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Hosting the Party

On the evening of December 13, 2013, The History of the
Christmas Tree Walk opens its doors for the tenth year in a row
to a Christmas experience that is nothing short of magical! Over
130 exquisitely decorated Christmas trees are displayed on three
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levels of a 9,500 square foot
log home that has twice been
featured in national log home
magazines. However, it is
not just the sheer number of
trees that makes this holiday
tradition such a delight. It is
also the way the Christmas
Tree Walk began and the
organization and planning
that goes into this event
that makes this the premier
Christmas event in this area
not to be missed!
Allen and Diane Kodet
began collecting Christmas
ornaments over 30 years ago
as a hobby. At that time they
were mostly interested in antique ornaments which they would
find at antique stores, yard sales and flea markets. Each year their
collection would be displayed on their family Christmas tree.
However, their collection and their love of all things Christmas
See IT’S MAGICAL INSIDE, Page 14

A COPPER MINER’S LIFE
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO:

HOW IT LED TO A LABOR STRIKE AND THE ITALIAN HALL DISASTER
ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES IN
Ad sizes and prices vary.
Call (810) 794-2300 and see
how we can help you be seen
throughout your community.
Check out our classified
section on page 24. If you want your ad to get
attention, contact ThumbPrint News.

(810) 794-2300

By Donna Searight Simons
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

A hundred years ago marked a tumultuous time in Michigan’s
Copper Country. Copper miners were fed up with dangerous
working conditions, long hours and low pay, so they joined the
Western Federation of Miners and went out on strike in July of
1913. To make matters worse, on Christmas Eve, five months into
the strike, an unthinkable tragedy occurred that forever changed
the Copper Country. How did Houghton and Keweenaw counties
go from mines filled with hard-working men to daily picketing,
confrontations, accidents, and even death?
“Between 1890 and 1910 was the copper boom,” explained

the late John
“Cousin Jack”
Foster in a 1992
interview. Foster
was a resident of
Calumet and a
Copper Country
historian when
he died in 2003.
“On Mine Street
[in Calumet]
where copper
was discovered
there were 18
shafts - every
corner, every block, a shaft. Everything was lit up. It was
beautiful.” In the early twentieth century, Michigan’s Upper
See COPPER MINER’S LIFE, Page 20
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
The holiday season
has begun and with it
the relentless search
for the perfect gift for
everyone on our lists.
Some of us have to find
that newest advertised
toy that requires us to
run frantically from
store to store, trying
to find someplace that
hasn’t already sold out
of that elusive item.
Some of us have an
adult relative or friend
that seems to have
everything and yet
we still want to add
one more item to their
extensive collection. Some of us get
so caught up in the gift buying that
we lose sight of the true meaning of
Christmas, or whatever other religious
or non-religious holiday we are
celebrating.
My “Letter from the Editor” is
purposely short this time, as I wanted
to share some ideas (tongue-in-cheek)
for those hard to buy persons on our
lists. Taken from vintage ads on the

Enter to

WIN!

2 TICKETS
to the
10

Annual
History of the
Christmas Tree Walk
internet, it makes me realize how many
things have changed in this century. I
understand that some of the ads are not
politically correct, not up to today’s
safety standards, etc. But they do make
me laugh! I hope you enjoy them
as well and also I hope that you and
yours enjoy a happy, safe, meaningful
holiday season and that 2014 becomes
your best year ever!
DIANE KODET
Editor, ThumbPrint News
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for 2013!
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Winner will be notified by December 11th.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
Jewelry purchased between 11/29/13
- 12/24/13 at
Coughlin Jewelers will have the purchase price
refunded (excluding sales tax), if 4" of new snow
falls in a 12 hour period (12:00noon-12:00mid) on
New Years Eve (12/31/13).
See store for complete details.

ON NEW YEAR’S EVE

FREE!

By Charlotte Mitch
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I read the article about “Phoebe” in your
October edition, and it really hit home for
me.
I recently lost my 8 1/2 yr old female
Bengal, Ms. Tofuti Kline, at the end of
May this year. I got both her and her
Bengal brother (Aramis) in February 2005.
I taught both of them how to play fetch,
sit, shake, and sit up. Tofuti loved her kitty
treats and would even come up to me and
“shake” her little paw at me when she
wanted one, as if to say, “Look Mom! I
can do it. Now feed me my treat!” Funny
little girl.
Tofuti was diagnosed with mild
pancreatitis in May, and ended up passing
away while recovering from anesthesia
during IV insertion.
Tofuti was my baby. She was my sassy
little girl. When she meowed it sounded

more like squeaking than meowing. She
was always there with me, whatever I
was doing. She was such a good little
helper. She insisted on helping me with
my laundry, college school work, making
dinner, getting ready for work, making the
bed, etc. The best thing about her was that
she had this
GREAT BIG
personality,
and she let
everyone
know it.
She loved
kneading on
soft fuzzy
blankets,
so I started
to crochet
her one last
winter. She
even helped
with that! I

DOWNTOWN ST. CLAIR | 810-329-6866

was never
able to finish
the blanket
though for
her to enjoy
before she
passed.
Tofuti
loved sleeping
on the ledge
I installed by
the window,
so that she
could soak
up the sun.
Her favorite
toy was the make shift kitty tease I made
for her with a catnip mouse, shoelace and
stick. She loved trying to steal a lick of
your tuna or bacon if you left your plate
unattended.
She would sometimes flash those big
round pleading eyes at me, and I knew she
just needed to be picked up and hugged. It
was her way of telling me she needed some
kitty love.
Tofuti was my heart. I have found it
daunting to endure life without her squeaky
little voice, pleading eyes and fuzzy paws.
Eight and a half years was not enough with
my precious little girl. She has left this
world much too soon. She is missed dearly
by all of my family and friends that loved

her, and mostly by me.
I have included several photos of her,
because one photo just is not enough to
show how great she was.
Editor’s note: I am sure many of our
readers have or have had pets that left
paw prints on their hearts. We would love
for you to share your story of a beloved
pet. Perhaps you have a pet that could
do something remarkable. Perhaps you
have a touching story of a pet that was
rescued. Maybe your pet did something
heroic. Share your stories with us and
we will choose some of the best to print
in either our main monthly edition or
our bonus online edition. Don’t forget
to include a photo of your pet as well.
Email your stories and your photos to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and put
“Paw Prints” in the subject line.
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Have you ever
wondered about
how the area of
Michigan that we call
the “Thumb” first got that name?
If so, you will find the following article very interesting!
By William Easton
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I have watched several people point to
their thumbs to show a location somewhere
on the southwest shore of Lake Huron.
That gesture seemed so apt. Yet I wondered
who first thought of using that part of the
hand to point out a location on this part of
the state. I guessed that
this may have been
the way an elementary
teacher taught students
the state’s geography.
Since I lacked that
education, I wondered
about this visual use
of one’s thumb and the
history of that name
for this peninsula in the
lower part of the state.
I assumed that the
right hand was used
with palm up, although
the left would work
palm down. Of course
neither would include
the Upper Peninsula,
sometimes overlooked
by map makers.
Since the Michigan
is called the “Mitten State”, a more
obvious moniker than the rarely sighted
“Wolverine”, the extension of a thumb
from a mitten is anatomically correct. As
I understand it, also without the benefit
of an anatomy course, the Thumb can be
considered one of the five fingers. It is, of
course, structurally and positionaly quite

different than its neighbors. Officially
named “Pollex”, it has only two phalanges
(bones) while the others have three. But
more importantly, the thumb is opposable,
meaning that it alone can touch all the
others. So this digit, shared with Primates,
is vital to everyday functions such as
twisting, grabbing – and of course for
every politician,
shaking hands.
The exact
dimensions of
Michigan’s “Thumb
Area” may be a little
unclear. Usually the
five counties of Huron,
Tuscola, Sanilac,
Lapeer and St. Clair
are said to comprise
it. Occasionally
parts of Genesee
and Macomb could
be added. Historian
Gerard Schultz in
his slender text, “A
History of Michigan’s
Thumb” concludes
that it is “the area lying
between Lake Huron
and Saginaw Bay…” But he would stop at
the lower end of Lake Huron. That ignores
southern St. Clair County along the river
that flows out of Lake Huron into Lake St.
Clair. Saginaw Bay is a gulf of Lake Huron
measuring 1143 square miles. It separates
the Thumb area from the rest of lower
Michigan, just as there is open space on the
hand between the thumb and fingers.

Thumb
Opposition

Michigan’s Indian name was
“Skenchioe”, which may have meant
“red fox”, for the Fox Band that once
roamed here. The first European settlers,
the French, called the area, “Le Pays
Plat” - flat land. Their successors, the
British, continued to use that name
which appears on some 18th Century
maps. But I could find no use of the
name “Thumb” on any of the maps
or histories I consulted. It does
not appear in Dr. Walter Romig’s
definitive work “Michigan Place
Names”, although he does include
a lake in Charlevoix County given
that name because of its shape.
I doubt that the name “Michigan’s
Thumb” could be copyrighted.
Recently, there has been a flap
between Pure Michigan, the state
tourist program, and our neighboring
Great Lakes State, Wisconsin. It
seems that the Badger State, once
just a part of the old Michigan
Territory, had the audacity to
advertise its own thumb, the
Door Peninsula protruding
into Green Bay and Lake Michigan.
Apparently that potential remake of the
so called Toledo War has been resolved
between the cooler heads of respective
Republican governors.
Our Thumb area once boasted the finest
hardwood forests with a lumber industry
that brought in several railroad lines.
Many of the remaining small communities
began as stations and post offices. After the
devastating fires of 1871 and 1881 swept
across the region, farms were planted on
the still fertile soil. Today, the commercial
crops of soybeans and sugar beets support
a steady if not growing population.
Certainly the tourist trade supplements
that. Cottages are strung all along M-25,
which encircles the Thumb from Port
Huron to Quanicasse, (actually Bay City
and I-75, but the Indian named hamlet
seems more appropriate for the rural area).
Formerly called US-25, the two lane
highway provides a scenic alternative for
city folks anxious to get away “Up North”.

Huron

Tuscola

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

Sanilac

St. Clair
Macomb

Wayne

This bit of the “Sunrise” section of the
state has its own attractions. So it was a
smart commercial move for a newspaper
publishing “mother” to call her first bornTHE THUMBPRINT NEWS.
Editor’s note: If you are a Thumb Bird
and you spend part of the year in Florida,
why not join our Thumb Bird email list?
The only requirement to be on this list is
that you live or have lived in the Thumb
of Michigan which for our paper also
includes the counties of Oakland and
Wayne and that you now spend either
part or all of the year in Florida. Send
your first and last name, your mailing
address in both Michigan and Florida,
your phone number and email address to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and put
“Thumb Birds” in the subject line. In
January we will be sending out our first
ever invitation for a Thumb Bird gettogether where we can talk about Michigan
and Florida stuff and enjoy each other’s
company!

Coupon expires 12/31/13
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®
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$
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*Per Package
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By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Numerology is the science of numbers - a
system capable of character analysis using
numbers derived from names and birth dates in
an attempt to broaden the understanding of an
individual’s inner being and true nature.
Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher and
mathematician, is accredited as the founder
of numerology. Numerology incorporates the
Pythagorean concept that “all things can be
expressed in numerical terms because all things
are ultimately reducible to numbers”.
Numerology embraces the belief that
an individual enters a given life by choice,
at a designated time, and into a certain
environment, allowing the opportunity to further
evolve in consciousness. Numerology helps
to determine, as well as reflect, a person’s
characteristics, talents, motivations and path
in life. Numerology charts are referenced to
calculate and discover which number applies to
the individual.
Numerology charts consist of the numbers
one through nine, plus the master numbers
eleven and twenty-two. Together, the meanings
associated with these numbers encompass all
the experiences that life can present. Letters
of the alphabet are represented by numbers
and a numerology chart displays each letter’s

corresponding number. The sum of numbers in
an individual’s name, as well as birth date, have
a direct cosmic relation to themselves, and
equally attempts to answer “Who am I?”
To determine which number applies to
an individual, you must first add up all the
digits that make up that individual’s birth
date or name. This sum is further reduced by
consequently adding up the resulting digits until
a single digit answer is achieved. The number
relating to the individual’s name suggests their
personality, talents, and authentic self. The
number relating to the individual’s birth date
indicates their life path.
A simple example would be the year 2014.
Adding 2+0+1+4 equals 7. By referencing the
basic meanings of numbers, seven resonates
with Analysis, Introspection, Spirituality,
Solitude and Charm. Seven points to the
intelligent Seeker of Knowledge and to the
Pursuer of Perfectionism. Seven’s negative
attributes include Suspicion, Sarcasm and
Inflexibility. The implication made by the
number seven suggests that the upcoming year
will provide growth or challenges for each of us
in these areas.
The study of numbers is fascinating.
The enthusiast can delve into learning the
significance of numbers in scripture, the
meanings linked to repetitive numbers and
numbers that follow a sequence, the angelic
interpretation of numbers, and much more.
Numerology offers a practical approach to selfdiscovery and hidden mysteries.

Home & Commercial Services

FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM

Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

A multiservice company that you can trust!

BELTONE

has the only

2.4GHz streaming
wireless technology

in the USA

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
the middle ear

FREE
Hearing
Screening

$

Valued at

130

Expires 1/31/14

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services
May Receive Up To

Holiday Extravaganza
Rev. Rennae Hardy
Spiritual Intuitive
Reiki M. Tch

Savings Galore:

Buy One, Get One 1/2 price on selected Services
(includes Massages & Card Consultations)
... Buy One, Get One "FREE" FIR Sauna sessions...
Mystery Certificates...Merchandise Mark Downs ... More
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$

2,500

*

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Hearing Aids
as low as
Beltone Turn 75 Open Fit

Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase
or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 1/31/14

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand
of Hearing Aid.

Towards Two Hearing Aids*

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries

*Certain restrictions may apply

Offer expires 12/31/13

Saturday, Dec. 28th, 11 to 7 :

Easy
Payment
Plans
Available

Open House ... Get to know us * Tour our facility
* Connect with old and new acquaintances * Light Refreshments

995

$

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler
UAW
entitled to

2 FREE

*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Visit our website calendar: www.radiantbeings.net
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
25962 S. Knollwood Dr., Chesterfield, MI 48051
Located 1/2 mile N. of 21 Mile Rd. off Gratiot in the Apple Grove Plaza

(586) 949-0112

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816
LJ-0001042400-01

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Marine City
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com
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Gluten Free
Almond Vanilla
Coconut Cookies

Rosemary Romeo’s
Christmas Cookies

C
E
R

Makes about 20-24 cookies.

Submitted by K. Van Peteghem,
North Street

Ingredients:
• 2/3 cup (C & H Ultrafine pure
cane) sugar
• ½ stick softened butter
(don’t substitute - I use Land O’ Lakes)

• 1/3 cup milk (I use half percent
lowfat milk, but can sub with
almond, rice, or coconut milk)
• 2 tsp. organic vanilla extract
• ¾ cup white rice flour
(Bob Red Mills)
• 1/3 cup coconut flour
(Bob Red Mills)
• 2 Tablespoons potato starch not flour (Bob Red Mills)
• ½ tsp. Rumford reduced
sodium aluminum free/GF
baking powder
• ½ tsp. baking soda
• ½ cup finely crushed sliced
almonds
Directions:
1. Using hand mixer beat 2 minutes
sugar and softened butter until
creamy.
2. Add vanilla extract to milk and
pour into creamy mixture. Beat
additional one minute until well
blended.
3. Add the flours, baking soda,
baking powder, and crushed
almonds to wet mixture.
4. Gently fold until mixture is moist.
5. Drop by teaspoon onto parchment
paper lined cookie tray and bake in
350 degree oven until lightly golden
about 12-15 minutes.
6. Immediately and carefully remove
cookies onto rack to cool completely.

Submitted by Jacqueline Nelson

Ingredients:
• 4 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 tsp. baking powder
• 1 tsp. nutmeg
• ½ teaspoon salt
• ¾ cup butter
• 1 cup sugar
• 2 large eggs
• 1 tsp. vanilla extract
Directions:
1. Mix first 4 ingredients together in
a bowl and set aside.
2. In a separate bowl beat together
butter and sugar, then add eggs and
vanilla extract.
3. Mix well. Add half the flour
mixture until blended, then add the
rest, mixing with your clean hands, if
needed.
4. Chill mixture a few hours or
overnight.
5. When ready to bake, preheat
oven to 400 degrees F. Roll dough to
1/8” thickness and cut with floured
cookie cutters. *(Mom usually made
Christmas trees and I do too.)
6. Place 2” apart on ungreased
cookied sheets. Bake about 8
minutes or until edges just start to
brown. Decorate with glazed frosting

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com

Mini Cinnamon
Roll Cookies

and sprinkles.

December 2013

3. Bake at 350° for 8-10 minutes
or until set. Remove to wire racks
to cool completely. In a small bowl,
melt baking chocolate with remaining honey; stir until smooth. Drizzle
over cookies. Let stand until set.
Store in an airtight container.
Yield: about 2-1/2 dozen.

Chocolate
Snowball Cookies
Submitted by Bea Schmidt,
Port Huron Township

Ingredients:
• 1 cup butter, softened
• 1-3/4 cups sugar, divided
• 3 egg yolks
• 1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon
honey, divided
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2-1/2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar
• 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
• 8 ounces white baking
chocolate, chopped
Directions:
1.In a large bowl, cream butter and
1-1/4 cups sugar until light and
fluffy. Beat in egg yolks, 1 tablespoon honey and vanilla. Combine
the flour, baking powder, salt and
cream of tartar; gradually add to
creamed mixture and mix well.
2. Shape a heaping tablespoonful of
dough into a 6-in. log. In a shallow
bowl, combine cinnamon and remaining sugar; roll log in cinnamonsugar. Loosely coil log into a spiral
shape; place on a greased baking
sheet. Repeat, placing cookies 1
inch apart. Sprinkle with remaining
cinnamon-sugar.

Submitted By Jean Randall,
Harbor Beach

Ingredients:
• 3/4 cup butter, softened
• 1/2 cup sugar
• 1 egg
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1 cup chopped nuts
• 1 cup (6 oz) chocolate chips
• Confectioners’ sugar
Directions:
1. In a bowl, cream butter and sugar.
Add egg and vanilla; mix well. Combine flour and salt; stir into creamed
mixture. Fold in nuts and chips. Roll
into 1-in. balls.
2. Place on ungreased baking
sheets. Bake at 350° for 15-20
minutes. Cool cookies slightly before
rolling in confectioners’ sugar.
Yield: about 4 dozen.

THE COMPLETE AUCTION TEAM

BELLE RIVER
LIQUIDATORS & AUTIONEERS

*AUCTIONS AT YOUR LOCATION OR OURS
*PUBLIC AUCTIONS EVERY FRIDAY @ 6:30
*FOOD AUCTION 1ST FRIDAY OF EVERY
MONTH @6:30

81611 Main St.
Memphis, MI 48041

Wayne Nikodim
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

WRAP UP JOHN DEERE
DURING THE HOLIDAYS.
Shop Our Huge
Selection
• Sweatshirts, T-Shirts, Hats,
Signs
• Books, Baby Gifts, Mugs,
Pet Items
• Outdoor, Home Decor &
More

10% OFF
UNTIL
CHRISTMAS

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

†

4319 Lapeer Road, Port Huron • 810.984.1628

Green Christmas
Sale

We accept the Michigan Bridge Card (EBT)

www.jimrankinmeats.com
HOURS: Mon.,Tues., Wed., & Thurs., 9-5:30; Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

Christmas Specialties Order a Standing Rib Roast

Give genuine John Deere gifts this
holiday season. With everything from
expertly crafted toys and collectibles to
apparel from head to toe, we have the
perfect gift for every age group. Shop
Today!

(Prime Rib) for the Holiday!

• Standing Rib
Roasts
• Pork Crown
Roasts
• Rolled Beef/Pork Roasts
• Filet Mignon
• Dearborn Spiral Hams
• Semi-Boneless Hams
• Boneless Baked Hams
• Fresh Kielbasa
• Christmas Sausage

• Hand Tied
(Never Netted)
• Complimentary
Cooking Instructions
• Seasoned Free Upon Request
(Salt/Pepper/Garlic)
• Bone is Tied Back for Ease of
Carving
• Boneless Rib Roasts Available Too!

Product May Vary By Store

We Have Toys
For All Ages

• Baby & Toddler Toys
• 1/64 - 1/16 Toys Of All Kinds
• Lots In Stock For The Holidays

10% OFF THRU CHRISTMAS

Our Homemade Sausage and Jerky Make Great Gifts!

Deer Processing
$

75

Bring in your boneless venison
and have delicious venison
sausage made!

Check out our 2013 Venison Processing info at www.jimrankinmeats.com

†

Selection May Vary Selection May Vary The engine horsepower information is provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower will be less.
‡

AD3KKCU1AA48339-00360421

‡
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
Is there any way you can help make it
safer for us bicyclists to get around more
safely, like letting the readers know to
keep their eyes opened year around for
us? It would be gratefully appreciated.
Thank you very much from a loyal
reader of ThumbPrint News.
Andrew Cuty
Croswell, Michigan

anyone knows of any good beaches in
Florida to find driftwood?? I’ve been
working on some driftwood projects and
would like to continue my hobby while
in Florida this winter but the beaches
that I’m familiar with (Hutchinson
Island) don’t really seem to have much
driftwood. If there’s any way to post my
question to other Thumb Birds that might
be in the know, I’d sure appreciate it! It
would be great if I could stop somewhere
along the way on my drive down to
check out some driftwood beaches!

Dear Editor,

Hold my beer and watch this...
Cartoon courtesy of artist and humorist, Richard Lamson, creator of BirdvilleArt.com (copyright,
all rights reserved)

I picked up a copy of ThumbPrint
News at the hardware store in Yale,
Michigan a few days ago and saw your
article about being a Thumb Bird. I
thought I was a Snow Bird but I think
being a Thumb Bird would be more
fun!! I used to live in Yale when I bought
the old Yale Hospital and renovated it
as senior apartments and lived on the
premises. I sold the apartments a few
years ago and moved to St. Clair Shores
to be closer to my mother but I still get
up to Yale once a month or so.
I would like to other Thumb Birds if

Karen Marozi
St. Clair Shores, Michigan
and Stuart, Florida

ANA PAIN MANAGEMENT, P.C.
15945 19 Mile Rd., Suite 202, Clinton Twp., MI 48038

(586) 286-7246
Dr. Anand C. Thakur M.D.

At BirdvilleArt.com we think it’s important to share smiles,
so we have started a cartoon caption contest.
First place is fifty bucks cash. (That’s a lot of bird seed).
Visit BirdvilleArt.com and click on “cartoon contest”
to see the new cartoon and get your smile on.

Read ThumbPrint News Online!
You can also sign up
to be notified when
a new edition
is available!
www.ThumbPrintNews.com

Board Certified in Anesthesiology
and Pain Medicine
National University Fellowship Trained

Accepting New Patients

We Care About Your Pain Needs
We Offer Complete Comprehensive Care
• Medication Management
• Coordinate with Physical Therapy
• Non-Surgical Treatment

• Minimally Invasive Procedures
• Evidence Based Pain Management
• Interventional Techniques

Your Complete Resource for Advanced
Medical & Interventional Pain Needs
• Neck • Back • Arm • Leg • Hip • Hand Pain
• Sciatica • CRPS/RSD • Neuralgias • Cancer Pain
• Fibromyalgia • Post Neck & Back Surgery Pain
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Cottage
Living
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

If you’re a die-hard cabin owner or
cottager in the North, you might not be
able to resist the temptation of a little
weekend retreat to your place every once
in a while to break up the monotony of
Michigan’s sometimes brutal winter.
Though we can’t exactly pinpoint the
winter snowfall, we can take solace in
knowing that if we do sneak away north
during the winter months, we know we
have a cozy place to relax and settle in for
a few days once the heat in the cottage
kicks in, even if you have to “rough it” for
a day or two. A drive north to your cabin
and a change of scenery allows you a little
breather before the craziness of your busy
holiday schedule creeps in. Just a little trip
can do wonders for the soul and give you a
little work week relief.
Though some areas in the North can
seem desolate during the winter, it can be
relaxing just to be at your cottage and not
have to do much
of anything
but watch the
snow fall. For
the more active
outdoors people,
you can take
advantage of
Michigan’s fun
winter sports
and activities,
such as
snowmobiling,
skiing and
possibly ice
fishing, if you

can find a good spot.
The December cottage visit can also
give you the chance to inspect for mice and
their callings cards, make sure everything
is in its place, and possibly do some snow
clearing in front of your home. In my
opinion, not all cottages and cabins have
to be used just in the summer months.
For me, the early winter visit gives me
something to look forward to, that in a
few months I will be back to either to
do another winter cabin checkup or be
in the beginning stages of a spring time
cottage opening! Pack a bag with warm
clothes, drive North and take a brisk walk
in the snow, breathe in the cold winter
air and make a point to stop by to the
year round neighbors, or just soak in the
quiet peacefulness that surrounds you.
Give yourself a little weekend getaway
this December and enjoy the winter
beauty around Michigan’s Thumb area
or wherever you have your little up north
getaway. Merry Christmas from the
Pugliese Family!
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Michigan’s Most Unique

WE ARE YOUR ULTIMATE HEATING SUPERSTORE

MF5500

$500

INSTANT
REBATE
OFF M.S.R.P

Price: $8,495.00

MS250

Price: $5,995.00
4436 Main Street
Brown City, MI 48416
(810) 346-2835

RS7300

$1000

INSTANT
REBATE
OFF M.S.R.P

Price: $7,850.00

NCB-175 (1/4")

Sale Price: $4,999.99
2424 S. Van Dyke Rd.
Marlette, MI 48453
(989) 635-7548

www.BensSuperCenter.com

Page 10		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

December 2013

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com

WE ARE YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR SPORTING GOODS!
$

You can find all your hunting needs at Algonac

16499

(you save $35)
sku E69143

®

QUICK FISH 3
POP-UP SHELTER

$14.99 YOUR CHOICE
3-LEG

$

18999

Sale

(you save $60)
sku E15300

(you save $11)
sku E69813

31st, 2013

(you save $6)
sku SG145

ICE FISHING SUPPLIES:

QUICK FLIP 1
WITH TRIPOD SHELTER

$

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.
good Dec 2nd to Dec

ICE FISHING STOOL

STOCKED AT

30999
(you save $90)
sku E15400

2999

$

QUICK FLIP 2
SHELTER

(you save 14) sku EHD06

ESKIMO HAND
AUGER 6” BLADE

31499

3499

$

(you save $85)
sku E15350

5999

ESKIMO HAND
AUGER 8” BLADE

1999

ALASKAN FUR HATS
A������� ������ ��� ��������

(you save $20) sku E16000

ESKIMO HAND AUGER 6”
CURVE BLADE

6699

999

$

(you save $15) sku EHD08

WIDE INFERNO
FLIP SHELTER
(ALGONAC STORE ONLY)

$

(you save $10)

$

$

$

ALGONAC & MARYSVILLE LOCATIONS

$

(you save $18) sku E16500

sku 8222465

ESKIMO HAND AUGER 8”
CURVE BLADE

HAND WARMERS 10-PK.

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS:

8AM-3PM CHRISTMAS EVE & NEWYEAR’S EVE. CLOSED

CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR’S DAY.

MUZZLE LOADING:

15

$

ON

99

STOCKED AT

(you save $24) sku 6213425

������ ������� �
����� ����

ALGONAC

MUZZLE LOADING SEASON
DEC. 6TH - 22ND

4399

$

$

$

4399

(you save $10) sku G64014

(you save $11) sku O70084

A������� G��
C��� C���

O����� W��� G��
T��� B��
(G�� ��� ��������)

279

$

we sell propane!

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

LICENSES
SOLD HERE!

Algonac
Marine City
St. Clair
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd. 715 Chartier 2275 Fred Moore Highway
(810) 794-4921
(810) 765-8827
(810) 329-4781
New Baltimore
Marysville
Contractors Warehouse
35369 23 Mile Rd. 151 North Range Rd.
875 Chartier
(586) 725-2341
(810) 364-8877
(810) 765-8828

Open 7 Days a Week!
www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together! ™

Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices
are not valid in conjunction with any other oﬀer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market ﬂuctuation.
LumberJack is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

99

469

$

You can find all your hunting needs at Algonac
®

34499

99

(you save $55)
sku T6693

T������� C����� I�����
50 ���. ������ ������� ���

(you save $30.99)
sku T6689

(you save $61.99)
sku TC8928

5

TC I����� 50 C��.
H��������

TC O���� 50 C��.
H��������

ThumbPrint News

$

OFF EVERY $50
SPENT ON CARHARTT
MEN & WOMEN’S CLOTHING

$5.00 oﬀ your purchase of in-stock
Carhartt clothing. Limit 1 coupon
per household. Not valid with any
other oﬀer. Oﬀer valid on in-stock
items thru 12/31/13.

COUPON

You can find all you need at your local
®

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

(stocked only at the Algonac location)

GOT SQUIRRELS?
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Join Us For Fun!

FOR

A multiservice company that you can trust!

By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

It is the Christmas season and time
to light up our houses with strings of
beautiful lights. Seeing all the decorations
along with falling snow makes this time of
year truly magical. Unfortunately, this time
of year also has the potential to be tragic.
Attempts to decorate can lead to injury, fire
and frustration. Injuries and fires happen
more often during the holidays than any
other time of year. Here are some safety
tips to help keep this Christmas safe and
enjoyable.
Testing, Testing – Always test those
lights from last year. You may have paid
more for LED lights that save money and
last much longer, but still test your strands
of lights. For some reason, perfectly good
lights that worked one year have a nasty
habit of malfunctioning the next year. It’s
a mystery worthy of Bigfoot and the Loch
Ness Monster. Until the mystery is solved,
save yourself some frustration and test
those lights.
Heads or Tails – The most common
problem I have found is starting with
the wrong end of a light strand. You get
everything up and realize that the plug is
at the end farthest away from the outlet.
There is no such thing as a “double male
adapter” with two plug ends to adapt the
wrong end to your outlet. Even if you
make one, it wouldn’t work and would
cause a safety hazard. The only solutions
are to take them down and start over or run
an extension cord from the end with the
plug to the outlet. Make sure you start at
the correct end so you end up with the plug
at the outlet and less hair pulled out of your
head.

So Many Plugs, So Little Outlets –

Don’t Stand on That – It is always
hilarious when people fall off roofs and
ladders in Christmas movies, but the
results can be serious in real life. Only
climb a ladder if you are physically able
to do so. If you can climb a ladder, make
sure it is on even ground and secure in
place. Take your time climbing up and
down. Make sure your ladder is tall
enough so you don’t have to step on the
very top rung. You may have climbed a
ladder several times, but it only takes one
mistake to spell disaster. Take your time
and practice ladder safety.

Elf at the Fisher Theater

$

85
per

person
Dec. 5, 2013

Oh Christmas Tree, Oh
Christmas Tree – While fake trees

are longer lasting, there is something
about the smell of a real tree in the home
that adds to the scents of the season.
Unfortunately the tree will start to die and
dry out. Dry pine needles and branches
are highly flammable. A real Christmas
tree can become an uncontrollable fire in
seconds. Keep candles and any sources of
flame away from the tree and keep the tree
away from outlets. Make sure all cords
and light strands are in good working
condition. Also take the necessary steps
to keep the tree from drying out as fast.
Use a tree stand that holds water, keep it
well watered, and add a tree preservative
to it. Dispose of it as soon as the holiday
is over. If you want a tree you can keep up
longer, go with an artificial tree.
With these tips you can avoid a
catastrophe and some stress during the
holidays. I hope everyone has a
wonderful and safe Christmas and
New Year. If you have any questions
regarding home improvement, email me
at thumbprintnews@comcast.net with
“House for Life” as the subject. I will
make sure to answer all questions.

Do not overload the outlets with too many
lights and decorations plugged in. If you
Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 15 years of
keep blowing a fuse or tripping the circuit
experience working in retail hardware and
breaker, it means there is too much running
has been trained and has learned much
on that line. Spread out where you plug
about home improvement, maintenance
your lights in and use outlets on different
and repair. He currently is employed
circuits. Don’t try to override the breaker
by LumberJack and runs their paint
or fuse. The safety precautions are there
for your protection. Trying to override
department.
them is likely to result
in a fire. The same is
true with connecting
too many strands of
lights. Lights usually
have a fuse in the
plug that will blow
l i c e n s e d & i n s u r e d
if too many strands
are plugged end to
end. Go ahead and
light up your house
additions/garages - kitchens/baths - doors/windows
so it is the brightest in
finished basements - flooring - decks/pavers & more!
your neighborhood,
orders of $500 or
but practice electrical
more with this ad
safety when you do so.
Expires 12/31/2013

FEYERS
CONTRUCTION

10 Off
%

Call to Reserve Your Seat
or visit
www.982ride.com

$25 person
December 4th , 18th
Depart Port Huron at 9am.

Manheim
Steamroller

at the Fox Theater
$89 per person
December 21, 2013

$25 person
December 11th

Depart Port Huron at 9am.

WWE
HOLIDAY RAW
$
59 PER PERSON
DECEMBER 28, 2013

Only $39 per person

25 years experience
call for a free estimate

586.531.9349

December 14, 2013
call to book your seat at

3233 Dove Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060

BUSTrips

or reserve your seat online

www.982ride.com

Pick up and drop off at Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up location available - Call for details.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com
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2013 SPORTSMAN 500
$400 USD Rebate

www.ballequip.com

2014 800 RZR
$300 USD Rebate

Sandusky
Richmond
294 South Elk St. 67378 Main St.
(810) 648-3510 (586) 430-1252

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

ThumbPrint News Travels Once Again to Nevada!
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only
has it been seen in many areas of the Thumb of Michigan
(over 1000 businesses in eight Thumb counties are now
drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also
taken ThumbPrint News with them to many different states
and countries (listed on the right on the bulletin board).
ThumbPrint News was even seen on television on the
Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney World in
Florida with several of the Disney characters! President
Lincoln even enjoyed reading it! The newspaper has
traveled to all of the seven continents.
This month’s photo shows ThumbPrint News traveling to
Reno, Nevada with Dolores Hamann of Algonac.
If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken
our newspaper with you on a vacation or to an unusual
place – or if you have been able to get a famous person
or character to be photographed with our paper, you may
submit an email and photo to us at thumbprintnews@
comcast.net (jpeg format preferred). Please tell us a little
about the photo and include your name, address and phone
number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to
appear in ThumbPrint News.
When it does appear, we will
send you a complimentary
edition. There are many
places where ThumbPrint
News has not yet been – and
lots of famous people to
track down. Who will be the
next person to help us in our
quest?

Where Has Your
Here is what Dolores had to say abou
t
the photo:
I visit Reno, Nevada two or three
times a year. It’s a great place to have
some fun without all the hustle and
bustle of Las Vegas. One can win or
lose just the same as Vegas. I had this
picture taken of me under the famous
sign.

Thu mbPrint
News
Been?

More info about Reno:

Reno is situated in the northwestern
part of the state and is the county seat
of
Washoe County. As of the 2010 census,
the city had a population of 225,221
making it the fourth most populous city
in the state after Las Vegas, Henderson,
and North Las Vegas. Reno is the mos
t
populous Nevada city outside of the
Las Vegas metropolitan area. The city
sits in a high desert valley at the foot
of the Sierra Nevada. Known as “The
Biggest Little City in the World”, Ren
o
is famous for its casinos and is the
birthplace of Caesars Entertainment
Corporation.
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The Hock Shop is Blue Water’s
Pawn Super Star! We have
A multiservice company that you can trust!
been serving the people in the Blue Water area for more
than 25 years. It has been under new ownership since 2008.

& SPORTING CENTER

" Firearms Clean & Check Sale $40.00 & Up by a Gunsmith"
CARBON EXPRESS
CX2 385FPS CROSSBOW PKG

X-FORCE 350 READY
TO SHOOT PACKAGE
WITH CASE

Sale $599.99

$

$750.00 value

BROWNING BUCKMARK
CAMPER UFX 22CAL

$

31999

GLOCK PISTOL SALE

329.99 Special purchase!
BENCHMADE OSBORNE
$179.99

20.00 off any instock
glocks $529.99 & Up
$

HAWKE 3-9 X 50
KH3009 & HK3007

DARTON
RANGER X
20-50#
18-28"DRAW
$

20900
RUGER 10/22
TAKEDOWN
BLUE/CAMO

349.99
SS Camo $359.99
$

BEAR APPRENTICE
PACKAGE

DIAMOND INFINITE
EDGE PACKAGE

$

Draw 20 lbs. - 50 lbs.
Draw 15" - 27"

34999

$

27999

S & W, M & P
SHIELD 9MM OR 40 CAL.

INDEPENDENCE
5.56 X 45 55GR
FMJ AR-15 AMMO

$399.99
+ 50 Rounds Range Ammo

Special Purchase
9.99 box of 20.
COMPLETE GUITAR
AMP PACKAGES

BURT COYOTE/
LUMENNOK BOLT

15'
LADDER
STAND
Wide selection 84.99-249.99
Plus Automatics

69.99
special purchase
$

starting at $45.99
3pk bolts $5.00 OFF

close out
$
49.99

Best deals on Flat Screen TV's,
Great Gifts for the whole family Guns, Bows, Jewelry, Guitars, Electronics & more.
The Hock Shop & Sporting Center is Port Huron's entertainment destination.
Instantly turn Gold, guns, bows, laptops, TV's and musical equipment into CASH!
It's confidential and secure. Don't want to sell it? Pawn it for cash on the spot
Prices good through 12/31/13 and Quantities Limited

99.99
ThumbPrint News

THS SPORTING CENTER

CASH FOR GUNS
$10 MORE
WITH THIS
AD/COUPON

COUPON

Offer Good until12-31-13

S T O R E H O U R S : M O N D AY- S AT U R D AY 9 - 6 ; S U N D AY 1 0 - 4

THS SPORTING CENTER

1504 MILITARY ST • PORT HURON, MI 48060 • (810)

985-4082 • thssportingcenter.com
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IT’S MAGICAL INSIDE
Continued from Page 1

grew over the years and eventually not
every ornament could be displayed on just
one tree, so many ornaments were packed
away. Also as time went on the Kodets
started to develop an interest in not just
antique ornaments but also in the history of
Christmas ornaments in America and how
the decorations on Christmas trees changed
over the decades.
The first recorded display of a decorated
Christmas tree has been traced to Riga,
Latvia, in 1510, and the custom became
popular in 16th- and 17th-century
Germany as upper class Protestant families
decorated their homes and guildhalls with
pines and firs garnished with nuts, dates
and apples.
Christmas trees grew in popularity in
Germany throughout the early 1800s, and
German immigrants to the United States
brought the tradition with them to their
new homeland, likely after 1820.
However, it wasn’t until the famed
British monarch, Queen Victoria, gave
her royal stamp of approval that the
decorated Christmas tree became forever
a part of America’s Christmas tradition.
An illustrated engraving of a decorated
Christmas tree at Windsor Castle in 1848
in the London News’ special 16-page
Christmas supplement became an instant
hit in America. Queen Victoria was a
trendsetter, not only in England at that
time, but also in America. From then on,
the decorated Christmas tree was here to
stay.

The Kodets’ extensive research began
to assist them in their knowledge of
identifying from what period a Christmas
ornament came. They collected and sorted
and continued to expand their knowledge
of not only the history of Christmas
ornaments but also of lighting, other
decorations and even of artificial trees.
In 2003 the Kodets, who had only
been in their new log home for about a

Call (810) 794-2300
For more information about the

10

th annual
history of the

year, decided to host a holiday party for
friends and co-workers. By this time the
Kodets’ Christmas collection had grown
exponentially and they thought it would
be fun to put up more than one tree and
decorate them all for the holiday party.
Approximately 15 trees were put up and
decorated with ornaments from the Kodets’
collection.
As it turned out, this was the beginning
of a holiday tradition that no one, not even
the Kodets’ at the time, could possibly
imagine how large it would grow in future
years. The guests to the party were in
awe of the ornaments, the home and the
decorations. Someone suggested that the

Kodets should really do this every year –
and open their doors to the public.
After the party was
over and the clean-up was
finished, the Kodets really
didn’t think much about
that person’s suggestion.
It was when the trees were
being taken down after the
holidays that Diane once
again thought about it. She
started thinking about it
more and more until the
seeds of an idea began. She
would call it “The History
of the Christmas Tree Walk”
because her idea was to
put up many trees but have
each one represent a certain
decade in the history of
Christmas tree decorating in
America, beginning with the 1850s.
Eventually she presented the idea
to Allen. Together they added other
elements to the idea and made the
decision to plan the first Christmas
Tree Walk for December of 2004 –
something that took many months of
research, planning and preparation. When
December rolled around with over 30
trees on display and the day neared for
the first ever public showing of their
massive collection, both Allen and Diane
wondered if it would be successful or
not. However, over 1000 visitors that first
year proved that the magic of Christmas
attracts young and old alike.
Each year since that first year The
History of the Christmas Tree Walk has
opened for a select number of evenings
in December. As 2013 marks the 10th
Anniversary of the Christmas Walk, the
Kodets wanted the experience to be more
magical than ever. Promising over 100
trees would be on display they delivered
more than planned! As of the date of
this article, over 130 trees have been
decorated.
Many people have made the Christmas
Walk a yearly tradition. However, if you

have gone only one time or have never had
the chance to experience the magic, this is
the year you don’t want to
miss! A whole new wing of
the house (over 1200 square
feet) that has never been
opened for any previous
Christmas Walk will now be
open and showcases some of
the most fabulous trees that
have never yet been seen,
in addition to added vintage
and antique Christmas cards
and decorations.
The History of the
Christmas Tree Walk will
leave you speechless. Older
persons will be reminded of
Christmas Days from their
past. Younger persons will
be in awe of decorations rarely seen on

GOT FLEAS?
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missed. Remember, it’s magical inside the
Christmas Extravaganza 2013!”
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Editor’s note: For more details about
the History of the Christmas Tree Walk,
including hours of operation, address and
ticket prices, see the ad on page 23 of this
issue, or go to www.TheChristmasWalk.
com.

trees today. Create or recreate Christmas
family memories that will last a lifetime.
When Allen Kodet was asked how many
more years they plan on having the
Christmas Walk, he replied, “This is truly
a passion for us. As long as our health
remains and the future remains bright, we
plan on continuing. However, since no
one can predict the future, this year we
have created the best Christmas display
ever and it is definitely the one not to be

Need a Last Minute Gift?
NOTHING OVER $5

Open 5p.m. til 9p.m.
During the Christmas Walk
(See ad on page 23)

December
13-15, 19-23

Available other days and
times by appointment.

ORIGINAL PRICE
.99 or less
1.00 - 4.99
5.00-8.99
9.00-14.99
15.00-18.99
19.00-23.99
24.00 and over

810-794-2300

NOW!
.25
.50
1.00
2.00
3.00
4.00
5.00

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac 48001
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Practice Makes Perfect!

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com

is the perfect place to practice!
The “More” in our name is
our spacious banquet facility
for all occasions!

The Range
• Lessons by appointment
• Indoor shoot $13
• Indoor member $11
2014 League Info
• Hunter League
begins Jan. 13 & 14
• Open Class League
begins Jan. 16
• Saturday Morning Kids
League begins Jan. 18

Michigan’s Largest
Indoor Archery Range
Rinehart/McKenzie 3D Targets
4’x4’ Spyder Webb Practice Butts
Full Service Pro Shop
Clinics for all ages! Lite Snack Bar
Public Welcome

Hosting The Family Party

Expiration Dates on Snacks-Careful!!
By Gabriel Jones
ThumbPrint News Columnist

How many of you
seniors have hosted
the family gettogether on a holiday?
You know, with snacks, drinks,
and dinner? Well, then you’ll know
what we had to do to get ready for
the event.
Getting ready for the family
holiday party gets tougher when you
don’t host them as often as you used
to. Nowadays, it seems hard to get
everything ready - moving the clutter
out of the way, cleaning the house,
and getting the snacks and food
ready for our guests.

To get ready, we started in the
basement. We moved the clutter to
one side, got the bar
ready, cleaned the
main floor, and listed
what we had on hand
from the last holiday
we hosted and then
went shopping for the items that we
needed.
Well, we were ready when the
family arrived. I guided them to the
basement for snacks and drinks on
the bar, leaving my wife and our son
upstairs to prepare our dinner.
Everything was on the bar cheese, crackers, snacks with dips,
potato chips, etc. It all went nicely
- relatives snacking, drinking, and
talking…that is…
UNTIL….

December 2013

9309 Webb Road
Goodells, MI 48027
810-325-1307

www.fullquiverandmore.com

Our young grandson said out
loud...
“The bottom of this can of cream
cheese says ‘October 2008’. What
does that mean?”
Then our granddaughter looked on
the box of crackers next to her and
read…
“This says ‘September 2007’.”
Suddenly, it got quiet as the family
members stopped snacking.
They now seemed to be looking on
the bottom of cans, bags and boxes
on the bar.

But before anyone could say
anything, my wife spoke loudly from
the stairway upstairs,
“DINNER’S READY! COME ON
UP!!”
“Whew”, she had saved the day.
We all went upstairs, sat down, and
began to enjoy each other’s company
while eating a delicious dinner.
Everyone had a great time.
However, there was no more
snacking that evening.
Another lesson learned by The
Restless Retiree.
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By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

In mid-1789, the U.S. House
of Representatives approved 17
amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
When it reached the U.S. Senate,
only 12 were approved. And, when
the proposed modifications were sent
to the states for ratification, 10 were
adopted. On December 15, 1791, the
Commonwealth of Virginia became the
final state to ratify these 10 amendments
to the U.S. Constitution. We know them
as the Bill of Rights.
As I read these
adjustments to our
Constitution I ponder
their meaning and
purpose in relationship
to our nation today, 222
years following their
adoption. I ask myself if
we are really following
their intent and do we
actually understand their
purpose. Sometimes I
even ask if we really
care.
Surely, we all
understand the first
ten words of the
First Amendment,
which clearly tells us that, “Congress
shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion.” Many of
our elected legislators and others who
oppose religion generally refer to these
words often. However, is there perhaps
a new meaning to the next half dozen
wordsthat say, “…..or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof?” Certainly, we
need only follow the national news
media to know there is a growing
attempt to prohibit the free exercise
of one’s faith. Is it possibly time to
just remove those words from our
Constitution?
As I move to the Second Amendment
I am reminded that we have the right to
keep and bear arms and that this right
shall not be infringed. Really! I often
wonder if many within this great nation
know that these few very powerful
words even exist. If they did maybe
they would not be electing those who
are trying to erase them. Is it possibly
time to just remove those words from
our Constitution?
The Fourth Amendment to this rightsgiving document relates to unreasonable
searches and seizures without proper
cause and warrant. It seems to me that,
over time, we have simply succumbed

to an ongoing violation of this entire
amendment. There appears to be a
chipping away of this right and, perhaps,
it is time to remove the entire amendment
and let whatever happens just happen.
While the Fifth Amendment may
seem to be well in place and adhered to,
I wonder about the very last provision.
It states that no private property shall
be taken for public use, without just
compensation. Certainly over the last four
decades we have witnessed an erosion of
the intent of this statement and can only
guess that it may continue to be abused
in the future. Here, again, possibly that
last portion of the
amendment should just
be removed.
I won’t devote as
much time to the next
amendment as I would
like, but I question our
compliance to the “right
to a speedy and public
trial.” As most of us
know, our justice system
has become bogged
down in procedure and
process where we rarely
experience a speedy
trial. Maybe we need
to, at least, remove the
word “speedy” from this right.
Finally, the last of the amendments
included in the Bill of Rights explains
that the federal government may not
arbitrarily assume those powers reserved
for the individual states. There should be
little argument here that this modification
to the Constitution, in its entirety, should
be considered substantially ignored. Shall
we remove it?
My comments in this essay are not
intended to be political in nature and my
suggestions for verbiage removal are only
made in jest. I am one of the last people
who would ever want our Constitution
damaged. However, I do believe we need
to often examine our constitutional rights
and work to protect them.
The original thought behind the
inclusion of the Bill of Rights was to
place specific limits on government
power. There was a strong desire for the
people and the states to keep any powers
not given to the federal government.
Author James Madison knew there was a
necessity to safeguard individual liberty.
As we recognize the anniversary of
these all-important additions to the U.S.
Constitution, let’s make a commitment.
Let’s work hard to keep what we were
given as rights.
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Toss Those Tasting Notes
By David White
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
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Have you ever tasted a boysenberry?
What about cat pee?
Can you easily discern Irish breakfast tea
from English breakfast tea?
And do you ever drink kirsch, the brandy
made from sour cherries?
If you’re anything like me, your
answer to all these questions is “no.” Yet
descriptors like these fill the cornucopia of
words that critics use to write about wine.
While the baffling rhetoric of a typical
tasting note might benefit some oenophiles,
it intimidates consumers and stands in
the way of wine appreciation. It’s time to
change the way we talk about wine.
Consider a recent review of Domaine
du Pegau’sChateauneuf-du-Pape Cuvee
Reserve, an iconic wine of the Southern
Rhone. In a recent issue of Wine Spectator,
critic James Molesworth praised the
2010 release for its “well-endowed
core of crushed plum, blackberry paste,
and braised fig” and savored “brick
dust, pepper, warm chestnut leaf, and
smoldering charcoal” on the finish.
One can’t fault a novice wine drinker
for feeling daunted - or scoffing at such
descriptors.
Remarkably, though, the widespread use
of longwinded tasting notes is relatively
new. Until the rise of mass-market wine
magazines, such notes were essentially
shorthand - a way for sommeliers,
importers, retailers, and collectors to track
bottles they’d consumed and communicate
with one another.
Today, though, they’re ubiquitous.
Last year, Wine Spectator’s critics
sampled more than 17,000 wines. Add
their reviews to the ones published in Wine
Advocate and other publications, and you’d
have enough blackberry paste and braised
fig to last a lifetime.
Many of these notes find their way onto
“shelf talkers” at local wine shops. It’s
no wonder why so many aspiring wine
enthusiasts think the path to oenophilia is
paved with brick dust and smoldering coal
- and decide to stick with beer.
After all, speaking in the stilted language
of a wine critic at dinner would destroy
any hope of a pleasant conversation.
Communicating effectively about
wine doesn’t demand an encyclopedic

knowledge of rare fruits and bizarre
aromas. Indeed, New York Times’ wine
columnist Eric Asimov has found that
“people who have no idea how one is
supposed to talk about wine are far more
creative and clear in discussing it than
those who have read some books or
undergone some training in wine classes.”
Think about your favorite hamburger
joint. When you rave about your goto burger, do you simply rattle off its
composite ingredients and expect your
friends to know why it tastes good?
Probably not. “Two all-beef patties, special
sauce, lettuce, cheese, pickles, onions on a
sesame seed bun” conveys nothing about
why the burger is delicious.
Sure, you’ll talk generally about the
burger’s makeup and mention anything
that makes it unique - e.g., “the meat is
tender yet slightly charred and topped
with Swiss cheese and thick-cut, apple
wood smoked bacon”, but you’ll quickly
transition to a conversation about how it
makes you feel.
Talking about wine in this fashion
makes much more sense.
When discussing a white wine’s general
flavor profile, for example, consumers and
oenophiles alike only have a few basic
questions.
Is it light or full-bodied? Do the fruits
conjure aromas of citrus, pears and apples,
or tropical fruits - and are they tart or ripe?
Are the aromatics subtle or intense? Does
it smell like butter? Is it oaked?
From there, everyone wants to know if
the wine tastes good and why. My favorite
Sauvignon Blanc isn’t enjoyable because
it smells like gooseberries and fresh-cut
grass; it’s enjoyable because it’s packed
with flavor, refreshing, and is evocative of
summer.
Tasting notes certainly have a place. I
collect wine and so pay close attention
to a handful of critics whose palates are
similar to mine. But the omnipresence of
such notes stifles clear and creative wine
conversations. Let’s move on.
Editor’s note: David White is the founder
and editor of Terroirist.com, which was
named “Best Overall Wine Blog” at the
2013 Wine Blog Awards. His columns are
housed at Palate Press: The Online Wine
Magazine.
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Feline Osteoarthritis

Degenerative joint disease (DJD)
is defined as the progressive and
permanent deterioration of the cartilage
within the joints. Arthritis is the medical
term for inflammation of the joints,
while osteoarthritis (OA) is the term for
chronic joint inflammation caused by
deterioration of the joint cartilage. We
used to think that older cats did not get
osteoarthritis, but it turns out it is more
difficult to detect in cats because they
just show very subtle and abnormal
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signs compared to dogs.
In dogs the number one sign of OA is
lameness, but cats rarely show lameness.
Instead you may notice your cat is reluctant
to jump up on furniture or his favorite
perch, or maybe slow to get up with a
lot of stretching at first. Some cats have
behavioral changes such as hiding more
or being irritable, especially when being
picked up. Other cats will have a decreased
appetite or become matted from a lack of
grooming due to pain. We routinely check
for osteoarthritis in cats older than10 years
of age that present for having accidents
outside of their litter box when they never
had this issue as a younger cat. Many cats
will have difficulty getting in and out of
the box but because cats are so private we
do not always see them using their litter
boxes. Cats can also have muscle wasting
that goes undetected because of longer
hair coats or because they do not like to be
picked up and held very often.
Now that we know osteoarthritis
does exist in cats and we are better at
identifying their symptoms our next hurdle
is developing a treatment plan. OA cannot
be cured; treatment is aimed at improving
your cat’s quality of life. It’s important
to note that many pain relievers used to
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treat arthritis in humans and dogs can be
deadly for cats. So never give your cat
any pain relievers without first consulting
your veterinarian. Any older cat put
on pain medication needs to have their
kidney function analyzed so the proper
medication and dosage can be given. In
cats with compromised kidney function
our other treatment options consist of joint
supplements and weight management
when necessary. The supplements consist
of glucosamine and chondroitin and
help decrease cartilage breakdown. For
those kitties that cannot be medicated
easily at home there is an injectable form
of glucosamine that is given weekly to
monthly as needed that seems to be very
effective in cats. I
have also been having
very good results with
cold laser therapy,
initially starting with
four to six treatments
then once the pain
is under control
the treatments can
be anywhere from
every few weeks to
every few months for
maintenance. Others
have had success with

massage and physical therapy as well.
Acupuncture is also available for cats
with significant pain.
Every cat with arthritis will need to
have a management program designed
for his or her specific needs. What helps
one cat with arthritis may not help
another, but with many options available
we can make our kitties comfortable and
content.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is
a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy,
Michigan. The hospital website is: www.
MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248)
585-2622 for other pet related questions.
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to answer December’s question below and you could win a J. Clary collector print!
October’s Question: How many U. S. Navy vessels fought and defeated
the British in the Lake Erie Battle, September 10, 1813?
Answer: 9 U. S. Navy vessels fought and defeated the British in the Lake
Erie Battle, September 10, 1813.
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The steamer John McGean was lost on
Lake Huron during the 1913 Storms.
What happened at the launch of the John McGean?
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COPPER MINER’S LIFE
Continued from Page 1

Peninsula was well known for its copper
mining industry (the copper rush had
actually begun during the 1840s). Miners
were highly skilled workers and among the
working class elite. Company paternalism
had a strong influence and encouraged
a good standard of living as they built
houses, schools, hospitals, libraries and
bath houses. But the paternalistic perks
couldn’t erase the downside of working
underground; it was a harsh and dangerous
way to earn a living.
In 1913, a copper miner worked about
ten or eleven hours a day for $2.50 and
worked six days per week. They paid for
their own supplies to work underground,
including mining jackets, boots, gloves and
a mining cap. Each cap had a carbide lamp
attached to provide at least a little bit of
illumination in the dark underworld. They
would pour carbide into a lower container
with water into the upper chamber. As the
water trickled downward, the combination
created a gas that seeped out in the middle
of the shield and became ignited when the
flint was struck.
Copper miners were ethnically diverse,
emigrating from Cornwall, Ireland,
Germany, Italy, Finland and Croatia,
among other countries. To start their day,
workers would enter a shaft house and
climb aboard a man-car. The transport
usually held ten rows of benches with
room for 30 men. After the bell cord was
pulled, they were lowered into the shaft.
The men had to keep their heads down and
arms at their sides. They would feel a small
bump at first, then they would listen to the
clickety-clack of the wheels over the rails.
Once they reached their work destination,
they walked along the drift (the mine floor)
to their assignment and brought along

drills, explosives, ladders, ropes and other
tools.
Miners faced constant uncertainties.
“Rock falling from the hanging wall
was the most prevalent danger for all
underground workers,” said Larry
Lankton, Professor Emeritus at Michigan
Technological University in Houghton.
Because there were no electric lights at
their work site, and they only had the
carbide lamp, they could easily trip and
fall over rocks and scattered tools and
equipment. An automatic danger was
working with explosives, and even the
most experienced miner could be maimed
or killed when he checked on a charge
that didn’t explode (called a sleeper) when
it was supposed to. The invention of the
one-man drill only made things worse.
“They had this big, heavy machine that
was made for two men,” explained Foster.
“And they thought one man should handle
it.” Other dangers included mine ladders
in poor repair and men falling to their
death from a shaft or stope. According to
Larry Lankton’s book Cradle to Grave,
an underground worker had a one in 200
chance of getting killed and a one in three
chance of being injured seriously enough
to lose time from work. And this was
before paid sick days and life insurance!
Although it might be easy to paint mine
managers and officers as heartless in the
early twentieth century, some actually did
interact well with their employees and
listened to their suggestions as to which
supplies to purchase in order to keep
morale high. For example, if workers
didn’t like a new brand of blasting powder,
they would inform their boss so a change
could be made. “I think the mine managers
had a general appreciation for humanity in
the abstract, but did not equate that to the
people that toiled in the mines,” explained
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Gary Kaunonen, a doctoral candidate
and instructor at Michigan Technological
University. He is also the author of
Community in Conflict: A Working-class
History of the 1913-14 Michigan Copper
Strike and Italian Hall Tragedy that will
be published this spring. “Mine managers
thought of workers as their men, and
they could do for the most part what they
wanted with those men; hire and fire at
will, raise and lower wages, and put as
much money into safety in mines as they
wanted.”
The competition to make a profit in the
copper mining industry was stiff. Michigan
operators had to dig lower underground to
retrieve copper, which raised production
costs. “The copper veins began pinching
out while haulage and production costs
underground rose,” said Kaunonen. “The
younger mines in Montana and Bisbee
were yielding more copper in less expense
to mine the metal.” Montana was clearly
winning a larger share of profits. Their
miners were paid $3 per day and only
worked an eight hour shift (compared to
Michigan’s $2.50 per day for 10 hours).
The Copper Country had their work cut out
for them to keep their workers happy while
still making enough profit to pay dividends
to their stockholders. Unfortunately, when
the one-man drill was introduced, workers
became even more discontented.
In the early years of the copper rush,

miners were used to working in teams
and belonging to the middle class because
they were essentially contract workers,
paid for the copper they brought up.
By 1913, that all changed. Miners were
now being paid for their time instead of
their productivity, which lowered their
paycheck. Additionally, they were being
forced to work with a one-man drill instead
of working with another buddy. Not only
was the one-man drill extremely heavy
(it weighed 150 pounds), each miner
had to transport it on their own and was
responsible for lifting it up and down on
the post. Since the men now had to work
alone, there was literally nobody to turn to
if they had trouble. “They thought more of
a horse or a mule in those days than they
did a man,” explained Foster. “We had a
good number of men killed in the mine
years ago.” On the other hand, the one-man
drill increased productivity because they
drilled faster. “It was a win/win situation
for mine management while it was a loss
for miners,” said Kaunonen. “Almost half
the number of skilled miners would have
been out of a job with the implementation
of the one-man drill.” Although company
owners had found an effective solution
to making the mines profitable by cutting
labor costs, the miners were very unhappy
about the situation and tried to refuse the
drill and go back to working in teams.
Miners felt that companies, in their
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efficiency drive, were demanding far too
much work of them.
The Western Federation of Miners
(WFM) arrived in the Copper Country in
the late 1800s with the purpose of assisting
mining workers to gain leverage at their
companies. Although membership was
minimal, it swelled to 7000 in 1913. This
was mainly due to the controversy of the
one-man drill. The WFM wanted to delay
a strike in order to recruit more members,
but the workers refused. They forced the
district board to meet in late June. Despite
poor planning, the WFM called a strike on
July 23rd. They wanted union recognition,
an eight hour work day, a minimum of $3
per day for all underground workers and a
return to the two-man drill.
The strike was anything but peaceful.
Michigan’s Governor Ferris dispatched
National Guard troops to the Copper
Country and wanted mine owners
to quickly resolve the labor dispute.
Unfortunately, the managers rejected the
governor’s offer of arbitration. Instead,
they insisted the remaining men who
wanted to work be allowed to do so.
In addition, they demanded that any
striker wanting to return to their job to
discontinue their WFM membership.
Strikers participated in parades, picketing
and rallies and their wives became strong
assets as they joined their husbands in the
fight.
Some scholars believe the strike was
lost almost from the very start, even
though it lasted nine months. The Western
Federation only had $23,000 in its treasury,
but was trying to fight companies that
had cash reserves of a million dollars.
Kaunonen, however, believes strikers made
an impact. “Mining companies brought
in over 900 scabs into the Keweenaw,”
he explained. “There were well over 400
arrests during the strike and none of these
numbers showed any sign of slowing until
events after Italian Hall.” In any case,
support for the labor strike eroded quickly.
Men couldn’t afford not to bring home a
paycheck and the WFM was unprepared
to financially assist them. Some of the
companies re-opened by mid-August,
but management was in for a surprise
when they learned the WFM had started
receiving financial assistance from unions
across the country to help the strikers. By
the end of summer, WFM stepped up its
efforts to win the strike. There was mass
picketing to prevent men from returning
to work. Daily confrontations between
workers, deputies and National Guardsmen
became routine.
The Citizens Alliance, a group formed
in November, dedicated to getting rid of
the union, assembled a rally at the Calumet
Armory and called for the sheriff to press
for absolute enforcement of the law. The
group consisted of business men dedicated
to fighting the WFM. “The formation of

the Alliance as a vigilante group was proof
that strikers had a chance, at the very least,
of frustrating mining companies for some
time,” said Kaunonen. If Alliance members
even heard rumors that trouble might be
brewing with strikers, they would go on
the offensive, even if the rumors were
unfounded.
On Christmas Eve, a party was held at
Italian Hall for strikers and their families.
Children and parents arrived by the
afternoon and union cards were supposed
to be checked before they were permitted
to enter the upstairs auditorium. Suddenly,
at about 4:30 p.m., someone yelled fire and
a crowd bolted downstairs, toward the exit.
Someone tripped and fell, causing a chain
reaction. Dozens of people were trampled
into a tangled mess. Rescuers had to pull
the bodies one by one from the top of the
stairs and were carried to a temporary
morgue set up in the village hall. There
was no fire in the hall, but tragically, over
seventy people died at the stairwell, most
of them children. Strikers blamed the
Citizens Alliance for causing the accident,
although there is no proof of this.
The union refused to accept financial
assistance from the mine owners and even
charged the Citizens Alliance with murder.
Two days later a group of men shot Charles
Moyer (president of WFM) in the back
and put him on a train to Chicago. WFM
leaders knew the strike was hopeless, so
they decreased benefits to strikers. The
strike finally ended on April 12th.
“WFM never had a chance of winning
the strike, in my opinion,” explained
Lankton. “Companies [were] too
entrenched, and had far more money than
the union.” Except for gaining the eight
hour work day, the strike was almost
completely lost. “I don’t see that [strikers]
gained anything else,” said Lankton.
“They got the eight hour day because the
companies knew that that change was
coming due to the Progressive Era reforms
then in vogue, so they went to an eight
hour day a bit early, during the strike, to
gain favorable publicity.”
The Copper Country labor strike,
combined with the heartbreaking tragedy
at Italian Hall, presents an interesting time
in the history of the Upper Peninsula. It is
wise to remember the events of a century
ago, partly from a historical perspective,
but mostly out of gratitude that working
conditions have progressively improved
for the vast majority of Americans.
Editor’s note: Donna Searight Simons is
a freelance writer who lives in Macomb,
Michigan. She is the author of the
historical novel Copper Empire that was
released this past spring.The book is based
on the copper mining strike and Italian
Hall tragedy that occurred on Christmas
Eve 100 years ago.
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TIRE & AUTO

810.364.4700
Free transportation to home, shopping or work!

13

OIL
CHANGE $
SPECIAL

95*
ThumbPrint News

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville Tire & Auto * Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

(810) 364-4700
* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)
Expires 12/31/2013. Must present coupon at time of purchase.
291 Range Rd. in Marysville • Visit us online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Facebook
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THUMB AREA
Activites & Events Calendar

December 2013

If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2013. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Huron
Bad Axe December 23
Pat Kellermann
Memorial Turkey
Trot, downtown
area, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. For more
information call (989) 453-7400 or visit
www.pigeonchamber.com.

Lapeer
Almont - December 14
Euchre Night, Almont Lions Hall, 222
Water St., doors open at 6:00 p.m., play
starts at 7:00 p.m. Two sets of five games
each with a break in between will be held,
with lunch served during the break. Top
three points holders are awarded generous
prizes at the end. $15 donation at the door
or bring a first time player with you and
both of you play for $10 each. For more
information call Jim at (810) 976-3782.

Sanilac
Sandusky - December 31
New Year’s Eve with the Thumb
Dance Club, Maple Valley School,
138 Maple Valley St., 7:30 p.m. potluck
dinner – bring a dish to pass (club provides
scalloped potatoes and fried chicken).
Everyone welcome. Entertainment
provided by Lighthouse Three. $10 per
person. Noisemakers, hats and balloons
galore will be provided as well. Call (810)
657-9349 or (810) 404-4250 for more
information.

Wayne

Grosse Pointe Woods December 13-20
The Polar Express Visits Grosse
Pointe Woods, Community Center
at City Hall, 20025 Mack Plaza Dr.,
departure times 5:30 p.m., 6:00 p.m.,
6:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. $4 per
person with pre-registration and payment
required. Travelers will be treated to hot
cocoa and holiday refreshments complete
with festive Christmas carols. Phone
(313) 343-2408 for ticket information.

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com

December 2013

ABC

GOT BATS?
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Featuring
Over
100
TREES!

THIS YEAR THE TRADITION CONTINUES, WITH OVER 100 TREES NOW BEING DISPLAYED!

MANY NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED SINCE 2012!!

In December of 2004, the first History of the Christmas Tree Walk began when
the owners opened their 9,500 sq. ft. log home to the public to view over 30
decorated Christmas Trees, each decorated with a different theme or from a
different period in history. The ornaments, decorations and other holiday
displays offered each visitor to the home insight into Christmas history from
the 1850s until the present. That first year, there were more than 800 visitors.
In 2012 there were more than 70 trees decorated, and more than 1,000 people
visited the home! Many families now make the History of the Christmas Tree
Walk a yearly tradition. Event takes place in Algonac, Michigan.
The log home has three levels which are accessible by log stairs. Persons
who have difficulty walking or climbing stairs will only be able to access the
lowest level of the home. There is no smokng allowed on the shuttle or in the
home. Visitors to the Walk will be asked to cover their shoes with plastic shoe
protectors that will be provided at the door to the home. Alternately, shoes or
boots can be removed upon entering the home, if desired. Children are
welcome, but must remain with their parents at all times and cannot be
allowed to handle objects n the home or on the trees. Pets are not allowed.
Cameras are welcome. Thank you for your consideration and patronage.
Tickets are non-refundable, though they may be given to another person to
use if original purchaser of tickets is unable to attend. NOTE: The History of
the Christmas Tree Walk will NOT be open on Christmas Eve or after Christmas.

WHEN:
Dec. 13, 14, 15, 19, 20 , 21, 22 & 23
From 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE
THE FOXFIRE FARM COUNTRY STORE
8061 MARSH RD. IN ALGONAC, MI
FROM 5p.m. TILL 8p.m. During Walk Hours

FOR MORE INFO VISIT THECHRISTMASWALK.COM

OR CALL

(810) 794-2300
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What’s in your water?
THE WATER SOLUTION
The Alternative Solution for Solving Water Problems
Deionization = Pure Water • Saltless Softeners
Whole House Chlorine Removal
Brine Water Desalination
Medical Grade Water

KEN HANCOCK

Fax (586) 725-4779

Call 800-894-7862
or 586-725-4333

Port Huron
Opthalmology

With Coupon. Expires 2/28/2014.

Brian V. Favero, M.D.
1033 River St. • Port Huron, MI 48060
810.985.9600 • info@phoeyes.com

9984 26 Mile Rd.
Casco, MI. 48064

Cozy Corner Consignment & Gifts
Made in Michigan Store

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING
NON ELECTRIC

Featuring Made in Michigan Food and Merchandise
Products by Local Artists & Vendors

home water systems

DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER CONDITIONING-DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS SALT DELIVERY

Kim Kernohan - Owner

2831 Gratiot (Pelican Diner Plaza)
Marysville, MI 48040

810.434.2629

cozycornergifts@att.net

CozyCornerConsignmentGifts

50

SALES SERVICE RENTALS

1-800-848-5150

OPTICAL

% OFF
EYEGLASSES OR
RX SUNGLASSES

SECOND PAIR SPECIAL

60% OFF

ALL RED
TAG FRAMES

PRESCRIPTION EYEGLASSES OR RX SUNGLASSES

BIRCHWOOD MALL 4460 24th Ave. in Fort Gratiot
Phone 810-385-9638. See store for details.

Walt’zz

Mechanical

Repair

Walt Meldrum, Owner
A.S.E. Certified (Master)
State Certified (Master)

Service & Repair
Engine • Transmission • Brakes

8041 St. Clair Hwy.
Casco, MI 48064

Custom Exhaust
• Electrical • Fuel Injection
• Air Conditioning • General Maintenace

(810) 326-1816
(810) 326-1469

EYEBROWS, EYELINER,
EYE SHADOW, BEAUTY MARKS
& AREOLA TATTOOING

Facial
Art
Permanent Cosmetics

(586) 596-4159
Patricia, Certified PCP • Training Available

Cancer/Alopecia/72+ Clients
Always 1/2 off

ROSEVILLE • CLINTON TOWNSHIP
Independent Distributor • SeneGence Cosmetics

Experience beauty without the bother! www.senegence.com/facialart

happy

holidays
from the staff at

Bay Nursing, Inc.
HOME HEALTH CARE

Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

586.752.1111

255 N. Bailey, Romeo, MI • www.baynursinginc.com

Add your business card to this page for only $95
call (810) 794-2300 today!

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS is parting out
the following Vehicles.
• 2004 Chevy Pickup •1999 Dodge 4x4
• 2003 Taurus
• 2003 Windstar
• 2002 Sebring • 1994 Ranger Pick-Ups
Call John at (810) 329-3697
or (810) 434-1802.
For Rent

BELLE RIVER APARTMENTS IN
MARINE CITY on the Belle River, one
and two bedroom apartments. $455 to
$495. Call (810) 765-8146.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates

starting at $575 weekly. Wireless internet,
outdoor enclosed heated pool. www.
gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 648-6168.

For Sale

HEALTHY MALE SINGER CANARY’S
FOR SALE, $59.00 and up. Call (586)
206-8054.

General

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Sue (810) 2784395.

Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND
DECORATIONS, 1950s or before. Also

artificial Christmas trees - all sizes and
colors and working strings of lights. Please
call (810) 614-8034.

ABC

GOT MICE?
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MOTORCYCLES WANTED

VE!
DEAD OR ALI
CASH WAITING! CALL NOW
(586) 727-3697

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Workers’ Comp Ins.

Liability Insurance

THUMBPRINT NEWS has grown

tremendously in the last year and we are
seeking a motivated, competitive, and
hard-working individual who is extremely
career-oriented and driven by success! We
have an open sales position to be filled
immediately in the Thumb area. Must have
experience (some training provided).

JOIN OUR TEAM!
(810) 794-2300 OR (810) 614-8034

WANT TO PLACE A FREE
CLASSIFIED LISTING?

Individuals, do you have an item
you would like to SELL? (No
businesses, please!) Place a FREE
listing for ONE item in our
Mid-December Online Edition.
By December 10, email a short
description of item (15 words
or less), price asked and your
phone number to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
No free ads accepted by phone.
Email must include your name
(which will not be printed in the
paper). Ads will run FREE online
only for one month.

In our November
issue of ThumbPrint News in the
article “Woodcock Hunting with
Curly”, we printed this sentence: “It
seemed like only an instant when
Curly Parker’s gun fired and the bird
fell.” After the editor and publisher
had a super lobster dinner at Captain
Brian’s Seafood Market Restaurant
in Sarasota, Florida with the author
of this article and his wife, Bob
and Carol Christensen, we learned
that we had made an editing error.
That sentence should have read, “It
seemed like only an instant when
Curly’s Parker fired and the bird
fell.” Our apologies – and also thank
you for the lovely dinner and the
education on types of guns.

ANDERSON’S

Painting

PRO BAIT

810-982-5310

2013-2014 Ice Fishing Products

Help Wanted

Commercial & Residential
Interior, Exterior & Insurance Work
Plaster, Drywall Repairs & Spray Texture
Power Washing & Parking Lot Striping

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

GREAT SELECTION OF RODS,
REELS & LURES
www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)

Doodling
Doodling Outback
Outback Embroidery,
Embroidery, LLC
LLC
Embroidery, Screen Printing, Trophies, Engraving,
Logo digitizing, Team Uniforms, Varsity Jackets

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 984-3232

InSphere

Insurance Solutions

sm

Life Health Retirement Long-Term Care

102 S. Main St.
Drop off location by 12/14/13 Capac, MI 48014
810-395-8746
Only public location in Capac

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints
a photo of an object or a place for our
readers to identify. If you think you know
the answer, email us at thumbprintnews@
comcast.net and put “Contest” in the
subject line. Be sure to include your name,
phone number and full address. Of all
persons submitting correct answers by
the 15th of the month, one person will
be randomly selected to be entered into a
drawing for a gift basket valued at over
$100 at the end of this year! On December
31, 2013, one winner will be drawn and the
lucky person will be notified.
In the November
2013 edition, we
asked our readers
to identify what the
object on the right
was.
Randomly
selected from those
submitting correct
answers was Elizabeth Pelton of Michigan,
who correctly identified that the object was
an antique ice cream scoop.Elizabeth will
be entered into our year end drawing for a
gift basket valued at over $100.
This rare vintage 1925 ice cream
dipper or scoop was made by Mayer
Manufacturing Corporation of Chicago.

Andy Kindt
Licensed Insurance Agent

InsphereIS.com/akindt

586.913.5490

akindt@insphereis.com

Fax 248.327.2124

This dovetailed metal tool was made to
mechanically release its 3-3/6” x 3-3/4”
x ½” square of ice cream onto a square
cookie and be covered with another cookie
of the same size, thus creating an ice
cream sandwich! If you could find one in
excellent condition today it could bring as
much as $250.00 to the right buyer!
For our December contest we are asking
the question, “What is it?” Identify what
the object is that is pictured on the right
and for what it is used. Email your answer
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Again,
be sure to include your name, address and

phone number in case you are correct and
are entered in the random drawing at the
end of the year for a gift basket valued at
over $100. Good luck!

5

810.433.1613 $ OFF
Several Delivery Options Available
Fax your order to: 810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com

any purchase

of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink
valued at $20 or more.
One coupon per purchase.
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What Happened on this Day in History?
December
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

On this day in 1878, the first White
House telephone was installed.

1.
2.

On this day in 1916, professional
baseball players who were injured
first began to get full pay for the duration
of their contract.

3.

On this day in 1621,
Galileo invented the
telescope.

4.
5.

On this day in 1973, Pioneer 10
reached Jupiter.

On this day in 1908, the first football
uniform numerals were used
(University of Pittsburgh).

9.
10.

On this day in 1941, Hitler ordered
U.S. ships to be torpedoed.

On this day
in 1915, the
10,000,000th model T
Ford was assembled.

On this day in 1844, the first dental
use of nitrous oxide occurred
(Hartford, Connecticut).

11.

12.
13.

On this day in 1791, the Bank of
the U.S. opened.

On this day in 1917, the first NHL
game played on artificial ice took
place (Toronto).

19.

On this day in 1891, strongman
Louis Cyr withstood the pull of
four horses.

20.
21.

On this day in 1913,
the first crossword
puzzle (with 32 clues) was
printed in New York World.

On this day in 1961, Fidel Castro
announced Cuba would release
1,113 prisoners from the failed 1961 Bay of
Pigs Invasion for $62M worth of food and
medical supplies.
On this day in 1966, Luna 13
landed on the moon.

24.
25.

On this day in
1492, Columbus’
ship Santa Maria docked
at the Dominican Republic.

26.
27.

On this day in 1825, the Erie
Canal opened.

On this day in 1793, the first
state road was authorized, from
Frankfort, Kentucky to Cincinnati, Ohio.

15.

29.
30.

16.

31.

On this day in 1966, the Beatles
released “Everywhere It’s
Christmas” in the UK.

SHOULD NOT BE!

PREPARE YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM
BEFORE THE GROUND FREEZES!

On this day in
1932, Radio City
Music Hall opened in
New York City.

28.

On this day in 1791, the Bill of
Rights was ratified when Virginia
gave its approval.

SHOULD BE

BEFORE

On this day in 1958,
“Chipmunk Song”
reached #1 on the charts.

On this day in 1913, the “Mona
Lisa”, which was stolen in August
1911, was returned to the Louvre.

14.

Freezing rain creates ice and
debris build-up which can
cause gutter and roof damage!

On this day in 1920, the first
U.S. postage stamps were printed
without the words United States or U.S.

23.

On this day in 1952, the first television
acknowledgement of pregnancy
occurred (I Love Lucy).

Specials GOING ON NOW!

18.

7.
8.

GUTTER CLEANING

17.

22.

On this day in 1941, the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor (a date that
will live in infamy).

CLOGGED GUTTERS?

On this day in
1790, an Aztec
calendar stone was
discovered in Mexico City.

6.

On this day in 1865, the 13th
Amendment was ratified, abolishing
slavery.

December 2013

On this day in 1948, the U.S.
announced a study to launch an
Earth satellite.
On this day in 1862, the bowling
ball was invented.
On this day in 1963, Congress
authorized the Kennedy half

dollar.

On this day in 1890,
Ellis Island in New
York City opened as a U.S.
immigration depot.

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT YELLOW JACKETS?
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

A Mobility Remodelers
Company

WE CAN TAKE YOUR BATHROOM FROM

OUTDATED TO OUTSTANDING
ALL IN A LITTLE AS ONE DAY!

CUSTOM REMODELING OPTIONS:
• SimplyPure™ Bathtubs
• SimplyPure™ Shower Pans
• Tub to Shower Conversions • Complete Shower
• Whirlpool and Soaker Tubs Remodeling
• Barrier-Free Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

Allow your Luxury Bath® design consultant to help you create
your perfect escape! With our endless options and distinctive
designs your choise are unlimited!

Winter Design Special

50

%

Labor

Must present flyer.
Excludes prior orders

1-800-A-NEW-TUB OR 1-800-385-1700
1222 Water St., Port Huron, MI 48060
WWW.MOBILITYREMODLERS.COM
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

December 2013

WITH EVERY PURCHASE

bENS

SOFA SALE

IS DONATING TO
SAFE HORIZONS

PORT HURON OR FORT GRATIOT STORE

BUY ONE,
GET ONE FREE!

$

399

399

$

SALE

Compare at $799

699

$

SALE

Compare at $1399

1699

$

SALE

Compare at $799

BUY ONE,
GET ONE FREE!

$

799

$

SALE

799

Compare at $1499

1299

$

Compare at $1299

SALE

Compare at $1399

999

$

SALE

Compare at $1999

1299

$

SALE

Compare at $2399

THREE STORES ON
BEN’S
FURNITURE CENTER
Fort Gratiot by Walmart

1-810-385-6530

BEN’S FINE
FURNITURE & MATTRESS
Downtown Port Huron

1-810-984-4215

BEN’S MATTRESS &
BEDROOM CENTER

M
25

Fort Gratiot by Walmart

Toll Free 1-866-221-2367

1-810-385-5205

OPEN 7 DAYS MON. - SAT. 10-8 P.M., SUN 12-6 P.M.

1799

$

SALE

Compare at $3599

$

SALE

1999

Compare at $3699

www.BensFF.com

Pay No
Interest
till 2015

5 year special financing with approved credit. 9.99% or $500
cash back on living room TV packages with no TV. Best Buy, the
Best Buy logo, & the tag design are trademarks of BBY
Solutions Inc. Delivery & installation not included. Previous sales
& layaways excluded.

