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By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Railroads became a vital factor in the 
Midwest’s economy as soon as products 
were produced to sell, instead of just for 
personal consumption.  Having the means 
to transport those products quickly became 
a necessity.

The easternmost point on land in 
Michigan was once known as Desmond, 
which lasted until the post office changed the name to Port Huron 
in 1837. Prior to Europeans settling the area, the land was home 
to a few military forts and the Ojibwa Indians, until they were 
removed west of the Mississippi. By the 1840s, Port Huron was 
far more advanced than most surrounding areas, which was partly 
due to a successful shipbuilding and lumber trade. The early years 
of the city were so prosperous that out of the 21 steam sawmills 
in Michigan, eight were located in Port Huron. By 1850, the 
settlement already had a population of 1,500 people at a time 

when most townships were just starting 
to organize. Seven years later, Port Huron 
was incorporated as a city, consolidating 
the villages of Fort Gratiot, Peru, Huron 
and Desmond. By the end of the 1850s, the 
city’s population skyrocketed to over 4,000 
residents.

One possible reason Port Huron’s 
population was so much larger than other 
areas in the state was that many immigrants 

came to the city because it was one of the most traveled ports of 
entry into the United States – second only to New York. During 
the 1800s, 100,000 immigrants arrived each year, enticing settlers 
with a gateway to railroads, the Great Lakes and the Midwest. 
Another event that brought many people through the city, with 
some eventually returning to stay, was its involvement in the 
Underground Railroad - helping slaves escape to Canada. With the 
influx of people coming to the area, the Supreme Court presented 
Port Huron the county seat in 1871.

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Popular opinion for the origin of golf as we know it today is 
undoubtedly Scottish, but evidence shows the sport of hitting a 
ball with a stick came from games played much earlier in history. 
The Romans played a game as early as 100 B.C., known as 
paganica, using bent sticks and a stuffed leather ball. A similar 
game was played in China during the Song Dynasty, starting in 
the year 960, involving numerous clubs and a ball. In the United 
Kingdom, a Belgian game was played with a team of players 

hitting a wooden ball through a designated area, usually a doorway 
or gate, up to a mile away. This game was known as chole and 
was played as early as the 13th century. Although these games are 
not the exact same as the golf we now know, it is safe to say they 
are responsible for contributing to the worldwide sport many have 
come to love.

Golf got its start in 1123, when King David I of Scotland set 
aside land known as linksland for ordinary people to use free of 
charge because the areas 
were deemed worthless. 
Linksland is where a 
river meets the sea and is 
covered with wild grasses 
and excess sand. The 
townspeople began playing 
on the unused land of St. 
Andrews in the 1400s, on 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
When many of us think about the 

month of May we remember the saying, 
“April showers bring May flowers” and 
we start to anticipate the warming of the 
weather and the much welcomed renewal 
of the green grass, leaves on the trees, and 
an endless rainbow of colorful flowers that 
will begin to grace our landscapes.

We also remember May holidays – in 
particular, Mother’s Day and Memorial 
Day.  Both holidays were created to honor 
well-deserving individuals.  The first 
reminds us to pay tribute to all of the 
love and sacrifices mothers everywhere 
have made and the second reminds us to 
honor those who lost their lives serving 
in the military for our freedom.  Any 
remembrances and celebrations for either 
of these two May holidays are important.

However, there is another May holiday 
that comes and goes for many without 
much of an awareness given to it; that 
holiday is Armed Forces Day.  This day is 
celebrated annually on the third Saturday 
of May.  In 2015, that will be Saturday, 
May 16.

On August 31, 1949, the United 
States’ Secretary of Defense at that time, 
Louis Johnson, announced the creation 
of Armed Forces Day to jointly honor 
Americans in uniform who served their 
country in times of war and peace.  It 
would include members of the Army, 
Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard, 
National Guard and Reserve Units.

The first Armed Forces Day was 
celebrated on Saturday, May 20, 1950.  
Each year a different theme is chosen and 
for that first celebration the theme was 
“Teamed for Defense”, which expressed 
the unification of all military forces 
under one government department, the 
Department of Defense. 

Armed Forces Day gives me the 
chance to reflect on just how many of my 
ancestors put on a uniform to serve and 
protect this great country of ours and how 
much I actually owe to them.

There was my 4th great grandfather, 
Austin Nathaniel Smith, who fought in 
the Revolutionary War from 1777 to 1780.  
He was with George Washington during 
that tough encampment at Valley Forge.  
He was fortunate to survive the war. Two 
wives over the course of his life bore him 
a total of 14 children, before he died at the 
ripe old age of 92.

There was my second great grand uncle 
who fought on the side of the Union 
during the Civil War and who lost his 
life at the young age of 21 at the Battle of 
Gaines’ Mill in Virginia.  He left a legacy 
of letters that he wrote home from the 
battlefields that still survive to this day.

There were my parents, Gordon Keith 
Glaza and Louise Caroline Nessen, who 
spent almost two years of their early 
married life apart during World War 
II while he served in the Navy in the 
Pacific and she served in the Army on the 

mainland.  Fortunately, they both survived 
the war or I wouldn’t be here today.

The list goes on and on as I continue 
to research my family tree.  Grandpas, 
uncles, aunts, cousins and more who 
served in every major battle that has ever 
taken place in this country – and many in 
battles that were fought on foreign shores 
– are all a part of my family history.

I have learned through family 
memories, written records, letters from 
the soldiers, etc.  just how much of a 
sacrifice these soldiers made not only 
for their own generations, but also for 
their future generations.  And I am more 
appreciative every day.  I can’t thank each 
of them in person as many have passed on.  
However, I feel that getting to know them 
through genealogy research and passing 
that information on to my descendants is 
a way of thanking them as well.

On May 20, Armed Forces Day, take a 
few minutes to stop and remember those 
special individuals in your family who 
have served in a branch of the military.  
If you have someone in your family or 
your circle of friends who is currently 
serving, take the time to let them know 
how much their sacrifices are appreciated.  
Remember all of the freedoms we have 
and how just the slightest change in 
the course of history could have caused 
us to lead remarkably different lives.  
Those soldiers made all the difference.  
Remember them this May as well. 
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Located 1/2 mile
N. of 21 Mile Rd.
off Gratiot in the

Apple Grove Plaza

Far Infrared Sauna
Ionic Foot Bath

Intuitive Consults * Mediumship
Angel Card Readings

Reiki * IET® * Ear Coning
Bio-Sonic Re-Patterning

(586) 949-0112 * 25962 S. KNOLLWOOD DR. * CHESTERFIELD, MI 48051

Intuitive * ATP®

Rev. Rennae Hardy
Reiki M. Tch * IET® M.In.

Visit Our Calendar: www.radiantbeings.net
Receive Our Newsletter: radiantbeings0112@gmail.com

Therapeutic & Lomi Massage
Reflexology

Healing * Learning * Enlightenment Center

Okay Beth ... I like the background & complimentary yellow ... I like the font too - appreciate it being so legible ... Now for the tweaks ...

I prefer the   Healing * Learning * Enlightenment Center  underneath the caption Radiant Beings  and  I prefer the contact - location / address info along the bottom

1) Let's put my photo back on the right & in the circle put:
Intuitive * ATP
Rev. Rennae Hardy
Reiki M.Tch. * IET M.In.

>>>>>>> I like my name in the middle

Let's do sets of "two" instead sets of "three"

2) Eliminate Spiritual Guidance & put these two:
Intuitive Consults * Mediumship
Angel Card Readings

Next:
Far Infrared Sauna
Ionic Foot Bath

Next:
Therapeutic / Lomi Massage
Re�exology

Next >>> Eliminate Alternative Approaches & put these two: 
Reiki * IET* Ear Coning
Bio-Sonic Re-Patterning

Next:
Visit Our Calendar: www.radiantbeings.net
Receive Our Newsletter: radiantbeings0112@gmail.com

!! Thanks Bunches !! ... Rennae

T h e  B r o t h e r s  M o n t n e y
By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Joseph Montney, Jr. was born on 
an Easter Sunday in Mohawk Flats, 
New York, shortly after the Revo-
lutionary War.  There is evidence 
that he was wounded in the War 
of 1812 and that he immigrated to 
Canada in 1820, returning to his 
native New York almost 30 years 
later and operating a 125 acre farm 
for the next 16 years.

Following the Civil War in 1866, 
Joseph relocated his family to 
Armada, Michigan, and resumed his 
life as a farmer.  Journals of his 
life indicate that on the day he 
died at age 95, he came home from 
working in the f ield, laid down to 
take a nap before supper, and never 
woke up.  Today he rests in Memphis 
Cemetery.

Joseph and his wife, Sarah Jane, 
had 15 children, six boys and nine 
girls.  The size of the family was 
certainly not so unusual for a 
time when an entire family re-
mained together often sharing in 
the work of a farm.  What was un-
usual is the story of the six sons 
who all marched off wearing the 
blue uniform of the Grand Army 
of the Republic to f ight in this 
nation,s most bloody and tragic of 
all wars - the Civil War.  Not much 
is known of some of the male sib-
lings, but please read on as I tell 
what I know of their story.

The oldest son George was born in 
1826 in Ontario, Canada, and served 
as a sharpshooter in the 10th New 
York Regiment during the Civil 
War.  He died in 1910 and rests in 
Minnesota.

Second son Joseph III was born 
in 1836, also in Ontario, Canada.  In 
1861, he enlisted in Company G, 10th 
Regiment, New York Heavy Artil-
lery Volunteers, commanded by 
Captain William J. Hart.  He was 
subsequently promoted to corporal 
and was honorably discharged in 
June 1865, in Petersburgh, Virgin-
ia.  Until his death at age 93, he 
received a monthly pension from 
Uncle Sam for injuries suffered 
during the Civil War.

The third son of Joseph and 
Sarah, Charles, was born in 1838 
in Jefferson County, New York.  
In December 1861, he enlisted in a 
company of the 35th Regiment of 
Infantry, New York Volunteers.  He 
transferred to the 18th Cavalry, New 
York State Volunteers and was pro-
moted to First Lieutenant in 1864.  
He re-enlisted, rose to the rank of 
captain, and was discharged in May 
1866.  He fought at the second Bull 
Run, Sabin Crossroad, Gettysburg 
and Antietam.  It was written that 
he had f ive horses shot from under 
him during his military service 
and that he had the opportunity to 
shake hands with President Abra-
ham Lincoln.

Following the Civil War, Charles 
was a farmer and also worked in a 
woolen mill in Yale, Michigan.  He 
held the off ice of sheriff of Yale 

for 25 years and was a member of the 
Somborne Post of the Grand Army of 
the Republic in Port Huron.  For 
30 years he led the Memorial Day 
parade in Yale and for another six 
years in Algonac following his 
family,s move.  He died in 1937 in 
Algonac at the age of 99 and is bur-
ied in Brockway Cemetery in Yale.

Henry, the fourth son, was born 
in 1842, in Ontario, Canada.  He 
served in the Civil War in the 14th 
New York Regiment.  He died in 1909, 
in Ohio and is buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Clio, Michigan.

Son Levi was Joseph,s and Sarah,s  
f ifth son and was born in 1844, in 
Ontario, Canada.  He enlisted in 
the 16th Michigan Regiment during 
the Civil War and was assigned to 
the second unit of sharpshoot-
ers known as Jardine,s, which was 
formed in Detroit in 1864.  He is 
buried in Clare, Michigan.

The sixth son in the Montney 
family and my paternal great, 
great-grandfather was Byron who 
was born in 1847, in Ontario, Cana-
da.  His obituary stated that he was 
the last of six brothers who wore 
the blue in the Civil War and that 
all of the brothers fought at the 
Battle at Gettysburg.

Byron enlisted in Company I, 14th 
Regiment, New York Heavy Ar-
tillery Volunteers in December 
1863, at the age of 15.  During this 
military service he was involved 
in 22 battles.  His regiment was 
transferred to the Infantry Divi-
sion where he was promoted to the 
rank of corporal.  It is written 
that he was but a few rods away 
from the famous apple tree at the 
old Appomattox Court House and 
quite clearly witnessed Generals 
Grant and Lee as they negotiat-
ed the terms of surrender.  He was 
mustered out of the service at 
Rochester, New York, in August 1865, 
and moved to Memphis, Michigan, 
joining his father,s family.  He 
died in October 1938, at age 91 and is 
buried in Memphis Cemetery.

I have read the brief histo-
ries of the six Montney brothers 
numerous times and have always 
been amazed to think that all six 
survived this great and tragic war 
within our nation,s boundaries.  
Even more amazing to me is that, 
although they were each attached 
to different military units, they 
all fought at Gettysburg, a battle 
where there were at least 45,000 and 
as many as 51,000 casualties, yet all 
marched home to be with family.  

A f inal page in this tale of 
a patriotic and tightly-knit 
family relates to their plan for 
a surprise visit with Mom and Dad 
following the war.  They all met 
at a designated location near the 
Montney farm and all six of them 
walked together to the farm house.  
Can,t you just imagine Joseph,s 
pounding heart and Sarah,s tear-
ing eyes as they watched the       Brothers Montney,, walk down the 
path? 

,,

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Essential oils and fragrance oils are 
often referred to interchangeably due to 
their similarities. Notably essential oils 
are not true oils. They are the natural 
aromatic essences derived from botanicals. 
Fragrance oils (perfume oils) may contain 
some natural components; however these 
oils are generally synthetic.

To create a fragrance oil, chemists 
analyze the various components of plants 
and reproduce their chemical compositions, 
or a perfumer will design and formulate a 
specific scent. The synthetic characteristic 
found in fragrance oils provides an 
incredibly wide range of scent options. 
Everything from traditional florals to 
unique blends designed to conjure up 
images of campfires, rainforests and more 
are possible.

Artisans and crafters appreciate the 
advantages of fragrance oils when making 
their products. Not only is the range of 
scent optimal, the scent produced lasts 
longer, and the cost when compared to 
essential oils is greatly reduced.

Categories for fragrance oils include:
• Premium grade - Premium grade is 
used for the longest lasting scent. Use in 
candle making (especially with soy wax), 
soap making, scenting unscented incense 
sticks, potpourris and bath salts. Premium 
grade is a good burning oil for aroma 
lamps, and is skin friendly making it a 
cost effective alternative to perfume.
• Manufacturer’s grade - 
Manufacturer’s grade is not 
recommended for direct use on skin. 
This grade is used primarily in soap and 
candle making (excluding soy wax). 
Body oils can be directly applied to the 
skin and used as a burning oil. Some 
body oils may contain FD&C coloring. 
Occasionally, the description of an oil 
may be classified as an essence oil. An 
essence oil is usually a blend that has 
a percentage of essential oil within its 
composition.
Fragrance oils do not possess the 

therapeutic benefits provided by essential 
oils; however, aromatically the result is 
just as effective. Relax, lift your spirit, or 
get carried away. Delight your senses with 
fragrance.  

Fragrance Oils

CELEBRATING
25 YEARS

OF BUSINESS

(810) 724-4035
  WWW.ROWLEYAUCTIONS.COM

WWW.BIDONLINE.US

124 S. LAKE PLEASANT RD.
ATTICA, MI 48412

Live & Online Auctions
Estate Liquidations • Real Estate
Construction & Farm Equipment
Classic & Modern Car Auctions
Monthly Online Coin Auctions
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FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM
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hearing and what you
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computerized audiometric
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eardrum. On a computer
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A Fiber Optic Otoscope
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• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
 the  middle ear

FREE
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FREE
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                   UAW
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2 FREE*

digital hearing aids
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Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Sandusky
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MarineCity
430 S.Water St.
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www.beltone.com

Skoric Hearing  Aid Center
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GOING BATTY?

By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I have a bit of a unique perspective on 
motherhood because I never wanted to 
be a mom.  I am constantly astounded by 
women who make the conscious decision 
to be a mom.  And, for those who didn’t 
plan the little one, I’m so impressed when 
you buck up and get in the mom game. 

It just never was in my DNA to be a 
mom; my sister got all the mom genes.  As 
a teenager, I stunk at babysitting; and, as 
an adult, I still struggle to talk to people 
who are in single-number grades.

While I wasn’t busy being a mom, 
for ten years I was very busy owning a 
Curves in Warren.  And, it was there, in 
that exercise circuit where my endless 
admiration for mom club members began.  
I listened to thousands of moms over my 
ten years at Curves.  Looking back, I can 
now see there are three main stages (for 
starters).

Stage One: The New Mom.   After a 
two month absence, one mom came back 
to Curves and showed me no fewer than 
78 baby pictures. Fifteen minutes later, 
she put her hand on her heart, let out a big 
sigh, and then handed me the last photo 
and said, “And then we took her home!” 
(Secretly, I’d always hoped the baby’s eyes 
were okay from all the camera flashes.) 
Anybody could tell that this gal, with 
her belly still bulging from the big day, 
had fallen utterly and deeply in love. Her 
devotion, at least to me, was palpable.  
Then, I watched her be exhausted for five 
years straight.  She seemed to live for a 
nap.  How do you do it? It’s all I can do 
to make sure our cats are fed and their 
bathroom box is clean. How do moms 
know what a non-speaking being needs?  
And then moms have to make sure that 
their kindergartener looks before they cross 
the street….and that they do it every time 
they are on the curb.  I can’t fathom the 
responsibility and am in awe that you take 
it on.

Stage Two:  The Chauffer Mom.  
During the middle and high school years, 
this mom is a blur.  She is in perpetual 
motion for practically a decade and still 
needs that nap.  The moms at my Curves 
squeezed in a workout after the drop-off 
and before the pick-up. We could rarely 
have a full conversation without one of 
her e-devices going off because somebody 
forgot something. Clearly these women are 
masters at managing the ongoing logistical 
spider webs they call the family calendar. 
And these moms do it while being yelled 
at by cranky teenagers.  Clearly, a strong 
stomach, a good pair of shoes and being 
fast on your feet are essential for success in 
this stage.

Stage Three: The Graduation Mom.  
Finally, her kid(s) are off to college, and I 
saw the mom’s worry hit hyperdrive.  She 
is overwhelmed with planning the high 
school graduation and then getting the kid 
to college, all the while wondering how 
time flew by so fast since showing off 
picture #78. I wonder how she taught her 
child all the things they need to know to 
maneuver adulthood.  This mom stage is 
the most confusing one to me.  The moms 
are so proud of their all grown up little 
one, but almost forlorn at the idea of their 
budding independent young adult and the 
quiet house that will most certainly follow.  
Maybe now this mom can get in a nap.

How do you do it, and then do it again 
and again and again for years? I’ve been 
asking for a long, long time and still have 
no answers despite talking to hundreds and 
hundreds of moms.

So I have to conclude there are only 
two answers:  those who can, do; and, 
those who can’t, hold those who can in the 
very highest regard.  The fact is that not 
everybody can do what you moms do with 
such loving dedication.  And with that, I 
say Happy Mother’s Day to all my favorite 
moms from one of your biggest fans. 

Another View of Motherhood
810-329-7118

505 Clinton Ave. St. Clair, MI 48079

Summer Chicken Salad
Tomato Basil Salmon
Tropical Chicken Breast Dinner
Xavior Steak Dinner

$899

$1599

$1299

$1399
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By Gerald W. Nyquist
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

The village of Lake Ann hugs the 
shore of a lake of the same name in 
Michigan’s northwestern Lower Pen-
insula, about a 20 minute drive from 
Traverse City, in Almira Township, 
Benzie County.  Their “gem” is the 
Almira Historical Society’s museum 
and village depicting life during a 
bygone era in this beautiful part of 
our wonderful state.  In all, there are 
seven buildings.

The main museum building features 
a collection of more than 1,500 artifacts 
depicting life in another time, not the least 
of which areTexaco gasoline pumps and 
related gas station items, with an amazing 
collection of Texaco promotional memora-
bilia most of us have never laid eyes upon.  
For example, there is a jewelry ring that a 
customer would receive as a perk for filling 
the tank.  Would you believe solid gold - - 
no, I don’t either!  Also featured are a local 
post office, telephone switchboard, military 
uniforms, wedding dresses, farm items, 
and more.  Artifacts are neatly displayed, 
visitor-friendly.  Having run out of space, 
an annex to the building is planned.

Behind the museum is a village com-
prised of historic buildings rescued from 
the wrecking ball, as well as one more 
recent structure.  Restored to be represen-
tative of the 1940s, the Thompson-Kuemin 

House represents a typical country home 
from this era.  The Babcock house is that 
of Lake Ann’s first Methodist Episcopal 
minister.  The Fire Barn Museum houses 
Lake Ann’s second fire truck, a 1946 Inter-
national, as well as other early firefighting 
equipment.  The historic boathouse build-
ing displays a vintage Thompson wood-
en boat, fishing gear and other sporting 
items, and there is a blacksmith’s building 
housing a forge and tools of the trade.  Last 
but not least is the necessary outhouse - an 
upscale two-door model!

Lake Ann’s gem exists because of 
dedicated individuals whose mission is 
the preservation of their Township’s, and 
particularly Lake Ann’s, history.  Staffed 
by volunteers, you will be welcomed and 
provided a relaxing, guided tour with plen-
ty of time for questions along the way. The 
complex is located at 19440 Maple Street, 
Lake Ann, Michigan, 49650.  Hours are 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m., Memorial Day through Labor Day, 
or by appointment.The cost  - a donation, 
if you so choose.  Since some exhibits 
change from time to time, repeat visits are 
suggested. 

Visit www.almirahistoricalsociety.org 
for more information. 

Editor’s note: Dr. Nyquist is a retired 
biomechanical engineer residing in 
Macomb County and is a past president of 
the Sanilac County Historical Society.His 
northern retreat is on Rennie Lake near 
Traverse City.

Lake Ann’s Gem

3233 Dove Rd.
Port Huron
MI 48060

Pick up and drop off at 
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up locations avaliable - Call for details.

call to book your seat at

or reserve your seat online
810-982-RIDE

www.982ride.com

Find us on Facebook!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR A FULL LIST OF
EVENTS THIS MAY

WWW.982RIDE.COM

Join Us For Fun!
Luxury Transporation

5/6 & 5/20

 Depart Port Huron at 9am

$25/personDAY TRIPS

Casino &  4pm Show
5/11

$30 / person

9am to 7pm

 Depart Port Huron at 9am

5/13 & 5/27
9am - 7pm

Day Trips    $25/person

DEPART PORT HURON 6AM

$
6
9
/
P
E
R
S
O
N

May
6th

DEPART PORT HURON 5PM

Ride Only

$25 / Person
5pm to 11pm

May 30th

vs Astros  May 23  2pm - 6pm
vs Astros  May 24 11am - 5pm

DEPART PORT HURON 11AM

DEPART PORT HURON 2PM

$45 per person Ride & Ticket

TIGERS
DETROIT

Mackinac Weekend Tour
June 26-28

$279/pp

Includes:
Waterfront Hotel
       (Mackinac City)
Ferry Pass
Mackinac Island Tours
Transportation to the
40th Annual St. Ignace Car Show

DAY TRIPS INCLUDE UP TO $20 BACK IN PLAY, $5 IN DINING; ADD’L $5 FOR SHOW TICKET

Depart P.H. 8am 

ABC Pest Division can help you minimize the
numbers of the ticks found throughout your own yard.

Call today for more information and pricing.

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

TICK ALERT
LYME DISEASE IS A BACKYARD DISEASE! Contrary to popular belief, 
the deer is not the only host for deer ticks. Ticks are also carried into your backyard 
by chipmunks, mice and raccoons, to name a few. We can take back your yard from 
ticks and tick-borne diseases with our Tick Management System.
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GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?

 

  

$1595

MAY “SPRING HAS SPRUNG” SAVINGS EVENT

FREE UNDERMOUNT
STAINLESS STEAL SINK
WITH 40 SQ FT PURCHASE

New Sales Only. AS330 Model Only.     Expires 5/31/2015

SAVE 25%

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS     Expires 5/31/2015

ON BEDROCK BOND
LIFETIME SEALING

PROGRAM

REMNANT
MADNESS

ALL GRANITE
REMNANTS

$29/SQ FT
(pick up only)

NOW SERVING
YOUR AREA!
Genesee

Huron
Lapeer

Macomb
Oakland
Sanilac

St. Clair
Tuscola
Wayne

ORDER BEFORE
MAY 28TH

& LET BEDROCK
PAY THE TAX!

New Sales Only.   Expires 5/31/2015

OVER300COLORSIN STOCK

FREE DELIVERY &
INSTALLATION!PRICED

AT

20% OFF!
GRANITE
ALL IN-STOCK

SAVE UP TO 40 SQ FT
OF 3CM GRANITE

ALL IN
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G&E Auto Sales
(810) 326-1088

gottcars.com
(810) 824-0005

4651 Bree Road
China Twp., MI

48054

GE&
AUTO
SALES

* Subject to Prior Sale

St. Clair
County’s

Used
Car
Dealer!1#1#

(810) 326-1088
gottcars.com

VALUABLE COUPON

CAR DETAILING
Regular: $150

Senior Discount: $120

2005 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Laredo
$6,995*

2006 Saturn Vue
$4,950*

2004 Buick Century
$4,395*

Most of the Thumb Bird 
flock has returned to Michigan 
to enjoy what will hopefully be a warm and 

sunny spring and summer.  And, for the few who 
now make Florida their year-round homes, they 
will be enjoying much less crowded beaches, 

restaurants and roads.
If you have not yet joined our Thumb Bird group 

and would like to do so, the only requirements are that 
you live or have lived in the Thumb of Michigan and that 
you now spend part or all of the year in Florida.  Email us 
your name and addresses in both Michigan and Florida, 
your phone number, and an email address where we can 
contact you.  The purpose of this social group is to share 

ideas, places to visit, restaurants, etc. that have to do 
with our Florida experiences and to occasionally get 

together in both Florida and Michigan to talk about all 
things Michigan and Florida.  Email your information to 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net.  We will welcome you to 
the group and send you an invitation to our next get-to-
gether in Michigan later this summer or early fall (date 

not yet established). 

The Thumb Birds are Back!

These adorable little birds love the open
fields of rural Michigan in the summer. 

They are easily enticed to nest with almost any
bird house you set out, provided there is 1-2

acres of open space available for them to
find enough food to raise their young. 

Are You a

Thumb Bird?

Visit ThumbPrintNews.com/circulation
for a full list of Drop Locations to see where to
pick up your copy of ThumbPrint News today!

Aaaah, an orange X! Carl’s been marked with an orange X!

www.happyendingscomics.comHappy Endings
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GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!

1 + 1 = 3
The New Math of Relationship

By John Vincent Senkus
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

From a broad stroke, love’s meaning 
is very similar from one person to the 
next. However, the closer you get to 
the nuances of one’s heart and soul, 
the tributaries of love become more 
distinct. Even though our motivations 
can differ, an almost universal appeal 
is for love to provide happiness, or at 
least more happiness than if we were 
alone (after all, we don’t pursue love 
to become unhappy). But happiness 
can have many different facets. Joy, 
creativity, expression, contentment, 
companionship, self-esteem, growth, 
knowledge, appreciation, security, 
safety, peace of mind, as well as many 
other aspects can all be reflections 
of it. We all look at happiness from 
a different perspective—and this 
viewpoint is normally slanted in the 
direction to best support our current 
needs as well as any deficiencies 
thereof. And because these needs are 
always evolving, what may have been 
our primary reason for falling in love, 
may not even be on our radar screen 
now. Love typically reflects what you 
“need” it to look like, and since needs 
change over time, so do the ways in 
which we are attracted to it. 

Emotions encompass our strongest 
feelings, and love is the deepest and 
most intense of all. Love not only 
impacts how you feel, but influences 
your beliefs, intentions, and ultimately 
your actions as well. Nothing can 
compare to its far reaching effect. Love 
changes mindsets, attitudes, lives, and 
outcomes. And there are limitless ways 
to feel it, express it, and be in it. It 
has been an ongoing theme since our 
existence. Just look at the multitude 
of romance novels, relationship books 
and articles, love songs, movies, and 
even our own daydreams. Love remains 
as popular as ever. Yet in spite of how 
everyone else sees or spins it, love can 
be extraordinarily unique to each one of 
us, that is … if we let it.

When was the last time you really 
thought about your partner in the 
context of love? I mean, really thought 
about it. Not just in casually glancing, 
in the waning moments before sleep, 
or in the few quiet seconds you may 
muster between thoughts. But in letting 
its powerful feelings cover and immerse 
the deepest parts of you? For most of 

us, the answer is not too often (if at all). 
We don’t normally spend much time 
thinking about it or of its impact to our 
lives. This isn’t to imply we don’t feel 
love is important enough; it just seems 
to get bundled up with everything else. 
We have a difficult time distinguishing 
and separating it. Certainly, we see and 
think of our partner. However, too often 
their distinctness becomes muddled by 
the backdrop and noise of our routine 
motions. To counter this minimizing 
effect, we must find ways so that love 
routinely crosses our minds in a more 
deep and meaningful way. The ability to 
expand these brushstrokes of perception 
enhance its dimensions, thereby adding 
clarity to this most special emotion that 
too often becomes invisible. Too many 
things in this world are superficial—
love shouldn’t be one of them!

We all perceive to different levels 
of depth, scope, and creativity. And it 
is this perspective that will determine 
how much we either add to, or limit 
the emotional vibrance of the world 
around us. This correlation is directly 
proportional to our ability to give and 
receive love. As we expand through 
the fulfillment of our needs, so too will 
our awareness and the richness that 
intimate love can offer. Love doesn’t 
come through our brains—it can only 
be experienced through our hearts and 
souls. We must be “in it” and cannot 
grasp it from the outside looking in. 
Just as we can see the Niagara Falls, the 
Grand Canyon, or the Redwood Forests 
through pictures, to know and feel them, 
we must be immersed in their presence. 
It is only then can we perceive their 
energy, smell, expanse, and grandeur. 
The same with love. We cannot feel its 
purest qualities until we are open to 
all that it has to offer. And when love 
arrives, it will be our existing outlooks, 
openness, and imaginations that will 
essentially determine our experience.

Defining love has been somewhat of 
an elusive endeavor for man throughout 
the ages. Love encompasses that 
which we feel for our intimate partner, 
family, friends, humanity, and Mother 
Nature. Love spans our entirety, from 
our elemental physical bodies to the 
spiritual energies of our soul. Even 
the Greek culture which brought us 
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, required 
four different definitions to encompass 
the broad elements of love: Eros 
(passion and desire), Storge (natural/

familial affection), Philia (friendship 
and loyalty), and Agape (selfless, 
transcendent, spiritual). There can really 
be no singular definition for love that 
applies to all of us. How can there be? 
It cannot even stay consistently defined 
for just one of us. That is because 
every time we emotionally grow, love’s 
parameters change. As we add new 
vantage points to our self, a slightly 
new version of love emerges.

Ultimately, love is a realm that has 
no borders or limitations. It is only 
our perceptions that have the ability 
to narrow its parameters and effect. 
Realizing this, more and more couples 
are looking beyond the old traditions 

of love. They are seeking to enhance 
their own growth passage toward higher 
awareness through intimate relationship 
… not in spite of it. Love is such an 
intrinsic need that burns within each of 
us. The breadth in which we are able to 
embrace it, will be proportionate to the 
emotional dimensions that exist within 
our own self. As our depth expands, so 
too will our ability to perceive, give, 
and receive love.

Thanks for reading! Please send 
any questions or comments to 
1and1equal3@gmail.com.

In our next column, we will look 
at the highest calling of intimate 
relationship. 

• System Repair, Service & Replacement
• New Thermostat Installation
• Air Filter Replacement
• Straightforward Pricing®

• 24/7 Emergency Service
• Assist in Any Repair or Upgrade
• Geothermal Install & Service

06/30/15 06/30/15 06/30/15

onehourheatandair.com
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Sale good May 1st to May 31st, 2015Sale good May 1st to May 31st, 2015

(*Exclusions: This coupon is good only in-store at LumberJack
Building Centers, Inc. Limit one coupon per customer. Must present
this coupon to receive offer. Discount applies to regular priced
merchandise only. May not be combined with other promotional
offers, if a minimum purchase is required, such minimum is calculated
before tax. Not valid online or for sale or clearance priced
merchandise or previously purchased merchandise. Additional
exclusions may apply. See store for details. Coupon void if copied,
transferred and where prohibited. No cash value.)

Bring this coupon in to receive -
your first special order from our new
2015 Sea Value Marine Accessories Catalog.

COUPON ThumbPrint News

coupon expiration date: May 31st, 2015coupon expiration date: May 31

You can find all your Sporting Good needs at AlgonacYou can find all your Sporting Good needs at Algonac

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.

(586) 725-2341

St. Clair
2275 Fred Moore Highway

(810) 329-4781

Marysville
151 North Range Rd.

(810) 364-8877

Marine City
715 Chartier

(810) 765-8827

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.

(810) 794-4921

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier

(810) 765-8828

 

LICENSES
SOLD HERE!

Open 7 Days a Week!  www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together!™

Open 7 Days a Week!  www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together!™

Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices 
are not valid in conjunction with any other offer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market fluctuation. 
LumberJack  is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.
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St. Clair
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Marysville
151 North Range Rd.

(810) 364-8877

Marine City
715 Chartier

(810) 765-8827

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.

(810) 794-4921

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier

(810) 765-8828

Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices 
are not valid in conjunction with any other offer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market fluctuation. 
LumberJack  is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
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& Marysville)
(Stocked at Algonac
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& Marysville)& Marysville)& Marysville)& Marysville)

$222999999

K������ P����� P����

$299 (Stocked at Algonac
& Marysville)

(Stocked at Algonac
& Marysville)

125 colors

N��� S������
P����� P����

$499$499

(Stocked at Algonac
& Marysville)

(Stocked at Algonac
& Marysville)

31 colors

O���� V����� P�� S����� S������ K��
NOW $9999

sku O50001037(you save $7000)

O���� V����� P�� S����� S������ K��O���� V����� P�� S����� S������ K��
99999999
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O���� V���-S��� B���

sku O50002000
20 ct.

QUARTQUART GALLON

sku O50002001
14 ct.

GALLON JUMBO

sku O50002028
8 ct.

JUMBO

(you save )

sku O5000200030% off30% off

(Stocked at Algonac)(Stocked at Algonac)

 

25% off25% off
(Stocked at Algonac)(Stocked at Algonac)

while supplies last
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sku R1911RAC(you save $1000)

(Stocked at Algonac)(Stocked at Algonac)
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NOW $1099
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Limit 5 Boxes
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135 ct.
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We Carry Travel Trailer
Parts & Accessories!

We Carry Travel Trailer
Parts & Accessories!
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GOT PESKY SQUIRRELS?

By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Any home eventually needs to be 
patched up.  It might be cracks due to the 
house settling, weather damage, moving a 
picture, pet damage, or even aging ma-
terials.  Perhaps it was the result of some 
ill-fated plan to do something fun.  There 
are many destructive forces that will likely 
cause you to have to patch something in the 
house.  Fortunately there are products that 
will help you restore your home so no one 
will know the difference.

Hard as Cement – Cement patching is 
tricky because sometimes the patch fails.  
Usually this is due to improper prep or 
using the wrong product.  I cannot stress 
enough the importance of prep.  The 
surface must first be clean and clear of any 
debris.  If it is a shallow repair, pre- mixed 
cement patch will do the trick.  If it is deep, 
you need to use actual cement or hydraulic 
cement.

When using cement, add a fortifier to it 
or apply a concrete bonding adhesive to 
the surface.  This will help the new cement 
to adhere to the old.  Deep holes or cracks 
should be chiseled out to an inverted V 
(chiseled wider as you go deeper) to keep 
the cement repair in place.  If you use hy-
draulic cement instead of regular cement, it 
must be applied to a wet surface to prevent 
it from drying out before curing.  Make 
sure to fill the missing portion completely 
and allow it to cure.

Damaged Wood – Wood is used for 
many things in a house.  This includes trim, 
furniture and railings. Outside it is used 
for decks or porches and sometimes wood 
posts.  Sometimes these things get damaged 
and now you need apply some form of 
wood filler.  First find out what caused the 
damage.  If it is rot you are repairing, you 
must apply a wood hardener.  Wood hard-
ener will harden any remaining soft wood 
fibers after removing the rotted wood so the 
new patch will have a sound base to adhere 
to.  Next, select the right product.

If you are filling nail holes in trim after 
staining, you can use wood putty.  It is 
a soft pliable material that is colored to 
match the color of the finished wood.  It is 
not good for anything other than nail holes 
because it will not dry hard.  For repairs, 
you want wood filler.  Most come in the 
standard neutral tone and will take paint or 
stain.

If you want to make sure the filler stains 
closer to the actual color of the wood, use 
wood filler that matches the colors of differ-
ent types of unfinished wood.  It will match 

closer when stained.  Another option is to 
mix a little stain with the wood filler before 
applying it.  It won’t match the color when 
it dries but it will when you apply stain to 
the dried filler.

My Beautiful Walls! – Walls will even-
tually need to be patched.  Houses settling 
and shifting will cause cracks.  Moving 
pictures leaves nail holes.  Sometimes other 
strange events cause damage to your walls.  
Whatever the cause, there is a solution.  
Spackling and plaster are made for that 
purpose.  Simply apply to the hole or crack, 
smooth the repair, and sand if necessary.  
Larger holes may require some fiber-
glass drywall tape, with or without metal 
reinforcement, before applying the patch.  
The same steps still apply.  The trick is to 
choose the right patch.

If your walls are drywall then use 
spackling paste for the repair of your walls.  
There are two main types: regular and 
lightweight.  Lightweight spackling has less 
moisture so it weighs a lot less, dries fast, 
and has minimal shrinkage.  Regular spack-
ling has more moisture so it has a longer 
working time.  Choose one based on what 
you are comfortable with and need to do.

If you have an older house with plaster 
walls, use either plaster patch or Plaster of 
Paris to repair your wall.  Patching plaster 
is pre-mixed, while Plaster of Paris you mix 
with water before applying.  Usually there 
are boards behind it making the patch easier 
to do any size repair.  If the boards are dam-
aged, put something in the hole to reinforce 
the repair such as metal screening.

The Right Tool – When patching, it is 
important to have the correct tools.  When 
patching cement, you want to use a trowel 
so you can smooth the patch and level 
it with the surface of the cement.  Wood 
repairs, as well as drywall and plaster, can 
be done with a putty knife.  Wood patches 
need to be sanded smooth and level with 
the wood. Large drywall repairs also need 
to be sanded level to the wall.  When fin-
ished repairing, paint or stain if desired.

I hope everyone is enjoying spring.  
Have a safe Memorial Day.  Remember, 
know your limits and seek the help of a 
professional when needed.  If you have any 
questions or comments, e-mail me at thum-
printnews@comcast.net and I will reply in 
a timely manner. 

Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 16 years of 
experience working in retail hardware and 
has been trained and has learned much about 
home improvement, maintenance and repair. 
He currently is employed by LumberJack and 
runs their paint department. 

F
O
R By David Odziana

ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

The world of public sanitation 
experienced many revolutionary 
breakthroughs when humans began settling 
permanently, but with the fall of the Roman 
Empire, the Dark Ages erased many of 
those improvements. 

Prior to the years of darkness, bathing 
was considered a popular activity, with 
the bathrooms of the Minos Palace at 
Knossos being the first known example of 
formal bathing, which is estimated to be 
from 2000 B.C. Even while bathing was 
considered socially acceptable, different 
cultures had interesting ways of getting 
clean. The Greeks would only bathe in cold 
water because the use of warm water was 
considered feminine, and because modern 
soap didn’t exist at the time, they had to 
scrape their bodies with bronze or ivory 
tools to remove dirt. The Romans were 
much more interested in comfort than the 
Greeks, erecting massive public bathrooms, 
which often included gyms, libraries, 
gardens and steam rooms. Interestingly, the 
Romans believed bathing made them able 

Views on Bathing
Change with

the Times

to consume additional food and drinks –
leading to some people bathing six to eight 
times a day.

Once the Dark Ages began, bathing 
became socially unacceptable and anyone 
who did so risked being banished from 
the church. The thought that bathing was 
dangerous wasn’t confined just to Europe – 
it also affected the United States with such 
laws as making it illegal to bathe without 
a prescription from a doctor in Virginia or 
an Ohio law making the sale of bathtubs 
unlawful. King Henry IV is responsible for 
diminishing this custom by making knights 
take a bath before becoming members, 
which the public soon followed because 
the knights were well respected in the 
community.  

This is brought to you by ABC Home & Commercial Services.
For any septic or pest control needs, please call (810) 794-5678.

Remains of the interior of a public 
bathroom at Pompeii

Big tex 25GN-25BK+5

Big tex 14pi-18bk
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$11,49999

$12,49999

save $1,000

spring trailer sale going on now!!!
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trailer

hd utility trailer

Michigan’s Most Unique Shopping Center.

4436 W. Main St.
Brown City, MI 48416

810-346-2835

6541 Plaza Dr.
Marlette, MI 48453

989-635-4069
www.benssupercenter.com

$4,59999

$5,59999

save $1,000
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1. On this day in 1486, Christopher Columbus 
convinces Queen Isabella to fund an 

expedition to the West Indies.

2. On this day in 1919, the first U.S. air 
passenger service starts.

3. On this day in 1979, Margaret Thatcher 
becomes the first woman prime minister of 

Great Britian.

4. On this day in 1942, 
the United States 

begins food rationing.  

5. On this day in 1961, 
Alan Shepard 

becomes the first American in space.

6. On this day in 1954, British runner Roger 
Banister breaks the four minute mile.

7. On this day in 1847, the American Medical 
Association is formed in Philidelphia. 

8. On this day in 1846, the first major battle 
of the Mexican War is fought at Palo Alto, 

Texas.

9. On this day in 1926, 
explorers Richard Byrd 

and Floyd Bennett make the 
first flight over the North Pole.

10. On this day in 1960, 
the USS Nautilus 

completes the first circumnavigation of the globe 
underwater.

11. On this day in 1904, Salvador Dali, 
surrealist painter, was born. 

12. On this day in 1935, Alcoholics 
Anonymous is founded in Akron, Ohio, by 

“Bill W.,” a stockbroker, and “Dr. Bob S.,” a heart 
surgeon.

13. On this day in 1861, Britain declares its 
neutrality in the American Civil War.

14. On this day in 1853, Gail 
Borden applies for a 

patent for condensed milk. 

15. On this day in 1820, the 
U.S. Congress designates 

the slave trade a form of piracy.  

16. On this day in 1928, the 
first Academy Awards 

are held in Hollywood.

17. On this day in 1973, the Senate Watergate 
Committee begins its hearings.

18. On this day in 1917, the 
Congress passes the 

Selective Service Act, calling up 
soldiers to fight in World War I.

19. On this day in 1864, the 
Union and Confederate 

Armies launch their last attacks 
against each other at Spotsylvania, Virginia.

20. On this day in 1902, the U.S. military 
occupation of Cuba ends.

21. On this day in 1832, the Democratic Party 
holds its first national convention.

22. On this day in 1868, the “Great Train 
Robbery” takes place as seven 

members of the Reno Gang make off with 
$98,000 in cash from a train’s safe in Indiana.

23. On this day in 1934, gangsters Bonnie 
Parker and Clyde Barrow are killed by 

Texas Rangers.

24. On this day in 1543, Nicolaus Copernicus 
publishes 

proof of a sun-
centered solar 
system.  He dies just 
after publication.

25.  On this day 
in 1787, the 

Constitutional Convention opens at Philadelphia 
with George Washington presiding.

26. On this day in 1946, a patent is filed in 
the United States for the H-bomb. 

27. On this day in 1969, construction begins 
on Walt Disney World in Florida.

28. On this day in 
1830, Congress 

authorizes Indian removal 
from all states to the 
Western Prairie. 

29. On this day in 
1974, President 

Richard Nixon agrees 
to turn over 1,200 pages of edited Watergate 
transcripts.

30. On this day in 1848, William Young 
patents the ice 

cream freezer.

31.  On this day in 1969, 
John Lennon and 

Yoko Ono record “Give 
Peace a Chance.”

By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

What 
Happened
on This Day
in History?

With spring in the air and summer right 
around the corner, many are thinking about 
where to go for summer vacation. Better 
Business Bureau warns you to be extremely 
cautious when planning, as there are many 
different forms of scams when planning a 
trip, whether local or out-of-state.

Imagine you’re on the way to the 
airport for a fun get-a-way with your 
family. When you arrive at the airport, the 
airline has no record of your reservation. 
However, you have an email from the 
travel agent, who you paid for the entire 
trip, with a confirmation number. This 
number does not line up with any of the 
airline records. At this point you realize 
you’ve been scammed. 

BBB recommends considering the 
following advice when planning a trip:

• Ask for recommendations.  Ask for 
recommendations from family and friends 
regarding travel agencies/agents and 
websites that they have used in the past and 
have been satisfied. Also, check out or find 
BBB Accredited Businesses at bbb.org.

• Get everything in writing, 
from travel itineraries and booking 
confirmations to vouchers.  DO NOT 
accept verbal confirmations. Ask for a 
copy of the company’s cancellation and 
refund policies. Read all of the fine print to 
ensure you understand your rights if there 
is an emergency or if you are dissatisfied 
with the services. Be wary of companies 
without solid cancellation provisions.

• Use a credit card to pay for 
everything.  This way you’ll have some 
recourse if everything you pay for does 
not happen as promised. Do not pay using 
cash, check, a wire transfer service or even 
a debit card, as your checking account will 
be at risk. BBB also recommends, prior to 
your trip, that you contact your credit card 
company to make your travel plans known 
to the company.

• Verify reservations with all 
intended travel providers.  Contact 
the airline, rental car company, hotel 
and/or cruise line directly to confirm 
arrangements have actually been made to 
your specifications.

• If it’s too good to be true, it 
probably is.  Like getting a good deal, 
it’s certainly possible to win a vacation. 
However, if you didn’t enter a contest, you 
probably didn’t win anything but a phone 
call or email from a scammer. It’s usually a 
red flag when you receive a phone call out 
of the blue.

• Consider purchasing travel 
insurance.  Circumstances could cause 
you to cancel your trip, return home early 
or force you to seek emergency medical 
treatment while traveling. Travel insurance 
may provide the extra protection you 
need. Be sure to understand the exact 
circumstances the travel insurance will 
cover and read all of the fine print. Also, 
BBB recommends talking with your health 
insurance company before your vacation to 
find out the provisions when you travel out 
of your network.

• Check details on car insurance.  
If renting a car, before committing to 
the insurance offered by the rental car 
company, confirm with your insurance or 
credit card company that you are covered 
in the event of an accident. Make sure to 
ask for all the details in writing, just in 
case.

For more travel tips and to search for 
trusted businesses in the travel industry, 
visit bbb.org, or if you have any questions, 
contact us directly at (248) 223-9400. 
Editor’s Note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president 
and CEO of Better Business Bureau Serving 
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which 
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and 
promotes ethical business practices in the local 
marketplace through its business accreditation, 
consumer education and dispute resolution pro-
grams. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 
223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

Melanie Duquesnel
Beware of Summer

Travel Scams

Spider droppings contain an acidic compound that can
cause permanent staining and pitting on your home. 

To stop this problem before it starts, call the Spider Fighters™
at ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678.

A Division of 

ABC Home & Commercial Service Center

™

SPIDER FIGHTERS
SPIDER FIGHTERS

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

SPIDER FIGHTERS
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877-935-3372
www.mutualequity.net

Whether you are a business owner or individual 
who is owed money by someone, Mutual Equity 
can help. We offer debt collection and judgement 
recovery services. We work hard to ensure you 
receive the maximum reimbursement from the 
non-paying company or individual. NO FEES 
unless we collect!! Contact us today!

Landlord Tenant judgments
& pre-judgments
Personal Loans
Direct loans from financial
institutions
Retail charge accounts
Consumer loans
Credit card debts
Medical bills
Auto loans
Judgments
NSF/stop payment checks
& many other debts incurred
by individual or business

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Debts we collect on:MUTUAL EQUITY
H O L D I N G S

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

RECLAIM YOUR YARD

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

FUEL ECONOMY

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

FUEL ECONOMY

CALL US AT

(586) 803-0101

G-Tech Sales can show you
how to convert your diesel 

fleet with a blend of
Compressed Natural Gas 

(CNG) 

G-Tech Sales can show you
how to convert your diesel 

fleet with a blend of
Compressed Natural Gas 

(CNG) 

ECH

More Torque
Increase Power

Lower Emissions

Have you ever taken a photo and realized 
later that the picture itself tells a story 
without any written words?  That is the kind 
of photo we are asking our readers to submit 
to our “A Picture is Worth a Thousand 
Words” contest.  However, you need to do it 
promptly as photos are only being accepted 
through May 10, 2015.

The subject matter of the photo is left to 
the reader’s discretion.  Please email the 
photo to thumbprintnews@comcast.net 
in jpeg format and put “Thousand Words 
Contest” in the subject line.  Along with the 
photo please include your first and last names 
and a valid phone number and address. (If all 
information is not included, your submission 
will be rejected.)  Photos submitted must be 
your own.  Entries by both professional and 
amateur photographers will be accepted.  You 
may submit up to three photos total.

After May 10, 2015, the ThumbPrint News 
staff will select the top eight photographs (in 
their opinions) to be published in the June 
issue of ThumbPrint News. At that time our 
readers will have the opportunity to vote for 
the Grand Prize Winner.  The Grand Prize 
Winner will receive a certificate for dinner 
for two at an area restaurant chosen by our 
staff.

Please note that by submitting a photo to 
ThumbPrint News for consideration in the “A 
Picture is Worth a Thousand Words” contest, 
you are giving our newspaper the right to 
publish your photo in a future issue, even if 
you are not selected as one of the top eight 
photographers.  All photos published will 
appear with your name and city as a credit.

In conclusion, look through those old 
photo albums (yes, some of us still have 
them), check your computers and cell phones 
for pictures you have taken, or go out there 
and shoot something new.  Remember, the 
picture must tell a story all by itself.  We 
don’t need you to describe the photo you are 
sending.  That is the whole point!  We should 
be able to create a story in our own minds 
just by looking at what you send.

Good luck!  I am excited to see what you 
have to share.

Editor’s note:  A minimum of 25 photos must be 
submitted to ThumbPrint News by the May 10, 
2015, deadline for the contest to be opened up to 
our readers for voting. Individuals may submit 
up to three photos total.  Should less than 25 
photos be submitted, our staff, at our discretion, 
may publish some of our favorites in the June 
edition without selecting a winner or opening it 
up to reader voting.

“A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words” Contest
May 10 is the Deadline for Submitting Photos

Funeral Home
and Cremation Service

JJowettowett
Simple

Dignified
Meaningful
Affordable

Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager

57737 Gratiot Ave.
New Haven

586-749-9585

1634 Lapeer Ave.
Port Huron

810-985-5123

www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com
jowettfamily@comcast.net

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC
St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165

Eliminate High Heating Bills!

Don’t wait any longer! Start
saving money on your heating
bill when you heat your entire
home, water and more with the
safe, comfortable heat of a
Central Boiler outdoor furnace.

It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed.
See your local dealer for more information.

.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

WE MAKE MOUSE CALLS

BioGuardDIMENSION ONE SPAS®

Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059 

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

FREE Water Testing

Service - Sales - Chemicals - Spas

In Ground & Above Ground Pools (810) 385-6063

Financing
Available!

42

AquaticFitnessSystems®

The Worlds First Underwater Gym®

POOL SPA&POOL SPA&

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object or a place for our readers to 
identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website, www.thumbprintnews.com, and 
enter your answer. Of all persons submitting correct answers by the 15th of the month, one 
person will be randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at 
the end of this year! On December 31, 2015, one winner will be drawn and 
the lucky person will be notified.

In the April 2015 edition, we asked our readers to identify the object to 
the right and for what it is used:

Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Briana Overholt of 
Chesterfield, MI, was randomly chosen to be entered into the year-
end drawing. Briana identified that this unusual looking fruit is the 
pitaya, more commonly known as dragon fruit. 

Dragon fruit is an extremely beautiful fruit that grows on cacti-like plants. The main use is 
for eating, but there are a few other uses. 

The skin of the dragon fruit is thin and covered in scales.  
The center of the fruit is made up of a red or white sweet tasting 
pulp that is reported to have many health benefits, including:         
     • Being low in cholesterol  
     • Having high amounts of Vitamin C
     • Being a good natural source of 
         antioxidants
     • Being a rich source of 
dietary fiber

   Dragon fruit is currently grown in tropical and sub-trop-
ical areas of the United States, including California, Hawaii 
and Southern Florida.

For our May contest we are asking our readers to identify 
the object to the right and describe its use.  Remember, 
go to www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.  
Good luck! 

Several Delivery Options Available
810.433.1613
Fax your order to:  810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com

$5OFF
of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink 

valued at $20 or more. 
One coupon per purchase.

any purchase

•  Farm
•  Auto
•  Home
•  Boat 
•  R.V.’s
•  Commercial
•  Workman’s Comp
•  Bonds
•  Umbrella

501 Gratiot Blvd., Ste. 3 | Marysville, MI 48040
Phone: 1-866-388-1002 | Fax: 1-810-388-9201

Email: shoppers@marysvilleisa.com

Receive a FREE $10 Gift Card Just For Letting Us
Quote Your Farm, Home and Auto Insurance

and For Every Referral You Send Us!
Fremont Insurance, your Michigan exclusive insurance company.
Fremont Insurance has been insuring and investing in Michigan exclusively
since 1876. Dynamic Products, Exceptional Service, and Competitive
Pricing have made Fremont Insurance one of the fastest growing and most
respected companies operating in Michigan.

It’s a good time for a
Farm Insurance Review!

INSURANCE SHOPPERS AGENCY
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Passions
Senior Living & Hospice Care

(810) 824-3374
716 17th St.  Port Huron, MI 48060

Prices Starting at $2,000
“We are a fully handicap accessible home

for physically handicapped residents.”

TUNNELING
Continued from Page 1

As many of the 
goods shipped 
around the area 
were destined for 
Canada or at least 
passed through it, 
the Grand Trunk 
Railroad Company 
had many issues 
moving shipments 
between Canada and 
the United States. 
One of the biggest 
problems was once a train reached the 
shore of the St. Clair River, it had to be 
taken apart, loaded onto a ferry and then 
reassembled once it reached the other side 
of the river. The ferry was extremely busy 
during this time, being forced to operate 
at all hours in order to move nearly 1,000 
vehicles daily. During the winter months, 
the issue of ice jams in the river became a 
reality, often making it difficult to cross the 
waterway. Not only did this issue make the 
trip much longer, but it also added to the 
cost of shipping internationally. Another 
major issue with this transition was that the 
distance between the Grand Trunk Railway 
tracks in Canada was five and a half 
feet wide, while the width in the United 
States was four feet eight and one half 
inches. The dimensions used in America 
eventually became the standard in many 
countries.

Joseph Hickson, the general manager 

of the Grand Trunk Railroad Company, 
was asked to investigate new ways to 
cross the St. Clair River beginning in 
1879. Several different options were 
discussed, such as a bridge and different 
forms of tunnels. It was determined that 
a bridge, which would require long and 
gradual approaches, would cost around 
$5 million and would interrupt shipping 
on the water during construction. Another 
idea was a trench and tube tunnel, which 
is constructed by sinking an iron tube in 
a trench on the river bottom, but this too 
would interrupt shipping efforts on the 
river. Walter Shanley, an engineer hired by 
Hickson to study the possibility of a tunnel 
under the river, determined they could 
construct a tunnel through a layer of blue 
clay in the river bed. He also believed it 
could be completed for about $2 million, 
determining the best spot for construction 
was about three miles south of the ferry 

crossing. Test samples were taken 
from the riverbed to determine what 
type of soil resided beneath the river, 
but the findings were not encouraging. 
A layer of blue clay about 21 feet 
thick was found, but that particular 
clay is soft and permeated with water, 
which makes it extremely unstable. 
Adding to the uncertainty was the 
failed effort of constructing a tunnel 
under the Detroit River in 1872, 
which resulted in water and sand 
flooding the tunnel after more than 
1,500 feet of earth was excavated. The 

reason many people were doubtful that the 
tunnel would be structurally sound was 
because the blue clay under the St. Clair 
River was the same material the Detroit 
River Tunnel was dug through.

The St. Clair Tunnel Company, 
comprised of the St. Clair Frontier Tunnel 
Company and The Port Huron Tunnel 
Company, was formed in 1884 to construct 
the tunnel, but digging didn’t start until 
1888 due to lack of funds. In January of 
that year, excavation began with crews 
working from both sides, eventually 
meeting in the middle. One hidden danger 
while digging the tunnel below the river 
was the chance of releasing deadly gasses 
residing in the river bed, which have 
claimed many victims over the years. Due 
to the multiple uncertainties associated 
with the project, Hobson decided to 
incorporate three different tunnel building 
techniques, which included tunnel 
shields driven by hydraulic rams, 
the use of compressed air to help 
protect against the intrusion of 
water or sand, as well as cast iron 
lining the tunnel. This was the 
first time anyone used these three 
techniques together to construct 
a tunnel and it’s believed the 
completion of the St. Clair Tunnel 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without them.

While these methods made the 

architectural marvel a reality, they didn’t 
come without consequences. The use of 
compressed air resulted in many workers 
suffering from tunnel grip or the bends, 
which was a disease caused by rapid 
decompression when exiting the tunnel. 
This sickness, which is the same problem 
divers face when ascending too fast, was 
not well understood during the early years 
of tunnel construction and resulted in death 
rates as high as 25 percent. Employees in 
the St. Clair Tunnel were forced to work 
in a space with atmospheric pressure 28 
pounds above average, which took a toll on 
their joints.

While the tunnel was undoubtedly going 
to put the Grand Trunk a step ahead of 
their competition, it too was going to be 
extremely beneficial and possibly even 
life saving for Port Huron. From the very 
beginning, the location had a big problem 

The first official train that ran through the St. Clair Tunnel

Exiting the St. Clair Tunnel after it was electrified

A train emerging from the new St. Clair tunnel on 
the Canadian side with original tunnel on the left

810-985-8554

DEPENDABLE USED APPLIANCESDEPENDABLE USED APPLIANCES
B U Y  •  S E L L  •  R E PA I R  •  P I C K - U P  •  D E L I V E R Y

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9-5
SATURDAY 10-3

4983 Lapeer Rd.
Kimball, MI 48074
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ART HOP

FACEBOOK.COM/BLUEWATERARTHOP   810-937-5049

Jason Stier

Downtown Port Huron
May 15th,  6pm to 9pm

Storefronts transformed into art galleries.
Visit with the Artists and Fine Craftspeople. Over 20 Artists Participating

Free Trolley Rides Entertainment Specials in Stores
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with flooding when ice would melt in the 
spring due to its proximity to the Black 
River. With discussion of what to do with 
the debris removed to construct the tunnel, 
a plan to raise the streets of Port Huron 
was proposed. The plan was to add an 
extra six to eight feet to the street level as 
far south as Pine Road, and as far north as 
Quay Street. The expensive project was 
carried out with continuous truckloads 
spreading the debris. Small buildings that 
wouldn’t survive the change were used as 
fill for the project.

After removing over a mile of earth, the 
two shields finally met on August 30, 1890. 
Amazingly, the shields were only off by a 
quarter of an inch vertically and perfectly 
aligned horizontally. Interestingly, while 
they remained aligned, the tunnel began to 
rotate. Between July 1889, and February 
1890, the shield rotated 20 degrees to 
the north before rotating 30 degrees in 
the opposite direction. Luckily, this did 
not cause any issues, but if the lining 
would have rotated any farther, it would 
have resulted in serious problems. No 
explanation was given as to why the 
shields shifted, but it is believed to be 
caused from density variation. Even 
though the tunnel was already complete, 
the approaches were yet to be started 
because the company wanted to be sure 
the tunnel was going to withstand all the 
pressure. It took 200 men almost a year 

before the approaches 
were finished - 
totaling 3,500 feet 
on the Canadian side 
and 2,700 feet on the 
American side with a 
two percent grade.

The St. Clair Tunnel 
opened formally on 
September 19, 1891, 
but the first freight 
train didn’t grace the 
tunnel until October 
24, 1891. Once the 
tunnel was finally 
finished, the Grand 

Trunk Railroad Company 
was able to stop the ferry service, which 
saved them $50,000 a year, as well 
as saving two hours on the trip from 
Chicago to Toronto. When the tunnel was 
completed, it totaled $2.7 million, with 15 
percent paid by the Canadian government. 
The whole project was 12,226 feet long, 
with 2,290 feet under the St. Clair River, 
covering the tunnel with 30 feet of water 
and up to 20 feet of clay.

Although the tunnel was a huge success 
and did great things for the shipping 
industry, the tunnel was potentially a very 
dangerous place for both workers and 
passengers. While the locomotives burned 
anthracite or coke coal, which produced 
less smoke emissions, they still produced 
carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide. The 
ventilation system took 45 minutes to clear 
gases from the tunnel, but problems arose 
when exiting the tunnel up the two percent 
grade. The couplers that held the train cars 
together were placed under a great deal of 
strain and often broke. This would result 
in a car being left behind in the tunnel and 
the people aboard open to the possibility 
of asphyxiation, which caused more than a 
dozen deaths in the St. Clair Tunnel.

As a result of the many tragic events 
caused by the toxic gases, the tunnel was 
electrified in 1908. The electrical update 
was completed for about $1 million and 
was implemented without interrupting any 
activity throughout the tunnel. Not only did 

The original tunnel on the left next to the new tunnel on the right

A postcard showing the entrance to the St. Clair Tunnel, 1907

the new addition propel 
the trains through the 
tunnel without producing 
emissions, it was also one 
of the first tunnels in the 
world to be converted 
to electrical power. The 
conversion was a financial 
success for the Grand 
Trunk Railroad Company 
because with the ability 
to increase capacity, the 
need for a second tunnel 
was no longer necessary. 
The final change to 
the tunnel came in 1958, when the final 
electric locomotives passed through the 
tunnel, making way for diesel engines. 
The reason for the change was because as 
the electric locomotives aged, maintaining 
them became extremely costly due to the 
fact that the company had to fabricate the 
repair parts from scratch. Entering the 
1950s, larger freight cars were starting to 
take over the smaller ones previously used, 
which resulted in the lowering of the tracks 
in the tunnel. However, many of the bigger 
trains still couldn’t fit in the tunnel, even 
with the new alterations. This resulted in 
a new tunnel with a larger clearance to 
accommodate the new freight cars being 
built in 1995 - costing $155 million to 
construct.

The original tunnel, built in 1891, served 

the company and the community for 104 
years, making history multiple times 
throughout its use. Not only was it the first 
test proving the possibility of constructing 
a tunnel through the soft ground under 
a river, it was also the first international 
tunnel in the world. While the historical 
tunnel is no longer in use, the replacement 
tunnel was dug right next to the original, 
with the entrances of the first tunnel still 
visible. The tunnel was so vital for moving 
goods in and around the United States, as 
well as to the rest of the world, that two 
separate attempts to destroy the tunnel 
were tried. Fortunately, both attempts were 
foiled and the marvelous tunnel remains 
to this day to remind us Port Huron is 
home to the first tunnel in the world that 
connected two countries – changing the 
shipping industry forever. 

Call Roger direct at
810-650-9023

Models on Display
Dove St., Port Huron

Precision Built by Amish Craftsmen

Fast, Efficient,
Quality Construction

3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths from
$64,900

Delivered & Set up
in 6 Weeks

29 Years of experience

Beautiful
Homes

Roger Hamill
President

HURONHOMESLLC.COM
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Terms of Sale:
Bidding by number only. 

Must provide valid drivers license.
Payment by cash or checks only.

No out-of-state checks.
No Credit or Debit Cards.

Nothing removed until paid for.
Everything must be paid-in-full 
and removed on the day of sale.

No Buyer Premiums

Auction 1:  (In Yellow)

Auction 2:  (In Blue)

SAT. May 16th

10am -5pm
Doors Open at 9am

Sun. May 17th

12pm -5pm
Doors Open at 11am

SAT. May 23rd

10am -5pm
Doors Open at 9am

Sun. May 24th

12pm -5pm
Doors Open at 11am

Call for More 
586-770-6868

1960 
Rock-ola 450

JUKE BOX

NEEDS NEEDLE

TWO CAST IRON 
DRIVEWAY ENTRY BASES

30” X 40”

AIRLINE GUITAR

CANADIAN
BLACK BEAR

RUG

350 LB BOAR 
HEAD MOUNT

DEER MOUNT
WITH HAT

SIGNED BY TED NUGENT

LARGE MOUTH BASS

MASTER ANGLERS AWARD
WINNING FISH MOUNTS

STATE RECORD
5’ MOUNTED GARPIKE

AND

NICE SELECTION OF
AMERICAN EAGLE
COLLECTOR KNIVES

8 OTHER
       MOUNTS        

AVAILABLE
                     

CUSTOM 1993
 HARLEY

SPORT GLIDE
26K MILES

SOLID WOOD (2YRS OLD)
8’ DINING ROOM SET

8 WICKER CHAIRS OAK HALL TREE

COLLECTABLE

DOLLS
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COMPELTE FLORAL SHOP INVENTORY

BASKETS RIBBONS VASES

Old Toledo Scale
(works)

Old Crocks & Jugs

Desk with Hutch

Furniture:
Living Room Sets,  
three piece leather

sectional, dining room
sets, bookcases, 
entertainement 

centers, rugs, lamps
tables, etc.

Appliances:
Washers, dryers, 

refrigerators, 
microwaves, 

small appliances,
humidi�er, fans, etc.

Exercise &
Sporting Goods:

Treadmills, weight
benches, exercycles,

bicycles, �shing gear, 
skis, ski boots, etc.

Misc.:
Step ladders,

Extension ladders,
bbq grills, garden tools,

and Much More!!!

   30-40 boxes new & like new crafts
Full Set - Old Lionel Train & Cars      

5 ‘ x 10’
single axle

w/ramp and
side tool box

8,000 Vinyl Records &
45’s, 78’s, cassettes,

cd’s, 8-tracks
Sold by  Box Lots

Auctioneers:  Col. Ken & Col. Tim Snyder

The unclaimed storage has not yet been
viewed by the auctioneers.            

Auctioneers, clerks & owners are not liable 
for accidents, lost or stolen goods.

Auctioneers acting as sales agents only
and assume no guarantees or liabilities.

Range Rd.

Michigan Ave.

94

CONTENTS FROM 3 STORAGE UNITS

TEDDY
 RUXPIN

MADAME ALEXANDER

W/BOOKS 
& TAPES

BARBIES
DOLLS IN BOXES

WITH PAPERS

BOXES
OF

BOXES
OF

BOXES
OF

BOXES
OF

BOXES
OF

OF UNCLAIMED STORAGE FROM MAJOR MOVING COMPANIES!!
PLUS SOME CONSIGNMENTS

PARTIAL INVENTORY LIST:
OVER 200 BOXES FROM DISHES, TOYS, BOOKS,
CLOTHES, CRAFTS, PAINTINGS, DOLLS, TOOLS, 

FISHING GEAR, LINENS, COMPUTERS AND MORE!!!

94 E TO RANGE RD. (EXIT 269)
LEFT ON RANGE TO GRISWOLD, 

TURN RIGHT.  BUILDING ON THE NORTH SIDE OF GRISWOLD.

69 E TO 69 E BUS. LOOP (EXIT 199)
BUS. LOOP TO GRISWOLD

TURN RIGHT 
BUILDING ON THE NORTH SIDE OF GRISWOLD.

4100 GRISWOLD

NEW
LOCATION

GRISWOLD

69

Tanning Bed

Information
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GOT CRITTERS?

Serving Southeast Lower MichiganServing Southeast Lower Michigan

The OnlyAuthorized Duro-Last Installer In the Area

A+

Quality Service
Since 1984

New InstallorRepair

& Residential
Roofing

We Do It All!!

  Industrial
Commercial

*Award Winning Roo�ng Contractor
*

Armada
Flea market

25381 Armada Ridge Road
Richmond, MI 48005

586-784-9604

Everything from jewelry to collectibles

200
VENDORS
OPEN TUES.  & sUN.  6AM-1PM  aPRIL-oCTOBER

FREE
ADMISSION

Great 
Selection

of Seasonal
Items

Solving a 
Problem

By Gabriel Jones
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Wife:  Gabriel, you’re sitting in the 
family room watching television with all 
those boxes of stuff around you.  Why 
don’t you move them upstairs or in the 
in the basement to make yourself more 
comfortable?

Gabriel:  Well, love…these boxes 
have various bills and letters that need 

answering.  If I move them to another 
room, I can’t sit and watch TV with you.

Wife:  That’s some excuse!
Gabriel:  Well, then, I would still have to 

get up occasionally to get something I need 
to work on.  I would have to go upstairs 
or in the basement to file the papers in 
the proper place.  By having these boxes 
around me, I can accomplish more and file 
things in folders in the boxes. But here is 
the real reason.  I can be with you, my love, 
while I work.

Wife:  Oh, Gabriel.  How sweet!  Would 
you like your coffee and dessert now?

Another lesson learned by The Restless 
Retiree. 

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in 
many areas of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1000 businesses in nine Thumb 
counties are now drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also taken 
ThumbPrint News with them to many different states and countries (listed to the 
right on the chalkboard). ThumbPrint News was even seen on television on the 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney World in Florida with several of 
the Disney characters! The newspaper has traveled to all of the seven continents.

This month we are featuring ThumbPrint News when it travelled to American 
Samoa with William Easton.  Bill sent the picture on the chalkboard and the 
following note:

Here is a photo showing ThumbPrint News’ caption being held in front of 
the Governor’s mansion/museum in Pago Pago, American Samoa, which is an 
archipelago below the Equator and our southernmost inhabited land. It is still 
predominately Polynesian with only fishing and tourist industries - StarKist Tuna 
has a large operation there.

American Samoa is an unincorporated territory of the United States located 
in the South Pacific Ocean, southeast of Samoa, and consists of five main islands 
and two coral atolls. The largest and most populous island is Tutuila, which in the 
2010 census showed a total population of 55,519 people. The total land area is 
76.8 square miles. American Samoa is noted for having the highest rate of military 
enlistment of any U.S. state or territory. Most American Samoans are bilingual and 
can fluently speak English and Samoan or Gagana Fa’asāmoa.

If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with 
you on a vacation or to an unusual place – or if you have been able to get a famous 
person or character to be photographed with our paper, you may submit an email 
and photo to us at thumbprintnews@comcast.net (jpeg format preferred). Please 
write a paragraph or so about the photo and include your name, address and phone 
number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to appear in ThumbPrint 
News. When it does appear, we will send you a complimentary edition. There are 
many places where ThumbPrint News has not yet been – and lots of famous people 
to track down. Who will be the next person to help us in our quest?  

ThumbPrint News travels to American Samoa!

ThumbPrint News has traveled to:
THESE STATES AK, AZ, CA, FL, GA, 

HI, IL, MA,

MI, MO, NV, NM, NY, NC, OH, PA, S
C, TX, UT & WA

AND TO THE COUNTRIES Afganistan, 
Argentina,

Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Bel
ize, Bonaire,

Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba,
 Dominica,

Fiji, France, Germany, India, Ira
q, Ireland,

Italy, Jamaica, Kiribati, Mexico,
 Morocco,

New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines
, Russia,

St. Lucia, South Africa, Spain, T
urkey & Wales.

Fa’a Samoa(the Samoan Way)Every family member
contributes to the
well-being of the
extended familythroughout their entire life.
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To Advertise with us
Call Lisa

By William Easton
ThumbPrint News Contributor

Each year on the last weekend of June, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hosts 
an event to show off the construction and 
maintenance of the Soo Locks at Sault Ste. 
Marie, Michigan. Engineer employees and 
knowledgeable volunteers offer guided 
tours, allowing ordinary citizens to walk 
across the lock walls. If the timing is right 
a patient spectator can get a close up view 
of an ocean vessel, known as a “saltie”, 
traveling on the St. Mary’s River linking 
the two Great Lakes, Superior and Huron. 
All of this is free of charge and offered 
only on this occasion (of course paid for by 
you the taxpayer). The engineers currently 
operate the locks with a full staff of about 
100 during the shipping season.

Before giving a synopsis of the Soo 
Locks’ history, I will attempt a landlubber’s 
explanation of how locks work. They are 
needed to bring a craft from one level of 
sea to another.  For example, the Panama 
Canal, opened in 1914, accomplished the 
feat of bringing ocean vessels from the Pa-
cific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean and vice 
versa. Although the oceans are about the 
same height and sea level, the tides differ 
and crossing the isthmus requires crossing 
an elevation of about 85 feet. Along with a 
manmade lake, three sets of locks are need-
ed there. At the Soo, three sets of locks and 
a manmade canal are used to get watercraft 
through the river falls and rapids.

In order to lower ships coming east from 
Lake Superior with a cargo of iron ore, 
coal or grain, they face a drop of about 21 
feet.  The vessel is locked into a confined 
space with the river water released so as 
to lower the ship to the decreased level of 
Lake Huron. (All water levels are con-
trolled by an International Joint Commis-
sion.) There are electronic iron gates that 
open and close to allow the water and ships 
to move through the locks. At the Panama 
Canal, General Electric, a company that 
was new at the time, provided the expertise 

needed for the gates. For the Soo, 
the government-owned U.S. Hydro-
electric Plant furnishes that service. 
Any excess power is sold to local 
consumers.

As for history of the several 
locks, the first, known as the State 

Lock, was completed in 1855. The State 
of Michigan had been promised 750,000 
acres of public land in return for construc-
tion through the river rapids. With the 
discovery of Mesabi Range iron ore, the 
increased product shipping from the upper 
Midwest to the more populous East meant 
something had to be done to get loaded 
ships over the river rapids. Earlier traders 
had portaged their canoes. An early attempt 
at a canal had been destroyed in the War 
of 1812.  The State Canal was completed 
in only two years, an engineering marvel 
for the time, by E & T Fairbanks Compa-
ny, which had extensive mining interests 
in northern Michigan, Wisconsin and       
Minnesota. That served well until longer 
ships with heavier loads required larger 
locks. The original Poe Lock, named for its 

designer, Orlando Poe, was completed 
in 1898, with the U.S. government 
back in charge. The McArthur Lock 
followed in 1943 and the Poe was 
rebuilt in 1968. These two, used for 
ocean going vessels, are at least 800 
feet long and can accommodate ships 
and cargo weighing over 72,000 tons. 
Earlier smaller locks, the Davis of 
1914 and Sabin of 1919, can now be 
used for pleasure and tour crafts. Final-
ly, there is a smaller Canadian owned 
lock to the north of the others, likewise 
suitable only for smaller vessels. Con-

gress has authorized but not appropriated 
money for construction of another lock 
long enough to accommodate the larger 
salties. (Perhaps the delay is due to envi-
ronmental concern about the invasive zebra 
mussels stowaways on those ships.)

The St. Lawrence Seaway was complet-
ed in 1959 at a cost of approximately $470 
million U.S., financed jointly by Canadian 
and U.S. governments. For the June 25th 
ceremonial ribbon cutting Queen Elizabeth 
and President Dwight Eisenhower did 
the honors. So, how did this monumental 
engineering feat that involved the construc-
tion of many new canals and locks affect 
the century old locks at Sault St. Marie? 
The immediate effect was to permit ocean 
bound large ships to transport their contain-
ers of freight all the way to the Atlantic 
Ocean and on to foreign customers. Iron 
ore, coal, wheat and other grains from the 
fields of 
the prairie 
states and 
provinces 
could make 
this journey 
instead of 
down the 

CALL US AT

(586) 803-0101ECH

Using CNG?
Need a CNG Station?

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

FUEL ECONOMY

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

FUEL ECONOMY
G-Tech Sales can show you
how to convert your diesel 

fleet with a blend of
Compressed Natural Gas 

(CNG) 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED
IN A 40% TO 50% INCREASE
IN FUEL ECONOMY WITH A 50%
CNG BLEND AT PRICES MUCH

LOWER THAN DIESEL
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GOING BATTY?

Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Likewise manufactured goods from New 
York, Pennsylvania and Michigan (think 
autos, trucks and larger wheeled vehicles) 
could be sent upstream through the lakes 
to the Soo and beyond. Of course these 
products could have been shipped via rail 
and road as they were before. The political 
lobbyists of those common carriers and the 
Atlantic ports of eastern states opposed tax-
payer financing of the seaway. Especially 
galling must be the fact that the U.S. side 
later became toll-free while the trucking 
industry paid license fees and gas taxes.

Strictly speaking the Seaway has no 
geographical connection to the Soo. Its 
boundaries are 370 miles from the Port 
of Montreal to Canada’s Welland Canal 
connecting Lakes Erie and Ontario. So the 
waters beyond Montreal to the Gulf of the 
St. Lawrence and westerly through Lake 
Erie, Detroit River, Lake St. Clair, the St. 
Clair River and Lake Huron to the Soo 
Locks on the St. Mary’s River are not con-
sidered part of the St. Lawrence Seaway.  
The Canadian shore has thirteen locks. 
Only the Eisenhower and Snell are owned 
by the U.S.

From the opening until 1986, tolls were 
charged and shared proportionately to their 
investments by the neighbors. The Safe 
Harbors Act eliminated our tolls.   Al-
though subsequent budget proposals have 
recommended reinstitution, commercial 
vessels pay no tolls to the U.S. when trav-
eling from Duluth to the Atlantic Ocean. 
However, there is a federal tax on the cargo 
at the destination point to help maintain the 
harbors. Nor are pleasure craft charged at 
the Soo, but do pay at the two American 
seaway locks.  Canada continues to assess 

fees on vessels, with non-commercials 
paying a flat rate of $30 (or $25 for a book 
of tickets as at the Blue Water Bridge) 
for each lock. Eight Welland Canal locks 
would cost $200 Canadian using tick-
ets. The average length of time to transit 
through those locks is eleven hours. That 
means shipping time from the Midwest, for 
example, by rail or truck to Atlantic Ocean 
ports is much shorter.

Thumbprint News’ readers would enjoy 
traveling up to Sault Ste. Marie on the last 
June weekend. Besides learning about 
the canal and locks, they could also be 
informed about how electricity is generat-
ed. The Cloverland Electric Plant is within 
walking distance of the locks. Now a coop-
erative that furnishes power to the eastern 
U.P., their staff offers an easy to understand 
brochure and talk about the business. Lake 
Superior State University has a demonstra-
tion at the Cloverland building explaining 
the academic and practical research on 
freshwater fish culture. For a more active 
day, the visitor could walk across the 
almost three mile International Bridge or 
bike, the only time permitted – with appro-
priate identification of course.

We who have watched both salties and 
lakers transit Lake Huron and the St. Clair 
River realize that the cargoes benefit us. 
Grains, coal, iron ore (taconite) and steel 
are the major products. Recently wind 
turbine blades over 112 feet long have been 
seen as they travel for construction of wind 
farms. But Thumb area farm products such 
as sugar beets and soybeans also histori-
cally shipped to market on the water. The 
Soo Locks’ trip helps us to understand the 
importance of Lake Huron, so close to our 
homes and important to our lives. 

WE CAN HELP MAKE YOUR HOUSE
COOLER AS IT GROWS WARMER!

Win a new 3032E Tractor Package!*
Get hundreds off attachments!
It’s all happening at the Drive Green Event!
If you’re in the market for a new tractor, come out to the John 
Deere Green Event. Drive John Deere compact and utility tractors... talk to 
tractor experts... while you’re here, you can register to win a 
brand-new John Deere 3032E Tractor, packaged with D160 
loader and Frontier RC2060 rotary cutter. Plus, every registered 
attendee will receive a coupon good for $500 off the purchase of any new 
1 Series through 6R Series tractor and hundreds off attachments that 
enhance the performance of your machine. It’s all happening here, at the 
John Deere Drive Green Event. Mark the calendar.

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY: Open to legal residents of the 50 United States and Canada who have reached the 
age of majority in their state or province of residence as of start of Giveaway. Void where prohibited or restricted. 
Limit 1 entry/registration per person. Giveaway subjuct to Official Rules available at JohnDeere.com/Drive Green (US) 
or JohnDeere.ca/DriveGreen (Canada), beginning February 1, 2015 at 12:01 AM CT and ending December 1, 2015 at 
11:59 PM CT. Available to be won: 1 Grand Prize of a John Deere 3032E Tractor, equipped with John Deere D160 
Loader and Frontier RC2060 Rotary Cutter (total ARV of prize: US $23,215); Limit one prize per person. To enter, 
attend a 2015 Drive Green Challenge event listed at JohnDeere.com/DriveGreen (US) or JohnDeere.ca/DriveGreen 
(Canada), fill out a registration form and place in registration/signup box located at the event. Odds of winning 
depend upon the total number of entries received. Grand Prize winner will be 
selected by random draw on December 18, 2015. In Canada, mathematical, 
skill-testing question required. See participating dealerships for more details. May 2 - 16

9:00 - 4:00

989 W. Sanilac
Sandusky, MI 48471

3120 N. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, MI 48446

www.tricountyequipment.net
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For over 100 years, the Scouts of Amer-
ica have helped guide millions of children 
down the path to becoming upstanding 
citizens – the task of taking a small group 
of local kids and turning the idea into a 
worldwide movement began with the vision 
of a single man.

That man was Robert Stephenson Smyth 
Baden-Powell, a 20th century British Army 
officer whose claim to fame was protecting 
the town of Mafeking for 217 days during 
the Second Boer War. While in the Army, 
Baden-Powell became concerned that his 
men didn’t understand basic survival strate-
gies or simple first aid – in order to educate 
his troops, he penned a handbook. The 
manual emphasized leadership, adapting to 
situations and being resourceful – the name 
of the book was Aids to Scouting. After 
returning from the war, Baden-Powell was 
shocked to learn that English boys enjoyed 
his handbook and even created games 
from it. After receiving this information, 
he decided to test his vision with 20 boys 
in August of 1907. He took the young men 
to Brownsea Island off England’s southern 
coast for 12 days. While they were there, 
they learned how to stalk, cook outdoors 
and be inventive – the boys had a blast, and 
what is now considered the first Boy Scout 
meeting was a huge success. 

Although the Boy Scouts were becoming 
extremely popular in England and many 
other countries, an American businessman 
had to get lost in London before word of 
the group would reach the United States. 
William D. Boyce, a publisher from 
Chicago, was making his way through the 
fog when a boy offered to assist him to 
his destination. Once they arrived, the boy 
refused compensation, explaining he was a 
Boy Scout doing a good turn. After learning 
more about the Boy Scouts, Boyce returned 
to America with a suitcase filled with ideas 
– the Boy Scouts of America was incorpo-
rated February 8, 1910.

Baden-Powell spent three years making 
the Boy Scouts what it is today before 
deciding to create a similar organization for 

the girls. Equally, many young girls in En-
gland were starting to express the need for 
an organization of their own. Baden-Pow-
ell decided to pursue the idea, calling on 
his sister to form the organization, which 
resulted in the creation of the Girl Guides 
in 1910. Shortly after, Juliette Gordon Low 
became friends with the creator of the Boy 
Scouts and grew very interested in the 
group. The year after the Girl Guides were 
created, Low became very involved with 
the organization, even moving to Scotland 
to become a troop leader – that same year, 
the name was changed to the Girl Scouts. 
Realizing that women in her home country 
of the United States were being robbed of 
the chance to experience the Girl Scouts, 
she quickly returned home to spread the 
word. As the Girl Scouts were a branch off 
of the Boy Scouts, many of the teachings 
were very similar, including being self-suf-
ficient, knowing first aid, as well as the art 
of camping and survival techniques. The 
creation of the Girl Scouts came shortly 
before America became involved in WWI, 
which resulted in an early focus of the 
group being ways women could help their 
country while many men were away on 
duty.

The formation of these two extraordinary 
groups have done amazing things for many 
young men and women who have involved 
themselves in the organizations – making 
them responsible for helping our youth 
become well-rounded, respectable citizens. 
Today, there are more than 2.8 million Girl 
Scouts and 2.6 million Boy Scouts world-
wide and millions more alumni, which have 
held positions ranging from President to 
CEO and nearly every position in between. 
To build character, honor and respect in 
your children, contact your local scouting 
council to get your kids involved.    

Editors note: To learn more about the Boy 
Scouts, contact the Blue Water Council Boy 
Scouts of America at (810) 982-9529 or for 
the Girls Scouts, contact the Girl Scouts of 
Southeastern Michigan at (313) 972-4475.

• Daisies
• Brownies
• Juniors
• Cadettes
• Seniors
• Ambassadors

• Scout
• Tenderfoot
• Second class
• First Class
• Star
• Life
• Eagle

by David Odziana

Staff writer & reporter
Eagle Scout

ThumbPrint News

Groups that inspire

Studio ApartmentsStarting at $1,374

•  Paid cable TV and all utilities
   (except phone)
•  3 chef-prepared meals made
   from scratch daily
•  Fun and entertaining activity
   calendar
•  Transportation to appointments
   & errands
•  On-site live in managers

•  Pet friendly
•  Weekly housekeeping and linen
   services
•  Billiards room, library, and exercise
   room
•  On-site beauty salon & barber shop
•  Innovative travel program (at par-
    ticipating locations)
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GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?

810-794-4448         

AlgonAc HArbour club
Spend the Summer with Us!

Voted Best Marina on Lake st. CLair
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“CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF BOATING FUN!”

www.algonacharbourclub.com • algonac, michigan

•  Convenient location  
by water or car

•  Seasonal well rentals  
& overnight guest  
dockage

•  Over 350 boat slips;  
100 transient boat slips

•  Heated pool with hot  
tub for adults

•  Heated kiddie pool with 
splash zone

•  Beautiful landscaping, 
gazebos & picnic areas

•  Recreational facilities 
include basketball, 
volleyball, horseshoes, 
playground, doggie run

•  Gas, diesel, premium  
fuel, pump-out

•  Accommodations  
for large groups &  
boat clubs

•  Full service, boat hoist  
& 50 ton lift

•  Wireless, satellite TV,  
24-hour security

•  Well maintained  
restrooms, bathhouses, 
laundry & facilities

•  Exclusive VIP Member 
Discount Fuel program

•  Full schedule of fun 
events for entire family

SPECIAL!
SLIpS $1400

FOR pONTOON &  
CENTER CONSOLE  

BOAT OwNERS.
whILE ThEY LAST.  

B-DOCk ONLY.
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trails hacked into the wild shrubbery. The 
course that emerged from the early players’ 
efforts was 11 holes long. The holes were 
laid out from end to end, in which golfers 
would play the holes out, turn around and 
play them back to the clubhouse, for a 
round of 22 holes.

When golf started to slowly develop in 
Scotland around the 15th century, it wasn’t 
welcomed with open arms. Instead, it was 
banned in 1457 by Scottish Parliament 
because it was determined that time needed 
to be spent on archery practice due to the 
fear of an English invasion.  The restriction 
wasn’t lifted until 1500, after a peace treaty 
was signed between England and Scotland. 
King James IV began playing the game 
within two years of the arrangement.

There was one unique addition to the 

game, which gave 
Scotland their claim to 
fame of being the “home 
of golf” – the hole. This 
extension of the game is 
believed to come from 
early golfers aiming at 
rabbit burrows, which 
eventually evolved into 
a cup and flag.  Although 
the sport now included a 
hole to aim at, there were 
no definitive dimensions 
laid out for the cup. This often caused the 
depth of each hole to vary, depending on 
how much sand was removed to be used 
for a tee, making it so submerged at times 
that the player had to lie on his stomach to 
retrieve his ball.

A directive was issued by the 
Archbishop of St. Andrews in 1552, 
allowing the public to play golf, as well 
as other pastime games, on the premises. 
Another restriction on the game came 
in 1592, when authorities in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, supported the church’s efforts of 
banning golf on Sundays, which lasted for 
26 years.

In the early years, clubs were hand-
crafted out of wood by anyone available, 
which usually meant the players 
constructed their own set.

Around 1618, a new ball was introduced 
called a featherie, which was used for over 

200 years. The 
ball consisted of 
a top hat full of 
feathers and was 
sewn together by 
hand with three 
pieces of leather, 
making the 
ball extremely 
expensive. 
Although iron 
clubs were 
available through 

hand forging, the majority of players still 
used wood, despite the fact that iron clubs 
were more accurate. The reason being, 
iron clubs were heavy and hard to use and 
much more likely to damage the costly 
featherie ball.

It wasn’t until 1764 that several of the 
holes on the St. Andrews course were 
determined to be too short and were 
combined. Prior to this, courses ranged 
from six to 20 holes, but after St. Andrews 
made the change to a 18 hole course, all 
followed suit.

It was around this time courses began 
to acquire obstacles obtained through 
landscaping. Before this point, courses 
were unchanged from their natural form 
because many believed God created the 
best courses. Eventually, the number 
of golfers increased and the number of 
courses followed suit, forcing course 

designers to construct in places other than 
in naturally desirable areas.

The greatest technological change to the 
game came in 1850 with the introduction 
of the guttie ball. The new balls were 
made from the sap of the tropical gutta 
tree and were much cheaper and easily 
repaired through heating and remolding. 
One downfall of 
the new ball was it 
couldn’t match the 
flight distance of 
the featherie, but 
made it possible for 
ordinary people to 
afford to play the 
game because the 
ball was able to be 
mass produced.

Hand crafted clubs were made until the 
early 1900s, when production of clubs 
began in factories with the Industrial 
Revolution, making the game even more 
affordable for the lower classes. Until this 
time, golf professionals were cherished 
more for their club making expertise than 
their golf skills.

See FORE, Page 31

Early St. Andrews postcard enscribed July 24, 1903, 
in front of flooded bunker

Early 1900’s professional golf 
match putting scene
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GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

EXPERIENCE A DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENT IN

FUEL ECONOMYFUEL ECONOMY

CALL US AT
(586) 803-0101ECH

G-Tech Sales
can show you

how to convert
your diesel fleet
with a blend of

Compressed 
Natural Gas 

(CNG) 

G-Tech Sales
can show you

how to convert
your diesel fleet
with a blend of

Compressed 
Natural Gas 

(CNG) 

Presents...

Saturday 8am-5pm • Sunday 8am-4pm

Thousand of

ITEMS
Under Canopy

& Outside20152015
May 9-10 July 11-12  Sept 12-13

Located At: Knights of Columbus Grounds
11541 21 Mile Road, Shelby Twp., MI

www.UticaAntiques.com / 586.254.3495

& Free Parking
5 $5$ Admission

2 HUGE DA
YS

The Women of Pest Control
Although pest control is usually consid-

ered a male-dominated business, the truth 
is females hold positions ranging anywhere 
from technician to president – although the 
numbers are low, women have an unprece-
dented influence on the industry.

Most women with a career in pest con-
trol agree the industry is great for women 
to work in – often listing flexible hours to 
balance work and family and their natural 
desire to want to help people solve their 
problems as reasons why women should 
explore employment possibilities.  With 
only six percent of estimated women 
working with pests, which in this instance 
excludes husbands and boyfriends,  the 

labor force 
is certainly a 
non-traditional 
choice for the 
majority of em-
ployed women, 
but groups, such 
as Professional 
Women in Pest 
Management 
(PWIPM), is 
working to bring 
more women 
into the busi-

ness. One alluring fact about the industry 
is it’s expected to grow 20 percent through 
2022, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics – faster than all other occupation 
averages.

Whether or not there’s a large number 
of women employed to exterminate pests, 
the truth of the matter is they are a major 
determining factor of what services are 
purchased and where they are obtained 
from – making a female’s point of view 
increasingly important to business own-
ers. According to a recent survey, women 
are the primary consumer of goods and 
services in the United States, making more 
than 85 percent of decisions on consum-
er purchases. Since the majority of the 
customers purchasing services are women, 
and many are likely to be mothers, there 
is an instant trust factor during a wom-
an to woman business deal – the feeling 
that they want to help and they have their 
family’s best interest at heart. Women are 
also said to influence over 95 percent of 
all goods and services acquired, and with 
estimates that women will outnumber men 
in the work force by 2020, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, women in 
pest control are quickly becoming more 
prominent than ever. 

This is brought to you by ABC Home & Commercial Services.
For any pest control needs, please call (810) 794-5678.

Nicole Szymczak
President of ABC Home 
& Commercial Services
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If you have an event in June that you would like listed in the June issue of ThumbPrint News, 
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by May 12, 2015.  There is no charge for the listing. 
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate 
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and 
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town 
to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any 
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
No events were submitted for Genesee 
County for the month of May. If you 
would like to see your county’s events 
included in the June issue, please submit it 
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no later 
than May 12, 2015. 

Huron
Bad Axe - May 2 & 16
Tip of the Thumb Dancers, Huron 
County Senior Center, 150 Nugent 
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Admission 
for dances is $5. Bring finger foods 
and friends. On May 2 entertainment 
provided by Melody Magic. On May 16 
(Armed Forces Night) there will be a 
potluck dinner at 6:00 p.m., followed by 
entertainment from The Natural Tones 
starting at 7:00 p.m. For more information 
call (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer
Almont - May 9
Euchre Tournament, Lions Club, 222 
Water St., doors open at 6:00 p.m., play 
starts at 7:00 p.m. $15 donation includes 
prizes and food. For more information call 
Dan at (810) 798-8321.

Almont - May 12
Almont/Dryden Seniors’ Potluck 
Lunch and Program, Lions Club, 222 
Water St., 12:00 p.m.  Call Dan at (810) 
798-8321 for more information.

Macomb
Memphis - May 1-15
Donate Your Loose Change, 
Memphis Middle School, 34165 Bordman 
Rd. Proceeds will benefit Memphis Middle 
School to supply Audio Playaway Books. 
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 will match the 
first $500 raised. For more information call 
(810) 392-2125.

Richmond - May 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 & 10
Richmond Community Theatre 
Presents “Sugar” (the Some 
Like It Hot Musical), 69619 Parker 
St., Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 p.m., 
Sundays 2:00 p.m. The theatre will be 
transformed into a 1920’s Speak Easy to 
reflect the time period of the show. Adults 
$17, students and seniors $15. For more 
information call (586) 727-9518.

Utica - May 3
Stable Dreams Fundraiser, Zap 
Zone, 43680 Van Dyke, 5:30 p.m. ‒ 8:30 
p.m. $20 per person includes unlimited 
indoor laser tag, bumper cars, Cannon 
Blaster and Glow Golf. Pizza available 
for $1 a slice, pop for $1. There is also a 
tin can auction and arcade games, with 
donations from local businesses and 
people. Tickets can be purchased through 
Randy at (586) 871-0565 or rjsanda@
oakland.edu. More information about the 
non-profit organization, Stable Dreams, 
can be found at stabledreams.net.

Memphis - May 9
Wine Tasting, Sage Creek Winery, 
80890 Main St., 6:30 p.m. ‒ 8:30 p.m. 
Must be at least 21 years old to attend. 
Tickets $20 each, includes light appetizers. 
Limited seating ‒ advance tickets only. 
Tickets will not be sold at the door. Tickets 
are available at the Winery. Proceeds 
to benefit a family with medical bills. 
Woman’s Life Insurance Society Chapter 
855 will match the first $500 raised! For 
more information call (810) 392-5008.

Memphis - May 23
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions 
Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. $10 per 
player. Snacks available. Any questions 
contact Frank at (810) 392-3717 or email 
fravis@comcast.net.

Oakland
No events were submitted for Oakland 
County for the month of May. If you 
would like to see your county’s events 
included in the June issue, please submit it 
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no later 
than May 12, 2015. 

St. Clair
Emmett - May 1 & 2
Emmett Lions Club Yard Sale, 
10830 Mary St., 8:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. 
Something for everyone; proceeds go to 
community projects. For more information 
call John at (810) 384-1892 or (810) 388-
7066. 

Kimball - May 1, 8,15, 22 & 29
7th Annual Farmer’s Market, 
Flea Market and Arts & Crafts, 
Marysville Knights of Columbus #9526, 
4521 Ravenswood Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 5:00 

p.m. Vendors wanted; come early and pick 
your spot for the season on a first come/
first serve basis. $10 per parking space 
outside. For more information call (810) 
364-6800 or (810) 824-7435.

Memphis - May 1
Learn American Mah Jong, 
Memphis Library, 34830 Potter St., 10:00 
a.m. Beginners welcome. Adults only. 
Registration is requested by calling (810) 
392-2980.

St. Clair - May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Scrabble, St. Clair Library, 310 S. 
Second St., 1:00 p.m. Join the fun and test 
your vocabulary with the one and only 
all-American crossword game each Friday. 
For more information call (810) 329-3951.

Algonac - May 2
American Indian Festival, Algonac 
Elementary, 1300 St. Clair Blvd., 12:00 
p.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Powwow dancing, 
American Indian crafts and food sale. Free 
admission. Open to the public. American 
Indian traders invited. No cost for tables. 
(Donations for future events or giveaways 
welcomed.) For more information call 
Sharon at (810) 364-8370 or Sue at (586) 
725-0284 ext. 1425.

Algonac - May 2
Garden Club Make & Take 
Mother’s Day Project, Algonac-Clay 
Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr., 10:00 
a.m. Join the ladies of the Algonac Garden 
Club and make a garden-type project 
suitable for Mother’s Day gift-giving. For 
more information call (810) 794-4471.

Port Huron - May 2
Mother’s Day Surprise, Port Huron 
Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 10:00 a.m. 
Enjoy a story and create a gift to suprise 
Mom on Mother’s Day. Ages 5 - 12. 
Registration requested by calling (810) 
987-7323 ext. 132 or 130.

Port Huron - May 3
Tales and Legends - Final 
Performance for the 2014/2015 
Season of the International 
Symphony Orchestra, McMorran 
Theatre, 701 McMorran Blvd., 2:30 p.m. 
Adults $26, seniors $25, students $7. 
Children 14 years and under admitted 
free with an adult. Tickets available at 
McMorran Box Office or by calling (810) 
984-8857.

Lakeport - May 4, 11 & 18
Learn American Sign Language, 
Burtchville Twp. Library, 7097 Second 
St., 6:00 p.m. All ages of adults wecome. 
Registration requested by calling (810) 
385-8550.

Thumb Area
    Activities & Events Calendar

I am the “Critter of the Month” at ABC
For All of Your

Critter & Pest Control Needs
Call Us Today!

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!
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GOT PESKY SQUIRRELS?
Yale - May 4, 11 &18
Montage Monday, Yale Library, 2 
Jones St., 3:00 p.m. Teens, drop in for 
crafts, games and snacks. Registration is 
requested by calling (810) 387-2940.

East China - May 6
Low Vision, Legally Blind and 
Blind Support Group, St. John River 
District Hospital, 4100 River Rd., room 
2, 11:00 a.m. ‒ 1:30 p.m. Speaker will be 
Shelley from the Greater Detroit Agency 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired. For 
more information call Paul at (810) 329-
5172 or email dailerpaul@hotmail.com.

Capac - May 7 & 28 
Kid Kreations, Capac Library, 111 N. 
Main, 4:00 p.m. Kids ages 5 - 10, join us 
for a craft and story. For more information 
call (810) 395-7000.

Kimball - May 7
Make Your Own Birdhouse, Kimball 
Twp. Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 5:00 
p.m. Come and make your own birdhouse 
to enjoy the birds of spring. Ages 11 - 18. 
Registration required by calling (810) 982-
9171.

Marine City - May 7
Lego Mania, Marine City Library, 
300 S. Parker, 4:00 p.m. Compete in our 
monthly Lego challenge using our Legos 
and a creative theme. “People’s Choice” 
winner will receive a gift card. Ages 5 - 12. 
For more information call (810) 765-5233.

Pearl Beach - May 13
Algonac/Clay Historical Society 
Fundraiser, Johnnie Lega’s Restaurant 
and Tavern, 9724 Pearl Beach Blvd., 
5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. A video on Pearl 
Beach and Pointe Tremble will run on the 
monitors during your dining experience. 
“All You Can Eat” perch dinner, including 
perch, coleslaw, redskins, rolls, dessert 
and soft drinks. Cash bar. Gratuities not 
included. Advance tickets are $20 each 
and can be purchased by calling Paula at 
(810) 794-9641. Tickets also available at 
the door.

Fair Haven - May 14
Scrapbooking Special, Ira Twp. 
Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 6:00 p.m. 
Create a spring-themed mini-scrapbook 
album. Bring a few photos if you want 
to add them during the program. All 
other materials provided. No scrapbook 
experience necessary. Registration is 
requested by calling (586) 725-9081.

Fair Haven - May 15
Euchre Party, St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, 6745 Palms Rd., registration at 
6:30 p.m.; games start at 7:00 p.m. $5 
donation includes free goodies, coffee and 

tea. Hot dogs and pop are a $1 donation. 
Cash prizes. For more information call 
(810) 765-8161.

Marysville - May 15
2015 Annual Spring Dinner 
Concert Presented by the 
Schubert Male Chorus of Port 
Huron, Alexander’s Banquet Facility, 
1195 Maryville, doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
There will also be a special performance 
by Port Huron Musicale Women’s Chorus. 
Prepaid tickets are $30 and can be obtained 
by calling (810) 364-6369.

Port Huron - May 15
Spring Art Hop, downtown Port Huron, 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Artists and fine 
craftspeople will display and sell their 
wares in downtown host businesses. The 
Blue Water Trolley will be available to 
take art hoppers from location to location. 
Strolling musicians will be around town 
through the evening; entertainers will also 
be within several businesses. Specials in 
stores will kick off Canadian Appreciation 
week. For more information contact (810) 
937-5049.

St. Clair - May 16
3rd Annual Strolling Thru the Stalls 
Wine & Beer Tasting Fundraiser 
for Liberty Riders Special Needs 
Equestrain Program, Rattle Run 
Farms, 7103 Gratiot Rd., 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 
p.m. (catered dinner at 7:00 p.m.) Locally 
produced wine and beer tasting and many 
raffle items. Purchase printable tickets 
online at libertyriders.org (paypal payment 
option). Tickets are available at the door.

Marysville - May 21 
Exploring Foster Care and 
Adoption - How to Help Even 
if You Can’t Foster or Adopt, 
Maryville Library, 1175 Delaware, 6:00 
p.m. Erin Wright, Community Liasion for 
Ennis Center for Children Inc., presents 
simple, clear ideas for how anyone can 
help kids in foster care. Appropriate for all 
ages. Registration is requested by calling 
(810) 364-9493. 

Port Huron - May 27
St. Clair County Family History 
Group Meeting, Port Huron Museum, 
1115 Sixth St., 7:30 p.m. Author Susan Hass 
of Bad Axe, Michigan, will be speaking on 
her recent book Strictly Small Town. This 
is also the Annual Meeting and election 
of officers during the business meeting 
portion of the program. Refreshments will 
be served. Anyone interested in local history 
or researching their family tree may visit 
as a guest or become a new member of the 
group. For more information visit www.
rootsweb.ancestry.com/misccfhg/ or call 
(317) 600-7813.

Marysville - May 30
Free Hospice Education Event, 
Grace Hospice, 1985 Gratiot (in the 
parking lot), 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Free 
hot dogs, chips, pop, water, bounce house 
for the kids and much more. For more 
information call (810) 294-8580.

Port Huron - May 30
Blue Water Sturgeon Festival, 
Vantage Point Maritime Center, 51 
Water St., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. This 
one-day event is centered on providing 
close encounters with the threatened lake 
sturgeon, “Gentle Giants of the Great 
Lakes”, by featuring three Huron Lady 
Sturgeon Cruises, a 5K race and 1K fun 
run, indoor and outdoor displays with 
hands-on activities, Meet the Scientist 
workshops, and a live sturgeon touch 
tank. Free. To sign up for the race or 
for complete event details go to www.
SturgeonFestival.com or contact Sheri at 
(810) 987-5306 or sfaust@hd.stclaircounty.
org.

Sanilac
Applegate - May 3
Applegate Fire Department 
Pancake Breakfast, 5330 Applegate 
Rd., 7:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Price for 
breakfast is by donation and includes 
pancakes, eggs, sausage, homemade 
donuts, coffee, juice and milk. Door prizes 
will be given away during breakfast. For 
more information call Jerry at (810) 404-
7844.

Applegate, Carsonville, Deckerville 
& Port Sanilac - May 7 - 9
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
8872 Annual Poppy Days, Veterans 
of Post 8872 will be on the streets of these 
towns collecting donations. Proceeds 
from Poppy donations go into the Post 
Relief Fund which is solely used to help 
hospitalized veterans, widows and children 
of veterans and to commemorate the 
memories of our departed veterans. For 
more infomation call Jeffery at (810) 622-
8893 or (810) 404-3682.

Sandusky - May 9 & 23
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley 
School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m. 
– 11:00 p.m. Everyone welcome - bring 
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends. 
$5 for members, $6 for guests. On May 9 
we will be entertained by Dick Hedrich & 
Son, and on May 23 by Ted Pavlik & The 
Melody Makers. For more information 
call Leola at (810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at 
(810) 404-4250.

Deckerville - May 16
150th Anniversary of the End of 
the Civil War Commemoration, 
Reid Music Hall, 4028 Ruth Rd., 11:00 

a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Reenactments, historical 
presentations, artifacts on display, Civil 
War music played on original Civil War 
instruments, spirituals and more. Adults 
$3, ages 5 to 12 $1. All veterans are free. 
For more information call Joyce at (810) 
376-6695.

Port Sanilac - May 16 
“They came to America from 
Poland” Home Dinner, 6:00 p.m. 
These sit down dinners are sponsored by 
the Sanilac County Historic Village and 
Museum and are in private homes with 
limited seating. Dinners are followed by a 
fun trivia contest about the country. Cost 
is $45 per person for non-members of the 
Society or $40 per person for members of 
the Society. Reservations must be made 
ahead of time by calling (810) 622-9946.

Port Sanilac - May 17
Black River Blue Grass Boys, 
Sanilac County Historic Village and 
Museum Village Church, 228 South Ridge 
St., 3:00 p.m. Back from their three year 
world tour, the Boys will delight you with 
all they learned. Tickets $10, students $5, 
under 12 are free. For more information 
call (810) 622-9946 or visit www.
sanilaccountymuseum.org.

Sandusky - May 19
Sanilac County Genealogy 
Society Meeting, Sandusky District 
Library, Community Room, 55 E. Sanilac 
St., 2:00 p.m. There will be a genealogy 
workshop with Society members available 
for assistance. For more information call 
Karen at (810) 705-1680.

Deckerville - May 23
Deckerville Heritage Festival, 
Main St., 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. A variety 
of craft, antique, food and greenhouse 
vendors will be there as well. For more 
information call (810) 404-3373.

Tuscola
No events were submitted for Tuscola 
County for the month of May. If you 
would like to see your county’s events 
included in the June issue, please submit it 
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no later 
than May 12, 2015. 

Wayne
No events were submitted for Wayne 
County for the month of May. If you 
would like to see your county’s events 
included in the June issue, please submit it 
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no later 
than May 12, 2015. 
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have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300  to advertise with us!

KINDE, MI
1342 Prospect Ave. 4900 N. VanDyke

989-672-6589

CARO, MISAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589 989-874-4068

READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE

SINCE
1946PRODUCTSPRODUCTS

1rockproducts.com
WWW.FEYERSCONSTRUCTION.COM

586-531-9349
ralphfeyers@gmail.com

20%Off*
Exp. 5/31/2015

*New
Customers

Only
Licensed and Insured

For All Your Remodeling Needs

Walt’zz Mechanical
RepairWalt Meldrum, Owner

A.S.E. Certified (Master)
State Certified (Master)

Service & Repair
Engine • Transmission • Brakes

Custom Exhaust
• Electrical • Fuel Injection

• Air Conditioning • General Maintenace

8041 St. Clair Hwy.
Casco, MI 48064

Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

(810) 326-1816
(810) 326-1469Fi

sh
ing

 Licenses Available
Fi

sh
ing

 Licenses Available

ANDERSON’S
PRO BAIT
ANDERSON’S
PRO BAIT

www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)
www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 984-3232

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 984-3232

We now stock Lowrance Electronics
and are a Costa Sunglass Dealer

We now stock Lowrance Electronics
and are a Costa Sunglass Dealer

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

With Coupon. Expires 5/31/2015.

www.traveltruenorth.com

WATER SOFTENERS - DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
-

MIKE’S
30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

DEBRIS REMOVAL
HaulingHauling

COMPLETE TRASH-OUT SPECIALISTS

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

IF YOUDON’T WANT ITWE’LLHAUL IT

SAVE 

 YOUR BACK,

WEEKENDS

AND 

FRIENDS

MIKE’S

  

586-531-3103

GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING

DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD

DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

QUICK,CLEAN &THOROUGH 

COMPLETE TRASH-OUT SPECIALISTS
RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COMWWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Port Huron
2422 Laper

810-985-9100

Marine City
260 S. Parker
810-765-4900

Marysville
782 Huron Blvd. 

810-364-4650

3 Great Locations!

AFFORDABLE
        FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

St. Clair DoorHerb Hill
Owner

Sales ~ Service ~ Installation

Garage Doors & OpenersOne Stop Shop for 

Same Day Repairs

Unbeatable Pricing
810-625-1947

info@LaBellasWeddingChapel.com
www.LaBellasWeddingChapel.com

From Formal Weddings to Sweet Sixteens
and Everything In Between

We will go over and above your expectations
to make your event the best it can be.

810-985-4700
Call for planning and package info.

LaBella’s Wedding Chapel
and Event Planning



May 2015  Page 29

stamps
Bought and Sold

POSTCARDS & ENVELOPES

U.S. & Foreign
Call: Clifford Fraley

810-329-7809

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV

Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave. St. Clair, MI

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS has a large 
selection of fenders, doors, hoods, patch 
panels, motors, transmissions and more. 

Call for all your auto parts needs!
Mon-Fri 9-5   Sat 9-1

Call (810) 329-3697 or (810) 434-1802

General

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN 
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center 
is available for rental for all occasions. 
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. 
For questions or to book, call Sue at (810) 
278-4395.

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates starting 
at $1,077 (inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, 
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us online at 
gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 648-6168.
FARM FOR RENT, 50 acre farm in 
Tuscola County. Call (586) 231-1955.

Help Wanted

ON THE MARK TRUCKING, LLC 
Over the Road Driver CDLA. $500 Sign on 
Bonus. Call (586) 542-6970 for details.

MIXOLOGIST WANTED 
Call (810) 614-8034 for more information.

CLEANERS WANTED 
Part-time evenings to clean offices & banks.
Must pass background check & drug screen.
(586) 759-3700 www.aarocompanies.com

HUNTING LAND TO LEASE, Father and 
son looking to lease 100+ acres of mostly 
wooded land for hunting. Please email 
ledfordd@gmail.com or call (586) 242-
5503.

To Lease

Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND 
DECORATIONS Interested in vintage 
and antique Christmas tree ornaments, 
also Hallmark (all years), unusual artifical 
trees such as those made out of feathers, 
aluminum or in colors other than green. 
Call if you have just a few or if you have a 
lot! Please call (810) 614-8034.

2B1  ASK  1

810-329-5863
Call Starting

       at $14 25  Call Today!
(810) 794-2300

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews

The third annual Blue Water Sturgeon 
Festival is set for Saturday, May 30, from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Vantage 
Point Maritime Center in Port Huron. 
Parking and admission are free. This 
one-day, family-friendly event is centered 
on providing close encounters with lake 
sturgeon, the “Gentle Giants of the Great 
Lakes”, by featuring Huron Lady Sturgeon 
Cruises, as well as indoor and outdoor 
activities along the shores of the St. Clair 
River. 

During the Huron Lady Sturgeon 
Cruises, guests will be able to watch lake 
sturgeon swimming on the bottom of 
the St. Clair River via live video feed by 
Gregory A.D. Big screen televisions on 
deck, courtesy of Best Buy, will allow 
guests a personal view of the action from 
the bottom of the river. Riders on the one 
hour cruise will enjoy the St. Clair River 
and the beautiful expanse of Lake Huron 
narrated by lake sturgeon experts from 
Gregory A.D.

Sturgeon Cruise tickets are now on sale 
for cruise departure times of 10:00 a.m, 
11:30 a.m., and 1:30 p.m. Ticket prices are 
$15/adult and $5/youth. Tickets can only 

Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruise 
Tickets Are On Sale

Submitted By Sheri Faust, Friends of the St. Clair River
be purchased at www.huronlady.com. See 
website for all terms and conditions of 
ticket sales.

The festival opens at 9:30 a.m. with 
a traditional Native American drum 
ceremony performed by Walpole Island 
First Nation leaders. Other featured 
activities include a live sturgeon “touch 
tank”, live native and invasive fish on 
display, drop in workshops, items for sale, 
give-aways and much more.

 The Sturgeon Festival, organized 
by Friends of the St. Clair River, is a 
partnership between natural resource 
agencies, government, businesses, 
scientists and anglers in order to highlight 
the ecosystem approach to managing 
native fish and wildlife populations in the 
St. Clair River and to increase interest in 
restoring the threatened lake sturgeon to 
higher levels of abundance.

To purchase Sturgeon Cruise tickets 
go to http://huronlady.com.  For 
Sturgeon Festival information go to 
www.SturgeonFestival.com. For more 
information, contact Sheri Faust at the St. 
Clair County Health Department at (810) 
987-5306 or sfaust@hd.stclaircounty.org.

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

RECLAIM YOUR YARD

STORE AND WAREHOUSE 
SHELVING, former gift and pet supply 
store in Algonac. Many 15 foot long units 
- buy 1 or all - $25 each, cash only. Great 
for extra storage space in basements, 
garages and sheds. Call (810) 614-8034 
to arrange a time to view or go to www.
herbsandflowers.net.

For Sale

APARTMENT BUILDING, 10 Unit 
Apartment, Bad Axe. Monthly gross 
$4,000. 691 S. Van Dyke. Gas heat, 
acreage to expand. Zoned C3. $189,000, 
statelc@yahoo.com (313) 938-4172.
FARM FOR SALE, 46 acre farm in 
Sanilac County. Just coming out of CRP 
program. Call (586) 231-1955.

35214 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047
586-725-2878

Repairs on All Makes!

We sell Schwinn, Trek,
Giant, Haro and GT
brands of bicycles

anchorbaybicycleandfitness.com

Spring Tune Up
Starting at $60

Gift Certificates Available!

Great Gifts for Graduates!

Layaway for Father’s Day!
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Home Delivery
only $2 per issue

Never Miss an Issue!
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1504 MILITARY ST. • PORT HURON, MI 48060 • (810) 985-4082 • thssportingcenter.com

Courteous, Confidential and Secure!
Thirty to Ninety Day Terms

We specialize in short term cash loans for quick problem solving solutions
NEED CASH NOW?

STOP BY FOR RELIABLE LOAN SERVICE
OR SELL YOUR ITEMS FOR CASH!

STORE HOURS | MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-6 | SUNDAY 10-4

Courteous, Confidential and Secure!
Thirty to Ninety Day Terms

We specialize in short term cash loans for quick problem solving solutions
NEED CASH NOW?

STOP BY FOR RELIABLE LOAN SERVICE
OR SELL YOUR ITEMS FOR CASH!
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STEEL FORCE
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AUTO BB GUN
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starting at
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DISCOVERY 2
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PACKAGE
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starting at
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starting at
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only
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The guttie was replaced by the Haskell 
ball in 1898, which had a rubber core 
and was much easier to hit and control. 
There were mixed feelings about the new 
invention because many believed it ruined 
golf and would take all previous hazards 
out of play because it flew so much farther.

Golf first came to America during 
the Revolutionary War, smuggled in 
by Scottish merchants and soldiers, but 
struggled to catch on because most were 
captivated with baseball at the time. Nearly 
100 years later, the game was here to stay, 
starting with players making short courses 

in open pastures.
The game’s popularity 

boomed after the 
American, Francis 
Ouimet, shocked the 
world with his U.S. Open 
win in 1913, beating 
the favored British stars 
Harry Vardon and Ted 
Ray, putting America 
on the map. At the time, 
Ouimet was an amateur golfer, achieving 
his first professional win before he even 
won an amateur tournament.

Within a decade of his win, the number 
of golfers in the United States sky rocketed 
from 350,000 to two million.  Along 

Early postcard of Harry Vardon teeing off

with the number 
of players going 
through the roof, so 
did the number of 
clubs all over the 
country. America’s 
first club was St. 
Andrews, named in 
honor of the Scottish 
club, which came to 
New York in 1888, 

starting out as a three-hole course built 
on an apple orchard. By the turn of the 
century there were over 750 clubs and that 
number doubled again to 1500 in 1920.

The United States Golf Association, 
which was established in 1894 to organize 

and make rules for the game in America, 
joined forces with 
the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club 
of St. Andrews, 
responsible for 
rules in the United 
Kingdom and 
abroad, in 1951. 
The uniting of the 
two entities created 
rules for the game 
that would govern 
the whole world, 
bringing the final 
piece of structure to 
the game after hundreds of years of play. 

Old Tom Morris, 
greenskeeper at 
St. Andrews

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

WE MAKE MOUSE CALLS

Angie Wagester
(810) 404-3373

This beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 baths, lakefront home 
is sure to wow you with its spectacular lake views 
from any room! Each bedroom has a lake view 
and walk in closet.  You’ll just love the open 
concept kitchen, dining and 
living room with natural 

stone fireplace and enjoy playing a game of pool in 
the game room with friends and family while taking 
in the lake view!  Tile floor throughout the home is 
heated.  The 3 car detached garage comes with a fish 
cleaning station and 9x9 shed with brick floor and 
potting shelves. Call to schedule your showing today!   

What better way to start out the summer
than in a home with a spectular view!

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049

Prime Rib & Ham, Smoked Salmon,
Peel-n-Eat Shrimp, Roasted Chicken,

Soooo Much More!!
$1999/ADULT

$899/KIDS 10 & UNDER

*FULL MENU ALSO AVAILABLE

*SORRY NO CARRY-OUTS

OR SHARING BUFFET

Mother’s Day Buffet

Reservations

Suggested

Dear Editor,
Growing up in the 1960s and 1970s, I 

was a Cub Scout and later a Boy Scout. 
New Baltimore was still a small town 
without the sub-divisions and urban ways. 
Every year on Memorial Day we would get 
the day off school, put on our uniforms and 
march in the Memorial Day parade. The 
parade generally consisted of Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, V.F.W. members, American 
Legion, Amvets, fire trucks, police cars, a 
few convertibles with city officials, and of 
course the high school band.

We would make our way from the city 
hall down to the park on Lake St. Clair 
where they would have a little service for 
those lost at sea. Then we would go around 
the corner to St. Mary’s school where there 
were school busses waiting to take the 
whole parade a couple miles up to the two 
cemeteries. At each cemetery they would 
hold a service for those who gave their lives 
in battle. After the twenty-one gun salute, 
the bugler would play “Taps” echoed by a 
second person off in the woods somewhere.

For the first couple of years my view on 
this was very simple. It was great to have 
a day off school, the speeches were boring 
and long, especially since I had to stand at 
attention during them, but the guns were 
cool! I often wondered about the V.F.W., 
Amvets and Legionaries; they all seemed 
old, and quite often looked stuffed into 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
uniforms that they had outgrown. I assumed 
that they, like us, were there because their 
group was there, nothing more.

Then one year it happened that our group 
was very close to one of the veterans’ 
groups during the ceremony at one of the 
cemeteries. During the twenty-one gun 
salute and “Taps”, I was looking over at 
them. These gruff -looking old men were in 
tears. This sight has affected me the rest of 
my life. Those ceremonies were personal for 
them; they were remembering friends that 
they had fought beside, and lost. That one 
incident has changed the way I look at our 
flag, our veterans and our country.

During President Nixon’s term, he signed 
into law the Monday Holiday bill that 
changed Memorial day from May 24th to 
the fourth Monday in May. This changed 
it from being a day set apart to remember 
our heroes, to a day that is considered the 
official start of summer. Being a three day 
weekend, it has become a small vacation for 
many, and also has caused a rise in drunk 
driving accidents. I wonder how much 
this has caused a loss of patriotism in our 
country. I don’t think President Nixon did 
our country any favors by signing that bill.

This Memorial Day please take the time 
to remember our nation’s heroes. Happy 
Memorial day, and to all our veterans, thank 
you for your service.

Kenneth Duncan, Port HuronABCABC Home & Commercial Services
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SAVE UP TO AN EXTRA 
ON ADJUSTABLE BEDS

$600
Expires 5-31-15


