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PESTERING
PROBLEMS:
THE DARK
NIGHT

By Keith Kodet,

hen Oscar Wilde penned the
words, “Life imitates art far
more than art imitates life”, he lived
in a time without radio, television,
the movies or the internet. He did
not get to see the promises of a
futuristic world on shows like Lost
in Space or Star Trek, just to name a
few. In the 1950s and ’60s, viewers
of fictional shows set in the near or
far future were shown fantastical
devices, things like flat screen TVs,
two-way video communication (in
Artwork from 1931's
"The Jameson Satellite"
color!), machines that could print
solid objects, and more that have all become commonplace. Watch an
old science fiction program today, and you’ll see just how much the
media has predicted our current reality. The same will most likely be
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ThumbPrint News Contributor

said for modern shows if watched 20, 30 or even 50 years
from now. Art will continue to come up with fictional
ideas that young scientists and inventors desire enough to
make factual reality.
A recurring theme in today’s science fiction, especially
shows and movies involving some sort of space travel, is
the idea of cryopreservation, cryosleep, or more simply,
the process of freezing a person to suspend their aging
for months, years or even centuries. This idea is so firmly
implanted in the cannon of space fiction that a fair number
of people today believe that it is already a reality. And in
a way it is, or at least it is getting very close to being one.
For the July 1931 issue of Amazing Stories, the relatively
unknown New York author, Neil R. Jones, published his
short tale “The Jameson Satellite” in which a professor
attempts to escape death by having his body put into
orbit around the earth, where 40 million years later, he
See IMMORTALITY Page 23
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By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Contributor
any people familiar with Michigan history know the British occupied
Mackinaw Island prior to the land being awarded to America – however,
fewer people are aware the British relocated their military presence to another
island following their eviction.
After pressure from the United States to remove the British from their military
fort on Mackinaw Island began around the conclusion of the War of 1812, the
British started searching for a new location outside American territory. They
needed a location close enough to the shipping route to be able to influence the
fur trade, settling on Drummond Island, which is the largest island in the Great
Lakes, stretching approximately 130 square miles at the eastern most part of
the Upper Peninsula off the Straits of Mackinac. Prior to the British choosing
the islet for the location of a new fort, Native American presence existed on the
island dating back to 200 B.C., with evidence showing the land was used as a
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I n S u p p o r t of L o c a l R e s t au r a n t s

As I sit at my desk on this chilly March morning on one of those rare days when I am not multi-tasking in my attempt to run three
businesses successfully, I ponder the fate of my most recent venture – our restaurant. April will mark four years since we originally
opened. And what a challenging year this last one has been!
Approximately one year ago, COVID-19 began to publicly bring chaos into our lives and our businesses. No business fared any
worse than the restaurant industry. Last year, in the spring and summer, we missed being open for indoor dining on some of our
busiest holidays – St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day and Father’s Day. The rest of the year was not much better,
with regulations and restrictions changing almost weekly.
Now that restaurants have been able to resume indoor dining, there are still giant hurdles remaining. The biggest are how to
remain profitable at only 50% capacity and how to ensure the safety of all our employees and customers. Hopefully, by the time this
issue goes to press, we will be seeing the light at the end of the tunnel.
We, at ThumbPrint News, have decided that our May issue will be a Special Edition with a Focus on Restaurants dedicated to
the restaurant industry in the counties covered by our paper: Genesee, Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair and Sanilac. If you are
the owner of a restaurant in one of these counties, this would be the ideal time to advertise for the upcoming, hopefully busy, late
spring and summer seasons.
ThumbPrint News is offering a great deal on advertising for this special edition for those restaurant advertisers who
commit to not only the May edition, but also two more editions. They will pay for the first two ads, and the third ad will
be FREE. (Free ad must be used before the end of 2021. May and June ads must be paid in full, on time. Paid ads do not need to be the same
size; the free ad will be the same size as the smallest paid ad. Monthly design can be changed.) We are also accepting ads for just the
month of May. Please call (810) 794-2300 to be put in contact with one of our advertising specialists who can help with the
advertising rates and details. Also, any restaurants that do advertise in this edition are welcome to submit a recipe of one of
their customer favorite’s on their menus. We will publish as many as we have room for. Recipes should be in Word Document
format and emailed to thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
Readers are also invited to participate by sending in special memories from their favorite area restaurants, either from the past or
from the present (these should be in Word Document format and should be geared to telling a story about a memory of that restaurant,
an amusing tale of visiting or working at a restaurant in our coverage area, etc., rather than an advertisement for that restaurant). We
reserve the right to choose the submissions we think our readers will most enjoy and to edit for length, clarity, spelling and grammar.
They should be emailed (not mailed, please) to: thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
We are hoping this edition will help to boost the sales of our area restaurants and to provide our readers with new dining opportunities
in the culinary delight region of Michigan’s Thumb.
–Diane Kodet

“There is a difference between dining and eating. Dining is an art. When you eat to get the most out of your meal, to please the palate,
just as well as to satiate the appetite, that, my friend, is dining.” - Yuan Mei (Yuan Mei, 1716-1797, was a Chinese painter and poet of the Qing Dynasty.)

ORDER UP A HOMEMADE MEAL

WE OFFER PICK UP OR DELIVERY!

Notice?
FROM FOXFIRE FIXIN’S Short
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for the dream of
yesterday is the hope
of today and the
reality of tomorrow.”

SOME CUSTOMER FAVORITES:

PULLED PORK, SMOKED BRISKET, PERCH OR BLUEGILL,
BROASTED CHICKEN, BACON-WRAPPED SHRIMP,
SMOKED JALAPEÑO POPPERS, HOUSE CHIPS,
MAC-N-CHEESE AND COLESLAW

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039

810-765-9255

CALL FOR
PRICING

AND DETAILS
Buffet Style or Full Catering

“It is difficult to say
what is impossible,

CHOOSE FROM
OUR

Full Menu

WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

Robert H. Goddard
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By Rita MacDonald,

April 2021

ThumbPrint News Columnist

I have a very predictable routine. You could even say it's quite boring. I
get up at the same time every morning. I hit snooze the same number of
times. Two back-up alarms go off. I get up, brush my teeth, shower, and
I won't bore you with the rest of the details, but it's the same every single
day.
I take the same roads, drive in the same lane, and always hit 15 Mile and
John R at 6:06 a.m. I park in the same garage, on the same floor, in the
same spot each shift, and I look at the time clock on the way in and get a
chuckle. It's always 6:18 a.m.
My lunch goes in the fridge, I head to my locker, change my shoes, put
my badge on and my necessities in my pockets, and head to the kitchen. I
make a pot of coffee and have a conversation with Sherry or Denise from
dietary. We talk about our family life, our children, our schedules, and
wish each other a nice day. I check my assignment, head to the desk, get
teased by everyone for always being so early, get a piece of paper and the
assignment sheet, and head to the break room after getting that fresh cup
of coffee that's just finished brewing. It must be an age thing, because
usually the other two in "my generation" are already in there.
My ride home is no different. I take the same route in reverse. And I
always call Mum for half my ride, and Edna for the other half.
But tonight was different. Tonight, not only did I take a different ride
home, but I called my friend Carrie after my first two calls. I couldn't stop
thinking of her all day. She has been dealt a difficult hand and is now living
despite it.
There's a saying about walking a mile in someone else's shoes to gain
perspective. Well, today I may not have walked a mile in Carrie's shoes,
but I felt as though I had walked at least around the block once in them. I
couldn't wait to take those metaphorical shoes off. She can't. She can't
ever take those shoes off.
I am still convinced that sometimes God gives us little glimpses
into the things that people feel, just so that we can love them
better – maybe because He wants to grow a closer bond of friendship.
Maybe simply because He wants us to care about the stuff that really
matters, and let go of the childish, petty nonsense in our lives.
My GOD, we (I) waste an awful lot of time, thought and energy pondering
things that don't me an a hill of beans!
Hill of beans – I've always wondered where that saying comes from!
(Squirrel!)
I've had my share of yucky stuff happen in my life – heartaches and
losses I wouldn't wish upon anyone, and some just plain old consequences
of my own stupidity. None of it I would ever want to relive – but certainly not
anything I'd choose to change either. It's been the yucky stuff that's given
me the clearest vision.
Do you know what happens when your
"Therefore, since we are surrounded
vision gets clearer and clearer? You only
by
such a great cloud of witnesses, let
see the stuff that matters. All the rest is
just a big fat blur, and the clearest thing us throw off everything that hinders
in sight is the finish line. And the more and the sin that so easily entangles.
you focus on the finish line, the less life's And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us, fixing
meaningless nonsense even matters.
Lucky me. I get to run this race called our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set
life with the sweetest of friends.
Can you imagine the faces cheering us before Him, He endured the cross,
on? I'm proud to be one of those faces scorning its shame, and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God.
for my friends, especially Carrie.
Consider Him who endured such
Keep running, Carrie. Keep running.

And just for fun -

The definition of the phrase "Hill of Beans" by
Merriam-Webster is "something of negligible
importance or value".

opposition from sinners, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart."
– Hebrews 12:1-3
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Annual Appointment Checkup
April 1 - 30, 2021
Medical professionals report it is important for people age
50 and over to have their hearing evaluated annually.
That’s why we are sponsoring a FREE Hearing
Screening April 1 - 30, 2021, to assess
your hearing health.

April 7 th is World Health Day, a great
time to focus on one of the most neglected
areas of our health, our auditory system.
It is such a noisy world out there! With
all the noise that surrounds us daily –
airplanes, construction, emergency vehicles,
motorcycles, fireworks, loud music – we are all at risk for some level of
hearing loss in the future. According to the Hearing Loss Association
of America, approximately 48 million Americans (20 percent) report
some degree of hearing loss. That’s why it’s so important to have our
hearing checked regularly, especially as we get older. Hearing loss is
dangerous if left untreated, so it is imperative to address the condition
as early as possible. Hearing loss has been linked to other health
conditions such as: dementia, Alzheimer’s, emotional strain, fatigue,
depression, social isolation and increases in one’s risk of falling.
It’s always important to be proactive about your health and take
advantage of your local hearing care providers that offer free hearing
screenings. Screenings help detect the start of hearing loss and
prevent further hearing issues. Do you feel like you should schedule
a hearing test, but feel curious what the visit entails? It’s normal to
hesitate on taking the first step, but rest assured, there’s nothing to
worry about and you’ll be thankful you did!

In addition, we use state-of-the-art Video Otoscope
technology to inspect the inside of your ear canal.
This procedure is quick and comfortable.
As your dedicated hearing
care partner, Beltone will:
A Video Otoscope exam may reveal
such common problems as:
• Excessive wax build-up
• Damage to the eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in the middle ear
• Other conditions
The entire evaluation is free, and you
are under no obligation.

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired
community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate
about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their
website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of
their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

• Guarantee a lifetime of dedicated
hearing care partnership.
• Recommend tailored hearing
solutions to best suit your lifestyle.
• Offer cutting-edge hearing devices
developed with award-winning
technology.

Call today. You will be glad you did.

GIFT CARD

$1000

*

THE OFFICE VISIT – STEP BY STEP

First Step: Lifestyle assessment. Understanding more about your lifestyle
and hearing priorities helps a specialist provide individualized care.
Are you outdoorsy? Do you frequent restaurants and public places? Do
you enjoy television, music, movies and lectures? All of these kinds of
things and more play into the development of hearing loss and the type
of hearing aids right for you, if should you need them.
Second Step: Review of your general health and hearing history.
Many people are surprised by how much our overall health and
the medications we take can impact our hearing. Several common
conditions can adversely affect our ability to hear.
Third Step: Hearing evaluation. A hearing evaluation includes several
tests that measure how well you hear a variety of sounds, such as tones
and speech. It will consist of a visual examination of your ear using an
otoscope, an air and bone conduction test and word discrimination test.
Fourth Step: Hearing test results. After your hearing evaluation, your
specialist will review your results on an audiogram, which is a visual
representation of how well you are hearing. Based on the findings,
either your hearing is in tip top shape and you should repeat testing
once a year, or you will proceed to the fifth step.
Fifth Step: Diagnosis and treatment plan. If a hearing loss is found
and hearing aids are able to treat your loss, the specialist will give
a comprehensive diagnosis and suggest a wide range of hearing
products to fit your hearing care needs, lifestyle and budget.

• Take the time to get to know you.

Expires April 30, 2021

$1000* GIFT CARD!

BAD AXE • CARO • FORT GRATIOT • LAPEER
HARBOR BEACH • MARINE CITY • SANDUSKY
BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Imagine hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount
taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.
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ceremonial site and a meeting place.
point a fire swept through the islet,
The relocation was carried out by Lieutenant Colonel Robert destroying much of the dwellings. In
McDouall, naming the island after the early 1900s, a small community of
Lieutenant General Gordon Drummond, Finnish settlers arrived on Drummond
who was in charge of the British military Island and began establishing a village.
in Canada. After Fort Drummond They eventually began using the timber
was constructed in 1815, the British as a way to make money, giving them
established a small settlement of 400 the ability to construct a grocery store,
men known as the Village of Collier. It is post office, a school and a meeting hall
believed that following the war, a British for the community – after clearing
commissioner was tricked after being some of the trees on the island, settlers
fed countless alcoholic drinks, allowing began farming the land as another way
1817 Fort Drummond postcard
American officials to alter the territory to supplement their income. As more
boundaries to include Drummond Island. The legalities of this process took years to homes were constructed on the island,
be worked out, which didn’t take place until the early 1820s – the British remained it is said that some settlers actually
on the island for years after this, assigning a new commander to the post in 1827. built their houses on top of existing
Location of Drummond Township, MI
They finally vacated the island just before the winter of 1828, fleeing in a hurry and foundations from the British settlement.
leaving most of their personal items Eventually, the island introduced a new industry when dolomite was discovered,
behind due to lack of room. Tales which still thrives today as the island’s only industry, aside from tourism. Dolomite
are often told of the British sinking is used as an ornamental stone, a concrete aggregate, and a source of magnesium
their leftover military weapons, oxide, as well as in the Pidgeon process for the production of magnesium.
such as cannons, into Whitney Bay
Drummond Island is a thriving travel destination in Michigan, offering countless
to ensure the United States didn’t amenities that suit every type of vacationer.
get a hold of them. Unfortunately, The land is dotted with hundreds of permanent
dives investigating this claim have dwellings and vacation homes, hosting
come up empty and it is believed approximately 1,200 residents. Fishing is wellthe British began shipping their known throughout the state and hunters are able
weapons back home years prior to to scour the woods for game, such as grouse, black
the final evacuation. Another tale bear and deer. The island is covered with trails
that took place on Drummond Island for off-road vehicles, hiking, snowmobiling and
Whitney Bay, Site of Fort Drummond, 1959
around the same time involves a skiing. Lodging is very well
local who went insane – one day he established and varies from
slipped into the woods with a kettle rustic campgrounds to hotels
full of gold and when he returned to beautiful rentals, which
he didn’t have any valuables. This includes a scenic golf course.
story has led many to believe the Throughout the massive islet,
suspected gold has yet to be found more than 30 inland lakes exist,
and is still waiting to be discovered. and those who are interested
When the British presence on in diving will be thrilled to
Drummond Island was removed, learn of the 17 shipwrecks that
the site remained unoccupied and reside around the island. A
Harbor serving the fort
Headstones in the cemetery
open to the unforgiving elements of historic museum is located on
northern Michigan winters. Explorer Douglass Houghton, who became famous the island, which displays early Native American tools, as well as pictures of the
for discovering copper deposits in the Keweenaw Peninsula in the 1840s, sailed Finnish settlement and a model of the British fort – the location where the museum
past the island in the early 1830s. He explained the site, comprised of some 50 sits is where, at one time, the island’s oldest remaining residents, Daniel Murray
buildings, to be mysterious – “from the water, it has
Seaman and his wife Elizabeth, built their home in
the appearance of a delightful village, but it does
1853.
not contain a single inhabitant.” From the time the
Legends continue to swirl around the island, one of
British evacuated the island until the 1850s, the only
which tells of the events that have caused a haunting
humans to periodically occupy the island were Native
still prevalent to this day. Two British soldiers were
Americans. Soon refugees from Beaver Island, who
said to have deserted their post and the government
were part of a Mormon community, began arriving
put a price of $20 on their heads. Native Americans
on Drummond Island because their leader was facing
from the Ojibwe tribe hunted down the two men and
persecution from the government for naming himself
decapitated them, taking their heads back to Fort
a king. The Mormons began laying out settlements
Drummond to collect their reward. It is said that the
and it wasn’t long before others with different
two headless British soldiers can be seen in their
religious backgrounds came to start a new life as
uniforms on the shore of the island near the glow of a
well. Soon disagreements between different religious
campfire. It is also said that tunnels exist on the island
groups began popping up around the island, which
where the British fort was situated, believed to be
eventually resulted in the Mormons once again being
used to store military supplies.
driven away.
Today, Drummond Island is a self-sufficient village
Just before the turn of the century, an expedition
with a grocery store and gas station, offering visitors
was conducted on Drummond Island and their
a glimpse into one of the last pieces of land ruled
findings told of massive stone chimneys from the
by a foreign country in the United States, as well
British fort and other buildings standing in the
as the remains of one of Michigan’s oldest ruins,
Map of Fort Drummond site, 1896
middle of the woods – it is believed that at some
Fort Drummond.
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ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILERS
15 to 50 Feet
PH: 586-726-5848
or 877-499-5586
Fax: 586-477-1155

www.AmericanClassicBoatTrailers.com
20 minutes north of Detroit
32535 South River Road, Harrison Twp., MI 48045
Shipping Worldwide • Midwest • North Carolina • Phoenix, AZ

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place for
our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website www.
thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 13,
2021, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person
will be notified.
For our March contest, we asked our readers to identify what is the name of the
object pictured to the right and for what is it used. Of all of those submitting the
correct answer, Sheila Crayne of Plymouth, Michigan, was randomly chosen
as March’s winner. Sheila identified the object as a tool to peel an orange.
Here are some interesting facts about oranges:
• Orange juice is the most popular fruit juice in America.
• There are over 600 varieties of oranges.
• Florida is the top orange producer in the United States.
• Spain has over 35 million orange trees.
• One orange provides approximately 92% of the recommended dose of
Vitamin C.
• Brazil is the world leader in orange production, producing about half of
the world’s orange juice and approximately 80% of the world’s orange
concentrate.
• With a high resistance to disease, more oranges are killed by lightning
than by plant diseases.
For our April contest, we are asking our readers to
identify the object pictured to the left. Visit our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.

GOOD LUCK!

(810) 794-5678 to prevent fleas!
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THE AREA’S MOST
ADVANCED HEART PROGRAM.
McLaren Port Huron offers the Blue Water Area’s most
comprehensive and advanced cardiac care, including the
latest minimally invasive surgical procedures to lower the risk
of complications and help you recover more quickly.
The heart team at McLaren Port Huron provides personalized
cardiovascular care, right here at home. With advanced,
leading-edge treatments, you can be confident you’re doing
what’s best for your heart and your health, with:
• Preventive health screenings
• Stress tests and cardiac diagnostics
• Minimally invasive treatments and procedures
• Comprehensive care, including cardiac surgery,
cardiac rehab and more

Find out how a
McLaren cardiologist
can do what’s best
for you — visit
mclaren.org/mphheart
to learn more.

mclaren.org/mphheart
810-987-5000
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DEMONSTRATING
YOU CARE
By David Gillis,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Throughout Michigan’s Thumb Area, you will find many communities that truly
represent the meaning of “small town America”. Many of these small cities, villages
and towns have not changed much in several decades and within many, you will
find several generations of families that have remained. It seems to me that these
communities, like many throughout our nation, have a common characteristic: open
friendliness. At least they did, but I am beginning to wonder if we are in danger of
losing some of it, at least as we have known it.
Biblically, we are told to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. Surely, we
understand that there are numerous meanings for the word love, and we can accept
that neighbor is not only the person next door, but within this context, simply relates
to other people. Let us also, for the purpose of this writing, accept that love indicates
caring for someone else’s feelings and demonstrating that love is an enacted emotion
supported by certain behaviors. Hopefully, I have not complicated your thinking
with my definitions.
As a child being nurtured by loving parents, I was taught many lessons about being
friendly and showing it. My mother, especially, taught that smiling was a way to
show friendliness, particularly when someone smiled at you. One side of the family
was huggers and kissers, so we all learned early in life that was a way to demonstrate
love and friendship. An early lesson was on how to shake someone’s hand and to
always extend my hand as a greeting. Those were simple behaviors to learn and I did,
using them throughout my life. That is until now.
My wife was always a hugger, regardless of how well she knew you. We always
found ourselves in church early so she could greet others with a hug. And we were
usually late leaving because hugging was her way of saying good-bye for now. She
has passed away, but I know she would be extremely disappointed that she could not
continue with her traditional hugs. Of course, maintaining a distance from others is
not now acceptable, but is something we do because we must.
As a volunteer hospice visitor in the past, I would often sit with patients and, as we
talked or prayed, hold their hand. I believed it provided a certain level of comfort. I
am still visiting hospice patients, but not longer can hold a hand.
Many of those emotional demonstrations of friendliness and showing others
we care are being eroded by the restrictions we necessarily must live with and by.
Certainly, we cannot exchange a simple smile with someone else when we are both
wearing face masks. Shaking hands with someone else is frowned upon and just not
done anymore. Social distancing keeps us away from others and hugging or kissing
others is not practiced outside your home. Forget about touching an ill person; that
is just not allowed.
Some will explain that we will return to normal in the near future, but I am not fully
convinced that’s true. We have just passed the one-year threshold for this pandemic
and I have no reason to believe we won’t experience another like benchmark in 2022.
Another concern of mine relates to our young children. I mentioned earlier how
I, and I am sure many others, was trained by caring parents in behaviors for being a
friendly person. Those were foundational years and lessons learned were not easily
erased. However, how about those children in that same age grouping today? They
are being taught not to hug and kiss others outside their homes. They are not being
taught how and why to shake hands. They are experiencing social distancing as a
way of life. Will they and can they be retrained in the future?
It is not my intent to create a totally negative image of what we have been
experiencing. Certainly, we do not need additional, less-than-positive understandings.
I believe that, through all of this, God has a plan for us to develop even better and
stronger ways of loving our neighbor as we do ourselves. It may very well be in the
way we communicate with each other. We may find ourselves using more meaningful
words and methods to tell others we care. Certainly, smiling, touching, hugging and
kissing will find their way back into our lives and in the lives of our children. But
in the process, we may learn how to better tell someone, “I love you and I care.”
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•
Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

SPRING CONTRACTORS

As the snow continues to melt and the warm weather creeps in, you
may start to look around your house and notice a few repairs that need
to be made. Whether you have damage that was caused by the winter
weather, or you are looking to start on those home improvements that
got delayed last year, it is important to be able to trust the person you
hire to do work in and around your home.
Hiring a contractor can be a daunting task, especially amid a pandemic.
Taking your time to do the research, look over reviews and complaints,
and visiting the company website to read up on their COVID-19
precautions, will play a vital role in finding the right contractor to
complete your home repair or improvement project.
In addition to research, here are some tips to keep in mind when hiring
a contractor. Better Business Bureau ® Serving Eastern Michigan & The
Upper Peninsula wants to be sure you are fully equipped with the tools
and resources to find the right contractor for you.
• Ask for references. Ask the contractor for a list of recent local
references you may contact. Ask the references about the services
performed and their overall experience with the contractor and the
quality of the work. Ask if the contractor stuck to the estimated
budget and completion date for the project. If possible, inspect the

•

•

•
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contractor's work yourself. Ask if the contractor is a member of a
professional association that has standards or a code of ethics.
Ask for multiple quotes. You should always shop around and get
at least three quotes from different businesses. Make sure all bids
consider the same set of criteria. Remember that the lowest bid
may not necessarily be the best bid; if one bid is significantly lower
than the others, the contractor may be cutting corners or may not
understand your work requirements.
Get it in writing. Always get estimates in writing and never let
any work begin without a written and signed contract. Do not be
pressured into signing an agreement before you are ready and
make sure you read and understand everything before signing. The
contract should include contact information, start and completion
dates, a detailed description of the exact work to be done, any
material costs, payment arrangements and warranty information.
Specify who is to obtain necessary building permits and who is
responsible for clean-up. Make sure all verbal promises are included
in the contract. Ask how much work will be subcontracted and ask
for information on the subcontractors. Ask questions if you do not
understand any part of the contract. Never sign an incomplete or
partially blank contract.
Verify licenses and insurance. Always be sure that the company
you decide to work with has the necessary licenses and insurance
to work in your region. In the United States, you can get to your
state’s licensing agency to learn more by visiting the website
www.nascla.org/?page=LicensingInformation.
Confirm building permits. Your contractor must have the correct
permits before starting your project. They will usually obtain the
permits, but you will probably pay for them. That should be detailed
in your contract. Request that all final inspections be completed by
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Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
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Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

the local building official prior to the final payment being made.
• Inquire about a lien waiver. A lien waiver, in the United States,
is a statement from your contractor that says all suppliers and
subcontractors have been paid for their work. In some Canadian
provinces, there is a mandatory Builders Lien holdback, so ensure
you understand any financial obligations you may be liable for.
• Think about future service issues. Make sure you are aware of
your warranty coverage and how to deal with service issues.
• Arrange a payment schedule. Never pay in full upfront. Stagger
your payments so your final payment is not due until the work is
complete and you have fully inspected it. Do not pay cash; make
sure your check is written to a company, not an individual, or that
you use a credit card. Paying with a credit card will provide some
recourse should the job not be completed as stated in the contract.
• Get a receipt. Request a receipt marked “Paid in Full” when the
job is completed, and your final payment is made.
• Keep your contract. Hold on to your contract for future reference
or if any questions arise after the work is complete.
To get the most updated information on contractors in your area, read
reviews and complaints, and to find out if a company is accredited,
visit bbb.org, or call at (866) 788-5706 for more information.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO
of the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan &
the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization
that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices
in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs.
Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by
visiting www.bbb.org.
Melanie Duquesnel

4600 24th Ave. 810-385-6000

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 Fax: 810-385-1667

1777 Busha Hwy. 810-364-6400

Marysville, MI 48040 Fax: 810-364-1370

www.jones-equipment.com

Great Pricing • On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

Saturday, May 8
Fort Gratiot Location

FREEPIK.COM

CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Our beautiful Michigan spring is finally here. Our clocks have been moved
forward last month, which is a much welcomed time for Michiganders. The
extra daylight we experience is wonderful.
Much warmer weather is coming. Easter and new life is beginning to become
visible. It seems everything is about symbols and hidden meanings these days,
so I researched symbols for April. The birthstone for April is the diamond, the
flower is the daisy and the fragrant sweet pea. It’s also Confederate History
Month I learned, for seven of our southern states.
We are starting to see the green sprouts poke out seemingly before our eyes
and reach toward the sky to begin their new season of life.
I took my monthly off-season trip to the cottage to check on things before the
water is scheduled to be turned on and to see what is needed to get ready for
the season. I did my usual spring change up with items at the cottage: new
rugs, decorative pictures, outdoor lawn furniture, replacing the smoke detector
batteries, and small changeovers I usually do every early spring.
I still wasn’t feeling that excitement, though, as we drove north like I normally
do. It usually only takes Lake Huron to come into view on the drive up to get
me geeked for a weekend at my little place – but not so much this road trip. My
only reasoning for this I guess is the craziness going on in our country. What
should we expect next? What crazy new law or mandate is going to be added or
removed with the stroke of a pen? Do we worry about the state of the economy
as it sits, or worry about what is to come in the future? Or do we not worry at all
and rely solely on our faith or whatever it is that brings us comfort? I try to keep
in mind the saying, “When you try to control everything, you enjoy nothing”.
While cleaning and checking out the cabin during my visit, I happened to
glance out the back window at my little sitting area on the back patio and then
…it finally hit me – that happy feeling that spring is here and summer is coming!
Not sure what exactly provoked that; maybe it was the look of the grass just
waiting to turn green completely. Maybe it was the shepherd's hooks for the
hummingbird and wild bird feeders that took a beating from the harsh winter
lake winds hitting them and now hanging at angles that got me excited. Odd, I
know, but it worked. I got that feeling of anticipation about the opening of the
cottage and having hot, running water soon and the cottage being ready for
family and friends to enjoy some lake time and create some fun memories.
Yes, the slight apprehension about our country’s current status still remains
on my mind, but winter is gone and spring is here! So, that concern can be put
on a shelf for a while. In the meantime, I will fly my Old Glory, red, white and
blue flag proudly in the front of the cottage to remind me of what it means to be
a true American Patriot! That right there is reason enough to be really excited!
Spring has sprung in the Great Lakes’ State!

Happy Easter, ThumbPrint News Readers!
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Reprinted from April 2010 issue of ThumbPrint News

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Dr. DiBenedetto has been writing an article monthly for ThumbPrint News ever since its beginning 10 years ago. We are much appreciative of
that. Dr. DiBenedetto will no longer be able to write these articles due to her own personal reasons. Therefore, we would like to find another veterinarian who would be willing
to write a monthly article on the topic of his or her choice in the realm of pet care. In exchange, we will put a note at the end of each article, mentioning the veterinary clinic
where the author works with all contact information. If interested, please email thumbprintnews@comcast.net. In the meantime, with Dr. DiBenedetto’s permission, we will
be reprinting a few articles from her earliest submissions in hopes that they can be helpful to today’s pet owners.

The economy has made it difficult for some pet owners to keep up
on all of their needs and responsibilities. When it comes to the health
of your dog, keeping vaccines up-to-date is a primary medical need,
especially if your dog comes in contact with areas frequented by other
dogs, such as dog parks, groomers, boarding kennels, doggy daycare
centers, or even a run in the woods.
Unvaccinated dogs, raccoons, fox and coyote can all carry canine
viruses. When they shed a virus in an area that your pet passes through,
your pet can catch that virus. If your pet is unvaccinated and exposed
to a canine virus, your pet can catch the virus, just like people catch
the flu.
For the on-going health of your dog, it is extremely important that
routine vaccinations are given at regular intervals from six weeks of age throughout your
pet’s senior years to prevent major diseases.
The immune system of dogs is similar to that of humans. Puppies and seniors have more
difficulties fighting off infections than middle-aged dogs. Therefore, it is extremely important
to start vaccinations early and to assure proper levels of immunity by continuing vaccinations

throughout your dog’s life to prevent major diseases.
Not all dogs need to receive all vaccinations and not all
dogs will need the same vaccines throughout their lives. Your
veterinarian will base your pet’s vaccination protocol on your
pet’s individual risk of exposure that should be evaluated
annually. But minimally, all dogs should be vaccinated for
the core vaccines that include: canine distemper, hepatitis,
parainfluenza, parvo virus and rabies. The following table lists
the canine vaccines available through your veterinarian. Each
virus is defined along with risk factors for exposure. If you can
answer yes to any of the risk of exposure criteria, then your dog
should be vaccinated. You’ll notice that the core vaccines have
been checked “YES” since all dogs have a risk of exposure for these viruses.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital, located at 2981
Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other pet-related questions,
you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CANINE VACCINATIONS
Based on the risk factors indicated for each canine vaccine listed below, rate your dog’s exposure risk by checking YES or NO. If you check YES to
any risk factors, your dog should be vaccinated for protection.
Canine Distemper – Upper Respiratory, Gastrointestinal and Liver Diseases
DISTEMPER – A highly contagious, often fatal virus that affects a dog’s respiratory, gastrointestinal and nervous system.
HEPATITIS – A viral disease that affects the liver and cells lining the blood vessels. It can be fatal in puppies and older dogs.
PARAINFLUENZA – A viral infection that causes one form of what is often called “kennel cough.” It is a highly infectious attack on the respiratory system.
PARVO VIRUS – A common and deadly viral infection of the gastrointestinal system that often has no early visible symptoms. It strikes quickly and death can result in
less than a day.
CORONA VIRUS – A highly contagious viral infection of the gastrointestinal tract.
RISK FACTORS: All dogs are at risk for canine distemper, upper respiratory, gastrointestinal and liver diseases that are spread by airborne viruses that can be carried
into your own house on your clothes and shoes or on breezes through open windows. Your dog is also at high risk of exposure in outside areas where other dogs have
been walked or exercised. Raccoons and skunks can also spread these diseases to areas where your dog can be exposed.
FREQUENCY OF VACCINATION: Annually unless replaced by annual titer testing.

Rabies – A fatal viral infection of the central nervous system which is transmitted through the saliva of an affected animal and poses a serious public health threat.

RISK FACTORS: Rabies affects ALL mammals, including humans, dogs, cats, raccoons, skunks, bats and fox. Local animal control officials have reported that rabid
wild animals have been recently found in the Troy and Sterling Heights areas.
FREQUENCY OF VACCINATION: The initial rabies vaccination is given for a period of 1 year. At the time of the first rabies booster vaccine, the duration of the
vaccine resistance period becomes 3 years. From then on, rabies vaccinations are boosted every 3 years.
LICENSING: Your veterinarian will provide you with a Certificate of Vaccination that you will need to present to the pet licensing department for your municipality. Some
municipalities require licensing of both dogs and cats. Please check with the pet licensing department of your municipality to be sure of the laws governing your pets.

Canine BORDETELLA – A contagious bacterial infection that causes another form of what is often called “kennel cough”. It is a highly infectious attack on the

respiratory system.
RISK FACTORS: Dogs that are exposed to contact with a large number of dogs in areas such as boarding kennels, grooming facilities, training facilities and dog
shows are at high risk of contracting Bordetella, the bacterial form of “kennel cough”. Bordetella vaccinations should be boosted annually if your dog will be a regular
visitor in any of the listed environments. For one-time or infrequent visitors, Bordetella vaccinations should be given 2 weeks before needed.
FREQUENCY OF VACCINATION: Annually if at risk of exposure.

Canine LYME Disease – A debilitating bacterial infection that affects the musculoskeletal system (muscles and bones).

RISK FACTORS: Lyme disease is spread by ticks. Lyme disease is prevalent in areas such as the western end of the Upper Peninsula, New England, New York and
Pennsylvania. According to Michigan.gov, as of March 2021, infected ticks are spreading and being detected across several portions of the Lower Peninsula. Lyme
disease can seriously affect humans and is spread by the same ticks that give Lyme disease to dogs.
FREQUENCY OF VACCINATION: Annually if at risk of exposure.

Canine LEPTOSPIROSIS Disease – A contagious bacterial infection of the kidneys and liver that can be fatal if not treated in the early stages of the disease.

RISK FACTORS: Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease that affects humans and dogs. It is most commonly contracted by dogs who come in contact with water that has
been contaminated with the urine of an infected mouse, rat, raccoon, opossum, fox or deer. Humans can also get Leptospirosis from handling an infected animal or
contaminated urine.
FREQUENCY OF VACCINATION: Annually if at risk of exposure.

Is My Dog At Risk?

YES

Y

Y

NO
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NOW IS THE TIME

to look at our relationship with
By Patricia Cosner Kubic,
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$$$

ThumbPrint News Columnist

There is so much talk about money these days, and most of those
conversations have that tone that borders on panic. There are too many
people who have lost jobs or hours, and getting them back is just especially
uncertain. My heart aches for the waitstaff of restaurants with customers
lingering at only three or four booths. My husband and I try to support
a local diner by getting a weekly carry out; but when I pick it up, it’s so
unsettling to hear how quiet the once bustling diner used to be.
By the time this column goes to print, Governor Whittmer’s newest
restriction of allowing restaurants to operate at 50% capacity will be in
effect. And while that is a long time coming…..assuming it’s still in effect
at press time…..there are just too many people who are waiting for, begging
for, that “return to work” call. Furthermore, it has been a long time since
many people have woken up with that soothing feeling of a sound sleep
because worrying about that work call ever coming won’t allow them to
exhale and drift off after the late night talk show monologues.
President Biden’s rescue plan is only piling on more pressure. People
in favor of it watch the daily news, faithfully hoping, praying and pleading
to hear when the checks will be released. People who are against it worry
that stimulus checks are going to people who don’t need it and are super
concerned about the generation that will pay for it.
Money – when will people get more? Money – who will pay for the checks?
Money – will people need to get new jobs, different careers, go back to
school? There are stacks of questions with no answers, not even guesses.
But there is something very important to throw on that pile. It’s not an
answer; I would not be so arrogant to believe that I could even come close
to offering an answer to such difficult, long-lasting circumstances. But, I
am humble enough to say that, when the panic level is low, we take a few
minutes to reflect on how we think about money.
Money has been in the forefront of our minds for well over a year and
something that occupies that much time and energy deserves a look from
all sides. In the old days, meaning any time prior to March 2020, when we
would have a health issue, household or car repair or even a tangled online
return, we would look at the issue from all sides.
Money is one of the most emotional issues we face. But, maybe it would
be less so if we looked at money not as a “thing”, but, believe it or not,
something we have a relationship with. It makes sense. Every day most
people think about money, just like each day most people think about the
relationships they have with family and friends.
So, if we think about the role money plays in our lives and more importantly,
the role we want money to play in our lives, that might, maybe, just maybe,
reduce the nocturnal tossing and turning a little bit. Yes, we need money for
basic expenses; but those needs aren’t our entire life. It can’t buy simple
times with our kids or older parents. It can’t buy an afternoon of coloring,
doing puzzles or, thanks to temperatures north of the freezing line, walks
or bike rides. In short, money doesn’t get to take up every single moment
if we don’t let it.
We can decide to respect the impact money has on our lives, just like we
respect, or hopefully respect, the role our family and friends play in our
lives. Just like those relationships ebb and flow, and have good chapters
and angry chapters, so goes the flow with money. We get anxious when
we don’t have enough of it and maybe take it for granted thinking the next
paycheck will always be there.
So maybe take a few minutes and put down that load of worries and
try looking at this challenging and yes, long lasting, financial angst as a
hard chapter in your relationship with money, knowing, believing, that
every relationship has strained times. That particular rollercoaster is not
exclusive to humans. You will have good times and bad times with money;
it will flow and sometimes it stops. It’s the same with people; we cannot
escape health challenges and even chapters when someone made a
disrespectful decision. People make it through those fierce times because
they know it’s just one chapter. And the money woes that way too many
people are facing right now are also just one chapter, but certainly not the
end of the book.
You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com.
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Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Learn continually - there’s always ‘one more thing’ to learn!” – Steve Jobs

emendation emen·da·tion | \ ē-men-dā-shәn

A noun meaning a process of making corrections or improvements. First known
use: 1530–40; Latin ēmendātiōn- (stem of ēmendātiō), equivalent to ēmendāt(us).
Ex. Sam took some time to make emendations to his project work.

obstreperous ob·strep·er·ous | \ әb-stre-p(ә-)rәs

An adjective meaning 1: resisting control or restraint in a difficult manner; unruly,
2: noisy, clamorous or boisterous. First known use: 1590–1600; Latin obstreperus
clamorous, akin to obstrepere to make a noise at (ob-ob- + strepere to rattle)
Ex. It is irksome that the obstreperous behavior of one individual will cause
unwelcome changes or restrictions for all.

parsimonious par·si·mo·ni·ous | \ pär-sә-mō-nē-әs

An adjective meaning unwilling to spend money or use resources; stingy or
frugal. First known use: 1598 late Middle English: from Latin parsimonia,
parcimonia, from parcere ‘be sparing’. Ex. To be debt free, you must
be parsimonious with spending.

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool making communication simpler, so we will continue
our quest for unusual words and their meanings. We hope our readers will join in our
learning journey by submitting some underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve
discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please include your name and city of
residence.

Quinn
Minute

Attention Spans
By Rix Quinn,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Do people today really have shorter
attention spans?
Well, it appears that because multiple
messages bombard us daily, we mentally
“delete” those we don’t currently need.
(This explains why some folks forget
what they had for breakfast, or why I call so many of my
friends “Pal”.)
Latest reports – compiled by scientists who pay attention
– set the average adult attention span at only eight minutes.
It’s reportedly even shorter if you’re a dog, and shorter still if
you’re a roaming animal, like a dog with amnesia.
The key to getting attention, research says, is to appeal to
as many senses as possible. If we can see something, hear it,
and have a chance to “talk back” to it (such as responding to
a message by typing a response), we’re more likely to retain it.
Following this logic, the best way to make a person remember
you is to meet her, ask questions, listen to her answers, shake
her hand, then buy her dinner.
A few years ago, we called this a “date”. Today, however, we
applaud it as a great scientific discovery.
So, what have we learned? (1) To get somebody’s attention,
ask him or her out for dinner. (2) To keep that person’s
attention, limit the date to eight minutes.
For more little stories with interesting ideas, subscribe to my
short blog. Here’s the link: www.quinnminute.com.
www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector
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THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS:

BUNNY CHOW
FROM

FREEPIK.COM

SOUTH AFRICA
By Diane Kodet,

ThumbPrint News Editor

Beginning with our January 2021 issue, we started on a culinary trip around the world. Each month, we will be featuring a recipe from a different country. So far I
have shared one from Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay and Romania. I am also inviting readers to submit recipes from other countries that they have made successfully. If
you have recipes you have personally made that are representative of a country that I haven’t shared, I would love to have you submit it to ThumbPrint News at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document form. If you have a photo you took of the dish you made, please submit it as well in high-quality jpeg format. I will be sure
to share some of these recipes in future editions so that we may all take a journey around the world through the recipes that are shared.
This month, I am sharing a recipe from South Africa – Bunny Chow! Bunny Chow is a deliciously tasty South African street food made with aromatic spices, meat, chickpeas
and potatoes, served in hollow bread – a one of a kind sandwich! Since Easter comes in April this year, what a perfect recipe to up your game for Easter dinner!
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DIRECTIONS

1 pound chicken thighs or breast
cut in bite-sized pieces
½ cup canola or cooking oil
2-3 curry leaves (or bay leaves)
1 teaspoon minced ginger
2 teaspoons minced garlic
1 Tablespoon curry powder or
more to taste
1 medium onion diced
2 medium tomatoes diced
1 cinnamon stick

•
•
•

1 ½ teaspoons of paprika
3 green cardamom pods, lightly crushed
8 ounces or less of potatoes, cleaned
and cut into cubes
15 ounce can of chickpeas,
rinsed and drained
½ teaspoon cayenne pepper (optional)
1 ½ cups of chicken broth or water
Salt and pepper to taste
1 loaf of crusty, round bread

•
•
•
•
•

1. When ready to cook, heat up large sauce pan with oil and add onions, garlic, ginger,
cinnamon stick, curry leaves, cardamom pods and curry powder. Stir occasionally for about
2-3 minutes until onions are translucent.
2. Add tomatoes, followed by chicken. Stir and sauté for about 2-3 more minutes. Add chicken
stock/water, if necessary, to prevent any burns
3. Next, add chickpeas, potatoes and chicken broth, about 1 1/2 cups. Add more as needed.
Bring to a boil and let it simmer until sauce thickens, about 25 minutes or more
4. Adjust for salt, pepper and stew consistency.
5. Serve in a hollowed-out, crusty, round bread loaf.

According to Wikipedia, “South Africa is a country on the southernmost tip of the African continent, marked by several distinct ecosystems. Inland safari destination, Kruger
National Park, is populated by big game. The Western Cape offers beaches, lush winelands around Stellenbosch and Paarl, craggy cliffs at the Cape of Good Hope, forest and
lagoons along the Garden Route, and the city of Cape Town, beneath flat-topped Table Mountain.”
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FAMILY FEATURES

rom tasty small bites to a filling feast and even dessert for breakfast, brunch options
are nearly endless. Take your spring brunch to the next level with recipes that appease
appetites of all kinds.
First, start with portioned pastry cups perfect for appetizers. Bring out the protein-packed breakfast
burritos for the main course then, for a final touch of sweet deliciousness, offer up lemony doughnuts
to cap off the feast.

Bite-Sized Breakfast

Appetizer-sized portions and small bites of all sorts are ideal for breakfast spreads, and these
Pastry Brunch Cups are perfect for starting a morning meal with loved ones. Or, if a busy schedule
looms, try baking a batch and separating into appropriate serving sizes for a simple way to meal prep
heading into a new week.

Preheat oven to 375°F.
In small saucepan, melt butter. Whisk flour with butter.
Gradually pour in milk, whisking each time. Bring to simmer,
Servings: 18
whisking until mixture starts to thicken. Remove from heat; stir
in Swiss cheese. Set aside.
2 tablespoons butter
Use rolling pin to thin out puff pastries. Cut each into nine
2 tablespoons flour
1 1/2 cups milk
squares. Line pastry squares in muffin cups, pressing bottoms
1 cup shredded Swiss
down firmly and moving pastries up sides for edges to come
cheese
up just over muffin tins. Fill each cup with 1 teaspoon cheese
2 sheets puff pastry
sauce. Crack one egg into each cup and sprinkle each with
18 eggs
diced ham.
2 cups diced ham
Bake 10-15 minutes until eggs set.
		 chopped fresh green onions Sprinkle with chopped green onions.

Pastry Brunch Cups

Find more brunch and breakfast recipes at Culinary.net.

Power Brunch with a Protein-Packed Burrito

A well-rounded brunch calls for a multitude of dishes and beverages, but it wouldn’t be complete without a protein-packed recipe to get the day started.
This delicious Breakfast Burrito is loaded with colorful veggies and Silver Fern Farms 100% grass-fed strip steak. Hailing from New Zealand, home to some of the world’s most natural tasting
beef and lamb, this premium cut of beef is aged 21 days and minimally processed with no added growth hormones or antibiotics. The animals are grass-fed year-round and allowed to roam and
graze freely, so the beef offers a lean, flavorful texture that tastes just as nature intended. Visit silverfernfarms.com to find more at-home brunch inspiration.

Breakfast Burrito

1
		
		
1/2
1
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1
1
1/2-1
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1/2
4
1
1 1/2
1/4
1
		
		

Silver Fern Farms New Zealand 100%
Grass-Fed New York Strip Steak (10 ounces)
oil, salt and pepper to taste
onion, finely chopped
red bell pepper, sliced lengthwise
large mushrooms, sliced
teaspoon cumin
teaspoon paprika
teaspoon chili powder
tomato, finely chopped
eggs
cup milk
large tortillas
cup spinach
ounces feta cheese, crumbled
cup cilantro
avocado
lime wedges (optional)
hot sauce (optional)

Remove steak from packaging and set aside 10 minutes. Once steak reaches room
temperature, heat pan over medium-high heat.
Rub steak with oil and season with salt and pepper, to taste.
Cook until medium-rare, approximately 3-4 minutes each side. Remove from pan and
cover loosely with tinfoil to rest 5 minutes.
Reduce heat to medium and add splash of oil. Add onion; cook 1 minute. Add red bell
pepper and mushrooms; cook 1 minute.
Add cumin, paprika and chili powder; stir through.
When veggies are tender (about 2 minutes), add tomato and cook until soft. Season
with salt and pepper, to taste.
In large bowl, whisk eggs, milk and salt and pepper, to taste.
Heat pan to medium heat and add splash of oil.
Pour egg mixture into pan and cook, lifting and folding eggs until thickened and no
visible liquid egg remains. Do not stir constantly.
Lay tortillas on flat surface or plate.
In center of tortilla, add cooked veggies and top with thinly sliced beef. Add handful
of spinach, scrambled eggs, crumbled feta, cilantro and avocado. Fold bottom of tortilla
and roll.
Serve with lime wedges and hot sauce, if desired.

Dine on Deliciously Sweet Doughnuts
Brunch is never complete without something sweet to cap off the morning feast, and doughnuts are often the perfect complement
to an array of main courses.
These Lemon Ricotta Doughnuts pair the bite-sized morsels with lemon curd (if that suits your style) for a sweet-tart
combination. They’re made using Domino Golden Sugar, which is made from pure cane sugar and is less processed than white
granulated sugar, as one you can always trust in your favorite recipes. It works cup-for-cup just like white sugar but with a golden
color and distinct hint of molasses flavor.
Visit dominosugar.com to find recipes perfect for entertaining and celebrating throughout the year.

Lemon Ricotta Doughnuts

Prep time: 20 minutes Cook time: 7 minutes

Doughnuts:
		
2
1 3/4
2
1/4
2
5
1 3/4
1

Vegetable oil, for frying
cups all-purpose flour
cups Domino Golden Sugar, divided
tablespoons baking powder
teaspoon salt
tablespoons lemon zest
large eggs
cups ricotta cheese
tablespoon pure vanilla extract

Lemon Curd (optional):
1
		
1 1/2
		
2
2
4
		
1/8

stick unsalted
butter, softened
cups Domino
Golden Sugar
large eggs
egg yolks
lemons, zest and
juice only
teaspoon salt

To make doughnuts: In large saucepan, preheat oil to
350°F. Prepare cookie sheet with paper towel to drain
doughnuts once out of hot oil.
In bowl, mix flour, 3/4 cup sugar, baking
powder and salt. Add lemon zest, eggs,
ricotta cheese and vanilla extract; mix until well
combined.
Use ice cream scoop to scoop small amounts dough
into oil, 4-5 pieces at a time. Fry each batch until
golden brown, about 7 minutes. Keep oil at or near
350°F; if oil is too hot, doughnuts will turn golden
brown but centers may still be raw. Remove from oil
and drain in paper towel. Repeat with remaining dough.
While still hot, toss doughnuts with remaini ng sugar.
To make lemon curd, if desired: In large bowl of
stand mixer, cream butter and sugar until light and
fluffy. Add eggs and egg yolks, one at a time. Add
lemon zest, lemon juice and salt.
Transfer mixture to saucepan and cook at lowmedium heat until thick and creamy, stirring constantly.
Remove from heat and let cool before serving with
doughnuts.
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Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“Speak truth in humility to all people.
Only then can you be a true man.”
– Sioux Proverb

The Sioux or Oceti Sakowin are groups of Native American tribes and
First Nations peoples in North America. The Sioux people are in a
confederacy of seven members, called the Seven Fires Council.

Walking Shooter (Wah-Koo-Ta-Mon-Ih), Hunkpapa-Lakota Sioux,

PLEASE SHARE YOUR JOURNEY WITH US!
With so many of us staying home right now,
we’re hoping the intrepid travelers out there will consider taking
along a copy of ThumbPrint News and photographing themselves
holding it at a point of interest for that location.
graphics by freepik.com

Whether it’s local, out-of-state or a different country,
anywhere that’s fun for you is fun for us too!

The Mall (Maul) Experience
By Bob Jones,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Bodies hustling, bustling, muscling through space and time;
Shoppers walking, stalking, gawking, eager to sublime – non-caring to families sharing;
Varied-shaped bodies intermingling aimlessly like pinballs reeling randomly against the inner
workings of the machine.
Forms staring, comparing, sizing up good buys and sighing good-byes.
Senses taking in wafting odors of perfume, vanilla candles, food court fare, sensuous aromas
of blended coffee, a book store with nooks and crannies for browsing the literary scene, the
latest recording of pop divas and emerging artists, racked and stacked in aisle one through ten.
The other side: Corporate giants with their products and services pitching the mindless
consumer addicts willing to be used and abused.
Thin is in, fat is sheik; open-toed, sandaled, the boxy look, orthotic wedgies, leather uppers,
what is the vogue?
Prints, stripes, solid colors, tight or loose fitting, what are you getting – a bang for your buck
or just out of luck?
Fashions change; there are many reasons for trends through the seasons, caveat emptor, let
the buyer beware.
After all the plodding, contemplating, waiting in lines, returning what once was mine for
some other bling bling trinket;
Does our conspicuous consumption lead to the assumption that all is well with our Mall
(Maul) experience?
Simplify, simplify, simplify – in the course of human events displaying a pretense often does
make good sense.
The message is clear – all the hustling, bustling, muscling, walking, stalking and gawking
may lead to a stressful, dreadful, head full of mindless, spineless products and services.
It is time well spent to rethink our choices and places and voices we are listening to.
Let your conscience be your guide – if you have developed that side of your thought process.
Let the senses of the Mall (Maul) Experience bedazzle you, but not befuddle you into
believing that in the outer appearance you are really achieving the ultimate life goal.
Go inward and slowly seek to find real peace of mind and be richer by far to learn that you
are not a throwaway item, but a vital part of that vast eternal plan;
Known by God and revealed to man.

Calling All Animal Lovers!
Join the

Pet Ph to Challenge
TPN readers and pet lovers alike can
send a photo or two of their favorite
animal posing with ThumbPrint News.
HELP US BUILD A JOY-GIVING
MENAGERIE OF PERKY, QUIRKY,
LOVING PETS TO SHARE IN THUMBPRINT
NEWS WITH ALL OUR READERS.

freepik.com

Photo above is from the 1872 Tribal Delegations to the Federal Government.

Submit good quality .jpeg
photo(s) to

ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and
include a few sentences about your
photo. When your photo(s) appear in the
paper, we will be sure to send you a
complimentary copy, so please include
your full name and address with your
submission. Make sure to have a copy of
ThumbPrint News appear in your photos.
We Do Not Share Your Personal Information.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Quality Custom Modular Homes
• Over 100 Custom Floor Plans
• Full-Service Construction Company

PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

MARKET MATTERS
SPRING, AT LAST!

For the last few years, the principal recurring residential real estate theme
has been that more available homes are needed to satisfy buyer demand –
this is continuing in 2021.
As housing inventory declined in southeastern Michigan and surrounding
areas in 2020, home prices have increased.
Mortgage interest rates, which had been stable at historic low levels
throughout 2020, started to rise a bit this year in February and March.
Freddie Mac’s chief economist, Sam Khater, forecasts “while there are
multiple temporary factors driving up rates, the underlying economic
fundamentals point to rates remaining in the low three percent range for the
year.” Although rates continue at historically low levels, higher rates do impact
home affordability.
Investors and consumers are also concerned about the longer-term trend
in interest rates, given our current massive government spending programs.
With housing prices up and mortgage rates trending up, if you have been
sitting on the sidelines, you may want to consider acting.
MiRealsource QuickFacts* February 2021

+ 0.1%

Year-Over-Year
Change in Closed
Sales All Properties

+ 11.4%

Year-Over-Year
Change in Median
Sales Price

*MiRealSource service area – includes the counties of Genesee, Lapeer, Lenawee,
Livingston, Jackson, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, Saginaw, St. Clair, Sanilac, Shiawassee,
Washtenaw and Wayne. Percent changes are calculated using rounded figures.

National Association of Realtors®
2020 HOME BUYERS Profile

Home Buyer Characteristics
• First-time buyers made up 31% of all home buyers, a dip from last year’s
33%.
• The typical buyer was 47 years old and the median household income
rose to $96,500.
• A multi-generational home, to take care of aging parents, because of
children over the age of 18 moving back home, and for cost-saving was
the choice of 12% of buyers.
• 18% of recent home buyers were veterans; 2% were active-duty service
members.
Home Buyer Process
• The first step for 43% of recent buyers was to look online at properties
for sale; 18% of buyers ﬁrst contacted a real estate agent.
• Buyers typically searched for eight weeks and looked at a median of nine
homes and viewed five of these homes only online.
• The share of home buyers who used the internet to search for a home
increased to an all-time high of 97%.
• 88% of buyers purchased their homes through a real estate agent or
broker; 6% purchased directly from a builder or builder’s agent.
• Having an agent to help them ﬁnd the right home was what buyers
wanted most when choosing an agent at 51%.
• 91% of buyers would use their agent again or recommend their agent to
others.
• The typical home that was recently purchased was 1,900 square feet,
had three bedrooms and two bathrooms, and was built in 1993.
Editor’s note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Cou
ties and the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at
(810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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April is

National
Frog
Month

You Know It's Spring When...

you can hear the

SPRING PEEPERS!

794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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Spring peepers are barely an inch long, but you surely wouldn't know it by the
sheer power of their calls every spring. By mid-March here in Michigan, we
can expect to start hearing the occasional peep and as spring gets rolling, our
evenings will be serenaded by a chorus of 1,000s of lovesick males peeping as
loudly as they can to attract a mate. If you decide to go
looking for them, your best bet will be in dense foliage
and low-lying, swampy ground near ponds. Oh, and grab a
flashlight and maybe a magnifying glass. These nocturnal
crooners are well camouflaged and will become silent as
you draw near to their chosen love nest.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!

Including print ads in your marketing campagin has
the potential to signiﬁcantly increase response rates!

Failure to market is the easiest way to
drive your business into the ground!
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Promote consumer conﬁdence by combining both
longer-lasting print ads with the ﬂexibility of digital!
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Advertise when you’re busy so you’ll
have customers when your not!
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The best time to promote your business,
products and events is as early as possible!
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April 2021

♦ Residential Events
♦ Contractors
♦ New Builds
♦ Remodels
♦ Builders
♦ Plumbers
♦ Municipalities
♦ Festivals & Fairs

CALL 810-794-5678 FOR ALL YOUR

PROFESSIONAL POTTY NEEDS!
Available in ADA, Standard
and Family Size Units!

Licensed & Insured
Commercial /Residential

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com

TPN Exp. 04/30/2021
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is discovered by an advanced race of robots who use their
technology to resurrect him. Jones would go on to write further
stories of the professor and his adventures,
and today he is credited with creating the
idea of cryonics, as well as coining of the
term “astronaut”.
To one young man, Jones’ story was
more than fiction, and he believed it could
become reality within his lifetime. Robert
C.W. Ettinger was born on December 4,
1918, in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in a
family of Russian Jewish immigrants,
and at some point in his early days, they
moved to the Detroit area. Inspired by
“The Jameson Satellite”, Ettinger started
FOR
his educational journey at Wayne State
University where ultimately he would earn
Robert Ettinger
two Master’s degrees, one in physics and
one in mathematics. During WWII, he enlisted in the U.S. Army. While he served, he
continued to read up on the science of low temperature preservation and anything he
felt was related to the ideas forming in his head. Severely wounded in Germany, he
returned to Michigan, where he spent several years recovering in hospitals. During
that time, he surely kept thinking about the merger of science fiction and medical
technology in the future, and he continued to study in his respective fields. Once
recovered, he became a teacher at both Wayne State and Highland Park Community
College.
By his own admission, Ettinger felt that more scientific minds would come
forward with the idea of cryopreservation of the human body. He believed that he
was not the ideal spokesperson for the cause, but by 1960, he saw no others advance
in the field. Putting together a short paper detailing the ideas of cryonics, and how
it could be reasonably performed, he sent it out to 200 prominent individuals of
various backgrounds for review. Receiving almost no response back, he expanded his
thoughts into a book, which he titled The Prospect of Immortality, where he argued
that preserving the human body long enough for technology to catch
Due to their continued research efforts and conservative approach
From the science fiction TV series, The 100
up was a scientifically reasonable option upon death.
to the field, the Cryonics Institute still exists to this day
Self-publishing the book in 1962, it eventually caught
and is located in Clinton Township, Michigan. In 2011,
the attention of the well-known author, Issac Azimov,
Robert Ettinger himself was preserved by his own
who felt that Ettinger’s theory was scientifically sound.
foundation following his death.
With Azimov’s help, The Prospect of Immortality was
Sometimes thought of as fringe science, lessons
published in hardcover in 1964, through Doubleday
learned
from cryogenic research have bled into other
Publications. The book became an instant success,
fields,
and
today it is common for embryos and simple
as well as a “Book of the Month Club” title, which
tissues
to
be
preserved for months or years until they
brought recognition and success to Ettinger. Appearing
can
be
used.
NASA
has recently started working on a
on several major television talk shows of the time only
type
of
cryogenic
process
that will put astronauts into a
helped to further cement the idea of cryonics into the
sort of hibernation, which will be helpful for long term
public mind, as well as to inspire science fiction writers.
missions into space. Many who work in these fields
Soon after publication of his book, several companies
today say they were inspired as children watching
sprouted up to offer preservation services, and on
or reading science fiction. The art of yesterday is
January 12, 1967, Dr. James Bedford became the first person to
becoming
the science of today. Over 188 people are preserved
be cryogenically frozen soon after he died of cancer. He is still
in
Clinton
Township, and worldwide at other facilities over a
preserved to this day at a facility in Arizona.
thousand
others
are, and that number grows each year.
Because the preservation technology was a “learn as we go”
It
is
important
to note that the Cryonics Institute and
process, several companies ultimately failed. Robert Ettinger,
others offer no promise of future revival, no different than an
looking for a more “forever” approach, helped to found The
ambulance ride to the hospital guarantees you a full recovery.
Cryonics Society of Michigan, which eventually became known
Cryonics is faith that the future will be a wonderful place, with
as The Immortalist Society, with the goal of continued funding
technologies that allow your life to continue. It is a belief in the
and research into the possibility of long-term, sustainable
Inside the Cryonics Institute
positive advancement of humanity. It is simply your possible
cryonic preservation. Following that, in 1976, he started the
ambulance
ride
to
that
future. If you are interested in learning more about cryonic
Cryonics Institute as a non-profit foundation in Detroit. People who signed up for
preservation
in
Michigan,
visit www.cryonics.org.
preservation were (and still are) treated as patients, and as soon as possible after
natural death they go through a process called vitrification that replaces blood and Author’s note – Any discussion of death and processes ensuing it can insight strong beliefs and
fluids with a type of anti-freeze. Then, over a two-day process, their bodies are emotions. It also brings up discussions of morality, faith, religion and core beliefs. This article about
cooled down to -321° Fahrenheit before being permanently placed in a container Robert Ettinger is meant to be of interest to Michigan history, and how one man has influenced
of liquid nitrogen called a cryostat. Because liquid nitrogen stays naturally cold, it science-fiction, medicine and medicinal research concurrently. ThumbPrint News takes no stance
does not need further refrigeration with electricity, and the cryostat only needs to be regarding the field of cryonic preservation, and we implore you to form your own beliefs.
occasionally topped off with more nitrogen.

IMMORTALITY

Continued from Page 1

982-7391
UAW, BCBSM,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN
and others
others
and

1-800-982-7391

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP

Page 24

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!

April 2021

15 & UP

$
Wanted to Buy
CASH FOR COLLECTIBLES. Coins, currency,

pocket watches, vintage fishing and hunting,
postcards, military, police and much more.
Inquiries invited. Bank references available.
Call (586) 784-5861.
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or
ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 855-9420.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.
Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text
Steve at (248) 245-7845.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and
more. Call (586) 491-5405.

For Sale
WANTED TO SELL – CAR PARTS. 2001

Mustang convertible for parts. V6, 3.8L, 74,000
miles, aluminum wheels, etc. Not running. Frame
unsafe. Must take entire car. (810) 990-9005,
leave message or offer.

Help Wanted

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

IN NEED OF ANTIQUE APPRAISER for our

Heritage Days in Chesterfield. Event is September
18 and 19, 2021, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. For
more information call Dolly at (586) 465-0780 or
dallemon13@outlook.com or Kathy at
(586) 949-3810.
WANTED TO HIRE, grandma needs help for
outdoor work. Plus some gardening. Flexible hours.
South Marine City. Call after 6:00 p.m.
(810) 824-7740.

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate with experience.

Salvaggio & Co. Construction, call (586) 344-4325.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed
within 10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
To learn more visit www.aarocompanies.com.

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

Ed Bickley

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.
BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:
Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or
manual. One machine
or entire plant. Lathes,
machining centers,
mills, grinders, etc.
Call (586) 754-9200.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

General
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of

your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north of
32 Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC!

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

OPENINGS AT ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL
SERVICES: CDL DRIVER FOR SEPTIC TRUCK
AND GENERAL LABORER NEEDED. Immediate
need for CDL drivers, endorsement helpful, but
not required. Will train. General Laborer applicant
must be motivated, responsible, over 18 with a
valid Michigan Driver's License.
To learn more and apply, call (810) 794-5678
or visit abcbees.com.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of
experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO
sleeps six, low spring rates starting at $850
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor,
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

CALL (810) 794-2300

TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

"Do not abandon yourselves to despair.
We are the Easter people and
hallelujah is our song.” - Pope John Paul II

We provide high-quality, cost
effective health care to any patient
and family member with short-term,
long-term, or end-of-life care.

• Home Health Care
• Private Duty
• Hospice Care

WWW.VNABWH.ORG �

(810) 984-4131

WHAT FURNITURE NEEDS TO
BE REPAIRED AT YOUR HOME?
CALL

586-839-1136
KARL TRIMBOLI

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE INSPECTIONS

T H E C H A I R M A N F U R N I T U R E R E PA I R . C O M

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio
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AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

Dead or Alive

586-588-2541

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!

carpet
hardwood
laminate
sheet vinyl







  

repairs
restretches
next day
installation

 

    

Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650
OP
EN
24 H
K
OURS 7 DAYS A WEE

Solutions

Interior & Exterior Installation
Fully Insured • EPA Certified Renovator

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Alex (586) 443-0721
Newbohland20@yahoo.com

www.gardenofpeaceflorist.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

den Of Peace
r
a
G
rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
F lo
BEAUTIFUL
FLOWERS
rist & G if t s
rist & G if t s MOTHER’S
DAY!

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

FOR

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

Order Your PROM Flowers Early!

810.324.2024

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039
810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

★

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Sanilac

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

We cover six
counties
and have
nearly
1,000
Drop
Locations!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase

Will Provide Pickup & Delivery Options
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

‘

★

ThumbPrint
News

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

®

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

St. Clair
Macomb

Including
Harsens Island

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% OFF

WITH
THIS AD

You can find our entire
Drop Location List online at
WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM,
or you can make a suggestion
for a new location near you!

(810) 794-2300

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Calendar of Activities and Events

April 2021





  







If you have an event in May that you would like listed in the May issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by April 12, 2021. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available
for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted
to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to
attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes
in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

LAPEER

No events were submitted for
Lapeer County this month.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County
All of April
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive, helping

those in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis, Richmond and
Chesterfield.

Memphis – April 2
Lenten Friday Cod Fish Frys,

American Legion Post 566, 34330
Bordman Rd. Call after 1:00 p.m.
on above date to place order and
schedule pick up time. Pick up is
between 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Carry
out only. Will be serving 9 ounces of
cod, choice of steak fries or baked
potato, homemade mac and cheese,
choice of green beans or corn, choice of
coleslaw or applesauce, roll and butter
and choice of homemade desserts –
announced when ordering. Adults $12,
children under 12 $6.
For more information call Mary Beth
at (586) 291-7029 or (810) 392-3237.
Please call back if lines are busy.

OAKLAND

No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

ST. CLAIR

Port Huron – April 2
Good Friday Service Presented
by Blue Water Area Churches,

Colonial Woods Missionary Church,
3240 Pine Grove Ave., 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to this free service.
It will be an afternoon of worship
and reflection, in appreciation for the
sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross.
It will include Scripture readings,
congregational worship and special
music. It will also include messages
by Pastor Jim Achatz of Life in Christ
Fellowship, Loretta Hazely of New Life
North Ambassadors for Christ and
Pastor Tim Anderson of Westminster
Church. It will also be broadcast live on
90.7 HopeFM, WEPHM 1380AM radio
and on Operation Transformation’s
Facebook page (@BlueWaterOT). For
more information call (810) 966-8660.

Yale – April 14
Knights of Columbus Council
8710 Spring Beef Stew Dinner,

Sacred Heart Yale Church Hall, 3310 N.
Main St., 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Drivethru pickup only – please remain in your
vehicle. Free will donation. This dinner
is in lieu of our annual Lenten fish fry
fundraisers. For more info, visit us at
www.facebook.com/kofc8710.

SANILAC

No events were submitted for
Sanilac County this month.

Birds are chirping, plants are blooming and hibernating animals
are poking about; you know what this means, right? Spring! Spring
is finally here! When most people hear the word hibernation, their
thoughts usually jump to bears, but did you know there is a much
more common animal that hibernates in Michigan? I’ll give you three hints as
to what it is: 1. It is the only true flying mammal; 2. It thrives in darkness; and
3. It inspired one of the coolest superheroes.
If you guessed the bat, you are correct. As soon as it starts growing colder
outside, bats begin to seek out a comfy and snug place to sleep for the winter,
usually inside commercial and residential buildings. Bats can find their way
inside your home through an opening as small as 3/8 inch in diameter. Once
inside, they will make themselves nice and cozy in your attic, wall voids, ceiling
voids and chimneys. Now that winter has passed, these bats are starting to wake
up, and they are hungry. This is, in fact, a really great thing because bats feed
from the late afternoon to the early morning and can eat up to the equivalent
of their body weight every night. They use echolocation to find and capture
their prey: mosquitoes, moths, flies, beetles and an assortment of other insects.
Many of the insects bats consume can cause devastating damage to crops. Not
only that, but bat droppings, also known as guano, fertilizes over 500 species of
plants, and bats play a key role in spreading seeds and pollinating plants.
All of this means that while bats can be an incredible nuisance inside your
home, they are very beneficial to our environment. Worldwide, there are more
than 1,300 species of bats, but at least 70 species are endangered. If your home
was chosen as a winter retreat, it’s important to remember bats should not be
harmed when removing them. The safest way to remove bats from your home
is to have them excluded back into nature. Once they are out, bat-proofing your
home is vital in keeping them out for good. Bat work can only be done certain
times of the year. Two months that must be avoided when excluding bats are
June and July. This is when they are having their pups, and pups cannot fly until
three to seven weeks after birth. Excluding mother bats from homes during this
time would cause the pups to die.
A colony of bats inside your home can be very destructive. They can destroy
insulation, and their feces and urine will cause staining and an awful odor. One
way to determine if you have bats in your home is if you hear scratching and
high-pitched squeaking. Another way is if you see any flying inside your home.
It’s important you know not to touch them though! Bats can carry and transmit
diseases, and can bite when they feel threatened. Rabies and histoplasmosis
are just two potential diseases that bats can transmit. Histoplasmosis is an
infection caused by fungus found in bird and bat droppings and is transmitted
to humans by airborne mold spores. Most infections are mild and produce flulike symptoms, but to people with a compromised immune system, the infection
can be much worse. If you are bitten by a bat, seek immediate medical attention.
The next step is getting the bats out of your home safely, so as not to harm
yourself or the bat. The best way to insure this is by calling a professional. ABC
Bees, a division of ABC Home & Commercial Services, has certified, experienced
wildlife technicians that can perform a full home inspection and identify all the
entrances the bats use to get inside. Our technicians do not kill or harm the bats,
but safely exclude them from your home. Once the bats are out, we will then
seal up all the areas they could find to get back in.
Bats also carry bat bugs. After your home is rid of the bats, it must be treated
for bat bugs. Without the bats to feed on, bat bugs will make their way into
your living space in search of new hosts, such as people and pets. Call ABC Bees
now at (810) 794-5678 to setup your bat inspection and get the removal process
going!

April 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)

794-5678 to get a potty for your party!
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Buy One Get One Free

No One Beats Bens!
Buy One Get One Free

$

498

Buy One Get One Free

$

598

Buy One Get One Free

$

698

Glide
Rocker

$

SALE

498

COMPARE AT $899

Petite
Recliner

Wall
Hugger
Recliner

SALE

SALE

$

598

COMPARE AT $1399

$

COMPARE AT $1399

Wall
Saver
Recliner

$

SALE

798

COMPARE AT $1299

698

$

898

COMPARE AT $1799

SALE

898

$

COMPARE AT $1798

$

SALE

998

COMPARE AT $1999

SALE

898

COMPARE AT $1899

Big
Man’s
Recliner

Lift
Chair

$

Wall
Saver
Recliner

High Leg
Recliner

Lift
Chair

$

1598

COMPARE AT $3199

