explaining the
situation. Although they
were shocked when the
news was first revealed,
they all spoke very highly
of the great things she did
both as a nurse and as a spy for the Union
Army. After a long battle stretched out
over nearly a decade, she was awarded
a pension of $12 a month in 1884, by
President Chester A. Arthur. With help
from her fellow soldiers, the title of
deserter was finally erased from Private
Frank Thompson’s name and he was
given an honorable discharge in 1886.
When the news of Private Thompson’s
identity was revealed, the story was the
cover story by nearly every newspaper
throughout the country.
In 1897, Sarah became the only
woman member to ever be admitted
into the Grand Army of the Republic.
Sarah Emma Edmonds Seeyle passed
away on September 5, 1898, originally
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buried in Indiana at Morgan Cemetery.
Her friends and fellow veterans at the
George B. McClellan GAR requested her
body be moved, and on Memorial Day in
1901, she was laid to rest in Washington
Cemetery in Houston, Texas, with full
military honors. Nearly a century after
she passed away, she was inducted into
the Military Intelligence Corps Hall of
Fame in Huachuca, Arizona, in July of
1988. It is believed that approximately
400 women were able to enlist in the
Army on either side during the Civil War
– what makes Sarah’s story so unique was
she was able to impersonate numerous
aliases, all the while impersonating a man
while serving in the military for multiple
years.
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calendar of activities and events

If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2017. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes
necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that
were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead
for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - December 3 & 16
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd., 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. on
December 3 and 7:00 p.m. – 10:30
p.m. on December 16. Bring finger
foods and friends! Cancellations on
WLEW and WMIC radio. December
3 will be our Christmas party, with a
catered dinner at 1:00 p.m., followed
by dancing from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00
p.m. $6 for dinner and/or dance.
Sign-up is necessary 10 days prior to
dance. Entertainment by The Natural
Tones. On December 16, it will be
a dance only. Admission is $6 and
entertainment by Melody Magic.
For more information call Jerry
at (989) 269-6348.

Ubly - December 13
2017 Thumb Ag Day, Ubly Heights
Country Club, 2409 E. Atwater Rd.,
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Exhibits and
educational programs. Optional
lunch is $10 per person; admission is
otherwise free. For more information
call your local MSU Extension office –
in Huron County (989) 269-9949,
in Sanilac County (810) 648-2515 or
in Tuscola County (989) 672-3870.

Lapeer

Lapeer - December 1 - 20
Christmas Trees for Sale,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St. Sales begin November
22. For more information email Kathy
at americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer - December 5
Spaghetti Dinner, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 per
person, $6 for seniors, $4 for ages 4

- 7, under 4 free. Public welcome. All
proceeds go towards Lapeer District
Schools scholarship fund. For more
information call (810) 664-9312 or
email americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer - December 12
Taco Night, American Legion Post
16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. For more information
call (810) 664-9312 or email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Macomb

Memphis - December 1, 8 & 15
Euchre, Merrick Potter American
Legion Post 556, 34330 Bordman
Rd., doors open at 6:30 p.m.; games
start at 7:00 p.m. $10 buy-in. Cash
prizes. Free refreshments. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

Romeo - December 1& 2
Starlight Christmas, Simpson

Park Camp Meeting Grounds,
70199 Campground Rd. Take a
horse-drawn wagon or walking tour
through the luminaria-lit paths of our
Victorian-era village. Invite family,
friends and your church groups to
come and enjoy the living nativity.
Marvel at the walk-through collection
of villages displayed; warm up with
cider and cookies and sing along
with the carolers in the Tabernacle.
For additional information visit
bit.ly/simpsonparkcamp.

Romeo - December 2
Romeo Historical Society's
Christmas Home Tour, 2:00

p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Self-guided tour
of six Romeo area homes that are
decorated for the holiday season.
Tickets are available at Two Romeo
Girls, 227 N. Main, Town Hall
Antiques, 205 N. Main, or may be
purchased the day of the tour at First
Congressional Church, 102 Church
St., from 1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Cash
or check only. Tickets are $25. For
more information call (586) 752-4111.

New Baltimore - December 3
Flea Market/Vendor/Craft Show,
VFW Hall, 35011 23 Mile Rd., 9:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. An 8-ft. table can
be rented for $10 - no reservation
needed. Set up begins at 8:00 a.m.
Free admission to shop. For more
information call Michelle at
(586) 725-7100.

Memphis - December
6, 13, 20 & 27
Bingo, Merrick Potter American

Legion Post 566, 34330 Bordman Rd.,
doors open at 5:30 p.m.; games start
at 6:30 p.m. Cash prizes. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

Washington Twp. - December
6, 13 & 20
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke
(between 26 Mile Rd. and West),
8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 1st three visits
are free. For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Harrison Twp. - December 7
Simply Dickens Christmas
Concert, Thomas Welsh Activity

Center, Lake St. Clair Metropark,
31300 Metro Pkwy. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. with a social hour, light
refreshments and fiddle and dulcimer
music by Tim and Christine Irwin.
Simply Dickens concert begins at
7:30 p.m. Tickets $10 in advance,
$12 at the door. A period-dressed
quartet of trained vocalists and
musicians that specialize in the music
of the 18th and 19th centuries and Old
World Christmas carols. For more
information call (586) 201-2834.

Washington - December 9
Victorian Christmas Tea, Octagon
House, 57500 Van Dyke, noon.
Reservations required and must be
made by December 2. A four-course
tea will be served. You will have
ample time to self-tour the house
decorated for Christmas. Cost is
$22 per person. Call (586) 781-0084
to make reservations or for more
information.

Washington - December 10
Santa Sunday, Octagon House,

57500 Van Dyke, noon – 4:00 p.m.
Cost $5. Come early to self-tour the
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house and participate in crafts as
you wait for the arrival of Santa at
2:00 p.m. For more information call
(586) 781-0084.

Romeo - December 15
Starkweather Arts Center
Annual Holiday Concert, Masonic

Temple, 231 N. Main St., 7:30 p.m.
Admission is $10; $8 for Starkweather
members. Features classical guitarist
William Russell. Proceeds go to
support the Starkweather Arts Center
and Romeo Masonic Lodge 41. For
more information call (586) 752-5700
or visit Starkweatherarts.com.

Memphis - December 17
Polka Christmas Party, Merrick

Potter American Legion Post 566,
34330 Bordman Rd., 2:00 p.m. – 6:00
p.m. Brew and snacks. Music by Ted
Pavlik and Melody Makers. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

Oakland

Troy - December
1, 2, 3, 8, 9 & 10
Nativity - Experience It Live!,

Woodside Bible Church, Troy
Campus, 6600 Rochester Rd.
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., with groups
beginning the journey every 5
minutes. Come journey with us,
back 2000 years, and you will see
the greatest story of all time unfold.
You can stroll through Bethlehem
and visit our animal petting area
and marketplace. Admission is free,
but you must reserve your spot!
Visit woodsidebible.org/nativity for
more information and to make your
reservations now! You can also
contact lifeimpact@woodsidebible.org
or (248) 879-8533.

Hazel Park - December 5
Project Blue Light, St. Justin

Church, 1600 E. Evelyn, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for this annual event as we
honor and pay tribute to our law
enforcement officers and firefighters
who have given their lives in the
performance of their duty, and support
those who continue to patrol our
streets and protect our communities
this holiday season. This is a public
event open to all law enforcement
officers, firefighters, first responders,
their families and friends, as well as
members of the communities they
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represent. For additional information
call Debbie at (586) 214-3056.

welcome. Registration requested by
calling (810) 385-8550.

St. Clair

Yale - December 5
11th Annual Recipe Exchange,

Marysville - December 1
Crafts and Games for Seniors,

Marysville Library, 1175 Delaware,
10:00 a.m. Relax and enjoy. Bring a
friend and play Yahtzee or Scrabble,
or create a holiday craft. Games and
crafting supplies are provided. For
more information call (810) 364-9493.

Memphis - December 1
Ukulele Workshop, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 3:00 p.m.
Learn to play the ukulele. Beginners
and experienced players welcome.
Instruments provided. For more
information call (810) 392-2980.

Capac - December 2
Christmas Ornaments, Capac

Library, 111 N. Main, 11:00 a.m.
Come and paint a clay Christmas
scene ornament and take home
the following day to hang on your
Christmas tree. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Kenockee - December 2
Craft and Vendor Show, His

Grace Community Church, 8950
Lapeer Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Tables available at $10 each.
For more information call Linda
at (810) 387-3780.

Marine City - December 2
Marine City Old Newsboys
Fundraiser Craft Show, Marine
City Banquet Hall, 6385 King Rd.,
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. For more
information call George at
(810) 765-8975.

Port Huron - December 2
Jingle Bell Run, YMCA, 1525

3rd St., 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Get
family and friends together and join
hundreds of jolly and spirited runners
as they run along the beautiful St.
Clair River. Please wear your best
red and green - and don't forget the
bells! $30. For more information
call (810) 987-6400 ext. 132.

Algonac - December
4, 11 & 28
Senior Scrabble, Algonac-Clay

Yale Library, 2 Jones St., 1:00 p.m.
Share your favorite recipe and get
new ideas for meals, snacks or
desserts. All participants will receive
a collection of recipes submitted
by patrons and staff. We will have
snacks. Registration requested by
calling (810) 387-2940.

Kimball - December
6, 13 & 20
K of C #9526 Bingo, McGivney

Banquet Center, 4521 Ravenswood
Rd., 6:20 p.m. Doors open two hours
prior to the start of bingo. For more
information call (810) 364-6800.

St. Clair - December
6, 13 & 20
Family Storytime, St. Clair

Library, 310 S. Second St., 10:30
a.m. For children ages 0 - 5 and their
caretakers. Stories, songs and crafts,
with a mix of poems, puppets, finger
plays and movement activities that
promote literacy. For more information
call (810) 329-3951.

Port Huron - December 7
Cards and Ornaments, Port Huron
Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 6:00
p.m. We are making gift cards and
a holiday ornament. Parents must
sign a permission slip. For more
information call (810) 987-7323
ext. 124.

Algonac - December 8, 9, 10, 11,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22 & 23

14th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, shuttle from
8061 Marsh Rd., 5:30 p.m.– 9:00
p.m. (last shuttle leaves for the home
at 8:00 p.m.) Tickets available at the
door: $15 per adult and $8 per child
ages 2 - 15, (under 2 free). View
over 200 decorated trees displayed
inside a 9,500 sq. ft. log home
representing all eras of the history of
Christmas tree decorating. See ad
on page 17 of this issue for photos.
For more information or to purchase
tickets call (810) 794-2300 or visit
TheChristmasWalk.com.

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
Capac - December 9
Cookie Walk, St. Nicholas Catholic

Church Hall, 4331 Capac Rd., 9:00
a.m. Purchase a large tin for $9 and
fill it with your choice of delicious,
homemade Christmas cookies. Come
early for best selection. For more
information call (810) 395-2049.

Fair Haven - December 9
Santa Claus is Coming to Ira,

Ira Township Library, 7013 Meldrum
Rd., 11:00 a.m. Visit with Santa at
the library. Make sure to bring your
camera and your list. For more
information call (586) 725-9081.

Marine City - December 9
19th Annual Holiday Home
Tour, 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The five

featured homes will be decorated
for the holidays, along with a tour of
The Community Pride and Heritage
Museum. St. John's United Church
of Christ will serve as a warming
station with restrooms. Tickets are
$10 and may be purchased at The
Sweet Tooth, Vera Grace Emporium,
Suzanne's Fashions, Parkside
Printing and Pride and Heritage
Museum. For more information or
to reserve your ticket, please call
Caroline at (810) 765-5445 or Lou at
(810) 765-0248.

Kimball - December 11
Dinner and a Movie - It's a
Wonderful Life, Kimball Township

Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 5:00 p.m.
It's not the Christmas season until
you see this movie! And we'll all cry
when George gets his life back; don't
judge. Rated PG (library card must
reflect movie rating). Pizza, drinks, hot
chocolate and candy canes provided.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 982-9171.

Marine City - December 16
Marshmallow Blowguns, Marine

City Library, 300 S. Parker, 1:00
p.m. Make an awesome, simple
blowgun from PVC parts that's perfect
for pummeling your targets with
mini marshmallows. Ages 12 - 18.
Registration is required as supplies
are limited. For more information or to
register call (810) 765-5233.
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Port Huron - December 19
Social Networking Free
Professional Workshop, YMCA,
1525 3rd St., 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Open to the public. This one-hour
presentation covers a variety of
topics that help you succeed in the
real world. Workshops have limited
availability, so pre-registration is
highly encouraged by calling
(810) 987-6400 ext. 132.

Sanilac

Sandusky - December 9
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 6:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m. Everyone welcome
- bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.)
and friends. Catered dinner at 6:00
p.m. Sign-up is necessary for dinner
and cost is $10. Dance follows with
entertainment by The Natural Tones.
For information call Leola at
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at
(810) 404-4250.

Port Sanilac - December 17
Christmas Choral Concert,

Sanilac County Historic Village and
Museum, 228 South Ridge St., 3:00
p.m. Free to the public, but donations
are welcome. For more information
call (810) 622-9946.

Sandusky - December 31
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:30
p.m. – 12:30 a.m. Special New Year's
Eve dinner and dance. Everyone
welcome. Noisemakers, hats and
balloons galore for a fun-filled evening
at the low cost of $10. 7:30 p.m.
potluck (Club provides scalloped
potatoes and fried chicken). For
information call Leola at
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at
(810) 404-4250.

Tuscola
No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

Wayne
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr.,
1:00 p.m. Join us weekly to play
this popular game. Limited to 12
players. All skill levels welcome!
Registration recommended by
calling (810) 794-4471.

Lakeport - December 4
Holiday Floral Design, Burtchville

Township Library, 7097 Second
St., 5:30 p.m. Karen Fisher from
Ullenbruch's Flowers and Gifts will
give a demonstration on basic rules of
holiday floral design. All ages of adults

LOOKING FOR: Annalee Dolls, Hallmark Ornaments, Feather Trees and More!

Call 810-614-8034 and let us know what you have.
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Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com to learn about a magical event!
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HUNTING FOR STUDENT
ART CONTEST ENTRIES

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at

888-530-3426

The picture is Winterthur Museum,
a historic DuPont property in
Winterthur, Delaware, near
Wilmington. I picked up a copy of
your paper in St. Clair in late July while
visiting my friends Mary Ann and
Deuane Martin. It was my second year
attending the boat races. They have a
great party on the river with their
neighbors and have been my best
friends for more years than we care to
count. I enjoyed your paper.

St. Clair County middle school and high school students have
the opportunity again this year to have their artwork judged and
potentially win a little cash at the same time.
Hunter Hospitality House (HHH) is sponsoring its sixth annual
art contest and students are asked to create an “Art with Words” piece, using words to create artistic
images (examples below).
Entries can be drawn, painted or computer-generated. Students can choose the medium, subject
matter, words and paper size of their preference. Entries will be judged on artistic merit, creativity and, very
importantly, the readability of the words.
The back of the drawing MUST include name,
address, phone number, age, grade and school they
attend. Homeschooled students are welcome to enter as
well. Prizes include: 1st Place Prize: $50 Visa Gift Card,
2nd and 3rd Place: $25 Visa Gift Card
One unique aspect of the art contest is that the First Place
artist must be willing to create a larger “Art with Words” piece
for Hunter Hospitality House following the contest. This new
piece of word art will use the names of donors who made
a contribution of $100 or more to HHH in 2017. Hunter
Hospitality House will supply the materials necessary for that
art piece, which will hang inside HHH for guests and volunteers to enjoy.
That art work will also be displayed at HHH’s annual Hope Blooms
fundraising dinner in April, 2018. The winner will receive two free tickets
to Hope Blooms, and will be recognized at the event.
Entries are being accepted through January 8, 2018. Winners will be
notified by phone and every effort will be made to return the artwork.
Entries can be mailed to: HHH Art Contest, 1010 Lincoln Ave.,
Port Huron, MI 48060. Entries should not be delivered to either HHH
location, as that will compromise guests' peace and privacy. If an entry
cannot be mailed, please contact hunterhospitalityhouse@gmail.com
to make other arrangements.
Hunter Hospitality House maintains and manages two bed and
breakfast-type havens, offering respite and free lodging for patients and
families undergoing medical services at McLaren Port Huron Hospital
or Lake Huron Medical Center in Port Huron.

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its
beginning eight years ago. In just that short time, our faithful
readers have taken our paper with them to all fifty of the United
States and to all seven of the continents, photographing
themselves in front of points of interest in those places. It has
been an armchair tour of the world!
Early this year, Barbara Giangrossi of Wilmington, Delaware,
was visiting Michigan and picked up a copy of our paper to take
back to her home state. She sent us the letter and photo seen on
the board to the left.
According to Wikipedia, “Winterthur Museum, Garden and
Library is an American estate and museum in Winterthur,
Delaware. As of 2011, it houses one of the most important
collections of Americana in the United States of America. It was
the former home of Henry Francis du Pont (1880–1969), a
renowned antiques collector and horticulturist. Until recently, it
was known as the Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur Museum.”
If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, please consider
taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and photographing it
with yourself in front of a point of interest for that location.
Please submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) to our email address
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and include a paragraph about
your trip. When your photo or photos appear in the paper, we will
be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please include your
full name and address with your submission. Depending on how
many submissions we have, it may take a few months for yours to
appear, but be assured that we appreciate each and every one.
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

NEW YEAR’S

(810) 794-5678 to clean your carpets!
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FAMILY FEATURES

PARTY PLATES F

or many hosts and hostesses, planning a holiday gathering involves many details and
careful planning of everything from the tablecloths to the dessert plates. Free yourself
from this stress, and focus your attention on creating a holiday menu that includes
plenty of tasty bites, sweet eats and flavorful drinks. Focus on the food and watch all the
details fall into place, making your festive celebration the most memorable event of the year.

Brie with Chilean Grape Salsa & Tortillas

Servings: 4
1 1/2 cups quartered fresh Chilean red seedless grapes
1 small mild red chile pepper (jalapeno), chopped
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice
1 tablespoon honey
		 Pomegranate seeds (optional)
4 ounces wedge Brie cheese
6 (6-inch) flour tortillas
Preheat oven to 350°F.
Combine quartered grapes, chile pepper, lime juice, honey
and pomegranate seeds (if using). Stir well. Keep chilled. Upon standing,
salsa generates delicious grape “juice.”
Cut tortillas into triangles. Place on baking sheet and bake for 8–10
minutes, until brown and crispy. Bake Brie until soft and melted about
5–8 minutes.
Serve grape salsa from bowl or spoon it over top of warm Brie.
For more recipes, visit www.fruitsfromchile.com.
2
1
		
1
2
2
1
2
1/2
1
1
20
		

Grilled Salmon Nachos
with Cilantro Lime Sour Cream
Servings: 4 (or 20 chips)
For more recipes, visit www.gortons.com.

Salted Chocolate Tart with Chip Crust

Apple Pie in a Glass

Servings: 2
12 ounces fresh apple cider
2 cinnamon sticks
2 thin slices fresh ginger root
		 Freshly grated nutmeg
2 teaspoons firmly packed light
		 brown sugar
3 ounces dry sherry
2 ounces apple brandy
Put cider, cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg and brown
sugar in small saucepan over high heat. Bring to
a simmer, then reduce heat to low and cook for 5
minutes.
Remove from heat and divide between two
Irish coffee glasses or mugs. Transfer cinnamon
stick to each. Top each with half the sherry and
brandy. Serve hot. For more recipes, visit www.usapple.org.

tablespoons jerk marinade
package (6.3 ounces) Gorton’s
Classic Grilled Salmon Fillets
fresh mango, diced
tablespoons minced red onion
teaspoons minced jalapeno
teaspoon honey
Salt, to taste
tablespoons fat free sour cream
teaspoon lime zest
teaspoon lime juice
teaspoon fresh chopped cilantro
tortilla chips
Cilantro leaves and lime wedges (for garnish)
Spoon marinade over fillets and cook according to package instructions.
Mix mango, red onion, jalapeno, honey and pinch of salt in medium bowl. Set aside.
Mix sour cream, lime zest, lime juice, cilantro and pinch
of salt in small bowl. Set aside.
Arrange tortilla chips in single layer on platter. Top each chip with mango mixture.
Cut cooked fillets into approximately 20 pieces and place one piece on top of each chip.
Top with lime sour cream and garnish each chip with cilantro leaf. Serve with lime wedges.

Servings: 9-inch tart For more recipes, visit www.kettlebrand.com.
For crust:
For filling:
Remove from oven and set aside to cool.
To make chocolate filling, combine cream and chocolate
1/4
cup
heavy
cream
1 “Sharing Size” bag
chips in medium pot over medium heat; warm cream until
10 ounces semisweet
			 Kettle Brand Chips,
chocolate starts to melt. Whisk both ingredients together
			chocolate chips
			 Sea Salt flavor
until completely smooth. Add eggs, vanilla and salt and
2
large
eggs
5 tablespoons unsalted
continue to whisk until smooth. Pour chocolate filling mixture
1
teaspoon
vanilla
extract
			butter, melted
into cooled tart shell and place back into oven and bake
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
for 22–25 minutes. Remove from oven and let cool for 30
For topping:
minutes.
1 cup heavy cream
To make chocolate ganache topping, heat cream in small
8 ounces bittersweet choc. chips, Flaky sea salt, for garnish
saucepan and add chocolate. Whisk together over medium
heat until mixture is smooth and all chocolate has melted.
To make crust, first preheat oven to 350°F.
Pour mixture over middle of chocolate tart and use
In food processor, pulse potato chips until finely ground. Add melted
offset spatula to spread around evenly.
butter and flour and pulse for 30 seconds to combine.
Let entire tart chill overnight in refrigerator.
Press potato chip crust into bottom and sides of 9-inch
Recipe and image courtesy of Gaby Dalkin,
Dust with flaky sea salt before slicing and serving.
tart pan. Transfer to pre-heated oven and bake for 12 minutes.
author of What’s Gaby Cooking.
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M
PIK.CO
BY FREE

FORT GRATIOT or DOWNTOWN PORT HURON
Each Piece

98

Sold in sets only

Queen Set

798

Pillow Top
Queen Set

298

Full Set .................................. $248
King Set ................................ $595

Queen Mattress

1298

Queen
Foam Set

498

Queen
Plush Set

598

Twin Set................................. $298
Full Set .................................. $448
King Set................................. $899

Twin Set................................. $398
Full Set .................................. $548
King Set................................. $998

Queen Mattress

PLUS A FREE $300
VISA GIFT CARD

1899

SAVE UP TO

$600
ON SELECT SETS

Memory Foam
Full Set .................................. $748
King Set .............................. $1298

Flex Prima
Queen Box Spring ................ $200
Queen Up Base .................... $899

810-385-6530

Queen Box Spring ...............$300
Queen Up Base ...................$899

810-984-4215

