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By David Odziana

With the introduction
of the automobile, few
cities throughout the
country were impacted
as significantly as Detroit
‒ seemingly overnight,
the streets throughout
Michigan b ecame a
free-for-all b etw een
pedestrians, trolleys, cars and horse drawn carriages.
By 1896, the first gas-powered vehicle was roaring around the
streets of Detroit at 20 miles per hour, which was an unheard of
speed at the time. The newspaper article explaining the event
stated the car was dodging both people and horses. In just over a
decade, the new mode of transportation went from a nuisance to
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a huge problem, causing countless deaths. In only two months
of 1908, 31 deaths and hundreds of injuries were recorded in
the city of Detroit, and before long the streets were swimming
with thousands of people behind the wheel, most of which had
never driven before. This sparked an epidemic,
and city police and officials recognized
the need to educate drivers on the correct
way to navigate the roads. One of the major
issues with driving was there was no system
in place to guide motorists in the right
direction, remaining that way throughout
the first decade of the 1900s. There were
no speed limits or age requirements, and
drinking and driving wasn’t viewed as a
big deal, all of which added to the roadway
carnage. Due to the fact Detroit was a major
hub during the automotive boom, many
commonplace transformations for traffic

See BAD AXE Page 22
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Long lines of impatient shoppers wait outside the
doors of major big box stores, sometimes for several
hours, hoping to be one of the few lucky ones to
score big on limited selected sale items drastically
reduced for the busiest shopping day of the year.
For many this is a highlight of the holiday season;
for others, who believe the holidays have become too
commercial, shopping is the last thing they would do
on this particular day.
Does it sound like I am talking about Black Friday,
that controversial day of deals which takes place the
day after Thanksgiving in the U.S.? No, I am actually
talking about Boxing Day in Canada.
The day after Christmas, known as Boxing Day, is
Canada’s biggest shopping day of the year. Since we
cover several counties in Michigan who are separated
by a small expanse of water from the country which
is our nearest neighbor, Canada, it could be assumed that most Michiganders, at least on this side of the state, would be
familiar with Boxing Day. However, having done an informal survey of several dozen people, I found that most are not.
Therefore, I am using this space this month for a brief history of Boxing Day.
Although today Boxing Day is mostly a day for shopping, relaxing at home watching TV, drinking and eating holiday
leftovers, this has not always been the case. Formerly, it was the traditional day when employers honored their employees
or servants by giving them a box containing small gifts, money and sometimes leftover food (hence the name “Boxing
Day”).
Although no definitive answer exists about the origins of Boxing Day, there are several theories.
One suggested origin states that Wenceslas, who was the Duke of Bohemia in the early 10th century, was conducting
a survey of his land on St. Stephen’s Day (December 26) when he saw a pauper gathering firewood in the middle of a
blizzard. The Duke was moved to gather up some extra food and wine and take them himself to the pauper’s door. The
Christmas carol “Good King Wenceslas” portrays this event.
Another theory is that the Church of England might have started the tradition when during Advent a box was displayed
for the churchgoers to place money in for the poor. On the day after Christmas, the box was opened and the money
distributed to those in need.
Boxing Day has been a national holiday in England, Wales, Ireland and Canada since 1871. In Ontario, Canada, it is a
statutory holiday (a paid day off for employees). It evolved into a major shopping event in the 1980s.
I am not a fan of Black Friday shopping and am one of those who stay as far away from the malls on that day as I
possibly can. If I were Canadian, I would be one of those relaxing at home and enjoying my paid day off instead of joining
the crowds seeking out a bargain. However, I do really like the idea of what Boxing Day was originally designated for –
showing your appreciation for those who have provided you with some sort of service in the past year or who are your
employees. I think it is important for Michiganders to be aware of the customs of their closest neighbor and also think it
would be a wonderful custom for us to adopt – in the spirit in which the holiday began.
Merry Christmas – and Happy Boxing Day to our Canadian neighbors!

LOOKING FOR: Annalee Dolls, Hallmark Ornaments, Feather Trees and More!

Will travel to all areas covered by ThumbPrint News. Call 810-614-8034 and let us know what you have.
,

dianetheattorney.com
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Entropion in
D o g s a n d C at s

By Dr. DiBenedetto,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Entropion is a disorder of the eyelids in which the
eyelid is inverted or rolled inward. It can affect just
one eye or both and can be just the upper eyelid, just the
lower or both. It is, however, much more common for the lower eyelid to be
inverted than the top. Entropion can be seen in both dogs and cats, but is more
common in dogs. Dog breeds predisposed to entropion include Chow Chows,
Shar-Peis, Mastiffs, Bull Mastiffs, Rottweilers, Great Danes and St. Bernards,
among others. In cats, Persians and other flat-faced
breeds are predisposed.
Entropion can be either hereditary or acquired,
although the effects and treatments of the condition
are identical regardless of the type. Hereditary
Entropion is by far the more common of the two
types. Hereditary Entropion is genetic in nature
and is usually the result of abnormalities in facial
structure, especially around the eyes and/or eyelid support ligaments. Acquired
Entropion develops over the course of a animal's life as a result of various
factors which are not genetic in nature, like the natural aging process, which
causes muscle and skin laxity or inflammation to the facial skin or eyes from
chronic diseases like allergies.
Entropion can cause severe irritation and injury to the eye. Eyelashes and
hair from the eyelids rub on the cornea, which is the outer protective covering
of the eye, causing inflammation and damage. As the eyelids rub up against the
cornea, they produce a number of symptoms, the most common being redness
in and around the eyes with chronic watery discharge. Other symptoms include
squinting, frequent blinking, eyelid twitching or spasms, thickened skin around
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the eyes, and difficulty or reluctance to open the eyes, especially in bright
sunlight. Rubbing the eyes and self-trauma can stem from the significant pain
caused by entropion. Prolonged inflammation to the cornea can cause chronic
changes referred to as keratitis. The chronic inflammation can lead to corneal
ulcerations, erosions and even rupture of the cornea.
Diagnosis is normally based on your pet’s breed, history and clinical
presentation. In order to distinguish entropion from other conditions, and to
help determine the cause of the condition in non-predisposed breeds, a complete
ophthalmic examination is needed. This involves a Schirmer Tear Test, to
access tear production, application of fluorescein dye, to look for corneal ulcers
or erosions, assessment of intraocular pressures and a thorough examination of
the physical structure of the eyelids, eyelashes, cornea and conjunctiva.
The goals of treatment are to relieve chronic irritation and pain, resolve any
underlying causes of the condition and prevent further damage to affected eyes.
Because entropion can improve with maturity in some animals, permanent
surgical correction is delayed until facial maturity is reached around one year
of age. Temporary tacking sutures can be placed to evert the eyelid and give
relief from the symptoms until surgical correction can be done.
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It is the End of 2016, and
We Almost Reached Our Goal!
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By Ralph McKinch,

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Wow! 2016 has been a fantastic year for our
world-class
traveling newspaper, ThumbPrint
t News
ThumbPrin
News, because of the diligence of our everhelpful readers! We have already reached all
Bee
n?
seven continents, but made a special goal for
2016 to have the paper travel to all 50 states in
the U.S. – and we almost made it!
In our November issue, we challenged our
readers to make it to Arkansas, New Hampshire
and Oregon by the end of December to meet our goal.
Unfortunately, we didn’t quite make it. However,
Carol Edgar of Port Huron, Michigan, did help us
narrow that goal down to only two remaining states when she sent us a photo of
her grandson, Daniel Stoneberg, with the paper in New Hampshire.
Here is what Carol had to say about the photo that is highlighted:
My grandson, Daniel Stoneberg, 19, just moved from Crested Butte, Colorado,
to Hudson, New Hampshire, to play hockey for the Islanders Hockey Club. As a
favor for his grandmother, so ThumbPrint News could try and meet their goal,
he found this sign in his travels
and forwarded it to me. I am so
proud of him!
So, for 2017, we are still
hoping to have the paper travel
to Arkansas and Oregon. We
will also accept photos from
states we have already traveled
to as well, and from any
countries from around the world.
Please send your pictures to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
and attach a good quality .jpg
file of your photo or photos. We
would also appreciate a short
paragraph telling us about the
place that you and ThumbPrint
News traveled to.
For those readers who still
have photos which you sent to
us and which have not yet been
featured, they will be in 2017,
so keep reading ThumbPrint
News – and watch for your
photos! (Unfortunately, none of those photos were from Arkansas or Oregon!)
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RARE RUSSIAN DECORATIONS

December 2016

Russians spent many years during the 1900s forbidden from owning or partaking in
anything associated with Christmas or any other religious festivities. Citizens of the
country were allowed to observe Christmas until the Revolution of 1917 - prior to this,
Russia associated St. Nicholas with Christmas, but he was eventually renamed Ded
Moroz or Father Frost because of the religious connection. Before the Revolution,
Russian families prepared for the holidays much like we do in the United States by
putting up and decorating a Christmas tree, but with mostly handmade ornaments.
Although Christmas wasn’t actually outlawed until 1929, any activities associated
with it were hindered beginning in 1920, and if any family decided to continue their
holiday traditions, they had to ensure no one found out. As a result of this new law,
artists previously fabricating ornaments were no longer doing so. It wasn’t long before
the lack of religious celebrations took a toll on Russia’s economy, and by 1936, it
became evident change was needed.
While the government’s solution, caused by pressure from citizens wanting to
celebrate the holidays again, did help strengthen the economy, it differed greatly
from the Christmas they remembered. Despite the fact Russians were now allowed
to celebrate the holidays again, the date it was observed was moved from December
25 to January 1 ‒ this made the holiday non-religious, becoming Russia’s New
Year. Since any religious connection was still illegal, ornaments didn’t resemble any
common Christmas figures we know, such as angels or biblical characters. Instead,
the items often depicted fairy tales, the working citizen, fruits or vegetables, and were usually made out of handblown glass that was
hand-painted. Other materials ornaments were frequently produced from included cotton, cardboard and wire, all of which were hung
on the family’s New Year's tree. These types of ornaments were only produced from the 1930s to the 1970s, and because of the fact
they were never available beyond the section of the Soviet Union known as the Iron Curtain, they are extremely difficult to find today.
Since these items were always handmade and often described as being completed in a crude manor, no two ornaments are exactly the same. Some of the most desirable types include
depictions of beloved images from the Soviet Union. Some of the most sought after ornaments include images of the red star, a hammer and sickle, which represented peasants and
industrial workers in the Soviet Union, as well as anything with the letters CCCP on it − the English translation of this is Union of Soviet
Socialist Republic or Soviet Union. As previously mentioned, these ornaments are extremely rare and highly sought after, yet the Kodets
have been successful in obtaining many of them.
In addition to the ornaments mentioned above, the couple also has a large collection of Russian dolls, most of which depict Father
Frost (Ded Moroz) or the Snow Maiden (Snegurochka). Their collection began when they made contact with a seller in the Ukraine, who
mailed them the items in old pillowcases secured with sealing wax (see photo below). From this contact, Al and Diane made connections
with other sellers of Russian decorations and continued to grow their unique assortment. The majority of their items were made from the
1950s to the 1970s, and are constructed from all different types of fabrics, such as cotton, Styrofoam and glass. The ban on Christmas in
a religious manner lasted for more than 70 years until the restriction was finally
lifted in 1990. The Kodets’ passion in growing their collection of rare decorations
has made it possible for the people of the Thumb of Michigan to view these
Russian treasures and others up close at the Christmas Tree Walk.
Today, the History of the Christmas Tree Walk continues to grow, with many
families making it a holiday tradition. The attendance also has been increasing
each year, with more than 1,000 patrons touring the log home last year. While
many of those in attendance come to marvel at the extensive decorations, nearly
just as many visit to commend the beautiful architecture of the home. If you
are looking for an extraordinary display of anything and everything Christmas
throughout history from many different areas around the world, the 13th Annual
History of the Christmas Tree Walk is the place to be. Grab your family and
friends and come visit the Kodets’ unique log home in Algonac to witness one of
the largest Christmas collections in the area.
Continued from Page 1

A Sneak Peak at the Magic Inside
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13th Annual

History of the Christmas Tree Walk
TICKETS
DO NOT RUN OUT!!

Valid for ANY NIGHT the Walk is open.

$15 per adult & $8 per child (ages 2-15)
children under 2 are free

Tickets can be pre-ordered and held as will call,
or can be purchased any night the Walk is open.

Dec. 9-11, 15-18 & 21-23

Over 180 Trees

Each night from 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Shuttle runs every 10-15 mins. and the last shuttle leaves for the home
at 8:00 p.m. Self-guided walking tour takes approximately one hour.
Visit
Us On

Will-Call
Tickets
on
Sale
Now
and are good for any one night the walk is open.
Call to
order at

(810) 794-2300

@ Christmas Tree Walk then
Like and Share our Facebook Page for a Chance to Win 2 Free Tickets!!
Over 180 decorated Christmas trees tell the story of Christmas in America from the 1850s until the present. All are displayed inside a 9,500
square foot log home in Algonac, Michigan, for ten nights only in December. Visitors can purchase tickets at the offices of ThumbPrint News,
8061 Marsh Rd. in Algonac, on any night the Walk is open starting at 5:00 p.m., with the last tickets being sold at 8:00 p.m. Visitors should
allow at least one hour to view the home. The home will be open for viewing from 5:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. Parking will be at 8061 Marsh
Rd. where a continuously running shuttle (from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.) will take visitors to the home, and a continuously running shuttle
(from 5:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.) will return from the home with visitors.
Upon arriving at the ThumbPrint News office, all visitors, whether just purchasing tickets or with pre-purchased tickets, will need to be
assigned to a shuttle on a first come, first served basis. Once your shuttle is called, you will board the shuttle for the short ride to the home.
Large groups can be accommodated, but if necessary, may be split up onto different shuttles. Shuttle assignments will start at 5:00 p.m. and
end at 8:00 p.m. A small wait to board the shuttle may occur, depending on attendance (usually not exceeding 30 minutes). Free hot
chocolate and cookies will be available while waiting.
The log home has three levels which are accessible by log stairs. Persons who have difficulty walking or climbing stairs may only be able to
access the lowest level of the home. There is no smoking allowed on the shuttle or in the home. Visitors to the Walk will be asked to cover
their shoes with plastic shoe protectors that will be provided at the door to the home. Alternately, shoes or boots can be removed upon
entering the home, if desired. Children are welcome, but must remain with their parents at all times and cannot be allowed to handle objects
in the home or on the trees. Pets are not allowed. Cameras are welcome. Thank you for your consideration and patronage.
Tickets are non-refundable, though they may be given to another person to use if original purchaser of tickets
is unable to attend. THE CHRISTMAS WALK WILL NOT BE OPEN ON CHRISTMAS EVE OR AFTER CHRISTMAS.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT

www.TheChristmasWalk.com

TICKETS TO THE CHRISTMAS WALK MAKE GREAT GIFTS FOR EVERYONE ON
YOUR LIST AND ARE A PERFECT WAY TO ENTERTAIN OUT-OF-TOWN GUESTS.
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Holiday Grave
Blankets / Pillows
Cone Arrangements
Centerpieces
Wreaths / Swags
Crosses & More!

Custom
Pieces,
Sizes Vary

to learn about a magical event!
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Adorable Cloth Snowmen by:

Cute Crafty Creations

will be available for purchase
during the 2016 Christmas Walk

Fresh & Silk
Flowers
Available

*Some restrictions apply

A Personal Note from our Publisher
Is Christmas too Commercial? I think not.

We Wish You A Rockin' Christmas!

To Advertise With Us Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426.

k106fm.com

Each of us, no matter our age, have special childhood
remberances of Christmases past that fill our heads
when the holiday season rolls around. Think about it –
school plays, the music in retail shops, visiting Santa,
wondering if he is real, or hoping so, (and he is, just ask
Virginia). The excitment of Christmas morning, the
festive tree(s) and decorations, the displays and parades
were all made possible because of the commercialism of
Christmas. Sure, some treasured items are homemade,
but by far, most of our memories are because of the
actions of businesses bringing the total holiday
experience together. To say Christmas is “too
commercial” is only looking trough an adult’s eyes, not a
child‘s eyes. What children see during “today’s” holiday
seasons will be what they cherish for years to come.
The 13th Annual History of the Christmas Tree Walk is
attempting to bring back forgotten memories so adults
may relive their childhood holidays (a worthwhile task)
and to preserve those memories for the future.
Merry Christmas!
Allen Kodet, ThumbPrint News Publisher

First published in December 2015
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W hy D o S mart P eople
F all for S cams ?
The Human Element of the Scam and How to Avoid Being a Target

794-5678 to clean your chimney for Santa!
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emotions in check and beat scammers at their games:
1) IGNORE
Don’t pick up the phone when the number is unknown. Delete emails from
people you do not know. And, never click on links in emails from someone
you're not 100% sure is a friend or legitimate business.
2) RESIST
If someone is demanding money or personal information, resist their offers or
their threats. Never share personal information or make a payment during a first
point of contact. Give yourself time to think and research.
3) VERIFY
If someone tells you something that catches your attention, makes you nervous,
or seems worth checking out, verify if what they're saying is true. Research any
claims on your own – don’t call numbers or go to websites given to you.
4) NOTIFY
Finally, if somebody tries to scam you, tell other people so they can be on the
lookout. Share your story with friends, family and even social media, so others
know what kind of scams are currently making the rounds and how to spot them.

When we hear about various scams like the Microsoft scam that takes over
your computer or the sweepstakes scam that asks for upfront taxes and so many
Knowing how to spot and protect yourself from
more, we often wonder how people could possibly fall for these. We might even
scams is your responsibility.
think we could never be duped and consider those that are to be uneducated or
Need more information on stopping scammers?
naïve. But the truth is, anyone can be taken in by a scam at one time or another.
Help can be found here: http://bit.ly/ScamStoppers and you
In fact, according to the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) those
can report a scam to BBB here: www.bbb.org/scamtracker/detroit.
that fall for scams that involve investments and financial
information
are
most
I hate to be such a pain in the butt but please change You
‘It’s aare
Home
Show Every Day to –
your best defense.
often college-educated males, between the ages of 45 – 60. It’s often the people
who think they are too smart to get cheated that make the easiest marks.
Get more consumer tips from the Better Business Bureau website
A Home
BBB receives thousands of calls a year from people
who Show
have fallen for
www.bbb.org/detroit/news-events/lists/consumer-tips.
scams who thought they could never be taken in. From those accounts, we have
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
outlined some of the most likely reasons that people,
even very smart people,
Everyday
Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
might be victimized.
1. Your Achilles Heel: You may feel like you are completely prepared and could organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
never fall for a scam, but then something unexpected comes up that affects your marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
children or your finances and catches you off guard because it is a sensitive resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by
visiting www.bbb.org.
topic for you. For example, an elderly person whose
computer
their hat
linkon
to Roger.
And let’s
put a is
Santa
the outside world may click on a message about a virus out of fear of being cut
off from their friends and family. Or a teenager who gets a message that their
debit card has been hacked, might be tricked into giving out their password
because they are afraid they will get in trouble with their parents.
2. Your Ego: You could be an amazing investor, but
you don’t know much about
Thanks.
cars, leaving you vulnerable to being fooled into paying for services you do not
need. Everyone has areas of expertise, but this knowledge doesn’t necessarily
carry over into other areas. People who feel they will never get caught in a scam
because they think they are too smart, can set themselves up to be scammed in
areas in which they are not as familiar.
3. Your Trusting Nature: Some of the most difficult scams to avoid are those
perpetrated by people who have ingrained themselves into your life. Cons such
EAUTIFUL OMES
as the sweetheart scam and various investment scams prey on your nature to
trust people in your life. It is more difficult to say “no” to someone who appears
to be a trusted friend.
Stick Built
4. Your Fear of Missing Out: Salesmen and scammers alike rely on creating a
for less than
sense of urgency to convince you that you have to act on something immediately.
The deal will expire, only one more investor is needed before the opportunity
$60 per sq. ft.
will be gone, or something bad will happen if you don’t do something RIGHT
NOW. Scammers do not want you to think about the situation because you are
more likely to poke holes in the “deal” or in what they are asking you to do
when you have time. People often get fooled into a scam when they are afraid
Call Roger for Details!
they are going to miss out on an opportunity to get a good deal.
5. Your Desperation: It seems that scammers can sense when you are most in
need and then exploit that vulnerability. When someone is in serious need
of money they can be blinded to the risks involved when presented with an
AT 4269 DOVE ST.
opportunity to get rich quickly. When someone says you only need to pay taxes
PORT HURON, MI
up front in order to get millions or when someone offers a guaranteed return on
investment, people can act irrationally and do things they would not normally
ROGER HAMILL,
A HOME SHOW
do.

B

H

MODELS
ON DISPLAY

What all of these have in common is human emotion. People often do not
behave rationally when emotions are involved and they end up doing things they
wouldn't have done otherwise. BBB’s four step strategy will help you keep your

EVERYDAY!

1/2 MILE EAST OF
RANGE RD. AND I-94

PRESIDENT

810-650-9023
www.huronhomesllc.com

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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137 N. Parker
Marine City, MI 48039

6am to 3pm
6am to 8pm
Mon./Wed./Thurs./Sun. Tues./Fri./Sat.

Merry Christmas
(810) 643-8050
Carry Out Available

from all
of us at
MC Grill!

to read online anytime!
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30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL
E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
WE AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
C
T -O S
OMPLETE RASH UT PECIALISTS

RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

Make
Diving
Your
Special
Gift

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
N
WE T IT
’LL
HAU
L IT

QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

586-725-1991

Anchor Bay Scuba, Inc.
8655 Dixie Hwy.
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorbayscuba.com

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

SINCE

PRODUCTS

1946

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

Anchor

4900 N. Van Dyke
989-874-4068

Glass and
Screen II, LLC

May Your Christmas Be Merry and Bright!
8900 Dixie Hwy.
Ed Bickley
Fair Haven, MI 48023
anchorglassandscreen.com

EVERYONE!

KINDE, MI

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors • Shower Doors & More

edwardbickley@att.net

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

586-725-7107

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Fax: 586-725-7112

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

of Peac
n
e
d
r
e
Ga
F lo
rist & G if t s

Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens • Balloons • Personalized Gift Baskets
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm ~ WE DELIVER ~
810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

St. Clair
Liquor
Beer & Wine

Gift Baskets Available
810-329-3811 1204 S. RIVERSIDE

have your business seen by Thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your carpets!
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For Sale

WOODSHOP with ANTIQUE STORE,
FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

RUST CONTROL
6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450

krown.com

(810) 359-7880

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

6711 Abbotsford Rd., Ruby, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

AFFORDABLE HOME REPAIRS

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

CARPENTRY * REMODELING * HANDYMAN SERVICES
SIDING * WINDOWS * DOORS * ROOFING
FOR ALL YOUR HOME REPAIRS

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

30YRS EXPERIENCE

Call Today 586.651.5597
FOR FREE CONSULTATION

DAVID MURPHY

Contents included, 30-year location, steady
business, Main St. in Emmett. Tile block
building with excellent natural lighting.
Many extras included. Call (810) 384-1163.

Auto Parts

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF
AUTO PARTS. Make Reichle your FIRST

CALL for OEM Replacement auto parts.
Fenders, hoods, doors, trans, motors, patch
panels and much more. Open Mon. - Fri.
9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

General

PIANO LESSONS, Offered in the

convenience of your home! In this busy
world, it's hard to get your child to one more
appointment. Let me bring this training
to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving
Sanilac & St. Clair counties, north of I-69.
Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Lenny at
(810) 278-4395.

Wanted to Buy

VERY OLD INK WELLS, 75 - 100 years
for New Customers
PLUS

Virus Removal Special
for just 129 this holiday season!
$

99

Dave Borgne
www.nerdsonsite.com
Serving St. Clair County since 1999

• Crushed
Concrete
• Fill Dirt
• Limestone
• Mulch
• Gravel

E

Specializing in Stone Driveways

&

L

Trucking

Smiths Creek, MI

•
•
•
•
•
•

Peastone
Sand
Topsoil
Rock
10A
Stone
(Septic Stone)

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured - MDOT Drug Tested

Emil Bandurowicz, Owner

810-650-8160

dave.borgne@nerdsonsite.com
810-294-0355

born local – bred global – reach universal

ThumbPrint News
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

JOIN OUR TEAM!

We are a continued growth company with an

IMMEDIATE SALES MANAGER OPENING
as well as other salaried & commissioned
sales positions available.
Experience
Experience is
is helpful,
helpful, but
but not
not necessary.
necessary.

For
For more
more information
information call
call (810)
(810) 614-8034
614-8034 or
or email
email abcbees@comcast.net.
abcbees@comcast.net.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com/drop-location-list
for a full list of where to pick up your next copy of ThumbPrint News!

or older. Any shape, any color and any
condition. Call (586) 772-7676.

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $555 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.

MARINE CITY HOME FOR RENT,

3-bedroom, 1.5-bath, fenced in backyard.
$700/mo., utilities not included. First
and last months rent required as down
payment. Call (810) 614-8040 to view
home or for more information.

Tile Work

TILES, Re-grouting, repairs and new

installation for backsplash, floors and
bathrooms. Re-caulking showers and tubs.
HANDYMAN WORK TOO! For estimate call
Rick at (810) 599-4630.

Classified Marketplace
Call Today!
(810) 794-2300

14 25

$

and up
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Some Presents
Need

By Patricia Cosner Kubic,

to learn about a magical event!
To Advertise With Us Call Lisa at
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888-530-3426
www.foxfm.com

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Today I spent my afternoon wrapping Christmas presents. I actually had
several consecutive hours of free time. I had my portable radio set to one
of those stations that starts playing Christmas music all day, every day,
practically before the trick-or-treaters come around. Before long, I noticed
myself paying particular attention to the sparking gold edges on the green and
red plaid ribbon. I literally couldn’t stop staring at it. What’s happening to
me? Am I in some sort of yuletide spell?
It’s like I had never seen this traditional ribbon before. I could not take
my eyes off the gold glitter on the edges of it. I heard Christmas music in
the background, but was so mesmerized by the twinkle on that ribbon that
I couldn’t tell you which song it was, even though I’m sure I have literally
heard it a thousand times, maybe even two thousand!
Then it hit me; I knew what was going on. I was experiencing joy. Nothing
else in my need-to-be-renovated kitchen mattered. Only that beautiful
green and red ribbon with those must-be-magical gold edges. You see, I
was wrapping presents for my parents. One sip of truth serum would easily
reveal that each Christmastime, I wonder if I’ll have even one parent to wrap
presents for. They are both in their 80’s and well, they are both in their 80’s.
But, in that moment I was filled with gratitude that I had the gift of wrapping
Red Robin gift cards for my dad. Instantly, I was disproportionately excited
about putting the finishing touch on another present that I get to give my
mom.
That’s the thing, I think, about joy – it sneaks up on you when you least
expect it. Trust me, feeling pure joy was the last thing on my mind. I was all
about making sure I had the right size boxes and if I had enough matte finish
invisible tape. Then out of nowhere, for one long moment, in the middle of
my kitchen, in the middle of the week, during the chaos of the busiest time of
the year, that ribbon brought me joy. It is that simple ribbon that everybody
buys at the craft store with a coupon, of course.
I started that afternoon with the mindset we use to do chores. Get the stuff,
do the job, think of the next task on the to-do list. Go, go go! I ended up
feeling happier than I have in months. So lucky am I to put that ribbon around
those packages. So aware am I that this might be the last time I’ll get to do
that for those two people. And when that inevitable Christmas comes when
I have fewer gifts to wrap, I hope that I’ll remember all the joyful memories
of giving my parents gifts for so many years. Actually, when the time comes,
I’d like to think that every time I see ribbon trimmed in gold that I will think
back to that extraordinary afternoon in the middle of my kitchen in the middle
of November.
Patricia can be reached at pckubic@gmail.com.

Photo
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New Baltimore,
Michigan

Today’s Best Music

Thumbs Up
To Seniors

ABC

By William Easton,

MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #36.

Be the first to correctly answer
Question #35 and you could
win a J. Clary collector print!

Question #35

What famous U. S. Navy
vessel launched herself?

Answer to #35:

The USS Michigan at Erie,
Pennsylvania, December, 1843.

Maritime Trivia
Question #36

What ship did Oliver Hazard
Perry transfer from during
the Battle of Lake Erie on
September 13, 1813?
Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!
abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

DON’T LET BATS

OVERWINTER
IN YOUR HOME!

CALL US
TODAY!

ThumbPrint News Contriburtor

Over fifty thousand Italian soldiers were imprisoned
in the United States during WWII. Some were among
the five thousand mostly-Germans lodged in Michigan.
(Staff writer David Odziana wrote about the camps in
Caro and Sandusky in the September 2015 issue of this
newspaper.) The prisoners of war (POWs) were put
to work in the agriculture and timber industries. They
were fed, housed and paid a modest compensation (80
cents per diem). Although some Japanese prisoners
were brought to this country from the South Pacific,
most were transported closer to Australia and New
Zealand, with the U.S. contributing to the expense.
Prime Minister Benito Mussolini led Italy into Hitler’s Axis Forces and declared war on the U.S. in January,
1942. It had suffered heavy casualties in North Africa, Sicily and Italy. Some prisoners were taken by other
Allies, including England, Australia and Canada (which had only 69, according to one tally.) Although Mussolini
had been briefly captured, he soon reappeared as the leader of a German Fascist puppet government. Meanwhile,
Marshal of Italy, Pietro Badoglio sought an armistice and to join the Allies. The offer was received skeptically,
particularly by Winston Churchill, who didn’t trust the Italians. The war continued on in Italy between the
friendly Resistance and enemy Fascists.
Italy’s surrender and request to join the Allies against neighboring Germany in 1943, created a role change
for those prisoners and their captors. What should be done with these former enemies, now allies, posed a
unique problem for our government. The Roosevelt administration, as always willing to create a new agency,
placed the Italian Service Unit under the umbrella of the catchall U.S. Army Service Corps, part of the overall
reorganization ordered by General George Marshall.
In our country, members of the newly formed Italian Service Unit “co-belligerents” were issued military-style
uniforms with their own specialized insignia, but no weapons. They were still lodged in former camps, but with
greater freedom. No longer enemies governed by the Geneva Convention principles, they were employed in
essential defense industries. (I wonder what they thought of making weapons to be used against their countrymen
back home.) While no exact totals were kept of the economic value of their labor, certainly millions of hours
could be counted from when they started in early 1944, until war's end
and the unit disbanding in January, 1946.
However, not all of the POWs joined the Italian Service Unit; apparently
they had a choice. Some, who were considered still dangerous Fascists,
remained under close guard. The Geneva Convention spared officers from
any forced labor. An estimated 46,000 did join the Unit. With additional
freedom, they socialized with American civilians, resulting in home visits
– and romances. Because of our quota system, the Italian soldiers had to
return to Italy, marry the American women who came over and then “re”
immigrate to the U.S. (I wonder if these wives were considered “War Soldiers in the Italian Service Unit with arm patch

Tours
Sunburst
810 985-7151
of Port Huron, Mi

888 577-0847

$32 per
Person

Christmas Gifts
Birthday
Anniversary
Wedding
Graduation

Sunburst

of Port Huron, Mi

Gift Certificates

make

Great Presents and Gifts
at Any Time for Any Occasion

All Sunburst Trips and Tours
are Completely Escorted Aboard
Newer Luxury Motorcoaches
We also do

Tours

Available in All
Denominations
from $25 to $100
plus Special
Custom
Amounts

Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Details at:

www.sunbursttours.com

Special Trips and Fund Raisers for Groups - Call!

12/02 Fri Turkeyville Dinner and Play - $69
12/06 Tue FireKeepers Casino - (pkg $25) $32
12/07 Wed Greektown Casino - (pkg $30) $2 7
12/14 Wed Greektown Casino - (pkg $30) $27
12/15 Thu Soa ring Eagle - (up to 25 pkg) $32
12/ 26 & 27 St. I gnace After Christmas - $99
12/2 7 Tue FireK eepers Casino - (p kg $25) $32
12/28 Wed Greekt own Casino - (pk g $30) $27
01 /08 & 09 Little River Overnight - $99
01/11 Wed Greektow n Casino - (pkg $30) $27
01/1 2 Thu Point Ed ward Casino - (pkg $10) $20
01/14 Sat Valor Gre ektown Fundraiser - $40
01 /18 Wed Saganing Eagles Landing - $32
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Brides" too?) Most were shipped from Camp Shanks near New York City,
which had also been the disembarkation point for G.I.s heading to war in
Europe. Some of the former POWs being
transported back were unhappily surprised
when they were docked in England and
put to work rebuilding bombed areas.
Italy’s unique change of position,
leaving the Axis to join the Allies during
wartime, presented a legal and ethical
problem for the POWs and their Allied
Italians praying inside the chapel captors. Based on the reported history, the
during the summer of 1944
Italian Service Unit provided a satisfactory
solution. Captive former enemies could
be well-employed and acclimated to
a democratic society. Some of the
Italian POWs were artisans and artists.
They built altars and other symbols of
their Catholic faith. At Camp Myles
Standish in Massachusetts, members of
the ISU built an eight-foot-high grotto.
Thirty years later it was restored and
rededicated.
NOTE: Italian POWs captured in
Closeup of inside of chapel
North Africa were transported by the British to an uninhabited island
of the Orkney Archipelago north of Scotland. Supervised by the base
commander and prisoner priest, they built a small chapel with an ornate
sanctuary. Their improvisations reportedly included using a car exhaust
for the baptismal font and corned beef tins for light fixtures. Although it
fell into disrepair, years later the former prisoner artist returned to help
restore it. Today it is a somber tourist reminder of a contribution from a
former enemy.

Mallards Landing is the latest concept in
retirement living for mature adults who
desire health, comfort, good friends and
good times, yet know that assisted care is
available, if desired.
Private apartments at
Mallards Landing are
fully eqipped and
enable you to choose to
live in a lovely one or
two bedroom apartment,
ready to be furnished
and decorated with your
favorite belongings.

.

4601 S. River Road • East China • 810-329-7169
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Luxury
Bath
Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

WE CAN TAKE YOUR BATHROOM FROM

OUTDATED TO OUTSTANDING
ALL IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY!

CUSTOM REMODELING OPTIONS:
• SimplyPure™ Bathtubs
• SimplyPure™ Shower Pans
• Tub to Shower Conversions • Complete Shower
• Whirlpool and Soaker Tubs Remodeling
• Barrier-Free Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

Allow your Luxury Bath® design consultant to help you create
your perfect escape! With our endless options and distinctive
designs, your choices are unlimited!

Holiday Design Special

%

Labor

Must present ad.
Excludes prior orders.

1-800-A-NEW-TUB OR 1-810-385-1700
1222 Water St., Port Huron, MI 48060
WWW.MOBILITYREMODLERS.COM

(810) 794-5678 if you've got spiders inside!

Masked
Man

e
h
T

and

By David Gillis

ThumbPrint News Columnist

I must have been seven or eight years
old as I sat on my mother’s kitchen
floor staring at the cream-colored radio
resting on a shelf. There was nothing to
see, but my imagination allowed me to
visualize the ongoing battle between the
good and the bad. I was listening to the
adventures of one of my
heroes – the Green Hornet.
The
Green
Hornet
radio series presented a
newspaper journalist in the
title role. At least, that’s
what he did as a daytime
job. At night, however,
he became the electrifying
seeker of evil doers and
the solver of nefarious
crimes. Depending on a mask to hide
his real identity and accompanied by his
trustworthy assistant Kato, he stormed
through the night eliminating the
disgusting villains that plagued the city.
I was with him in his many brushes with
death, I helped him escape terrifying
danger, and I was there as he busted
those in the racketeering underworld.
Together, the Green Hornet, Kato and I
were national heroes.
After six-plus decades, I don’t
remember much more about this early
radio series except how much I enjoyed
being a part of the crime-fighting team.
I knew when the program was about
to begin by its opening theme music,
which I later discovered
was “The Flight of the
Bumblebee”.
I also
remember
that
the
sponsor was Orange
Crush, my favorite pop at
the time.
Could there possibly
have been a more exciting
visualization
attached
to the sound coming
from that little plastic
radio? Well, maybe just
one. It was the old West
series that began with the
“William Tell Overture” and the words,
“Hi-yo, Silver, away”. Yep, it was my
old buddy, the Lone Ranger.
Like the Hornet, the Ranger hid his
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real identity behind a mask.
Actually, he didn’t really
have an identity, except we
knew he had been a Texas
Ranger that everyone
thought was dead, everyone
except Tonto, his trusted lifesaving friend and companion in
the fight against crime and evil people.
And, I almost forgot, he owned a silver
mine that provided the metal for his
bullets.
While I never attempted to dress like
the Green Hornet, I did have a white
cowboy hat and gun with holster. You
see, that was necessary attire for me to
ride the dangerous frontier alongside
the Ranger and Tonto as we together
searched for the bad guys.
This radio series, unlike
The Green Hornet, went
on to become a popular
television program.
I
believe its sponsor on
radio as well as television
was Cheerios, another of
my favorites back then.
So, what was so great
about remembering a
couple of old radio programs that may
have little interest to younger people
today? Well, I believe there are several
reasons.
Certainly today there’s not much left
to the imagination. At eight years old
I visualized myself in each battle, in
each escape from death, and with every
victory. I was one of the heroes. At the
same time, some other eight-year-old
listening to the radio could see the same
thing, except minus me and including
him.
I believe, too, that today we need
not listen to fictional sound resonating
from a small radio to visualize the
harm we’re faced with or the evil that
may exist throughout
the world. It’s before
us 24 hours each day
on various media in a
very frightening way.
We can’t seem to find
that masked hero that
can save the day or
anyone who wants to
be his trusted crimefighting companion.
And, there’s no longer
the hope to become
a member of the
“champions of good”
team. How sad.
Oh, well. I still have my Cheerios and
Orange Crush. Now, where’s that old
white hat I used to wear?
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15.
A

On this day in 1973, the
A merican Psychiatric

ssociation votes to remove
homosexuality from its official
list of psychiatric disorders .

8.
1944,

3.

9.
N

On this day in 1981, the
AIDS virus is officially
recognized.
On this day in 1867,
people wait in mile-long
lines to hear C harles D ickens
give his first reading in New York
City.
On this day in 1989,
P residents George Bush
and M ikhail G orbachev announce
the official end to the Cold War
at a meeting in M alta .
On this day in 1981,
P resident Ronald
R eagan broadens the power of
the CIA by allowing spying in the
United States.
On this day in 1936, the
New Constitution in the
Soviet Union promises universal
suffrage , but the Communist
Party remains the only legal
political party.
On this

4.
5.

6.
1976, D

day in
emocrat
T ip O’Neill is
elected speaker
of the House of R epresentatives .
H e will serve the longest
consecutive term as speaker .

7.

On this day in 1941,
Japanese planes raid
P earl H arbor , H awaii , in a
surprise attack , bringing the U.S.
into WWII.

17.

On

this
day in
the United
States conducts
the longest, most
effective air raid
on the Pacific
island of Iwo Jima .

On

this
day in 1949, the United
ations takes trusteeship over
Jerusalem .

10.

On this day in 1917, the
Nobel P eace P rize is
awarded to the I nternational
R ed Cross.
On this day in 1930, as the
economic crisis grows , the
Bank of the United States closes
its doors .
On this day in 1991,
the R ussian F ederation

11.

12.

becomes independent from the

USSR.

13.

this day in 1972,
astronaut G ene Cernan
climbs into his lunar lander on
the M oon and prepares to lift
off. H e is the last man to set foot
on the M oon.

14.

On

On this day in 1980,
NATO warns the Soviets

to stay out of the internal
affairs of Poland, saying that
intervention would effectively
destroy the détente between the
E ast and West.

this day in 1914,
over 577,000 A llied
soldiers are to spend C hristmas
as prisoners in G ermany.

25.

27.
28.

18.

secret plans for the invasion of
the Soviet Union - O peration
Barbarossa .

19.

26.

On this day in 1909,
A merican socialist women

denounce suffrage as a movement
of the middle class .

communists and suspected
communists .

29.J OI S

n this day in 1607,
ndian chief Powhatan
spares ohn mith ’s life after the
pleas of his daughter Pocahontas .

20. O
21. O I

n this day in 1938,
the first electronic
television system is patented.
n this day in 1995,
the city of Bethlehem
passes from sraeli to Palestinian
control .

22.
B

On

23.
E

On this day in 1944,
General D wight D.

this day in 1944,
during the Battle of
the ulge , G eneral A nthony
McAuliffe responds to a German
surrender request with a one
word answer , “Nuts!”.

isenhower confirms the death
sentence of P rivate E ddie S lovik ,
the only A merican shot for
desertion since the Civil War .

30.

On this day in 1922,
Soviet Russia is
renamed the Union of Soviet
Socialist R epublics.
On this day in 1923,
the Sahara D esert is

31.

crossed by an automobile for the
first time .
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CLOGGED GUTTERS CAUSE ROOF DAMAGE!
Freezing rain and snow, combined
with clogged gutters, will cause
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On

On this day in 1868,
despite bitter opposition ,
On this day in 1978,
P resident A. Johnson grants
Cleveland becomes the
first U.S. city to default since the unconditional pardon to all
persons involved in Southern
D epression.
rebellion (Civil War).
On this
On this day in 1991, the
day
Supreme Soviet of the
in 1948, the
Soviet Union formally dissolves
Smithsonian
the Soviet Union.
I nstitution
accepts the
On this day in 1932,
K itty H awk
R adio City Music H all
– the Wright
opens .
brothers ’ plane .
On this day in 1920,
On this day in 1940,
the United S tates
A dolf H itler issues his
resumes the deportation of

16.
1.
2.

24.
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Life You Want
Manif
esting the
By Bairbre Ertzbischoff-Senkus
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

586-244-9955
Due to varying appointment times,
please call ahead for hours.

Reiki Sessions | Sound Healing | Angel Card Readings

Come in and Browse our Gift Shop!

FREE GIFT WRAPPING

20% off

purchase
goods
of $25
or more

Ex p . 3 / 1 / 2 0 1 7

Metaphysical & Spiritual Books
Crystals, Stones
Fine Cut Gems
Incense & Smudge
Adult Coloring Books
Large Selection of Jewelry
Angel & Oracle Card Decks

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

When the seasons start to change in
Michigan, our conversations turn to the
changes in temperature, how the daylight
saving time hours affect us and what the
upcoming season means for everyone. In
my opinion, we all have a favorite season.
We know if we are a “summer person” or
a “fall lover”!
Each season brings different sports
events, the changing over of our clothes
to accommodate the temperature and
the planning of the season’s holidays we
celebrate.
I am a self-proclaimed “summer girl”.
I do enjoy the early spring when the
ground starts to thaw, and the smell of a
fresh spring rain. Along with that comes
excitement in me for the upcoming
summer season!
We see television ads and hear radio
commercials for Christmas in September,
4th of July ads in May. That is how I view
the summer season in Michigan! I start
planning what to buy for the cottage right
after New Year’s Eve! I wait expectantly
for the summer garden items to go on

display at the stores and can’t wait to
see the summer clothes arrive online or
in the retail clothing stores! I don’t enjoy
rushing the time away, but I do love my
warm spring and hot summer weather!
There is a lot of cleaning and organizing
to do with a summer or seasonal home
and it can be a lot of work at times, but I
welcome that extra work and cleaning! I
actually look forward to it!
So, even though we are about four
months away from any spring or summer
weekend holidays or TV ads, I still long for
that time to arrive. Until then I will enjoy
all the things that come along with the
winter: the snow, football season, and
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays!
But I still will always have that little light
burning in me, anxious to get through
the cold winter months and open up the
windows to my cottage and let the fresh
spring air in that marks the beginning of
a new season. So for the time in between
that, have an amazing holiday season
and happy New Year. May this year bring
about incredible changes and prosperity
to you and the entire country!

Happy 2017!

Namaste! This month we will focus on
taking manifesting to the next level. Gratitude
and intention are vital ingredients in your
manifesting journey. When you show the
Universe that you are happy and grateful
for what you have, the blessings of more
abundance can flow. If you cannot be happy
or grateful with where you are in life and the
lessons you have brought to yourself, then you
cannot receive more. It is a simple equation
really … sometimes a hard one to learn, but
very possible to master.
Gary Zukav stated, "Every intention sets
energy into motion whether you are conscious
of it or not."
When you really start to get this secret, you
will then understand just how it is we create our
realities. Do you know anyone who, being in
their presence, can drain you? Nothing in their
lives ever goes right. The spouse is horrible,
the children are always in trouble, the boss is
a tyrant, and they have the worst luck ever!
What’s even more draining is that the next
time you see them … nothing has changed! At
first this might be difficult to wrap your mind
around, but for the most part that person has
created their reality. The fact that like attracts
like perpetuates this scenario into a vicious
cycle. Putting bad vibes out attracts more of
the same. Everything in our world is made
up of energy moving at a certain vibrational
frequency that attracts other energy moving at
the same vibrational frequency.
So, on the flip side, do you know anyone
who, just being in their presence, makes you
feel energized, happy and hopeful? Usually
they are the one to greet you with a smile
on their face, or a warm hug or handshake.
They were thankful they missed their carpool,
because if they hadn't, they wouldn't have
met and been able to help that person sitting
next to them on the bus. They didn't mind the
rain they had to walk through; it was rather
refreshing and made them feel alive. Those
“glitches” were experienced with sincerity
and brightness. You walk away from them
feeling lighter and happier.
Two people may be of the same
socioeconomic background, but the happy
one seems to just coast easier through life.
Why is this? Well it’s because they are more
grateful for life’s lessons and live in a higher
vibrational state. Then, add the positive
thoughts they have during the course of their
days, and they attract even more. “You get
what you give” is more than just a catchy
phrase. One of my greatest teachers in life
taught me to “Think from the end." Visualize
your desired outcome, and act as if it is
guaranteed to happen. When you do this and
Live In Purpose, connected to spirit, you can't
help but manifest positive results.
The principle of thinking from the end can
be used for whatever you want to manifest, for

example, quitting a bad habit such as smoking.
As Dr. Wayne Dyer stated, “The more you see
yourself as what you’d like to become, and act
as if what you want is already there, the more
you’ll activate those dormant forces that will
collaborate to transform your dream into your
reality.” Waking up and living the next day
of your life as a non-smoker and a healthier
individual, is as easy as changing what you
do the next morning. Along with visualizing
yourself smoke-free, also truly capture the
feelings you get as if you are healthier. Your
lungs feel better and have a better capacity
for air. Your skin looks brighter and more
radiant. You're able to buy yourself that one
luxury you have been putting off because you
now have more money in your pocket … all a
result of not smoking. If you keep this vision
forefront in your mind and actions, you will
manifest this for yourself. You can't help not!
Living an In Purpose life is also making sure
you live as your authentic self, walking your
talk. When you live authentically, the power
of intention ramps up. Living your truth and
putting out positive thoughts creates an energy
the universe feels. Carlos Castaneda told us,
“In the universe there is an immeasurable,
indescribable force which shamans call
intent, and absolutely everything that exists
in the entire cosmos is attached to intent by
a connecting link.” When you start to live
life connected to intent, things start magically
lining up. You will see synchronicities begin
to happen all around you as the universe gives
you a nod.
By aligning with a state of Being, it is much
easier to see that you get what you attract.
If you want a relationship with a good and
trustworthy person, or want a better home,
but all you seem to get is the opposite … then
you must change the way you think and act.
For it is your current vibes that are attracting
your existing situation. Set standards for what
you want in life, and positively visualize and
act upon them. The universe will help take
you there! Develop a vision for your goals
and dreams, and keep them forefront in your
thoughts. Thinking from the end and living
connected to spirit will make manifesting the
life you desire become easier and easier.
I know that change is sometimes scary
because you have to let go of safe and
comfortable habits and of the way things are.
But if you begin to live this way, you will have
no regrets. What do you have to lose? Start
now on the magical journey of manifesting
the life you want!
In my next column we will cover “Living
the life you deserve!”
Thank you for your time in reading this
article. Any comments or questions can be
directed to me at: Bairbrereiki1@yahoo.com.
Editor's Note:
Bairbre's column first
appeared in our August 2016 edition. You
can access this article on our website at
www.thumbprintnews.com/past-issues.html.
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HOUSE FOR LIFE
By Paul Welch,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Christmas is here and the world is
going to become a little bit brighter
for many people. Lights, trees and
holly decorations are displayed, along
with snowmen, reindeer and Santa.
People also seem more cheerful and
giving among the holiday decorations.
It is also a dangerous time of year.
According to a U.S. News' article
in 2015, an estimated 200 people a
day are injured involving holiday
decorations. These injuries often come
from falls and fires. It is important to
be safe this holiday season because
these injuries have the potential to even
be life threatening. Here are some tips
to keep you safe while decorating.
Shocking – Electricity is nice to
have around, but dangerous if not
handled correctly. Christmas lights
rely on it to work and have safeguards
in place to keep it from becoming
dangerous. Light strands have fuses
to prevent someone from plugging too
many strands end to end and causing
a dangerous short in the wire. Your
house has fuses or breakers to protect
the line from too much electricity
being drawn through the line and
causing a short that can lead to a fire.
These safeguards are in place for your
protection, so do not try to override
them. I have had people ask about
butting a higher amp fuse in the light
strand after it blew the original one or
doing something similar with the fuse
or breaker in the house. Doing so for a
line not rated for that much amperage
is a good way to cause a fire or a nasty
shock. Instead, buy lights that can
have more strands plugged in end to
end and plug into a different circuit if
you have maxed one out.
Good Beginnings – A common
problem people face is stringing a
tree backwards by starting with the
wrong end of the light string. To avoid
restringing the tree, they ask if there is
a double male plug adapter. No such
thing exists because it will create an
electrical hazard. Do not try to make
one yourself. The best thing you can
do is to take down the strings of lights
and restring it so the plug is at the
bottom or run an extension cord up the

tree to the top where the plug is.
The Gravity of the Situation –
Decorating the house can often involve
ladders and climbing on the roof.
Remember to use great caution when
doing so. December in Michigan
can be cold and icy, which makes for
a bad situation when on a ladder or
roof. Make sure your ladder is on even
footing and don't try to reach an area
that is just a little out of your normal
reach without moving your ladder.
Move your ladder so you can reach
it without risking a fall. Also use a
three point of contact rule – have two
feet and one arm or hand holding onto
the ladder at all times. I say hand or
arm because sometimes you need to
use both hands. Make sure the ladder
you use is solid and not falling apart
and, if needed, have someone at the
bottom holding it steady. If there is
ice on your roof, throw some calcium
chloride (small round white pellets for
melting ice) up there to melt the ice
first and then climb up there.
Oh Christmas Tree – Some people
must have a real tree. For them, it isn't
Christmas without a real tree. They
definitely smell nice, but there is a
danger if you don't take care of it. A
dry evergreen will light on fire fast and
hot if precautions are not taken. If you
use a real tree, use a tree stand for live
trees that can hold water for the tree to
sit in. If it was not freshly cut, cut the
end of the stump off before putting it
in the stand. Keep it well watered and
use a tree preservative to help it last
longer. Be sure to take it down soon
after the holiday is over and dispose of
it using a tree disposal bag. You can
find these bags at your local hardware
or home improvement store. While it
is up, keep it away from any source of
spark or heat, so there is no risk of it
catching fire.
Have a safe and merry Christmas.
Remember to be safe and know your
limits. Hire someone to do something
that you are unable to do because
of physical limitations or limits in
expertise. Next month I will discuss
winter and snow concerns. Rumor has
it that this winter will be colder and
snowier than previous years, but we
will see what happens.

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar
Celebrating 180 Years!

St. Clair County Health Department
Now Offering Family Planning Services

Submitted by Sandy Mangan, FNP-BC, Nursing Supervisor, Teen Health Center

The St. Clair County Health Department has re-established its Title X Family
Planning Program. Title X is the only federal grant program dedicated solely to
providing individuals with comprehensive family planning and related preventive
health services.
This program is a voluntary, confidential and affordable, high quality
reproductive health program for insured and uninsured men, women and teens.
Services related to birth control, sexual health, STD testing/treatment, pregnancy
testing and counseling are now available.
Clinic hours are once a week, every Wednesday at the main office located at
3415 28th Street in Port Huron. Appointments are required. Call (810) 987-5300
for more information.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to
be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the
end of the year! On December 16, 2016, one winner will be
drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person will
be notified.
For our November contest, we asked our readers to identify
the young boy, now a famous person, who is pictured to the
right.
Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Cheryl
Scheuer of St. Clair, Michigan, was randomly chosen to be
entered into the year-end drawing. Cheryl identified that the person pictured is
Ozzy Osbourne.
Ozzy Osbourne was born on December 3, 1948, as John Michael Osbourne.
He is an English singer, songwriter, television personality
and actor who has earned the informal title of “Godfather
of Heavy Metal”. In the 1970s, he was the lead vocalist
of the heavy metal band, Black Sabbath, from which he
was fired in 1979. Since that time he has had a successful
solo career. He went on to release 11 studio albums, the
first seven of which were all awarded multi-platinum
certifications in the U.S.
For our December contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what the object pictured on the left is.

GOOD LUCK!
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8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI 48063

MASONRY EXPERTS
AFFORDABLE • PROFESSIONAL • QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
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Builder’s License No. 2102181179
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Truckmount Steam Cleaning
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Upholstery • Emergency
Water Extractions

1725 Michigan Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060
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Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!
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Clean carpet means
less allergies and quality
indoor air control.

CALL BEFORE OR AFTER THE HOLIDAYS!
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1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus

to cling onto our pain and negative
habits because their familiarity brings
“What is Love? I have met in the some level of comfort. Somehow, we
streets a very poor young man who have squeezed and distorted these
was in love. His hat was old, his coat discomforts past our initial safety
worn, the water passed through his boundaries and brought them into
shoes and the stars through his soul.”
the realms of our comfort zones. We
– Victor Hugo
have become “close” to these negative
feelings, like having a daily prolonged
“A wedding is a funeral where you discussion with a neighbor about
smell your own flowers.”
anything that there was to complain
		
– Eddie Cantor
about. Somehow, solace is gained in
this repeated exchange of pessimistic
Which of the above quotes does emotion and energy. Despite the
your love life better resonate with…? backward step this creates, we still
And chances are the basis for these receive a soothing effect because it
feelings will be tied into whether your is a known entity. And when we fear
relationship is growing, or whether it the unknown, or growth, or anything
is stagnant and mired in the comforts outside of our familiar paradigms, the
of excessive safety. While there are “known” has a way of not looking so
countless ways for our self and our bad.
relationship to grow – there also seems
●
Insecurities. Many of us lack
to be an endless array of how we can the courage and confidence to move in
trip over and become tangled within the direction of our own voice. Instead,
safety’s web as well. Let’s take a look we have allowed ourselves to hear more
at a few of those:
loudly and clearly the voice of others
(including our partner’s). This
WHERE IS YOUR TIPPING POINT?
path will never lead us to our
intended purpose. The longer
we remain deaf to our true
calling – the more silent our
voice becomes. Fortunately,
SAFETY
GROWTH
we always have the power to
reverse this by tuning in and
●
Fear to communicate. An amplifying our own calling!
important element for resolving fears
●
Being right. Too often we
is being able to confront and candidly operate on the ego driven premise that
discuss them with our partner. “I am right” and “you are wrong”. This
However, in many relationships there duality minimizes the possibilities
is a fear to be totally honest – a concern for looking at things differently and
that our partner will become upset opening the door for new insights and
or hurt, fearing they won’t like our perspectives. We then spend (waste)
specific feelings, thoughts, or what we time in trying to prove and justify all
have to say. Unspoken and unresolved the reasons why we are so correct!
emotions can turn into resentment – Though our subconscious mind may
an especially negative and destructive be trying to tell us otherwise, we filter
relationship energy. As uncomfortable or block these signals – drowning
as it may be to (tactfully) share them out with the louder voice of our
thoughts that may bring a negative or righteousness. This cycle of proving
hurtful response, it is still the better just how right we are blinds us to the
choice rather than keeping them in growth opportunities that are right in
the dark. Honesty isn’t just important front of us.
when it is convenient!
●
Masking weakness as strength.
●
Negative emotional habits. As Sometimes we create an illusion of
strange as it may seem, some of us tend strength while actually ducking out of
ThumbPrint News Columnist
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the “right thing to do”. These masks
disguise our weaknesses and create the
mirage of a higher growth path versus
the one we are actually on. One of
the most common masks is trying to
camouflage our fears of true intimacy
(especially men). We act as though we
are too strong to need it, when in fact it
scares the heck out of us. This lack of
courage in revealing our underbelly (to
ourselves and our partner) and all its
perceived shortcomings, can become a
very formidable barrier in our growth
path. Lasting growth is primarily an
emotional journey, so if we cannot
become truly close to what we or our
partner are feeling (and why), we
won’t make a big impact toward our
potential.
●
Previous failures. Our past
attempts for improvement, change, and
growth that fell short of our wishes,
can have a fatiguing and burnout
effect. The more repeated our failures
have become, the more difficult it is
to summon the courage and energy to
keep trying. It becomes much easier to
give up than to make another attempt.
Remember, failures (especially those
of the same pattern) are to be learned
from – making them a valuable tool in

our growth passage. Let them become
a stepping stone … not a rut or a dead
end. A failure is only true if we have
not learned from it!
Sometimes life’s lessons can
seemingly jade the beautiful facets
of growth. When this happens,
developing and honing our capabilities
can be perceived as too difficult, too
much work, too time consuming,
or too much trouble. In any case,
a “reality” is then established that
predetermines and dictates a limiting
attitude toward our possibilities. Don’t
short change your future by becoming
too comfortable. As Anais Nin stated,
“And the day came when the risk to
remain tight in a bud was more painful
than the risk it took to blossom”. Strive
to create a landscape within your self
and your relationship that continually
seeks that next growth step – drawing
your potential ever closer!
Thanks for reading! If you would
like more information or have any
questions or comments, please email
me at 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, since there are
so many … we will continue looking at
the factors that help determine whether
we lean toward safety or growth.

at (810) 794-5678. We make mouse calls!
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The Best Christmas
Card Ever!
Submitted by Colleen Kelley

Lois Wagner Memorial Library, Richmond
In this technological time of communicating
by cell phone, email, texting, Skype, Facebook,
Facetime and all the rest – sending and receiving
an actual card is becoming more and more rare.
Sending and receiving the very same Christmas
card for nearly seven decades is very rare, indeed.
Some have speculated that sending and receiving
the same Christmas card for nearly seven decades
may be a world record!
Back in 1948 – before present day technology – two
twelve-year-old Richmond boys mailed a Christmas
card (with a 1¢ stamp) to each other. Their holiday
tradition began when the boys decided to send the
Photo of Arthur Hebel by his same card back and forth as a joke to one another at
daughter, Angela LaHaie
Christmastime, for as long as they could.
For nearly seven decades this same holiday greeting has been sent and/or
received by Arthur “Art” Hebel and William “Bill” Nichols. Art still happily lives in
his hometown of Richmond, Michigan; Bill moved to Fort Wayne, Indiana, in the
1960s. Their festive Christmas card is the only contact between Art and Bill.
During the decades, both young boys grew into responsible men, married
Richmond girls, succeeded in their chosen occupations, faithfully provided for
their families, and happily retired. Art is the proud grandfather of thirteen...with
two great-grandbabies due in 2017. In spite of their very busy lives, Art and Bill
remained determined to keep their annual Christmas card tradition alive.
Instead of the 1¢ stamp affixed to the holiday card in 1948 – Art gladly paid
$7.75 to send their precious card by registered mail last year. Naturally, Art and
Bill’s sixty-nine-year-old Christmas card is showing a little wear and tear after all
these years. However, the message inside the card, and the enduring friendship it
signifies, remains consistent – even with the passing of time. Merry Christmas!

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060

Pick up and drop off at Super K-Mart in Port Huron. Other pick up locations avaliable - Call for details.

th
December 16
me
7:30pm showti n
$ 9 per perso
7
n at 5:30pm
Depart Port Huro

Coming Marc
h 2017!

75 per person
– 8:00pm show
time

call to book your seat at

or reserve your seat online

810-982-7433 www.982ride.com
CASINO DAY TRIPS
25/person

$

December 10th
39 per adult
$20 per child (0-4)
$

Depart Port Huron at
5:00pm

Depart Port Huron at 9am

DEC. 7TH & 21ST – JAN. 4th & 18th
FEB. 1st & 15th

$

DEC. 14TH & 28TH – JAN. 11th & 25th
FEB. 8th & 22nd

ay!
d
o
T
s
r
u
o
Y
Get

Page 22		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

who worked in Detroit
as a police officer, was
given the task of finding
a way to alleviate the
congestion on the city
streets. His official title
was Superintendent
of Signals for the
department. Potts’
innovation not only
made the streets safer,
but it also eliminated
the need for officers to
direct traffic. Despite
the fact numerous
people were attempting to
create a traffic mechanism
to fix roads throughout
the country, every one prior to Potts’
prototype used the same color scheme
‒ green for go and red for stop. His
simple solution of placing a warning
color in between the two, which would
tell drivers the traffic was about to
shift, made maneuvering on roads
much safer. His idea came from the
automatic control system used by the
railroads as early as the 1830s. In order
to design his traffic light, Potts used
approximately $37 worth of electrical
controls and wires. Potts' invention
made national headlines in 1920 when

BAD AXE CITY

Continued from Page 1

control were born in
the Mitten State.
One of the first
attempts to curb the
fatalities associated
with motorized vehicles
unfolded in Detroit
when the city decided
to assign police officers
to intersections to direct
traffic. This was a very
unpopular job among
cops, occupying a
large percentage of the
police force ‒ a quarter
of the 1,000 officers on
staff in the city were used to direct
traffic. While this did alleviate
some confusion on the roads, many
people didn’t understand the hand
signals the police used to guide
motorists. In 1909, vehicles in the
United States totaled 200,000, but
just seven years later that number
surged to 2.25 million, according to
the Automobile Club of America.
While this statistic covered the
whole country, residents around
Michigan had unprecedented access
to buying a car compared to other
areas of the country. In Michigan,
nearly everyone had the ability to
acquire an automobile regardless of
their income, while in New York it
was usually only chauffeurs driving
the rich around. Detroit caught the
attention of the country again in
1911, when the ingenious idea to
use the machines that painted lines
on tennis courts to designate crossing
sections was used. This was also used
to mark no parking areas because
drivers often stopped in front of a store
and left their cars in the middle of the
road for hours. The first line dividing
the road down the middle appeared
in the United States in the same year,
triggering many other experiments
on the roadways. One change that is
still in use today is the one-way street,
which appeared in the Eastern Market
first, before eventually making its way
to Belle Isle, as well. Another trial,
that never caught on, was designating
certain streets for specific types of
vehicles, such as supply trucks and
taxis; this was known as channelizing.
By 1915, Detroit was in the national
spotlight again when the first stop sign
was installed. Inventors began working
on a traffic signal to eliminate the need
for police officers to direct traffic.
One of the first prototypes consisted
of a round green light and a red

to read online anytime!

illuminated star. While this was a step
in the right direction, it still required
an officer to manually adjust the sign
for the correct direction. Due to the
danger of standing in the intersection,
structures known as crow’s nests were
installed as a platform for the police
to avoid the hazards of sitting in the
middle of an intersection. The first
tower was installed at the intersection
of Woodward and Grand Boulevard.
In an attempt to warn drivers that the
traffic signal was about to change,
officers blew a whistle 10 seconds
before switching it. However, this
didn’t work very well because engine
and road noise often drowned out the
high pitched signal.
Electrical traffic lights with built in
timers started appearing as early as
1917. While they did eliminate the
need for officers to direct traffic, which
saved the city a ton of money, it also
needed to be wound up periodically,
similar to clocks at the time. Around
the second decade of the 1900s, a Bad
Axe native named William Potts,

.
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the first automated tri-colored fourway traffic light in the country was
installed at Michigan and Woodward
Avenue in Detroit.
By 1921, there were already 15
towers constructed around the city
adorned with his creation. It is said
that compared to the officer-ran traffic
control, the new automatic stoplight
cost one tenth to operate. While Potts is
still generally considered responsible
for inventing the traffic light as we
know it today, he never obtained a
patent on his design. As a result, he
missed out on an opportunity to cash in
on a substantially large sum of money.
Garrett Morgan of Ohio, applied
and received a patent for the traffic
light on November 20, 1923. Shortly
after this, he sold his idea to General
Electric for $40,000 who then began
mass producing them to be installed
throughout the country.
Even after nearly a century, Potts’
original idea for the tri-colored
stop light still remains the same.
Unfortunately for him, he is not always
recognized as the inventor because he
never went through the legal process.
Just imagine how dangerous the roads
would be today if stoplights still turned
from green to red with no warning.
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your carpets!
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and older, $5 for ages 3-11, free for children
under 3. Reservations for horse drawn
tour required. For more information
call (586) 752-3202

Romeo - December 3
William Russell Christmas
Concert, Romeo Masonic Lodge, 231 N.
If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2016. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

Flint - December 6
Holiday Walk at the Flint Cultural
Center, 1310 E. Kearsley St., 5:30 p.m.

‒ 8:00 p.m. (tree lighting at 5:15 p.m.)
Festivities include: caroling and live music,
a visit with Santa Claus, planetarium
shows, fun holiday theatre activities, hands
on arts and crafts, refreshments and more.
Free, however we ask those who can to
bring a non-perishable food, clothing item
or personal care item to be donated to the
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan. For more
information call (810) 237-7333.

Huron

Bad Axe - December 3, 4,
10, 11, 17 & 18
Christmas in the Village, Pioneer

Lapeer - December 6
Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion

Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 4:45 p.m. ‒
7:00 p.m. $7 per person, $6 seniors, $4 ages
7 - 12 (under 7 free). Public welcome. All
proceeds go towards scholarship fund. For
more information call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - December 11
Sports Card, Nascar, Die Cast and
Toy Show, American Legion Post 16,
1701 W. Genesee St., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 4:30 p.m.
Free admission. For more information or to
rent a table call Doug at (810) 407-1984.

Lapeer - December 13
Taco Night, American Legion Post 16,

1701 W. Genesee St., 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m.
Lower Hall. Public welcome. $2 per taco.
For more information call (810) 728-7121.

Lapeer - December 31
New Year's Eve Extravaganza,

Log Village downtown by Bad Axe City
Park, 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. The Village
grounds and cabins will be decorated with
Christmas lights. There will be music and
a chance to visit Santa's workshop and
see vintage toys and the elves at work. In
the one-room schoolhouse there will be a
Village mystery search and puzzles. Free
admission. For more information call
(989) 550-2733 or (989) 269-9315.

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., in ballroom, doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner by Scotties Catering at 8:00 p.m.
includes champagne toast, party favors,
drawings and entertainment. $30 per
person - vets 10% off. Cash bar. For more
information contact (810) 664-9312 or
americanlegion16@gmail.com.

Bad Axe - December 17
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Macomb

Huron County Senior Center, 150 Nugent
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Admission
$5. Bring finger food and friends!
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio. Entertainment by Lighthouse
Three. For more information call
Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer

Lapeer - December 6 & 20
Military Moms Support Group,

American Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee
St., 6:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Free support
group. For more information call
(810) 728-7121.

Chesterfield Twp. - December 1
Chesterfield Township Library
Book Fair, 50560 Patricia Ave., 1:00

p.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m. Over 20 local authors will
be present talking about their books. With
many great choices and genres to choose
from, it will be easy to give a book this
Christmas. For more information contact
Alan at alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

Romeo - December 2 & 3
Starlight Christmas 1865, Simpson

Park Camp, 70199 Campground Rd., 5:30
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Horse drawn wagon tours,
living nativity with animals, caroling and
luminaria lit paths. Tickets $10 for ages 12

Main St., 7:30 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for
Starkweather members. William Russell is
a classical guitarist. For more information
call Dave at (586) 752-3001
or (586) 337-1132.

New Baltimore - December 4
Flea Market, VFW Hall, 35011 23 Mile

Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 2:30 p.m. Free admission.
Table rental to sell is only $10. A breakfast
will be available to purchase in the lounge
area. For more information call Michelle at
(586) 746-6242 or Kay at (810) 388-0908.

Romeo - December 8
"Tis the Season" Christmas
Brunch, Romeo Center, 361 Morton St.,

10:00 a.m. Join us for a delicious Christmas
brunch and an afternoon of entertainment
(with Ron and Trish), raffle prizes and if
you want to participate in the gift game,
be sure you bring a new $1 gift wrapped
in a brown paper bag. Must register by
December 4. $6 for residents, $7 for
non-residents. For more information call
Melissa at (586) 752-9601.

Richmond - December 11
Christmas with Elvis Fundraiser,

the Aud, 68931 Main St., 2:00 p.m. ‒ 3:30
p.m. Stars the Elvis impersonator, Darren
Hagel and the Burnin' Love Band. Tickets
are $10 and may be purchased at KO
Music, 29 Mile and NorthAve., the Aud or
at the door. Funds will be used to support
performing art and fine art programs in
Richmond and the surrounding area.
For more information contact Bob at
rmjones@provide.net.

Utica - December 11
Christmas Holdiay Dance, K of

C Utica, 44425 Utica Rd., dinner 1:30
p.m., dance 3:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Dinner
and dance $28 - dance only $17. Dinner
reservations needed by December 6.
Band will be Diddle Styx (Grand Rap).
Sponsored by the Warren Polka Booster
Club. For more information call Pat at
(586) 566-8936 or Rose at (586) 863-3780.

New Baltimore - December 14
1st Annual "Christmas Around the
World" Sleigh Races, Cedar Glen
Golf Club, 53834 25 Mile Rd., doors open
at 5:00 p.m., formal dinner at 6:00 p.m.,
sleigh races begin at 6:45 p.m. Tickets
are $25 per person; full table of 8 is $200.
Also there will be a Christmas bulb raffle
and trackside betting. Dress for this event
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in your most creative Christmas sweater.
Tickets must be purchased in advance by
calling (586) 725-5148.

Oakland

Auburn Hills - December 2
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony,

MOMS Memorial, Auburn Rd. at Squirrel
Rd., 6:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Includes visits
with Santa and Mrs. Claus, wagon rides
through downtown Auburn Hills, s'mores,
crafts, keepsake photos and more. All
events are free. For more information visit
http://oaklandcountymoms.com/auburnhills-tree-lighting-ceremony26443/.

St. Clair

St. Clair - November 25 December 24
St. Joseph's Children's Choir
Christmas Benefit, Cap'n Jim's

Gallery, 201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4,
10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. A special painting
"Coming Home" was created for this
benefit. Whoever donates $20 or more
to this organization will receive a J. Clary
collector print of "Coming Home". All
funds collected will go directly to St.
Joseph's Academy. On December 17, hear
50-60 children sing Christmas carols and
enjoy delicious soup provided by Achatz
Soup from Skratzch. For more information
call Jim at (810) 329-7447.

St. Clair County - December 1-7
Bottle and Can Drive. Proceeds

to benefit the Wings of the Harbor
Transitional Living Program for Homeless
Youth in Port Huron, St. Clair County,
Michigan. Woman's Life Insurance Society
will match the first $500 raised! For
drop-off locations call (810) 392-5136.

Marine City - December 1 & 2
"The Mouse that Roared", a TwoAct Comedy, Washington Life Center,
403 N. Mary St., 7:00 p.m. Tickets $10.
Presented by the Algonac Community
Theatre. For more information contact
Mary at mandsadkins@gmail.com.

Port Huron - December 1, 15 &
January 5 & 19
"Until There's a Cure, There's
Care", Lake Huron Medical Center, 2601

Electric Ave., 5:30 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. This is a
free series designed for caregivers of those
living with dementia. To register for the
program call Rosemary at (810) 216-1035.

St. Clair - December 1
A Thousand Letters Home, St. Clair
Library, 310 S. 2nd St., 6:30 p.m. Teresa
Irish, author of A Thousand Letters
Home, will take you on an inspirational
life-affirming journey based on the
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)
1,000 letters her father wrote home from
WWII. All ages will be inspired. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

Algonac - December 2 & 3
Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale,

Restoration Branch of Jesus Christ Church,
818 Market St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. For
more information call (810) 794-5534.

Clyde Twp. - December 2
International Symphony Orchestra
Presents "The Heavens Rejoice",
Hillside Wesleyan Church, 5114 N. River
Rd., 7:30 p.m. Adult $28, senior $26,
student $7. Tickets may be purchased at the
Port Huron Music Center, 2700 Pine Grove
Ave., Port Huron. For more information
visit www.theiso.org or email
iso@rivernet.net.

Marine City - December 2 - 18
A Christmas Carol, the Musical,

Riverbank Theatre, 358 S. Water St.,
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday and Sunday matinees at 3:00 p.m.
Tickets $26. For more information visit
www.riverbanktheatre.com or call
(810) 278-1749.

Port Huron Twp. - December
2, 3 & 4
Blue Water Humane Society 34th
Annual Christmas "Pawzaar", 4100
Griswold, 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday, 11:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday. Christmas gifts, decorations, white
elephant items, knick knacks, household
items. Logo sweatshirts, T-shirts, toys,
jewelry, our famous catnip socks and
more. Pet pix with Santa on Sunday from
11:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. $10 each. For more
information, to purchase raffle tickets or to
donate items (tax deductible) call Judy at
(810) 794-7906.

Capac - December 3
Cranberry Christmas Craft Show,

Capac Historical Museum, 401 Kempf,
10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. Horse drawn wagon
rides offered from 12:00 p.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m.
For more information contact Jan at
(810) 395-7889 or (800) 361-8877.

Capac - December 3
Cranberry Christmas Winter
Farmers Market, 585 N. Main, 11:00

a.m. ‒ 5:30 p.m. Indoor shopping for fresh
cranberries, cranberry gifts, holiday greens,
poinsettias, soaps, fresh eggs, veggies,
fruit syrups, honey, jams, baked goods,
jar mixes, homespun goods and Michigan
authors. For more information
contact Jan at
(810) 395-7889 or (800) 361-8877.

Marine City - December 3
Merrytime Christmas, downtown

Marine City and Sombra, Canada. An
old-fashioned citywide celebration
from 10:00 a.m. ‒ 10:00 p.m. So many
activities - too many to list here!
Visit merrytimechristmas.com
for all of the details.

Port Huron - December 3
"Elvis in Hawaii" Dinner Show,

Charles A. Hammond American Legion
Post 8, 1026 6th St., 5:00 p.m. ‒ 10:00 p.m.
This is a luau-style fundraiser with an allyou-can-eat Hawaiian buffet and tribute
artist Elzie Dixon as Elvis. Tickets $15 per
person in advance, $20 at the door or $100
per 8 person round table, $50 per 4 person
round table. Tickets can be purchased at
the Post. Call (810) 982-9553 for more
information.

Algonac - December 9 - 11,
15 - 18 & 21 - 23
13th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk, parking at the

ThumbPrint News office, 8061 Marsh Rd.,
where you will board a shuttle to take you
to and from the home from 5:30 p.m. ‒ 9:00
p.m. (Last shuttle leaves for the home at
8:00 p.m. as the self-guided, walking tour
will take about one hour.) Walk through
a 9,500 square foot log home decorated
inside with over 180 trees with ornaments
from the 1850s until the present. It is truly
a magical experience. Tickets are $15
for adults and $8 for children ages 2 - 15
(under 2 are free). Tickets can be prepurchased by calling (810) 794-2300 or
are also available at the Marsh Rd. location
(listed above) on each night the Walk
is open. For more information call the
number listed above
or visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com.

794-5678 to clean your chimney for Santa!

opening of hives, 6:30 p.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m. Club
meeting. Learn more about honeybees
and meet fellow beekeepers. Open to all.
New beekeepers and seasoned beekeepers
welcome. For more information call Garth
at (810) 455-4030.

Sanilac

Sandusky - December 10
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 6:00 p.m.
catered dinner ($10 – sign-up necessary),
dancing from 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m.
($5 for members and $6 for guests). Bring
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends.
Entertainment provided by The Natural
Tones. For more information call
Leola at (810) 657-9349 or
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Sandusky - December 31
Thumb Dance Club Special New
Year's Eve Dinner/Dance, Maple

Valley School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:30
p.m. potluck (Club provides scalloped
potatoes and fried chicken), dancing from
8:30 p.m. ‒ 12:30 a.m. Noisemakers, hats
and balloons galore provided for this funfilled evening for only $10. Entertainment
provided by Lighthouse Three. For more
information call Leola at (810) 657-9349 or
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.
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Tuscola

Millington - December 5
Annual Christmas in the Village
Event, Millington-Arbela Historical

Museum, 8534 State St., 6:00 p.m. ‒ 7:30
p.m. The museum will be serving free hot
chocolate and cookies. There are lots
of fun events throughout the town.
For more information call
(989) 871-5508 and leave a message or
email millingtonarbelahistoricalsociety@
hotmail.com.

Wayne

Royal Oak - December 1 - 4,
15 - 23 & 26 - 31
Wild Lights at the Detroit Zoo,

8450 W. 10 Mile Rd. 5:30 p.m. - 9:00
p.m. A spectacular holiday light display
where more than five million LED lights
illuminate trees, buildings and the more
than 100 animal sculptures on a trail
through the front half of the Zoo. Event
also features figure skating performances
and the Wildlife Photographer of the Year
exhibition. $10 per person in advance and
$13 at the gate for ages 2 and older (under
2 admitted free); parking is $6 per car.
Tickets and more information are available
online at www.detroitzoo.org. For more
information contact Patricia at
(248) 336-5757

United Construction
Specialist in Energy Efficient, Custom Modular & Site-Built Homes

Marine City - December 10
Marine City Civic Women's Club
Annual Holiday Home Tour, 5:00

p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. The six featured homes
will be decorated for the holidays along
with a tour of Community Pride and
Heritage Museum and the Washington
Life Center which includes the Jack Morris
Veterans Memorial. Fellowship Baptist
Church will serve as a warming station
with restrooms. Tickets are $10 and may
be purchased at The Sweet Tooth, Vera
Grace Emporium, Parkside Printing,
Community Pride and Heritage Museum
and Suzanne's Fashions. For further
information or to reserve your ticket,
call Caroline at (810) 765-5445
or Lou at (810) 765-0248.

Goodells - December 20, January
17, February 21, March 21
& April 18
Pine River Beekeeping Club,
Pine River Nature Center, 2585 Castor
Rd., 5:00 p.m. ‒ 6:30 p.m. dicussion and

Modular Homes Have Come a Long Way.
• Our Homes Heat for 80% LESS
• One Contractor from Start to Finish
• Fire Restoration Services

810.648.3299 • 855 W. Sanilac (M-46), Sandusky
www.unitedconstructionhomes.com
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Armada, Michigan, Native
Serves Aboard Warship
Named after the
United States of America

from everyone
everyone at
at
from

Submitted By Petty Officer Jamal McNeill

Navy Office of Community Outreach Public Affairs

To Advertise with Us Please Call Lisa at

CHOK.com

888-530-3426

A 2010 high school graduate and Armada, Michigan, native is playing a key role
in supporting the newest and largest amphibious warship in the Navy.
Petty Officer 3rd Class Jake
Diepenbrock is an operations
specialist serving aboard USS
America based in San Diego,
California. America is the fourth
warship to be named for the United
States.
As an operations specialist,
Diepenbrock is responsible for
maintaining the ship's schedule and
monitoring contacts that are nearby
while at sea. “My job is very unique
because the people that I work with make my job great," said Diepenbrock. "Being
in a tight-knit workspace, we are able to form bonds and friendships that will last
a lifetime."
America is equipped with a fuel-efficient, hybrid electric propulsion system,
which is an energy initiative designed to increase range, endurance and longer
deployments while enhancing America's combat capability. It’s 844 feet long and
106 feet wide and weighs nearly 45,000 tons, with two gas turbine engines that
push the ship through water at more than 22 knots.
Her mission is to support a wide spectrum of military operations and missions,
including putting Marines ashore for combat operations, launching air strikes,
keeping sea lanes free and open for the movement of global commerce, and
delivering humanitarian aid following a disaster like the typhoon that devastated
the Philippines in 2013.
As a member of the U.S. Navy’s finest warships, Diepenbrock said he and other
sailors are proud to be part of the most capable amphibious force in the world.
“Serving on this ship is a really unique experience," said Diepenbrock. "As a
plank owner, one of the first sailors to serve on this country's namesake ship, it's a
privilege that this name holds a prestige that will follow me throughout my career."
Sailors’ jobs are highly varied on America, according to Navy officials. Their job
includes keeping all parts of the ship running smoothly. This includes everything
from maintaining aircrafts and engines, processing paperwork, to handling
weapons, and flying the aircraft.
Serving in the Navy, Diepenbrock is learning about being a more responsible
leader, sailor and person through handling numerous responsibilities. "The Navy
has taught me patience and how to work as a team player," said Diepenbrock. "I
realized that every job, no matter how small, is important to the success of our
mission.”

"Why Being There Matters"

On our planet, more than 70 percent of which is covered by water, being
there means having the ability to act from the sea. The Navy is uniquely
positioned to be there; the world's oceans give the Navy the power to protect
America's interests anywhere, and at any time. Your Navy protects and defends
America on the world's oceans. Navy ships, submarines, aircraft and, most
importantly, tens of thousands of America's finest young men and women are
deployed around the world doing just that. They are there now. They will be
there when we are sleeping tonight. They will be there every Saturday, Sunday
and holiday this year. They are there around the clock, far from our shores,
defending America at all times.
Thank you very much for your support of the men and women in the U.S. Navy,
deployed around the clock and ready to protect and defend America on the world's
oceans.
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YOU DECIDE
THIS

or

THIS

Don't wait
until it’s
too late.

Take
precautions
now to make
sure you have
a clean, safe
chimney
system.

Creosote

Santa’s Safety is
Important to Us!
YOUR’S IS TOO!!!

Call Your Local
Chimney Sweeping
Crew at:

ABC

Creosote

Just another way we
provide quality
and caring service to
our valued customers.

Typical
Chimney
Diagram

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

(810) 794-5678 to pump your septic!
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The Thumb Bird group is a social group
established by ThumbPrint News for our
readers who spend part of the year residing in
one of the nine counties covered by ThumbPrint
News (Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Macomb,
Oakland, St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola or Wayne) and
part of the year in Florida. It has grown to include
over 80 members. Each year we get together in Florida in
the wintertime and in Michigan in the summertime for a potluck lunch or dinner and
a chance to socialize. If you are a Thumb Bird but have not yet joined our group and
would like to become a member, all we need is your name, your email, your phone
number and your addresses in both Michigan and Florida, and we will welcome you
to our group and also send you an invitation to our winter event. Please send your
information to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Some of the Thumb Birds have
become friends and now meet as small groups throughout different times of the
year as well.
The group has met for the first six get-togethers in Sarasota, Florida, in the winter
and in Algonac, Michigan, in the summer. However, we are looking to expand to
other areas of Florida and Michigan, if one of our current members or a new Thumb
Bird would be so gracious as to host the next get-together. To join our group or to
volunteer to host our next potluck, email ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
We are also inviting our current Thumb Birds to submit their favorite Florida photos.
We will select some to print in future editions of the paper in our Thumb Bird
section. Those photos may be emailed in high quality jpeg format to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Be sure to include your name and city and a few
words about the photo or photos you submit.
Here is a photo our editor, Diane Kodet,
recently took outside of a church in
Sarasota, Florida. As a cat lover and owner
of several cats, she found this quite
amusing – and also relevant to several
cats she has owned in the past.

By Pat Daly,

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

“Fred, I don’t have anything to cook today, and the grocery specials don’t start
till tomorrow.”
“Not to fret. How about we go out for those Delicious Dollar Delight
hamburgers?”
Freda grinned. “Why Fred, you do come up with a humdinger of an idea every
once in a while. We’ll get our usual 10 and, of course, one for Kaatt and two for
Deeogee. Oh, I almost forgot, Francine said she may stop by with the kids. I
better get 10 or 12 for them. How many does that make, Fred?”
“Well, that depends if we get 10 or 12. I say get 25 to be safe.”
They returned home, fed Kaatt and Deeogee, and sat down to enjoy their
Delights, when the phone rang.
“Oh, that’s all right. We’ll see you next week. Looks like we have a whole lot
of Delights all for ourselves.”
“I could eat a couple more right now. Pass me a bag.”
Fred turned on the TV and reached for another Delight. Absorbed in the latest
baseball trading hoopla, he downed a couple more, then a couple more. Freda
decided to rearrange her pots and pans. While doing so, she ate a Delight every
time she stopped to make a decision as to what would go where best. Fred
finished with the latest non-news, then walked into the kitchen carrying what was
left of the Delights in his bag.
“Freda, how many do you have left?”
“Only a couple. Might just as well finish them off; they won’t taste so good
later.”
Later, by a couple of hours...
“Freda, I’m not feeling so delighted anymore. Where are the Tummies?”
“Sorry, Fred, I have a humdinger of a belly ache, and I took the last six.”
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BUY ONE
GET ONE...FREE

Reclinerama

Downtown Port Huron or Fort Gratiot
SALE ENDS 12/24/2016

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

$398

$598

$698

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

$898

$998

$998

$1,098

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

Buy One Get One Free

$1,098

$1,098

$1,298

$1,298

NORTH STORE

SOUTH STORE
Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores
Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

bensff.com

Compare at $1,599

NO

CREDIT CHECK

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

FINANCING

$798

OPEN 7 DAYS:
MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

