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During the hundreds, if not thousands of years Native Americans 
accounted for Michigan’s entire population, the area around the 
Saginaw Bay was their haven, offering abundant animals, vast 
forests and pristine bodies of water.

The Native Americans would often reside near the shore, especially 
during the warmer months, and frequently traversed the Saginaw Bay 
because it was much faster than traveling on foot. Residing in the 
middle of the Bay between Caseville and Sims Township is Charity 
Island, which was formed of limestone 350 million years ago at a 
time when Michigan was covered by a shallow warm ocean. When 

the glaciers established during the Ice Age eventually retreated 
some 10,000 years ago, Charity Island emerged as a nearly 300-
acre piece of land equipped with its own 11-acre lake situated in 
the center.

Although it is known as Charity Island today, according to 
maps prior to 1800, the land was unnamed - by the 1830s, the 
Native Americans referred to it as Shawangunk, which means 
green place where seagulls live. Sometimes called Big Charity 
Island, as its smaller counterpart is known as Little Charity Island, 
the Indians believed the landmass was placed there by their god 
Kitche Manitou. The Native Americans gave the island its current 
name around 1845, because they believed it was placed there to 
save those caught in the treacherous Great Lakes’ storms. The 
Sauks tribe was said to have control of all the Saginaw Valley 
area, as well as access to Charity 
Island prior to the 1530s. The tribe 
was eradicated by other groups of 
Indians around Michigan in 1535, 
close to present-day Au Gres – those 
who survived were driven south to 
present-day Oklahoma. The right 
to visit the island was so valuable 
because of what was concealed inside 

By David Odziana 
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
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Lake St. Clair has a long history of human use, dating all the way 
back to the French pioneer’s explorations in the 1700s, although 
Native Americans likely preceded them by hundreds of years. 
With utilization of the water going back many centuries, numerous 
historical artifacts remain on the lakebed, but one antiquity residing 
underwater could arguably overshadow all others that survive.

Father Pierre Dejean came to the area in 1824, as a French 
missionary when he was assigned to the territory. With room 
becoming scarce in the church known as Little Chapel, a new place 
of worship was needed as soon as possible. Land was donated by the 

Rattell family, and the construction of a log church 40 feet long 
and 30 feet wide began in 1826; the building was completed the 
following year. The property presented to the parish was located 
on the edge of Lake St. Clair on the border between what is now 
Harrison Township and St. Clair Shores; the structure became 
the first church in Macomb County and was named St. Felicitas, 
but was better known as St. Felicity. Shortly after the church was 
finished, the parish obtained an additional two acres to be used for 
a cemetery. 

After residing on the shore of Lake St. Clair for just 10 years, 
the area began experiencing coastline issues, but legends from 
the area suggest this has been taking place throughout history. 
Folklore states a senior Chippewa chief warned the builders when 
he noticed the noise from construction, “No can stay. Water come 
high, wash away. Almost time. Every 35 years, always comes.” 
From 1836 to 1838, the property experienced high water levels, 
which flooded the church and cemetery from time to time, but 
both continued to be used when the water eventually receded. 
According to historical records, no major issues were experienced 

By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter
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As I sat pondering what the topic was going to be for my “Letter from the Editor” for July, I thought about sharing some 
kind of a message to those students who just recently graduated from high school and who were now entering the next stage 
in their life goals and ambitions.  Several ideas swirled around in my head, but I had not yet come up with that profound 
idea that might inspire this next generation.  So, I took a walk out to the mailbox to get some fresh air.  There in the mailbox 
was an invitation to a graduation party for one of my grandchildren.  

When I got back inside the house and once again sat down at my computer, I decided to check my emails before 
continuing with my plan of creating my “Letter from the Editor”.  As I opened my inbox, there was July’s contribution from 
David Gillis, one of our regular columnists.  (He is also one of those writers who seems to illicit many positive responses 
from our readers as they relate to a topic which he has covered.)

This time, David was sharing his thoughts on what he believes are the attributes for success for our recently graduating 
seniors.  It seemed almost serendipitous that his email came at the same time that I was pondering my column, and when I 
had received that invitation from my grandson.  As I read his thoughts, I realized that he had a message for those graduating 
seniors that was way more profound than what I was thinking about creating. So…

This month, I am turning the space that I would normally claim as editor to David.  And, when I attend the graduation 
of my grandson in a few weeks, I plan on placing a copy of David’s message in the graduation card I give him (along, 
of course, with the obligatory money gift).  I am hoping that my grandson will find that David’s message is worth much 
more than the token few dollars that I will enclose.  I also encourage our readers to share his 
message with those in their families who have recently graduated.  

Attributes for Success
By David Gillis, ThumbPrint News Columnist

Recently, while talking with some graduating seniors during their final weeks of high school, I was asked what I 
believed must be done to find success in the more complex world they were about to enter.  I shared with them some 
thoughts I had and, in fact, had incorporated in an article I wrote for a national trade publication more years ago than I 
want to remember.  I decided I would offer them again in a modified form here in ThumbPrint News.

There are high demands for skills found in the trades and professions today, possibly more so than ever before.  That, coupled 
with the growth in the number of people attempting to enter the gainfully employed, makes it increasingly more important for 
our youth to develop their own potential for success.

Finding success, for however it is defined, is not necessarily more difficult than it was in the past.  It does, however, require 
a high level of enthusiasm, a keen awareness, and self-generated ambition.  There exists a need for more knowledge and the 
wisdom to know how to use it.  Do our children and grandchildren have what it takes?  I sincerely believe they do, but they need 
our encouragement and support to find and use it.

Whether pursuing a higher education prior to employment, directly entering the work-world or becoming a member of the 
armed forces, a young person must develop a sound attitude and the ability to recognize opportunity.  For a young person, 

opportunity is found in training and experience, regardless of how difficult it seems to gain them.  
I believe there are seven specific attributes synonymous with success no matter where you are on life’s chronological ladder.  They are personality, humility, responsibility, 

loyalty, determination, industry and confidence.
Always making the other person feel important is perhaps one of the most important guidelines relating to successful personalities.  We all seek appreciation from others 

and should be eager to give it.  Success, then, depends on a demonstration of a genuine interest in the other guy.  In doing so, you will gain the respect and admiration of 
those with whom you come into contact.

Enthusiasm and optimism are other personality-related traits that less than successful people do not possess.  There are far too many negative people who do not hesitate to 
allow you to know exactly how they feel.  The successful person does not nurture self-pity because of a temporary defeat, or spread gloom and pessimism for others to share.

Humility is a second attribute, one of the greatest of successful people.  There are far too many knowledgeable and skilled people who have failed simply because they 
have allowed an over-inflated ego to become an indestructible barrier.  Successful people do not have the time to ridicule others.  They work to make sure the spotlight is on 
the other guy.  The person who demonstrates genuine humility becomes respected and admired, gaining a reputation conducive to true success. 

The third attribute is responsibility, which must be actively sought and eagerly accepted.  More importantly, we must always realize that we are human, and as such, are 
capable of making mistakes.  Successful people adjust to that possibility and never blame others for their mistakes or offer excuses for temporary defeat.  
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Continuing on our list of attributes, we find loyalty.  A survey conducted 
by a national executive search firm showed that one-sixth of those employees 
categorized as failures lacked cooperation, were loners, refused to offer or seek 
assistance, and took only one direction – their own.  The study concluded that this 
lack of cooperation stemmed from the lack of a very basic sense of loyalty.

Another important attribute for success is determination.  Instead of allowing an 
obstacle to become an alibi for lack of achievement, a successful person decides 
to overcome the barrier and accomplish the objective set.  This means refusing 
to settle for anything but quality.  Basically, the key to obtaining and developing 
determination is self-discipline.  

Industry is noted as the sixth attribute.  Industry can be defined as a sophisticated 
synonym for work, which is thought to be a “four-letter word” by too many people 
today.  The person who works a little harder when others are relaxing and a little 
longer when others have quit for the day will find success arriving sooner.  This 
little extra edge can make the difference between achievement and failure.  

Confidence is the seventh and final attribute on my list.  It is the ability to meet 
any situation and to overcome objections or obstacles.  Confidence is a matter of 
truly believing you are the best at what you do and that you can never sink into 
mediocrity.  If confidence is treated properly, it does not conflict with the attribute 
of humility.  It is aided by the courage that enables you to stand up each time you 
fall.

These seven attributes, as I told my small grouping of graduating seniors, will 
not provide the total answer to success, but once developed will assure a greater 
probability of discovering the answer.  I advised that if these attributes are lacking, 
ambitiously seek them and, once you possess them, cultivate them.  In doing so, 
there’s a broadened horizon for success.

I have doubts that there are many young people who read newspapers anymore, 
so it won’t be them that receive any benefit that may exist in this offering.  
However, I do know many parents and grandparents who do read this publication.  
My hope is that they will explore these attributes with someone they love and want 
to see experience whatever success may mean to them.  Aristotle probably said it 
best, “Good habits formed at youth make all the difference.” 
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By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Summer is in full swing and it is 
time for picnics and fireworks.  It also 
means it is time for animals and bugs 
as well.  Spring brings their arrival 
and by summer, many of them have 
become full-on pests.  Sometimes they 
are only a minor nuisance because they 
fly in your face or try to get to your 
food during a picnic.  Other times, they 
pose a serious problem to your home, 
lawn and possibly your health.  Here 
are some ways to help prevent and treat 
pest problems.

That Familiar Stink – Skunks 
are a pest that not only damage your 
lawn, but can also spray you or near 
your home, causing a foul odor we 
all know, and no one wants.  Skunks 
often come into your yard looking for 
food or shelter.  They dig up your lawn 
looking for food (mainly grubs) and 
may take shelter under your deck or 
porch.  Once a skunk makes its home 
around your house, the best thing to do 
is call a professional to have the animal 
removed.  You can take steps to prevent 
these animals from hanging around.  
With any deck or porch, make sure to 
put up a barrier, such as chicken wire 
or hardware cloth.  You can cover it 
with lattice to make it more attractive.  
If you see evidence of something 
digging up your lawn, try treating the 
yard with animal repellents.

Mickey and Friends – Mice are a 
smaller pest, but they like to invade 
our homes, eat our food and chew on 
things that they are not supposed to.  
To prevent mice from getting inside, 
seal up any gap, no matter how small.  
Mice can get into a hole only ¼ inch 
wide.  Stuffing steel wool in an open 
area before sealing up will prevent 
them from chewing through.  Plugging 
in sonic pest chasers for mice will help 
keep them from wanting to get in.  Put 
any food in bags, such as pet food, or 
in hard plastic containers.  If you notice 
signs of mice in your home, start using 
traps and/or poisons to take care of the 
problem.  Chocolate and peanut butter 
works very well as a bait for traps.

Going Nuts – Squirrels are fun to 
watch as they scurry through our yards.  
They are not as enjoyable when they 
make their way into your attic.  Then 

they can become a problem. There 
is not much you can do aside from 
sealing up any openings and using rat 
poison to kill or moth balls to repel 
them.  If these solutions don't solve 
the problem, hire a professional pest 
control company to get rid of them. 

Who's Hammering? – Woodpeckers 
are pests who can cause damage to 
your home, as well as being annoying 
to listen to.  They are looking for either 
a nesting area or food.  Left alone, they 
will cause damage to your home. That 
damage can lead to further damage 
from moisture and making an opening 
for other pests.  Take two aluminum pie 
pans and hang them from your house if 
you have a woodpecker problem.  The 
movement and reflection of the metal 
will scare them away.  Be sure to repair 
any damage they have caused.

I Suspect a Mole – Moles are a yard 
nuisance pest that can cause damage to 
your lawn.  They feed on both grubs 
and worms, so getting rid of grubs is 
only half the problem.  While grubs 
are a lawn pest that can be treated, it 
is nearly impossible to get rid of all 
of them.  You have to treat the moles 
themselves.  You can use poison pellets 
or poison shaped like worms to kill 
them by placing them in active tunnels.  
Check for active tunnels by pushing 
them down and checking which ones 
pop back up. There are also traps that 
are made to kill them.  Repellents, 
like castor oil spray, makes their food 
source taste bad and drives them out 
of your yard.  It comes in a sprayer 
you attach to your hose.  There are 
also sonic spikes that are either battery 
operated or work on solar energy and 
emit a pulse to repel the pesky critters.  
These repellent methods are effective, 
as are the killing methods, and which 
you use is entirely up to you.

When it comes to pests, learn to 
recognize when a problem is too big 
for you to handle yourself.  If that is 
the case, call a pest control company 
to help you out.  They know what 
they are doing and can keep you from 
pouring hundreds into solutions that 
just aren't cutting it.  Have a safe 4th of 
July with really good fireworks.  Next 
month, I will be talking electricity in 
the home.

F
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01.   On this day in 1838, Charles darwin 
presents a paper On his theOry Of 

evOlutiOn tO the linnean sOCiety 
in lOndOn.

02.  On this day in 1961, 
nOvelist ernest 

hemingway COmmits suiCide at his 
hOme in KetChum, idahO, at the age 
Of 62.

03.  On this day in 1775, 
geOrge washingtOn taKes 

COmmand Of the COntinental army. 

04.  On this day in 1826, twO Of 
ameriCa’s fOunding fathers – thOmas 

JeffersOn and JOhn adams – die.

05.  On this day in 1950, ameriCan 
fOrCes engage the nOrth KOreans 

fOr the first time at Osan, sOuth 
KOrea.

06.  On this day in 1945, 
OperatiOn OverCast begins 

in eurOpe – mOving austrian 
and german sCientists and their 
equipment tO the united states.

07. On this day in 1853, Japan Opens 
its pOrts tO trade with the west 

after 250 years Of isOlatiOn.

08. On this day in 
1879, the first 

ship tO use eleCtriC lights 
(ss COlumbia) departs frOm 
san franCisCO, CalifOrnia.

09.   On this day in 1900, 
the COmmOnwealth 

Of australia is established by an aCt Of 
british parliament, uniting the separate 
COlOnies under a federal gOvernment.

10.  On this day in 1778, in suppOrt Of 
the ameriCan revOlutiOn, lOuis Xvi 

deClares war On england.

11.  On this day in 1533, henry 
viii is eXCOmmuniCated frOm 

the CathOliC ChurCh by pOpe 
Clement vii.

12.  On this day in 1954, 
president dwight d. 

eisenhOwer prOpOses a highway 
mOdernizatiOn prOgram, with 
COsts tO be shared by federal and state 
gOvernments.

13.   On this day in 1099, the Crusaders 
launCh their final assault On 

Jerusalem.

14. On this day in 1968, atlanta 
braves slugger henry “hanK” 

aarOn hits the 
500th hOme run 
Of his Career in a 
4-2 win Over the 
san franCisCO 
giants.

15. On this 
day 

in 1960, JOhn f. Kennedy aCCepts the 
demOCratiC nOminatiOn fOr president.

16.  On this day in 1945, the united 
states detOnates the first atOmiC 

bOmb in a test at alamOgOrdO, new 
meXiCO.

17.  On this day in 1775, franCe 
limits the impOrtatiOn Of 

gOOds frOm britain.

18.  On this day in 1877, 
inventOr thOmas edisOn 

reCOrds the human vOiCe fOr the 
first time.

19. On this day in 1975, Apollo and 
Soyuz spaCeCrafts dOCK in Orbit.

20. On this day in 1881, siOuX Chief 
sitting bull surrenders tO the 

u.s. army.

21.  On this day in 1832, the 
first demOCratiC natiOnal 

COnventiOn is held.

22.  On this day in 1952, 
rObin williams, ameriCan 

COmedian and aCtOr, is bOrn.

23.  On this day in 1868, the 
14th amendment is ratified, 

granting Citizenship tO afriCan ameriCans.

24.  On this day in 1847, 
the first members 

Of the ChurCh Of Jesus 
Christ Of latter day saints 
(mOrmOns) arrive in utah, 
settling in present-day salt 
laKe City.

25.  On this day in 1850, 
gOld is disCOvered in 

the rOgue river in OregOn, eXtending the 
quest fOr gOld up the paCifiC COast.

26.  On this day in 1948, in an eXeCutive 
Order, president harry truman 

Calls fOr the end Of disCriminatiOn 
and segregatiOn in the u.s. armed 
fOrCes.

27.  On this day in 1921, 
Canadians sir frederiCK 

banting and Charles best isOlate 
insulin at the university Of tOrOntO.

28.  On this day in 1996, 
disCOvery Of the remains 

Of a prehistOriC man near KennewiCK, 
washingtOn, Casts dOubts On aCCepted 
beliefs Of when, hOw and where the 
ameriCas were pOpulated.

29. On this day in 1990, the bOstOn 
red sOX hit 12 dOubles in a game, 

setting a maJOr league reCOrd.

30.  On this day in 
1965, president 

lyndOn JOhnsOn signs the 
mediCare bill intO law.

31.  On this day in 
2007, the british 

army’s lOngest COntinual 
OperatiOn, OperatiOn 
banner (1969-2007), 
ends as british trOOps 
withdraw frOm nOrthern ireland.

What Happened
on this Day in History? JULY              
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
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All Season Long Abatement Program!

RECLAIM YOUR BACKYARD!

MOSQUITO

SEASON IS HERE!

OUTDOOR EXPO

EVENT OF THE YEAR! 

JOIN US
AUG. 13

2nd Annual Outdoor Hunting, Fishing and Camping Event!

FREE 3D Bow Shoot • HUGE Savings! 
• TONS OF FREE GIVEAWAYS

• FREE Lunch & More!

FREE KIDS
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Coloring  Book Contest 
BB Gun Range

& Dino Bounce House!

2424 S. Van  Dyke Rd., Marlette, MI. 48453 | 989.635.7548 
  EVENT 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. | LUNCH 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. |  ONE DAY SALES & EVENT

Some restrictions may apply.

OUR BIGGEST OUTDOOR 

the limestone foundation. Over the years, 
the softer limestone has worn away to reveal 
large chunks of flint, which was extremely 
valuable to the 
Indians' livelihood. 
Research on the land 
revealed Charity 
Island was visited 
yearly by a group 
of 300-500 Native 
Americans for 
around 2,000 years 
prior to Europeans 
arriving in the New World. It is believed 
this is where they would visit to make all 
the stone tools they would need for the year, 
which is evident from the extensive artifacts 
dotting the island to this day.

Maps show the French began visiting 
the Saginaw Valley area to trade with 
the Native Americans in the 1600s. The 
first ship to sail the Great Lakes made a 
stop at Charity Island in August of 1679. 
La Salle landed on the island aboard Le 
Griffon just in time to escape a terrible 
gale, where he found Native Americans 
living there and growing numerous crops, 
such as beans, corn and squash. Shortly 
following this visit, one of the world’s 
most famous ships was mysteriously lost, 
and despite numerous searches that have 
lasted decades, Le Griffon has yet to be 
found after nearly 350 years. As a result of 
the Treaty of Saginaw in 1819, the Thumb 
of Michigan was now open for European 
settlers around the Saginaw Bay and the 
shore of Lake Huron. This also meant the 
Native Americans in the area were now 
under the authority of the United States. 
When Michigan officially became a state in 
1837, Charity Island was now owned by the 
state. This is when logging in the Saginaw 
Valley area began to take off, with the logs 
eventually being floated down rivers, often 
coming through the Saginaw Bay. With this 
practice, it became evident the rocky reef 
surrounding Charity Island caused many 
issues for lumber ships.

While it was known for years something 
needed to be done to better mark Charity 
Island, consideration didn’t arise until 
1851, when the Light-House Board was 
formed. In 1856, Congress approved the 
cost of $4,800 to construct a lighthouse. 
That same year President Abraham Lincoln 
officially acquired Charity Island on a 
federal level only 14 days before he was 
assassinated. Construction 
on the lighthouse began 
the same year it was 
approved, continuing into 
the following year. The 
lighthouse, which was 39 
feet tall and had a range 
of 13 miles, was attached 
to a single story dwelling 
for the lighthouse keeper, 

officially going into service on August 20, 
1857.

Colin Graham became the first lighthouse 
keeper in 1857, serving until 1865; 
counting Graham, there were technically 
only four lighthouse keepers through all 
the years of service because most had the 
title of assistant, even though they did all 
the work the lighthouse keeper did. Graham 
emigrated from Scotland with his wife 
Katherine to Ontario where he attempted 
farming, but he longed to be on the coast. 
Soon after, the couple moved to the island 
with their 12 children.  In order for Graham 
to stay up to date with the Civil War, his 
boys would watch for ships passing by. 
When they spotted one in the distance, the 
boys would hop into their rowboat and race 
toward the vessel where the crew would 
throw newspapers and supplies overboard 
for them to scoop up. The boys would then 
take those newspapers back and dry them 
out by the fireplace for their father to read.

Since the Charity Island Lighthouse was 
so open to the elements on the Great Lakes, 
need for repairs were constant, replacing 
the kitchen floor and re-plastering the 
ceiling and walls by 1868. It is known by 
Great Lakes’ captains that Saginaw Bay 
can host some of the roughest waters in 
the world, which explains why the area is 

often explained 
as a graveyard for 
ships. The waters 
proved this to be 
true on December 
4, 1885. The ship 
Oconto was off on 
its final trip of the 
season to Green 
Bay where it 
would dock over 
the winter. Shortly 
after the vessel left 
Oscoda heading 
toward Alpena, 

a treacherous snowstorm 
struck Lake Huron. It was 
said the snow eventually 
grew so bad the crew 
couldn’t see 20 feet in front 
of them and their wooden 
railings began snapping off 
from the force of the storm. 

CASEVILLE, Continued from Page 1

Example of flint 
embedded in limestone 
found on Charity Island

The first Charity Island lightkeeper Colin 
Graham and his wife Katherine (contributed 
by Robert Wiltse)

Charity Island Lighthouse 1857
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to reserve your seat call or visit

810-982-RIDE
www.982ride.comFind us on

Facebook!

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.

Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full

list of events on our website.

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.

Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full

list of events on our website.

Luxury Transportation

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060

$25 PER PERSON

FIREKEEPERS: July 6th & 20th

SOARING EAGLE: July 13th & 27th

The bus departs Port Huron at 9AM

$599 PER PERSON (D/O)
August 21st - 25th

INCLUDES ROUNDTRIP DELUXE TRANSPORTATION, HOTEL,
SUNSET MACKINAC CRUISE, ICE BREAKER TOUR,

VALLEY CAMP, SOO LOCKS DINNER CRUISE, 
TAQUAMENON FALLS AND MORE!

$69 PER PERSON
July 21st

The bus departs Port Huron at 6:30AM

Casino Day TripsCasino Day TripsCasino Day Trips

Cedar Point TripCedar Point TripCedar Point Trip

UP Maritime TourUP Maritime TourUP Maritime Tour

Detroit Tigers GameDetroit Tigers GameDetroit Tigers Game

$39 FOR ADULTS
$29 FOR CHILDREN & SENIOIRS

July 24th

The bus departs Port Huron at 9am
PRICE INCLUDES TRANSPORTATION AND ZOO ADMISSION.

vs Royals - July 16th GAME AT 7:10 PM

$75 per person (section 105)

vs Royals - July 17th GAME AT 1:10 PM

$55 per person

Toledo Zoo TripToledo Zoo TripToledo Zoo Trip

Captain McGregor made the decision to 
turn the boat around and seek shelter in the 
Tawas Bay. The ship was carrying livestock, 
such has horses, cows and chickens, and 
as the ship began taking on larger waves, 
chaos broke out onboard with chickens 
being swept off the boat and the remaining 
animals being tossed side to side furiously. 
First Mate Charles Rearden, of Port Huron, 
was frantically trying to shut off the stove to 
avoid a fire when he found the ship’s cook, 
William Brown. He was found lying on the 
floor calling for help, but he died soon after 
from what the crew explained as fright from 
the storm. The crew eventually spotted a 
light and began heading toward it, but as 
they neared what they thought was Tawas 
Bay, the captain quickly discovered he was 
actually in Saginaw Bay. By the time he 
realized where he was, it was too late and 
the ship struck bottom about a mile offshore 
becoming stranded.

They started handing out life preservers 
as soon as they felt the impact, but luckily 
for the crew, the ship wasn’t taking on 
water. The next morning, the lighthouse 
keeper and his assistant Wayne Pierce, who 
was 18 years old when he arrived that year, 
came to aid the 47 passengers stranded on 
the Oconto. Before the day was over, the 
two lighthouse keepers were able to get all 
the travelers safely on land - those on the 
ship stated they buried the ship’s cook on 
Charity Island. Over 100 years later, an 
84-year-old woman came 
to visit Robert Wiltse and 
his wife Karen, who today 
own the rebuilt lighthouse 
keepers’ dwelling and the 
surrounding five acres, 
running chartered day 
trips to the island. As 
fate would have it, the 
elderly woman turned out 
to be the granddaughter 
of Wayne Pierce, the 
assistant lighthouse keeper 
in 1885. She even brought with her the book 
Mysterious Island that Pierce took with 
him the day he moved to Charity Island. 
Ironically, because he wrote it in the front 
cover, the day he finished the novel was the 
night before he discovered the shipwreck of 
the Oconto.

At the turn of the century, the island 
began experiencing some changes. It was 
decided by the federal government to place 
a stationary crew on Charity Island strictly 

to save those 
stranded near 
the lighthouse. 
In order to 
house the men, 
a two story, four 
bedroom house 
was constructed 
for them attached 
to the lighthouse. 
As a result of 

this taller residence, the lighthouse was 
now blocked from one side of the island, 
so in 1907, the tower was raised 10 feet. 
By 1917, the lighthouse on Charity Island 
became one of the first Great Lakes’ 
lighthouses to become automated. Since 
the lighthouse didn’t require the extensive 
upkeep it once needed, a part of the island, 
with the exception of the area surrounding 
the lighthouse, was sold to R.L. Gillingham 
Fishing Company in 1926; after making his 
initial bid of $7,000, the owner resubmitted 
a new bid of $20,250 to ensure no one else 
stole the land from him. He later learned his 
original bid was the highest, but he needed 
the island for his business because fishing 
rights depended on how much land the 
company owned on the bay. Gillingham, 
which was one of the largest commercial 
fishing companies on the Great Lakes, had 
leased land on Charity Island since the 
1880s.

The final days for the Charity Island 
lighthouse were in 1939, when a gravelly 
shoal light was erected on the western side of 
Saginaw Bay, resulting in the island’s light 
being abandoned and deactivated. Following 
the decommissioning of the lighthouse, 
the use of the island became very scarce 
for the next few decades . By the middle 
of the 1960s, the island was completely 
privately owned. Robert and Karen Wiltse 
became owners of the majority of the island 
in 1992. The original plan was to develop 

24 monstrous homes, 
but once they had to do 
an investigation on the 
historical aspects of the 
land, their intentions 
changed. A harbor 
was constructed taking 
16 weeks and 60,000 
pounds of dynamite, 
along with 15 people 
placing down payments 
on the property, but 

then the Wiltse’s decided the island would 
be better left for historical preservation and 
not development. So instead of dotting the 
land with lavish homes, the couple decided 
to live in the light keeper’s house, which 
they rebuilt on the original 1916 basement, 
and run a day cruise back and forth to the 
island. By 1997, they sold approximately 
80 percent of the entire island to the state 
as a wildlife sanctuary, while they kept the 
land surrounding the lighthouse.

Today, Charity Island’s long history 
lives on, thanks to the preservation efforts 
of Robert and Karen Wiltse. The landmass 
is home to many protected species of 
vegetation, such as pink lady's slippers, 
trillium, Jack-in-the-pulpit and Pitcher’s 
thistle, along with many species of wildlife 
including bald eagles and songbirds from 
Central and South America - but most of 
all, it conserved the historic site used by the 
Native Americans for thousands of years 
before Europeans arrived.

Oconto

Piping plover, a rare bird 
found on Charity Island
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By Diane 
Kodet, 
ThumbPrint 
News Editor

Relax ing 
on Siesta 
Key Beach 
in Sarasota, 
Florida, one 
balmy day in 
late spring, 
I was letting 
my bare feet 

enjoy the feel of the silky white sand and was watching seagulls wade in the water at the edge 
of the waves, presumably catching small tidbits of whatever it was they wanted for breakfast 
that morning.  As usual, in the distance, I saw a motorboat pulling behind it a parasail that 
was quite high up in the sky.  Two tourists were enjoying a birds-eye 
view of the vast ocean around them and one of the best beaches in 
the nation.

Suddenly, my ears heard a sound that at first I thought was 
a helicopter, though not quite as loud. But, soon my eyes saw 
something I had not seen before at Siesta Key Beach;  the 
best way I can describe it was that it looked like a large jet ski 
with wings.  On the side were the words Siesta Key Seaplanes.  
I was fascinated at first sight. I wondered if people could rent 
them.  Little did I know that, in less than a month, I would be 
flying in one of them and having the time of my life.

Sometimes, flying feels too godlike to be attained by man. Sometimes, the world from above seems too 
beautiful, too wonderful, too distant for human eyes to see …

— Charles A. Lindbergh, The Spirit of St. Louis,  1953

Drew Mitchell grew up splitting time living in Chicago with his mother and then with 
his father in Dallas.  It wasn’t until after he did a three-year stint in the U.S. Army and then 
completed four years of college in Wisconsin that he made the decision to move to a warm 
climate. (He said the final straw came when it snowed on May 1 in Wisconsin.)  Since his 
grandmother lived in Bradenton, Florida, he initially decided to start his new life journey 
there, moved to Sarasota for three years, then on to Orlando and then eventually back to 

Sarasota in 2014.  During that time Drew 
worked as both a firefighter/paramedic and a 
real estate agent.

Always having had a desire to fly, once 
Drew moved back to Sarasota, he decided that 
the time was now right for him to begin acting 
on his dream.  Drew trained full-time for a 
year to obtain his Sport Pilot endorsement 
and Certified Flight Instructor endorsement, 
which required 150 flight hours and successful 
completion of Fundamentals of Instruction, 

Flight Instruction Practical and Oral Examination.  Once his training was complete, Drew 
opened his current business in November of 2015, Siesta Key Seaplanes, which was what I 
had seen in the sky on the beach that day in late spring.

A ride with Drew on a Siesta Key Seaplane is the ultimate highlight of a vacation along 
the Gulf Coast of Florida.  In May, I had friends, David and Soo, visiting from Yorkshire, 
England.  We once again had the privilege to see a Siesta Key Seaplane swoop by on one 
of our daily trips to Siesta Key 
Beach, and David decided he 
wanted to find out more about it. 

After calling the number on 
the side of the seaplane, David 
found out that Drew offered 
both individual pleasure flights 
and instruction on how to fly a 
seaplane.  David signed up for a 
half-hour pleasure flight.

On the day of David’s flight, 
David, Soo, my husband and 

Flying like a Bird with Siesta Key Seaplanes in Sarasota, Florida
I drove to the pick-up location, a 
park along Sarasota Bay, and David 
was giddy with anticipation.  At the 
assigned meeting time, out of the 
blue we saw Drew coming in with 
the seaplane.  It was fascinating 
watching it land out in the Bay 
and then taxi in closer to us before 
anchoring in the water.  After a 
few minutes of introduction and 
instruction, including safety tips, David waded with Drew in the knee-high deep water and 
boarded the plane with Drew.  In a matter of minutes, they were off and flying.

Approximately 40 minutes later, Drew and David returned and David was beaming.  He 
said it was one of the most amazing things he had ever done.  In fact, he was so convincing, that 
his wife, Soo, decided to give it a go as well.  When she returned with the same compliments, 
I knew it was something I needed to experience as well.

And I did.  It was absolutely amazing.  The ocean water from above was the color of 
turquoise.  
We saw 
dolphins 
p lay ing , 
a stingray 
scouting 
out its 
terri tory 
and even 
a small 
shark.  On 
top of that, 
hundreds 
of people 
w e r e 
playing in 
the warm 
waters, on 
sand bars 
and on 
the beach, 
and many were waving to us and probably wishing that they, 
too, could be up there flying like a bird.  As Drew says, “Every flight is a new, beautiful 
experience.  I see dolphin jumping and playing, manatee and sting ray, and schools of fish 
avoiding prey.  The freedom of flight in this amazing environment is unforgettable!”

I highly recommend that anyone traveling to the Sarasota area consider taking a flight with 
Drew on Siesta Key Seaplanes.  Florida’s incredible weather allows him to fly year round.  
For those who may be slightly hesitant, Drew says, “This experience is not for everyone, but 
it helps to know that this type of aircraft (amphibious), operated in this environment (over 
water), is extremely safe, if conducted in appropriate conditions.  I will not fly in unsafe 
conditions.  Safety is my number one priority.  This is by far the most exciting activity on the 
Suncoast.”  I could not agree more!  

Editor’s note:  In addition to pleasure flights, Siesta Key Seaplanes also offers instruction for 
those interested in learning to fly a seaplane.  For a beginner, with no flight experience, it takes 
approximately 40 hours to get a Sport Pilot Weight Shift Control endorsement.  If you are interested 
in either, call Drew at (941) 356-1121 or email him at siestakeyseaplanes@gmail.com.  For 
information on rates and a video showing a typical flight, go to www.siestakeyseaplanes.com. 
Also, I would like to thank David Betteridge, who contributed all of the photos for this article. 
 
Thumb Birds: If you would like to join our Thumb Bird group, the only requirements are that you live 
or have lived in one of the nine counties that ThumbPrint News covers (Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, 
Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola or Wayne) and that you now 
spend either part or all of the year in Florida.  We get together once in winter 
in Florida and once in summer in Michigan to socialize and enjoy a wonderful 
pot-luck lunch together.  If you are interested, please send your name, addresses 
in both Michigan and Florida, and your phone number in both places to 
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.  Once we receive that information, we will 
welcome you to the Thumb Birds and send you an invite to our next get-together 
in August in Michigan.  Note:  If you are currently a Thumb Bird, you should 
have received an invitation by email to our August get-together; if not, please 
send your current email address to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and we will 
get a copy out to you right away.

Drew from Siesta Key Seaplanes taxiing in

Bird's-eye view of Siesta Key Beach

Flying like a bird

Up, up and away

Siesta Key beach bathers watch in awe

Editor, Diane Kodet, with Drew
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Downtown Imlay City

www.imlaycitymich.com

810-724-1361810-724-1361

July 22 & 23

Imlay City Area Chamber of Commerce Presents the

Shop, Dine and Support Downtown Imlay City

www.icdda.comwww.icdda.com

SUMMER MOVIE SERIES
Lamb Steele Park

Tuesdays in August at Dusk

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Lamb Steele Park

Tuesdays in July at 7pm

Presents

�umbPrint News Travels to Colorado, South Dakota and Wyoming!

Designed by Freepik

Dale and Linda Plotkowski helped us move closer to our goal when they took �umbPrint News on their vacation to three di�erent states.
Here is what they had to say about their vacation:

We read the article about �umbPrint News traveling to all 50 states in the March 2016 edition.
We are lifetime residents of Michigan and have the same quest - to travel to all 50 states, however 
without a deadline. In 37 years of marriage, we have now traveled to 42 states. In April, we took 
�umbPrint News and visited Colorado, South Dakota and Wyoming. We saw many wonderful 

sights and took many beautiful pictures. We are sending pictures of four of our favorite places in these 
three states: Rocky Mountain National Park and Denver Mile High Stadium, Home of the Broncos, 

from Colorado, Mt. Rushmore in South Dakota, and the Train Depot in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

            
  still

needs to tra
vel to the

following st
ates:

AL, AR, CT, 
DE, ID,

IN, LA, MN, 
MS, MT,

NE, NH, ND, 
OK, OR,

RI, TN, VA &
 WI.

(We will stil
l accept phot

os

from states w
here TPN has 

already trave
led, or from

any countries
 in the world

,

whether featu
red in a

past issue or
 not.)

ThumbPrint Ne
ws

For the many years that �umbPrint News has been in circulation, our faithful readers have traveled 
with the newspaper and photographed themselves in many di�erent states and countries.  
�umbPrint News has even traveled to all seven of the continents.  Our goal for 2016 is to have 
�umbPrint News travel to any remaining states where it has not yet been photographed.

We are asking our readers to help complete our list of 50 states.  If you are traveling 
to one of the states listed below and to the le, please take a copy of the 

newspaper with you and photograph yourself somewhere in that state 
and send it to us with a paragraph or so about your travels.  We will 
print it in a future edition of �umbPrint News and will send you a 
complimentary copy.  Or, if you have a 
friend or relative in one of those states, 
send them a copy and let them take a 
picture and send it in. We need high 
quality .jpg photos, which can be emailed 
to �umbPrintNews@comcast.net. We 
would like to be able to say that we 
have traveled to all 50 states by 
the end of 2016!  Please help us 
in our quest. 

Where

has your

ThumbPrint News

Been?
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FREE UNDERMOUNT
STAINLESS STEEL SINK

WITH 40 SQ. FT. PURCHASE

SAVE 25%

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS     Expires 7/31/2016

ON BEDROCK BOND
STONE PROTECTION

PROGRAM

REMNANT
MADNESS

ALL GRANITE
REMNANTS

$29/SQ. FT.
(pick up only)

NOW SERVING
YOUR AREA!
Genesee

Huron
Lapeer

Macomb
Oakland Tuscola

Wayne

OVER300COLORSIN STOCK

FREE DELIVERY &
INSTALLATION!PRICED

AT

ORDER BEFORE
JULY 21ST

& LET BEDROCK
PAY THE TAX!

New Sales Only.   Expires 7/21/2016New Sales Only. BR1 Model Only.     Expires 7/31/2016

20% OFF!
GRANITE
ALL IN-STOCK UP TO 40 SQ. FT.

OF 3 CM GRANITE

 INSTALLATION & SINK
Limited color selection. New Sales Only. See store for details.

$1,888
FREE DELIVERY

Sanilac

St. Clair

SIZZLING SUMMER SAVINGS EVENT!



July 2016  Page 11Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 for a wasp treatment!

Department of Veterans Affairs Millage

RENEWAL

Here’s the Fact
Is an existing .10 Mills levy on taxable real and personal
property.

Is permitted by Michigan Public Act 214 of 1899 and
Public Act 192 of 1953.

Is funding that directly goes to providing ancial aid to
veterans and their families.

Is funding that provides ancial support for administration of
the St. Clair County Department of Veterans Affairs.

s...

Tuesday, August 2, 2016
www.sccvet.us

Election DayElection Day
Tuesday, August 2, 2016

www.sccvet.us

LJ-0100329785

’

SOUDA BAY, Greece (May 18, 2016) Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Nicole Stott from Dryden, 
Michigan, explains the procedure of checking for an exit wound during a medical training session 
with Moroccan soldiers during Exercise Phoenix Express May 18, 2016. Phoenix Express is a U.S. 
Africa Command-sponsored multinational maritime exercise designed to increase maritime safety 
and security in the Mediterranean.

DIMENSION ONE SPAS®

Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059 

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

FREE Water Testing

Service - Sales - Chemicals - Spas

In Ground & Above Ground Pools (810) 385-6063

Financing
Available!

43

POOL SPA&POOL SPA&

FAMILY FEATURES 

Watermelon conjures images of warm weather days, 
refresh ing sweetness and the delightful dribble 

of sticky juice trickling down your chin. Though it is, 
indeed, a delicious seasonal snack, watermelon is a 
healthy treat that can be enjoyed year-round and all day 
long, too. For other recipes featuring the distinctly crisp 
flavor of watermelon, visit www.watermelon.org. 

While half of some fruits are tossed when 
you throw away the seeds or the peel, all of 
the watermelon can be used. Save your rinds 
and make this yummy slaw. Besides, the rind 
is packed with citrulline and arginine, two 
compounds that aid in healthy blood flow.

Servings: 4 one-cup 
Dressing

 1/4  cup fat-free, plain Greek yogurt
 1/4  cup low-fat sour cream
 1 1/2  tablespoons stone-ground mustard
 1  tablespoon apple cider vinegar
 4  teaspoons fresh lemon juice
 1  tablespoon sugar
 1  teaspoon poppy seeds
 2  teaspoons olive oil
  Salt and pepper to taste

Slaw
4  cups grated  
   watermelon  
   rind with fruit  
   and green peel  
   removed
1  cup grated 
   carrot
1 1/2  cup diced  
   fresh pineapple
In small bowl, 
blend together 
dressing ingredients thoroughly. Set aside.
Place watermelon rind on several layers of 
paper towels to soak up excess fluid.
In medium-sized bowl, place dressing, rind, 
carrot and pine apple and toss to thoroughly 
coat. 

Watermelon Rind, Carrot and Pineapple Slaw
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PGA Collision

Call PGA for a FREE inspection today!
Saturdays by Appointments!

MON-FRI 8 AM - 5 PM
pgacollision@comcast.net

SPECIALIZING
IN RV REPAIR

Call Roger direct at
810-650-9023

Roger Hamill
President

www.huronhomesllc.com
30 Years of Experience

Fast, Efficient, Quality Stick-Built Construction
Amazing Value at $55/Square Foot - Set Up

MODELS ON DISPLAY - DOVE ST. 1/2 MILE EAST OF RANGE RD.

like appearance. 
Tapeworms 
segments look like 
grains of rice and 
can be seen either on 
the feces or crawling 
around on the hind 
end of the animal. 
Hookworms and 
whipworms, both 
more common in 
dogs than in cats, are 
very small and often 
not seen in the feces.

All cats and dogs should have a fecal exam every year to determine if parasites are 
present. This test should be done at least a couple of times for puppies and kittens 
during their first year of life.  Once identified, they can be treated very successfully.  
Dewormers are medications used to rid your pet of worms. The type of dewormer 
needed will depend on the type of worm present. Not all worms respond to the same 
treatment and no single dewormer works against all parasites. Most of the commonly-
used heartworm preventatives for pets will also prevent some of the common 
intestinal parasites. Since tapeworms can be contracted by ingesting fleas, using 
monthly flea and tick preventatives can also help control parasite infections in your 
pet.

So, even though these intestinal parasites are very common and can sometimes 
cause no obvious symptoms, the importance of good parasite prevention cannot be 
stressed enough. Left untreated, we would have many more sick animals and increase 
the risk of spread to humans as well. All these reasons support the importance of 
those annual fecal tests, even in your seemingly healthy pet.

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 
2981 Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is: www.mvhvet.com. Dr. DiBenedetto 
can be reached at (248) 585-2622 for other pet-related questions.

By Dr. DiBenedetto, ThumbPrint News Columnist

Intestinal parasites are extremely common in both cats 
and dogs. Several types of internal parasites (referred to as worms) can infect animals 
of any age, although puppies and kittens tend to be the biggest victims. Some of 
these parasites can occasionally infect humans as well. The best thing for you is 
for your pet to never get a parasitic infestation in the first place. However,  this is 
difficult because the parasites are everywhere in the environment. Your pet’s lifestyle 
is a factor in his or her risk of acquiring a parasitic infestation. Animals that spend 
time outdoors, that hunt, kill and eat prey, and those that come in contact with the 
feces of other animals have a higher risk. Contaminated water and soil are other 
potential sources. Humans are at risk directly from their pets and from soil and water 
contaminated with feces. The number one thing you can do to protect yourself is to 
wash your hands thoroughly after gardening and handling your pets.

The most common types of parasites are roundworms, tapeworms, hookworms and 
whipworms. Parasites are often “silent” and you will not know your pet has them. 
The more common intestinal parasites have adapted so well to their hosts (your pets), 
that they are living in balance and cause no observable health issues. But that can 
always change. It is when the parasites become too numerous that your pet’s health is 
affected.  Worm infestations can cause diarrhea, sometimes with blood, weight loss, 
a dry/dull hair coat, general poor appearance, listlessness and vomiting, occasionally 
with worms in the vomit. In fact some worm eggs or larvae can be dormant in your 
pet’s body and become active only in times of stress. In the case of roundworms and 
hookworms, they can appear in the later stages of pregnancy and infect the soon-to-
be-born puppies or kittens. Of these common parasites, roundworms and tapeworms 
are the two that are most likely to be seen in the stool. Roundworms have a spaghetti-

Intestinal Parasites 
in Our Pets
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888 577-0847

07/06 Wed. Greektown Casino - (pkg $30) $27
07/07 Thu. Caesars Windsor - (pkg $15) $25
07/09 Sat. Motorcity Bologna Fest Fundraiser - (pkg $30) $35
07/10-11 Kewadin Mackinac Island Tour - (up to $70 pkgs) $160
07/12 Tue. FireKeepers Casino - (pkg $25) $32
07/13 Wed. Motor City Casino - (pkg $30) $27
07/14 Thu. Christmas in July Frankenmuth $30
07/18 Mon. Cedar Point $69
07/19 Tue. Soaring Eagle Casino - (pkg $25) $32
07/20 Wed. Greektown Casino - (pkg $30) $27
07/24-26 Chip Inn & Kewadin - (up to $480) $155
07/27 Wed. Greektown Casino - (pkg $30) $27
07/28 Thu. Point Edward Casino - (pkg $10) $20

Details at:
Tour & Cruise
Complete Trip,

We also do Special Trips and Fundraisers for Groups - Call!

All Sunburst Trips and Tours are 
Completely Escorted Aboard Newer 

Luxury Motorcoaches.
www.sunbursttours.com

Christmas Gifts
Birthday

Anniversary
Wedding

Graduation

Available in All
Denominations

from $25 to $100
plus Special

Custom
Amounts

make
Great Presents and Gifts

at Any Time for Any Occasion

Gift Certificates

of Port Huron, MI

,

Thumbs Up
To Seniors

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4

St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

MARITIME
TRIVIA

Email your guess to
marineart@jclary.com

Congratulations to John Travis of
Fort Gratiot, Michigan, for correctly

answering question #31.
Be the first to correctly answer

Question #32 and you could
win a J. Clary collector print!

C o u r t e s y  o f
T h e  M a r i n e  A r t

o f  J .  C l a r y

Question #31
When saying "goodbye", 
what could a sailor expect
if he tasted the salt of his 

loved one's tears?
Answer to #31:

That he would come home 
safely and his wife or 

sweetheart would remain true.
Maritime Trivia

Question #32
Why were the little X's that 

British sailors used to signify 
kisses banned in letters to 

sweethearts?

Call for all your 
septic needs!

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

The English language has many idioms used throughout daily life to 
help explain an event or situation. Many people use sayings, such as 
“let the cat out of the bag” or “you can’t judge a book by its cover”, 
but few actually know how these sayings originated.  

One of the most popular idioms is “the real McCoy”, which has 
a long history of use dating back more than 150 years, but where it 
all began often depends on who you ask. When the name McCoy is 
mentioned, the thing most people think of is the Hatfield-McCoy 
feud, which some believe is where the saying came from. Due to the 
popularity of the name McCoy, many people 

claim to know who coined the phrase, but despite extensive research, historians are 
still torn between many different possibilities of who was truly “the real McCoy”. 

One of the more popular stories is that of Elijah McCoy, who was responsible for 
holding nearly 60 patents at the time of his death at 85 years old in 1929. The child of 
two escaped slaves, Elijah was born in 1844, in Canada, and after high school went 
to Scotland to study mechanical engineering. He eventually moved to Ypsilanti with 
his family and in 1872, while working for the Michigan Central Railroad as a fireman 
and oilman, Elijah invented an automatic lubrication system. The drip cup ensured 
all the moving parts were constantly oiled, which prior to this was done by hand and 

took a great deal of time. Once news spread of his new 
invention, others tried to imitate the oil cup, but nothing 
else measured up to the original. The story says this led 
people to ask if the locomotive was equipped with “the 
real McCoy”. Author Aaron E. Klein wrote about Elijah’s invention saying it “sped up 
the railroads, and faster railroad deliveries spurred the economic growth of a nation.”

Another well-known person believed to be “the real McCoy” was Norman Selby, 
who was the American welterweight boxing champion from 1898 until 1900. 
Famous for his elusive corkscrew punch, Selby was born in Indiana in 1872, and 
when he began boxing, he fought under the name Kid McCoy. Due to his smaller 
build, standing 5’11” and only weighing 160 pounds, many people doubted he could 
be the famed fighter because pictures were not prevalent at the time. The story 
goes that a drunken man in a bar began picking on Selby 

By David Odziana 
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Field Reporter

See  REAL MCCOY Page 15

Elijah McCoy

Norman Selby
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Saturday 8am-5pm • Sunday 8am-4pm

Thousands of

ITEMS
Under Canopy

& Outside20162016
 July 9-10  Sept. 10-11 

Located At: Knights of Columbus Grounds
11541 21 Mile Road, Shelby Twp., MI

www.UticaAntiques.com / 586.254.3495

& Free Parking
5 $5$ Admission

2 HUGE DA
YS

Presents...

Troubles with Tomatoes

Troubles with 

By David Odziana, ThumbPrint News Writer and Field Reporter

With tomato harvesting right around the corner, it’s essential to be informed on all potential 
pests waiting to ruin all of your hard work.

One type of annoyance that attacks the beloved red fruit is various types of insects, which 
destroy different areas of the plant.

Aphids, which are small green bugs, chomp away at the foliage and usually arrive in large 
groups. It can be hard to notice the damage at first because they eat slowly and their greenish 
color helps them blend in. If aphids are your problem, the first step is to remove the foliage 
that has been damaged and dispose of them in a closed container. If the insects have spread to 
other plants, spray them with a mixture of water, liquid soap and vegetable oil to deter them 
from landing.

Although worms are normally considered a good sign of healthy soil, a few types of worms 
are anything but good; the hornworm and cutworm are two of those species. The hornworm 
will eat stems, leaves and fruit and are easy to spot because of their large size. The best way to 
fix the problem is to pull them off the plant and relocate or kill them. Rototilling your garden 
before planting each year is a way to destroy the larvae before they develop. The cutworm, 
which is grey in color and looks similar to a caterpillar, is much more difficult to catch in the 
act because it strikes at night. Luckily, prevention is easily obtained by placing collars at the 
base of the stem, usually made out of foil or cardboard, extending an inch below the soil.

Other types of nuisances that could be the death of your tomatoes are diseases and 
infections caused by the weather. Blight, which is a fungal infection, appears as black lesions 
on the leaves, which eventually turn yellow and if they reach the fruit, it will become inedible.

Tomato rot is a disease that affects a large percentage of tomatoes each year. It appears as a 
black hole varying in size, which can sometimes be cut out before 

eating, but often ruins the whole fruit. This is caused by a 
deficiency in calcium, which causes the tissues of the plant 

to break down and rot away. Alleviation of the problem 
can be achieved by adding organic compost, such as egg 
shells or other calcium products, into the garden.

Following the above tips will allow you to enjoy red, 
ripe, juicy tomatoes well into the fall.  
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by Karisa HuxfordHappy Endings

Wake up, Margaret! It’s already July; we’ve over-hibernated!

Since fireworks are a big part of many Fourth 
of July celebrations, here are a few little 
known facts about those wonderful explosive 

means of entertainment:
1. The earliest documentation of fireworks dates back 
2000 years to 7th century China, where they were 
used to scare off mountain men and evil spirits.
2. Today China is the largest manufacturer and 
exporter of fireworks in the world; 90% of all fireworks 
originate from there.
3.  According to those who interpret dreams, dreaming 
about fireworks means that you like to be the center of 
attention and like showing off to others.
4. Although we enjoy fireworks, most animals do not.  
Always keep dogs and cats inside the house when 
fireworks are being let off – and make sure they have 
someplace to hide.

Fireworks Facts!

Several Delivery Options Available
810-433-1613
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
cartridgeconnectionink@gmail.com

$5 OFF
of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink 

valued at $20 or more. 
One coupon per purchase.

any purchase

Remanufactured/Compatible Ink and Toner You can now
fax requests to

(586) 441-5128

ABCABC
Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

We Can Help You 
M I N I M I Z E  

the Number of Ticks 
in Your Yard!!!

Call Us for an Appointment

despite other’s warnings. The intoxicated patron challenged the man to a 
fight and Selby quickly knocked him out. When the man regained consciousness, he reportedly exclaimed, “Oh 
my God that was the real McCoy.” Another version of the story states because of his average size, many men 
attempted to impersonate the fighter, which led people to explain Selby as “the real McCoy”. Selby’s life after 
boxing went downhill fast, spending eight years in jail for murder, as well as getting married nine times before 
committing suicide in 1940. 

Then there’s the story of Bill McCoy, who became famous as the result of prohibition. Bill owned a boatyard 
in Florida and once alcohol became illegal, he sold a portion of his business to purchase the schooner Henry L. 
Marshall to smuggle booze. After a few successful trips, Bill purchased a larger and faster boat, and because his 
operation was growing, he began taking precautions to avoid being arrested. In an attempt to stay under the radar 
of U.S. law, Bill registered his new boat in Britain. His claim to fame came from the pureness of his whiskey 
because many people during this time watered down their alcohol. It is said that people began referring to Bill’s 
whiskey as “the real McCoy” because it was one of the only ones that wasn’t diluted. He was eventually captured 
by the U.S. Coast Guard in 1923 and was sentenced to nine months in jail. 

Although there are many claims that the United States is the birthplace of “the real McCoy”, there is some 
evidence disproving this, suggesting that “the real McCoy” could actually be MacKay. In Scotland, the earliest 
record of the term is from 1856, in the national dictionary, which read, “A drappie (drop) o’ the real MacKay.” 
By 1870, a whiskey distiller in Edinburgh, known as Messrs G. Mackay and Company, adopted the slogan, which 
predates all the American based claims. It is believed that once the slogan reached the United States, it was 
converted to McCoy, but if this is true, the reason for the change is unknown. 

Although there are many different versions for the origin of the saying, it appears, at least for now, that the 
person or item responsible for the famous “real McCoy” idiom will remain a mystery.

REAL MCCOY, Continued from Page 13

On Call and After Hours
Emergency Service

8015 Gratiot Ave.
Columbus, MI  48063

1-800-770-9903

www.superiorheatcoolgeo.com

10% off Full-Year Super
Maintenance Plan!

Financing Available

1-586-727-7753

Since 1993

HEATING &
COOLING, INC.

$200 off Installations
on new equipment
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CELEBRATING

17 YEARS!

(810) 385-1700MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

Making homes beautiful & 
accessible for Blue Water Area

seniors for over 17 years!

Walk-In Tubs

Walk-In Showers

• Total Bathroom 
   Remodeling From
   Start to Finish
• One-Day Bath 
   Remodeling
• Full Line of Safety
   & Accessibility 
   Products
• No Mess
• No Demolition

Winning Social Security Disability at the First Step
Attorneys Bieske & Alfonsi

file as FAST, or FASTER than all other firms.
Most importantly, they do it RIGHT.

www.ssdfighters.com
Their clients win the majority of their cases at the first 

step.  In recent years statistics show that the average person wins less than 1/3 of 
their cases at the first step, and, if you don’t win at the application stage, it could 
be years until you receive benefits.

They interview you, and unlike other firms, an actual attorney immediately 
files your application.  Over 70 pages of documents must be completed during 
the application process.  Often an answer given on one of the multiple confusing 
forms is actually used by the government to deny your case, not just on the first 
step, but in later appeals.  The firm does the paperwork for you, with forms 
forwarded to your doctor to bolster your case as well as follow-up with the 
government to determine case status.  Winning results in up to thousands of 
dollars in monthly benefits and early Medicare coverage.

Attorneys JB Bieske and Jennifer Alfonsi have been winning the vast majority 
of their cases at the application level and beyond.  They have 50 years of 
combined experience in only Social Security disability matters. They have won 
over 7,000 cases resulting in over $100 million in lump sum benefits for clients.  
   Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi offer free phone or office consultation and will 
promptly inform you if they can make a difference at the application stage.

If you have filed on your own and been denied call immediately.
The firm has won the vast majority of their appeals. No fee charged until after 
case is won.

Bieske and Alfonsi are very familiar with local judges and have offices 
located in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties and Flint.

1-800-331-3530 for a FREE CONSULTATION

4601 S. River Road • East China • 810-329-7169

,

.
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ROOFING EXPERTS
Aff�rd���� P�i�e�

T�us�e� P��es�i�n�l� ...

Michigan Builders License No. 2102181179

Call 810-984-3420
For Your FREE Estimate

www.ReasonableRoofing.com

0% APR.Financingfor 60 mos.

▪
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▪

ROOF &MASONRYREPAIRS

SHINGLED ROOFING
METAL & COPPER
 ROOFING
SLATE & CEDAR ROOFING
FLAT ROOFING
FIBER CEMENT SIDING
VINYL SIDING
CUSTOM GUTTER SYSTEMS
CARPENTRY
INSURANCE CLAIMS SPECIALIST

www.foxfm.com
To Advertise With Us Call Lisa at 888-530-3426.

Today’s Best Music

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

I have owned my cottage for four years 
last month! How time flies. When I look 
back and think about the several cottages 
(at least 20) that I looked at that were for 
sale, I remember each one had a distinct 
look, feel and smell to it. I couldn’t help but 
look around and see the framed pictures, 
decorations and furniture that have been 
in place in those quaint little seasonal 
homes. I noticed the family photos on the 
walls and glanced at them to see a smiling 
face holding up a beverage to toast the 
summer, family grill outs, someone floating 
on an inner tube in Lake Huron and folks 
just enjoying Michigan’s beautiful summer. 
The saying “if these walls could talk” made 
sense to me then. I tried to imagine how 
many families and guests over the years 
have had great memories, stories to tell and 
photos to prove it until this day. I imagined 
smiling faces, laughter and sunburnt 
children running around the cottage as 
care-free as possible, perhaps when life 
was a little simpler and the world wasn’t so 
chaotic.

In a sad way, it made me wonder why 
the places were for sale, whether it was the 
sons and daughters or grandchildren of the 
elderly parents that were no longer able 
to take care of the place or were no longer 
with us. I remember meeting one man in 
particular who said his cottage had been in 
his family for three generations, but it was 
just simply time to sell and get ready for his 
own retirement life out-of-state. He genuinely 
told me he wanted to see a new family enjoy 
this home as much as he did!

Thinking back to my cottage-seeking time 
four years ago, I met some great people 
and learned a lot about Huron County and 
Michigan’s Thumb area in general. I now 
take more pictures, encourage my kids to 
bring their friends up for a weekend, and 
simply enjoy my free time at my cabin and 
realize how grateful I really am to be able to 
make such great memories that will last with 
my own children long after I’m gone.  Owning 
a seasonal home in Michigan has always 
been a dream for me, and I am living that 
dream now. It may be a small place, but it is 
has been and always will be full of laughter, 
memories, sunburnt faces and stories to tell 
years from now. Happy summer 2016! 
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Children’s
 Barn Yard
Mon - Sat

 11am - 9pm

Goodells County Park
$7 per person, 8 yrs. & under free
OR Purchase a weekly admission pass:
$50 - if purchased by Sunday, July 17, 2016.
$60 - beginning Monday, July 18th at the entrance gate.
OR Purchase a daily pass for
$20 at the gate (July 18 - July 23) during the fair. Each daily admission
pass admits one car and all occupants on the date purchased.
 

Skerbeck Family Carnival - MONDAY: 5pm-10pm & TUESDAY-SATURDAY: 1pm-10pm
MONDAY: Regular Prices | TUESDAY: $1/Ride 1pm-6pm

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: $22 Unlimited Rides 1pm-10pm
FRIDAY & SATURDAY $17 Unlimited Rides 1pm-5pm

Animal
Judging

Begins Daily
at 9am

Monday, July 18th

Tuesday, July 19th Friday, July 22nd

Thursday, July 21st

Wednesday, July 20th Saturday, July 23rd

KID’s DAY

M i l i t a r y  D a y
( m u s t  s h o w  I D )

July 18th - July 23, 2016

6 - 1 0 : 3 0 p m  K a r a o k e
7 p m  F L Y I N G  S T A R  R O D E O
7 p m  T I P A  T R A C T O R  A N D  L O C A L
      T R U C K  P U L L
7 p m  H o r s e  P u l l  -  H a l f  l i n g e r s

3 p m  M a g i c  S h o w  &  B i k e  G i v e a w a y
      S p o n s o r e d  b y  J o h n  A r n o l d
6 - 1 0 : 3 0 p m  K a r a o k e
7 p m  T I P A  T R A C T O R  A N D  T R U C K  P U L L

3 p m  B i k e  G i v e a w a y
      S p o n s o r e d  b y  P e t e ’ s  C a m p i n g
7 p m  T I P A  T R A C T O R  A N D  T R U C K  P U L L
7 - 9 p m  D o g  A g i l i t y  D e m o  &  R e c a l l

 $1 Rides from 1 - 6pm  

2 p m  F r o g  J u m p i n g  &  T u r t l e  R a c i n g
      C o n t e s t s  ( b r i n g  y o u r  o w n )
5 : 3 0 p m  P e d a l  T r a c t o r  P u l l  / R e g .  5 p m
6 - 1 0 : 3 0 p m  K a r a o k e
7 p m  F W D  B U M P  &  R U N

5 - 8 p m  N a u t i  B o y s  ( S u m m e r t i m e  m u s i c )
7 p m  F I G U R E  8  R W D  A N D  F W D  S T O C K
      D E R B Y
7 : 3 0 p m  D R A F T  H O R S E  P U L L

3 p m  P e t  P a r a d e  ( s e e  w e b s i t e  f o r  r u l e s )
4 : 3 0 - 7 : 3 0 p m  M i k e  &  J e r r y
       S u m m e r t i m e  i c
7 p m  T E R R A  “ F X ”  F a i r g r o u n d s  S X S / Q u a d     
      s h o r t - c o u r s e  r a c i n g

Free Horse Drawn Tram Rides

This is a partial fair schedule.

m u s ))

www.abcbees.com • abcbees@comcast.net • Licensed & Insured

$10 OFF
ABC Home & Commercial Services - 810-794-5678

Not valid with any other offer.

coupon code:  abc 716 Expires 07/31/2016

FOR NEW CUSTOMERS
GROUP DISCOUNT

FOR 6 OR MORE NEIGHBORS

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust! Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place 
for our readers to identify.  If you think you know the answer, visit our website at 
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer.  Of all persons submitting the 

correct answer by the 15th of the month, one person will be randomly 
selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift 

at the end of the year!  On December 16, 2016, one winner will 
be drawn out of all the monthly winners and the lucky person 
will be notified. 

For our June contest, we asked our readers to identify what 
the object to the left is and for what it is used. 

Of all of those submitting the correct answer, Dave Loersch 
of Chesterfield Township, Michigan, was randomly chosen to be 

entered into the year-end drawing.  Dave identified that this object is mace.
Mace is a spice which is actually the dried, outer red aril enveloping firmly 

around the nutmeg kernel. The nutmeg kernel and the mace arils are two 
separate spice products coming from the same nutmeg fruit. However, mace 
characteristically composes higher concentration of certain essential oils and 
features a more refined and intense aroma than nutmeg. For the same reasons, it 
commands a higher price and a special place in the kitchen spice cabinet! Mace, 
as well as the nutmeg seeds, is thought to 
have originated in the tropical rain forest of 
the Indonesian Maluku Islands, also known 
as the Spice Islands.  

For our July contest, we are asking our 
readers what the following object which 
is pictured to the right is and for what it 
is used.  Remember, go to our website, 
www.thumbprintnews.com, if you know 
the answer.  Good luck! 
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50%
Off Everything 
in the Store!!!

27127 29 Mile Road, Lenox, MI 48050
586-749-3253Call for Hours

or Appointment
English & Western Saddles - New & Used

Large Selection of Stable Supplies

Between Richmond and New Haven - 4 miles west of Gratiot - 2 miles east of North Ave.

Draft Size English & Western Tack

Inventory Reduction Sale

Saddle Stands

Training Tack

Pads

Jewelry

Spurs & Straps

Belts & Buckles

Reins

Bosals

Girths

Leathers

Irons

Bridles

300 + Bits in Stock - Western & English

45 Years
in Business

Mention                           ad
and get a free gift!

ThumbPrint News

By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Contributor

At this point, I think we can call it and 
accept that it will be impossible to go 
through a day without hearing the word 
"Trump" or "Clinton" for the foreseeable 
future. Some people might like hearing 
one of those words everyday and 
probably some people can go a full week 
without hearing them. And, of course, 
there are people reading this column 
who go can the rest of their lives without 
hearing either name ever again and still 
be happy campers.

But, as with every point, there is 
that pesky flip side. Such as, what 
would we be saying if our answering 
machines, the radio and all those TV 
news stations never mentioned the "T" 
or "C" word ever? Almost impossible to 
imagine, right? Elections get louder and 
louder with each cycle, and the bigger 
the election, the more our ears ring. I 
think we can safely say that with each 
major election comes a new level of 
annoyance.

When I’ve had it up to here (your 
tolerance may be a little lower), I try 
to remember that we are actually lucky 
to be yelled at by the candidates every 
day. Yeah, we probably only hear about 
five percent of what they are saying and 
even less new information, but we get 
to hear it. And when I sit still among 
all this chaos, I remind myself that 
millions of people would give their right 
arms to hear the constant chatter of a 
national election. And, I’m sure if I did 
enough research, I’d find that right now 
people are still literally giving their right 
arms trying to live in an independent 
democracy.

Still, when asked, I’m sure it would 
take less than a nano-second for folks 
to rattle off a long list of complaints 
about our election process, including 
the length and the cost, just to name a 

few. But, at least we have one. And at 
the risk of sounding editorial, that list of 
dissatisfaction has to live in the shadows 
compared to countries that don’t allow 
their citizens to vote.

Further this year, we are honored to 
personally witness our freedom shining 
even brighter with a woman finally being 
nominated to lead a major political party. 
I know millions of people disagree with 
this particular woman, and gratefully 
that is their right. But, I hope that we 
can all agree, 97 years after women won 
the right to vote, that now we are finally 
seeing a woman on the ballot for a major 
party. Historical momentum like this can 
only be achieved with the energies of 
freedom – a moment that I sincerely wish 
gives hope to the women everywhere 
who are feeling knocked down.

However, voting and schooling are 
things we sometimes take for granted 
and, if you are like me, can sometimes 
be things we vex about. When I think 
about how those campaign dollars 
could be spent on helping to alleviate 
big problems, like hunger and smaller 
problems on prescription co-pays for 
even one senior, I just shake my head. As 
far as schooling, who here can imagine 
what the day would be like if someone 
told you to stay home on the first day of 
school because of your gender or race?

Yes, yes it is the "Friday night" of 
another huge election campaign which 
will likely be the rowdiest one our 
country has ever had. But when I think 
about other places on our beautiful 
Earth, I can easily put up with the 
pending chatter.  Unfortunately, and, 
more importantly, what I can’t do is 
to overly thank those 
whose brave efforts 
allow all of us to go to 
the one place that not 
everybody gets to visit: 
a voting booth.

Submitted By Bob Steinmetz

The U.P. Trappers Association would like to announce its 2016 Convention/Outdoor 
Expo coming up on July 15 and 16, 2016, at the U.P. State Fairgrounds in Escanaba, 
Michigan.

Hours of operation have been adjusted this year, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. on Friday, and 
Saturday hours are 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (all times EST).  These hours are intended to 
give more people a chance to get to the show after work, and to provide the vendors, 
tailgaters and presenters the opportunity to get to their next destination.

Many “big name” outdoor experts will be on hand giving demos throughout the 
event.  Harry Nestell of F&T, Steve Gappa of “Coyotes R US”, Richard Clark of 
“NAFA”, Les Johnson of “Predator Quest” and Lesel Reuwsaat of “Freedom Outdoor 
TV”, Greg Schroeder of “Fur Harvesters” along with John Chagnon are all scheduled 
to be there.  Veteran trappers, hunters and newcomers to the sports will surely gain 
valuable knowledge and tips from these experts.

This “family friendly” event once again takes on the theme “something for 
everyone.”  Hundreds of vendors and tailgaters will be on hand.  In addition, there 
will be hunting and fishing gear, gun and knife dealers, and, for the ladies, crafters and 
quilters.  This is a good place to stock up on supplies and take advantage of sale prices, 
along with no shipping charges.

Many activities for kids are planned, including free fishing at the pocket park.  
There will be dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Friday evening (pulled pork and stacked turkey 
sandwiches), followed by a dance featuring music by Tune in Tokyo.  Cost is only 
$5.00 for the dinner and $5.00 for the dance.  All proceeds will benefit the Escanaba 
High School Bowling Team.  Food and refreshments will be available on the grounds 
throughout the convention.

“Having had the opportunity to host the National Trappers Convention in Escanaba 
in 2014 (with record numbers in attendance), a lot of interest in trapping, outdoor gear 
and activities was generated.  This carried over to last summer where we had over 2,500 
people attend the U.P. Convention.  We are expecting this summer’s convention to 
attract even more visitors,” said Jim Fornetti, longtime member of U.P. Trappers.

Admission is $5.00 for both days, kids 16 and under free.  Camping is available on 
the fairgrounds.  For further information contact Roy Dahlgren at (906) 399-1960 or by 
emailing trapperroy@outlook.com.

Sutherland Nature Sanctuary
Submitted By Dyle Henning, Lapeer Land Conservancy

The Sutherland Nature Sanctuary, a 75-acre wooded natural area near Hadley, Michigan, 
has been open since 1999 to the public for hiking, bird, animal and plant identification, 
and the general enjoyment of nature.  It has trails, ponds, a pavilion with picnic tables, and 
benches along the way. Visitors are welcome from dawn to dusk. 
Community groups and schools can arrange for guides to do 
tours and special educational programs by calling Chris Tippen 
at (248) 627-5815. The Sutherland Nature Sanctuary at 3960 Diehl 
Road is a property of our local Lapeer Land Conservancy. For more 
information check out our website www.lapeerlandconservancy.org.  
Summer is a great time for a walk.



Page 20  July 2016Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!

UTV - ATV - MX - SNOW - PWCUTV - ATV - MX - SNOW - PWC

SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIESSERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES
ENGINE REBUILD / SERVICE

CHASSIS / SUSPENSION SERVICE
CRANKSHAFTS · PISTONS · CYLINDERS

WHEELS · TIRES · ACCESSORIES
14500 FOLEY RD., CAPAC, MI 48014

(810) 395-7162

20% OFF
LABOR
TPN0716

MARINE CITY
447 South Water St.

(810) 765-5622

PORT HURON
610 Minnie St.
(810) 987-7500

CONGRATULATIONS
DR. RYAN FORDT, D.C.

ON A SUCCESSFUL
FIRST YEAR!!!

zimmerchiro.com

*Complimentary Exam
with this ad

(a $50 value)  *Medicare prohibited under law.

Dear Editor,
I do not know what these two 

objects are.  They were found at 
the south end of Harsens Island.  
I asked several people and no one 
knows.  Can any of your readers 
help me out? 

Cathy McCaffrey
Marysville, Michigan

Editor’s note:  If anyone can help Cathy out, email your response to 
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and we will print the answer in the August issue.

The following letter is a follow-up to a letter from Mary Metzger from St. 
Petersburg, Florida, who requested our help in locating the family of homeless 
veteran, Timothy Everett Smith.  Her letter was printed in the May issue.  Our May 
issue can be read online at www.thumbprintnews.com.

Dear Editor,
Shortly after my letter was published, Tim remembered a phone number 

that he thought might be his sister’s.  We called the number and reached 
his sister, who lives in Algonac, Michigan, so he is now in contact with her.  
Tim is currently in the VA Hospital, so she was able to call him there.  They 
had a good conversation and caught up on the family members.  I am not 
sure what will happen next, but, hopefully, they can reunite.

Mary Metzer
St. Petersburg, Florida

Letters to the Editor

Creating Bright Smiles through Quality Care in a Friendly Atmosphere!Creating Bright Smiles through Quality Care in a Friendly Atmosphere!

K. Donald Jackson, DDS
25+ Years of Experience

Call for an appointment today!

1980 Fred Moore Highway
St. Clair, MI 48079

Call 810-329-7440

Introductory Offer for New Patients!
Teeth Whitening

After recommended
treatment is

complete FREE (You Save
$360)

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person. Expires 7/31/16

Introductory Offer for New Patients!

Initial Exam & X-Rays
$5000 (You Save

$180)
K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440

1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person. Expires 7/31/16

Braces for Adults & Children
(You Save

$475)

K. Donald Jackson, DDS • 810-329-7440
1980 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI 48079
Choice of one offer per person. Expires 7/31/16

FREE
Work Up & Consultation

Specialized . Full Service
Same Day Emergency Care

General Dentistry
Exclusively Mercury-Free Fillings

Braces for Adults & Children
Cosmetic Dentistry

Oral Implants
Laser Dentistry

Headache & TMJ Treatment
Sleep Apnea & Snoring Treatment
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KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER

ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd., Clyde, MI 48049

I am the “Critter of the Month” at ABC

For All of Your
Critter & Pest

Control Needs
Call:

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 if  you’ve got spiders inside!

Kids Eat Free Everyday*
*with purchase of adult entree

join us for
$1 TACO
TUESDAYS

Open

7 Days

at 11am
33151 23 Mile Rd. in Chesterfield

586-725-3914
www.hottamalescantinami.com

$5 OFF
with purchase of $25 or more.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

TPN-0716

Lunch Specials &
$2 MARGARITAS
EVERY DAY!!!

Free
Banquet

Room
Available

for another 15 years until 1853, when the 
water began to rise again. Apparently, the 

lake never retreated as it did in the past, and by 1855, the church and cemetery were 
listed as permanently lost to the new shoreline of Lake St. Clair. It is not known exactly 
what caused the flooding, but many believe it was record-breaking rainfall, although 
there are few who claim it was a curse that brought the water. After reports of the 
religious site being lost faded away, the church or cemetery weren’t mentioned in any 
documents, and many people speculated on what remained of the parish as it was taken 
over by the lake. While some insisted they must have relocated the church when the 
water level started rising, others find it hard to believe those laid to rest in the cemetery 
weren’t relocated. 

As the years continued to pass, the grounds of St. Felicity became a faint memory 
and the exact resting place and its condition disappeared with the land. The church 
would fade away for over 115 years until Reverend Stan Ulman began researching St. 
Gertrude’s history, which led him to Father Dejean’s letters mentioning St. Felicity - 
from there the search was on. In 1976, Ulman gathered a team of divers and attempted 
to locate the site in the lake, but nothing was found.  This led Ulman to conclude 
the site may have been destroyed by construction. The historic building continued to 
elude investigators until the 1990s, when Revered Michael Ruthenberg, who was the 
associate pastor at St. Gertrude Parish at the time, came across the will of the family 
who donated the land St. Felicity was built on. This led Ruthenberg on an eight-year 
journey through historical documents where he plotted lines based on old maps and 
translated them from France’s pre-metric units to modern dimensions. From this it was 
discovered St. Gertrude was the parish the congregation 
attended following the loss of St. Felicity. 

On November 5, 1995, Ruthenberg tried to identify the final resting place of the 
church when he led a team of divers from the Dossin Great Lakes Museum. The first 
attempt revealed what Ruthenberg was searching for when divers found five large 
handmade stones, which were layered with zebra mussels. The site sat nearly 2,000 feet 
off shore, submerged under 10 feet of water. Once remains of the cemetery were found, 
it was discovered Father Ulman, who rekindled the search for St. Felicity in the 1970s, 
was only a couple hundred feet short of locating the site. With additional searches, a 
pile of stones were also detected, but unfortunately it was not the foundation of the 
church, but instead it is thought to have been used to mark the northeast corner of the 
property. Finding artifacts in the lake after being buried for nearly 150 years is no easy 
task, as ice and waves shift everything on the lakebed, which is now covered in mud 
and silt; with visibility only six inches at times and zebra mussels covering everything, 
something important could be right under your nose and go unnoticed. Adding to the 
difficulty was the fact that for many years Lake St. Clair was a dumping ground, which 
makes it possible that debris covered the artifacts divers were searching for. 

 Throughout the many years since the church was lost, claims have been reported 
regarding the site. One rumor about the site states that during WWII a person recovered 
some of the tombstones to be reused, although this has never been proven. During the 
1940s, stories of boaters hitting headstones and causing damage to their boats surfaced, 
which is very possible because of the shallow water. Unfortunately, the church’s 
foundation has yet to be discovered, but just as interesting is the research that could 
be conducted on the cemetery. It is believed the graveyard could hold veterans of the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, and since it is said burial records from St. 
Felicity exist, the possibility of identifying those who are buried under the lake could 
come sometime in the future. Until then, work is underway to preserve the area and 
ensure no other artifacts are removed from the 160-year-old submerged church many 
believed was gone forever.               

SUBMERGED, Continued from Page 1

1808 Map of Michigan
1875 Map of the area 

(located in lot labeled Est.)
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HURON LADY CRUISES

www.huronlady.com

Public Sightseeing Cruise
for your entire party

OFF*$2 

*Discount does not apply to children 4 and under.810-984-1500

207 Water Street, Port Huron, MI 48060      Dock & Office 10am-4pm

Coupon valid on regular public sightseeing tour only.

Visit website or call for full schedule

TPN

Genesee
No events were submitted for 
Genesee County this month. 

Huron
Bad Axe - July 16

Tip of the Thumb Dancers, 
Huron County Senior Center, 150 Nugent 
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Admission is 
$5 for dances. Cancellations on WLEW 

and WMIC radio. Bring finger foods and 
friends. Entertainment will be provided by 
Emerson and Benny. For more information 

call Jerry at (989) 269-6348.

Lapeer
Lapeer - July 5

Spaghetti Dinner, American Legion 
Post 16, 1701 Genesee St., 4:45 p.m. ‒ 7:00 

p.m. $6 per person, $5 seniors, $3 ages 
7 - 12, under 7 free. Public welcome. All 

proceeds go towards scholarship fund. For 
more information call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - July 12
Taco Night, American Legion Post 16, 

1701 Genesee St., 4:00 p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. 
$2 per taco. Public welcome. For more 

information call (810) 664-9312.

Lapeer - June 16
5th Annual Bill Coller Memorial 

Golf Tournament, Rolling Hills Golf 
Club, 3274 Davison Rd., registration at 

8:00 a.m., with a shotgun start at 9:00 a.m. 
It is a 4-person scramble, best ball event 
and is $260 per foursome ($65/person) 

for 18 holes with cart. Longest drive 
and closest to the pin contests (men and 

women). Sponsors of $30, $60, $250, $500 
and $1,000 are being sought for the event. 
Profits go to the Lapeer Center Building 

improvements fund. Cash prizes and door 
prizes. Coffee and donuts in the morning 

and hot dogs at the turn on the course and 
dinner to follow. For more information or 

to sign up to play contact 
Bill at (810) 664-2109.

Lapeer - July 19
Homemade Pizza Night, American 
Legion Post 16, 1701 W. Genesee St., 5:00 

p.m. ‒ 7:00 p.m. Public welcome. For 
more information call (810) 664-9312 

or (810) 664-8418.

Macomb
Chesterfield - July 5

Deadline for Final Payment 
for Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church Trip to Mackinac Island 
on September 12 - 16. Departure 

will be from the church at 31100 23 
Mile Rd. by motorcoach and includes 
4 nights lodging, 8 meals and sight-
seeing. For more information about 
the trip, visit www.GroupTrips.com/
GoodShepherdLutheranChurch or 

call Gale at (586) 949-7053.

Chesterfield - July 9 & 10
Michigan Military Technical 

Society in a WWII Reenactment 
of Operation Cobra, 47275 Sugarbush 

Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. ‒ 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. The event 

will feature both an Allied and an Axis 
encampment for public displays with two 
public battles at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

on Saturday and one battle at 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday. Military vehicles will be on display 

and various vendors will be on site. A 
donation of $1 per adult or $2 per family is 
suggested. Food and drink will be available 
for purchase. Sponsored by the Chesterfield 

Historical Society. For more information 
contact Duane at (586) 949-3810 

or Forton at (586) 747-1790.

Richmond - July 22 & 23 
Richmond's 1st Annual Rummage 

and Relic Event, downtown on 
Monroe St., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m. Vendors 

wanted for Vintage Street Market. Calling 
all junktiquers, pickers and treasure 

seekers! For more information contact 
Kathy at (586) 623-2779.

Memphis - July 23
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions 

Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. Held 
every fourth Saturday of the month. $10 
per person. Snacks available. Everyone 
welcome. Prize money awarded to 1st, 

2nd and 3rd place winners. For more 
information call Frank at (810) 392-3717 or 

(810) 543-1875.
 

Oakland
No events were submitted for 
Oakland County this month. 

St. Clair
Algonac - July 1 & 2

Rummage and Bake Sale, 
Restoration Branch of Jesus Christ Church, 

818 Market St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. 
For more information email 

wild_wendy2000@yahoo.com. 

Algonac - July 2
Antique and Classic Boat Parade, 
downtown, 4:00 p.m. For more information 

call Paula at (810) 794-9641.

Marine City - July 8 - 24
Leaving Iowa (Comedy Play), The 
Snug Theatre, 160 S. Water St., Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. Sundays 

at 3:00 p.m. Tickets $26. Book online at 
www.riverbanktheatre.com or call 

(810) 278-1749.

Harsens Island - July 23
Boat4vets 8th Annual Outing on 
Lake St. Clair, Idle Hour Yacht Club, 

7800 S. Channel Dr., 10:00 a.m. This event 
is free to all veterans and spouses and is our 
way of saying "Thank you for your service 
to this great country". RSVP is a must! Call 
Forest at (810) 512-4660 or contact him by 
email at walker00@comcast.net for more 

information or to RSVP.

Port Huron - July 25
Registration deadline for 2016 

Robinson Tennis Tournament on 
August 3 - 7, 2016, Port Huron Tennis 

House, Sanborn Park. The Robinson is 
a local event that has drawn between 

200 - 400 participants annually, ranging 
in divisions from 10 & under to 65 & 

over and is considered one of the longest 
running community tennis tournaments 
in the United States. Please visit online at 
phtennishouse.com/2016-robinson for 

details and registration information 
or call (810) 987-6868.

Port Huron - July 27
St. Clair County Family History 

Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115 Sixth 
St., 7:30 p.m. This month's meeting will 
cover "Beginning Genealogy" and other 
research questions. Anyone interested in 

local history or researching family history 
may visit our program or can become 
a new member of the group. For more 
information visit our website at http://

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/
index.html 

or call (317) 600-7813.

Clay Twp. - July 30
A Night at the Seaway Drive-In, 

8543 Marsh, gate opens at 6:00 p.m., movie 
starts at 9:00 p.m. This is the site of the 

original Seaway Drive-In. The movie Cars 
will be shown on a 50' screen. Tickets 

available at the gate – adults $15, under 
12 free. There will be activities, fireworks, 

free popcorn and classic cars. For more 
information call Harry at (810) 278-5630 

or Kerry at (810) 794-5529.

Sanilac
Port Sanilac - July 7, 14, 21 & 28

Children's Day at the Sanilac 
County Historic Village and 

Museum, 228 S. Ridge St., 1:00 p.m. ‒ 
3:00 p.m. Cost is $3 per event per child. 

Reservations are requested by calling 
(810) 622-9946. For more information 

on the specific activities visit the website 
www.sanilaccountymuseum.org.

If you have an event in August that you would like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint News, 
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by July 12, 2016.  There is no charge for the listing. 
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate 
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and 
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in 
dates or times or for any cancellations.
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for
Approved
Applicants

Final Month for this Special

Never Lose Power!Never Lose Power!
Bubba says,

“Don’t Be
Hounded by

Power Outages!”

A Name You Can Trust

#1 Generac Dealer in the Blue Water Area
www.budgetgenerators.net

1-800-400-894122805 Patmore Dr., Clinton Twp., MI  48036

www.generac.com

Premier Dealer

Call Us For A Free In-House Estimate.

BACK-UP POWER RESTORED TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IN LESS THAN A MINUTE. P   WERPRO

$500
Off

$500
Off

ANY NEW
ORDER

All sale prices based on
basic install.  Permits and

gas piping extra.  
Previous sales excluded.

Call for details.
TPN 716 Expires 7/31/16

Summer Special!!

Sandusky - July 9 & 23
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley 
School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 
11:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. Bring 
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends. 
Admission $5 for members and $6 for 

guests (regular dances); $10 membership 
per year. On July 9 entertainment provided 

by Lighthouse Three and on July 23 by 
The Natural Tones (TNT). July 23 is 

Hawaiian Night and the club provides 
chicken. For more information call 

Leola at (810) 657-9349 or 
Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Croswell - July 23
Croswell Fishing Contest, Riverbend 

Park, 9:00 a.m. ‒ noon. Croswell Parks, 

Recreation and Festivals Committee 
is sponsoring this contest and one on 

August 27, with $400 cash prizes for the 
five longest fish caught in each contest.

Open to all ages. Cost is $20 to fish three 
poles. For more information or to register 

call (810) 679-3904 or visit 
www.cityofcroswell.com.

Port Sanilac - July 24
Wine, Dine and Unwind, Sanilac 

County Historic Village and Museum, on 
the Museum grounds, 4:30 p.m. A fun 
evening featuring fine wine, a sit-down 

dinner and live musical entertainment by 
the talented Nuclassica. Tickets are $80 or 
$75 for members of the Society. You must 

make reservations; no tickets will be sold at 

the gate. For more information or to make 
reservations call (810) 622-9946.

Port Sanilac - July 30 & 31
Art and Craft Fair, Sanilac County 
Historic Village and Museum, 228 S. 

Ridge St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. For more 
information call (810) 622-9946 or visit 

www.sanilaccountymuseum.org.

Tuscola
Mayville - July 20 -24

26th Mayville Sunflower Festival, 
various locations throughout Mayville. 
The theme this year is "2016 Sunflower 

Magic" and Mayville will have lots of 
activities to keep both young and old 

interested and excited. Wednesday begins 
with an Off-Road Show at Ohmer Park at 
3:00 p.m. and opening ceremony at 7:00 

p.m. with a performance by Magic by John. 
Information about the festival, complete 
event details and registration forms and 

contact information can be found at 
www.mayvillesunflowerfestival.com.

Wayne
No events were submitted for 
Wayne County this month. 
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storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV

Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300  to advertise with us!

NON-ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER SOFTENERS • DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS • SALT DELIVERY

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

FRANCEK WATER
CONDITIONING

MIKE’S
30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

DEBRIS REMOVAL
HaulingHauling

COMPLETE TRASH-OUT SPECIALISTS

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

IF YOUDON’T WANT ITWE’LLHAUL IT

SAVE 

 YOUR BACK,

WEEKENDS

AND 

FRIENDS

MIKE’S

  

586-531-3103

GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING

DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD

DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

QUICK,CLEAN &THOROUGH 

COMPLETE TRASH-OUT SPECIALISTS
RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

WWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COMWWW.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

Port Huron
2422 Lapeer

810-985-9100

Marine City
260 S. Parker
810-765-4900

Marysville
782 Huron Blvd. 

810-364-4650

3 Great Locations!

AFFORDABLE

EVERYONE!
        FITNESS FOR

OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK

24-Hour Gym & Tanning Access

PINNACLE FOODS IN
IMLAY CITY IS RECRUITING FOR

THEIR 2016 GREEN SEASON!
Full-time, Seasonal Positions Available!

Ability to earn up to $16/hr. with Bonus!

Mostly 2nd Shifts Available
Handpacker and Topper Positions

CONTACT KELLY SERVICES TO APPLY!

951 S .  Main Street  |  Lapeer,  MI  
810-667-3077

35214 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586-725-2878

Repairs on All Makes!

Summer Tune Up
Starting at $60

Gift Certificates Available!

We sell Schwinn, Trek,
Giant, Haro and GT
brands of bicycles

anchorbaybicycleandfitness.com

ThumbPrint News
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

We are a continued growth company
with sales positions available.

Call (810) 614-8034 to learn more about this opportunity!
Experience is helpful, but not necessary.

NOW HIRING!
Make up to $11.00 per hour!

PORT HURON / ST. CLAIR AREA
Production and Assembly Workers

All Shifts Available!
Call 810-385-1424 for more info!

LAPEER / OXFORD / IMLAY CITY AREA

• Weekly Pay
• Employee Discount Program
• Group Rate Insurance

Call 810-667-3077 for more info!

Production and Assembly Workers
All Shifts Available!

With Coupon. Expires 7/31/2016.

ALL INCLUSIVE
SCUBA CLASSES
$375

(from book to certification)
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KINDE, MI
1342 Prospect Ave. 4900 N. Van Dyke

989-672-6589

CARO, MISAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589 989-874-4068

READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE

SINCE
1946PRODUCTSPRODUCTS

1rockproducts.com

AFFORDABLE HOME REPAIRS
CARPENTRY * REMODELING * HANDYMAN SERVICES

SIDING * WINDOWS * DOORS * ROOFING

FOR ALL YOUR HOME REPAIRS           30YRS  EXPERIENCE

Call Today 586.651.5597
FOR FREE CONSULTATION DAVID MURPHY

Register for Delivery Online Today!!
www.MedCareDelivery.com

Or Call 586.298.2079
*Your Community Caregiver

Exclusively Servicing Macomb County

Are you a licensed MMMP Card
Holder with limited or no

access to quality Medication or
tired of driving outside of your

local area?

We Offer:
Safe and Discreet Delivery

10% Discount for Veterans & Seniors
Free Gift Bag for First Time Delivery

Free Gift every 6th Delivery! 

Because We Care!

Auto Parts

WE HAVE AUTO PARTS, Reichle Auto 
Parts is parting out the following vehicles: 
2004 GMC pickup, 2004 Chevy van, 2002 
Bravada AWD, 2008 Dodge Avenger, 2004 
Ford Focus, 2004 Ford Windstar and many 
other cars, trucks and vans. Open Mon. - 
Fri. 9-5 and Sat. 9-1. Call (810) 329-3697.

For Sale

BUSINESS FOR SALE, Woodshop, 
turn-key business, 30-year location, will 
teach, 40’ x 130’ building. Side lots on 
M-19, land contract, includes many extras. 
Must have down payment. If interested call 
(810) 384-1163.
PORTABLE GENERATOR, 10 hp., 
approximate running time is 30 minutes. 
$375. Located in Harrison Township, call 
(586) 468-7092.

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates 
starting at $1,060 (inclusive) weekly. 
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated 
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com 
or call (586) 648-6168.

General

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN 
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center 
is available for rental for all occasions. 
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For 
questions or to book, call Lenny at 
(810) 278-4395.
INFO WANTED, Cherry Beach Inn 
Restaurant postcards, information or pictures 
of the inside or outside of the restaurant 
from the past, located at 7200 River Rd. in 
Cottrellville, Michgian. Please either email a 
copy to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net or call 
ThumbPrint News at (810) 794-2300.

Tile Work

TILES, Re-grouting, repairs and new 
installation for backsplash, floors and walls. 
Re-caulking showers/tubs. For estimate call 
Rick at (586) 289-3160.

Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND 
DECORATIONS Interested in vintage 
and antique Christmas tree ornaments, 
also Hallmark (all years), unusual artifical 
trees, Annalee Dolls and more. Please call 
(810) 614-8034.

Starting
       at $14 25  Call Today!

(810) 794-2300

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Visit us online at www. ABCbees.com

CALL TODAY
TO SET UP A  PROPER PEST CONTROL PROGRAM

Yellow Jacket and Wasp
season is here.

(The Best in Pests)

Yellow Jacket and Wasp
season is here.

(The Best in Pests)

Let’s Potty!
Grads, make sure to Book our Potties for your Parties!

Don’t forget, you can also rent for your Parties, Festivals, Weddings, Fairs & more!

PORTA
POTTY
NEEDS!

FOR ALL YOUR

Available in
ADA, Standard &

Family-Size Units! 

AB

C P
ORTABLES

BY THE DAY • WEEK • MONTH
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Discounted Tickets Available
July 1 - November 30!

$12 per adult and
$6 for children

(ages 2-15)
children under 2 are free

Starting December 1st, tickets will be $15 per adult & $8 for children.

www.TheChristmasWalk.com
For more information & to order tickets call (810) 794-2300.

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI  48001

Dec. 9-11, 15-18 & 21-23
Each night from 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Shuttle runs every 10-15 min. and the last shuttle leaves for the home
at 8:00 p.m. Self-Guided Walking Tour Takes Approximately One Hour.

KEEPING YOUR HOUSE COOL IN THE
SUMMER AND WARM IN THE WINTER!

To Advertise With Us Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426.

By Lorraine Teper, ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Waking up the shoreline of Marine City is a 
colorful residence on Riverview Street at the 
north end of the city beach.  It was designed and 
built in 1952, by famed Port Huron architect of 
the past, Walter H. Wyeth.  He also designed the 
St. Clair Inn in St. Clair, Michigan, plus many 
commercial buildings and homes in Port Huron 

and the surrounding areas during his lifetime.     
Wyeth designed the two-story dwelling with an Art Deco 

influence and labeled it “Steamship Modern”.  He wanted it 
to look like a large ship when viewing it from the St. Clair 
River on a boat.

The house has two floors; both 
have flat roofs.  From the river-
side, one can see that the upper 
floor covers only half of the 
lower level on the south end.

The upper floor was designed 
to mimic captain’s quarters – 
including sleeping areas, 
bathroom, storage areas, and 

an outside look-out covered porch with curved handrails 
like on a ship.  Typical Art Deco corner windows were 
positioned in each of the sleeping areas upstairs on the 
riverside, allowing a captivating, clear north or south view 

of the busy St. 
Clair River.

The lower level of the home represents 
the galley, entertainment area, a guest 
bedroom, bathroom, laundry room and a 
viewing “deck” off a sunroom.

On the north end of the lower floor Wyeth 
wanted the wide brick chimney stemming 
from the center of the first floor living room 
fireplace to jut upwards through the roof to 

represent the large horn of his imagined steamship.
Above the main entrances are sheltering, an-

gled roofs that are accented with bands of warm 
colors.  The whole house is lit up with rows of 
aqua, coral and peach set on a soft, frosty peach 
background with white trim.

“The home looks like it’s in Florida – Key 
West or Palm Beach”, so many have expressed 
as they passed by on their way to the beach! 

Florida in Marine City?
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Celebrating 180 Years!
Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar

Boaters
Welcome

810-329-7118
505 Clinton Ave., St. Clair, MI 48079

Melanie Duquesnel

Saving on Your Fourth 
of July Celebration

The Fourth of July is a celebration of our nation’s independence and all things 
American. Many feel that the holiday is not complete without an all-American 
barbecue cookout, red, white and blue parades and fireworks to close out the day.

Shopping holiday sales is a favorite American tradition, and the Fourth of July 
is no exception. Unfortunately, advertisements promoting sales and savings can 
sometimes be misleading. BBB reminds you to beware of deceptive advertising 

and shop the sales with caution.
Each year, BBB receives 

hundreds of complaints about 
advertising issues. In most 
cases, consumers complain 
that businesses either will not 
honor the advertised price 
or have sold out of the item 
advertised for sale.

To ensure that you are shopping smart this Fourth of July, BBB advises you to:
•  Do your homework first.  Read BBB’s Code of Advertising to help you 

better understand ethical practices and standards in advertising. Then visit 
bbb.org for a list of BBB Accredited retailers in your area – these businesses 
are required to abide by BBB’s Code of Advertising in order to remain a 
BBB Accredited Business.

•  Determine if the item is available for a limited time.  Read the fine print to 
determine the guidelines for the sale. Some sale items are only available for 
the advertised price during certain days or even certain hours on a specific 
day.

•  Consider “on sale” or “sale” claims.  Look for clear end dates on sales. A 
“sale” is defined as a temporary reduction from the usual price of an item. 
If the sale price is offered for more than 30 days, an advertiser will need to 
show that the sale price is indeed reduced and not their regular price.  

•  Be careful with “free” offers. Free offers should be temporary. If offered 
continuously, they may become combination offers, no part of which is free. 
Also, if you must make a purchase in order to receive the “free” item, the 
information should be clearly disclosed in the ad.

•  Clarify the specifics of “meet or beat a competitor’s price” offers.  Some 
businesses may offer a refund on the difference in price if a shopper finds the 
same product for a lower price elsewhere. Consumers should take the time 
to understand the specifics of these offers, including what proof is necessary.

•  Research lowest price claims.  Prices for products and services can fluctuate, 
making it extremely difficult for businesses to claim that their prices are 
lower than competitors’ prices. Consumers should engage in comparison-
shopping to make sure they are getting the lowest price available.

•  Determine if the savings add up.  When advertising savings as a percentage, 
such as “up to 50 percent off,” advertisers should confirm that the number of 
items available at the maximum savings make up at least 10 percent of the 
items sold.

Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau 
Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that 
fights fraud and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace through its 
business accreditation, consumer education and dispute resolution programs. Contact 
your local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

Funeral Home
and Cremation Service
JJowettowett

Funerals as
Unique as
Your Life

Alan R. Jowett
Owner/Manager

57737 Gratiot Ave.
New Haven

586-749-9585

1634 Lapeer Ave.
Port Huron

810-985-5123
Kenneth L. White

Manager
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

jowettfamily@comcast.net
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100 FABRICS
at ONE GREAT PRICE!

Choose
from

is built to last

Downtown Port Huron

810-984-4215

SOUTH STORE

Fort Gratiot
Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

NORTH STORE
Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattresses Stores

Flexsteel
Reclining Sofa

SALE
$1,998$1,998

Compare at $3,998 Flexsteel
Sectional

SALE
$2,998$2,998

Compare at $5,999

698698
 

798798 998998
Compare at $1,598

Flexsteel Sofa

SALE
$1,298$1,298

Compare at $2,599

Flexsteel Swivel Chair Flexsteel Leather ReclinerFlexsteel Wallsaver Recliner Compare at $1,999

1. FRAME
Precision engineering of moisture resistant cross-grain 
laminated wood let us create frames so strong you can 
count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional 
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced 
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place. 
3. SEAT SPRING
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed blue steel seat spring 
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike 
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or 
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a 
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one 
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining 
furniture.
5. HIGH RESILIENT PLUSH CUSHION
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high 
resiliency polyurethane foam topped with 
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a 
1 oz. fiber wrap – limited lifetime warranty. 

®

Compare at $1,299

’


