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Journey to a New Home
By Louise Allen,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

For the 12th year in a row, the History
of the Christmas Tree Walk will be
open to the public for ten nights only
during the month of December. (See
the full page ad on page nine). This is one
of the Thumb area’s premier holiday events,
which attracts up to 1,000 or more visitors
each year. The Walk is held in the 9,500
square foot log home of Allen and Diane
Kodet of Algonac, Michigan, and provides an
intimate look at the Christmas ornaments
and decorations from the 1850s until the

(810) 794-2300

(T-shirts, Hats, Jackets & More!)

1031 St. Clair River Rd., Algonac, MI 48001
(located in the Turn Key Self Storage)

present, which reflect the history of
Christmas traditions in America. The
ornaments, divided into those that are
authentic to each decade from that
period, are displayed inside the
home on over 160 trees.
Information about
each tree is
displayed on
signage throughout the home and the staff
is available to answer questions during the selfguided tour through the magic of Christmas past
and present.
The Kodets are avid collectors of all things Christmas and
have been doing just that in their travels all over the United
States for the last 35 years. Their collection now amounts to
over 100,000 ornaments and thousands of display items. Even
with the vast amount of their current collection, the Kodets are
always looking to add something new and unusual for people to
enjoy during the following year’s Christmas Tree Walk.
Such was the case in 2013, when the Kodets were on a road
trip through the central part of Florida. Preferring to take the
See FLYING SANTAS , Page 7

Spotlight on
Rochester

By David Odziana

ThumbPrint News Writer and Field Reporter

Ad sizes and prices vary.
Call (810) 794-2300 and see
how we can help you be seen
throughout your community.
Check out our classified
section on page 29. If you want your ad to get
attention, contact ThumbPrint News.
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Unique Holiday Gifts
Dealer Space Available
Algonac Muskrat Swag Available

When new companies form, they have the ability
to greatly affect surrounding cities and townships.
One company that formed in Detroit in the 1800s was
responsible for the growth of an area 30 miles away
that would eventually become a major city.
Parke, Davis and Company blossomed from
a small drug store on the corner of Gratiot and
Woodward Avenue, which was owned by physician

and pharmacist Samuel Duffield. Duffield started by making
different pharmaceutical products, eventually becoming interested
in chemistry and producing two barrels of alcohol a day, as well
as other items in his lab. Hervey C. Parke joined the business on
October 26, 1866, which created Duffield, Parke and Company,
although many people consider this to be the birth of Parke, Davis
and Company. A year later the
final partner, George S. Davis,
joined the venture. Duffield
withdrew from the business in
1869 due to poor health and a
newfound interest in practicing
medicine. Parke and Davis
together made a great team;
Parke was the businessman with
a gift for finding prosperous
Vintage postcard of Parke-Davis Lab on Detroit River pharmaceutical opportunities,

See ROCHESTER, Page 25

NICKEL & SAPH, INC.
INSURANCE SINCE 1929
(800) 657-7373
(586) 463-4573 • (810) 765-8885
stephenjr@nickelsaph.com
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We Public Entities

• Municipalities
• Road Commissions
• Townships

Nickel & Saph, Inc.
44 Macomb Place
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

Watch for our
full page ad coming soon!
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers online and is distributed to
prime locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
or articles not written by our staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News
at your home, send us $2.00 (per issue)
for shipping and handling and we’ll mail
a copy to you, or check our website for
drop locations in your area.

ThumbPrint News would like to
know a little more about you!
By visiting our website and taking a
brief survey, you can help us cater
to you, the readers, better!

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/
Reader-Survey

Complete the survey to be entered into
a drawing on December 10th, to win
two FREE tickets to the 2015
Christmas Tree Walk!!

To learn more about the Walk, go to page 9!
Your feedback is greatly appreciated!
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Editor

I was born on December 6, but, as I was reminded my whole life by my father, who served in the Navy during
WWII and was stationed in Hawaii, that my birthday was one day before the calendar day of the attack on Pearl
Harbor (not the same year, however). I was always one of those persons who, while in high school history classes,
had trouble remembering historical dates, but, because of my yearly birthday reminders, I always knew when Pearl
Harbor Day was.
What I didn’t know and probably still don’t appreciate as much as I should, are the various feelings Americans in
general and in particular veterans of WWII had or still have about that day. In one December issue of ThumbPrint
News, several years back, I had written, as I normally do, the monthly article entitled, “What Happened on this
Day in History?” For my choice of entry for December 7, I chose an event that occurred on that day during a
different year than the years of WWII. Even though my reporting of the selected event was correct, I received
several phone calls from veterans (some rather upset) asking why I hadn’t used the December 7 entry to mention
the attack on Pearl Harbor. So, as a late apology of sorts and to remember Pearl Harbor Day and also as a tribute
to the talented writing skills of our writer and field reporter, David Odziana, I am using this space in the December
edition to allow David to share a thought-provoking insight into one faction of the melting pot that makes up our
great country – the Japanese-Americans.

Japanese-Americans during WWII
By David Odziana,

ThumbPrint News Writer and Field Reporter

The seventh day of December marks the 74th anniversary of Pearl Harbor - the day that over 2,000 American
sailors and soldiers lost their lives during a surprise attack from Japan, turning everyday life in the United States
upside down.
There is arguably no race more affected by this event than the Japanese-Americans living in this country.
Following the assault, national security was on high alert, keeping a watchful eye on those in the United States
with Japanese heritage, believing they would eventually join in on the espionage against America. Anti-Japanese
sentiments quickly swept across the country against both the Issei, which were the first generation immigrants from
Japan, as well as the second generation, American-born Nisei. Despite many being American citizens, Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court Earl Warren stated, “American born Japanese are more dangerous than the alien Japanese
because they spoke the English language and understood the American way.”
Prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a businessman was commissioned by President Roosevelt to determine
if Japanese-Americans posed a threat to national security. The report stated, “There will be no armed uprising of
Japanese in the United States. For the most part the local Japanese are loyal to the United States or, at worst, hope
that by remaining quiet, they can avoid concentration camps or irresponsible mobs.” A few months after the attack,
the draft status of Japanese-Americans serving in the military was changed from 1-A draft eligible, to 4-C enemy
alien unfit for military service. Those who were serving on the west coast were discharged and sent home, while
those on duty in the interior parts of the country were able to continue
serving. Although citizens of Japanese ancestry were reported to pose
no danger to the country, on February 19, 1942, President Roosevelt
announced Executive Order 9066, forcing approximately 112,000
Japanese-Americans, two-thirds of which were American citizens, to
forfeit their lives of freedom for imprisonment in internment camps.
There were ten camps altogether; Arizona, California and Arkansas each
had two, while Idaho, Wyoming, Utah and Colorado each had one.
This mass incarceration took place despite an assurance from FBI
director J. Edgar Hoover that nearly all individuals suspected of any
threat were already in custody, and there was no need to relocate the
Site of Manzanar internment camp where thousands
Japanese for security purposes. This recommendation was overshadowed
of Japanese-Americans were detained.

,
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by Lieutenant General John Dewitt, who was head of the Western Defense
Command and in favor of the Japanese imprisonment. Citizens with as little
as one-sixteenth Japanese blood were given notice to vacate their properties
to be taken by bus or train to one of the 10 camps. The official reason
given by the government for the relocation was to protect the Japanese,
which was later proven false for many different reasons; it eventually
became evident racism played a major role in the event. The original plan
was to incarcerate all people of Japanese heritage in Hawaii, which totaled
158,000. This was heavily disputed by wealthy landowners who needed the
Japanese field workers to maintain their plantations, so only a few thousand
were detained from the island. It was also well known that negative views
of the Japanese in the United States were prevalent well before Pearl
Harbor. White farmers saw this as an opportunity to remove the Japanese
competition from their businesses. Even though the United States were
fighting Germany and Italy in addition to Japan in WWII, only a very small
amount of Italians and Germans living in America were incarcerated like
the Japanese were.
Many were forced to sell off or abandon everything they owned in a very
short period of time, including homes, farms, pets and crops - the lucky
ones were given two weeks, but
some only had a couple days. Some
attempted to get anything they
could for their belongings because
they were only allowed to take
one suitcase - one woman sold
a 26-room hotel for only $500,
while others left their homes and
businesses to decay. Once in the
detainment camps, the incarcerated
citizens tried to continue life as
The family vacated this house and land during WWII
normal as possible. Each camp
when they were forcibly re-located to Manzanar
detention camp.

See JAPANESE-AMERICANS, Page 30
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I am the “Critter of the Month” at ABC
A multiservice company that you can trust!

For All of Your
Critter & Pest
Control Needs

Call:

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

CHECK OUT OUR

HUGE USED
CAR & TRUCK

HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm
TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm
SAT. 10am-2pm

INVENTORY

Visit Us Online at
BillMacDonaldFord.com

CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN
4WD

Used Car Sales Manager

Sales Specialist

ED
THOMS
Sales Specialist

(810) 740-4143

1200 S. CARNEY DR.
ST. CLAIR, MI 48079

$3,500*

1999

Call Us Direct
at (810) 329-6601
*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

Oil Change Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Multi-Point Inspection
Fluid Top Off Battery Test
Filter Check Most Cars up to 5qts.

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/15

MERCURY

SABLE PREMIER
LEATHER

2008

$7,888*

FORD

F-150

CREW CAB 4WD
FLARESIDE

2008

$18,885*

’
Front End Alignment
With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/15

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/15

With this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/15
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More than Great Craft Beer!
Salads
Sliders
Flatbreads
Fish & Chips
Get $100 off with this ad

k106fm.com

(810) 937-2937

808 Gratiot Blvd., Marysville, MI 48040

Diabetes Mellitus
in Our Pets
By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

As with people, the incidence of diabetes in cats and
dogs is on the rise. Diabetes results when the body
suffers from either an absolute shortage of insulin
production, called Type I diabetes, or from an incorrect
response to the insulin that is being produced, a
condition called insulin resistance or Type II diabetes. Diabetes most commonly
occurs in middle age to older dogs and cats, but occasionally occurs in younger
animals. Dogs develop Type I diabetes, which makes them insulin dependent for
life. Cats on the other hand develop Type II diabetes and can go into remission.
Cats that go into clinical remission appear to have some remaining functional cells
in their pancreas which are able to produce sufficient insulin once the persistently
high blood glucose concentrations are treated adequately with insulin. The time
to remission is variable and likely depends on how long the diabetes was present
before being diagnosed. It is important to remember that remission does not mean
cure and care must still be taken with your cat’s diet and lifestyle.
The symptoms of diabetes are related to the excess amount of glucose or sugar
in the blood stream. All mammals need the insulin hormone to be able to use sugar,
fat and protein from their diets for energy. Without insulin, glucose accumulates in
the blood and spills into the urine. Glucose in the urine causes your pet to drink
excessive amounts of water and to urinate large volumes of urine. The amount of
glucose in the brain is what controls appetite. Without insulin, the brain becomes
sugar deprived triggering the animal to feel hungry all the time, yet they are losing
weight due to the bodies inability to use the nutrients properly.
Untreated diabetic pets are also more likely to develop bladder, kidney or
skin infections. Diabetic dogs, but rarely cats, develop cataracts secondary to
uncontrolled diabetes. Diabetic cats tend to get weakness or an abnormal gait in
their rear legs due to nerve and muscle dysfunction.

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at
888-530-3426

ABC
We Can Rid Your Home

Home & Commercial Services

Licensed
&
Insured

A multiservice company that you can trust!

of Fleas & Ticks

Call our Pest Control Division
Toll Free: 877-794-5678
There are two major forms of diabetes in dogs and cats: uncomplicated diabetes
and diabetics with ketoacidosis. Ketoacidosis is the result of the liver breaking
down fat stores to use for energy when the body does not have enough insulin
to use glucose for energy. Pets with uncomplicated diabetes may have the signs
described above, but are not extremely ill. Diabetic pets with ketoacidosis are
dehydrated, vomiting, depressed and weak. The diagnosis of diabetes is made by
finding a large increase in blood sugar and a large amount of sugar in the urine.
Animals, especially cats, stressed by having a blood sample drawn, can have
a temporary increase in their blood sugar, but there is no sugar in the urine. A
complete blood panel is run to look for changes in the liver, kidneys and pancreas
that may either be a result of or a complication of the diabetes.
Once the diagnosis has been made, the next step is to develop a treatment plan.
This will be different for each diabetic and based on the clinical symptoms, as well
as how high the blood glucose is. In next month’s article, I will discuss the different
insulins and treatment options, like being able to check your pet’s glucose level
right at home.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981
Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is: www.mvhvet.com. Dr. DiBenedetto can be
reached at (248) 585-2622 for other pet related questions.

ABC

GOT FULL GUTTERS?
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FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a
place for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting
the correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly
selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end
of the year! On December 31, 2015, one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
In the November 2015 edition, we asked our readers to identify what the
objects to the left were and for what
they were used.
Of all of those submitting the correct
answer, Cindy Richards of Clinton
Township, Michigan, was randomly
chosen to be entered into the year-end
drawing. Cindy identified that these
objects were antique candle holder
clips for Christmas trees.
Prior to electric lights decorating our
Christmas trees, candles held to the
branches of the tree provided beautiful,
albeit somewhat dangerous lighting for
the Christmas display. The earliest patent
for Christmas tree candle holders was for
the clay-ball counter-balance in 1867,
shown on the right. A hook in the wire
just below the candle was hung over
the branch. The counter-weight kept the
candle upright even if the bough bent.
The counterweights were made of molded clay or lead.
The light-weight candle clip, as shown in our November contest, was first
patented in 1882. Often the tin
was embossed or lithographed.
Embossed clips were painted with
colored lacquer, a method called
japanning.
For our December contest, we are
asking our readers to identify what
the object on the left is and for
what it was used. Remember, go to
www.thumbprintnews.com if you
know the answer.

J

Funeral Home

Funerals as
Unique as
Your Life
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com
jowettfamily@comcast.net

Service
1634 Lapeer Ave. 57737 Gratiot Ave.
Port Huron
New Haven
810-985-5123
586-749-9585
Alan R. Jowett
Owner/Manager

Kenneth L. White
Manager

BELTONE

has the only

2.4GHz streaming
wireless technology

in the USA

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
the middle ear

FREE
Hearing
Screening

$

Valued at

130

Expires 12/31/15

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services
May Receive Up To

$

2,500

*

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Hearing Aids
as low as
BeltoneTurn75 OpenFit

Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase
or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 12/31/15

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand
of Hearing Aid.

Towards Two Hearing Aids*
*Certain restrictions may apply

Offer expires 12/31/15

Easy
Payment
Plans
Available

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler
UAW
entitled to

2 FREE

*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816
LJ-0001042400-01

995

$

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries

owett

and Cremation

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Marine City
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com
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Join Us For Fun!

www.johnstonsmeat.com

810-378-5455

4470 S. Sandusky Rd.
Peck, MI 48466

pany
Meat Com

JMC

December 2015

Call to Reserve Your Seat
or visit
www.982ride.com

Luxury Transportation

2 miles north of Peck on M-19

2nd Annual Christmas
Open House

December 12

Saturday from 9am to 6pm

12/3 - Packers 6pm Departure

159
$
250
$
139
$

12/12 - 12/14 @ St. Louis
Road Trip 6:30am Departure

12/27 - 49’ers 11am Departure

Custom Gift Baskets & Boxes

PER
GUEST
PER
GUEST
PER
GUEST

(Pre-made or Custom Made)

Meat Specials
Deli Specials
Free Samples

Wine, Beer & Liquor Tasting
Customer Appreciation Gift Drawings

DEC. 2ND , 16TH & 30TH

25 PERSON

$

DEPART PORT HURON

AT

at Greenfield Village

9AM.

Winning Social Security Disability at the First Step
Attorneys Bieske & Alfonsi
file as FAST, or FASTER than all other firms.
Most importantly, they do it RIGHT.

www.ssdfighters.com

Their clients win the majority of their cases at the first
step. In recent years statistics show that the average person wins less than 1/3 of
their cases at the first step, and, if you don’t win at the application stage, it could
be years until you receive benefits.
They interview you, and unlike other firms, an actual attorney immediately
files your application. Over 70 pages of documents must be completed during
the application process. Often an answer given on one of the multiple confusing
forms is actually used by the government to deny your case, not just on the first
step, but in later appeals. The firm does the paperwork for you, with forms
forwarded to your doctor to bolster your case as well as follow-up with the
government to determine case status. Winning results in up to thousands of
dollars in monthly benefits and early Medicare coverage.
Attorneys JB Bieske and Jennifer Alfonsi have been winning the vast majority
of their cases at the application level and beyond. They have 46 years of
combined experience in only Social Security disability matters. They have won
over 7,000 cases resulting in over $5 million for their clients last year alone.
Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi offer free phone or office consultation and will
promptly inform you if they can make a difference at the application stage.
If you have filed on your own and been denied call immediately.
The firm has won the vast majority of their appeals. No fee charged until after
case is won.
Bieske and Alfonsi are very familiar with local judges and have offices
located in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties and Flint.

1-800-331-3530 for a FREE CONSULTATION

$

25

PERSON

DEC. 9TH & 23RD
DEPART PORT HURON

AT

9AM.

February 13, 2016
Showtime 2pm

Fisher Theater

Depart P.H. KMart at 5pm

S

99.00

per guest
Main Floor Seating
Bus Departs from
Port Huron Kmart
at 12pm

call to book your seat at
or reserve your seat online

3233 Dove Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060

www.982ride.com

Pick up and drop off at Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up location available - Call for details.

GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!
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FLYING
SANTAS
Continued
from Page 1

back roads instead of the freeways so
they could stop at yard sales, junk stores
and resale shops to look for “new”
treasures, the small town of Lake
Wales, Florida, offered several possible
stops. At one resale shop, upon
questioning the owner as to whether
she had anything Christmas related, she
proceeded to pull out four red and green
plastic totes which she stated the Kodets
could look through in case there was
anything of interest. She also offered
that everything in the totes had come
from one estate.

When Allen and Diane started
looking through the totes, there were
a couple hundred ornaments and
décor items, many which appeared
to be homemade and quite a few
that were in disrepair. Nothing
immediately stood out as antique,
vintage or collectible. Then,
Diane found a small 3” x 5”
plaque inside one of the totes
that suddenly made sense of the
collection, which at first glance
appeared to be a mismatched
assortment of items. Upon
reading the plaque and further
examination of the items and
subsequent conversation with
the shop owner, the story of this
collection, the “Flying Santas”,
began to unfold.

Back in the 1950s, AGCS
Leo Sorel, United States
Navy, was working at the
Naval Weather Service
Office in Pensacola, Florida.
One Christmas, as a joke,
a small tree was decorated
for the U.S. Navy’s Blue
Angels. It was covered with
Christmas ornaments, both
purchased and homemade,
showcasing “Flying Santas”
– Santas in airplanes and
helicopters, riding on birds,
inside of spaceships. The
idea was Santa could be in
or on anything that would
make him airborne and
assist him in his Christmas
Eve journey from the North
Pole to deliver presents to
children around the world.
The Blue Angels is the
United States Navy’s flight
demonstration squadron,
with aviators from the Navy
and Marines. Formed in
1946, it is the second oldest
formal flying aerobatic team
in the world, the French
Patrouille de France formed
in 1946, being the first.

ABC
Flying in the F/A-18 Hornet, The Blue
Angels’ six demonstration pilots perform
at an average of more than 70 shows
at 34 locations throughout the United
States each year, where an estimated 11
million spectators view the squadron
during the season. Of course, when Leo
Sorel decorated that first small tree at the
Naval Weather Office, it also included
Santa flying in the F/A Hornet.
Over the years, Sorel’s “Flying
Santas”’ collection
grew along with his
career. Ornaments
and décor depicting
airborne Santas
came from new
purchases, trades,
gifts, originals
(one-of-a-kind
homemade items)
and an occasional
item purloined

from disaster.
At its peak,
the collection
contained
several hundred
items.
Upon Leo
Sorel’s death, his
“Flying Santas”
collection passed
down to one of his heirs. Somehow, that
collection was not destined to remain in
the family and eventually it ended up in
that resale shop in Lake Wales, Florida,
off of Highway 17. Indeed, it was
almost fate that it should end up there,
so that Allen and Diane Kodet could
be the ones to rediscover this hidden
piece of Christmas and Blue Angel
history. Otherwise, this collection could
very well have been sold off, piece by
piece, with anything not sold eventually
discarded.
After purchasing the four large
totes full of Leo Sorel’s collection,
hours of time were spent by the
Kodet’s restoring many of the
original
pieces which
had either
become
broken or
unglued during
their journey
from Pensacola
to their eventual
resting place in Lake Wales.
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Attempts were made to
contact a living
A multiservice company that you can trust!
member
of Leo
Sorel’s family
or someone
from the
Pensacola
Naval
Weather
Station
who could
add more information
to the story that had unfolded, though
both proved unsuccessful. This year
during the 12th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, one of the dozen
or so new trees that will be on display
will be the “Flying Santas” tree, restored
to all of its former glory.
Many people have made a visit to
the History of the Christmas Tree
Walk a yearly tradition, bringing new
friends and additional family members
with them each year. Even
returning visitors will not be
disappointed in this year’s
display, with many new
trees being added since
2014, bringing the total to
over 160 in 2015.
Although many visitors
who may be collectors
themselves enjoy seeing the
ornaments and decorations
that bring back memories
of their childhood or
even of their parents’ or
grandparents’ early years, it is
also the fact that many unusual
trees, seldom seen elsewhere, are
also on display. Some examples are the
1850s tree, a real pine tree, devoid of
needles, decorated with fruit and cookies
in the tradition of the early Pennsylvania
Dutch or the blue aluminum tree that
is displayed in the poolroom decorated
with homemade items that children
over the years have made at school or
in Sunday school classes. Add to that
unusual list the “Flying Angels” tree
that now takes its rightful place where it
can once again be viewed by a new
generation of those who
appreciate and love all
things Christmas. The
12th Annual History
of the Christmas
Tree Walk is
truly is a magical
event not to be
missed.
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A personal note from our publisher, Allen Kodet:
Is Christmas “Too Commercial”? I think not...
Each of us, no matter our age, have special childhood
remembrances of Christmases past that fill our heads
when the holiday season rolls around. Think about
it - school plays, music while shopping in stores,
visiting Santa, wondering if Santa is real and hoping
he was (and he is, just ask Virginia). The excitement
of Christmas morning, the tree, the decorations,
the displays and the parades were all made possible
because of the commercialism of Christmas. Sure,
we made a few homemade items at home or school,
but by far, most of our memories were because of
the actions of businesses bringing the total holiday
experience together. Those are the memories we have
with us today. To say Christmas is “too commercial” is
only looking through an adult’s eyes, not a child’s eyes.
What a child sees today will be cherished for years to
come. What the History of the Christmas Tree Walk
is attempting to do is to bring those memories back
to the adults so they can relive their childhood joys (a
worthwhile task) and to preserve those memories for
the future. Merry Christmas!

o
We D
The
Wholcet
Proje

to read online today!
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Adorable Cloth Snowmen by:

Cute Crafty Creations

will be available for purchase
during the 2015 Christmas Walk

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
All E-Classic outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems.
It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed.
See your local dealer for more information.
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HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS
TREE WALK
A multiservice company that you can trust!

December 11-14 & 18-23, 2015
from 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

160+
Treese!

Free shuttle to the home leaves from 8061 Marsh Road in Algonac, MI,
continuously from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Please allow an hour for the tour.
Last return shuttle leaves the home at 9:30 p.m.

Ove
35,00r0
ornament
on displa s
y!

designed by
Freepik.com
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TICKETS TO THE CHRISTMAS WALK MAKE GREAT GIFTS FOR EVERYONE ON
YOUR LIST AND ARE A PERFECT WAY TO ENTERTAIN OUT- OF- TOWN GUESTS.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

$15/ADULT - $8/CHILD (ages 2 - 15)
As of December 1st (Under 2 are FREE)

Over 160 decorated Christmas trees tell the story of Christmas in America from the 1850s until the present. All are displayed inside
a 9,500 square foot log home in Algonac, Michigan, for ten nights only in December. Visitors can purchase tickets at the offices
of ThumbPrint News, 8061 Marsh Rd. in Algonac, on any night the Walk is open starting at 5:00 p.m., with the last tickets being
sold at 8:30 p.m. Visitors should allow at least one hour to view the home. The home will be open for viewing from 5:30 p.m. until
9:30 p.m. Parking will be at 8061 Marsh Rd. where a continuously running shuttle (from 5:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.) will take visitors
to and from the home.
Upon arriving at the ThumbPrint News office, visitors purchasing a ticket will be given a numbered shuttle ticket. Once that
number is called, visitors can board the shuttle for the short ride to the home. Those who purchased advance tickets before
December 1 will also need to turn in their advance tickets for a shuttle ticket. Large groups can be accommodated, but may be
split up on different shuttles. Shuttle tickets will be handed out starting at 5:00 p.m. and ending at 8:30 p.m. and will be called
for boarding in the order in which they were handed out. A small wait to board the shuttle may occur, depending on the
attendance (usually not exceeding 30 minutes). Hot chocolate and cookies will be available while waiting.
The log home has three levels which are accessible by log stairs. Persons who have difficulty walking or climbing stairs will only
be able to access the lowest level of the home. There is no smoking allowed on the shuttle or in the home. Visitors to the Walk will
be asked to cover their shoes with plastic shoe protectors that will be provided at the door to the home. Alternately, shoes or
boots can be removed upon entering the home, if desired. Children are welcome, but must remain with their parents at all times
and cannot be allowed to handle objects in the home or on the trees. Pets are not allowed. Cameras are welcome. Thank you
for your consideration and patronage.
Tickets are non-refundable, though they may be given to another person to use if original purchaser
of tickets is unable to attend.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT
www.TheChristmasWalk.com

THE CHRISTMAS WALK WILL NOT BE OPEN ON CHRISTMAS EVE OR AFTER CHRISTMAS.

(810) 794-2300
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Project Blue Light

For 11 years now, there is a wonderful tradition that has been taking place in a small church located in Hazel Park. In 2004, a retired Detroit police officer and
then President of Michigan Concerns of Police Survivors, along with the pastor of the church and Hazel Park police chaplain brought to the southeast area of
Michigan, the first Project Blue Light Ceremony; a short program to honor the fallen law enforcement officers of Michigan. In the years that followed, the program
evolved, attendance has grown, support has increased, the organizer has changed, but the purpose of this wonderful evening remains the same.
On December 1st, we honor not only our fallen law enforcement officers, but our fallen firefighters as well. We honor those who have fallen in this last year,
remember those of the past that made their sacrifice on the date coinciding with that of the event of the current year, and offer our support to those who continue
to serve, keeping our neighborhoods and communities safe. It is also a chance to live up to the pledge made with the loss of each hero that we “Never Forget”.
The evening includes music – pipes and drums - as well as instrumental and vocal; prayers and poems are read and words of support and encouragement are
delivered by a guest speaker; everything needed for a service properly befitting those who have given their lives in the performance of their duty. During the
service, there is a wreath presentation and roll call of heroes, at which time the family members and/or department representative(s) of those being honored will
place a flower in their memory. While it’s the current year’s fallen and those that share the date of the event that are announced as part of the roll call, all surviving
family members attending are given the opportunity to place a flower for their loved ones. Following the ceremony, the Parish Alter Society provides light snacks
and refreshments. It truly is a remarkable evening with uniformed officers, firefighters, and guards of honor representing the departments throughout the state.
With the growth of the event, it has become more difficult to cover the costs involved; thus the secondary purpose of this article. It is my hope that you would
be willing to make a monetary donation toward covering those costs. Any size gift would be most appreciated and all donors will be recognized in the program.
In the event the donations received exceed the costs, all remaining funds collected will be equally divided and donated to St. Justin Church, the Michigan Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial and the Michigan Fireman’s Memorial.
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration; whether or not you choose to make a donation, you are certainly welcome to join us for the ceremony
to pay tribute to our fallen heroes of Michigan.

2015 Southeast Michigan Project Blue Light Roll Call of Heroes

DEPUTY GRANT W. WHITAKER – End of Watch: December 7, 2014
Grant William Whitaker of Stockbridge, Michigan, age 25 died at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing as a result of injuries sustained on duty during a high speed
pursuit with the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office. Prior to his death, Grant served with the department for 18 months, and was previously a police officer with the
Stockbridge Police Department. He is survived by his parents, two brothers, a sister and his fiancé.
FIRST LEIUTENANT ARTHUR A. GREEN, III – End of Watch: August 9, 2015
Arthur A. Green was killed in an airplane crash in Harbor Springs, Michigan, while en route to mandatory in-service training for the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources. He was on official travel status when the Piper Cherokee he was piloting struck a large tree while on final approach to the Harbor Springs
Municipal Airport. Lieutenant Green had served with the Michigan DNR Law Enforcement Division for 19 years after retiring from the Detroit Police Department
with 20 years of service. He had also retired from the U.S. Air Force and the Michigan Air National Guard in 2004. He is survived by his wife and two sons.
SERGEANT JOSEPH J. ABDELLA – End of Watch: August 14, 2015
Joseph A. Abdella died at the age of 49, while on duty with the Detroit Police Department Mounted Patrol Division, when he suffered a massive heart attack.
Sgt. Abdella served the Detroit Police Department for 21 years. During his distinguished career with the Detroit Police Department, he worked at the 11th
Precinct, in Homicide, Fugitive Apprehension, the Violent Crimes Task Force and the Mounted Unit. He was promoted to Sergeant in 2001. He is survived by his
wife, their two daughters and his sister.
FIREFIGHTER RICHARD R. WHEELER – Last Alarm: August 19, 2015
Richard Randall Wheeler of South Haven, Michigan, died at the age of 31 battling wild fires with the Methow Valley Ranger District Engine Crew based in
Winthrop, Washington. He was a fourth generation firefighter. He began to pursue fire service in his early twenties, shortly after leaving Americorps. Rick held
many seasonal fire positions with the U.S. Forest Service. For several years, he worked for the Tatanka Hotshots of South Dakota. In between seasons, Rick would
return to Michigan to attend Grand Valley State University. He earned his bachelors degree in Natural Resources Management in the spring of 2013. He planned on
using his degree and seasonal work experience to obtain a permanent position with the forest service. After moving to Wenatchee, he worked on an initial attack
fire crew at the Wenatchee River Ranger District out of Leavenworth, Washington, for the 2014 season.
TROOPER CHAD H. WOLF – End of Watch: August 28, 2015
Chad Harlan Wolf, of Fenton, Michigan, died at the age of 38 from injuries sustained when his motorcycle was struck by a vehicle while on patrol. Chad received
a bachelors degree from Pensacola Christian College in Florida, and was a key member and youth leader at Great Lakes Baptist Church. He served eight years with
the Michigan State Police. He is survived by his wife, their four children, his parents, two brothers, his sister and mother-in-law.
FIREFIGHTER DENNIS E. RODEMAN – Last Alarm: September 9, 2015
Dennis Eber Rodeman of Owosso, Michigan, died at the age of 35 from injuries sustained from being hit by a vehicle while collection donations for the Muscular
Dystrophy Association with the Lansing Fire Department. Dennis was a distinguished veteran, serving with the United States Marine Corps. He was a well
respected and dedicated firefighter and EMT. He began his career as a volunteer firefighter with the Vermontville Fire Department and for the last seven years has
dedicated his service to the City of Lansing Fire Department. Dennis married less than three months before his death and his wife is expecting their first child. He
is also survived by his parents, two sisters and in-laws.
RICHARD LEO CROSBY, JR. – Last Alarm: September 26, 2015
Richard Leo Crosby, age 67, suffered a cardiac arrest shortly after a fire call incident that occurred two days earlier. Crosby was taken off of life support and
succumbed to his injury on September 26, 2015. Richard worked as a mechanic until his death. He was a member of the Casnovia Township Fire Department for
44 Years, the Men’s Auxiliary at Newaygo VFW Post #4249, and Howard City Conservation. He served as a trustee of the Village of Casnovia, was a member of the
International Union of Operating Engineers Union #324, and was active for many years in the Boy Scouts. He is survived by his wife, his daughter, four sons, his
mother, two sisters, his brother, several in-laws, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Editor’s note: This year’s Project Blue Light takes place on Tuesday, December 1, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at St. Justin Church, 1600 E. Evelyn, Hazel Park, Michigan. This is
a public event open to all law enforcement officers, firefighters, first responders, their families and friends, as well as members of the communities they represent. For
more information or to make a donation, contact Debbie Swofford at (586) 214-3056 or contact her by email at magenta810@comcast.net.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Submitted By Laura Scaccia
The Mariner Theater and
WGRT 102.3, along with local
businesses, have teamed up to
bring you Merrytime Christmas.
This event, in both Marine
City and Sombra, is a citywide
celebration of an old-fashioned
river town Christmas. Your
journey begins at the historic
Mariner Theater located at
430 Water Street, Marine City,
where you can pick up your
goodie bag filled with coupons,
information and surprises
from our local businesses and
restaurants. One person from
each group will also receive
a complimentary round-trip
walk-on pass for the Bluewater
Ferry to and from Marine City/
Sombra. Our U.S. visitors can
pick up their passes at the
Mariner and our Canadian
visitors from the Sombra
Museum.
We will have music in the
streets, carolers caroling and

December 5, 2015

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Must Present
Coupon
Good Thru 12/31/15
TPN

Stop in to
make a simple
holiday craft.

OFF

All
Work
Boots

137 N. Parker
Marine City, MI 48039

6am to 3pm
6am to 8pm
Mon./Wed./Thurs./Sun. Tues./Fri./Sat.

Santa wants
you to stop
in to see us
this month!

(810) 643-8050

See MERRYTIME, Page 13

Carry Out Available

come Visit Us!
We have Craft beers, wines, Liquor, Groceries & More
stop in &
say Hello!

Buy 4
Tires,
Get FREE
Rotation
for
Life of
Tires

including michigan made products

339 Fairbanks, Marine City, MI 48039

Marine City Auto Care
810-765-9000

Don’t let winter get it’s grip before you get yours!

Tire Inventory New
Used
Reduction
Sale!
Tires!
Going On Now thru Dec. 31
AND

st

(810) 765-9861

6730 S. River Road
Marine City, MI 48039

810-765-9000
! Auto Repair Finance
W
NE
Program Available
95% Acceptance Rate

Let us help you get back on the road again!
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PERSONAL

TITANIC - THE BUILDING OF AN ICON
EXHIBIT, WORLD CLASS GALLERIES
& CLASSIC MOVIES

December 2015

PHOTO TIL
ES

LIDAY
O
H
T
A
E
R
G
E!
GIFTS HER
MEMORIAL MUGS
CORPORATE APPAREL
TEAM APPAREL
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SIGNS & BANNERS
PERSONALIZED GIFTS
TROPHIES & PLAQUES
MEDALS & RIBBONS

324 S. WATER STREET, MARINE CITY, MI 48039
(810) 420-0543 .store
(810) 223-2055 .cell

CHRISTMAS HAS ARRIVED AT THE
MARINER...COME SEE THE MOOSE FAMILY
VICTORIAN DOLLHOUSE, TIN FIGURES,
DÉCOR GALORE & MORE
430 S. Water Street, Marine City, MI 48039

(810) 765-5155
Visit our website

WWW.MARINERTHEATER.NET
for tickets and information.
Tickets are also available at the
door on the day of the event.

BILL STOCKWELL

LET US GET IT CLEAN FOR SANTA!

December 2015		
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Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

Of Peac
n
e
d
r
e
Ga
F lo
rist & G i f t s

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Open
Mon.-Sat.
10am-5pm

With Extended
Holiday Hours

Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens • Balloons • Personalized Gift Baskets
~ WE DELIVER ~
810-877-2654 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

MERRYTIME, Continued from Page 11
brass horns serenading. What would Christmas be without
a photo with Santa? He will be here too! We will also have
Princess Rose and Prince David from Marine City High
School. We will have crafts for the kids and goodies for the
adults. Stroll through our streets and visit our unique shops
and restaurants. They will be open with surprises galore.
Many of our local businesses will have gift certificates
available that make great Christmas gifts.
Visit our Pride & Heritage Museum and Old City Hall to
learn more about Marine City’s rich heritage and history. Take
a historic home tour on a tractor drawn wagon, which begins
at Old City Hall. Santa’s helpers (business students from
Marine City High School) with their red hats will be scattered
through the city lending support to our businesses and
providing assistance to our visitors.
See the Christmas classic movie Holiday Inn at the
Mariner Theater or Miracle on 34th Street the musical at
the Riverbank Theatre. Pick up a famous Jo Dog at the
Old Newsboys Craft Show from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at
the K of C Hall. Proceeds are used to ensure that no child
goes without a Christmas. The HOH will also be having a
fundraiser at their clubhouse from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Proceeds benefit Old Newsboys of Marine City and Helping
Hands.
Listen to 102.3 WGRT Radio to win! They will be giving
away items from local businesses from November 21st
through December 5th. WGRT will carry this promotion every
hour, reaching more than a million people with their live
signal spanning 100 miles and live streaming internet. Make
sure you tune into 102.3 WGRT to win!
Visit our website, www.MerrrytimeChristmas.com, for
more information.
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Angel
Christmas
Anticipation Decorations
Bethlehem
Elves
Bows
Eve
Candy
Evergreen
Carols
Excitement
Celebrate
Family
Chimney
Holiday
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Star
Stocking
Surprise
Tinsel
Vacation
Wrapping

December 5, 2015 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Designed by Freepik
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This or This

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Creosote
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Take precautions
now to make sure
you have a clean,
safe chimney
system.

Creosote

Don't wait until
it’s too late.

Typical
Chimney
Diagram

December 2015

By David Gillis

Call Your Local
Chimney Sweeping Crew

ABC

to read online today!

For several months, I drove by DTE’s vacated
Marysville power plant and watched as it was
systematically reduced to a skeleton. Then, while
taking an early morning walk in downtown St.
Clair on a mid-November Saturday, I heard two
quick and muffled blasts from the north and knew
I would no longer see the iconic structure that had
been in existence already for twenty years when I Downtown St. Clair in the past
was born. I have friends who were alive when it was constructed.
For many years, I was engaged in the real estate business and fully understand the
economic concept of “highest and best use.” It is a key appraisal and zoning principle
employed in valuing any parcel of land or property. As the definition of the concept is
further explored, we find that value and use are closely linked. It suggests that we must
determine what it is that results in the greatest net return in the foreseeable future. Well,
as a comedic character from a past television show repeatedly stated, “Isn’t that special?”
Please don’t read too much into that last remark. I do understand the concept. After
all, it had an effect on my career for a few decades. What I do now think about in my
advanced years is whether we are all too anxious to apply it to everything. Are we in a
hurry to set aside or even destroy what we have for what we think we need or just want?
Over twenty years ago, my wife and I devoted numerous hours walking the streets of
London while visiting Great Britain. We were in awe of the number of buildings, several
hundred years old, that were still in use and provided an enjoyable glimpse into the past.
During that same journey to the great nation from which we took our freedom and that
gave us our language, we explored my ancestral Scotland. In Edinburgh, we walked in
the 200-year-old “new city” and the “old city” dating back nine-plus centuries. We still
talk about how enjoyable that trip was and I wonder what we would have seen if the
concept of highest and best use had been considered for those many years.
Growing up in the St. Clair and Algonac areas, I recall the downtowns that served as
the central focus for shopping, entertainment and
worship. There are many residents in these small
communities who remember and exclaim how
they wish that still existed. But, the concept of
highest and best use was the order of the day in
the mid-1960s.
In another look at the concept of highest and
best use, we can witness what happens when
combined with patience. We see that happening
in downtown Marine City and Port Huron, where
Downtown Algonac in the past
majestic old structures are now beginning to
experience a new life and, yes, maybe a greater best use. They are bringing together the
old with the new in a way that satisfies more people.
Possibly, as we look in retrospect, we need to decide how we can keep the best of the
past to be used for the best of the future. We’re beginning to see how vacated schools
can remain and be used for many years to come. We need to help our communities keep
their decades old church structures as the congregations dwindle and go elsewhere. I
have stood in front of the historic St. Clair Inn
many times and thought to myself, “There must
be a way.” We should be slow to apply some of
the concepts of highest present value, greatest
current net return, financial feasibility and
maximum productivity.
As I return to my opening statements
regarding the Marysville power plant, I have
no idea what that structure could have been
used for. Its demise was probably what was
correctly in order. However, as it relates to our
over-anxious desires for change based only on a Downtown Marine City in the past
limited view of current productivity, maybe we should slow down just a little.
In conclusion, I might ask what our lives would be like if the same concepts of highest
and best use were applicable to human beings. Certainly we would not want our mere
existence to depend on our current financial state or productivity. But, wait, isn’t that a
consideration in some of our nations today? Something to think about!

Thumbs Up
To Seniors
By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Writer and Field Reporter

MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #24.
Be the first to correctly answer
Question #25 and you could win
a J. Clary collector print!

Question #24

Name the four fish or
animals that the devil
was thought to appear as.

Answer to #24:
Cat, pig, devilfish or
manta ray.

Maritime Trivia
Question #25

During the days of sailing
ships and piracy, what was
the slang term for
HONESTY?
Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

There are many products
made in our state that are
cherished, and there is arguably
no item more Michigan than
Vernor’s Ginger Ale.
The treasured bubbly
drink started with a man
named James Vernor, who
was born April 11, 1843, in
New York. James moved to
Detroit as a child with his
family, where he became
an employee at Higby and
Sterns’ Drug Store in the
city. While working at the
drug store, James became engaged with a
medical concoction of vanilla, ginger and other spices to
help cure upset stomachs. James soon became Michigan’s
first pharmacist, as well as one of the first members of the
Michigan Board of Pharmacy, which was formed in 1887.
Legend has it when the Civil War broke out in the
early 1860s, James stored his medical drink in an oak
cask and enlisted in the 4th Michigan Calvary in 1862,
becoming a hospital steward. While in the Army, James
was captured two different times a few days apart, but
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CALL TODAY
to find out
how ABC
helps keep
the Spiders

OUT!

was able to escape both
times. He eventually
became a Second
Lieutenant before
being discharged
in 1865. Although
the story is sometimes
disputed, it is said James’
ginger beverage remained
in the oak barrel for four years while he
was enlisted. After returning home, he found the years
of aging accentuated the ginger flavoring, giving it an
effervescent taste, while still remaining sweet; Vernor’s
Ginger Ale was born.
By the time Vernor’s was created, other homemade
ginger ales already existed, many of which contained
ingredients, such as alcohol, uranium, opiates and arsenic.
Since ginger ale was originally created for medical
purposes, many carried a promise to cure everything from
dementia to baldness, but most were nothing more than
sugar water with artificial ginger flavoring. Although
some ginger sodas began appearing in New York City
around 1850, it wasn’t until the 1860s the sweet golden
ginger ale was introduced. The bubbly beverage was
served to the public for the first time in 1866, although
this date is often challenged, as well. For some time, the
drink was only available in Vernor’s pharmacy, located at
223 Woodward Avenue in Detroit.
Eventually, demand grew for his creation,
and other soda fountains all over the city
began dispensing Vernor’s. In order to
receive permission to sell his product,
James first had to be convinced the retailer
understood the correct way to serve the
drink. James was known for being very
meticulous with his soda in order to control
its quality, just as he was with prescriptions
for his patients. He even required the stores
to install certain equipment to properly
serve it. James operated his drug store until
See DETROIT’S DRINK, Page 18

810-985-7151

12/05 Sat. -s- Greenfield Villiage - Daytrip (Christmas fun) $39
Over 17 Years of serving the Thumb Area
12/06 - 12/08 -s- ChipIn Island & Kewadin Casinos - 3 days $145
toll free - 888-577-0847
12/07 Mon. -s- Soaring Eagle Brenda Lee - Daytrip (pkg $25) $32
2828 Monticello Dr.
Complete Trip,
12/11 Fri. -s- Turkeyville - (Turkey dinner & show) $69
Quality Trips, Tours, and Cruises!
Port Huron, MI 48060
All Sunburst Trips and
Tour & Cruise
12/16 Wed. -n- Greektown Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
Phone: 810-985-7151 Fax: 810-987-6727 www.sunbursttours.com
Tours are Completely
Details at:
12/26 - 12/27 - Kewadin Casnios After Christmas Get Away - $99
Escorted.
www.sunbursttours.com
12/29 Tue. -n- Motor City Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
We also do Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call!
12/30 Wed. -n- Greektown Casino - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
Turkeyville Dec 11 $69
12/31 Thu. -n- Point Edward Casino - Daytrip (pkg $15) $20
An all day event - Explore the many
01/07 Thu. -n- Motor City Casnio - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
attractions here, then enjoy a fabulous
Turkey Dinner and see a presentation
01/10 - 01/11 -s- Kewadin Odawa & Ste. Ignace - Overnight $99
in their huge dinner theater.
01/12 Tue. - Hollywood Daytrip - Daytrip $30
01/13 Wed. -n- Greektown Casnio - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27
Beat those February Blues next year
Visit the best of NYC
A Full Day of Fun
then board the
01/17 - 01/18 -s- Little River Overnight - Overnight (pkgs $70) $120 Join us
on a
Carnival Sunshine
Shopping, Sights and
01/19 Tue. -s- Soaring Eagle Casnio - Daytrip (pkg $25) $32
February 21-27, 2016
& Cruise NorEastern
Christmas Lights
November 30, 2015
U.S.A. and Canada
Balcony Cabins at inside cabin prices!
01/20 Wed. -n- Greektown Casnio - Daytrip (pkg $30) $27

Frankenmuth
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Memories of
Florida Days
Gone By
By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Thumb Birds, this
month we have a
suggestion for another
hidden Florida gem - this
time in Sarasota. It is
Sarasota Jungle Gardens.
This is the type of
attraction that reminds
me of the kind I visited
as a child in the ’50s and
’60s, before all of the glitz
of theme parks, such as
Disneyland and Legoland,
became the norm. In fact,
these gardens first opened
in 1936 and are one of the
oldest continuously operated
attractions left in Florida
today.
I chanced to visit it

Happy Endings

when an out-of-town visitor and I
were looking for something nearby
to occupy a day that was a little
too overcast for the normal beach
day. Surprisingly to us, we were
not disappointed. It is slightly
kitschy, but has a decent selection
of tropical birds, alligators, snakes
and other reptiles, all who appear in
various shows
throughout
the day. The
attraction is
spread out
over 10 acres
of botanical
plantings as
well.
However,
the best reason
for visiting
Sarasota
Jungle Gardens
is the flocks
of flamingoes

to read online today!

that live there and
free range toward
the back of the park.
A few strategically
placed quarter-fed
machines provide
just what those
long-legged pink
birds love to eat. Put
a quarter in and get
a handful of food
and soon you will
have a whole flock of
squawking, extremely
loud birds looking
you eye to eye and
trying to get at the
food in your hand. You can even
pet them on the head! If anyone
can get through that experience
without major laughing and
picture taking, I would be
amazed. Don’t miss this piece of
old Florida entertainment if you
find yourself near Sarasota on
your next Florida visit!
Sarasota Jungle Gardens are
located at 3701 Bay Shore Road,
Sarasota, Florida. For more
information visit them online at
www.sarasotajunglegardens.com
or call them at (941) 355-5305.

www.happyendingscomics.com
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Editor’s note: If you
have not yet joined our
Thumb Bird group and
would like to do so, the
only requirements are
that you live or have
lived in the Thumb of
Michigan and that you
now spend part or all
of the year in Florida.
Email us your name
and addresses in both
Michigan and Florida,
your phone number, and
an email address where
we can contact you. The
purpose of this social group is to share
ideas, places to visit, restaurants,
etc. that have to do with our Florida
experiences and to occasionally get
together in both Florida and Michigan
to talk about all things
Michigan and Florida
and to enjoy each
other’s company. Email
your information to
ThumbPrintNews@
comcast.net. We will
welcome you to the group
and send you an invitation
to our Florida get-together
this coming winter.
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Caregivers!

Join Our Team
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• Up to 24-Hour Care
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• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Errands/Shopping
• Respite Care for Families
• Rewarding Companionship

America’s Choice In Homecare!
Solution . . .

Select Your Caregiver!

I’m not going to forget about this!

Port Huron
810-966-CARE
(2273)

www.visitingangels.com

Macomb County
586-726-6999
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What Happened on this Day in History

ABC

Home & Commercial Services

Ode to the Icebox

A multiservice company that you can trust!

By Robert Christensen
ThumbPrint News Contributor

01.

On this day in
1955, Rosa Parks
refuses to sit in the back of
a Montgomery, Alabama,
bus, defying the South’s
segregationist laws.

02.

On this day
in 1927, the
new Ford Model A is introduced to the
American public.

03.

On this day in 1977, the State
Department proposes the
admission of 10,000 more Vietnamese
refugees to the United States.

04.

On this day in 1981, President
Ronald Reagan broadens the
power of the CIA by allowing spying in the
United States.

05.

On this day
in 1933, the
21st Amendment ends Prohibition in the
United States, which had begun 13 years
earlier.

06.

On this day in 1947, Florida’s
Everglades National Park is
established.

07.

On this day in 1941, Japanese
planes raid Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,
in a surprise attack, bringing the U.S. into
WWII.

08.

On this day in 1980, John Lennon
is shot to death outside his
Manhattan apartment building.

09.

On this day in 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt tells
Americans to plan for a long war.

10.

On this day in 1898, the United
States and Spain sign the Treaty
of Paris, ceding Spanish possessions,
including the Philippines, to the United
States.

11.

On this day in 1941, the United
States declares war on Italy and
Germany.

12.

On this day in 1991, the Russian
Federation becomes independent
from the U.S.S.R.

13.

On this day in 1973, Great Britain
cuts the work week to three days
to save energy.

14.

On this day in 1799, George
Washington dies at his Mount
Vernon estate.

15.

On this day in 1978, U.S. President
Jimmy Carter announces the
United States will recognize the People’s
Republic of China and will sever all
relations with Taiwan.

16.

On this day in 1773, to
protest the tax on tea
from England, a group of young
Americans, disguised as Indians,
throw chests of tea from British
ships into the Boston Harbor.

17.

On this day in 1989, “The
Simpsons”, television’s longestrunning animated series, makes its U.S.
debut.

18.

On this day in 2008, United
Arab Emirates holds its first-ever
elections.

19.

On this day in 1944, during the
Battle of the Bulge, American
troops begin pulling back from the twin
Belgian cities of Krinkelt and Rocherath in
front of the advancing German Army.

20.

On this day in 1938, the first
electronic television system is
patented.

21.

On this day in 1969, American
draft
evaders gather for
a holiday dinner in
Montreal, Canada.

22.

On this
day in
1989, the division
of East and West
Germany effectively
ends when the
Brandenburg Gate
in Berlin reopens
for the first time in
nearly 30 years.

23.

On this day in 1947, President
Harry S. Truman grants a pardon
to 1,523 persons who evaded the World
War II draft.

24.

On this day in 1914, over 577,000
Allied soldiers are to spend
Christmas as prisoners in Germany.

25.

On this Christmas Day in 1862,
President and Mrs. Lincoln visit
hospitals in the Washington D.C. area.

26.

On this day
in 1982, Time
magazine chooses a
personal computer as its
“Man of the Year,” the
first non-human ever to
receive the honor.

27.

On this day in
2001, China
receives permanent normal trade relations
with the U.S.

28.

On this day in 1933, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt states,
The definite policy of the United States,
from now on, is one opposed to armed
intervention.”

29. is installed in the White House.
On this day in 1861, banks in
30. the United States suspend the
On this day in 1849, gas lighting

practice of redeeming paper money
for metal currency, a practice that
would continue until 1879.

31.

On this day in 1852, the
richest year of the Gold Rush
ends with $81.3 million in gold produced.
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When I was a boy on the farm in
Michigan in the 1930s, there was a
cabinet in the summer kitchen called the
icebox. The top part of the cabinet was
lined with tin and had a tube leading to
a drain pan in the bottom to collect the
water as the ice melted. In this space
would be a cake of ice perhaps 16 inches
square. The upper part of this space
was open so air could circulate around
the cake of ice and since cold air falls,
the bottom half of the cabinet would be
cooler. The upper part of the cabinet,
to the right of the ice cake, would have
eggs, cheese, milk and cream. The
bottom half might have fresh vegetables
and fruit, but it mostly meat items that
would quickly spoil in the ambient
summer air temperatures of 80 to 90
degrees.
The ice came from the “ice house”
located in the village center three miles
from the farm. It was a square building
heavily insulated with sawdust in the
walls and ceiling. At the end of the
winter, it was filled with blocks of ice
cut from the frozen lake nearby. This
was a cooperative activity of the farmer
members. Dad was one of the members
of this cooperative, and I remember the
ice saw and ice tongs being stored in a
shed on our farm.
Fruits and leafy vegetables, fresh meat,
milk and butter were difficult to keep in
good condition, even when the icebox
was regularly supplied with ice. The
internal temperature was uneven because
of poor air movement. Stacking of the
foods blocked circulation, and putting
new supplies in at room temperature
resulted in raising temperatures in the
box even as the melting ice struggled
to cool the contents. It was certainly
better than nothing and did serve to
protect the food from
flies and airborne
contamination.
Keeping food
from spoiling in
the summer months
was difficult.
Consequently, we
butchered cattle and
hogs in the winter
and not in the warm
months. To preserve
pork, it was salted
dry, brined, smoked
or canned. Beef was
canned (and delicious).

Some
farmers
would rent
space in
the town’s
frozen food
locker for
meats to be
consumed in
the summer.
My mother
canned many quarts of fruits - peaches,
cherries and blackberries - for use in the
winter. We grew potatoes, onions, beans
and carrots, which were stored in the
cellar. Staples, like flour, sugar, pasta,
rice, etc., would have to be purchased
from the A&P store in town. The nearest
town with a grocery store and butcher
shop was 10 miles away and shopping
was once a week. (During WWII the
trips to town were less often.)
In 1937, the REA (Rural
Electrification Administration) brought
electricity to our farming community.
Almost all farms quickly signed
on. This meant that the newfangled
invention called the refrigerator could
become possible for farm families.
This invention was affordable for most
(2) and almost instantly converted the
icebox to a storage cabinet, rather than
a cooling device. (Unfortunately, once
WWII began, refrigerator factories
converted to war production, and new
refrigerators were hard to acquire.)The
demand for ice disappeared, the ice
cooperative disbanded, the ice house was
torn down and became an addition to the
parking lot for the village store.
Thus, in a single decade, the iceboxes
were gone from use, but for a generation
the word “icebox” did not disappear.
You would commonly hear older folks
referring to their refrigerator as the
“icebox”. Many would also call the
refrigerator a “Frigidaire”
because that was the
brand name of one of the
first popular refrigerator
models, even though
the unit in their kitchen
was a Kenmore or GE.
We currently live in a
retirement community
with a surprising
number of people in
their 80s and 90s, and I
still occasionally hear
someone utter the words
icebox or Frigidaire.
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DETROIT’S DRINK

was experiencing, the need became evident for a
bigger factory, so an old power plant on Woodward
1896, when he closed the
Avenue near the Detroit River was purchased. To
establishment to pursue the soft
become more sufficient, the decision was then
drink business full time. He was in
made to send franchises the syrup, requiring them
no rush to expand Vernor’s because
to add the carbonated water and sweetener, instead
his main concern was to make sure
of finishing the soda completely before shipment.
every bottle of the drink was exactly
The Vernor’s building in Detroit, marked by a
the same, which earned him a very
massive shining sign, became an attraction for
loyal following; because of his
both city residents, as well as ferry passengers on
slow expansion, it was anticipated
the river. The building’s popularity boomed in the
for some time before it hit a new
1940s, inviting patrons to enjoy their ginger ale
1914 Vernors concession stand
market, and was always successful.
while watching the whole production process. The plant was now considered
Once Prohibition was imposed in the 1920s, it greatly affected ginger ale
the most modern bottling facility in the world and was a huge part of the city,
sales. Dry ginger ale was more popular than the sweet golden ale at this
presiding over an entire city block dubbed Vernor’s Block. As the popularity of
time because it mixed better with the hard to swallow homemade alcohol,
the drink grew, it became available throughout the Midwest.
but both rose in popularity. Many of the citizens deciding to abide by the
Vernor’s Ginger Ale remained a family owned business for 100 years, before
new law turned to ginger ale as
it was sold in 1966 to investment groups. It was also around
an alternative to their alcoholic
this time the apostrophe was removed from the drink’s name.
beverages. In 1927, the creator of
The beverage was produced in Detroit until 1985, changing
Detroit’s drink passed away at the
hands many times throughout the years. Today, Vernors is
age of 84 years old. His son James
available in 15 states, which mainly encompasses the Midwest,
Vernor II took over the family
but also includes California and Florida
business following his father’s
The Detroit born company remains one of the best known
death. In 1931, James Vernor
brands of ginger ale in the world, as well as the oldest
Davis joined the company, which
surviving soft drink in the United States. Although Vernors
was now experiencing annual
sales are meager in most states, the Detroit area remains
sales of $2.25 million, up from
dedicated to its beloved cup of fizz, with only Coke and Pepsi
th
only $10,000 in 1897.
Vernors plant of Woodward Ave on 100 Anniversary outselling the drink, explained by locals as having a sweet
Due to all the success, Vernor’s
ginger flavor with a distinct vanilla taste.
Continued from Page 15
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Affordable Burgundy
Isn’t an Oxymoron
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

If any grape demands contemplation,
it’s Pinot Noir.
The great bottles are able to translate
time and place, clearly expressing the
characteristics of their vintage and
the soils and climate in which they’re
grown. The greatest examples almost
always come from Burgundy, Pinot
Noir’s birthplace.
But prices for Burgundy’s storied
wines have skyrocketed. So many wine
enthusiasts simply avoid the entire
region, assuming that its wines are
priced beyond reach.
It doesn’t have to be this way. Many
compelling wines from Burgundy
don’t break the bank. And finally, some
vintners are making an effort to spread
this gospel.
Amaury Devillard, who helps
oversee the vineyards and winemaking
at five estates with his sister Aurore, is
one of them.
“Today, you can easily find wines
that offer a classic expression of
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir at a very
fair price,” he explained. “The lesserknown appellations are a hidden gem
and represent a tremendous price-toquality ratio. More than ever, you have
beautiful wine for the money.”
Devillard, who was chatting with me
as a representative of the Bourgogne
Wine Board, a trade group, had the
most praise for the value offered in
Rully, Mercurey and Givry, three
villages in the Cote Chalonnaise, a
sub-region in Burgundy that’s often
overlooked by oenophiles.
Wine enthusiasts have always looked
to Burgundy for wines of consequence.
In the Middle Ages, Cistercian monks
began observing different sites and
the quality of the resulting wines,
isolating specific vineyards over time.
An informal classification of vineyards
soon emerged, and by the end of the
19th century, the local agricultural
board had created a three-tier system
for rating the various sites.
The French government formalized
this ranking in 1936. Today,
Burgundy’s vineyards are classified
as “Grand Cru,” “Premier Cru,” and
“Village.” Wines from unclassified
sites are bottled by their regional
designation.

Editor’s note: David White
is the founder and editor of
Terroirist.com, which was
named “Best Overall Wine
Blog” at the 2013 Wine Blog
Awards. His columns are
housed at GrapeCollective.com.
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within yourself and the
relationship is “naked and out in
PARTNER-REALIZATION
the open”. There are no secrets.
“Let there be spaces
LEVEL
(One + One = Three)
Your perspectives are deeper
in your togetherness,
and stronger, enabling you
and let the winds of the
INTEGRATING UNIQUENESS
to spend more time on what
heavens dance between
LEVEL
(Personal Imprinting)
is essentially important to
you. Love one another but
you and your partner. You
make not a bond of love:
have the ability to filter
Let it be rather a moving
FULCRUM LEVEL
(Securing Higher Ground)
out and block the “outside
sea between the shores of
noise” that doesn’t add
your souls.”
value or dimension to
Kahlil Gibran’s
NEW LOVE LEVEL
your life. This doesn’t
words reflect love’s
(Imagining the Possibilities)
mean you are now
highest calling …
living as monks, but
when relationship
LIKING LEVEL
you do spend much
parallels that of our
(Relationship Basics)
more time on what
divine intention. This
truly connects to your
pinnacle of Partnerintended purpose. The higher path
Realization is the fifth and final stage
you are on allows your truest self to
of relational development. Whereas the
continually grow—the one living in
first four levels lead to the next, this
synergistic stage is a broader and never- this moment, and the one who will next
emerge as your journey evolves even
ending process. It is a culmination at
further. Thoughts and energies toward
not only the relationship level, but
enhancing your spiritual passage are
on an individual basis as well. At this
more focused and come more readily.
point the focus is much more on the
Without casting shadows over one
essential-self and its soulful qualities,
another’s individuality, your energies
with very little on the ego. And these
converge to simultaneously feed the
dimensionally deeper perspectives
relationship.
didn’t just happen—their journey
2. Peak-Experience Environment
began long before when each partner
reflects the need for intense emotional
had to absorb all of their experiences,
experiences in our intimate relationship
struggles, fears and mistakes. Those
lessons then forged the growth path that that are profound, heartfelt, and
inspirational. These have a wonder and
brought them here. Now, the voice of
awe quality about them—transcending
each partner’s individuality and of the
normal boundaries and connecting you
relationship speaks louder and stronger
to a realm that is larger than yourself.
than anyone or anything else. The five
It’s like being removed from your
needs that bring this level to fruition
physical constraints and seeing just
are:
through the eyes of your soul. The
1. Total Intimacy indicates the need
ego and other man-made perspectives
to share and integrate the deepest and
disappear, better unifying you with
most personal actualized portions of
the universe. You feel more alive …
our essential-self into the relationship.
smaller and larger at the same time.
This higher and more enlightened
These experiences are validating,
approach seeks to unite your soulful
complete, and need nothing else. Their
dimensions within the dynamics of
moments may be brief or sustained,
your partnership. The digging and
but regardless of duration, impact you
mining of previous intimacy levels
in a most positive and illuminating
have allowed you to finally reach this
way. They even increase your
depth. The probing of your latent self
awareness, creativity, empathy, and
has revealed previously unknown and
self-determination. Some experiences,
buried emotions, which are now at the
like admiring the night sky, reflecting
surface allowing for a much better selfon the majesty of a sunrise over the
understanding. Even though difficult,
horizon, listening to and being absorbed
the sharing of these once concealed
by music, being surrounded by Mother
feelings with your partner has brought
Nature, or noticing selfless qualities in
you even closer together. Everything

By John Vincent Senkus

Just 32 vineyards are classified
as “Grand Cru”, and together, the
resulting wines comprise less than
five percent of Burgundy’s total
production. Oenophiles worship most
of them -- and prices have reached epic
proportions.
According to Wine-Searcher.com,
which aggregates retail wine prices
from across the globe, 40 of the 50
most expensive bottles of wine now
come from Burgundy. Every wine on
that list sells for over $1,000 per bottle.
In the auction market, where top
Burgundy has long found an audience,
prices have increased 43 percent over
the past five years.
One could argue that top Burgundy
is still worth the tariff. Experiences
where Pinot Noir achieves the grape’s
higher purpose -- translating both time
and place -- are few and far between,
but always spiritual.
The wines that Devillard and I were
chatting about can’t really compete
with the ones that sell for thousands
of dollars per bottle. But they do give
a sense of Burgundy’s aspirations. I’d
liken it to touring a gorgeous, perfectly
manicured garden on a foggy day. You
get a sense of how stunning it would be
if the skies were clear.
Devillard sees a silver lining to
Burgundy’s rising prices. “Now that
these wines are more expensive than
ever, consumers have the opportunity
to discover lesser known appellations,”
he said.
In addition to Rully, Mercurey and
Givry, Devillard highlighted the wines
from Santenay and Marsannay.
“When I was 10 years old,”
Devillard continued, “I remember
my grandfather telling me about a
vineyard that would ‘never make
good wine.’ He was right because the
resulting wines weren’t very good.
But he was wrong because it wasn’t a
question of terroir -- it was a question
of quality. And quality has never been
as impressive as it is today.”

Home & Commercial Services
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another person, can truly deepen and
broaden your appreciation. Others may
be more significant and profound. The
birth of a child, the death of a loved
one, the realization of how important
those you love truly are, insights gained
during deep thought or meditation,
or the myriad of feelings that surface
when you truly give, all can leave
a permanent mark and change your
views and even your spirituality. Peakexperiences don’t always connect you
to a higher sense of purpose or deep
enlightenment, but they always propel
you further along your growth journey,
signifying how truly remarkable life can
be.
3. Sacred Sex expresses the desire
to feel the full spectrum of positively
charged emotions that is only possible
through the highest level of sexual
essence with our partner. Sexual
union at this level has nothing to do
with attire, techniques, or the physical
environment. Rather, its connection is
a spiritual passion that transcends the
bodily realm, thoroughly blending the
intricacies of the heart and the soul.
It’s as though your love is intermingled
with the moon, the stars, and the entire
night sky, all running through your
veins, pulsating with all the passionate
feelings that your entire self can offer.

It’s the realization and culmination of
all you feel for your partner, what they
mean to you, your attraction, chemistry,
and connection, all combining and
then igniting. As John Welwood stated,
“The deepest moments of sexual
communion are a sacred play of twoin-one, where all the polarities of life
join together in a larger dance. Here
in this sea of flux, the ebb and flow of
opposites—rising and falling, tempest
and harmony, surface and depth, friction
and glissando, taking hold and letting
go, fierceness and tenderness, power
and vulnerability, heavenly inspiration
and earthly pleasure—stream in and out
of one another. When the polar energy
fields of man and woman come together
in this way, it is never just physical,
emotional, or personal. Moments
of deep sexual intimacy generate a
powerful transfusion of energy from
a level beyond our familiar ways
of relating. As a man becomes pure
male, a woman pure female, the god
and goddess enter.” What an eloquent
perspective…. This doesn’t necessarily
mean that all (or even most) of your
sexual moments will be in this category,
but the depths of your awareness make
your intimate sexual experiences more
enlightened, linking you to energies
larger than yourselves.

to read online today!

4. Nourishment signifies the need
for our relationship environment to
be embedded in a fertile foundation, a
sustaining groundwork for continued
growth and actualization. Nourishment
occurs below “ground level”, feeding
the deeper roots required for this
advanced degree of development.
These are the qualities of your
relationship that are always present
and available: Belief in one another,
active encouragement, recognition of
each other’s unique qualities, seeing
the full potential and possibility of
yourselves, support for your dreams,
and the reassurance and counseling
for when obstacles are encountered.
It is a constant backdrop, the positive
influence that is ever present, fuel and
energy for the taking, the thrust needed
to generate the momentum necessary to
get your dreams off the ground. It is this
relationship “culture” that maximizes
the success for turning hopes and
aspirations into reality. Without this
nutrient, the roots of realization will
shrivel and die—which is precisely
why relationship at this level creates
the environment where stimulation
and potential are articulated. Both
partners actively encourage one another
to seek and be their truest selves.
The more constant and consistent
this nourishment, the stronger will
be the resultant growth. Just as any
plant or tree will flourish when there
is consistent gardening, watering, and
nutrients, so to will the roots of partnerrealization.
5. Advancing Sense of Purpose
exhibits the need for our relationship to
constantly grow, evolve, and reach its
highest calling. As nourishment is what
happens below ground, advancing your
sense of purpose is reflected by “above
ground” energies and cultivation. It is
what you personally and collectively do
with the nourishing environment you
are in—putting it into action—that truly
matters. If a seed is suspended above
the most fertile soil imaginable, it will
still not take root. The same principle

December 2015
applies here. This level is all about the
attainment of specific life paths. Some
of these may have a final destination or
an end, whereas others are purely in the
form of their journey. Finally pursuing
artistic endeavors, helping others,
studying lifelong (latent) interests,
learning new dimensions of spirituality,
changing jobs or careers, downsizing
your materialistic life, creating the time
for deep reflection or meditation, doing
the special things together that you
never could quite find the time to do …
the list goes on. Whatever is required
for you to make the world a better place
by finding your intended self and each
other, is exactly the path you need to
pursue and begin embarking upon.
And creating the time to focus on what
inspires you and your relationship is
a critical component. It’s not time set
aside for casual interests or relaxation,
rather the time necessary to change,
reconstruct, and reprioritize your life so
it is aligned with your souls.
Keep in mind, in spite of all the
positives, this stage isn’t a state of
Nirvana. Overall, life will still be
filled with the challenges, tensions,
frustrations, disagreements, and coping
strategies that everyday routines
and relationship can bring. These
struggles just don’t miraculously
disappear. After all, there is no such
thing as perfection when we humans
are involved. But, these deeper and
more enlightened perspectives will
better enable difficulties to be handled,
maximizing the lessons and growth
experience they provide. Overall, this
can be a very challenging level to reach.
Fortunately, as higher consciousness
principles further permeate our culture,
more and more relationships will have
the wisdom and commitment to get
here—spreading this knowledge by the
example they set.
Thanks for reading! Please send any
questions to 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will examine
the energies that either help or hinder
our growth paths.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

foxfm.com
To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

Dear Editor,
I read the article about the dark past of a scout reservation by David Odziana.
This is the most interesting article I have ever read in such a long time. I could not
put it down and read and reread it over again. I could not believe that Ford could
hire anyone so dark and allow these things to take place or that he resisted the
unions from forming. I have to say I have lost some respect for Henry Ford. I am
63 so I didn’t live during these days. I understand now when my dad would talk
about the “leg breakers”. I love ThumbPrint News and can’t wait to receive my
new issue. Congratulations on your sixth anniversary.
Camille Kortis
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52,000 lb. Hoist
Accomodates lengths
up to 47 feet

One of the long-standing features of ThumbPrint News has been the
section "Where has your ThumbPrint News Been?" This features readers
holding up the paper in various locations around the globe. We've seen the
paper on all seven continents, many countries and many of the 50 states.
We are asking our readers to help complete our list of 50 states. If you are
traveling to one of the states listed below, please take a copy of the newspaper with you and photograph yourself somewhere in that state and send it
to us with a paragraph or so about your travels. We will print it in a future
edition of ThumbPrint News and will send you a complimentary copy. Or,
if you have a friend or relative in one of those states, send them a copy and
let them take a picture and send it in. We need high quality .jpg photos,
which can be emailed to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. We would like to
be able to say that we have traveled to all 50 states by the end of 2016!
Please help us in our quest.
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HOLIDAY SUPER SAVER EVENT
IT’S BACK!
ALL IN-STOCK

GRANITE
ON SALE:

GET YOUR HOME READY FOR
THE HOLIDAYS WITH NEW
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS FROM

25%

JUST 1,777
$

OFF

ALL IN. TAX, INSTALLATION,
UNDERMOUNT, SINK INCLUDED! *

ADD AN UNDERMOUNT STAINLESS
STEEL SINK TO YOUR ORDER OF
40 SQ. FT. OR MORE FOR JUST $49

SAVE OVER 300
$

New Sales Only. AS330 Only.

Expires 12/31/2015

ENGINEERED
QUARTZ
BLOW OUT
STARTING AT
$
59/SQ. FT.

25
OFF
BEDROCK BOND STONE
$

TAKE AN EXTRA

5%
OFF
OF ANY NEW ORDER

PROTECTION PROGRAM PLACED BY 12/31/15
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Expires 12/31/2015

New Sales Only. Expires 12/31/2015

NOW SERVING
YOUR AREA!

Genesee Macomb St. Clair
Huron Oakland Tuscola
Lapeer Sanilac Wayne

$
KITCHENSPECIAL.
SPECIAL. LIMITED COLOR SELECTION AT THIS PRICE.
*UP TO 35 SQ. FT. INCLUDED. BUY 3 GET 1 FREE PROMO NOT APPLICABLE ON $1,777
1777 KITCHEN

PREVENT FLEAS & TICKS!
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By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I think it’s kind of ironic that the season of lights takes place during
December. On December 21st, we will have just over nine hours of
sunlight, about 40 percent less than we had on June 21st, when we had
over 15 hours of daylight. But, then again maybe celebrating light when
we don’t get much of it is really the best time to do that.
Plus, there are special lights in December. Look around; everywhere
you look there are big stars on top of tall pine trees, sets of nine lights
all perfectly lined up and my personal favorite, trees that look as if each
branch is encrusted in crystals.
Like many people, I love looking at Christmas lights. For years though,
there is one house in particular that I look forward to seeing. I have the
same ooh-aaaah reaction to these lights as I do to those colorful sparks in
the July night sky.
But, these Christmas lights are probably not what you are picturing. I
guarantee you that a lightscaper was not hired and a storage facility is not
required to house Santa and the rest of the cast.
This house has one row of lights around their front door. That’s it. But,
what a string they are! They are the old, beautiful, big Christmas lights the kind first hung up by the greatest generation, blue, red, yellow, green,
orange and white - the traditional six.
As sure as Christmas comes each year, my heart skips a beat the first
time I see those lights. After all, they are in an unlikely place. This house
is almost literally on the corner of 12 lanes of constant traffic. You see,
the front of the house faces four lanes and the side parallels eight lanes.
The noise is constant. Every time I pass this house, I think how can you
raise a family with never-ending white noise in the back ground? Playing
catch in the street? Not a chance.
But those thoughts go away each year when I see their front door all
lit up! Even though I have no idea who lives there, I feel like things are
going just fine when I see that colorful twine around the door. It’s like the
family can literally quiet the racket for one evening and start celebrating
the holidays.
So, when I see that single, very simple string of colorful lights each year,
my heart immediately lifts. But this year, I would have no such luck. No
deep sigh of relief; my heart never missed a beat. Actually, my heart may
have temporarily stopped beating.
This year there were two strings of lights on the house.
For that family, I’m hoping those extra lights mean they are doing better,
that they have more to celebrate. More than that, those lights make me
hope that during your December travels that light which means the most to
you glows in a place you never ever thought you’d see it. I hope that little
“big” light makes you gasp with surprise, too. Because, where there is
light, there will always be hope.
Editor’s note: You can contact Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.

Pools • Spas • Tanning
810.982.7736
3428 Lapeer Road, Port Huron, MI 48060
www.sunshinepst.com | sunshinepst@yahoo.com

Gift Cards!

Always a good option!
Better Business Bureau Serving Eastern
Michigan and the Upper Peninsula has your
back as you hit the stores for holiday gift
buying.
We know that everyone has those people
who are nearly impossible to pick a gift out
for, but gift cards are always a good option
to appease those picky gift receivers in your
life. Before you go out and buy one for
everyone you know, there are a few things
the Better Business Bureau (BBB) Serving
Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
thinks you should know.
There are two types of gifts cards to buy:
retail gift cards and bank gift cards. Retail
gift cards are sold by stores and restaurants,
and can only be used with those merchants.
Bank gift cards have the logo of a payment
card network like American Express,
Discover, Mastercard or Visa, and are
usable wherever those cards are accepted.
In 2010, new rules for gift cards from
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) went
into effect.
1. Money on a gift card can’t expire for
at least five years from the date the card
was purchased, or from the latest date
money was loaded onto the card.
2. Inactivity fees can only be charged
after the card hasn’t been used for at least
a year, and can only be charged once a
month.
3. The expiration date of a card must be
clearly disclosed on the card, and fees have
to be listed on the card or its packaging.

Gift Card Buying Tips from
YOUR BBB

• Avoid buying from certain websites.
When you buy from a classified ad site,
you don’t know who you are dealing with
or what you are getting. The cards may
be stolen, counterfeit or already emptied.
Don’t buy from sites you don’t know for

Melanie Duquesnel

the same reason. Some fake sites popup and offer unbelievable discounts for
merchandise they may never intend to ship.
• Ask about online fees. Sellers can
skirt consumer protection laws by selling
a card online, and charge shipping and
handling fees that eat away at a card’s
value.
• Inspect the card before you buy it.
Verify that none of the protective stickers
have been removed. Make sure that the
codes on the back of the card haven’t been
scratched off to reveal a PIN number.
Report any damaged cards to the store
selling the cards.
• Go for the discounts. Some big box
retailers offer a variety of store-specific
cards for less than face value. You may
often be able to use reward points to
purchase a gift card.
• Gift card exchanges. There are
websites where you can buy discounted
cards from people who wanted to convert
them to cash. You can sell yours too and get
75 to more than 90 percent of their value.
Use a reputable site.
• Give the recipient the original
receipt so they can verify its purchase in
case it is stolen.
Need more information? You can check
out bbb.org/detroit or give us a call at
(248)223-9400 and we are here to help
keep your holidays happy.
Editor’s Note: Melanie Duquesnel is the
president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper
Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization
that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its
business accreditation, consumer education and
dispute resolution programs. Contact your local
BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting
www.bbb.org.
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Bats will remain in the same location
year after year. If that location is your
home, this poses health risks from
both the bat guano and the urine.
This can lead to you needing to
replace the soiled insulation in your
structure, which can cost thousands of dollars.
Intuitive * ATP®
Rev. Rennae Hardy
Reiki M. Tch * IET® M.In.

Healing ARTS & eNLIGHTENMENT CENTER
Intuitive Consults * Mediumship
Reiki * IET® * Reflexology
Angel Card Readings
Raindrop Technique
Far Infrared Sauna * Ionic Foot Bath

Hey there Bethany ...

Arts & Wellness Show * Jan. 16 - 17
VFW Hall * 23 Mile * New Baltimore

Need to make changes ...
#1) Subtitle under Radiant Beings should say:
Healing Arts & Enlightenment Center

Circles * Classes * Workshops
www.radiantbeings.net * www.facebook.com/r.beings

Located 1/2 mile
N. of 21 Mile Rd.
off Gratiot in the
Apple Grove Plaza

(586) 489-8611 * 25962 S. KNOLLWOOD DR. * CHESTERFIELD, MI 48051

#2) Eliminate >>> Monthly: Sister Circle & Developmental Message Circle
Replace with:

tHE sTOCKING sTUFFER

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Columnist

This holiday season why not consider a healthy twist to a traditional
VFW Hall * 23 Mile * New Baltimore
favorite - the stocking stuffer.
The bottoms of our feet have direct access points to the organs in
our body. Chinese medicine refers to these access points as meridians.
#3) Change the phone number to: (586) 489-8611
The meridian system is a distribution network composed of “twelve
sets” of channels (pathways) along which vital (life giving - sustaining)
energy flows
to all parts of the body. Each individual “set” is associated with specific organs
#4) Remove Therapeutic Massage & Replace with: Raindrop
Technique
and the entire meridian system is closely linked to our body’s nervous system.
The bottoms of our feet have approximately 7,000 nerve endings that are often left dormant.
Shoes offer protection to our feet, but also disallow access to these powerful electrical circuits.
#5) Where Visit our calendar is put:
V
Options for accessing and stimulating the meridians include ionic foot baths, acupuncture,
Circles * Classes * Workshops Detr#o1ted
reflexology and earthing. Each option carries its own health benefits, however earthing is
oit A
L
ist
“Cli WD&
ck o IV
readily available to everyone and costs nothing. Earthing is simply the practice of walking
n De
troit
”
barefoot outdoors. Every step stimulates the meridians, while the connection to the earth
#6) Eliminate >>> Receive our newsletter
& replace with
provides grounding.
www.radiantbeings.net http://www.facebook.com/r.beings
A night-time option to consider is sleeping with onions. Onions contain the healthy
Marysville High School
Hur
antioxidant compounds sulfur and quercetin, phytochemicals, vitamins C and B6, folic acid,
on
Blv
d.
potassium and iron. Onions are established air purifiers and during the Plague, England
Thanks Bunches !!! ... Rennae
residents would chop up onions and leave them out in the room to purify the air within that
9
-2
M
space. The phosphoric acid (the mineral responsible for triggering tears when cutting) found
in an onion kills viruses, bacteria and fungi assisting the battle against infection. At bedtime,
slice up an onion, place a couple of slices inside each one of your
1505 Michigan Ave
socks, make sure the bottoms of your feet are resting on top of the
onion slices, then drift off to sleep. The phosphoric acid is readily
absorbed through the porous surface of the skin (bottoms of the feet),
enters into the bloodstream, moves to the lungs, and is excreted from
the body through exhalation. Sleeping with onions stimulates the
1505 Michigan Ave.
meridians and purifies the blood.
This holiday season, buy everyone on your list a special pair of
Marysville, MI 48040
socks, include a great stocking stuffer - the onion, and when each one
(810) 364-6413
snuggles into bed with their stuffed stockings, they’ll appreciate the
www.adrianscollision.com
gift of sleeping their way to better health.

Arts & Wellness Show * Jan. 16 - 17

All makes, models and insurance companies.

Fixed Fast, Fixed Right
the First Time!!

on

Michigan Ave.

Had an accident?
Visit our
Insurance Claims
Drive-In Center

DON’T LET YOUR DRYER START A FIRE!
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Parke-Davis factory in Detroit

ROCHESTER

Continued from Page 1

while Davis was extremely skilled in the
art of sales.
Although many people consider
Parke-Davis’ birth to be 1866, adoption
of the name Parke, Davis and Company
didn’t take place until 1871, and wasn’t
incorporated until 1875. With the
business quickly growing, the duo soon
outgrew the small facility and built a new
manufacturing facility on the Detroit River.
Above everything else, the two men were
determined to produce the highest quality
medical products possible, embracing the
motto Medicamaenta Vera, meaning truth
in medicine. Parke-Davis soon became
known for discovering medicines used
by native people around the world by
sending workers on expeditions to different
countries, such as Fiji, Mexico, Central and
South America, the West Indies and the
Pacific Northwest. Over the next 20 years,
Parke-Davis discovered 50 new drugs, one
of which was Cascara Sagrada; the laxative
was introduced in 1876, and is still in use
today. The same year, the company posted
its first profit of $5,264.65, and was now
Detroit’s second largest industry behind
stove manufacturing. In 1879, the company
made arguably its biggest contribution to
the medical field by becoming the first
to standardize fluid extracts. This gave
medicine a definite strength that was
previously either deadly strong or uselessly
weak. This practice wasn’t adopted by
other companies for at least another
decade, which gave Parke-Davis a huge
advantage, bringing many doctors to do
business with the company because they
knew the medicine would work for their
patients. The positive publicity from this
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a month, which produced enough
made Parke-Davis’ popularity explode.
antitoxin to treat anyone in the
Shortly after, they introduced another
A multiservice company that you can trust!
United States seeking vaccination.
innovation when they began using lot
One horse named Tess, who was
numbers on their products labels. This
at Parkedale from 1917 until 1928,
provided the history of the medicine and
gained local fame after she yielded
its ingredients, but didn’t become an
over 1,000 quarts of the tetanus
industry standard required by the FDA
antitoxin throughout her years at the
until 1962, proving Parke-Davis was well
farm. To honor her contribution, she
ahead of their time.
was displayed on a float during a
By 1907, the decision was made
local parade and received a special
to purchase 320 acres of land in rural
Workers labeling and packaging product at the Detroit plant
burial when she died. In addition
Rochester, which was located near the
to housing animals at the farm,
Detroit United Railway, providing easy
for so long was because of the way they
Parkedale also grew many different plants
access for employees and animals to
took care of their employees, paying out
to use in the production of medications.
and from Detroit. The farm, which was
dividends every year since 1878, even
One of the controversial items grown
known as Parkedale, employed 20 men
when profits were down. In turn, the
on the farm was cannabis, which was
and housed 200 horses, as well as rabbits,
employees remained loyal to Parkedale
produced until 1938, for medicinal uses
donkeys, guinea pigs and monkeys the
after the crash of the stock market in
and was sold by the company. Parkefirst year; by 1909, they added 150 sheep
1929. Workers agreed to take a pay cut to
Davis also discovered and manufactured
and 50 cattle. These animals were used to
ensure none of the staff would be laid off.
other interesting medications, which were
make numerous serums and antitoxins to
Parkedale hosted company picnics and
widely used at the time, but don’t serve
treat diseases, such as diphtheria, tetanus,
boat excursions, as well as offering athletic
the same purpose today. In 1926, Parke,
scarlet fever, smallpox, anthrax, typhoid
teams, dances, bowling leagues and clubs
Davis and Company developed a general
fever and gangrene. The vaccines were
for performance, cards and traveling.
anesthetic, which was called
developed by injecting the
Parkedale also offered state of the art
Sernyl, but is more popularly
animal with the toxin, and
picnic grounds at the time, which included
known today as phencyclidine
once it produced enough
a baseball diamond, hot and cold water,
or PCP. The company also
antibodies, the blood,
skeet shooting and a pavilion.
produced and sold cocaine as
which now contained the
After producing nearly 1,700 products
a medicine available in many
antitoxin, was removed;
throughout the history of Parkedale,
different forms, sometimes even
it was then shipped to
Parke-Davis’ success began to vary during
supplying the needle; ParkeDetroit to be purified and
the later part of the 1950s, and by the
Davis advertised the drug as
packaged. The animals
early 1960s the company’s profits began
being able to “supply the place
were exercised daily and
declining. Eventually, the decision was
often explained as the best Example of the cocaine kit from of food, make the coward brave,
made to sell the company, which was
Parke-Davis
the silent eloquent and render the
treated and fed animals in
purchased by Warner-Lambert in 1970.
sufferer insensitive to pain.”
the world. Their health was such a concern
The company continued to change hands
Parke-Davis made another huge
that the hay was kept in a separate storage
during the next 30 years, before being
contribution to the world, as well as
area from the animals so they weren’t
bought by Pfizer in 2000. The Parkedale
the medical field in the 1950s, with
exposed to the dust or vermin.
Farm remained in Rochester until 1997,
Parkedale Farm at the forefront of the
Part of the extensive development of
when Warner-Lambert announced its plans
breakthrough. Dr. Jonas Salk had recently
Parke-Davis was taking place on the
to sell off the farm.
created a vaccine for polio, and once it
other side of the world at the same time
Today, JHP Pharmaceuticals owns
was reported to be safe, it was ready for
the company was growing in the United
what’s left of the Parkedale Farm.
commercial production. One of the select
States. Eventually, 10 foreign and 12
Even though many of the employees at
few pharmaceutical companies called
American labs were open for business,
Parkedale weren’t technically retirees of
on to produce the lifesaving vaccine was
as well as numerous branches and
Parke-Davis because the company was
Parke-Davis, with the work being done
depots throughout the world. Parkedale
bought out, many still identify themselves
at Parkedale. In order to conduct all the
continued to expand with the rest of the
with the company and have many fond
research and work for the vaccine, a new
company, eventually becoming home
memories of their time at the farm. The
building was needed. During construction
to more than 600 horses on over 700
first thing that usually comes to mind when
of the new facility, beams were needed,
acres. In addition to the animals, the farm
a person who’s familiar with Parke-Davis
and the government found the material en
employed numerous specialists, such
hears the name is the quality they brought
route to the top of the Lower Peninsula,
as veterinarians, chemists, botanists,
to the medical field. It should always be
where the Mackinaw Bridge was being
engineers and pharmacists. The thriving
remembered that the company and its
constructed. As proof of how important the employees saved an untold amount of
company caused many people to settle
construction of this building and the polio
in Rochester to be closer to their place
lives, while implementing many of today’s
vaccine was, the government rerouted
of work. Tragedy struck Parkedale on
industry standards.
the beams intended for the bridge to
October 19, 1917, when a fire, believed
Parkedale.
to be set by spies during World War I,
Many past employees explain their
was discovered on the farm. The blaze
time at Parkedale Farm as being part of
destroyed three barns, 30 cattle, 45 horses
a big happy family. It wasn’t unheard
and 16 mules, and as a result, Parkedale
of for many of the workers to remain
soon received its own fire department.
at the company for 50 years or more,
A big reason for the increase of animals
with a few parents and children having
were the two World Wars, which caused
a century of employment with Parkean increased need of antitoxins for many
Davis between the two. One of the
diseases, such as gangrene and tetanus; the
Modern view of Parkedale Farm
reasons people stayed with the business
horses were bled of three gallons of blood
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New Baltimore - December 6
An Afternoon of Christmas
Music, First Baptist Church, 52260

If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2015. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in
dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

Davison - December 5 & 6
25th Annual Davison High School
Christmas Craft Show, 1250 N.
Oak Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Over
110 booths will fill the large gym. The
show is sponsored by the Davison
Wrestling Boosters and Smetanka
Shows. For exhibitor information call
(810) 658-8080 or (810) 658-0440 or
visit www.smetankacraftshows.com.

Huron

Bad Axe - December 6 & 19
Tip of the Thumb Dancers, Huron

County Senior Center, 150 Nugent Rd.
Admission for dances, $5. December 6 is
our Christmas Party with potluck dinner
at 1:00 p.m. Dancing is from 2:00 p.m. ‒
6:00 p.m., with entertainment provided
by Ray Govacre & The Blue Water Band.
December 19 is a regular dance from 7:00
p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m., with entertainment
provided by Lighthouse Three. Bring
finger foods and friends. For more
information call Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Dryden - December 4, 11 & 18
Euchre Tournament, Dryden Vets

Hall, 4223 S. Mill, 8:00 p.m. Cost $10.
No partner is needed; players can bring
additional players. Snack food is available.
50/50 raffles and more. Contact
(810) 796-3746 with any questions.

Almont - December 8
Almont/Dryden Seniors Potluck
Lunch and Program, Almont Lions

Club, 222 Water St., 12:00 p.m. For more
information call Dan at (810) 798-8321.

Imlay City - December 9
Genealogy Presentation, Goodland
Township Library, 2370 N. Van Dyke,
11:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. Katherine
Wilson, Vice President of the Michigan
Genealogical Council, will be discussing
how to start your research and how to
do it without breaking the bank. Event

is free, but donations are welcome.
Reservations can be made online at
goodlandtownshiplibrary.org or by
calling (810) 721-2110.

Imlay City - December 11
Joel Tracy Presents “Let it Snow
Santa Show”, Goodland Township

Library, 2370 N. Van Dyke, 6:00 p.m. ‒
7:00 p.m. The event is free, but donations
are welcome. This event is geared for
children, but adults are encouraged to
attend. Joel will be doing crafts, telling
stories and has a few surprises in store for
everyone. Refreshments will be provided.
Reservations can be made online at
goodlandtownshiplibrary.org or by
calling (810) 721-2110.

Lapeer - December 11
Lapeer’s Singles Dance, Lapeer
County Building, 425 County Center,
8:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Cost $9.
All are welcome. Contact Burton at
(248) 228-4876 for more information.

Almont - December 12
Euchre Tournament, Almont Lions

Club, 222 Water St., doors open at 6:00
p.m.; play starts at 7:00 p.m. $15 donation
includes prizes and food. For more
information call Dan at (810) 798-8321.

Macomb

Romeo - December 4 & 5
Starlight Christmas 1865, Simpson

Park Camp Meeting Grounds, 70199
Campground Rd., 5:30 p.m. ‒ 8:30 p.m.
Horse drawn, fire-light tours of our
Victorian era woodland village will
transport your family, church group or
youth group to a simpler time. Kids will
love the home-baked holiday treats and
a live nativity, complete with animals.
Adults will enjoy old-fashioned carolers
and hot drinks while warming around the
village bonfire. Suggested donation $5 per
ticket. Reservations recommended.
For questions please contact Gretchen
at (586) 752-3202.

December 2015
East China - December 2
Low Vision, Legally Blind and
Bline Support Group, St. John River

Washington, 2:30 p.m. Presented by the
forty-five voice New Baltimore Interfaith
Choir. Guest soloists include Ronald
Hirchberger Jr. and Kristy Shervish.
Cynthia Adkins, accompanist and Betty
Carrothers, Director. Free will offering
greatfully received. For more information
call Betty at (586) 725-8051.

District Hospital, 4100 River Rd., room
2, 11:00 a.m. ‒ 1:30 p.m. Meets the first
Wednesday of every month. Limited
transportation now available for $2 round
trip for the Port Huron and St. Clair area
only. Call (810) 987-7373 at least 24 hours
in advance for a ride. Any other questions
contact Paul at (810) 329-5172.

Romeo - December 13
Motor City Chorale Performance,

Clyde Twp. - December 4 & 5
“A Child is Born” International
Symphony Orchestra
Presentation, Hillside Wesleyan

Grace Lutheran Fellowship Church, 7525
32 Mile Rd., 3:00 p.m. Light refreshments.
Free will offering accepted. For more
information call (586) 752-9800.

Sterling Heights - December 13
Arthur Murray Dance Center
Open Dance, 35836 Van Dyke, free

couples Hustle lesson at 6:00 p.m.; dance
immediately following. Cost $10. All
are welcome. Contact Burton at
(248) 228-4876 for more information.

Memphis - December 26
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions
Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. $10
per person. Snacks available. Everyone
welcome. Prize money awarded to
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. For
more information contact Frank at
(810) 392-3717 or fravis53@comcast.net.

Sterling Heights - December 26
Dance at Holy Ghost Church/
Sterling Chateau Hall, 38500

Church, 5114 N. River Rd., 7:30 p.m.
Admission is by subscription or individual
tickets ($30 adult, $28 senior, $8 student),
which may be purchased at the Symphony
Office, 251 North Vidal Street, Sarnia,
Canada, or by calling (519) 337-7775 or
(810) 984-8857.

Emmett - December 4
11th Annual Celebration of Trees,

John F. Farrell Elementary School,
3300 Kinney Rd., 5:30 p.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m.
Something for the entire family - raffles,
games, silent auctions, food. Everyone
is invited. Admittance is free. For more
information contact (810) 384-1300.

Port Huron Twp. December 4, 5 & 6
3rd Annual Blue Water Humane
Society Christmas “Pawzaar”,

405 Cesar E. Chavez Ave., 1:00 p.m. ‒ 5:00
p.m. Sponsored by the Oakland County
Pioneer and Historical Society. For more
information call (248) 338-6732 or visit
www.ocphs.org.

4100 Griswold Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00
p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 11:00 a.m.
‒ 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Christmas gifts,
decorations, white elephant items, knick
knacks. Household items, logo sweatshirts,
T-shirts, toys, jewelry, our famous catnip
socks and more. Pet pix with Santa on
Saturday only from 10:30 a.m. ‒ 3:30 p.m.
$10 each. 40” LED HD TV raffle tickets,
$1 each. Drawing December 6 at 3:00 p.m.
(Need not be present to win.) For more
information, to purchase raffle tickets, or
to donate items (tax deductible) call Judy
at (810) 794-7906.

St. Clair

Harsens Island - December 5
Holiday Cookie Sale, Harsens

Ryan Rd., 8:00 p.m. Cost is $10. All are
welcome. For more information contact
Burton at (248) 228-4876.

Oakland

Pontiac - December 6
Victorian Christmas Open House,

St. Clair - December 1 - 24
18th Annual Christmas Benefit,

Cap’n Jim’s Gallery, 201 N. Riverside Ave.,
C4. Marine artist Jim Clary will give a
color print of “Least Brother of Mine”
to anyone making a donation of $20 or
more to the Salvation Army or St. Joseph’s
Academy at the Gallery on the dates of
the event. Checks or cash only please.
On December 19, enjoy Achatz Soup from
Scratzch (delicious ham and bean soup)
the Salvation Army Band and Christmas
carols sung by the St. Joseph’s Academy
Children’s Choir. For more information
contact marineart@jclary.com.

Island/St. Clair Flats Historical Society
Museum, 3058 S. Channel Drive, 10:00
a.m. Bake a few dozen cookies to donate
to the sale. Buy a tin, fill it with a large
variety of choices to bring home a great
combination of cookies for the holiday
season and support the Society at the
same time. For more information email
Bernard at licatabernardo@gmail.com.

New Baltimore - December 5 & 20
Flea Market, VFW Hall 35011 23 Mile
Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 2:30 p.m. To be a vendor
call (810) 388-0908 or (586) 256-0212.
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Casco - December
6, 13, 20, 24 & 25
Holiday Worship Schedule, St.

Paul’s Lutheran Church, 5322 Palms Rd.,
5:30 p.m. ‒ 9:30 p.m. Advent worship
Sundays on December 6, 13 and 20,
contemporary at 8:30 a.m. and traditional
at 10:45 a.m. Holy Communion every
Sunday at both services. On Christmas
Eve, December 24, at 7:00 p.m. the
Sunday School will present the “Come to
Bethlehem and See” pageant. Christmas
Day worship will be at 10:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion. For more
information call (810) 765-4808 or
visit www.stpaulscasco.com.

Algonac - December
11 - 14 & 18 - 23
12th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, shuttle from

8061 Marsh Rd., 5:30 p.m. ‒ 9:30 p.m.
Enjoy a trip down memory lane with
over 160 decorated Christmas Trees with
authentic ornaments from the 1850s until
the present, all displayed inside a 9,500
square foot log home! Over 1,000 visitors
annually! Tickets are $15 for adults, $8
for children ages 2 - 15, and under 2 are
free. Shuttle takes you on a two-mile trip
to this fabulous home in the woods! All
information can be found by visiting
www.thechristmaswalk.com, calling
(810) 794-2300 or by checking out
our ad on page __ of this issue.

Capac - December 12
Cookie Walk, St. Nicholas Catholic

Church Hall, 4331 Capac Rd., 9:00 a.m.
Purchase a large tin for $8 and fill it
with your choice of delicious homemade
Christmas cookies. Come early for best
selection. For more information call
(810) 395-7532.

Marine City - December 12
The Marine City Civic Women’s
Club Annual Christmas Home
Tour, 5:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. The five

featured homes will be decorated for the
holidays along with a tour of The Mariner

Fine Arts Theater, Community Pride and
Heritage Museum and City Hall. The
Church of the Nazarene will serve as a
warming station with restrooms. Tickets
are $10 and may be purchased at The
Sweet Tooth, Vera Grace Emporium, The
Mariner Theater, Suzaane’s Fashions,
Parkside Printing, Blue Pike Cantina and
Community Pride and Heritage Museum.
For further information or to reserve your
ticket, call (810) 765-5445 or
(810) 765-0248.

Sanilac

Port Sanilac - December 5 & 12
Victorian Dinners in the Loop
Mansion, 228 South Ridge St., 6:00 p.m.
The Mansion is decorated for Christmas
in the Victorian manner. Dinner is
prepared by Dr. and Mrs. Loop’s personal
chef, John Hoffman, and served by a
wait staff in period clothing. Start with
champagne and hors d’oeveres, Christmas
music and caroling. Dinner is a five
course sit down meal with appropriate
wine. There are still a few tickets available
for both days. Tickets $70 for members
of the Society, $75 for non-members.
Reservations are a must.
Call (810) 622-9946.

Winter
Tanning
Specials
1 Month Unlimited Hex
Students
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$

50

$

5 Off

*Per Package

celebration, 3:30 p.m. ‒7:30 p.m. Santa
and his reindeer make an appearance,
crafts and games, traditional Christmas
decorations and festivities at the museum,
and so much more. For more information
email Angie at angiewagester@gmail.com
or call her at (810) 404-3373.

Sandusky - December 12 & 31
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
‒ 11:00 p.m. Everyone welcome. Bring
friends. $5 for members and $6 for guests.
On December 12 there will be a catered
dinner at 6:00 p.m. Sign-up is necessary
and is an additional $8. Entertainment for
dance following provided by Ray Govacre
& The Blue Water Band. December 31
DIMENSION ONE SPAS®
has just what you need to enjoy
swim season for the entire year!

Financing
Available!

®

Church, 5597 S. Main Street, 6:00 p.m.
Concert series featuring “The Forester’s”.
Free will offering accepted for the group.
For more information call Tom Drake at
(810) 385-9037 or visit the website
www.lexingtonsoutherngospel.com.

Tuscola

Millington - December 7
Christmas in the Village,

Millington-Arbela Historical Museum,
8534 State St., 6:00 p.m. The festivities
start off with a parade, then visit the
Museum for free cookies and hot
chocolate, get your free ornament
and shop in the Museum until 8:00 p.m.
Free admission. Museum closes for

the season on December 11th at
4:00 p.m. For more information call
A multiservice
company that
can trust!
(989)
871-5508
andyouleave
a message or
email millingtonarbelahistoricalsociety@
hotmail.com.

Cass City - December 30

(deadline for January, 2016 trip)
Motor City Casino, Detroit Trip,
January 13, 2016 (reserve space by
December 30, 2015). Cost $45 per
person/$35 back. Sponsored by The
Friends of Rawson Memorial Library. To
reserve a spot or for more information call
Gail at (989) 872-3121.

Wayne

Westland - December 12
Holiday Fest and Mill Lighting,

Nankin Mills Interpretive Center, 33175
Ann Arbor Trail, 4:00 p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m.
Families can participate in unique holiday
games, such as Fruitcake Bowling, Mink
Luge and Waterwheel Putt Putt and make
several holiday crafts to take home. Prizes
are awarded for game participation.
Afterwards, there will be a community
sing-along, mill lighting and a special visit
from St. Nick. For more information call
(734) 261-1990.

(810) 385-6063

Precision Built by Amish Craftsmen

Fast, Efficient,
Quality Construction

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
from $

64,900

Delivered & Set up
in 6 Weeks
HURONHOMESLLC.COM

Call Roger TODAY!

810-650-9023

Roger Hamill

Your new health club is open 24/7
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

Lexington - December 13
Lexington Southern Gospel
Concert Series, Lexington Methodist

Page 27

Deckerville - December 11
Dickens of a Christmas, citywide

42

POOL & SPA

is our Special New Year’s Eve Dinner/
Dance. $10 cost includes noisemakers,
hats, balloons, and dancing from 8:30 p.m
‒ 12:30 a.m. Potluck dinner at 7:30 p.m.,
with Club providing scalloped potatoes
and fried chicken. Entertainment by
Lighthouse Three. For more information
call Leola at (810) 657-9349 or
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Home & Commercial Services

Financing
Available!

Monday - Saturday
12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

Lock in 2015 Pricing
Until June 2016 Now!

President

Models on Display
Dove St., Port Huron
29 Years of Experience

facebook.com/ThumbPrintNews
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24-Hour Service
7 Days a Week
With Coupon.
Expires 12/31/2015.

(810) 982-8888

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAYS
AIRPORT TRIP NOW!

8655 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

I only work
for
t
callheexbeigcuguy!
today! ride

Thumb
Print
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Designed by
Freepik

Ask About Our Wedding Packages!
$

5 Off With This Ad

Doodling
Doodling Outback
Outback Embroidery,
Embroidery, LLC
LLC
Embroidery, Screen Printing, Trophies, Engraving,
Logo digitizing, Team Uniforms, Varsity Jackets

Visit My Newly Redesigned Website

doodlingoutback.com
Which now includes
Order Early for
designing and ordering online!

Never Miss
an Issue!

Christmas before

12/11/15

and you’ll have
it before Christmas!

Drop off location by 12/11/15
Only public location in Capac

Home Delivery only $2 per issue

102 S. Main St.
Capac, MI 48014
810-395-8746

Subscribe

NOW

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

Winter Specials

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

EVERYONE!
SINCE

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

PRODUCTS

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650
OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

10%f
Ofthis
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n
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TPN

1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

1946

4900 N. VanDyke
989-874-6523

have your business card seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!
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GOING BATTY?
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Talent Search

SINGERS, RAPPERS, DANCE
GROUPS, Win $250 or free recording

studio time. Refer a friend and receive $25
referral fee. Call (586) 360-0383 or visit
www.abcumbyenterprize.com.

Sold & Serviced By:

Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND
DECORATIONS Interested in vintage

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL
E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
WE AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
C
T -O S
OMPLETE RASH UT PECIALISTS

RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
NT
I
WE
’LL T
HAU
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QUICK,CLEAN &THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

Medicare
questions?

We can help!

Medicare Specialist

MFBHealth.com

Sanilac and St. Clair Counties

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates

Help Wanted

810-648-9343

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

• Many zoos feed leftover, donated Christmas trees to their animals after Christmas.
• Telling scary ghost stories is an old Christmas Eve tradition that has died out in
the past century.
• In Iceland, there are 13 Santas who were originally depicted as the sons of two
children-eating trolls.
• A Jewish man, Johnny Marks, wrote “Rocking Round the Christmas Tree” and
nine other well-known Christmas songs.
• The Germans made the first artificial Christmas tree out of dyed goose feathers.
• All the gifts of the “Twelve Days of Christmas” would equal 364 gifts.
• Christmas wasn’t declared an official holiday in the United States until
June 26, 1870.

For Rent
starting at $583 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

Sherri Gottleber

Hard to Believe, But True, Facts About Christmas

and antique Christmas tree ornaments,
also Hallmark (all years), unusual artifical
trees such as those made out of feathers,
aluminum or in colors other than green.
Call if you have just a few or if you have a
lot! Please call (810) 614-8034.

MIXOLOGIST WANTED

Call (810) 614-8034 for more information.

For Sale

General

APARTMENT BUILDING, 10 Unit
Apartment, Bad Axe. Monthly gross
$4,000. 691 S. Van Dyke. Gas heat,
acreage to expand. Zoned C3. $159,000,
statelc@yahoo.com (313) 938-4172.
HOUSE FOR SALE, Algonac. Price
Reduced: $114,900 for this sweet Algonac
home! Move-in ready! 1,120 sq. ft., 3 bed,
1 bath, 2+ detached garage. Many updates.
Karen Kranz with Keller Williams.
For details: email karenkranz@kw.com,
call (586) 979-3631 or visit the website
www.karenkranz.kwrealty.com.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Sue at
(810) 278-4395.

PHEASANT HUNTING PRESERVE

Enjoy upland and lowland fields maintained
for prime cover throughout the year. Morning
and afternoon hunts. Unguided and guided
hunts. Gift certificates available. Janks
Pheasant Farm, Mayville, Michigan.
Call (989) 843-6576 to reserve your hunt,
www.JanksPheasantFarm.com.

Auto Parts

Starting
at

14 25

$

Call Today!
(810) 794-2300

NEED AUTO PARTS? Reichle Auto
Parts has a large selection of motors,
transmissions, hoods, fenders, doors,
patch panels and more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

Visit

www.ThumbPrintNews.com/
circulation

for a full list of Drop Locations to see
where to pick up your next copy of
ThumbPrint News!
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JAPANESE-AMERICANS

questioned captured enemy soldiers. This program was never spoken about
because Japan frequently sent messages that weren’t coded, believing it
was impossible for Americans to interpret their complicated language; this
essentially became a community, establishing fire departments, newspapers,
program remained covert for over
baseball leagues, churches and schools that were governed by an elected
25 years after WWII ended.
council. Many detainees worked while in the camps, doing jobs such as
The 442nd Regimental Combat
teaching, agriculture, food service or medical work, while some were able
Team’s predecessor was the 100th
to leave to work in sugar beet fields when help was needed; this was only
Infantry Battalion, which was
temporary, and once the work was completed, they were forced to return to
composed of volunteers from
the evacuation centers.
Hawaii who were not detained.
Although the views of
They quickly became involved in
the Japanese were years
away from being erased, a battle in Italy shortly after they
landed in North Africa in August
some people of power
of 1943. The 442nd arrived in
at the time believed
June of 1944, in Europe and
these perceptions
the 100th was named its first
were absurd. One
battalion because of their battle
of those men was
Gen. Mark W. Clark welcomes the men of the 442nd
experience. The commanders
Colonel Pettigrew, who
Regiment, and the 100th Battalion, who are now
who
were
overseeing
the
suggested the formation
under his command.
Nisei soldiers were asked for
of a combat unit
immediate reports of their battlefield abilities; General Mark W. Clark, who
composed completely
commanded 5,000 Japanese-American soldiers, spoke very highly of them,
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No. 160, located in
of Nisei citizens in
requesting to be sent more if possible. By the time the war came to a close
California. one of 10 relocation centers
the spring of 1942.
in 1945, 800 Japanese-Americans sacrificed their lives for the United States,
The idea was met with a lot of resistance, but it was finally approved,
and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team quickly became known as the most
and on February 1, 1943, President Roosevelt disclosed the formation of
decorated unit of its size and length of service in the army. The 442nd and
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. This unit was made up of Japaneseth
100
Infantry Battalion received 9,486 Purple Hearts, 52 Distinguished
American soldiers already serving and volunteers from Hawaii, internal
Service
Crosses, 559 Silver Stars and eight Presidential Unit Citations,
states throughout the country, as well as those detained in internment
which
is
the highest honor a unit can receive; with all the awards they
camps. Even though the citizens in the camps were treated as criminals
earned,
the
nickname Purple Heart Battalion was quickly associated with
and unjustly imprisoned, these men were the first to volunteer when the
the
group.
When
troops began to return to American soil, the internment
need for soldiers was announced. In all, nearly 33,000 Japanese-Americans
camps
slowly
began
releasing Japanese-Americans who now faced the
fought for the United States during WWII, despite the fact that their
daunting
task
of
rebuilding
their entire lives.
families were locked away in the same country they were putting their life
In
an
attempt
to
admit
the wrongful treatment of Japaneseon the line for. One of the main reasons for
Americans
during
WWII,
Ronald Regan signed the Civil Liberties Act
their willingness to serve was many believed
in
1988.
Not
only
did
the
law
admit the mistreatment and apologize
the only way they could prove their loyalty to
for
it,
it
also
awarded
$20,000
each to the approximately 60,000
the United States was to fight for it.
people
still
alive
that
were
imprisoned.
Although the 100th Battalion
While a majority of the Nisei soldiers in
nd
and 442 earned thousands of highly decorated honors after the war,
the military were on the front line, others
only one soldier out of the two groups was awarded the Medal of
served a different purpose, one of which was
Honor, which is the highest military award. In 1990, the government
said to shorten WWII by two years according
reviewed the medals distributed during and after the war because
to Major General Charles Willoughby, who
it was known many medal recommendations were ignored by those
was a head Army intelligence officer during
of higher power. This resulted in 20 more Medals of Honor being
the war. The program, known as the Military
presented to those in the 442nd in 2000. Their service was recognized
Intelligence Service, was actually started
again in 2010, when President Obama signed a bill into law awarding
Brig. Gen. Frank Merrill, commanding general
in complete secrecy a few weeks before
nd
th
of infantry troops in Burma, poses between his
December 7, 1941. Those of Japanese ancestry Japanese-American interpreters (contributed by the Military Intelligence Service, 442 and 100 Battalion, the
Congressional Gold Medal, which is an honor given to heroes, such as
interpreted and translated messages, as well as U.S. Army photograph).
the Tuskegee Airmen, Rosa Parks, surviving Civil War Veterans and
the Apollo 11 astronauts.
Unfortunately, throughout history there have been events motivated by
ANGAROO OUNGE &
ILDCAT UNCTION PORTS AR
prejudice and fear against those of a different race or religion, but once
the wrongdoings were realized, the damage was done. Despite JapaneseAmericans being treated like those directly responsible for the deadly
attacks on Pearl Harbor by their own government, they were willing to give
their lives to prove their loyalty to the United States.
Continued from Page 3
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810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

National Japanese American Memorial To Patriotism During World War II, Washington D.C.

LET US GET IT CLEAN FOR SANTA!
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• Duro-Last
• Shingles
• Metal Roofs
• Roof Repairs
• Insurance Work
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Serving Southeast Michigan Since 1984
1621 11th Avenue • Port Huron • MI 48060

chok.fm

Remanufactured/Compatible Ink and Toner

To Advertise Your Business With Us
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

810-433-1613

Walk-In Store

CompuCare

Call Ahead for Cartridge Availability

810-320-6770
3853 Pine Grove Ave., Suite C
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059

Several Delivery Options Available

www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
cartridgeconnectionink@gmail.com

$

5 OFF

any purchase

of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink
valued at $20 or more.
One coupon per purchase.

Merry Christmas from

INSURANCE

SHOPPERS AGENCY

Five Star Agency Award from Fremont Insurance
Auto • Home • Boat • R.V.’s • Commercial • Workmans Comp. • Bonds • Umbrella • Farm
Understanding the increased complexity of property and casualty insurance is a challenge.
Excellent customer service and staying ahead of the issues you face are crucial in developing the
long-term relationships and trust we strive for. At Insurance Shoppers Agency, our team will
professionally handle your insurance questions and needs.
Insurance Shoppers Agency
1-866-388-1002
501 Gratoit Blvd. Suite 3
Marysville, MI 48040
www.insuranceshoppersagency.com

Fremont Insurance

Insuring and Investing Exclusively
in Michigan since 1876.

Office: 810-388-9200
Fax: 810-388 -9201
shoppers@marysvilleisa.com
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BUY ONE,
GET ONE
FREE!

398

$

Queen Set

$

198

398

798

$

$

Queen Set

$

598
Twin set $398
Full set $549
King set $998

$

1398

Stearns & Foster
Queen Set

$

$

1498

compare at $2,399

Queen
Set

2299

Full set $1449
King set $1999

Flex Prima

Free Drawing for

6 PIECE LIVING ROOM SET
ENTER TO WIN!
Across from Birchwood Mall

Name
Address

Phone Number
Email Address

No Purchase Necessary

