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Lost Towns of the
By Alan Naldrett
ThumbPrint News Contributor

Thumb

Everywhere you go you hear tales of ghost towns and long gone
settlements. The Thumb of Michigan has had more than its share.
These are just a few.
Amadore was one of the ﬁrst settlements in Sanilac County.
It began with a log cabin built at the intersection of two Native
American trails around 1800; it was a stagecoach stop in its earlier
days. Later on, the village grew as the railroad came through as a
result of the ﬁght between the towns of Lexington and Croswell to
get the railroad in their towns. The original route plan was to bypass
Croswell, and therefore also Amadore, but when Croswell got the
route changed the railroad began going through Amadore. Amadore
was thereafter a stop on the Port Huron and Northwestern Railroad,
and beginning in 1879, the Pere Marquette Railroad. The railroad
yards were quite extensive, consisting of a stockyard, coal sheds,
two hay sheds, an elevator and the depot.
The hub of town was at Galbraith Line and Wildcat Road, in
Worth Township. The hotel was the Reynolds Hotel, named for

Civil War veteran Arnold
Reynolds (who lost a leg
in the war) and his son
Joshua. There were also
two blacksmith shops,
a school, two churches,
a small shoe factory, a
furniture shop, a jewelry
store, a large cider mill,
a barrel stave maker, the
post ofﬁce, and even a
Amadore mail service by horse and buggy—the
community building.
Octagon House of George Smith in background
The town was also
called Galbraith’s Corners because its ﬁrst postmaster was county
surveyor Jefferson W. Galbraith. John Galbraith was the town
physician. Pioneer settler Amadore Fuller’s ﬁrst name eventually
became the name the village was known by. The village post ofﬁce
operated from 1868 until 1934.
The town’s demise came about due to a cyclone in 1897, that
swept through and destroyed the town in just minutes! Almost every
single building was damaged beyond repair. The only trace of the
Presbyterian Church was two brass ﬁttings from the lights.
See LOST TOWNS, Page 8
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By David Odziana
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Ad sizes and prices vary.
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ThumbPrint News Writer and
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Normally, a ride on
a jet ski is just a fun
way to cool down on
a hot summer day, but
a group of creative
individuals saw it as much more –a way to help people, while
enjoying the Great Lakes. That group was the Wertz Warriors – a
team of snowmobile enthusiasts who found a way to raise money
while enjoying a ride through Michigan’s fresh powder. “One
year the Wertz Warriors were going on a ride, but they didn’t have
enough snow to ride,” said Ann Plegue, Chairwoman of the Water

Warriors. “They were actually sitting
in a bar trying to ﬁgure out what they
could do, so they decided to do a
summer ride because they would
never run out of water on Lake Huron.”
Flash-forward 24 years and that small group of people with an
innovative idea has blossomed into a team that has contributed
over $2.3 million dollars to the Special Olympics of Michigan.
At the end of every July, the Water Warriors take the scenic drive
to Mackinaw equipped with their personal water crafts to take a
ﬁve day, 425-mile ride through Lakes Huron and St. Clair, ending
on Harsens Island.The funds raised are used to ensure the athletes
have everything they need, such as uniforms and equipment. “We
work directly with the Special Olympics, so
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Be a Life Saver

By David Gillis

ThumbPrint News Columnist

Each month I ponder what to write
about for this column. I truly enjoy
sharing my perspectives and memories
to the readers of ThumbPrint News and
normally will offer an essay designed
to cause thought and personal reﬂection. Sometimes I’m successful and
at other times I am not. Rarely will
I attempt to promote anything, but I
decided to do so this month.
Recently, as I drove away from a
local Red Cross blood drive I began to
wonder what my past donations would
amount to. At a pint per visit, my
best guess is that well over 25 gallons
have been extracted from my arms. If
published facts are correct, one pint of
blood may save up to three lives. And,
if my “guesstimate” is close for personal donations, that’s 600 people who
may have received my blood. Wow! I
hope they didn’t receive my character
malfunctions in the process.
Blood, of course, is the essence of
life and giving it will often make the
donor feel more connected to the community and to mankind. For me it has
become a habit as well as a fulﬁlling
and enriching experience just to know
that I’m able to possibly save a life
with an investment of just a few minutes of my time. As rewarding as it
has been for me and others, it is somewhat disappointing to learn that fewer
than 37% of the population is even
eligible to donate blood and that less
than 10% of those who can actually do
so. That means that out of every 100
people, only 4 make the commitment.
How many more lives could be saved
if that number was just doubled?
In the examination of available information I discovered that every two
seconds someone needs a transfusion
and that one of every seven people
entering a hospital needs blood.
I believe if more people would
pause to consider those they may
have known who have needed blood,
they may become more focused on
donating. Think about those we have
personally known who, because of an
automobile accident, needed
blood to survive. Consider the mothers
we have heard
about who
needed blood
because of
complications

during
childbirth.
How about the
friend at work who
has had open-heart surgery, the child
of members of your church who’s
undergoing chemotherapy treatments,
an elderly family member who suffers
from severe anemia, or the premature
baby trying so hard just to breathe and
needing the gift of a blood transfusion
to make those tiny lungs work? What
a tremendous affect the giving of a
single pint of blood would have.
In my research for this column
I found an abundance of information. As just one example, we can all
possibly relate to how cancer affects
most of us, either directly or indirectly.
Each of us may know someone who
has cancer or who had cancer. Sadly,
many are no longer with us. More
than 1 million people are diagnosed
with cancer each year. Many of them
will require blood transfusions, sometimes daily, during their chemotherapy
treatments. Wouldn’t it be great to
know you helped to provide an opportunity for life to one of these cancer
patients? It’s even more wonderful to
learn that many cancer survivors are
eligible to donate blood to others, who
may also be cancer victims. That’s
giving back in addition to giving
forward.
Donating blood is a simple process
that requires only four steps: registration, medical history and a review of
vitals (blood pressure, pulse, temperature, iron count, etc.), the actual donation, and refreshments (cookies and
juice). The actual collection of blood
takes only about 12 minutes.
Most often when people are asked
why they don’t donate blood, the
reasons fall somewhere between, “I
don’t like needles” and “I just don’t
think about it.” Well, if you needed
the blood transfusion, maybe needles
would be the least of your concerns.
And, now that you’re reading this
article, aren’t you thinking about it?
Please consider becoming a member of
this elite grouping of life savers. You
have such a wonderful gift to give and
the only cost is your time.
Editor’s Note: Visit redcrossblood.org
to ﬁnd out if you are eligible to donate
and to ﬁnd a blood drive near you!
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Precision Built by Amish Craftsmen

Fast, Efficient,
Quality Construction

3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths from
$

64,900

Call Roger direct at

Delivered & Set up
in 6 Weeks

810-650-9023
Models on Display
Dove St., Port Huron
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Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

BELTONE

has the only

2.4GHz streaming
wireless technology

in the USA

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
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common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
the middle ear

FREE
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BeltoneTurn75 OpenFit

Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase
or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 7/31/15

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand
of Hearing Aid.
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Pack of Batteries
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& Chrysler
UAW
entitled to

2 FREE

*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply
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PPayment
Payment
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Available
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Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Fort Gratiot
Sandusky
Marine City
4011 24th Ave 119 E. Sanilac Ave. 1295 S. Parker St.
810-937-6894
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810-937-6894
800-352-4816
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LJ-0001042400-01
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ThumbPrint News travels to Japan
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For several years we have been picking up your newspaper on our way to our cottage in Forest,
Ontario. Our late, great Dad, Edward Zmich, grew up on a farm in Ubly (the family home is still
there in Bay City, Forestville Road, beautifully restored and solid as a rock) so we have lots of
Thumb ties.
We are professional musicians (viola and French horn) and we recently had the good fortune
to tour Japan for a month with the Hollywood Festival Orchestra, playing American ﬁlm tunes in
15 cities all throughout the country. Of course we packed our Thumb Print News! We’re happy to
share a couple of shots to add to your list of countries ThumbPrint News has visited!
Thanks a lot. Love your paper!
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ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in many areas of the
Thumb of Michigan (over 1,000 businesses in nine Thumb counties are now drop locations for
the newspaper), but readers have also taken ThumbPrint News with them to many different states
and countries (listed on the left on the chalkboard). ThumbPrint News was even seen on television
on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney World in Florida with several of the
Disney characters! The newspaper is also extremely well-traveled, having been to all of the seven
continents.
This month we are featuring ThumbPrint News when it travelled to Japan with Barbara Zmich
and Celeste McClellan of Ypsilanti, Michigan. In addition to sending us the photos on the
chalkboard, this is what they had to say about their trip:

This five-tiered pago
da is
Toji Temple in Kyoto
.

If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with you on a vacation
or to an unusual place – or if you have been able to get a famous person or character to be
photographed with our paper, you may submit an email and photo to us at thumbprintnews@
comcast.net (jpeg format preferred). Please write a paragraph or so about the photo and include
your name, address and phone number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to appear in
ThumbPrint News. When it does appear, we will send you a complimentary copy of the edition.
There are many places where ThumbPrint News has not yet been – and lots of famous people to
track down. Who will be the next person to help us in our quest?
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4 Street Antiques
th

Vintage & Casual Decor

7914 Lake Street
Forestville, MI 48434

Specializing in Antique, Vintage &
Casual Decor for the Home

810-724-1800
Beth Murawski, Proprietor

989-864-5534

347 N. Cedar (Van Dyke) in Imlay City
(I-69 exit 168 N. 1.8 miles)

Open Sat. & Sun.
11am to 5pm

Follow us on Facebook
to see the newest arrivals!

New Items Every Week!

and Trade Center

Gifts

810-794-4455

Resale Store Distressed Furniture Antiques
Consignments Welcome
Buy Sell Trade

Treasured

Timeless

Pastrelic Inc.
Antiques & Collectibles

Antique & Vintage
jewelry, furniture, yard art,
home decor & man cave items.

For Everyone
1031 St. Clair River Road
Algonac, MI 48001

(810) 359-5559 WED-SAT 10-ish - 5-ish
pastrelicinc@att.net
SAT 12-ish - 5-ish

(located in the Turn Key Self Storage)

6698 Lakeshore Rd. Lexington, MI 48450
be sure to like us on facebook

HURON LADY CRUISES
207 Water Street, Port Huron, MI 48060

Dock & Office 10am-4pm

2OFF

$

KANGAROO LOUNGE! & WILDCAT JUNCTION SPORTS BAR!

*

Public Sightseeing Cruise
for your entire party
Visit website or call for Full Schedule

www.huronlady.com
810-954-1500

TPN

*Discount does not apply to children 4 and under.
Coupon valid on regular public sightseeing tour only.

WHERE YOUR
GRANDFATHER
ATE & DRANK...

810-385-9793
6008 Beard Rd. Clyde, MI 48049
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LOST TOWNS

Continued from Page 1

The rest of the church was never found.
One house in the community was picked
up by the force of the wind and left in a
tree on the east side of town.
The town of Amadore never recovered
from the cyclone. Most of the townspeople
didn’t rebuild. The school was one of the
few buildings that was rebuilt but was
rarely used afterward. One of the few
buildings that survived is the still extant
Octagon House of Scotsman George
Smith, a retired seaman who built the
house in 1869.
Freidberger was a vanished village at
Freidberger and Cumber Road in Sanilac
County. With a post ofﬁce from 1888 until
1906, it declined when the railroad left,
leaving a present day
municipal building/
school, a church, a few
foundations, and a few
outbuildings to mark
its one-time presence
as a village.
Freidberger,
also known as
Friedberger, was a stop Freidberger
on the stagecoach before
becoming a railroad stop on the Pere
Marquette railroad line.
Tyre on the Cass River in Section One

of Austin Township in Sanilac County was
about one-half mile north of the Bay CityForestville Road. Its name was derived
from the ancient city of Tyre in Palestine,
as chronicled in the New Testament of the
Bible in Matthew and Acts. The Hebrew
word “tyre” relates to rock, which was
ﬁtting for the rock covered village located
on a rocky surface. The village was named
by the Alexander Soule family, the earliest
recorded homesteader in Tyre, who had
200 acres.
The ﬁrst store was a log building built
by Richard Collins. In 1855, Tyre had
a general store run by Floyd Dominick
(where the post ofﬁce was located), a bar
operated by Ira Fishe, a grain elevator
belonging to the Snover Grain Company,
and Fred Weltin’s Electrical, Plumbing and
Appliance Service. The town was hit by
both the 1871 and 1881 ﬁres
but rebuilt both of those times.
Tyre was a station on the
Pere Marquette Railroad.
The post ofﬁce began in
1862 with John Getty as the
ﬁrst postmaster in the store
building owned by James
O’Sullivan. It was located at
the corner of the old Forestville-Bay City
Road and the Huron County line. Prior to
the establishment of rural routes from Tyre
in 1904, the mail was carried on a stage
with stops at Freidberger, Cumber and

12TH ANNUAL
HISTORY OF THE
CHRISTMAS TREE WALK
December 11-14, 18-23
from 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Advance Tickets Now on Sale!
12 per adult $6 per child (ages 2-15)
children under 2 are free

$

Wickware before it reached its ﬁnal stop at
The two schoolhouses of Ubly included
Cass City.
one a mile south called the Thomas
The railroad that came to Tyre was at
school. The other one, which was later
ﬁrst a narrow gauge railroad named the
discontinued, was a mile east on the Huron
Port Huron and Northwestern. It was
County line, and was called the East
spearheaded by Henry McMorran who had
Fractional School. The ﬁrst church was
a large enterprise called “The Company
built on the county line across from the
Farm” that mostly dealt in hay, which was
Tyre Cemetery.
baled and loaded directly onto railroad cars
brought in on a spur from the main line.
The railroad tracks were a half mile from
the corner where Tyre originally started. So
the town then began to expand towards the
tracks. A plank walk was laid for the entire
distance, as both sides of the streets began
to grow. By the 1880s through the 1890s,
In the Tyre Cemetery are buried the
Tyre had ﬁve general stores, one of them
poisoned remains of the Sparling family.
operated by Alfred Gunning, for whom
The nearby town of Ubly is where the
the area was sometimes called Gunning
Sparlings were given arsenic from 1809
Mills, two drug stores,
to 1811. The town
a grain elevator, a grist
doctor, Dr. John
mill, a hardware store,
MacGregor, was
four saw mills, two
convicted of the three
blacksmiths, a wagon
murders but pardoned
maker, a harness shop,
without explanation
a stone quarry, a cofﬁn
by Michigan Governor
making business, an
Woodbridge Ferris
egg storage business,
in 1916. He was
seven doctors, and
appointed prison
a hotel called the
doctor at Jackson State
Hamilton House and The Tyre railroad station was a major stop for the Prison, where he had
one called the Tyre
railroad. The station serviced passengers as well previously been an
as being a major station for shipping livestock,
House, also run by
inmate.
grains, fruits and other agricultural freight.
Alfred Gunning.
In 1894, there were

Dr. Timothy Thomson

Sandusky Chiropractic Center
418 Woodland Drive
Sandusky, MI 48471

(810) 648-2820
SanduskyChiropracticCenter.com

505 Clinton Ave. St. Clair, MI 48079

810-329-7118

Starting December 1st tickets will be
$
15 per adult and $8 for children.

For more information
call (810) 794-2300 or
visit TheChristmasWalk.com
designed by Freepik.com
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Full lunch & dinner menu with full bar.
Celebrating 178 Years! Boaters Welcome!
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still two general stores—one closed in
1954, and the last one in 1978. As Tyre
began to decline, the buildings started to
be moved to nearby Ubly. In spite of the
area’s decline, the post ofﬁce was open
until 1964.
Silverwood in Lapeer and Tuscola
County is a mere shadow of what it once
was. Originally a large lumbering center,
the residents turned to farming once a
lot of the lumber was gone. Potatoes and
beets were shipped out of town by rail.
Sometimes the crates of beets would be
stacked up for hundreds of yards waiting to
be shipped by rail.

Silverwood around 1910

This town has had four different names.
It was originally known as Silver Creek
when it was a stop on the Pere Marquette
Railroad in the 1880s. When the railroad
ﬁrst came through and it was evident
that a post ofﬁce would be needed, the
townspeople, in applying for a name, asked
for the post ofﬁce department to give them
something easy to remember. So they were
given the name “Easy.” By 1890, the name
had become Rollo, for a reason no one
could remember, and ﬁnally in 1892, the
town’s name was changed to Silverwood,
for the white pine trees in the area.
Some of the Silverwood businesses
over the years included the Kildau and the
Bradshaw Cheese Factory, a lumber and
shingle mill, two jewelry stores, a funeral
parlor, a grain elevator, brick makers, and
the Hotel Easy. By 1895, there were two
blocks full of stores. In the early 1900s,
Silverwood had over 400 people, a Ford
dealership and three gas stations.
Nowadays, a bar which moved into the
old bank building and a party store are the
chief remaining businesses of once vibrant
Silver Creek, Easy, Rollo and Silverwood.
Port Crescent is a notable ghost town
of Huron County, at one time a village of
17 blocks and more than 500 inhabitants.
At ﬁrst called Pinnepog, the name of the
nearby river, when the residents wanted
to get a post ofﬁce there was unbelievably
another community with the same name.
Pinnepog number two was started shortly
after the ﬁrst one and was about ﬁve
miles inland, also on the Pinnepog River.
The post ofﬁce would not allow two post
ofﬁces with the same name, so Pinnepog
number two changed its name to Pinnebog,
which did little to stem the confusion.
Finally, the original Pinnepog changed
their name to Port Crescent, for the shape
of the inlet of Saginaw Bay they were

on. Ironically, the original Pinnepog, as
Port Crescent, greatly prospered and then
became a ghost town. Pinnepog number
two, now Pinnebog, meandered along
much longer.
Port Crescent had two of everything:
two sawmills, one on each side of the river,
two salt plants, two blacksmiths, and two
hotels. They also had a cooperage (barrel
maker), grist mill, a wagon factory, a pump
factory, a boot and shoe factory, a brewery,
several stores, a depot, a telegraph ofﬁce, a
few taverns and a roller rink!
Port Crescent was an entry port for
many German families coming from New
York and a stop on the Pontiac, Oxford and
Port Austin Railroad.
You would think with a set-up like this
that the town would continue to prosper,
especially with the brewery and roller rink.
But the town began to decline after the
lumber ran out in 1881. A lot of lumber
was burned in the Port Huron Fire of 1871,
although it missed a lot of destruction
in the Thumb Fire of 1881 because of a
change in wind direction. But by that time
most of the lumber in the area, especially
the desirable white pine, had been cut.
Port Crescent hung on awhile longer
when a new industry arose, the exporting
of white sand, which was used in the
manufacture of glass. There was also a
cooperage in town which made barrels to
ship the salt.
Finally, its post ofﬁce closed in 1902,
and Port Crescent, the one-time Pinnepog,
began its slow death. Personal accounts
show much consternation as businesses
closed—for instance, the account of a
man whose father was still living in Port
Crescent during its waning years and he
was fretting about him still living there
when the town doctor moved away.
Many more businesses literally moved
out of town as people moved buildings
to new places. The “Company Mill” was
moved to Grindstone City. Houses were
disassembled and then reassembled in Bad
Axe, Pinnepog and Port Austin. The All
Saints Church, built in 1884, was moved to
Kinde in 1907, by the Lutherans.
By 1936, the last business moved away
and the village became a ghost town for
over twenty-ﬁve years, when in the early
1960s, the area was converted into the
Port Crescent State Park. Many of the
buildings, as was the custom of the day,
were moved to more prosperous areas,
which at that time included neighboring
Pinnebog.
Plenty more ghost towns, lost
settlements and hidden
hamlets are in Michigan.
A new book by Alan
Naldrett called Lost Towns
of Eastern Michigan from
The History Press covers
many lost and forgotten
villages.
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JULY 1 - JULY 5, 2015

Pickerel Tournament

Wednesday, July 1

9:00 a.m. - FISHING CONTEST Registration Opens
Fishing Headquarters - $1,000 Cash Prize

Come See the TALL SHIP

SCHOONER MADELINE

Friday, July 3

8:00 a.m. - POKER PADDLE - Start at DNR Site (across from Kroger)
6:00 p.m. CROWNING of the 2015 PICKEREL QUEEN
Main Stage - Sponsored by Northstar Bank
10:00 p.m. - FIREWORKS on the Riverfront

Saturday, July 4

7:45 a.m. - WHEELERS 10K and 10K WALK - Algonac Post Office
8:00 a.m. - 5K RUN and 5K WALK - Algonac Post Office
12:00 p.m. - HONOR VETERANS - Main Stage
4:00 p.m. - ANTIQUE BOAT PARADE on River (Algonac Boardwalk)
7:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. - KARAOKE CONTEST - in Beer Tent
Cash Prizes

Sunday, July 5

7:00 a.m. - BIKE TOUR Registration Opens
Algonac Lions Club (1905 Mill St.)
2:00 p.m. - PARADE - Sponsored by Talmer Bank & Trust
6:00 p.m. - AWARDS & DRAWING FOR BOAT RAFFLE

On the Riverfront

JULY 3, 4 & 5

Sponsored by Algonac/Clay Historical Society

Crowning of the

Pickerel Queen
FRIDAY, JULY 3, 6:00 P.M.

MAIN STAGE

BINGO - Thur., Fri., Sat. & Sun. - Noon - 6:00 p.m.

PLUS MUCH MORE!

Subject to Change

Dave Edwards
&
The Look
JULY 4

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Main Stage

For More Information, visit AlgonacLions.org

Jessica
Brockley

Zoe
Lawrence

Gabrielle
Perkins

Kaley
Leuffgen

Sponsored by Northstar Bank

A Walleye and a Pickerel are NOT the Same Fish
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager

you dancing until the big ﬁreworks display at
dusk. One of the best shows in the Thumb area,
Mayville puts on a spectacular demonstration
that seems to go on and on and on. Rain date,
should we need, will be on Saturday, July 18.
Saturday is kids’ day at Bodeis Park, located at
High and Trend Streets in Mayville. Inﬂatables,
putt putt golf and carnival games will be going
on from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. A wristband
allows you to jump all day. A car and motorcycle
show will line the streets downtown and crafters
will display their items. Christian bands will
play in front of the Library. Stan the Fireman
will teach ﬁre safety and ﬁre truck rides will
be available from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
at Bodeis Park. A tractor show/ parade begins
at 8:00 a.m. at the Mayville Museum at 2124
E. Ohmer Rd., where a pancake and sausage
breakfast will be served from 8:00 a.m. until
10:30 a.m. - all you can eat pancakes for $6.00
per adult, $3.00 for children 3-12 and under 3
is free. The tractors will end up at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church across the street from Bodeis
Park for the tractor show. At 5:00 p.m., one of
the highlights of the festival, The Bump and Run
Derby, takes place at Ohmer Park. With a new
and improved track this year we hope to attract
a few more entries. MT Pock Pullers will be
having events on both Friday and Saturday in
Ohmer Park. A full schedule of events, along
with registration forms, are available on our
website http://www.mayvillesunﬂowerfestival.
com/ or contact Fran Campbell at (989) 8430011 or Cammie Asmus at (989) 843-5246 for
information. Hope to see you there!
Fran Campbell
Mayville, MI

J

owett
Funeral Home

and Cremation Service

Simple
Dignified
Meaningful
Affordable
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The walleye is a member of the scientiﬁc family Percidue, while the pickerel is a member of the
family Esocidae.
In some parts of our area, the walleye is known as a pickerel, (especially in English-speaking
Canada and U.S. areas bordering Canada), although the walleye is not related to other species of
pikes which are members of the family Esocidae.
Walleyes are found in deeper waters, while pickerels thrive in shallower waters.
Most ﬁshermen think that walleyes taste signiﬁcantly better than pickerels.
Walleyes are slightly larger and heavier than pickerels.

Dear Editor,
This year 2015, the Mayville Sunﬂower
Festival will be celebrating their 25th celebration.
A special week will kick off on Saturday, July 11,
with a barn dance at Mitch and Krystal LaBairs’
farm at 9731 Rich Road in Mayville. The
free event begins at 5:00 p.m. and will feature
live music by Melody Magic, Second Time
Around, The Relics and possibly the Silverwood
Bottom Boys. Our caller will be Larry Turner
and karaoke with Nick and Dave will also be
included in the evening’s entertainment. “DeanO
on the Road” concession will be on site. Guests
are encouraged to bring their own lawn chairs so
they can be comfortable and enjoy the music.
On Wednesday, July 15, there will be an
off-road show at Ohmer Park from 3:00 p.m.
until 7:00 p.m. Opening ceremonies at the High
School auditorium will follow. Thursday, July
16th, the Mighty River Hogs Vintage Baseball
Team will meet up with the Mayville Chamber
All-Stars for a fun game played by the “old
rules” at 6:30 p.m. at Ohmer Park. A Euchre
Tournament hosted by The Eagles # 4099 begins
at 6:30 p.m. Movie night in the park (Ohmer
Park) starts at 10:00 p.m. This is a free event;
bring the family with your lawn chairs and
blankets to enjoy a special evening.
Friday evening is the grand parade at 6:00
p.m. The Silverwood Bottom Boys will be
playing in front of the Mayville Library from
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Children ages 3 to 12
years of age can stop by the Library and get
their free book from the We Can Read Program
volunteers from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Later
everything moves down to the High School
parking lot where DJ entertainment will keep

Home & Commercial Services

1634 Lapeer Ave.
Port Huron
810-985-5123 57737 Gratiot Ave.
New Haven
586-749-9585
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com
jowettfamily@comcast.net

Casino Day Trips

$25 PER PERSON 9AM TO 8PM
SOARING EAGLE: JULY 1ST, 15TH & 29TH
FIREKEEPERS: JULY 8TH & 22ND
$20/SLOT PLAY - $5/DINING

BUS DEPARTS

PORT HURON AT 9AM

Detroit Tiger Games
JULY 4TH

vs

$45/pp

11am departure from P.H. for 1pm game

J11am
ULY 23RD
departure from P.H. for 1pm game

vs

AUGUST 22ND

5pm departure from P.H. for a 7pm game

vs

AUGUST 23RD

11am departure from P.H. for 1pm game

Michigan Sea Life Aquarium

JULY 12TH

$33 PER PERSON
9:30AM TO 4:30PM

BUS DEPARTS

PORT HURON AT 9:30AM

Cedar Point Day Trip
$69 PER PERSON
JULY 14TH
AUGUST 20TH
BUS DEPARTS PORT HURON AT 6:30AM

BUS DEPARTS CEDAR POINT AT 9PM
HOME BY APPROX. 12AM

Maritime Tour

$599 PER PERSON
AUGUST 24TH - 27TH
ALL INCLUSIVE TOUR

SUNSET MACKINAC CRUISES, MACKINAC ICE BREAKER TOUR,
VALLEY CAMP TOUR, SOO LOCK DINNER CRUISE,
WHITEFISH SHIPWRECK MUSEUM, EDMUND FITZGERALD LIGHTHOUSE,
TAHQUAMMENON FALLS TOUR, PICTURED ROCKS BOAT TOUR,
LAKE CHARLEVOIX & LAKE MICHIGAN BOAT TOUR

BUS DEPARTS 7AM ON THE 24TH TO 7PM ON THE 27TH

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full
list of events on our website

I t’s Travel Time
to reserve your seat call or visit

Find us on
Facebook!

810-982-RIDE

www.982ride.com
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& SPORTING CENTER

Trade
In
or
Trade
Up
Bows & Firearms

Partial List of

• Flat screen TVs and monitors
• Gold & Silver (jewelry, scrap, ingot)
• Newer game systems
• Chainsaws
• Bikes
• Laptop computers / tablets
• Lawnmowers
• Musical instruments
• Long guns
• Telescopes and binoculars
• Mopeds and motorcycles
• Automobiles
• Trucks
• ATVs
• Dirt Bikes
• Gift Cards (we purchase only)
• Miscellaneous books (we purchase only)

THSsportingcenter.com

hASSLE f

REE

Store
Hours

!

Mon
THRU

SAT

9AM - 6PM

Sun
10-4
retail side only

1504 Military St.
Port Huron, MI 48060
sEE OUR INVENTORY ONLINE

We buy or loan
Items are stored safely in
our secure facility.
Each item will be returned
to you in the same
condition that you left it.

July 2015
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Professional Gunsmith
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by David Odziana
ThumbPrint News

Staff writer & reporter

Eagle Scout

For over 100 years, the scouting organizations of America have been shaping the youth
of our country, with one frequent result – the
scouts often grow up to be very successful.
Although many people may not realize this,
a majority of prosperous men and women who
participated in scouting as kids, grew up to
mirror the values implemented from scouting.
Not only are the Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts
responsible for producing countless well-respected individuals, but they also put the youth
in a position to obtain many high-ranking,
important jobs.
From the time the Boy Scouts of America
was formed in 1910, more than 110 million
youth and volunteers have participated in the
organization. Many of these Boy Scouts have
taken what they have learned throughout their
years in the group and implemented it in the
working world. This has resulted in some
impressive statistics, such as 85 percent of FBI
agents, 40 percent of the 111th Congress, as well
as numerous CEOs and high ranking military
personnel being Boy Scouts at one time. The
career that Boy Scouts dominate more than any
other is space exploration. Not only was Neil
Armstrong, the ﬁrst man to walk on the moon, a
Boy Scout, but 11 of the 12 men to step onto the
moon’s surface were as well – nearly 60 percent
of all men who have left earth’s atmosphere had
some involvement in the Boy Scouts.
While many have made their mark by
visiting the moon, other Boy Scouts have found
their own path to success without leaving the
planet. Some noteworthy Boy Scouts include
Michael Jordan, Martin Luther King Jr., Bill
Gates, Nelson Mandela and Walter Cronkite,
just to list a few. Nelson Mandela was a
scouting advocate, noted as saying the Boy
Scouts “inspires patriotism, sound moral values,
courage, character-building, self-reliance and
motivates our young people to achieve their full
potential.”
Despite the Girl Scouts getting its start two
years after the Boy Scouts, they wasted no
time shaping distinguished members of society
–more than 59 million girls have involved
themselves in the world’s largest educational
group for girls. With the Girl Scouts implementing many important life lessons, such as

ﬁnancial skills and leadership, it is no surprise
many powerful business women were a part of
the organization – today, 53 percent of female
business owners were Girl Scouts at one time.
Like the Boy Scouts, many women who were
in the group have spent time outside our atmosphere. The long list of astronauts include Dr.
Sally Ride, who was the ﬁrst women in space,
Roberta Bodar, the ﬁrst Canadian women in
space, as well as Lt. Col. Eileen Collins, the ﬁrst
woman space shuttle commander astronaut.
Although many scouts have grown up to
spend their career in high ranking government
jobs, some Girl Scouts have gone on to earn a
spot in the hearts of Americans as entertainers
and public ﬁgures. One of the most well-known
ﬁgures of today that took part in scouting is
Taylor Swift, while other beloved women, such
as Shirley Temple and Lucille Ball, spent their
youth in the organization. Many successful
women have very fond memories of the Girl
Scouts, such as Olympic gymnast and TV commentator Cathy Rigby. “The thing I received
from Girl Scouts more than anything else was
a sense of real teamwork and working for the
community, helping others, and it was not
competitive. I remember working as a group to
achieve a goal or to help the community. There
was a great sense of accomplishment in that.”
With skills, such as leadership, moral values
and teamwork instilled in the scouting youth,
they will be prepared to become successful in
whatever they choose to do in the future. And
for any children with dreams of becoming an
astronaut when they grow up, having a scouting
background will deﬁnitely help, proven by the
fact that more than half of the 294 men and
women chosen to go to space were members of
the scouting family.
Editors note: To learn more about the Boy
Scouts, contact the Blue Water Council Boy
Scouts of America at (810) 982-9529 or for
the Girls Scouts, contact the Girl Scouts of
Southeastern Michigan at (313) 972-4475.
If any scouts, past or present, would like
their pictures included in a future edition
of the ThumbPrint News, please send
your photographs, along with a caption, to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

JULY
14-18
FREE ADMISSION
Festival Opens at 11AM Daily

BIG ROCK CARNIVAL - Quay & Merchant
(NEW LOCATION)|

Tuesday 14 - 6:00pm-close
Wednesday - Saturday 15-18 5:00pm-close

ZIP LINE - Quay St.
$

5/ZIP

Thursday 16 - 12:00pm-8:00pm

FIREWORKS - Desmond Landing
Thursday 16 - 9:30pm

Rain Date - Friday, July 17

Operation Transformation Activities
Thursday 16 - 5:00pm-9:00pm

Lighted Boat Parade
Saturday 18 - 9:30pm

Live Bands

Air Margeritaville, Lookin’ Back, The Luddites,
& Other Great Local Bands, entertainment,
great food & vendor booth all weekend long!

Food Vendors - Artists - Marketplace
Beverage Stations & MUCH MORE!
FULL SCHEDULE
& MORE DETAILS:

Skateboard
Demos @ SC4

TheBlueWaterFest.com

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Past

2nd Under Pressure
23rd Under Pressure
5th Steelin Time 4-8pm 24th Blues, Blues, Blues
25th Pocket Kash
26th Ned Lucas Band
9th Maverick Band
10th Under Pressure
11th Elvis, Elvis, Elvis
30th Steelin Time
{David Mark with an }
{Elvis Tribute 8 - 11pm}
31st Ned Lucas Band
12th Under Pressure

16th
17th
18th
19th

Mexican Dishes
Available All Day

Maverick Band
D.J. Niez
Dead Cat Alley
Steelin Time

Thursday is

L1/a2dOFieFs Night

C
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Passions
Thumbs Up

Senior Living & Hospice Care
“We are a fully handicap-accessible home
for physically handicapped residents.”

To Seniors

Prices Starting at $2,000
(810) 824-3374

716 17th St., Port Huron, MI 48060

Falling of the Flocks
By David Odziana

ThumbPrint News Writer and Field Reporter

4th Thumb Birds’
Get-Together is Planned!
Hello, Thumb Birds! I hope you are all
enjoying the lovely summer weather in
the Thumb of Michigan – or wherever
else your travels may take you!
Invitations have been emailed out to all
of the current Thumb Birds for our 4th
Thumb Bird Get-Together which will be
held in August. If you are already a
Thumb Bird and did not receive the
invitation, please email
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and
we will get it re-sent to you.
If you have not yet joined our Thumb Bird
group and would like to do so, the only
requirements are that you live or have
lived in the Thumb of Michigan and that
you now spend part or all of the year in
Florida. Email us your name and
addresses in both Michigan and Florida,
your phone number, and an email
address where we can contact you. The
purpose of this social group is to share
ideas, places to visit, restaurants, etc.
that have to do with our Florida
experiences and to occasionally get
together in both Florida and Michigan to
talk about all things Michigan and
Florida. Email your information to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. We will
welcome you to the group and send you
an invitation to our August get-together
and also to our Florida get-together next
winter (date not yet established).

If the air suddenly echoed an ear-piercing screech,
followed by the day switching to night as if a light switch
was turned off, most people would enter a state of panic
–300 years ago this was a frequent happening in the
Thumb of Michigan.
With very few humans in the dense forest at the time,
Michigan was bustling with a vast variety of wildlife, but
a bird known as the passenger pigeon caused the most
chatter. The pigeons were given the name because they
ﬂew from one spot to another in masses like passengers.
For many tribes, including the Ojibwa, Odawa and
Pottawatomi, the passenger pigeon was an important
source of food to feed their families. The Indians often
captured the birds in nets and soon, new settlers were
adopting the same technique. The young squabs were
considered a delicacy by many tribes and the adults were
used for their meat, as well as their feathers. Although
the Indians hunted the bird, there were not enough of
them doing so to substantially decrease the population,
which was said to be three to ﬁve billion strong when
the Europeans discovered the new world. The Thumb of
Michigan, as well as the rest of the state, was a hotspot for
the pigeons. One main reason the birds were so numerous
was the lack of predators, which were non-existent
aside from hawks and eagles. This is a main reason they
accounted for one-third of all birds in the United States
at the time, and were said to equal the amount of birds in
North America today. As more people kept migrating to
the Thumb of Michigan, the more the bird’s habitat was
altered.
Even though the personal consumption of the passenger
pigeons did not initially decrease the bird’s population,
some human practices that were exercised starting in
the 1830s did. It was around this time when the settlers

WATER SOFTENERS - DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS

began using
the pigeons
for target
practice,
which
accounted
for about
250,000 birds
a year. Adding
to the destruction
was the introduction of commercial hunting in order to
supply city markets, such as those in New York and New
England, which were each receiving at least 300,000 birds
a year starting in the 1850s. The majority of the birds were
shipped to developing cities on the east coast in order
to provide settlers with a cheap supply of meat. At ﬁrst,
farmers would sell the birds for 10 cents a dozen, but once
they reached certain cities on the east coast, they would
fetch as much as two dollars a dozen. The two centuries
that took the largest toll on the pigeon’s population was
the ﬁrst 10 years of the 1800s, as well as the 1870s. Some
of the staggering numbers recorded during this time
were 400,000 pigeons a day coming from one county in
Michigan during the peak of the hunting season, as well
as 7.5 million from Van Buren County in 1869. With
the introduction of settlement into the heavily wooded
area, the Europeans cleared a vast amount of land for the
sale of lumber and to make it suitable for farming. Since
passenger pigeons required a huge number of birds in
order to nest and court, the decrease of food and nesting
areas caused the population to continue declining. Adding
to the issue of repopulating was the fact that the pigeons
only gave birth to one baby at a time.
Although we will never be able to witness a passenger
pigeon’s migration ﬂight, there are numerous documented
See FALLING OF THE FLOCKS, Page 17

RUST CONTROL
6011 S. Lakeshore Rd.
Lexington, MI 48450
(810) 359-7880

krown.com
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MARITIME TRIVIA
Courtesy of The Marine Art of J. Clary

No one correctly answered question #19.
Be the first to answer Question #20 and you could win a J. Clary collector print!

Question #19: What were fragments of broken monuments from
Saint Nicholas Church, Great Yarmouth, England, used for?

Answer: The “holystones”, as they were called, were used
at one time to scrub the decks of ships of the British Navy.

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

Maritime Trivia Question #20

Why did Chinese mariners of old refuse to
help a drowning mate?
Email Your Guess to marineart@jclary.com

Happy Independence Day to You!

By Louise Allen

ThumbPrint News Staff

1.
2.
3.

On this day in 1838, Charles Darwin
presents a paper on his theory of
evolution to the Linnean Society in London.
On this day in 1964, President Lyndon
B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act
into law.
On this day in 1954, food rationing ends
in Great Britain, almost nine years after
the end of the war.

4.

On this day in
1845, Henry
David Thoreau begins
his 26-month stay at
Walden Pond.

By Patricia Cosner Kubic
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Lately, I’ve been thinking about the word “independence”.
I love the image of bright ﬁreworks, houses dressed in our
country’s favorite colors, the smell of the grill and the taste of
barbeque sauce. It is, of course, only because of those brave,
brave souls that our senses get to be tickled by these summertime
treats each year.
But, I’ve also been thinking about what a big word “independence” is, and not just in the
number of letters. If you ask ten people to deﬁne it, you will get eleven answers at least.
I’m thinking about the person who has a body that doesn’t move the way they want it
to. That person, I’d bet, has a different deﬁnition of independence than those of us with
properly operating parts. The more I think about it, the more worried I get that this person
is focusing on what doesn’t work quite right and not remembering to acknowledge the parts
that do work on command.
I’m remembering Laura, a member of my Curves exercise club, a former business that I
owned in Warren. Laura will stay with me forever. She had MS; but don’t tell her that. To
watch Laura, her left leg kind of dragged and her left arm kind of dangled. No matter.
She was a regular at our club and she used that right arm to push a machine when the rest
of used two arms. She worked that right arm as hard as she could – like she was making
up for the uncooperative arm.
At one point, a few weeks went by and I noticed that Laura hadn’t been in the club; of
course, I called her. Come to ﬁnd out that she lost her balance while getting dressed, fell
into her bedroom wall and broke her rotator cuff. No matter. True to form, three months
later she was back on the circuit putting that right arm back to work as if she never missed
a day. Way to go, Laura! Happy Independence Day!!
I’m also thinking about the person whose mind or heart isn’t running on all cylinders maybe a person with memory lapses, a person with the blues or someone who gets scared
instantly when the rest of us glide by without thinking. A few people in my world are
struggling with anxiety and sometimes I see them frozen on the sideline as the day passes
them by. One special young lady, Ellen, can’t quite make it to the next phase in her college
career. The new campus is just too big, the students are too many. No matter. I remember
the days when ordering a hamburger at McDonald’s proved to be too much, and now Ellen
regularly chows down those yummy fries - always with ample ketchup and never having a
second thought. Yes, college might be on hold, but that’s temporary. Just as Laura worked
her right arm, Ellen is putting the stronger side of her mind to good use. She’s been
talking about leaving the security of her parents’ nest. And, it turns out that making that
leap is one fear she looked at up one side, down the other and then told it to step aside.
She has packing to do. Way to go, Ellen! Happy Independence Day to you, too!
So in honor of Laura and Ellen, I’m making the bold suggestion that you claim just one
of those ﬁreworks and call it your own. Pick one blazing, colorful, rich moment to feel truly
proud of the independent person that lives within you always.
And when you do, I hope your heart stays puffed with pride long after those vibrant
sparks burn out. I hope all of us stand a little taller ﬁlled with genuine appreciation when
we think about every soldier who has ever been in the background helping to give us the
gift of our very own unique brand of independence.
Happy Birthday, America!

5.
6.
7.

On this day in 1776, the Declaration of
Independence is first printed by John
Dunlop in Philadelphia.
On this day in 1854, the Republican
Party is officially organized in Jackson,
Michigan.

On this day in 1925, Afrikaans is
recognized as one of the official
languages of South Africa, along with English
and Dutch.

8.

On this day in 1865, four of the
conspirators in President Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination are hanged in
Washington, D.C.

9.
10.
11.

On this day in 1850, U.S. President
Zachary Taylor dies in office at the age of
65. He is succeeded by Millard Fillmore.

17.

On this day in 1987, Lt. Col.
Oliver North and Rear Adm. John
Poindexter begin testifying to Congress
regarding the Iran-Contra scandal.

18.
19.

On this day in 1877, inventor Thomas
Edison records the human voice for
the first time.
On this day in 1799, the Rosetta Stone,
a tablet with hieroglyphic translations
into Greek, is found in Egypt.

20.

On this day in 1942,
the U.S. Army Women’s
Army Auxilary Corps (WAAC)
begins its first training class at Fort
Des Moines, Iowa.

21.

On this day in 1861, in the
first major battle of the
Civil War, Confederate forces defeat
the Union Army along Bull Run near Manassas
Junction, Virginia. The battle becomes known
as Manassas by the Confederates, while the
Union calls it Bull Run.

22.
23.
24.

On this day in 1938, the Third Reich
issues special identity cards for
Jewish Germans.
Model A.

On this day in 1903, the Ford Motor
Company sells its first automobile, the

On this day in 1766, at Fort Ontario,
Canada, Ottawa chief Pontiac and
William Johnson sign a peace agreement.

On this day in 1993, Kenyan runner
Yobes Ondieki becomes the first man
to run 10,000 meters in less than 27 minutes.
On this day in 1975, archaeologists
unearth an
army of 8,000 life-size
clay figures created
more than 2,000 years
ago for the
Emperor Qin
Shi Huangdi.

12.

On this day in 1957, the
U.S. Surgeon General, Leroy
E. Burney, reports that there is a direct link
between smoking and lung cancer.

13.
14.

On this day in 1863, opponents of
the draft begin three days of rioting
in New York City.
On this day in 1951, the George
Washington Carver
National Monument in Joplin,
Missouri, becomes the first
national park to honor an
African American.

15.

On this day in
1901, over 74,000
Pittsburgh steel workers go on
strike.

16.

On this day in 1945,
the United States
detonates the first atomic bomb in a test at
Alamogordo, New Mexico.

25.
26.
27.
28.

On this day in 1941, the U.S.
government freezes Japanese’ and
Chinese’ assets.
On this day in 1830, King Charles X of
France issues five ordinances limiting
the political and civil rights of citizens.
On this day in 1905, the International
Workers of the World found their
labor organization in Chicago.
On this
day in
1920, Pancho Villa
surrenders to the
Mexican government.

29.

On this day
in 1588, the
Spanish Armada is
sighted off the coast of
England.

30.
31.

On this day
in 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson
signs the Medicare Bill into law.
On this day in 1971, Apollo 15
astronauts take a drive on the moon
in their land rover.
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GRANTSMITH

G

N
CELEBRATI

16 YEARS!

A multiservice company that you can trust!

LOCAL INDEPENDENT HEALTH INSURANCE AGENT

Since 1978

OBAMACARE ENROLLMENT
and

Walk-In Tubs

• Total Bathroom
Remodeling From
Start to Finish
• One-Day Bath
Remodeling
• Full Line of Safety
& Accessibility
Products
• No Mess
• No Demolition

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

call… (810) 984-1373
www.grantsmith.com

Walk-In Showers

Making homes beautiful &
accessible for Blue Water Area
seniors for over 15 years!
MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM

(810) 385-1700

FALLING OF THE FLOCKS
Continued from Page 15

statements from witnesses explaining the amazing
experience, giving some insight of what it was
like to experience this sight. One of the unique
characteristics of the birds was the scolding sounds
they produced, which was said to be so loud that
it could be heard for miles. A ﬁrsthand experience
during a hunt for the pigeons stated they were
so loud that the only way you knew someone
discharged their gun was the sight of them reloading.
It was said that the birds ﬂew at speeds of about
60 miles per hour, and the ﬂocks were so huge that
they are incomparable to anything that exists today.

“

”

2916 Pine Grove Ave at I-94
One Building North of Rite-Aid / Port Huron

A famous bird expert, Alexander Wilson, observed
one ﬂock that was a mile wide and 240 miles long,
but there are other recordings of ﬂocks even larger.
These massive groups of birds were so large that
they would block out the sun for hours at a time and
also left a great deal of destruction wherever they
ﬂew. The same ﬂock that Wilson witnessed was said
to consume more than 17,424,000 bushels of natural
fruits and seeds a day, which also proved detrimental
when they came across a farmer’s ﬁeld. During the
time when these pigeons were a normal scene, it
was very common for them to decimate 20 acres of
crops, such as corn or beans, a day. Farmers hated
these birds so much that whenever they killed them,
the farmers would feed the pigeons to their pigs, as
well as using them to fertilize their ﬁelds.
The area these birds chose to roost damaged the
forest so immensely that it was said to show the
same result as a tornado would if it tore through
the area. One reason for this is because hundreds
of birds would all nest in one tree and thousands
would roost on a single limb, literally sitting on top
of each other, which very often resulted in branches
as big as two feet in diameter snapping from the
weight. A result of having millions of birds in a
condensed area also brought another unpleasant
issue – the forest ﬂoor beneath them was covered
with a layer of feces several inches thick, which
was said to resemble a fresh coating of snow.

The ﬁnal straw for the passenger pigeons came
with the invention of the train, as well as the
telegraph, which gave hunters and trappers a means
of communication to learn where the pigeons were
currently roosting and a fast way to get there –
making it impossible for the birds to avoid humans.
By the 1890s, the pigeon’s population was in the
thousands – 10 years later, they were nowhere to be
found in the wild.
The Lacey Act of 1900 was implemented into law to
protect many species of wildlife, but unfortunately it
was too late for the passenger pigeon. Coincidentally,
the year of 1900 was also the last sighting of a single
passenger pigeon in the wild, which was spotted
by a naturalist. For the next 14 years, a handful of
passenger pigeons survived in captivity, and despite
many attempts to repopulate the species, it proved to be
unsuccessful. The ﬁnal pigeon to survive was named
Martha, who lived out her life at the Cincinnati Zoo,
where she died on September 1, 1914, at the age of 29
years old. After her death, her body was placed in a 300
pound block of ice and shipped to the Smithsonian’s
Museum of Natural History. Europeans hunted the
passenger pigeon so aggressively that in just under 50
years, the bird’s population went from ﬁve billion to
just a few thousand – becoming completely extinct in
less than 70 years of European intervention. The story
of the passenger pigeon is a perfect example of exactly
how much effect humans can have on the planet we
share.
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Protecting Yourself While on
Vacation: Know Before You Go!

It’s ﬁnally summertime and to a lot of
us that means family vacations. With all
the excitement, it’s easy to forget about
protecting your home, your valuables
and your identity. “Scammers never
stop thinking, so consumers have to
be looking ahead too,” said Melanie
Duquesnel, president and CEO of BBB
Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper
Peninsula. “The stakes are always high.”
According to Javelin Research’s 2014
Identity Fraud Study, more than 13 million
Americans had their identities stolen last
year, and it cost an average of $3,500 to ﬁx
related problems. According to the Federal
Trade Commission, ID theft has surpassed
drug trafﬁcking to become the most
prevalent crime in the nation.
BBB Serving Eastern Michigan and the
Upper Peninsula advises consumers to be
on the lookout for fraud in all of its forms,
particularly technology-based schemes.
Here are steps people setting out on
vacation can take to protect themselves:
Protecting Your Credit
• Keep an eye on your credit cards.
When standing in line at a ticket counter
or restaurant, don’t leave your credit
card in plain view. Someone can snap a
photo of it over your shoulder and use
the information fraudulently.
• Copy vital cards and documents.
It’s a good idea to keep a record of your
credit card, passport and other important
numbers – in a safe place – in case your
wallet or purse is lost or stolen. Leave
identity documents and cards that you
don’t need at home. Make sure you keep
a record of customer service numbers
in case you run into a problem while
you’re out of town.
• Don’t get skimmed. Always
inspect the card reader slot before
using a stand-alone ATM or gas pump.
Law enforcement agencies warn that
criminals can place a fake card slot
cover on these machines to enable
them to capture customers’ ﬁnancial
information.
• If you plan to use your credit
cards while away, it may also be a
good idea to contact your credit card
provider or bank ahead of time. In
an effort to prevent losses from fraud,
ﬁnancial institutions may refuse some
credit card transactions from out of

Melanie Duquesnel

state if they do not match your typical
spending pattern. Letting your credit
card provider and bank know when you
are leaving town – and returning – and
where you are going might prevent a
hold from being placed on your credit or
debit card.
• Check receipts during vacation
and after. When you get home go
through your bank and credit card
statements to look for any unauthorized
charges. If something is amiss, contact
your ﬁnancial institution immediately.
Protecting Your Home
• Manage your mail and newspaper
delivery online. Before leaving town,
visit https://holdmail.usps.com/holdmail/
to have your mail held while you’re
away. It’s a good idea to do the same
thing with the daily newspaper and ask a
neighbor to collect any packages shipped
special delivery. With no newspapers or
mail piling up, thieves aren’t as likely to
notice there is no one at home.
• Use timers to turn on and off
lights throughout the house to make it
look like there is someone in the home.
Thieves don’t like surprising, or being
surprised by, homeowners.
• Be careful with social media.
Make sure nobody in your family
announces that you’re going away for
an awesome vacation. If your account
settings are public, thieves might access
information you don’t want them to
have. Always be careful when posting
photos while you’re out of town for the
same reason. Be sure you’re clear about
your privacy settings on your social
media accounts, and remember, people
talk. There will be plenty of time to post
your fun photos when you’ve returned
from your trip.
For more helpful tips, the latest
consumer news and free Business Reviews,
visit www.bbb.org.
Editor’s Note: Melanie Duquesnel is the
president and CEO of the Better Business Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper
Peninsula, which is a non-proﬁt organization
that ﬁghts fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its
business accreditation, consumer education
and dispute resolution programs. Contact your
local BBB by calling (248) 223-9400 or by
visiting www.bbb.org.
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(810) 326-1088
gottcars.com
2008 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer

9,500*

$

St. Clair
County’s
$
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7,700

2007 Cadillac DTS Luxury
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#

Used
Car
Dealer!

2005 Buick LeSabre

5,995*

$

VALUABLE COUPON

CAR DETAILING

Regular: $150
Senior Discount: $120

G&E Auto Sales
4651 Bree Road
China Twp., MI
48054
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~ Beautiful Beginnings Start Here ~ Local Vendors for Brides
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Never too far for the perfect gown!

I am the “Critter of the Month” at ABC
Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object or a place for our readers to
identify. If you think you know the answer, go to www.thumbprintnews.com and enter
your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct answer by the 15th of the month, one
person will be randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift
at the end of the year! On December 31, 2015, one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and the lucky person will be notified.
In the June 2015 edition, we asked our readers
to identify the creature to the right and to tell us
a little bit about it. Of all of those submitting the
correct answer, Rebecca Bronomo’s 11-year-old son,
William of Chesterfield, Michigan, was randomly
chosen to be entered into the year-end drawing.
William recognized that this creature is a Blobfish.
He learned about this fish when his three-year-old
brother was watching the Disney show Octonauts.
Here are a few interesting facts about this unique looking fish:
• The Blobfish was discovered in 2003 off the coast of New Zealand when it was
trawled during the Norfanz expedition at a depth of between 1013 and 1340 meters. The
crew affectionately named him Mr. Blobby.
• The scientific name for the Blobfish is Psychrolutes
micorporos and it is also known as a fathead sculpin fish.
• The fish’s body is flabby and gelatinous and is not adapted to
be out of water.
• Blobfish are cold-water fishes, found either at high latitudes, or
in deep water of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans.
• Mr. Blobby, pictured above, now is preserved and on display in
the Australian Museum in Sydney, Australia.
For our July contest, we are asking our readers to identify the
person to the left who grew up to be famous. Remember, go to
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer. Good luck!

For All of Your
Critter & Pest
Control Needs

Call:

ABC
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A multiservice company that you can trust!
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Located 1/2 mile
N. of 21 Mile Rd.
off Gratiot in the
Apple Grove Plaza

(586) 949-0112 * 25962 S. KNOLLWOOD DR. * CHESTERFIELD, MI 48051

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Columnist

In 1994, movie theater popcorn received a bad reputation and was
deemed “unhealthy” because it was popped in coconut oil. Today, twentyone years later, coconuts are being praised for their increasing health
benefits.
Coconuts have nothing to do with cocoa or nuts. A coconut tree is a
variety of palm found growing in tropical regions around the world. The
word coconut was derived from the word “coco”, which refers to the head
or skull in Spanish. Coconut trees create many wholesome products.
Coconut tree sap provides the source for coconut syrup and sugar. The fruit
of the palm (coconut) provides the source for coconut milk, cream, flour
and oil.
Coconut contains a high percentage of saturated fat, however the
majority is in the form of “medium-chain triglycerides (MCTs)” and
evidence supports MCTs’ ability to increase calorie burn, thereby assisting
in weight loss.
Coconut milk is free of lactose and offers a delicious alternative for
individuals who are lactose intolerant. Mineral rich coconut water is
super-hydrating and carries antioxidant properties that hunt free radicals.
Certain studies indicate that coconut water may lower oxidative stress and
lower blood sugar levels. Coconut oil brings new flavor to recipes when
cooking, and equally acts an outstanding moisturizer.
Monolaurin, a derivative of lauric acid found in coconut, has shown
antibacterial effects against a host of organisms
responsible for skin infections, including staph
(staphylococcus aureus), making coconut oil an optimal
choice as a nontoxic treatment for hair and skin.
Let’s raise our bottle of coconut water in appreciation
of the redeemed coconut, and if you’d like to add a
splash of fun, put a lime in the coconut ...

WE CAN HELP MAKE YOUR HOUSE
COOLER THIS SUMMER!

Part of maintaining a home is doing
yard work. Now that the weather is
mostly warm, yard work is added to the
list of things that need to be done. An
important part of lawn work is making
sure your equipment is maintained. Just
like a car, yard equipment that runs on
gas needs maintenance to keep it running and working effectively. This may
sound intimidating, but there are fairly
easy things that can be done on your
own without being a mechanic.
Time for a Change – Just like your
car, the oil in a lawnmower needs to be
changed. The ﬁrst step is to remove the
old oil. Riding mowers have a plug that
unscrews to let the oil drain out. When
the oil has drained, take off the oil ﬁlter
with a strap wrench. Then replace the
drain plug and install the new oil ﬁlter.
Put a ﬁlm of oil around the seal of the
new oil ﬁlter to lubricate it so it can be
installed tightly. Finally, ﬁll with the
correct amount and type of oil, which
can be found in the owner’s manual.
Push mowers will require you to use a
siphon pump to remove the old oil and
add 20 ounces of SAE 30 oil. Make
sure you take the old oil to a place that
recycles it. Lawn equipment that takes
oil mixed with gas does not require an
oil change.
I Need Air – Any machine that uses
gasoline requires air to work. The air
ﬁlter catches dust from the air being
used by the machine. If the air ﬁlter becomes too dirty, it needs to be replaced.
This is usually a simple task requiring
only a screwdriver. You simply remove
the cover of the air ﬁlter, replace the
air ﬁlter with a clean one, and reattach
the cover. This is the easiest equipment
maintenance that you can perform and
crucial to making sure your machine
works.
Reignite that Spark – Spark plugs
are what help start and keep a machine
working. Over time the end that sparks
will get fouled up and can prevent the
machine from starting and running.
When that happens, it is time to replace
it. Remove the chord from the spark
plug and use a spark plug socket that is
the right size for your plug to remove
it. Go to the store and buy a new spark
plug the right size and type and install

it into your machine. Attach the chord
and you are good to go.
Cutting Edge – Some equipment
requires sharpening because it is
designed to cut. This is an ambitious
repair because you do have to know
what you are doing. The easiest thing
to do is replace the lawnmower blade
or chainsaw chain. The other option
is to take it somewhere that sharpens
it. If you want to do it yourself, here
are some tips. You can use a ﬁle or
grinding wheel to sharpen lawnmower
blades easily, but use a blade balancer.
It is something you set the blade on to
make sure it is balanced. When sharpening lawnmower blades, you have to
take equal amounts off each side so it
is balanced. If not, it will vibrate and
cause damage to the shaft it attaches to.
Chainsaw chains are sharpened using
a ﬁle and you must use the correct size
and ﬁle it at the correct angle.
Storage – Yard equipment is not used
year round in Michigan. We use different equipment for different seasons.
That means there is a long time when
we don’t use the equipment. During
that time, the gas will go bad. You
can do a couple of things to keep from
having bad gasoline. You can add a fuel
stabilizer to keep the gas from going
bad while not in use. It will also clean
deposits when you run the machine
which will keep it working longer. You
can also use a siphon pump to remove
the gas, putting it into a gas can. Then
you start the machine and run it until it
runs out of gas. If you are not going to
use the gas in the winter, still add fuel
stabilizer so it does not go bad.
I hope everyone is having a fun,
safe, and hopefully warm summer.
Always remember to seek a professional if you are not sure you can do
something on your own. If you have
any questions or concerns, e-mail me
at thumbprintnews@comcast.net and I
will reply in a timely manner.
Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 16
years of experience working in retail
hardware and has been trained and has
learned much about home improvement,
maintenance and repair. He currently is
employed by LumberJack and runs their
paint department.
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You can find all your Sporting Good needs at Algonac
®

we FILl
propane
TANKS!

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

Sale good June 26th to July 31st, 2015

It’s Fishing Time!
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30 lb. & 44 lb.

(Stocked at Algonac
& Marysville)

20% oﬀ
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W��� B�� �/ B������
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$

Everyday Low Price
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(you save $500) sku FR1050
Worm Bedding Available

Let’s Get Ready to Hunt!
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25% oﬀ
Assorted

(Stocked at Algonac)
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Now $4199

(you save $1000) sku AL227

We Stock RV Supplies
You can find all your Sporting Good needs at Algonac

Marine City
Algonac
St. Clair
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd. 715 Chartier 2275 Fred Moore Highway
(810) 765-8827
(810) 329-4781
(810) 794-4921

15%
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Camo Hunting Vests
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Now $28999

(you save $4000) sku G611009154

Open 7 Days a Week! www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together!™
LICENSES
SOLD HERE!

New Baltimore
Marysville
Contractors Warehouse
35369 23 Mile Rd. 151 North Range Rd.
875 Chartier
(586) 725-2341
(810) 765-8828
(810) 364-8877
Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices
are not valid in conjunction with any other oﬀer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market ﬂuctuation.
LumberJack is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

COUPON
Bring this coupon in to receive your first special order from our new
2015 Sea Value Marine Accessories Catalog.

ThumbPrint News

(*Exclusions: This coupon is good only in-store at LumberJack
Building Centers, Inc. Limit one coupon per customer. Must present
this coupon to receive offer. Discount applies to regular priced
merchandise only. May not be combined with other promotional
offers, if a minimum purchase is required, such minimum is calculated
before tax. Not valid online or for sale or clearance priced
merchandise or previously purchased merchandise. Additional
exclusions may apply. See store for details. Coupon void if copied,
transferred and where prohibited. No cash value.)

You can find all your Sporting Good needs at Algonac

coupon expiration date: July 31st, 2015
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The New Math of Relationship

To Advertise with us
Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

By John Vincent Senkus

harmonious meshing of emotional
capacities, perceptions, traits, beliefs,
Love isn’t singularly deﬁned,
PARTNER-REALIZATION and values—which are the core
LEVEL
(One + One = Three)
and doesn’t have just one
elements of any successful intimate
level. It is multidimensional.
relationship as well. In addition,
INTEGRATING UNIQUENESS
The greater the dimension,
before the very ﬁrst interaction
LEVEL
(Personal Imprinting)
the stronger and deeper the
between a couple occurs, each
love. But, reaching these
individual brings to the table their
higher levels of love requires
very own self-relationship. This
FULCRUM LEVEL
(Securing Higher Ground)
relationship growth―which
too will interact and inﬂuence
is predicated upon the
what the relationship will or
succession of satisﬁed
won’t evolve into. Collectively,
NEW LOVE LEVEL
needs. Just as in Nature,
this is where the future
(Imagining the Possibilities)
every living thing requires
dynamics and compatibility
nutrients to be sustained.
factors of the relationship are
LIKING LEVEL
The roots of intimate (or
born, so in many ways, this
(Relationship Basics)
self) relationship are no
level is the most crucial of
different. If they are not growing, they’re
all. Paying close attention to the chemistry
either stagnating or dying. It’s that simple.
of this stage will provide many indicators
Let’s now examine the ﬁve levels of loving
on how well the relationship will ultimately
relationship’s potential:
ﬁt together. A strong connection here
Liking Level - Many presume the initial
plants the seeds for an enduring loving
step in intimate relationship is new love and partnership.
romance. But, before real love and romance
New Love Level - Virtually everyone
can begin blossoming, the ingredients
needs to feel a special connection with
for friendship must develop ﬁrst. After
someone, an intimate space where love
all, a solid friendship is predicated on the
prevails and the excitement of possibilities

om
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IF YOU ARE RUNNING CNG (COMPRESSED NATURAL GAS),
YOU KNOW THE BENEFITS. LET US QUOTE YOUR
GAS USAGE AND POTENTIAL STATION.
IF YOU DON’T KNOW ABOUT THE BENEFITS OF
CNG FOR YOUR VEHICLES, LET’S TALK!
LET US BUILD YOUR STATION. WE CAN FUND EVERYTHING.
CALL US AT

(586) 803-0101

SALES
ECH
CNG S
PECIALISTS

ABC

GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?

July 2015

can be explored. We also need to connect
with something bigger than this physical
life can offer, to touch and feel the soulful
realm beyond us. This second level, which
represents new love, can be the gateway to
that path. It represents the growing positive
feelings that are developing, and a vision
for the potential the relationship may hold.
As liking has evolved into loving, the
relationship’s energy and excitement bring
feelings of increased commitment. Because
the “rush of romance” is consuming much
of the relationship’s thoughts and actions,
there is more focus on each partner’s
positive traits. But unfortunately, since this
level can feel so good, any incompatibility
red ﬂags that do come up are too easily
minimized or ignored. Paying attention to
both positive and negative signals is a must!
Fulcrum Level - This third level reﬂects
a more committed and permanent love.
However, depending upon the dynamics
of the previous New Love Level, this
may feel more like a “back to reality”
setting. Overall, this is usually the most
difﬁcult area of all to navigate through, as
relationships tend to become stuck at some
point during this stage. For many couples,
this may seem like a letdown period,
becoming disenchanted after the surge of
new love has waned. Often the landscape
can look like a battleground, where there
is more slippage than traction. But if the
give and take of personal differences can
begin their melding process—a solid
underpinning will emerge that reﬂects
the personality and base values of both
partners. This will then provide the
necessary balance to provide ample support
for future growth.
Integrating Uniqueness Level - As loving
partnership continues to mature, the ability
to imprint each partner’s distinctive features
into the DNA of the relationship advances.
This is the basis of the fourth level,
which allows intimacy, the truest form
of expression, to jump to a higher plane.
This increase encompasses all relationship
dimensions, from the self-intimacy within
each partner, to the intimacy between them
as a couple. Better intimacy also allows
G re a t n
Selectsioonal
of Sea ms
Ite

understanding to reach a new threshold,
one that promotes an environment for both
partners to not just know each other better,
but their own selves as well. All of this is
possible because there is an atmosphere
of encouragement, trust, openness, and
goodwill. When there are disagreements
or challenges, they are dealt with in a
spirit of coaching and empathy, rather than
with bickering or hollow support. Overall,
creativity is enhanced as the nuances of
each partner are set free. The imprinting
dimensions of this level cultivate a rich
environment, because couples “see” each
other so well (especially latent qualities).
Placing such a high value on “becoming
what we are capable of”, enables both
partners to establish the growing path that
will eventually lead them to realizing their
possibilities.
Partner-Realization Level - This ﬁfth and
ﬁnal (ongoing) stage of realized potential
represents the synergistic result of the
partnership where one plus one equals
more than just two. While the preceding
level created the environment for planting
the seeds of potential—this level is the
actual “harvesting” of those efforts. This
highest calling represents actualization
for not only the relationship, but on an
individual basis as well. The focus is much
more on the essential-self and its soulful
qualities, with very little on the ego-self.
There is a continuing comprehension of
what is truly important. A priority exists to
meld individual strengths, and to promote
the healing of weaknesses. Reﬂection and
introspect hone core beliefs, and outside
inﬂuences are virtually non-existent. The
voice of each partner’s individuality and of
the relationship speaks louder and stronger
than anyone or anything else … paving the
way for potential to be realized.
Love happens for a reason. Use it to
awaken and broaden your vision for the
possibilities that exist within you and your
intimate relationship.
Thanks for reading! Please send any
questions to 1and1equal3@gmail.com.
In our next column, we will examine the
Liking Level in more detail.
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Wed Jul 1 Greektown Casino ( $30 pkg)Daytrip $27
Wed Jul 8 Motor City Casino ( get $30 pkg)Daytrip $27
Tue Jul 14 ChipIn Island and Kewadin Casinos (3 days $111 pkg) $155
Tue Jul 21 Soaring Eagle Casino (up to $25 pkg)Daytrip $32
Thu Jul 23 Caesars Windsor ($15 pkg) Daytrip $20
Sun Jul 26 Little River Turtle Creek & Soaring Eagle Casino (Soaring Eagle get $70 pkgs) Overnight $155
Daytrip $44
Tue Jul 28 Shipshewana Indiana
Wed Jul 29 Greektown Casino ($30 pkg) Daytrip $27

IS PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THE
ADDITION OF

DR. RYAN FORDT, D.C.
TO THEIR STAFF.

now accepting new patients!

Flea market
Armada Ridge Road
200 25381
FREE
Richmond, MI 48062
VENDORS 586-784-9604 ADMISSION
OPEN TUES. & sUN. 6AM-1PM aPRIL-oCTOBER

PORT HURON
610 Minnie St.
(810) 987-7500

MARINE CITY
447 South Water St.
(810) 765-5622

zimmerchiro.com

Watch for our upcoming open house in August!
42

Everything from jewelry to collectibles

Armada
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Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

FREE Water Testing
In Ground & Above Ground Pools

(810) 385-6063

Service - Sales - Chemicals - Spas
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

BioGuard

Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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INSURANCE

SHOPPERS AGENCY

Five Star Agency Award from Fremont Insurance
Auto • Home • Boat • R.V.’s • Commercial • Workmans Comp. • Bonds • Umbrella • Farm
Understanding the increased complexity of property and casualty insurance is a challenge.
Excellent customer service and staying ahead of the issues you face are crucial in developing the
long-term relationships and trust we strive for. At Insurance Shoppers Agency, our team will
professionally handle your insurance question and needs.

Insurance Shoppers Agency
1-866-388-1002
501 Gratoit Blvd. Suite 3
Marysville, MI 48040
www.insuranceshoppersagency.com

Fremont Insurance
Insuring and Investing Exclusively
in Michigan since 1876.

By Dr. DiBenedetto
ThumbPrint News Guest Columnist

Dogs are exposed to grapes and
raisins in many ways. Frequently,
they will eat the fruit right off the vine, steal them from our plates, and even eat wine
pressings. Grapes and raisins are sweet and relatively low in calories and make good
snacks for people. However, dogs can have dangerous reactions to grapes, raisins and
currants. At this point and time, we don’t know exactly what makes this fruit toxic, and
we don’t know the number of grapes, raisins or currants that must be eaten before a
dog shows signs of toxicity. Some reports indicate that toxicity can happen with even
small ingestions. Also, it appears that not all dogs are as susceptible as others to this
toxicity, but there is currently no known way to predict which dogs are, and which ones
aren’t. What we do know is that, in susceptible dogs, the ingestion can cause acute renal
(kidney) failure.
Vomiting is one of the initial signs of toxicity and can occur within the ﬁrst two
hours. Other signs that can occur within the ﬁrst ﬁve to six hours of exposure include
diarrhea, lethargy and increased water drinking. Signs of acute renal failure
(ARF) can start within the ﬁrst 24 hours up to several days after the exposure.
Those signs include lethargy, loss of appetite, vomiting and diarrhea, as well
as abdominal pain, tremors and decreased urine production. All of these
clinical signs can be similar to those of other causes of ARF. Diagnosis
of grape toxicity is based on a history of exposure, type of clinical signs,
and evidence of ARF in the blood analysis. If there is no known ingestion
then other differentials for acute renal failure, such as anti-freeze toxicity,
trauma or even congenital kidney diseases, should be considered.
Management of a patient with grape or raisin toxicosis depends on the

Office: 810-388-9200
Fax:
810-388 -9201
shoppers@marysvilleisa.com

animal’s initial presentation. Vomiting should be induced within the ﬁrst two hours
after exposure. Then activated charcoal is administered to help absorb any remaining
toxin and prevent it from damaging the kidneys. Hospitalizing and administering IV
ﬂuids for the ﬁrst 48 hours after ingestion could potentially prevent acute renal failure
from developing. A kidney function test should be monitored daily for at least 72 hours.
Other medications to support kidney function would be used based on the kidney test
results. Hemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis, if available in your area, may be needed if
urine production shuts down as a result of the acute renal failure.
Prognosis depends on many factors like the condition of the dog on presentation, the
success of preventing toxin absorption, and how quickly the clinical signs progress.
Prognosis is favorable if supportive care is implemented quickly enough. However, if
the kidneys shut down and all urine production stops the prognosis is very poor.
Author’s note: I also wanted to mention that there is the possibility that grape and raisin toxicity
may affect cats. There have been no conﬁrmed cases, but it may be wise to assume that ingestion
may be dangerous and to follow the recommendations above for cats as well.
Editor’s note: Dr., DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital located at 2981
Iowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is: www.MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.
Dr. DiBenedetto can
be reached at
(248) 585-2622 for
other pet related
questions.
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

Building Supply
Since 1946

Family-owned and operated since 1946, we are a full line do-it-yourself and contractor building center
serving home owners and professional contractors in Port Huron and the Thumb area.

ALSO OFFERING: • Brick • Block • Lumber • Hardware • Paint • Plumbing • Electrical • Windows
• Cut keys • Re-key locks • Cutting & Threading Pipe • Computerized Kitchen Design

Blue Print
Estimates

Window
& Screen
Repair

GUARANTEED TOUGH.
®

NATIONAL READY MIXED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION MEMBER
3555 Electric Avenue
Port Huron, MI 48060
810.987.2666

Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m.-1 p.m.

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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St. Clair

Algonac - July 1-4
Algonac Lions Club Beer Tent,

If you have an event in August that you would like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by July 12, 2015. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in
dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee

No events were submitted for Genesee
County for the month of July. If you would
like this county represented in our August
issue, please submit all details about your
event to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no
later than July 12, 2015.

Huron

Port Austin - July 4
Birds of Prey, Huron County Nature
Center, Loosemore Rd., 10:30 a.m.
Joe Rogers of the Wildlife Recovery
Association makes learning about birds
and their habitats fun! This informative
and entertaining program includes live
birds: owls, hawks, eagles and more.
This is a very popular program - arrive
early and be prepared for a crowd.
For more information visit www.
HuronNatureCenter.org or call
(989) 551-8400.

Port Austin - July 11
Inside the Beehive, Huron County

Nature Center, Loosemore Rd., 10:30 a.m.
Local beekeeper Ted Falkenberg presents
“What’s Going on in the Honey Bee
Hive?” For more information visit www.
HuronNatureCenter.org or call
(989) 551-8400.

Bad Axe - July 18
Tip of the Thumb Dancers, Huron

County Senior Center, 150 Nugent
Rd., 7:00 p.m. ‒ 11:00 p.m. Admission
$5. Bring finger foods and friends.
Cancellations on WLEW and WMIC
radio channels. Entertainment will be
provided by Emerson Pilaske. (Note: there
will be no dance on July 4.) For more
information contact Jerry at
(989) 269-6348.

Port Austin - July 25
The Bloomin’ Woods, Huron County
Nature Center, Loosemore Rd., 10:30
a.m. Naturalist Janea Little returns to the
Nature Center to lead a walk and identify
woodland flowers and trees.
New program! For more information
visit www.HuronNatureCenter.org
or call (989) 551-8400.

Lapeer

Lapeer - July 10
Sweet Dreams Lapeer Dance,

downtown on the St. Clair River, 7:00
p.m. ‒ midnight on July 1, 2 and 4 and
7:00 p.m. ‒ 1:00 a.m. on July 3. Tent
runs in conjunction with the Pickerel
Tournament. Come and enjoy all of the
sights, sounds and smells of the festival and then top it off with an adult beverage
in our tent! For more information call
(810) 614-8040.

East China - July 1
Low Vision, Legally Blind and
Blind Support Group, St. John River

Lapeer County Center Building, 425
County Center, doors open at 7:45 p.m.,
dance starts at 8:00 p.m. Check us out
online at facebook.com/BurtonDance or
call (248) 228-4876 for more information.

District Hospital, room 2, 11:00 a.m. ‒
1:30 p.m. Home Health Care will be at our
meeting. We meet the first Wednesday of
every month. For more information call
Paul at (810) 329-5172 or email him at
dailerpaul@hotmail.com.

Almont - July 11
Almont Lions Club Euchre
Tournament, 222 Water St., doors open

Kimball - July 2
Nature Print, Kimball Twp. Library,

at 6:00 p.m., play starts at 7:00 p.m. $15
donation includes prizes and food. For
more information call Dan at
(810) 798-8321.

Almont - July 14
Almont/Dryden Seniors Potluck
Lunch and Program, 222 Water St.,
noon. For more information call Dan at
(810) 798-8321.

Macomb

Chesterfield - July 11 & 12
Michigan Military Technical
Society in a World War II
reenactment of Operation Cobra,
Chesterfield Historical Village, Sugarbush
Rd. The event will feature both an Allied
and Axis encampment for public displays
with two public battles on Saturday
(11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.) and one on
Sunday (1:00 p.m.). Military vehicles will
be on display and various vendors will
be on site. Food and drink available for
purchase. $2 family donation or $1 per
person suggested. For more information
call (586) 949-3810.

Macomb County - July 14
Woman’s Life Chapter 855
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome
to attend, so bring a friend. See how you
can make a difference and make new
friends. For location, call (810) 392-5136.

Oakland

No events were submitted for Oakland
County for the month of July. If you would
like this county represented in our August
issue, please submit all details about your
event to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no
later than July 12, 2015.

1955 N. Allen Rd., 5:00 p.m. Make a
nature print using sunlight and nature’s
leaves. See the image appear right before
your very own eyes. Aged 10 - 17.
Registration required by calling
(810) 982-9171.

Kimball - July 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
7th Annual Farmer’s Market/Flea
Market/Arts-Crafts, Marysville

Knights of Columbus #9526, 4521
Ravenswood Rd., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m.
Plants, vegetables, arts/crafts, garage sale
items, baked goods, etc. Our concession
stand will also be available for your
convenience with pop, coffee, hot dogs,
hamburgers, sloppy Joe’s and weekly
specials. Vendors, price is still only $10
per parking space outside. Continues
every Friday until October 23. For more
information call (810) 364-6800 or
(810) 824-7435.

Yale - July 5 & 12
Yale Flea Market, 4 W. Mechanic St.,
12:00 p.m. ‒ 5:00 p.m. A large variety of
items offered including rummage sale
merchandise, craft show items. Jewelry,
baked goods, sporting goods and more.
Food, beverages and sweet treats are
available. Join us as a seller or a buyer.
Tables rent for $15 for the first table and
$5 for each additional; proceeds support
the VFW. Flea market is the 1st and 3rd
Sunday of each month.
For more information call Mark at
(810) 334-3799.

Algonac - July 7
Genealogy Circle, Algonac-Clay

Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr., 6:00 p.m.
Support fellow genealogy researchers in
their quest to trace their family history.

July 2015
Share your knowledge, success and pitfalls
as you do your research. Bring your laptop
and log onto our Wi-Fi or work on our
computers. Free access to our in-house
database, Ancestry Library Edition.
Adults. For more information call
(810) 794-4471.

Port Huron - July 7
Lion King Party, Port Huron Library,
210 McMorran Blvd., 10:00 a.m. Join
us for a craft project, stories and jungle
games centered on one of our favorite
heroes, Simba! Ages 12 and under.
Registration requested by calling
(810) 987-7323 ext. 132 or 130.

St. Clair - July 7, 14, 21 & 28
Safety for Kids, St. Clair Library, 310

S. Second St., 6:00 p.m. This is an updated
program that teaches children 72-hour
preparedness, home safety, fire safety and
weather safety. The objectives are designed
to strengthen the safety knowledge of
children in our communities. Presented
by St. Clair County Homeland Security
Emergency Management. For more
information call (810) 329-3951.

Yale - July 7 & 21
Superhero Science, Yale Library, 2

Jones St., 1:00 p.m. Join us for a superhero
experiment. Ages preschool to teens. For
more information call (810) 387-2940.

Memphis - July 8
Animals - the Real Superheroes,
Memphis Library, 34830 Potter St., 2:00
p.m. Who can lift four times their own
weight? Who is able to smell 100 times
better than humans? Kids, come to the
library and find out the answers to these
questions, as well as other fascinating
and fun facts. Mammals, reptiles and
amphibians will be featured in this
all-time favorite. Registration requested
by calling (810) 329-2980.

Algonac - July 9
Blue Ridge Bluegrass Band
Concert, Algonac boardwalk,

downtown, overlooking the St. Clair River,
7:00 p.m. ‒ 9:00 p.m. This is part of the
Algonac Music in the Park series. Bring
blankets or lawn chairs. Free. For more
information call Mauri at (810) 858-1995.

Lakeport - July 9
Friends of the Burtchville Twp.
Library Meeting, 7097 Second St.,

7:00 p.m. Join the Friends as they plan
and organize for their upcoming events.
Newcomers always welcome. For more
information call (810) 385-8550.

Fair Haven - July 10 & 17
Every Hero Has a Story, Ira Twp.
Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:30 a.m.

July 2015

GOT PESKY SQUIRRELS?

Create your own superhero shield on
July 10, and on July 17 create your
own superhero mask and arm bands.
Registration requested. For more
information call (586) 725-9081.

Casco - July 12
Nicole Archer’s Music Ministry,

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 5322 Palms
Rd., 9:30 a.m. Nicole is a gifted singer
with a passion for praise and worship.
Her greatest desire is to share the love of
Jesus through song. We invite the entire
community to join us in worship and
enjoy her inspirational voice. For more
information visit www.stpaulscasco.com
or call (810) 765-4808.

Kimball - July 16 - 18
New Life Christian Academy
2nd Annual Rummage Sale, 5517

Griswold Rd., 9:00 a.m. ‒ 6:00 p.m. Items
for sale include furniture, household
goods, toys, clothes and much more. For
more information contact Lynnette at
(810) 367-3770 ext. 100.

Port Huron - July 16-18
Blue Water Music Fest, downtown

area. For daily schedules of music line-up
on two stages visit thebluewaterfest.com
or for more information email
msmanager219@gmail.com or call
(810) 937-5049.

Harsens Island - July 17 - 18
Tashmoo Days 2015, Tashmoo

Marina (site of the original Tashmoo
Park). Event is open to the public with free
admission. The sights, sounds and activities
that made the previous Tashmoo Days such
a success are being expanded, with more
food and drink, more art, more activities
for the kids, and an expanded roster of live
music, including a steel drum band. Of
special note, Tashmoo Days 2015 coincides
with the 100th anniversary of the “Having a
Good Time at Tashmoo” message, written
by Tillie Esper and Salina Pramstaller on
June 30, 1915, stuffed into a bottle, corked
and tossed into the St. Clair River from
the Tashmoo Park dock. The bottle and
message, recovered by local diver David
Leander from the river bottom in 2012, will
be on display at the event. For complete
details visit tashmoodays.com, email
licata@comcast.net, or call (586) 530-7100.

Marine City - July 17
East China Community Band,
Summer Performance, Broadway

Park, 7:00 p.m. ‒ 8:00 p.m. Free. Bring a
chair, soda, ice cream cones or a snack
and enjoy hearing a variety of music
performed by local musicians for your
enjoyment. For more information call
Jean at (810) 329-3361.

Marine City - July 17
Marine City Farmer’s Market,

High St. at Parker (M-29). This is the
opening of the season and the farmer’s
market will continue each Thursday
until mid-October. Fresh local produce,
baked goods, candies and other delights
will again be joined by several arts and
crafts vendors. For more information
call (810) 765-4501 or email chamber@
visitmarinecity.com.

Harens Island - July 18
Boat4vets, Idle Hour Yacht Club, 10:00

a.m. All veterans come out and enjoy a fun
day out on the water. The day includes a
boat ride, some swimming, then returning
back to the marina for BBQ, camaraderie,
and giving out the gifts and donations
collected from local businesses. For more
information visit boat4vets.com or call
Forrest at (810) 512-4660.

Marine City - July 20 & 29
Free Waterfront Concerts,

downtown Marine City, 7:00 p.m. July 20
will be at Broadway Park and July 29 at
Drake Park. For more information call
(810) 765-4501.

Port Huron - July 22
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115 Sixth

St., 6:00 p.m. There will be a one-hour
narrated tour aboard the Blue Water
Trolley with 40 local points of interest
and historic sites. The ride is 5 cents for
persons 60 years of age and older and
10 cents for persons under 60. There
will be no refreshments and no business
meeting this evening. Anyone interested
in local history or researching their family
tree may visit our programs as a guest
or become a new member of the group.
For more information visit http://www.
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/ or call
(317) 600-7813.

Memphis - July 25
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions/
Youth Center, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
$10 donation requested. Top three players
will be awarded prizes. Snacks and drinks
available. This is for a very good cause.
Please help us make it a success. For more
information call (810) 392-3717 or email
fravis53@comcast.net.

Sanilac

Sandusky - July 11 & 25
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m.
‒ 11:00 p.m. Everyone welcome. Bring
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends.
On July 11 entertainment provided by
Lighthouse Three, and on July 25 by The
Natural Tones (TNT). $5 members, $6
guests, $10 membership per year. For
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more information call Leola at
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at
(810) 404-4250.

to ZZTop, etc. They mix Chicago style
blues
with Texas blues, as well as some
A multiservice company that you can trust!
blues rock thrown in. This is a benefit
concert with all proceeds going to the
Museum. Tickets $10, students $5, under
Port Sanilac - July 18 - 19
12 free. For more information visit www.
Farm, Hunting, Fishing, Arts and
sanilaccountymuseum.org or email
Crafts Fair, Sanilac County Historic
Sanilacmuseum@gmail.com.
Village and Museum, 228 South Ridge
St., 10:00 a.m. ‒ 4:00 p.m. Purchase your
next original treasure for your home or
office. The Museum General Store, with
No events were submitted for Tuscola
new and expanded inventory, will be
County for the month of July. If you would
open along with a food tent. Admission
like this county represented in our August
is free. For more information visit www.
issue, please submit all details about your
sanilaccountymuseum.org or email
event to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no
Sanilacmuseum@gmail.com.
later than July 12, 2015.

Tuscola

Port Sanilac - July 25
Cadillac Phoenix Blues Band
Concert, in tent on grounds of Sanilac

County Historic Village and Museum, 228
South Ridge St., 5:00 p.m. All musicians
are from the Thumb and are longtime
music veterans with each bringing their
own style to the mix. The band plays a
mixture of electric blues ranging from
early Fleetwood Mac and Eric Clapton

Wayne

No events were submitted for Wayne
County for the month of July. If you would
like this county represented in our August
issue, please submit all details about your
event to thumbprintnews@comcast.net no
later than July 12, 2015.

Visit ThumbPrintNews.com/circulation
for a full list of Drop Locations to see where to
pick up your copy of ThumbPrint News today!
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TIRE & AUTO

810.364.4700
Free transportation to home, shopping or work!

13

OIL
CHANGE $
SPECIAL

95*

ThumbPrint News

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville Tire & Auto * Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

(810) 364-4700
* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)
Expires 7/31/2015. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

291 Range Rd. in Marysville

Visit us Online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Find us on Facebook

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!

Page 28

July 2015

Ready to Buy a New Car?
SELL US your unwanted/junk running vehicle.

We Will Give You

COLD HARD CASH!

Also buying non-running vehicles.
No pick up fees.

586-222-1268

With Coupon. Expires 7/31/2015.

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS
FOR

EVERYONE
FOR BODY / FOR SPIRIT / FOR MIND / FOR STRENGTH / FOR ENERGY / FOR LOVE / FOR ATTITUDE / FOR STAMINA / FOR HAPPINESS / FOR YOU!

3

Great
Locations!

Marine City

260 S. Parker
810-765-4900

Port Huron

Marysville

2422 Lapeer
782 Huron Blvd.
810-985-9100 810-364-4650

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

stamps
Bought and Sold

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave. St. Clair, MI
SINCE

PRODUCTS

1946

1rockproducts.com
READY MIXED CONCRETE
TELEBELT MATERIAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
SAGINAW, MI
1701 N. First St.
989-754-6589

CARO, MI

1342 Prospect Ave.
989-672-6589

KINDE, MI

4900 N. VanDyke
989-874-4068

DEPENDABLE USED APPLIANCES
B U Y • S E L L • R E PA I R • P I C K - U P • D E L I V E R Y

POSTCARDS & ENVELOPES

IN-HOME REPAIR

U.S. & Foreign

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9-5
SATURDAY 10-3

810-985-8554
4983 Lapeer Rd.
Kimball, MI 48074

Call: Clifford Fraley
810-329-7809

have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300 to advertise with us!
Yellow
Yellow Jacket
Jacket and
and Wasp
Wasp season
season is
is here.
here.
Call
Call Now.
Now. (The
(The Best
Best in
in Pests)
Pests)

ABC

Home
Home &
& Commercial
Commercial Services
Services
Call us today!

RECLAIM YOUR YARD

July 2015

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

General
30+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Hauling
MIKE’S
DEBRIS REMOVAL
E
,
SAVBACK
R
DS
YOUEKEN
WE AND DS
EN
FRI

586-531-3103
C
T -O S
OMPLETE RASH UT PECIALISTS

RUBBER WHEEL DUMPSTERS AVAILABLE

IF
Y
DO OU
WA N’T
N
WE T IT
’LL
HAU
L IT

QUICK,CLEAN &THOROUGH
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASEMENTS, BARNS, BUILDING
DEMOLITION, ESTATE SALES, CAR REMOVAL, FIRE/FLOOD
DAMAGE, TRACTOR WORK AVAILABLE, UNIFORMED STAFF

www.mikeshaulinganddebrisremoval.net

Walt’zz

ABC

A multiservice company that you can trust!

35214 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586-725-2878

anchorbaybicycleandfitness.com

Summer Tune Up
Starting at $60

Custom Exhaust
• Electrical • Fuel Injection
• Air Conditioning • General Maintenace

(810) 326-1816
(810) 326-1469

Gift Certificates Available!

We sell Schwinn, Trek,
Giant, Haro and GT
brands of bicycles

Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Sue at
(810) 278-4395.

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates

Home & Commercial Services

Repair

A.S.E. Certified (Master)
State Certified (Master)

8041 St. Clair Hwy.
Casco, MI 48064

Call Now & Ask About Our
All Season Long Program!

Mechanical

Walt Meldrum, Owner

Service & Repair
Engine • Transmission • Brakes

MOSQUITO SEASON
WORSE THAN EVER!
RECLAIM YOUR BACKYARD!

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

Repairs on All Makes!

For Sale

SAWS FOR SALE, Clinton Twp.

Ridgid 10” Table Saw - Make Offer.
Craftsman 10” Radial Saw - Make Offer.
Call (586) 468-3388.
APARTMENT BUILDING, 10 Unit
Apartment, Bad Axe. Monthly gross
$4,000. 691 S. Van Dyke. Gas heat,
acreage to expand. Zoned C3. $189,000,
statelc@yahoo.com (313) 938-4172.
HOUSE FOR SALE, Algonac. Ready to
Move In and Enjoy! 1,120 sq. ft., 3 bed,
1 bath, 2+ detached garage. Completely
updated. $123,900. Karen Kranz
with Keller Williams. (586) 979-3631
karenkranz@kw.com.
FARM FOR SALE, 46 acre farm in
Sanilac County. Just coming out of CRP
program. Call (586) 231-1955.

starting at $1,077 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor enclosed heated
pool. Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com
or call (586) 648-6168.
FARMS FOR RENT, 50 acre farm in
Tuscola County and farm in Sanilac County.
Call (586) 231-1955 for details.

Help Wanted

MIXOLOGIST WANTED

Call (810) 614-8034 for more information.

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS has a large
selection of fenders, doors, hoods, patch
panels, motors, transmissions and more.
Call for all your auto parts needs!
Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1
Call (810) 329-3697 or (810) 434-1802
Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND
DECORATIONS Interested in vintage

and antique Christmas tree ornaments,
also Hallmark (all years), unusual artiﬁcal
trees such as those made out of feathers,
aluminum or in colors other than green.
Call if you have just a few or if you have a
lot! Please call (810) 614-8034.

To Lease

HUNTING LAND TO LEASE, Father
and son looking to lease 50+ acres of
mostly wooded land for hunting. Please
email ledfordd@gmail.com or call
(586) 242-5503.

STORE & WAREHOUSE SHELVING,

To Advertise With Us
Call Lisa

888-530-3426

www.foxfm.com

former gift and pet supply store in Algonac.
Many 15 foot long units - buy 1 or all - $25
each, cash only. Great for extra storage space
in basements, garages and sheds. Call (810)
614-8034 to arrange a time to view or go to
www.herbsandﬂowers.net.

Starting
at

14

$

Today!
25(810)Call794-2300

Estate Sale

COUGHLIN ESTATE SALES

Full house and barn sale, vintage tractor,
mid-century antiques, rooms of craft items.
July 30 - August 1. 4059 Galbraith Line in
Croswell.

facebook.com/
ThumbPrintNews
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LARGE SELECTION
OF PARTS AND
ACCESSORIES IN STOCK

©2013 Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. ® and TM are trademarks or
registered trademarks of a subsidiary of Rec Boat Holdings, LLC or suppliers.

to read online today!
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WE MAKE MOUSE CALLS

CRUISE

Continued from Page 1

we have total say
in how the money
is used,” Plegue
said. “We also give
25 percent of the funds raised back to the
communities where the money came from
to help their local programs.”
When it’s ﬁnally time for the journey to
begin, the Water Warriors suit up to depart
from Mackinaw, making numerous stops
at different ports and harbors to socialize
with the athletes throughout the ride. In
addition to barbeques and fundraisers that
are planned along the way, participants
also spend time playing sports and giving
the athletes a taste of what they experience
during their ﬁve days on the water.
“Wednesday in Port Austin is probably
our biggest night because we have about
50 Special Olympic athletes meet us there
and have a dinner in the park,” Plegue
said. “We mingle with the athletes and play
basketball and bocce ball – after dinner we
go to the harbor and give the athletes a ride
on our PWCs [personal watercrafts].”
Although there are plenty of enjoyable
moments experienced on the lake, not
every second is as pleasant
as sharing a meal with the
athletes. Bob Schrage, a
Water Warrior since 1996,
explained the endeavors
of his ﬁrst ride 19 years
ago in a Water Warriors’
testimonial. “We left
Mackinaw, and I have to
tell you, it was the worst
ride of my life – most of the week it was
cold, rainy, extremely rough seas and I
really didn’t know how I could go on,”
Schrage said. “What put it into perspective
was meeting the Special Olympics’
Michigan Athletes along the way, listening
to them, dining with them and giving
them rides on our PWCs. Knowing how
appreciative they are when individuals,
like myself, support them in their efforts to
be all they can be, truly gave me the spirit
to ride.”
One of many possible obstacles on the
water arises when Lake Huron’s water gets
choppy, leaving the riders to face waves
exceeding 10 feet at times, but Plegue, who
has participated in the Mackinaw Ride for
the past 20 years, says while the massive

waves are tough, they are pretty exciting.
Some parts of the ride can be more
grueling than others. Plegue explains that
the worst area is usually near Alpena,
which the riders encounter the ﬁrst day
during the 124 miles required to complete
day one of the Mackinaw ride. “Usually by
mid-afternoon when we get into Thunder
Bay the wind
picks up,” Plegue
said. “Thunder
Bay is always a
challenge for us.”
In order to
participate in the
ride, members
must raise $1,500
by conducting their own fundraisers, with
the Water Warriors offering assistance to
raise the money if needed. Once the money
is collected, riders just need a PWC to
use – the rest of the trip is laid out. “The
whole ride is organized ahead of time from
every stop and every detail – everything
is ironed out except the weather,” Plegue
said. “The riders are very well taken care
of – they are transported and we have all
the safety precautions and meals set up.”
The safety aspect is one that is not taken
lightly. In the event that a
PWC breaks down or an
issue arises, support boats
are constantly with the
riders ready to help – with
mechanics on hand, a PWC
can be towed and hopefully
ﬁxed the same day.
In order to have every
aspect of the ride organized
to ensure it runs as smooth
as possible, planning for the next year
begins only a few days after the ride
ends. Members meet that Monday, while
the thoughts are fresh in their minds and
discuss how they can improve the event.
Even though the purpose of the ride is to
aid the Special Olympic athletes, everyone
involved beneﬁts from the experience.
This was reiterated in a letter to the Water
Warriors from a new member and parent of
a child with intellectual disabilities. “My
husband and I became members in March
2012, and went on our ﬁrst ride July 2012.
We have met the most amazing people,
those of which we now call our Water
Warriors’ family,” said Roxanne Rollison
in the letter. “I felt the love that this group
has for every individual with an intellectual
disability and how much it
means to each and every one
of them that the athletes in
Special Olympics get every
opportunity made available to
them to be the best they can
be.”
As July quickly approaches,
members of the Water
Warriors start looking forward
to all the activities that are

ABC

Home & Commercial Services
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experienced during the ﬁve
see how excited these
day excursion. Many of the
athletes are to see us
A multiservice company that you can trust!
participants say all the struggles
ride into harbor.”
experienced on the water are
Editor’s note: The
overshadowed by one familiar
2015 Water Warriors’
sight. “After a tough ride, where
Mackinaw Ride will
it might have been raining,
depart from Mackinaw
rough and freezing cold, you
City July 27, and will
ride into harbor
end on Harsens Island
and there’s a bunch of
July 31. Anyone interested in participating or
Special Olympics’ athletes
contributing, please call (248) 688-9603 or
waiting for you, holding up
email the Water Warriors at waterwarriors.
mackinawride@gmail.com. For more
signs and cheering – they
information on the event, please visit the
actually get tears in their
Water Warriors’ facebook page at https://www.
eyes,” Plegue said. “It just
facebook.com/waterwarriorsmackinawride.
hits our hearts so hard to

Remanufactured/Compatible Ink and Toner

810-433-1613

Several Delivery Options Available

www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
cartridgeconnectionink@gmail.com

Walk-In Store

CompuCare

Call Ahead for Cartridge Availability

810-320-6770
3853 Pine Grove Ave., Suite C
Fort Gratoit, MI 48059

$

5 OFF

any purchase

of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink
valued at $20 or more.
One coupon per purchase.

Custom Modular &
Site Built Homes

40+Years Experience

810-648-3299
One Stop
One Price
One Guarantee

We Do
The
Whole
Project

UnitedConstructionHomes.com

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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$
Flexsteel Sofa

S
SALE

1398

Compare at $2399

S
SALE

1398

$
Flexsteel Sofa

Compare at $2399

July 2015

$

S
SALE

1398

Compare at $2399

Flexsteel Sofa

Choose
from

FABRICS
100
$
1398 at ONE GREAT PRICE!
S
SALE

Flexsteel Sofa

Flexsteel
Reclining Sofa

Compare at $2399

1398

Compare at $2399

Compare at $3899

Flexsteel Sectional

SALE

2998

$

Compare at $5999

LJ-0100294432

Flexsteel Sofa

S
SALE

1998

$

$

S
SALE

is built to last

