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Whiskey has been distilled and
enjoyed for at least 2,000 years
in some form, with scotch being
the oldest style still currently in
production. King James IV of
Scotland, who died in 1513, is
often credited with being one of
the first high-ranking proponents
of the drink, and his consumption
popularized it among the working
class people. To properly report
on the history of whiskey would
take books or even volumes of
information, so that is not the intent
of this article. Instead, let us talk about Hiram Walker, his
family and a curse that followed him throughout the remainder
of his life that many believe still exists to this day.
In 1858, American businessman Hiram Walker
established a distillery in Ontario, Canada, in the area
which would eventually become known as Walkersville.
Initially, his intention was to produce high-quality,
low-priced vinegar at the price of ten cents a gallon.
However, a by-product, and apparent passion to Walker,
was whiskey production. Interestingly, Hiram did not
invent any new production techniques for the liquor,
but instead took long-known beneficial processes and
combined them, namely charcoal filtering and charred
oak barrel aging. Prior to Walker entering the business,
many distillers would filter their “high wine” clear liquor
through charcoal to give it an amber color and unique
taste, and others would achieve the same result by aging
their distillates in charred oak barrels. However, Hiram
saw benefit in both processes, and instilled them in his
new product, which he called “Club Whiskey”. On
top of that, he found that by repeating the process in

identical ways, and aging for the
exact period of time with each
batch, his whiskey remained
consistent and reliable. One
might argue that Club was the
first mass-produced “assembly
line” whiskey ever made and
that Walker is the godfather of
the bourbon-making process
popularized shortly after in
Kentucky.
Hiram Walker’s success lead
to the creation of an entire town
for his production and staff
housing called Walkersville. The
product boomed in sales in both
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In a past Letter from the Editor, I wrote
about my bucket list of places I want to
visit once travel restrictions begin to
lessen. In some cases, this is happening,
though new strains of COVID-19 may
change that in the future. (Let’s hope not
for the whole world’s sake.)
It is hard sometimes to remain positive
when looking back on the past year and
a half of challenges, but life is so much
more enjoyable if we can do it.
The column this month is a light one,
as it contains an email I received from
a TPN reader, Henry Sommerstorfer.
After reading the email, I messaged him
back asking if he is the author, but he is
not. It is basically an email that is being
circulated on the internet. However,
someone had to be the original author,
so, even though I am publishing it today
without that person’s name or consent
(since I don’t know who that is), I would
like to thank that person in advance
for giving me the chance to let this be
enjoyed by thousands of readers, and
hopefully will give us all a chuckle. Are
any of these places on your bucket list?
Enjoy!
– Diane Kodet

Subscriptions available year-round
for yourself, family and friends!

I have been in many places, but I've never been in Kahoots.
Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Kahoots
with someone.
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes
you there.
I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport;
you have to be driven there. I have made several trips there,
thanks to my children, friends, family and work.
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump,
and I'm not too much on physical activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I
try not to visit there too often.
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important
to stand firm.
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as
I'm getting older.
One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It really
gets the adrenaline flowing and pumps up the old heart! At
my age, I need all the stimuli I can get!
I may have been in Continent, but I don't remember what
country I was in. It's an age thing. They tell me it is very wet
and damp there.
You can do your bit by remembering to copy and send this
as an e-mail to [ or share a copy of the paper with ] at least
one person. My job is done! Life is too short for negative
drama and petty things. So laugh insanely; love truly and
forgive quickly!
From one unstable person to another, I hope everyone
is happy in your head – we're all doing pretty well in mine!
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plan for toxic people

By Patricia Cosner Kubic,
Toxic people are everywhere.
But, gratefully, most of the time
those people pass us by in the
bread aisle at Kroger’s without us
ever feeling their negative energy.
There are also another set of
toxic people that we never even
encounter, but still cause the acid
in our stomachs to swirl much too
fast. You can find these people
on left and right-leaning cable
stations. And, those people are
mainly on television or the internet.
For example, there are the
liberals who talk about expanding
government assistance programs
causing those on the red team
to worry about how to pay for the
country’s debt. Use your remote
and flip to a different cable station
and just seeing a red MAGA hat
can cause a liberal’s middle finger
to start quivering and the room to
overflow with loud noise because
someone is yelling at the television.
The thing is, people can yell at
those strangers as loud as they
want to because there are no
consequences. The people in
those television studios are not
invited to family gatherings, so
there is no awkward small talk to
plow through.
But what about the toxic people
who we know – maybe a friend’s
spouse or partner or even a family
member? Unfortunately, those
people are unavoidable and even if
we don’t see them frequently, they
are part of our circle and maybe
still on the Christmas card list. So,
how do we deal with them without
developing levels of toxicity?
One approach is to limit the
amount of time you spend in the
same room with them. For the
sake of other friends and family,
you want to keep things light, don’t
want to cause any waves. So, we
keep questions basic, short. We
make short chats because being
at the gathering is important to
someone we love. And then we
head to the buffet to find someone
we like to get all the details of their
latest news.
But what happens when that
personal toxic person unloads

ThumbPrint News Columnist

a new level of brutal, hurtful
language? What do we do after we
hear words that are typically used
to end relationships? Well, most
people can’t come back from words
in that category because they have
staying power; sometimes it feels
like those words are tattooed on
our hearts. At minimum, those
words steal a lot sleep.
What to do? Some people hold
out for years hoping, praying that
the toxic person connects to the
compassionate, grateful sections
of their heart...two important
functions of our personality that
help us lead an impactful life. On
the other side, some people go into
full self-protection mode and end
the relationship.
If neither of those approaches
sits right with you, I’d like to suggest
a third idea of how to deal with a
toxic person – acceptance. The
chances of a toxic person turning
into a warm person people are
drawn to is a fractional percentage
point. If you expect that specific
person to suck the joy out of the
room, then you won’t be surprised
when the room feels drained. If you
expect the person to look the other
way, when family or friends need
some serious attention, then you
won’t feel frustrated or mad when
you have to pull more of the load.
Yes, that can be infuriating, but it is
also freeing.
Toxic people are like everyone
else; when they show you who they
are, believe them. And, in some
cases, that can be really sad. I’m
right up there with others hoping
that a toxic person will change
and that families and friends can
recover and start building a stack
of happy memories. But, I fear that
is a long-shot. So, that third idea
might be the way to go, to guard our
hearts. Accepting them stops the
wearing influence they have over
you – it stops you from expecting
they will change. And when you
reach acceptance, a big healing
exhale awaits you and starts letting
you move forward freely.
You can reach Patricia at
pckubic@gmail.com
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www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108
COMING IN OCTOBER

September 11 Simply the Best – A Tribute to Tina Turner

7318 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI 48450

September 10 Comedian Matt Holt

WHAT HAPPENED ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY?

September 18 Laith Al-Saadi

1

2

On this day
in 1972,
American chess
grandmaster, Bobby
Fischer, beats Russian
champion, Boris
Spassky, 12.5 – 8.5,
in the most publicized
world title match
ever played.

On this day
in 1192,
Sultan Saladin and
King Richard the
Lionheart of England
sign a treaty over
Jerusalem, at the
end of the Third
Crusade.

PLUS 2 AC/DC TRIBUTE SHOWS!

3

4

11

On this day
in 1752,
Britain and the
British Empire
adopt the Gregorian
Calendar, losing
11 days. People riot,
thinking the
government stole
11 days of their lives.

On this day
in 1998,
Google Inc. is
officially launched.

5

6

On this day
On this day
in 1986,
in 1916,
the Cleveland Browns
the first true
become the first
supermarket, the
team in NFL history
“Piggly Wiggly”, is
to have a play
opened by Clarence
reviewed by instant
Saunders in
replay.
Memphis, Tennessee.

7

8

9

On this day
in 1941,
American
singer-songwriter,
Otis Redding, is born
in
Georgia.

10

On this day
in 1977,
Hamida Djandoubi,
convicted of torture
and murder, is the
last person to be
executed by
guillotine in France.

On this day
in 1961, the
first World Wildlife
Fund (WWF) office is
opened at the
International Union
for Conservation of
Nature’s
headquarters in
Switzerland.

12

On this day
in 1981,
The Smurfs animated
cartoon series by
Hanna-Barbera is
first broadcast in
North America.

13

On this day
in 1857,
Milton S. Hershey is
born in Pennsylvania.

14

On this day
in 1936,
the first prefrontal
lobotomy in America is
performed by Walter
Freeman and James W.
Watts at George
Washington University
Hospital in
Washington, D.C.

15

On this day
in 1997,
Google.com is
registered as a
domain name a year
before the company
is formally
incorporated.

16

On this day
in 1996,
the courtroom
reality show Judge
Judy with Judge Judy
Sheindlin premieres
in the U.S.

17

18

On this day
in 1947,
the Central
Intelligence Agency
(CIA) officially comes
into existence after
being established
by President Truman
in July.

19

20

21

22

24

25

On this day
in 1958,
the first color
video recording on
magnetic tape is
presented in
Charlotte, North
Carolina.

On this day
in 1888, one
of the first known
modern beauty
contests is held in
Spa, Belgium.

26

On this day
in 1983,
Soviet military
officer, Lt. Col.
Stanislav Petrov,
averts a worldwide
nuclear war by
judging a supposed
missile attack from
the U.S. was an error.

On this day
in 1965,
a small ad in New
York’s Daily Variety
attracts 437 young
men interested in
forming the world’s
first manufactured
boy band,
The Monkees.

On this day
in 1988,
American diver, Greg
Louganis, wins the 3m
springboard gold
medal at the Seoul
Olympics after
famously hitting his
head on the board the
previous day.

On this day
in 1895,
America’s first
automotive producer,
the Duryea Motor
Wagon Company, is
founded by Charles
and J. Frank Duryea.

On this day
in 2015,
American MLB
catcher and
manager, Yogi Berra,
dies
at age
90.

23

27

28

29

30

On this day
in 1590,
Pope Urban VII dies
13 days after being
chosen as the Pope,
making his reign the
shortest papacy in
history.

On this
day
in 1990,
American
singer
Marvin Gaye
gets a star on
Hollywood’s Walk of
Fame.

On this day
in 1954,
Willie Mays makes
the famous
over-the-shoulder
catch of Vic Wertz’
460’ drive during
Game One of the
World Series.

On this day in 1980,
Bob Marley plays
his last show at the
Stanley Theatre in
Pittsburg.
On this day
in 1877,
the first U.S. amateur
swim meet takes
place at the
New York
Athletic
Club.

On this day
in 1954,
Lord of the Flies, by
William Golding, is
published
by Faber
and Faber
in London.

On this day
in 1789,
U.S. Congress
establishes the
Post Office
Department
following the new
constitution.

On this day
in 1878, British
physician, Dr. Charles
Drysdale, warns against
the use of tobacco in a
letter to The Times
newspaper in one of the
earliest public health
announcements on the
dangers of smoking.

HAPPY

Fall
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FALL INTO
BETTER HEARING

Fall is upon us! As we approach the holiday season, hopefully we can safely gather with
family and friends this year, despite all that is going on. Our ability to communicate is
key to maintaining healthy relationships and overall quality of life. When we gather with
family, we often reminisce about the good old days and discuss the children growing so fast
and approaching adulthood. The little one’s imaginations are running wild and they love
to come whisper secrets in grandma’s ear. How unfortunate it would be if we miss out on
these once-in-a-lifetime moments because we are disconnected due to our inability to hear
and/or understand what’s being said or going on around us.
Hearing loss is a major problem for all ages due to the noise that surrounds us daily.
However, as we get older, it worsens and if left untreated, that minor loss can become major
and have debilitating consequences. Hearing loss results in cognitive decline because our
brain tries to overcompensate to process what was once easy; consequently other parts of
the brain are no longer able to function at full capacity. This often contributes to dementia
and Alzheimer’s later in life.
Hearing loss also takes a major toll on our emotional health and close relationships.
According to a 2007 survey published in the ASHA Leader, 35 percent of participants
reported that out of all of their relationships, the one with their significant other suffered
the most. When we experience hearing loss, we tend to withdraw from those close to
us because we fear them becoming frustrated or even getting angry due to continuously
having to repeat themselves. These situations create resentment, loss of companionship,
loss of intimacy and decreased communication between loved ones. Often, we avoid social
interactions all together because we cannot keep up; therefore, we feel that we have nothing
to contribute. Our self-esteem takes a major blow and we begin to isolate ourselves, become
less connected and are likely to suffer from anxiety, depression and paranoia.
There is hope! With the advancements in technology, hearing-assistive devices can
alleviate hearing loss communication barriers. Hearing aids can restore and amplify lost
sounds, allowing us to hear things that we have been missing for quite some time. This
in turn, strengthens our self-esteem, confidence and sense of safety. With our newfound
hearing, we often begin participating more in social activities and reconnecting with our
loved ones, who have been waiting for us to come back to life!
Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-impaired community
in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their mission to educate about the negative effects of
untreated hearing loss. For more information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com
or call to schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

ANXIETY
FALL
HOLIDAYS
COMMUNICATION
FAMILY
RECONNECT
CONFIDENCE
HEALTH
RELATIONSHIPS
CONNECTION HEARING LOSS
SOUND
DEPRESSION
HEARING
TECHNOLOGY

(810) 794-5678 to clean your chimney!
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Canada and
the United
States, much to the dismay of
many American distillers. This
led the distillers to persuade
congress to pass a law that
all whiskeys must claim the
country of origin; therefore,
Walker’s drink became known
as “Canadian Club”, the same
moniker that it wears to this day.
On July 30th, 1883, Hiram
Walker’s sons purchased Peche
Island in the Detroit River
with the intention of building a
retirement estate for their father.
At 110 acres, it was the perfect size to
build a home and grounds on for the
whiskey baron. However, the island
came with some unforeseen problems
– namely ownership debates going
back over a century.
At the southernmost point of Lake
St. Clair at the head of the Detroit
River, Peche Island is the subject of
native Canadian legend. According
to the tale, the Spirit of the Sand
Mountains had a beautiful daughter
he kept locked up in a box tied to the
shore of Lake Huron. However, the
wind gods battled over the girl, and her
box broke free and floated downriver
where she wound up on the shore of
the Keeper of the Lakes, a spirit also
known as the Prophet. When the girl
stayed with the Prophet, the winds tore
apart his lodge in anger, and his body
floated downstream to form Peche
Island, while the remains of the girl’s
box formed Belle Isle. Whether or
not this tall tale was inspired by more
mortal events is unknown, but what is
known is that a treaty with the native
population was drafted by the French
in 1790. That treaty excluded specific
grants of ownership regarding Peche
Island, and it is believed that native
tribes wished to retain ownership due
to the rich fishing around it. However,
over the next decade, several
European businessmen applied for
land grants regarding the property,
with an Alexis Maisonville eventually
obtaining some sort of title, even
though he apparently did nothing with
his claimed stake.
Around 1800, a French Canadian
family, with the surname LaForest,
became
the
first
non-native,
permanent settlers of the island on the
eastern side, living peacefully with
the Chippewa Indians who occupied
the western half. The LaForests
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St. Clair County central Labor Council

OUR MEMBERS INCLUDE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Machinists #218
Chemical Workers 867C
Electricians #58
A.F.S.C.M.E. #25
Utility Workers #223
Operating Engineers #324
Office & Professional Workers
Letter Carriers Br. 529
Sheet Metal Workers #80
Laborers’ International #1075
Utility Workers #532.

Supporting all organized labor
St. Clair County Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO
2441 W. Water St.
Port Huron, MI 48060

UNIONHALL.AFLCIO.ORG/ST-CLAIR-COUNTY-LABOR-COUNCIL-AFL-CIO

would trade and barter with their
peaceful neighbors, and in 1834,
traded livestock for full ownership of
the land, even though they claimed
that Jean Baptist LaForest had already
been granted it in 1780, although no
record could be produced.
Various transfers, purchases and
disputes over ownership of the island
continued on through the better part
of the 19th century, but one thing
remained true, the LaForest family
continued to homestead and farm the
land, the last being Leon and Rosalie.
When the island officially became
part of Canada in 1867, Leon staked
out four acres that he continued to
pay taxes on for the rest of his life.
However, Leon’s cousins Benjamin
and Damase LaForest sold the fishing
rights of the island to the businessman
William G. Hall, who leveraged this
oral agreement into a squatter’s rights
claim that eventually gained him title
to the entire island minus Leon’s four
acres.
Both William and Leon died in
1882, leaving the only inhabitant
of the island to be Rosalie and her
children (now Laforet). As Hall’s
estate was settled, land ownership
once again came into question, and
during the settlement process, the sons
of Hiram Walker purchased the rights
to the land. Even though the actual
legal ownership was still in question;
however, after several additional court
cases, the Supreme Court of Canada
eventually ruled the Walkers the legal
owners of most of the island. During
the legal battle, Rosalie and her family
were off island in Detroit during the
winter for a short time, and someone
came onto the Laforet homestead and
vandalized the winter supplies in an
attempt to run her off. Instead, Rosalie
buckled down and used native fishing
and foraging techniques to survive
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curse seemed to continue to follow
their family, with several members
becoming ill or dying at a young
age. When prohibition came to the
United States, the Michigan-based
family that was operating a Canadian
whiskey business were considered by
many to be bootleggers, so the sons
sold the dynasty to the Cliff Hatch
Distillery out of Toronto. The family
business was gone.
In 1929, the mothballed mansion
on the island was struck by lightning
and it burned to the ground, and ten
years later it was bought by the BobLo Excursion company, who chose
never to develop the land, although
this might have simply been to limit
potential competition to their resort
park.
Until 1971, Peche remained
mostly untouched, with the concrete
bridges and paths slowly decaying.
The property changed hands several
times during this period, and many
conservation agencies and special
interest groups tried to launch plans
for development. Ultimately, all of
them failed and several company and
personal bankruptcies are attributed
to the “cursed” island. In that year,
the Canadian government purchased
the island to develop it further, but
Rosalie’s words still rang true and
not much was done over the next few
years due to budget constraints.
The website Atlas Obscura lists
Peche as one of the seven most cursed
islands in the world. Several articles
and online claims would have one
believe that the island sits completely
abandoned and decaying; however,
since becoming a Windsor Provincial
Park in 1974, slow but steady progress
has been put in on nature trails, picnic
tables and bathroom facilities. Those
who visit have to arrive by personal
boat or kayak, as there is no public
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67440 Place Rd., Lenox, MI (31 Mile)
HUGE ESTATE SALE BY “ABOVE THE REST”

S E PT. 1 0 , 1 1

& 12
1 0 : 0 0 A. M. - 4 : 0 0 P. M.

1915 INDIAN HEAD GOLD, $5 HALF EAGLE COIN, LOTS OF
COSTUME JEWELRY, ANTIQUE GLASS, CHINA, CRYSTAL,
VICTORIAN FURNITURE, ART DECO, MID-CENTURY, GO-CART,
HAY WAGON, COUNTRY ANTIQUES, VINTAGE TOYS & DOLLS,
LIONEL TRAIN, NUM. GRANS FOR BRUK HATCHETS & AXES,
POP-UP CAMPER, ANTIQUE MANURE SPREADER, PLOWS,
MOTORCYCLE TRAILER, MILK CANS, ANTIQUE TOOLS,
TOOLS, LAWN & GARDEN, CORN HUSKER, COMIC BOOKS,
JOHN DEERE B, FARM ALL A, OLIVER 550 TRACTORS.

WAY TOO MUCH TO LIST!

CASH & CARRY

For photos and listing go to estate.sale.net week of sale.
Numbers given out at 8:00 a.m.
Not affiliated with Above the Rest - Flint / Davison

12th Annual Fall

MT. CLEMENS MICHIGAN

TRAIN SHOW

All Scale
Show

Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Admission: $3.00 per person
or $5.00 per family
Children under 12 are free

Food & Refreshments On Site
Barrier-Free Access
Free Parking
Operating Layouts
Proceeds to benefit underprivileged children of the area.
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St. Louis Church Social Hall
39140 Ormsby St.
Clinton Twp., MI 48036
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the season. She had no plan to leave
the ancestral property. Shortly after, a
group of men hired by Walker burst
into Rosalie’s home, and forced her
and her oldest sons to sign a deed
granting the remaining land on the
island to the Walkers. They threw
$300 on the table and told her that
they needed to be off the property by
the spring of 1883.
When the final moving day for the
remaining Laforets to leave the island
came, Rosalie dropped to her knees
and cursed both the Walker family
and the island, stating, “No one will
ever do anything with the island!”
Shortly after taking apparent
legal ownership of the entire plot,
although the means are still disputed
by scholars to this day, Hiram Walker
embarked upon his plans to develop it.
He started building canals and mostly
completed a large mansion with
over 40 rooms; however Rosalie’s
curse seemed to come swiftly. Willis
Walker, son and family attorney who
handled the legal work, died abruptly
at the age of 28. Hiram himself started
to fall apart, becoming more sickly by
the month. Various ailments slowed
his work, and after only three years,
he transferred the ownership to his
daughter Elizabeth, who essentially
maintained the property, but did not
progress much further in development.
After Hiram died of a stroke in 1899,
Elizabeth mothballed the project until
she sold it in 1907 to the Detroit and
Windsor Ferry company, which was
directed by Walter E. Campbell.
Walter Campbell made immediate
plans to develop the former mansion
into “The finest summer resort in
America”, and almost immediately
after making such proclamation, he
died in the home on the island!
Even though the Walkers were no
longer the owners of Peche Island, the

794-5678 to prevent fleas & ticks!
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16 M

See PECHE ISLAND Page 19

110 Table Show!
REPAIR PARTS VENDORS

For More Info Contact: Carl - 586-463-5184 or cdhikade@juno.com
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Serving Pregnant Women - Age 5

IT’S NOT TOO LATE

SIGN UP NOW!

Pre-School & Home Visitation at NO COST 810-455-6466
Must be a St. Clair County resident.

Classroom Locations in: Port Huron, Marine City, Casco, Yale & Capac
BWCA is an equal opportunity provider.

Who Really Owns Our History?
As the chaplain of an American
Legion Post, I distribute each month a
“Remembrance Message” to veterans and
others I feel might have an interest. The
messages most often relate to some aspect
of recent national history, with a focus on
the military and its various engagements
of conflict.
An example of the messages sent
include the Bataan Death March in April,
V-J Day in August, Pearl Harbor Day in
December, the Battle of Bismarck Sea
in March, and the list continues. Each
message sent provides a brief summary of
the event or circumstance and, hopefully,
a reason to remember. Most recipients of
the monthly reminder to recall indicate an
appreciation for the message.
My sister recently, after reading my
August message regarding V-J Day, told
me about her daughter who worked at a
local society thrift shop frequented by an
elderly man, a veteran who would often
share “war stories” with her. One of his
stories was about his responsibilities along
with others of maintaining the Enola Gay,
the B-29 bomber that was used by the
United States on August 6, 1945, to drop
an atomic bomb on Hiroshima. He even

showed her photographs of the airplane
and its crew.
Now, the entire nightmarish thought
of the horrendous destruction of human
life with the use of the atomic bomb is
not a pleasant thought. But should it be
forgotten? My niece may have never
fully realized that the bomb was even
used or why and the more positive results
realized. Japan and the United States
today are close ally nations and certainly
partners in many respects. A younger
generation may not ever know of what
occurred just a few decades ago.
Very few of the historical, battlerelated events are something we would
want to relive and truly wish as a nation
we were never a part of. Many of us had
family members that were engaged in the
circumstances of my messages and still
feel some level of grief because of them.
However, that is not a reason to forget;
it’s a good reason to remember.
So why do our younger generations not
know about many of these war-related,
historical events and the circumstances
surrounding them? Well, without
becoming too judgmental, there are some
in the educational process that do not

believe there is any value in teaching the
subject in any detail. Certainly, our newer
generations will understand that World
Wars I and II occurred. but may never
know about the Battle of Bismarck Sea or
the Bataan Death March, although their
grandparents and great-grandparents may
have been involved. By excluding some
of the details of these historical periods in
our history, we will eventually loose sight
of their importance.
It was the late South African political
prisoner and later national leader Nelson
Mandela who once stated, “We must
forget the past.” His hope was that his
nation would evolve into a vengeance-free
country that had been damaged through
years of apartheid. Mandela was wrong
in his statement. It was a remembrance of
the past that inspired a desire and action
to move the nation forward. I’ve heard
it said that we can forget the past, but the
past, most assuredly, will not forget us.
As we see evidence of eliminating
many historical details or, worse yet, a
re-writing of history, we need to ask the
question, “Who really owns our history?”
Who decides what we should remember
and what needs to be forgotten? What

is the purpose in
erasing much of
history’s detail
and who will benefit
by doing it? These and other questions
certainly motivate me to be judgmental
and critical, so it is here that I should
conclude my essay.
There are not too many elderly
gentlemen with a military history still
around that can tell someone fifty years
younger about real history. There is a
decreasing number of educators who
know or find real value in discussing the
detail of our bloody battles. And there
are not many of us old veteran chaplains
who want to take the time to tell others
that there is something to remember and
to not forget.
As my thoughts drift on into the sunset,
allow me to remind you that it was the
Spaniard philosopher George Santayana
who said, “Those who cannot remember
the past are condemned to repeat it.” The
former British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill and the Irish statesman Edmund
Burke stated basically the same. Let us,
at least, remember the thoughts of these
past noted figures in our history.
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BACK TO SCHOOL RISK

Author bio: Michael Leach
has spent most of his
career as a health care
professional
specializing
in Substance Use Disorder
and addiction recovery. He is a regular
contributor to the healthcare website
Addicted.org and a Certified Clinical
Medical Assistant.
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whether it be from their parents or the
COVID-19 restrictions. Substance
use isn't a new issue among college
students. But it's easy to see that with so
many different factors at play, this fall
could be a sort of perfect storm where
students could easily get caught up in
the extracurricular activities that can
come with college, and that includes
substance use.
Many parents have already thought
this through and have concerns about
their children going off to school, given
the current circumstances. Especially
since for 2020, the nation just saw
the highest drug overdose rates ever
recorded. For those concerned, there are
some ways to identify if someone has
begun to struggle with substance use.
One of the first signs is a withdrawal of
communication. The person will usually
stop communicating with loved ones as
much, particularly their parents. They
don't want anyone knowing that they
are using drugs or alcohol excessively.
Another sign of substance abuse among
college students is poor performance in
school. Things like missing class and
getting lower grades than normal are all
signs that something is wrong.
Addiction often causes the person
to become irresponsible because they
prioritize drug and alcohol use over
other important activities, like school.
The student may also need money or
spend it too quickly. If their parents are
helping them financially, this should be
noticeable. Look for peculiar requests
for money, such as the student saying
they need more schoolbooks or supplies
even though it isn't the beginning of the
term, etc. Anything that feels unusual
probably is.
Talking is the best way to get through
to anyone who may be abusing drugs
or alcohol. Confronting them about
the concern that they may be using
substances is always better than waiting
and hoping something changes before
it's too late.
The sooner they get help, the better
the chances of long-term recovery.
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FULL DETAILING

As fall approaches, so does another
school year for many college and
university students. And thankfully, the
2021-22 school year looks to be more
than just a return to class. This year, most
schools are planning on hosting students
on-campus again after a year filled with
abnormalities.
The COVID-19 pandemic brought
many things to a screeching halt,
including college campuses.
Schools scrambled to convert all
classes to an online, stay-at-home format
so they could continue services and not
leave countless students' educations on
hold with no end in sight. But the end
has come, and as states have lifted social
distancing restrictions, schools have
begun preparing to deliver a "normal”
year once again. But this year won't
quite be normal for many students.
After a year away from campus, all
college students will be going through
a sort of reorientation. No one has
attended in-person classes or lived in oncampus housing for a while, and they'll
all be there together now. Freshmen will
be brand new to the experience, as they
always are.
Sophomores won't have been on
campus previously for any substantial
period, so they will essentially be in the
same boat as incoming freshmen. And
juniors will have only had one full year
on-campus that ended over a year ago.
In short, it will be a very new experience
for most students attending.
This means that many students will be
experiencing situations that are risky for
freshmen, even if they aren't necessarily
freshmen, and doing so without the
benefit of having others to turn to who
are more experienced in these situations.
So, when it comes to learning how to
balance things like school and partying,
most students will be new to it.
We all know that college is a time
when many people are first away from
home and have the autonomy to make
their own choices. That's why a lot of
freshmen end up overindulging and
can have a difficult time adjusting to
the college atmosphere. Having others
around who can set an example or help
guide them properly is an advantage that
will be missing this year, presenting a
unique set of circumstances.
There's a potential for colleges to
be faced with problems with so many
students returning who are "new" and
ready to celebrate their independence,
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By Dr. Elizabeth Gray
ThumbPrint News Columnist

BEES
ABC

The Best Defense Against Fleas is a Strong Offense!
The dog days of summer are over, and fall has
arrived. As we enjoy autumn with our pets, so do some
very pesky invaders. Fleas thrive in the cooler, wetter,
weather that comes with fall. Optimal conditions for fleas are between 70-85°F and
around 70 percent humidity. When conditions are optimal, the flea life cycle can be
shortened from many months to just a few short weeks, allowing flea populations
to boom.
In addition to causing itchy bites, fleas can transmit several diseases. While some
diseases, such as the plague and flea borne typhus, are not common in our region,
others are. Cat scratch disease can be transmitted anywhere there are fleas and cats.
Tapeworm is a common parasitic infection occurring when a flea is accidentally
swallowed by a pet or a person. Cats are especially prone to tapeworm infection
because they are such fastidious groomers. Once a cat feels a flea bite, they use
their barbed tongue to find and eat the unwanted guest in their fur.
For most dogs and cats, fleas are an annoyance.
However, some pets are allergic to flea bites. For them,
just one flea bite can trigger a severe reaction. This
is known as Flea Allergy Dermatitis or FAD. FAD is
characterized by intense itching and skin infections. In
some cases, antibiotics for secondary bacterial infections
and anti-inflammatory doses of steroids for itch relief
are required.
It is much easier to prevent a flea infestation than to
eliminate one. Don’t be fooled! Even when pets go Image source: vcahospitals.com
outdoors for only brief periods or live completely indoors, they are susceptible to
becoming infested. Pet owners can unknowingly act as carriers, bringing fleas into
the home and infesting unprotected pets. Once a flea finds a way indoors, it takes
several months of treatment to eliminate an infestation. One reason elimination is
so difficult is the dreaded pupae. The pupae stage has a hard shell-like covering,
making it impossible for most flea treatments to kill this stage. Pupae can persist
in an environment for months or even years, waiting for optimal conditions or the
absence of flea prevention. They wait to be activated by vibrations, increasing
temperatures, and even increased carbon dioxide in the air which indicates a fresh
host has arrived. This can make getting rid of fleas a tricky prospect. Flea prevention
is an easier and better way to protect our pets and families. Flea prevention comes
in many forms depending on what is most convenient for you and your pet. From
a tasty oral chew to topical treatments and flea collars, there are options for every
dog and cat. Ask your veterinarian what option is best for your family.
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Companion Animal Parasite Council Flea Recommendations

All dogs should be treated year-round and throughout their life
with flea control products to limit infestations on the pet and
prevent establishment of flea populations in the home.
Recognize that flea infestations, once established, may take
several months to bring under control and that to achieve control,
every pet in the home must be treated.
Address flea infestations on pets as a public health concern; people
in infested environments are often bitten by newly emerging
fleas, inciting an allergic response, and fleas transmit a number
of zoonotic agents.
Visit capcvet.org for more info.

Editor's note: Dr. Gray serves the St. Clair County area with In The Pink Mobile
Veterinary Services. She is based out of Goodells, Michigan. To reach out to
Dr. Gray, please call (810) 985-3011 or visit her website at inthepinkpetcare.com.
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VOCABULARY
VOYAGE
Compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“Wisdom is learning what to overlook.” - William James
taradiddle tar·a·did·dle | \ ter-ә-’di-d’l

A noun meaning 1 : fib, a petty lie, 2 : pretentious nonsense. First known use:
1796, in a dictionary of colloquial speech, with unknown origins. Ex. No one
even knows when taradiddle was first used and there has long been debate
about its origins.

tchotchke tchotch·ke | \ chäch-kә

A noun meaning knickknack, trinket: First known use: 1971, from Yiddish tshatshke
- trinket, from obsolete, Polish czaczko. Ex. The store is filled to overflowing with
high-end tchotchkes making both a bonanza and a burden for the consumer.

titivate tit·i·vate | \ ti-tә-vāt

A verb meaning to make smart or spruce up, to make small enhancing
alterations to (one’s appearance); to add some finishing touches to.
First known use: 1795-1805; earlier tidivate from English; perhaps
from tidy, on the pattern of cultivate or renovate. Ex. The show girls
were still busy titivating costumes and makeup just minutes before
showtime.

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool making communication simpler, so we will continue
our quest for unusual words and their meanings. We hope our readers will join in our
learning journey by submitting some underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve
discovered to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please include your name and city of
residence.

Pet Phontgoe
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I am sending you three pictures of my favorite pets. Molly is a four-year-old pit bull mix and
Cooper is a two-year-old French bull dog. I enjoy walking Molly at our Bloomer Park in
Rochester Hills. My sister got Cooper when he was just a puppy. I caught them napping
togther on the couch.
Thank you, Carolyn, for submitting pictures of your favorite pets to share with our readers. We went
ahead and published this as a pet challenge submittal, but for future reference we request the pets be
posed with a copy of ThumbPrint News.

you can view our
entire menagerie
at www.bit.ly/tpnpets
sure you type the link
(make
in with all lowercase letters )

JOIN THE FUN!

How to submit: Please submit a good quality
.jpeg photo(s) of your pet or another animal posing with our paper to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. Include a few sentences about your
photo(s). When your photo(s) appear in the paper, we will be sure to send
you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address
with your submission. Submissions can also be mailed! Be sure to include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to ensure your photo will be returned.
TPN Travels, 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI 48001.

          
            
              

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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CALL toll-free
(888) 783-8190

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.
To speak confidentially with an attorney,
call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:
CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190
Mon, Tue, Thu 9AM to 5 PM | Wed 9AM to 6 PM | Fri 9AM to 1PM
OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX
According to Wikipedia:
The September equinox is the
moment when the Sun appears to
cross the celestial equator, heading
southward. Due to differences between
the calendar year and the tropical year,
the September equinox can occur at
any time between September 21 and 24.
At the equinox, the Sun, as viewed
from the equator, rises due east and
sets due west. The equinox marks the
end of astronomical summer and the
beginning of astronomical autumn
in the Northern Hemisphere, while
marking the end of astronomical winter
and the start of astronomical spring in
the Southern Hemisphere.
What is the difference between
equinox and solstice? The biggest
difference is that a solstice is the
point during the Earth's orbit
around the sun at which the sun
is at its greatest distance from the
equator, while during an equinox,
it's at the closest distance from the

equator. On the two equinoxes every
year, the sun shines directly on the
equator and the length of day and
night is nearly equal.
The September equinox marks the
moment the Sun crosses the celestial
equator – the imaginary line in the
sky above the Earth’s equator –
from north to south and vice versa
in March.
The autumn equinox is a time
to celebrate spiritual harmony
and peace, reflecting and creating
balance to different parts and areas
of your life.

~ Ways to Celebrate ~

1.) Go apple picking.
2.) Enjoy some pumpkin spice.
3.) Wear autumn colors.
4.) Take down summer decor.
5.) Make a gratitude list with the
names of all the people you are
grateful for in your life.
6.) Diffuse seasonal essential oils.
7.) Host a potluck bonfire.

Wednesday, September 22, 2021

Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

QR CODES

Companies use QR codes to point consumers to their apps, track packages or view
menus. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many businesses have relied on QR codes to
offer contactless transactions. Unfortunately, because these codes can’t be read by the
human eye, they have become a way for scammers to disguise malicious links. As QR
codes get more popular, BBB® Scam Tracker is seeing more reports of con artists using
them to mislead consumers.
These scams typically happen when you receive an email, social media message, text
or even mail with a QR code. In some scams, the QR code takes you to a phishing
website, where you are prompted to enter your personal information or login credentials
for scammers to steal. Other times, scammers use QR codes to automatically launch
payment apps or follow a malicious social media account.
The correspondence typically appears to come from a legitimate source, but you
should always be wary about using a code or clicking on a link from correspondence you
were not expecting. We’ve become accustomed to simply opening the QR code, but it’s
important to do your due diligence before opening that link.
These scams can differ greatly, but they all have one thing in common: scammers hope
you will scan the code right away, without taking a closer look. Better Business Bureau®
Serving Eastern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula offers these tips to avoid QR Code
Scams.

• If someone you know sends you a QR code, confirm it before scanning it.
Whether you receive a text message from a friend or a message on social
media from your workmate, contact that person directly before you scan the
QR code to make sure they haven’t been hacked.
• Don’t open links from strangers. If you receive an unsolicited message
from a stranger, don’t scan the QR code, even if they promise you exciting
gifts or investment opportunities.
• Verify the source. If a QR code appears to come from a reputable source,
it’s still wise to double check. If the correspondence appears to come from
a government agency, call or visit their official website to confirm.
• Be wary of short links. If a URL-shortened link appears when you scan a
QR code, understand that you can’t know where the code is directing you.
It could be hiding a malicious URL.
• Watch out for advertising materials that have been tampered with. Some
scammers attempt to mislead consumers by altering legitimate business ads
by placing stickers on the QR code. Keep an eye out for signs of tampering.
• Install a QR scanner with added security. Some antivirus companies
have QR scanner apps that check the safety of a scanned link before you
open it. They can identify phishing scams, forced app downloads and other
dangerous links.
If you have been the victim of this or another scam, make others aware by filing a report
on BBB.org/ScamTracker.
For more information about QR codes or phishing scams, please visit bbb.org or call
(866) 788-5706. You can also report scams at bbb.org/scamtracker.
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of the Better
Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical business
practices in the local marketplace through its business accreditation,
consumer education and dispute resolution programs. BBB office will
be closed to the public until 9/7/21. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org.
Melanie Duquesnel
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810)

794-5678 if you need a pest inspection!

YOUR BEST CHOICE
IN ORTHOPEDICS.
Whether it’s your knee bugging you when
you do a little “too much,” or you know it’s
time to consider a joint replacement, the
orthopedic experts at McLaren Port Huron
offer expert care that’s close to home.
With a full range of nonsurgical and surgical
orthopedic services, our team will get you back
in action quickly with innovative treatments for:
•
•
•
•
•

knee, hip and shoulder pain
back and neck injuries and pain
sports and orthopedic injuries
osteoarthritis
torn rotator cuff

Find out how a McLaren
orthopedic surgeon can
do what’s best for you.
Visit mclaren.org/MPHOrtho
to learn more.
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over and over again until you are no longer a threat.
The swelling, burning, itching and pain from just one sting
from this hornet can last several hours, but multiple stings
will be excruciating and can increase a person’s chance of having an allergic
reaction. Stings from these hornets have been known to create "gunshot size"
holes in the skin and can cause blistering, in addition to the swelling and pain.
Bald faced hornet stings need to be taken seriously, as they can become fatal
for some.
Similar to other stinging insects, bald faced hornets feed on nectar and pollen,
but because of their large size, they are also carnivorous, targeting smaller
insects, such as honey bees, flies and yellow jackets. The queen begins building
her nest in early spring, but waits until midsummer to expand her colony when
food is more plentiful. This is why these nests are not usually noticed until late
summer – once they’ve grown really large. It will seem like the nest came out
of nowhere, but it has actually been there all summer.
Once again, due to the protective, aggressive nature of bald faced hornets,
we DO NOT EVER recommend self treating! If you find a nest on your home
or property, call a professional! Do not go near or bother the nest in any way.
The slightest movement or vibration around the nest may trigger an attack
by multiple hornets. ABC Bees has trained and certified professionals who
can safely and successfully treat these nests. Our technicians will be fully
suited up to protect themselves from getting stung. Nests
should be treated as soon as they are found to prevent
them from continuing to grow and expand. The bigger
the nest, the more aggressive insects you will have in
and around your home and yard. Call ABC Bees, a
divison of ABC Home & Commercial Services today at
(810) 794-5678 for fast, reliable service!
VECTEEZY.COM
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Summer may be unofficially over on
Labor Day, but everyone who can be
is still outdoors enjoying gardening,
parties, barbeques, picnics and bonfires;
however, we aren’t alone! The stinging
insects are still out in full force taking advantage of every opportunity
to fortify their queens before winter. As the days cool off, you will
see increased activity from stinging insects like yellow jackets,
European and American paper wasps and bald faced hornets.
One of the most dangerous stinging insects is the bald faced hornet.
They are mostly black with a white face and grow much bigger than
most other stinging insects – about ½" to ¾" in size. They build
aerial nests and are extremely territorial and protective of them. The
inside of these nests resemble the honeycomb style nest built by a
wasp, but the outside is completely enclosed with grayish, brown
paper. The nests are round or oval and if left untreated, will grow to
be very big, housing anywhere from 400 to 700 of these oversized
stinging brutes. Nests will commonly be built in trees and shrubs or
under overhangs on homes and garages.
These nests are their homes, which they will aggressively defend
without hesitation if they feel threatened
by people and animals. Just getting too
close can trigger an attack and since they
are sensitive to vibrations, lawn mowers
and weed trimmers may also initiate an
assault. And unfortunately for us, they
don’t lose their stingers after one sting,
meaning they will continue to sting you

It's Stinging Season
AT THIS TIME OF YEAR,

YELLOW JACKETS AND
BALD FACED HORNETS
ARE ACTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY
PROTECTING THEIR NESTS!

ABC Bees will provide a treatment to kill the entire colony, greatly reducing
the chance of problem colonies next year and provide you with a safe,
enjoyable atmosphere in your outdoor space.

BEES
ABC

abcbees.com • abcbees@comcast.net • Licensed and Insured

BEES
ABC
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Bat Exclusions Going on Now!
Don't let them overwinter in your home!
20 + Years Experience

CALL TODAY

794-5678 if you see bald faced hornets!

Page 15

A Division of ABC Home & Commercial Services
abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com
Licensed & Insured

G E T 10 O F F
$

CALL TO
FIND OUT
HOW !!

As it cools down outside...
Cluster Flies,
s
e
l
t
e
e
B
y
d
a
L
Asian
s
g
u
B
r
e
d
l
E
x
& Bo
want to build
e
d
i
s
n
i
s
e
m
o
h
their
your home!

Call today to find out how to keep them out!

ABC

How can one little insect be so annoying?

Home & Commercial Services
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More than 700,000 people worldwide die in any given year as a result of the diseases these bugs carry.
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an inspection and/or treatment.
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• We know our product!
• We listen to your needs!
• We answer our phones!
• Four ways to reach us:

Phone, Email, Website, Facebook

• Customers are kept informed
of any changes to service.
• After hours, emergency contact.
• Quick response time.
• Problems are resolved quickly
and efficiently.
• Bottom line - we value our customers!
ABC Bees is a division of ABC Home and Commercial Services
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Chip Inn

Casino and Resort

Sept. 15

3 days/2

Sept. 26 - 28

nights

Casino and Resort

October 20

www.sunbursttours.com

READERS' PHOTO SUBMISSIONS
Hummingbird Moth Feeding on a Butterfly Bush
from Keelyn Irwin of Columbus Twp., MI
The hummingbird hawk-moth is a day-flying moth. The species is named
for its similarity to hummingbirds, as they feed on the nectar of tube-shaped
flowers using their long proboscis while hovering in the air; this resemblance is
an example of convergent evolution. They are normally one to two inches smaller
than hummingbirds, have three pairs of legs, two small antennae on top of their
head and a soft, curved proboscis that comes out of their mouth when needed.
There are four species of hummingbird moths in North America. The most
familiar ones are the Snowberry Clearwing (Hemaris diffinis) and the
Hummingbird Clearwing (Hemaris thysbe). They are both widespread throughout
North America, with the Snowberry being more abundant in the west and the
Top two photos taken in Cottrellville Twp.,
Michigan, by Keelyn
Hummingbird Clearwing more prominent in the east.
The caterpillar will feed on favorite plants such as hawthorne, black cherry or wild rose until it reaches full size,
when it will drop to the ground and spin its cocoon and lie partially buried in leaf litter. If the pupa survives the
winter, it will complete its metamorphosis and emerge as a winged adult in the spring. They can live up to seven months
and will migrate to warmer climates once colder temperatures set in.

Family Fishing Trip from Christopher Hare of St. Charles, MI
(Look at that smile
on Leighton!)

Attached is a picture of my six-year-old, Leighton Pritche tt-Hare, who landed
a 7 1", 112-pound sturgeon while fishing from a 19' Starcraft boat char tered by
Re lentless Grind guide services. In August 202 1, Michae l Downey, Leighton and
ten-year-old Peyton and myse lf char tered the boat out of Algonac, Michigan, on
the St. Clair River, where the bait of choice was a few night crawlers gobbed on
a hook laying on the bottom. Leighton is from St. Char les, Michigan.
Thanks for including!

Clearwing hummingbird moth
caterpillar for reference – photo credit
to butterfly-conservation.org

Reader's Recipe Submission
My Favorite Shrimp Pasta Recipe from Carolyn Ballard, Rochester, MI
1 lb. pasta
In large pot, add 1 tsp. salt to 4
1 tsp. salt
qt. water, bring to a boil. Add pasta
1 jar mild banana peppers, drained
to boiling water. Cook. Drain and
1 can pickled beets, drained
rinse with cold water. Transfer the
1 can black olives, drained
cooked pasta to a large bowl. Add
1 can/jar artichoke hearts, drained
remaining ingredients to bowl and
1 large tomato, sliced
mix. Chill for 15-20 minutes, then
1 lb. pkg. frozen shrimp, thawed
serve cold.
1 lb. pkg. crab meat
1 lb. pkg. cheese (I use chedder or feta, sometimes both.)
1 cup Italian dressing (I love the Olive Garden brand in the large bottle.)
I love reading your paper each month and saw a couple recipes in the
July issue on pages 9 and 27. It made me want to share a recipe I love
and hope other readers will enjoy.
Thank you for including in your paper!
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(810) 794-5678 if you see carpenter bees!

PROPERTY POTPOURRI

Mon. – Fri. 7AM – 6PM | Sat. 7AM – 5PM
4600 24th Ave. 810-385-6000

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 Fax: 810-385-1667

Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

1777 Busha Hwy. 810-364-6400

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

Marysville, MI 48040 Fax: 810-364-1370

MARKET MATTERS

www.jones-equipment.com

Bankrate.com reported in August that “mortgage rates remain near
historic lows, dropping recently to their lowest levels since last winter.
The benchmark 30-year fixed-rate mortgage hovered at 3 percent near
the end of July, and 15-year fixed rates were around 2.3 percent.”
While expected to remain at or near these levels for the balance of the
year, it is inevitable that the Federal Reserve will need to act in view of
inflation and the increasing government debt. We expect that mortgage
interest rates will slowly trend higher.
Although still very competitive and clearly a Sellers’ Market, we have
seen a bit of moderation in the number and size of overbids in recent
weeks.
In July, Sellers in Macomb, Oakland and St. Clair Counties received
100% - 103% of list price on sales that closed in July, and houses were on
the market an average of 14 - 16 days before they went under contract.

Great Pricing

FREEPIK.COM

On the Spot Financing
We Rent, Sell & Service!

Helping our customers make
their dreams a reality
for over 40 years!

BUYING A HOME

Home…the most important purchase we ever make. The process can
be daunting and stressful, especially for first-time buyers, and more
challenging than ever in this competitive market. Navigating the process
with a good Realtor® can make all the difference.
•

Before You Buy – Preparation is key – from down payments to
mortgage preapproval to defining the type of house that will meet your
needs and wants. With buyer demand much greater than the current
supply, you need to be ready to make your best offer when you find a
house that appeals to you.

•

Should I Use a Buyer’s Agent – Years ago, in Michigan, real estate
agents all represented the party selling the house. In Michigan, today,
there are different types of realtor/client relationships.
A Buyer’s Agent will represent you and only you in the real estate
transaction and act solely on your behalf. They will help you refine
your house specifications, identify properties of potential interest for
you, and provide access and tour properties with you.
While they do not provide legal advice, they will work with you to
craft a competitive purchase offer, preserve contingencies such
as mortgage approval and independent inspection of the property,
prepare documents to make the purchase offer, and negotiate the
terms of the purchase agreement for you on your behalf. Your Agent
will assist you over the entire course of the process through closing.

•

•

After You Get An Accepted Offer – Unless you are paying cash,
this is when you make your formal mortgage application. You also
will have a limited time period to conduct your home inspection - your
opportunity to be sure there are no defects you did not see prior
to your offer. If you discover significant issues, depending on the
terms of your purchase agreement, you may have the opportunity to
negotiate further with the seller to correct or compensate for these
items.
Closing – The final step in the process, after the financing is
approved and loan and real estate documents to transfer the
title have been prepared, you will meet with the
seller, lender and title company representative
to sign the required paperwork to make the
property your own and get the keys.

Editor’s note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors®
serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties and the
Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network
of Realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel,
the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at
(810) 278-6654 or -6655 or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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MODEL CENTER
Over 100 Custom Floor Plans

Full-Service Construction Company
luxury homes • stick-built manufactured homes
site-built homes • stick-built modular homes
energy-efficient, permanent, wood foundations
demolitions • renovations • remodels
garages • pole barns • porches • septic • wells

“At United Construction, we start by listening to your needs and wants to better understand your vision
and then begin working with you to plan your project, obtain financing and complete construction.”
- John Bezemek, President/CEO

PEST INSPECTIONS
C
A
L
L

BEES
ABC

OUR OFFICE WILL ISSUE
YOU THE MANDADORY
FORM (NPMA-33).
VALID FOR 90 DAYS.

abcbees@comcast.net • abcbees.com • Licensed & Insured

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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ALL THE SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR

48 YEARS

POOL CLOSING SEASON

LICENSED &
INSURED

810-385-6063 · LENSPOOLANDSPA.COM

MON - SAT 9AM - 6PM • SUN 11AM - 4PM
FIND YOUR PIECE OF PARADISE
WITH A DIMENSION ONE SPA!

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
7210 LAKESHORE RD. • LAKEPORT, MI 48059

Happy Birthday, Google!
By Bob Jones,

ThumbPrint News Contributor

Recently, Google celebrated a birthday; number 22-23 I think, but then
one can look it up on Google to find out.
It seems that more and more people, when confronted with a brain freeze
moment or simply want an immediate answer to a question, go to Google
"Google It!" has become the catch phrase of the decade when a dispute is
evident or an urgent response is needed to a question.
I challenge you to fill in the blanks of these jingles and/or be able to
identify the product.
1. __________, a little dab will do ya, ________ you'll look so debonair,
__________ the gals will pursue ya. Simply rub a little in your hair.
2. You'll wonder where the yellow went when you brush your teeth with
______________.
3. Look sharp, feel sharp, be sharp; Listen Mister, how are you fixed for
blades. A worn out blade makes shaving mighty tough. How are you
fixed for blade? ______ Blue Blades we mean.
4. Double your pleasure, double your fun, chew _____________ gum.
5. __________ the foaming cleanser, it sweeps the dirt right down the drain.
6. Where's the beef? (What's the product?)
7. ___________ (7 letters) __________ is the very best chocolate.
8. I can't believe I ate the whole thing. (What's the product being advertised?)
9. Clean clear through and deodorizes too, that's a __________ wash, a
__________ wash for you.
10. I'd like to teach the world to sing, etc. (What's the product?)
11. See the U.S.A. in your ____________. America is asking you to call.
12. L.S.M.F.T. – L.S.M.F.T. _________ _________ means fine tobacco.
If you can't fill in the jingle and identify the product you know what to
do... "Google It!"
Happy Birthday, Google and many more to come.
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READER’S

I recently took my friend out
for her birthday lunch at
T.A.P. Bistro in St. Clair,
Michigan. She chose
this place because they
have several gluten-free
options to choose from
and because of the
ThumbPrint News'
restaurant photo
challenge. She got to
take the picture; I get
to be in the paper!

HUNGRY

TO

FOR MORE!

We sat on the patio, sipping delicious sangrias, chatting
and looking over the menu. I chose the chicken fajita
quesadilla and
my friend had the
shrimp and bacon
quesadilla in a
gluten-free wrap
with the jalapeño
aioli and black
bean mango salsa
on the side. It
was my first time
eating here, and I
am excited to visit
again with my son
and his wife, as
there were several
other menu items
I would like to try.
- Pat Roda, Cottrellvile, Michigan
In our August 2021 issue,
we included the submission
"Reader's Response to Hungry
for More!" on page 27, but we
left out the reader's information! That response was sent to us by
Marsha W. of Sanilac County, Michigan.
If you ever spot any errors, call us at (810) 794-2300 or email
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net to let us know. Thanks for reading!

“Genius is 1% inspira�on and 99% perspira�on.”
– Thomas Edison
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at (810) 794-5678 if you see wasps!
PECHE ISLAND, Continued from Page 7

501c3

2021
EVENT WILL HAPPEN RAIN OR SHINE!

10/9/2021 10am-4pm

20 REGISTRATION

$

BRING YOUR 4x4, HOT ROD,
CUSTOM, ANTIQUE OR RAT ROD

AWARDS PRESENTED AT 3PM
Power Wheels "Off Road Challenge" - Open to
children ages 3-12, must bring your own "Power Wheels"
car and child must wear a bicycle helmet or equivalent.
This is a low-impact event where kids race against the
clock on a points system to complete the course.

SNACKS AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Editor's note: Jean Baptist
LaForest (Laforet), who was
allegedly granted rights to the
land in 1780, was the author's
fifth great grandfather.
At one time, a lighthouse of sorts
stood on Peche Island beginning in

Automotive Trivia Contest - Open to all ages

Please check our website often for updates

1898. According to Wikipedia, “The
Peche Island Rear Range Light was a
historic lighthouse off Peche Island in the
entrance to the Detroit River from Lake
St. Clair. Located in
American waters just
north of the border
to Canada, it was
moved to Marine
C i t y, M i c h i g a n ,
in 1983 upon its
deactivation.”
If one reads about
the history of the
lighthouse while it
stood on or near
Peche Island, it is
riddled with problems
and devastating
ice storm damages
during several
different years.
It almost seems that
the Curse of Peche
Island was at work
on the lighthouse as well – but, ah, that
would make a whole other article in itself.

By Pamela Lynn Hayes,

at www.wheelsinthewoods.info

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL (877) 393-MORA

transport across the river from either
side. But when they do, they will find
mostly clean beaches and untamed
wilderness that is rare to
find in the area. There are no
immediate plans to attempt
any further development
of the island, and it can be
enjoyed much how it looked
200 years ago when the
Laforets lived there. Maybe
Rosalie’s curse was more of
her lasting wish – to keep the
island in a state of natural
beauty in perpetuum. One
will never know for sure!

RESERVE YOUR SPACE FOR

$30

EVENT SPONSORED BY: FOXFIRE FIXIN’S AND ABC HOME AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES
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ThumbPrint News Columnist

CottageLiving
Each summer seems to go by so fast; but this summer season has been an
exceptionally quick one. With so much going on in the country, it is sometimes difficult
to put my focus on other things. It does seem to be a little easier and I am more relaxed
when I am up at my little cottage. I wonder, is it better to not watch alternative news and
podcasts when I am up there, or is it better to be surrounded by nature while catching
up with the happenings in the news with a clearer focus? Something about staring out at
the lake watching the hummingbirds while on my laptop seems to help me focus better
and ease my inquietude. Better ideas seem to flow when I am in that environment.
I talk to other cottage owners and my up north neighbors about how they get their
information via cable, WIFI, etc. I only have a WIFI service at my place for streaming
movies and alternative podcasts and news shows. I really do not like even having a TV
up there, but I need some type of connection to the world to stay informed of what may
happen next. However, I refuse to allow the mainstream news to ruin my up north vibe
with fear and untruths while visiting my little peaceful place. So I stay mindful of that.
We still have a few months of decent weather to enjoy the outdoors and nature at its
late summer peak. We all need a place to go to or a hobby or activity to relax our minds
and chill our bodies out. A place of mental escape is in order for such a time as this.
One thing that cannot be taken from us is the beauty of nature surrounding us. That
is why I thoroughly relish my time at my place no matter how short it may be. The health
benefits are priceless. There is a noticeably different mindset I get driving home, no
matter how slight, after a weekend, even though the trek back home can be a little bit
disheartening because I’d like to stay up longer.
Reflecting on our late summer holiday, Labor Day, I want to tip my hat to all the
hardworking people that have endured these past 19 months that have had little or no
time off or were expected to work remotely during the unprecedented nonsense that
occurred, although some people took advantage of not having to get up and go to work
during the past year, some by personal choice and some by no fault of their own.
A big thank you and much appreciation is in order for those that stayed strong and
continued to keep the country running, no matter how small of a difference they felt they
were making. A big, patriot fist bump goes out to you all!
Make sure you get out and enjoy the beautiful Michigan weather while it is still here,
breathe in the fresh air and get your mind right around nature. That’s always a good
remedy for whatever ails you. Be safe and most of all, stay prepared!
Happy September, ThumbPrint News Readers!

Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online today!
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Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our website
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons submitting the correct
answer by the 12th of the month, one person will be randomly selected to be entered
into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift at the end of the year! On December 13,
2021, one winner will be drawn out of all the monthly
winners and the lucky person will be notified via email.
For our August contest, we asked our readers to
identify what is being pictured in the photo on the right.
Of the readers submitting the correct answer, Patricia
McGilpin of East China, Michigan, was randomly
chosen as August’s winner. Patricia identified that the
photo is of sunlight coming through closed shades and
being reflected on a paneled wall.
Here are some interesting facts about the sun and blinds:

982-7391
FOR

Blue Cross
Blue Shield,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN
and others
Kevin Sturtz, MCAP

• One would need to explode 100 billion tons of dynamite every second to match the
energy produced by the sun, according to NASA.
• The sun is 93 million miles away from the Earth.
• The size of the sun is equal to about 1 million earths.
• Window shades began appearing in American homes and
public buildings around 1780.
• Early Egyptians strung reeds together to make blinds. The
ancient Chinese used bamboo. Greeks used thin marble slats
while the Romans used fabric.
• Edward Bevan was the first to patent Venetian blinds in 1769.

Good Luck!

For our September contest, we are asking our readers to
identify what is being pictured to the left. Visit our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know the answer.
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15 & UP

$
General
BRADY PRESSURE WASHING.

No job too small or too big. Full service pressure
washing, winterization, sealant stain paint, decks,
fences, walkways and driveways.
Highly professional. I put your needs first!
Call (586) 935-7775.
PIANO LESSONS, offered in the convenience of
your home! In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me bring this
training to you! 30+ years experience. All ages, all
keyboards, beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties, north of
32 Mile Road. Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.
EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN ALGONAC! The
Algonac Banquet Center is available for rental
for all occasions. Located at 1905 Mill Street in
Algonac. For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

Wanted to Buy
CASH FOR COLLECTIBLES. Coins, currency,

pocket watches, vintage fishing and hunting,
postcards, military, police and much more.
Inquiries invited. Bank references available.
Call (586) 784-5861.
MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED. DEAD or
ALIVE – cash waiting! Also buying motorcycle parts.
Email richmondcycle@frontier.com or
call (586) 855-9420.
WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or Acoustic.
American-made only. Fender, Gibson, older
Epiphones, Rickenbacker, Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro,
Danelectro, Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED FOR WOOD BUNDLERS
AND GENERAL LABOR. If interested, call
(586) 749-9118.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.

Experienced & own tools. Call (586) 727-3697 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate with experience.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

Salvaggio & Co. Construction, call (586) 344-4325.
AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks and office
cleaning. PT evening positions available. Placed
within 10 miles of your home. (586) 759-3700.
To learn more visit www.aarocompanies.com.

OPENINGS AT ABC HOME & COMMERCIAL
SERVICES: CDL DRIVER FOR SEPTIC TRUCK
AND GENERAL LABORER NEEDED. Immediate

need for CDL drivers, endorsement helpful, but not
required. Will train. General Laborer applicant must
be motivated, responsible, over 18 with a valid
Michigan Driver's License. To learn more and apply,
call (810) 794-5678 or visit abcbees.com.

FOXFIRE FIXIN'S RESTAURANT HAS
IMMEDIATE NEED FOR: waitresses and night

cooks. Flexible hours. Full and part-time. Room for
advancement. Must be 18 or over. Please text or
call (810) 614-8040 to set up an appointment for
an interview.

24 Hour Gym &
Tanning Access

2 Great Locations!
Marysville— 782 Huron Blvd.
St. Clair— 201 N. Riverside Ave.

Painting
NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME PAINTING
DONE? Handyman/Painter with 24 years of
experience. High quality work and competitive
rates. All work guaranteed to meet your
satisfaction. Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

810-364-4650

AFFORDABLE
FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE

OPEN
24/7

www.vikingfitnesscenters.com
Free Pool Access Super 8, Marysville

For Sale
SALE! Lifetime collection of fishing and hunting
BUYING, SELLING AND
BROKERING:

Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or manual.
One machine or entire
plant. Lathes, machining
centers, mills, grinders,
etc. Call (586) 754-9200.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS PUMPS,
AIR METERS AND OLD FARM & SODA SIGNS.
Willing to pay cash. Honest and fair. Call or text
Steve at (248) 245-7845.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL MILITARY
ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms, Patches, Medals,
Flags, Daggers, Pictures and more. Cash paid!
Will travel. Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.

equipment, plus loads of household goods. Priced
to sell. By appointment, shop at ease. Call for info
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (586) 781-5777.

SHOP AVON ONLINE

anume.avonrepresentative.com.
Join Our Mailing List at
bit.ly/DiscoverAvon
Like Us on Facebook at
facebook.com/AvonDirectwithCrystal
Join Avon Today at bit.ly/BeautyGig

For Rent

storage solutions
Indoor / Outdoor • Boat • RV
Classic Car Storage

844-786-7767
4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, MI

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA CONDO

sleeps six, low fall rates starting at $782
(inclusive) weekly. Wireless internet, outdoor,
enclosed heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or visit
us online at gilliganscondo.com.
CALL (810)

794-2300 TO PLACE AN AD!

Find something you love to do and you
will never have to work a day in your life. – Harvey Mackay

Check out the Wheelin' Podcast
with Keith and Johnny Orange.
You can download it for free at iTunes,
iHeartRadio, wheelinradio.com, and from
many of your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at
facebook.com/wheelinradio
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www.gardenofpeaceflorist.com

rden Of Peace
a
G
F lo
rist & G i f t s

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

Dead or Alive

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase

586-588-2541

Will Provide Pickup & Delivery Options
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE

810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

  

Shelly Konarski
★

★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★
Garages • Basements • Barns • Deck/Shed Removal • Estate Sales • Car Removal
Attics • Fire & Flood Damage • Complete Clean-Up Service

★

★

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827

810.543.2581

★

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO WELLNESS
100% NON-TOXIC & CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded
FREE
ESTIMATES

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities

4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, MI 48049
Master Plumber
License #8112453

810.324.2024

®

Sanilac

• Complete
Auto Repair
• Computer
Diagnostics
• Electrical
• Alignments
• Exhaust Repair
• Custom Exhaust

Museum Hours
Every Thursday 6pm-8:30pm
or By Appointment

8061 MARSH ROAD

Lapeer

Oakland

St. Clair
Macomb

Including
Harsens Island

( 81 0 ) 79 4- 2300

You can find our entire list at WWW.THUMBPRINTNEWS.COM,
or you can make a suggestion for a new location near you!

WWW.VNABWH.ORG �

SERVING THE COUNTIES OF:

St. Clair • Sanilac
Macomb • Lapeer

(810) 984-4131

877-FWD-MORA

Anchor
Glass and
Screen II, LLC

• Doors
• Shower Doors
• Windows • Insulated Glass
• Screen Repair • Custom Mirrors

WHAT FURNITURE NEEDS TO
BE REPAIRED AT YOUR HOME?

ThumbPrint
News

We cover six counties
and have nearly
1,000 Drop Locations!

We provide high-quality, cost
effective health care to any patient
and family member with short-term,
long-term, or end-of-life care.

CLAY TWP., MI 48001

CALL

An Independently Owned and Operated Michigan Newspaper
Genesee

Independent Distributor

ED BICKLEY

(586) 725-7107

Fax (586) 725-7112
8900 Dixie Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

KARL TRIMBOLI

40+ Years Experience • FREE INSPECTIONS
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM
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By Diane Kodet,

SUDAN

FREEPIK.COM

FUL MEDAMES

Beginning with our January 2021 issue,
we started on a culinary trip around the
world. Each month, we will be featuring a
recipe from a different country. So far I have shared one from Trinidad, Japan, Uruguay,
South Africa, Romania, Latvia, Wales, Scotland and Norway. I am also inviting
readers to submit recipes from other countries that they have made successfully.
If you have recipes you have personally made that are representative of a country
that I haven’t shared, I would love to have you submit it to ThumbPrint News at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net in Word Document form. If you have a photo you
took of the dish you made, please submit it as well in high-quality
jpeg format. I will be sure to
share some of these recipes
in future editions so that
we may all take a journey
around the world through
the recipes that are shared.
Ful Medames
is a fava bean
breakfast dish that is popular in Sudan. It is prepared
in large quantities for the holy month of Ramadan
and eaten before sunrise to prepare for daytime
fasting. Ful Medames is believed to have originated
in Egypt, but is considered to be Sudan’s national
dish.
The name “Sudan” translates to “the land of the blacks” in Arabic. The official language
of Sudan is Arabic; most people in South Sudan speak English. The Republic of Sudan was
the largest country in Africa and the Middle East until the country split in two in July 2011,
becoming Sudan and South Sudan, with South Sudan becoming the world's newest nation.
INGREDIENTS
½ cup vegetable
stock
2 medium tomatoes,
diced
¼ cup parsley
4 boiled eggs, shelled
and sliced
2 lemons, juiced
Salt and pepper to
taste

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
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Brought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s

ThumbPrint News Editor

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS FROM

3 14 oz. cans of fava
beans
3 Tbsp. olive oil
1 large yellow onion,
peeled and diced
2 tsp. cumin
6 cloves of garlic,
minced
2 tsp. smoked
paprika

(810) 794-5678 to prevent ants!

DIRECTIONS
Drain each can of fava beans; place in bowl.
Rinse the beans with water.
Separate half of the beans; mash with a fork.
Set aside all of the beans.
Heat the olive oil in a skillet over medium
high heat.
Add diced onion and minced garlic to the
skillet.
Sauté for five minutes until the onions are
tender.
Add the mashed and whole beans to the
skillet.
Season the beans with lemon juice, salt,
cumin, pepper and smoked paprika.
Cook for five minutes over medium high heat,
stirring the beans occasionally.
Gradually add the vegetable stock until the
desired consistency of gravy is achieved.
Spoon the cooked beans onto a serving platter.
Arrange slices of boiled eggs over the beans.
Top with chopped raw tomatoes and parsley.
Serve Ful Medames with any type of flatbread
such as pita.

The Navajo are a Native American people of the Southwestern United
States, in parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. They prefer and refer
to themselves as the Diné (pronounced “Di Nay”) meaning “The People” or
“Children of the Holy People”.
They are believed to have migrated from northwestern Canada and
eastern Alaska as early as 1400 AD.
To avoid the displacement and ethnic cleansing being enforced by the U.S.
Military in 1864, to Bosque Rendondo/Fort Sumner, New Mexico (The
Long Walk), Chief Hoskininni and his band resisted and evaded the U.S.
Military for four years by hiding in the Monument Valley/Navajo
Mountain lands in the current state of Utah. His leadership enabled his
band to thrive and prosper. Hoskininni was the last Navajo chief.

"You cannot wake a person who
is pretending to sleep." – Navajo

Diné Chief Hoskininni
(d. 1912), also known as
Hush-Kaaney
(meaning angry one).

By Rita MacDonald, ThumbPrint News Columnist
It's Sunday night, and mentally I'm preparing for work tomorrow. At 9:00
a.m., I'll see my first patient, and hopefully by the time 5:00 p.m. arrives, I will
have seen five or six of my patients. Most of them have dementia. Most of
them don't remember me from week to week. Most of them don't remember
where they are or who the president is. They can't remember what they ate
for lunch five minutes ago or even how to brush their own teeth. They don't
have a clue what is going on in the world, all of the division, the hatred, the
violence or the ugly political climate. Thank God. Sometimes, I think that is
nothing short of God's mercy.
But other times, when a moment of clarity miraculously (and I mean –
miraculously) comes along…and someone is able to express that they hurt
someone 30 or 40 years ago, and they share just how badly and remorseful
they feel, I wonder again...is this too, mercy?
I've watched a lot of people die bad deaths, and I've watched many have
very good deaths, too. We wonder why sometimes God lets people stay
here as long as He does, because after all – it's God who decides when we're
leaving. We have far less control over that than we'd like to believe. Maybe
that's mercy, too.
Maybe when we wonder why, why, why our loved ones must suffer as
long as they seem to...maybe, just maybe that time is simply God's mercy,
waiting for them to say, "I'm sorry for hurting you." I have a tendency to
feel badly when my patients can't remember their sons and daughters,
but what if...what if God is allowing someone to focus on all the right things
that are still in there, so He can get their attention narrowed down to the
most important things, so that they can say something like, "I am so sorry I
hurt _______." Maybe He's just trying to bring them to repentance, and then
peace, and then bring them home...I mean – I just find it really peculiar that
God would remove any memory of the nonsense in the world, yet allow them
only to remember to forgive someone, or to apologize to someone...how can
I witness this and not ponder it?
My friend witnessed this just last week, and we enjoyed a long conversation
pondering it together. Then, I came home and called someone. I told them
I was sorry for something that happened a long time ago. If you don't think
you can learn something from someone with dementia, you're wrong. In
fact, in an instant you could have a stroke and be unable to open your mouth
and tell your children or your spouse that you love them ever again, or that
you're sorry for something you'd said or done. I don't want to be tormented
by that if it should ever happen to me.
So tomorrow morning, I'll lace up my "school shoes", and let my patients
teach me more about what really matters, and then I'll ponder those things
some more, and remember to tell those I love just how much I love them.
And I'll wonder what else they'll have to teach me in the months ahead. I love
my Mondays.
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” – 2 Corinthians 12:9 esv
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If you have an event in October that you would like listed in the October issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by September 12, 2021. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that
were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE None submitted this month.
LAPEER None submitted this month.
MACOMB

All of Macomb County – All Month Long
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 Bottles and Cans Drive,
helping those in need in our community. Make a difference
today by donating. For larger donations, we have a pickup
service. Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop off places in
Memphis, Richmond and Chesterfield.

Clinton Twp. – September 25
12th Annual Mt. Clemens Michigan Train Show,

St. Louis Church Social Hall, 39140 Ormsby St., 10:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. Admission $3 per person or $5 per family. Children
under 12 are free. Food and refreshments on site. We'll have
hourly door prizes, 110 tables and repair parts vendors.
For more info see ad on page __ or contact Carl at
(586) 463-5184 or cdhikade@juno.com.

Richmond – September 25
The Richmond Area Historic and Genealogical
Society proudly presents the 4th Annual Historic
Cemetery Walk, City of Richmond Cemetery, located at

the northern extreme of the city, adjacent to M-19, 1:00 p.m.
– 3:00 p.m. Walking tour is scheduled slots and begins every
half hour. Cart transportation available for those requiring
assistance. Tickets are $15, children 5 and under free. Bring
the family and join us for a guided tour and experience the
personal stories of memorable Richmond families as local,
costumed actors bring ancestors to life. Time slots fill quickly,
so reserve yours today. For more info and to order your
tickets and reserve your spot, contact Mary Ellen at
(586) 808-2953 or mlogan5477@sbcglobal.net.

OAKLAND None submitted this month.
ST. CLAIR

Marysville – September 3, 10, 17 & 24
Knights of Columbus #9526 13th Annual Farmers
Market, Marysville Park waterfront across from the old

boat launch, 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Vendors wanted – all are
welcome. Runs every Friday until October. For more info call
(810) 985-8420 or (810) 824-7435.

Port Huron – September 10 & 11
2021 Port Huron Boat the Blue Antique and Classic
Boat Show, River Street Marina, downtown area. This

year’s focus will be on boat builders and restorers. The Blue
Water Area has an amazing history of boat building and is
home to many boat-building and design companies such as:
Chris Craft, Hacker, Garwood, Dodge and Belle Isle Bearcats.
This is a free event and open to the public. There will be
more than 60 antique and classic boats on display, assorted

vendors, activities for the children, classic cars, as well as
free boat rides. If you would like your boat to be a part of this
event, register at boattheblue.org. If you would like more
info or for sponsorship opportunities, contact Mark at
(810) 334-5445 or mwalker@mimutual.com or Leroy at
(810) 650-8372 or ljstevens@stevensarchitects.com.

East China – September 11
64th Annual Ox Roast, Southeastern Michigan

Conservation Club, 2402 N. Belle River Rd., noon –
6:00 p.m. $20 per person. Join in for Lewis Shoot ($150
added), cash prizes and raffles. For more info contact
(810) 765-5337 or club@semcc.net.

Emmett – September 16 – 18
26th Annual Indoor-Outdoor "Junque & Treasures
Sale", Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, 10828

Brandon Rd., 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
– 6:00 p.m. on Friday and 9:00 a.m. – noon on Saturday.
Saturday is $2 bag day. Donations drop-off on September 11
– 13, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. For more info call Beth
at (810) 434-2815.

St. Clair – September 25
Whistles on the Water, St. Clair’s Palmer Park, 200 N.

Riverside Ave., 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Each whistle owner
will be allowed to blow his or her own whistle. In addition, he
or she will be asked to tell the whistle’s history. If they do not
want to speak to the public, the whistle owner needs to put
the whistle’s history in writing for the Master of Ceremonies
to read. Due to the pandemic, there will be NO bleachers at
the event site, and guests will need to bring their own chairs if
they want to sit. For more info, contact Eric at (248) 379-3246
or ecameron@djconley.com.

SANILAC

Sandusky – September 12 & 26
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley School, 7:00 p.m. –

10:30 p.m. Join us for a lot of fun! There is live music, great
fellowship, good food and of course dancing! The cost is $5
and a snack or small dish to share. For more information call
(810) 310-2715.

Deckerville – September 25
Indian Heritage Day, 4028 Ruth Rd., a mile north of

downtown, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Event starts at 10:00 a.m.
where you can see displays, antiques and more. At noon
we’ll have a potluck luncheon; please bring a dish to pass!
Between 12:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., we'll begin with a western
mission and schools' report, and an offering will be taken.
We'll then move on to special music and presentations on
Thumb Indians by Joyce Reid and Cheryl Morgan. There
will also be a special garage sale with items from missions.
Donation of $3 for adults appreciated, under 12 is free.
Please follow COVID-19 rules. Event is sponsored by
Joyce Reid. For more information call (810) 404-4028.

September 2021

Help us build back up
our FREE Calendar of
Activites & Events!
Below we've included an insert
from our August 2021 issue's
"Letter from the Editor" for readers
once again. Our calendar did grow
a little more this month, but we'd
love to see it get even longer!
Help us build back up our FREE
Calendar of Activities & Events
section. Prior to the pandemic,
listing events for each of the
counties covered by ThumbPrint
News was easy. So many events
were submitted that we sometimes
could not fit each and every one into
an edition. During the pandemic,
because of social distancing
and gathering mandates, we
saw minimal, if any events being
submitted from each county.
Now that we can once again
meet and gather in large numbers,
get those events coming in
to us once again! A couple of
reminders:
All
events
need
to be submitted via email to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and
should include the date, place, time
and details about the event and a
person to contact if readers need
more information.
We will only publish events
during the month that they will be
occurring, though you can submit
them early and we will save them
for the right edition.
Because of publishing deadlines,
we must have all submissions
before the 12th of the month prior
to the month of the event. So, for
example, if you have an event for
our October edition, we will need it
no later than September 12.
Non-profit events and events that
are submitted to us the earliest will
have priority for being included
in the Calendar of Events should
we receive too many for any one
month.
The events must occur in the
following counties to be included:
Genesee,
Lapeer,
Macomb,
Oakland, Saint Clair and Sanilac.
So, get the word out there about
your upcoming events – or one
you're just attending – by submitting
them on time to ThumbPrint News!

September 2021		
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at

(810) 794-5678 to clean your gutters!
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998
Compare at $1,599

Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

1,898
Compare at $2,699

Flexsteel Sofa

2,498

$

Compare at $3,599

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you
can count on them for a lifetime – we guarantee it.
2. JOINTS . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

4. FABRICS
Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.
5. CUSHION . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 lb. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 lb. density polyurethane foam and a
1 oz. fiber wrap – all in a white fabric wrap.

3,398

$

Compare at $4,999

Flexsteel Reclining Sofa

Flexsteel Sectional

