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The small town of Jeddo,
Michigan, located between Port
Huron and Croswell at the very
northern tip of St. Clair County in
the Thumb area of Michigan, is the
hometown of one of country music’s
most promising female songwriters
and singers. Julianne (who goes only
by her first name professionally) still
has fond memories of her idyllic
country life growing up on a large
cattle farm in that rural town.
Julianne was raised on country
music. She would often ride in the
tractors alongside her father when he
worked the huge fields . . . and the
radio was always on. According to
Julianne, “There was always music

in our lives. Dad would come home
after a long day and one of the first
things he did was spend 10 minutes
taking the day’s frustrations out at
the piano. I loved those moments
listening to him play.” Julianne
followed in his footsteps and started
to teach herself how to play the
piano at the age of three.
Julianne’s childhood also consisted
of riding and training show horses on
the family farm. Also in the family
were her three brothers. Speaking of
her brothers, Julianne says, “They
played all kinds of sports, so I spent
lots of time at the ball diamonds and
hockey arenas in Port Huron. I also
figure skated and performed in the ice
shows. Great memories.”
See LOCAL ROOTS, Page 22

Julianne, a rising star in country music, was born
in Jeddo, a small town located in the northern
Thumb area.

Spotlight on a Small Town – Smith’s Creek
Advertise your services in
Ad sizes and prices vary. Contact
(810) 794-2300 and see how we can
help you be seen throughout your
community. Check out our classified
section on pages 24 and 25. If you
want your ad to get attention, contact
ThumbPrint News for pricing or to
place an ad.

(810) 794-2300

By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Today, a traveler on the rural roads
just southwest of Port Huron could
easily pass through the small town of
Smith’s Creek and not even realize
that it is a town steeped in history.
Not much is there today – a few
buildings, the remains of an old hotel
(now a residence), a small park, a
church, a country store, the Masonic
Hall, the American Legion building
and the Pink Elephant Bar.
Smith’s Creek is a small unincor

porated community on the
southwestern corner of Kimball
Township and on the northern portion
of Saint Clair Township. It was
originally named for Elisha Smith, an
early landowner. Smith’s Creek was
the county seat of St. Clair County
from 1869 until April, 1871, when
it was moved to Port Huron. Today
Smith’s Creek is governed by Kimball
Township.
Crossing the railroad tracks in
the middle of town, one would not
even know that at one time the depot

ABC Home & Commercial Services
Heating Division

a multiservice company that you can trust

here was a major stop on the Grand
Trunk Western Railroad. The tracks
were built in 1859 by the Chicago,
Detroit and Canada Grand Trunk
Railroad Company. In 1928 the route
was officially merged into the Grand
Trunk Western.
The Smith’s Creek Depot was built
in 1858, even before the tracks were
finished. At one time the station agent
and his family lived in one end of
the depot. As in many small towns of
See SMITH’S CREEK, Page 8

Furnace
Inspection
& Cleaning
See Our Ad on
Page 29

email: abcbees@comcast.net
Web site: www.abcbees.com

* Age 65 and older

Page 2

8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township, MI 48001
Phone Number:
(810) 794-2300
E-mail Address:
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
Web site:
www.ThumbPrintNews.com
Publisher:
Al Kodet
Editor:
Diane Kodet
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
Advertising:
(810) 794-2300
Graphic Design:
Nancy Birch
Newspaper Staff:
Louise Allen
Laura Irwin
Keith Kodet
Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News is a monthly
publication provided free to our
readers and is distributed to prime
locations throughout the Thumb
area. We encourage our readers to
support the advertisers who made
this issue possible. Tell them you
saw their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not
responsible or liable for opinions
and/or ideas expressed by
columnists or guest writers, or
articles not written by our staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint
News at your home, send us $2.00
for shipping and handling and we’ll
mail a copy to you. Or check our
Web site for drop locations in your
area.

December 2009

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
The holiday season is a nostalgic
time of year for me. I look back with
fondness on the memories I have of
past Christmas celebrations.
There was the time when I was
about seven years old and I had
written a letter to Santa asking for
an Easy Bake Oven. I could almost
taste the miniature cakes, pies and
muffins I would be baking for
myself and, of course, to share with
my dolls and teddy bears. I wasn’t
disappointed either on Christmas
morning when it magically appeared
under the Christmas tree. Even when
the tiny boxes of mixes were used
up, I continued to enjoy a year or
so of baking pleasure, as my mom
replaced the used up ingredients
with a portion of the grown-up
mixes she purchased from the store.
Unfortunately, these early experiences
in culinary endeavors weren’t much of
a prediction of my success as a cook
in later years!
Then there was the time I was
maybe eleven or twelve and it was
the first time I celebrated Christmas
away from home. Being used to snow
and cutting a live Christmas tree in
December, it was quite a shock to
see people celebrating Christmas in
Florida with fabulously lit palm trees
– in 80 degree weather and tank tops
and shorts!
Fast forward now another thirty
six years or so and it was the first
Christmas celebrated in our new log
home. My mom and dad had moved
in with us, living in an attached
mother-in-law apartment. Their side
was completed, but ours was still
being constructed. However, we made
sure that they had a Christmas tree
that year, as my mother was in the first
stages of Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s
diseases. I remember decorating a
tree for them with all unbreakable

ornaments, so Mom could take them
off and rearrange them again and
again, without fear of breakage. That
was the last time I remember her
enjoying Christmas.
This issue of ThumbPrint News
focuses on the nostalgia many
people have for this time of year.
David Gillis, our monthly columnist,
reminisces on his memories of a past
Christmas. We highlight a toy maker,
who recreates toys from the past. We
look at what the most popular toys
were from the past 100 years. In our
hobby section, we tell the readers
about some of the unique ornaments
that have decorated Christmas trees of
the past.
But, although December is a time to
reminisce, it is also the end of a year.
With the end of the year, comes New
Year’s Eve, when we anticipate the
upcoming year. Many people make
resolutions that give them hope and
direction for the year ahead.
ThumbPrint News would love to
hear about your resolutions for the
year 2010. Email us what you plan
on doing or changing. Our staff will
publish some of those resolutions in
the January 2010 edition. If we print
your resolution, you will be entered
into a drawing to receive a FREE
floral arrangement for yourself, or
a recipient of your choice (value
of $50.00). All resolutions must be
emailed to thumbprintnews@comcast.
net by December 10 to be considered
for publication. Please include your
name, address and phone number, in
case you are the winner!
The staff of ThumbPrint News
wishes you and yours a happy, healthy
and safe holiday season and a joyous
New Year, where all of your dreams
and more come true.

Diane Kodet
Editor, ThumbPrint News

Christmas
According
to Kids
By Laura Irwin

ThumbPrint News Reporter

Students at Palms Elementary in
Fair Haven, Michigan, were asked
to write answers to three different
questions about Christmas. Following
are a few samples of their answers:

What is your favorite Christmas
tradition?
“My favorite Christmas
tradition is when me
and my sister Samantha
dances right in front of
the Christmas tree showing
everyone our talent.”

Malori, age 9

“My favorite Christmas
tradition is to leve a note
and cookies for Santa Claus
and the reindeer. Every
year I do this because the
See CHRISTMAS, Page 5
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Broken • Worn • Unwanted • Mis-matched • Single Earrings
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Foxfire Farm

Floral Shop
Make us your choice this holiday season!

teleflora®

Christmas Present

2995

Have A Ball

Bouquet $5995

$

Thomas Kinkade’s
Sleigh Ride 29

95

Mixing Bowl

Bouquet $5795

Lenox Holly-day

Bouquet $2995

View all of our holiday arrangements online at

www.foxfirefarmflorist.com
Or call our toll-free number

866.794.5108
Or visit us at Foxfire Farm Country Store & Floral Shop

8061 Marsh Road • Clay Twp.

Holiday Wishes

2995

$

Place your order
by 7:00 p.m. the day
before delivery and reference code
TPNDEC to receive free delivery
. . . a $12 value! Place your order
through www.herbsandflowers.net
or by phone at (866) 794-5108 to be
eligible. Minimum order for this
promotion is $39.99. We deliver to
the following counties:
• Oakland
• Genesee
• St. Clair
• Lapeer
• Macomb • Sanilac
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The Restless Retiree Ope
The New Year’s Eve Party
By Gabriel Jones

What do you typically do on
New Year’s Eve?
Usually, every New Year’s Eve
we join my brother-in-law and his
wife and go to the local Veterans’
Post Party for dinner and dancing.
But since my wife has had trouble
with her knees, we decided to try
something different.
My brother-in-law came up with
the idea of going to a local sports
bar that he had heard about. He
heard that it had great food and
excellent entertainment. We talked
about it and agreed to go. So he
went and bought our tickets in
advance.

On New Year’s Eve, we got all
dressed up and went off to the
club. When we arrived, there was
a line of young people waiting to
go in. With a laugh, we said we
hope that they were joining their
parents inside.
When we got inside we were
quickly seated and the waitress
took our drink order. We said
“That’s great, we got served fast.”
Then we looked around . . .
“Wait a minute.”
“YEE GADS! WE ARE
THE OLDEST ONES HERE!
THERE’S NO ONE HERE THAT
IS NEAR OUR AGE!”
As for the music, it wasn’t for
our generation, and it was a little
LOUD!
We looked at each other and we
all had that look – should we stay

or leave?
But we had our drinks in hand,
paid our money for the dinner in
advance, and the buffet did look
great!
We stayed!
When the buffet table was
ready, we lined up. Then, we were
suddenly and pleasantly surprised
at how the younger crowd was
treating us. They were talking to
us and making our stay enjoyable.
It was as if they had invited us to
their party.
As the evening ended, we
realized that we had had an
excellent dinner, enjoyed each
other’s company with a younger
crowd, and had a great time on
New Year’s Eve.
Another lesson learned from the
Restless Retiree!

Editor’s note: Follow the adventures of the Restless Retiree every month in ThumbPrint News!
CHRISTMAS: According to Kids
Continued from Page 2

reindeer and Santa Claus
like my mom’s homemade
cookies.”

Haley, age 10

“We sit on are couch and
drink hot co-co and open
present and share grace
how we are thankful for are
family.”

Bailey, age 10

What would you most like to get
for Christmas and why?
“The number one thing I
want for Christmas is my family
staying together because I love
my family so much.”

Anna, age 9

“I would like a new kitten

Because I had a kitten for
2 years. One day I had
a kitten who went in the
woods because we live in
the country.”

Kelly, age 11

“I would like most to get
for Christmas this year
Is a happy world and no
more fighting with other
countrys.”

Marissa, age 10

“I would wish to get
for Christmas is a puppy.
Because my puppy was
stolen from me. Me and my
little brother were crying
for weeks.”

Aubrianna, age 10

What would you most like to
give to someone for Christmas

this year and why?
“I would like to give
my favorite neckles and
earrings away because I
own a lot of earings and
neckleses.”

Denyse, age 10

“Something I made
Because something you
make is the Best gift of all
to give.”

Bailey, age 10

“Some money because a
lot of people loss there job
and there house. So it will
get them some food.”

Rachel, age 9

Editor’s note: All of the above
answers were written by children
and were unedited for spelling,
punctuation or grammar.

Foxfire Farm Country
Store and Floral Shop
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township

810.794.5108
Get your Christmas shopping
off to a great start with the
best selection of Christmas
gifts, ornaments and decora
tions in the area! Food, fun
and great pre-Christmas sales.
Preview our holiday floral
arrangements and pre-order
for great savings! Place your
floral order at the open house
and your delivery (any time
before Christmas) is free!
Children can decorate a
Christmas ornament for free
while parents shop.
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The Toymaker

By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

With Christmas right around
the corner, toymakers all over the
world are busy helping Santa get
ready to fill the Christmas toy lists
he has received from boys and girls
everywhere. And that is a job the
toymakers take very seriously – and
none more so than Don Shurlow.
Don’s specialty is the old
fashioned toys of yesteryear –
action toys, noise makers, puzzles,
animated toys and tricks. Most of
them are created out of wood, as
Don is a master woodworker.
The ideas for the toys he makes
come from old books, senior
citizens and suggestions from others
that he meets. He also takes ideas
from toys he played with as a child.
Don works full-time at his craft,
operating his business, Toys From
Times Past, out of a workshop
behind his home in Rhodes,
Michigan. His partner and wife,
Dawn, is actually the one who got
him started in the business about 20
years ago when he helped her finish
a wooden toy she was working on
for a wood-carving class in which
she had enrolled. Dawn found
the completion of the project too

difficult and
handed it over to
Don to finish. As
Dawn says, “He
was a natural at
it. He found what
he truly loves
and he loves
woodworking.”
Don never
studied carpentry
in school, but
did have a
grandfather
who sparked
his interest in
the skill. “My
grandpa used to
carve little things
and whittle and
go hide them in
the woods under
trees and stuff
for us kids to go
looking for them. I’m sure that was
his way of getting rid of us,” Don
states.
From that humble beginning, the
couple’s new business evolved.
Beginning first with carved wooden
animals and figurines, the focus
eventually changed to old-fashioned
wooden toys. Don and Dawn sold

their toys at arts-and-crafts fairs and
eventually started their own web site
for mail order sales.
Toys From Times Past is now
a full-time business for Don and
Dawn. (Don previously worked as
a painter and Dawn as a teacher.)
Don is the primary woodworker
for the business and Dawn does the
bookkeeping, paperwork and sales.
They now create and sell over 60
different types of toys. The toys
are made out of maple, cherry and
walnut hardwoods. Sometimes they
purchase wood that is ready to use
and, at other times, they gather and
dry the wood themselves, which
can take up to two years before it is
properly cured.
People wishing to order some
of the toys Don and Dawn
Shurlow make for Christmas gifts
may visit their website at www.
toysfromtimespast.com or call
(989) 689-4663 to have a catalog
mailed to them. Don and Dawn also
display their wares at art-and-crafts
shows in several of the counties
that ThumbPrint News covers. In
2009 they participated in shows in
Troy, Pontiac, Shelby, Rochester
and Waterford. Though there are
no remaining Michigan shows for
2009, as soon as the couple has
firmed up their show schedule for
2010, it will be posted on their

Don Shurlow in his workshop in Rhodes,
Michigan.

website. Viewing their exquisite
creations in person (and being
able to play with them) makes the
onlookers even more aware of the
true talent possessed by this creative
team. I am quite sure that Santa
himself (in disguise of course)
probably visited one of the shows
attended by Don and Dawn this
summer and placed quite a large
order for the upcoming holiday, with
the special request that they must be
completed by Christmas Eve.
Continued on Page 7

The Most Popular Toys from the Last One Hundred Years
By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Every year since I can
remember, as the Christmas
shopping season begins, many
newspapers report on the most
popular toys of the season. These
are the ones that seem to disappear
from the shelves in the midst of
hundreds of shoppers all searching
for those ever elusive items that
every child wants that year.
Retailers, who attend huge
national buying shows in January,
are always listening to experts
in the industry as they make
their predictions as to what the
best selling toys will be for the
next holiday season. Buying
sometimes eleven months in
advance can be a risky gamble
for the store owners, as the top
seller today can easily become
the item that is relinquished to the

clearance aisle a half a year later.
But it is a gamble they have to
take. If they wait until the public
shows by their purchases what
is going to be the most popular,
it will be too late to order for
Christmas sales.
As part of our holiday issue, I
thought it would be fun to look
back on the last one hundred years
and see what toy was the top
selling item under the Christmas
trees for each decade. Based
on research done by Forbes
Magazine, here are the results.
As you look at the myriad of
toys on this page, how many
do you remember wanting or
receiving in your Christmas’
past? Or, were you one of those
parents who were involved in
the frenzy of trying to locate that
elusive toy of the season for your
child?

1900-1909

1910-1919

1950-1959

1960-1969

Crayola Crayons

Mr. Potato Head

Raggedy Ann
Dolls

G. I. Joe

1920-1930

Madame Alexander
Collectible Dolls

1970-1979
Rubik’s Cube

1930-1939
View-Master
3-D Viewer

1980-1989

Cabbage Patch
Kids

1990-1999

Beanie Babies

1940-1949
Candy Land

2000-2009

Razor Scooter
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The Toys
Continued from Page 6

Editor’s note: The photos and
descriptions used here were reprinted
by permission of Dawn Shurlow from
the website of Toys From Times Past,
www.toysfromtimespast.com.
Jacob’s Ladder
This amazing toy
was named after the
ladder that Jacob
saw as described in
the Bible. As Jacob
lay sleeping, he saw
angels going up and down a ladder
that reached all the way to heaven!
(See Genesis 28:12.) Holding this
toy by the end block and tipping in
forward to touch the second block
makes the next block appear to
tumble down the others. Tip this
same block back to upright and
another block “tumbles” down. See
any angels? Probably not, but you
will see one of the most puzzling
actions! You can also create many
shapes with the blocks, i.e. dog,
snake, fish, letters, etc. Be creative.

Page 7
Button and String
This toy was also
known as Buzz Saw or
Moon Winder. In the
olden days, fun was
something folks had to make for
themselves and they took advantage
of any resources available to them.
For example, old shirts and coats
were re-used in Grandma’s quilts
and old buttons were used for
necklaces, the eyes of a rag doll,
or threaded on a string to make a
Button & String.
Bull Roar
Indian tribes in the
Americas have used
something similar
to the Bull Roar for
hundreds of years to
possibly scare animals
out of the jungles and
forests, chase fish up streams into
nets, and to keep girls away from
secret meetings. Crocodile Dundee
used this to call for help in the
movie.
     This toy makes an eerie, roaring
noise when it is swung about the
head. As the Bull Roar is swung in a
circular pattern, the cord winds first

Giving to the Giving Tree
The Anchor Bay Community
Giving Tree was created in 1999 when
Citizens State Bank partnered with
a local Macomb County Girl Scout
Troop to provide a happy holiday for
local children from needy families.
Citizens State Bank, New Baltimore
Police Department and the Girl Scouts
engaged local schools, fire departments
and churches to locate eligible families
and identify needs.
In the first ten years of the program,
our Community Giving Tree supported
over 600 local families and over 1400
children, making sure that there was no
child without a Christmas.
100% of all fundraising efforts
and donations to the Anchor Bay
Community Giving Tree go directly
to the families who are served
through this program. We are able to
make this commitment thanks to the
generous contributions of time and
talent provided by our volunteers and
community partners. Each year we
provide local families with needed
food for Thanksgiving and Christmas,
as well as school clothing, winter
coats, boots, hats and gloves, and a few
toys to play with.
How does the program work?
Family names are submitted to our
program through recommendations from
local schools, churches, fire and police
departments. The family need is then

assessed, verified and registered through
the New Baltimore Police Department,
where they determine each child in the
families “Wish List” of three needs
and three wants. Citizens State Bank
employees create gift tags (listing a
requested gift and the child’s age) from
the information on the Wish Lists. The
gift tags are distributed for display on
Christmas trees at Citizens State Bank
branches, New Baltimore City Hall and
local schools and churches. Residents
take tags from our trees, purchase and
wrap the gift, then return the gifts to us
with the gift tags attached.
As we experience increasing
requests for participation in this
program, we need your help!
If you wish to make a donation or if
you have questions about our Giving
Tree, please contact:
• Sherry Lawfield, Chairman of
the Anchor Bay Community Giving
Tree, Citizens State Bank, 51066
Washington, New Baltimore, MI
48047, (586) 725-2260.
• Detective Tim Wiley, CoChairman of Anchor Bay Community
Giving Tree, New Baltimore Police
Department, 50910 Washington, New
Baltimore, MI 48047, (586) 725-2191.
Anchor Bay Giving Tree Program
Committee Members: Sherry Lawfield,
Tim Wiley, Geri Kelly, Lane Marston,
Dan Groth and Ken Lawfield.

one way and then the other. Each
time the cord begins to wind, the
Bull Roar starts to accelerate and
this produces a surprising noise.
Rattletrap
Rattles and noise
makers have been
in existence seemingly
forever. These popular toys
ranged from hollow rattles filled
with pebbles (2500 B.C.), to
musical dolls on a stick and loud
rattletraps. While quiet rattles
were great entertainment for
children, a noisemaker, such as
the Rattletrap, would most often
be used by adults on festive
occasions, such as New Year’s
Eve or Charivaris (on wedding
nights). It was also used in war
as an alarm. The Jewish call this
noisemaker a “Grogger” and use
it in the festival of Purim.
Limber Jack
The Limber
Jack, or Dancing
Man, became
popular about the
same time as the
traveling minstrel

shows of the late 1700’s. His crazy
tap dancing was very similar to
the lively performances seen and
enjoyed by the folks of this era. His
style of dancing was also known as
clogging.
Flap Jack
In the olden days, Grandpa often
created fascinating toys for the
youngsters. The Flap Jack was one
of these wooden favorites and it
won’t take you long to figure out
why. This flippin’ floppin’ Flap
Jack was an absolutely amazing
performer! It works by grasping the
sticks very near the bottom with one
hand and holding the toy upright
and then squeezing and releasing
the sticks with short, quick motions
(see photo on page 6).
Spool Tractor
The Spool Tractor
was a toy of action
for early-day
children. This
rubber band powered
tractor with self-propelling
action made it all the more fun
for tractor races with friends, just
ask grandpa.


At

The New Baltimore
Fire Department
Sunday, December 6
7:00 a.m. to noon
To Benefit The Anchor Bay Giving Tree
Holiday Charity Program

Bring Your Own Camera!

36535 Green Street
New Baltimore

586.725.0990
Sponsored By:
New Baltimore Police
Officers Association
New Baltimore Fire
Fighter Association
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SMITH’S CREEK: Spotlight
Continued from Page 1

the day, the railroad depot was the
bustling center of travel, commerce
and communication. Not only was
this the place to catch the train, but
the stationmaster also worked the
telegraph machine and processed
packages to be mailed.
This depot is one of the few
surviving depots built before the
Civil War. The age of the depot itself
makes it important in history. But, it
is more often remembered for its link
to a young boy who worked there as
a “train butcher” or “news butch,”
who later on in life became famous
in his own right for his wonderful
inventions – Thomas Alva Edison.
When Thomas Edison started
working at the Smith’s Creek depot
in 1859 as a twelve year old boy, it
was his job to load up in Port Huron
with magazines, newspapers, snacks,
postcards and cigars. He would then
sell these items to the passengers
on the train and at station platforms
along the way. In later years, Edison
also set up a printing press in the
baggage car to publish his own
newspaper, The Grand Trunk Herald.
Edison guaranteed that people would
be interested in buying his newspaper
at each depot, as he would send along
news-breaking information about the
Civil War by way of the telegraph
before he arrived.
A legend tied to the Smith’s Creek
depot is that Thomas Edison was
once thrown off the train there after
starting the baggage car on fire
when a stick of phosphorus ignited.

Standing in front of the crowd (left to right) Henry Ford, President Herbert Hoover, Thomas Edison,
Mrs. H. Hoover, Clara Ford and Mina Edison at the Smith’s Creek depot in Greenfield Village on
October 21, 1929. Photo from the Collections of the Henry Ford.

From then on, he was prohibited
from using the trains for his
newspaper business, but continued
to sell them on station platforms.
The depot was moved to
Greenfield Village in Dearborn,
Michigan, as part of Henry Ford’s
tribute to Thomas Alva Edison
in 1929. On October 21, 1929,
Henry Ford hosted a magnificent
celebration in honor of his
friend. This date marked the 50th
anniversary of Edison’s invention
of the electric light. On the morning
of the celebration, President Herbert
Hoover, Henry Ford and Thomas
Edison arrived at the Smith’s Creek
depot, which had just recently been
moved to Greenfield Village, on a
steam-powered locomotive, very
similar to the one on which Edison
had sold papers as a young boy. They
were met by over 500 onlookers.

Downtown Smith’s Creek from the former site of the Smith’s Creek depot.

Today Amtrak has developed a
special schedule which allows train
travelers to disembark directly into
Greenfield Village. Visitors can also
board one of Greenfield Village’s
own trains at the depot and take
a ride on the Greenfield Village
Railroad.
The Grand Trunk was still in
the passenger business at the time
the original depot was relocated to
Greenfield Village, so a new depot
was built. However, passenger
service for the railroad was short
lived and ended in the 1950s. In
1974 the newer depot was moved to
Armada Ridge Road in Richmond,
Michigan, were it was used as an
antiques store.
Bill Hunter was born in
Smith’s Creek and has lived there
for 70 years. His family ties go
even further as his grandfather
homesteaded the land at the corner
of Mayer and Lambs Roads back
in 1847. Bill is the current owner
of the Pink Elephant Bar, which
he purchased in 1980. The original
owners of the bar were Winnie
and Rory Alexander who turned
the building, which was originally
an automobile garage, into a bar
in February of 1935, just after
Prohibition ended.
When asked why the Pink
Elephant Bar is famous, Bill
chuckled, “Is it? Or is it infamous?”
He then added, “Like in many small
towns, it is a gathering place, a
community meeting house, a family
bar.”
Bill remembers the days when the
second depot still was a prominent

structure for the commerce of
Smith’s Creek. He stated that hay
sheds lined the tracks for over a half
of a mile and that the town was a
major holding area for hay that was
eventually loaded up on the trains
and sent to stables in Detroit.
Bill also remembers the huge
vats of pickles that were held at
the depot, waiting to be loaded
on to trains heading to Pittsford,
New York, where the processing
would be finished by large pickle
companies. Bill himself helped
with the pickle vats for a couple
of summers while in high school.
“Growing pickles was very
important to the families in this
town during the Depression, as
it was a summer cash crop that
provided much needed money
during the lean times. Everyone
in the family helped harvest the
pickles,” remembers Bill.

Bill Hunter, 70 year resident of Smith’s Creek
and owner of the Pink Elephant Bar.

Another industry important to
Smith’s Creek in the past was blue
clay. “Anywhere you dig around
here if you go down about six feet,
you will hit blue clay,” states Bill.
“In the past there were huge clay
pits here where the landfill is now.
Train load after train load of clay
would be loaded to be delivered to
Peerless Cement Company in Port
Huron. The clay was one ingredient
they used in the cement mixture.”
The only thing that now remains
where the depots once stood is a
grassy patch of land. Next to that
is a small county park. “That is
Kimball Township Park #2. It is
maintained by the DPW. They keep
it mowed and clean. Families really
enjoy it,” commented Bill.
Across the street are the Masonic
Lodge and the American Legion
Hall, both of which are having
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serious membership issues,
according to Bill.
Down the street is a small market,
which, at one time, was owned by
Bill’s parents. Other than homes,
the only other buildings in town are
an interdenominational church, the
fire hall and the post office. There
has been talk, according to Bill,
of closing down the post office,
something the residents of this small
town do not want to happen. “It is
very important for us to keep the post
office. If it goes, the identity of the
village will be gone”, believes Bill.
When asked what he thought the
future of Smith’s Creek would be,
Bill replied that he is just taking
it day by day. “Smith’s Creek has
really been hurt economically by
the car factories closing and the
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loss of jobs,” he said. Even though
the future may be grim, Bill had a
positive attitude, as did the other
patrons of the Pink Elephant Bar on
the day that they were interviewed
by our reporter. Many have called
Smith’s Creek their home for many
years. Lee Schwartz, the Pink
Elephant’s bartender, has lived there
for 21 years. One of the customers,
Robert Austin, has resided in
Smith’s Creek since 1972.
Although Smith’s Creek today is
a quiet, laid-back, rural town, if a
person were to stop long enough in
their travels to get out of the car and
stand beside the tracks where the
Smith’s Creek Depot once stood, they
would be able to almost envision the
lively center of news and commerce
that this small village once was.

And, if they were to shut their eyes,
perhaps they would get a fleeting
vision of young, industrious Thomas
Edison being thrown off the train.

Cooking
With
Friends
Are you looking
for a great
stocking stuffer,
housewarming
or wedding
shower gift? Cooking with
Friends is a great community
cookbook, produced by the
Friends of the Algonac-Clay
Library. It is available for only
$10.00 from the library, located
at 2011 St. Clair River Drive in
Algonac. All proceeds from the
sale of the cookbook benefit the
Algonac-Clay Library. For more
information, call (810) 794-4471.

The Pink Elephant Bar, located in downtown
Smith’s Creek, has been in business since
February of 1935.

Water:
Our
Precious
Resource
The Earth’s Water Supply
By Jim LeGue
Guest Writer

Last month we discussed how
our water circulates through the
Hydrological Cycle. This helped
us to understand the many avenues
where contamination can be
introduced into our water supply.
We also discussed how interrupting
the normal cycle inhibits the Earth’s
natural process for purifying and
rejuvenating the water that is
so essential to our lifestyle and
wellbeing. This month we will
investigate the amount of fresh
water available to us, emphasizing
the importance for its care.
The creation of water is one
of nature’s mysteries and no one
really knows its origin. There is a
possibility, however, that the Earth
created water underground from
crystalline rock by a process known

as cold oxidation. This is based on
research conducted in the 1930’s
by an American scientist named
Stephan Riess who duplicated this
process. Even if this is how water
evolved, it is the assumption of the
scientific community that water
is no longer created. Instead, it is
commonly believed that the Earth
circulates the same water molecules
over and over.
Understanding that 70% of the
Earth’s surface is covered with
water, the amount of water available
to all life on the planet might seem
enormous. Consider, however, that
97% of that is contained in the
oceans as salt water. That leaves
only 3% of the Earth’s water as
fresh water, and 2.3% of that is
trapped in the glaciers at the North
and South Poles. This means that
only 0.7% of the Earth’s water

remains as useable fresh water!
Of the useable fresh water
available, 97% of this is found
underground and 3% in lakes, rivers,
streams and swampland. Our very
own Great Lakes actually contain
about 18% of the Earth’s surface
fresh water.
There is an increased use of
seawater desalination systems
for supplying potable water to
populations in various parts of the
world, but it stands that surface
water and ground water are the two
main sources for drinking water
supplies. In the United States,
70% of public water is treated
by municipal treatment facilities
from these surface or ground water
sources, while the remainder of the
population utilize ground (well)
water as their water source.
The value we should place on

P ure N aturals W ater F iltration
www.centralpureh2o.com 888-855-PURE (7873)
sales@centralpureh2o.com | Anchorville, MI

our Great Lakes is priceless. We
may not think of these vast bodies
of fresh water that surround us
as a commodity, but they should
be protected and treated that
way. Water is a resource that has
value – the bottled water industry
has proved this – and its value
will continue to grow. We should
protect our local Great Lakes for
the precious resource they provide,
not only taking care of its purity and
quality but also our ownership of
this commodity.
Editor’s Note: Jim LeGue is the
owner of Pure Naturals Water
Filtration, a St. Clair County-based
company specializing in healthy
and eco-friendly water treatment
solutions. The website is www.
centralpureh2o.com or you can
contact Jim at (888) 855-7873.

• Residential / Light-Commercial
• Point-of-Use / Point-of-Entry Systems
• City, Well & Surface Water Treatment

Premium Water Services
• Convenient

• Affordable

• Eco-Friendly
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Adapted from articles by Janet Tobiassen Crosby, DVM and reprinted by permission of Maple Veterinary
Hospital in Troy, Michigan

Are You Your Pets
Prepared for Winter

The basic supply list:

Do you have enough of the
following items to last a few days,
should the roads become unsafe
for travel or the veterinary office is
closed?
• pet food
• litter
• fresh water supply
• soft, warm bedding
• any medications your pet takes
on a regular basis

•

Cold weather considerations

Outdoor pets
• Some pets are better suited than
others for living outdoors. There
is a common misconception that
dogs will be “fine” if left outside.
This is simply not true! In fact,
all pets – both dogs and cats –
need adequate shelter from the
elements and insulation against
cold weather.
• Pets should not be left outside for
long periods in freezing weather.
Dogs and cats can suffer from
hypothermia and frostbite.
• Young, as well as senior pets, are
at risk in colder temperatures.
Coats and booties can help your
dog stay warm. Short-haired and
elderly dogs can benefit from
wearing a coat or sweater.
• My recommendation is that all
cats should be kept indoors, safe
from hazards. However, if you
must let your cat outside, you
must be a responsible pet owner

•

•

•

as well. If you are not going to be
home to let your cat back into the
house, don’t let him out.
If your pet is prone to chewing, do
not use blankets or material that
can be ingested. Cedar shavings
can be irritating to the skin and
straw can hold moisture, so use
these materials with caution
depending on your pet’s hair coat.
Caution – do not use a heat lamp,
space heater or other device not
approved for use with animals.
This is a burn hazard for your pet
as well as a fire hazard. Pet supply
vendors sell heated pads for pets
to sleep on or to be placed under
a dog house, but read and follow
directions carefully before use.
Fresh water is a must at all times!
Pets are not able to get enough
water from licking ice or eating
snow. The water should be
changed at least daily and more
frequently if the water is freezing.
A heated dish is a wonderful tool
for cold climates. The water stays
cold, but does not freeze.
Caution is needed for animals that
may chew. Outdoor pets require
additional food for energy and
maintaining body heat in harsh
climates. Make sure that your
pet has access to its regular diet
so that it is not foraging for an

outdoor food source that may be
harmful or toxic to your pet.
Foot care
• Dogs walking in snowy areas may
get large ice balls between their
pads, causing the dog to limp. Be
sure to keep ice clear from this
area. For dogs that have a lot of
hair between the pads, keeping it
clipped shorter will help decrease
ice ball formation.
• Cats should not be left out in the
cold for extended periods of time.
Staying indoors is always best.
Salt and chemical de-icers
• Pets who walk on sidewalks that
have been “de-iced” are prone
to dry, chapped and potentially
painful paws. Wash off your pet’s
feet after an outing with a warm
wet cloth or footbath. Applying
some bag balm or Vaseline to the
paw pads at night will help with
chaffing and dryness.
Frozen lakes and ponds
• Animals don’t realize what “thin
ice” is. Once they fall in, it is very
difficult for them to climb out and
hypothermia is a very real and
life-threatening danger. It is best
to keep your pet away from frozen
lakes and waterways.
• When allowed to “skate” with
their human companions, “ice

?

skating” dogs are prone to
injuries such as cruciate tears,
which weaken the knee and cause
lameness. This is also true of icy
walks. Do not allow your dog to
run on slippery surfaces.
Antifreeze Dangers
• Thirsty and curious pets will
lap up antifreeze. Antifreeze
has a sweet taste, which causes
pets to want to drink larger
amounts. Just a few licks of
antifreeze can be fatal.
• Lock up antifreeze containers
and clean up spills immediately.
• If you suspect your pet has
ingested antifreeze you must
contact your veterinarian
immediately since treatment
needs to be started as soon as
possible after exposure.
Arthritic animals
• Arthritis is worse during cold and
damp weather. Take special care
to handle your pet gently, watch
out for icy walks, provide soft
(and possibly heated) bedding and
use arthritis medications and joint
supplements to ease discomfort.
• Never medicate your pet with
human prescription or over-thecounter arthritis medications
without consulting with your
veterinarian first!

There’s Always Something New at Geri’s!

Geri’s Gift Boutique
Tea Parties!

Tea Room:

Includes: Tea, Sandwiches
and Dessert

Party Room:
$75 for two hours

Call ahead for reservations.

Unique gifts
for all
occasions!

• Collector Angels
• Children’s Dreams
• Handmade Items
• Jewelry
• Webkinz
• Harbor Lights
Lighthouses

35914 Green Street • New Baltimore

586.725.0881

Dec. Hours: Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Sunday Noon-4:00 p.m.
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Tips for a Safe Holiday
Season for Your Pets

Make sure that your pets have
a healthy and safe holiday season
by following these tips from Dr.
DiBenedetto of Maple Veterinary
Hospital in Troy, Michigan:
Holly and mistletoe plants are
poisonous to dogs and cats. Make
sure they are kept in places your pet
cannot reach. Remember to pick
up any leaves, blooms and berries
that have fallen and remove any
withered or dried matter that might
soon fall off.
Poinsettias were once thought to
be highly poisonous. The toxicity of
poinsettias is actually quite low but
ingesting the leaves or flowers can
cause stomach upset and skin, eye
and mucous membrane irritation.
Certain varieties of mistletoe
contain toxins that can cause
stomach and intestinal irritation,
diarrhea, and a decrease in blood
pressure and pulse.
Christmas cactus and amaryllis
bulbs are also toxic. If you think
your pet may have eaten parts of a
toxic plant, call your veterinarian.
Symptoms are excessive salivation,
runny nose, watery eyes, skin rash,
breathing or swallowing difficulties,
vomiting or convulsions.
Do not put lights on the lower
branches of your tree. They may
get very hot and burn your pet.
Also, cats frequently get tangled in
the tree lights, which can cause the
cat to panic and knock over your
decorated Christmas tree.
Watch out for electrical cords.
Pets often try to chew them and
get badly shocked or electrocuted.
Place them out of reach. Tip: Run
the cords through PVC piping,
cover the wires, secure wires to
floor, or place them behind or
beneath heavy furniture.
Keep ornaments off the lower
branches. If your dog or cat chews
or eats an ornament, he can become
sick from the materials or paint.
Do not use edible ornaments, or

cranberry or popcorn strings. Your
pet may knock the tree over in an
attempt to reach them.
Unless it’s specifically labeled nontoxic and safe for use around pets,
don’t use spray-on snows or flocking
on a Christmas tree. They are
respiratory irritants when inhaled and
can cause stomach upset if ingested.
Both live and artificial tree needles
are sharp and indigestible. They can
cause both gastrointestinal upset
and pain, as well as interfering with
housetraining.
Use a sturdy tree stand. Use thin
green craft wire or heavy fishing line
to anchor a very large tree to a wall
or ceiling to prevent it from tipping
over. Dogs may jump on the tree
and cats may climb inside the tree,
causing the tree to tip.
Don’t add aspirin or chemical
preservatives to your tree’s water.
These additives can be harmful to
your pet if it drinks the tree’s water.
Use a heavy tree skirt to cover the
tree stand.
Tinsel can be dangerous for
dogs and cats. It may obstruct
circulation if it wraps around a paw
and, if swallowed, it may block
the intestines. Obstruction of the
intestines is an emergency situation
that requires surgery.
Keep burning candles under
glass or place them on high tables
or mantels, out of the way of your
dog’s wagging tail or your cat’s
curious whiskers. Besides the
obvious fire danger, spilled hot wax
can burn skin.
Review canine holiday gifts for
safety. Small plastic toys or bones
may pose choking hazards. Dogs
and cats love to play with ribbon
and cords. If they eat the ribbon,
an emergency surgery may be
necessary to get the ribbon out of
the intestines.
Your pet may want to investigate
wrapped packages; keep them out of
reach. Especially don’t leave gifts of
food under a Christmas tree, before
or after presents have been opened.
An animal can smell things that you

cannot. Whether it’s pet treats, a box
of chocolates or a tray of meat and
cheese, they know when a wrapped
package contains food.
Keep magnetic toys away from
pets. If your pet swallows supermagnets, they may stick to each
other in the abdomen with abdominal
tissue between the magnets. This can
be a fatal combination.
Keep batteries for new Christmas
toys out of your pet’s reach.
Batteries contain corrosives that
can cause ulceration to the mouth,
tongue and gastrointestinal tract.
Don’t give your pet scraps from
the holiday buffet. Cookies and pies,
macaroni salads and stuffing, potato
chips and fancy hors d’oeuvres are
inappropriate foods for dogs and cats
and may make them sick. Consuming
excessive amounts of fat can also cause
serious problems. Eating the skin and

fat from holiday turkeys, hams, bacon,
sausages, hot dogs, fruit cake, plum
pudding or deep-fried foods can cause
stomach upset, vomiting and diarrhea
or even painful conditions like
inflammation of the pancreas.
Other foods that should never
be given to pets include: onions,
grapes, raisins and macadamia nuts.
Onions are especially toxic to cats.
Lastly, take a moment to educate
your children so that they will
know what foods can harm their
pets and what the consequences are
for their pets.
Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in
Troy, Michigan. The hospital website
is: www.mvhvet.com. Dr. DiBenedetto
can be reached at (248) 585-2622 for
other pet related questions.

CHESTERFIELD
29230 23 Mile Road

(just east of I-94 across from Speedway)

(586) 949-3300
Baby Subs

Large Pizza
w/1-Topping

Pizza Slices

All DAY
EVERY DAY

EVERY
DAY

All DAY
EVERY DAY

All Liquor At State Minimum!
10˝ Torpedo Sub
Original Italian

Buy 1 Slice,
Get 1

Buy 2, Get 1

FREE

586-949-3300
Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Exp. 12-31-09

MEAL DEAL!

Large Salad, 12 pc. Pizza
w/1 Topping, 2 Ltr. of Pop

1599

$

add’l toppings
$1.50 ea.
586-949-3300
Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Exp. 12-31-09

FREE

586-949-3300
Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Exp. 12-31-09

12 pc. Square Original
with 2 Toppings

9

$ 99
586-949-3300
Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Exp. 12-31-09

Christmas Party Specials! 24 Hour Notice Please!
• One 3 ft. Italian Party Sub
• One Large Antipasta Salad
• One 12-pc. Family Tray Pizza w/2 Items
• One Large Bag Better Made Chips
• One 2-Ltr. Pepsi or 7-Up Products

5995

$

Feeds
20-30

• One Large 6-ft. Italian Party Sub
• Two Large Antipasta Salads
• One 24-pc. Party Tray Pizza w/2 Items
• One Large Bag Better Made Chips
• Two 2-Ltrs. Pepsi or 7-Up Products

8995

$

Feeds
20-30

Save $10
Save $15
586-949-3300. Valid at all participating locations. Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only. Exp. 12-31-09
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Best ThumbPrint Christmas Cookies Ever!

Basic Cookie Dough

Ingredients:

This dough can be used to make many

Basic Cookie Dough (See Recipe Card on right)

different kinds of Christmas cookies.

2 ounces unsweetened chocolate, melted

Ingredients:

¼ cup unsweetened cocoa

2¾ cups all-purpose flour

1¼ cup sliced almonds, coarsely chopped

¼ teaspoon baking soda

½ cup seedless red raspberry or apricot jam

¼ teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) butter (no substitutions), softened

Directions:

3/4 cup granulated sugar

Preheat oven to 350º.

1 large egg

Prepare Basic Cookie Dough. In step 2, beat in

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

chocolate and cocoa with egg and vanilla extract.
With hands, shape dough by rounded measuring
teaspoons into 1-inch balls. Place sliced almonds in pie
plate or on sheet of waxed paper; roll balls in chopped
almonds to coat.
Place balls 1½ inches apart on ungreased large

Directions:
On waxed paper, combine flour, baking soda and
salt.
In large bowl, with mixer on medium speed,
beat butter and sugar 1 minute or until creamy,

cookie sheet. With thumb or handle of wooden spoon,

occasionally scraping bowl with rubber spatula. Add

make small indentation in center of each ball. Fill

egg and vanilla; beat until well mixed. Reduce speed

each indentation with ¼ teaspoon jam. Bake cookies

to low; gradually beat in flour mixture just until

14 to 15 minutes or until jam is bubbly and cookies are

blended, occasionally scraping bowl.

baked through. Transfer cookies to wire rack to cool.

Follow directions for your choice of cookie.

Repeat with remaining balls and jam.
Store cookies in tightly sealed container, putting
sheets of waxed paper between layers, at room
temperature up to three days or in freezer up

(Recipe originally from

to three months (yields 7 dozen cookies).

Good Housekeeping Magazine)

A Holiday Recipe To Die For
Laura’s Favorite Marshmallow Butter Cream Icing
By: Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Reporter

Note : This is one of those fast and semi-homemade
recipes that will please even the most discerning taste

until smooth. Add the lemon juice, vanilla extract and
confectioners’ sugar, scraping down the sides of the bowl
occasionally and continue to beat on medium-high
speed until smooth and fluffy.
This butter cream icing works well in icing bags for

buds!

more distinct decorating and the marshmallow cream

Ingredients :

gives the icing a nice sheen and silky texture. And, yes,

16 oz. of marshmallow cream

it’s worth the fat and calories to splurge with this icing

1½ cups (3 sticks) real butter

once in a while!

5 teaspoons fresh lemon juice

When I made it, I put this “not low in fat” icing on the

1 teaspoon fresh vanilla extract

Weight Watcher’s “Diet Coke” cake and it was delicious!

½ cup confectioners’ sugar

The Diet Coke cake is a chocolate cake mix with a 12 oz.

Beat the marshmallow cream using an electric mixer
set on low. Add the butter in one inch pieces and beat

can of Diet Coke in it. That’s it. It’s very moist. You can
also use diet 7-Up in a white or yellow cake. Enjoy!
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Attention Business Owners!
A Night Of Holiday
Meeting, Mixing & Eating!

Allen and Diane Kodet are having
their 6th Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk (see our ad on
page 36). Each year, close to 1,000
people tour their 9,500 square foot
log home during the Walk to enjoy
viewing over fifty authentically
decorated Christmas trees, which
are displayed inside the home on
all three levels. The ornaments
represent the entire range from the
1850’s until the present. The log
home, located in Clay Township,
Michigan, has twice been featured in
national log home magazines.
This year, for the first time, the
Kodet’s are planning a special night
(prior to the official opening of the

ABC

Christmas Tree Walk) where all
chamber of commerce members
as well as business owners from
Genessee, Huron, Lapeer, Macomb,
Oakland, Sanilac, St. Clair and
Tuscola Counties can enjoy a special
evening at the home featuring an
advance showing of the Christmas
trees, conversation by the fireplaces,
hors d’oeuvres and refreshments.
The event is being planned for
December 9, 2009 and will take
place from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00
p.m. The cost per person for this
event is $15.00 if pre-registration
is done prior to December 7. From
December 7 through December 9,
or if paid at the door, the cost will

Home & Commercial Services

Lock & Key Division

By appointment only • 586.677.6697

Let us bump-proof your locks!

ABC’s senior locksmith has 15 years experience as a locksmith and security
consultant, 10 years experience troubleshooting and integrating existing
access control systems, stand alone systems and biometrics. He is a
specialist in identifying and replacing obsolete and hard to find replacement
parts. ABC also offers specialties like hand made keys for antique furniture,
master keying, and limited access keys. We offer security consultations
including assessment of perimeter security and upgrade recommendations.

ATTENTION HUNTERS:

Emergency Lockouts

We respond 24-7 and will meet you
Gun safe manufacturers strongly recommend at your home to pick your lock.
No need to break expensive windows
yearly safe maintenance.
or door casings.
ABC Lock & Key Division
can help ensure your
family’s safety.
• Test and inspect
combination
• Lubrication of all moving parts

be $25.00 per person. This special
event is for adults only. Tickets
can be purchased at Foxfire Farm
Country Store at 8061 Marsh Road
in Clay Township or by phone
using any major credit card. To
order tickets, call (810) 794-2300
and ask for Nancy or Diane.
This is a great opportunity to
promote your business. Be sure
to bring plenty of business cards,
brochures, etc. to pass out.
For a sneak preview of the History
of the Christmas Tree Walk, go to
http://www.herbsandflowers.net/
CalendarofEventsforFoxfireFarm.
html and use the “CLiCK HERE
FOR A SNEAK pREviEW” link.

New Customers

$10.00 OFF
Must present coupon on day of payment

Certified • Liability Insured • Member S.P.C.P. & P.M.S

(Society of Permanent Cosmetics Professionals & Permanent Makeup Society)

Serenity Spa • 47210 Hayes Road • Macomb Twp., 48044
• Eyebrows
• Eyeliner
• Lipliner
• Full Lip Color

Two Visits,
Any Procedure

Gift
Certificates Available!
Take advantage of the holiday sale price! Buy now, use later!
Buy a gift certificate at the sale price before 12/31/09.
Expires six months after date of purchase.

New Gentle Soft-Tap Eyebrows
An easy way to have beautiful
eyebrows.

Areola & Nipple Re-Coloring
For mastectomy and other breast
surgery patients.

Corrective Work

On permanent makeup.

(Originally
$700 and up)

Scar Camouflage

Color correction for select scars.

Saline Removals

On permanent make up and “Selective”
body tattoos.

Alopecia & Tearing Clients

Love our brows & eyeliner for facial
definition.
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Algonac/ Clay Township Artist
Creates Unique Pop-up Cards
and Flowers from Paper
By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Diane Bielski-Tercha is an artist
who has lived in the Algonac/Clay
Township area for over 18 years.
Her specialty is making paper
flowers and pop-up cards. Diane
has her cards in shops throughout
Michigan and also has a website
for those who wish to purchase
her cards on-line. Her future plans
include distributing them in nearby
states as well. When I interviewed
her, she was teaching a class of
adults a beginning class in making
pop-up cards at the Algonac/Clay
Township library.
The attendees were thoroughly
enjoying themselves as Diane
taught them to fold, cut, construct
and decorate their cards. Diane had
brought along a sample of some of

A multiservice
company
that
you
can
trust!

the more detailed cards that could
be made once the basic techniques
were learned.
Diane stated that the techniques
she teaches are unique, fun and easy
to learn. Using simple materials
found at home, such as white copy
paper, regular card stock, crayons,
pencils, markers and thread, and
maybe a few purchased items, such
as glitter, beads, or other decorations
that are pleasing to the eye, a person
can create a personalized card that
will certainly be appreciated by the
recipient. Even children can be taught
to make some of the simplest designs
in approximately five minutes.
With Christmas just around the
corner, many people purchase
Christmas cards to send to their
friends and relatives. Making
handmade pop-up cards as a family

Making handmade pop-up cards is a great and inexpensive alternative to expensive
greeting cards.

would be a great and inexpensive
alternative to store bought. Below
are simple step-by-step instructions
for making a simple Christmas
pop-up card. Diane gave this advice
on creating a card, “Remember, this
card is made by you and whoever
you intend on giving it to will
cherish it as a gift of love. Use
your imagination at this time and

be creative! Have fun and enjoy
making your own art.”
For those who would rather
schedule to attend a class taught
by Diane or to browse photos of
the cards and paper flowers she has
created or to purchase some of those
cards, visit her website at http://
sites.google.com/site/sketchitmakeit
or call her at (810) 794-2939.

Is your car feeling a bit

under the weather?
Let us hook you up so a tow truck doesn’t!
 Brakes
 Transmission work
 Drive axle and Ring &

We Can Install
Locking and Posi
Differentials for
That Extra Winter/
Off-Road Traction.

Pinion work
 4x4 Service

Ask About
Our Senior
Discount!

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services Auto Repair Division
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township

810.794.5678

Evening & weekend
appointments available!
State Licensed and Certified
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How to Make a Pop-Up Christmas Tree Card
1. Cut out or trace the Christmas
tree outline on the far right and
enlarge image onto a sheet of
heavy paper, such as card stock
or construction paper.
2. Take a second sheet of heavy
paper of equal size to the first
and set aside.
3. Lay the card that has the outline
of the tree on a flat surface.
Take a ruler and line the edge
of it up against the center fold
line of the card.
4. Use the round end of a paper
clip (or a ball point pen that has
run out of ink) and press it along
the dotted line, carefully scoring
the card all the way from top
to bottom. Score all the other
dotted lines on the card as well.
5. Fold the card completely in half
on the middle dotted line with the
outline of the tree on the outside,
so you can always see it.
6. Carefully cut along the solid
black line of the first segment at
the top of the tree.

7. Fold the first segment at the top
to the tree back against the card,
along the dotted line and crease
with your thumb or finger.

8. Put the first segment back in its
original position.
9. Open the card like a tent and
push the first segment through
to the other side.

10. Fold the card in half again
and carefully cut along the
solid black line of the second
segment at the top of the tree.
Fold the second segment at
the top to the tree back against
the card, along the dotted line,
and crease with your thumb or
finger (just as you did with the
first segment.)
11. Put the second segment back in
its original position.
12. Open the card like a tent, and
push the second segment
through to the other side, just as
you did with the first segment.
13. Repeat the same process with
all of the other segments. When
you are done, turn the card over
and it should look like this:

14. Set the Christmas tree card
aside and lay out the second
piece of paper on a flat surface.
Fold it in half, pressing along
the seam with your thumb.
Open the blank card back up
and set aside.
15. Turn over the Christmas tree card
so the dotted outline is visible.
Put a thin line of glue all along
the left side of the card from top
to bottom. Repeat with the right
side. Do not put glue along the
top and bottom of the card.
16. Carefully position the plain card
on top of the Christmas tree
card, making sure the edges
of both cards match up. The
outside fold of the plain white
card will be facing upwards.
Press the cards together,
flattening them completely.

17. Now, turn the card over, care
fully close and open it. Your
pop-up Christmas Tree card is
ready to be decorated.
Editor’s note: This pop-up card
originally appeared on www.
robertsabuda.com and was
reprinted by permission from the
designer. The directions have been
edited for length.
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Organization Can Get Your Child an ‘A’ in School and in Life
By Lillian Vernon

(ARA) - It takes intelligence,
hard work and dedication to get
ahead in school and in life. I know
how hard it was for me when I
moved to America and had to learn
the English language and fit in at
school. Later, I started my own
business which presented a whole
new set of challenges. I could not
have done any of these without
organizational skills.
When my children were growing
up, I observed that most parents
placed great emphasis on grades yet
overlooked organizational skills.
These important life skills should
be taught at an early age. Children
today are challenged with more
homework and responsibilities than
ever before, and since many parents
work, less time is spent together.
To become self sufficient, children
must learn to organize themselves.
When it comes to excelling in
school, organizational skills are just
as important as reading, writing and

arithmetic. Here is some advice I
gained from years of organizing
myself and my children:
• Your child’s room should
have a workplace that is cheerful,
comfortable, well lit, and conducive
to studying and doing homework.
• Empty your child’s backpack
every night, and then help them
organize all materials and books.
This will avoid lost or neglected
homework assignments, misplaced
papers and important school notices
sent home to parents that can lower
their grades. Have your child carry
a separate homework folder for all
completed assignments. This will
ensure that completed assignments
can be found easily.
• After dinner, discuss short and
long-term assignments and break
them down into a manageable
schedule. A child, especially of
elementary age, can easily become
overwhelmed with work if they
don’t know to prioritize tasks.
• Discuss what books can be kept

at home as references and what
needs to be returned to school.
Misplaced textbooks can impact a
child’s grade and result in fines, or
in some cases, delayed graduation.
A lighter backpack means less back
strain.
• Set aside a specific time each
night to complete homework.
Encourage your child to develop
a routine. Don’t force a child to
complete homework right after
school. Children need time to rest
after a long day at school. Have
a snack break or play date with
friends before starting homework.
• Teach your child to set aside
school clothes and pack all
belongings the night before. This
will reduce worrying about locating
misplaced school materials or
being late for the school bus.
As a parent, you should always
be supportive and interested in
everything your child does. Make
time to listen and let them know
you care about their feelings and

Home & Commercial Services

concerns. Children need constant
nurturing to develop their selfesteem. When my children were
growing up I always tried to build
their confidence with positive
reinforcement. If you encourage
them, they will succeed!
Editor’s Note: Lillian Vernon
is the founder of Lillian Vernon
Corporation, a 52-year-old
national catalog and online retailer
that markets gift, housewares,
gardening, Christmas and
children’s products in seven
catalogs titles, two Web sites and in
14 outlet stores.

Computer
Repair Division

Our Rates for Computer Repair

The Computer Repair Division of ABC Home & Commercial Services
offers a variety of services at reasonable rates. We service all PCs,
laptops and desktops, our facility or yours. Below are some of the
services we offer.
Spyware/virus removal
Scan suspected machine for threats to your security

Security and performance check
Antivirus/antispyware install or update
Tune up system/speed up system
Internet security settings check (pop-ups/phishing)
Computer Tune-up – recover lost speed due to running programs, etc.

Networking
Wireless or wired computer

Configure Email
Printer Installation
Printer installation, troubleshooting or cleaning
Data Backup or Transfer
Using customer supplied device unless on CD/DVD

Software Installation, Hardware Installation
Software Problem Troubleshooting
Hardware Troubleshooting
Operating System Installation
From scratch (customer to provide required software licenses required)

Computer Cleaning
For cleaning without any other service, cleaning included with other services

Technology or Networking Consultation
Ask us your toughest questions

Custom-built laptop and desktop systems
based on required specifications for machine

Initial On-Site Computer Set-up
Computer Pick up and Drop off: No charge within 5 mile radius.
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Christmas Traditions Around the World
If you had grown up in a country
other than the United States, have you
ever wondered how you would be
celebrating Christmas this year? Take
a quick trip around the world and see
what you would be saying instead of
“Merry Christmas” and what kind of
traditions you would be observing.
Remember though, that Christmas
is a Christian holiday and many
countries also have people of other
religious preferences who wouldn’t
be celebrating Christmas at all.
India – Shub Naya Baras
You would decorate a banana
or mango tree, light small oilburning lamps for decorations and
take beautiful red flowers to the
churches. You would give presents
to your family and to people less
fortunate than yourself.
Russia – Pozdrevlyayu s prazdnikom
Roozhdestva is Novim Godom
You would say special prayers and
fast, sometimes for 39 days, until
January 6th (Christmas Eve) until the
first evening star appears in the sky.
Then you would eat a twelve course
supper in honor of each of the twelve
apostles. Babushka, an old woman,
would bring presents to the children.
Scotland – Nollaig chridheil huibh
Your big celebration would be
on New Year’s Day. It is called
Hogmanay. Christmas day itself
would be celebrated by having a big
bonfire and dancing around it to the
playing of bagpipes. Bannock cakes
made of oatmeal would be eaten.
Vietnam – Chuc Mung Giang Sinh
You, as a Christian, would be in the
minority as other religions are more
prominent. At midnight, you would
attend Mass and then return home to
eat chicken soup if you were poor, or
turkey and Christmas pudding if you
were wealthy. Shoes would be left out
on Christmas Eve to receive presents.
New Zealand – Meri Kirihimete
You would be getting ready for
your summer holiday, as this is the
summer season where you live. You
would be buying presents, going to
parties, and preparing for trips to the
beach. Your traditional Christmas
dinner would be roast turkey with
vegetables and sauces, and a rich
fruity Christmas pudding with
brandy sauce for dessert.
Brazil – Feliz Natal
You would be creating a nativity scene
or Presepio in your home. Papai Noel

would arrive in silk clothing due to the
summer heat and would bring gifts.
Dancing, singing and festivities would
continue until January 6, which is referred
to as Three Kings Day. Fireworks and
huge “Christmas trees” in the major cities
would be displayed, having been totally
made out of electric lights.
Greece – Kala Christouyenna
On Christmas Eve you would
find small boys arriving at your
door, singing Christmas carols and
playing drums and triangles. You
would reward them with dried figs,
almonds, walnuts, sweets and small
gifts. You would fast for 40 days
and then feast on roast pork and
loaves of christopsomo or “Christ
Bread.” You would receive very few
presents, but instead, would give
gifts to hospitals and orphanages.
China – Kung His Hsin Nien bing
Chu Shen Tan
If you were Christian, you would
decorate trees with colorful paper
ornaments that resemble flowers,
chains and lanterns. Stockings
would be hung so that Dun Che
Lao Ren, or Christmas Old Man,
could fill them with gifts and treats.
If you were non-Christian, you
would celebrate the Spring Festival
and have delicious feasts and pay
respects to your ancestors.
Guatemala – Feliz Navidad
You would be watching an elaborate
procession of several religious statues.
At the end of the parade would be
an image representing God. Manger
scenes would be displayed in churches
and public arenas, with the Christ
child being added on Christmas Eve.
The midnight mass on Christmas Eve
is called the Mass of the Rooster.
England – Merry Christmas
You would decorate a Christmas
tree and watch plays performed by
people called mummers, who would
put on masks. Your gifts would
be brought by Father Christmas.
The day after Christmas would be
celebrated as Boxing Day, because,
traditionally, boys would go around
collecting money in clay boxes.
When the boxes were full, they
would break them open.
Ethiopia – Melkin Yelidet Beaal
You would celebrate Ganna on
January 7. This celebration takes
place in ancient churches carved
from solid volcanic rock and also in
modern churches that are designed
in three concentric circles. Men and

boys sit separately from girls and
women. Candles are given out as you
enter the church and will be used in
rituals that may last up to three hours.
You would probably only receive
simple presents, such as clothing.
Finland – Hyvaa joulua
You would be helping everyone
in the family in giving the house
a very good cleaning in readiness
for Christmas. There would be
lots of baking of special treats
in preparation for the festive
season. Fir trees would be cut and
decorated. Your main dish for your
Christmas dinner would be boiled
codfish mixed with allspice, boiled
potatoes and cream sauce. Santa
Claus would come in person, with
his elves, to distribute presents.
Argentina – Feliz Navidad
You would be going to church
with your family and then coming
back for a family gathering. After
midnight, you would participate in a
toast and then the adults would dance
while younger people would go out
to see the fireworks. Your house
would be decorated with red and

white garlands and Father Christmas’
boots would be placed at the door.
Africa – Een Plesierige Kerfees
If you lived in the Congo, you
would be helping out with the annual
Christmas pageant. Christmas day
would begin with groups of carolers
walking to and fro throughout the
village. You would carefully choose
the clothes you would wear to the
worship service. The most important
part of the service would be the love
offering, where each person will
bring a gift and lay it down on a
raised platform near the communion
table. After the service, you will
eat outside on a table in front of
your home, sharing your meal with
intimate friends.
Japan – Shinnen omedeto.
Kurisumasu Omedeto.
You would probably not be a
Christian, but would still decorate
your home with evergreens during the
holiday. You would give each other
gifts. A Buddhist monk called Hoteiosho, who acts like Santa Claus,
would bring presents to your home.
Some think he has eyes in the back of
his head, so you would try to behave
properly, thinking he might be nearby
and watching you!

www.thefirehouseongratiot.com

50% Off
All Appetizers

3-6 p.m. Everyday!
With coupon. Expires 1/2/10

Large One-Topping Pizza,
Antipasto Salad,
$
95
Large Pitcher
of Domestic Beer

21

With coupon. Expires 1/2/10

Buy One Lunch or Entrée and Get
One of Equal Or Lesser Value

50% Off
With coupon. Expires 1/2/10

48925 Gratiot Avenue (at 22 Mile Road)
Chesterfield, MI 48051

586.949.1717
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Collecting Christmas Tree Ornaments
By: Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

My own fascination with
collecting Christmas ornaments
began with an inherited love for
this festive season. As a child my
favorite part of Christmas was not
seeing what Santa had placed in
my stocking, nor was it opening the
presents under the tree on Christmas
morning, but rather it was the day
that the boxes containing Christmas
ornaments came down from the attic
and my sister and I were permitted
to help unwrap each ornament from
its protective layer of tissue paper
before it was carefully hung upon
the tree.
As we unwrapped, each ornament
seemed more beautiful than the
previous one. The ornaments were
from all different periods in time,
some having been handed down
from our grandparents, some having
been the first ornaments our parents
had when just a young married
couple.
And then, of course, there were
those extra special ornaments – the
ones we had been allowed to choose
ourselves. Every year at Christmas
time it was a family tradition to
travel to Bronner’s in Frankenmuth
to partake in all of the Christmas
glory that store had to offer. The
best part of that whole trip was that
my sister and I were able to choose
one ornament for our very own. No
limits – whatever we wanted. The
decision to choose a blown glass
ballerina, a man on the moon, or
a tree top angel was totally ours.
Those yearly ornaments became the
most special of all when, in future
years, we unwrapped them and gave
each a special spot on the tree.
Later on in life, as a young
married person, I inherited most of
the ornaments I had helped unwrap
as a child when my parents moved
to Florida and no longer put up a
Christmas tree. About this time I
also started collecting older and
antique ornaments at garage sales,
at flea markets and, sometimes,
at antique shops, when the price
was right. After building up a
substantial collection, I found that
I was wanting to know more about
how certain ornaments were made,
where they were made, when they

were made and, of course, what their
value was. That is when the research
began. And now, twelve Christmas
ornament collector’s books later, I
have become somewhat of an expert
on the history of the Christmas tree
ornament.
I would like to share with the
readers of ThumbPrint News some
of the more interesting types of
ornaments that a person might run
across who is interested in collecting
them. I have purposely left out
the value of these ornaments, as
it changes constantly with the
economy, the supply and demand,
and even with the part of the
country where it is being appraised.
Also the buyer must beware as
ALL of the types of ornaments that
I am mentioning today have been
reproduced and it is often almost
impossible for someone other than
a true expert to tell the difference
between them.
Here are some of the more unique
types a collector might encounter:
Candy Containers
One of the earliest
decorations for a
Christmas tree were
edibles – home made
candies and cookies that
were placed on the tree
for the enjoyment of the
children. As early as the
1880’s, advertisements
for these containers
appeared in magazines
and newspapers. Some were
fashioned as decorated cones with
handles to hang on the tree, while
others were more of a candy box.
Scrap Ornaments
From the
Civil War
until the late
1900’s, a
scrapbook
craze swept
across
America.
Almost
every woman and child kept
a scrapbook. The German’s
perfection of the printing process
led to a vast array of embossed
chromolithographs, which were
used in greeting cards, calling cards
and calendars. Many of these were
cut out and added to scrapbooks. By

the late 1890’s, the printers made the
figures with mirror-image reverse
sides, which could now be pasted
together and used as decorations on
the Christmas tree. Of course, these
were embellished with tinsel, ribbon
and other items.
Dresden Ornaments
Collectors of Christmas ornaments
often regard discovering a Dresden
ornament
a highlight
of their
collecting
efforts.
Made
primarily
from
cardboard,
they
acquired the name “Dresden” as the
majority of them were manufactured
in or near Dresden, Germany,
between 1880 and 1910. There are
both flat and three-dimensional
Dresdens, which often represent
people, animals and household
objects.
Pressed Cotton Ornaments
Some of
the older
ornaments
that have
withstood
the test of
time the best
have been those manufactured from
pressed cotton. Most of these were
fashioned from the mid-1870’s
to the early 1900’s. The cotton
ornaments that have disappeared
can be mostly attributed to the fact
that, although they did not break,
they were often hung on the lower
branches of the trees and children
would take them off and use them
as toys!
Kugels
Kugels were
one of the very
first blown
glass balls that
were produced
for Christmas
trees, appearing as early as 1848 in
advertisements. They are extremely
heavy compared to the blown glass
ornaments of later years and range
in size from under one inch to 14
inches in diameter. They were
produced in a wide range of colors

and color effects the price, with red
being the most rare.
Blown Glass Ornaments

In 1870, a leading glass factory
owner in the village of Lauscha in
Germany perfected, with the help of
a pharmacist, a new silver coating
recipe that was able to replace
the heavy liquid lead used to line
Kugels. This new process led the
way to lighter ornaments and ones
that could be blown into molds.
The molds took the shape of almost
every item imaginable and became
a cottage industry in the town of
Lauscha that brought the people out
of misery and poverty. Almost every
family there was involved in the
process of ornament making up until
the turn of the century. Today, these
are some of the most reproduced
ornaments. However, they are also
some of the most intriguing of all
ornaments on an antique tree.
The classifications above are only
a small sampling of some of the
unique Christmas ornaments that are
waiting for the collector to discover.
If you are truly interested in
collecting Christmas ornaments,
or in just seeing a complete
representation of ornaments
throughout time, you must visit
Foxfire Farm’s Sixth Annual
History of the Christmas Tree Walk
in Algonac, Michigan. All of the
above ornaments highlighted in this
article, plus thousands more, are on
display from December 12 through
December 23, on over fifty trees
inside a 9,500 square foot log home.
It is absolutely amazing to view this
collection and everyone who visits
finds ornaments they remember as a
child. The hardest thing is always to
decide which tree and ornament is
the favorite.
Editor’s note: Please visit pages 19
and 36 in this issue of ThumbPrint
News for complete details on
the Sixth Annual History of the
Christmas Tree Walk.
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The tradition began in December of

2004 when Al and Diane Kodet opened
their 9,500 square foot log home to
the public to view over 30 decorated
Christmas Trees, each done with a
different theme or from a different
period in history. The ornaments,
decorations and other holiday displays
offered each visitor to the home an
insight into Christmas history from the
1850’s until the present.

That first year there were over

800 visitors. Each year since then the
numbers have increased, with many
families now making the History of the
Christmas Tree Walk a yearly tradition.
This tradition continues, with over 50
trees now on display! New items are
added every year! This year, Santa
Claus will be at the home on December
12, 18, 19 and 23. You can have your
family picture taken with Santa Claus
in a home setting.

Page 19

Start your own tradition! Enjoy dinner at

Club Capri and The History of the Christmas
Tree Walk, all for one low price.
Before Dec. 1
Adult
Child (ages 2-15)

Dinner Only
$12.00
$ 6.00

Christmas Walk Only
$10.00
$ 5.00

Combo Walk and Dinner
$20.00
$10.00

Dec. 1-23
Adult
Child (ages 2-15)

Dinner Only
$15.00
$ 8.00

Christmas Walk Only
$12.00
$ 6.00

Combo Walk and Dinner
$25.00
$12.00

Tickets bought can be used any night from December 12 through
December 23. Dinner is from a special menu at Club Capri. Call ahead
for your choices.

Club Capri

Italian Cuisine

6343 Dyke Road

Waterfront Dining
Algonac, MI 48001

810.794.7431

Reservations & Carry Out
Club Capri was begun in the early 1950’s by a gentleman by the name
of Mario. At that time, the restaurant was called Capri, named after the
Isle of Capri in Italy. Homemade pastas were featured on Wednesdays
and Mario would make the pasta himself on a special pasta-making
machine in front of the restaurant’s
customers. Mario sold his fresh pasta for
99¢ a pound. He also featured hand-tossed
pizza and fish and chips. In 1996, Mario
passed away and the current owner’s
of Club Capri are carrying on the timehonored traditions started by him when
the restaurant first opened.
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Tuesdays

saTurdays

All You Can Eat
Lunch Buffet
Roast Beef Dinner 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

7

Food & Spirits

51083 Washington Street
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586.725.4866

6

$ 99

$ 99

Includes Soup or Salad
Beverage Purchase Required

Call for Details
Menu Will Vary

every day
Lunch
Soup &
1/2 Sandwich

sunday nFL TickeT
Open for Lunch & Dinner
Tues.-Sat. 11:00 a.m.-Midnight
Sun. Noon-Midnight
Closed Monday

4

$ 99
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ABC Septic Service - A Green Company Protecting Your Drinking Water

A division of ABC Home & Commercial Services, a multiservice company that you can trust!
• Tank Cleaning
• Repairs
• Installation
• Inspection
• Service Contacts
• Home
• Commercial

ady
Get re r
u
for yo
y
holida
s!
visitor

A septic tank is a holding tank that is designed
to accept the waste produced by a household
(800-1500 gallons average per tank depending
on the tank size). The liquid is the most
important part of a tank function. The liquid is
energized with billions of rich anaerobic (good)
bacteria that live, breed and feed on the solids
that come into the tank from your home.
If a tank is pumped completely out, you
are removing all the good liquid, and in less
than a week, the tank will be filled again
from standard household use (shower, toilet,
laundry, dishes, etc.). The state of Michigan
estimates that a person will use 60 gallons per
person per day. If a four person household
uses 240 gallons a day multiplied by seven
days, that equals 1,640 gallons. A tank will,
on average, fill back up in less than one week.
Only a small amount of liquid goes to the field
each day. The rest remains constantly in the

tank and holds the good anaerobic bacteria
that continually eat the solid waste.
If there is a problem with your system, it
may be one of five things for 95% of most
gravity-fed systems:
1) Blockage from the home to the inlet
2) Build up of solid material because
anaerobic bacteria may have been killed
off from household chemicals (cleansers,
bleach, etc.) that may require more
frequent removal
3) Blockage or broken baffle from the outlet
to the field
4) A plugged filter
5) The field
The field can become oversaturated due to
heavy rains or poor drainage, which can cause
the tank to fill back up as we are pumping it.
This liquid needs to be removed for proper
tank function, which will incur an additional

charge. A normal working system needs
only the scum and solids removed (that the
anaerobic bacteria cannot consume), but
the option is up to the consumer. If pumped
completely, start-up bacteria should be used
to help jump-start the system again. This can
take a long time. A healthy system needs the
billions of bacteria to consume the solids
entering the tank. This keeps the tank function
working properly.
Call ABC Septic Services at (810) 794-5678.

New Customers

$10.00 OFF
Must present coupon
on day of payment
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LOCAL ROOTS: Rising Star
Continued from Page 1

Julianne’s sultry voice and
singing style was influenced by
the likes of Patsy Cline, Jennifer
Nettles (from Sugarland), Kathy
Mattea, Wynonna and Mary Chapin
Carpenter. But one of her personal
favorites is Martina McBride.
Julianne states, “I won many local
contests doing her songs before I
became a performer myself.”
Julianne only began singing
professionally six years ago, but has
quickly gained a huge following.
During Julianne’s five years as the
lead singer for the Detroit country
group Redhill, she helped the group
achieve numerous Detroit Music
Award nominations, including the
group winning the 2007 DMA for
Outstanding Country Recording. She
has shared the stage with country
music greats Willie Nelson, Trisha

A Belated
Christmas Gift
By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Dave Gillis’ father playing with Dave’s train
set on Christmas Eve, circa 1952.
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Yearwood, Gretchen Wilson, Charlie
Daniels, Clay Walker, Kelly Pickler,
Eric Church, Rodney Akens, Joe
Diffie and Billy Ray Cyrus. One of
her most memorable performances
occurred this past May, when
Julianne performed as a solo opener
for John Michael Montgomery at
DTE Energy Music Theatre.
Julianne has also performed
the national anthem for numerous
sporting teams, including the
Detroit Red Wings and the Detroit
Tigers. She is currently in her eighth
season as the “Official Voice of the
Icehawks”, the Port Huron IHL
hockey team. She can be heard
singing for them on December 2, 12
and 20 at the McMorran Auditorium
in Port Huron. Julianne can also be
seen at the Raven Café in Port Huron
on December 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Some of Julianne’s most
recognized songs include, “It Ain’t

Over,” “Hold On To Tonight,”
“Your Day Will Come” and “No
Place for a Lullabye.” These songs
are available for purchase as MP3
files on her website.
In November, Julianne released
a video for her song, “No Place
For A Lullabye,” which addresses
the growing number of homeless
women and children in the country.
Julianne says, “I’m a single mother
as well and I know firsthand
how difficult surviving can be in
this economy. There are many
people that are not as fortunate
and they’ve slipped through the
cracks. Please help your neighbor.”
On Julianne’s website, the MP3
file of this song sells for $1.99
and Julianne is donating $1.00
from each sale to Safe Horizons,
an organization based out of Port
Huron, whose goal it is to partner
with the community to eliminate

It’s been more than 40 years
since he left us, but I still remember
him. How could I not? He was my
father and although I knew him for
less than half of my life, he was an
influence in many ways.
It’s sad to think that he had
so little time to fully experience
God’s great gift of life. My dad
died of a heart attack shortly after
his forty-ninth birthday. He never
knew what we refer to as “golden
years,” a time in life to reflect on
the joys and challenges of the past.
He didn’t get a chance to hold most
of his grandchildren or to witness
them grow and become adults.
This year will mark the forty-first
Christmas without him.
I think Christmas was a special
time for my father, although he
would rarely outwardly show
it. I believe he found more joy
in watching his children at this
special time of year. And, although
finances were almost always a
problem, he and my mother made
sure the children had a great
Christmas. That’s probably because
they didn’t experience that type of
holiday themselves as children.
I can recall my paternal
grandmother telling me how
difficult it was during the Great
Depression and for many years
thereafter. She and my grandfather

raised their family on a farm and,
although they didn’t lack food,
she couldn’t afford the simplest
of necessities, such as a spool of
thread. I can only image what
Christmas was like for their five
children. But, they may not have
realized just how poor they were
because others were experiencing
the same thing.
Some of my earliest recollections
of Christmas center on my father’s
insistence that he be in place in his
oversized chair before we were
allowed to enter the room where
our presents were placed around the
decorated tree. Seeing the look on
our faces was obviously one of our
gifts to him. Some of the presents
received by my siblings and me
were made by dad. I learned later
that Santa’s workshop was in his
garage and that he spent several cold
nights there crafting special toys.
I was the only boy in a family of
five children, so the male-oriented
gifts I received were appealing to
my father as well. He made sure
that I had the type of toys he lacked
as a child and could now play with.
I recall the set of boxing
gloves I received one year and
his demonstration of how to use
them. That resulted in me getting
a bruised eye, crying and my
mother becoming irritated with

domestic violence, sexual assault
and homelessness. The video was
filmed in Port Huron.
Julianne, the small town girl
from Jeddo, Michigan, is quickly
becoming a force to reckon with in
the world of country music. When
asked how she sees herself ten
years down the road, she replied,
“Hopefully living in Nashville,
writing songs with other great
songwriters. I think I’ll perform
as long as there’s an audience
that’s willing to listen. I’ve been
inoculated by the music bug. It
doesn’t go away.”
Our readers can follow
Julianne’s rise to the top, as she
shares her thoughts, experiences,
successes and new releases in the
blog she writes for her website.
Julianne’s website is www.
juliannemusic.net.
Dad. I remember another year,
too, finding my Lionel train fully
set-up on the dining room table
Christmas morning. I, but mostly
my dad, played with it all morning.
A photograph given to me by my
mother years later showed that he
and my uncle had their share of time
on the small tracks the night before.
Those are great memories and
I’m so glad I still have them after
all these years. Dad and I weren’t
especially close, but the special gifts
I received and was able to share with
him, because we were the guys in
the family, mean so much more to
me now than they did so many years
ago. There is one gift, however,
we never really exchanged or were
able to share and I have thought of
it often during the last four decades.
It’s the word love.
I am often reminded of a thought
shared by American journalist David
Grayson when he said, “Looking
back, I have this to regret, that too
often when I loved, I did not say so.”
My sincere recommendation to all
readers of this essay is that if there
is someone you love and haven’t
expressed it, say it today. Tomorrow
may be too late.
So, Dad, my Christmas gift given
a little late is simply to say “I love
you.” I know now that you meant
to say it, too.
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Algonac Dedicate’s the Newly Renovated Veteran’s Memorial
By Laura Irwin
ThumbPrint News Staff Reporter

In a solemn and tearful ceremony, the renovated
Veterans’ Memorial in Algonac on the shores of
the beautiful Saint Clair River was dedicated on
Veterans’ Day 2009.
Many veterans, family of veterans, VFW
members and local citizens attended this ceremony.
The local police blocked off the road so the
ceremony could be held in proper respect for
those who have and are now defending American
freedom.
The VFW and the city of Algonac have dedicated
many months tirelessly planning and selling
engraved brick pavers to raise the money needed.
More work is planned and will hopefully be
completed by Memorial Day 2010. It is planned
that the names of all of the servicemen and
servicewomen from Algonac, Clay, Ira and Wapole
Island will be engraved on the monument.
The engraved pavers and a bench for each branch
of the military have been added to the existing
memorial, including a bench for the Pow-Mia
which states on the back, “Bring them home or
send us back.”
Nancy, a VFW member and local school crossing
guard, was there for the ceremony with her
daughter.
Heads were bowed in prayer for all of the
soldiers in all branches of the military and the
persons in attendance were asked to never forget
the enormous service and true honor due our
veterans for their courage. An additional prayer
was said in the Native Tongue by Charles, a local
Native American.
Al White Eye, a Native American veteran of the
173rd Airborne Division of Vietnam read a poem
for loved ones who have moved on. “Some gave
all . . .” he began.
Ada Smith, who is a 50 year ‘veteran’ of
Algonac, Michigan, was in attendance. She has
three engraved stones at the memorial, one for her
father, one for her brother-in-law and one for her
son, who died of cancer in 2001.
A young couple just starting their military service
as airmen, Rob Lynch and Natasha, also made it
a priority to be there. They have been serving for
one year and Rob’s dad is a chief in a branch of the
military.
Several children from a local school were there to
witness this historic event. They were thanked and
told that, believe it or not, they would one day be
old and could look back and say, “Hey, I was there
that day.”
T.J. Fernandez (one of the many Fernandez
family members there that day) was taking pictures
and wearing, with pride, a family t-shirt dedicated
to all of his family members who have served this
country.

As this reporter stood next to John Morrison, a
Navy Corpsman in Vietnam in 1968, both of us
sniffled and wiped our eyes as each new prayer
and memorial was read. Most touching of all was
a letter about an actual account of a wounded and
dying soldier who, after hearing that all medivacs
were being recalled due to heavy fire, thought that
he and his unit were going to die that day. Then, as
the world began to fade, he heard the blessed sound
of the helicopter blades and spied an unarmed
Huey coming in to rescue them – not just once, but
over 30 times to get the men to safety. The pilot, a
decorated war hero, died at the age of 80 this year
and no one heard about him on the television or in
the news.
Finally, at this dedication on Veteran’s Day in
Algonac, Michigan, this unsung hero was getting
the long overdue recognition, along with all of
the other men and women who served or who are
currently serving in any branch of the military. The
beautiful, bright day filled with sunshine gave its
blessing to them and to all in attendance.
The VFW and the city of Algonac have dedicated many months
tirelessly planning and selling engraved brick pavers to raise the
money needed to renovate the Veterans’ Memorial in Algonac.
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General
TAXSLAYERS Professional
Income Tax Services. Call today
for an appointment. (810) 7945678.
MI ON SITE AUCTIONS LLC.
Home & small business auctions/
liquidation. Call for a free
consultation. (586) 447-6545.
www.mionsiteauctionsllc.com
riding lessons and horse
training. Michigan State
University trained. Please call
Dawn at (734) 790-0511.
Just For You Creative Interior
Painting. Residential and office
painting, wallpaper, faux finishing,
concrete staining, cabinetry
and woodwork. Free expert
consultation. justforyoupainting.
com. Licensed and Insured
contractor (810) 841-5447.

Home & Commercial Services

• Animal Control • Auto Repair • Computer Services • Deck Maintenance
• Fire/Flood Restoration • Graphic Design • Grass Cutting • Green Turf Services
• Gutter Cleaning • Heating & Cooling • Landscaping • Locksmith Services
• Painting & Staining • Pest Control • Portable Toilets • Pond Services
• Power Washing • Roof Cleaning • Septic Services • Small Engine Repair
• Sprinkler Services • Tax Services • Tree/Shrub Maintenance & Treatment
• Window Washing • Much More!
Toll Free: 877-794-5678

Fax: 810-794-3288

Web: www.abcbees.com
Email: abcbees@comcast.net
Licensed & Insured

Call our Window Washing Division and we’ll make your windows sparkle!
Our professional window washers will clean your windows inside and out!

Let your horse be a horse
and save on boarding fees!
Pasture board on 10 acres.
Starts at $150. Tripod Acres
(810) 326-0360 or deafdogdoc@
hotmail.com

Experienced salesperson
wanted for selling ads and
classifieds for ThumbPrint
News. Position will require both
days on the road and days
in the office. Need reliable
transportation as person that is
hired will be using own vehicle
when on the road. Salary and/
or commission to be earned
will be discussed during the
interview process. 8061½
Marsh Rd., Clay Township.
(810) 794-2300.

Home & Commercial
Services

www.abcbees.com
email: abcbees@comcast.net
Licensed & Insured

Total Pest Control • Wildlife Control
• Pond Treatment • Septic Tank
Services • Lawn Services
• Tree & Shrub Treatment
• Ornamental Plant Care
• Portable Toilet Rental • Property
Maintenance • Computer Repair
• Heating & Cooling

A Better C hoice
877.794.5678 Phone
810.794.3288 Fax

A Better Choice
ABC
Home & Commercial Services
www.abcbees.com
email: abcbees@comcast.net
Licensed & Insured

877.794.5678 Phone
810.794.3288 Fax

• Total Pest Control • Wildlife Control • Pond Treatment • Septic Tank
Services • Lawn Services • Tree & Shrub Treatment • Ornamental Plant
Care • Portable Toilet Rental • Property Maintenance • Computer Repair
• Heating & Cooling

Foxfire Farm

Help Wanted
Experienced florist for
high-volume floral shop. Shop
open seven days a week. Need
to be able to make funeral
arrangements, corsages,
every day arrangements and
holiday pieces. Only highly
motivated individuals need
to apply. Room to grow into a
management position. Foxfire
Farm Floral Shop, 8061 Marsh
Rd., Algonac. (810) 794-5108.
Salary based on experience
and will be discussed during
the interview process.

ABC

Floral & Gifts
www.herbsandflowers.net

• unique designs
• professional florists
• personalized service
• fresh flowers & plants
• satisfaction guaranteed
• holiday & everyday gifts
• full wedding planning
• all occasions

8061 Marsh Road
Algonac, MI 48001
866.794.5108

Caribbean Cruise
Anchorville Carnival
8
Days/7
Nights
February 12, 2011
TravelSince
1983

Conditions Apply

Starting at $280

586-725-1780

Gift Certificates Available!
email: anchorvilletravel@ameritech.net
9836 Dixie Highway Post Office Box 107
Anchorville, Michigan 48004
www.anchorvilletravel.com

Add your business card to this page

• balloons
• gift baskets
• sympathy gifts
• greenhouse
• pet & farm animal
supplies
• delivery 7 days
• nationwide
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Misc. For Sale
yard broom: Parker Arlington
Model AS8636. Like New. $175
or best offer. Call (586) 9460085.
Fire Wood Face cord $50. Will
sell campfire bundles. Call Dean
at (810) 397-6270.
Two yard dump truck box,
for 1 yard pickup truck. Has
hydraulic pump and ram – no
motor. $250 or best offer. Call
Keith at (810) 614-8038.

www.QualityGunCases.com
Rifle Cases – Shotgun Cases - Pistol Cases
Handgun Vaults – Game Cameras

BUSY COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL LOCKSMITH
COMPANY in Algonac, Michigan.
Includes equipped Ford stretch
van, numerous key machines,
$180,000 in stock. Owner
retiring, asking price $70,000
firm. (810) 794-3712
1952 Ford Panel Truck,
restorable project. Has 383
Chrysler engine. (810) 6148038.
Wanted: 1976-1993 one-ton
4WD trucks, any condition
considered. Call (810) 6148038.
Looking for hardtop to CJ8
Jeep Scrambler. (810) 6148038.
World War II jeep parts
wanted. Willys MB and Ford GPW.

ThumbPrint Graphics

Typographical solutions for your print needs
• brochures
• newsletters
• manuals
• flyers
• posters
• powerpoint
• banners
• advertising
• logo design

ThumbPrint Graphics

810.794.2300
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
Clay Township, Michigan

EAT. PARTY. SHOP. Discover the
possibilities with Tastefully Simple.
Reorders, Parties, Recipes.
Katie Kodet, Independent
Consultant. (810) 824-8983.
tastefullykatiek@yahoo.com.
(810) 614-8038.
2001 FORD ESCORT ZX2.
Excellent condition, loaded:
all power, sun roof, 5 CD/AM/
FM/cassette plus SIRIUS radio.
Brand new winter tires, 35 MPG.
$3900. Located in Algonac. Call
(248) 245-1016.

ty·pog·ra·phy \tī-’pä-gre-fē\ n. The design, theory, and art of creating characters for printing.

Add your business card to this page

30 days print &
online starting at
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Thumb Area Activities & Events for December 2009
Lapeer - Dec. 5

Light Up Lapeer Annual Christmas
Parade. 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the
downtown area. The parade features floats,
bands and the jolly old elf himself, Santa
Claus! Mrs. Claus will be there too!
If you have an activity or event in
January that you would like listed in
the January issue of ThumbPrint News,
please email it to ThumbPrintNews@
comcast.net by December 11, 2009.
There is no charge for the listing.

Editor’s note: Before traveling
beyond your home town to attend
any of these events, please call
ahead for any changes in dates or
times or for any cancellations.

Imlay City - Dec. 7-12

Friends of the Library Book Sale. Ruth
Hughes Memorial District Library, 211
North Almont Ave. Get a great deal on
thousands of books! Stop by the library
to get a great deal on classics, bestsellers,
children’s books and more! A membership
to the Friends of the Library is available at
any time. Call (810) 724-8043 for hours and
more information.

9:00 p.m. Take an active part in making
a difference in your St. Clair County
community. Please join us for this nonpartisan meeting. Also meeting at the
Port Huron Library Meeting Room, 210
McMorran Blvd. from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
on Wed., Dec. 16. For more information call
Candy at (586) 725-0357.

Algonac – Dec. 5 & 6

Holiday Open House, from 10:005:00 p.m. on both days at Foxfire Farm’s
Country Store and Floral Shop, 8061
Marsh Rd. Come and get your Christmas
shopping off to a great start with the best
selection of Christmas gifts, ornaments and
decorations in the area! Food, fun, and great
pre-Christmas sales. Wreaths, roping and
real Christmas trees for sale. Preview our
holiday floral arrangements and pre-order
for great savings! Children come in and
decorate a Christmas ornament for FREE
while parents shop! (810) 794-5108. www.
herbsandflowers.net.

Marysville – Dec. 6
Harrison Township – Dec. 7
Flint – Dec. 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18,
19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, 29, 30

Christmas 2009 at Crossroads, Crossroads
Village and the Huckleberry Railroad,
6140 Bray Rd. Light up your holidays the
old-fashioned way. 4:00-9:00 p.m. Last
ticket sales are at 8:30 p.m. for Village Only
Tickets. This holiday fantasyland features
thousands of sparkling lights and Michigan’s
most spectacular moving light display, the
Huckleberry Railroad. The entire village
is aglow with colored lights and more
lights decorate the railroad’s locomotive,
coaches and trackside displays. Costumed
villagers prepare for the holiday season in
the village’s homes and shops. The Colwell
Opera House presents live entertainment
and Santa Claus talks with the children. See
model trains, craft demonstrations, holiday
music and unique shopping opportunities.
This is a delight for all ages.

Flint – Dec. 10

“Ask the Lawyer” Community Seminar.
Free legal advice from the Genesee County
Bar Association. Flint Public Library,
1026 E. Kearsley St., 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Monthly seminar – this month’s topic is
“Child Custody and Visitation.” Must preregister at (810) 232-6000 or online at www.
gcbalaw.org. Refreshments will be served.

Christmas for Kids 2009. A benefit for
Care House and the Macomb County Bar
Foundation, together helping child victims
of sexual and physical abuse. 5:00 p.m.10:00 p.m. Mac & Ray’s, 30676 North River
Road. Tickets are $75.00 per person. Please
make checks payable to MCBF and mail
payments to Care House, 131 Market St.,
Mount Clemens, MI 48043. For more
information call (586) 463-0123.

Lake Orion – Dec. 5

Orion Christmas Parade. Billed as the
second largest night parade in Michigan
and approaching the tenth year, the parade
is hosted by the Orion Area Parade Group
and winds through the Village of Lake Orion
after dark with an abundance of colorful
holiday lighted floats. 6:00 p.m.

Rochester – Dec. 6

Christmas Parade, downtown area, 2:00
p.m.-4:00 p.m. This will be the 58th year of
the largest parade in Michigan. Mr. and Mrs.
Santa Claus will be appearing and it will be
broadcast on WXYZ TV Channel 7.

2nd Annual Merchant Cookie Walk. Event
is held in the downtown area. Call Pam Semp
at (989) 479-3321 for more information.

Canned Food Drive to benefit the United
Methodist Church Food Pantry. Cans and
boxed foods can be dropped off at Bayside
Salon, 7215 Dyke Rd. Call (586) 725-1279
for more information.

Port Hope – Dec. 31

Port Huron – Dec. 2

Chamber of Commerce New Year’s Eve
Dance. For more information call Bernie
Marsh at (989) 428-3200.

St. Clair – Dec. 6

All You Can Eat Breakfast Buffet. St.
Clair Knights of Columbus, 3501 Rattle Run
Rd., 8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., $6.00 per adult,
$5.00 per senior, children 5-13 $4.00, under
5 is free.

Algonac – Dec. 10

Algonac – Dec. 1-23
Harbor Beach – Dec. 12

All You Can Eat Bacon, Egg and Pancake
Breakfast. Marysville Masonic Lodge, 1569
Michigan Ave. 8:00 a.m.-noon. Adults are
$5.00, children 4 and under are free. For
more information, call Al Johnson (586)
907-7125.

St. Clair County Members of Campaign
for Liberty Meeting. Acheson Meeting
Room, 514 McMorran Blvd. 7:00 p.m.-

Annual Christmas Concert, Algonac-Clay
Library, 2011 St. Clair River Dr. 6:30 p.m.
Features the mountain dulcimer band, River
Strings. Call (810) 794-4471.

Port Huron – Dec. 11 & 12

The Nutcracker Ballet. Dec. 11, 7:30
p.m. and Dec. 12, 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
McMorran Auditorium. Tickets are $20, $15
and $10 and are available at the McMorran
Box Office or Ticket Master. Call (800)
586-6166 or (800) 985-6166 for more
information. On Friday evening there will be
an Afterglow Party including beverages and
hors d’oeuvres in the McMorran Lounge. A
cash bar will be available.

Tickets are also available at the door. Santa
Claus will be at the home on Dec. 12, 18, 19
and 23.

Port Huron – Dec. 31

First Night. This event is a family
oriented New Year’s Eve celebration with
live entertainment for all ages at several
indoor venues in downtown Port Huron.
The entertainment is selected to appeal
to all ages, with a bonfire at 10:30 p.m.
and fireworks at midnight. 6:00 p.m. until
midnight. Cost of an admission button is
$10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children and
students over 5 and children 5 and under
are free. For more information visit www.
firstnightph.org or call (810) 984-9760 or
(810) 385-7053.

Sandusky – Dec. 4

Lighted Implement Parade. Downtown
area. The parade is designed to capture
the spirit of Christmas in Sandusky’s rural
area. Farm implements and vehicles with
elaborate decorations and displays of
lights start to line up for the annual event
at 5:00 p.m.

Lexington – Dec. 5

Christmas Tree Lighting & Merchant
Candle Walk. Santa arrives at 7:00 p.m. in
the downtown area. Other activities include
a sing along, trolley rides, entertainment
and shopping. The event is sponsored by
The Lexington Business Association. www.
lexingtonmighigan.org. Call (810) 359-7434
for more information.

Lexington – Dec. 5

Christmas Bazaar – Helping Families
In Need. 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Veterans’
Hall - 1 1/2 miles north of the Lexington
light on the west side of M-25. There
will be designer purses, Avon, Mary Kay,
Tupperware, crafts, candles and more!!!
20% of proceeds will be donated by the
vendors to help local families in need over
the Christmas holiday.  Event is sponsored
by The Lexington Business Assoc. www.
lexingtonmichigan. For more information
call Sandy at (810) 359-2501.

Algonac – Dec. 12-23

Sixth Annual History of the Christmas
Tree Walk, every night from 6:00 p.m.-9:00
p.m. Over 50 Christmas trees decorated with
ornaments from the 1850s until present,
all displayed inside a 9,500 sq. foot log
home that was twice featured in national
log home magazines. Shuttle leaves from
Foxfire Farm Country Store for a two mile
ride to the home. Shuttle runs continuously
from 6:00 until 9:00 p.m. Tickets are $12.00
per adult and $6.00 per child and are good
for any night the Walk is open. Tickets are
non-refundable. Tickets can be purchased
at Foxfire Farm Country Store, 8061 Marsh
Rd., Algonac, or by calling 810 794-5108.

Caro – Dec. 3-9

Fourth Annual Gingerbread Village.
Many community events planned for each
day. For more information, please contact
the Caro Chamber of Commerce at (989)
673-5211 or visit www.carochamber.org.

Cass City – Dec. 5

Christmas in the Village. This is a townwide festival with a chili cook-off, craft
show, lighted Christmas parade, visits with
Santa and Mrs. Claus, crafts for kids and
drawings for kids and adults. Sponsored by
the Cass City Chamber of Commerce. Call
(989) 872-4618 for more information.

December 2009

Page 27

Christmas Traditions ABC Portables
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Apostles
Babushka
Bannock
Boots
Boxing
Carolers
Celebration
Christmas
Christopsomo
Codfish
Fireworks
Ganna
Garland
Gathering

Hogmanay
Mango
Midnight
Monk
Nativity
Offering
Pageant
Presents
Presepio
Procession
Pudding
Rooster
Shoes
Turkey

Editor’s note: To find the
significance of each of the
words above to a Christmas
tradition and to the country to
which it belongs, read the article
“Christmas Traditions Around
the World” on page 17 of this
edition of ThumbPrint News.

For your portapotty needs!

Available in ADA, Standard and Family Size Units!

By the dayk
By the wee th
By the mon






Weddings
Parties
Family Reunions
Community Events
Graduation Parties

810.794.5678
New Customers

$10.00 OFF
Must present coupon
on day of payment

ThumbPrint News Contest

Each month, ThumbPrint News will be printing a photo of an
object or a place for our readers to identify. If you think you know the
answer, email us at thumbprintnews@comcast.net and put “Contest”
in the subject line. All correct answers received by the 15th of the
month will be entered into a drawing for a $25.00 gift certificate to
Foxfire Farm Country Store at 8061 Marsh Road in Clay Township.
The winner will be announced in the next month’s edition as well as
information about the object or place. The photo on the right is of last
month’s object. Doug Stier of Ray Township correctly identified the item as an oldfashioned rope making machine and is the winner of the drawing.
This month we are asking
the question, “Where is it?”
Identify the location of this
object in the photo on the
left. We need to know what
road it is on and the name of
the city and county. Send an
email to thumbprintnews@
comcast.net if you think you
know where this object is.
All correct answers will be
entered into a drawing for a
gift certificate to Foxfire Farm
Country Store. Good luck!
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What Happened On This Day in History?
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

December
On this day in 1959, the
first color photo of Earth
was taken from outer space.
On this day in 1840, William
H. Harrison was elected
President of the United States.
On this day in 1952, the
first television program
was broadcast in Hawaii.
On this day in 1978,
Pioneer Venus 1 went into
orbit around Venus.
On this day in 1908, the
first football uniform
numerals were used (University of
Pittsburgh).
On this day in 1963, The
Beatles began the tradition
of releasing a Christmas record for
their fans.
On this day in 1987,
Gorbachev arrived in the
United States for a summit meeting.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

On this day in 1886, the
American Federation of
8.
Labor (AFL) was formed by 26

craft unions.
On this day in 1965, A
Charlie Brown Christmas
premieres.
On this day in 1915, the
1,000,000th model T Ford
was assembled.
On this day in 1951, Joe
DiMaggio announced his
baseball retirement.
On this day in 1858, the
first Canadian coins were
circulated (1 cent, 5 cent, 10 cent
and 20 cent).
On this day in 2000, Al
Gore conceded the
presidential election and George W.
Bush was named President of the
United States.
On this day in 1977,
Saturday Night Fever,
starring John Travolta, premiered in
New York City.
On this day in 1997, the
San Francisco 49ers retired
Joe Montana’s #16.

9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

On this day in 1888, the
Dutch painter Vincent van
23.
Gogh cut off his left ear.
On this day in 1997, it was
the first time that a
24.
Channukah candle was officially lit

On this day in 1970, the
first successful landing on
16.
Venus was made by the U.S.S.R.
in Vatican City.
On this day in 2004,
On this day in 352, it was
President Bush signed
17.
the first definite time that
the Intelligence Reform and
25.
Christmas was celebrated on
Terrorism Act of 2004 which

December 25.
On this day in 2004, an
earthquake, the greatest in
over 40 years, struck the Pacific
Ocean near Sumatra and triggered
a massive Indian Ocean tsunami
that killed as many as 266,000 in
coastal regions of Asia and Africa.
On this day in 1932, the
Radio City Music Hall
opened in New York City.
On this day in 1945, Congress
officially recognized the
Pledge of Allegiance.
On this day in 1997, Hong
Kong began slaughtering all
of its chickens to prevent the bird flu.
On this day in 1963, Let’s
Make A Deal debuted on
NBC-TV.
On this day in 1961, the
Beach Boys first performed.

reorganized intelligence
agencies and created the
position of a national security
director.
On this day in 1976, Wonder
Woman premiered on ABC.
On this day in 1971, CBS
aired The Homecoming: A
Christmas Story, which
introduced the Waltons to
television viewers.
On this day in 2005, the
New York City union
members shut down the subway
and bus services for three days.
On this day in 1969, Diana
Ross made her final TV
appearance as a Supreme on the Ed
Sullivan Show.
On this day in 1958, “The
Chipmunk Song” reached
number one on the charts.

26.

18.
19.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

20.
21.

22.

“DMI sales
Certified
Professional

dmillc@yahoo.com

Your Home Electronics Specialist
Free Delivery & Free Basic Setup on Televisions!
We Sell:
• Televisions
– Samsung
– Panasonic
– Mitsubishi
– Sony
– Sharp
– Toshiba
– And More!
• Projectors & Screens
• Multi-Room A/V Systems

• Speakers
– Triad
– True Audio
– Definitive Technology
– And More!
• Media Servers
• A/V Receivers
• A/V Furniture/Mounts
• Custom Remotes
• Generac Generators

personnel are
knowledgeable and
friendly. Their prices
are competitive with
all “Big Box” stores
and the service is
more personal.

”

Call now for
installation by
Christmas!

Holiday Special!

We Install:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Home Theater
Lighting Control
Multi-Room Audio/Video
TV Wall Mounting
In-Wall/Ceiling Speakers
Pre wire/Retrofit
General Generators
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ABC Home & Commercial Services
Heating & Cooling Division

a multiservice
Furnace
Inspection
&
Furnace
Cleaning
Inspection & Cleaning

$ 89.00
-$ 10.00

$

New
Customer
Discount

79

Includes:
• Check and clean all motors
(oil as needed)
• Check heat exchanger
• Check burners
• Check all electrical components
and thermostat
• Check safety and limit controls
for proper operation per
manufacturer’s specifications
* Parts and filters not included

company that you can
Airtrust
Conditioning

Schedu
l
your fa e
cleanin ll
g!
Combo Special!

*Must schedule both services
at the same time to receive
this discount

Includes:
• Inspection/cleaning of both
furnace and air conditioning units

We service all makes
and models of heating
and cooling equipment
– residential and
commercial. Our service
rates are $65 an hour
(one hour minimum).

Inspection &

Purchasers of highly efficient
Cleaning
heating, cooling,
and water
heating equipment can take
tax credits of up to 30% of
installed cost for purchasing
qualifying equipment. These
New
credits are available for
systems placed in service Customer
Discount
from January 1, 2009, through
December 31, 2010. There
is a $1,500 cap on the credit
per home, including the
amount received for insulation,
windows, air and duct sealing.
Contact Karl at
(810) 794-5678 to
take advantage of
these tax credits
now!

$ 89.00
-$ 10.00

Ask About
Our Senior
Discounts!

Call
810.794.5678
email us at abcbees@comcast.net or visit us on the web at www.abcbees.com
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Visiting a Senior? Keep the Flu Germs at Bay.
(ARA) - Schools with only a
third of the students sitting in
chairs, offices sending out notices
to employees asking anyone with
a fever or cough to please stay
home, and hand sanitizer stations
popping up everywhere; the signs
are very visible this year that flu
season has arrived.
Seasonal and H1N1 flu viruses
are making big headlines. And
while everyone has the potential
to catch either variety, senior
citizens tend to suffer more from
the complications of flu.
It’s a good idea for everyone
– including caretakers of senior
citizens – to get the flu shot.
And there are many other ways
to help prevent the spread of
viruses from one person to
another. If you provide care, or
even just frequently visit with
a senior, pay attention to their
living environment to make
sure it is safe and protects your
loved one from viruses. And
make sure you take care of
yourself as well, so you don’t

pass on the germs.
Seniors are more vulnerable
because they spend time with
grandchildren, get out and
explore new activities and visit
with friends and family. The
Center for Disease Control
recommends everyone over
the age of 50 get a yearly flu
vaccine because the flu can be
more serious and even deadly
for seniors. About 36,000 people
die from flu complications
annually, and of those deaths, 90
percent are age 65 or older.
In addition to getting both
the seasonal flu vaccine and the
H1N1 vaccine, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
recommends the following steps
to help protect your health:
• If you are sick with flu-like
symptoms, stay home for at least
24 hours after your fever is gone
– unless you need to get medical
care.
• Even if you aren’t sick,
keep your home stocked with
a supply of over-the-counter

medicines, alcohol-based hand
rubbing solution and tissues, so
that if you do start experiencing
symptoms, you don’t need to go
out and to purchase supplies.
• Wash your hands every day
with soap and water – or if this
isn’t available, hand sanitizer.
• Avoid close contact with
sick people.
When you are visiting a senior
citizen in senior home care,
make sure they have supplies
on hand and are practicing good
personal hygiene. Do they have
a squirt bottle of soap next to
every sink in their house? Do
the counters and bathroom sinks
get cleaned frequently? Are
tissues available next to chairs in
every room?
Remember, seniors may
not pay attention to basic
preventative measures when
it comes to viruses. But by
practicing good health habits
yourself, you can help keep
them from getting sick from
the flu.

Estate Planning & Preservation
• Did you know estate taxes can be as much as 45%?
• Are you concerned about a disabled child’s care after you’re gone?
• Take a tax advantage Now for a charitable gift when you’re gone.
• Are you worried about outliving your current income?
Jeff Kodet can help you get all the answers
to these questions today.
Call for a no obligation appointment
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How to Minimize Winter’s Impact on Your Arthritis Pain
(ARA) - You’re not just imagining
it – you really can feel winter’s chill
in your bones, especially if you’re
among the 45 million Americans
who have arthritis. Coping with
this often debilitating disease can
be even more challenging when the
weather turns cold, making joints
feel even more stiff and painful.
In fact, rheumatoid arthritis that
first appears in the winter or spring
may be more severe than arthritis
that emerges in summer and fall,
according to a French study of
arthritis patients. In addition to cold
temperatures associated with winter,
viruses – which are more prevalent
during winter – may play a part in
the increased severity of winteronset arthritis, the study concluded.
But winter’s chill shouldn’t drive
you indoors until the spring thaw.
Just the opposite, says the web
site AthritisToday.org. Walking
outside in the winter has many

health benefits for arthritis sufferers,
including helping to burn calories
and helping you to feel positive and
motivated. Plus, inactivity is often
associated with an increase in pain.
So how can you stay active and
manage your arthritis this winter?
Here are a few tips:
Stay warm and dry
Dampness and cold exacerbate
arthritis pain. Dress warmly and
avoid dampness. If you live in
an area with particularly damp
weather, equip your home with a
dehumidifier to take excess moisture
out of the air.
When walking outside, wear
warm, waterproof footgear and
gloves. Layer your clothes for
warmth and breathability, and
choose fabrics that wick moisture
away from your skin.
Stay active
“Use it or lose it” definitely applies
to arthritis sufferers. Exercise can

help keep joints moving, strengthen
muscles connected to joints, preserve
bone health, and improve your
overall health and fitness, according
to www.Arthritis.org, the Web
site of the not-for-profit Arthritis
Foundation.
If you are less active during winter,
arthritis can cause even the smallest
movement to be painful. Maintain
your prescribed exercise regimen,
under your doctor’s guidance, as
much as possible during winter
months. The movement will help
fight off the stiffness that cold
weather brings to your joints.
Get help
See your doctor regularly throughout
the winter and consider using aids that
are designed to help ease arthritis pain
in the colder months.
Keep to your diet
Our diets tend to become
“heavier” in colder weather as our
bodies instinctively crave warmth-

generating and fat-building fare
to help us stay warmer. But it’s
important to maintain a healthy diet
throughout the winter. Controlling
excess weight, which puts undue
strain on already sore joints, is a
key element of managing your
arthritis. Also, talk to your doctor or
a qualified nutritionist about what
nutritional supplements might be
helpful in minimizing your pain.

Washington Life Center – December Special Events
403 N. Mary Street, Marine City • (810) 765-3523
Editor’s note: Washington Life Center
is the new name for the former Cherry
Beach Senior Center. The new name
was adopted when the center moved
from its former location to its current
location in the former Washington
Elementary School.
• December 1 – Program: Hospice,
What is It? 10:45 a.m. Free to
members, $4.00 for non-members.
• December 3 – Program: Park
Ranger in the Smokey Mountains.
10:30 a.m. Free to members,
$4.00 for non-members.

• December 4 – Program: Intuitive
Empathy, What Your Energy
is Saying About You. Speaker
is Carla Warden. 7:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served.
Everyone is welcome.
• December 10 – Warming Station
after the Marine City Santa Parade.
Mrs. Santa will be there with hot
coffee for adults and hot cocoa for
children and cookies for everyone!
The gift shop will be open.
• December 11 – Dinner, Movie
and a Snack. 5:00 p.m. The movie
is The Christmas Card. $5.00 for

Whatever conflict you face, we can help...

American Mediation & Foreclosure Services

Let us help you stay in your home!
• Community • Family • Foreclosure • Adult Guardianship
• Divorce • Marriage • Business • Victim/Offender
call toll free

877-586-2515

Jane Lehman, Owner

810-333-3442
Fax 810-597-4159

e-mail: janelehman@hotmail.com

www.americanmediationandforeclosure.com

•
•

•
•

members, $9.00 for non-members.
Please call by December 9 to make
your reservation.
December 14 – Port Huron Center
Choraleers will visit for a morning
of holiday music. 10:30 a.m.
December 15 – Annual Christmas
Dance Program. 12:15 p.m. Come
see the line dancers, cloggers and
tappers.
December 22 – Christmas Music
Extravaganza with Riki and Dave
Nutting. 10:30 a.m.
December 23 – Christmas Party.
10:30 a.m. Anyone wishing to

participate is asked to bring a $1.00
gift marked “man” or “woman”.
Come and join all of the fun.
• December 29 – Program:
Mediation, What Is It? Speaker
will be Colleen Brinker from
Lakeshore Legal Aid. 10:30 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.
If you would like to enjoy
lunch at the Washington Life
Center following any or all of
the above programs, please call
the nutrition line at (810) 7654724 at least 24 hours in advance
for reservations.
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FoxFire Farm Country Store

8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township • 810-794-5108

A unique, stress-free shopping experience in a friendly atmosphere!
• Pre-made and Custom Floral
Arrangements
• All Occasion Unique Greeting
Cards
• Holiday Gift Items
• Local and Flavored Honey
• Soy Candles

•
•
•
•

Old Time Signs
Wind Chimes
Bulk Items for Farm Animals
Full Line of Dog and Cat Foods,
Treats and Toys
• Designer Outfits for Dogs
• Kitchen Gift Items

•
•
•
•

Stuffed Animals
Full Line of Gourmet Foods
Old Fashioned Toys
Food and Supplies for Wild and Pet
Birds
• Old Fashioned Candy and Goodies
• And Much, Much More!

Open 7 Days A Week!

Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Holiday Shopping Hours:

Open until 9:00 p.m. Dec. 12-23
Open Christmas Eve until 5:00 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day

5 off

$

Your purchase of $35 or
more with this ad.

Expires Dec. 24. Cannot be combined with any other special offer.
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Why drive up the landfill hill?
Save your tires & money!
Port Huron Transfer Station

Richfield Management
our
t
i
Vis nsfer
a
Tr tion!
Sta

We accept
clean,
recyclable
shingles,
compost,
brush and
miscellaneous
debris.

For all your waste removal needs

• Contractor • Commercial • Industrial • Residential - Household Curbside Service
Business - 2, 4, 6 and 8 yard dumpsters, Rental & Service

4132 Dove Road • Port Huron
Call (810) 364-6539
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Richfield Management, LLC
10, 20, 30 yard roll off containers available for:

Remodeling projects, roofing, demolition waste, cleaning out your house, garage, shed and barns!

Flat Rate Dumpster Rentals - prices good through 12-31-09
Up To 8 Ton

10 Yard Can

275

$
A multiservice
company
that
you
can
trust

Up To 8 Ton

20 Yard Can

350

$

Up To 8 Ton

30 Yard Can

400

$

Up To 8 Ton

40 Yard Can

525

$

Get your motor running!
• Snow Blowers • Snow Mobiles • 4-Wheelers • Chainsaw Repair

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services Small Engine Repair
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township

810.794.5678

Evening & weekend
appointments available!

Boost Your Energy Level
By Leah Lindke
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Have you been feeling tired and
groggy lately? Are you looking for
ways to boost your energy? Follow
these tips and feel your energy increase!
• Drink a glass of water, and then
go for a 10 minute walk. This will
feel refreshing. Remember to drink
lots of water throughout the day. It is
recommended to drink 8-10 glasses
of water per day.
• Skip the coffee and try sipping
ginger tea to pep you up. Add a little
honey if you like.
• Avoid the chocolate bar and
eat a banana instead. Bananas
release energy slower keeping you
invigorated longer.
• Add a few drops of peppermint
oil to a cotton handkerchief. Sniff it
when you need a quick boost.
• If you have any tasks that you
have been putting off, make them top
priority and get them done. You will
feel relief once they are finished.
• Try yoga or stretching for a quick
energy rush. Working out at the local
gym is also a great energy booster.
• Avoid over scheduling social
commitments. This will give you
more time to get the rest that your
body needs. Try to get to bed earlier
than normal a few nights a week.
• Are you feeling tired around
lunch time? Eating more lean protein
at that time and with your afternoon
snack will help to keep your energy
levels steady.
• Take a nap! Make sure your nap
is limited to 10-30 minutes. Anything
longer than 30 minutes can leave you
feeling groggy and possibly prevent
you from having a good night’s sleep.
Try a few of these tips to make
you feel more energized throughout
the day. If you find these methods
do not work for you, make sure you
schedule an appointment with your
doctor.

Lo
c
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Visit your local U-HAUL Dealer at
8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township

ng ce
Lo tan
is
D
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Everything you need for moving at prices you can afford.

866.794.5108

Are you moving? Call the U-Haul center at Foxfire Farm and we’ll help you
get started. We can provide any size truck or trailer for your needs. If we
don’t have one in stock, we can reserve one for you at another location.
We also accept trucks from other U-Haul dealers when you are ready to
turn one in. If you have relatives or friends moving here from another
state, let us take the truck off your hands when you have it unpacked!

U-Haul trucks are chock-full of innovations designed to help you move.
• U-Haul trucks have the most capacity in the industry.
• Lowest deck height.
• Easy Access Cab.
• Lowest, widest EZ-Load Ramp.
• Safety features that our competitors simply don’t have.
• U-Haul saves you money by protecting your possessions from damage,
lowering fuel costs and giving you a better moving experience.

ABC Home & Commercial Services

Interior Painting &
Staining Division
Free Delivery!

Place your order by 7:00 p.m. the day
before delivery and reference code
TPNNOV. Place your order through
www.herbsandflowers.net or by phone at
(866) 794-5108 to be eligible. Minimum
order for this promotion is $39.99. We
deliver to the following counties:
• Genesee
• Macomb • St. Clair
• Lapeer
• Oakland • Sanilac

Foxfire Farm Floral Shop

866.794.5108
Call Toll Free

or visit us on the Internet at www.herbsandflowers.net

Any size job!
•
•
•
•
•

Custom Painting
Faux Finishing
Drywall Repairs
Texture Matching
Water Damage
Repair
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Go Green for Energy Credits
By Cindy Redmann
Tax Consultant

Tick! Tock! Goes the clock! Time is running
out to finish doing your energy efficient home
improvements in order to get your energy credits
for your 2009 tax return. All improvements must be
completed by December 31, 2009 to qualify. ABC’s
Heating & Cooling Division is ready to help you
meet the deadline. Call (810) 794-5108 today.
The energy credit is 30% of the cost of qualifying property (including
installation in most cases) up to a maximum of $1500. The 2009-2010 credit
is not reduced by energy credits claimed in prior years (2006-2007).
Qualifying energy efficient building components include: insulation,
exterior windows (including skylights), exterior doors, storm windows and
certain metal or asphalt roofs that are designed to reduce heat.
Indoor energy efficient items that may qualify are: central air conditioners,
natural gas, propane, or oil furnaces, hot water heaters, and electric heat
pumps and biomass stoves that meet certain performance standards.
Taxpayers may generally rely on a manufacturer’s certification that the
performance standards are met, but the taxpayer should keep a copy of the
certificate with his tax records.
If you have any additional questions about the Energy Credits or other tax
questions, please call Cindy at Taxslayers at (810)794-5678.

TaxSlayers

Professional Income Tax Services
Including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investments
Home Ownership
Home Foreclosure
Health Care Expenses
Retirement Income
Small Business

Military
Stock Options
Self-employed

Call today
for an
appointment!

810.794.5678
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township
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6th Annual
History of the Christmas Tree Walk
Enjoy over fifty Christmas Trees decorated with ornaments
from the 1850’s through the present, all displayed inside a
9,500 square foot log home! Discount tickets are on sale
at Foxfire Farm Country Store and Floral Shop. Tickets
purchased in advance are $10.00 per adult and $5.00 per
child and are good for any night the Walk is open. Tickets
are non-refundable. After December 1, the price of tickets
increases to $12.00 per adult and $6.00 per child.

Shuttle Leaves From
Foxfire Farm Country Store and Floral Shop
8061 Marsh Road, Clay Township
810.794.5108

Santa Claus will be
at the home on
Dec. 12, 18, 19 & 23.

