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Many areas settled early in history have an interesting story of
how their names were chosen. It is said Lapeer’s name came from
the rocks on the bottom of the Flint River, which the French and
Indians frequently passed over - the French translation for stone is
LePierre.
Alvin N. Hart was born in Cornwall, Connecticut, February 11,
1804, becoming Lapeer’s first settler when he arrived in 1831.
Alvin was accompanied by his wife and child, as well as a couple
of other men who were exploring the area on the recommendation
from Judge Leroy; this section was endorsed because the judge
previously purchased a large section of land in the area. Alvin Hart
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decided to settle in the area immediately, while his father, Oliver
B. Hart, along with Mr. Morse, decided to wait until spring. It
is said that during their first visit, they buried a melted coffee
pot near an elm tree to mark the area for their return; some
historical reports state that the pot is still buried in the same spot
and a plaque resides where the elm tree once stood on the Hart’s
property. With the help of a few others, Alvin Hart blazed the
original road to the area by carving a 14-mile track through the
wilderness from the Whittemore Plains in Oakland County to
Lapeer with nothing more than an axe. In just two years from his
first visit, Hart platted the village, which was recorded in Pontiac
on December 14, 1833, two years before the county of Lapeer
became official.
The second man
to arrive shortly after
Hart was Jonathan
R. White, who, like
Hart, was determined
to establish his own
community. White
first came to Lapeer
because of a mill he
A Busy Day in Lapeer

See LAPEER Page 20

Spotlight on

to be known, operated a lumber mill he built (on the site
of the one built by Morass) and a trading post. It was used
for 65 years by Native Americans and settlers in the
area.
Bunce became the postmaster of the area
called Bunceville and a member of the
Michigan Territorial Legislation. He
and the
lived to be 102. In 1914, his
property became the site of
By Alan Naldrett
the Detroit Edison Marysville
ThumbPrint News Contributor
Power Plant.
In 1786, the area that would become Marysville had its
Another small settlement was known as
first non-Native American visitor as Antoin Morass built a
Hubbard’s Corners and was at Bartlett Street
sawmill at a creek on the St. Clair River. About thirty years
(now Huron Blvd.) and the Gratiot Turnpike.
later, in 1817, Zephaniah W. Bunce (1787-1885) sailed up
This was where Isaac Hubbard had a tavern,
the St. Clair River and landed at the same creek, naming it
blacksmith shop and general store. He married
Bunce Creek in honor of himself. Judge Bunce, as he came A Wills Ste. Claire Mary Vickery, daughter of Edward.
Radiator Mascot

Marysville

Wills Ste. Claire
Automobile
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Letter from the Editor

8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township, MI 48001

Spring is a time to find out where you are, who you are, and move toward where you are going.
- Penelope Trunk – America businesswoman, author and blogger
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Spring is a time of renewal in nature. Bulbs, flowers and plants reemerge from the earth after the snow and bitter
winds of winter have gone away. Seeds from last year’s plants, dormant under winter’s blanket, now awaken with the
warm rains and long awaited sunshine. Animals give birth to young who will make sure their species survives on our
planet.
The quote that starts my letter also implies that spring is a time of renewal for humans. Philosophically, it is time to
take stock of where we are in life, what our beliefs and goals are and make plans for where we want to go in life – if not
for our entire years still left on this earth, at least for the rest of the current year.
I had the opportunity recently to be an observer of one of the biggest events of spring for high school and college
students – spring break – and now reflect on many of the occurrences I witnessed.
Siesta Key Beach in Florida plays host to thousands of these spring breakers each year. I wondered as I watched
some of them on the beach if they really were reflecting on who they were. Many, I am sure, came from families who
had taught them values that would help them get through life healthy, happy and in one piece. But some were making
decisions that could have dire consequences – drinking to the point of oblivion, unaware of where they were, who they
were with and what might happen to them. Others were trying illegal substances that most would probably not try back
home. However, here it was “what happens on spring break stays on spring break.”
Of course, I don’t want to imply that all of the kids (at least they were kids compared to me) were making bad choices.
In fact, I had the pleasure of housing my own grandson and his mother so he could enjoy spring break on Siesta Key
Beach as well. Many of his friends from back home were spending it here as well – some having traveled down to
Florida with a parent chaperone and some who had headed out in groups on their own. His mother gave him a lot of
freedom to come and go as he pleased so he could enjoy this rite of passage with his friends, but also expected a certain
amount of communication about where he would be and when he would be returning. I am happy to report that in him
I saw someone who knew who he was and wasn’t going to change that just because he was on spring break. A situation
arose that could have ended up very poorly, but he made the responsible decisions that his upbringing had told him was
the right thing to do. I couldn’t have been more proud of him.
What does this have to do with us or my letter this month? Spring can be a time for us to evaluate exactly who we are,
who we want to be and what we have to do to make that happen. Most of us feel energized in the spring from the warmer
weather and the more abundant sunshine. We can use that extra energy to surround ourselves with positivity. Let our
words and actions lead us from today forward toward the goals we have in life. When we work toward our goals, we have
control over the changes that are made in our lives. Here is to spring being a time of renewal for all of us!

619 Taylor St., Port Huron, MI 48060

for
Approved
Applicants

Newly Remodeled Units

diane e. xagoraris
a

t

t

o

r

n

e

y

a

t

l

a

you may be eligible for Social Security Disability
or Social Security income!

NO AWARD, NO FEE!

ATTORNEY FEE PAID OUT OF THE BACK BENEFITS RECEIVED

CALL
FREE
LE YOUR

SICK OR INJURED AND CAN’T WORK?

for this
Limited
Time Offer
Only 10 Units Left

TO SCHEDU

w

Call Today!!!
810-987-4133

ON

CONSULTATI

59057 ROMEO PLANK
RAY TWP., MI 48096

PHONE: 586.992.3561
FAX: 586.992.3467

P ORT HURON OFFICE AVAILABLE

d e xa g or ar is @yaho o. com
dianeth e at t orney .com

May 2016		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

1167 S. Carney Dr.
St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-4535

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Sat. May 21st

6am - Midnight

www.neimansfamilymarket.com

It’s that time again in early spring when our
thoughts turn towards opening our cottage and
summer homes in northern Michigan. Though
if you’re like me, you couldn’t resist sneaking in
a quick weekend trip in during the winter just to
check on things. The area near my place has a
completely different feeling and atmosphere to
it, a little desolate, but still waiting patiently for
the thaw and to have activity in and around the
dwelling once again with the sounds of summer!
Once the time comes, my first order of
business will be cleaning the inside of the spider
webs, small rodent “footprints” and any insect
carcasses that did not survive the winter cold
inside the cabin. A good vacuum and dusting
is usually all it needs to get the musty smell out
once the windows are open and the fresh, crisp
spring breeze blows through.
Water pipes and hot water tanks are tested
for any damage from the frozen months past.
Sprucing up the outside landscaping is always
better when Mother Nature cooperates. Fresh
mulch (I prefer to use the rubber mulch) is laid
down. Last year’s brown plant leaves are raked
and removed to give room to the small green
shoots from the spring flowers; this always
brings anticipation for the 70- degree weather
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and summer breezes yet to come!
If you do not keep the heat going all winter,
now is a good time to bring back those aerosol
cans, canned goods and anything you hauled
home so they would not freeze at your cottage.
I store mine in plastic bins at my city home and
simply load the bin back up in the car to take
north. Suntan lotions are pulled out, beach bags
are aired out and hung up, and beach towels are
cleaned and fluffed and ready for the first beach
visit of the year!
One small thing I had to do this year was
replace all the flashlights in my cottage; the
warm and cold weather can wreak havoc on
the batteries, causing them to leak and ruin the
insides of the flashlight. My motion sensor lights
around the deck always get fresh batteries for
the spring and summer season, as well.
Usually every two years I use a house wash
to get rid of the green moss or mildew that is
trying to latch onto the siding; this, coupled with
a fresh touch up paint on the shutters, give the
cottage a nice, fresh facelift! Small things that
don’t take a whole lot of time but can make a
world of difference are about to begin, and I, for
one, can’t wait to start on the projects!
Happy spring to all the ThumbPrint News
readers! Make sure you take time to enjoy the
ride up north! It’s going to be a great summer!
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Hyperlipidemia in
Our Pets

The first step to diagnosing hyperlipidemia is testing the blood on a 12hour fasted blood sample. This should include a complete blood count, serum
chemistry profile and urinalysis. This will help to rule out many secondary
causes of the hyperlipidemia. This testing may also indicate the need for
By Dr. DiBenedetto, ThumbPrint News Columnist
further testing like a low-dose dexamethasone test for Cushing’s disease,
a thyroid function test for hypothyroidism or an abdominal ultrasound to
Hyperlipidemia is a lipid or fat metabolism
rule out primary liver or gallbladder/biliary disease. If there is no secondary
disorder that is characterized by an increase in
disease process identified, then primary hyperlipidemia is likely.
triglyceride and/or cholesterol concentrations
Treatment options for hyperlipidemia include treatment of any underlying
in the blood. Because fat is water insoluble, the
diseases, diet modification and pharmacologic intervention. Hyperlipidemia
body makes lipid-protein complexes called lipoproteins to move the fats
from the blood into the body’s tissues where they are needed. Hyperlipidemia secondary to an underlying disorder will probably resolve or improve after
can be physiological, meaning the triglyceride and/or cholesterol levels in the the metabolic disturbance is corrected. In cases of primary hyperlipidemia,
blood stream are naturally elevated after eating a meal that contains fat. This combined dietary and pharmacologic intervention may be necessary.
elevation occurs within two hours of a meal and lasts for 6-10 hours. If there However, in many patients, switching to a low-fat diet may be the only
therapy needed. It is generally recommended that diets should contain less
is hyperlipidemia in a 12-hour fasting blood sample, it may be pathologic,
than 20% fat for dogs and less than 25% for cats. Fish oil supplements are
meaning either there is overproduction or decreased clearance of the
also very helpful in lowering triglyceride levels.
lipoprotein complexes. Primary hyperlipidemia is relatively uncommon in
both dogs and cats and often associated with specific breeds (e.g. miniature
Editor’s note:
schnauzers, Shetland sheepdogs and beagles). Secondary hyperlipidemia is
Dr. DiBenedetto is
more commonly seen and known to be associated with endocrine disorders
a veterinarian at
like diabetes mellitus, hypothyroidism, Cushing’s disease, pancreatitis,
Maple Veterinary
obesity, protein-losing kidney disease and gallbladder/biliary tract disease.
Hospital located
Symptoms of either primary or secondary hyperlipidemia can go from
at 2981 Iowa in
mild, intermittent episodes of vomiting, diarrhea and abdominal discomfort
Troy, Michigan. The
to severe abdominal pain, lipid deposits within the retina and/or cornea of the hospital website is:
www.mvhvet.com.
eye, seizures, lipid deposits within the skin, nerve paralysis and behavioral
Dr. DiBenedetto can
changes. Symptoms with secondary hyperlipidemia can also be specific
be reached at (248)
to the underlying disease process like excessive thirst and urination from
diabetes or weight gain and skin problems from hypothyroidism or Cushing’s 585-2622 for other
pet related questions.
disease.
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ThumbPrint News Travels to Kentucky! One of the states it had not yet visited!
Brandy and Mike Ciaciuch from China Twp., Michigan, recently
had an unexpected side trip on their way back from Florida.
Here is what Mike had to say about the picture:
This is a photo of my beautiful wife Brandy with ThumbPrint News at the
welcome to Kentucky rest stop off I-75 just north of the Tennessee
border, right after we'd enjoyed a scenic and sometimes scary detour
through the backwoods mountains, due to a landslide that closed a
15-mile stretch of I-75. We were on our way back from Florida, where
we had watched our son's college (Cleary U - GO COUGARS!) baseball
spring training games. We thoroughly enjoy every issue of ThumbPrint
News and look forward to continuing to do so!
DID YOU KNOW?
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, NE, NH,
NJ, ND, OK, OR
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SD, TN, VA, WI
& WY.

(We will still
accept photos
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ere TPN has
already travel
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any countries
in the world,
whether featur
ed in a
past issue or
not.)

We are asking our readers to help complete our
list of 50 states. If you are traveling to one of
the states listed to the right, please take a copy of the newspaper with you and
photograph yourself somewhere in that state and send it to us with a paragraph or
so about your travels. We will print it in a future edition of ThumbPrint News and
will send you a complimentary copy. Or, if you have a friend or relative in one of
those states, send them a copy and let them take a picture and send it in.
We need high quality .jpg photos, which can be emailed to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
We would like to be able to say that we have traveled to all
50 states by the end of 2016! Please help us in our quest.
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Here are a few
interesting facts about Kentucky:
• Kentucky was named for an Indian word “Kenhtahkeh” that means "meadowland" or "prairie”.
• Kentucky was a part of Virginia until Virginia agreed
to part with Kentucky. On June 1, 1792, it joined the
union as the 15th state.
• Kentucky is officially named “the Commonwealth of
Kentucky”. It is one of four U.S. states constituted as
a commonwealth (the other three are Virginia, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts).
• Held every year since 1875, the Kentucky Derby is
the oldest continuously held horse race in the
country. It is held at Churchill Downs in Louisville on
the first Saturday in May. The race is a short distance
of 1¼ mile. The winning horse is draped with a blanket
of roses, coining another nickname for the race "The
Run for the Roses".

On Keewahdin Rd. 2 miles
west of the Birchwood Mall
Open thru late June

Annuals
Perennials
Flats
4” Pots
Hanging Baskets
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By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

May usually means things are warming
up, leading to picnics and outdoor activities.
It also means that it is time to start outdoor
projects. The outside of the house is just as
important as the inside. Siding, brick or stone
make our homes look attractive, but they
also adds protection from the elements. Over
time, brick can crumble, that low maintenance
siding starts to look dull or maybe you just
want a different look for your home. In any
case, there are numerous products to choose
from. Here are your options:
Slap Another Coat On It – The cheapest
way to update a look is to paint it. A coat
of paint can make old things look new, and
this is true for whatever is on the outside of
your home. Brick, wood, vinyl and metal
are all paintable with a good quality exterior
paint. There are a few things to keep in mind
when painting the outside of your home. Flat
paints hide textures and are ideal for rough
surfaces like brick. Glossier paints will show
textures more, but are more durable and easier
to clean. Vinyl siding is paintable, but the
color cannot be darker than the original color.
Painting vinyl darker will result in too much
heat being absorbed and cause warping and
buckling. Even though a paint can be selfpriming, sometimes you still need a primer.
Blocking stains and adhering to smooth or
glossy surfaces make primers necessary in
a world of self-priming paint. Last but not
least, sometimes it is just better to replace.
The Three Little Pigs – Nothing says
strength like brick. Brick has a feeling of
sturdiness and longevity that makes us feel
safe. It is certainly better than building a
house of twigs or straw. Today it is possible
to use either brick or stone to cover the
outside of your home. The colors and styles
are vast, giving you so many choices for your
home. There are even premade panels that
you just adhere with mortar for a quicker way
to achieve the same look. The downside is
that these are going to be a more expensive
route and require additional layers of metal
lath and mortar on the home. It is also harder
to change the look after it is done, so be sure
you know what you want before you do it.
A Cabin in the Woods – Nothing is more
classic than using wood for siding. It reminds
us of a simpler time, much like shows about
early American life on the prairie. Wood
siding options include fiberboard lap, cedar
lap, or various shapes and styles of log siding.

Cedar lap boards taper in thickness with the
thick side overlapping the thinner, which is
nailed in place. It gives you the pattern of
vinyl siding, but with a more old-fashioned
feel. Cedar is bare and should be coated for
protection, but can also be stained to add more
color. Fiberboard overlaps the same way, but
is thin and not beveled. Fiberboard comes
primed and ready to be painted or already
painted the color you want. Log siding has
a flat top edge to nail it in place, a notched
bottom edge to overlap, and either a rounded
or semi-rounded profile to give your house
a rustic cabin feel. The boards need to be
treated to protect them, but can also be stained
like the cedar lap.
Strong Like a Bull – If you like the look
of traditional siding, but want something
sturdier, steel siding is available. It works and
installs much like vinyl siding, but is stronger
and less likely to be damaged by debris from
heavy winds, hail, fire, or other strange life
events that we don’t want to tell our insurance
companies about. It also comes prefinished
in the color of your choice. You can have the
convenience of vinyl, but it is sturdier and
more easily painted, if you want to change
the color. It does cost more, though, and the
coating can potentially get scratched, leading
to a rust problem.
Vinyl Our Friend – Finally there is vinyl
siding. When it first came out, it offered an
alternative to aluminum siding that was also
easier to maintain. You only had to clean it
and it would last a long time. Now there are
new options when it comes to vinyl. There
is the traditional vinyl siding, vinyl made to
look like cedar shake, and vinyl made to look
like stone or brick. You can have the look
of stone or brick, with the ease of putting up
vinyl siding. It is also less costly than most
other options, while looking nice and lasting
a long time. Vinyl siding is limited as far as
painting, but changing the color can easily be
done by changing the siding.
I hope you enjoyed learning about your
options to protect and beautify your home.
There are more options than the ones I listed,
but this article covers the majority of the
options out there. This will give you some
info and allow you to choose the option
that is best for you. Have a safe month and
Memorial Day. Always remember to know
your limits and hire a professional when you
are out of your league. Next month I will be
discussing some basic plumbing knowledge to
help maintain your home.
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Auction 1: (In Blue)

LEFT ON RANGE TO GRISWOLD,
BUILDING ON THE NORTH SIDE OF GRISWOLD.

SAT. May 21st Sun. May 22nd

69

10am

4100 GRISWOLD

Auctioneers: Col. Ken & Col. Tim Snyder

Michigan Ave.

94

Range Rd.

GRISWOLD

4100 Griswold, Port Huron (Between Range & Michigan)

(586) 770-6868

69 E. TO 69 E. BUS. LOOP (EXIT 199)
BUS. LOOP TO GRISWOLD
TURN RIGHT
BUILDING ON THE NORTH SIDE OF

GRISWOLD.

2 TRUCK LOADS

of Unclaimed Storage from Major Moving Companies!
Plus some consignments.

Doors Open at 9am

12pm

Doors Open at 11am

Auction 2: (In Red)

SAT. May 28th Sun. May 29th

10am

12pm

Doors Open at 11am

Doors Open at 9am

Visit us on Facebook at Snyder Family Auction of Port Huron (More pictures of items to be auctioned will be available on FB after 5/12/16.)
THIS IS JUST A PARTIAL LIST!

Auctioneer’s Note: The unclaimed storage has not yet been
viewed by auctioneers. List is taken from inventory sheets.

Spinet Piano

Armstrong Flute

Furniture:

Lowery Organ

8 Drawer
Tool Chest

5 Drawer Tool
Chest & Air Tank

Tools:

One Ton Delta Drill Press
Chain Hoist & Air Tools

Delta lg. drill press, floor jacks,
sand blaster, welding equip.,
air compressor, chain falls,
shop vacs, met-lathe with tools,
reel air hose, lots of small tools,
gas cans, etc.

Sears
Sandblaster
240 Amp
Air Compressor

Electric
Hoist

Craftsman
Tiller & Seeder

C-175 Twin
Auto Kohler
Engine
3/4
Drive
Set

Queen
Sleeper
Sofa

King & Queen
Bedroom Sets
----Very Good Condition----

King bed sets, dressers, mirrors,
shelf units, futon bed, living room
sets, hide-a-beds, wood sofa set,
end tables, lamps, pictures,
dining room sets, rugs, tables,
console piano and Lowery organ
with benches, washer & dryer, TVs,
three door refrigerator.

Lawn & Garden:

Rototiller, lawn mowers, power
washer, g-hoses, hand tools,
glass top/metal patio set,
metal/wood park bench, lawn
chairs & grill.

Misc.:

Welding
Tanks

Dual
Recliner
Loveseat

Corvette and Harley items,
some sports cards, dishes, china
sets, vases, punch set, dolls, toys,
fishing gear, fans, speakers,
old cameras & much more!

Terms of Sale:

Bidding by number only. Must provide valid
drivers license. Payment by cash or checks only.
No out-of-state checks. No Credit or Debit Cards.
Nothing removed until paid for. Everything must
be paid-in-full and removed on the day of sale.
Auctioneers, clerks & owners are not liable for accidents, lost or
stolen goods. Auctioneers acting as sales agents only
and assume no guarantees or liabilities.

William Black
Lithograph
#623

10 cent
Magazines
1938

20 cent
Magazines
1963 & 1964

Solid Steel
Yard Art

Howard
Miller Clock

Old Lionel
Train Cars

Brass Lamps

ZIP
Battery
Scooter

2 1/4 Ton
Jack
5 Drawer
Tool Chest

Small
Storage
Bin
Arm Canes 16 Gal.
Wheelchair Shop Vac
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The 36th year of the Feast - first established 1980

On this Memorial Day weekend adventure (May 28 & 29), see more than
600 historic re-enacters bring alive the sights, sounds and smells or early
Michigan’s history, from the period of 1750 to 1850. Enjoy the tastes of the
foods and visit the many traders selling their goods of this period.
Free parking and round trip transportation by trolley between the SC4
(college) parking lot and Pine Grove Park (site of the Feast) is available.

On this day
in 1939, the

Batman comic book
debuts.
On this day
in 1519,
Leonardo Da Vinci,
artist, scientist and
inventor, dies.
On this day in 1666, Maryland bans

02.

03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.

commercial production of tobacco

for one year.

43

POOL & SPA

DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

Financing
Available!

Call NOW to book
your pool opening!

(810) 385-6063

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport, MI 48059

On this day in 1970, four
demonstrating Kent State students
are killed.
On this day in 1881, the Chinese
Labor Immigration Act is approved
by the U.S. Senate.
On this day in 1915, Babe Ruth hits
his first major league home run.
On this day in 1789, the
first U.S. Presidential
Inaugural Ball is held.
On this day in 1888,
syrup for Coca Cola is
perfected by Dr. John Styth of
Pemberton.
On this day in 1657,
William Bradford,

09.

pilgrim father who helped found

I am the

“Critter of the Month”

at ABC!

For All of Your
Critter & Pest
Control Needs

ABC

Plymouth Colony, dies.
On this day in 1933,
Nazi book burning takes place.
On this day in 1947, tubeless tires
are announced (Akron, Ohio).
On this day in 1932, Charles
Lindbergh’s son’s body is found.
On this day in 1918, the first U.S.
airmail stamp is issued.
On this day in 1948, the Nation of
Israel is proclaimed.
On this day in 1672, the first
copyright law in the U.S. is
enacted (Massachusetts).
On this day in 1990, Jim Henson,
Muppet creator, dies.

the

ig in
d
I
May r yard
you rubs?
for g

Call:

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

What
Happened
on this Day
in History?

17.
18.
19.

On this day in 1971, Stephen
Schwartz’s Godspell opens on
Broadway.
On this day in 1852, the first
school attendance law is passed

(Massachusetts).
On this day
in 1964, U.S.
diplomats find at least

40 secret microphones
in the Moscow embassy.
On this day in 1939, Pan American
Airways begins flights between the
U.S. and Europe.
On this day in 1832, the first
Democratic national convention is
held.
On this day in 1961, the first

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

revolving restaurant is dedicated

(Top of the Needle, Seattle).
On this day in 1873, Canada’s North
West Mounted Police force is
established.
On this day in 1974, Duke Ellington,
jazz great, dies.
On this day in 1901, the first Indian
motorcycle is built.
On this day in 1924, Congress sets
its first immigration quotas.
On this day in 1936, the maiden
place.

voyage of

RMS Queen Mary takes

On this day in 1830, the Indian
Removal Act is signed.
On this day in 1919, Einstein’s
“Theory of Relativity” is tested
during a solar eclipse.
On this day in 1971, Mariner 9 from
the U.S. is
launched for the first

Mars orbit.
On this day in
1884, the patent
for “flaked cereal” is
applied for by Dr. John
Harvey Kellogg.

31.
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In 1843, Edward Vickery bought land from Cummings
Sanborn and built a sawmill. The settlement was at first
known as Vickery’s Landing and then just Vicksburgh. On April 24, 1844, the
post office from nearby “Mack’s Place” was moved to the hamlet and Ed Vickery
became the postmaster.
“Mack’s Place” was the general store of ex-Detroit mayor (1834), and onetime sea captain, co-founder of the Detroit Free Press, and War of 1812 Colonel
Andrew Mack. Mack (1780-1854) bought a sawmill that had been built by
partners Meldrum and Park. When they built the mill, the creek was known as
Meldrum’s Creek. After they sold the mill to Andrew Mack, the creek was known
Andrew Mack, mayor of
as Mack’s Creek. As he ran the post office from his general store, Mack’s Place
Detroit in 1834, during
became a center of commerce for the area.
the cholera epidemic,
When Mack died in 1854, the post office was transferred to Vicksburgh. The
later represented Wayne
new owner of the Mack’s Creek house was George W. Carleton and the creek
County in the Michigan
was thereafter called Carleton Creek. Also named for Carleton is Carleton Street, Legislature.
which is the street the Wills Ste. Clair museum is on. It isn’t far from Mack Road,
named for Andrew Mack.
Because there was another post office with the name of Vicksburgh in Michigan,
in 1858, the name of the post office was changed to honor the wife of the man who
had taken over the sawmill, Nelson Mills. His wife’s name was Mary Mills, so in
1855, Vicksburgh became Marysville. Or so one version goes. Other sources list
the namesake for Marysville to be Mary Wills, wife of C.H. Wills, at the time of
the incorporation of the village.
From 1853 to 1883, the area was engaged in shipbuilding and from around the
Marysville postmark
of 1886 shows that
late 1800s to 1919, was a lumbering settlement. And then C. H. Wills came along.
the name Marysville
C. Harold Wills (1878–1940) went from being Henry Ford’s trusted friend
precedes the Wills’ years.
and accomplice on Ford’s earliest cars, to the chief engineer of Ford Motor
Company during its formative years. More than just an assistant, his own ideas
helped bring Ford’s automotive ideas to fruition. Wills developed most of the
earliest innovations of Ford’s early models, including the planetary transmission
first used in the Ford Motor Company’s Model N.
Wills was a metallurgy expert and instrumental in vanadium steel being used

MARYSVILLE

Continued from Page 1
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also rent for your
Parties, Festivals,
Weddings, Fairs
& more!
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OIL
CHANGE $
SPECIAL

95*

ThumbPrint News

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville Tire & Auto * Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

(810) 364-4700
* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)
Expires 5/31/2016. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

291 Range Rd. in Marysville

Visit us Online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Find us on Facebook
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in Ford’s most successful model, the Model T. Wills also designed the Ford
logo, and designed all of the early models. Due to the success of the Model
T, Henry Ford didn’t want to make further changes, giving Wills less to do.
Invariably, he moved on from Ford in 1919, with $4 million in pensions and
patents and a desire to design an automobile using the latest technology.
At first, Wills planned on manufacturing just a superior automobile, but his
ideas expanded into a grandiose plan of building a model community where his
workers could live, a “worker’s Utopia.”. This community would be built close
to his production facilities. With this in mind, in 1919, Wills moved to an area
he had observed while sailing on his yacht, the area of Marysville’s present
location.
Wills’ model city was planned to include not only schools, churches and parks,
but also housing on lots “large enough to have a vegetable garden.” Lee and
Wills invested three and a half million dollars to build infrastructure, including
municipal buildings, playgrounds, roads and utilities. To accommodate single
men, there would be ten “community houses.” Each structure was designed for
sixty men. Wills called his community the “city of contented living.”
Wills and his family moved into a house at 128-9 River Road in Marysville,
although they continued to maintain a Detroit home at 8344 Jefferson.
As the Marysville Land Company, John R. Lee planned the incorporation
of the village and platted a residential area with
2,881 lots for worker’s homes. Also bringing
together the two settlements at Bunce Creek and
Carleton Creek, Marysville became the official
name as it was incorporated as a village in 1921,
before becoming
incorporated as a city
three years later in
The Wills’ factory under construction 1924.
in 1920
With a great deal
of celebration was laid in mid-November of 1919.
See MARYSVILLE Page 26

Mondays
Chili Dogs - 75¢
1/4# Hamburgers

$1.50

Toppings Extra
Beer Specials
Dine in Only

Tuesdays

. P

,
Expires May 31, 2016

The completed Wills’ factory in 1922

Wednesdays
& Thursdays

Wing Dings
40¢ a Piece Feature a Different
Sweet & Tangy BBQ or
Regular & Beer Specials
Special Weekly
Dine in Only

m
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Fridays

Saturdays

All-You - Can-Eat Fish

All -You-Can-Eat Fish

ALL DAY

w/Fries, Slaw, Roll

w/Fries, Slaw, Roll

$8.95

$8.95 All Day & Night
Chili Dogs - 75¢ 11am - 3pm
1/4# Hamburgers - $1.50 11am - 3 pm
Toppings Extra. Beer Specials. Dine in Only

Sundays
All-You- Can -Eat

Fried Chicken
w/Mashed Potatoes &
Gravy/Roll/Slaw

$8.75
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St. Clair County Library System Presents:
Pulizer Prize Winning Journalist
David Maraniss
Submitted Submitted by Mike Mercatante –
Community Relations and Friend Development
Coordinator

As part of the 2016 Michigan Notable Authors Tour, the
St. Clair County Library System is proud to present Pulitzer
Prize winning journalist and author, David Maraniss. Mr.
Maraniss will discuss his latest book, Once in a Great City: A Detroit Story,
on Tuesday May 31, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. in the Donald Dodge Auditorium of the
St. Clair County Administration Building at 200 Grand River, Port Huron. Preregistration is requested. To register, please go to: www.stclaircountylibrary.org
or call your nearest library branch.
David Maraniss, one of our nation’s most illustrious historians, has been
chronicling American life in the 1960s as told through sports figures (Vince
Lombardi in When Pride Still Mattered and Clemente), presidents (Bill Clinton in
First in His Class and Barak Obama: The Story), and everyday heroes (American
soldiers and protestors during the Vietnam War in They Marched into Sunlight).
With Once in a Great City: A Detroit Story, Maraniss, who was born in Detroit,
captures this great American city at its pinnacle. Detroit in 1963 reflected the
spirit of the entire country at the time, and its complicated past and future decline
could be traced to this era. Maraniss writes in the introduction:
“The story of Detroit was not just about the life and times of one city. The automobile,
music, labor, civil rights, the middle class—so much of what defines our society and
culture can be traced to Detroit, either made there or tested there or strengthened there…
It was a time of uncommon possibility and freedom when Detroit created wondrous
and lasting things. But life can be luminescent when it is most vulnerable. There
was a precarious balance during those crucial months between composition and
decomposition, what the world gained and what a great city lost. Even then, some
part of Detroit was dying, and that is where the story begins.”

It’s 1963, and Detroit seems on top of the world. The city’s leaders are among
the most visionary in America: grandson of the first Ford, Henry Ford II;
influential labor leader, Walter Reuther; Motown’s founder, Berry Gordy; the
Reverend C. L. Franklin and his daughter, the amazing Aretha; Governor George
Romney, Mormon and civil rights advocate; super car salesman, Lee Iacocca;
Mayor Jerome Cavanagh, a Kennedy acolyte; Police Commissioner, George
Edwards.
The time was full of promise. Cars, music, labor, civil rights—much of the
American dream was defined by this Detroit quartet. The auto industry was
selling more cars than ever before and inventing the Mustang. Gordy’s Motown
records had America dancing in the streets to Martha and the Vandellas, Mary
Wells, Marvin Gaye, Little Stevie Wonder, Smokey Robinson, the Temptations
and the Four Tops. Reuther’s progressive labor movement was rooted in Detroit
with the UAW. Martin Luther King delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech there
two months before he made it famous in the Washington march.
Once in a Great City shows, though, that the shadows of collapse were
evident even then. Detroit at its peak was threatened by its own design. Despite
the city’s insistence on developing “urban renewal,” unfair housing laws kept
communities segregated, labor struggles changed employment prospects, and
Woodward Avenue divided not just east and west but by “haves and have-nots.”
Yet, so much of what Detroit gave America lasts.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Born in Detroit, David Maraniss is an associate editor at The Washington Post.
Maraniss is a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and bestselling author of First in His
Class: A Biography of Bill Clinton; Rome 1960: The Olympics that Stirred the World;
Barack Obama: The Story; Clemente: The Passion and Grace of Baseball’s Last Hero;
They Marched into Sunlight: War and Peace, Vietnam and America, October 1967
and When Pride Still Mattered: A Life of Vince Lombardi, which was hailed by Sports
Illustrated as “maybe the best sports biography ever published.” He lives in Washington
D.C. and Madison, Wisconsin.
For more information about the book, visit www.DavidMaraniss.com or the
publisher’s website, www.SimonandSchuster.com.
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Melanie Duquesnel

Financial Survival Tips for New Grads

Graduating from college is a momentous event in
life. Congratulations on making it through all the
exams, late night study sessions and paper writing,
and the college style cuisine! Now you embark on
your next adventure – the tests of life. BBB is here
with a road map to help you navigate your journey.
Just in case no one told you, tests never go away;
they just present themselves differently. These top five financial survival tips
for recent graduates will help you pass your financial skill life test that will
secure both your present and future.
1.
Make a budget: Try out the advice from TIME Money; remember 5030-20 when budgeting and you’ll be on your way to financial success. Figure
out your monthly take home pay first. Out of that, fifty-percent should be set
aside for your “needs”, such as rent, utilities and groceries. Thirty-percent
should go toward debt repayment on loans or credit cards. Lastly, twentypercent can go towards “wants”, such as shopping and entertainment.
2.
Control your debt: You can get a handle on debt accrued during
college years by paying more toward high-interest debts and paying your debts
on time, so as to not allow them to add to your existing debt. Also, avoid any
unnecessary new debt, such as that new car, credit cards or new furniture.
Keep regular checks on your credit score, which can affect all aspects of your
life, including getting that dream job!
3.
Prepare for emergencies: Begin establishing an emergency fund by
setting the goal of having six months of expenses saved. Contribute part of
your twenty-percent toward emergencies, because they will be “wants” when
the unexpected happens.
4.
Prioritize your financial goals: You can never start early enough
when it comes to saving for retirement. Take advantage of employer offered
401k retirement plans and matching incentives. If they don’t or even if they
do, open a Roth IRA. Investing $5,500 a year in a Roth IRA from age 22 to
30 could leave you with a bounty of more than $1 million, according to TIME
Money.
5.
Save for fun: You worked hard to graduate and land a job and there
is no reason for financial responsibility to stop you from having some fun.
Saving part of your twenty-percent for “wants” as funds for a cool road trip or
European adventure is a sensible way to be able to splurge without getting into
financial trouble.

794-5678 if you have rascally raccoons!

All of these tips can be done with further ease by having your bills,
retirement plan contributions and “wants” funds automatically transferred out
of the account your paycheck is directed to. If you don’t ever see the money
in your account, you won’t think of it as an option for spending. You’ll get
used to living on what remains in your account after the withdrawals, and the
choices you make today won’t cause you financial harm in the long run.
Also, if numbers just aren’t your friend, you can always seek out help from
a financial planner, but check with BBB before you take your finances to just
anyone. BBB has lists of trustworthy financial planners, tax preparers, auto
dealers, loan companies and banks that can be right at your fingertips online at
bbb.org/detroit. You can also call us at (248) 223-9400.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business
Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local
marketplace through its business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting
www.bbb.org.

1-586-727-7753

customerservice@superiorheatcoolgeo.com

10% off Full-Year Super Maintenance Plan!
Call to schedule before June 1st, 2016
On Call and After Hours Emergency Service

$200 off Installations
on new equipment
Financing Available
1-800-770-9903

customerservice@superiorheatcoolgeo.com

8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI 48063
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Do You Want
Relief from
Plantar Fasciitis?

What is it?

Plantar Fasciitis is pain in the bottom of the foot and heel originating from
the ligament connecting the heel to the front of the foot. The ligaments in
the foot act like shock absorbers and support the arch of the foot, but
when an issue arises in the ligaments, a person can experience a great
deal of pain from walking. The pain, which can occur in one or both feet,
usually ensues first thing in the morning or following long periods of
inactivity, but prolonged activity can also cause inflammation and stiffness.

What are the Complications?

If the problem is ignored, chronic heel pain can develop, which may
change the way a person walks, resulting in the issue spreading to the
legs, knees, hips and back. Steroid injections weaken the plantar fascia
ligament, increasing the possibility of a ruptured ligament. While surgery
is an option for some, it does carry the risk of infection, bleeding, reaction
to anesthesia, as well as nerve damage.

What Can You Do?
CALL US! We use a specialized foot therapy program. This is a safe
way to overcome your pain quickly and get back to a normal lifestyle the longer you wait, the worse the problem will get.

FIRST TIME AVAILABLE IN ST. CLAIR COUNTY

Get Relief Today.

Call for a $49 Consultation and Examination.

1-810-420-0801
• Medical Referrals as Needed
• Pain Relief
• On Time Appointments
• Sports and Injuries

• Easy Payment Plans for
Those With or Without
Insurance

Chartier Rd.
American Chiropractic Medical Services
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Funny Mom

By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Contributor

S. 3rd St.

As a woman who did not get the mom
DNA, I am constantly fascinated by
people who choose to spend their time in
motherhood. Over the years, I have watched
numerous friends make their way through
this neighborhood and have come to one
conclusion: it’s beneficial to have a variety
of unique skills.
One, I think it might be helpful to loosen
up your standards for clean clothes and
a clean house. From my undocumented
observations, too many of the clothes that
my mom-friends wear during this time
consistently have mysterious smears on
them, typically near the shoulders and upper
arms. I also couldn’t help but notice that
most of their homes have the same type
of trail going from one room to another,
consisting of piles of tiny little shirts and
small washcloths. Those items seem to be
going to or coming from the laundry room.
I never really could figure out the direction
of that fluffy trail.
But, actually, now
that I think about it,
I don’t think that new
moms see that they
are wearing a stained
shirt or the house is
in a permanent state of
clutter. Most of the times
my mom-friends are either
holding their little one, staring
directly at that precious face, or
their eyes are closed with their
heads resting against one of
those piles of tiny shirts and
small washcloths. Either way, they don’t
care about the clothes on the floor or their
stained shirts.
Second, it seems to be helpful to fake
hearing loss during the teenage years. My
one friend has three daughters, and when
I visit her home, it seems like one of her
daughters is trying to contact my friend on
one of her many portals every five minutes.
Given that 99% of the reasons for the contact
do not classify as an urgent matter, I think it

would be helpful to fake a little hearing loss
and not answer every beep, ring or alarm.
But, if your conscience won’t let you do that,
maybe turn the volume down ever so often
for at least five minutes.
Third, I think it might come in handy
for some moms to keep a bite guard within
reaching distance. I have several friends
who have adult children in relationships
with people who, shall we say, miss the
mark. More accurately, the people their
kids are dating aren’t anywhere near the
relationship dart board to even come close
to missing the mark in the first place. Both
of these moms report that when the children,
now adults mind you, actually confess
to the ills of the relationship, they want to
give immediate and detailed instructions
to permanently end the relationships. But,
instead they bite their tongues to be good
listeners and allow these fairly new adults
the room to make their own decisions,
silently hoping, of course, they eventually
do make the right choice. The thing is, my
friends tell me about these tense discussions
with regularity, which makes me think their
tongues are in rough shape. Given that the
FDA probably hasn’t approved a
prosthetic tongue, that’s why
I’m thinking the bite guard
may be the way to go.
Maybe tape it to your
cellphone so it is
always handy.
Actually, I think all
of these mom-skills can
fall under the very broad definition
of patience. It seems being patient is what
my mom-friends are doing when they take
the call every five minutes from a cranky
teen, or when they stay quiet while listening
to their twenty-something child. And isn’t
that the real talent mom’s have – knowing
when to act and knowing when to be still?
How you moms know how to do that is
beyond my reach. So, all I can say is those
that can, do, and those who can’t, watch
with admirable thoughts. Happy Mother’s
Day to all the moms who know just what to
do - or, not to do.
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621 Chartier Rd., Suite B,
Marine City, MI 48039

Call for an
appointment today,
I want to help!

KEEPING YOUR HOUSE COOL IN THE
SUMMER AND WARM IN THE WINTER!
Dr. Elra A. Morgan
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SPECIAL!

SLIPS $1400
FOR PONTOON &
CENTER CONSOLE
BOAT OWNERS.
WHILE THEY LAST.
B DOCK ONLY.

Transient Area

Spend the Summer with Us!

NAUTICAL
FLEA MARKET
MAY 28 & 29
10-4 EACH DAY
DETAILS &
RESERVATIONS
810-794-4448

We invite you to experience one of
Michigan’s finest boating destinations.
Our full-service ‘lifestyle’ marina has all
the amenities you would expect from
the best. Whether you plan to stay a
weekend or dock for the entire summer,
you’ll feel right at home.

810-794-4448
WWW.ALGONACHARBOURCLUB.COM • ALGONAC, MICHIGAN

“CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS OF BOATING FUN!”

VOTED BEST MARINA ON LAKE ST. CLAIR
• Convenient location
by water or car
• Seasonal well rentals
& overnight guest
dockage
• Over 350 boat slips;
100 transient boat slips
• Heated pool with hot
tub for adults
• Heated kiddie pool with
splash zone
• Beautiful landscaping,
gazebos & picnic areas
• Recreational facilities
include basketball,
volleyball, horseshoes,
playground, doggie run

• Gas, diesel, premium
fuel, pump-out
• Accommodations
for large groups &
boat clubs
• Full service, boat hoist
& 50 ton lift
• Wireless, satellite TV,
24-hour security
• Well maintained
restrooms, bathhouses,
laundry & facilities
• Exclusive VIP Member
Discount Fuel program
• Full schedule of fun
events for entire family
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Taco Tuesday
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32 Years of
Excellence

505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079
Boaters
Welcome

810-329-7118

Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar
Celebrating 180 Years!
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1+1=3

The New Math of Relationship
By John Vincent Senkus
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Because of the sometimes conflicting
relationship aspects that our gender
differences can bring, John Gray stated
that “Men are from Mars and Women are
from Venus”. But, here on earth, those
differences are around for a good reason!
The role of gender plays an intricate part
within loving relationship—regardless
if the union is the traditional male and
female, or if it is one comprised of the
same sex. Either way, “masculine”
and “feminine” traits and energies
always exist, influencing the interplay
and expectations of each partner.
While there are many relationships
operating at higher levels of emotion
and understanding, there are still many
indoctrinated with old standards and
outdated beliefs that create barriers to
emotional intimacy and inward growth.
In spite of how we feel about our gender
“gaps”, there is no longer justification
to question, complain or wish it any
different. That really doesn’t change
anything. It’s better to understand and
honor these differences, and to find the
best possible way to operate as a cohesive
unit within their boundaries.
As you review the following examples
of gender tendencies, keep in mind a
few things: These distinctions are based
on the aggregate, so they may or may
not be reflective of your own specific
individual traits. Everyone is their own
unique person and will express varying
degrees of typical gender attributes.
Also, the same tendencies within each
of us may vary in intensity from one
point in time to another. In addition, our
upbringing, spiritual and religious beliefs,
backgrounds, social interpretations and
values can all play a part in strengthening
or weakening the following inclinations:
1. In communicating, women use
conversation to listen, express feelings,
work through ideas, establish intimacy
and feel connected. For men it is a
vehicle for problem solving, moving
from point A to B, and making decisions.
2. Because men tend to be less
emotional and emotionally available,
intimate relationship commitment is
typically more difficult for men versus
women.
3. Women are usually more attachment
and intimacy oriented versus men who
are geared more for separation and

autonomy. Men tend to have a pattern
of pulling away after being intimate, but
after a period of being less close, will
retract back.
4. Generally in sexual relations,
men are more biological and physical,
focusing more on the act than on
intimacy. Women on the other hand are
more psychologically and emotionally
driven, concerned more with intimacy
than the physical exchange.
5. Because women overall are more
emotionally capable and better in
tune with their feelings, they are more
emotionally dominant compared to the
physical dominance normally inherent to
men.
6. Men tend to be more competitive,
while women are usually more
cooperative.
7. Women are more intuitive
based, and men are more factual and
information oriented.
8. Because men historically have
been more dominant, they are more
predisposed to be inclusive, thinking
in terms of “I”. Women are inclined to
think more in terms of “us”, because
historically they have been gatherers—
gathering food, children and articles for
the home.
9. Women are more apt to remember
details, recalling whole conversations,
tones, expressions and emotions. Men
on the other hand typically remember
highlights, focusing on the information
important to them, and filtering (tuning)
out the rest.
10. When it comes to problem solving,
men are likely to “retreat into their
caves” to figure things out by themselves.
Women are more disposed to gather
others into the problem solving process,
involving their spouse, family or friends.
11. Because women are more intuitive,
their decision process is usually slower.
They are likely to mull over their
emotions and thoughts more carefully,
allowing time for their intuition to
discern all their gathered information
and feelings. Since men are much more
factual and data driven, they tend to
arrive at decisions more quickly.
12. Overall, men seek out selfesteem through independent respect and
admiration from others, while women
desire to be liked and included more so
by those close to them.
13. When asked to provide help,
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women are inherently nurturing, offering
emotional support and strong feelings of
empathy and a listening ear. Meanwhile
men offer up suggestions, advice, and
solutions.
Separately, each of the above
dissimilarities may not seem like much—
but accumulatively, they have been
known to cause plenty of relationship
heartburn. However, as relational growth
is more likely to occur within differences
than sameness, look at these “contrasts”
as opportunities to challenge your
paradigms and open up new possibilities
for expanding your views. Overall,
these seemingly opposing qualities add
to the balance of intimate relationship,
not take it away. Each difference, from
each gender, can either be a strength or
a weakness—depending on when, how,
and to what degree it is applied. Any
of the listed characteristics, no matter
how positive, can become a weakness
when done to an extreme. The tough
macho guy demonstrates many good
qualities, but lacking emotional depth
and sensitivity means he will go through
life superficially. A man being too
sensitive may find it difficult to stand
up to the demands of the world, hence
minimizing developing his own true
character because he lacks the courage
and strength to be himself. A woman
who is too needy from an emotional
standpoint may lack the self-esteem and
confidence to grow as her own person,
being too dependent upon obtaining this
nourishment through others. The woman
who gets lost in the characteristics of
extreme competitiveness, excessive
self-esteem (ego), and losing herself in
her career, then loses contact with her
softer and more intimate side, robbing
her of the deep connection to her true
feminine spirit. The examples are many,
yet the result is the same: Minimized
potential. But, when these differences
meet in a positive and creative way,

couples become stronger by learning and
applying the “best of both worlds”.
The expanding role of today’s woman
and man has brought about a melding
of many traditional functions and
characteristics. As women have taken
on many of the customary male roles
(jobs, career, toughness, competitiveness,
etc.), and men are performing more of
the conventional female roles (raising
kids, household chores, preparing meals,
being more emotionally aware, etc.)—
the polarity that once defined the sexes
has evolved. Having emotional intellect
and depth doesn’t take away from a
man’s masculinity, just as a woman
having a career and mental toughness
doesn’t take away from her femininity.
Of course there will always be distinct
masculine versus feminine energies. Our
“evolution” as a species is not meant
to make a man more like a woman, a
woman more like a man, or to move into
a unisex or diluting direction. Quite the
contrary. It maximizes the opportunity for
each gender to reach their next level by
assimilating the strengths and essences
of their partners. This synergistic
integration can bring out the virtues of
both sexes, each being equally strong,
and each having proportionately valuable
contributions to offer.
There is an old Navajo saying, “When
we do not agree, perhaps it is because
none of us sees far enough. People living
on opposite sides of a mountain rarely see
the land the same way until they meet at
the top.” The psyche between sexes will
always have different roots, but when
exposed to the broader rays of higher
perspectives, the dichotomy of gender
duality melts away.
Thanks for reading! Please send any
questions or comments to 1and1equal3@
gmail.com.
In our next column, we will examine
the Law of the Harvest applied to
relationship.

Five Kroger Kitties Still in Need of Homes.

Little Debbie

Ginger Snaps

Keebler

Sugar Snaps

at (810) 794-5678 for a wasp treatment!

These kitties have
been crated for quite
some time. Please
will you give them
a loving home?

Corn Pops

Visit www.thumbprintnews.com/past-issues for more info in the March & April issues of ThumbPrint News.

Page 17

Department of Veterans Affairs’ Millage

RENEWAL

Election Day
Tuesday, August 2, 2016
www.sccvet.us

Here’s the Facts...
Is an existing .10 Mills levy on taxable real and personal
property.
Is permitted by Michigan Public Act 214 of 1899 and
Public Act 192 of 1953.
Is funding that directly goes to providing ancial aid to
veterans and their families.
Is funding that provides ancial support for administration of
the St. Clair County Department of Veterans Affairs.
LJ-0100329785
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11 am – 7 pm
9 am – 6 pm

Electric Fireplaces
and inserts

10%
OFF

$400 FREE

10 am – 4pm

$200

IN STORE
SAVINGS

PLUS

ENTER TO WIN A
FREE FIRE PIT TABLE
With purchase of any unit.

$100

- Mail-in Rebate

Coal Stoves

15% OFF

FREE
SET
UP!

PLUS
1,000 lbs. of

FREE COAL
with purchase

515 SOUTH MAIN ST.

Family
owned
and and
Family
owned
operated
for for
operated
over
15 15
years
over
years!

www.seheatmor.com

Almont, MI 48003

1-866-259-6172

Just minutes north of Romeo!
1/4 Mile SOUTH of
Downtown Almont
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Gas Logs & Glass Burners

(810) 794-5678 before you have a dryer fire!

Fireplace
Doors
FIREPLACES & STOVES

10% OFF

SAVE
15%

SAVE
15%

Up to

Wood &
Pellet
Units

Ambiance Intrique
Gas Fireplace
& Inserts

SAVE
10%

$300
OFF
with on-line
coupon

SAVE
10%
Gas Products

DAYS

SAVE
10%
Wood
Products

SAVE
15%

Gas & Pellet
Products

Instant
$150 Rebate

15%
OFF

SAVE
10%
Wood
Fireplaces
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LAPEER

Continued from Page 1

purchased, later returning with his wife
a month after Alvin Hart moved to the
area. While Hart was building Lapeer,
White began forming Whitesville, which
was located in the western section of
today’s Lapeer - at the time a swamp
separated the two settlements. The man
responsible for Lapeer was a Democrat,
while the Whitesville creator was a
Whig - political tensions began almost
immediately. In order to ensure a
settlement experienced long-lasting
success, obtaining the county seat was
a great way to bring new settlers. Since
Lapeer already held the county seat, the
next order of business was a building
to practice law in, which ignited the
courthouse war.

Lapeer County Courthouse today

Both men desperately wanted the
courthouse in their settlement and quickly
began making strides to increase the
likeliness it would happen. Hart’s first
attempt to achieve construction rights in
the lower village where he owned a large
majority of land was sabotaged by White.
The Whigs offered to provide a courthouse
for free, if it was built in the upper section.
In order to make sure he would still be
considered for the government building,
Hart matched White’s offer to donate
the courthouse, if it was erected in his
desired location - once the framework
was standing. Hart requested to be
compensated for his work, but this was
denied by a citizen vote. Following Hart’s
partial construction, White renewed his
offer to provide a courthouse, which was
accepted. Chester Hatch began designing
the county building for White in 1839;
it was finished and open for business in
July of 1840. The modest courthouse was
located on the hill at the corner of Genesee
and Main Streets, only costing a reported
$450 to be constructed.
After Hart lost his chance to secure
the courthouse in Lapeer, he continued
his career in politics. In 1842, he was
named Lapeer Township supervisor, a
position he held for seven years; a year

later he was elected as state senator for
the sixth district, which encompassed
Lapeer, Genesee, Oakland, Saginaw,
Tuscola and Shiawassee Counties, as well
as the whole Upper Peninsula. Although
Hart was busy with his multiple political
ventures, he never gave up hope that one
day he would be responsible for building
the Lapeer County Courthouse. He saw

to read online today!

for the time period. The first business in
the new building was the naturalization
ceremony for the newly elected Judge
Hart, which took place on April 5, 1847.
The same year, Hart filled a vacancy in
the State Senate, which was caused by
the death of a former senator - Hart was
awarded the position for the full term
in the 1848 election. After a few years
passed, Hart began looking at
ways to recoup some of the money
he invested in the extravagant
government building, which went
to vote in 1851, with the citizens
denying the purchase for $4,500.
Two years later, Hart and the
people came to an agreement of
$3,000.
In October of 1861, Hart took
time off from politics and enlisted
in the war effort. He was first
lieutenant of his company before
being promoted to captain in
Old picture of the Lapeer County Courthouse
1863; Hart served in the Civil War
his opportunity during the 1845
until February 1865. With Hart finally
legislation period when a bill from
securing the home of Lapeer’s political
the State House was introduced to
business, he continued to take positions in
give local government the power
a variety of ranks. Hart left Lapeer in 1868,
to raise taxes to pay for county
and moved to Lansing, where he became a
buildings - prior to the bill this was
member of the common council. Two years
only possible by a vote from the
later, he was elected as a representative for
people. Lead by White, the Whigs
Ingham County in the state legislature. It
began objecting to the bill, but what
was around this time that Hart experienced
they didn’t realize was funding was
another great accomplishment in his
quickly working its way through the political career when he secured the
chain of commands - by the time
funding to move the state capital to
the Whig party realized what was
Lansing. Alvin Hart passed away on
happening, the bill was already passed.
August 22, 1874, and rests in the Mt.
As the weather began to break in
Hope Cemetery in Lapeer. With White’s
the spring of 1846, work was already
building no longer needed as a courthouse,
underway,
it eventually
even though
became Lapeer’s
funding wasn’t
high school, before
agreed upon
it burned down in
because Hart
1876. It was around
believed
this time that Hart’s
he would
courthouse was
eventually
removed from its
receive
original location
compensation.
and shifted a mere
The same
80 feet to the
year, Hart
south to be placed
became the
on top of a brick
first judge in
foundation at a
Rear entrance of couthouse
Lapeer County
cost of $900; during
to be elected to a four year term. Hart’s
this move Lapeer’s
courthouse was constructed at the corner
opera house became a
of Court and Nepessing Streets and the
temporary courthouse.
county agreed to rent the building for $1.
It was reported that
The structure was beautifully designed by
in the late 1890s,
Norman Davis and was fashioned from
the courthouse
white pine at a cost of $10,000. As the
and property were
year 1846 was coming to a close and an
in rough shape,
agreement to use Hart’s courthouse in
which was partially
place, all the furniture was moved from
attributed to cattle
White’s building to the new courthouse;
grazing on the
the Greek revival structure was constructed grounds.
with a three-tiered dome on the opposite
Throughout the
end of the front entrance, which was rare
thousands of cases
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that have
passed through
the historic
courthouse,
one of the most
prominent
took place in
1913, which
ruled on the
constitutional
legality of a state law
A.N. Hart
allowing mentally
disabled individuals to be sterilized. A
plaque honoring the case, which was
struck down because it was deemed
unconstitutional, remains on the front
portico; this case was upheld by the
Michigan Supreme Court in 1918. With all
the history of this unique building, it may
be hard to imagine that the demolition of
the building was considered in the 1990s
in order to make room for a parking lot
because funding was coming up short to
restore the structure. Finally, after a 20year effort to raise $1.5 million, the funds
were collected and the work took place
in three stages; the exterior, interior and
bringing the heating, cooling and electrical
up to date. The settlement White laid out
is now known as Piety Hill and resides
west of Lapeer’s business district - the
area holds 29 buildings constructed in the
1800s, and became a historical community
in 1984.
Today the 170-year-old courthouse
remains in beautiful condition and stands
as a reminder of how far Lapeer has come
since Alvin Hart’s first visit in the 1830s.
The building holds the prestigious claim of
being the oldest courthouse in the state of
Michigan and one of the 10 oldest in the
country. Adding to its impressive list of
honors, the structure became a Michigan
State Historic Site on September 17,
1957, before being added to the National
Register of Historic Places on September
3, 1971. The famous landmark was the first
building in Lapeer County to be added to
either list. Despite how much times have
changed throughout its years of existence,
the courthouse has remained mostly
unchanged and survives as a glimpse into
the rich history of Lapeer and the men who
made it possible.

Thumbs Up
To Seniors
MARITIME
TRIVIA
Courtesy of
The Marine Art
of J. Clary

No one correctly answered
question #29.

Be the first to correctly answer
Question #30 and you could
win a J. Clary collector print!

Question #29

Where did the name of the
coffee company
“STARBUCKS” come from?

Answer to #29:

The Starbucks’ name was
derived from the book Moby
Dick as the captain’s First
Mate was named "Starbuck".

Maritime Trivia
Question #30
What was meant by
“starting”?

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com
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The JENKS FAMILY and the HURON MILLING CO.
of HARBOR BEACH

By William Easton
ThumbPrint News Contributor

Harbor Beach, which boasts the “the largest man-made fresh water harbor”
has had several profitable businesses over the past century and a half. The family
name most associated with those varied enterprises was Jenks. The Community
House, with its wall of murals depicting local people and events, stands on ground
donated by George J. Jenks and his sister Anna Belle Jenks Scranton. Since 1920,
it has provided space for a theater, gym, library and assorted activities, including
Christmas pageants. George J. Jenks, owner of the Huron Milling Company, the
community’s largest employer, inherited both business acumen and public service
dedication from his father and grandfather.
Jeremiah Jenks, one of eleven children born on the Vermont side of Lake Champlain,
Jeremiah Jenks
moved with his family to the New York side and then to St. Clair County, Michigan, in
1854. He invested in the abundant timber, moving north first to Lexington then further to Sand Beach, as Harbor
Beach was then known. On the way he built and managed Lexington’s historic Cadillac House. He organized several
companies. Lumbering, land sales and flour making were under the name of Pack Jenks & Co. After the first of two
devastating forest fires, he dissolved that company in 1876. He promptly began anew as J. Jenks & Co. with his son,
George W. Jenks, a wounded Civil War veteran, and other relatives. They expanded the flour business necessary
for the farmers’ wheat and grain crops that flourished after the fires. His mills also dealt in starch and gluten, a
wheat byproduct. Of course they had their own elevator and shipping dock on that favorable harbor. Later the name
changed to Huron Milling Company, headed by George J. Jenks. Other relatives of Jeremiah were employed locally
and elsewhere. Jeremiah demonstrated his public service by being elected to the state senate and becoming a delegate
to the Republican national convention. Employing most of the townspeople, Harbor Beach became the epitome of
the 19th century company town (as envisaged by Henry Ford for Dearborn.)
Jeremiah’s grandson, George J. Jenks, was one of the founders of the private community, Harbor Beach Resort
Association, shepherding special legislation for it in 1896. He was
an engineering graduate of Michigan Agricultural College (now
Michigan State University). Huron Milling was one of the first to
finance a research department. Their food products were sold to
the government during WWI. Later the company branched out,
manufacturing machinery used by others in the food business. He
put his son, Jeremiah Van Buren Jenks, a Yale graduate, in charge
of the “R & D” with the task of seeking other ways to diversify.
According to a soy website, the company was the first American
producer of monosodium glutamate (MSG) and made several
See THE JENKS FAMILY Page 23

Harbor Beach Milling Co., circa 1920s, photographer unknown, courtesy of Flickr
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Thumb Birds Home
to Roost?

By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

It is that time
of year when
most Thumb Birds either have already
made the long trek back to Michigan
or shortly will be doing so, if they still
spend part of the year in both states.
I am a Thumb Bird, but not really a
snowbird in the traditional sense of the
word. Most people when they hear
the word “snowbird” picture someone
from a cooler climate, such as that
that we have in Michigan, who heads
somewhere warm for the colder winter
months, and usually doesn’t return until
spring firmly arrives back in their home
state.
Myself, I love Michigan and I love
Florida. There are reasons I prefer each
one over the other, and am in a fortunate
place in my life where I can spend about
equal time in both. However, rather
than hibernate all winter long in Florida,
I would prefer to spend four to six
weeks in one state and then head back
to the other, alternating all year long.

Oh, I know there are those who say
Florida is way too hot and humid in the
summertime. I won’t argue that there is
a lot of drippy weather in June, July and
August. But, being the beach lover that
I am, these are my favorite months to
be in the Sunshine State. The beaches
are less crowded, it is easy to drive from
place to place and the ocean water is as
warm as a bathtub. For those of you
not yet planning on spending months in
Florida, but who may want to consider
a beach vacation here, I suggest you
consider coming in the summertime.
It couldn’t be more perfect – and
everything is cheaper! You won’t have
to wait in line for an hour or more at
some of the more popular attractions or
seafood restaurants. If you are flying,
there are great summer rates available.
Everything just calms down and moves
at a slower pace in the summer months.
Besides, any place you step inside, the
air conditioners will be turned up high
enough to remind you of winter back in

Michigan! Anyway, I won’t be heading
back to Michigan until mid-May, but
I have plans to be back once again by
mid-July. Anyone want to join me? Try
it; you might actually like it! Just don’t
tell too many people or we won’t have
the beaches to ourselves!
Editor’s note: If you would like to
join our Thumb Bird group, the only
requirements are that you live or have
lived in one of the nine counties that
ThumbPrint News covers (Genesee,
Huron, Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland,
St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola or Wayne)

and that you now spend either part
or all of the year in Florida. We get
together once in winter in Florida
and once in summer in Michigan to
socialize and enjoy a wonderful pot-luck
lunch together. If you are interested,
please send your name, addresses
in both Michigan and Florida, and
your phone number in both places to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Once
we receive that information, we will
welcome you to the Thumb Birds and
send you an invite to our next gettogether in late summer in Michigan
(date not yet established).

J

owett
Funeral Home

Funerals as
Unique as
Your Life

and Cremation

Service

1634 Lapeer Ave. 57737 Gratiot Ave.
Port Huron
New Haven
810-985-5123
586-749-9585
Kenneth L. White
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com Alan R. Jowett
jowettfamily@comcast.net

Owner/Manager

Manager
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THE JENKS FAMILY, Continued from Page 21 products with vegetable protein. Unfortunately, with the aging of father

and son, and no one in the fifth generation to carry on the family business, Huron Milling was sold to Hercules
Powder in 1956. That company had prospered during the wars with its sales of explosives to the government. While
continuing in the food business, Hercules itself had some corporate changes and was sold in part to G.D. Searle. The
Skokie, Illinois, pharmaceutical company had produced such products as “Metamucil”, the protein filled diet laxative.
One of its chemists had discovered a sweet substance, “Aspartame”, while licking his fingers during another
mixture. Searle encountered much difficulty in obtaining government approval for what he called “NutraSweet”, a
sugar substitute. Because of complaints both here and abroad, a grand jury conducted an investigation about possible
ill effects, such as brain tumors, cancers and allegedly as many as 92 other symptoms. No results were published.
With the political “muscle” of Donald Rumsfeld, its CEO while between important government
appointments, approval for use in food and soft drinks was obtained in 1983 and the patent
expired in 1991.
Aspartame, made from amino acid (L- phe) was produced in Harbor Beach, according to
litigation filed by a supplier in 1987. Of course by the time of the controversial government
approval, Huron Milling was no longer active in the community. Monsanto then produced
NutraSweet. The Searle name was retired by a subsequent owner, Pfizer. Now a Dow company
manufactures insecticides there, and Harbor Beach is on a Michigan list of places where asbestos
exposure could cause mesothelioma. The “safe harbor” remains a place of refuge for both
commercial vessels and personal crafts from the always potential Lake Huron storms.
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SPRING SOGGINESS MAY CAUSE SEPTIC TROUBLES.
Winning Social Security Disability at the First Step
Attorneys Bieske & Alfonsi
file as FAST, or FASTER than all other firms.
Most importantly, they do it RIGHT.

www.ssdfighters.com

Their clients win the majority of their cases at the first
step. In recent years statistics show that the average person wins less than 1/3 of
their cases at the first step, and, if you don’t win at the application stage, it could
be years until you receive benefits.
They interview you, and unlike other firms, an actual attorney immediately
files your application. Over 70 pages of documents must be completed during
the application process. Often an answer given on one of the multiple confusing
forms is actually used by the government to deny your case, not just on the first
step, but in later appeals. The firm does the paperwork for you, with forms
forwarded to your doctor to bolster your case as well as follow-up with the
government to determine case status. Winning results in up to thousands of
dollars in monthly benefits and early Medicare coverage.
Attorneys JB Bieske and Jennifer Alfonsi have been winning the vast majority
of their cases at the application level and beyond. They have 46 years of
combined experience in only Social Security disability matters. They have won
over 7,000 cases resulting in over $5 million for their clients last year alone.
Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi offer free phone or office consultation and will
promptly inform you if they can make a difference at the application stage.
If you have filed on your own and been denied call immediately.
The firm has won the vast majority of their appeals. No fee charged until after
case is won.
Bieske and Alfonsi are very familiar with local judges and have offices
located in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties and Flint.

1-800-331-3530 for a FREE CONSULTATION

Atrium Cafe & Ice Cream Parlor

Now Offering
Beer, Wine & Spirits

’

www.atriumcafe.net

Email:manager@atriumcafe.net

1519 Military St., Port Huron, MI

DON’T
FLUSH &
FORGET!

GRANTSMITH
LOCAL INDEPENDENT HEALTH INSURANCE AGENT

Since 1978

OBAMACARE ENROLLMENT
and

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

call… (810) 984-1373
www.grantsmith.com

“

”

2916 Pine Grove Ave. at I-94
One Building North of Rite-Aid / Port Huron
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Luxury
Bath

Mobility

Company

Large Selection
Carpet & Vinyl
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Enjoy Mobility . . .

And at a fraction of the cost!

Going on Now!
LINOLEUM • VINYL • TILE

CARPET • HARDWOOD • AND MORE

WE DO WINDOW
TREATMENTS!

GUARANTEE

Draperies • Vertical Blinds
Pleated Shades
FREE ESTIMATES

Carpet One Floor & Home
promises you’ll love the
way your new floor looks
or we’ll replace it for

FREE!
See store for details.

BIERNOT’S CARPET ONE

Mon. - Wed. & Fri. 9:00-5:30
Thurs. 9:00-8:00
Saturday 9:00-3:00

810-982-3794

1605 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

Walk-In Showers

• Total Bathroom
Remodeling From
Start to Finish
• One-Day Bath
Remodeling
• Full Line of Safety
& Accessibility
Products
• No Mess
• No Demolition

Labor AND Material
for
Mobility Products
See store for details.
Expires 5/31/16

Walk-In Tubs

Making homes beautiful and accessible
for Blue Water seniors for over 10 years!
1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • (810) 385-1700
1.800.ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
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PR O M

PGA Collision
Call PGA for a FREE inspection today!
Saturdays by Appointments!

SPECIALIZING
IN RV REPAIR
MON-FRI 8 AM - 5 PM
pgacollision@comcast.net

CUSTOM CUT GLASS - WALL MIRRORS - STORM DOORS & SCREENS - REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS - MIRROR CLOSET DOORS - NEW FREE MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE

FOGGY HOME WINDOWS?

BUY ONE DOUBLE PANE GLASS ... GET ONE -

50% OFF*
*MATERIAL ONLY, LABOR EXCLUDED.
Not valid with other offers, some restrictions apply.
Expires: June 30, 2016

CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS
& ENCLOSURES

10% OFF*

By: David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Recently, while attending an event,
a woman I’ve known for a number
of years, but had not seen for some
time, approached me. She indicated
during our conversation how she
reads ThumbPrint News each month
and enjoys reading my column
because it reminds her of her own
past experiences. I mentioned to her
that my intent often is to do just that
– to make the reader think of another
time when, possibly, life was a little
simpler. That is the focus of this
month’s essay.
In the past I have explored “the first
time” in this column – my first car, my
first bike and other firsts in my life.
I wouldn’t bore you with all of my
“firsts” and am certainly not prepared
to share some with you. But, with
prom season soon upon us, I thought
I’d recall how my first prom was
several decades ago.
Much of my memory will often take
me back to my teen years while I was
trying very hard to find a satisfactory
level of maturity while attempting
to grow up in Algonac. Some of
that maturity, or so I thought, was
in regards to my dating life, which
was never as extensive as I thought
it should be. Some of the girls,
obviously, didn’t recognize the real
opportunity being presented to them.
Oh, well.
First, allow me to explain for any
and all younger readers of this column,
a formal dance then was nowhere near
what you might imagine it to be and
certainly not what it is today. Proms
of the twenty-first century are fairly
elaborate affairs where you will find
designer dresses, stretch limousines
and expensive gatherings following the
main event. Teenagers today devote
months to planning and preparing for
this important night.

STONE CHIP REPAIR

$29.95

RETAIL IN SHOP

*MATERIAL ONLY, LABOR EXCLUDED.
Not valid with other offers, some restrictions apply.

Not valid with other offers, some restrictions apply.

Expires: June 30, 2016

Expires: June 30, 2016

New Baltimore
31285 23 Mile Rd.
(586-)598-2200
www.HendersonGlass.com

at (810) 794-5678 if you’re going batty!
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At Algonac High School in the 1950s
we had two annual prom-type events
– the “J-Hop” organized by the junior
class and the “Band Hop,” a fundraiser
sponsored by the school’s band. Both
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were held in the gymnasium.
Probably the most difficult aspect
of preparing to attend one of the
“Hops” was mustering enough nerve
to actually ask someone to be my
date. It was sometimes agonizing to
consider that someone might reject my
request. I can recall how it took days
of emotional preparation and mental
word structuring even before I made
the telephone call. I surely would not
have asked her in person for fear of
how embarrassed I would be if she
said, “No.”
How the guys readied for the big
dance was much different than it is
now. There was no renting of formal
wear. Except for attending church,
that’s what a suit was for. And, of
course, the ordering of a wrist corsage
was required, with my mother’s
assistance. That required another call
to my date to ask the color of her dress
so the f lowers would match; thanks,
again, for my mother’s wisdom and
guidance.
As for a limousine as transportation,
I couldn’t even spell the word nor
had I ever seen one. We all drove our
own cars or, if we were really lucky,
dad’s much better automobile. Prior
to our 16 th birthday when we didn't
have a driver’s license, we depended
on parents to get us there and back.
Doesn’t that sound romantic? Yes,
you’re correct; it does not and was not.

Today many kids will find
themselves at upscale restaurants
following the prom or, in some cases,
attending a catered “after-glow” party
at a country club somewhere. I’m even
aware of some extending well into the
next morning. For me and many others
in the middle of the last century, the
conclusion to our evening was at Sid’s
or Henry’s. I can recall one year, prior
to when I was able to drive, being
among four couples that walked the
few blocks to Henry’s restaurant for
dinner and waiting for our parents to
retrieve us at the end of the occasion.
As I think back to that other time,
I don’t believe I would exchange
any of it for what now exists. It was
a simpler time, less complicated
and not as confusing. It was a
time of relationships rather than
competitiveness. It was a time that
memories are made of for me and,
I’m confident, for others. And, for
the woman that inspired this story, I
sincerely hope it brought back some
recollections of a pleasant time gone
by.
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The company name was C.H. Wills & Company. Wills spent
1920 planning and building his factory (and village),
meticulously working out every small detail. While the
C.H. Wills and Company factory was fully built and fully
operable for manufacturing automobiles by January of
1921, the first car didn’t roll off of the assembly line until
later that spring in March. Wills was committed to having
his auto be as fine an auto that could be built, even if it
cost six times as much as the Ford Model T (which it did).
The name of the car would be the Wills Ste. Claire,
with Wills being for the founder, C.H. Wills, and the Ste.
Claire for Lake St. Clair, either for the river or the lake,
or the county which was where Marysville was located.
C. Harold Wills in the
Wills added the “e’s” to St. Clair because he thought it
Marysville factory
looked classier.
The 1921 and 1922 Wills Ste. Claire were the first cars to have a pedal
to switch from bright to dim headlights, and back-up lights that went on
automatically when the car was going in reverse. The Wills was probably the
first to have a fan to cool the engine that would use a fan clutch to shut off when
not needed with an electric fuel pump, and a pressurized cooling system. The
generator and fan were driven from the gear case, eliminating the need for a fan
belt.
Other Wills Ste. Claire innovations included an automatic spark advance, and
a single unit starter generator system. It was known as the “Molybdenum Car”
for the metal that Wills used all through the car, a metal he helped develop.
Precise bevel gears cut down on the engine noise.
The Wills car was produced for less than seven years. It was one of the most
admired autos ever produced, but unfortunately was not profitable. There were
many reasons for this. One reason was that the perfectionist Wills stopped
the assembly line to make on-the-spot improvements. The well-made car was
another expensive luxury car in an age when Peerless, Packard, Pierce Arrow,
Lincoln, Cadillac, Duesenberg, Cord, Auburn and many other car companies
were manufacturing luxury automobiles.
In 1929, the factory was used by the Buhl Aircraft Company to build airplanes
which would be tested at the Packard Proving Grounds in Shelby Township. In
1933, Chrysler Motor Company bought the former Wills factory and re-tooled
it to be used once more for auto

MARYSVILLE

Continued from Page 11

Kingsley 92526 - 2,330 Square feet

All these Models are on Display on
Dove St. 1/2 Mile East of Range Road.
Fast, Efficient, Quality Stick-Built Construction
Less than $55/Square foot - Set Up

The 1925 Wills Ste. Claire B-68 Town Car

Kingsley 92574 – 1,512 Square feet

Kingsley 92544 – 1,296 Square feet

Roger Hamill
President

www.huronhomesllc.com

30 Years of Experience

Call Roger direct at

810-650-9023

1926 Wills Ste. Claire Roadster in the Wills
Museum

production. In the same year Wills started working for Chrysler.
Marysville, the “Dream City,” another Wills nickname the city still uses,
continued to grow. In 1901, a salt mine opened and the city became a link on the
Port Huron and Detroit Railroad. Morton Salt later built a plant in Marysville
and an area around M-29 and Gratiot Avenue with worker’s homes became
known as the Salt Block. For years a giant container of Morton Salt was a
Marysville landmark.
In 2002, the city opened a museum in honor of C. Harold Wills and the
Wills Ste. Claire. There is also the Marysville Historical Museum at 887 East
Huron Blvd. Marysville might not be a Utopia, but it is, as Wills said, a “city of
contented living.”
Editor’s note: Read more about Marysville, C. Harold Wills, and the Wills Ste. Claire
automobile in Alan Naldrett’s new book, Lost Car Companies of Detroit. Alan can be
contacted at alannaldrett@gmail.com . Also, ThumbPrint News’ own in-house writer,
David Odziana, highlighted Marysville and the Wills Ste. Claire in the February 2015
edition, which is still available to read online at www.thumbprintnews.com/past-issues.
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Launch your dreams with the largest
selection of pontoon boats on Lake St. Clair.
36355 Jefferson Ave. | Harrison Twp., MI 48045
(586) 307-3180 | www.wilsonboats.com

BENNINGTON

HARRIS

2016 # 21 SLX Premium | 21’ Pontoon
Boat | TRI - TOON | Yamaha 115 HP
4-Stroke | Premium Pkg. - Ski Tow Bar
Changing Room - Porta Potti | Rough
Water Pkg. | stk#35848 | ONLY $209*/mo.

2016 # 240 Cruise | 24’ Pontoon Boat
TRI - TOON | Mercury 150 HP 4-Stroke
Sport Pkg. - Ski Tow Bar | Changing
Room - Porta Potti | Polk Stereo - Jensen
Speakers. | stk#36057 | ONLY $249*/mo.

Life is Short, Boats are Cool!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE
LATEST OFFERINGS FROM
&

$

30,995.**

$

37,495.**

*W.A.C. .20% Down, 4.99 a.p.r.
** Plus Freight, Prep, License, Title, Registration, Tax & Options.
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Marguerite

Legend has it our company founder, Ken
Wilson, borrowed a rowboat and an
outboard motor to pick up his sweetheart,
Marguerite, off the banks of Island Lake to
take her rollerskating at the famous Blue
Lantern Dance Hall and Roller Rink. After
spending the evening cruising and
red hair, Ken made two important
decisions: to marry Marguerite, and to
enter the boat industry. He married
Marguerite September 22, 1945, and he
opened Wilson Marine Corp. in 1949. The
rest is history and dreams do come true!
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MAY “SPRING HAS SPRUNG” SAVINGS EVENT
SAVE

25% OFF!
ALL IN-STOCK
GRANITE

UP TO 40 SQ. FT.
OF 3 CM GRANITE

$

OVER

300

COLORS
IN STOCK

TAX & SINK INCLUDED!

Limited color selection. New Sales Only. See store for details.

SAVE 25%

ORDER BEFORE

FREE UNDERMOUNT
MAY 28
& LET BEDROCK STAINLESS STEEL SINK
PAY THE TAX! WITH 40 SQ. FT. PURCHASE
TH

New Sales Only. Expires 5/31/2016

New Sales Only. BR1 Model Only.

Expires 5/31/2016

REMNANT
MADNESS
ALL GRANITE
REMNANTS

PRICED $
AT

29/SQ. FT.
(pick up only)

1,888 all in!

FREE DELIVERY &
INSTALLATION!

ON BEDROCK BOND
LIFETIME SEALING
PROGRAM

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Expires 5/31/2016

NOW SERVING
YOUR AREA!

Genesee Macomb Sanilac
Huron Oakland Tuscola
Lapeer St. Clair Wayne
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SANILAC COUNTY’S HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND VILLAGE
By Gerald W. Nyquist
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Hugging the southern border of the village
of Port Sanilac along Highway M-25 rests
the stately Loop-Harrison mansion, a secondempire style 20-room edifice that has witnessed
over 140 years of local history. Now the home
of the Sanilac County Historical Society, also
on the property is an adjacent Barn Theater
and to the rear a budding historical village
comprised of multiple buildings rescued from
the wrecking ball.
Local historical societies are notoriously
poor as proverbial church mice, so how, one
must wonder, has this amazing tribute to county
history been possible? The fledgling Sanilac
County Historical Society was looking for
quarters to call home during the early 1960s,
coincidentally during the same period that
retired Captain Stanley Harrison wished to
make plans for his grandfather Dr. Joseph
Loop’s home.
Dr. Loop married Jane Maria Gardner in
1842, and they arrived in Bark Shanty (now
Port Sanilac) in 1852, residing in a pioneer
log cabin, subsequently in a clapboard house
and finally, nearby, the above-noted mansion
that was completed in 1875. Dr. Loop rode by
horseback or buggy around the county, tending
to the pioneers’ medical needs. The Loops had
one child, Ada Estella, who married Julius F.
H. Harrison, a merchant-turned-preacher who
ministered in the Thumb area. They inherited
the mansion. The Harrisons had two sons,
Stanley (1882) and Fred (1884), the latter who
became a medical doctor, while the former
spent 40 years on the Great Lakes and oceans,
retiring where he grew up, at his grandfather’s,
then father’s, mansion. Stanley, who never
married, donated the mansion along with seven
acres of land to the Historical Society in 1964,
for use as a museum, fulfilling his wish to
preserve Sanilac County history. He lived in a
small portion of the mansion until his death at
93 years of age. Both Stanley and his brother
Fred willed modest sums of money, held in
trusts, the earnings earmarked for maintaining
the premises. While many artifacts from around
the county have been donated to the museum,
the holdings are unusual in that Captain
Harrison not only donated the mansion, but
also its contents; thus the furnishings, pictures,
linens, clothing and most other items were Loop

and Harrison possessions original to the house.
The Historical Village was born as a
consequence of the United States’ 1976
bicentennial. To commemorate this milestone
the county’s historic Banner Log Cabin was
relocated to the Museum grounds. Deteriorated
from years of neglect, a meticulous restoration
was completed on time for our country’s 200th
birthday. Additional buildings from around the
county followed as the years passed. A carriage
barn was constructed from materials salvaged
from a donated cattle barn at Worth Township’s
historic Matthews Farm and a general store
was fashioned from a historic building moved
from the center of Port Sanilac. The one-room
Huckin’s School was relocated to the Village
from Lexington Township. These were the
first three acquisitions for the Village; several
others followed, including a railroad depot and
a beautiful church.
The Historical Society relies heavily on
volunteers to “keep the ship afloat.” Historic
buildings constantly cry out for maintenance.
The modest revenue from trust earnings and
yearlong fundraising events is insufficient
to hire contractors for all but work requiring
specialized skills. Furthermore, historic
buildings are expensive to heat. Memorable
yuletide experiences stem from the society’s
Christmas Victorian dinner fundraisers, truly
gala evenings with gourmet food served in
the mansion’s dining room, while the house is
beautifully decorated for the holidays. Other
events are scheduled throughout the year.
Visitors
are welcome
to tour the
museum and
village for
a nominal
fee from
late spring
through early
fall. Details,
The Loop-Harrison Museum
including a
calendar of events, are available at the website
www.sanilaccountymuseum.org. Visiting
the museum and village makes for a fun,
educational outing for the whole family.
Editor’s note: Dr. Nyquist is a retired
biomechanical engineer residing in Macomb
County and is a past president of the Sanilac
County Historical Society.

Mother’s Day Buffet

Prime Rib & Ham Carved Just for You!
Salmon, Shrimp, Chicken, Kielbasa &
Sauerkraut & Many More Dishes!

Sunday
May 8

tions
Reserva d
e
Suggest

*FULL MENU ALSO AVAILABLE
*SORRY NO CARRY-OUTS
OR SHARING BUFFET

1999/ADULT
8 /KIDS 10 & UNDER
$

$

at (810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!

99

810-385-9793

6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

y
p
p
a
H

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at

888-530-3426

$6,490*
For a limited time

Introducing the revolutionary new patentfrom the leader in outdoor wood furnaces.

.
.
.

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
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If you have an event in June that you would like
listed in the June issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by May
12, 2016. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in
this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we
apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town
to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

Huron

Bad Axe - May 7 & 21
Tip of the Thumb Dancers,

Tickets are a donation of $10 in advance
or $15 at the door and children 13 and
under are $8 in advance or $10 at the
door. Tickets may be purchased at the
Chesterfield Treasurer's Office or from any
member. For more information visit
www.chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Bruce Twp. - May 7
Womens' Retreat, Simpson Park

Huron County Senior Center, 150 Nugent
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Bring finger
foods and friends. Admission is $5 for
dances. On May 7 entertainment provided
by Lighthouse Three. On May 21, Armed
Forces Night, a potluck dinner will be held
at 6:00 p.m., followed by entertainment
from The Natural Tones at 7:00 p.m.
For more information call Jerry
at (989) 269-6348.

Camp, 70199 Campground Rd. This is an
inspiring day of retreat for women ages
18 and above, through worship, music,
Biblical encouragement, prayer and
fellowship. Cost is $25 per person. To
learn more or register, visit the website
www.simpsonparkcamp.org
or call (586) 752-3202.

Lapeer

Washington - May 7
Victorian Mother's Day Tea,

No events were submitted for
Lapeer County this month.

Macomb

Richmond - May 1, 6, 7 & 8
Crimes of the Heart, Richmond

Community Theatre, 69619 Parker St., 8:00
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. on
Sundays. Tickets: adults $17, seniors and
students $12. For more information
call (586) 727-9518 or visit
RichmondTheatre.com.

Washington Twp. - May 3, 5, 10,
12, 17, 19, 24, 26 & 31
Washington Twp. Woodcarvers,
57900 Van Dyke, 9:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00 p.m.
All woodcarvers are invited to come
and work at your own pace with other
gentlemen who enjoy the craft. Meets
every Tuesday and Thursday. For more
information call (586) 786-0131.

Chesterfield Twp. - May 4
Chesterfield Twp. Historical
Society's 20th Annual Pasta
Dinner, Chesterfield Twp. Senior Center,
47275 Sugarbush Rd., 5:30 p.m. ‒ 7:30
p.m. Catered by Mark Miller of Culinary
Expressions. Dinner includes two pastas,
salad, bread and homemade desserts.

Loren Andrus Octagon House, 57500
Van Dyke, 11:30 a.m. Hosted by the
Friends of the Octagon House. Cost is
$22 per person, $17 for members and
children. Reservations required. Menu
includes tea, scones with cream and jam,
quiche, finger sandwiches and desserts.
For more information or for reservations
call (586) 781-0084 or visit
reservations@octagonhouse.org.

Memphis - May 8
Mother's Day All-You-Can-Eat
Breakfast Buffet, American Legion

Hall, 34330 Bordman Rd., 8:00 a.m. ‒
12:00 p.m. We will also have special order
omelets, French toast and pancakes. $15
per couple, $8 per person, $5 for kids 6 - 12
and 5 years and under are free. For more
information call (586) 453-4966.

Richmond - May 9
"Looking for Laura: Place, History
and the Authentic Little House",
Richmond Historic Village schoolhouse,
36045 Park St., 7:00 p.m. Presented by
Michelle McClellan. Donations welcome.
For more information call Mary Ellen at
(586) 808-2953.

Memphis - May 11
55 and Up Night, Memphis Youth

to read online today!

Center, 34758 Pratt Rd., 4:00 p.m. ‒ ?
Enjoy a meal, friends and playing cards the
second Wednesday of every month. For
more information call Dave
at (810) 488-1294.

Harrison Twp. - May 14
12th Annual Clinton River Clean-Up,
Pride of Michigan Dock, 32041 South River
Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 1:00 p.m. The Anchor Bay
Yachting Association, with the support of
the Clinton River Watershed Council and
The Harrison Township Environmental
Committee, is looking for volunteers
(boaters and non-boaters) and boats to
remove debris from the river (logs and
other garbage). Everyone is welcome
to attend. A free lunch will be provided
when you return. For more information
call (586) 944-9334 or (586) 634-9641.

Harrison Twp. - May 14
Pride of Michigan Open House,

Pride of Michigan Dock, 32041 South
River Rd., 11:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. Tour
the Sea Cadets' ship, Pride of Michigan,
which includes a presentation of research
being done on the Great Lakes. For more
information call (586) 921-4092.

New Baltimore - May 14
New Baltimore Landmark Flag
Fundraiser, VFW Post 7573, 35011

23 Mile Rd., 2:00 p.m. Hosted by New
Baltimore Lions. Admission free-will
donation with affordable food and
beverages. Live entertainment and many
activities for all ages. For more information
contact Fred at (586) 873-9160.

New Baltimore - May 22
New Baltimore Interfaith Choir
Spring Concert, First Baptist Church,
52260 Washington, 2:30 p.m. For more
information call (586) 725-8051.

Chesterfield - May 26
Guitar Concert by Bill Russell,

Chesterfield Public Library, 50562 Patricia,
6:30 p.m. Bill has long been an area
favorite because of his regular stint at the
late Poncho's Mexican Restaurant. Free.
For more information contact Alan at
alannaldrett@yahoo.com.

Memphis - May 28
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions

Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. Cost is $10
per person. Snacks are available. Everyone
is welcome. Prize money will be awarded
to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. For more
information call Frank at (810) 392-3717
or (810) 543-1875.

Oakland

Pontiac - May 1
Kit Homes of the 20th Century,

May 2016
Oakland County Pioneer and Historical
Society, Carriage House, 405 Cesar E.
Chavez Ave., 2:00 p.m. Presented by
Ron Campbell, architectural historian
with Oakland County. Ron takes a look
at the kit homes constructed from 1890
throughout the 1940s, that were sold by
Sears, Montgomery Wards and Aladdin in
Bay City, Michigan. $5 admission includes
refreshments. For more information call
(248) 338-6732 or visit www.ocphs.org.

St. Clair

East China - May 2 & 3
Jewelry Sale Fundraiser by
SJRDH Auxiliary, St. John River

District Hospital lobby, 4100 River Rd.,
7:30 a.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m. on May 2 and 7:30
a.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m. on May 3. Jewelry is $5.

Pearl Beach - May 4
All-You-Can-Eat Perch Dinner,

Lega's, 9724 Pearl Beach Rd., 5:00 p.m. ‒
8:30 p.m. A portion of the proceeds goes
to support the Algonac-Clay Historical
Society. For more information call Paula at
(810) 794-9641.

Emmett - May 6 & 7
Emmett Lions Club Annual Yard
Sale, Emmett Lions Hall, 10830 Mary
St., 8:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Something for
everyone. For more information email
John at ljcog@aol.com.

Casco Twp. - May 7
Dinner and Bunko, Perch Point

Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner Rd.,
6:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. We'll have a Cinco
de Mayo menu and music. The menu with
be Mexican, but not hot. Cash bar with
margaritas and, of course, any of your
favorites as well. The top winners of
Bunko will receive cash. There will be a
door prize and 50/50 drawings. Everyone
welcome. $20 per person. For tickets or
more information call Barb or Ken at
(586) 725-2089 or (586) 876-2089.

Avoca - May 8
Mother's Day Breakfast
Fundraiser, Avoca Community Club,

5396 Kilgore Rd., 11:30 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m.
$7 for ages 11 to adults, $5 for ages 6 -10
and free for ages 5 and under. Breakfast
will be all-you-can-eat pancakes with
scrambled eggs and sausage. There will
also be a bake sale. For more information
call (810) 324-2257.

Avoca - May 12 - 14
Spring Fling Rummage, Craft and
Vendor Sale with Outdoor Flea
Market, Avoca Community Club, 5396
Kilgore Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. For
more information or to rent space
call (810) 324-2217.
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Port Huron - May 12
Council on Aging, Inc., Serving
St. Clair County, Annual Awards
Celebration, Black River Country Club,
3300 Country Club Dr., 8:30 a.m. Includes
breakfast and beverages. Reservations are
required and can be made by calling Jodi
at (810) 987-8811 or (800) 297-0099
before May 10.

Ira Twp. - May 13 & 14
Rummage and Bake Sale, St. Peter
Lutheran Church, 6745 Palms Rd., 9:00
a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. on May 13 and 9:00 a.m.
‒ 12:00 p.m. on May 14. We are accepting
donations, but please NO encyclopedias.
For more information or to set up an
appointment to drop off donations
call (810) 765-8161.

Marine City - May 13
Shop for a Cause Event, Good

Natured Gardens, 312 S. Water St., 7:00
p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. Light appetizers and
drinks provided. 20% of the proceeds will
be donated to the Beach FUN Raiser fund.
For more information or to RSVP call
(810) 765-4501.

Algonac - May 14
Algonac-Clay Historical Society
Spring Tea, St. Catherine's Activity

Center, 1103 Washington St., 11:30 a.m.
Theme will be "Victorian Hair Fashions".
Guest speaker is Julie Ballantyne Brown.
Tickets are $25 and include a delicious
lunch and prize drawings. For tickets or
for more information call Dovis at (810)
765-4610, Joan at (810) 326-0754 or the
Community Museum at (810) 794-9015.

Lecture, Wills Sainte Claire Auto
Museum, 2408 Wills St., 7:00 p.m. $5
admission charge covers the presentation
by author, Alan Naldrett, and admission
to the Museum. For reservations or more
information call Terry at (810) 987-2854.
Capac - May 19 - 21
8th Annual Capac Historical
Museum Quilt Show and Barn Sale,

Capac Historical Center, 401 East Kempf
Ct., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Sponsored by the
Quilters in Training Quilt Guild. For more
information call Patti at (810) 310-2114 or
Sharon at (586) 668-2175.

Avoca - May 21
Euchre Night, Avoca Community

Hall, 5396 Kilgore Rd., registration at 6:30
p.m., play begins at 7:00 p.m. Cost $25 per
couple or $15 per individual. Light meal
is included. Cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
highest scores. Door prizes. A grand
prize will be given to the player with the
highest total monthly scores at the end
of the season. For more information
call (810) 324-9433.

Capac - May 21 & 22
Blue Water Doll Club Show and
Sale, Conrad Community Center,
584 North Main, 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:30 p.m.
Admission $2. Children under 12 free.
For more information contact Helen
at (810) 310-1936.

Marine City - May 21
Beach FUN Raiser, Nautical Mile Park

Club, 5396 Kilgore Rd., 11:00 a.m. ‒ 2:00
p.m. Soup will be $6 per quart for either
creamy broccoli or chicken noodle. Call
(810) 324-2217 now to pre-order.

on Water Street, 10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m.
Come enjoy family fun, music, games, food
and more. This is a community-wide event
with proceeds going to the revitalization
of Marine City Beach. Wristbands are
$5 for children ages 3 - 12 years and are
available at the event or at the Mariner
Theater. For more information visit www.
beachfunraiser.com or call the Chamber at
(810) 765-4501.

Marine City - May 14
Marine City Chamber Spring
Flea Market, Kmart parking lot on

Port Huron - May 22
2016 Railroad Show and Swap
Meet, 500 Thomas Edison Dr., 10:00 a.m.

Avoca - May 14
Homemade Soup Sale Pre-order
Pick Up Date, Avoca Community

S. River Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. For
more information or for table rental
call (810) 765-4501.

St. Clair - May 14
Multiple Sclerosis Walk,

Riverview Plaza, downtown area,
registration at 9:00 a.m., walk at 10:00
a.m. Donations can be made online at
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/goto/
TeamJohnson2016 or at the walk that day.
For more information email Karren at
ksfrog319@yahoo.com.

Marysville - May 17
Lost Car Companies of Detroit

‒ 4:00 p.m. Admission $5; children 5 and
under free. Join us at the new Blue Water
Convention Center for a fun-filled day of
railroad displays and exhibits. For more
information call (810) 201-5513.

Port Huron - May 25
St. Clair County Family Historical
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115 Sixth

St., 7:30 p.m. Carol Bogan will present
the program "Adoption and Adoptee's
View Point" in reference to tracing family
history. Anyone interested in local history
or researching their family history may
visit our program as a guest or can become
a new member of the group. For more
information call (317) 600-7813 or visit

(810) 794-5678 We make mouse calls!
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/.

Marine City - May 30
Memorial Day Parade, downtown,
10:00 a.m. For more information call
(810) 765-4501.

Sanilac

Croswell - May 1 - September 30
Croswell Tagged Fish Contest,

Riverbend and Harrington Road Parks.
Participants may fish in both parks
and contest is open to all ages. Cost to
participate is $10, which allows you to fish
all summer. Prize money is $100. For more
information and to register visit online at
cityofcroswell.com or call (810) 679-3904.

Applegate, Carsonville, Deckerville
and Port Sanilac - May 5 - 7
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
8872 of Port Sanilac Annual
Poppy Days, Veterans will be on the

streets of these towns collecting donations
that go into the Post Relief Fund, which is
used solely to help hospitalized veterans,
widows and children of veterans and to
commemorate the memory of our departed
veterans. Please help by donating and
receive a poppy.

Port Sanilac - May 13
Home Dinner, Sanilac County
Historical Village and Museum,

228 South Ridge St., 6:00 p.m. This is the
first of our five home dinners. The theme
this year is "Pure Michigan". This dinner is
hosted by Jerry and Ann Randazzo and will
feature Southeast Michigan and Detroit.
Catered by Joy's Catering. Tickets $50 per
person for non-members of the Society
and $45 for members. Advance
reservations are required and seats are
limited. Call (810) 622-9946 for more
information or for reservations.

Sandusky - May 14 & 28
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley
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Bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and
friends. Admission $5 for members and
$6 for guests; $10 membership per year.
Entertainment on May 14 provided by
The Natural Tones and on May 28 by
Lighthouse Three. For more information
call Leola at (810) 657-9349 or
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Port Sanilac - May 15
Concert in the Museum Church,

Sanilac County Historical Village and
Museum, 228 South Ridge St., 3:00 p.m.
Tickets $10 for adults and $5 for children.
Tritone Paradox composes and performs
instrumental acoustic guitar/percussion
based music inspired by jazz, bluegrass,
country, folk, avant-garde and world music.
For more information call (810) 622-9946.

Tuscola

Vassar - May 19
Immigration Reform Discussion,

Bullard Sanford Library, 520 W.
Huron Ave., 6:00 p.m. Free admission.
Robert Najmulski, Eastern U.S. Field
Representative from Federation for
American Immigration Reform (FAIR),
will speak on refugee issues, open borders,
enforcement and sanctuary cities. For more
information visit http://www.fairus.org.

Wayne

Royal Oak - May 24
Free Day at the Detroit Zoo for
Seniors in Macomb, Oakland and
Wayne Counties, 8450 W. 10 Mile Rd.,

10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. Seniors in these three
counties 62 years and older and a caregiver
receive complimentary admission and
parking. The day features live music, tram
tours, a senior resource area and zookeeper
talks highlighting some of the Detroit Zoo's
senior animal residents. There will also be
a free Senior Day this fall on Sept. 7, 2016.
For more information call (248) 541-5717
or visit www.detroitzoo.org.

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00
p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Remanufactured/Compatible Ink and Toner You can now
fax requests to

(586) 441-5128
810-433-1613
Several Delivery Options Available $
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
cartridgeconnectionink@gmail.com

5 OFF

any purchase

of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink
valued at $20 or more.
One coupon per purchase.
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New

Construction - Remodeling - Home Improvement

Licensed/Insured
Senior/VA discounts

Management
Merchandise

Beer & Wine

810-329-3811
1204 S. Riverside

Office (586) 954-2708
Cell (586) 612-9069
www.PetrolereConstruction.com

35214 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586-725-2878

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

anchorbaybicycleandfitness.com

storage solutions

Great Gifts for Graduates!

Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

Spring Tune Up
Starting at $60

Gift Certificates Available!

Layaway for Father’
s Day!

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

We sell Schwinn, Trek,
Giant, Haro and GT
brands of bicycles.
Repairs on All Makes!

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

3 Great Locations!
Marine City
Port Huron
260 S. Parker
2422 Lapeer
810-765-4900 810-985-9100
Marysville
782 Huron Blvd.
810-364-4650

OPEN 24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK

Fresh and Silk Flowers For All Occasions

rden Of Peace
a
G
Open
Mon.-Sat.
10am-5pm
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s
t
rist & G i f

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

With Extended
Holiday Hours

Wedding Specialist • Dish Gardens • Balloons • Personalized Gift Baskets
~ WE DELIVER ~
810-877-2654 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039
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o
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With Coupon. Expires 5/31/2016.

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors • Shower Doors • & More

10%f
Ofthis
with ly
n

ad o
TPN

have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!

Call 810-614-8034
and let us know what you have.
We are looking for Annalee Christmas Dolls,
Feather Trees, Hallmark Ornaments & more!
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to prevent mosquitoes!
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For Sale

BOAT LIFT FOR SALE, 4,500 lb. Sling

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING
NON-ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER SOFTENERS • DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS • SALT DELIVERY
SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL
E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
E
W AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
C
T -O S
OMPLETE RASH UT PECIALISTS

RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
N
WE T IT
’LL
HAU
L IT

QUICK,CLEAN &THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

Boat Lift with canopy. $2,900. Located
5 miles north of Port Sanilac. Please call
(810) 622-0557.
BUSINESS FOR SALE, Complete woodworking shop, 5,000 sq. ft. with showroom,
200 ft. Main St. frontage. Old school set up,
currently furniture building and restoration.
Emmett, Michigan. Call (810) 384-1163.
CORVETTE, 1985. Only two owners!
Hate to see it go! Needs repairs and T.L.C.
Call Larry at (586) 256-3062 for more
information.

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

SINCE

PRODUCTS

1946

SOUND SYSTEM, Sacrificing a 1963

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

KINDE, MI

4900 N. VanDyke
989-874-4068

Between 22 & 23 Mile Roads

Avery Fisher (creator of the first highfidelity sound system) X-100 stereophonic
master-control amp (manual included)
with Sherwood S-3300 FM only receiver
with a Garrard turntable. All in a compact
wood cabinet. Includes 2 Technical Pro 12”
cabinet speakers. Serious inquiries call
Larry at (586) 256-3062.

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object,
person or a place for our readers to identify. If you think you
Summer Program Available:
know the answer, go to www.thumbprintnews.com and enter
*Early Pathways to Reading
your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct answer by
*Early Pathways to Math
the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly selected
For Rent
to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at
*Study Skills *One on One Tutoring
the end of the year! On December 16, 2016, one winner will
HOME RENTAL, Free to responsible
Call us at (810) 329-7800 - 1013 S. 7th St., St. Clair, MI
be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person
handyman in exchange for help in
will be notified.
Dorcas Dunker, MA Center Director
developing a farm, park, lake estate on
For our April contest, we asked
beautiful Lake Huron. North of Lexington.
our readers to identify what the
Includes a 10,000 sq. ft. outbuilding for
following object to the left is and what it was or is used
many uses; furniture crafting, R&D, etc.
for.
General
Call (586) 306-9440.
Of all of those submitting the correct answer (over
250 readers), Sherry Ray of Kimball, Michigan, was
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
randomly chosen to be entered into the year-end drawing.
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center
Sherry identified that these objects were rug beaters,
starting at $789 (inclusive) weekly.
is available for rental for all occasions.
housecleaning tools that were in common use until the vacuum cleaner became
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
affordable during the early 20th century. Carpets, rugs, clothes, cushions and bedding
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
questions or to book, call Sue at
were hung over a clothesline or railing and the dust and dirt were beaten out of them.
or call (586) 648-6168.
(810) 278-4395.
Typically made of wood, rattan, cane, wicker, spring steel or coiled wire, antique rug
Auto Parts
Help Wanted
beaters have become very collectible. Modern mass-production versions can also be in
plastic or wire.
HOUSE OF HEALING MASSAGE,
NEED AUTO PARTS? Reichle Auto
In parts of Central Europe, the rug beater was also a common tool for parents to
Massage therapist wanted for massage
Parts has a large selection of motors,
discipline (spank) their children, leaving a distinctive pattern
office in Romeo. Must have 2 - 3 years
transmissions, hoods, fenders, doors,
on the child’s buttocks. This particular form of punishment
experience. Have license and liability
patch panels and more. Open Mon. - Fri.
since the 1970s has rapidly grown out of fashion into
insurance. Call (810) 333-5111 for interview. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.
extinction, according to Wikipedia.
For our May contest, we are asking our readers what the
following objects, which are pictured to the right, are and
Call Today!
Starting
for what they are used. Remember if you know the answer,
at
(810)
go to www.thumbprintnews.com to submit it. Good luck!

14 25

$

794-2300

Page 34		
Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com

to read online today!

ZIMMER’S SALES & SERVICE

SUMMER MOWING
$ELL-ABRATION!

0% for 42 Months!
QTE7GEM42100
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Great Savings on STIHL®
Handheld Equipment

QTS708GEM50200

eXmark Quest Series
23 hp Engine
42” cutting Deck

eXmark Quest Series
23 hp Engine
50” cutting Deck

PROMO PRICE $2,699
OR $69/MO

MS 170
CHAINSAW

PROMO PRICE $3,999
OR $100/MO

LZE740GKA604A3

PNS740GKC604A4

eXmark Lazer Series
27 hp Engine
60” cutting Deck

eXmark Pioneer Series
27 hp Engine
60” cutting Deck

PROMO PRICE $8,999
OR $277/MO

PROMO PRICE $6,999
OR $176/MO

$

15995

“I’m glad I went with the 170 - the
price and reliability are
outstanding.”
-user prutsmanbro93

FS 38
TRIMMER

$

12995

“I couldn’t be more happy with the
product. It fired right up, runs
strong and is effortless to
operate.”
-user Smitty44

Hwy.

Stop weeds before they start
with our pre-emergent
and contact weed kill.

CALL NOW FOR PRICING.

Depend on straight answers
and professional advice from
out knowledgable staff.

EXCLUSIVE
RETAILERS

Get top-quality STIHL
products at our network of
servicing Retailers

$

13995

“This blower is very reliable, has
good power and is pretty darn
tough. Best investment you can
make in a hand blower.”
-user Kendall13

MM 55 STIHL
YARD BOSS

$

34995

“I love this tool. I was very
surprised at how much power it
has. It doesn’t bog down and
doesn’t jump around like other
tillers. I will not buy from
anything but STIHL from here
on out.”
-user Streetgide

FREE

EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONALS

Mon. - Fri.
8:00 - 5:30
Sat.
9:00 - 2:00

BG 50
HANDHELD
BLOWER

BG 56 CE
HANDHELD
BLOWER

$

16995

“Makes quick work of grass,
leaves and debris. Absolutely the
best blower I’ve ever owned.”
-user jack56

FS 56 RCE
TRIMMER

$

21995

“Reliable and tough with
Easy2Start™ and ease of
handling thrown in. It’s a
combination that’s hard to beat.”
-user jack65

WHEEL KIT
WITH PURCHASE

PARTS AND
SERVICES

We have what you need to
keep your STIHL running at
peak performance.

Hwy.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
Timothy Everett Smith, born August 27,
1959, to Harmon and Elizabeth (McCobb)
Smith in the Detroit, Michigan, area is seeking
to renew contact with his family. Shortly
after moving to St. Petersburg, Florida, he lost
contact with his siblings, sister, Kathy Smith
Young (who last lived in Algonac) and brothers,
Mike, Howard and Harmon. In addition, he has talked
about a niece, Theresa, and nephew, John.
A bit of history on the man that I know as Tim Smith:
Tim joined the Navy in 1976, and served active duty
for three years in Puerto Rico and Vieques Island and
then the USS Nimitz, followed by six years in the Navy Here is a picture of homeless veteran,
Reserves. After his service, he and his parents moved Timothy Everett Smith, who is searching
for family members in the area.
to Harsens Island for several years, where he cared for
them until both parents passed away. Guilt has burdened him over the years, feeling that he
could have done more to help his parents – especially his mother. To this day, he cries when
speaking of her and how she broke her hip and suffered complications.
Tim worked for Bluelake Frame and Tire in the Mt. Clemens area for six years, where he
worked on car and truck tires and for Kmart’s Produce Department for several years.
In 2005, he moved to St. Petersburg with a friend and worked several positions in the
produce departments of grocery stores.
In 2009, Tim became homeless and began living on the streets of St. Petersburg. I met
Tim at the Salvation Army Homeless Café in 2009, where I volunteer several times a week.
Knowing him for seven years, I have found him to be a gentle, intelligent and caring man.
He spends most days at the library and especially enjoys history books. He visits my church
every Sunday, where many have befriended him and enjoy his company.
Recently, Tim was hospitalized in serious condition and underwent surgery. It was during
a visit with him at the hospital that he expressed an interest in trying to reconnect with his
family. The phone number he has for his sister Kathy is no longer good, and my attempts to
find family on Facebook have not been successful.
Currently, Tim is living at the St. Vincent de Paul, Center of Hope for Veterans and
has been receiving treatment at the Veterans Hospital in St. Petersburg. His condition is
improving, although he weighs only 90 pounds.
His desire to reconnect with family is genuine in that he doesn’t want anything monetarily
from them; he simply wants family.
Please contact Mary Metzger at (727) 420-6542 if you have any information that may
help Tim reconnect with any of his family members.
Mary Metzger, St. Petersburg, Florida

CASINO DAY TRIPS

Dear Editor,
I hope this note finds you well. I am a reader of ThumnbPrint News and enjoy many of
the articles/columns. I wanted to let you know that I have thoroughly enjoyed the columns
written by one person in particular, Patty Kubic. I’ve read all of her columns and every time
I read one it always resonates with my life. She has a wonderful, positive attitude and her
column always leaves me thinking. She is a gifted writer; I really enjoy the diversity she
provides in all her columns. They make me laugh, smile and also help me get perspective in
life.
I just wanted to acknowledge her talented, expressive writing ability. I am continuously
impressed and moved by her contributions to ThumbPrint News.
Keep up the good work!
Sincerely, Jeanne Yasso
Good Afternoon Thumbprint News Crew,
My name is Holly from St. Clair Lumberjack Building Centers. First and foremost, I
wanted to say you guys do a great job with making ThumbPrint News monthly. At our store,
we enjoy reading them every month - always learning something new from each city that is
the topic for the month, not to mention the support.
I would like to make a request for another word search. Our store enjoys having teams of
two race to get them done the fastest. Plus, they are more challenging than the average word
search.
Thank you for your time!
Holly Menzies, Lumberjack Building Centers

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060

Tulip Festival
$69/
person

May 10TH
Includes Lunch, Veldheers Tulip Farm,
Tulip Time Tour and Windmill Island

May 11TH & 25TH MAY 4TH & 18TH
$
$
25/PERSON
25/PERSON
$25/
PERSON
DEPART PORT HURON AT 9AM.

DEPART PORT HURON AT 9AM.

The Final Farewell Tour

June 5TH 1PM show $49/person
Depart Port Huron 11AM.

Luxury Tra

nsportatio

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full
list of events on our website.

n

to reserve your seat call or visit

Find us on
Facebook!

810-982-RIDE

www.982ride.com
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OPEN 7 DAYS:

Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattress Stores

North Store

South Store

Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

Fort Gratiot
Next to Staples

810-385-6530

MON. - SAT. 10-8 P.M.
SUN. 12-6 P.M.

