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Unscrupulous Sharpshooter?

(586) 725-6190
By Laura Irwin
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

U.S. in 1846. Interestingly, the home,
which is still standing today, was built right
s a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d , w e a l t h y on the Native American trail (now known as the Ann
businessman and inventor, who was Arbor Trail) that was running through the center of the
considered the most accurate shooter in the country Berdan family property.
Not only a master marksman, he was also an
from 1846 to 1861, it’s no wonder Hiram Berdan was given
permission by President Abraham Lincoln to recruit and lead as inventor, engineer and military officer. He had over 30
Colonel of the Union Army’s 1st and 2nd U.S. Volunteer Sharpshooter patents to his name, ranging from machines to automate
bread production (used during the Civil War to
Regiments during the Civil War.
make Army bread and hardtack), to a submarine
Hiram was born in Phelps, New York, on
gunboat, a torpedo boat, a repeating rifle, a musket
September 6, 1824, but moved to Plymouth,
ball, long-distance range finders and a collapsible
Michigan, with his family in 1830. His father, John
lifeboat, to name a few. (The collapsible lifeboat
Berdan, and mother, Hannah Eldred – both buried
patent was never developed.)
in Riverside Cemetery, Plymouth, Michigan
Hiram became a wealthy man through his patents
– built their home on a 160-acre farm in 1833,
and inventions, giving him more clout when he
where Hiram spent years perfecting his shooting
approached President Lincoln at the beginning of
skills and participating in shooting competitions,
Berdan house in Plymouth,
eventually being named the top marksman in the Michigan, as it stands today the Civil War with the idea of forming sharpshooter
Berdan Sharps
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By Realtors® Don & Barbara Alcorn

Taking My Daughter to Poland
By Roger S. Laske, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
n September and October 2014, I took my daughter, Deborah Laske, to visit
family in Lublin and Krakow. But first I wanted to show her the wonderful
sites of our beautiful ancestral country that I had visited four times before. We
would tour the lower half of Poland on this trip. Utilizing a tour guide in Warsaw
from Ancestral Attic, Magda, we spent three days visiting the sights of Warsaw:
Wilanów Palace, Lazienki Park and Palace, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and
Old Town. I had arranged to meet two authors of articles for our Polish Eaglet
for dinner: Robert Strybel and Grzegorz Krupinski and his daughter, Martina
(Tina), who is studying biotechnology at the University of Warsaw.
When the three days were over, we met with a different tour guide from
Ancestral Attic, Ewa Pęklaska, for the rest of our Poland visit. Ewa even stayed
with us while we visited our family in Lublin, Strzyzewice and Mętow and acted
as our guide, driver and translator. Our itinerary started with visits to Nieborow,
Łodz, Lowicz, Czestochowa and Jasna Gora Monastery.
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As I write this column in the beginning of June, I am anxiously stayed at a hostel where the
awaiting the fact that Michigan can return somewhat to normal on June family lived on the top floor
22. I say “somewhat” because who knows what the following months and the floor underneath
will bring and if the COVID-19 virus will reappear in a more toxic was shelter for their farm
strain, requiring additional restrictions down the road. I certainly hope animals. Totally surrounding
not.
this village were the snowThe one thing I am most looking forward to (besides the obvious of covered Alps. We took a
not having as many people come down with COVID-19) is the freedom trolley up to the top of one
to travel once again. What are some of your favorite places that you mountain where there was
have visited? Or what is on your bucket list for future places to travel a small café and mountain
to? ThumbPrint News would love to hear what you have to say and will goats and sheep everywhere.
print some of those comments in a future edition of the newspaper. In the I remember washing my hair in a picturesque mountain stream. Boy, was
meantime, I will share with you some of my favorites in both categories. that cold! I would love to go back there again and, hopefully, in the 50
First of all, let me share with you some of the places that I have years since that trip, it wouldn’t have changed too much. (Unfortunately,
traveled to in the past that were my all-time favorites – places that I hope I will bet that it probably has.)
I can someday revisit.
Although there are many other places that I have traveled world-wide
When my children were younger, my husband and I traveled with that remain such wonderful memories, the last I am going to share is
them to Alaska. Our route getting there was atrocious – the plane left a trip to Grenada. It was one of the first cruises that we took to the
from Detroit, stopped in Cincinnati, Ohio, on to Houston, Texas, then Caribbean islands. Of six or more island stops, Grenada was my favorite.
to the State of Washington and finally landing in Anchorage, Alaska. Rather than staying in the port and shopping the day away, we hired a
The reason for the awful route was that we had received vouchers local cab driver to take us on a day tour of the Island. It was one of the
from an airline for a previously best decisions we made on that cruise. He knew everything about that
overbooked flight and that was island and practically every villager who lived there.
the only route at the time that
We stopped at local farm stands and sampled fresh coconuts, papaya,
they had from our starting city bananas and some tropical fruits that I don’t even remember. We saw
and our ending destination. I trees growing so many spices, such as cinnamon, nutmeg, mace and
believe we were a total of 24
more. Nutmeg and mace are different
hours in the air. The only good
parts of the same seed. (Grenada is called
thing about the flight was going
The Spice Island.) Just like how I will
over Mt. St. Helens in the state
remember the pure air of Alaska, I will
of Washington.
always remember the spicy scents that
Mt. St. Helens
However, even though the flight was not ideal,
were prevalent everywhere on Grenada.
Alaska was more than I had ever
The culmination of our day’s journey
expected – from the pristine beauty of
took us to a local beach where monkeys
Mace on the outside,
the land, to driving up Mt. Denali, seeing
were playing in the trees. Ah, what memories!
nutmeg on the inside
moose, elk, bear and more, and having
Now to my future bucket list. I would really
almost 24 hours of daylight. (We were
love to visit every country in the world at least one time. Surely I
there in July and the sun just started to
wouldn’t like each of them enough to go back, but I know there would be
set each day, but just as it reached the
some that would standout forever in my future memories. Unfortunately,
horizon, it would start to rise again.)
there are more countries in the world than I have years left to explore
Shopping and fishing at 3:00 a.m. just
them.
didn’t seem real. Also, my expectations
My biggest want is to travel to Poland. It almost happened a few years
were that Alaska would be freezing, but
back, but then fell through. Since COVID-19 hit, travel there has not
in July and in the areas we traveled, it was in the 80’s, except when been an option. My direct-line ancestors helped to settle the area around
driving up the snow-covered mountains. The air smelled so pure that I Poland called Sliwice and it is my desire to travel there and walk the
will never forget that scent.
areas where I know they resided. One of the cover feature articles in this
A second trip and location that I will never forget was Innsbruck, month's paper has just fueled my desire all the more.
Austria. That was a long time ago – when I was only 18 and traveled
Travel opens your heart, broadens your mind, and fills your life with
to Europe after my high school graduation with my best friend. It was stories to tell. Start now. My goal is to leave this earth someday with
summertime and the quaint village was like a picture postcard. We many, many memories, not a list of goals left unfulfilled.

PLEASE SHARE YOUR JOURNEY WITH US!

graphics by freepik.com

With many of the restrictions of the past 18 months being lifted and
travel opening up, we’re hoping some fearless travelers will consider
taking along a copy of ThumbPrint News and photographing
themselves holding it at a point of interest for that location.
Whether it’s for business or pleasure, close to home,
out-of-state or a different country, it’ll be new to
those of us who haven’t been there.

Calling All Animal Lovers!
Join the

Pet Ph to Challenge
TPN readers and pet lovers alike can
send a photo or two of their favorite
animal posing with ThumbPrint News.
HELP US BUILD A PERKY, QUIRKY
MENAGERIE OF LOVEABLE PETS TO
SHARE IN THUMBPRINT NEWS WITH
ALL OUR READERS.

freepik.com

– Diane Kodet

Submit good quality .jpeg
photo(s) to

ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and
include a few sentences about your
photo. When your photo(s) appear in the
paper, we will be sure to send you a
complimentary copy, so please include
your full name and address with your
submission. Make sure to have a copy of
ThumbPrint News appear in your photos.
We Do Not Share Your Personal Information.
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Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the
correct answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be
randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful
surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 13, 2021, one
winner will be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the
lucky person will be notified via email.
For our June contest, we asked our readers to identify what
is the name of the object pictured to the left and for what is it
used. Of all of the many readers submitting the correct answer,
Marie Deplae of Clinton Township,
Chicken and Egg Interesting Facts:
Michigan, was randomly chosen as
• Chickens are born with only so many eggs in their June’s winner. Marie identified the
systems. They will not lay eggs until they die, but, object as an egg cup used to hold a
soft-boiled egg.
rather until they run out.
• Hens talk to their chicks through the shell.
• Some breeds lay eggs daily, some every other day,
some once or twice a week.
• Hens will lay eggs whether or not they’ve ever
seen a rooster. Roosters are necessary only for the
fertilization of eggs.
• An old egg will float up in a pot of boiling water.
Fresher eggs will remain at the bottom of the
heated pot.
• Chicken eggs can be frozen up to one year. Whip
eggs together lightly, add a pinch of salt and put in
a freezer bag.
• The average American eats over 250 eggs a year.

For our July contest, we are asking
our readers to identify the creature
pictured below. Visit our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you
know the answer.

Good Luck!

(810) 794-5678 for mosquito treatments!
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July 25th - 31st, 2021 ADMISSION

140th
Annual

Fairgrounds Entrance on M-81, next to Pizza Hut in Caro, MI

Sunday & Monday - Free
Tuesday - Saturday - $12
Seniors Free
on Thursday
62 & over

Events Begin at 7 pm

TUESDAY
Truck and
Tractor Pull

WEDNESDAY
Rodeo

FRIDAY
Auto Scramble

Includes Parking, Grandstand,
Unlimited Rides and Free WiFi on Grounds All Week
Carnival opens Tuesday at Noon

THURSDAY
Rodeo

SATURDAY
Demolition Derby
freepik.com

Limited Sizes
dmission h Paid A
Free T-Shirts for Kids wit

d

PM n
Tues., 2 and 4 PM a
Sat., 11 and 3

at the Midway Hall

New This Year

All events will be held subject to current COVID-19 restrictions

WHAT HAPPENED ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY? 1

JULY

On this day
in 1831,
the song “America
(My Country ‘Tis of
Thee)” is sung for the
first time in Boston.

5

11

12

4

On this day
in 1994,
Amazon.com is
founded in Bellevue,
Washington.

6

On this
day in
1907,
renowned painter,
Frida Kahlo, is born in
Mexico City.

2

On this day
in 1843,
an alligator falls
from the sky during
a thunderstorm in
Charleston, South
Carolina.

3
On this day in 1989,
the movie Batman
sets the record for
earning $100 million
in 10 days.

7

On this day
in 1930,
British author,
Arthur Conan Doyle,
dies of a heart
attack.

8

9

On this day
in 1877, the
first ever Wimbledon
tennis championship
occured.

On this day
in 1913,
the world’s official
highest temperature
of 134ºF is recorded
at Greenland Ranch,
Death Valley,
California.

15

16

On this day
in 1790,
Congress declares
the city of
Washington in the
District of Columbia,
the permanent
capital of the U.S.

17

24

On this day
in 1996,
British girl group,
the Spice Girls,
release their debut
single “Wannabe”
in the U.K.

10

On this day
in 1804,
former U.S. Secretary
of the Treasury,
Alexander Hamilton,
dies after being shot
in a pistol duel with
Vice President
Aaron Burr.

On this day
in 1923,
the Hollywood Sign
is officially dedicated
in the hills of
Los Angeles.

14

18

19

20

On this day
in 1858,
the first fee to see a
baseball game is
charged at 50¢.

21

On this day
in 1983,
the world’s
lowest-ever natural
temperature of
-128.6ºF is recorded
at Soviet Vostok
Station, Antarctica.

22

23

On this day
in 1982,
Survivor’s single
“Eye of the Tiger”,
the theme song for
the movie Rocky III,
starts a six-week run
at No. 1 on the U.S.
charts.

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

On this day
in 1967,
The Newlywed Game
premieres
in the U.S.
on ABC.

On this day
in 1968,
the Intel Corporation
is founded in Santa
Clara, California.

On this day
in 1923,
Estelle Getty,
The Golden Girls
actress, is
born in
New York
City.

On this day
in 1848,
the first U.S.
women’s rights
convention is held
in Seneca Falls,
New York.

On this day
in 1903,
the first automobile
trip across the U.S. is
completed by Horatio
Nelson Jackson and
Sewall K. Crocker.

13

On this day
in 1200,
sunglasses are
invented in China.

On this day
in 1999,
Tony Hawk is the first
skateboarder to land
a “900”.

On this day
in 1789,
the French
Revolution begins
with the fall of the
Bastille Prison.

On this day
in 1858,
French photographer
and balloonist,
Nadar, takes the first
airborne photo, in a
balloon 80 meters in
the air.

On
this
day
in 1948,
Alcoholics
Anonymous is
founded in Britain.
On this day
in 1973,
the 60th Tour de
France
is won
by Luis
Ocana
of Spain.

On this day
in 1954,
Fellowship of the
Ring, the first
volume of Lord of the
Rings by J.R.R.
Tolkien, is published
by George Allen and
Unwin in London.

On this day
in 1877,
the first telephone
and telegraph
line is completed
in Hawaii.

On this day
in 1729,
the city of Baltimore
is founded.

On this day
in 1955,
Disneyland televises
its grand opening in
Anaheim, California.

On this day
in 1991,
the U.S. Senate
votes to allow
women to fly
combat
aircraft.
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THIS 4 OF JULY
TH

As we approach the 4th of July
holiday, more formally known as
Independence Day, it’s a good time
to consider what independence
means for us individually. When
we’re young, we craved it. That
desire to be on our own and do
things our way is a strong driving
force. In our middle-age years,
we are in total control of our
independent destiny and live life
on our own terms. However, as we
begin to enter our golden years,
sometimes physical ailments and
health conditions pose a threat to
our independence that cause us
to have to become dependent on
others for things we’ve done for
ourselves our whole lives.
As we age, we develop
conditions, such as hearing
loss, which can be extremely
debilitating. Research from Johns
Hopkins University has shown
that adults with hearing loss
experience a 30 – 40% faster
cognitive decline than those with
optimal hearing. If you’ve ever
experienced or can imagine losing
your hearing, it’s evident how it
can hinder our independence. For
some people, it’s missing phone
calls, the doorbell or normal daily
conversations. For others, it leads
to cognitive decline, increases
risk of falling and increases the
chances of developing dementia
and Alzheimer’s. Scientists have
shown that when we experience
hearing loss, the brain attempts to
work harder as hearing becomes
more impaired, attempting to
focus and comprehend what is
going on. Many connections in
the brain then begin to reorganize
themselves to try to compensate
for the increased workload, which
results in cognitive decline. When
this happens, we often become
dependent on family, caregivers,
medications, etc.
But what if there were a treatment
that would allow us to gain some
of our independence back? With
the advancements in technology,

health conditions such as hearing
loss are treatable. It has been
said that approximately 90 – 95%
of people with hearing loss can
be treated with hearing aids. A
hearing aid has three basic parts:
a microphone, amplifier and
speaker. The hearing aid receives
sound through a microphone,
which converts the sound waves
to electrical signals or codes
and sends them to an amplifier.
The amplifier increases the
power of the signals and then
sends them to the ear through a
speaker which are passed along
to the brain. Hearing aids make it
possible for a person with hearing
loss to listen, communicate and
participate more fully in daily
activities, which in turn exercises
our auditory system and can help
prevent cognitive decline.
This 4th of July holiday and
always, please be sure to protect
your hearing health from the
beautiful fireworks that emit loud
noises which are very damaging.
Wearing ear plugs or muffs and
staying a safe distance away from
ignition sites are good forms of
protection. Additionally, limiting
excessive noise exposure, limiting
ototoxic medication intake and
staying in overall optimal health
are keys to preventing hearing
loss. Happy Independence Day!

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid
Center has been serving the hearingimpaired community in Michigan for over
30 years. They have made it their mission
to educate about the negative effects
of untreated hearing loss. For more
information, please visit their website
www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call
to schedule a free hearing exam at one of
their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

(810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
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Annual Appointment Checkup
July 1 - 31, 2021
Medical professionals report it is important for people age
50 and over to have their hearing evaluated annually.
That’s why we are sponsoring a FREE Hearing
Screening July 1 - 31, 2021, to assess
your hearing health.
In addition, we use state-of-the-art Video Otoscope
technology to inspect the inside of your ear canal.
This procedure is quick and comfortable.
As your dedicated hearing
care partner, Beltone will:
A Video Otoscope exam may reveal
such common problems as:
• Excessive wax build-up
• Damage to the eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in the middle ear
• Other conditions
The entire evaluation is free, and you
are under no obligation.

• Take the time to get to know you.
• Guarantee a lifetime of dedicated
hearing-care partnership.
• Recommend tailored hearing
solutions to best suit your lifestyle.
• Offer cutting-edge hearing devices
developed with award-winning
technology.

Call today. You will be glad you did.

GIFT CARD

$1000

*

Expires May 31, 2021

$1000* GIFT CARD!

BAD AXE • CARO • FORT GRATIOT • LAPEER
HARBOR BEACH • MARINE CITY • SANDUSKY
BeltoneSkoricHearing.com

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559
*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Imagine hearing system, based on two instruments. $500 off of a single instrument. Discount
taken off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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THERE IS A

By David Gillis,

ThumbPrint News Columnist

As we enter the month of July, we
approach the 345th national day of
fireworks, concerts, parades and a
bonanza of retail sales. That is how many
Americans celebrate Independence Day
or as we may know it, the Fourth of July.
This special day of recognition comes
on the heels of another national day of
more parades, backyard barbecues and,
yes, more fantastic retail sales. We know
this fourth Monday of May holiday as
Memorial Day. This year it was the 153rd
day of national honor and mourning,
originally identified as Decoration Day.
Certainly, there are many who
recognize the true importance of these
nationally proclaimed days of honor. I
wonder, however, how many of us really
take the time to reflect on the freedoms
we have and enjoy that are reflected on
during holidays sandwiched between the
last Monday in May and the fourth day of
July.
Just a few weeks ago, we found ourselves
spending time at family barbeque
gatherings and picnics with friends. Some
of us may even have attended a parade or
other memorializing ceremony. However,
did we discuss with others how we really

OST OF FREEDOM

felt about the freedoms we have? On that
day did we take a few moments to consider
those who made the ultimate sacrifice of
life to provide and protect our way of life?
Too often we tend to forget the true cost of
those freedoms.
Consider the 56 signers of the
Declaration of Independence. Each of
them individually had more to lose than
to gain in a revolution. Most of them were
well-educated, already well-established
in their communities, highly respected
and many successful in business. It was
not their desire to revolt, but merely to be
treated fairly. Yet, with all their individual
securities, they moved forward knowing
that the penalty for treason was death.
History tells us that many of the fathers
of our nation died in poverty. Their pledge
was simple, “our lives, our fortunes, and
our sacred honor.” That was not idle
boasting, it was the cost of freedom,
which is incalculable.
And, since we have just left Memorial
Day, let us acknowledge that over
1.1 million American lives have been
forfeited in all the wars this nation has
been engaged in. If these courageous
heroes could speak to us, their words may

exploitation where people lose their
freedom to think, to worship and to
achieve. They are forced to journey under
a dark cloud of totalitarianism, regardless
of the identifying tag placed on it. The
acquisition of freedom liberates our
human spirit and lifts us to heights that are
otherwise unattainable.
To understand the full affect of freedom,
we need to exercise responsibility and to
live in freedom. We really cannot have
one without the other. History educates us
to understand that to fulfill our potential,
we must share in the bounty of free
enterprise, allowing God to grace us with
freedom reflected in our ideals.
It is our turn now, yours and mine, to
assume the battle where those who have
secured our freedoms were forced to stop.
Their voices should now be our voices.
We should all be encouraged to become
involved in worthwhile efforts to support
our nation’s heroes, the protectors of our
freedoms. We should engage our Godgiven American spirit as we reach out to
and for those who have been the providers
of our liberties. Let us do that with a
full understanding that there is a cost of
freedom.

VOCABULARY
VOYAGE

982-7391

Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to
understand more, so that we may fear less.”
– Marie Curie

doryphore dor.i.phore \ dôrә fôr

A noun meaning a pedantic and annoyingly persistent critic: a person who delights
in pointing out trivial mistakes or errors made by others. First known use: 1950s
(introduced by Sir Harold Nicolson): from French, literally ‘Colorado beetle’, from
Greek doruphoros ‘spear carrier’. Ex. “For a doryphore, what is more delightful
than a mistake in a correction?” Herb Caen, 1996, San Francisco Chronicle.

FOR

UAW, BCBSM,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN
and others
others
and

1-800-982-7391

well echo those who fought in our first
war regarding lives, fortunes and sacred
honor. Let us have no doubt of how they
felt. They knew that freedom has a cost.
The cost of our liberty has been
expensive. The price paid began before
our Declaration of Independence and
continued up to our last Memorial Day. It
was and continues to be paid for by the
men and women of our armed services
who have laid down their lives at the altar
of freedom. These heroes were soldiers,
sailors, marines, airmen and citizens who
made the choice to answer a call they
believed was bigger than themselves.
They believed in our freedoms enough
to risk their lives for people they would
never meet – you and me.
So, why does freedom cost so much?
Well, simply, because throughout history
there has been another principle that
too often prevails. It is the principle
of selfishness, which is also at great
cost. It is the effort to control the minds
and properties of others. Certainly, the
principle of freedom must be our first
commitment to self and to country.
The true cost of freedom is far beyond
mere words, but so is the expense of

July 2021

misanthrope mis·an.thrope | \ mis(ә)n‚THrōp

A noun meaning a person who hates or distrusts humankind. First known use:
1555-65 from Greek mīsánthrōpos, from misein to hate + anthrōpos human being.
Ex. Living in a crime-filled city will turn anyone into a nervous misanthrope.

opsimath op·si·math| \ äpsә math

A noun meaning a person who begins to learn late in life. First
known use: early 19th century, from Greek opse, opsi late + mathēs,
to learn. Ex. The rise in number of opsimaths has shown that after
all “old dogs can learn new tricks”.

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool making communication simpler, so we will continue
our quest for unusual words and their meanings. We hope our readers will join in our
learning journey by submitting some underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve
discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please include your name and city of
residence.
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November 30, 1863.
eventually issued a modified Sharps
Unlike Berdan, the majority of rifle, receiving the first shipment of 100
the sharpshooters recruited were not in May of 1862. Christian Sharps of
regiments. The idea
wealthy businessmen, but rather were Hartford, Connecticut, invented the rifle
for these regiments
farmers or tradesmen who learned in 1848, which was listed as a single
was debatably given
their markmanship through hunting, shot percussion lock breech loader. It
to him by Casper
competition shooting or previous war should be noted that
Trepp, a former
experience. Target shooting was a the Sharps rifle did
Swiss infantryman
popular sport in the northern United not inspire the term
who served during
States for affluent and common men sharpshooter, which
the Crimean War.
alike.
was
coined
long
The many similarities
Recruitment criteria for Berdan’s before the inventor of
between the tactics
regiments was strict, requiring ten the rifle was born.
used by the European
consecutive shots within five inches
The requisitioned,
rifle regiments and
of
a
bullseye
on
a
10”
target
at
600modified
Sharps
the ones formed by
feet distance, without the aid of – later called the
Berdan,
including
a telescopic sight. Because of his Berdan Sharps – were
the green uniforms,
admitted lack of military leadership equipped with angular
leather leggings and
abilities, Berdan requested assistance bayonets, double-set
calfskin knapsacks,
and was granted the prowess of triggers and rear
have sparked the
Colonel
Frederick sights, adjusted to 900
debate of the idea’s Green sharpshooter uniform Lieutenant
origins. Despite Hiram’s lack of military Mears, who was not only a seasoned yards, in conjunction
experience, he was granted permission officer and drillmaster, but was also able with original features,
to provide basic training, skirmishing, such as being a fast
to recruit from loyal Union states.
Trepp served as Captain of Company scouting and guard duty skills to the breech-loading design
A, 1st U.S. Sharpshooters and later major volunteer civilian marksmen. It is ironic capable of firing 10
to Hiram Berdan. There seemed to be that Mears eventually resigned due rounds per minute
significant animosity between the two, to similar reasons as those of Trepp. with outstanding range
accuracy.
It
most likely due to Berdan’s tactical Sharpshooters' training was practical and
deficiencies and notable arrogance, and tough, drilling into them to never weighed about 12 lbs.
which caused Trepp to attempt to expose themselves recklessly, how to compared to similar
resign several times while serving use any and all available cover and to rifles that weighed
under Colonel Berdan, but was denied waste no ammunition for the sake of between 14 - 30 lbs.
Sharpshooters
repeatedly by Berdan. Casper Trepp shooting. Target practice demonstrations
was officially given command of the were held at Camp of Instruction during the Civil War –
1st U.S. Sharpshooters after Hiram in Washington, D.C., drawing large now more commonly
Berdan officially became the Chief crowds, with notable public figures often known as snipers –
of Sharpshooters. Trepp was killed at in attendance. Ultimately, about 2,000 were disdained by
the Battle of Mine Run in Virginia, marksmen qualified, including men from the general populace
New York, Michigan, New Hampshire, as being cowardly
Vermont and Wisconsin.
for their guerilla-style tactics, despite
Finding rifles for his sharpshooters frequently fighting in the vanguard or
became a nightmare for Berdan. rear guard as skirmishers and making
Originally, the shooters were offered the split-second decisions, usually while
option of securing their
under heavy enemy fire, to secure
own firearms, but that
battlefields and neutralize enemy
proved to be impractical
threats, while providing tactical
as it was a munitions
information and cover to ground
ordnance nightmare, not
troops, many times on 16+ hour
to mention the varying
shifts.
weights and distance
Depending on the source, the
capabilities. After a long,
Sharpshooters' first action was
drawn-out search that
either a two company (Co. C and
included an order for
E 1st Regiment) skirmish at
750 Springfield rifled
Lewinville, Virginia, on the
muskets, which were
27th of September, 1861,
never used, and 1,000
against enemy foragers or
Colt 1855 breech-loading
on April 5, 1862, during
repeating rifles, which
the Peninsula Campaign,
were issued in February
when they picked off
of 1862, (the enlisted
artillerymen
manning
men hated this rifle,
Confederate batteries oneclaiming it to be unsafe,
by-one during the Siege of
unreliable and inaccurate)
Yorktown. Sharpshooters
Berdan’s Sharpshooter
were then engaged in
Sharpshooter holding
Regiments
were
all Colt revolving rifle every Eastern battle through

SHARPSHOOTER
Continued from Page 1
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autumn of 1864. As the war progressed
and with casualties mounting and recruit
numbers dwindling, Berdan decided to
place an advertisement in the New York
Times. The following ad was placed in
August of 1862.

During the Civil War, there were 10,500
military engagements, 50 major and 100
other significant battles recorded. Berdan
is noted as being present at six of them:
Seven Days Campaign in Virginia, the
second Battle of Bull Run in Virginia,
the Battle of Chancellorsville in Virginia
– where he was the Brigade Commander,
he delayed a Confederate attack on
Devil’s Den in Pennsylvania during The
Battle of Gettysburg, the Peach Orchard
battle in Tennessee, and he was acting
See BERDAN Page 26

Berdan (left) with Sharpshooter "California Joe"
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THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS:

SCOTTISH
TABLET

By Diane Kodet,

INGREDIENTS

• 4 ½ cups of granulated sugar
• 1 cup of whole milk
• 6 Tablespoons of unsalted butter,
chopped into 1-inch pieces
• 1 can of sweetened condensed
milk
• Pinch of salt
• 1 to 2 Tablespoons of whiskey

ThumbPrint News Editor

Beginning with our January 2021 issue, we started on a culinary trip around the
world. Each month, we will be featuring a recipe from a different country. So far I have
shared one from Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay, South Africa, Romania, Latvia and Wales.
I am also inviting readers to submit recipes from other countries that they have made
successfully. If you have recipes you have personally made that are representative of a
country that I haven’t shared, I would love to have you submit it to ThumbPrint News at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document form. If you have a photo you took
of the dish you made, please submit it as well in high-quality jpeg format. I will be
sure to share some of these recipes in future editions so that we may all take a journey
around the world through the recipes that are shared.
This month, I am featuring a recipe from Scotland – tablet. Tablet is a traditional
Scottish confection usually made from sugar, condensed milk and butter. It is
similar to our fudge, but has a harder and more crumbly consistency. Tablet is often
accompanied by a strong cup of coffee.

According to Wikipedia, “Scotland is a country that is part of the United
Kingdom. Covering the northern third of the island of Great Britain, mainland
Scotland has a 96-mile border with England to the southeast and is otherwise
surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the north and west, the North Sea to the
northeast and the Irish Sea to the south. The country also contains more than
790 islands, principally in the archipelagos of the Hebrides and the Northern
Isles. Most of the population, including the capital Edinburgh, is concentrated
in the Central Belt – the plain between the Scottish Highlands and the Southern
Uplands – in the Scottish Lowlands.

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

DIRECTIONS
Grease a 9×13 pan very well with butter and set aside.
Place the sugar and milk in a very large pan over medium
heat. (Make sure that pan is very large because the mixture will bubble up and at least
double in size.) Stir occasionally until all the sugar has dissolved. To see if the
sugar has dissolved, carefully dip your finger into the mixture and rub
between your fingers. You shouldn’t feel any grains of sugar.
Once all the sugar has dissolved, add the butter and stir until
the butter has melted.
Add the sweetened condensed milk and mix well. Increase
the heat and stir constantly while the mixture boils.
Continue to boil until the mixture reaches soft-ball stage
(240°F/120°C) on your thermometer.
Remove the pan from the heat and add the whisky.
Beat with a wooden spoon in the pan until the
mixture is almost setting, about 5 to 7 minutes.
Transfer to your greased pan and spread evenly to
the edges/corners.
Leave to set for a couple of hours or up to overnight.
If you want neatly cut squares or bars, score the
tablet in your desired size/shape about 30 minutes
into the setting stage. Alternatively, you can simply
break the tablet into individual servings once set for a
more rustic look.

Subscriptions available year-round
for yourself, family and friends!

Fill it out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.
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OUR TOOLBOX IS FULL OF STRENGTH
By Patricia Cosner Kubic,
There are many things that make
up a playful summer, like extra time
off, good weather, working bicycles
and a couple of extra bucks to visit a
few lakes both great and small. But
this summer is a long time coming,
a do-over summer, a make-up
summer. And, if all goes well, when
this column hits the presses, the
COVID-19 restrictions will be lifted
for many people and the summer is
there for the taking.
But in addition to our regular
summer tool box, this summer, for
obvious reasons plus a few more
reasons known only to some, we
need to make sure that our tool box
has one more tool in it: strength.
Strength is not something we
associate summer fun time with,
but this year we all need some
emotional muscle to unclench
from the last 18 or so months. We
are so used to the rhythm of “get in,
get stuff, get out” that it may take
some courage to linger around a
store or stop for ice cream.
I went to Macy’s recently because
too many of my shorts were worn
well past their expiration date.
Since the fitting rooms were still
closed, I knew it would be one big
nightmare to find a few pairs, but
the store’s selection balanced out
the hassle. While standing in line,
I was talking to a few ladies and
each of them, me included, was
doing what we termed “mandatory
shopping”. One lady needed a dress
for a funeral, one for a wedding and
I needed more than three pairs of
shorts to get me through to Labor
Day. Even though we could linger,
we did not. Get in, get stuff, get out.
So, to linger at Macy’s, your
favorite restaurant or even stay for
a complete little league game, we
need to fight that reflex to race to
the endpoint so we can exhale. But
the truth is many of us can start
to relax. If we still needed to hold
our breath when doing errands,
the state would have never opened
back up. But, as I write this, the plan
is to, indeed, open up, allowing our
shoulders to loosen.
But, even with a solid dose of
courage, questions follow. Are we
sure? Is it really safe? Should we
wait until things are even safer?
Gratefully, strength doesn’t listen
to white noise and it isn’t just for

ThumbPrint News Columnist

our precious warmer days.
Our overdue summer isn’t the
only thing that has me thinking
about strength. Recent events in
my immediate family are forcing
me to think about it. My dearest
and only sister got the news just
yesterday that her husband’s
cancer may be winning the fight. It
appears his tool box might just be
empty. However, we remain wide
open to accept the miracle of one
more tool and giving up is not in our
vocabulary.
The morning after this crushing
news, I waited until mid-morning to
call Sue to check on her. But, she
beat me to the punch and called
me first, on her way to the hospital.
Her very first question was, “How
are you doing?” Thank goodness
I pulled into a parking lot when
she called; otherwise, that stellar
question would have made me run
a red light. I failed at holding back
my tears telling her how sad I am,
how much I love her and Mike. It
wasn’t just the question that gave
me verbal whiplash, it was her
tone – no shakiness, no anger, no
despair – just concern about how
I took Mike’s news. Gratefully, I
needed to release only a few tears
(probably because my ducts were
low from all the tears I let out the
day before) and we talked for
about 20 minutes. Not once did
her voice crack. Sue was all about
the business of taking care of Mike,
getting logistics in order and above
all – way above all – standing ready
for a miracle.
If Sue has the strength to put
aside a possible frightening future
to ask her sister how she is doing,
then that is all the proof we need
to know that, indeed, we carry
a figurative tool box that is over
flowing with strength. When we
focus, I believe strength is always
available to rise up and fuel us.
Whatever our worries are for this
summer…COVID-19 cases start to
go up, unemployment benefits go
down, school schedules remain
cumbersome or CT scans look
grim, we just have to remember
to open that tool box and lean on
it this summer and every kind of
season thereafter.
You can reach Patricia at
pckubic@gmail.com
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YOUR BEST CHOICE
IN ORTHOPEDICS.
Whether it’s your knee bugging you when
you do a little “too much,” or you know it’s
time to consider a joint replacement, the
orthopedic experts at McLaren Port Huron
offer expert care that’s close to home.
With a full range of nonsurgical and surgical
orthopedic services, our team will get you back
in action quickly with innovative treatments for:
•
•
•
•
•

knee, hip and shoulder pain
back and neck injuries and pain
sports and orthopedic injuries
osteoarthritis
torn rotator cuff

Find out how a McLaren
orthopedic surgeon can
do what’s best for you.
Visit mclaren.org/MPHOrtho
to learn more.
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A Pigeon in the Midst
By Bob Jones,
The ad in the outdoor magazine
proclaimed I could own five acres of
land or more for practically pennies.
This land was located in the great
north woods – in this case, acreage
on Manitoulin Island, a large island
near Georgian Bay, three hours by
car ferry boat from a small town,
Tobermoray, at the tip of the Bruce
Peninsula out into Lake Huron.
How idyllic, I thought. Having
just married and now settling into
our daily work routines, perhaps I
thought it was time to fanaticize about
another facet of life – recreation.
Upon payment, I was sent a deed
of sorts; the registrar of deeds at
Gore Bay, a small town near the
property, sent a disclaimer to the
effect that this land, though real,
was not plotted and tended to be an
approximate measure in acreage.
A few years went by. I paid my
taxes each year. From time to time,
I clutched the deed in my mitts and
wondered where this acreage was
actually located.
Finally, I discussed the trip with my
wife. While she was not particularly
enamored with my purchase, she
agreed with some reservation to
trek to this hinterland. Possibly, she
sensed my misplaced excitement, yet
she allowed my boyish, immature,
youthful exuberance to fully surface.
The trip was made in late summer.
We made a reservation at an inn at
Gore Bay. The three-hour car ferry
ride from Tobermoray was uneventful
and serene.
Upon arrival in Gore Bay, we
went to the registrar of deeds office.
When I showed the clerk the deed,
she looked bemused and under her
breath uttered a muffled chuckle as
if to say, "We have another pigeon in
our midst."
My wife and I then made the trek to
the supposed site of the acreage. The
dirt road leading to the property was
a rutted, twisting, bramble-infested
double lane, seldom-used trail. We
arrived at a spot across from a small,
inland lake called Tobacco Lake,
the ruins of dilapidated cottages
encircling the lake.
I picked a spot where I thought the
property line began and walked; 500
feet deep, 200 feet at an angle, and
another 100 feet to the right.
We were traversing through what
seemed to be a dead apple orchard
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plus brambles and assorted barberrylike bushes. This land was not
surveyed to any extent and certainly
not specifically plotted.
"Back to the inn," came my wife's
brief response to this mini adventure.
"Just a minute," I replied. I stood in
what I projected to be the middle of
the plot and reveled in the moment at
last. I have reached my destination,
my personal pie-in-the-sky piece of
property – my possession.
This was the zenith of the trip; the
fantasy came true, the recreational
find of my young adult life.
I awoke from my dream state as
a pesky horsefly bit into my arm.
Other bugs swarmed around my face.
Reality set in. "Yes, let's get back to
the inn."
I will always have this spot in my
heart to reflect on. The sun that day
just seemed to shine brighter on this
unchartered plot of ground purchased
from the pages of that outdoor
magazine. Scam? What scam? I
was contented knowing the deed to
this hallowed ground was mine, all
mine. I could return home knowing
that in my heart of hearts the place
in my fantasy actually existed, albeit
uncharted and virgin in nature.
Perhaps someday this area would
blossom again and my land would be
a valuable part of this comeback.
Years later, little did I know there
was a comeback and my land became
important. But it was not for me to
profit from this restoration. I was
sent a form letter, as were others, I
assume who purchased property via
the magazine, to the effect it was
confisicated through eminent domain
process.
It seems a new road was built on
part of the property. Apparently,
Tobacco Lake once again became a
tourist destination and the town of
Gore Bay flourished also.
Now, in my more mature years, I do
not believe I would be bamboozled
by such wanderlust dreams. In my
youth, I, at least for a brief time,
held on to that mystical feeling of
ownership of an unknown area of the
world. The journey to know this area
was worth the effort.
Is anyone out there up to selling me
a timeshare on Pango Pango? Here
we go again. Wife of mine, pack your
bags. We're off again on our next
great adventure!

794-5678 if you have yellow jackets!
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PESTERING PROBLEMS
Terrifying Ticks

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
Have you heard? Lyme disease is on the rise in
Michigan, with nearly every county affected! We
are now in the peak of tick season, which is generally
May through September, when ticks are most active.
It’s important that you learn a bit more about these
disease-spreading pests that are invading yards and houses,
before they start attaching themselves to you and your pets
alike. With over 650 different species of ticks, it isn’t surprising
Michigan has four commonly found varieties: the American
Dog Tick, Brown Dog Tick, Lone Star Tick and the Blacklegged
Tick (also known as a deer tick). Ticks will feed on almost all
vertebrates – mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians! Though
they cannot fly or jump, they can climb. Ticks will find their
host by detecting body heat and carbon monoxide, and will then
crawl upwards from close points to the ground until they reach
the highest point on the human or animal host.
These pests can be very sneaky, and a bite from one is almost painless
and can go unnoticed. When undetected, ticks can stay attached
and feed on the host for several days. Once this feeding begins, the
spread of diseases from infected ticks to their hosts becomes much
more likely. The detection timeline varies with different ticks and
diseases. Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever (RMSF)
are among the several diseases that can be transmitted by ticks found
in Michigan. Lyme disease is caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium,
called spirochete. In most cases, to transmit Lyme disease, a deer tick
must be attached for 10 to 12 hours. If the tick is found and removed
within this timeframe, the risk of infection is greatly reduced. Early
symptoms of Lyme disease can include rash, hives, redness of the
cheeks and flu-like symptoms. Later symptoms can include headache,
stiff neck, arthritis, neurological effects and facial paralysis.
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, though not as common in Michigan
as Lyme disease, is a bacterial disease that can be quite dangerous,
and sometimes fatal, if untreated. In most cases, an infected tick only
has to feed for six to 10 hours to start disease transmission. Again,
if the tick is found and removed within this timeframe, the risk
of infection is low. Early symptoms of RMSF are fever, headaches,
nausea, vomiting, stomach or muscle pain or loss of appetite. Two to
four days after the fever begins, a rash can also develop. There are
antibiotic treatments for this disease available, though RMSF can
leave patients with permanent damage to blood vessels.
So what can you do? Be aware of where ticks live and be vigilant
in checking yourself, family members and pets after spending time
in their habitat. Ticks are attracted to grassy areas and areas of thick
brush where little sunlight can penetrate. Clearing commonlyused areas like these around your home and other structures on
your property can deter ticks from arriving to set up shop. It is also
important to keep your grass maintained. If you are headed to wooded
areas for an extended period of time, consider wearing light-colored
clothing with long sleeves, pants with the hems tucked into socks,
closed-toed shoes and use some type of repellent. Before returning
indoors, always complete a full-body check to make sure no ticks
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have hitched a ride with you. Removing a tick from clothing is not
hard to do, but it is important to make sure the tick is dead so that it
does not find its way back onto you.
If a tick does attach itself to skin, they become firmly planted and
tough to remove. It is crucial that the removal is done correctly, so
we recommend contacting a medical professional for instruction. If
you have pets, contacting your vet early for advice on tick prevention
is what we suggest. Ticks can reproduce at an alarming rate and can
lay thousands of eggs. If you have seen or found one tick, chances
are there are a lot more nearby. Ticks do not have many natural
enemies, allowing them to grow significantly in numbers without
being noticed, leading to a severe infestation.
Protect your family and pets by contacting ABC Bees, a division of
ABC Home & Commercial Services, today! ABC Bees will evaluate
your yard and create a custom program for tick prevention. Due to
the nature of insects, there is no such thing as a complete elimination
and treatment is recommended on a monthly basis. To achieve the
best results, we need to work together to eliminate tick harborage
and treat regularly. Also remember that ticks do not disappear with
the warm weather like other Michigan pests. Ticks will stay active
long after summer is gone and treatment must continue. Don't wait
a minute longer to rid your yard of these dangerous pests! Call ABC
Bees now to setup an appointment at (810) 794-5678.

2021 Michigan Lyme Disease Risk Map
Lyme disease is an emerging disease transmitted by the
blacklegged tick in Michigan. Local risk for Lyme disease varies
depending on whether infected ticks are in the area. Several local
and state agencies partner to conduct surveillance for Lyme
disease in people and animals. The below map classifies risk
based upon field collected and infected ticks and reported human
cases of Lyme disease in Michigan (see the legend for specific
criteria). The map is updated as new information becomes
available.

Blacklegged ticks are active from March to
November in Michigan. They are commonly
found in wooded and brushy habitats.

For more information about Lyme disease prevention, visit www.michigan.gov/lyme

LEGEND
County with known risk
for Lyme Disease
•
At least 2 confirmed local
exposures, and/or
•
Blacklegged ticks with Lyme
bacteria
County with potential risk
for Lyme disease
•
Adjacent to a confirmed
county and/or
•
Blacklegged ticks present
but not infected with
Lyme disease bacteria
County with negative tick sampling
information or lacking information
Updated May 2021
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Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 6PM | Sat. 7AM – 5PM
4600 24th Ave. 810-385-6000

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 Fax: 810-385-1667

1777 Busha Hwy. 810-364-6400

Marysville, MI 48040 Fax: 810-364-1370

www.jones-equipment.com

Great Pricing

FREEPIK.COM

On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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Nieborów Palace, one of the
most renowned aristocratic
residences, is located in the
village of Nieborów in Poland.
Though it was built in the 17th
century by the Baroque architect,
Tylman van Gameren, it serves
as a museum of interior design
Nieborow palace and examples of porcelain tiles
of palace residences from the 17th to 19th
and dishes produced by artisans of Nieborow
centuries due to the surviving furniture
and collections. Inside you can find portraits of eminent personalities of the era,
several thousand drawings and sketches, books (from the 16th century), and a beautiful,
porcelain, tiled stairway to the upper level. Just 30 miles southwest of Czestochowa,
was one of our genealogical destinations, Boronów, Lubliniec, Katowice. My paternal
great-great-great grandfather, Matias Bureiza, and his family came from the farms of
this village to Michigan in 1855, by way of Quebec and Paris, Brandt, Ontario.
In the cemetery in Boronów, the headstones were mostly newer, as I did not find
any older than 1940. There were none for my Bureiza family, as the name has been
married off. Interestingly enough, I recognized many of the names as ones I've seen in
the cemeteries back home in the Parisville, Huron County area of Michigan. One of the
women cleaning their family graves told us of the village Huscisko, a few miles down
the road. There we met an older gentleman on a bicycle who wondered why we were
there. When we told him of our search for Bureiza, he led us to a house where the late
grandmother of the family
was a Bureiza, Gertrude
Bureiza Dziemba. The
family consisted of
Tomasz and Katarzyna
and their young daughter,
Julia. They had another
daughter, Agata, two
months later.
Guide Ewa Peklaska and author
We revisited the church,
asking the older gentleman about
the Bureiza family
NMP Królowej Różańca,
Dziemba family –
built in 1611, the church cemetery, and had a fruitful visit with Katharzna and Tomasz with
the pastor of the parish, Fr. Werner Olejnik. With his help, children, Agata and Julia
we were able to connect our two families and found
that we were fifth cousins. Most of the records were
recently placed online on FamilySearch.org, so I had
a good record of my family, but needed to make the
connection between the two families. While sitting
in the rectory with the priest, my daughter, Deborah,
asked about his oldest book. He reached back and
brought off the shelf a thick, narrow ledger, which
started in 1719. Deborah was afraid to touch this old
Oldest record book in Boronow parish and delicate book, but did open a few pages.
We stayed a couple nights in Lubliniec in the Zamek Hotel, which was an old castle
that was recently renovated. Next, we continued onto the well-known tourist sights
of Wadowice and the home town of Pope John Paul II, Oswiecin, and death camps of
Aushwitz and Birkeneau. Then we visited Krakow and its many sites: Wawel Castle,
Rynek and Cloth Hall and Basilica of St. Mary, and enjoyed the many restaurants
around the Rynek. While in Krakow, we met with my mother's paternal side of the

On the left is the cemetery in front of Church of the Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the Holy Rosary.
In the center is the chapel at Strzyzewice, Bychawa, Lublin. On the right is the Roman Catholic Parish
of the Most Holy Trinity and Annunciation of the Most Blessed Mary in Kielczewice, Byhawa, Lublin.
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family, Fydryk – Anna Fydryk and her husband, Werner Siegloch. Anna's mother,
Maria, lives with them. It was her late husband that was a first cousin to my maternal
grandfather. They live about 20 miles outside of Krakow and picked us up in Krakow
and took us to their chalet-styled home in Obozowa. On the way we visited the St.
Benedict Monastery with its small, but very ornate, gilded interior in Tyniec, sitting
high on a river bluff.
My daughter, Deborah, was delighted when this elderly lady, Maria, showed her
how to make the kolaches we were served for dessert. Deborah connected to Poland
through her passion for cooking and food and this was a highlight. She felt like she
was being shown a true Polish secret when Maria
demonstrated two different methods of folding up and
forming the pastry into horn crescent shapes (with and
without corners shown). Maria was also very insistent
that apple butter or rose petal marmalade be used as
the fillings.
The family shared their many family photos with
us and I copied most of them with my camera. I hope
to write the Fydryk story sometime in the future. We
Author, Roger Laske, and guide/
translator, Ewa Peklaksa, examining found out much more when we visited the Zamość
records in Zamość Archives
Archives and looked at the actual records.
After our visit in Krakow, we headed to Zakopane,
with a few stops on the way. Surprise! They have more
castles and old churches along the way. In Zakopane, we
stayed at a unique bed and breakfast, Bambi Boutique,
which was a knotty pine, stuffed-animal bed and
breakfast residence. We also visited the wonderful sites
of the Tatra mountains, the funicular to the mountain top
and its many shops, the large market place and the many
shops along Krupówki Street, especially those that sold
chocolate.
We also visited its oldest parish church, Kościól
Matki Boskiej Częstochowskiej, and its accompanying
cemetery, Cmentarz Zasłużonych na Pęksowym
Brzyzku, Meritorious cemetery, on Pęksowym Brzyzku. One of the stuffed animals in Bambi
Boutique Bed and Breakfast
The church was built in the years 1847-1852. The interior
design create image types and wooden figures from the mid-nineteenth century. On
the altar sat a replica of the Czestochowa
icon of the Black Madonna. The cemetery
features some very interesting markers
carved out of gnarled blocks of wood.
After three glorious days in the mountain
air of Zakopane, we headed north to
the salt mines in Wielczka and then to
Poperczyn, Żółkiewka, Krasnystaw,
Lublin, home for my mother's father, Jan
Fydryk. The records for this area were
in ZamoŚć, our next place to visit. We
were very lucky, as our tour guide also
Daughter Deborah standing in front of the Our
Lady of Czestochowa Church in Zakopane
could read Cyrillic. I would have been
lost with the little I could read, I never would have
caught that the surname changed about 1850 from
Wydrych to Fydryk. Our guide and translator, Ewa,
luckily caught that change. Both surnames names
appear on the cemetery headstones in Żółkiewka.
Finally, we headed to visit my mother's cousin,
Marianna née Tubek Tutka, her husband, Kazimierz
(Kazik), and their
family.
Kazik and Mariana Tutka,
with author and Deborah
With our translator, Ewa,
we had a great four days with our family, staying with
Marianna's daughter, Anna Wojcik, husband, Grzegorz,
and children, Mateusz and Damian.
Deborah got to enjoy this warm family, listening to
stories of relatives gone now, and the many visits my
parents had made in previous years. We visited other
Nephews, Mateusz and Damien,
with author and Deborah
cousins and ate more than needed everywhere we went.
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“One benefit of summer was that each day we
had more light to read by.” - Jeanette Walls
The new owner of my busia's
(grandmother's)
homestead
in
Strzyewice
is
Ursula
Piwowarska. She renovated the
small house in 2005, created an
outside sitting area and beautiful
gardens. She is an artist and her
creativity showed everywhere,
inside and out.
On a Sunday, we went to Mass
at the chapel in Strzyzewice near
the homestead in Strzyzewice
before we visited the main
family church in Kielczewice
Maryjskie. These are about 43
km south of Lublin. I had visited
the church four times before and
already scanned the necessary
Homestead before and after renovations
family records.
Sadly, after almost three weeks in Poland, it was time we headed to Warsaw and the
Frederic Chopin Airport for our long trip home. Our next trip in May 2016, was already
planned; family and the northwest quadrant of Poznań, Pomorania and Kashubia would
be our destination after first visiting the family.
Editor’s notes: Roger Laske has been the Director, Polish Genealogical Society of
Michigan (PGSM) for 20 years. He is past Editor-in-Chief of the PGSM journal, Polish
Eaglet, for 14 years. His awards include the Federation of Genealogical Societies
"Distinguished Service Award", PGSM Dziękuję and Reymont Awards. His research
is now housed at the Huron County Research Collection at Sandusky District Library.
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Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

“Treat all men alike... give them all the same law. Give them all an even chance
to live and grow. You might as well expect the rivers to run backward as that
any man who is born a free man should be contented when penned up and
denied liberty to go where he pleases. We only ask an even chance to live as
other men live. We ask to be recognized as men. Let me be a free man...free
to travel... free to stop...free to work...free to choose
my own teachers... free to follow the religion of my
Fathers... free to think and talk and act for myself.”
Chief Joseph, 1840-1904

Him-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt was leader of the
Wal-lam-wat-kain band of Nez Perce in the
Pacific Northwest region of the United States.

CottageLiving
By Pamela Lynn Hayes, ThumbPrint News Columnist
Here we are! The month of freedom, not because the powers that be in
government says it is, but because of the 56 brave men that signed their name
to a document that we must follow to this very day. This document is regarded
as the first formal statement of the American people asserting their freedom to
choose their government and let them know that We the People are in control
and not the other way around.
This month, make sure you celebrate our beautiful flag and this awesome
country as the best country in the world to live in. These past few months, I
have discovered what it means to be a true patriot living in the United States
of America and fighting, not physically, but purposefully getting involved with
groups, organizations and other patriots that are like-minded about keeping our
constitutional rights and following the laws that keep us a free people forever,
no matter what it takes!
Wearing American flag shirts, hats and buttons were very popular about 1015 years ago, but now I must ask, is showing off the Red, White and Blue a
decoration or a declaration? If so, what does that mean to you as an American?
What are you willing to do to keep our freedoms? What will you do to get and
stay involved to ensure our freedoms will not be taken away a little at a time
each day? This I believe, comes at varying degrees with each individual person.
I have spent much of the year explaining to my adult children what is happening
in the country right now or trying to happen with our rights and freedoms and
the smoke screen and mirrors that is being put in front of it. I now see how the
younger generation is having a lot of our nation’s history withheld as if it never
existed. So, it is up to us real patriots to teach our children all about how this
great country was founded and the principles it was built upon.
If you get some time, look up the actual picture of the Declaration of
Independence. It can be found in the American Historical Archives and it should
give you chills! It is not just a document in our museums. Look up proper USA
flag etiquette as well; I learned a lot about how to fly Old Glory properly.
This is my cottage vacation month, and I am so ready to sit back, enjoy the
weather, the peace and quiet and our beautiful Michigan summer. Remember
the reason for this Fourth of July, I mean really remember…and have a safe
holiday!
Happy Fourth of July, ThumbPrint News Patriots!
“Summer’s lease hath all to short a date.”
- William Shakespeare
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 if you see carpenter bees!

Finicky Felines

Editor’s note: Thank you
to Alayna Irwin of Humane
Society of St. Clair County
SNAP for submitting this
article! SNAP stands for
Spay, Neuter, Adopt and
Protect, which is their
mission statement and
is located at 6177 Fred
Moore Hwy., in China,
Michigan. To learn more
visit humanesociety.com or
call (810) 329-7627.

By Alayna Irwin,

Vet Assistant,
Humane Society of St. Clair County SNAP

Although many cats are overweight and eat just about
anything you place in front of them, other cats are just
plain picky. For some cats, it's all about taste and texture, with many cats preferring
foods with a higher moisture content. If your cat is turning its nose up at dry food,
try sprinkling it with a few drops of the water from a can of tuna, gently warm it up
or try topping it off with a small amount of canned, wet cat food.
There are many human foods that are dangerous or even poisonous to cats. The
good news is there are several that are both tasty and safe for cats to eat. When
feeding your feline people food, it's important to keep in mind that they are small and
they don't need big treats. One or two pea-sized treats a day is plenty to share.
With most cats, you don’t have to worry about them binging on candy or chocolate,
sipping your coffee or begging for a bit of raw onion, but there are exceptions, so
watch your cat carefully and if you notice them being attracted to any of the harmful
foods listed, take extra care to keep it out of reach.
Here are easy to follow lists of both safe and harmful human foods for cats. Keep
in mind that medical conditions may make some of the safe foods harmful or even
deadly, so be sure you check with your veterinarian before giving them to your cat.
Adding anything new to your cat's diet, even a small treat, can cause an upset tummy,
if not done carefully. Introduce only one type at a time and in very small amounts;
monitor over the next several hours for any adverse effects. Treats and human foods
should be given sparingly.

Not a Good Idea *Very Harmful

*Alcohol
*Avocado
Baby Food (chicken and beef are ok)
*Bones and Fat Trimmings
*Caffeine
Chocolate
Coconut Milk
Cooked Bones
Cows, Sheep, Goats Milk (it’s the lactose)
*Currants
Dog Food
Fat Trimmings
Garlic/Garlic Powder
*Grapes
Green Tomatoes
Leftovers and Table Scraps

Marijuana
Milk (most cats become lactose intolerant
as they age)
*Mushrooms
Nuts/Seeds
*Onions/Onion Powder
Processed Foods
*Raisins
Raw Eggs
Raw Meat (unless you’re doing a raw diet)
Raw Green Potatoes
Salt or salty foods
Sugar or sugary foods
*Yeast Dough
Xylitol (artificial sweetener)

Foods from the Not a Good Idea list have been known to cause upset stomach, diarrhea,
vomiting or anemia and can potentially be fatal. If you think your cat has poisoned itself
because it was a greedy Gus and ate items on this list, contact your veterinarian or you can
call the ASPCA National Animal Poison Control Center at (888) 426-4435 for information.

Here are some tips on how to alleviate the frustrated worry associated with a
finicky feline.
• Try offering the food at a time of day you're sure your cat is hungry.
• It's important to stick to a regular feeding schedule, especially for indooronly cats – ¼ cup twice a day should be plenty for an adult cat to maintain a
healthy weight.
• Trying an interactive feeder that triggers the natural prey drive may
encourage your kitty to eat.
• If you have other cats, feed them all at the same time, but in different areas.
• The location of the feeding bowl may have some impact. Make sure it's in a
quiet location and not next to the litter box.
• If you want your cat to eat only specified food, then avoid giving treats and
people food.

Page 19

We are welcoming article
submissions from those who
work in the veterinarian
field who would be willing
to write on the topic of his
or her choice in the realm of
pet care. In exchange, we
will put a note at the end of
each article, mentioning the
veterinary clinic where the
author works with all
contact information.
If interested, please email
thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

Cat-Friendly People Foods

Apples
Asparagus (steamed, chopped)
Bananas
Blackberries
Blueberries
Bread
Broccoli (steamed. chopped)
Brown Rice (cooked)
Cantaloupe
Carrots (cooked)
Cauliflower
Cheese
Chicken (cooked; no bones, skin, fat or
spices)
Cranberries
Cucumbers
Dandelion (minced and sprinkled on food)
Eggs (cooked)
Fish (cooked)

Green Beans (cooked)
Ham
Honeydew
Liver (cooked, chopped)
Oatmeal (cooked)
Peanut Butter (without Xylitol)
Peas (cooked or raw)
Pumpkin (cooked)
Raspberries
Rice (cooked)
Salmon (cooked)
Spinach (cooked or raw)
Turkey (cooked; no bones, skin, fat or
spices)
Tuna (cooked/canned)
Yogurt (unsweetened, plain)
Watermelon (seedless)
Winter Squash (pureed/chopped)
Zucchini (cooked, chopped)

Before serving any “human food” to your cat, carefully read labels and consider the ingredients.

•
•
•

•

Praising and petting your feline at mealtime may increase responsiveness.
If you notice a sudden loss of appetite or a major cutback in the amount of
food normally consumed, you should schedule a veterinary appointment as
quickly as possible.
If you need to switch foods for some reason, mix the
old and new together ½ and ½ for several days, then
gradually decrease the old out over the remainder of
a 14-day period.
It is not normal for a cat to consistently refuse
to eat and it is important to figure out why
– whether it's an illness, environmental or
because they just don't like the food.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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PROPERTY POTPOURRI
Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

MARKET MATTERS

Mortgage interest rates dropped slightly again in May. On June 10, 2021, the
National Association of Realtors® (NAR) reported the 30-year fixed mortgage rate
returned to 2.96% from 2.99% the previous week marking eight consecutive weeks
with the rate below 3%.
This continuing good news on the mortgage front is helping to maintain home
affordability for buyers in the face of double-digit residential property price
appreciation.
Rising prices, however, will put pressure on the low interest rates. Inflation rose
more than expected in May to the fastest pace since 2008. While some of this may
be due to supply and demand imbalances as the economy reopens, NAR’s Chief
Economist, Dr. Lawrence Yun, reports he is cautious regarding rising mortgage
interest rates over the balance of 2021, in view of rising inflation. He predicts
potential mortgage rate increases to the 3.5% to 4% level over the course of this
year into next.
Dr. Yun has not forecast any precipitous drop in housing prices; rather, continued
price appreciation, but at a lower rate in the coming years. He notes that the times
in 2021 are fundamentally different than they were in 2007-2008 when we had an
oversupply of housing and loose, risky, subprime lending.

•

See

You

By Rita MacDonald
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Later,
Crocodile

I had the most uneventful day today. I spent almost two hours organizing my
pretty paper and stationery. Oh, and I ironed for just about as long. My junk drawer
also needed some purging, so that happened, but I was soon distracted by a small,
blue notebook where I recorded funny things my sons said when they were really
young. So, of course, I stopped everything I was doing and sprawled across my
bed to flip through the pages. I know I laughed out loud – really loud, as if I was
hearing some of these things for the very first time. How I wish I'd have recorded
more. And how I wish I'd have taken more pictures. I need to not make this mistake
with my grandchildren. I need more pictures!
When we're raising our littles, I think we are all too busy chasing them around to
record every fun or sweet thing they say. Let's face it – there are many days we're
lucky just to get dressed. So my little, blue notebook remains only 1/4 full, and the
rest are memories that now and then as I watch my grandkids grow, come to mind
and make me laugh.
Yesterday, my two-year-old grandson, Owen, picked up the stool in my kitchen
and moved it for me. "It's big, Gummy," he said. My sister, Nancy, was here, and we
both looked at each other and laughed, remembering back when Owen's dad (my
Rory), picked up something and said to his grandma, "It's heavy, Beema."
That little, blue notebook is now on my kitchen table. God willing, I'm going to fill
its pages over the years. And my favorite entry of this week will surely be the story
of when I had stopped over to see the kids on Monday. As I was leaving, Holly told
Owen to tell me goodbye. He looked at me, waved, and said, "See ya later, crocodile!"
When I struggle to remember all of my different passwords this week at my new
job, or can't figure out how to order a new medication, or get to the right page of
my assessment, or any other number of things that I will surely struggle with at my
new job this week, I'm going to remember – I'm a crocodile. And I'm going to laugh
‘cuz, doggone it – laughing is just so good for the soul.
And on that note, I'm headed to bed. See ya later, crocodiles!
"A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones." – Proverbs 17:22

•

•

•

HOME SELLER
CHECKLIST

Market Research – While you may have
a good idea of prices in your neighborhood
and around your house, you may not have
the most current information. You need to
have a good understanding of comparable,
similar style, size (square footage, bedrooms
and baths), location and amenities properties
before you put your house on the market. Even if you feel other houses do
not compare to yours, they do compete with yours for the buyer.
Use of a Real Estate Professional – The 2020 NAR Survey of Home Buyers
and Sellers reported that 89% of home sellers worked with a real estate
agent to sell their home. Those using Realtors® wanted a trusted advisor to
guide them through the process of pricing, staging, marketing, negotiating
and closing the transaction. For Sale by Owner listings (FSBOs) typically
sell for less than the selling price of other homes; FSBO homes sold at
a median of $217,900 last year (up from the prior year), but signiﬁcantly
lower than the median of agent-assisted homes at $242,300.
Make Your House Ready to Sell – Enhance your house’s curb appeal for a
good first impression. De-clutter, deep clean, and depersonalize your house
to let potential buyers see the space and visualize themselves in their new
home. A thorough house cleaning is a must, including mechanicals, such
as the tops of the furnace and water heater, to signify to prospective buyers
that you have taken great care of your house.
Pricing Your Home to Sell – It is important to understand the market
and set a reasonable asking price based on the most recent comparable
sales trends. In a Sellers’ market like this, asking price should bear a
reasonable relationship to current market value and trends. This will attract
offers, often multiple offers, and
enable the house to go under
HAPPY
contract quickly and appraise
DAY
for the agreed-on price (on deals
TH
involving mortgages), resulting in
4 OF JULY
a successful sale.

Editor’s note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties and
the Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at
(810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Home improvement season also means the beginning of solicitor season. It
is likely door-to-door salespeople offering home repair services, magazine
subscriptions, security alarms or other products and services may approach your
door, if they haven’t already. With the number of scams lurking behind every
corner, it can be difficult to determine what is legitimate.
Many door-to-door salespeople are legitimate, but others may be looking to
take your money and never return. During the summer months, BBB® often
sees an uptick in door-to-door scams. That’s why it’s important to know how to
protect yourself.
Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula
recommends consumers have a plan in place before hearing that knock at the
door. Some helpful tips include:
⁘ Ask about licensing. Many cities require door-to-door salespeople to have a peddler
or solicitor license. Ask if the salesperson has checked in with the city and gotten
proper licensing. If you are still wary about the legitimacy of the license, call the city or
township offices to verify.
⁘ Check identification. A reputable seller will provide all the information asked of them,
including a photo ID and a business card.
⁘ Verify the individual and the company. A legitimate salesperson should not have a
problem with having their identity checked with a quick phone call to the company.
Research the company and contact them to check if the salesperson is, in fact, an
employee. Read the company’s Business Profile and customer reviews at BBB.org.
⁘ Read the contract closely. If you are interested in a product or service, get everything
in writing including price, contract details and all other terms and conditions. Instead of
making a quick decision, take the time to digest the information presented to you. Tell
the salesperson the proposal will be reviewed, and a decision will be made. Verify the
physical address and valid contact information for the company are included. Read all
the terms and conditions carefully before signing on the dotted line.
⁘ Don’t give in to pressure. Watch out for high-pressure sales tactics and be aware that
anything you sign could construe a contract.
⁘ Do the math. Paying $30 to $40 per month for magazine subscriptions may not sound
like much, but it can add up. Be wary of automatically renewing subscriptions and make
sure you check the average subscription costs for any magazine that interests you. Most
magazines have detachable postcards inside with some of the lowest rates available.
⁘ Know your rights. The Federal Trade Commission’s Three-Day Cooling-Off Rule
gives the customer three days to cancel purchases over $25 that are made in their home
or at a location that is not the seller’s permanent place of business. Along with a receipt,
salespeople should also include a completed cancellation form that customers can send
to the company to cancel the agreement. By law, the company must give customers a
refund within 10 days of receiving the cancellation notice. In Canada, the cooling off
period varies by province.
⁘ Stand strong. Be careful about allowing strangers into your home, especially if you
are home alone. If you do allow a salesperson inside your home and decide during the
presentation that you are not interested in making a purchase, simply ask them to leave.
If the salesperson refuses to leave, tell them you will call the police – and follow through
if they do not leave immediately.
For more consumer tips and tricks or to learn more about a
specific business, please visit bbb.org or call (866)788-5706.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. BBB office will
be closed to the public until 7/12/21. Contact your local BBB by calling
Melanie Duquesnel
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org.

 
  



Including print ads in your
marketing campaign promotes
customer conﬁdence and can
signiﬁcantly increase response rates!
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Failure to advertise is the easiest way to
drive your business into the ground!
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CLASSIFIED ADS $15 & UP. CALL ( 810 ) 794-2300 TODAY!
For Sale
SHOP AVON ONLINE

anume.avonrepresentative.com.
Join Our Mailing List at bit.ly/DiscoverAvon
Like Us @ facebook.com/AvonDirectwithCrystal
Join Avon Today at bit.ly/BeautyGig
SALE! Lifetime collection of fishing and hunting
equipment, plus loads of household goods. Priced
to sell. By appointment, shop at ease. Call for info
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (586) 781-5777.

Wanted to Buy
BLAST IN THE PAST
IS PAYING CASH
FOR RECORD
ALBUMS!
Located at 28071
Gratiot in Roseville.
Call (586) 329-8213.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.
Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text
Steve at (248) 245-7845.
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or
ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 855-9420.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and
more. Call (586) 491-5405.

BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:
Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or
manual. One machine
or entire plant. Lathes,
machining centers,
mills, grinders, etc.
Call (586) 754-9200.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of
experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

For Rent
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO
sleeps six, low summer rates starting at $1,673
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor,
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

Help Wanted
IN NEED OF ANTIQUE DONTATIONS for the

Chesterfield Township Historical Society's Antique
& Vintage Sale to earn money to build a pavilion on

the village grounds. Here are some ideas: old irons,
flower pots, new and lightly-used household items,
women’s and men’s old dress hats, jewelry, watches,
fur jackets and fur coats. For more information

contact Kathy at (586) 949-3810 or Dolly at
(586) 465-0780 or dallemon13@outlook.com

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate with experience.

Salvaggio & Co. Construction, call (586) 344-4325.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed
within 10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
To learn more visit www.aarocompanies.com.
SUBWAY SANDWICH IS HIRING. Macomb and
Oakland Counties. Up to $16 an hour. Call or text
(586) 216-2124.

LANDSCAPING / GARDEN WORK.

Looking to hire several persons for full and
part-time seasonal help. Pay starts at $12/hr.
Responsibility Requirements: Grass-cutting,
weed-whacking, weeding and hoeing, tree branch
trimming, digging, operating power tools, painting,
small construction projects, as well as various
additional landscaping tasks.
Qualifications: Must be physically able to lift
50 lbs. Able to withstand a wide variety of
temperature changes, a team player, and must be
willing to take directions from the project manager.
Gardens are located in Algonac, Michigan.
Some flexibility in hours – mostly weekdays, few
weekends. Job until October, weather permitting.
Limited hours potentially available after October.
Call (810) 614-8036 if interested.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

WHAT FURNITURE NEEDS TO
BE REPAIRED AT YOUR HOME?
CALL
KARL TRIMBOLI

40+ Years Experience • FREE INSPECTIONS
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

®

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

OPENINGS AT ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL
SERVICES: CDL DRIVER FOR SEPTIC TRUCK
AND GENERAL LABORER NEEDED. Immediate

need for CDL drivers, endorsement helpful, but not
required. Will train. General Laborer applicant must
be motivated, responsible, over 18 with a valid
Michigan Driver's License. To learn more and apply,
call (810) 794-5678 or visit abcbees.com.

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S HAS IMMEDIATE NEED
FOR: dishwashers, bussers, prep cooks, cooks,

10% OFF

bakers, waitresses and bartenders. Flexible hours.
Full and part-time available. To set up an in-person
interview please text (810) 614-8040.

WITH
THIS AD

General
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of

your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north of
32 Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC!

The Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

PEST INSPECTIONS
C
A
L
L

BEES
ABC

OUR OFFICE WILL ISSUE
YOU THE MANDADORY
FORM (NPMA-33).
VALID FOR 90 DAYS.

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured
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COOK’S

the Lamp Shaders co
est. in 1954

(586) 778-4002
cookslampshop@gmail.com

www.cookslampshop.com
★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Tractor Work Available • Complete Clean-Up Service
★

★

★

27427 gratiot ave., roseville, mi 48066
(3 blks. n. of I-696)

30% OFF

ALL IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE

Shelly Konarski

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

Independent Distributor

WITH AD, EXPIRES 7/31/21, NO LIMIT

Over 5,000 Shades
Lamps & Lighting

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

expert repairs
lamp restoration
glass drilling
thousands
of finials

storage solutions

parts & glass

Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

custom lamp
creation

TUE 9:30am-6pm • WED THU FRI 9:30am-5pm
SAT 9:30am-4pm • MON by Appt.

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

We provide high-quality, cost
effective health care to any patient
and family member with short-term,
long-term, or end-of-life care.

WWW.VNABWH.ORG �

SERVING THE COUNTIES OF:

St. Clair • Sanilac
Macomb • Lapeer

(810) 984-4131

(586) 725-7107
Fax (586) 725-7112

8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023
24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

7200 RIVER ROAD
MARINE CITY, MI 48039

‘

Ed Bickley

• Doors
• Windows
• Screen Repair
• Shower Doors
• Insulated Glass
• Custom Mirrors

freepik.com

and
Screen II, LLC
Anchor Glass

810-765-Y ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM
Wed & Thurs 12pm - 9pm • Fri - Sun 11am - 10pm

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

ThumbPrint
News

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

Sanilac

Genesee

Lapeer

Oakland

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio

We cover six
counties
and have
nearly
1,000
Drop
Locations!

St. Clair
Macomb

Dead or Alive

586-588-2541

Including
Harsens Island

You can find our entire
Drop Location List online at
WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM,
or you can make a suggestion
for a new location near you!

(810) 794-2300

24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Riley Township Man Wins Original Song Contest

PRESS RELEASE

The judges’ results are in. The winner of the Detroit Blues Society’s 2021 Original Blues Contest is “Goin’
Fishin”, written by James “Rocco” Marocco of Riley Township in St. Clair County. Rocco plays guitar and
trumpet in Gopherbroke, a Macomb County-based blues band.
“I grew up in New Haven, which I call the melting pot of Macomb County because of its diverse
population,” said Rocco, age 71. “When I was a kid, I had Good Friday off from school, and I’d walk a
couple miles to the fishing hole for the first fishing trip of the season. And that’s what the song is about.”

Rocco’s tune bested 16 entries, which included two from Gopherbroke bandmate, Mike Shields.
“Gopherbroke is very proud of what brother Rocco created,” Shields said. “We are thankful to be able to
play ‘Goin’ Fishin’ in support of him.”
Honorable Mention is awarded to John Latini for his submissions “Hard Walking Woman” and “I Will Be
Haunting You”. Latini, of Ypsilanti, won the society’s 2020 Original Blues Contest with “Pull Me Up”.
Judges for the 2021 contest were society president, Willie Toll, Lifetime Achievement Award Honoree
and Alligators vocalist, Dave Krammer, and members Maggie McCabe and Norm
McIntyre. Society secretary, Ken Marten, administered the contest.
Rocco’s prize package includes a year’s free membership to the Detroit Blues
Society, a handsome certificate, $100 and a showcase concert. The society will work
with Gopherbroke to find a suitable venue as COVID-19 restrictions are eased.
Visit www.detroitbluessociety.org to hear “Goin’ Fishin’”. For additional information,
contact Rocco at (810) 499-8494, or society secretary Ken Marten at (313) 657-3706, ken_marten@yahoo.com.

P R E S S

CLINTONDALE CLASS OF 1971

(from Clinton Township in Macomb County)
50 YEAR REUNION will be held on Saturday,
August 7, 2021 2:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., at Sandpiper
Estates (Pavilion), 6103 Lakeshore Road (M-25),
Lexington, Michigan. RSVPs appreciated.

PRESS RELEASE
Register now for our

NEW Simpson Park TWEEN Camp

July 29 – July 31, 2021

Simpson Park Camp has scheduled their NEW Simpson Park Tween Camp for
Thursday, July 29 – Saturday, July 31st. Eligible campers will be entering 5th grade
and 6th grade. Costs include programming, recreation, crafts, praise band, lodging and
food for the three-day, two-night camp. Visit www.simpsonparkcamp.org and click on
Tween Camp on the Summer Camps tab for more information.
Simpson Park Camp will gather for the 156th seating of Annual Camp Meeting
combining Family Camp, Children's Camp, the NEW Tween Camp, Youth Camp and
Grade 13 Camp.

Simpson Park Camp Hosts Adult Equipping Day

Simpson Park Camp, a Christian campground celebrating 156 years of continuous
operation, is hosting an Adult Equipping Day, with the focus on "Family Strong". The
Adult Equipping Day is a leadership gathering featuring Dr. David Olshine and Dan
Cutchen. Church, ministry and family leaders are invited to attend the equipping day on
Tuesday, July 27, 2021, beginning at 9:00 a.m. for all five sessions.
Whether you are considering starting a new worship service, launching a new
program or planning a special event, success often rises and falls on the intergenerational
involvement of "family" leaders. On this day, our speakers will share, teach, enrich and
encourage you with the best practices for creating and implementing "Family of God
Strong" relationships and ministries.
Dr. David Olshine is a Professor of Youth Ministry, Family and Culture at Columbia
International University in South Carolina. Dr. David's interests and expertise are in
the areas of communicating for life change, evangelism and discipleship, along with
counseling youth and families. He has spoken to over 2.5 million people and is the author
of 19 books, including Youth Ministry: What's Gone Wrong and How to Get It Right.

R E L E A S E

NO COST, BYO Everything. More information can be found online at
Classmates.com (register for free), Facebook Clintondale Class of 1971,
or contact Barb Kazenko Reardon at tbreardon@comcast.net or phone
(586) 465-4021 or text (586) 549-2925. We’d also like your
current contact information or any info you have about classmates.
Possible tour of CHS on Friday Aug 6. Let us know if you’re interested.
Dan Cutchen speaks to us as the Founder of Future Hope Ministries. The focus of
Future Hope Ministries has been to proclaim the gospel of Jesus and to minister to
the Body of Christ by encouraging intergenerational biblical unity through creative
communication, teaching, mentoring, acts of service and music. Dan has extensive
experience as a composer and arranger, and has traveled full-time as a music evangelist
since 1993.
If you are looking to identify, inspire and share a message of hope to your church
families and leaders...then this Adult Equipping Day is where you want to be. Especially
during these continuing days of enduring COVID-19 practices, the Power of "Family
Strong" messages will resonate with everyone. It may be through intergenerational
relationships, spiritual strength and well-being or acts of kindness.
"On behalf of Simpson Park Camp, we would like to invite church, ministry, lay and
family leaders to the Adult Equipping Day," says Doug Kelley, Simpson Park Camp
Director. "Our speakers will help us identify, encourage and equip us to share the power
of 'Family Strong'...'Family of God Strong'."
The Adult Equipping Day will be broken into five sessions, with the first session
at 9:00 a.m., the second and third sessions at 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., followed by
lunch. The fourth session will begin at 1:30 p.m. and the final session at 2:30 p.m. The
Adult Equipping Day will cost $15/person and includes all five sessions, conference
materials and lunch. To register for the "Family Strong" Adult Equipping Day, go to
our website at www.simpsonparkcamp.org.
In addition to the Adult Equipping Day, please join us as hundreds gather from
throughout Michigan and beyond in worship together with Simpson Park during our
Annual Camp Meeting, July 23 – August 1, 2021. The theme for the week-long camp
meeting is "Family Strong", based on Deuteronomy 6:7. Visit our website at www.
simpsonparkcamp.org for additional information.
Editor's note: Simpson Park Camp is a seasonal Bible-based ministry. Since 1865, the
Simpson Park Camp Meeting Grounds have nurtured spiritual revival and good old-fashioned
relationship building in Michigan. With seventy-seven buildings and cottages on fifty-five acres,
the rustic charm of its Victorian era woodland setting creates a unique and distraction-free
environment perfect for retreats, conferences, band camps, family reunions and camps. Please
let us know how we might serve your group or organization. Media Contact: Gretchen Deming,
Marketing Manager, (586) 752-3202 gretchen@simpsonparkcamp.org

July 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

Quinn
Minute

DATING

By Rix Quinn, ThumbPrint News Columnist
I often eat lunch with a group of downtown
buddies. Last meeting, we discussed our
dating years.
Some of these guys are currently unmarried,
but not by choice. A few of them have
something to offer a lady, but others might
be disqualified from reputable dating sites.
An uncle told me I should complement each person who went
out with me, but that wasn’t always easy. One girl had really
bad halitosis, so I told her I always admired people who carried
breath mints.
When I was single, I dated several girls…but not intentionally.
Many would not agree to a second date.
I have no idea why. I treated those ladies with the greatest
respect. I took them to the best meals I could find for under
$10.
I had one huge advantage. I have incredibly common features.
I look like somebody you met at a party whose name you might
forget.
People constantly ask me, “Don’t I know you?” My usual reply
is, “No, but you may know my brother.”
For some reason, a few restaurants in town gave me free meals
because I looked like a neighbor, a preacher or the restaurant
owner’s cousin. Those were the places I took dates.
When I met a woman willing to go out with me more than
twice – and willing to eat in the restaurants that gave me food
– I would ask her to be my girlfriend.
Some of my buddies had much odder experiences. One guy got
married, got divorced, then married his ex-wife’s sister. Today,
he’s also uncle to his children and his first wife’s brother-in-law.
And my vegetarian friend got engaged last year to a lady who
owned a poultry farm, but at the last minute he chickened out.
www.freepik.com/Background vector created by macrovector

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!
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National Cherry Day

Friday, July 16th
NationalToday.com tells us that cherries have been a staple
for centuries. From the Roman Empire to the Chinese dynasties,
the little red fruits have been on the plate of millions and came to
America by ship with early settlers in the 1600s.
Modern-day cherry production in the United States began in
1852, when Peter Dougherty began planting cherry trees on the
Old Mission Peninsula in the state of Michigan. The Midwest
area proved to have an ideal climate for growing cherries and
mass harvesting soon took place, with the first commercial tart
cherry orchards in Michigan being planted in 1893. Soon, production
surpassed other major crops and the first cherry processing facility, Traverse City
Canning Company, was built with the ruby-red fruit soon being shipped to neighboring
cities in the Midwest. Outreach to the entire country was created shortly after.

Fun Facts About Cherries:

• The average cherry tree has 7,000 cherries.
• There are two main types: sweet or tart.
• Michigan is the cherry capital of the U.S. with 94% of cherries consumed
being grown in Michigan.
• The pits are poisonous. When chewed, the pits contain cynanide dervied from
the substance amygdalin.
• There are more than 1,000 different cherry varieties, sweet and tart combined,
but only 20% of them are used for commercial purposes.
• Cherries are very versatile and can be turned into jam, BBQ sauce, pastries,
pies, cola, ice cream and more. You can grill them, dry them, freeze them or
juice them.
• They are filled with vitamins like A, B, C and E that are known to help with
blood circulation, hair growth, stress management and can reduce cancer risk.
• The earliest mention of cherries is from Greek author Theophrastus in the
book History of Plants in 300 B.C.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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SHARPSHOOTER
Continued from Page 8

JULY

calendar of activities and events

If you have an event in August that you would like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by July 12, 2021. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available
for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted
to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.

GENESEE

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

LAPEER

No events were submitted for
Lapeer County this month.

MACOMB

All of Macomb County
All of July
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Bottles and Cans Drive, helping

those in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis, Richmond and
Chesterfield.

Chesterfield – July 10 & 11
Michigan Military Technical &
Historical Society's World War II
Reenactment, Chesterfield Township
Historical Society, 47575 S. Sugarbush
Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. each
day. The World War II Reenactment
is of Operation Cobra. The event
will feature both an Allied and Axis
encampment for public displays with
two public battles. Military vehicles will
be on display. Food and drinks will be
available for purchase. Entrance fee is
a donation of $1/person or $2/family.
For more information contact Dolly at
dallemon13@outlook.com or
(586) 465-0780.

OAKLAND

No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

ST. CLAIR

Marysville – July
2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Knights of Columbus #9526 13th
Annual Farmers Market, Marysville
Park waterfront across from the old
boat launch, 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Vendors wanted – all are welcome.
Runs every Friday until October.
For more information call
(810) 985-8420 or (810) 824-7435.

Port Huron – July 22
Operation Transformation's
FREE Family Night, Downtown

Port Huron, the lawn on the NE corner
of the 10th Street Bridge, 5:00 p.m.
– 9:00 p.m. This will be a positive,
family-friendly event with fun activities
including pony rides, a petting zoo,
live music, temporary tattoos, carnival
games, crafts, giveaways and so
much more! Along with Operation
Transformation, James C. Acheson
Foundation, Community First Health
Centers, Kiwanis Club of Port Huron,
Power 88.3/90.7 HopeFM and PollockRandall Funeral Home are sponsoring
this FREE event taking place on
Thursday night of Blue Water Fest
(during the Mackinac Sailboat Race
Week). For more information or to
volunteer to help, please call Renee
Hernandez at Operation Transformation
at (810) 966-8660.

Brigade Commander of
Ward’s Brigade.
His lack of military and
battlefield experience often
caused dissension among
him and his subordinates,
with charges being brought
against him on more than
one occasion. Here is a
quote from his history on
the Arlington Cemetery
website: "an associate of
Berdan called him 'most
unscrupulous' and 'totally
unfit for a command.'" Major Dyer
of the Springfield Armory considered
him "thoroughly unscrupulous and
unreliable."
In 1865, he was awarded the brevets
of brigadier and major general for
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, by
President Andrew Johnson, at each
of which he led a brigade. These were
appointments he rigorously sought
with actions both upright and possibly
underhanded.
He spent the last months of his military
career recovering in Washington, D.C.,
from an unrecorded battle wound, before
resigning his military commission on

501c3

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown
to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

“I like anywhere with a beach.
A beach and warm weather
is all I really need.”
- Rob Gronkowski

2021
EVENT WILL HAPPEN RAIN OR SHINE!

SANILAC

No events were submitted for
Sanilac County this month.

January 2, 1864, when he moved with his
family to Europe and went on to develop,
among others, the Russian Berdan rifle
that was standard issue in the Russian
Czar’s army from 1870-1891, creating
even more wealth for him.
He was 68 when he died suddenly
in March of 1893, while playing
a game of chess against Admiral
Crosby at the Metropolitan Club
House in Washington, D.C. He had
been suffering from angina pectoris,
otherwise known at the time as
apoplexy. He was interred at Arlington
National Cemetery, Section 2, Site
979, on April 3, 1893.

10/9/2021 10am-4pm

20 REGISTRATION

$

BRING YOUR 4x4, HOT ROD,
CUSTOM, ANTIQUE OR RAT ROD

AWARDS PRESENTED AT 3PM
Power wheels "Off Road Challenge" - Open to
children ages 3-12, must bring your own "Power Wheels"
car and child must wear a bicycle helmet or equivalent.
This is a low-impact event where kids race against the
clock on a points system to complete the course.

SNACKS AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Automotive Trivia Contest - Open to all ages

Please check our website often for updates

at www.wheelsinthewoods.info

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL (877) 393-MORA

RESERVE YOUR SPACE FOR

$30

EVENT SPONSORED BY: FOXFIRE FIXIN’S AND ABC HOME AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES
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(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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FAMILY FEATURES

Macaroni and Cheese Burger – Buffalo or Barbecue Style
Prep time: 5 min. – Cook time: 25 min. – Servings: 8
1 pound ground beef
1 pound Bob Evans Original Roll Sausage
1 package (20 ounces) Bob Evans Macaroni
		 and Cheese
8 hamburger buns
Buffalo Style:
4 teaspoons Buffalo sauce
1 package crumbled blue cheese (optional)
Barbecue Style:
4 tablespoons barbecue sauce
1/2 cup French fried onion straws

Pulled Pork Mac and Cheese Sliders

Recipe courtesy of Karly Campbell of Buns in My
Oven | Prep time: 15 min. – Cook time: 10 min.
Servings: 12
1 pound pre-packaged, fully cooked
			 pulled pork in sauce
12 slider rolls
1 package (20 ounces) Bob Evans
			 Macaroni and Cheese
2-3 tablespoons barbecue sauce
6 slices cheddar cheese
1 tablespoon barbecue dry rub
1/4 cup butter, melted
1 teaspoon dried parsley

In large mixing bowl, blend ground beef and
sausage; divide into eight patties.
On grill over medium heat, cook burgers on
each side until no longer pink in center and
internal temperature reaches 160°F, about 15
minutes.
Heat macaroni and cheese according to
package instructions.
Place patties on buns and top each with 1/4
cup macaroni and cheese, and then choose
your style – either do 1/2 teaspoon Buffalo
sauce and sprinkle with blue cheese, if desired
or 2 teaspoons barbecue sauce and fried onion
straws.

ummer is typically a busy time for families, making those moments
you spend together all the more precious. The hustle and bustle
of the season doesn’t have to mean sacrificing wholesome meals,
however.
Take advantage of the warm weather and step outside the kitchen to focus
on enjoying the outdoors with family around grilled favorites, such as burgers.
You can even make meals on the grill your own by putting twists on a classic,
such as Barbecue Macaroni and Cheese Burgers or Buffalo Macaroni and
Cheese Burgers.
Another time-saving tip: Consider refrigerated side dish options like
mashed potatoes and macaroni and cheese from Bob Evans Farms, which
are ready in just six minutes and provide homemade taste. In addition to
topping burgers, these sides can be used as an ingredient in appetizers
like Crunchy Jalapeño Potato Poppers and Pulled Pork Mac and Cheese
Sliders, which are perfect for snacking on while catching up on the events
of the day.
Find more recipes and time-saving ideas to make the most of grilling
season at BobEvansGrocery.com.

Heat oven to 350°F.
In microwave, warm pulled pork according to
package instructions.
Slice rolls in half. Place bottom halves of slider
rolls in 9-by-13-inch baking dish and top each with
pulled pork.
Microwave macaroni and cheese according to
package directions and spoon evenly over pork on
each sandwich roll.
Drizzle barbecue sauce over sandwiches.
Lay cheese in two rows of three over sliders.
Top with top halves of slider rolls.
Stir dry rub into butter. Spoon evenly over tops
of sandwiches. Sprinkle with parsley.
Bake, uncovered, 10 minutes.

Crunchy Jalapeño Potato Poppers

In fryer or Dutch oven, heat oil to 350°F.
Remove mashed potato scoops from refrigerator
and roll into balls. Roll each mashed potato ball
in flour, tapping off excess. Once potato balls are
coated in flour, dip each into egg, allowing excess to
drip off, then into tortilla chip crumbs, making sure
to coat evenly. Set on clean baking sheet. Discard
excess flour, egg and tortilla chip crumbs.
In hot oil, fry small batches of mashed potato
poppers until golden brown, 30-40 seconds. Remove
from fryer and place on paper towel to drain excess
oil. Repeat until all poppers are cooked. Serve hot
Stir together cold mashed potatoes with Monterey with sour cream, if desired.
Jack and cheddar cheeses and diced jalapeños.
Note: To reheat poppers, bake 6-8 minutes at 350°F.
Scoop 48 tablespoonfuls of potato mixture and
place on parchment- or wax paper-lined baking sheet.
Refrigerate 15-20 minutes.
In bowl of food processor, pulse tortilla chips to
fine crumbs or place chips in large, zip-top bag and
smash using rolling pin. Pour crumbs into shallow
bowl.
Beat eggs and pour into separate shallow bowl.
Set aside.

Prep time: 25 min. – Cook time: 15 min. – Servings: 48
1 package (24 ounces) Bob Evans
			 Original Mashed Potatoes
1 cup Monterey Jack cheese, shredded
1 cup sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
4 ounces diced jalapeño peppers, drained
8 ounces taco flavored tortilla chips
2 large eggs
6-8 tablespoons vegetable oil
1/3 cup all-purpose flour
		 sour cream (optional)

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Compare at $1,599

Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

1,498
Compare at $3,199

Flexsteel Sofa

1,898

$

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric
wrap.

Compare at $3,599

2,698

$
Flexsteel Reclining Sofa

Flexsteel Sectional

Compare at $5,499

