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Spotlight on Marysville
The Mini Motor City

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Many settlements situated along a waterway supplemented their
early growth with businesses, such as the lumbering industry,
which slowly disappeared as the supply of timber dwindled –
leaving them wondering what new industry would supplement
their community.
Edward P. Vickery erected one of the first sawmills in what
is now the Marysville Park, but at the time, the area was known
by a different name. Originally known as Vickery’s Landing
in the early 1800s in honor of Mr. Vickery, the name was
eventually shortened to Vicksburg. Due to the fact that another
town in southern Michigan also went by the name Vicksburg,
much confusion was caused by the use of the same name. The
final straw was met by the delivery of Myron Williams’ piano
to the wrong Vicksburg, and as a result, the name was changed
to Marysville in 1862. The town’s new name was in honor of
Williams’ wife and daughter, who were both named Mary. For

Mysterious Events in the

Great Lakes

By David Odziana

ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES IN
Ad sizes and prices vary.
Call (810) 794-2300 and see
how we can help you be seen
throughout your community.
Check out our classified
section on page 24. If you want your ad to get
attention, contact ThumbPrint News.

(810) 794-2300

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

The Bermuda Triangle has become a well-known legend.
Despite many believing no such unexplainable forces exist, most
would be shocked to learn a much more treacherous triangle is
right in our backyard.
The Bermuda Triangle
encompasses Miami, Florida;
San Juan, Puerto Rico; and the
Bahamas, and is a beloved topic
for paranormal enthusiasts.The
Great Lakes are believed to hold
similar unknown influences
and both locations are home to

the next 40 years, Marysville was supplemented by the lumbering
and ship building of Nelson & Barney Mill, as they were the only
industry in the village.
While business remained stagnant in Marysville, many
breakthroughs in a relatively new industry were taking place just
over 50 miles southwest in Detroit. A
young man by the name of Childe Harold
Wills, who went by Harold because he
despised the name Childe, approached
Henry Ford in hopes of becoming
his part-time assistant. The two
quickly began designing race cars,
which Ford hoped would help them
receive backing for the company.
At the time, Ford was working for
Detroit Edison, but received financial
backing from the Detroit
Automotive Company
a short time later.
Ford was currently
working without
pay and when the
two teamed up, Wills also

See MARYSVILLE, Page 12

numerous air and sea disasters, which often baffle experts.
The triangle south of Florida has reports of odd events dating
all the way back to Christopher Columbus’s first voyage to the
New World in 1492, where he experienced compass issues and
confusion caused by shallow areas with no land nearby.
Ships and planes in these areas go missing for no apparent
reason, many of which never leave behind the slightest evidence
of ever existing. With one-third of all unsolved air and sea
catastrophes in the United States taking place in the lakes
surrounding Michigan, many are starting to take notice.
As more pilots became aware of the strange accidents taking
place over the lakes, many began opting to circumnavigate the
fresh water systems, rather than fly directly over the water, even
though it made for a longer trip.
Most often reported are malfunctioning directional devices,
fog appearing and disappearing in seconds and even eye witness
accounts of UFOs. The Bermuda Triangle has claimed more than
See MYSTERIOUS EVENTS, Page 20

YOU DIDN’T COME THIS FAR TO LOSE EVERYTHING.
Estate – Retirement – Wealth Preservation - Nursing Home – Elder Law

Planning for the future is the best thing you can do as you approach
your golden years. A comprehensive estate plan from Simasko Law
can do wonders to keep them comfortable and bright. It’s an
excellent way to preserve your assets and ensure the financial
security you and your loved ones deserve.

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

586-468-6793 . simaskolaw.com

319 North Gratiot Avenue • Mount Clemens, MI 48043
Appointments also available in Fort Gratiot, MI
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers online and is distributed to
prime locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you saw
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible
or liable for opinions and/or ideas
expressed by columnists or guest writers,
or articles not written by our staff.
If you want to receive ThumbPrint
News at your home, you can subscribe
for $2.00 (per issue) for shipping and
handling, and we will mail a copy directly
to you, or check our website for drop
locations in your area.

As I sat down to write my February
Letter from the Editor, January has
just begun. I was still getting back
to normal after all of the winter
holidays – Halloween, Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Eve –
which all seem to run together in
the retail world. My mind was not
cooperating as to a topic for this
month.
I thought about the holidays that
fall in February – Valentine’s Day,
Ground Hog Day, Black History
Month, Presidents’ Day and several
others - and I wondered if one
of those might work. However, I
just wasn’t being inspired. So I
googled “February Holidays 2015”
and I finally knew what I was going
to write about. This then, is a
tongue-in-cheek essay on less than
traditional holidays you may want to
celebrate in February. Please accept
my apologies in advance for any
holidays – regular, unique or bizarre
– that I don’t include, due to limited
space!
February 3 – The Day the Music
Died This holiday commemorates
the untimely death of singers Buddy
Holly, Richie Valens and the Big
Bopper in an airplane crash on
February 3, 1959, at the height of
their popularity. These were among
the top idols of the 1950s generation.
Memorials and remembrances
Visit us online at

occurred for years thereafter.
February 4 – Thank a Mailman
Day This holiday is your chance to
say thanks to the man or woman
who delivers your mail. The reliable
postal worker is always there doing
their job, regardless of the weather.
Winter is the best time to remember
just how hard their job can be.
February 8 – Boy Scout Day
Boy Scout Day celebrates the
birthday of Scouting in America.
On February 8, 1910, Chicago
publisher William Dickson Boyce
filed incorporation papers in the
District of Columbia to create the
Boy Scouts of America.
February 11 – White T-Shirt
Day This holiday honors the men
and women who participated in a
sit down strike at General Motors
in 1937. These autoworkers
helped the United
Auto Workers
(UAW) union to
become the sole
bargaining agent
for General Motors
autoworkers. The
strike ended on
this day in 1937.
Bert Christenson,
a member of UAW
Local 598, initiated
White Shirt Day, in
February 11, 1948.

February 13 – Get a Different
Name Day This holiday is for those
who are not fond of the name given
to them at birth, through no choice
of their own. Take advantage of
today to change your name. Get
a Different Name Day is actually a
copyrighted holiday. It was created
by the great folks at aka Wellcat.
com.
February 29 – Leap Day
However, this holiday only comes
every four years – and it doesn’t
happen this year. You will have to
wait until 2016! In the meantime,
go out and have some fun during
some of the other fabulous February
holidays. To find out other holidays
that do occur this month, go to
www.holidayinsights.com. Happy
celebrating!
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MUTUAL EQUITY

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Debts we collect on:

• Landlord Tenant judgments
& pre-judgments
• Personal Loans
Whether you are a business owner or individual • Direct loans from financial
institutions
who is owed money by someone, Mutual Equity
can help. We offer debt collection and judgement • Retail charge accounts
• Consumer loans
recovery services. We work hard to ensure you
• Credit card debts
receive the maximum reimbursement from the
• Medical bills
non-paying company or individual. NO FEES
• Auto loans
unless we collect!! Contact us today!
• Judgments
• NSF/stop payment checks
& many other debts incurred
by individual or business.
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586-279-DEBT(3328)
www.mutualequity.net

Achatz Chicken Dinner Benefitting Desert K-9’s
Friday, Feb. 6th 4-8 p.m.
St. Peter’s Church
Gratiot & 31 Mile

(serving our four legged soldiers)

Also music during this event provided by

Tommy & Keith “Brothers in Arms”

DIA Away Exhibit
Feb. 4th - 8th

(municipal parking lot next to Maniaci’s)

Snowmobile racing info at:
www.goodolddaysfestival.org
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2002
ESCAPDE

EXTENDED CAB
8 FT. BED

FWD

(810) 740-4143

1200 S. CARNEY DR.
ST. CLAIR, MI 48047

Call Us Direct at (810) 329-6601

Bill MacDonald Ford

*

F-150 4WD

IMPALA LS

Max wants you to know that

7,995

XLT FW

RWD

Used Car Sales Manager

Sales Specialist

BOB
KUSTASZ
Internet Specialist

HOURS: MON. & THU. 9am-8pm TUE., WED. & FRI. 9am-6pm SAT. 10am-2pm

is the Dealer with a Big Heart!

Visit Us Online at www.BillMacDonaldFord.com

*Absolute accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

REMOTE STARTER

MOST
FORD CARS

Starting at

2/28/15

$

$

199

2/28/15

COOLANT
SPECIAL

2/28/15

5995

$

WINTER IS HERE.
NOW IS THE TIME TO CHECK YOUR COOLANT!
2/28/15

Page 4		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

et the

e
Want to M

oT oth Fairy

to read online today!

February 2015

?

e Dental
d
i
S
t
h
g
i
r
B
!
Can Help

By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

On this day
1.
in 1965,
Reverend Martin

Luther King Jr. and
770 others are
arrested in protest
against voter
discrimination in
Alabama.

Submitted by Sarah Lively
The dentist and the Tooth Fairy have
always had a complicated relationship.
On one hand, the dentist spends his
whole life helping people keep their teeth
clean, all with the hope that they never
lose them. On the other hand you have
the Tooth Fairy, whose entire life revolves
around rewarding kids for every tooth they
lose.
The two don’t exactly sound like the most
likely of pairs. But despite their differences,
they do have one thing in common: they
both care about your teeth.
And, at least for now, they both want you
to keep them.
With a little help from the Tooth Fairy,
Bright Side Dental is bringing dental health
education to younger generations all across
Michigan. With February being National
Children’s Dental Health Month, their
mission is in full swing.
The Bright Side team believes that good
dental hygiene is something that starts from
an early age. So, as part of their mission,
they’re offering to visit students in third
grade and younger for no cost at all -- just a
little time and attention.
For them, it’s a matter of making dental
health education fun and engaging, yet still
making sure students realize its importance.
And taking the terror out of the kids’
next visit to the dentist’s office is always a
welcome addition.
Thankfully, Bright Side’s presentations
have a reputation of doing just that. Between
the Tooth Fairy’s lovable personality and
a dedication to fun interaction, Bright
Side Dental has a proven track record of
combining solid education with a hefty dose
of entertainment.

The presentations themselves cover
everything kids need to know about dental
health. From eating healthy foods to keeping
teeth properly cleaned, Bright Side Dental
and the Tooth Fairy won’t miss a beat.
Specific topics include:
• The proper ways to brush and floss
• Differences between “good” and “bad”
foods
• What makes plaque and tarter different
• The names of specific teeth
• The number of teeth in kids’ mouths vs.
adults’
• Reasons to keep your baby teeth clean
• Tools used at the dentist office
• The difference between a doctor and a
hygienist
• What the Tooth Fairy does with the
pearly whites she collects
Holding a room’s attention is a tall
order when it comes to working with kids,
and making a real difference is an entirely
different ball game. But this dental duo
has a winning formula that’s been proven
to work. Last year they had the chance to
educate more than 2,000 students within
the month of February alone.
That’s a success they hope to see continue
throughout this new year. Although
February is known as their busiest month
for presentations, visits are available year
round. The team only requires that any
schools with an interest in the presentations
be within seven miles of a local Bright Side
Dental office.
If you want to play a role in helping
improve dental health education and would
like the Tooth Fairy to make a visit, contact
Pam Lenning at (855)725-3628.

On this day in 1965, Canada’s
15.
maple leaf flag is raised for the first
time.
On this day in 1952, the FBI arrests
16.
10 members of the Ku Klux Klan in
North Carolina.
On this day in 1959, the United
17.
States launches its first weather
station in space, Vanguard II.
On this day in 1885, The
18.
Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn by Mark Twain is published in

On this day in 1876, the National
2.
Baseball League is founded with
eight teams.
New York.
On this day in 1920, the Allies
On this day in 1847,
3.
demanded that 890 German military
19.
rescuers finally reach
leaders stand trial for war crimes.
the ill-fated Donnor Party in the
Sierras.
this day in 1913, Rosa Lee Parks,
4. On
civil rights activist, is born.
On this day in 1941, the United
20.
States sends war planes to the
this day in 1971, two Apollo 14
Pacific.
5. On
astronauts walk on the moon.
On this day in 1940, the
this day in 1899, the Spanish21.
Germans begin construction of a
6. On
American War ends.
concentration camp at Auschwitz.
On this day
On this day in 1984, Britain and the
7.
in 1964,
22.
U.S. send warships to the Persian
the British band,
Gulf following an Iranian
The Beatles, are
greeted by 25,000
fans upon their
arrival in the United States at JFK Airport.

offensive against Iraq.

On this day in
23.
1945, U.S. Marines
plant an American flag

this day in 1910, the Boy Scouts of
atop Mount Suribachi on
8. On
America is incorporated.
Iwo Jima.
On this day in 1994, Nelson Mandela
On this day in
9.
becomes the first black president of
24.
1836, some 3,000 Mexicans
South America.
launch an assult on the Alamo with its 182
Texan defenders.
On this day in 1846, led by religious
10.
leader Brigham Young, the first
On this day in 1919, Oregon
Mormons begin a long westward exodus
25.
introduces the first state tax on
from Nauvoo, Illinois, to Utah.
gasoline at one cent per gallon, to be used
for road construction.
On this day in 1953, Walt
11.
Disney’s film Peter Pan
On this day in 1951, the 22nd
premiers.
26.
Amendment is added to the
Constitution limiting the Presidency to two
On this day in 1972,
terms.
12. Senator Edward
Kennedy advocates amnesty for
On this day in 1827, the first MardiVietnam draft resisters.
27.
Gras celebration is held in New
Orleans.
On this day in 1866, Jesse James
13. holds up his first bank.
On this day
28.
in 1066,
On this day in 1920, the League of
Westminster Abbey,
14. Women Voters is formed in Chicago
in celebration of the imminent ratification
of the 19th Amendment, giving women the
right to vote.

LONCAR LAW
Alan Loncar
Attorney at Law

PLLC

(248) 920-3791

Nursing Home Planning
Estate Planning
Probate

PROTECT YOUR FUTURE NOW

aloncar@loncarpllc.com

www.loncarpllc.com

the most famous
church in England,
opens its doors.
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FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM
A multiservice company that you can trust!

our year end drawing for a wonderful
surprise gift.
Scotch tape, the world’s first
transparent adhesive tape, was
invented in 1930 by 3M engineer
Richard Drew. The brand name Scotch
came about while Richard Drew was
testing his first masking tape, which he
also invented, to determine how much
adhesive he needed to add. The body
shop painter, so the story goes, became
frustrated with the sample masking
tape and said, “Take this tape back to
those Scotch bosses of yours and tell
them to put more adhesive on it!” The
name was soon applied to the entire
line of 3M tapes.
John A. Borden, another 3M
engineer, invented the first tape
dispenser with a built-in cutter blade
in 1932.

Each month, ThumbPrint News
prints a photo of an object or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think
you know the answer, go to www.
thumbprintnews.com and enter your
answer. Of all persons submitting
correct answers by the 15th of the
month, one person will be randomly
selected to be entered into a drawing
for a wonderful surprise gift at the end
of this year! On December 31, 2015,
one winner will be drawn and the
lucky person will be notified.
In the January 2015 edition, we
asked our readers to identify what the
object pictured below was:

Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

BELTONE

has the only

2.4GHz streaming
wireless technology

in the USA

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
the middle ear

FREE
Hearing
Screening

All of those submitting the correct
answer were entered into a random
drawing and, unfortunately, only
one person can be the winner for the
month. Bill Post of New Baltimore,
Michigan, identified the above object
as a close-up of the end of a tape
dispenser. Bill will be entered into

$

Valued at

130

Expires 2/28/15

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services
May Receive Up To

For our February contest we are
asking the question, “Where can
this roadside decoration be found?”
Identify the road and town or city
where it is located. Remember – go
to www.thumbprintnews.com if you
know the answer. Good luck!

$

Towards Two Hearing Aids*
*Certain restrictions may apply

Easy
Easy
Payment
Payment
Plans
Plans
Available
Available

4 Street Antiques
th

Vintage & Casual Decor
Specializing in Antique, Vintage &
Casual Decor for the Home

810-724-1800
Beth Murawski, Proprietor

347 North Cedar Street in Imlay City
(I-69 exit 168 N. 1.8 miles)

Follow us on Facebook to see the newest arrivals,
so you can find a gift that will last forever!

2,500

*

Hearing Aids
as low as

995

$

BeltoneTurn75 OpenFit

Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase
or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 2/28/15

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand
of Hearing Aid.
First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries
Offer expires 2/28/15

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler
UAW
entitled to

2 FREE

*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816
LJ-0001042400-01

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Marine City
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com

Page 6		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

to read online today!

February 2015

A B e au t i f u l N e w
Y e a r ’ s R e s olu t i on
By Gabriel
Jones
ThumbPrint News
Columnist

Studio Apartm
ents
Starting at $1
,374

Wife: “Gabriel!”
Gabriel: “Yes, love?”
Wife: “Gabriel, it’s the second month
of the year…February!”
Gabriel: “So?”
Wife: “Gabriel, it’s February and
you haven’t mentioned any New Year’s
resolutions. Aren’t you going to have
any this year?”
Gabriel: “Oh, you noticed. Well love,
this year will be different.”
Wife: “What do you mean…
different? Does that mean that you
won’t have any resolutions?”
Gabriel: Well, this year I’m only
going to have one…..but it’s a good
one!”
Wife: “You only made one resolution?
Are you going to tell me what it is?
Gabriel: “Well, love, you’re going to

see part of it now. Look in the dining
room, on the table. Tell me what you
see.”
Gabriel’s wife walks into the dining
room to see what Gabriel is talking
about.
She then sees a beautiful bouquet of
flowers on the dining room table. She
picks up the card next to it and starts to
read:
“To the love of my life. Each and
every day of this year I will show you in
many ways how much I love and need
you in my life. Happy Valentine’s Day,
Your loving husband, Gabriel.”
Gabriel’s wife instantly hugs Gabriel
and says, “Gabriel, what a beautiful
Valentine. I love your New Year’s
resolution. It will also be my resolution
for the New Year. I can now see that
2015 will be a beautiful year for both of
us.”
Another lesson learned by The
Restless Retiree.

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at
888-530-3426
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GOT MICE?

February 2015		

l
a
M
e
u
q
i
t
n
A
c
a
n
Algo
Find TS
TIMELESSe GIF
at th
Open

eek
Seven Days a W

:30pm, Sun
Mon-Sat 10am to 5

11am to 5pm

Home & Commercial Services

Page 7

A multiservice company that you can trust!

nter
e
C
e
d
a
r
T
and
94-4455
810-7

me!!

e test of ti

s stood th
ift that ha

lentine G
Give a Va

ts:
f
i
G
e
u
q
i
n
U
Fantasetlircy, , Glassware,
Jew Furniture,
Art, utical,
Na ys
Deco re
& Mo

Dealer Space Available

1031 St. Clair River Road
Algonac, MI 48001
(located in the Turn Key Self Storage)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 will meet
in February. Join us for fun, friendship
and opportunities to give back to our
community. Call (810) 392-5136 for the
location of the meeting.
Also, we would like your readers to
know that we collect bottles and cans all
year round to help with different needs in
the community. We provide assistance in
both Macomb and St. Clair Counties. For
bottle and can drop-off locations, call (810)
392-5136.
Diana Zhang

Dear Editor,
The Algonac Gym and Fitness Center
(formerly PowerHouse Gym and Fitness
Center ) is now your community site for
American Heart Association CPR courses.
HeartSaver CPR courses for lay persons are
scheduled on the second Monday of each
month from 9:00 a.m. - noon. Please stop in
to register and pick up your book at the gym
at 1099 St. Clair River Dr. in Algonac.
HealthCare Provider Courses are offered
on a as requested basis. For evening,
weekend classes, or HealthCare Provider
Courses for groups of four or more, please
call the Instructor Rose Rumball at (810)
512-8035 for special scheduling.

Rose Rumball

Dear Editor,
Project Graduation Class of 2015 for
Port Huron High School is having a bus
trip fundraiser to Greektown Casino on
Saturday, February 21. Cost is $40 per
person. Each person will receive $20
Greektown Casino Cash. Seats are limited.
Contact Dana Sergent at (810) 357-6637 for
details.
Dana Sergent
Project Graduation Class of 2015
Parent and Chairperson
Dear Editor and Staff,
I received the January 2015 issue of
ThumbPrint News today and was excited
and honored to see that you published my
story about my “Grannie Gillis and the
Great Michigan Fire of October 1908”.
Thank you very much. Not only does it
honor my grandmother and her family
for the great ordeal they went through
during that 1908 fire, but also honored all
of the people who lost their lives or their
homesteads. The special attention to the
photos added in the story was excellent and
please thank your staff. My husband and I
both agree that your publication is the best
that we have seen and we wish you a long
and fruitful publication.
Very Sincerely,
Patricia Meldrum

●
●
●
●
●

Visit us online at
www.MicrolonProducts.com
Improves Engine Efficiency
Reduces Maintenance
Reduces Noxious Emissions
Reduces Fuel Consumption
Provides Optimal Performance

BE A GAS MISER!
ASK ABOUT
ULTRABLUE ICE

866-452-3911
6601 Burroughs Avenue
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060
DAY TRIPS: $25, $30, $49 or $79

per person

FireKeepers: Feb 4th & 18th $25pp
Soaring Eagle: Feb 11th & 25th $25pp
Feb 16th w/Kingston Trio $30pp
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Joe Louis Arena: WWE SmackDown Mar 10th $79pp
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Kingston Trio
Bus Departs Port Huron Super K-Mart
at 9am for Day Trips
Smackdown Departure Time 5pm
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Sells Out Quickly, Don’t Delay, Call Today

$

March 10th
5pm to 11pm
Show Starts at 7pm
Section 223
Rows 2-5

Sells Out Quickly, Don’t Delay, Call Today

It’s Travel Time

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full
list of events on our website

Find us on
Facebook!

to reserve your seat call or visit

810-982-RIDE

www.982ride.com

to read online today!
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By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Energy savings is a topic I have
covered many times, but it is one
we can all relate to. After the high
cost of propane early last year, the
disappearance of the light bulb we
were used to, and the cost of heating an
average home on natural gas it makes
sense to address this issue many times.
Many of these tips I have covered
before, but it is nice to be reminded of
them this time of year.
Incandescent No More – If you
have shopped for light bulbs recently
you may have noticed that 100 watt
incandescent bulbs have changed. Even
regular 75 watt bulbs are very difficult
to find. All other wattages are soon to
follow. Thanks to legislation passed by
the federal government, incandescent
bulbs have now become halogen bulbs.
This means they use less wattage but put
off the same light as their incandescent
predecessors. This means they also cost
less money to use.
When it comes to saving money on
your electric bill, there are many
options available. The new
bulbs that have replaced
standard incandescents
save money because
they use less wattage,
but there are even better
money savers yet. The compact
fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) that have been
out for many years use considerably less
wattage to run. They also give out much
more light. They drive your electric
bill down considerably. They use more
electricity to start but use less to keep
running. There are more light-spectrum
choices to choose from making it easy to
get the kind of light you want in a room.
The latest and most exciting bulb is the
LED bulb.
There is no question LED bulbs save
money. My wife and I bought a LED
TV replacing our large and
considerably heavy tube
TV that we had for years.
Our electric bill dropped

five to ten dollars monthly. The same
energy savings is available in bulbs for
many applications. They use similar
wattages as CFLs, but they don’t use
as much wattage to start. They are also
always instant on and instantly bright as
opposed to CFLs. I have heard rumor of
them causing more eye strain, but I have
not had that experience with the bulbs I
put in our bedroom.
Using Savings to Save More – Now
that you are saving money thanks to
LED and CFL bulbs, you can use those
savings to save even more money. Start
by turning your heat down to 65 in the
winter. Next, buy an infrared heater or a
space heater with a thermostat that you
can afford, and run it in the room you
use the most. Use it to keep the room
at a comfortable heat level. Doing so
may use electricity, but you will save
considerable money on heating.
Keep That Heat In – Saving money
on heating will be hard if it keeps
escaping. The best way to make all
of this work to your benefit is to seal
your house well to keep all of that heat
in. Make sure that there is plenty of
insulation in your attic. Put plastic
window kits on all of the windows.
Make sure all of the weather-stripping
around windows and doors is still there.
Put door seals along the bottom of
exterior doors or install a threshold seal
to seal any gaps below the door. Put
insulation behind wall plates on exterior
walls. This will make sure your energy
saving don’t go to waste.
I hope you all have a wonderful
Valentine’s Day. Spend time with your
loved ones or your family. Stay warm
and safe until spring returns. Any
questions or comments, email me at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and I will
reply in a timely manner.
Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 16
years of experience working in retail
hardware and has been trained and has
learned much about home improvement,
maintenance and repair. He currently is
employed by LumberJack and runs their
paint department.
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WE ARE YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR SPORTING GOODS!
A multiservice company that you can trust!

YOU CAN FIND ALL YOUR ICE FISHING NEEDS AT ALGONAC

I CE F ISHING S UPPLIES

LICENSES
SOLD HERE!

Stocked at Algonac & Marysville

QUICK FLIP 1
WITH TRIPOD SHELTER
Now $187.49

QUICK FISH 3
POP-UP SHELTER

NOW $149.99

(you save 62.50)
sku E15300
$

(you save $50.00)
sku E69143

WIDE INFERNO
FLIP SHELTER

INSULATED INFERNO
FLIP 2 SHELTER

Now$284.99

Now$487.49

QUICK FLIP 2
SHELTER

Now 269.99
(you save $90.00)
sku E15400

ALGONAC STORE ONLY

ALGONAC STORE ONLY

(you save $95.00)
sku E15350

25%
Off

Sale good Feb. 1st thru 28th
25%
Off
Eskim
Ha d o
Augn
ers

HAND AUGER 6”
CURVE BLADE
SKU E16000

Now $60.00

HAND AUGER 8”
CURVE BLADE
SKU E16500

Now $67.49

(you save $19.99)

(you save $22.50)

6” H AND A UGER
SKU EDHO6
N OW $32.99

8” H AND A UGER
SKU EDHO8
N OW $37.49

(you save $162.50)
sku E15450

STRIKER ICE
OUTDOOR WEAR
Skandia
Tungston
Jigs

f
f
O
%
15
Q������ S���� R�� 8” 33��

Now $280.49

f

Q������ P������ 10”

Now $382.49
(you save $67.50 )
sku EHC40Q10

(you save $49.50 )
sku ESS38Q8

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.
(810) 794-4921

15% Of

Marine City
715 Chartier
(810) 765-8827

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.
(586) 725-2341

We Stock

I�� 40V E������� A����
���� R������

Now $450.49
(you save $79.50 )
sku E19150

St. Clair
2275 Fred Moore Highway
(810) 329-4781

Rapala
Jigging
Raps

Slab
Grabber
Spoons

25%
Oﬀ

Now
25%
Off

We Stock Live
Ice Fishing Bait:

Spikes, Mousees, Wax Worms

Marysville
151 North Range Rd.
(810) 364-8877

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier
(810) 765-8828

*Sorry, No Rain Checks. *Some items not exactly as shown. * Selection may vary by location. *Sale good while supplies last. Cash &
Carry. Sale prices are not valid in conjunction with any other oﬀer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market ﬂuctuation.
LumberJack is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Algonac Strore Only

Open 7 Days a Week!
www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together! ™
we fill and
sell recertified
Propane tanks
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HOME, SPORT & GARDEN

SHOW

McMorran Pavilion in Downtown Port Huron

FRIDAY, MARCH 20TH: 5PM-9PM
SATURDAY, MARCH 21ST: 9AM-7PM
SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND: 11AM-3PM
ADMISSION: $3.00 AT THE DOOR

SAVE 2.00
$

Discount coupons will be available at local area businesses
& online at wsaq.com, wbti.com & wphm.net

Enter to win this John
Deere Lawn Tractor from

96.9
WBTI

1380

Meet
Ben Coburn
& the
am
other WBTI
personalities! WPHM

Meet
Paul
Miller!

Meet
Chuck Santoni
& the other
WSAQ
personalities!

APPEARANCE BY PAWS! GOLF SIMULATOR!
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a Focus on

By David Gillis

ThumbPrint News Columnist

TUPIDITY
S

I recently came across a quote by Albert
Einstein that caused me to ponder some
philosophical truths about my past. I found
it of particular interest for the period of
my life when that portion of my brain
supposedly providing coping skills was
still in the developmental stage. The quote
was simply this: “The difference between
stupidity and genius is that genius has its
limits.”
It has taken me until the eighth decade
of my existence on this planet to garner
enough genius to put into words my
thoughts about some of my stupidity. And,
since age has provided a resilience of sorts
against embarrassment, I have decided to
share some of them publicaly. Without
further ado, I open the book on some really
stupid stuff I did as a kid.

One recollection draws me back to the
winter of 1954 or 1955. Growing up in
Algonac offered me access to the St. Clair
River. In February each year the broken
masses of ice from Lake Huron would
flow south and form towering dam-like
structures in the delta areas around Russell
and Harsens Islands.
Now, I reasoned then that if the residents
on the Walpole Island First Nation
Reserve could use the massive ice bridge
to traverse the few miles to the American
shore, I would have no problem playing
on the hills of crystalized water. What
my lack of genius didn’t allow me to
comprehend was the sure-footed travelers
from Canada had been doing this for
many generations. They had gained an
understanding of and respect for the flow
of ice. I had not.
What ended my adventures on the
ice flows of the mighty river was the
movement I felt one day. The frozen
platform I was on was moving me away
from the shoreline. I don’t recall whether
the fear of drowning or of my parents’
discovery of what I was doing captured the
moment, but I found a way back to safety.
My self-evaluation at the time would have
been that an otherwise brilliant person
will do something risky from time to time.
Today my analysis is more clearly that
most people are stupid sometimes.

As I examine my notes which I have
entitled, “If it sounds stupid, it’s stupid,”
I am now drawn to another experience
a few years later when I was, evidently,
still attempting to find my coping skills.
This, too, was during the coldest time
of year and, as in my previously related
adventure, was probably during the month
of February. For a kid growing up in
Algonac in the mid-1950s, that had to be
the most boring month.
“Bumper-hitching” on an icy street
was just one of those activities you didn’t
tell your mother about. This was surely
somewhat of a sport devised and practiced
by someone who didn’t mind being
referred to as a dunce. It didn’t require
special equipment or extensive training,
although with time you learned different
survival skills.
As a “bumper-hitcher” you needed only
a slippery, snow or ice covered street with
a limited amount of automobile traffic.
To play the game properly, you needed
to begin after dusk so as not to attract
too much attention. The hitcher would
wait on the side of the pavement and, as
a car passed, would jump out and grab its
rear bumper, flex his knees in a crouched
position, and skate through on the snow
and ice on his heels. There was no real
effort here; the car did the work and the
hitcher enjoyed the ride. Of course there
was always the challenge of what you
would do if the car suddenly stopped or,
worse yet, it drove over a spot on the street
that had no snow or ice. Oh, but that was
some of the adventure and much of the
stupidity.
“Bumper-hitching” is less popular
among our youth today. That’s not
because kids have developed better coping
skills. It is due to the disappearance of the
low chrome bumpers and the advent of
salted streets.
It is not my
intent that this
brief treatise be an
instructional manual for
any adolescents reading it.
Certainly, if I had had more
genius than stupidity I would
have realized the danger
of participating in
these “winter
sports.” However,
when you’re
only thirteen or
fourteen years old,
intelligence may
only be a quantified
theory. Stupidity
on the other hand is
boundless.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
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810.433.1613 $ OFF
Several Delivery Options Available
Fax your order to: 810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com

any purchase

of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink
valued at $20 or more.
One coupon per purchase.

Winter Tanning
Special
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

1 Month
Unlimited Hex

Fi

nancing
UltraPure &
Available!
UltraPure Plus
Management System

®

BioGuard

38

Students

50 $5 Off

*Per Package

(810) 385-6063

84% of the power UltraPure
uses is returned to the water,
heating your hot tub for FREE!
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

$

NEW WINTER HOURS
Mon. - Sat.: 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Closed on Sundays

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059
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TIRE & AUTO

810.364.4700
Free transportation to home, shopping or work!

13

OIL
CHANGE $
SPECIAL

95*

ThumbPrint News

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville Tire & Auto * Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

(810) 364-4700
* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)
Expires 2/28/2015. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

291 Range Rd. in Marysville

Visit us Online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Find us on Facebook
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worked without
receiving
compensation.
The two decided
to keep their day
Childe Harold Wills
jobs and work
on their automobile early in the morning
and late at night. Ford previously had the
idea to build a gas-powered car, so he
would make rough sketches and Wills
would finish them using his designing and
drafting skills. The two began spending
more and more time working on the
innovation, despite the struggles they faced
at the beginning. One story tells that the
two men, who couldn’t afford to heat their
small factory, would continue working
until their hands became numb and they
couldn’t move them anymore. Once this
happened, the co-workers would strap on
boxing gloves and beat up on each other
until they got their blood pumping and
warmed back up.
By 1902, work started on the new Ford
vehicle, which was finished just before
Christmas the same year. Although the
automobile was built well, both Wills and
Ford weren’t satisfied and began working
on their second design shortly after.
Unfortunately, the prototype would meet
its demise when Wills totaled the car on

Mack Avenue in Detroit. Once the Ford
Motor Company was formed in 1903,
Wills earned the title of metallurgist, chief
designer and the company’s first employee.
As early as 1912, Wills and Ford began
experiencing disagreements about certain
aspects of the company. While the Ford
Model T was a success, Wills believed he
could make it better, but Ford wanted it left
alone. When the Ford family went on a trip
to Europe, Wills saw his chance and began
ordering supplies for the new car, as well
as creating an alternate design. Once Ford
returned and saw the prototype, he was
furious and began canceling all orders for
the car and scrapped the whole idea.
While Wills and Ford didn’t always
agree, Ford knew how valuable Wills was
to the company. Despite the occasional
spat, the two were very good friends,
with Ford even being Wills’ best man
in his wedding. Wills is credited with
some tremendous breakthroughs in the
automotive world, such as the pedaloperated transmission, sealed-beam
headlights, as well as designing the Ford
logo, which is still in use today.
Wills’ greatest discovery was
undoubtedly the importance of vanadium
steel in automobile production, which was
flexible enough to form to curves without
tearing. Every model of Ford automobiles
was built using this steel, which proved
to stand the test of time, making mass
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production possible for the company.
been said that when Ford chose Wills as his
Once WWI broke out, the government
right-hand man, he guaranteed the success
called on the two men to produce a fraction of his business for at least 12 years after
of the 22,500 Liberty Aircraft engines
his departure. Adding to Wills’ fortune was
needed for use in the effort. Since Ford
his buyout from Ford, his salary earned
was preoccupied with other war interests,
over the years, as well as the royalties on
Wills took on the task of designing and
the numerous patents he held. At the time,
manufacturing the engines. Wills used a
Wills held patents on all-steel bodies, spot
cold forging process, which significantly
welding, punch presses and much more.
reduced the cost of producing the
However, Wills could have made much
cylinders. He also invented a small aerial
more money, but for whatever reason,
torpedo plane, which held a payload of 150 Ford and General Motors used wooden
pounds and had the ability to be controlled
body parts until 1937, which was the year
unmanned. Once the engine reached the
Wills’ patent expired on the steel body. To
desired amount of revolutions, the engine
get a sense of exactly how much money
would shut down, the wings would detach
that truly was in 1919, it is estimated his
and the bomb would strike. Amazingly, the
fortune would have exceeded $70 million
four-cylinder, 40-horsepower engine only
today.
cost $40 to manufacture. After the war
The year prior to his resignation from
came to a close, Ford expressed his intent
Ford Motor Company, Wills took shelter
to run the Ford Motor
Company as a personal
venture and Wills decided it
was time to move on.
In return for more
than 15 years of service,
Ford kept his promise
and awarded Wills with
10 percent of his stock
holdings in the company,
which was valued at
$1,592,128. Although Wills
and Ford eventually went
their separate ways, it has
Ford and Wills in 1915, courtesy of Second Chance Garage

We need 15 people with hearing loss
To try new digital hearing aids!
Designed to assist those who:

Hear conversation, but can’t understand the words
Have trouble understanding with background noise
Have trouble hearing while on the telephone

A Revolutionary Hearing Aid:

Automatic sound adjustment for natural sound
Small, slim design for comfortable hearing
Connectivity to today’s technology

Appointments Limited

February 10

February 11

Call Now!

Tuesday

Wednesday

Advanced Audiology Services

As our way of saying “thanks” for
participating in a trial of these new devices
you will receive Free flowers and
chocolates, just in time for
Valentine’s Day!*

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI 48040
810-294-8376

Improve your hearing…
Improve your quality of life.

*$20 worth of Lionshare Certificates to apply toward purchase of flowers and chocolates or candy
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on Lake St. Clair during a storm, which
happened to be across the river from
Marysville. Wills was taken aback by the
beauty of the area and decided this was
the perfect place to finally build a car of
his own. Adding to the allure of the area
was the fact that it offered transportation
by river, road and railway, making it easy
to ship materials in, as well as finished
cars out. With his fortune in hand, Wills
set out to make his dream a reality with
Marysville as his canvas.
First on Wills’ priority list was to
create an ideal community in Marysville,
purchasing 4,200 acres of the area, which
was nearly the whole city. Wills and
another former Ford employee, John R.
Lee, created the Marysville Land Company
and planned on laying out the whole
city. The company quickly began work
by building sewers, laying water lines,
sidewalks and streets, as well as building
model homes and community houses.
Two hundred and fifty model homes were
erected, as well as 10 community houses,
which furnished 60 bachelor men each.
The plan also included schools, parks,
churches, factories, stores, hotels and
many other things to entertain citizens.
Wills planned on spending $3.5 million
to erect the city. He put a great amount
of emphasis on the need for a perfect city
for his employees to live in because he

believed proper living conditions couldn’t
be found in large cities and good work
and adequate living conditions resulted in
proud, efficient workers.
Word of the expanding village spread
like wildfire and people quickly began
flocking to the area. In 1919, the city had a
total population of 250 people, but by early
1921, the community exceeded 2,000. The
newly formed town was said to grow so

C. Harold Wills in his factory in Marysville,
in early 1920s

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS
FOR

EVERYONE
FOR BODY / FOR SPIRIT / FOR MIND / FOR STRENGTH / FOR ENERGY / FOR LOVE / FOR ATTITUDE / FOR STAMINA / FOR HAPPINESS / FOR YOU!

3

Great
Locations!

Marine City

260 S. Parker
810-765-4900

snapshots

Port Huron

Marysville

2422 Laper
782 Huron Blvd.
810-985-9100 810-364-4650

F MARY S V ILLE

Coming
Soon

Harsens Island Brewery will
be opening soon! Its products will be available at the
Marysville taproom, located
at 808 Gratiot Blvd.,
Follow it on Twitter
(@harsensislbeer),
Instagram, Google+ and
Facebook updates.
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fast that buildings and roads came out of
logo of the Wills
nowhere and by 1920, it was incorporated A multiservice
Saintecompany
Claire
was
that you can trust!
as a city.
the Canadian
Not only did Wills bring his vision for
goose, which
his car company to Marysville, but he and
Wills chose
Lee also encouraged many other firms to
because it was
bring their businesses to the city, as well.
the indisputable
This effort brought huge firms, such as
traveler of the
Detroit Edison, Illinois Tool Company,
world. One of
American Bushing Corporation, Detroit
the revolutionary
Logo for Wills Sainte Claire
Gear and Machine Company, Athol
aspects of the car
Manufacturing, Canadian Pressed Metals
was that nearly all components that were
and others, some of which remain today.
placed under any amount of stress were
While Wills’ new business did amazing
made out of molybdenum steel, such as
things to make Marysville prosper,
the frame, axles and crankshaft. The car
including employing over 1,600 people,
was available in three colors, which were
the massive project hit Wills in the
Lady Mary Maroon, Newport Blue and
pocket, reportedly costing him more than
Liberty Green, but customers could choose
$20,000,000 to complete – well over five
other colors for an additional cost. This
times the amount he planned on spending.
car featured many firsts in the automotive
For many years, Wills had a vision of
industry, such as being the first American
building a medium size luxury car under
car to have backup lights and is believed
the name C. H. Wills & Company, which
to have the first and only SOHC V-8 in
would be 10 years ahead of its time and
the United States with overhead-cams
trump all other cars. He decided to name
until Ford’s racing engine in 1965. The
the car Wills Saint Clair, Wills for himself
luxury car also boasted double lens tail
and Saint Clair for the river the factory
lamps, with one white and the other red,
was located on, eventually changing it to
as well as four-wheel hydraulic brakes.
Wills Sainte Claire because he believed it
The engine was a marvel in itself, with
elevated the company’s stature.
Wills taking out more than 12 patents on
When Wills left Ford Motor Company,
the motor alone, one of which was the
he brought numerous Ford employees to
declutching fan, which disengaged once
work with him, such as vice presidents,
the car reached 40 mph, saving on gas. The
directors, managers, machine specialists
headlamps were also way ahead of their
and sales managers. A ground breaking
time, featuring a magnetic mirror, which
ceremony was held on October 23, 1919,
would lower the headlight beams with the
for the 100,000 square foot factory, and by
press of the button.
January 1921, men were already hard at
While the car was a wonder of
work on the first Wills Sainte
innovations and offered the
Claire. The first car rolled off
standard warranty of three
the line in early spring. By
months or 3,000 miles,
August, up to 24 cars were
it didn’t do well the first
being produced a day and by
year. Aided by the post-war
June the next year, a company
depression, the Wills Sainte
record of 80 cars were
Claire was considered too
completed in one day.
expensive and too small
The first Wills to be
to be considered a luxury
produced was the Model
car. Although the cars were
A-68, which consisted of
durable, the fact that the
1922 Wills Sainte Claire
a V-8 engine producing 67
original target price of $2,000
A68 Touring Cigarette Card
horsepower. The signature
was exceeded by nearly 50

Storage
Problems?
Expert Storage Soultions can
help you! They are located at
4743 Gratiot Ave. and offer
outdoor and indoor storage
of cars, motocycles, boats,
campers, etc., with rates as
low as $20 per month. You can
find more information on their
facebook page, or call them toll
free at (844) 786-7767.
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Mondays
Chili Dogs - 75¢
1/4# Hamburgers

$1.50

Toppings Extra
Beer Specials
Dine in Only

Tuesdays

Wednesdays
& Thursdays

Wing Dings
40¢ a Piece Feature a Different
Sweet & Tangy BBQ or
Regular & Beer Specials
Special Weekly
Dine in Only

percent and a Model T was fetching less
den-um Car”, which was broken into
than $500 at the time, sales were tough
syllables to make it easier to pronounce,
to come by. It
and although it was previously
was said that the
being used in his cars, he never
prices for each
marketed it as a selling point
car ranged from
until now. Wills is responsible
$2,875 to $4,775,
for making molybdenum steel
depending on the
industrial acceptable by buying
model, with the
a huge stockpile of the metal for
An example of Wills Sainte Claire
7-passenger sedan
next to nothing from a mining
7-passenger sedan
being the most
company, which had a large surplus
expensive.
that was no longer needed after the war
By 1922, most of Wills’ staff dropped
effort ended. The use of this metal in the
out of the venture and the company was
automotive industry made it possible to
forced into receivership due to more
build a lighter vehicle, while making it
than $8 million in debt, which was partly
stronger at the same time.
because the break even goal of 1,500 cars
The following year, the company
was never achieved. Another reason the car boasted first quarter earnings of more
became so expensive was Wills was known than $2 million, as well as introducing the
to completely shut down assembly lines
new Model B-68. The Wills Sainte Claire
when he thought of a better idea or a new
became highly sought after in the United
innovation was created, which forced costs
States and Europe by car-connoisseurs
to skyrocket.
who could afford the hefty price tag.
The company was refinanced by
The strongest exports were in Germany,
Boston bankers under the
Spain, Belgium and
new name of Wills Sainte
England. In 1925, the
Claire Incorporated and
company revealed
production resumed in 1923
its new 6-cylinder
with new touring, coupe and
engine. The V-8
roadster models. This time
engines were only
Wills decided to extensively
being made by
market the Wills Sainte
special order now
Claire as “The All Mo-lybbecause of the high
1922 Wills Sainte Claire
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Fridays

Saturdays

Sundays

All You Can Eat Fish

All You Can Eat Fish

All You Can Eat

ALL DAY

w/Fries, Slaw, Roll

w/Fries, Slaw, Roll

$8.75

$8.75 All Day & Night
Chili Dogs - 75¢ 11am - 3pm
1/4# Hamburgers - $1.50 11am - 3 pm
Toppings Extra. Beer Specials. Dine in Only

Fried Chicken
w/Mashed Potatoes &
Gravy/Roll/Slaw

$8.25

cost to produce them, as well as mechanics
produced, approximately only 80 are
complaining they were too difficult to
believed to still exist, with the majority
work on.
of them residing in museums all over the
While the Wills Sainte Claire
world. With the select few that are still in
was successful for a short time after
private hands, some are now choosing to
refinancing, boasting the company had
sell their classic car, with many fetching
a net worth of $10 million in 1925, the
$60,000 or more. While Wills’ visionary
prosperity wouldn’t last. Despite the
car proved to be too expensive to sustain
fact that people were amazed by the
the company, he is remembered as a proud
astonishing engineering and superb
and confident perfectionist, who was a
power, the price tag proved to be the rise
well-spoken persuader, known for building
and fall of the Wills Sainte Claire. Some
“one of the great outstanding achievements
people believe the cars were engineered
in the history of motor car engineering,”
too well for the time period because
as reiterated in many automotive journals
of the extremely competitive and vast
of the time.
marketplace. During the 1926 recession,
While many
the company was struggling immensely
are not
and when there were still no profits by
familiar with
September, Wills announced that the
the Wills
company would be liquidated within
Sainte Claire,
the next few months. The factory was
Wills’ legacy
eventually purchased by Chrysler to design lives on in
and manufacture boat engines before
the museum
constructing a new building to house
located at
Mopar’s production.
2408 Wills
After the failure of Wills Sainte Claire
Street, as well
Incorporated, Wills continued to work
as throughout
with cars. He went on to help design the
the city of
front-wheel drive Ruxton before joining
Marysville
Example of Wills Sainte Claire
Chrysler in 1933 as a chief metallurgist,
today.
Canadian Goose Hood Ornament
where he remained until his death in 1940
at the age of 62.
All photos for this story (unless otherwise specified) courtesy
Out of the 12,000 Wills Sainte Claires of the Wills Sainte Claire Automobile Museum.
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The Hock Shop is Blue Water’s
Pawn Super Star! We have
been serving the people in the Blue Water area for more
than 25 years. It has been under new ownership since 2008.

& SPORTING CENTER

GREAT USED TV’S
$ 00
60 & UP

DUKE TRAPS

BENCHMADE KNIVES
FEDERAL INDEPENDENCE
5.56 ammo

7 Each, no limit

$ 99

ALL BEAR BOWS
ON SALE

Save $20
up to $150

$

34

99 - $

329

Starting at

99

KIMBER HANDGUNS
Close Out Pricing

2799

Rechargable Lithium Ion
@ 4400 mAh
6 hours w/ fully charged battery

GREAT LAPTOPS
$
10000 & UP

until 3/31/15

CELESTRON HAND WARMERS

$

6 SAVE 10%

$ 99

$

59999 - $124999

BEST DEALS on Flat Screen TV's!

Great Gifts for the whole family! Guns, Bows, Jewelry, Guitars, Electronics & MORE.
The Hock Shop & Sporting Center is Port Huron's entertainment destination.
Instantly turn Gold, Guns, Bows, Laptops, TV's and Musical Equipment into CASH!
It's confidential and secure. Don't want to sell it? Pawn it for cash on the spot!

GUNS
TRADE IN
TRADE UP SALE

$20.00 more with this ad
Offer Good until 3-31-15

Prices good through 3/31/15. Quantities are Limited.

S T O R E H O U R S : M O N D AY- S AT U R D AY 9 - 6 ; S U N D AY 1 0 - 4

THS SPORTING CENTER

1504 MILITARY ST • PORT HURON, MI 48060 • (810)

985-4082 • thssportingcenter.com
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Be aware, though, that
it’s natural for a dog’s lens
to become cloudy, or gray,
with age. This condition,
called nuclear sclerosis,
occurs from the lens fibers
being compressed as opposed to being
disrupted as in the case of cataracts.
Nuclear sclerosis does not interfere with
a dog’s vision like a cataract will, and
treatment is not necessary.
If you should observe cloudiness in
one or both of your dog’s eyes, they
should be seen by your veterinarian. Your
veterinarian should do a complete physical
exam with blood work and a urinalysis.
If there are any underlying diseases they
should be treated immediately, especially
diabetes. If everything
looks good then the
next step is for your
pet to see a veterinary
ophthalmologist. The
health of the eye and
all its parts needs to
be evaluated. If the
cataract is complete
and obstructs a direct
view of the retina, then
an electro-retinogram
(ERG) will be performed to determine
the retina’s integrity. Not all cataracts
lead to blindness but if vision is impaired
cataract surgery should be considered
since it is the only treatment available to
restore vision. The success rate of cataract
surgery is approximately 90% of dogs
having excellent vision after surgery.
There are no known medical treatments
that will slow the progression, prevent
the formation or reverse the process of
cataract development. If your pet is not
a surgical candidate then the eyes will
need to be monitored periodically for the
development of secondary glaucoma,
which will make the eyes painful and
requires daily eye drops to control.

Cataracts
in Pets

ABC
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By Dr. DiBenedetto
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Cataracts are a clouding of the lens of
the eye. This clouding occurs when the
normal arrangement of the lens fibers
and /or the lens capsule are disrupted.
Minor disruption, called an incipient
cataract, does not interfere with vision.
Over time this
can progress to an
immature cataract
where a greater
portion of the lens
becomes cloudy
causing some
blurred vision.
A cataract is
considered mature
when the entire lens
is affected and all
vision is lost. As cataracts progress, the
pupil or center of the eye, will go from
black in color to bluish and eventually
white. Cataracts can progress very slowly,
taking years to develop or they can pop up
very quickly, causing blindness within a
few days to a week.
Cataracts are the most common cause
of blindness in dogs but are rare in cats.
When seen in cats they are usually related
to an eye infection, an inflammatory
condition called Uveitis or an injury to
the eye. In dogs direct injury to the eye,
inflammation within the eye, metabolic
diseases and hereditary factors can result
in cataract development. Most cataracts
in small animals are due to inheritance
factors. Some breeds are more prone to
cataracts than others, including cocker
spaniels, poodles, schnauzers, old English
sheepdogs, golden retrievers, Labrador
retrievers, Boston terriers and Yorkshire
terriers. Diabetes is the primary disease
process that can cause cataracts in dogs.
About 75% of diabetic dogs will develop
cataracts within one
year of diagnosis.
These cataracts
have a tendency to
occur very quickly,
sometimes seeming to
appear overnight. On
the other hand, senile
cataracts that develop
due to aging progress
slowly and do not
cause vision problems
for a long time.

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy,
Michigan. The hospital website is: www.
MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248)
585-2622 for other pet related questions.

e
ome for th
Foster H ulldog
B
it
Detro
Rescue

Boarding & Grooming
Animal Reiki Healing
10% Military Veterans Discount

2934 Palms Rd.
Columbus, MI 48063
www.pugsleysplace.net
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SWEETHEART SAVINGS - LOVE YOUR KITCHEN EVENT
SAVE
20%

ON ALL IN-STOCK

GRANITE

40 SQ FT KITCHEN

300

ENGINEERED
QUARTZ
BLOW OUT
STARTING AT
$
59/SQ FT

1888

ALL IN TAX AND
SINK INCLUDED

COLORS
IN STOCK

Limited color selection. New Sales Only. See store for details.

ORDER BY 2/21/15 FREE UNDERMOUNT
LET BEDROCK DOUBLE SINK WITH
PAY the TAX 40 SQ FT PURCHASE
New Sales Only. Expires 2/21/2015

$

OVER

New Sales Only. AS330 Model Only.

25% OFF

Expires 2/28/2015

FREE DELIVERY &
INSTALLATION!

BEDROCK BOND LIFETIME
SEALING PROGRAM WITH
40 SQ FT PURCHASE
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Expires 2/28/2015

NOW SERVING
YOUR AREA!

Genesee Macomb St. Clair
Huron Oakland Tuscola
Lapeer Sanilac Wayne
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To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at
888-530-3426

ThumbPrint News travels to Texas!

eled to:
ThumbPrint News has trav
GA, HI, IL, MA,

THESE STATES AK, AZ, CA, FL, SC, UT and WA
MI, MO, NV, NM, NY, NC, OH, PA,an,
Argentina,
AND TO THE COUNTRIES AfganistBelize,
Bonaire,
,
ados
Barb
Australia, Bahrain,
, Dominica,
Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba
, Ireland,
Fiji, France, Germany, India, Iraq
Morocco,
co,
Mexi
,
bati
Kiri
ica,
Jama
Italy,
Russia,
nes,
ippi
Phil
ria,
Nige
New Zealand,
St. Lucia, Spain, Turkey and Wales.

Hello,
Our ThumbPrint News travelled
with us to
Texas and got to visit the Alam
o on
September 17, 2014.
We did a quick tour of Texas
to see some
historical sites: USS Texas in
Houston, USS
Lexington in Corpus Christ, the
Alamo in
San Antonio and the Book Dep
ository
Museum in Dallas.
We enjoy learning about histo
ry while
traveling around the US.
We enjoy the ThumbPrint New
s, especially
with the articles on the history
of the cities
in the area.
Enjoy your day.
Beth and Jerry Forton

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in many
areas of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1000 businesses in nine Thumb counties are
now drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also taken ThumbPrint News
with them to many different states and countries (listed to the left on the chalk board).
ThumbPrint News was even seen on television on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and
at Walt Disney World in Florida with several of the Disney characters! The newspaper
has traveled to all of the seven continents.
This month, ThumbPrint News traveled to Texas with Beth and Jerry Forton of
Harsens Island, Michigan. The note and photo that they sent to us can be seen on the
chalkboard to the left.
In December 1835, a group of Texan volunteer soldiers occupied the Alamo during
Texas’ war for independence from Mexico. The Alamo was a former Franciscan
mission located near the present-day city of San Antonio. From February 23 through
March 6, 1836, Mexican troops numbering in the thousands launched an assault on
the Alamo under the leadership of President General Antonio López de Santa Anna.
The Alamo’s defenders numbered only 200 and were commanded by James Bowie and
William Travis. Famed frontiersman Davy Crockett was also among the defenders.
After a valiant fight, all Texan defenders were killed.
For Texans, the Battle of the Alamo became an enduring symbol of their heroic
resistance to oppression and their struggle for independence, which they won later that
year when they defeated the Mexican Army at the Battle of San Jacinto, on April 21,
1836, ending the revolution.
If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with you
on a vacation or to an unusual place, you may submit an email and photo to us at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please tell us a little about the photo and include your
name, address and phone number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to
appear in ThumbPrint News. There are many places where ThumbPrint News has not
yet been – and lots of famous people to track down. Who will be the next person to
help us in our quest?

GOT BATS?
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If you have not yet joined our Thumb Bird group and would like
to do so, the only requirements are that you live or have lived in
the Thumb of Michigan and that you now spend part or all of the year
in Florida. Email us your name and addresses in both Michigan and Florida, your
phone number, and an email address where we can contact you. The purpose of this social group
is to share ideas, places to visit, restaurants, etc. that have to do with our Florida experiences and
to occasionally get together in both Florida
and Michigan to talk about all things
The Painted Bunting is a multicolored
Michigan and Florida. Email your informasongbird found year round in Florida.
tion to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
In winter they enjoy well-maintained
We will welcome you to the group and
feeding stations. Their numbers are
send you an invitation to our next
declining due to habitat loss and
capture for the caged bird trade.
get-together in either Florida or Michigan.

If you’re cold, we can help!

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese

United Construction

Custom Modular and Stick Built Homes

Quality, Honesty & Integrity for 40+ years

810.648.3299

UnitedConstructionHomes.com
john@unitedconstruction.com

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Spring is a ways away yet, but it’s
always a good time to start thinking
about getting your cottage organized and
ready to open up for the warmer weather.
Try to make a point to schedule a trip
to head to your place and plan on going
through some of the items you may have
kept in a storage area or even things in
the kitchen and bedrooms that you have
been wanting to get rid of but just never
had the time to do it. This little visit gives
you an opportunity to take a weekend
trip and have a little get way while getting
ready for the warmer weather in a few
months.
Go through your outdoor items, such
as fishing rods and old tackle boxes that
may need to be replaced for the coming
summer. Old rafts and water items
usually only last a year after they have
been used; check them out carefully
and see if they can last another summer
season or need to be tossed.
It may be time to chuck those old lawn
chairs and aging furniture that have been
taking up space in the past years and
have not been used in a while. Old rakes
and yard tools can take up room as well.
Inspect them to see if they are in good
condition or if they need replacing. In
the kitchen, go through your cupboards,
drawers and shelves and see if there are
any old dishes, cups, bowls or utensils

that you could do without which are
taking up room.
Clean out your bathroom medicine
cabinet and vanity and toss any old items
that are expired, rarely used or simply
need to go. Closets can be gone through
too. Toss any old sheets, raggedy towels
or clothing items that you won’t need this
year. Living room chairs or furniture that
have been well used and are worn out
may need to be replaced or refreshed for
this coming summer! At my place, we
tend to accumulate DVDs for those rainy
weekends up north. Now is a great time
for me to organize, toss or just get rid
of the pile that takes up much needed
space or just collects dust.
Doing small cleaning out projects can
help free up some space in your cottage.
I know I could sure use a little extra room
in my place!
This time of year is also good to do
some inside inspections before the
season gets too busy. This could be a
good time to inspect screens in windows
and doors. Check for any wear in the
carpet or rugs if you have them around
the house. Just doing a small clean-up
and organizing and tossing out things
gives me a clutter-less feeling and I look
that much more forward to our warmer
weather and summer season. I am
looking forward to a great spring cottage
opening and a summer full of warmth,
fun and memories!
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MYSTERIOUS EVENTS
Continued from Page 1

1,000 lives during the 20th century, but
the section now known as the Great Lakes
Triangle, is responsible for many more
unexplained casualties.
Making the comparison even more
astonishing is the fact that even though the
heavily traveled Bermuda Triangle covers
five times more area than all the Great
Lakes combined, more wrecks take place
in the lakes.
Although many may be skeptical about
reports of alien objects over the water,
the Federal Aviation Administration isn’t
taking these accounts lightly, creating a
special service for reporting sightings in
order to keep track of them. Word has
spread so far, the phenomenon has even
caught the attention of investigators and a
few television shows.
The Great Lakes mysteries have been
covered on the show In Search of…, as
well as the focus of novels, including The
Great Lakes Triangle by Jay Gourley, who
spent two years researching the anomaly.
What makes the numerous incidents of
the Great Lakes so puzzling is even the
slowest aircraft can fly over any part of the
lakes in just 20 minutes and a jet airliner
could shut off the engine anywhere over
the waterways and easily coast to land.
Adding to the mystery is the fact that
land is always in sight and the ships
and aircraft are equipped with every
conceivable safety device, making it even
harder to fathom how so many disasters
occur. Pilots are now urged to keep
constant contact with control towers and
hundreds of ground, sea and air-based
radios are constantly patrolling the airways
for any signs of distress.
Loss of contact with air control isn’t
taken lightly; after 10 minutes of no radio
contact, a search and rescue effort is
automatically launched.
One possible culprit of some wrecks is
a massive single wave usually appearing
on a calm clear day, which can reach up to
90 feet tall and comes so fast victims never
have time to call for help.
A legend of the Chippewa Indians
spoke of a massive sturgeon that destroyed
anything on the water with one flick of its
tail. These were most likely rogue waves,
which were believed to be folklore up
until the past few decades and were first
reported on the Great Lakes in 1872.
While some
investigators
believe the
unknown
influence
is in effect
throughout all
of the Great
Lakes, others
insist the only

February 2015
area of mystery is in the heart of Lake
Michigan.
In the “Lake Michigan Triangle”, 300
planes and over 3,000 ships have settled to
their watery graves on the lake bed. This
particular lake has also claimed two of the
most inexplicable disappearances of all the
Great Lakes.
The 1950 Northwest Airline flight
2501 departed from New York bound for
Minneapolis with 58 people on board.
Later that day, the pilot radioed in to
request clearance to descend because of
storms over Lake Michigan, which was
denied due to air traffic.
That request would be the last
communication received from flight 2501,
never to be seen or heard from again
despite the largest search and rescue effort
to ever take place on the Great Lakes.The
wreck marked the largest aviation disaster
in the world to that point and the only
objects ever recovered were a shirt and a
few airline blankets.
Less than two hours after the loss of
contact with flight 2501, two policemen
across the lake in Wisconsin reported
seeing a bright red light hovering above
the water, where it remained for about 10
minutes, before vanishing. This sighting
sparked rumors that UFOs were somehow
involved with the aircraft’s disappearance.
Another well documented case took
place in 1937 on the O.M. McFarland. The
lake freighter was carrying coal bound for
Port Washington and traveling through
an ice-filled Lake Michigan, slowing the
ship’s pace.
Captain George R. Donner headed
to his cabin to get some rest and asked
to be awoken when the ship neared its
destination. A few hours later, as the ship
arrived at Port Washington, the second
mate went to wake the captain, but he was
nowhere to be found.
The crew searched the ship top to
bottom with no trace of Donner and since
the cabin door was locked from the inside,
it was as if he dissipated. Enthusiasts who
believe in the power of the Great Lakes
don’t hesitate to mention the McFarland
was in the heart of the Lake Michigan
Triangle when the captain vanished.
With whispers of paranormal forces
in the Great Lakes filling the air, nothing
reiterates the rumors more than the eerie
fog, which is reported to appear and
disappear in the blink of an eye. One of the
best accounts of this paranormal event took
place in 1978 on Lake Michigan.
A yacht sailing on a clear calm night was
suddenly engulfed in a thick grey fog, the
temperature dropped and the vessel began
to spin a total of three times on its axis,
with no movement in the water.
The spinning shocked the crew as the
captain explained that the boat was steering
itself and as fast as it appeared, the fog was
gone. The unexplainable part is after this
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unique encounter, one person on the ship
noticed it was after midnight, remembering
the trip should have been finished well
before 10:00 p.m.
No one on the ship could account for the
past two hours.
While many may have a hard time
believing anything like this is possible,
it isn’t the first report of its kind. Similar
to a famous flight crossing the Bermuda
Triangle from the Bahamas to Palm Beach
in 1970, a plane suddenly entered a grayish
cloud, which contained bright flashes of
light and was inescapable, according to the
pilot.
The plane radioed into air traffic control,
who informed the pilot there weren’t any
aircraft in the area. A short time later, the
plane was contacted over the airwaves,
stating the craft was near Miami. Despite
what air traffic control reported, the pilot
and crew said it was impossible because
they should have been about 80 miles
away based on the time.
The pilot of the plane flew this flight
over a dozen times and knew it took at
least 90 minutes to complete the trip.
Unexplainable to the him and crew, Miami
soon came into sight as the fog dissipated
and the flight was completed in just over
30 minutes – an hour faster than he had
ever done before.
This mysterious mist has come to be
known as electronic fog, which is caused

by thunderclouds and
high level
solar winds,
which
attach to
and follow metal objects. This explains
why many complaints include inability to
escape the fog, pilots becoming disoriented
and radar malfunctions, but fails to explain
the time travel aspect.
Others believe a magnetic force in the
Great Lakes plays a role in the unusual
disappearances. The agonic line, which
connects the north and south magnetic
poles, runs through the lakes and the
Bermuda Triangle.While the connection
seems peculiar, it is unknown how this
would cause crafts to disappear.
In 2007, an archeologist’s find refueled
the paranormal talks of the Great Lakes.
Beneath 40 feet of water in Lake Michigan,
an ancient circular rock formation with
carvings, dubbed the North American
Stonehenge, was discovered and dates
back to prehistoric times. Some believe
this lost civilization could have an effect on
the air and sea craft over the lakes.
Whether a believer in paranormal
influences on the Great Lakes or not,
with only five percent of the earth’s water
discovered, the lakes could very well
hold a unique influence, either natural or
paranormal,which is yet to be discovered.
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Appliance Barn
A multiservice company that you can trust!

810-956-5772
10324 Dixie Hwy
Ira Township

At the corner of M-29 & Bethuy
I think it’s time
for an upgrade!

$

25withOFF
ANY
ORDER
ad as coupon - expires
2/28/15

Refrigerators ~ Dryers ~ Stoves ~ Washers
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If you have an event in March that you would like listed in the March issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by February 12, 2015. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

No events were submitted for Genesee
County for the month of February. If you
would like to see your county’s events
for March included, please submit it to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net no later
than February 12, 2015.

Huron

Ubly - February 28
QDMA Thumb Area Branch
Banquet, Ubly Heights Golf and

Country Club, 2409 East Atwater Rd.,
7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more
information call Mark at (989) 975-8821.

Lapeer

North Branch - February 1
10th Annual Benefit Chili Cookoff, Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 6645

Washington St., 12:00 p.m. ‒ 2:30 p.m.
While demonstrating culinary skills,
contestants will also provide the public
with an opportunity to benefit House of
Hope, North Branch Emergency Aid, and
Heaven Sent Community Ministries in
Marlette. For more information call Marie
at (989) 635-2776 or (989) 550-2776.

Almont - February 3
Almont/Dryden Seniors’ Potluck
and Program, Almont Lions Hall,
222 Water St., 12:00 p.m. Meetings the
2nd Tuesday of each month. For more
information call Dan at (810) 798-8321.

Almont - February 14
Euchre Tournament, Lions Club,

222 Water St., doors open at 6:00 p.m.
with play starting at 7:00 p.m. $15.
Tournaments are held the second Saturday
of each month. All proceeds benefit
area humanitarian projects. For more
information call Dan at (810) 798-8321.

Macomb

Richmond - February 6 - 8
Richmond Ice Festival, various

locations throughout the City of Richmond.
Ice sculpture carving, music entertainment
and chili cook-off on Saturday. Free to
walk around; some activities may have

Richmond - February 8
Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides, The

Historic Park, 1:00 p.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Before
or after your ride enjoy cocoa, cookies and
a warm fire in the cabin. $5 per person;
family of 4 is $15. Bring the family for a
historic ride and many photo opportunities.
For more information call (586) 808-2953.

Memphis - February 28
Euchre Tournaments, Memphis

Lions Hall, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 donation with prizes for the top
three scorers. Snacks will be provided.
All proceeds go to humanitarian projects
of the Memphis Lions Club. For more
information call Frank at (810) 392-3717
or email fravis@comcast.net.

All ages of adults welcome. Registration
requested by calling (810) 385-8550.

Port Huron - February 3 - 23
Beatrice Thornton Student Art
Show, St. Clair County Community

College Spiral Gallery at Studio 1219,
1219 Military St. For days and times or
for more information call Karen at (810)
989-5709.

East China - February 4
Low Vision and Legally Blind and
Blind Support Group, St. John River

District Hospital, 4100 River Rd., Room
2, 11:00 a.m. ‒ 1:30 p.m. Meetings the
first Wednesday of every month. For more
information contact Paul Dailer at (810)
329-5172 or dailerpaul@hotmail.com.

Marine City - February 4, 11, 18 & 25
Tutors for Kids, Marine City Library,
300 S. Parker, 6:00 p.m. Could you use
some help with your homework? Your
local library can help! Receive one-on-one
free tutoring in the subject of your choice
with local high school National Honor
Society students. Grades K-8. Registration
is required by calling (810) 765-5233.

Capac - February 5 & 19
Kid Kreations, Capac Library, 111 N.

Main, 10:30 a.m. Bring your friends to
the library to hear some great stories and

February 2015
make a fun craft! Elementary-age children.
Registration required by calling (810) 3957000.

Fair Haven - February 5
Introduction to Computers, Ira

Township Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd.,
6:30 p.m. For beginners ‒ no experience
required. For adults. Registration required
by calling (586) 725-9081.

Port Huron - February 6 -8
PHHS Drama Club Presents:
You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown the Musical, PHHS

Performance Arts Center, 2730 Riverside
Dr., 7:00 p.m. on the 6th and 7th, 3:00 p.m.
on the 8th. $10 students/seniors, $8 kids, 5
and under are free. For more information
call Dana at (810) 357-6637.

Port Huron Township - February 7
Edith Scheonrock International
Figure Skating Competition,

Glacier Pointe Arena, 4150 Dove Rd., 8:00
a.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m. Skaters from Michigan
and Ontario of varying ages and skill levels
compete. Free. Concessions. For more
information email lsmurray@cogeo.ca.

St. Clair - February 7
Dueling Pianos, St. Clair Knights of

Columbus Hall, 3501 Rattle Run Rd.,
doors open at 6:30 p.m. Proceeds to benefit

LIMITED
VENDOR
SPACE STILL
AVAILABLE!

Oakland

No events were submitted for Oakland
County for the month of February. If you
would like to see your county’s events
for March included, please submit it to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net no later
than February 12, 2015.

St. Clair

Memphis - February 2
Game Day at the Library, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 3:30 p.m.
Students in grades K-5 are invited to come
to the library to play a board game (Uno,
Tenzi, etc.). Registration requested by
calling (810) 392-2980.

Algonac - February 3
Friends of the Algonac-Clay
Library Meeting, 2011 St. Clair River
Dr., 3:30 p.m. Become a part of your
community library and discuss plans for
the future! All are welcome. For more
information call (810) 794-4471.

Lakeport - February 3 & 17
Senior Art, Burtchville Township

Library, 7097 Second St., 12:30 p.m.
Explore your creative side! Learn a variety
of artistic skills from local artist Nancy
Davies by attending every other week.

2015

Genesee

entrance fee. For more details call (586)
727-3266.

to read online today!

HOME, SPORT & GARDEN

SHOW

THE
BLUE WATER
AREA’S BIGGEST
SHOW!

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
March 20th - 22nd, 2015
McMorran Pavilion, Downtown Port Huron

Great opportunity to highlight
& sell your products & services!
If you have questions or would like additional information,
please contact Alisa Milano at 810-966-0144.

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!
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GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!
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the John and Avis Cobb Scholarship Fund.
Table of 10/$200 or $25 per person. Cash
bar available. Tickets can be purchased
in St. Clair at Sue’s Coffee House or The
Art Association. In Marine City tickets are
available at The Sweet Tooth. For more
information contact info@sctg.org.

St. Clair - February 7
Teen Tournament, St. Clair Library,

310 S. Second St., 12:00 p.m. Come
compete to see who is best at your favorite
games. Each tournament will be a different
game. The winner will receive a special
prize. Snacks and drinks provided. Ages
12-19. The tournament this week is
Euchre. Registration requested by calling
(810) 329-3951.

Kimball - February 12
Design Your Own Triangle Puzzle,
Kimball Township Library, 1955 N. Allen
Rd., 5:00 p.m. Design your own triangle
puzzle and challenge your friends. Ages
12-17. For more information call (810)
982-9171.

Port Huron - February 13
Frozen Party, Port Huron Library,

210 McMorran Blvd., 10:00 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. The cold won’t bother us at
this Frozen party. We will enjoy Frozen
stories, crafts and activities. Children
of all ages are welcome. Ages 3-10.
Toddlers and preschoolers may need adult
assistance with some activities. Dressing
up in your favorite Frozen clothing is
absolutely encouraged, but not required.
Refreshments will be served. Seating is
limited. Advance registration is required by
calling (810) 987-7323 ext. 132 or 130.

Yale - February 14
Valentine Tea Party, Yale Library,

2 Jones St., 1:00 p.m. Enjoy a variety
of teas, cakes, and other delicacies with
fine china, sterling silver, with a touch of
class to complete your experience. Adults.
Registration required by calling (810) 3872940.

Casco - Febryary 17
St. Peter Lutheran Church of Fair
Haven Potato Pancake Supper,

Perch Pointe Conservation Club, 7930
Meisner, 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Adults $8,
children 12 and under $3. Menu includes
potato pancakes, ring bologna, homemade
applesauce, dessert, coffee and tea. (We
make regular pancakes too.) For more
information call (810) 765-8161.

Fair Haven - February 20
Euchre Party, St. Peter Lutheran

Church, 6745 Palms Rd., registration at
6:30 p.m.; games start at 7:00 p.m. $5
donation. Free goodies, coffee and tea. Hot
dogs and pop $1 donation. Cash prizes. For
more information call (810) 765-8161.

Port Huron - February 25
St. Clair Family History Group,

Port Huron Museum, 1115 Sixth St., 7:30
p.m. Anyone interested in local history
or researching their family tree may
visit our programs as a guest or become
a new member of the group. For more
information call (317) 600-7813 or visit
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/.

Sandusky, MI
(810) 648-3510
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Richmond, MI
(586)
430-1252
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Sanilac

Lexington - February 14
Blue Water Folk Society Acoustic
Open Mic Coffeehouse, Trinity

Episcopal Church, 5646 Main St., 7:00
p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (6:15 p.m. sign-up).
Admission is free; donations are welcome.
Refreshments provided. 50/50 raffle to
benefit Thumbfest 2015. Bring a nonperishable food for Project Blessing. For
more information email dawnmalek@
comcast.net.

Sandusky - February 14 & 28
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
– 11:00 p.m. Bring finger foods (for 9:00
p.m.) and friends! $5 for members, $6 for
guests (regular dances). $10 membership
per year. On Valentine’s Day Dick Hedrich
& Son will provide entertainment and on
February 28 The Natural Tones. For more
information call Leola at (810) 657-9349
or Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Sandusky Location Only

Port Sanilac - February 15
Lecture in Museum Mansion,

Sanilac County Historical Village and
Museum, 228 South Ridge St., 3:00
p.m. For more information visit www.
sanilaccountymuseum.org.

Tuscola

Caro - February 28
Farm Collectibles and Toy Show,

Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, 8:30 a.m.
– 3:00 p.m. Admission $2 for adults;
children 12 and under are admitted free.
Sponsored by The Thumb Area Old
Engine and Tractor Association. For more
infomation call (989) 673-3430.

Wayne

Royal Oak - February 7 & 8
Wild Winter Arctic Adventure,

Detroit Zoo, 8450 W. 10 Mile Rd.
Celebrate African American history with
an African drum lesson and hear stories
by Kenyan naturalist and Detroit Zoo
education specialist David Gakure. Enjoy
live entertainment, arts and crafts, games
and educational experiences. For zoo hours
and admission prices visit www.detroitzoo.
org or call (248) 541-5717.

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews

To Advertise with us,
Please Call Lisa at
888-530-3426
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Ready to Buy a New Car?
SINCE

1946

PRODUCTS

SELL US your unwanted/junk running vehicle.

CARO, MI

KINDE, MI

1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

4900 N. VanDyke
989-874-6523

The Fine Arts Department
of New Life Christian Academy presents

Disney’s

We Will Give You

COLD HARD CASH!

READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI

February 2015

and the

Also buying nonrunning vehicles.
No pick up fees.

586-222-1268

Love Your Water

March 5-7
Thursday: 7:00PM
Friday: 7:00PM
Saturday: 2:00 & 7:00PM

For Tickets:

Call (810) 367-3770 or stop by NLCA
5517 Griswold Rd. in Kimball Twp.

For All Your Remodeling Needs

Happy
Valentine’s Day
from

WWW.FEYERSCONSTRUCTION.COM
ralphfeyers@gmail.com

WATER SOFTENERS - DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS

586-531-9349
Licensed and Insured

Exp

. 2/28
*New Custo
mers Only/15

MIKE’S HAULING
Debris Removal
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

20%
Off
RUBBER
WHEEL

DUMPSTERS

If You Don’t Want It...I will Haul It!
Complete Clean-Up Service
Foreclosure Specialist, Garages, Basements,
Barns, Building Demolition, Indoor-Outdoor,
Estate Sales, Car Removal, Fire and Flood
Damage, Tractor Work Available

SAVE YOUR BACKS,
WEEKENDS & FRIENDS!

EAST
E

MICHIGAN
RN

Motorcycles
ATV’s
Buy • Sell • Trade
New & Used Parts
MICH
& Accessories
Vintage Bikes & parts

CLE
CY

Walk In Yard Hours
Wednesday 9-3
Thursday 9-7
Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3
YALE
Internet Sales Hours
Mon-Fri 9-5
UPS Service

S A LVAG E

7575 Brockway Rd., (M-19)
Yale, MI 48097

PHONE: 810-387-3513
FAX: 810-387-3268
See Us On Ebay
www.emc-cycle.com

SPECIALIZING IN EYEBROWS,
EYELINER, EYE SHADOW,
BEAUTY MARKS & AREOLAS
Patricia

Certified PCP

586-531-3103
72 & Older Plus
Cancer/Alopecia
Clients
With Coupon. Expires 2/28/2015.

(586) 596-4159
CLINTON TOWNSHIP

have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

ABC

GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?

February 2015		
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For Rent

A multiservice company that you can trust!

REICHLE AUTO PARTS

Wanted to Buy
WANTED TO BUY: CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS,

interested in many types. Also unusual artificial
Christmas trees, such as those made out of
feathers, aluminum, or other unusual materials
or those in colors other than green – from
tabletop size to larger. Call if you have just a few
or you have a lot! Please call (810) 614-8034.

Help Wanted

For Sale
STORE AND WAREHOUSE SHELVING,

THUMBPRINT NEWS

has grown tremendously in the last year and
we are seeking motivated, competitive, and
hard-working individuals who are extremely
career-oriented and driven by success! We have
open sales positions to be filled immediately in
the Thumb area. Will train - experience a plus.
Both salaried and commissioned positions are
available.

JOIN OUR TEAM!
(810) 794-2300 OR (810) 614-8034
Email résumé to

Snowblower, two-stage, 7’, George White,
almost new $12 or best.
Chevy 366 Truck Motor, $400 exchange.
6.2 Chevy Diesel Motor, $450 exhange.
6.9 Ford Diesel, $400 exhange.
Also offering a large selection of fenders, doors,
hoods, patch panels, motors, transmissions and
more. Call for all your auto parts needs!
Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1
Call (810) 329-3697 or (810) 434-1802

ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net

former gift and pet supply store in Algonac.
Many 15 foot long units - buy 1 or all - $25
each, cash only. Great for extra storage space
in basements, garages and sheds as well. Call
(810) 614-8034 to arrange a time to view or go
to www.herbsandflowers.net.

Starting
at

14

$

Call

810-329-5863
General
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC,
The Algonac Banquet Center is available for
rental for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill
Street in Algonac. For questions or to book, call
Sue at (810) 278-4395.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates starting
at $561 weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor
enclosed heated pool. Visit us online at
gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 648-6168.

Lake Louise Camp
near Boyne Falls, Michigan

has two retreat lodges available for rent.
Close to snowmobile trails, and Boyne
Mountain. Each lodge sleeps 20 and
contains full bath facilities, refrigerator,
microwave and spacious meeting room.
Call 231-549-2728 or email inquiries to
program@lakelouisecommunity.org.

“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”

CREMATION
$995

25

Call Today!
(810) 794-2300

Visit ThumbPrintNews.com/circulation
for a full list of Drop Locations to see where to
pick up your copy of ThumbPrint News today!

NEW LOCATION

57737 Gratiot Ave. at 261/2 Mile

New Haven 586.749.9585
Kenneth L. White Manager

1634 Lapeer Ave.

Port Huron 810.985.5123
Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

MARITIME TRIVIA
Courtesy of The Marine Art of J. Clary

No one correctly answered question #16.
Be the first to answer Question #17 and you could win a J. Clary collector print!
Question #16: In 1921 there were 28 steamship
companies operating 377 steamers on the lakes.
What steamer was the largest at that time?
Answer: The 604 foot steamer Grant Morden.

Starting At 7pm

Liveic

Mus

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Prime Rib Dinner
for Two
Drink Specials

xo
119 S Main St.Yale, MI 48097

810-387-2710

Maritime Trivia Question #17

How was British Admiral Lord Nelson
sent home after he was killed in the
Battle of Trafalgar?
Email Your Guess to marineart@jclary.com
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Aura Reading Class
Saturday, Feb. 21st
1:00 to 3:00pm

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

Cost $40

(586) 709-7165
All E-Classic outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems.
It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed.
See your local dealer for more information.

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Honey is created by bees as a primary
food source. Honey bees convert
nectar into honey through a process of
regurgitation and evaporation. They store
their honey in wax honeycombs within
the beehive. Foraging honey bees travel
the equivalent of three trips around the
world to produce a single jar (1 lb.) of
honey.
Over 4,000 years ago, honey was
used as a traditional Ayurvedic medicine
believed to treat material imbalances
within the body. The pre-ancient
Egyptians used honey topically to treat
wounds as well as implementing it as an
embalming agent. The ancient Greeks
claimed eating honey on a daily basis
would prolong life and the Prophet
Mohammed, as well as the Quran, praise
honey’s healing abilities.
Honey’s health benefits include
enhanced memory, improved heart
health and increased immunity. Honey

is a natural humecant and anti-bacterial
/ anti-fungal agent. Honey will calm
a cough and ease throat irritations.
Buckwheat honey in particular has
been shown to be just as effective as
dextromethorphan in the suppression of
coughs.
According to the book, Honey
Revolution, by Dr. Ron Fessenden,
scientists have found floral flavanoids
in honey and these bioflavanoids
(antioxidants) powerfully influence our
bodies’ cells. Flora-flavones are effective
in removing free radicals and improve
immunity functioning. The darker the
honey, the greater its antioxidant power.
The presence of certain flavanoids
and phenol acids indicate that honey’s
properties are contributory as an anticancer agent. Tualang honey exhibits
the characteristic of targeting cancer
cells while leaving non-cancerous cells
unharmed.
Honey has been named the 2015
“Flavor of the Year”, is celebrated
throughout the month of September,
and is one sweet treat that is naturally
healthy.
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Up to
75%
OFF

Fort Gratiot
Port Huron

BEN’S
BEN’S FINE
FURNITURE CENTER FURNITURE & MATTRESS
Downtown Port Huron
Fort Gratiot by Walmart

810-385-6530

February 2015

810-984-4215

BEN’S MATTRESS &
BEDROOM CENTER
Fort Gratiot by Walmart

810-385-5205

OPEN 7 DAYS MON. - SAT. 10-7 P.M., SUN 12-6 P.M.

bensff.com

