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Many of us get a warm, comforting feeling when we reflect upon our childhood memories of Christmas. For some of us,
we remember the decorated evergreen trees of our youth – how we went out with our families and chose the perfect tree
on a snowy day, brought it home, and decorated it with ornaments from several generations, including those crafted during
our elementary school days. Others think about presents and even reminisce on the year they received their most treasured
gift. Some think of going to the department store in the center of town and viewing the magnificent holiday displays in the
storefront window (if we are old enough) or to a mall to sit on Santa’s lap and tell him what we wanted for Christmas (if
we are of the younger generation). For many, the religious aspects of celebrating the birth of Jesus is the main focal point.
Most families have their own traditions and rituals that are what as adults we now remember with fondness.
Prior to WWI, most everything holiday related was from Germany. In the 1860s, F.W. Woolworth, who invented the
concept of the low-priced display counter, which began the influx of what we knew as “dime stores”, was instrumental in
starting many American families to begin a yearly tradition of decorating their Christmas trees
with store-bought ornaments, rather than fruits, candy, nuts and homemade paper decorations.
After traveling to the Thüringen Valley region of Germany, he came upon a small glass
ornament cottage industry there and sent some home for a trial in his store. They were an
overwhelming hit and glass ornaments became the new norm in Christmas decorating.
Another tradition that carried over from Germany to America was that of creating
a miniature scene underneath
See THE PUTZ Page 6
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our readers
online and is distributed to prime
locations throughout the Thumb area.
We encourage our readers to support
the advertisers who made this issue
possible. Tell them you saw their ads in
ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
or articles not written by our staff.
ThumbPrint News can be mailed
directly to your home for as low as
$2.50 an issue! Call (810) 794-2300
to find out how! Or you can check out
ThumbPrintNews.com/Subscribe
for more information.

BIG CHANGES are taking place
with ThumbPrint News starting with the
January 2020 edition, and I would like to
share the details with all of our readers.
In the past there were four ways that readers could access the
interesting articles and stories in ThumbPrint News and see what
all of the great businesses in the Thumb have to offer through
their advertising in the newspaper. Our biggest distribution
method has been to drop locations throughout the counties we
cover each month. Many of our readers pick up their copies
while patronizing these businesses and, in many cases, the drop
locations are running out of copies well before the next edition
comes out. For the complete Drop Location List to find a drop
close to you, visit ThumbPrintNews.com /drop-location-list.
The second method of distribution was papers were handdelivered directly to homes in selected areas, which were
determined by our publisher and circulation manager. This
method was set up to rotate throughout the counties we covered
as a way to bring awareness of our paper to new and varying
residential areas.
The third way to obtain a monthly copy was to purchase a
subscription to the paper. In this method, the paper is sent through
the mail in an addressed envelope directly to the reader’s mailbox.
Although ThumbPrint News is a free publication, a small fee was
added here to cover the shipping and handling of using direct
mail. Purchasing a subscription is the best way to ensure you’ll
never miss an issue! For more information on subscriptions,
visit ThumbPrintNews.com/subscribe or call our office at
(810) 794-2300 weekdays between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

The fourth and final way to read the paper is for free online
at ThumbPrintNews.com. You can also find every issue of the
paper going back to January 2014 available in this format.
Beginning in January, one of those methods of delivery will
end – the distribution of hand-delivered copies directly to homes
in selected areas. If you have been receiving free issues of the
paper that way, this will be the last issue that you will get. Your
options now to access the newspaper will be picking a free copy
up at one of our drop locations, by reading the paper online or
finally by purchasing a yearly subscription for as low as $2.50
an issue.
As everyone knows, every year the cost of many things go
up. This is the case with the costs of designing, printing and
delivering ThumbPrint News. Rather than raise the costs for
our advertisers (who allow the paper to be a free newspaper
for our readers), we have met as a staff and analyzed how our
advertisers can get even more success with their ads by insuring
that the paper reaches their targeted audiences.
In the past, our paper covered nine counties – Genesee,
Huron, Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola
and Wayne. Starting in January, we will no longer have drop
locations in Huron, Tuscola or Wayne Counties. This is so we
can concentrate on building up drop locations in the areas where
most of our advertisers draw their business from and can reach
more potential customers.
If our readers know of any businesses in the remaining
six counties that currently carry our paper but seem to run
out early in the month, please let us know by emailing
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net so we can increase the number
See EDITOR LETTER Page 21

Advent Worship Services

Wednesdays, December 4, 11, & 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Services

December 24 - 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., & 11:00 p.m.

Christmas Day

December 25 at 10:00 a.m.

REFRIGERATION & HEATING, INC.

586-758-2020
Call for a free estimate for new equipment

Fast, Friendly Repair and Replacement Furnace and Air Conditioning Specialist.

FORGET THE REST – CALL THE BEST
Williams Refrigeration & Heating, Inc.

Service we’re proud of since 1937!

Covering Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties, and now parts of St. Clair County
Receive a

FREE

MEDIA FILTER CABINET
OR HUMIDIFIER
with purchase of a furnace
and air conditioning system*

SAVE

BIG MONEY

with manufacturer
and utility rebates*

Not ready to replace your
equipment yet?

RECEIVE

Need preventative maintenance on
your heating and cooling equipment?

WE’VE GOT YOU
$10 OFF COVERED!
REPAIR SERVICE CHARGE*

*Limited time offer
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415 N. 9th Street
St. Clair, MI 48079
immanuelsc.org
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lthough the Detroit Tigers have struggled to put together a historic season since
winning the World Series in 1984, prior to that the organization was able to produce
winning teams quite consistently – beginning in the 1920s, the club welcomed one of their
most influential players in Tiger’s history, who played a vital role in their success over the
next two decades.
Born on a farm in Fowlerville, Michigan, on May 11, 1903, Charles Leonard Gehringer
was the third child of Theresa and Leonard Gehringer. Their family soon moved to another
farm near Fowlerville, where his father made a living working their land, but the backbreaking labor was something that never appealed to Charles. Spending any free time he had
away from the farm playing sports, he soon earned a position on Fowlerville High School’s
roster, pitching and playing infield. Despite his parents not supporting his participation in
athletics, he continued to work at the game, boasting only one loss throughout his three
years on the team – Fowlerville’s diamond was eventually renamed Gehringer Field.
After finishing high school, Charles was given the opportunity to leave the family farm
when his parents hired a man to perform his work. Taking full advantage of the chance to
get out of the family business, Charles was accepted into the University of Michigan to
study physical education in 1922. While baseball was his true passion, he also played other
sports, including basketball and football, which proved to be worthwhile since basketball
earned him a full ride to U of M – this was the only sport he lettered in during the one year
he spent at the university. As luck would have it, a Tigers’ outfielder, Bobby Veach, went on
a hunting trip to Charles’ hometown. While he was there, locals kept urging him to watch a
local kid play – he was so impressed by Gehringer that he convinced Frank Navin and Ty
Cobb to come watch him play.
After playing for the University of Michigan, Gehringer
was signed by the Tigers in 1924 – it was said that his
contract equaled $3,900, which included his $300 bonus.
He later recalled the exciting time early in his career,
stating, “I would’ve signed for nothing. …When I was a
kid, you see, I used to keep a kind of scrapbook. I used to
paste newspaper pictures of Cobb and Veach and Harry
Heilmann, and here I was going to play with them.”
Gehringer was first sent to play in the Michigan-Ontario
League before being pulled up to the major league for
the final five games of the 1924 season, getting six hits
from 13 at bats – sadly, Gehringer’s father passed away
earlier that year just before he made his professional
debut. He returned to the international league in 1925,
playing for the Tigers the last eight games of the year.
The following season Gehringer earned a spot on the
Tiger’s roster, and while he began the year on the bench,
he got his big break when Frank O’Rourke came down with the measles. During his rookie
season in the MLB, Gehringer boasted a .277 batting average throughout 123 games.

By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
During the 1927 season, Gehringer was able to increase his batting average to .317, with
his breakthrough year coming in 1929, when he led the league in almost every category with
215 hits, 131 runs, 45 doubles, 19 triples, hitting .339. One of Gehringer’s most impressive
traits was his ability to stay healthy, which earned him records that are still in place today.
One of those records was playing in consecutive games; he was up to 511 games by 1931
when he had to sit out due to injuries. When the All-Star game took place in 1933, Charles
made the team, a feat he was able to achieve five more times throughout his career. While
the Tigers struggled at times during the previous season, they were able to earn a 101-53
record in 1934, making it to the World Series for the first time since 1909. Gehringer led
the American League in both hits and runs, but the Tigers lost to the St. Louis Cardinals in
seven games – following the season, Charles was part of the All-Star team as they played
a tour in Japan.

1937 All-Star players, from left to right Gehrig, Cronin, Dickey,
DiMaggio, Charlie Gehringer, Foxx and Greenberg

After a disappointing game seven loss in the World Series the year before, Gehringer and
the Tigers came back with a chip on their shoulders. Charles boasted a .330 batting average
with 123 runs as the Tigers once again returned to the championship series, besting the
Chicago Cubs in six games and becoming the 1935 World Series Champions. August of
their winning year is when Gehringer’s second streak of games played ended at 577 games,
which is a franchise record (Pete Rose is the only other player to have two streaks of at least
500 games played). At the age of 34, Charles was awarded the American League’s Most
Valuable Player after leading Major League Baseball with a batting average of .371. The
1938 season marked the last year Gehringer was named to the All-Star team, and with his
baseball career seemingly slowing down, he started a manufacturing business catered to the
auto industry – since there wasn’t the same amount of money in baseball during this time in
history, Charles had odd jobs in the winter, such as working at a sporting goods store, and
never made more than $35,000 a year from baseball. From 1932 to 1938, Gehringer was
one of the top 10 players for voting as the league’s most valuable player each year.
As Gehringer grew older, his ability to stay healthy
See FOWLERVILLE Page 26
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the Christmas tree, with tiny houses made of wood and
cardboard, miniature animals and people, and landscaping
elements added from items gathered in nature – sticks and stones, and miniscule
mountains built of rocks and dirt. The Germans called these a “putz”. The
focal point of each putz would be a crèche.
However, once WWI began, the supply of Christmas ornaments and putz
items coming from Germany dried up. F.W. Woolworth, needing to stock his
store with Christmas items, looked for another source abroad. This time he
set out to Japan. Although the Christmas traditions of Europe and America
were somewhat foreign to the Japanese, they used their industrious ingenuity to
create many of the holiday items that were no longer available once trade with
Germany was put on hold.
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Around 1927-28, Japan started supplying the U.S. with the first cardboard
houses for use in putz scenes. A few years later, lights were added to a round
opening in the back of the houses and now the village under the tree could be
illuminated.
These cardboard houses became an instant hit and remained one of the
standards of Christmas decorating from then until the mid-1960s. Today,
cardboard houses are one of the most sought after Christmas collectibles, with
several companies now producing reproduction versions of these delightful
creations.
The collecting of cardboard Christmas houses is a fascinating hobby. Certain
features, such as unusual materials used in construction, the colors of the paint,
the graphics used on the tissue paper windows
See THE PUTZ Page 22
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Ch�n�� Y��� Wa���...Ch�n�� Y��� Li��!

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, ThumbPrint News Columnist
The day after Thanksgiving through the 26th of December can feel like one long,
continuous day. It certainly has the longest to-do list of the year. Plus, this specific
to-do list is different than most because it comes with extra pressure; a huge deadline
is looming. Some of that pressure comes from outside our front door from friends,
in-laws and yes, even Facebook. And some of that pressure not only comes from
within, but seems to peak daily right at the moment we're ready to hit the sack. I’ve
watched that to-do list bring some of my friends, particularly my mom friends, to
their knees just shy of December 25th. It’s like they are pitching game seven in a
holiday world series every day for a month.
I want to tell my friends to calm down, stop thinking, stop planning, stop doing.
And so for this Christmas, I am making the unconventional suggestion of saying:
STOP. STOP. STOP. I’m not suggesting that you bag Christmas all together, but I
am suggesting you look to your heart, feel with your heart and picture the Christmas
memories you want to think about on December 26th – and then pick three or four
moments that give you a chill.
What came up as some favorite things? Things that would leave you feeling low
if they didn’t happen? For me and most, it’s having a Christmas tree. But do I
need to have every ornament on it to make it perfect? Not really, but I do need to
have a small collection of ornaments that my heavenly mom gave me over the years
sparkling on the tree. Every year I say that I’ll make six or seven different cookies,
but the truth is that I have two cookies that I need in December. The smell and taste
of those cookies fills me up, and the truth is the other five recipes are nice, but not
necessary.
Your Christmas will not crash if a few things are left unchecked on that mammoth
task list. When you look at your list, maybe think about your senses. What senses
need to be awakened this season and how? What do you need to smell to get that
feeling that it is, indeed, Christmastime…pine, cinnamon or sugar cookies? What do
you need to see…a tree topper, maybe a manger scene? What do you need to hear…
Nat King Cole, Maria Carey or bells?
Further, I think this drastic suggestion might work for a completely different set
of reasons, other than reducing the perennial holiday exhaustion. Many people, me
included, will have fewer people at the Christmas dinner table this year. My poor
family lost three people in 16 months; this is our first Christmas without all three of
them. Understandably, my yuletide energy is lower than other years. I actually had
random thoughts of not putting up a tree, a thought I’d never thought I’d have. But,
I told myself that putting up Christmas decorations will help me feel closer to my
heavenly parents and sister-in-law.
So a smaller, boiled down list might just be the answer to people who are feeling
a bit empty this December. Maybe just focus on those four or five things that dazzle
your senses; they will fill up your Christmas. A big to-do list is just too daunting
for those who carry grief into the holidays. Perhaps, enjoying a warm cookie and
looking at decorations that have dressed your Christmas for years while listening to
your favorite traditional songs is all that needs to be on your to-do list this year. It
might not be the Christmas fit for a glossy magazine, but I’m willing to bet big bucks
that come December 26th, it will be one of your most memorable.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.

HELP THE BIG GUY

KEEP HIS SUIT CLEAN!
Call now to have our trained professionals
come out to sweep your chimney system.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

freepik.com
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Lipo Laser
Foot Detox
Ear Candling
Med Terra CBD Oil
Avacen Pain Relief
Seaweed Mud Wrap

Sylvia
Office: 810 | 937 | 5174 Cell: 810 | 357 | 9666
Ludington 1535 Wadhams Road, Smiths Creek, MI 48074

FOR A CUSTOM, INTEGRATED MARKETING CAMPAIGN
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

TWELVE-MONTH INVENTORY BY PRICE RANGE
October 2018 − September 2019

County

$0 - $200,000
Sales

$200,000 - $500,000

On Monthly
Sales
Market supply

$500,000+

On Monthly
Sales
Market supply

Seller’s Market

On Monthly
Market supply

Gratiot County
278 117
5
16
17
13
1
Ionia County
433 159
4
117
64
7
2
4
Kent County
4655 944
2
4556 1454
4
466 356
Livingston County
634 182
3
2107 862
5
206 187
Macomb County
8612 2640
4
5230 2380
5
227 363
Montcalm County
628 221
4
143
97
8
5
13
Oakland County
6319 1809
3 10232 4277
5
2039 2003
St. Clair County
798 220
3
373 191
6
19
38
Washtenaw County
780 205
3
2159 847
5
512 350
Wayne County
13626 5561
5
4711 2213
6
562 508
Total Realcomp
31209 11094 4 22656 10162 5
3166 3282
Total MICHRIC
20259 6090
4 13186 5945
5
1282 1687
*Buyer’s Market - No sales in last 12 months in this area and price range

9
11
19
31
12
24
8
11
12
16

4 months or less supply of homes

A Seller’s Market is characterized by
superior demand for the available
supply. Strong price appreciation
usually accompanies the conditions.

at (810) 794-5678 if you're going batty!
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MARKET MATTERS

As we begin to close out 2019, we saw stocks reach all-time highs, unemployment
all-time lows, mortgage rates remain near record low levels, and housing prices
continue to rise. There has been some recent increase in bond yields which may
pressure mortgage rates higher.
Michigan residential real estate market year over year information September 2019
versus 2018:
For Sale
Pending
Sold
Sep-19
Sep-18
Sep-19
Sep-18
Sep-19
Sep-18
SUPPLY & DEMAND
Gratiot County
Ionia County
Kent County
Livingston County
Macomb County
Montcalm County
Oakland County
St. Clair County
Washtenaw County
Wayne County
Total Realcomp
Total MICHRIC

Balanced Market
5-8 months supply of homes

In a normal Balanced Market, buyer
demand is roughly equal to the supply
of homes available. It is imperative to
price at or slightly above the actual
market value to generate a sale.
Buyer’s Market
Over 9 months supply of homes

A Buyer’s Market is represented by an
oversupply of homes and weak buyer
demand. Soft selling prices usually
result from these conditions.

130
230
2738
1226
5389
331
8066
449
1397
8284
24502
13705

25
51
861
265
1238
89
1579
116
305
1741
5098
3189

159
209
2631
1245
5495
303
7615
426
1238
7588
23030
13923

26
41
785
242
1156
59
1413
91
239
1515
4584
2857

294
548
9578
2920
13957
772
18415
1181
3420
18796
56620
34412

339
673
10627
3149
15350
891
20759
1308
3782
21065
61367
39158

SHOULD I LIST OR KEEP MY HOUSE ON THE MARKET IN THE WINTER?
YES. With the internet and our active lifestyles, really, the selling season never ends.
We recommend to our Sellers that they stay on the market through the holiday season and
winter months; buyers are looking year-round.

4. Finally, homes decorated for the holidays (if not too cluttered) have a warmth
and family-friendly feeling that is appealing to many buyers. They connect with
peoples’ emotions.

1. They are motivated by life events and relocation time concerns. Since a lot of
sellers do take their homes off the market at this time of year, the inventory is
smaller and your home will stand out as one of fewer choices. It’s nice to be one
of the only options out there.
2. Those who are looking during the holidays are serious; no one does this for fun
this time of year. The “tire kickers” stay home.
3. Many buyers will have vacation and holidays off, with long weekends and days
off between the holidays to give them time for their home search.

If you decide to wait until after the holidays, we recommend getting on the market in
January to get a jump on the spring market.
All in all, if well-planned, the holiday and cold weather seasons can be a successful
marketing time for you. Contact your Realtor℠ – he or she can be an invaluable source of
hints, tips and suggestions.
Editor’s Note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Oakland, Macomb Counties and the
Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir
Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or (810) 2786655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.

Free general admission and free parking

64 Annual Winter Festival
th

7930 Meisner Rd. (and palms),
casco, twp., mi 48064

FRIDAY - 1/10/20

4 p.m.
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

7 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Doors Open with Full Bar
3 pc. Fish Dinners - $9
Five & Gun Raffle Tickets
Night at the Races - Horse Racing

PRIZES for Most Outrageous Derby & Women’s Hats
Walking Tacos Available

9:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
1 a.m.

50/50 Raffles
Doors Close

$2/bet

Fishing Contest Details on Website
WWW.PERCHPOINT.ORG
Registration Forms at Local Bait Shops

EXOTIC ZOO
freepik.com

SATURDAY and SUNDAY
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

Bring Your Empties to PPCC Winter Festival

BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE

to Support Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts #261

(810) 765-4966 www.perchpoint.org

SATURDAY - 1/11/20
11 a.m.
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

12 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,
3 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Doors Open
Five & Gun Raffle Tickets
Kid’s Zone ALL NEW GAMES
3 pc. Fish Dinner $9 & Short Order Menu
50/50 Raffles
EXOTIC ZOO ($2 admission)
featuring a Siberian Lynx, Monkey, Kangaroo,
Alligator, Eurasian Eagle Owl & more!

PRE-PAID
REQUIRED

Buzz Light Year, Woody, Moana
3 Incredibles plus our Regulars
Free Snow Rides (weather permitting)

FEATURING: Comedians Dwayne Gilll,
Jerry Donovan and Nate Armbruster

Pre-Sale Tickets - $20 ea. includes Show & 2 Drinks

7 p.m. - 1 a.m.
1 a.m.

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Meet the Super Heroes

12 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. Full Bar and 50/50 Drawings
After 2 p.m.
Fishing Contest Entries
6 p.m.
Doors Close for Nightly Entertainment
ATING
8 p.m. LIMITED SETIC
“Let Us Entertain You”
KET
Doors Open
at 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY - 1/12/20

11 a.m.
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,
3 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

To Order Call: 586-484-9175
Cash Bar & Food Available for Purchase
Doors Close

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
4 p.m.
5 p.m.

Doors Open
Kid’s Zone
Short-Order Menu & 3 pc.Fish Dinner $9
(If Available)
EXOTIC ZOO ($2 admission)
featuring a Siberian Lynx, Monkey, Kangaroo,
Alligator, Eurasian Eagle Owl & more!

Meet the Super Heroes

Buzz Light Year, Woody, Moana
3 Incredibles plus our Regulars
Free Snow Rides (weather permitting)

Full Bar & 50/50 Raffles
Five & Gun Raffle DRAWING
Fishing Contest “Winners”
Doors Close

Five & Gun Raffle

Drawings on Sunday, January 12th
$5 Donation - Only 1,000 Raffle Tickets Sold
Need not be present to win!

** Must have a clean record to buy ticket **
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1167 S. Carney Dr., St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-4535
facebook.com/NeimansFamilyMarket

neimansfamilymarket.com

HAVE A STRESS-FREE HOLIDAY WITH HELP FROM OUR FULL-SERVICE DELI

Your Delicious Holiday Dinner
Starts Right Here at
Neiman’s Family Market!
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at (810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!
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CLASSIC PET SUPPLY, inc.
By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Protein-losing enteropathy (PLE) is not a specific disease,
but rather describes a group of diseases that cause the excessive
loss of proteins from the bloodstream into the gastrointestinal
(GI) tract and out of the body in fecal material. PLE is seen in both dogs and cats and
can be seen in any age animal and equally in both genders. Primary GI disease, heart
disease, kidney disease, cancer of the GI tract, viral or bacterial intestinal infections,
adverse food reactions, intestinal parasites and diseases of the lymphatic system can
all cause PLE.
When the body is functioning normally, plasma proteins that are in the GI tract are
broken down and absorbed into the blood stream, which then sends them out to the
bodies tissues to be used for energy. When disease affects the GI tract, protein loss may
exceed protein manufacturing by the body, thus causing an overall decrease of protein
in the body. This is a condition called hypoproteinemia. When the loss of protein is
severe enough, fluid will begin to leak out of the blood vessels causing fluid build up
in the chest and/or abdominal cavities and swelling in the legs.
Due to the diverse range of underlying conditions that cause PLE, there is a wide
range of symptoms that can be seen. Some patients may be asymptomatic (no clinical
signs present), while others may have mild, intermittent symptoms, and some will have
life-threatening manifestations of PLE. The most common clinical signs of PLE in
dogs and cats are diarrhea, vomiting and weight loss. Other clinical signs are usually
associated with the loss of serum proteins. They include ascites (fluid in the abdomen),
pleural effusion (fluid in the chest cavity) and edema.
Diagnosing a protein-losing enteropathy can be difficult. Your veterinarian should
start with a physical exam and thorough history. A complete blood count, biochemistry
profile, urinalysis, fecal exam, chest and abdominal radiographs should then be
performed. If further diagnostics are needed, the next step would be an abdominal
ultrasound and possibly scoping the intestinal tract to obtain biopsies of the intestinal
tissue. Diagnostics can be very important to help determine the underlying disease
process causing the PLE.
Because there are multiple disease processes that can cause PLE, there is not
one standard treatment protocol available. Treatment of PLE must be directed at
the underlying cause. Potential treatments include dietary management, usually a
prescription low-fat diet, anti-vomiting medications, medications to treat intestinal
parasites, antibiotics and anti-inflammatory medications. In more severe cases,
hospitalization with intravenous fluids, transfusions and diuretics may be needed to
help stop the protein loss and the accumulation of fluid in the body cavities.
Prognosis will depend on the underlying cause of protein-losing enteropathy. Pets
diagnosed with parasites, infections or ulcers have a very good chance of a full recovery.
Pets diagnosed with allergies, inflammatory bowel disease or lymphangiectasia
generally have a good prognosis, but will need lifelong treatment and medications.
Pets with cancer may have a more guarded long-term prognosis. Due to the chronicity
of PLE and the variety of treatment options, it is very important to follow up routinely
with your veterinarian and not vary from the treatment protocol.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981 Iowa
in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions, you can
reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

3 OFF ANY $2500 PURCHASE*

$ 00

3180 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-0200

classicpets@comcast.net
www.classicpetsupply.net

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
freepik.com

34790 23 Mile Rd.
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48047
(586) 648-6897
*EXPIRES 12-31-19
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Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Maintenance
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
Just as the bright green summer shifted to the vibrant shades of fall, the
fall has quickly jumped into winter right before our eyes. Since it came so
early, chances are you hadn’t finished going down the list of all those pesky
outdoor chores before the snow hit us. Cleaning up the yard generally takes precedence
for most homeowners and can be very time consuming and overwhelming, even when you
have a full season to do it. Between trimming the trees and raking leaves, it’s important
to not forget about one of the most important tasks – gutter cleaning! Gutters play an
extremely important role in protecting our homes, and it can be very easy to underestimate
and overlook the importance of keeping up on gutter maintenance.
Gutters and downspouts carry and channel thousands of gallons of water away from
your home annually! But they can also get clogged up easily with dirt, leaves, wasp
nests, snow, ice and more. Just a little bit of debris can cause your gutter system to fail
completely. With the heavy and freezing rain we have in Michigan, gutters play a major
role in deterring water away from the foundation of your house. Properly installed gutters
will protect your roof from taking on large amounts of water that could cause leaks. Gutter
guards can help keep the gutters free of debris, but installing gutter guards does not mean
that your gutters don't have to be cleaned. Even with gutter guards your gutters can still
clog and will require regular maintenance.
So, when is the perfect time to get those gutters cleaned? Once most of the leaves are
off the trees, but before the snow starts flying is the best time to get this taken care of.
No one wants the job of cleaning gutters on a cold, snowy day with the wind whipping
around them! If you neglect to clean your gutters before the freezing weather begins, the
risk grows of there being leaves that will freeze inside the gutters, only to cause chaos for
you, the homeowner. If water and debris cannot flow freely through the gutter system and
into the downspouts, the gutters will back up and water can spill out onto your roof and
into your house.
Clogged gutters can cause an assortment of problems. Damage can be caused to your
foundation, roof and even siding, if the gutters are not in proper working order. Excess
water from a clogged gutter can cause wood to rot around your windows, doors, fascias
and soffits. Water running down the side of your home can stain your siding. Constant
water around the foundation of your home can cause cracks and leaks in the foundation,
making your home unstable. Gutters should be cleaned at least twice a year, once in the
spring and once in the fall. Waiting any longer between cleanings can cause irreversible
damage to your gutters and home.
Gutter cleaning can be a dangerous job, and the taller the house the more dangerous
it gets! Instead of climbing up a ladder or getting on the roof of your home, let the
professionals at ABC Home & Commercial Services safely tackle this task. Don't let your
gutters become a problem as we move into next year! ABC Home & Commercial Services
is offering fall gutter cleaning specials now and we do free, onsite estimates. Call now to
schedule your appointment at (810) 794- 5678 to combat the winter weather safely.
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Icicles could be a sign of clogged gutters & ice dams.
Call us before winter conditions cause damage.
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Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar!
By Rita MacDonald
ThumbPrint News Columnist

She walked into the room and directly to the bedside of my patient. She made eye contact, smiled, then
made sure the blanket was covering his shoulders. She told him she was going to be his night shift nurse
and reassured him that she would take good care of him. She winked at him and gently touched his hand.
Then, this nurse taking over for me, walked over to the corner of the room where our patient’s wife sat. She
was crying, scared, anxious, had not gotten much rest and had just made the most difficult decision in her
life. She had signed her husband up for hospice.
The night shift nurse got down on her knees on the floor in front of our patient’s wife. I’ll never forget it.
She knelt on that filthy ICU floor, because at that moment the most important people in the world were her
patient and his wife. She took the wife's hand in hers, looked at her in the face and asked, “How many years
have you and your husband been married?”
And that moment – roughly 12 years ago – has been as crisp and clear in my memory as if it was just
yesterday. How do you forget a moment like that? A nurse like that? A hospital like that? You don’t.
I was almost in tears. The nurse I was supposed to be giving a report to had made reassuring both our
patient and his wife her first priority before the shift change. Our patient felt safe. His wife felt understood.
They both felt valued. I felt blessed to have witnessed that moment.
This moment rings true for many events in my life. I’m a little embarrassed to admit that most of the
people who’ve influenced me in both inspiring and not-so-inspiring ways don’t even know it. Oh, I’ve
thanked a few, but not nearly enough of them.
Do you know what I’ve come to find to be the most attractive thing about a person is? Selflessness. The
very ability to think of others first. To know they are putting others’ needs before their own. When I reflect on
the people I want to be more like, this is the commonality among each of them, especially those who do it
and don’t even realize that you’re watching it. They’re not living that way so you or anyone else can see them.
It’s just part of who they are and it makes them even more attractive.
There’s not a day I go to work and change into my “school shoes” when I get to the locker room and not
think about this nurse. I’d be willing to bet that even in her retirement, her life is not all about her. For some
reason lately, I’ve been thinking about all the nurses who've gone before me that have inspired me. This
nurse was most definitely one of them. What a legacy. They don’t even know what inspiration they’ve left
behind them – that their practice was never about them.
And it’s my prayer this morning – because it’s something I need to remind myself of every single day – no
matter what I’m doing, it should never be about me. Ever.
”Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
				
–Philippians 2:3-4
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The holiday shopping season is in full
swing. There are only a few weeks left
to purchase items online in order to get

CALL TODAY!

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

them in time for Christmas. This can put
customers in a rush, often looking past subtle
red flags that are lurking on the Internet. For those who would rather do their shopping
on the one-stop shop that is the Internet, you must first practice caution. Last year,
Eastern Michigan consumers reported a total loss of over $33,000 to online shopping
scams during the holiday season. Another $25,000 was attempted, but luckily the
scammers were unsuccessful.
Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula offers
these tips to make your Holiday shopping experience productive and enjoyable.
Do your research. Read product reviews, check out bbb.org for Business Reviews,
look at the sales flyers and ads, compare prices, look for early promotions and “flash
sales”. For tips on searching online, check out the new BBB Digital IQ project at
bbb.org/digitalIQ.
Read the fine print. Some stores only honor sale ads during a certain time frame,
or on certain days. Some stores may only allow you to purchase one item, particularly
large, popular and/or deeply discounted products.
Know the advertiser. Some of the best deals are only available online, but be careful.
It’s easy for a fake site to mimic a famous retailer’s website, so make sure you are
shopping with a legitimate site.
Use anti-virus software. To ensure your computer and personal information are safe,
use anti-virus software on your computer or mobile device and keep it up-to-date.
Shop with a credit card. A credit card provides additional protections over a debit
card in case of fraudulent transactions. If your card number is compromised, it’s easier
to dispute any charges that you didn’t approve. Prepaid cards or gift cards don’t have
the same protections as a credit card, but you’ll never lose more than the value of the
card itself.
Make sure websites are secure. Only share personal information and your credit
card number with websites that are https (the extra “s” stands for secure) and that have
a security lock icon in the task bar.
Be careful of phishing scams. A popular one at this time of year is an email claiming
to be from a package- delivery company with links to tracking information (clicking on
unfamiliar links can place you at risk for malware and/or identity theft).
Online shopping scams aren’t the only scams you have to be aware of when shopping
via the Internet. Once your item is purchased, you are now awaiting your email with
delivery instructions. Unfortunately, scammers have now targeted your awaited delivery.
While many of the scams have blatant red flags, some are more difficult to spot.
These scammers take advantage of the spirit of the holidays and strike when consumers
aren’t necessarily looking. While some scams may be obvious, other thieves may be a
little savvier.
WHEN IT COMES TO DELIVERY SCAMS:
Ignore the email – A delivery company will never send notice of a missed delivery
by email. Instead, the driver will leave a tag on the door with a telephone number to call
to arrange another delivery.
Check door tags carefully – Some fake lookalike tags are left on people's doors with
a telephone number that is not associated with the transportation company. If you call
the number, you will be asked for personal and/or financial information.
Have packages delivered to work – If you know that you cannot be at home to
receive a package, have it delivered to your office, a relative, neighbor or friend so that
it does not sit in an area where it can easily be stolen.
Delivery companies, law enforcement and sellers' websites are aware of these scams
and are working on ways to prevent delivery fraud. In the meantime, consumers can
protect themselves by carefully reviewing all documents and carefully combing through
bank and credit card statements to look for unusual charges.
For more information on holiday scams, visit bbb.org or call (866) 788-5706.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by
visiting bbb.org.
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7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!

www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108

December 7

December 31

Trial By Fire
Tribute to Journey

Your Generation
In Concert

December 14
Christmas with
Mark Blomsteel
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Now accepting applications for

2020 Season Ticket Membership
Call 810-359-5108 or email marketing@lexingtonvillagetheatre.com
to learn about the different packages and their several advantages!

Many shows coming in 2020, starting in January with
Comedian Derek Richards and Illusionist Jason Bishop.
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Benefits of Advertising With Us:
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For Rent
ROOM FOR RENT, in Chesterfield home.
Furnished. Close to I-94. $490/month.
Utilities included. Call (586) 262-2168.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates

starting at $750 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit us online
at gilliganscondo.com.

Help Wanted
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks

and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more visit
www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.
Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.

Wanted to Buy
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.

DEAD or ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,

Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay
cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
cash paid. CALL KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. All 7 days.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC
or manual. One
machine or entire
plant. Lathes,
machining
centers, mills,
grinders, etc. Call (586) 754-9200.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

to read online anytime!
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For Sale
MANY ITEMS FOR SALE! Designer

purses, shoes and sunglasses. St. John
clothes, mink and leather blue jean jacket.
Sizes small to large. Christmas decorations,
vacuum cleaner, diamond ring set and
Hitchcock furniture. Call (586) 752-2611.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter

with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

General
BIG RIVER ANTIQUE AND
COLLECTIBLE NEW YEAR'S EVE
AUCTION. Tuesday night, December 31,

2019, preview at 5:00 p.m., auction starts
at 6:00 p.m. 4480 Lapeer Road, Port
Huron Twp., MI 48060. Henry “Hank” Miller
Auctioneer, phone: (586) 291-1963. Bring
a dish to pass! Light refreshments will be
served! Pictures posted on Auctionzip.com
and Estatesales.net. Be home in time for
the ball to drop!

MARRIED? DO YOU WANT TO BE?

Call Rev. Vicki, All Faiths Ordained
Minister, at (586) 843-5227 or
Newlife4uministries@gmail.com.
All Ministries' services available.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the
convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced.
Serving Lapeer, Sanilac, St. Clair &
Macomb counties, north of 32 Mile Road.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

ARE YOU INTEREST IN RECYCLING
YOUR OLD CHINA & SERVING WARE?

Foxfire Fixin’s is looking for donations of old
china plates and platters (all sizes), bowls
(all sizes), teacups and saucers, teapots,
coffee cups, vintage glass drinking glasses
and stainless steel silverware for use in
their eclectic, destination restaurant. Bring
your donation into
the restaurant or
for more info call
(810) 765-9255 or
visit the website at
FoxfireFixins.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS $15 & UP. CALL (810) 794-2300 TODAY!

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world ever since its beginning ten years ago.
In just that short time, our faithful readers have taken our paper with them to all fifty
United States and to all seven continents, photographing themselves in front of points
of interest in those places. It has been and continues to be an armchair tour of the world!

Pet Photo
Challenge

A few months ago, we started a new
challenge: send a photo of a favorite animal
posing with ThumbPrint News. It can be a
pet, a farm animal, or, if you can make it
happen, a wild animal. Let’s see what kind
of a menagerie we can come up with!



    

    

 

FREEPIK.COM

Here is what Cora has to say about Fred:
          
 
            
               
              
       
      

If you would like to be featured in an upcoming edition with your favorite animal, please submit
a good quality .jpeg photo(s) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a few sentences
about your photo. When your photo(s) appear in the paper, we will be sure to send you a
complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address with your submission.
USPS submissions are also accepted; address is on page 2 of this issue. Must include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to guarantee return of your photo.

If you plan a trip for business or pleasure, we still are welcoming you to
consider taking a copy of ThumbPrint News with you and photographing
it with yourself in front of a point of interest for that location.
Guidelines for submitting are the same as for the animal photos.
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Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one will be randomly selected to be entered into a
drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 13, 2019, one
winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
For our November contest, we asked our readers to identify what the item to the right
is and for what it is used. Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Diane Hinkley
of Sterling Heights, Michigan, was randomly chosen and will be entered into the
year-end drawing. Diane identified the object as an antique jelly trowel.
If you love jelly on your toast or biscuit, you need to know about the jelly trowel.
It’s like a fancy spoon used to scoop jelly. Sure you could just use a teaspoon or
a knife, but this is the proper way to serve jelly, especially when serving guests.
Many years ago, people in Middle Eastern countries began making jelly and
jam. There is one theory that the Crusaders traveling home from war first
introduced jam and jelly to Europe. The word “jelly comes from the French
word “gelée” meaning to congeal or gel. The difference between jam and
jelly is that jam is made with the flesh of the whole fruits, whereas jelly is
only made from the pressed and strained juice of the fruits.
During WWI, jam became very popular with soldiers who ate a product
produced by Paul Welch called “Grapelade”.
The rest, as they say, is history, with jam and
jelly becoming permanent staples in American
households.
For our December contest, we are asking our
readers to identify what the items pictured to the
left are and for what they are used. Go to our
website www.thumbprintnews.com if you know
the answer.
GOOD LUCK!
Contributed by Faith Jaciuk,
Community Liaison for
Grace Hospice,
Marysville, Michigan

NOT ALL HOSPICE CARE
AGENCIES ARE CREATED EQUAL
It is important to understand when hospice care is appropriate and to know what
services are available to support patients and their families. Medicare has established
minimum requirements for all accredited providers, but there are additional
considerations that vary widely depending on which company provides the needed
care. Not all agencies are created equal. If your doctor suggests that it’s time to
consider hospice, you have a right to choose your care providers and it makes sense
to compare the choices before making a final decision.
All hospice companies are required to provide an interdisciplinary team of
healthcare professionals to meet the needs of patients in their care. The team includes
a medical director, nurses, hospice aides, social workers, chaplains, volunteers
and bereavement support staff. Other services may include such things as dietary
counseling and physical therapy, when appropriate. The frequency of visits made by
the hospice team can vary from one agency to another. The medications provided,
as well as supplies and medical equipment, are often similar, but some hospice cover
the expense of certain items that others do not.
Many hospitals have their own hospice service and they typically expect patients
to automatically choose them for terminal care. Some doctors may offer a hospice
recommendation, but the choice is ultimately the patient’s alone. Your primary
care physician has the option to manage the plan of care, regardless of who you
choose to provide your hospice services. Patients are entitled to comfort, respect
and dignity as they navigate their end of life journey. This is one of the most
important decisions you will have to make, so I encourage you to interview two or
three agencies and choose the one that best meets your needs.
I am available to answer specific questions or provide more detailed information if
requested. Feel free to call Grace Hospice any time at (810) 294-8580.
Editors Note: The content of this article is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to be legal or medical advice.

(810) 794-5678 if you’ve got spiders inside!
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982-7391
Preferred Provider
for

Blue Cross
Blue Shield,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN
and others

1-800-982-7391

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP

EDITOR LETTER of papers that business is receiving each month.

We are also actively seeking new drop locations in Genesee
and Oakland Counties. If you have a business in any of the counties we deliver to,
specifically the two mentioned above, and would be willing to be a drop location,
please contact us at ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net or call (810) 794-2300. The owner
or managers of the business are the only ones who can authorize a business becoming
a new drop location.
Lastly, we are offering a new type of advertising opportunity to our business
customers – sponsorships for the various main articles and stories that appear monthly
in ThumbPrint News. Rather than or in addition to a traditional ad, your business name
with a brief description will appear at the end of an article or story as the sponsor for
that month. How does that help you? Many of our interesting and historical features
are what make our paper enjoyed by so many readers. When they are reading the
article, they will be sure to notice your sponsorship at the end of the piece. Getting
your name out there is one of the prime ways that advertising pays off. Even some of
our current advertisers may wish to additionally sponsor an article.
Prices for the sponsorship of articles and stories vary depending on type. For
rates, please visit ThumbPrintNews.com/advertise-with-us or call (810) 794-2300.
Sponsorships can be taken out for one month or for longer periods if desired. The
articles and stories that will be available for sponsorships initially will be our two
feature articles each month that appear on the cover of the newspaper (the sponsorship
will be seen at the end of the article on an inside page of the paper), Vocabulary
Voyage, our Monthly Contest, Native American Words of Wisdom, our Pet/Vacation
Photo Challenge, What Happened On This Day in History and our Calendar of Events.
We are excited about the changes that are taking place and hope that you will be
too. You can find an example of what a sponsorship ad will look like immediately
following this letter.
–Diane Kodet
Continued from Page 2

The Letter from the Editor this month is sponsored by Foxfire Fixin’s Restaurant, located at 7200 River
Rd. in Marine City, Michigan. Foxfire Fixin’s serves delicious, house-made foods for breakfast, lunch
and dinner, seven days a week and is fast becoming a destination restaurant. For more information
call (810) 765-Y’ALL or visit www.foxfirefixins.com. See ad on page 23 of this issue.
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and doors, the addition of clay figures or wooden steps and cotton or glitter-covered
roofs will help determine the time frame when each building was manufactured.
One of the best places to see the wide range of cardboard
houses made during these years and gain an insight into the
different categories available is at the 16th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk in Algonac, Michigan, where a new putz
display featuring cardboard houses will be open for viewing for
the first time this year.
The History of the Christmas Tree Walk has drawn thousands
of people during the month of December in the 15 years since
it began, and is sure to again this month. Over 225 fullydecorated trees tell the story of Christmas tree decorating in
America, beginning with an 1850’s tree and continuing by each
decade until the present. The ornaments on each of these trees
is authentic to the decade. In addition, there are themed trees,
such as an angel tree, a train tree, a bear tree and more. Other
trees contain ornaments unique to a certain manufacturer – such
as Shiny Brite, Hallmark, Enesco, Radko and more – and also
contribute to the history of Christmas decorating. Other trees are
decorated solely with one country’s ornaments – such as Poland,
Japan and the Philippines. In addition to decorated trees, antique
and vintage decorations abound in every room of the home.
All trees are displayed inside a 9,500 square foot log home that
invites visitors to relive Christmas memories of their past. All
details are available by going to www.thechristmaswalk.com and
by checking out the ad on pages 14 & 15 of this issue.
Every year new things are added to the collection and this
year’s collection of cardboard putz houses will be sure to delight
all visitors, young and old alike. One can imagine as you gaze
into the lighted houses of this miniature village all the families
engaged in making Christmas memories of their own. Visiting
the History of the Christmas Tree Walk may just become one of
your newest traditions in the making.

THE PUTZ

Continued from Page 6
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december
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

FREEPIK.COM

If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2019. There is no charge for
the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were
submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE
No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

HURON
No events were submitted for
Huron County this month.

LAPEER

Lapeer – December 3
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45
p.m. – 7:00 p.m., $7 per person, $6
seniors, $4 for ages 4 – 7 (under 7
free). Public welcome. All proceeds go
towards Lapeer Community Schools’
scholarship fund. For more information
email americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – December 14
2019 Peppermint Bear and the
Taming of the Shoe, American

Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 9:00 a.m. first performance,
second performance at 11:00 a.m.
Put on by Stone Throw Theater. $5
for children 12 and under and $10 for
adults. Pictures with Santa after each
performance. Call (810) 664-9312 for
more information.

Lapeer – December 14
2019 Festival of Trees, American
Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Decorated
Christmas trees, Lapeer High
School Choir performance, Home
Depot Workshop for 300 kids and
Chinese Auction at 5:00 p.m.
for more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Lapeer – December 21 & 22
Winter Wonderland Craft Show,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W.
Genesee St., 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on
Saturday and 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday. For more information email
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

MACOMB

Washington Twp. – December
4, 11 & 18
Confident Communicators
Toastmasters Club, Washington

Township offices in the upstairs
boardroom, 57880 Van Dyke (between
26 Mile Rd. and West), 8:15 a.m. –
9:30 a.m. 1st three visits are free.
For more information contact
vpm@confidentcommunicatorsclub.com.

Richmond – December 7
A Holiday Evening in the Village,

the Historic Village, 36045 Park St.,
4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. The sidewalks
and windows of the historic building
will be aglow with candles illuminating
the village and guiding visitors on their
Christmas journey through time while
enjoying the activities and splendor
of the Christmas season. Downtown
tree lighting at 6:00 p.m. The historic
village will have crafts for children,
story time and Mrs. Claus. Smart Bus
transportation will be available to move
people around town from 4:00 p.m.
– 8:00 p.m. For more information call
Mary Ellen at (586) 808-2953.

Mount Clemens – December 8
Jingle Journey, downtown Mount
Clemens, noon – 5:00 p.m. Hop
aboard Jingle Journey’s free shuttle
which will make stops at five holiday
attractions in downtown Mount
Clemens – the Michigan Transit
Museum, Crocker House Museum,
Anton Art Center, Gratiot Valley
Model Railroad Club and the Emerald
Theater. Modest activity or admission
fees may be required at some
attractions. Search Jingle Journey on
Facebook for more details or call
(586) 469-8666.

Richmond – December
13, 14 & 15
One Acts Variety Show, Richmond
Community Theatre, 69619 Parker
St., Friday and Saturday at 8:00 p.m.,
Sunday at 2:00 p.m. Admission for

all is $10. For more information visit
RichmondTheatre.com or call
(586) 727-9518.

Clinton Twp. – December 14
8th Annual Cookie Walk, Trinity

Lutheran Church, 38900 Harper,
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Parking in rear
of building. Cookies, mini-breads and
soup mixes will be available, as well
as gluten-free cookies. Grocery items
are requested for the food pantry.
For more information email Barb at
barbheckmann@yahoo.com.

Richmond – December
16 & 17
Auditions for Clue, the Musical,

Richmond Community Theatre, 69619
Parker St., 7:00 p.m. Performances will
be March 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27,
28 and 29, 2020. For more information
call (586) 727-9518 or email
artisticdirector@RichmondTheatre.com.

Memphis – December 28
Euchre Tournament, Memphis

Lions Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 per player. Prize money for 1st,
2nd and 3rd places. Snacks available.
For more information contact Frank at
memphismichlions@yahoo.com.

OAKLAND

Rochester Hills – December
5, 12, 19 & 26
“Real Talk on Islam” Open
House, Masjid Mahmood (Ahmadiyya

Muslim Community Center), 1730
W. Auburn Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Real Talk on Islam will be an ongoing,
weekly event (on Thursdays) for an
informal and candid conversation about
Islam. It is intended for neighbors,
academia, students, media and anyone
else interested in learning about the
faith from its followers. All questions are
welcome and will be addressed in an
informal environment over a free cup
of coffee and cake. For more
information call (248) 677-1316 or
email tabligh.det@ahmadiyya.us.

ST. CLAIR

All of St. Clair County
All Year Long
Woman's Life Chapter 855's
Bottle and Can Drive. Funds

support those in need as we continue
to fight hunger and homelessness in
our community. Make a difference
today by donating! For a drop-off point
or a pick up for large donations call
(810) 392-5136.

Port Huron – December 1
Deadline for Purchasing a
Wreath for Wreaths Across
America, Jowett Funeral Home, 1634
Lapeer Ave. Honor our local veterans
buried at St. Clair Allied Veterans
Cemetery. $15 for wreaths. For more
information call (810) 985-5123.

Lakeport – December 2
Christmas Traditions, Burtchville

Township Library, 7097 Second St.,
1:00 p.m. Join Linda Ridley to explore
the meaning of many Christmas
traditions from around the world.
All ages of adults welcome.
Registration requested. For more
information call (810) 385-8550.

East China – December 3
Mini-Mart, Ascension River District

Hospital, 4100 River Rd., 9:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. Featuring Marine City Shops:
Vera Grace and Etta Mae’s, Sweet
Tooth, Thelma and Louise Design
Studio, Slanu, Appointed Essentials,
MC Market Place, The Lazy Llama,
Michael Bros. Unique Boutique and
Lacy Lu’s. Sponsored by the Hospital
Auxiliary. For more information email
agoodcatchmngn@comcast.net.

Capac – December 5
Holiday Ornaments Make and
Take, Capac Library, 111 N. Main,

5:00 p.m. Join us as we make several
different ornaments for you to make
and take home with you. For more
information call (810) 395-7000.
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Marysville – December 5
Friends of the Marysville
Library Book and Bake Sale,

1175 Delaware, noon. Come in and
browse the great selection of gentlyused books, DVDs and more. A large
selection of delicious baked goods will
be available for purchase. Proceeds
go to support library projects and
programs. For more information call
(810) 364-9493.

Algonac – December
6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 22,
23, 27, 28, 29 & 30
The 16th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, 8061 Marsh

Rd., 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Last shuttle
to take visitors to the home leaves the
address above at 8:00 p.m.) Come
anytime between 5:30 p.m. and 8:00
p.m. Walking tour is all inside a 9,500
square foot log home, with over 220
decorated trees on display, that tell the
history of Christmas tree decorating in
America. Truly a magical experience.
Call (810) 794-2300 to purchase
tickets in advance or stop into Foxfire
Fixin’s Restaurant, 7200 River Rd.,
Marine City. This event does not run
out of tickets. House is not handicap
accessible. All information is available
at TheChristmasWalk.com. For more
information see ad on pages 14 & 15
of this issue.

Kimball – December 6
Fish Fry, Smiths Creek American

Legion Post #525, 7150 Smiths Creek
Rd., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. First Friday
of every month, including holidays.
$8 adults, $3 for children under 10.
Includes fish (deep-fried, dry batter or
beer batter, or baked with no batter),
baked potato, coleslaw, tossed
salad, dinner roll, water, coffee
and a piece of cake for dessert.
For more information email John
at hayman11@comcast.net.

Port Huron – December 6
Friends of the Library Book
Sale, Port Huron Library, 210

McMorran Blvd., 9:00 a.m. Browse a
great selection of books, music, CDs,
movies and other material. Fantastic
prices. For more information call
(810) 987-7323 ext. 2500.

Capac – December 7
Free Clothing Give-A-Way,

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 109 E.

LETTER

Kempf Ct., 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
For more information email Tina at
tmhoward6@yahoo.com.

Fort Gratiot – December 8
The Chapelaires “Christmas
in the Country”, Lakeshore

Presbyterian Church, 5235 Lakeshore
Rd., 6:00 p.m. A freewill offering will
be taken. For more information email
Susan at marstondykstra@gmail.com.

St. Clair – December 8
St. Clair Community Singers
Christmas Concert, First United

Methodist Church, N. 3rd St. at Vine,
4:00 p.m. Free admission – freewill
offerings accepted.

Smiths Creek – December 8
Breakfast, Smiths Creek Masonic

Lodge #491, 335 Henry St., 8:00 a.m.
– noon. 2nd Sunday of every month.
$7 adults. Includes pancakes, French
toast, eggs, bacon, toast, potatoes,
orange juice, coffee
and milk (white or chocolate).
For more information email John
at hayman11@comcast.net.

Memphis – December 9
Snowman Luminary, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 6:00 p.m.
Use a jar to make a snowman luminary
just in time for winter. Sign up early;
supplies and space are limited.
Registration and adult supervision are
required. For more information call
(810) 392-2980.

Kimball – December 11
Holiday Tile Art, Kimball Township

Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 3:30 p.m.
Learn new techniques for creating
beautiful ceramic tiles to celebrate the
season. Registration is requested.
Ages 3 – 12. For more information
call (810) 982-9171.

Algonac – December 14
Christmas Gathering with Santa
Claus, Algonac-Clay Library, 2011
St. Clair River Dr., 11:00 a.m. Santa
will be here to listen to what you want
for Christmas. We will also have
some holiday crafts for the children
to work on, along with cookies and
refreshments. For more information
call (810) 794-4471.

Capac – December 14
Cookie Walk, St. Nicholas Catholic

TO THE

EDITOR

Dear Editor,
Larry Hill, of Leslie, Michigan, picked up a copy of your ThumbPrint News when he was in your
area delivering a car for a dealership. After he read it, he requested a subscription for a year.
Several Leslie people meet at McDonald's every morning. Larry gave the paper to me and my
husband, Stan, so we could also read it. We totally agree with him! The articles are great and
have spurred some good discussions. To prove how much we have enjoyed the paper, we are
discussing it at 7:00 a.m.
Keep up the good work. I have only read the one issue and am looking forward to the next one.
Sincerely, Marilyn and Stan Barczak, Larry Hill, plus the rest of the "crew".

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
Church Hall, 4331 Capac Rd., 9:00
a.m. Purchase a large tin for $9 and
fill it with your choice of delicious,
homemade Christmas cookies. Come
early for the best selection. For more
information call (810) 395-2049.

Fair Haven – December 14
Santa Claus is Coming to the
Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd.,

11:00 a.m. Santa will read a story,
chat with the children and have time
for lots of photos. Be sure to mark
your calendar. For more information
call (586) 725-9081.

Marine City – December 14
Marine City Civic Women’s Club
21st Annual Holiday Home Tour,

5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The four
featured homes will be beautifully
decorated for the holidays along
with a tour of the Newport Pub and
the Pride and Heritage Museum.
The Contemporary Delights, along
with music and refreshments, are
guaranteed to put you in the holiday
spirit. Tickets are $15. For further
information on where to purchase your
tickets, call Judy at (810) 406-0211
or Jeri at (810) 858-5856.

Marine City – December 15
St. Clair Community Singers
Christmas Concert, Holy Cross
Catholic Church, 610 Water St.,
4:00 p.m. Free admission – freewill
offerings accepted.

St. Clair – December 15
Cookies with Santa, American

Legion Post 382, 1322 Clinton Ave.,
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Decorate a
gingerbread house and visit with
Santa. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.

Yale – December 17
Christmas Greens Arrangement,
Yale Library, 2 Jones St., 6:00 p.m.
Create your own holiday centerpieces
with fresh evergreens to display
on your table or share as a gift. All
materials are provided at this makeand-take program. Registration is
required. Call (810) 387-2940 for
more information or to register.

St. Clair – December 19
Community Sing, St. Clair Library,

310 S. Second St., 6:00 p.m. Enjoy an
evening of music and song. Bring your
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kids and neighbors for a community
sing-along. This program is done in
partnership with St. Clair Community
Theater and Rotary. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

St. Clair – December 20
All-You-Can-Eat Fish Buffet,

American Legion Post 382, 1322
Clinton Ave., 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Adults $11, kids 5 – 11 $6, kids under
5 free. Includes fish, shrimp, redskinned potatoes, fries, baked beans,
coleslaw, salad, rolls, desserts and ice
cream. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.

St. Clair – December 22
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast
Buffet, American Legion Post 382,

1322 Clinton Ave., 8:00 a.m. – noon.
Adults $7, kids 5 – 11 $3, kids under
5 free. Scrambled eggs, loaded
scrambled eggs, sausage, potatoes,
pancakes, Belgian waffles with
strawberries and whipped cream,
sausage gravy and biscuits, coffee and
orange juice. For more information call
(810) 329-2871.

SANILAC

Sandusky – December
14 & 31
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St. On
December 14, music for all kinds of
dancing starts at 7:00 p.m. (including
line dancing) before the meal break
at 8:30 p.m. Chicken and scalloped
potatoes will be served. The evening
includes music by Lighthouse
Three and will end at 10:30 p.m. On
December 31, our New Year’s Eve
Party will begin at 7:30 p.m. with
a dinner of chicken and scalloped
potatoes. Dancing will begin at 8:30
p.m. to the music of Lighthouse Three
and will end at 12:30 a.m. The cost for
guests for both days is $7, and new
attendees are asked to bring a snack to
share. For more information call Nancy
at (586) 663-5306.

TUSCOLA
No events were submitted for
Tuscola County this month.

WAYNE
No events were submitted for
Wayne County this month.

On page 27 of the November issue, the
Editor's note at the end of the article
"Hundreds of Chryslers Salvaged from
Shipwreck" has an error.
Editor's note: Anthony Felix Glaza (AFG) is my great uncle and was in the
Coast Guard, receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor for his role in
shipwreck rescues, including the City of Bangor. He also was a photographer
of many of the shipwrecks.
It should say "...receiving the Gold Lifesaving Medal..." instead of the
Congressional Medal of Honor.
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FOWLERVILLE

Continued from Page 4

We continue on our quest for new words to increase our vocabulary. Why would we want to do that? To speak more
eloquently, to better understand others who are speaking or writing, and just for the fun of learning something new.
Perhaps you already are familiar with these three words – and perhaps not. Here are this month’s three words:

Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Learning is the only thing the mind never exhausts, never fears and never regrets.”
Leonardo DaVinci

verisimilar [ veri·sim·i·lar | \ ˌver-ə-ˈsi-mə-lər ]

An adjective meaning having the appearance of truth: PROBABLE Ex: Looking
for the ideal weight loss plan is verisimilar to finding that special someone.
First known use: 1681 from Latin

whelve [ whelve | \ ˈ(h)welv, -weủv ]
A transitive verb meaning 1. to a turn (as a dish or vessel), upside down, usually to
cover something 2. to bury something deep, to hide; to roll or surge over something.
Ex: We all have secrets whelved into our souls. First known use: 1200 English (sense 1)
xenodochial [ xen·o·do·chi·l | \ ˌze-nə-ˈdō-kē-əl ]
An adjective meaning friendly or hospitable to strangers. Ex: The new testament of
the Bible frequently references Jesus’ xenodochial tendencies. First known use:
from ancient Greek xenodokhḕ, “strangers banquet”
yarm [ yarm | \ ˈyärm, ˈyȧm ]
An intransitive verb meaning to utter a discordant cry : SHRIEK, WAIL – used especially
of the cry of an animal Ex: The yarm of the rabbit when the wolf attacked made us all
jump with fright. First known use: from middle English (1100 - 1500)
zenzizenzizenzic

[ zen·ziz·en·ziz·en·zic | \ ˈzen-zīz-in-zīz-in-zic ]
A noun meaning the eighth power of a number. Ex: The zenzizenzizenzic of 2 is 256.
First known use: 1557 This term was suggested by Robert Recorde, a 16th-century
Welsh writer of popular mathematics textbooks, in his 1557 work The Whetstone
of Witte (although his spelling was zenzizenzizenzike); he wrote that it "doeth
represent the square of squares squaredly".

YOUR WORDS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! If you have suggestions,
please email the word(s) and meaning(s) to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

throughout the drawn
out seasons lessened
– in 1939, he played
in just 118 games, but
was still able to hit
.325 with 86 RBIs and
132 hits. The 1940
season was the last
time Gehringer hit
above .300, and while
the Tigers once again were able to make it to the World Series, they lost to the Cincinnati
Reds in seven games. By 1942, Gehringer was now not only a second baseman for the
organization, but he was also the coach until he decided to enlist in the U.S. Navy in
September. The following year he was assigned to the St. Mary’s Naval Pre-Flight School
in California, where he coached their baseball team. In 1944, he was sent to Jacksonville
Naval Air Station, and while he only wanted to coach, he was told if he didn’t play then he
would be stationed "very far away" – Gehringer later recalled they took baseball so serious
that the team was flown to and from Alabama for a game. He remained in the military until
November of 1945, leaving with the rank of lieutenant commander and was in such great
shape he wished he would’ve played a few more seasons for the Tigers. Shortly after he
returned from service in 1946, his mother, who battled with health problems for a long time,
passed away. Because of these problems, she had been living with him for 22 years. In the
time she lived with him, he refused to get married because he said it wouldn’t be fair to a
wife. Three years later, Charles had found someone to marry, Jo Stillen, who worked in the
purchasing department for a car company he made sales calls to. This was the same year he
was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, though he didn’t attend the ceremony because
he was planning their wedding.
In 1950, Walter Briggs, who was the Tiger’s owner at
the time, asked Gehringer to manage the organization
the following year. Charles filled the position in 1951,
remaining there until 1953, later being named vice
president of the club – he later stated that the position
was horrible and he was left with a struggling club after
being away from the game for a decade. Following his
return to the Tigers, Gehringer continued his automotive
upholstery business, which earned him a great deal
of wealth, selling his products to Ford, Chrysler and
General Motors. He continued his business venture
until 1974, when he sold his interest in the company
and retired. In 1983, a special ceremony was held at
Tiger Stadium where Gehringer, along with Hank
Greenberg, were present as their uniform numbers Charlie Gehringer as
Tigers VP, 1957
(Gehringer #2 and Greenberg #5) were retired. In
addition to remaining connected throughout the rest of his life to baseball, he also donated
a great deal of his time giving back to the community – he was active in the Boys and
Girls Club, Big Brothers and the March of Dimes, while also serving 20 years as Wayne
County chairman. In 1999, Gehringer was ranked 46th on The Sporting News list of 100
greatest baseball players, later becoming a finalist for the MLB’s All-Century Team. The
same year he was third on the list of Michigan’s 50 greatest sports figures published by
Sports Illustrated behind Joe Louis and Magic Johnson.
Over the nearly two decades he spent playing for the Tigers, Gehringer hit above .300 13
times, led the league eight times in fielding as a second baseman, had more than 200 hits
each season seven times, played in three World Series and batted .500 throughout the six
All-Star games he participated in. Even today Gehringer remains in the record books for
his career achievements, ranking 19th in history for his 2,839 hits and 574 doubles. While
he was always consistent at the plate, his fielding was equally dependable – he accumulated
7,068 assists, which is the second highest total in MLB history for a second baseman, as
well as completing 1,444 double plays, seventh highest in history for his position. His
consistency in both batting and fielding earned Gehringer the nickname Mechanical Man,
believed to have been coined by Lefty Gomez, who played for the Yankees. When Charles
was explained as the best second baseman in the game’s history, Gomez said, “All I know
is that whenever I’m pitching, he’s on base.”
Charles Leonard Gehringer passed away on January 21, 1993, in Bloomfield Hills from
complications caused by a stroke he had a month earlier. He was 89 years old when he
passed away and was survived by his sister and wife of 43 years. Gehringer will forever
be remembered for his graceful demeanor and modesty throughout his career – today his
likeness stands tall near left field of Comerica Park in his honor.
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Redefining
emergency care.

At McLaren Port Huron, we’re
committed to always doing what’s
best for our patients. Our brand-new,
state-of-the-art emergency department
is a nationally verified Level III Trauma
Center and has earned recognition
from U.S. News & World Report as
a high-performing hospital in the
treatment of heart failure and COPD.
We are also designated as a primary
stroke center and offer 24-hour access
to the best stroke specialists in the state
through the McLaren Stroke Network.
You can even check in to the ER online,
right from your home, for non-lifethreatening emergencies. So, you can
be confident that you can always get the
care you need, right when you need it.

mclaren.org/phER • 810-987-5000
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