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From Merriment
to Marina

By David Odziana

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

The body of water Saint Clair Shores is situated on was
one of the first sections discovered by explorers nearly
half a century before any township or city began forming
in the area. In 1679, the French explorer Robert Cavalier
de La Salle, aboard the Griffon, exited the Detroit River on
August 11 and traversed the waters, naming it Lake Sainte Claire,
in honor of Sainte Clare of Assisi.
Once French explorers began settling the land around 1710,
the area we know today as St. Clair Shores went by the name
of L’Anse Creuse, becoming part of Orange Township in 1837.
Today, the city does not retain the original name, but the name
lives on through multiple schools in the area. Although it is not
known exactly when the spelling changed, it was found that by
1755, today’s spelling was being used. St. Clair Shores remained
a village for well over 100 years and began thriving as a resort

By Patricia J. Gillis/Meldrum
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
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During my pre and early teen years I had wonderful visits with
my paternal grandmother, Nina Grace Gillis (nee DeLand) and
we lived in Algonac, St. Clair County, Michigan.
My brother, David, the oldest of my siblings, would visit with
her when he was younger and he always knew when she was
baking. By the time that I began to visit her alone, David was in
his teens and had other interests.
My grandma always offered me fresh cookies and a glass of
milk. Then she would settle down in her favorite overstuffed chair
in the living room and seat me next to her and she would begin,
what she called, “The Ramblings of a Young Girl”. She had so
many stories of her childhood and I loved that she shared them
with me.

community, holding
the title of the largest
village in the country
before incorporating
as a city in 1951.
While the city looks
similar to many others
in the state today, the
area was once home to
a business for nearly
40 years starting in
the 1920s, which
many may have never known existed in St. Clair Shores. Even
though the shore along Lake St. Clair is filled with a large marina
and condominiums today, the area was once packed with kids
splashing about in the water, and the sound of laughter and joy
filled the air. Situated on Jefferson Avenue, just north of Nine Mile
Road, was the section that once housed an amusement park, giving
children of the area a perfect place to spend a hot summer day. The
park, which was known as Jefferson Beach, held its grand opening
on July 2, 1927, costing $1 million to construct.
Fred W. Pearce, one of the largest amusement park developers
See MERRIMENT, Page 15

On this one
particular day she
said she was going
to tell me of a time
of a great fire in
Michigan that she
and her family
survived.
My grandmother
was the oldest
child of Franklin
DeLand, born in 1877 in Riley, St. Clair County, Michigan, and
of Grace Montney, born in 1878 in Memphis, Macomb County,
Michigan. At the time that her story spoke of, October, 1908, there
were only four children born of the total of seven children that they
See GRANNIE GILLIS, Page 11
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Once again, it is that time of year when we look back on the past year and hopefully anticipate the coming new
year. As each new year begins we start with a blank calendar and gradually fill it up with things we have to do,
things we want to do and sometimes things that we would prefer not to do. However, the point is that we have a
brand new start.
That is why so many people think about making resolutions - to make positive changes in the upcoming year.
Making resolutions is a secular tradition that is most common in the Western Hemisphere. However, there are also
religious origins that show the custom of making resolutions has been around for a long time.
At the start of each year, the ancient Babylonians made promises to their gods that they would return borrowed
objects and pay their debts. (Hmm, perhaps some of our grown children might think about doing this in 2015. I
can think of several things I really could use that somehow mysteriously disappeared in 2014 after one of their
visits!) However, the Babylonians’ New Year’s Day occurred in March until it was changed to January by the Romans.
It is interesting to note that January gets its name from Janus, the two-faced god who looks backward into the old
year and forward into the new. In making resolutions, we do look backward at our lives and contemplate on those
things that we would have liked to have been different and look forward to how we can implement those changes.
In the Medieval era, knights took the “peacock vow” at the end of the Christmas season to re-affirm their
commitment to chivalry. (Chivalry for knights was courage, honor, courtesy, justice, and a readiness to help the weak.
I think those are some pretty great virtues that all of us can strive for still today.)
Making New Year’s resolutions is actually on the upswing. At the end of the Great Depression, about a quarter of
Americans did so, whereas at the start of the 21st century about 40 percent did. However, making resolutions and
keeping resolutions are two different things. I know that I personally have made many resolutions over my lifetime
and some I can happily say I kept, but others seem to be on my list again the following year.
Even if we don’t manage to keep all of our resolutions, I believe it is a good thing that we do continue to make
them. It means that we are striving to move forward and make positive changes in our lives.
As 2015 begins, I hope you take a few minutes to think about the past year and make at least one resolution that
will help your life and the lives of those around you move forward in a positive manner. As Oprah Winfrey said,
“Cheers to a new year and another chance for us to get it right.”
Happy New Year from the entire ThumbPrint News Staff.
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By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Whispers of haunted places throughout
the world often fill the air, generally fading
in and out of popularity over time. While
many are nothing more than folklore,
periodically a legend surfaces, which
appears to have much more substance than
a fireside ghost story.
Most tales of ghostly encounters sound
captivating when first mentioned, and
for people who enjoy these mysterious
legends, they are most often believed
because enthusiasts are blinded by
the relentless desire for it to be true.
Unfortunately for paranormal fanatics,
once a small amount of investigation is
executed on these tales, many holes begin
to appear in the stories. However, word of
one historical story, which took place in
a small town in the Thumb of Michigan,
is well documented and undoubtedly
happened, regardless if the haunting is
believed or not.
Nestled on the eastern shore of
Michigan’s coast resides the small
community of Forester, which was once
a lively and prosperous place. During the
1850s, Forester was a bustling lumber
town with ships constantly coming in and
out of the area’s harbor to pick up and
deliver material. One well-off family in
the area at the time were the Quay’s, who
moved there in 1852 from New England.
James Quay and his wife Mary Ann
relocated to Forester and quickly opened
a tavern. In 1860, the couple welcomed a
daughter named Minnie, who is at the heart
of this town’s compelling history.
When their daughter reached her
rebellious teenage years, she became boy
crazy and fell in love with a young sailor
who worked on a ship that frequented
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Forester’s harbor. Once Minnie’s parents
caught wind of what their daughter was
up to, they quickly ordered her to end the
relationship. At this time in history, it was
frowned upon for a member of a wealthy
family to be with a mariner. Despite her
parent’s wishes, Minnie continued to
sneak away whenever her lover came to
the harbor and her parents decided to take
control of the situation. Once the shipping
season started back up and the boy once
again docked in Forester, Minnie was
locked in her room, which was impossible
to escape from unnoticed because the only
exit was through her parent’s bedroom.
Word of a big storm that hit the Great
Lakes near the end of 1875 quickly made
its way to town, along with news that
many ships sunk in the gale, including the
freighter on which Minnie’s significant
other was working. With the water of
Lake Huron deathly cold in November,
all hands on deck perished in the wreck.
Unfortunately, it is unknown who the boy
was or what ship he worked on because
multiple ships floundered in the storm and
nearly all records were lost in multiple
fires. Minnie was devastated with the news
and came to despise her parents for not
letting her say goodbye before what ended
up being his final voyage. Over the next
few months, the loss grew heavy on her.
On April 27, 1876, Minnie’s parents
went out of town, leaving Minnie and
one of her brothers home alone. Once
her younger sibling laid down for a nap,
the 15-year-old walked out of the house
and proceeded through town. Residents
reported seeing her walk down the street
past the Tanner House and continue toward
the harbor. Once Minnie reached the end of
the pier, she threw herself into the frigidly
icy water of Lake Huron, which is around
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38 degrees in April. Citizens
of Forester attempted to save
her from the freezing water
for an hour before her body
was recovered and pulled
from the lake using grappling
hooks, which is an extremely
gruesome process.
Following the teen’s
horrible death, many strange
occurrences began taking
place in her parent’s home, as
well as other places in town.
One of the most active areas
in the community is said to
be the shore of Lake Huron, near the area
where the pier once resided. Witnesses say
the ghost of Minnie has been seen walking
the shore or in the water enticing witnesses
to help her search for her lost lover. It
is even said that one girl, who told her
friends she had previously seen Minnie’s
ghost multiple times in the water, was
found drowned in the area. Along with the
apparition seen on the shore, many explain
hearing mournful wailing in different
areas around town. With the Great Storm
of 1913 destroying nearly everything on
the water, the only pieces remaining of the
once essential pier are the pillars, which
are a reminder of both the successful, as
well as the dark times of the town.
With word of this famous haunting
catching the attention of many supernatural
buffs, the Travel Channel’s series The
Dead Files decided to investigate.
Although it was always believed that
Minnie’s ghost was the only apparition
present in town, the team’s research
reveled Forester was plagued by some very
dark times when it was developing in the
mid-1800s, which is believed to add to
the amount of spirits present. The episode,
titled “Never Alone”, discovered that in
1871 and 1881, two huge fires tore through
a large portion of Michigan and destroyed
a great deal of Forester on both occasions.
TJ Gaffney, a local historian, explained
that the fires were so intense people began
jumping into their wells or walking off the
pier because there was no place to go. As a
result of the 100 foot wall of flames ripping
through the town, hundreds of people
died in the fires. These disastrous fatalities
are now thought to contribute to the new
theory that Minnie’s ghost is not alone
in her life after death and could explain
why the town appears to be so active with
paranormal events.
Additional research found another
family, which is believed to haunt the town
along with Minnie Quay. Harrison Cooper
lived in Forester during the time the
two fires devastated his home and many
strange occurrences began surrounding
him following the tragic events. Cooper’s
first piece of land was destroyed in the
fire of 1881, which is when he purchased
the property adjacent to his original

Home & Commercial Services

Page 5

FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM
A multiservice company that you can trust!

residence. When the fire came, his wife
Elizabeth was pregnant with a little boy,
which she gave birth to a few days later. A
week after welcoming his son, Cooper’s
wife died of a heart attack and he was left
with his daughter and newborn baby. Six
weeks later, Cooper’s baby boy perished
as a result of malnutrition. Due to the
complete loss caused by the fires, Cooper
built on his newly purchased land near his
original property where he lived with his
new wife, as well as his daughter and her
husband. In 1903, his daughter Emma was
pregnant and gave birth to a stillborn baby.
Making the tragic events that took place
at the Cooper residence even more eerie,
is that the baby would have been buried
somewhere on the property at the time. All
the deplorable occurrences that enveloped
the Cooper family leads Amy Allen, a
medium featured on The Dead Files, to
believe all the untimely deaths have made
the spirits unable to let go and move on.
Today, the mystery surrounding the
town is more well-known than ever before.
One of the Quay’s last surviving relatives
resided in the family home in town after
Minnie’s passing. While living in the
house, she experienced many strange
events, such as pottery flying off shelves, a
vacuum turning on by itself and swinging
lights. Once Minnie was buried in the
Forester Cemetery on the north end of
town, many people began claiming the
graveyard was haunted, as well. Today,
many people visit her grave and place
items, such as trinkets or money, on her
headstone to ensure they won’t be haunted
by her spirit. It is said that if a person
removes an item, the ghost of Minnie Quay
will follow them.
Whether or not the tale of a teenage
girl’s ghost or the hundreds of other
possible spirits in Forester are thought to
be a farfetched superstition or a real life
haunting, the fact that so many people
are aware of this story is proof of how
compelling it is. Even though the Minnie
Quay ghost is the most well known
anomaly surrounding Forester, people who
have experienced strange events very well
could have encountered a different spirit
completely with Minnie getting all the
blame for nearly 140 years.
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Ah, here we are at the beginning of
another year. Now what? Let’s see, this
will be my…well I won’t say how many
Januarys I’ve encountered. Let’s just say
I’ve been travelling on this chronological
path that continually begins with January
for many years.
I try to be as optimistic as I can about the
tomorrows because that’s where the future
is found. However, it seems that time
coupled with a little wisdom has caused
me to look back at the yesterdays to fully
understand their importance in the scheme
of things. That’s where you can find real
foundational significance.
One of my first recollections I consider
as foundationally significant is reflected in
an old photograph I recently saw taken in
a basement Sunday school room of Trinity
Methodist Church in Algonac. There were
about fifteen of us, all soon to be graduates
of a confirmation class. Following classes
providing specific spiritual instruction, we
were ready to become young “adults,” at
least in the eyes of the church.
Little did I know how important that
period was in my life. At the time it wasn’t
very significant. I knew it was important
to my mother who had made sure I was on
the road to receiving the Bible given at the
ceremonial conclusion of the program. It
wasn’t until many years later that I fully
recognized how meaningful my devoting
a few Januarys was in helping me to
understand the significance of spiritual
commitment.
Then there was the time with my first
car. While I experienced getting my hands
greasy and my knuckles bruised working
on the machine I knew little about, my
father would look on without saying much
unless I asked. I was stubborn and would
more often than not refuse to seek his
advice. He was an excellent mechanic,
but refrained from offering unsolicited
advice even when he noticed I was making

a mistake. So, what did I learn that was
so significant? More than anything it was
patience, perseverance and humility. It
wasn’t until years later that I realized the
significance and my investment was only
about three Januarys.
My stint in Uncle Sam’s Air Force
provided another level of significance in
my life, although I was unwilling to admit
it at the time. Had I not joined the military
I am now confident I would have found
myself in trouble. I had no real direction,
very little self-discipline, and almost
always rejected authority. I guess with
those characteristics one might suggest
somewhere other than the Air Force as a
place to be.
On the contrary, however, I found
direction in my life, whether I liked it
or not. Self-discipline was absolutely
necessary just for survival and, well, what
can I say about authority? Any veteran
reading this will fully understand that
authority is quickly learned and followed.
Certainly all of that was tremendously
significant and only cost me four Januarys
out of my life.
Finding a life partner who is willing
to make a commitment to you and your
well-being is very significant. Within that
kind of commitment you should be able
to find love, compassion and dedication. I
have found it in my dearest friend and wife
who has given me more than forty of her
Januarys.
Certainly I have explored the other
Januarys of my life and have shared some
of them with you in the past. There’s a
wealth of wisdom and knowledge of a
significant nature that can be found in
those Januarys. It’s what provides the
character we possess, the principles we
maintain and the values we cling to.
Someone once said that life is a series of
new beginnings and that is true. However,
let’s not forget that the success we realize
in our tomorrows may very well depend on
the significance of our yesterdays. Happy
New Year!
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By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

On this day in 1808, a U.S. law banning
On this day in 1786, the Council
1.
the import of slaves comes into effect,
16.
of Virginia guarantees religious
but is widely ignored.
freedom.
On this day in 1839, photographer
On this day in 1773, Captain James
2.
pioneer Louis Daguerre takes the first
17.
Cook becomes the first person to
photograph of the moon.
cross the Antarctic Circle.
On this day in 1924, King
3.
Tutankhamen’s sarcophagus is
uncovered near Luxor,
Egypt.

On this day in
4.
1920, the Negro
League, the first black

18.

On this day in
1948, Gandhi
breaks a 121-hour fast
after halting MuslimHindu riots.
On this day in
19.
1950, Communist
Chinese leader Mao

baseball league, is
organized by Rube
Foster.

recognizes the Republic of Vietnam.

On this day in 1930, Charles
On this day in 1952, Prime Minister
20.
Lindbergh arrives in New York,
5.
Winston Churchill arrives in
setting a cross country flying record of 14.75
Washington to confer with President Harry
hours.
S. Truman.

On this day in 1941, the United
On this day in 1987, astronomers
21.
States lifts the ban on arms to the
6.
report sighting a new galaxy 12 billion
Soviet Union.
light years away.
On this day in 1930, Admiral
On this day in 1999, the impeachment
22.
7. trial of U.S. President Bill Clinton opens Antarctica.Richard Byrd charts a vast area of
in the U.S. Senate.

8.

On this day in 2002, U.S. President
Geroge W. Bush signs into law the No
Child Left Behind Act, intended to improve
America’s educational system.
On this day in 1912, Colonel Theodore
9.
Roosevelt announces the he will run
for president if asked.
On this day in 1910, in Washington,
10.
the House of Representatives passes
legislation for women’s
suffrage.

On this day in 1964, a
11.
collection of previosly
unexhibited paintings by
Pablo Picasso are displayed
for the first time in Toronto.

On this day in 1908,
12.
a wireless message is sent longdistance for the first time from the Eiffel
Tower in Paris.

this day in 1969, NASA unveils its
23. On
moon-landing craft.
On this day in 1946, the UN
24.
establishes the International Atomic
Energy Commission.
On this day in 1915, Alexander
25.
Graham Bell in New York and
Thomas Watson in San Francisco make a
record telephone transmission.

On this day in 2005, Condoleezza
26.
Rice is appointed to the post of
secretary of state. The post makes her the

highest ranking African-American woman
ever to serve in the U.S. presidential cabinet.
On this day in 1967, three
27.
astronauts are killed in a flash fire
that engulfed their Apollo 1 spacecarft.
On this day in 1986, the space
28.
shuttle Challenger explodes just
after liftoff.

On this day in 1846, President James
On this day in 1929, The Seeing
13.
Polk dispatches General Zachary
29.
Eye, America’s first school for
Taylor and 4,000 troops to the Texas border
training dogs to guide the blind, is founded
as war with Mexico looms.

On this
14.
day in
1942, President

Franklin D.
Roosevelt orders
all aliens in the
U.S. to register with
the government.

15.

On this day in 2001, Wikipedia goes
online.

in Nashville,
Tennessee.

On this
30.
day in
1901, women

Prohibitionists
smash 12 saloons
in Kansas.
On this day
31.
in 1919, Jackie Robinson, first AfricanAmerican baseball player in the modern
major leagues, is born.

Melanie Duquesnel

Plan before You Spend this Year’s Tax
Refund on a Used Car
Do you start anticipating your income
tax refund at the beginning of each year?
Some consumers think of tax refunds as
unplanned bonuses, and many use their
refund to purchase a used car. Better
Business Bureau of Eastern Michigan
fields hundreds of complaints each year
from consumers who purchase used cars
with their refunds, only to be disappointed
later with a purchase that does not live up
to their expectations.
There are a few things to know when
purchasing a car in the State of Michigan:
• A car is not a returnable item, whether
used or brand new.
• Anything promised by a salesperson
needs to be included in the purchase
agreement or the seller is not obligated to
comply.
• If you purchase an ‘as is’ vehicle,
that means you are buying it AS IT IS.
The dealer or car lot where it is purchased
is under no obligation to do anything
free of charge if there are issues with the
car once you have signed the purchase
agreement. With an ‘as is’ purchase, buyers
have NO recourse - even if the engine
or other essential part immediately stops
functioning.
Buying a used car can be a great
investment that allows consumers to
purchase a reliable car that fits their needs
while still saving money. However, when
purchasing a used car it is important to
do the necessary research on the vehicle.
You’ve worked hard all year, so follow
these tips before driving away from your
tax return:
• Set a Price Limit. Decide the
maximum amount you can spend or the
maximum monthly payment if financing
the car through a loan.
• Determine Where to
Buy the Used Car. There
are three common venues to
purchase used cars: private
parties, dealerships and
independent lots.
° Private parties –
private parties tend to have
more reasonable prices;
however, the risk of getting a
car with problems is higher.
° Dealerships: Buying
a used car from a dealership
can provide you with
carefully inspected vehicles
and short-term warranties or
extended warranties that you

can purchase.
° Independent Operators:
Independent operators may offer attractive
deals, but some of these car lots may not
be properly licensed with the State.
• Choose a Car that Fits Specific
Needs. Think about the equipment the car
offers, the safety features that are needed,
the conditions the car will be driven in and
any necessities required for you or your
family.
• Do the Research. Look online at
websites such as KelleyBlueBook.com to
check the average retail prices of various
makes and models of used cars depending
on the year and how many miles are on the
car.
• Test Drive the Vehicle. Be thorough
when test driving a used car and make sure
to examine all of the features.
• Get a History Report and
Inspection. Find the Vehicle Identification
Number (VIN), which is located on the
driver’s side dashboard near the window
or on the driver’s side door. Make sure all
VINs are identical. You can use the VIN
to obtain an AutoCheck Vehicle History
Report or a Carfax report.
For more auto related information and
tips and to find auto services you can trust,
visit the BBB Auto Resource Center at
go.bbb.org/auto.
Editor’s Note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president
and CEO of the Better Business Bureau Serving
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and
promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248)
223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.
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Each month, ThumbPrint News
prints a photo of an object or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think
you know the answer, go to www.
thumbprintnews.com and enter your
answer. Of all persons submitting
correct answers by the 15th of the
month, one person will be randomly
selected to be entered into a drawing
for a wonderful surprise gift at the
end of this year! On December 31,
2015, one winner will be drawn and
the lucky person will be notified. (Our
2014 Grand Prize winner was Peter
McGlynn of Macomb, MI, who won
the drawing out of all of our monthly
winners for the year.)
In the December 2014 edition, we
asked our readers to identify what the
object pictured below was:

No one correctly identified the above
object as an antique counterweighted
Christmas tree candle holder. Our most
popular incorrect answer this month
was a ballcock valve for the inside of
a toilet.
During the Victorian era, Christmas
trees were lit with burning wax tapers
attached to the tree. The tree could
be decorated with all green
candles or assorted colors;
if white candles were used,
the tree was sprinkled with
artificial snow. Reflectors
of polished tin and brightly
colored paper in every shape
of star, leaf, fruit, or flower
surrounded the candleholders
to reflect the light. There
were also a variety of

to read online today!
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3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060
Jan 7 & Jan 21
Bus departs Port Huron at 9am
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Da5 Each pp
$2

Jan 14th & 28th
Bus departs Port Huron at 9am
holders: candleholder clips, glass
candle cups called Fairy Lights, and
counterweighted taper holders.
An advertisement in 1900 listed
“Wax Candles for Christmas Trees” in
assorted colors for 12 cents for a box
of 48; “Adjustable Candle Holders”
were priced at 10 cents a dozen.
Whether the colored wax candles were
held by expensive gilt taper holders
or twisted bits of tin, the result was
the same – a brightly illuminated
Christmas tree! Counterweighted
candle holders were one of the most
commonly used devices. They had
a hanging painted clay ball whose
weight would always keep the candle
upright.
The picture above shows the
drawing that was submitted for the
counterweighted candle holder when a
patent was applied for in 1867.
For our January contest we are
asking the question, “What is it?”
Identify what the object is that is
pictured below and for what it is
used. Remember – go to www.
thumbprintnews.com if you know the
answer. Good luck!

At Soaring Eagle
January 12th ~ $30 pp
Bus departs Port Huron at 9am

Overnight Trip

January 18th & 19th
Little River and Soaring Eagle

$99 per person
Bus departs Port Huron 7am on Jan. 18th

It’s Travel Time

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full
list of events on our website

Find us on
Facebook!

to reserve your seat call or visit

810-982-RIDE

www.982ride.com

GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?
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GRANNIE GILLIS
Continued from Page 1

would have:
1. Nina Grace Deland (my
grandmother), born 1898
2. Theodore DeLand, born 1899
3. John DeLand, born 1901
4. Ruth DeLand, born 1904
Here is the story my grandmother told
from her “Ramblings of a Young Girl”:
When I was little my
parents had a small farm in
Memphis, Macomb County,
Michigan, and to help feed
the family and pay for added
expenses my daddy helped
other farmers in the area and
was paid in fresh foods and
maybe a few cents.
In early autumn of 1908,
my daddy was told that a
large sugar beet farmer in
Caro, Tuscola County, in the Thumb area
of Michigan, needed all the help he could
get, at 15 cents an hour, to bring in his
crop of sugar beets. Caro was the leader in
the state of Michigan since the late 1800s
through the 1900s for their sugar beets. In
1899 the first sugar beet factory was built
in Caro, which later became the Michigan
sugar company, with the brand name of
Pioneer.

My parents talked it over and thought
the extra money would help out and as
soon as the rest of the hay was put in the
barn and we had the canning finished we
would all leave for Caro.
By the time that all was finished it was
the first of October. On the next day, by
the time the sun came up, Mama was
baking bread and fixing breakfast and
Daddy was getting the wagon ready, filling
it with quilts, pots and pans, supplies and
tools. After breakfast, while Mama was
cleaning up, Daddy was out hitching the
horse to the small covered wagon. We all
piled in the wagon and we were on our 70
mile journey to Caro. The
quilts that Mama had made
by hand from old clothing
had been spread on the wagon
floor and Nina, age 10,
Theodore, age 9, John, age 7
and Ruth, age 4, all piled in
and Mama and Daddy sat on
the front seat of the wagon.
The roads were all old dirt
roads and only as wide as the
wagon was and travel was
slow with only one horse.

Late in the day we stopped in a clearing
to feed and water the horse and let him
rest while Mama fixed us all something to
eat. Then Daddy and the horse had a short
nap. Since it was October, Daddy said that
the sun set early, so we needed to go. He
hitched the horse back to the wagon and
we were on our way again.
Daddy planned on traveling all night, so
when it got dark he stopped to light the two
lanterns on the front of the wagon because
the woods were
very dark at
night. Mama
put us to bed
in the back,
all wrapped in
quilts. Since I
was the oldest,
I got to take
the front of
the wagon and
could see out
the front of the wagon. The forest that we
had been riding through suddenly looked
very spooky in the dark with only the light
of the lantern. I heard the howls of coyotes
off in the distance and buried my face in
the quilt and pulled it over my head. Soon,
with the help of the sound of the wagon
wheels, I fell asleep.
At sun up we decided to stop for
awhile. Mama fixed breakfast and after
that Daddy and the horse took a short
nap. While Mama cleaned up we were
allowed to play, as long as it was close to
the wagon. Mama had brought her basket
full of wooden clothes pins and we played
building log cabins and fences. (I might
add that when I and my siblings were
small, our grandma would bring out HER
basket of wooden clothes pins for us to
play with.)
Finally Daddy woke up, hitched the
horse up and we were on our way again.
By late in the afternoon we reached the
sugar beet farm and Daddy talked to the
owner about the job. He said the job was
10 hours a day at 15 cents an hour until
all the sugar beets were harvested. He
then assigned us a small cabin. It wasn’t
much, just a one room shack with a table,
six chairs, a wood stove and a basin for
washing up in and doing the dishes. Out
back was the community outhouse. There
were several other families there, too, so

ABC

Home & Commercial Services

Page 11

we had other children to play with and
Before we knew it we could hear the
some of the older kids worked in the fields
roar
of the fire and then the crackling of
A multiservice company that you can trust!
too.
the trees as they burned. The fire was
We all went to bed early that night after
passing over our heads to the other side
dinner and our horse was fed and watered
of the river. It seemed like forever before
and very happy in the small pasture next to
the fire reduced the forest around us to
the shack with the other horses.
ash. However, before noon Daddy helped
Since Daddy had to be in the fields by
us all out of the river. All of us were safe,
sun up, Mama was up at 3:30 a.m. baking
even the horse. There was nothing left of
bread and fixing breakfast.
the farm, the shacks or the forest. There
Mama had fixed Daddy a
were two other families in the river who
lunch pail of fresh bread and
also survived and hopefully, those who
left over bacon from breakfast
ran off made it safely too.
and some jam. Daddy left to
Daddy put a few soaked quilts over
catch the farm wagon taking
the horse’s back. He put all of us kids on
the men to the fields. Mama made us do
the horse and we headed for home. The
some school work at the table – math,
roaring fires seemed behind us and all the
writing and reading. After that we were
rest was burnt to the ground. Families
allowed to go out and play with the other
along the way gave us food and water, but
kids if we stayed close by. While Mama
we kept on moving. Daddy put Mama on
was cleaning up the owner of the farm
the horse with us on the second day. It
came by and gave us some fresh beef and
took us three days to get home. The fires
a few vegetables. While we had bread and
finally went out as they reached Lake
jam for lunch, Mama set up her big iron
Huron.
pot on the stove and made a good beef
Being home felt so good, in our own
stew dinner with fresh bread.
beds with time to rest. I overheard Daddy
Daddy was really tired when he got
telling Mama about how many hundreds of
back, and dirty, so he took one of the flour
people died in the fires – most in the lower
sack towels that Mama made and he went
northeastern part of Michigan. Hundreds
down to the Cass River, which ran past
of mothers and their children, who were
the pasture, and he cleaned up. Each day
put on the
went pretty much the same, with the owner trains coming
bringing each family a small bit of fresh
south, all
meat and vegetables for the men when
burned to death
they came out of the fields.
as the train
Then the news came that the hot coals
tracks were
from the forest fires near Alpena, north of
overtaken by
us, had made their way over the narrow
the fires. They
span of the Saginaw Bay of Lake Huron
had no way
and the Thumb area of Michigan was
of getting out.
burning hot and moving fast.
The fires were
The farm owner gathered all of the
so hot that they
workers and asked how many wanted
melted the train tracks and twisted many
to stay a bit longer to finish harvesting
others.
the beets. Those who wanted to stay,
By the grace of God and by the quick
including Daddy, were paid in full and the
thinking of my Daddy, on that awful night
owner said he would pay the rest when
when we hid under wet quilts in the river,
they decided to leave. Daddy had decided
we were saved.
to stay only two more days.
That concludes the “Ramblings of a
The next day went well, although we
Young Girl” – one of the many stories told
could all smell smoke and see it in the far
to me by my paternal grandmother, Nina
distance. We all went to bed early that
Grace Deland/Gillis. She is so loved and
evening, but before the sun came up, on
missed.
the next day, the 15th of October, 1908,
Editor’s note: Patricia Gillis/Meldrum is
Daddy left the house and came back with
67 years old. She was born and raised
the horse. When he opened the door we
in Algonac, Michigan, and is the sister
could see flames close by.
of our long-time columnist, David Gillis,
Daddy told all of us to grab all of the
who introduced her to ThumbPrint News.
quilts and to follow him closely and all
Now residing in Arizona, she has been
of us with the horse in tow headed for
compiling her family genealogy for over
the Cass River. Mama took all of us kids
35 years and recently began to write down
into the river with the quilts and Daddy
followed with the horse. Mama soaked the some of the stories that her grandmother,
Nina Grace Deland/Gillis, told to her as
quilts in the river and covered us all as we
a child. Patricia’s ancestors have lived
crouched down. Mama then helped soak
in the lower Thumb area of Michigan for
two more quilts for the horse after Daddy
about 200 years. October of 2014 was the
got him to sit down too. Mama and Daddy
106th anniversary of the 1908 Great Fire
covered themselves with wet quilts as well
of Michigan.
and we all hugged close to the horse.
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By Liv Anne Lern

Dear Liv,
My girlfriend is gorgeous and the lead
singer in a popular band. She loves what
she does, she’s really good, and I’m very
proud of her. The problem I’m having
is that I don’t like that guys are always
approaching her at the gigs. Some are
okay. Some of them just want to tell her
how good she is. But lots of other guys
try to get her phone number or ask her
to meet them after she’s done. We love
each other very much, our relationship is
really tight, and of course she tells them
that she’s not interested, but I still can’t
stand it. And what worries me even more
is what’s happening when I’m not with
her. How can I make these guys stop
doing this?
Angered Andy
Oh my darling Andy,
You can’t stop these guys from doing
this…well, you CAN, but not in a way
that would leave you feeling dignified
or without a jail sentence or worse yet,
without a girlfriend!
I absolutely understand what you’re
saying, as I’ve had feelings like these
before. Although I don’t like to admit it,
and I’d like to call it something else, the
word is simply known as jealousy.
Jealousy is a really funny thing. It
often comes on rather suddenly, tends
to consume your thoughts totally, and
can destroy a relationship in a very short
period of time if not dealt with head on.

So this is what you can do to work
towards feeling better about this
situation. First things first; review,
confirm, and admit to yourself that
indeed this is what you’re feeling.
Secondly; just say it out loud - “I
feel jealous.” Now I know this may
border on the
ridiculous;
however, once
you do this in
the comfort
of your own
space, I’m
telling you, you’ll feel at least some
small sense of relief. After you’ve
completed these exercises, sit down
and talk with your girlfriend. Be truthful
about how you feel. (I realize this makes
you vulnerable to some degree, and
you may not be used to that, but this is
a healthy way to address this.) You’ve
mentioned that your relationship is
solid, and that she isn’t leading any of
these men on. Be sure to express this
understanding directly to your girlfriend,
as you don’t want to leave her with the
impression that you think she’s done
something wrong or that you don’t
trust her. You’re doing all of this to get
it out in the open. If you don’t, it will
fester inside of you, it will grow, and it
will drive a wedge between you. Your
honesty will be much appreciated, and
will give both of you a great opportunity
to discuss possible solutions.
Should you find for some reason or
another that you just can’t seem to do
anything of this sort, you may have to
consider trading this girlfriend in for a
stay-at-home blow-up version!
Live and Learn

to read online today!

church with her, telling me that if I don’t,
bad things will happen. I do believe in
God, but I don’t agree with organized
religion, and don’t feel comfortable
going through the motions. I really
can’t take it any longer. I’d like to say
something to her about this, but I don’t
want to hurt my mom’s feelings. What
can I do to make her stop? Please help
me Liv!
Delia
Dear Delia,
First of all I’d like to offer my
condolences to you and your family. The
passing of a loved one is always difficult
to say the least. These unfortunate life
events can frequently stir up feelings and
emotions that surface without warning.
Let’s take a closer look at what might be
going on here.
From what you’ve told me, I’m
assuming that before your father’s death,
your mother didn’t normally approach
you about this subject. My thought
would be that your father went to church
with your mother on a regular basis, and
that their long-term relationship filled
her with a strong sense of security. Your
mother’s world has been turned upside
down. If I were to guess, she’s probably
feeling very afraid, and in control of
absolutely nothing. What she’s known to

January 2015
be “normal”, is no longer so. Her routine
has been ripped away, and the only thing
she DOES know - is that she wants to
stop anything else bad from happening in
her life right now!
Consider agreeing to go to church
with her for the time being. Help her
get reacquainted and comfortable with
attending her church without your father.
Take time to chat with other members
as well, as those connections may help
build that much needed sense of security
your mother is yearning. As time goes
by, you’ll most likely see a reduction
in her need for your attendance, as
she’ll begin to feel stronger physically,
emotionally and spiritually. You’ll have
given her your support, strengthened
your bond, and helped her to walk on the
new path that has been laid before her.
In the end, I think you both will benefit
from this experience in a very powerful
way. How heavenly is that?!?
Live and Learn
If you would
like to ask Liv a
question that may
be addressed in a
future column, send
a short email to livannelern@gmail.com

Dear Liv,
My dad died close to two years
ago. My parents were married for 45
years and my mother was absolutely
devastated. I take time nearly every day
to check in on her, in which she often
takes the opportunity to nag me to go to
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Appliance Barn
810-956-5772
10324 Dixie Hwy
Ira Township

At the corner of M-29 & Bethuy
I think it’s time
for an upgrade!

By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer
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Refrigerators ~ Dryers ~ Stoves ~ Washers
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www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com
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under – but are millions
of years old. Almost
A multiservice company that you can trust!
every scoop of sand
just a foot or so in the
water will yield at least
one treasure. (Special
shark’s teeth scoopers
with a long handle are
sold almost everywhere
in the area. Walmart
always carries them.)
Take a zip lock bag
with you when you
are hunting so that you
have something in
which to put the teeth.
Sometimes you can
even find them just by
walking at the edge of the
water and looking closely as
the waves wash in.
There is beach-access parking and
also there are places to launch a canoe
or kayak, a picnic shelter, a playground,
restrooms and outdoor showers. Nature
trails, both paved and unpaved, which
travel through freshwater and saltwater
marshes, mangrove areas and tidal
flats, provide excellent opportunities
for wildlife viewing, which adds to the
charm of Caspersen Beach.

Venice Beach in Venice, Florida, is
known as the Shark’s Tooth Capital of
the World, but from my experience in
hunting the Gulf beaches of Florida
for shark’s teeth, Caspersen Beach has
always produced more. In fact, every
time I am
there by
myself or
when I have
brought
guests to join
in the hunt,
we have
Types of sharks’ teeth found
always been
at Caspersen Beach
successful.
Located at 4100 Harbor Drive in
Venice, Florida, Caspersen Beach’s sand
is darker and coarser than many beaches
nearby. A restored dune system features
boardwalk-style dune walkovers that
help to protect the ecosystem. It is a
National Healthy Beach and is certified
as a “Blue Wave” beach by the Clean
Beaches Council.
The basic tools for sharks’ teeth
hunting include a scooper that allows the
sand to sift through, leaving small bits
of shells and sharks’ teeth behind and a
good pair of eyes. Most of the teeth you
will find are small – one inch in size or

Editor’s note: If you have not yet joined
our Thumb Bird group and would like
to do so, the only requirements are that
you live or have lived in the Thumb of
Michigan and that you now spend part
or all of the year in Florida. Email
us your name and addresses in both
Michigan and Florida, your phone
number, and an email address where
we can contact you. The purpose of
this social group is to share ideas,
places to visit, restaurants,
etc. that have to do with our
Florida experiences and to
occasionally get together in
both Florida and Michigan
to talk about all things
Michigan and Florida.
Email your information to
thumbprintnews@comcast.
net. We will welcome you to
the group and send you an
invitation to our 3rd gettogether, which will take place
in Florida in February 2015.
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119 S. Main St., Yale, MI
Call for more details
810-387-2710

How to stop paying high
heating bills.

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI
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Main entrance to the park after the original arch of
wood burned circa 1929

MERRIMENT

Continued from Page 1

High School and Lakeview. When
the Wagner’s bought the property,
they had no intention of keeping the
doors open, but simply purchased
it to eliminate the competition of
their other parks. The park remained
closed until after World
War II, when Harry
Stahl, a good family
friend and business
partner, convinced
them to reopen the
park and let him run it. Stahl worked
with the Wagner family during their
first amusement park venture, which
was Electric Park in Detroit, where
they both got their start in the business.
Surprisingly, according to Alvin Wagner,
Jefferson Beach never made money,
which some people attribute to the fact
that there was never an admission charge
to get into the park.
Although Michigan only has a
handful of amusement parks today,
during the first half of the 1900s, the
state was dotted with more than 35
of them. During this time, the use of
streetcars or trolleys was very popular
and many owners found that putting an
attraction at the end of the lines would
increase the amount of riders. This was
no different for Jefferson Beach, as the
streetcar line ended right at the entrance
to the park. While there were many
other amusement parks in surrounding
areas, it was said that Jefferson Beach
rivaled many of them because it had an
embellished beach area, instead of just
a swimming pool. Adding to the allure
was the series of systematic lights that
would illuminate the water after dark.
Many of these parks stayed open as late
as midnight on summer days so people
could stay and swim because it was
often too hot for people to go home. It
was not rare to see roads along the water
lined with cars bumper to bumper with
people constantly jumping into the water
to escape the heat. Due to the fact that
there was no natural beach in the area of
Jefferson Beach, white sand was trucked
in from the shores of Lake Michigan to
beautify the swimming area.
In its heyday, Jefferson Beach offered
a vast variety of fun for kids of all ages.

in North America, constructed Jefferson
Beach as the largest single project of his
career. Pearce was a second generation
park developer and was so good he
became known as the “king of roller
coasters.” Pearce equipped Jefferson
Beach with one of his specialties, an
out-and-back roller coaster, which was
nearly 1,000 feet long and was the
longest coaster in Michigan the year it
was built, costing $80,000 to construct.
Unfortunately, information about the
Pearce family and their contribution to
one of America’s great thrill seeking
pastimes is very scarce. Adding to
the difficultly is most of their work
has disappeared with very little being
documented. While much remains
unknown, Fred Pearce is remembered
for a very important invention used to
build roller coasters – pressure-treated
creosoted lumber, which lasted a lot
longer than untreated wood, making
it possible for their creations to be
enjoyed for a much longer amount
of time. Pearce spent his life around
amusement parks, erecting 27 coasters
over his 50 years in the business. At
one time, he owned or worked at parks
in Michigan, Minnesota, Connecticut,
Missouri, Maryland, Colorado, Texas
and Oklahoma. One of his most notable
coasters he ever built was Trip Through
the Clouds at Riverview Park in Detroit,
which stood over 90-feet-tall and was
over a mile long. Pearce withdrew from
Jefferson Beach in 1936 and continued
on to other business ventures.
The Wagner family was very involved
in the amusement park business from the
very beginning. The Wagner’s owned
and ran Eastwood Park in Detroit for
17 years, as well as owning many other
parks in Michigan before purchasing
Jefferson Beach in 1944. George
Haas, a St. Clair Shores resident, built
the buildings at the park, including
the famous ballroom. Haas was also
responsible for designing many high
schools in the area, such as South Lake
View of the ballroom and bathhouse circa 1929
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Besides the roller coaster built
by Pearce, the park had the
A multiservice company that you can trust!
beach, a picnic area, merry-goround, huge dance pavilion, a
kiddie land, archery and shooting
range, multiple rides and all
the carnival games a kid could
ever want. A man, who used
to work at Jefferson Beach as
a kid, remembered that two of
the wheel games, including the
race horse game, were controlled
wheels. When the worker would
notice the wheel was about to
The Swooper at Jefferson Beach Amusement Park’s
stop on the winning section, they was unique because of its oval shape.
would step on a board under
much easier to load and unload riders, it
the ground and stop it wherever they
caused many people to become queasy.
wanted. The ballroom was one of the
greatest attractions at the park because of Only 19 Swoopers were built because
the company began financing their own
the way it was constructed. The building
Ferris wheels.
was massive, able to accommodate up
Fires were a disaster that plagued the
to 10,000 people and offered the strange
park
twice while in business, although
sensation of a floor floating because it
one
was
much more devastating than
was supported by giant wooden beams.
the
other.
The first fire took place only
One of the unique rides at Jefferson
a
few
days
after the amusement park
Beach was called the Swooper, which
opened,
claiming
the original entrance
was very rare. It was a type of wheelarch,
which
stood
50 feet tall and 24
ride, but it was oval, instead of circular.
feet
wide.
The
second
arch, which most
The cars did not swing freely as it did
people believed to be the original, was
on a Ferris wheel, but instead remained
constructed out of concrete, instead of
stationary and a steel cable pulled the
See MERRIMENT, Page 27
carts around. While this design made it

ALL WHEEL DRIVE
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ADMIRATION
(ăd′mə-rā′shən)
By Scherryl Antoniadis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

For our nation’s millions
of football fans, January is
arguably the most anticipated time of the
year, with the Super Bowl and countless
other bowl games to look forward to. The
athletes participating in these sporting
events have loyal (some may say rabid)
fans who show admiration for them by
wearing their team jerseys, jostling for
their autographs and spending no small
sum to attend their games.
Similarly, every fan of the entertainment
industry knows that January through
March is award season. During this time
each year we are inundated with elaborate
spectacles celebrating the stars of the
movie, theatre, television and music world.
(Did you know that there is actually an

award show to honor the “best
award show of the year?”) Fans
demonstrate admiration for their
favorite entertainers by attending
their performances, purchasing
their CDs/DVDs and emulating
their fashion sense -- and
sometimes even their lifestyle.
Admiration is a noun that
describes a feeling of deference,
approval and liking, or the emotion
aroused by something awe-inspiring or
astounding.
It is only natural for people to look up to
those whom they perceive to have superior
athleticism or artistic talent. I would agree
that there are many amazing sports figures
and entertainers on the world’s stage
today, and I see no harm in showing our
appreciation of their talent. However, I do
think the adulation shown to many of these
performers is symbolic of a society that
is becoming increasingly obsessed with
celebrity. I wonder . . . wouldn’t our time
and energy be better spent on recognizing
and rewarding the accomplishments of
“the common man?”
Most of us are, after all, everyday
people unequipped to provide an exciting
experience like watching a star quarterback
throw a winning pass or an actress giving
an award-winning performance. But we
do have what it takes to police our streets,
grow our food, care for our sick, labor
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in our factories and perform thousands of
other vital -- but often undervalued -- jobs.
If we really gave it some thought, we would
quickly realize that we are surrounded by
ordinary people doing extraordinary things
every day, but we take what they do for
granted. The average man (or woman) may
not have a glamorous job, but he works
hard to make a good life for himself and his
loved ones. My father was such a man.
Dad died on February 6, 2014, at the age
of 86. He was diagnosed with lung cancer
in December, so our family had precious
little time to accept the fact that we would
soon be losing him. But now, almost a year
later, I find myself thinking less about his
death and more about all that Dad achieved
in his life.
My Dad never
played professional
sports, he never
played an
instrument or wrote
a song, and he
never starred in a
movie (although he
was as handsome
as Cary Grant).
But while he was
never a public figure, my father did have
the unwavering admiration of all those
who knew him. How did he earn such
admiration? Simply by being the kind of
man he was.

Dad was a faithful and adoring husband
throughout his 64-year marriage to my
mom. The two of them worked very
hard and made untold sacrifices to give
me and my four siblings a happy home
life. Though times were often tough, they
never complained.
Dad was a devoted family man; nothing
was more important to him than his kids
and he made sure that we knew that every
day of our lives. Dad was loving, kind,
generous, patient and forgiving. He was
also a proud veteran of the U.S. Army
and a true man of his word. Bottom line,
my father was a man of great humor and
character, the kind of man you would be
proud to call your friend. I know we, his
children, were always very proud to call
him our dad and we told him so many,
many times over the years.
At this moment, you are probably
thinking about several people in your life
who have the same admirable qualities
that my dad possessed. Have you ever
told them how much you admire them
for what they do? Or for the kind of
person they are? Do they know what a
significant impact they have had on your
life? Personally, I believe my father and
other men like him should be honored
with -- in the parlance of the Academy
Awards -- a “Lifetime Achievement
Award.” Until then . . . thanks Dad.
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Bridging the
Whole Foods Gap
By David White

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

“Although modern consumers are far
more concerned about the origins of their
food than they once were, keenly eyeing
the source of that organic spinach, their
concern goes out the window when it
comes to wine.”
These words appear in a discussion
about affordability in The New California
Wine, the just-released book from San
Francisco Chronicle wine editor Jon
Bonné. It’s what he calls the Whole Foods
gap.
As he explains, “most consumers,
even if they are the type to shop at that
particular upscale grocery store and
obsess about the origins of their food,
simply couldn’t care less about where their
wine comes from or how it was farmed.”
The numbers back this up.
Consider organic food sales.
They’re soaring. In 2012, according to
government data, sales of organic food
increased 7.4 percent over the previous
year -- about double the growth rate for
food overall. Since 1990, the amount of
U.S. farmland dedicated to organic crops
and livestock has increased fourfold.
Organic meat and produce often cost
twice as much as their conventional
counterparts. But Americans are
beginning to take an interest in where
their food comes from. So they’re moving
away from industrialized calories and
toward production that eschews pesticides
and values sustainability, even if it means
paying more.
With wine, however, Americans still
drink cheap, without giving much thought
to sourcing or production. The average
bottle of wine in the United States sells
for just $6.22. Nine in ten bottles sold cost
less than $12.
Look at Whole Foods. While shopping
for free-range chicken, cage-free eggs, and
artisanal cheese, consumers are presented
with stacks of wine from Three Wishes.
Retailing for $3, it’s produced for Whole
Foods by the Wine Group, the nation’s
second-largest wine company.
Or consider Trader Joe’s. Just feet from
where consumers pick up local fruit sits
a wall of wine from Charles Shaw. Better
known as “Two Buck Chuck,” the wine
is produced by Bronco, the nation’s fifthlargest wine company.
Wines like these benefit from
economies of scale, of course. But they
also rely on a host of winemaking tricks.
That oaky aroma? It typically isn’t
from barrels, but rather from oak chips
and sawdust dumped into the wine.

The juiciness is often the result of acid
additions. The weight and texture
of inexpensive wine could be from
concentrates engineered to fill gaps. It’s
better wine through chemistry.
The grapes for these wines are generally
grown in California’s vast Central Valley,
where farmers rely on constant irrigation
and regular use of chemicals to keep
output high. With California experiencing
one of its worst droughts in history, the
sustainability of these methods is worth
scrutiny.
This isn’t to say that inexpensive wines
are inevitably bad. There are certainly
satisfactory options available for less
than $10. But spending so little almost
guarantees you’ll be drinking industrial
wine.
Bonné and I recently chatted about this
dilemma.
“I don’t think that we should be
confronted with the option of either
beautifully farmed but very expensive
grapes on relatively expensive land, or
somewhat chemically farmed grapes
in industrial vineyards, as our only two
options,” he contended. “I think there
has to be some middle ground in which
you can farm grapes virtuously for a table
wine.”
He’s right. And even in California, it’s
possible to find honest wine.
One label Bonné recommends is
Broadside, a value-priced side project
from two admired up-and-coming
vintners. Another is Foxglove, a valuepriced offering from the brothers behind
Varner and Neely, two highly acclaimed
labels. He also suggests Lioco Wines.
Lioco’s “Indica,” a red blend based on oldvine Carignane, is a delightful wine that’s
reminiscent of both Beaujolais and Côtes
du Rhone.
Bonné expects more value-priced
offerings in the years ahead. “There
is absolutely a mandate for newer
winemakers in California to take their
talent and apply it to less expensive wine,”
he insisted.
And he’s optimistic about the future.
“People who are willing to pay a premium
for whatever it is -- say tomato sauce
made by a small company rather than
Ragu -- are going to need to extend those
values into wine.”
In time, they will.

Editor’s note: David White is the
founder and editor of Terroirist.
com, which was named “Best
Overall Wine Blog” at the 2013
Wine Blog Awards. His columns
are housed at Grape Collective.

Home & Commercial Services

Page 17

CottageLiving
A multiservice company that you can trust!

By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Happy New Year to all ThumbPrint
News readers! The New Year brings
feelings of a fresh start, with new
beginnings and plans for another great
year ahead. Owning a second home or
seasonal cottage brings thoughts and
concerns of their own as well. If you
own a cabin or cottage, as you know, the
Michigan weather can wreak havoc on
the outside of a home that is exposed
to the harsh winters. There is extra
care and attention that needs to be
put towards a seasonal home, both in
routine repairs and awareness of safety
hazards.
Home owner’s insurance differs from
our homestead insurance in a few ways,
due to flooding, trees and plumbing
issues that can arise at certain times of
the year. While shopping for prices and
different coverage on my cottage this
year, certain things on my “checklist”
have been added that I would probably
have not thought about, but have
decided to write about as they come to
mind.
This year, I have to be mindful of my
deck area and I am aware that I must
have safety rails or certain items in place
for security reasons. My roof will get a
very close look this spring, as well as any
tree and weather hazards that could take
place at any given moment. Some things
are out of our control, such as inclement
weather casualties year round, but some
of the small things should be given
attention as well.
This spring, when I open my cottage
up, I will take care that all my steps are
sturdy and solid. I will double check for
shingles or roofing issues that need to

be addressed in the spring before any
further damage can happen. I will be
checking for any trip hazards both in
front and in back of the place to insure
the safety of my guests. I will also make
sure the heating and cooling systems
are well maintained and checked for
any damages. Wall outlets and electrical
housing will be double checked as
well. Wiring and circuit breakers will be
eyeballed to check for wear and possible
replacement. Bathroom outlets will be
checked as well.
The landscaping will get special
attention to watch out for any loose rocks
or stones that could cause a slip hazard.
Since most of my guests’ time is spent
outside around a bonfire in the warmer
months, I will create a safety ring of lake
rocks to avoid anyone from getting a little
too close to the fire! Outdoor electrical
and phone/cable lines will be inspected
for sagging or weather exposure. Fresh
batteries in the outdoor motion lights will
be replaced in areas for stepping safety
where people tend to walk around at
night. All tree health will be taken into
consideration, and pruning of any dead
branches will be addressed. Any cracked
or raised and damaged concrete will be
repaired if necessary. Any holes dug by
critters or my own domestic critter will be
filled in and flattened to avoid a twisted
ankle around the outside perimeter.
In summary, a really good once over of
all rooms and building structures both in
and out of the cottage will be taken into
deep consideration this spring, as my
goal is to provide a fun and safe place
to visit and enjoy Michigan’s beautiful
Thumb area for another year of great
memories!

Unsatisfied
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By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Last month I started talking about
tips to make a trip to the hardware
store or home improvement center less
frustrating. This month I will continue
with some more tips that will ensure you
not only get the items you need but will
do the job right. The trip to these stores
can be a headache as you keep going
back for things you forgot, to return a
defective item, or because you didn’t
buy enough. Here are some tips to make
those trips more successful.
Make That List, Check it Twice –
The first thing to do when undertaking
a project is to make a list of everything
you need. Whether you write it on
paper or are able to accurately compile a
mental list, a list of items you need and
don’t have will help ensure that you get
every item for a project. Don’t forget
to take the list with you as well. I know
many people who made lists but forgot
to bring them.

Make sure you
ask if your list is
complete. Ask an
associate if they have
done the project before
or are at least very familiar with doing it.

They might know of something that you
forgot you needed. This is especially
important if the project is something you
haven’t done in a while. Maybe you
didn’t realize that you needed sandpaper
for your painting project. Perhaps
you didn’t realize that you needed a
special socket for removing a spark
plug. I know that sometimes finding
an employee with experience can be
difficult, but rest assured they do exist
and there are more of them than you
think.
Quality over Cost – I am frugal
and will look for ways to not
spend so much money when
I can. At the same time,
I know that sometimes
the cheapest item is
not always the best.
Cheap paint does not
work as well as paint
that costs more. Cheap
paint brushes will leave more brush
strokes than more expensive ones.
Cheap tools don’t last as long or work
as well as more expensive ones. I am
not saying that you need to buy the most
expensive item, just consider the cost
versus quality trade off.
If you are away from home and
just need a screwdriver to use on one
particular project, a cheaper one would
be the way to go. If you are buying a set
of tools for you to have and use often,
look for quality. If you are painting
something that doesn’t need to look

The technical term for ice-cream brain freeze is sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia.
Japanese ice cream flavors include cactus, raw horseflesh, squid gut,
pit viper, goat, charcoal, collagen, cow tongue and jellyfish.
Before cane sugar was introduced to Europe,
food was often sweetened with parsnips.
Until the 15th century, “cake” meant a flat, round loaf of bread.
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perfect or be the best paint, use whatever for something you want, be prepared that
is inexpensive. If you want it to Ahold
the person may not know what you are
multiservice company that you can trust!
up and last, look for paint that is better
referring to. It may be due to a lack of
quality. If you are looking for a drill
experience or it could be due to them not
for small home projects, buy one that is
being familiar with the term. It could be
inexpensive. If you are building houses
a term that not many people use or could
for a living, buy an expensive name
be a regional difference.
brand cordless drill with as many volts
I have worked in areas like Romeo,
as you can stand.
Shelby Township, Rochester Hills and
While more
Lake Orion. I became used to people
expensive things
asking for RV antifreeze. That was
tend to be better
exactly what they called it. One day
quality, sometimes something is
someone came in asking for “red pop”
priced higher because of the name. Find
and I thought they actually wanted
out what people are saying about an
Faygo Red Pop since the store also
item to make sure it is worth spending
carried it. They explained it
the money. Sometimes items that are
was RV antifreeze and
supposed to be better quality break.
then I knew what they
These items usually have a warranty that
wanted. They were
will cover such an event. If it doesn’t,
one of only two people
it may not be as good of an item as you
in the area who came
thought.
in asking for “red
What Did You Call It? – We refer
pop.” When I started
to all tissue as Kleenex even though it
working in Algonac,
is the brand of a specific tissue. That is
people almost always
how well-known that brand has become.
ask for “red pop”
There are items in hardware stores that
when they want RV
suffer the same fate. If someone comes
antifreeze.
in asking for a Molly, they are asking
I hope everyone has a wonderful
for a wall anchor. When someone asks
beginning to the year. Hopefully you
for Visqueen they are asking for plastic
are able to keep some of those New
sheeting. These are all brand names that
Year’s resolutions. Remember to be
have become synonymous with the item
safe when you do any project and
itself.
respect your limitations. If you have
I have been on the hardware store
any questions or comments, email me at
scene for a long time and am fairly
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and I will
familiar with many of the names that are
reply in a timely manner.
used for different products. I still come
Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 16
across someone asking for something
years of experience working in retail
that I know about by using a name I
hardware and has been trained and has
have never heard of. Then I have to ask
learned much about home improvement,
what they are referring to as though it is
maintenance and repair. He currently is
my first day on the job.
employed by LumberJack and runs their
When you go to the store with a name
paint department.
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By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Feng Shui is an ancient Chinese art
that originated over 3,000 years ago.
Feng (Wind) Shui (Water) is based on
the Taoist vision and comprehension
of nature, primarily the understanding
of all land consisting of Chi (energy).
Equally considered a science, Feng
Shui is a complex body of knowledge
focusing on the energy balancing of a
given space to assure health and good
fortune to its inhabitants. Ridding
the area of clutter (stagnant energy),
rearranging furniture (improves energy
flow), removal of items contributing
negative energy (artificial flowers), and
implementing appropriate elements
(wood, wind, water) to increase positive
energies aim to benefit and bless the
occupants.
Feng Shui’s main tool is a compass
based energy grid or bagua. An
alternative to this traditional implement

is the BTB (Western) map composed
of nine identically sized rectangles
arranged in three rows of three. The
map acts as a guide and works with
the spaces’ floor plan. Each block
represents certain aspects of Feng Shui.
The bottom row begins at the front door
and moves up. Each row is read from
left to right. Bottom: Personal GrowthCultivation, Career-Life Path, Helpful
People-Blessings. Middle: HealthFamily, Center-Heart-Balance, ChildrenCreativity. Top: Prosperity-Abundance,
Fame-Reputation, Love-Marriage.
To usher in New Year abundance, “Get
cooking”. In Feng Shui terms, the stove
carries a strong influence on one’s public
life, career, recognition and wealth. All
burners should be functional and kept
clean. Using all of the stove’s burners
at the same time on a frequent basis
will energize an important Feng Shui
area of your home and beckon greater
success. The burners
themselves represent
money and adding
mirrors behind or
to the side of the
stove symbolically
doubles your
wealth. Happy
New Year!
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CREMATION
$995
NEW LOCATION

57737 Gratiot Ave. at 261/2 Mile

New Haven 586.749.9585
Kenneth L. White Manager

1634 Lapeer Ave.

Port Huron 810.985.5123
Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

Krown Rust Control
GET YOUR VEHICLE UNDERCOATED
BEFORE THE SALT HITS THE ROAD
6011 S. Lakeshore Road
Lexington, MI 48450

krown.com

(810) 359-7880

Page 21

factor. Treatment plans
A multiservice company that you canfor
trust!FIC usually focus
on reducing stress in
the cat’s environment,
alleviating pain and
decreasing recurring
By Dr. DiBenedetto episodes. Developing
a treatment plan is also
ThumbPrint News Columnist
complicated by the
Last month I discussed Feline Lower
fact that the symptoms come and go and
Urinary Tract Disease and its many causes.
vary between patients. Relieving stress
This month I will focus on the challenges
starts with environmental enrichment.
of diagnosing and treating the many
This can be by providing your cat
causes.
window perches, scratching posts and
To diagnose lower urinary tract disease,
toys to prevent boredom and encouraging
your veterinarian should conduct a
instinctual stalking and pouncing behavior.
complete physical exam and obtain a urine
You should also make sure you have one
sample from your cat. There are a series
more litter box
of tests that are run on the urine to identify
than the number
abnormalities. Depending on the results,
of cats in your
further testing like a bacterial culture
house. Many
and sensitivity test may be required. This
times stressed
can determine whether a urinary tract
cats need more
infection is causing your cat’s symptoms.
personal space
The urinalysis can also help us to decide if
and prefer their
blood work is needed to rule out systemic
litter box to
diseases such as diabetes or kidney
be in a quiet
disease. In some cases radiographs or an
area. Cats with cystitis need to drink more
ultrasound may be indicated to rule out the
water. Water fountains help by giving your
presence of bladder stones or tumors in the
cat access to continuous fresh water.
bladder. If the physical exam shows your
Sometimes switching to feeding strictly
cat is blocked and cannot urinate, he must
canned food can help to increase moisture
receive immediate medical attention to
intake. Royal Canin also has a prescription
relieve the obstruction.
urinary diet that is formulated to increase
Treatment options are going to vary
water intake as well as control crystal
and be based on the exam and laboratory
formation. Pain relief is best provided by
findings. If a systemic disease is identified
oral pain medications. These medications
then treatments would focus on treating
should be used with caution and only
that disease process in order to resolve the
under the supervision of your veterinarian.
urinary symptoms. For example, diabetic
The frustrating part for both veterinarians
patients would be put on insulin therapy
and owners about treating this disease
and cats with kidney disease would be
is that the combination of what works
placed on a special diet and medications to
with one cat may not work for another
help out the kidneys. Bladder stones may
cat, which means attempting multiple
require surgical removal. Bladder cancer
treatments before finding one that will
may require extensive treatment with
decrease flair –ups.
possible referral to a veterinary oncologist.
Because blocked cats are generally ill, they Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a
will in many cases need to be hospitalized
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary
for several days. They should not only
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy,
have a urinary catheter placed to relieve
Michigan. The hospital website is: www.
the obstruction and to flush the bladder, but MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.
should be started on antibiotics and have
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248)
intravenous fluid therapy until they are
585-2622 for other pet related questions.
urinating well and eating on their own.
As mentioned
last month the most
common cause of
FLUTD is Feline
Interstitial Cystitis
(FIC). This disease
process is the most
complex and therefore
most difficult to treat.
The actual cause of
this disease is not
known, but research
to this point shows
stress plays a major
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If you have an event in February that you would like listed in the February issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by January 12, 2014. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

Flint - January 24 & 31
Super Saturday Storytime, Flint

Public Library, 1026 E. Kearsley, 11:00
a.m. A different theme each Saturday. For
preschool, kindergarten and elementary
age children. For more information visit
www.fpl.info/kidsweb/.

Huron

No events were submitted for Huron
County for January, 2015. If you would
like to see an event listed for Huron
County in our February edition, please
submit it to thumbprintnews@comcast.net
no later than January 12, 2015.

Lapeer

No events were submitted for Lapeer
County for January, 2015. If you would
like to see an event listed for Lapeer
County in our February edition, please
submit it to thumbprintnews@comcast.net
no later than January 12, 2015.

Macomb

Memphis - January 24
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions

Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. Everyone
welcome. Cost is $10 per player. Prizes for
the top three scorers. Snacks available. All
the proceeds go to humanitarian projects

of the Memphis Lions Club. For more
information contact fravis53@comcast.net
or (810) 392-3717.

Oakland

Rochester - January 23-25
8th Annual Fire & Ice Festival,

downtown area. Activities include dog
sled rides, a tube sledding hill, ice skating,
a figure skating demonstration, snow
shoeing, cross-country skiing, ice carvings,
marshmallow roasting, and a taste fest/
beer tent. There is no charge for any of
the winter activities. Face painting is
available. The Big Bright Light Show
illuminates downtown each night. For
more events and information visit http://
downtownrochestermi.com.

St. Clair

Memphis - January 5
Game Day at the Library, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 3:30 p.m.
Students in grades K-5 are invited to come
to the library to play a board game (Uno,
Tenzi, etc.). Registration requested by
calling (810) 392-2980.

Yale - January 5, 12 & 26
Montage Monday, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 3:00 p.m. Teens, drop in
for crafts, puzzles, games and snacks.
Registration requested by calling (810)
387-2940.

Capac - January 7, 14, 21 & 28
Read to Chief, the Reader Dog,

Capac Library, 111 N. Main, 2:30 p.m.
– 4:30 p.m. Chief, a German Shepherd
therapy dog, invites school-age children
to read to him. For more information call
(810) 395-7000.

Algonac - January 8, 15, 22 & 29
STEAM (Set goals, Take control,
Eat healthy, Accountability, Move),
Algonac-Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair River
Dr., 11:00 a.m. Thinking about your New
Year’s resolution? Join our STEAM group
for 8 weeks and make a new start. Rose
Rumball, certified personal trainer, will
teach you easy chair exercises, behavior
modification, healthy snacking and how to
plan meals to save money. For adults only.
Registration requested by calling (810)
794-4471.

Lakeport - January 8
Chair Demonstration Exercises,

Burtchville Twp. Library, 7097 Second
St., 1:30 p.m. Meet Reta Babisz, Health
and Fitness Coordinator for St. Clair
County Council on Aging, and learn chair
exercises, a fitness program for seniors.
Registration requested by calling (810)
385-8550.

Port Huron - January 8
Friends Supporting Parents, Ross

Bible Church, 2865 Maywood Drive. This
is a non-profit organization dedicated to
serving the unique needs of parents who
are suffering from a miscarriage, stillbirth
or death of an infant. While we are not a
professional counseling service, our group
does consist of volunteer parents who
have also experienced the loss of a baby.
Our outreach program offers a lending
library of resources, one-on-one support
and a monthly group support meeting
that offers an environment of comfort,
understanding and reassurance. Not
affiliated with any religious denomination.
Meeting the 2nd Thursday of each month
beginning January 8, 2015. For more

information call (586) 215-0355 or email
fsp_friends@yahoo.com or visit www.
FriendsSupportingParents.org.

Port Huron - January 8-11 & 22-25
Port Huron International Silver
Stick, McMorran Arena, 701 McMorran
Blvd. The annual youth hockey tournament
has about 150 teams competing from
across the U.S. and Canada. Free.
Details available at www.ss-porthuron.
pointstreaksites.com.

Fort Gratiot - January 9
Partners at Heart Hosts “Free
Screenings to the Public”,

Birchwood Mall Food Court, 8:30 a.m.
– 10:30 a.m. Free blood pressure and
blood sugar screenings. Heart Healthy
educational materials will be freely
available as well. No registration required.
For more information call (800) 326-1811.
For a list of future 2015 events and other
Heart Healthy information, go to www.
partnersatheart.info.

Fair Haven - January 10
Kid Kreations, Ira Twp. Library, 7013

Meldrum Rd., 1:00 p.m. Visit the library to
make an icy creation to help you determine
the winter temperature. Ages 5-12. For
more information call (586) 725-9081.

St. Clair - January 13
Anime Club, St. Clair Library, 310

Second St., 6:00 p.m. This is where we
discuss anime, watch anime, and even
draw our own characters. Ages 12-18.
Snacks are provided, so come out and have
some fun! Registration required by calling
(810) 329-3951.

Port Huron - January 15
Sanborn Annual Winter Wine
Tasting, Port Huron Elks Lodge #343,

3292 Beach Rd., 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Benefits Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home.
$35 per person. Silent auction and 50/50
raffle. Contact (810) 985-5631 or (810)
388-1200 for further information.

GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!
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Fair Haven - January 16
Euchre Party, St. Peter Lutheran

Church, 6745 Palms Rd., registration at
6:30 p.m., games start at 7:00 p.m. $5
donation includes free goodies, coffee and
tea. Hot dogs and pop $1 donation. Cash
prizes. For more information call (810)
765-8161.

Marysville - January 17
Lego Mania, Marysville Library, 1175

Delaware, 11:00 a.m. Build Lego creations
with fellow LegoManiacs! Display your
creations in the library! (We supply the
Legos; details available at the desk.) For
more information call (810) 364-9493.

Port Huron - January 17
LEGO Creations, Port Huron Library,

210 McMorran Blvd., 10:00 a.m. Bring
your own Legos or use some of ours for
free play. Meet other Lego fans and pick
up great tips and pointers. Exchange ideas.
Bring your own beverages; popcorn will be
provided. Ages 5-12. For more information
call (810) 987-7323 ext. 132 or 130.

Port Huron - January 19
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Celebration, St. Clair Community

College Fine Arts Theatre, 323 Erie St.,
7:00 p.m. Free. A celebration of Martin
Luther King Jr.’s legacy with a variety

of musicians, musical styles, dramatic
performances and dance. For more
information call (810) 989-5560.

Port Huron - January 23 & 24
Chilly Fest, McMorran Place, 701

McMorran Boulevard and downtown area.
Major activities include a kid zone at the
memorial room in McMorran, a chili cookoff, show and ice sculptures. Most is free,
but some individual events are $1 each.
For more information call (810) 937-5049.

Port Huron - January 28
St. Clair Family History Group,

Port Huron Museum, 1115 Sixth St.,
7:30 p.m. There will be a round table
discussion on “What you have found out
about your family over the holidays”, or
if you have any genealogical problems
that you would like to discuss, please
feel free to bring those questions to the
discussion also. Anyone interested in local
history or researching their family tree may
visit our programs as a guest or become
a new member of the group. For more
information call (317) 600-7813 or visit
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/.

ABC
Huron Ave., 10:00 a.m. Cyclists meet to
ride from Lexington to Croswell and back,
a distance of 10 miles. Free. Meet for lunch
at Wimpy’s Place, 7270 Huron Ave. after.
For more information call (810) 359-7461.

Sanilac - January 10 & 24
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
– 11:00 p.m. Everyone welcome! Bring
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends!
$5 for members, $6 for guests (regular
dances). $10 membership per year. On
January 10th entertainment provided by
Melody Magic and on January 24th by
Lighthouse Three. For more information
call Leola at (810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at
(810) 404-4250.

Lexington - January 11
Blue Water Folk Society Acoustic
Open Mic Coffeehouse, Trinity
Episcopal Church, 5646 Main St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Sign-up begins at
6:15 p.m. Admission is free; donations
are welcome. Refreshments provided.
50/50 raffle to benefit Thumbfest 2015.
Bring a non-perishable food for Project

Sanilac

Home & Commercial Services
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Blessing. For more information contact
dawnmalek@comcast.net.
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Tuscola

Caro - January 20
Caro Community Hospital
Auxiliary Blood Drive, Caro Methodist
Church, 670 W. Gilford Rd., 12:00 p.m. –
6:00 p.m. Call Linda at (989) 673-3142 for
more information.

Wayne

Plymouth - January 9-11
Plymouth Ice Festival, downtown

area. This 29th annual event will feature
over 100 ice sculptures, live music and
entertainment, interactive family shows,
winter-themed tasty treats and a variety
of additional events to interest all ages.
Several new events include the Dueling
Chainsaws Speed Carving Show, Forest
Avenue Scavenger Hunt, petting farm
and pony rides. Sculptures are available
for viewing 24 hours a day and will
remain standing after the event - weather
permitting. For more information visit
plymouthicefestival.com.

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews

Lexington - January 1
New Year’s Day Bike Ride, Ehardt’s
Pharmacy and Medical Supply, 7275

ThumbPrint News travels to New York!
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in many
areas of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1000 businesses in nine Thumb counties are
now drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also taken ThumbPrint News
with them to many different states and countries (listed to the right on the chalk board).
ThumbPrint News was even seen on television on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and
at Walt Disney World in Florida with several of the Disney characters! The newspaper
has traveled to all of the seven continents.
This month, ThumbPrint News traveled to New York with two of our readers.
Michael G. Wasilco of Berlin Township, Michigan, recently paid a visit to his son and
his family in New York. Michael’s son, Mike, his wife, Lisa, and their daughters Julia,
6, and Olivia, 4, live near Caledonia. During his visit, Michael stopped by the JELL-0
Museum in LeRoy, New York, pictured on the left side of the chalkboard.
In addition, John Jamison III of Mount Clemens, Michigan, took ThumbPrint
News to the Village of Pittsford, New York, which is approximately 15 miles east of
downtown Rochester. He sent us the picture of himself at Pittsford’s Erie Canal Park
on New York State’s barge canal, seen on the right side of the chalkboard.
Here are a few random facts about New York that are quite interesting:
• The city of New York will pay for a one-way plane ticket for any homeless person
if they have a guaranteed place to stay.
• It takes 75,000 trees to print a Sunday edition of the New York Times.
• The first railroad in America ran a distance of 11 miles between Albany and
Schenectady.
• The Erie Canal, built across New York State in the 1820s, opened the Midwest to
development and helped the city of New York become a worldwide trading center.
If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with you
on a vacation or to an unusual place, you may submit an email and photo to us at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please tell us a little about the photo and include your
name, address and phone number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to
appear in ThumbPrint News. There are many places where ThumbPrint News has not
yet been – and lots of famous people to track down. Who will be the next person to
help us in our quest?
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Toll Free: 877-794-5678 Fax: 810-794-3288

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS has a large
selection of fenders, doors, hoods, patch
panels, motors, transmissions and more.
Call for all your auto parts needs!
Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1
Call (810) 329-3697, (810) 434-1802
or (810) 956-0164
For Sale
STORE AND WAREHOUSE
SHELVING, former gift and pet supply

store in Algonac. Many 15 foot long units buy 1 or all - $25 each, cash only. Great for
extra storage space in basements, garages
and sheds as well. Call (810) 614-8034
to arrange a time to view or go to www.
herbsandflowers.net.

OVER 1000 GREENHOUSE
GROWER’S BLACK PLASTIC POTS,

MIKE’S HAULING
Debris Removal
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

RUBBER
WHEEL
DUMPSTERS

If You Don’t Want It...I will Haul It!
Complete Clean-Up Service
Foreclosure Specialist, Garages, Basements,
Barns, Building Demolition, Indoor-Outdoor,
Estate Sales, Car Removal, Fire and Flood
Damage, Tractor Work Available

SAVE YOUR BACKS,
WEEKENDS & FRIENDS!

586-531-3103

~ Happy New Year ~

Walt’zz

Mechanical

Repair

Walt Meldrum, Owner
A.S.E. Certified (Master)
State Certified (Master)

Service & Repair
Engine • Transmission • Brakes

8041 St. Clair Hwy.
Casco, MI 48064

Custom Exhaust
• Electrical • Fuel Injection
• Air Conditioning • General Maintenace

(810) 326-1816
(810) 326-1469

Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

most gallon size, some larger. Former
greenhouse went out of business. Call
(810) 614-8036 for further questions or
to make an appointment to view. A link
to pictures of the pots can be emailed to
a potential customer as well. Located in
Algonac. $150 firm.

Wanted to Buy

LOOKING FOR RAIL ENGINE Steam

or Gas and cars. Scale 1/8, Narrow rail 7.5
wide. Call (810) 841-1731.

WANTED TO BUY: CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS,
interested in many types. Also unusual
artificial Christmas trees, such as those
made out of feathers, aluminum, or other
unusual materials or those in colors other
than green – from tabletop size to larger.
Call if you have just a few or you have a lot!
Please call (810) 614-8034.

ABC

GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?
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AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Laper
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650
OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.VIKINGFITNESS.COM

General
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Sue at (810)
278-4395.

2B1 ASK 1

Call

810-329-5863
For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $547 weekly. Wireless internet,
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us
online at gilliganscondo.com or call (586)
648-6168.

KITCHEN/BATHS • BASEMENTS • DOORS/WINDOWS
FLOORING • DECKS/PAVERS & MUCH MORE!

20

WATER SOFTENERS - DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS

% OFF
With this ad.
Expires 1/31/15

Call For
FREE Estimate

(586) 531-9349

Visit us online at www.feyersconstruction.com

Advertise Here
FOR JUST 95
$

Get MAXIMUM
Exposure Throughout
NINE Counties!

Huron

Tuscola

Genesee

Sanilac

Lapeer

Oakland

St. Clair
Macomb

Wayne

(810) 794-2300 CALL TODAY!
Read ThumbPrint News Online!

Lake Louise Camp
near Boyne Falls, Michigan

Sign up online to be notified when a new edition is available!

www.ThumbPrintNews.com

has two retreat lodges available for rent.
Close to snowmobile trails, and Boyne
Mountain. Each lodge sleeps 20 and
contains full bath facilities, refrigerator,
microwave and spacious meeting room.
Call 231-549-2728 or email inquiries to
program@lakelouisecommunity.org.

Saturday, January 24th, 2015
12:30pm to 3:00pm

17th Annual Low Cost Vaccination Clinic
for Low-income Families and Individuals
bluewaterareahs@comcast.net bluewaterareahs.petfinder.org

Call Blue Water Area H.S. for income and Residency Guidelines

Starting
at

14

$

25

Call Today!
(810) 794-2300

New Location:

4100 Griswold Road
Port Huron Twp., MI 48060

(Between Range Rd & Michigan Ave.)

Dogs:

810-987-4357

Rabies, Distemper & Parvo
$5.00 each for two dogs
$10.00 each additional dog
Cats: Rabies & RCP
$5.00 each for 2 cats
$10.00 each additional cat
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Winter Tanning
Special

The New Math of Relationship
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

By John Vincent Senkus

Fi

nancing
UltraPure &
Available!
UltraPure Plus
Management System

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

comes to having done something wrong.
“Your past is not your potential. In
Reflecting on our past to help our future
any hour you can choose to liberate the
is a good thing, but letting it create
future.” These powerful words from
the same negative patterns, thoughts,
Marilyn Ferguson demonstrate that we
habits, and perceptions is self-defeating.
have the power to change our direction,
Transcendence gives us the ability to take
and point ourselves toward our soul’s
full accountability of our previous actions
calling. But, becoming aligned with our
and mold them into powerful and positive
intended purpose requires us to literally
learning experiences.
rethink much of what culture, society,
3. Transcending the ego. When we
and even our upbringing has “taught”
allow our ego and its superficial
us. And with this reevaluation
tendencies to be at our core, we lose
(revelation?), there will be
touch not only with our true self,
some undoing….
but with our proper place in this
Self-Actualization
& Transcendence
By loosening and
world as well. Because when the
unraveling the
ego becomes bigger—the world
tightness of our mind, we
becomes smaller. We cannot
Self-Respect
create the necessary space
appreciate how expansive and
& Esteem
to surround our thoughts
wondrous life can be when we
with higher perspectives.
can’t see beyond ourselves.
This doesn’t mean we
Transcendence provides the
abolish everything and
view that we hold a very
Belonging & Love
start over—but it does
important, unique, rightful
mean there will be some
… and yet still humble
fallout as we challenge
place in the order of things.
the hurdles of the
Safety & Security
4. Transcending
status-quo:
dichotomies. In
1. Transcending
transcendence, the duality
our consciousness.
and polarity that is so
Physiological
This perspective
common dissolves. The
provides a higher
clashes of selfish versus
elevation platform
unselfish, masculine
from which to view life and ourselves. It
versus feminine, husband versus wife,
is disconnecting from our ego and instead
parent versus child, and me versus you
connecting to a higher plane of perception.
all start diminishing. Instead of a zeroThese “outside of self” revelations can
sum result, synergy is produced because
occur during peak experiences, meditation,
there is something to be gained from both
periods of solitude, love making,
perspectives. Transcendence gives us the
interactions with Nature, or they can show
ability to fuse conflicting components
up during the course of normal routines at
into an integrated whole. This principle
unexpected times. It is our soul’s way of
applies not only to our self-relationship and
trying to integrate with higher energies.
intimate partnership, but to the relationship
2. Transcending one’s past. Too many
we have with others, society, and this earth
of us get mired in allowing our past
as well.
to dictate our future. There is always
5. Transcending basic needs. Many
something to learn—especially when it
previously important lower needs lose their

1 Month
Unlimited Hex

®

NEW WINTER HOURS
Mon. - Sat.: 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Closed on Sundays

has been. Religion is external, attempting
to invoke spirituality through man-made
interpretations. A forest can be a better
temple than assembled brick and mortar
churches, whose self-made rules, rituals,
and fear base have little to do with the
nucleus of spirituality. Spirituality cannot
be pushed into us; it has to be pulled in
from our own higher consciousness.
9. Transcending the cycle of continuous
striving. Reaching our potential doesn’t
just happen as we lay swinging comfy
cozy in our hammocks—it takes effort
and work. However, transcendence brings
with it the ability to balance letting things
happen versus making them happen. This
realm allows us to better appreciate the
present, rather than a desired future state.
We can look at more things with less of an
impulse to improve upon them, instead,
having better admiration for them just
as they are. Our intentions for growing
and improving have a more peaceful
equilibrium with the future.
Ben Herbster stated, “The greatest
waste in the world is the difference
between what we are and what we could
become.” Challenge yourself to transcend
beyond perceived barriers—bringing new
light to your possibilities!
Thanks for reading! Please send any
questions or comments to 1and1equal3@
gmail.com.
In our next column, we will begin
examining the often misconstrued subject
of romance.

LONCAR LAW
Alan Loncar
Attorney at Law

(248) 920-3791

Nursing Home Planning
Estate Planning
Probate

PROTECT YOUR FUTURE NOW

aloncar@loncarpllc.com

*Per Package

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059

BioGuard

value. What once seemed so important
to our well-being can actually become
roadblocks to our development. Just
like the scaffolding necessary for the
construction of tall buildings—once the
building is in place—the scaffolding is no
longer required.
6. Transcending the influence of
others. The basis of transcendence is
the formation of a self-determining Self.
It’s doing the right thing even when it’s
unpopular. It is having integrity guide
our actions, and doing this because of our
beliefs—not due to accolades or what it
can get us. Transcendence means going
above culture’s and society’s “noise” and
not being influenced by their pitch of
distinction, esteem, success, or fitting in. It
is rising above and hearing your own voice
above that of all others.
7. Transcending our perceived abilities.
Transcendence allows us to see and
reach beyond our initial limitations. It
is recognizing we have weaknesses and
dependencies, but also realizing these are
not permanent conditions—especially
when these perceptions are based on the
opinion of others. It is knowing that we
can continually improve ourselves and
be better than we are. It’s acting with
a mindset that our potential is always
drawing nearer.
8. Transcending religion. Spirituality
and religion are two different things.
Spirituality is innate, honoring the God
that is already within you … and always

PLLC

38

Students

50 $5 Off

(810) 385-6063

84% of the power UltraPure
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wood like the first one was.
Firemen on the scene believed
the fire was set deliberately,
but no one was ever caught.
The second arch, which more
people are familiar with, went
through many design changes.
At one time, there were statues
Demolition of Jefferson Beach Amusement Park in 1959.
situated on the entrance that were The ballroom was used for boat storage as transition into
a full-time marina starts circa 1959.
considered offensive because
they weren’t adorned with clothes.
another three years after the park was
Shortly after, clothes were painted on
damaged, but it would eventually close
the statues, but they were eventually
its doors for good in 1959.
completely removed.
Once Jefferson Beach amusement
Another fire didn’t strike for nearly 20
park ceased to exist, buildings were
years. On April 15, 1955, a devastating
razed and rides were sold off. One of the
inferno much worse than the first
only buildings to survive the demolition
started, but luckily no one was hurt.
was the ballroom. The area that used to
The flames began in the Fun House
house thousands of screaming kids was
and concession building, completely
now making the transition into a marina.
destroying the Fun House. The huge
The change to a boatyard came at a
time when the area was starting to grow
immensely with a population of about
20,000 in 1950, to 76,657 10 years later.
The ballroom was now used to store
boats on the same floating dance floor
that many teens undeniably shared their
first kiss on and is still supported by the
same giant wooden beams. One of the
few clues to the marina’s history is the
road sign leading into the marina, which
reads Harry Stahl, paying tribute to the
Firefighters battled the fun house blaze circa 1955.
man who managed the park for many
fire swept through a large portion of
years. With the advent of automobiles,
the park before fire fighters could gain
street cars were taken out of commission
control, causing around $100,000 worth
to ensure they wouldn’t compete with
of damage. Adding to the difficulty to
the new form of transportation. As a
stay open were the complaints of noise
result, citizens wanted to see the country,
and crowds, which resulted in a push
making the old amusement park down
to close parks in the area. In the 1930s,
the street unappealing. While the park is
the number of amusement parks in the
long gone today, many lifelong St. Clair
United States was around 2000, but by
Shores’ citizens undoubtedly have fond
1939, the number of parks was only 245. memories of long summer days spent at
Surprisingly, a park, which was once
Jefferson Beach amusement park.
purchased with the intention of keeping
All photos for this story, courtesy of the St. Clair
the doors closed, remained open for
Shores Historical Commission, St. Clair Shores, MI.
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