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s the holiday season draws near, most households will notice
a barrage of Christmas cards from friends and family
appearing in their mailboxes. This has long been a tradition in
the United States and throughout the world, but the source of
of the
this American staple actually originates outside of the country.
The emergence of sending cards for the holiday season
through the mail began in the United Kingdom in 1843. A
government employee by the name of Sir Henry Cole, who
was responsible for putting the Public Record Office into
effect – the office that would eventually become the Post
Office – while working as an assistant keeper. During the
early 1800s, sending mail was something only the wealthy
were able to do because of the extensive labor that was
required
to get a piece of mail to its final destination.
By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer This eventually started to change around the 1840s, when
and Field Reporter
railroads began dotting the landscape, making the effort
to deliver packages much less labor intensive – this new form of transportation
gave birth to the Penny Post, allowing people to send mail for just one cent.
Cole, along with his artisan friend John Horsley, sat down together and
designed the first Christmas card. There were only about 1,000 copies
printed, which were sold for one shilling each (equal to about eight cents
today); these original cards are worth
thousands of dollars today. The card
consisted of three sections, the inside
depicted a family enjoying a holiday
dinner, while the outer two panels
portrayed good Samaritans caring
for the needy. Due to the fact that a
child was being handed a glass of
wine, their card did receive some
backlash. This prompted other
people to begin making their own
Christmas cards. In reality, these
were seemingly copies of Horsley’s
original design. Beginning in the
1843
in
second
half of the 1800s, printing technology
rd
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Insurance since 1929

See CHRISTMAS CARD Page 14
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Industrial

Nickel & Saph, Inc.
Known by the companies we keep.

(586) 463-4573

(800) 657-7373

stephenjr@nickelsaph.com
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers online and is distributed to
prime locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest
writers, or articles not written by our
staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News
at your home, send us $2.00 (per
issue) for shipping and handling and
we’ll mail a copy to you, or check our
website for drop locations in your area.

In the November edition of ThumbPrint
News on page 8, the caption below the
photograph on the bottom left had the
incorrect year listed. It should have read
"Martin's bike from the 1984 Tour de France
Féminin (contributed by Turbo Jams - Flicker).

Editor’s note: This month we have a Guest Editor, William L. Ginzel Jr., from Yale, Michigan, who submitted the following to us after our search for readers who
would like to be a guest editor for a month. All of the opinions expressed in a guest editor’s submission may or may not be the same as those of ThumbPrint News’
staff members.
~Diane Kodet

First, thank you for the wonderful job you and your staff do.
I thoroughly enjoy reading your publication each month and
learning the history of the area, information and comments. I
have an editorial contribution to make, after seeing your request
for Guest Editors.
I wanted to bring to light something that has been jumping
out at me when I hear it: the misuse of the word "democracy".
I hear it all the time, by former presidents, news media and in
classrooms. They all refer to the United States as a democracy,
which we are not. If we were, then the popular vote would have
elected Hillary Clinton as president. This misuse got me thinking
about the “Pledge of Allegiance”. “I pledge allegiance to the
flag…and to the “republic” for which it stands…” I Googled it,
and, yep, the United States is defined as “a Federal Republic”.
What I wish to speak about is truth.
Over 40 years ago, in the locker room at Yale High School,
I flipped a coin in the air and told my buddy to call it. When I
found the nickel under the bench, it was on its edge, not leaning
against anything, but standing all alone. I’ve never been able
to repeat it. I have recalled this incident many times over the
years and in my musings, it became a clear metaphor to viewing
situations. There are always two sides to every story but “the
edge of the coin” is yet a third way that is not often apparent.
What is apparent is that deception from the truth has been
allowed and encouraged; political correctness, disregard of law,
extreme immorality and the like, are destroying the fabric of the
nation. The young are the easiest to lead astray and, unfortunately,
often have been – from the youngest age and by all forms of
communication and teaching. How are they to be the leaders of
tomorrow with a false foundation beneath them? How will they
determine right from wrong having been fed false information
all throughout their lives? With all of these misleading facts, will
they even be able to define truth?
It is not change the young need to seek, or any of us. It is
stability – something we all crave. Change comes whether we
want it or not. We all want the stability of knowing that today and
tomorrow the sun will rise on us, the lights will come on, there
will be food, a place to rest your head at night, etc. If you don’t
have these things, then the change you desire is to have these and
the freedom to work for them. Change is needed, but with good

purpose. Prudence – synonymous with wisdom, good judgment,
common sense, sagacity, shrewdness and cautiousness – comes
to mind.
Stability can happen with boundaries, not with a wall around
the nation, but the ones we hold within ourselves: humility,
kindness, patience and meekness. Mercy and love of neighbor.
Familiar virtues to those who know God’s word. Maybe the
answer to our divisions with one another is “the edge of the
coin”…
In the last presidential election, I voted for Jesus Christ. He
has been the best leader, the best teacher and the best guide for
my life. He embodies all the virtues I mentioned. He is a leader I
can trust. He has no skin in our game. Unbiased, truthful. I can’t
think of a better man to vote for. Can you?
So, if I obey the leader I voted for and follow the virtues he
embodies, maybe in my little corner of the world there can be
stability, and maybe others will want the same and I can help.
Try it. It might work for you too. The hard part is, it comes with
a price – obedience. But it can happen. A little bit each day. If we
all help each other, we can get there. I’m not there yet, but I run
the good race…
This is a good time to shed light on what George Washington
stated in his “Farewell Address” on September 19th, 1796.
References at times “edit” important details and leave out the
truth of what our founding fathers really said, which I found
was true when I read more about his address. So, I went to the
National Archives’ site and sorted through many images and
followed George Washington’s actual handwritten document.
The following is from image 243:
“Let it simply be asked where is the security for property, for reputation,
for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths, which are the
instruments of investigation in Courts of Justice? And let us with caution
indulge the supposition, that morality can be maintained without religion.
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds
of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that
national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”
In case anyone was wondering, I googled the odds of a nickle
landing on its side, and it is 1 in 6,000. I suppose I'll have to keep
trying.
- William L. Ginzel Jr.
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WE BUILT THE BEST
WITH YOU IN MIND.
Melanie Duquesnel

holiday returns checklist

’Tis the season to be jolly, but buying gifts for others can sometimes be a challenge.
While we may think our loved one is going to absolutely love that new jacket we
bought them, that may not always be the case. Afraid your gift may not be the correct
style or size? No worries! That’s what gift returns and exchanges are for. While those
returns make many lives much easier during the holidays, some customers do not
realize there are certain steps you must take before returning or exchanging your
item.
Some stores have very strict return policies. If the store has a 30-day return policy
and you purchase the item a month before gifting the package, then you’ve already
missed the time frame. That’s why it’s important to know what the return policy is
before you buy.
• Save the receipt. It may seem simple, but many people forget to do this. If you're
giving a gift and you don’t want the recipient to see your entire receipt, you can
request a separate gift receipt for specific items. If you're the gift recipient but you’re
not sure if you’re going to return/exchange your item, save the receipt somewhere
safe but that can be easily remembered. Some retailers will give you store credit if
you lose your receipt, while others will require proof of purchase before agreeing
to any exchanges.
• Pay attention to the store’s return policy. Return policies for clearance or holiday
merchandise may differ from merchandise sold at full price. Every store has its
own policy and consumers should understand it before expecting a full refund.
Remember to do the same for returns on merchandise purchased online. If your
gift was purchased online, you may have to pay a return shipping fee, or may not
be refunded for your initial shipping payment. Sometimes merchandise can be
returned to a store instead, but you still may not be refunded for the cost of shipping.
• Keep the original packaging. If you’re unsure whether you are going to keep
your gift, make sure you keep the wrapping that your item came in. This goes for
tags as well. Make sure you keep all tags on your clothing until after you’ve tried
them on and decided whether it’s going back to the store. If you open your item and
accidently damage the original packaging, you are jeopardizing your chances of
getting a full return. According to USA Today, if the original packaging is damaged
or missing, some stores offer store credit, but will charge you a re-stocking fee.
Some stores also charge a small fee if you return an item with a damaged or missing
user’s manual.
• Do not return used items. Having second thoughts about a pair of boots you've
already worn once? Unless the product is defective, used or worn items are usually
a return no-no, meaning they are non-refundable. Some stores have a more tolerant
policy and let you exchange your lightly used items if you’re unhappy with it, but
you will not get a full refund. This is one of those times you’ll want to check the
store’s return policy.
Buying gifts for family and friends can be tricky and sometimes, no matter what
you do to make sure they are going to love your gift, the recipient will return the gift.
Knowing all the ins and outs of a company’s return policy upfront will make sure that
you keep the happy in the holidays.
For more holiday tips and tricks, visit Better Business Bureau’s Holiday Helper
Guide at bbb.org.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau
serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that
fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its
business accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact
your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

INTRODUCING THE NEWEST ADDITION
TO McLAREN PORT HURON:
Our 174,000 square-foot, four-story patient tower. Every aspect of
the new tower was built with our patients in mind. We expanded
our emergency department, intensive care unit and observation unit
for greater access to care. Once renovations to the entire campus
are complete, all of our patient rooms will be fully private, each with
an area for family, including a sleeper sofa for overnight stays.
We have done all this and more because we believe that
doing what’s best for our patients means always improving
upon the ways we provide care. To learn more about our
new patient tower, visit mclaren.org/porthuron.

DOING WHAT’S BEST.
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By Patricia Cosner Kubic,

December 2018

ThumbPrint News Columnist

For me, this Christmas will be the best of times during the hardest of
times. And it is that first truth that I will cling to when I think about those warm
perennial times that await us each December.
The reasons for this attitude are two very quick, very hard explanations; my mom moved
to Heaven on April 7th and a very short time later, my dad moved there on September 12th. Losing two parents in five
months means many, many things, but in December, it means a lot.
The majority of time choosing gratitude serves me well. I’m grateful to have had my parents until their ages of 85 and 88. I’m extremely grateful
that they both have been freed of bodies that had stopped serving them and too many times causing them pain. Selfishly, I’m grateful that I no longer have
“ring-xiety”, meaning being afraid of the phone ringing, because most likely the person calling will tell me a parent needs supplies, a homecare worker was a noshow, something in the house broke, a parent has taken a down turn and needs to go to the ER or something worse. When you get these daily calls over months
and months, you hear a silent phone ringing. But most of all I have endless, boundless, beautiful, indescribable appreciation that both my parents are taking in the
adventures that are only offered in Heaven.
And, while that fact is true, there still are Christmas presents to wrap, Christmas cookies to decorate and one very special tree to find. We’ve all heard that the
first Christmas without a parent is just plumb-awful. One Facebook friend described it as “just get through it; you won’t have any fun”. Another comment was
“forget all about this Christmas; look forward to next year.”
If that’s the prediction for a Christmas, or any important holiday after losing one parent, then what is in store for me and my siblings this December after losing
both parents?
Call (or email me) and tell me I’m naïve, but I think there will be bright spots this December. I might not be singing “Let It Snow” with WNIC every day, but
I will sing along once in a while. And, I hope that one song will lead to singing five songs.
The reason I’m making this prediction is because this December’s light will mean more than it ever has before. Light is the essential part of December.
Christians believe that Jesus’s light can never be extinguished. Jews believe that one night’s light lasted seven nights. These day’s Christmas lights paint the
nights brightly. Take a walk at Partridge Creek Mall, downtown Rochester or even the lights at Greenfield Village, and you start to take them for granted.
But this year I know that when I least expect it, some Christmas light will catch my eye at the right moments and carry me through this joyous season. I
know that Christmas Eve morning will be difficult. I’m hosting the big dinner and this year I’ll put out fewer plates. My mom especially loved coming over
for Christmas Eve and because of that I loved making sure the house looked like an English Gardens’ ad. I loved dressing up, because that’s what we did
when I was a youngster – no jeans allowed.
So, when I’m dressed, looking at my festive table while enjoying warm Swedish meatballs and feeling my heart start to sink, I’m going to make myself
look at our Christmas tree. I know this year will be a hard one; but I also know that even though my festive feelings will be much less than any other
December, the few times I feel lifted makes those lights uncharacteristically important. Nobody can convince me otherwise. That is why this year,
the December lights, few as they will be, will be more meaningful than ever before.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.

Join the Grace Founder’s Club
Independent • Assisted • Memory Care

Call today 586-924-0455
Where everyone feels loved, listened to and understood.

Each month, ThumbPrint News
prints a photo of an object, person or a
place for our readers to identify. If you
think you know the answer, go to our
website www.thumbprintnews.com
and enter your answer. Of all persons
submitting the correct answer by the
15th of the month, one person will be
randomly selected to be entered into
a drawing for a
wonderful
surprise gift
at the end of
the year! On
December

16, 2018, one winner will be drawn
out of all the monthly winners and
the lucky person will be notified.
For our November contest, we asked
our readers to identify what the
object pictured to the left is. Of all of
those submitting the correct answer,
Chris Rettig of China, Michigan,
was randomly chosen and will be
entered into the year-end drawing.
Chris identified that the object is an
antique corn husker.
Here are a few interesting facts
about corn:
• Corn was first domesticated by

www.GraceSeniorLiving.com
indigenous peoples in southern
Mexico about 10,000 years ago.
• Corn is a member of the grass
family (Poaceae).
• The height of the stalks depends
on the corn variety and the
environment. On average, a corn
plant measures
8 to 10 feet tall,
but the world
record is over
33 feet.
• Each cob of
corn usually
consists of 800
kernels that are
arranged in 16
rows.

• Corn is also used to produce
ethanol (ethyl alcohol), a firstgeneration liquid biofuel.
• Before the 20th century, all corn
harvesting was by manual labor.
• There are more than 3,500
different uses for corn, and it is
in all sorts of products from
peanut butter to batteries.
For our December contest,
we are asking our readers
to identify what the object
pictured to the left is.
Remember, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if
you know the answer.
Good Luck!
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(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

For 78 years, our sole focus has been
your better hearing — that’s why
we’re the most trusted name
in hearing care†.

N AUTICAL G IFTS & S OUVENIRS | C LOTHING
& A CCESSORIES | C OFFEE & D ESSERTS

www.OnTheBayCustoms.com
51034 WASHINGTON STREET, NEW BALTIMORE, MI 48047

Only Beltone offers the most
comprehensive aftercare
program in the industry.
With BelCare™, enjoy the
benefits of free annual
hearing evaluations,
2-year hearing loss
change protection plan,
warranty coverage,
plus so much more!

From top to bottom,
our virtually invisible
hearing aids are designed
to give you the best in
sound quality, comfort
and Bluetooth®
connectivity.

FREEPIK.COM
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With over 1,500 locations
nationwide, we’ll be
there to help you,
wherever you live or travel.

Beltone provides digital hearing instruments that
will match your lifestyle, budget and virtually any
type of hearing loss. Call today to schedule your
FREE, no obligation Hearing Screening.
Appointments are limited!

If your ROOF is 10-15 years or older, it’s URGENT that you call METAL MASTERS
CONSTRUCTION today for your free inspection! We have a METAL ROOF for any
home at AFFORDABLE PRICES. GUARANTEED! Prices COMPARABLE to ASPHALT
SHINGLES, so even if you’ve had other expensive metal roof estimates, think
again. We’re making VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS for homes in your AREA.

Skoric Hearing Aid Center
S

We also offer LOW INTEREST & $0 down.
FINANCING with a LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT.

BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

www.metalmastersroofing.com
office@metalmastersroofing.com

810-824-4523

TRUCK LOAD WATER SOFTENER SALT SALE!

SATURDAY, DEC. 8, 9AM - 1PM*

™

Helping the world hear better

DO NOT CASH • THIS IS NOT A CHECK

Expires December 17, 2018

DOLLARS

Duracube
40# Bags

®

Bring a 16 oz. Sample of Your Water to Our Office. We Will Test for Hardness,
Iron, Arsenic and pH plus Show How Softening Your Water Can Save You Money!

M

$8.95*

Authorized Signature

. CO

FREE WATER CLINIC

$1000 00*

PIK

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer • www.fwch2o.com

Sample A Sample
123 Oak Street
City, State, Zip
EE

Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

One Thousand Dollars and 00/100*
PAY TO THE ORDER OF:

Duracube®
RedOut
40# Bags
FR

6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway

$7.95*

B

Y

Francek Water Conditioning

THE SUM OF:

CENTS

DE

SI G

NE

D

*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Trust™ 17 or 9 hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount taken off MSRP.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one check per person.
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DIVE
GEAR
INSIDE

49 YEARS
IN BUSINESS

INFO@DIVESSDS.COM
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PADI CERTIFIED SCUBA CLASSES

WHY RENT, WHEN YOU CAN HAVE
YOUR OWN SNORKELNG GEAR
TO IMPROVE YOUR FISH SIGHTINGS!

LOTS OF GREAT GIFT IDEAS

SEA-SIDE DIVE SHOP

(586) 772-7676

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

28612 HARPER AVENUE
ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48081

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese,

Mount Clemens Optimist Club
Communication
Contest
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Submitted by Joyce Sheehy

The Mount Clemens Optimist Club is happy to sponsor, for the first
time, a Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing on
March 2, 2019. It will be held at the Macomb Intermediate School
District. This is an oratorical contest open to students in grades 6 – 12, who reside in and
attend school in Macomb County. Students will be given an opportunity to prepare a four
to five minute presentation, orally or in sign language, on the topic: "Is There a Fine Line
Between Optimism and Reality?”.
In order to meet the qualifications, students must have a hearing loss of 40 decibels or
more. A report of a hearing evaluation is required within two years of the contest date. The
application form and report of a hearing evaluation are due by December 15, 2018.
For further information, email Joyce Sheehy at joycesheehy@comcast.net or call her at
(586) 719-1343.

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Once the bins were packed with the towels, bedding and freezable
items, the water was turned off and the pipes cleared for the winter
season at my little cottage, I drove away with a sense of relief and yet
a bit of sadness.
I have mixed emotions at best. The relief comes from the fact that I
can now focus on the holiday season, getting my city home in order and
planning the next year's coming events. My city home does get a bit
neglected and overlooked during the summer, as most of my attention
is on the cottage during the warm weather months. There is sadness,
because I have to wait another four to five months to experience
the freshness that a warm spring brings and the beautiful Michigan
summers. This season and time of the year gives me a bit of a break
from the hustling around on Fridays after work to head north.
Driving away that weekend, after the necessary winterizing, the leaves
were blowing around the cottage lawn and the trees were mostly bare.
My little place seemed to be settling in for its hibernation. My goofy
outdoor lawn statue we call “The King – God of No Rain” was snug and
tight and all covered up with a plastic cover and bungee cords, ready
to take on the brunt of the Lake Huron bitter, whipping winds and snow.
One lone lawn chair sat covered up in its winter, blanket-like chair
cover. I almost felt guilty to leave it out on the deck alone, as it looked
so desolate as it waits for the first snow to fall.
Hopefully, I have covered up all the potential entryways for some of
the passing small animals who are trying to find refuge from the cold
in my cottage and surrounding areas.
Even when we do go up and visit for a weekend checkup, there is a
totally different feel to the place in the winter. It’s still cozy inside and
the little place warms up quickly. Plus, it gives us a good reason to stay
in comfy clothes all day and watch the snow fall, read a book or catch
a nap, or we can bundle up and venture out to a local restaurant to
watch a game or grab dinner during those cold, blustery months when
the sun sets around 5:30 p.m.
I would prefer to have the warm summer temperatures all year round,
but change is good for the soul and adjustment must come easy, if we
are to adapt to the little things around us that we can’t control.
This month represents celebration, happiness and the promise
of a new start to a new year! Merry Christmas and a Happy 2019,
ThumbPrint News’ readers!
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Merry

Christmas

Family Owned Since 1952

from

M
IK.CO
FREEP

Authorized OTICON Provider

Merry Christmas from all of us at

2016

FORD MUSTANG
FASTBACK
6-SPD, V6

$

18,775*

$

9,775*

2014
$

(810) 637-5757

1200 S. CARNEY DR.
ST. CLAIR, MI 48079

Used Car Sales Manager

Sales Specialist

6 YEARS 9 YEARS

22,775*

2012
JEEP COMPASS SPORT
4X4 - GOOD MILES

FORD F150 SUPERCREW
4X4, XLT, LEATHER
www.billmacdonald.net
BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? NO PROBLEM. GOOD CREDIT? RATES AS LOW AS 3.49%.
*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

Oil Change Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off Battery Test
Filter Check Most Cars up to 5 qts.

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/18

HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm | TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm | SAT. 10am-2pm

with Additional Pothole Inspection

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/18

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/18

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/18
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The Best Gifts Sparkle and Shine!
Certified Diamonds
Many shapes and sizes to choose from. Mountings and
Semi-mountings in Platinum, White and Yellow Golds.

Diamonds Certified by GIA and EGL USA.

Extraordinary Discounts On
Nearly Everything in the Store

After all these years ... it’s still Maloof

Gift Cards
Available in any
Denomination

Free Gift
Wrapping of
Select Purchases

to learn about a magical event!

December 2018

(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!
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We have everything you need to make your holiday bright!
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Holiday Sales
Happening Now!

810-326-2665

www.acehardware.com
DOWN
1. *____ Turtle Doves
2. Not straight
3. Post-meal sandwich
4. Spring action, past
tense
5. Like yesterday's meal
6. Coffee burn, e.g.
7. Bread or cabbage
8. Having small nodules
9. Scandinavian war god
10. Radio button
11. *"All I want for
Christmas is ____"
13. Bygone Spanish
money
14. R in R.E.M.
19. Alex Haley saga

22. ____ pie in a sand box
23. Blacksmith's hearth
24. Gibson garnish
25. Fowl perch
26. Film roll
27. Ronstadt, e.g.
28. Infectious protein
particle
29. Bank job
32. *Like Elvis'
Christmas?
33. 10 decibels
36. *Deck'em
38. Ivory Coast neighbor
40. Utmost degree
41. Not sympathetic
44. Maryland Academy

201 N. Riverside Ave.
St. Clair, MI 48079
46. Young and
inexperienced
48. Second-largest Great
Lake
49. Talks and talks and
talks
50. It houses web content
51. "On Golden Pond"
bird
52. Open-mouthed
astonishment
53. Shakespearean "does"
54. Tiny bit
55. Port vessel
58. Mrs. Goldberg, e.g.

FREEPIK

.COM

ACROSS
1. Rare bills
5. Clairvoyant's gift
8. Snoopy
12. Time distortion
13. Show worry
14. Wyoming's official sport
15. *John Lennon's "Happy Xmas (War is ____)"
16. And elsewhere
17. Opposite of bonjour
18. *"Have ____ a Merry Little Christmas"
20. MTV's "____'d"
21. Incessantly
22. A cool ____, as in money
23. *"Should auld acquaintance be ____"
26. *"Run ____ Run" sung by Chuck Berry
30. *Co-writer of #15 Across
31. Used tabulator key
34. Your majesty
35. 1965 Watts events
37. *"Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree,"
sung by Brenda ____
38. Mozart and Einstein, e.g.
39. Golly!
40. Dry ravine, in Asia
42. Not don'ts
43. Diplomatic alliance
45. Like empty hotel room
47. "Fat chance!"
48. Shenzi of "The Lion King"
50. Eastern European
52. *Vince ____ Trio of "Linus
and Lucy" fame
55. Between violin and cello
56. Rainbows and such
57. Rumpelstiltskin's weaver
59. Coral reef island
60. Facebook's "psst"
61. ____ Mann of "The
Simpsons"
62. Decades
63. Lt.'s inferior, in the Navy
64. *"Last Christmas" duo

Computerized Paint Color Matching

©StatePoint Media | Crossword Solution on pg. 26
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Stony Hill Proves That in
California, What is Old is New Again

December 2018

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services

PESTERING PROBLEMS

By David White, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
Arnot-Roberts. Lioco. Matthiasson. Sandhi.
These are just four of the producers that are counteracting the notion that ripeness, butter and
oak should define California Chardonnay. Across the country, thoughtful merchants and top
sommeliers are showcasing these producers – and a few dozen others – to show consumers that
the Golden State can offer elegant, restrained Chardonnay.
These producers came up recently while chatting with Sarah McCrea, the third-generation
proprietor of Stony Hill Vineyards in Napa Valley. McCrea's family has been making graceful
Chardonnay for more than six decades, and thanks to these newer producers, more consumers
than ever before are taking notice.
McCrea appreciates the attention – and doesn't begrudge the new kids.
"These wines are reintroducing America to a style of wine that went dormant for a long time,"
she explained. "They're reminding people that there's a different way to make Chardonnay."
McCrea's family has called Napa Valley home since 1943, when her grandparents, Fred and
Eleanor, purchased a 160-acre goat ranch on Spring Mountain. They planted vines four years
later, dedicating most of their property to Chardonnay. In 1952, the McCreas finished a small
winery on their property and produced their first wine.
Especially fond of white Burgundy, Fred McCrea decided to ferment and age his Chardonnay
in neutral oak, believing that new wood would obscure his wine's aromas and flavors. And
he avoided malolacticfermentation – the secondary fermentation that's standard for reds and
common with Chardonnay – preferring the tart intensity of malic acid to the softer, buttery
flavors of lactic acid.
Little has changed over the past six decades. As vintners across California began chasing
ripeness – and thus, points – in the 1990s, Stony Hill remained steadfast in its commitment to
restraint. So the winery gained a reputation for delivering fresh, aromatic wines year after year.
In addition to Chardonnay, Stony Hill produces small amounts of Riesling, Gewurztraminer
and Cabernet Sauvignon from its estate.
Stony Hill's winemaking style is now on the ascent. Sommeliers deserve much of the credit;
their ranks have swelled over the last decade and they've convinced many consumers that
elegance outperforms power at the dinner table. Influential writers, like Jon Bonné of Punch
and Eric Asimov of the New York Times, deserve credit, too, for challenging conventions on
ripeness and praising the California vintners who weren't interested in fruit bombs.
Jon Bonné chronicled California's burgeoning shift from ripeness and power toward subtlety
and poise in his 2013 book, The New California Wine. But, as McCrea pointed out, "New
California" is a bit of a misnomer.
Bonné readily admits that there's nothing "new" about the California wines he praises. The
shift is really a return to the way things once were. As he explained in an interview last year,
"There's finally this realization that what made California great as a wine region is very much
being explored again, and being explored in a similar way to how it was successfully explored
about 40 years ago."
Consider Ridge Vineyards. The winery's style – which the winemaker describes as "preindustrial" – has been remarkably consistent since its founding in 1959. Its Monte Bello
Cabernet Sauvignon is one of the greatest wines in the world each and every year.
Or look at the wines from Stu and Charles Smith, the brothers behind Napa Valley's SmithMadrone. As the crow flies, their vineyard is virtually adjacent to Stony Hill. Since 1977, the
brothers have ignored just about every twist and turn in winemaking fashions.
There's a market for unctuous, hedonistic wines, to be sure. But such wines aren't part of
California's natural order. As Bonné continued when we chatted last year, "What's
happening now is really a new iteration of the pioneering spirit that put California
on the world stage in the late '60s and early '70s."
Wines from popular, "New California" producers like Arnot-Roberts, Lioco,
Matthiasson and Sandhi are reminiscent of a bygone era. And thanks to Stony Hill,
we know what that means.
Editor's Note: David White is the founder and editor of Terroirist.
com, which was named "Best Overall Wine Blog" at the 2013 Wine Blog
Awards. His columns are housed at GrapeCollective.com

With winter weather in full swing and temperatures dropping
daily, keeping cozy indoors is on the forefront of everyone’s mind.
While fuzzy sweaters and blankets can work, the most effective
way to stay warm is by heating the whole room or house with a
furnace, fireplace or wood burning stove. Since it began snowing
early last month, I’d say it is safe to assume most everyone in
Michigan has already fired up their heating systems! I want those
of you with chimneys to know that it is incredibly important that
you get a chimney sweep! Homeowners must be proactive in
chimney and fireplace maintenance to effectively, efficiently and
safely heat their homes.
The chimney’s main purpose is to serve as an outlet for all the
smoke, vapor and gases that are caused by burning wood. If these
things are not able escape up through the chimney and out of
your home, you will not be able to escape major problems!
Making sure you’re keeping your chimney clean is of vital
importance, especially as you begin to use it more as one year ends
and the next one begins. If a wood burning stove or fireplace is
your main source of heat, you don't want to risk having problems
in the dead of winter. No one can afford to shut down their main
source of heat completely in the freezing temperatures to deal
with an unexpected issue. Preventative maintenance is the best
way to avoid complications.
Chimney maintenance needs to be done for the protection
of your family and home. It is recommended that chimney
inspections and sweeps should be done annually before you begin
burning. Dirty or clogged chimneys can cause fires outside of the
box and carbon monoxide poisoning. There’s always a chance on
something clogging up your chimney, such as birds and their
nests, insect nests and even rodents and their nests. Getting
yearly checks will ensure none of these things are clogging the
path for all the smoke and dangerous toxins to leave your home.
Beyond those clog-causing hazards, the risk of creosote build-up
is also extremely high.
Creosote, a tar-like substance, is the primary cause of chimney
fires. It is a by-product of the gases, vapors and wood particles that
exit the chimney while burning. All wood burning fires create
creosote that sticks to the interior wall of the chimney and builds
up over time. Creosote is very combustible and dangerous, so it’s
important you know what to look for. The build-up will happen in
three stages: stage one, a light, dusty substance; stage two, a flakey
substance; and stage three, a sticky, drippy substance. Allowing
creosote to reach stage three is incredibly dangerous. The only
way to avoid this fire hazard is having your chimney cleaned.
ABC Home & Commercial Services is running chimney
sweeping specials now! We are able to clean chimneys all
year long, but the sooner the better! As we enter January and
February, it will only get colder and colder. Call now to schedule
your appointment before frigid temperatures make it so you
can't shut down your wood burner or fireplace. We will inspect
your entire chimney and fireplace to ensure all components are
in good working order. Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at
(810) 794-5678, and let our trained technicians help keep your
home safe!
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794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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ONE CALL IS ALL IT TAKES
DISCOUNTS for new customers,
military, seniors and referrals.

A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees.com ● Licensed and Insured ● abcbees@comcast.net

CLOGGED GUTTERS?

BEFORE

Snow and Ice Build Up
will cause damage to
your home.
Let us clean your gutters and
help you avoid costly repairs. YOU DON’T WANT THIS

 


 
 

  




AFTER

Gutter
Cleaning
Specials

NEED FIREWOOD?
Pickup or Delivery
CALL TODAY FOR PRICING
AND MORE INFO!


     
    

Your Safety is Important to Us.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL IT’S TOO LATE!
We are Your Local Chimney
Sweeping Crew - Call Us Today!
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DON’T GET STUCK WITH UNWANTED VISITORS THIS WINTER!

Bats will remain in the same location year
after year. If that location is your home,
this poses health risks from both the bat
guano and the urine, potentially costing
thousands of dollars to replace the soiled
insulation and wood in your structure.

Knock.,..
Knock

LET US
BE YOUR
TRAP
MOUSE

Bed Bugs Aren’t Just In Your Bed!
NESTING LOCATIONS:

Mattresses, Box Springs, Bed Frames, Couches, Clutter,
Wood Furniture, Baseboards, Toys, Luggage, Vehicles & More.

When we say bed bugs are rampant in Michigan,
we’re not exaggerating. We get calls from all
over the area daily.
If you think you’ve got them,
we know how to get rid of them.

INSPECTION & EXCLUSION BAITING, TRAPPING & REMOVAL YOU DON’T HAVE TO LEAVE YOUR HOME
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For Sale
UNIQUE PIECES OF OLD LUMBER, all

sizes – including long wide planks. $2 and up (per
piece). Emmett area. Call (810) 543-0478.

General

to read online anytime!
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Wanted to Buy
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.

American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

PHEASANT HUNTING, looking for a place to

hunt? Give us a call at (989) 843-6576. Janks
Pheasants in Mayville.

BUDGET ELECTRIC – LICENSED ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS. No job too small. Rapid

response and free estimates. Serving the Thumb
area for 30+ years. (800) 400-8941 or
(810) 543-3899.
PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north of 32
Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?

Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained Minister, at
(586) 843-5227 or Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC!

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of
experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

Help Wanted
OTR DRIVERS NEEDED FOR FEDEX GROUND
CONTRACTOR – DEDICATED RUNS. Six
months of experience or FEDEX-approved
school. Class A, Doubles Endorsement, criminal
background check. Benefits. 62¢ cpm,
can make $100,000 per year. Contact Marci or
Dino at (810) 633-9014 or (586) 530-3559.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery.
CNC or manual. One
machine or entire plant.
Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders,
etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

WANTED
CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs and CLASSIC CARS from
1928 to 2008 (Private Buyer). $2,000 to $12,000
paid. Cash on the spot. Based in Macomb
Township. CALL KELLY ANYTIME (248) 338-0852.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,

Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.
MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S WANTED. DEAD or
ALIVE – cash waiting! Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA
SIGNS. Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair.

Call or text Steve at (248) 245-7845.
WANTED TO BUY! Having an estate or garage
sale? Downsizing? Got vintage or antique
Christmas items, ornaments or decorations? We
buy all year long. Call Al at (810) 614-8034.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO,
sleeps six, low winter rates starting at $669
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

REDUCED RENT, HANDYMAN, WATERFRONT.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed
within 10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
To learn more visit www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

Tile Work
TILES, re-grouting, repairs and new installation

for backsplash, floors and bathrooms. Re-caulking
showers and tubs. HANDYMAN WORK TOO!
For estimate call Rick at (810) 599-4630.

Help finish a newly-renovated 2-bedroom home
on 100' wide canal. New cathedral ceilings, bath
and kitchen cabinets, flooring, electrical, furnace,
washer and dryer. Call (586) 306-9440.
REDUCED RENT. A responsible handyman to
help establish a lake, park, farm estate north of
Lexington on beautiful Lake Huron, in exchange for
reduced rent. 10,000 sq. ft. outbuilding – many
uses. Call (586) 306-9440.

15
Call Today! (810) 794-2300
$

& up

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI
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(810) 794-5678 if you see bed bugs!

RECEIVE A
CLASSIC FREE
PET SUPPLY, inc. PLUSH

GGD SERVICES LLC

(WSL)

DOG TOY
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BY SPENDING
$
00

40

OR MORE

Over 30 Years Experience In This Area!
SERVING ST. CLAIR AND MACOMB COUNTIES

FREE ESTIMATES
Senior Discounts
Darrell G. Geldhof | 586-612-4540

3180 Gratiot Blvd., Marysville, MI 48040
Phone: (810) 364-0200 Fax: (810) 364-0201
Email: classicpets@comcast.net • www.classicpetsupply.net
34790 23 Mile Rd., Chesterfield Twp., MI 48047
Phone: (586) 774-5047 Fax: (586) 774-6514
*STOREWIDE SALE FOR MARYSVILLE LOCATION ONLY

freepik.com

Rick & Mary, along with their staff at

PET SUPPLY, inc.
CLASSIC
     

   
 

We have many great gifts and ideas to make
this a super special holiday for all your pet babies.
  
 
   

WITH

Come in this holiday season for a pet-loving shopping experience.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Trip to Texas!
Dallas • Ft. Worth • Houston

Est.
1993

Thank You for Letting Us Serve You for 25 Years

and thank you for your continued support this coming year!

Frank Law Firm
••


  

Ed Bickley

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

Scuba Lessons Make A
Great Christmas Gift!


 

All residential wiring

ANCHOR BAY SCUBA

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023

No job too small!

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

586-725-1991
anchorbayscuba.com
freepik.com

★

Licensed Electrical Contractors
Call for a free estimate!

Serving the Thumb area for over 30 years 800-400-8941 | 810-543-3899

Merry
Christmas

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Building Demolition • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

3 GREAT

Port Huron
2422 Lapeer
810-985-9100
Marine City
Marysville
260 S. Parker 782 Huron Blvd.
810-765-4900 810-364-4650
Locations

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

AFFORDABLE FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
Free Pool Access
Super 8, Marysville

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
rist & G if t s

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10

spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase
Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens
Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

★
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CHRISTMAS CARD, Continued from Page 1

Christmas card designed by Louis Prang

had made some great advances, and by 1870, the cost of shipping a letter drop
The new option of wishing loved ones a happy holiday became popular, and made
who actually worked on some of the earliest Christmas cards while living in the U
manufacturing made it possible for nearly everyone to purchase them, regardless of
differed greatly from the first cards produced by Sir Henry Cole some 30 years earlie
simply stated “Merry Christmas” instead of the winter scenery we often see today. B
would put on competitions and pay people for the best designs.
The commercial industry of Christmas cards in the United States began in 1915
brothers William and Rollie joined him in the venture, forming the Hall Brothers
the largest card companies to this day. The brothers eventually came to the realiza
wanted to convey, but they still didn’t want to write out an entire letter. This led t
soon became the industry standard for most cards.
Beginning in the 1930s, and gaining popularity over the next few decades, w
figures we’ve come to love. Around this time, Hallmark began a push to create fr
to come up with new ideas. Rockwell was commissioned to create a whole se
As a testament of how popular Christmas cards became by the middle of the 2
department prints 350 million of these stamps each year, but always end up hav
A simple idea that started 175 years ago as a way for Sir Henry Cole to kee
lengthy letter to each person has now become a tradition that can be found in n

If
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someone you
love for anything
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on 18 designated nights
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(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

pped to half a cent, further increasing the popularity of sending greeting cards.
its way to the United States in 1875. Louis Prang, an immigrant from Germany,
nited Kingdom, was responsible for the mass production of cards – high volume
f their financial situations. This took place in his printing business in Boston, but
er. The American version of the first Christmas card depicted a generic flower and
By the late 1800s, cards began containing more elaborate scenes because publishers

5, when Joyce Hall started a business printing postcards in Kansas City. Soon his
s Company. A decade later they changed the name to Hallmark, which is one of
ation that postcards didn’t offer enough room for people to write everything they
the brothers to design a six-inch-tall by four-inch-wide card with one fold, which

were cards illustrating images of Santa Claus and other frequently seen holiday
resh card designs, so they called on acclaimed artists, such as Norman Rockwell,
eries of cards, which are still printed to this day by Hallmark every few years.
Johnson White House Christm
20th century, the U.S. Postal Service produced a Christmas stamp in 1962 – the
as Card 1967
ving to reprint them because of the huge public demand.
ep in touch with his large group of friends without having to write a Christmas greeting
40
nearly every mailbox during the holiday season.
card, circa 19
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TEARS AND
By Rita MacDonald ThumbPrint News Columnist
In 2006, at the age of 43, I began nursing school. Over the next two years, I would
learn how to properly fold a washcloth (as if after raising two sons, I needed a lesson),
how to don sterile gloves (after throwing out 25 pairs), write care plans (that all sound
alike), hold my bladder for 8 to 10 hours (praying that no one would make me laugh, or
that I would suddenly sneeze), and many other useful "skills."
But I was ill-prepared for the real world of nursing. The skills were necessary, of
course, but let me explain a little bit about what I've learned since then, and share with
you a quick glimpse of a day in the life of an ICU nurse.
The alarm goes off at 5:00 a.m., and I get up, shower, do my hair and my makeup. I
start the car early (because it's winter, 15 degrees, I don't have a garage, and I'll probably
have to shovel my way out after cleaning the car off). I'm on the road by 6:15 a.m. When
I get to work, I find my usual parking spot (yes, the same spot every time) and walk the
long walk into the hospital, punch in and head to the kitchen. The night shift nurses (and
friends) have been kind – they made an extra-strong pot of coffee for the day shift.
"Did you sleep well?" "How are the roads?" That's what we hear from the outgoing
shift. And from the oncoming shift: "Get some sleep!" "Be careful driving!" "See
you tonight!" No one could listen to our interactions and doubt that we care about
the other shift. We do. We are a team. Well...more like a family. And I need also
to mention – it's not unusual for nurses to massage each other's shoulders while
giving reports or French braid each other's hair, when they finally get a chance to
sit.
On New Year's Day, our night manager has glasses of non-alcoholic champagne
to welcome the day nurses as we enter the unit. (And the extra-strong coffee is also
brewing in the kitchen).
We work 12-hour shifts and OFTEN go without breaks. We know the names of each
others' children, usually the names of each others' spouses (or ex-spouses in some cases),
and the struggles of those going without sleep to finish their advanced degrees. We get
excited waiting to see if our friends who applied to anesthesia school were accepted
(even though we would prefer to keep them on our floor with us forever).
We share Sunday morning coupons, and some even run marathons together or go on
joint family camping trips. When someone gets ill, we cash in vacation time, collect
money and sell candy bars to get them through financially. We hug each other, tease
each other, get angry with each other, cry together, reconcile, hug and then head to the
Red Coat Tavern for a burger after work.
When it comes to our patients, we not only care for them, we also care for their
families. We know our patients and their families for long, long periods of times – and
I'm not talking about days; I'm talking about months, sometimes years. And we get
attached to many of them! We cut snowflakes out of coffee filters for cancer patients and
tape them up all over the room in an attempt to get them to smile just once more. We
paint pink fingernails on Down Syndrome patients who want, need and deserve to feel
like princesses. We have thumb wars and arm wrestles with intubated patients to trick
them into exercising their limbs. We listen to them share their heartaches and fears at
the most vulnerable times in their lives, and we call their children for them so that they
can say "I love you" one more time.
We scrub feet, shave beards and de-tangle hair. We take last requests and spend
our breaks going to the grocery store so we can get Vernors and vanilla ice cream to
make one more "Boston Cooler" for someone who will die in a few hours. We listen
to families vent about their family dysfunctions, and we try to diffuse situations. We
fall in love with our patients and their families, and we cry with their loved ones when
they pass. We call priests, chaplains, rabbis and imams. We sometimes pray with a
frightened patient or to comfort a family member. We sing silly songs while we bathe
our patients who are awake – anything to make them laugh. I'll forever cherish the
memory of one gal who signed every fitted sheet with her autograph in baby powder
(she made a lot of people laugh).
We share our faiths and some of our most intimate thoughts and beliefs with each
other – it's difficult NOT to when death is such a reality during every shift. We don't
always agree, but we respect each other, let each other talk it out and listen, and we hug.
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We hug often.
After our patients pass, we call our "bereavement representative" who comes quickly
with coffee and bagels for the grieving family in the conference room. Us? We prepare
the patient's body for delivery to the morgue, wait for the room to get cleaned and
get our next patient – the next patient and family who will be really special, and we'll
undoubtedly get attached to just as quickly as the last. No coffee and bagels for us. No
bereavement time for us. Nope – just on to the next patient.
By this time of day, it's not all that uncommon for that cute early morning hair-do
to be flat from being crushed by hats, or the makeup to have been rubbed off by the
protective face masks we wear. Early afternoon finds many of us nurses wondering
why we even bothered to do our hair or makeup at all that day, but ever so thankful to
have remembered the "extra swipes" of deodorant before we left the house and greatly
anticipating a hot steamy shower later.
The end of the day brings "report time", so it's time to put that extra-strong pot of
coffee on for the night shift. We hope they slept well. We hope the roads aren't bad for
their drive in.
I've had many different jobs during my 54 years, nursing being the most recent. But
aside from being a soldier in the army, in no other job have I had the privilege of saying I
cherish my co-workers and love them like family, like that of my nursing job. Nowhere
else do my co-workers know I don't eat fish, Thai or Chinese food. At no other job, do
sugar-coated gummy bears and kettlecorn popcorn make everything okay.
Inevitably, someone will call on my drive home. They want me to stop by, just for
a little while. They don't understand the things I have had splashed on me today. They
don't understand I left the house at 6:00 a.m. and won't get home until 8:30 p.m., and I'll
only have a few hours to sleep before returning. They don't understand I may have held
someone's hand while they passed today, and that just for tonight, I need
to go grab a burger with someone who understands. Give me that
space. Please don't be offended.
Tonight, if you know a nurse, don't say a word – just give them
a hug. If you're a family member in the hospital and you wish to
do something nice for the nurses –please know, sugar-coated gummy
bears can fix almost anything.
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Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!
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NEED CONVINCING?
Take a look below at
what some of our many
satisfied customers are
saying about their new
beautiful bathrooms!
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We LOVE
our shower
conversion!
I would
recommend
this company
to anyone!
— Mickie

1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI
Luxury Bath 810-385-1700
• 800-NEWTUB

MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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WHAT HAPPENED ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY? 1

2

On this day
in 1941,
Great Britain declares
a state of emergency
in Malaya following
reports of Japanese
attacks.

On this day
in 1979, 11 die
and eight are injured
in a mad rush at a
rock band concert in
Cincinnati,
Ohio.

8

9

10

On this day
in 1942,
national gasoline
rationing goes into
effect in the United
States.

3

5

On this day
in 1955, a
bus boycott begins
under the leadership
of the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr., in
Montgomery,
Alabama.

6

On this
in 1917,
the
Bolsheviks
imprison
Czar Nicholas II and
his family in Tobolsk.

7

11

12

13

On this day
in 1985,
France sues the
United States over
the
discovery
of an
AIDS
serum.

14

15

On this day
in 1903, the
British parliament
places a 15-year ban
on whale
hunting
in
Norway.

16

On this day
in 1944, Nazi
Germany launches a
counteroffensive
against the Allies in
the Ardennes region
of Belgium, beginning the “Battle of
the Bulge”.

17

18

19

20

On this day
in 1960, The
National Liberation
Front, better known as
the Viet Cong,
is officially
formed in
South
Vietnam.

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

On this day in
1154, Adrian IV
is elected Pope,
the only Englishman to
become pontiff. Born
Nicholas Breakspear,
he was a member of a
family which, until
recent years, brewed
beer in Henley-onThames, Oxfordshire.

On this day
in 1997,
delegates from
150 industrial nations
attending a UN climate
conference in Kyoto,
Japan, reach
agreement to control
heat-trapping
greenhouse gases.

On this day
in 1925,
Soviet leaders Lev
Kamenev and Grigori
Zinoviev break with
Joseph Stalin.

On this day
in 1621, the
governor of New
Plymouth prevents
newcomers
from
playing
cards.

On this day
in 1901,
Guglielmo Marconi
sends the first
transatlantic radio
signal, from Poldhu
in Cornwall to
Newfoundland,
Canada.
On this day
in 1941, the
Japanese land on
Hong Kong and
clash with British
troops.

On this day
in 1925, six
U.S. destroyers are
ordered from Manila
to China to protect
interests in the civil
war that is being
waged there.

On this day
in 1953, the
Detroit Lions beat
the Cleveland
Browns, 17-16, in
the championship
NFL game.

On this day
in 1946,
the president of
the United Mine
Workers, John L.
Lewis, orders all
striking miners
back to work.

On this day
in 1861,
Prince Albert of
England, one of the
Union’s strongest
advocates, dies.

On this day
in 1946,
an earthquake
and tidal wave kill
hundreds in Japan.

On this day
in 1946,
the French
declare martial
law in Vietnam
as a full-scale war
appears inevitable.

On this day
in 1941, the
first Civil Air Patrol
is organized in
the
United
States.

On this day
in 1829, the
Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad opens the
first passenger
railway line.

On this day
in 1914,
the production of
Belgian newspapers
is halted to protest
German censorship.

On this day
in 1908, a
child labor bill
passes in the
German Reichstag,
forbidding work
for children under
age 13.

On this day
in 1919,
Captain Ross Smith
becomes the first
person to fly 11,500
miles from England
to Australia.
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On this day
in 1940,
Chiang Kai-shek
dissolves all
Communist
associations in
China.

On this day
in 1927,
U.S. Secretary of
State Frank B.
Kellogg suggests a
worldwide pact
renouncing war.

On this day
in 1922, the
BBC broadcasts the
first British radio
play, The Truth about
Father Christmas.

On this day
in 1930,
brewery heir
Adolphus
Busch
is
kidnapped.
FREEPIK.COM

A Veteran Owned Company

2828 Monticello Dr. 12/02 - 12/03 Little River Special Overnight $99
Port Huron, MI 48060

12/05 Wed Greektown Daytrip $27
12/06 Thu Saganing Casino Daytrip $32
Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727 12/11Tue Firekeepers Daytrip $27
Available in All
Christmas Gifts
Denominations
Sunburst Tours from
12/12 Wed Motor City Casino Daytrip $27
Birthday
25 to 100
Gift Certificates make
Anniversary
plus Special
12/19 Wed Greektown Daytrip $27
Wedding
Great Presents and Gifts
Custom
Graduation
at Any Time for Any Occasion
Amounts
12/26 -12/27 Kewadin (Up to $50pkg) Overnight $99
Complete
Trip,
All Sunburst Trips and Tours
12/27 Thu Motor City Casino (Up to $30 pkg) Daytrip $27
Tour & Cruise
are Completely Escorted Aboard
12/28
Fri Greektown (Up to $50 pkg) Daytrip $27
Details at:
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
02/09 - 02/16 ESCAPE THE COLD CARNIVAL CRUISE $ Call
We also do Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call!
www.sunbursttours.com

of Port Huron, Mi

$

$

Call with questions and to Register for Cruises, Tours and Trips.

One Reasonable Price Includes it All with your Carnival Cruise Package!
Includes deluxe outside balcony cabins, round-trip air from Detroit to
Miami, all taxes and fees, insurance, gratuities, airport bussing and more!
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KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

gifcatrds

make wonderful

gifts!

K
BE SURE TO PIC
AY!
YOURS UP TOD

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

Vocabulary Voyage

Please Enjoy Some
Tongue-Twisting Fun
This Holiday Season!

7210 Lakeshore Rd.
Lakeport, MI 48059

POOL & SPA
ars ~ Licensed and Insu
45 Ye
re d

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

Monday - Saturday
12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

Visit us online at
lenspoolandspa.com

honorificabilitudinitatibus

[hon-or-i-fi-ca-bil-i-tud-i-ni-tat-i-bus] 27 letters - 13 syllables

A noun meaning the state of being able to achieve honours. First known use: late 8th to early 9th century | Ex: This word is mentioned in
Act V, Scene I of William Shakespeare's Love's Labour's Lost – as it appears: “I marvel thy master hath not eaten thee for a word; for
thou art not so long by the head as honorificabilitudinitatibus: thou art easier swallowed than a flap-dragon.”

By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer
We love reader submissions! If you have any,
please email the word(s) and meaning(s)
to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net,
with your first and last name and
the city of your residence.

Emails not containing all the requested
information will not be considered.

United Construction
CUSTOM MODULAR HOMES

floccinaucinihilipilification

[flok-suh-naw-suh-nahy-hil-uh-pil-uh-fi-key-shuh n] 29 letters - 12 syllables

A noun meaning the act or habit of describing or regarding something as unimportant, of having no value or being worthless.
First known use: mid-18th century | Ex: Since there was very little education derived from comics, teachers rarely used them as
reading material due to this floccinaucinihilipilification.

hippopotomonstrosesquipedalian

[hip-po-pot-o-mons-tro-ses-qui-pe-dal-ian] 30 letters - 11 syllables

An adjective meaning of or pertaining to extremely long words. First known use: unknown | Ex: from Greg Vaughn with
Fred Holmes’ book Letters from Dad, 2005 – And when it comes to language, short, simple words often have more impact
and power than multisyllabic, hippopotomonstrosesquipedalian ones.

MODEL
CENTER

Licensed Builder / General Contractor

To

A
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8

88

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
• One Contractor from Start to Finish

(810) 648-3299
855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com

tis e

-53

W it h

Us, Please Call Lisa at

0-3426
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200+ Uniquely Decorated Trees,

6, 7, 8, 9, 10 ~ 13, 14, 15, 16, 17
20, 21, 22, 23 ~ 27, 28, 29 & 30
Each night from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
THIS IS A PRIVATE RESIDENCE AND IS NOT HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE.

Thousands of Hallmark Ornaments,
Antique Ornaments from Germany,
Russia and Czechoslovakia,
Fairy Garden, Ceramic Village,
Gingerbread Village,
Collections of: Snow Babies,
Miniatures, Nativities, Santas,
Stockings, Sleds, Wreaths,
Nutcrackers, Annalee Dolls,
and so much more!

    
    

    
Last tour starts at 8:00 p.m. Self-guided tour takes approximately 1 hour.

Free valet parking for this event is at 8061 Marsh Rd., Algonac, MI.

SHUTTLE RUNS CONTINUOUSLY, EVERY 15 MIN.
THROUGHOUT THE EVENING.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT WWW.THECHRISTMASWALK.COM
Having an estate or garage sale? Downsizing? Got Christmas items? Call
us first! Best prices on vintage or antique Christmas ornaments and decorations.
Buying all year long. Call Al at (810) 614-8034.
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(810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!
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Stop in for a meal, house-made dessert or a nightcap!
Treat your friends, family and holiday guests to our 
unique, unusual and eclectic gathering place. We’re 
always servin’ up FUN FOOD, making us a great place 

for your celebrations and get-togethers!
 

SERVIN ’

NOW ON INSTAGRAM! FOLLOW US
@FOXFIREFIXINSRESTAURANT

FULL BAR
Proudly
Servin’

Beer

TRADITIONAL
TOM A N DJERRY
DRINKS
THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON !!

Beer-Wine-Liquor
&Moonshine

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL 2PM

SUN
7AM
- 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

MON- THURS
7:30AM
- 10PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 9PM
BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

FRI
7:30AM
- 11PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM

Check out our
Facebook to
vote in the
Weekend
Drink
Contest!

BREAKFAST SERVED UNTIL NOON

HOUSE-MADE DESSERTS

SAT
7AM
- 11PM
KITCHEN CLOSES AT 10PM


 

 

  



  

 
 

DELICIOUS MEAL VARIETY

 
  

7200 River Rd., Marine City, MI 48039 | www.foxfirefixins.com | 810-765-9255

HOME DELIVERY

Foxfire Freezin’s

OF SOME FAVORITES FROM OUR MENU

AVAILABLE AS OF DECEMBER 5, 2018

ORDER ONLINE AT FOXFIRE FIXINS.COM/FOXFIRE-FREEZINS
OR OVER THE PHONE AT (810) 765-9255! ORDER ONLINE ANYTIME!

Homemade Dishes

without having to cook!
Made without additives or preservatives!

FREE
DELIVERY!

Delivery
the first &
third week
each month

Remindern
Notificatiohrs
from Us 24e of
in advancday
delivery

VISIT THE WEBSITE TO SEE FULL LIST OF ZIP CODES IN DELIVERY AREA!

We cook it fresh, then freeze it fast,
so all you have to do is thaw,

Heat and Eat!

Po rt io n
Si ze s fo r
O ne or
fo r Tw o

$5 0
Mi nim um
Or de r*

N O M ONTHLY C OMMITMENT R EQUIRED!

mak

in
Available

nt.

any amou

P AYMENT D UE AT T IME OF O RDER*

ORDER AT FOXFIREFIXINS.COM/FOXFIRE-FREEZINS OR CALL (810) 765-9255.

*$50 M INIMUM O RDER | P RE-P AY O NLY
ON OUR WEBSITE, WE ALSO
ACCEPT DINERS CLUB, JCB,
MAESTRO AND UNIONPAY.

Al so
av ai la bl e
fo r
pi ck up

s
e
t
a
c
i
f
i
t
r
G i f t Ce GeR E A T G i f t s !

*M UST ORDER 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF DELIVERY WEEK. D ELIVERY F IRST & T HIRD W EEK E ACH M ONTH.
W E WILL GIVE YOU A C OURTESY R EMINDER N OTIFICATION 24 HOURS IN A DVANCE OF D ELIVERY D AY. P ICK U P ALSO AVAILABLE.
Consuming raw or undercooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfish or eggs may increase your risk of
foodborne illness, especially if you have certain medical conditons. We cannot guarantee that any of our
products are safe for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg, wheat or other food allergies.
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

MARKET MATTERS
When it comes to buying or selling a home, there are many factors
that you should consider. Where you want to live, why you want to
buy or sell, and who will help you along your journey are just some
of those factors. When it comes to today’s real estate market, though,
the top two factors to consider are what’s happening with interest
rates and inventory.
The average home loan rates hit 5% recently (a seven-year high).
Interest rates impact real estate markets and history shows that
interest rates tend to hit their highs shortly after property values
peak. Although interest rates are slightly higher, buyers are locking
in rates lower than they will be in the future. While home prices have
appreciated over the course of the last decade, increases are more
likely the result of inventory. Supply hasn’t been able to keep up with
demand, which has helped increase prices, albeit slightly. In many
markets, upper-end values have flattened out and some are even
declining. This is a trend to watch as we move into the winter months.
National Association of Realtors sm chief economist, Dr. Lawrence Yun,
forecasts a 3% decrease in the number of real estate sales in 2018, and
that sales will increase by 1% in 2019. Dr. Yun expects median home
prices to increase 3.1% in 2019, and says, "Home price appreciation
will slow down – the days of easy price gains are coming to an end –
but prices will continue to rise,"
Dr. Yun predicts as well an increase in home production: “All
indications are that we have a housing shortage…If you look at
population growth and job growth, it is clear that we are not
producing enough houses.” He said the national economy is “good”,
with record low unemployment and increasing wages; and “ This type
of activity in the economy should support the housing market, even
as interest rates rise.”
The Federal Reserve remains on track to increase rates in December,
and mortgage rates are likely to continue trending up a bit in 2019.

to read online anytime!

December 2018

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

gifcatrds

make wonderful

810-329-7118

gifts!

K
BE SURE TO PIC
AY!
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Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“It was our belief that the love of possessions
is a weakness to be overcome. . . .
Children must early learn the beauty of generosity.
They are taught to give what they prize most,
that they may taste the happiness of giving. . . .
The Indians in their simplicity literally give
away all that they have—to relatives, to guests
of other tribes or clans, but above all to the
poor and the aged, from whom they
can hope for no return.”

Ohiyesa, Charles Alexander Eastman, Santee Dakota - Physician and Writer

***

DO I KEEP MY HOUSE ON THE MARKET OVER THE HOLIDAYS?
The answer used to be “no”, but with the internet and our active lifestyles, really, the
selling season never ends. We recommend to our sellers that they stay on the market
through the holiday season and winter months, although preparing for family and
visiting out-of-town guests, for special events, parties and dinners may make showings
inconvenient at times. Here is a list of why you should stick with it through the holidays:
1. Buyers are looking year-round. 👀 👀
2. They may be motivated by relocation time concerns.
3. Buyers tend to be more serious at this time of year. They have to be serious
to look at houses in the cold and snow! The “tire kickers” and the “I’m in no
hurry to decide" buyers stay home.
4. Many buyers will have vacation and holiday time, with long weekends and
days off to give them time for their home search.
5. Since a lot of sellers do take their homes off the market at this time of year,
the inventory is smaller and your home will stand out as one of fewer choices.
6. Finally, homes decorated for the holidays (if not too cluttered) have a warmth
and family-friendly feeling that is appealing to many buyers.
If you decide to wait until after the holidays, we recommend getting on the
market in January to get a jump on other sellers.
All in all, if planned well, the holiday and cold weather seasons
can be a successful marketing time for you. Contact your
Realtor℠ – he or she can be an invaluable
source of hints, tips and suggestions.

Have a safe and joyous
holiday season!

Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland, Macomb Counties
and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of realtors. They are affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and
Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or (810) 278-6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

We have hundreds of clocks to choose from.
Alarm, Table, Mantel, Desk, Grandfather and
Wall. Every one on sale at amazing prices.
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Hospice Provides Support, Education to Family
Contributed by Faith Jaciuk, Community Liaisons for Grace Hospice, Marysville, Michigan

The primary focus of a hospice care plan is to ensure that the patient remains
comfortable and enjoys the highest quality of life possible for the duration of the
illness. However, the hospice team recognizes that the role of caring for a loved
one at home can be taxing on the family members involved.
Through education and support, the interdisciplinary team can help the family
as they navigate this challenging journey.
There is often uncertainty and anxiety about what should or shouldn’t be
done for the patient needing care. The hospice nurses are experienced in
providing education on appropriate use of medications to maintain comfort and
alleviate distressing symptoms. They will instruct the caregivers on when to give
certain medications for pain relief, help with breathing, avoiding constipation
and addressing other symptoms as needed. The nurses also provide emotional
support and prepare the family for what changes to expect as the illness
progresses. The family is reminded that they can call the hospice team 24 hours
a day if they have any questions regarding care. Knowledge fosters confidence
and reduces fear of the unknown.
The hospice aide also plays a role in educating family members. The aide can
instruct caregivers on providing personal care for their loved ones. Techniques
are demonstrated for bathing, repositioning and even changing bed linens for
patients that are confined to bed. The aide can also suggest which lotions and
powders may be most appropriate to enhance patient comfort based on their
physical condition. Of course, all members of the hospice are trained to provide
emotional support as families cope with the anticipated loss of their loved one.

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!

Give a Gift
that Lasts
the Entire
Year!

We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

SUBSCRIBE TO ENJOY
ONLY $2 AN ISSUE!

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

START MY SUBSCRIPTION:

Mailed directly in
a sealed envelope.

MONTH

YEAR

AT HOME!

6 MONTHS FOR $12
12 MONTHS FOR $24
___ MONTHS FOR $____

VISA
MASTERCARD
DISCOVER
AMERICAN EXPRESS
CHECK ENCLOSED
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

A One Year
Subscription
is Only $24

Includes a greeting card the first month.
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MAIL PAYMENTS TO:

8061 Marsh Rd.
Clay, MI. 48001

Call (810) 794-2300 to order over the phone!

Hospice can be involved in the patient’s life for days, weeks or months,
depending on when they are brought onto service. Typically, the more time the
team has to care for the patients and families, the more helpful they can be. It is
important to note, though, that the support for the family continues beyond the
passing of the patient. Bereavement services are provided up to thirteen months
after an individual passes. This allows the team to reach out in support of the
family during holidays, birthdays and even the first anniversary of the patient’s
death.
Hospice can be a blessing to those with terminal illnesses and their loved ones
as well. All members of the interdisciplinary team work collaboratively to meet
the needs of the patient and their family members. Maintaining comfort, dignity
and respect are the ultimate goals.
The staff at Grace Hospice is available to answer specific questions or provide
more detailed information, if needed. Feel free to call the agency at any time at
(810) 294-8580.
Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to be legal or medical advice.

1-810-543-3899
#1 Generac
Dealer
in
the
Blue
Water
Area
1-800-400-8941
22805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48036

STAY WARM & COZY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Never Lose Power!

A Name You Can Trust

Bubba
wishes you a
Merry Christmas
and wants to
remind you:
“Don’t Be
Hounded by
Power
Outages!”

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE.

www.budgetelectricgenerator.com

www.generac.com

Premier
Award-Winning
P WERPRO Dealer

YEAR-END SPECIAL!

$

STARTING AT

5,900

INSTALLED

PLUS FREE 5-YEAR WARRANTY*
*Basic install includes 25’ electrical,
20’ gas. Permits are extra.
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS.

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

Exp. 12/31/18
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If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
by December 12, 2018. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary
to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given
the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

Grand Blanc – December 1
HCNG's Holly Jolly Party, 8185

Holly Rd., Suite 14, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m. It is the most wonderful time of
the year and Hanczaryk Chiropractic
Neurology Group and Pfaff Homes
want to share this magical time of the
year with you. Join us for a visit with
Santa – everyone receives a free
picture – cookie decorating and so
much more. This event is free to our
patients, their friends and family and to
the community. For more information
call (810) 584-7170.

HURON

Bad Axe – December 2 & 15
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Huron County Senior Center, 150
Nugent Rd. Admission for dances $6.
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio. Bring finger food and friends.
Entertainment on December 2 will be
Lighthouse Three. A catered dinner
will be available for $6 for dinner and/
or dance. Catered dinner at 1:00 p.m.,
dancing from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sign up necessary 10 days prior to
dance. This is our Christmas Party.
On December 15, dancing from 7:00
p.m. – 10:30 p.m., with entertainment
by Melody Magic. For more information
call Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

LAPEER

Lapeer – December 1
Annual Downtown Lapeer
Christmas Parade, downtown area,

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. The theme will
be "A Charlie Brown Christmas" and
will feature 30 – 35 entries. Santa will
be marshalling the parade. After the
parade, Santa will head in front of the
Historic Courthouse, located adjacent
to the Farmer's Market Pavilion, until
every kid has been seen.

Lapeer – December 15
Frank Sinatra and Friends
Birthday and Christmas Tribute
Show, Lapeer Elks Lodge #2567, 200
E. Nepessing St., 7:00 p.m. Tribute

artists Gary Nixon, Steve London and
others will entertain. $20 per person or
a table of 8 for $140. RSVP only. For
tickets call Gary at (810) 441-9075.

MACOMB

Memphis – all of 2018
Bottle and Can Drive, various

locations. Woman's Life Chapter 855
is collecting bottles and cans all year
long to help those in need. For a
representative of our group call
(586) 392-5136.

Romeo – December 1
Simpson Park Camp's Starlight
Christmas, 70199 Campground

Rd. Take a horse-drawn wagon tour
through the luminaria-lit paths of our
Victorian-era village. Invite family,
friends and your church groups to
come and enjoy the living nativity.
Marvel at the walk-through collection
of angels displayed. Warm up with
cider and desserts and sing along
with carolers in the Tabernacle.
For additional information visit
simpsonparkcamp.org/events and
click on 5th Annual Starlight Christmas.

Memphis – December 2
Freewill Spaghetti Dinner,

American Legion Post 566, 34330
Bordman Rd., 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome. Serving homemade
sauce over pasta, garlic bread, salad
and homemade desserts. Carry-outs
available. For more information call
Mary Beth at (586) 291-7029.

Washington Twp. – December
5, 12 & 19
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington
Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57900 Van Dyke
(between 26 Mile Rd. and West),
8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 1st three visits
are free. For more information contact
Kim at (586) 933-3286.

Richmond – December 7
Coming Home for the Holidays,
Historic Village, 4:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m. Be transported by wagon trolley

around town for special events,
shopping and a step into the past at
the Village where buildings will be
open and decorated for the holidays.
Enjoy the small town atmosphere and
Christmas spirit. For more information
call Kathy at (586) 623-2779.

Clinton Twp. – December 8
4th Annual Cookie Walk, Trinity

Lutheran Church, 38900 Harper,
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Parking is in
back of the church. Soups, jellies, fruit
breads, candies, gluten-free cookies
and misc. kitchen items will also be
available. Proceeds will be distributed
among various Christian and local
charities. $6 per lb. and gluten-free is
$8 per lb. For more information email
barbheckmann@yahoo.com.

Memphis – December 8
Cookie Walk, American Legion Post

566, 34330 Bordman Rd., doors open
at 1:00 p.m. We will be serving coffee,
tea and, of course, cookie samples.
Please bring a container to take your
cookies home. Please pre-register
so we can be prepared with many
different kinds of cookies. Donations
for cookies are $4 per lb. Proceeds
go to American Legion Post 566.
For more information or to register
contact Mary by phone or email before
December 5 at (586) 291-7029 or
womensaux566@gmail.com.

Memphis – December 9
Freewill Pancakes and More,

American Legion Post 566, 9:00 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m. You won't be disappointed.
For more information call Mary
at (586) 291-7029 or email her at
womensaux566@gmail.com.

Mt. Clemens – December 9
Jingle Journey, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00

p.m. Enjoy a Jingle Journey in Mt.
Clemens with a visit to the Anton
Art Center, Crocker House Museum
and the Michigan Transit Museum.
A free shuttle bus will provide
transportation between these sites.
You will find Christmas activities for
the whole family. Santa will be at the
Crocker House for "take your own"
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photographs in the nursery. Elf on
the Shelf will be telling her Christmas
story and carols will be played on the
old pump organ. The kids can make
their own scrap-art cookie and then
enjoy coloring while eating cookies
and watching old silent Christmas
films from the turn of the century. You
will then find trolleys of the season
in the historic Mount Clemens Depot
and "make & take" crafts at the Anton
Art Center. Entrance fee at each
location. For more information visit
crockerhousemuseum.org or email
crockerdirector@yahoo.com.

New Baltimore – December 9
Flea Market/Craft/Vendor Show,
New Baltimore VFW Hall, 35011 23
Mile Rd., 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
8-foot tables can be rented for $10
each – no reservation needed. Set
up at 8:00 a.m. Free admission to
shop. Breakfast will be available to
purchase in the back lounge area.
For more information call Michelle
at (586) 746-6242.

Washington Twp.
December 13
Ukulele Hawaiian Christmas
Concert, Washington Center, 57880

Van Dyke, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Free.
Join us for a Hawaiian Christmas
concert. Enjoy some traditional
holiday songs with songs of the season
that are traditional in the Hawaiian
Islands. For more information call (586)
752-6543.

Memphis – December 22
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00
p.m. $10 per player. 50/50 drawing.
Prize money for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.
Snacks available. Everyone welcome.
For more information email Frank at
memphismichlions@yahoo.com.

OAKLAND

Royal Oak – December 1, 2,
7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22,
23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 & 31
Wild Lights, Detroit Zoo, 8450 W.
10 Mile Rd. The Detroit Zoo will light
up the night this holiday season with
its annual light display presented by
Strategic Staffing Solutions. More than
five million twinkling LED lights will
brighten the evening sky and illuminate
buildings, trees and 265 sculptures –
more than 220 of which are animals
– throughout the front half of the Zoo.
For more information, including times
and ticket prices, visit detroitzoo.org or
call (248) 541-5717.

Rochester Hills – December
6, 13, 20 & 27
Coffee, Cake and True Islam,

Masjid Mahmood (Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community Center), 1730 W. Auburn
Rd., 7:00 p.m. Completely free! Ask
questions, get answers and learn.
Join us for a warm cup of coffee, cake
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and some engaging conversation.
All are welcome. For more
information call (248) 677-1316 or
email tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

Royal Oak – December 9
Royal Oak Historical Society
Holiday Tea, 1411 Webster, 2:00

p.m. – 5:00 p.m. $25 per person
– limited to 32 people. Fancy hats
encouraged! Enjoy a variety of
delicious teas and scrumptious treats.
Celebrate the holiday season with
family, friends and a "good cuppa!"
For more information or to register
call 248) 439-1501.

ST. CLAIR

Port Huron – December 1
Blue Water New Horizons Band,
Port Huron Convention Center, 800
Harker St., 10:00 a.m. – noon. All are
welcome. For more information call
Malinda at (810) 985-6136.

Port Huron Twp.
December 1 & 2
Blue Water Humane Society 36th
Annual Christmas "Pawzaar",

4100 Griswold Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. on Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00
p.m. on Sunday. Christmas gifts,
decorations, white elephant items,
knick knacks, household items, logo
sweatshirts, T-shirts, toys, jewelry, our
famous catnip socks and more. Pet pix
with Santa on Sunday for $10 each.
Raffles. For more information call Judy
at (810) 794-7906.

All St. Clair County Libraries
December 1 – 15
Trim the Mitten Trees. Help keep

someone warm this winter! Trees will
be set up at each library location to
receive store-bought or handmade
scarves, gloves, hats and mittens to
help those in need. Items collected
will be donated to local charitable
organizations in each library's
community.

Port Huron – December 1 – 15
Stuff a Stocking, Port Huron
Library, 210 McMorran Blvd. Help
Blue Water Safe Horizons by donating
items needed for girls and boys,
from diapers to bottles, to PJs and
toys. These children need some
holiday cheer. Please help them by
filling a stocking this year. Return
your gift by December 15 and we will
deliver it. For more information call
(810) 987-7323 ext. 124.

Capac – December 4
Cinnamon Christmas
Ornaments, Capac Library,

111 N. Main, 2:00 p.m. Stop in and
make homemade cinnamon Christmas
ornaments from just
three simple ingredients. Everything
is provided. For more information
call (810) 395-7000.

Algonac – December 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20,
21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29 & 30
15th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, parking at

8061 Marsh Rd., every night times are
5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (last shuttle to
the home leaves at 8:00 p.m.) Over
220 Christmas trees decorated with
authentic ornaments from the 1850s
to the present are displayed all inside
three levels of a 9,500 square foot
log home. It is a magical experience!
This event does not sell out! For
more information and ticket prices
visit thechristmaswalk.com or call
(810) 794-2300.

Marysville – December 6
A Visit with Santa, Marysville

Library, 1175 Delaware, 5:30 p.m.
Santa Claus is coming to town! Join
us for a special visit, along with crafts
and a cookie-decorating activity.
Don't forget your camera. For more
information call (810) 364-9493.

Fair Haven – December
7 & 14
Family Storytime, Ira Township

Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:00
a.m. Stories, music and crafts for
children ages 0 – 5 years old and their
caregivers. For more information call
(586) 725-9081.

Kimball – December 7
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek American

Legion Post #525, 7150 Smiths
Creek Rd., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$8 for adults, $3 for children under
10. Includes: fish (deep fried), dry
batter or beer batter, also baked
(no batter), baked potato, coleslaw,
tossed salad, dinner roll, water, coffee
and a piece of cake for dessert. Pop
$1 a can. For more information email
hayman11@comcast.net.

Memphis – December 7
Teen Holiday Cards, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 3:00 p.m.
Create fun holiday cards! Materials
provided. For more information call
(810) 392-2980.

Algonac – December 8
Christmas Gathering with Santa
Claus, Algonac-Clay Library, 2011
St. Clair River Dr., 12:00 p.m. Come
on out and meet Santa Claus. He will
be here to listen to what you want for
Christmas. We will also have some
holiday crafts for the children to work
on while Santa is here. For more
information call (810) 794-4471.

Lakeport – December 8
Friends of Burtchville Township
Library Annual Cookie and Craft
Sale, Burtchville Township Library,
7097 Second St., 10:00 a.m. Buyers
may choose from a large assortment
of cookies, sold by a mixed dozen.
There will also be a small selection of

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!

crafts available to purchase for your
gifting needs. Shop early to get the
best selection. For more information
call (810) 385-8550.

Marine City – December 8
Kirigami Creations, Marine City

Library, 300 S. Parker, 2:00 p.m.
Kirigami is the art of folding and
cutting paper to make all kinds of
decorations. Join us and create some
winter cut-outs to spruce up your
space. All materials provided. Ages
12 – 18. For more information call
(810) 765-5233.

Yale – December 8
Christmas Make-and-Take, Yale

Library, 2 Jones St., 10:00 a.m. Drop
into the library and join us for crafts
and lots of fun. Make a Christmas
craft for yourself or as a gift. For more
information call (810) 387-2940.

Smiths Creek – December 9
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Masonic
Lodge #491, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
$7 for adults. Includes: pancakes,
French toast, eggs, bacon, toast,
potatoes, orange juice, coffee
and milk (white or chocolate).
For more information email
hayman11@comcast.net.

St. Clair – December 13
Community Sing, St. Clair Library,

310 S. Second St., 6:00 p.m. Enjoy an
evening of music and song. Bring your
kids and neighbors for a community
sing-along. Why? Just for the joy of it!
"Christmas Carols" is the theme. This
is a general program for all ages. For
more information call (810) 329-3951.

Capac – December 15
Cookie Walk, St. Nicholas Catholic

Church Hall, 4331 Capac Rd., 9:00
a.m. Purchase a large tin for $9 and
fill it with your choice of delicious,
homemade Christmas cookies. Come
early for the best selection. For more
information call (810) 395-2049.

Kimball – December 15
Holiday Cookie Sale, Kimball

Township Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd.,
10:00 a.m. Get into the holiday spirit
with the most amazing cookie sale –
lots of variety, and the best cookies
around! It's the perfect way to bring
some holiday cheer to someone you
love. Come for the cookies; stay
for Santa. For more information
call (810) 982-9171.

Port Huron – December 16
Blue Water New Horizons
Band, First Church of the Nazarene,
1923 Garfield St., 2:00 p.m. All are
welcome. For more information call
Malinda at (810) 985-6136.

Marysville – December 20
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Marysville Library, 1175
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Delaware Ave., 6:00 p.m. The meeting
will be a potluck dinner. All members
of SCCFHG are invited to attend.
Please note that this meeting is one
week earlier than usual due to the
Christmas holiday. Anyone interested
in local history or researching their
family history is welcome to attend as
a guest or may become a member.
For more information send an email to
grannyfran21@sbcglobal.net.

Port Huron – December 28
Family Game Night, YMCA of the

Blue Water Area, 1525 Third St.,
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Bring your
favorite board game and challenge
your family and others to a fun night of
popcorn and laughs. Popcorn, water
and some of our favorite games
will be provided. For more information
call (810) 987-6400.

SANILAC

Sandusky – December 8 & 31
Thumb Dance Club, Maple
Valley School, 138 Maple Valley
St., 7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome – bring finger
foods (for 8:30 p.m.) and friends.
Admission $6 for members, $7
for guests (regular dances). $10
membership per year. Entertainment
on December 8 provided by The
Natural Tones. This is our Christmas
Dance, with a catered dinner at 6:00
p.m. Sign-up is necessary for dinner
and costs $10. On December 31 (our
special New Year's Eve Dinner and
Dance) entertainment provided by
Lighthouse Three. Noisemakers, hats
and balloons galore for a fun-filled
evening at the low cost of $10.
7:30 p.m. potluck (Club provides
scalloped potatoes and fried
chicken). For more information
call Dorothy at (810) 404-4250 or
Gordon at (810) 712-1427.

TUSCOLA

Vassar – December 1
Vassar Christmas Craft
Spectacular, Vassar High School,
220 Athletic St., 9:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. To be a vendor contact
TJ Beckman at (989) 882-7338 or
tbeckman8907@gmail.com.

WAYNE

Detroit – December 16
All I Want for Christmas,

Promiseland Church, 1000 E.
State Fair Ave., 1:30 p.m. – 5:30
p.m. Directly after our 2nd service
(11:00 a.m.), enjoy the festivities:
Christmas dinner, Christmas
play, gifts, Christmas angel tree,
Christmas carols, crafts and more.
Get your tickets at Eventbrite.
com. For more information email
promiselandyouth33@gmail.com or
call (734) 219-3172.
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GRAIN-FREE
DOG FOODS

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

In July of this year, the FDA issued a public
notification that they are investigating a possible
link between dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM), a
serious heart disease in dogs, and certain dog foods
containing peas, lentils, other legume seeds or potatoes as a main ingredient
replacing grains. The FDA considers a "main ingredient" to be listed in a food’s
ingredient list before the first vitamin or mineral ingredient.
Canine DCM is a disease of a dog’s heart muscle and results in an enlarged
heart. As the heart and its chambers become dilated, it becomes harder for the
heart to pump and the heart valves start leaking, which then leads to a buildup
of fluids in the lungs and the abdominal cavity, the result of which is congestive
heart failure. The underlying cause of DCM is not truly known, but there is a
genetic predisposition for it in large breed dogs, like Doberman pinschers, Irish
wolfhounds, boxers, Great Danes and Cocker Spaniels. Taurine deficiency is
one potential cause of DCM, more commonly seen occurring in cats. Dogs are
generally able to make taurine on their own, but cats lack the ability to internally
synthesize taurine, so it must be supplied in their food.
Veterinary cardiologists reported to the FDA that they had been seeing DCM
among other breeds, including golden retrievers, golden doodle mixes, Labrador
retrievers and Shih Tzus that are not breeds genetically predisposed to the disease.
It appears that the common factor between these newly-diagnosed dogs was that
they were all being fed grain-free diets that listed peas, lentils, chickpeas or
potatoes as a main ingredient. At this time researchers do not know why these
diets may be a problem for some dogs. It could be the absence of grains, the
presence of the legumes or something else entirely. There was a group of Golden

to read online anytime!

Retrievers and Cocker Spaniels that did have low taurine levels, but the taurine
levels in other affected dogs were normal, leading researchers to speculate that
the consumption of these diets somehow negatively affects taurine production,
leading to DCM being caused by the taurine-deficiency.
At this time the FDA is not advising any dietary changes solely based on the
information gathered thus far. They do, however, recommend reviewing the
ingredient list on your pets’ diet for the main ingredients and consulting with
your veterinarian if you have any questions or concerns. They also want both
veterinarians and pet owners to be aware of potential signs of DCM, including
decreased energy, coughing, difficulties with breathing or episodes of collapse.
If your dog displays any of these symptoms, you should see your veterinarian
immediately. The FDA also encourages pet owners and veterinary professionals
to report cases of DCM in dogs suspected of having a link to a diet that may be
high in any of the above-mentioned ingredients commonly used to replace grains.
The FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine advises everyone to not panic.
There are grain-free diets that do not contain potatoes, peas, lentils or other seeds
of legumes as main ingredients and have not been implicated as concerning
regarding DCM. To date, there have been no recalls on grain-free diets, but the
FDA is working with veterinary nutritionists and the food manufacturers to find
out the potential link. Currently, there is no research to demonstrate that grainfree diets offer any health benefits over diets that contain grains. Grains are an
important source of protein and other nutrients in meat-based diets. Grains have
not been linked to any health problems, except in the rare situation when a pet
has an allergy to a specific grain. Since different dogs have different nutritional
needs based on several factors, nutrition advice is not one-size-fits-all. The FDA
recommends consulting your veterinarian for personalized advice about what to
feed your dog.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located
at 2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other
pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.
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reat your holiday guests to something special this Christmas. From mouthwatering spritz cookie recipes that will outshine the rest, to delicious hot cocoa
boosted with salted caramel and an edible candy spoon on the side, you’ll be the
host with the most in no time at all.

Spritz Cookies with a Little Glitz You know gingerbread and sugar cookie, but do you
recall the most impressive cookie of all? Spritz cookies are fast and fun. Use a Wilton
Cookie Press to make dozens of delicious, perfectly-shaped uniform cookies quickly. Add a spritz of
edible silver or gold Color Mist Food Color Spray to make them shiny and bright.
Santa’s Favorite Spritz Cookie Indulge Santa’s sweet tooth with decadent chocolate spritz cookie
sandwiches filled with a layer of peppermint icing. Take a shortcut by using decorator icing that is
already flavored and ready to squeeze, perfect for the time-crunched holidays.
Ho-Ho-Hot Cocoa with a Twist There’s nothing quite as comforting as a cup of hot cocoa on a cold
winter day, but add a dash of salted caramel flavor and you’re in for a real treat. Made with velvety
Dark Cocoa Candy Melts candy, steamed milk and a splash of Treatology Salted Caramel flavor, this
cocoa offers just the right balance of salty and sweet.
Melt-in-Your-Mouth Sugar Cookie Spoons The delicious taste of sweet, baked Christmas cookies
is captured in the Limited Edition Sugar Cookie Flavor Candy Melts candy and made into edible
candy spoons with a microwaveable Spoon-Shaped Silicone Candy Mold.
For more holiday ideas and inspiration, visit wilton.com.

Chocolate Peppermint Spritz Sandwich Cookies

Makes: 4 dozen sandwiches
2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
2/3 cups firmly-packed brown
2/3 cup cocoa powder
		 sugar
1/2 tsp baking soda
1 tsp Wilton Pure Vanilla Extract
1/4 tsp salt
2 eggs
1 1/4 cups (2 1/2 sticks) butter, Wilton Peppermint 		
			softened
Decorating Icing
1 cup granulated sugar
Heat oven to 350° F.
In medium bowl, combine flour, cocoa powder, baking soda and salt.
In large bowl, beat butter and sugars until light and fluffy. Add vanilla and
eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition. Gradually add flour
mixture to butter mixture,
mixing to make a smooth
dough.
Place dough into cookie
press and press cookies onto
ungreased cookie sheet.
Bake 10 – 12 minutes or
until edges are slightly
browned. Cool cookies on pan
on cooling grid 2 minutes.
Remove from pan; cool
completely on grid.
Sandwich cookies together
with Peppermint Decorating
Icing.

Salted Caramel Hot Chocolate Makes: 4 cups
4 cups milk
1 cup Dark Cocoa Candy Melts Candy
1/4 tsp Wilton Treatology Salted Caramel
		Favor Concentrate

In large saucepan, cook milk on medium heat until hot;
remove from heat. Whisk in candy and flavor concentrate.
Continue whisking until candy is melted and mixture is
smooth. Serve immediately.

Sugar Cookie Candy Spoons Makes: 24 spoons
Wilton Sugar Cookie
Candy Melts Candy
(12-ounce bag)
Wilton Christmas Candy
Spoon Mold
Wilton 12-inch Disposable
Decorating Bags

Break 12 candy wafers in half
and place in cavities of mold.

Place mold in microwave and
microwave at half power or
defrost setting for 1 minute.
Gently jiggle and lightly tap
mold to smooth melted candy.
Continue to microwave and
tap at 30-second intervals until
smooth and completely melted.
Alternate melting method:
Melt candy in disposable

decorating bag according to
candy package directions.
Snip a small tip off end of bag
and gently squeeze bag to fill
cavities with melted candy.
Chill filled mold until candy
spoons have hardened, about
10 – 15 minutes. Place mold on
flat surface and gently push on
bottom of cavities to release candy.

Metallic Spritz Cookies

Makes: 10 dozen cookies
3 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking powder
1 1/2 cups (3 sticks) butter,
			softened
1 cup granulated sugar
1 egg
2 TBS milk
1 tsp Wilton Pure
			 Vanilla Extract
1/2 tsp Wilton Imitation
			
Almond Extract
Silver and Gold Color Mist 		
			 Food Sprays			
Buttercream icing
Wilton Silver Sugar Pearls
Wilton Gold Sugar Pearls
Heat oven to 350° F.
In medium bowl, combine flour
and baking powder.
In large bowl, beat butter and sugar
with electric mixer until light and
fluffy. Add egg, milk and extracts;
mix well. Gradually add flour to
butter mixture, mixing to make smooth
dough. Do not chill.
Place dough into cookie press using
an 8-petal flower disk and press cookies
onto ungreased cookie sheet. Bake
10 – 12 minutes or until lightly
browned around edges. Cool cookies
on pan on cooling grid 2 minutes.
Remove from pan; cool completely
on grid. You will need two cookies
per treat.
Use silver or gold Color Mist food
color spray to spray cookies. Let dry,
about 3 – 5 minutes. Turn cookies over
and spray underside. Let dry, about
3 – 5 minutes.
Prepare buttercream icing or use
pre-made buttercream icing. Use tip
12, cut disposable decorating bag,
add icing to bag, pipe elongated
beads on bottom of one cookie,
following cookie shape. Sandwich
two cookies together.
Use tip 4, cut disposable decorating
bag, add icing to bag, pipe a dot
in center of sandwich cookie. Top
dot with either silver or gold sugar
pearls.
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FORT GRATIOT or DOWNTOWN PORT HURON
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Any Size

each

Pillow Top
Queen Set

298
reg. $699

Queen
Foam Set

398
reg. $899

Queen
Plush Set

Queen
Set

598
reg. $1299

798
reg. $1699

Memory Foam
Sold in sets only

Queen Plush
Mattress

998
reg. $2099

Twin Set ............................ $248
Full Set .............................. $278
King Set ............................ $598

Queen
Mattress

1198
reg. $2499

Twin Set ............................ $298
Full Set .............................. $348
King Set ............................ $798

Queen
Mattress

1298
reg. $2699

Twin Set ............................ $398
Full Set .............................. $548
King Set ............................ $998

Pillow Top
Queen
Mattress

Full Set .............................. $748
King Set .......................... $1298

Queen
Mattress

1398

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

QueenMattress

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

PLUS
A FREE

1998

$300
VISA GIFT
CARD

Queen Box Spring ............ $300
Queen Box Spring ............ $899

reg. $3299

Hybrid Silver

Hybrid Cobalt
Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

1598

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

Queen Box Spring ............ $200
Queen Up Base ................ $899

60 SAVE UP TO
MONTHS,
NO

INTEREST!

$600
ON SELECT SETS

will price match any

810-385-6530

810-984-4215

MATTRESS

sold in Michigan, N.Y. or L.A.

