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What is This?

By Charles A. Homberg 
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

The 250th anniversary of the building of Fort Sinclair is 
being commemorated by the city of St. Clair in 2014. The fort’s 
construction at the mouth of the Pine River was begun in 1764 by 
Lt. Patrick Sinclair. Sinclair was an interesting man who served in 
both the British army and navy during the French and Indian War 
and the American Revolution. In addition to building a fort in St. 
Clair, he also built Fort Mackinac on Mackinac Island. 

Patrick Sinclair was the son of a minor aristocrat in Scotland. 
See PATRICK SINCLAIR, Page 15

The Sinclair’s estate at Lybster Hall was small and the land not 
very productive. Therefore, when the British army went through 
Scotland recruiting men for the army during the Seven Years 
War, Sinclair enlisted as an ensign in the army. In 1759, Sinclair 
was with the 42nd Foot Highlanders when they were sent to the 
Caribbean and fought the French on the island of Guadalupe. He 
was wounded in the fighting, but recovered in time to be sent with 
the 42nd to New York where they fought the French and their 
Algonquin allies. In 1760, he was promoted to Lieutenant. In New 
York, he participated in the naval war against the French. Sinclair, 
the soldier, took a liking to naval warfare and to the lakes of North 
America, so when the 42nd was sent back to the Caribbean in 
1761, Sinclair transferred to the 15th Regiment in order to stay in 
Canada. 

Lt. Sinclair was “loaned” to the Navy Department of the Great 
Lakes at Detroit. He built and commanded the schooner Gladwin, 
which was the first British ship on the Upper Lakes. He sailed the 

See 250TH ANNIVERSARY  Page 14

By Charles A. Homberg
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

In the fall of 1764, the small British sloop Gladwin commanded 
by Lt. Patrick Sinclair sailed into the mouth of the Pine River. It 
marked the beginning of the present city of St. Clair. Two hundred 
fifty years ago the area was a wilderness forested with pine and 
oak trees. 

During the previous year, the French and Indian War ended with 
the French officially giving Great Britain ownership of the Great 
Lakes region. This triggered Pontiac’s Rebellion in 1763, which 
was an attempt by Native tribes to drive the British out of the 
western lakes. It failed, but not before the Native American tribes 
laid siege to Detroit and captured Fort Michilimackinac. Fear of 

future attacks by Native tribes caused Col. John Bradstreet, the 
British Lt. Governor at Detroit, to take steps to protect the water 
route from Detroit to Michilimackinac. Part of his plan was to have 
a fort built on the River Huron, now the St. Clair River. In 1764, he 

YOU DIDN’T COME THIS FAR TO LOSE EVERYTHING.
Estate – Retirement – Wealth Preservation - Nursing Home – Elder Law    

 586-468-6793 . simaskolaw.com 
319 North Gratiot Avenue • Mount Clemens, MI 48043

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Planning for the future is the best thing you can do as you approach 
your golden years. A comprehensive estate plan from Simasko Law 
can do wonders to keep them comfortable and bright. It’s an 
excellent way to preserve your assets and ensure the financial 
security you and your loved ones deserve. Appointments also available in Fort Gratiot, MI

The 250th

anniversary of
Fort Sinclair

The Gladwin docked in the Pine River
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As we continue on with our fourth year of publication, ThumbPrint News strives to 
provide our readers with great articles from our staff and talented columnists and 
guest writers. We remain committed to the type of newspaper we wish to be – a good 
news newspaper.  We also continue to look for ways to improve.

In the past three years, the paper has been available free at our drop locations – 
now numbering over 1000 – and free directly to some homes in our circulation area. 
Recently, we added a website where the paper can be downloaded or read, also at 
no charge. And we added a bonus online only mid-edition. Starting this month, we 
have decided to make another change. Some of our readers who have been receiving 
a complimentary edition directly to their mailboxes will find this note with their latest 
editions:

8061 Marsh Road 
Clay Township, MI 48001

Phone Number: (810) 794-2300
E-mail Address:
 ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
Web site: www.ThumbPrintNews.com
Publisher: Al Kodet
Editor:
 Diane Kodet
 ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net
Advertising:
 Scott Zimmer (Manager)
    Cynthia Schott
Graphic Design:
 Paul Bujak Peter Richard
Newspaper Staff:
 Louise Allen        Ralph McKinch

ThumbPrint News is a bi-weekly 
publication provided free to our 
readers online and is distributed to 
prime locations throughout the Thumb 
area. We encourage our readers to 
support the advertisers who made 
this issue possible. Tell them you saw 
their ad in ThumbPrint News!
ThumbPrint News is not responsible 
or liable for opinions and/or ideas 
expressed by columnists or guest writers, 
or articles not written by our staff.
If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint News 
at your home, send us $2.00 (per issue) 
for shipping and handling and we’ll mail 
a copy to you, or check our website for 
drop locations in your area.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

diane e. xagoraris
a t t o r n e y  a t  l a w

NO AWARD, NO FEE!
ATTORNEY FEE PAID OUT OF THE BACK BENEFITS RECEIVED

you may be eligible for Social Security Disability
or Social Security income!

SICK OR INJURED AND CAN’T WORK?

59057 ROMEO PLANK
RAY TWP. MI 48096

PHONE: 586.992.3561 
 FAX: 586.992.3467

dexagoraris@yahoo.com
lawofficeofdianeexagoraris.com

PORT HURON OFFICE AVAILABLE

CALL
TO SCHEDULE YOUR

FREE
CONSULTATION

NOTICE: 
THIS IS THE LAST COPY OF THUMBPRINT NEWS THAT 

WILL BE DELIVERED FREE TO YOUR HOME AT THIS TIME!
ThumbPrint News will be rotating their free home delivery routes to expose 

the paper to more readers in different areas that are served by ThumbPrint 
News. If you want to be sure to never miss a future issue, you have three
options:
1. You can still get the paper FREE online in its entirety – plus the bonus 
    mid-edition - by going to www.thumbprintnews.com.
2. You can still pick up a copy of the paper FREE at one of our drop loca
    tions in your area. For a list of drop locations go to thumbprintnews.com.
3. Never miss an issue by taking out a paid subscription, which is $2 per    
    issue to cover shipping. Call (810) 794-2300 to subscribe.
By instituting this change, the staff of ThumbPrint News not only is hoping 

that our paper will reach persons who have not yet been introduced to our 
newspaper, but also know it will be advantageous to our advertisers who will 
be assured that each month they will be reaching out to new customers.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but know that by 
providing our readers with three options for reading our paper each month, 
we will continue to gain new readers as well with our rotating areas for free 
home delivery. If you have any questions, please call (810) 794-2300 or 
email me at thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

This is the time of year when some 
people are beginning to start to see big 
black ants inside their homes. Unfortu-
nately, this is a definite sign that there is 
an existing carpenter ant problem coming 
from somewhere inside the home; ants on 
the outside are still not active, due to the 
cold weather. Once the weather warms up 
outside, ants seen may be coming from a 
nest outside of the home.

Carpenter ants are also polymorphic, 
meaning that they have many different 
sizes. This means that the ants in the 
colony range in size from larger workers 
(who forage outside the colony) to smaller 
workers (who work primarily inside the 
colony). Just because you see a black 
ant that is smaller does not mean it isn’t a 
carpenter ant.

With any species of ant, treatment at 
this time is crucial, as the ants have begun 
foraging for food for their young. If you 
see ants of any sort moving in and around 
your home, call ABC Home & Commer-
cial Services at (810) 794-5678 for 
pricing on a proper ant control program.

CA
RP

EN
TER ANT ALERT!

Call
810-794-5678

Call
810-794-5678

Colleen’s Hair DesignersColleen’s Hair Designers
100% GUARANTEE  • COLOR SPECIALIST

• HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

WANTED: OLD TIRED HAIR

3922 PINE GROVE RD. 
FORT GRATIOT, MI. 48059

COUPONS FOR NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY
810-278-1400My childhood dream came true when I opened my salon 30 years ago!

A SMALL SALON WITH A NEW YORK 5TH AVE. FEEL.
$100 SPECIAL$100 SPECIAL

INCLUDES: 
Hair Color, 

Styling Product
Free Shampoo
& Conditioner

COUPONCOUPON

Offer expires Mar. 31, 2014Offer expires Mar. 31, 2014

TWO KID’S
HAIR CUTS FOR THE
 PRICE OF ONE!

TWO KID’S
HAIR CUTS FOR THE
 PRICE OF ONE!
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GOT MICE?

BLUE WATER 
   CLEANING & RESTORATION

Water, Smoke, Fire, Restoration
31 Years Experience

(810) 385-2993FREE
ESTIMATES

Locally
Owned &
Operated

Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery
• Oriental & Area Rugs
• Pet Urine Removal
• Odor Removal

Janitorial Service
• Office Cleaning
• Tile Refinishing
• Wall Washing
• Bonded & Insured

Professional 
Uniformed Technicians

Dry in 2 to 4 hrs

Residential • Commercial • Serving St. Clair and Sanilac Counties

Disaster Restoration
• Water Extraction • Mold Remediation

• Ozone Machine • Sump Pump Overflows
• Sewer Back Ups • Post Construction Clean Up

www.bluewatercleaningco.com
2325 10th St. • Port Huron, MI 48060

Authorized
Applicator

Scotchgard™
Carpet Upholstery

Protector
Veterans
Discount

Quality      Service      Dependable     Price

Insurance
Work Welcome

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426
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By Robert L.Christensen
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Thursdays were special days for farmers 
in our part of Michigan, as Thursday 
was when the Trufant livestock auction 
took place. There were several auctions 
in central Michigan at the time. I know 
there was one in Breckenridge and I think 
another in St. Johns. Livestock farmers 
regularly sent animals to the auction and 
bought animals there.

It was a social as well as commercial 
activity. Farmers met and exchanged news 
and “chewed the fat”. As a kid I absorbed 
this interaction as an almost exclusively 
“guy thing”. I do not remember my mother 
going to the auction, nor do I remember 
women there except as workers in the 
cafeteria and office.

There 
always 
seemed 
to be 
plenty of 
business at 
the auction. 
There 
were many more farms in the 1930 - 50 
era when a medium sized farm in our 
area might have 140 acres and most 
dairy farms had less than 20 cows. The 
majority of farms would have some dairy 
cows. A cow must be made pregnant and 
give birth to a calf for lactation to begin. 
While the biological purpose of the cow’s 
milk production is to feed her calf, on 
the commercial dairy farm, the calf is a 
secondary product. The milk produced for 
the first three or four days after the birth 

of the calf has colostrum, which is not 
saleable, so the calf is allowed to nurse for 
those few days and then separated from the 
cow. So the real purpose for the cow as far 
as the farmer is concerned is to produce 
the milk that can be sold to provide the 
cash income to support the farm and farm 
family.

There were options for calves, which 
relate to the auction. Half of these calves 
were male or “bull” calves. Some would 
be sold as “deacons” (defined later). A bull 
calf could be kept and fed for six months 
or so and sold as veal or castrated and kept 
a bit longer and sold as a “feeder” or fed 
out to a market weight beef animal. There 
were also options for heifer calves. They 
too could be sold as “deacons”. Some 

of the heifer calves from the better 
producing cows would be kept and 
raised to be replacements. They also 
could be raised as veal or to become 
beef cattle. Yearling heifers and steers 
could be sold as feeders to farmers 
who would then grow them out to 
slaughter market weights. The auction 
figured in all of these options as a 

sales outlet for calves, veal, feeders or 
market beef animals.

Many “deacon” calves were sold at 
the auction. They were up to a month 
old, most usually only a week or two old. 
Sadly, their calls from the pens for their 
mothers could be heard in the auction 
barn. There was a ready market for these 
calves as their meat was desired for some 
ethnic groups. It was rumored that (and I 
have no real knowledge of this) the meat 
from these calves was also used to make 

chicken soup. 
Of course calf 
skins were 
also used for 
fine leather 
products. 
Some of these 
calves were 
purchased by 
farmers who 
specialized in 
raising veal 
and feed. 

Other 
animals were 
auctioned 
as well. We 
regularly bought newly weaned feeder pigs 
(10 weeks or so old) to feed and raise to 
market weight (they were not sold in the 
ring). Feeder pigs would weigh 25 to 30 
pounds each. I remember Dad putting three 
or four of these pigs in each 100 pound 
burlap bag to transport them home in the 
back of the car. In six months or so these 
market hogs could weigh 200 pounds. 
They were fattened primarily on corn that 
we raised plus scraps from the garden and 
kitchen. When these hogs reached market 
weight Dad would hire a neighbor with a 
truck to take them to the auction. Dad did 
not keep a “boar” (male) and breed “sows” 
(females) to produce our own feeder pigs. 
A boar when mature could weigh more 
than 400 pounds and eat a lot of feed. In 
addition a boar was difficult to control 
and his meat was not considered to be 
particularly good so he did not sell well in 
the market. 

 Mature cattle were also sold at the 
auction. Some were dairy cows that no 
longer were producing milk well or could 
not be bred to have a calf and thus begin 
lactation. There were, of course, also beef 
cattle like shorthorns, hereford, angus, and 
crossbreds of various types. Here quality 
would be apparent and good beef types 
that had been well fed commanded better 
prices than the dairy steer (a castrated 
male bovine). Market hogs would also be 
auctioned and were often sold in groups 
as were feeder cattle . These were half-
grown cattle that were sold to farmers who 
would feed them to market weights. Bulls 
would also be brought to the auction. They 

were slightly better regarded than the boar 
hog. I do not recall any discrimination 
in the auction between heifers and steers 
when selling beef breed animals. Hence, I 
chuckle when I see a distinction made in 
the labeling in the market or restaurant. I 
have some experience in working in the 
meat trade and cannot easily (if at all) 
distinguish between a steer and heifer 
carcass on the rail in the cooler or cuts in 
the supermarket case.

In the Trufant auction it was less 
common to see sheep sold in the ring, 
primarily because there were not many 
sheep ranchers in our area. Very rarely 
there might be horses. Before the livestock 
auction started there would be an outdoor 
auction where chickens, rabbits, feeder 
pigs, dogs and the like were sold at auction 
or private sale. Sometimes there would 
be pieces of farm machinery, appliances, 
furniture, animals that the owner did want 
to sell at auction, and other miscellaneous 
items. This activity resembled a flea 
market in many respects.

The auction barn had the auction ring 
attached to a long shed building containing 
a large number of pens where animals 
waiting for sale and animals that had 
been sold were held. Animals brought 
for auction would be checked in with the 
owner’s name and identified with an ear 
tag or other marking. After going through 
the auction ring they would be placed in 
the buyer’s pens or even moved directly 
into the buyer’s truck. Commercial buyers 
usually had their own people who would 
take charge of loading the animals into 
the trucks. Movement of the animals 

Billmacdonaldford.com (810) 329-6601
1200 S. Carney Dr. St. Clair

Billmacdonaldford.com

SERVICE ACCESSORIES FULL DETAILING TIRES
       The Works
• Oil Change • Tire Rotation
• Brake Inspection
• Multi-Point Inspection
• Fluid Top Off • Battery Test
• Filter Check • Most Cars up to 5qts.
With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 3/31/14
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With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  Expires 3/31/14

REMOTE STARTER
MOST 
FORD CARS
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$199
$11900

Cars
$13900

SUVs & Vans

GET YOUR VEHICLE DETAILED
Starting at

COMPETITORS TIRE PRICES
Most Major Brands 

MEET OR BEAT

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENTS

THE WEEKLY
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GOT BATS?
was the job of 
the yard crew. 
They opened and 
closed the pens 
and gates, moved 
the animals down 
the alley to a 
weighing pen, 
then into the ring, 
and back out 
to the holding 
pens for sold 
animals. They 
accomplished this 
movement with 
the skilled use of 
canes and push 
gates.

Anyone could 
register as a buyer 
whether a farmer, 
private citizen, or 
representative of 
a slaughterhouse. 
The professional 
buyers occupied 
the front row 
seats with the 
best view of the 
animals. There would usually be six to a 
dozen of these men who were owners or 
representatives of stores, butcher shops 
and slaughterhouses. Most of the bidding 
was done by these people. Farmers tended 
to view the actions of these buyers as 
bordering on collusion. (Farmers always 
were suspicious of the ethics of the 
professional buyers, often feeling they 
were not receiving fair value for their 
animals.)

The auctioneer knew all of the regulars. 
Farmers who brought animals to the 
auction were greeted by name. Of course 
the professional buyers were also well 
known and would be alerted when the 
auctioneer saw a consignment he felt 
would be of particular interest to them. He 
would try to stimulate the competitiveness 
so necessary for an auction.

The auction ring was brightly lit while 
the surrounding tiers of stands were less 
well lit. The air was thick with smoke and 
the smell of animals and men who might 
not have bathed recently. The auctioneer 
was always aware of his audience and 
would occasionally call attention to an 
individual who might have recently had a 
child born or some other event of note. He 
would tell a joke or remark on some bit of 
news during times when there was a delay 
in ushering another consignment into the 
ring. 

 There was a snack bar/restaurant just off 
the auction ring offering coffee, donuts and 
sandwiches. Also just off the auction ring 
was the business office which seemed to 
operate very efficiently. I am not very clear 
about the workings of the financial aspects 
of the auction since I was not personally 

involved. My 
perception is that 
a seller could 
usually have 
the check from 
their auctioning 
of an animal 
fairly speedily. 
Alternatively, 
a check could 
be sent through 
the mail. Of 
course, a buyer 
was expected to 
settle his account 
before the end of 
the auction. 

Obviously 
sick or injured 
animals were 
not supposed to 
be allowed to 
be sold in the 
auction. I am not 
aware that there 
was a veterinarian 
who examined 
the animals on 
arrival. Before the 

auction began, prospective buyers could 
wander through the pen area to see what 
would be coming through the ring. Dad 
knew the auctioneer and most of the yard 
employees. I remember tagging along as 
he would look over the pens with animals 
in which he was particularly interested.

During the 1940s and 50s, before 
artificial insemination, most dairy farmers 
kept a bull for breeding. Occasionally 
a bull would become difficult to handle 
safely and would be replaced by a younger 
version. Sometimes a bull would go 
“mad” and become aggressive toward the 
farmer or farm workers. (Seems something 
like the “must” episodes that occurs with 
male elephants.) When these animals were 
brought to the auction it was immediately 
known. While the usual sounds heard 
at the auction were a cacophony of calf 
bleats, pig squeals, cows bawling, etc., the 
roars of the bull would stand out. They 
would produce a nearly continuous deep 
rumble which would make the air tremble. 
It was clear that the yard workers had a 
great deal of respect for the bulls as they 
were moved from the pen to the auction 
ring and back to the pen area. The front 
row tier of buyers around the ring would 
also move back and higher away from the 
potential reach of the animal should he 
decide to charge.

Auctions may come close to the ideal of 
a perfect market where buyers and sellers 
come together and price is negotiated 
reflecting supply and demand. But if 
there is imperfect knowledge, and sellers 
outnumber buyers, there is potential for 

See WEEKLY AUCTION, Page 21

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC
St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
All E-Classic outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems. 
It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed. 

See your local dealer for more information.

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426
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A Good Deal 
  For A Great Cause (810) 479-9047

EVERYTHING
50% OFF
EXCLUSIONS

APPLY

205 Huron Ave. Port Huron, MI 48060

Helping people with your donated items.
Accepting Donations of quality home goods, decorative items, 

furniture, clothing, jewelry and accessories.

Conquering Employment
Barriers One Job At A Time

Unique

Unique 
New Items In Stock

Also Featuring
Upscale Resale Items

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

Again I have 
attached a photo 
given to us and 
we have no 
information. 

The Cottrellville 
Historical Society 
received this old 
photo found by 
Sue Biscorner of 
Cottrellville. At the 
bottom of the photo 
was written: Mac 
Roberts Landing - 
July 28th, 1903.

 We are 
looking for more 
information on this 
photo or identities 
of the women in 
the photo.

           Pat Runyon
          Secretary
          Cottrellville Historical Society

Dear Editor,
Thanks to a surprise $10,000 

grant, awarded by the Community 
Foundation of St. Clair County in a 
random drawing at its 2012 Annual 
Dinner, the St. Clair County Library 
System is now able to provide 
twenty-six Samsung Galaxy Tabs for 
patrons use throughout the county.

Each library location now offers 
tablets pre-loaded with games 
appropriate for children with no 
Internet access.  This is a fun way 
to familiarize kids with the up and 
coming technology!  An adult with 
a library card in good standing can 
check the tablet out for the child to 
use.  The tablets are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis, may 
be borrowed for a period of up to 
two hours per checkout and must 
remain in the library at all times.  
Each patron who checks out a tablet 
must sign a Borrower’s Agreement, 
accepting responsibility for making 
sure the tablet is returned to the 
Circulation Desk on time and in 
good condition.

With the purchase of the tablets the 
Library is able to take the next step 
in expanding access and increasing 

the digital literacy of our community.  
Library Director Allison Arnold 
said,  “Through this very generous 
donation we look forward to adding 
more opportunities for our patrons 
to experience tablet technology.”  
Library staff has been trained in the 
use and maintenance of the tablets, 
and will be on hand to assist patrons 
of all ages who will be encountering 
this technology for the first time.

So stop in at any of our 11 
locations and ask to borrow one of 
the tablets.  This project is just one 
more way your Library is honoring 
its ongoing commitment to connect 
you to a world of information!

        Sharon A. Smith 

Dear Editor,
I am excited to share that Kohl’s 

is now accepting nominations for 
the 2014 Kohl’s Cares Scholarship 
Program. Kohl’s recognizes kids ages 
six to 18 who have made a positive 
impact on their community through 
volunteerism.

Nominations will be accepted 
now through March 14 at kohlskids.
com. Please encourage community 

members to nominate deserving 
youth and help Kohl’s provide 
scholarship funding to outstanding 
kids in your area.

         Chris Taylor
         On Behalf of Kohl’s

Dear Editor,
I am enclosing a check for $5.00 

for the two newspapers.
I am 72 years old and my parents 

would take all five children in our 
’48 Hudson car for car rides and 

then stop 
for foot long 
hotdogs and 
Nehi Orange 
Drink in the 
late ‘40s and 
early ‘50s. 
Thank you 
for bringing 
the past back.

         Danez Gardiner
         Roseville

“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”

NEW LOCATION
57737 Gratiot Ave. at 261/2 Mile
New Haven 586.749.9585
Kenneth L. White Manager

                                       
1634 Lapeer Ave.

Port Huron 810.985.5123
Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

CREMATION
$995
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GOT SPIDERS?

BioGuardDIMENSION ONE SPAS®

Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059 

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

(810) 385-6063

Financing
Available!

UltraPure &
UltraPure Plus
Management System

84% of the power UltraPure 
uses is returned to the water,

heating your hot tub for FREE! 

Winter Tanning
Special

$5$5OFFOFF
Any Package

CottageLiving
By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

We’ve made it to March! What a winter! 
I often write about taking that little trip 
up north to my cottage to check things 
out and see how the cottage is fairing the 
winter. Well I did, and I thank God that we 
remembered to bring a shovel and thank 
God that I have such awesome year-round 
neighbors that have special equipment for 
this deep snow! All in all, my little cottage 
was still intact, except for a few cracked 
PVC pipes that needed replacing in the 
spring anyway. Who knows what other 
surprises or winter casualties I will find 
once the thaw come (*sigh*). 

The roof is holding its own and I 
couldn’t tell you if the outside covered 
furniture is okay, because we couldn’t 
see any of it under its snowy blanket. I 
am grateful for a cottage that has a good 
electric heating system! There is just 
something about the quiet peacefulness of 
a cold winter’s night in the Thumb area. Of 
course I would prefer a sunny day floating 
on a raft in Lake Huron, but hey, it’s winter 
in Michigan. My cottage area is a little 
desolate this time of year and if you are not 
into winter snow 
sports, there is not 
too much to do, 
except to visit the 
local restaurants and 
poke around some 
of the stores in town. 
Observing how the 
local people handle 
this weather is to 
say at the least very 
impressive. They are 
dressed and equipped 
for the coldest 
temperatures and 

never seem to bat an eye at the snowfall 
amounts, unlike us in the Metro Detroit 
area! 

While shopping in one of the nearby 
markets, I did learn a term that the locals 
have for people like me; I am known as a 
“resorter”! I always inquire about the local 
high school sports teams and ask about the 
upcoming events in town, and I guess I 
can’t hide the fact that I am not a “local”, 
but that’s what I love about the Thumb 
area, the warm welcomes that come from 
the good people who live and work up 
there. Even if I continue to reside in Metro 
Detroit for a while, I will always enjoy 
being referred to as a “resorter” while 
visiting my cottage! 

So, fellow resorters, hang tight! It’s 
March and April will be here soon enough 
and just remember to start getting your “to-
do” list for your cottage ready, because we 
will all be busy at our places up north once 
spring arrives. The spring equinox begins 
at 12:57 p.m. EDT on March 20th! Rest 
assured, nobody will hear me complain 
about how hot it is this summer. I will just 
look back at the pictures on my phone of 
our vehicle stuck in the snow in front of 
my cottage! 

BLUEWATER

FREE Battery and Anti-freeze Check
$1000 OFF Coolant Flush
FREE
$1000 OFF

4080 24th Ave. • Fort Gratiot Township, MI. 48059 
Service Center: (810) 385•4481

DON’T WAIT...THE COLD WON’T!

GET 4
OIL

CHANGES
FOR $7000

THAT WORKS OUT TO BE
$1750 EACH

SERVICE INCLUDES AUTHENTIC 
MOPAR OIL AND FILTER

ACT NOW! GREAT DEALS
ON NAME BRAND TIRES

EXPIRES 3/31/14

Service Saturdays
Open 8AM - 1 PM

BLUEWATER

EXPIRES 3/31/14

EXPERT TECHNICIANS • COMPETITIVE PRICES
New/Used Full Service Dealership

www.bluewater-chrysler.com

Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
Some restrictions apply

GUARANTEED AUTO FINANCING
CREDIT PROBLEMS?

IN HIGH FINANCING NOW?
WE CAN HELP

NEW/USED VEHICLES

KITCHEN/BATHS • BASEMENTS • DOORS/WINDOWS
FLOORING • DECKS/PAVERS & MUCH MORE!

(586) 531-934920% OFF
With this ad.
Expires 4/30/2014

Call For 
FREE Estimate
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By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

Thumb Birds, I recently discovered a 
place you just have to visit – the Marietta 
Museum of Art and Whimsy, 2121 North 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, Florida. It was 
a cool (by Florida’s standards) day in 
February and the rain was prohibiting us 
from a day at the beach when we decided 
to check this place out. All I can say is that 
this place makes a person smile from ear 
to ear.

Marietta Lee, the Founder, Curator and 
President of the Museum, loved “going 
to outdoor art shows and discovered a 
variety of American artists with fresh, 
colorful, creative and upbeat ideas. There 
was a sense of freedom and pride in their 
work. They were true small business 
entrepreneurs. An artist herself, Ms. 
Lee, thought it would be fun someday 
to bring all these people together to 
display their work for everyone to see.” 
(quoted from the Museum website, www.
whimsymuseum.org). She opened the 
museum in 2010 with the following 

thoughts in mind:
Marietta has certainly done that – and a 

whole lot more. Best of all, this museum 
is free (donations are gladly accepted and 
appreciated.) Visit the museum website 
for hours and days that it is open and other 

INDOOR GOLF

4 Golf Simulators • Driving Range on Simulator • 80+ Courses
$1 FF

Per person with coupon.

SANDTRAPS INDOOR GOLF
17 17th St. Port HuronOR

Book Your
Party
Today!Hours

Mon-Wed 12-8 
Thurs-Sun 8-8

17 17th St.
in Port Huron 

www.sandtrapsindoorgolf.com

Call to Book a Tee Time

interesting information. And, enjoy some 
of the pictures I took when I recently 
visited. You can see what a fun place this 
really is!  

Editor’s note:  f you have not yet joined our 
Thumb Bird group and would like to do 
so, the only requirements are that you live 
or have lived in the Thumb of Michigan 
and that you now spend part or all the 
year in Florida. Email us your name and 
addresses in both Michigan and Florida, 
your phone number, and an email address 
where we can contact you. The purpose of 
this group is to share ideas, places to visit, 
restaurants, etc. that have to do with our 
Florida experiences and to occasionally 
get together in both Florida and Michigan 
to talk about all things Michigan and 
Florida. Email your information to 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net .

Our Mission is to operate an 
extraordinary art and whimsical 

Museum for the public by collecting, 
preserving and exhibiting works of 
artistic and whimsical importance, 
to educate our visitors about our 

culture, history, and environment and 
to inspire, challenge, and nurture 

creative expression, and lift our spirits.
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GOT BED BUGS?
 

1504 MILITARY ST • PORT HURON, MI 48060 • (810) 985-4082 • thssportingcenter.com

S T O R E  H O U R S : M O N D A Y- S A T U R D A Y  9 - 6 ;  S U N D A Y  1 0 - 4

THS SPORTING CENTERTHS SPORTING CENTER

Great Gifts for the whole family! Guns, Bows, Jewelry, Guitars, Electronics & MORE. 
The Hock Shop & Sporting Center is Port Huron's entertainment destination.

BEST DEALS on Flat Screen TV's!

Instantly turn Gold, Guns, Bows, Laptops, TV's and Musical Equipment into CASH! 
It's confidential and secure. Don't want to sell it? Pawn it for cash on the spot!

Prices good through 4/30/2014. Quantities are Limited.

& SPORTING CENTER

The Hock Shop is Blue Water’s Pawn Super Star! We have
been serving the people in the Blue Water area for more

than 25 years. It has been under new ownership since 2008.

ROCK RIVER

GREAT LAPTOPS
$10000 & UP

HAWKE HK3252
3-9X40 DEER PASS

OPERATOR 3 

Reg $1029.99
Reg $17999

PARKER BUSHWACKER PKG
BOWTECH OVERDRIVE

OR 360

BEAR APPRENTICE III
15”-27” DRAW LENGTH
15-50 DRAW WEIGHT

KIMBER HANDGUNS
LARGE SELECTION

GREAT USED TV’S
$6000 & UP

2014 
AUTHORIZED DEALER

GUNS
TRADE IN

TRADE UP SALE
$20.00 more with this ad

Offer Good until 4-30-2014

$36999$36999 $94999$94999 $29999$29999

$9999$9999$79999 - $139999$79999 - $139999$99999$99999
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GRAND
OPENING

LOCATED ON POINTE TREMBLE ROAD 

IN ALGONAC

Coupon Expires: 3/31/2014.
*One coupon per purchase. Offer not valid
in combination with any other offer.
Valid only at Taco Bell® in Algonac, MI. 

SMOTHERED BURRITO
SHREDDED CHICKEN
Available with seasoned beef or marinated premium thick-cut steak

FIERY

LOCOS TACO

with any purchase

with purchase of 
a Frutista Freeze

Coupon Expires: 3/31/2014.
*One coupon per purchase. Offer not valid
in combination with any other offer. 
Valid only at Taco Bell® in Algonac, MI. 

SENIOR CITIZEN Tuesdays
15% OFFany purcase

FAMILY FEATURES 

 ‘‘Hectic family schedules don’t have  
to get in the way of serving up 
tasty and healthy weeknight 

dinners,” explains leading nutrition expert, 
cookbook author and television star Ellie 
Krieger, author of “Weeknight Wonders: 
Delicious, Healthy Dinners in 30 Minutes  
or Less.” 

Krieger notes that pairing the unique 
sweet ness of healthy, fresh pears with 
savory pro teins like pork or chicken makes 
for a satisfy ing supper that can be made 
in a snap. “Pears are a perfect pick for 
weeknight dinners,” says Krieger. “Their 
distinctive flavor goes well in savory main 
dishes that are simple to make and will  
be enjoyed by the whole family.” 

Krieger’s recipe for Pork Chops with 
Pears in Port Wine Sauce from her new 
“Weeknight Wonders” cookbook will help 
add variety to the weeknight dinner routine, 
as will these other supper time recipes that 
feature juicy USA Pears.

Pork Chops with Pears  
in Port Wine Sauce
Makes 4 Servings
 3  large firm-ripe USA  
   Pears, such as Bartlett or Anjou
  Cooking spray
 4  1/2-pound center-cut  
   bone-in pork loin chops  
   (about 3/4 inch thick)
 1/4  teaspoon salt
 1/2  teaspoon ground black pepper

 3/4  cup low-sodium chicken broth
 3/4  cup tawny port wine
 1  tablespoon Dijon mustard

Peel and core the pears, then slice them 
into 1/2-inch-thick slices.

Spray a large nonstick skillet with cooking 
spray and preheat over medium-high heat. 
Add the pears and cook, stirring once or 
twice, until warmed and slightly softened but 
they still retain their shape, 5 to 8 minutes. 
Transfer the pears to a plate.

Season the pork chops with the salt and 
pepper. Spray the skillet with cooking spray 
again, then add the pork chops and cook until 
just slightly blush in the center,  
4 to 5 minutes per side. Transfer to a second 
plate and cover to keep warm.

Add the broth and port to the skillet, raise 
the heat to high, and cook until the liquid is 
reduced by about half, 5 to 6 minutes. Stir 
in the mustard and whisk until dissolved, 
then return the pears to the pan and stir to 
combine.

Spoon the sauce over the chops and serve.

Simple Weeknight Supper with Pears

CAJUN, 
CREOLE 
& ALL 
THAT JAZZ

321 Huron Ave.
Port Huron
(810) 966-0345

www.CajunGatorCuisine.com

1st
March

Featuring 
Gulf Seafood Straight from New Orleans & King Cake!
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FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM
Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
 the  middle ear

FREE
Hearing

Screening
$130Valued at

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Hearing Aids
as low as
$995

Beltone Turn 75 Open Fit
Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase

or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 03/31/14

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services

May Receive  Up To

$2,500*

Towards Two Hearing Aids*

*Certain  restrictions   may    apply

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand

of Hearing Aid.

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries
Offer expires 03/31/14

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler

                   UAW
entitled to

2 FREE*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.

810-937-6894
800-352-4816

MarineCity
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com

Skoric Hearing  Aid Center

LJ-0001042400-01

Expires 03/31/14

Easy
Payment

Plans
Available

Easy
Payment

Plans
Available

BELTONE
has the only

2.4GHz streaming 
wireless technology

in the USA

TIGERS!

Call to Reserve Your Seat
or visit 

www.982ride.com

Join Us For Fun!Join Us For Fun!

www.982ride.com

call to book your seat at

Pick up and drop off at Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up location available - Call for details. 

3233 Dove Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060

BUSTrips

$25 PERSON

 DEPART PORT HURON AT 9AM.
MAR. 12TH  &  26TH

 DEPART PORT HURON AT 9AM.

$25 PERSON
MAR. 5TH &  19TH

or reserve your seat online

March 8, 2014
 at the Fox Theater
$79.00 per person

February 23rd & 24th

$9900 per Person
February 23rd & 24th

$9900 per Person

Overnight
Trip

Overnight
Trip

The Four Irish Tenors Show
March 17th

$3000 per person

March 3rd

$25 per guest, $10 back in play

Tigers vs Baltimore

Sat, April 5

$45 per person

1:08pm game time

Tigers vs Baltimore

Sat, April 5

$45 per person

1:08pm game time

DETROIT TIGERS!DETROIT

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT SPIDERS?
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By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Magnesium, like air and water, is a 
basic element to life. Research shows 
68% of Americans do not consume 
the daily recommended amount of 
dietary magnesium. A deficiency 
of this essential nutrient is a major 
factor in numerous health problems, 
including conditions such as mitral 
valve prolapse, ADD, migraines, 
autism, anxiety, fibromyalgia, asthma 
and allergies. Magnesium is to the 
body what oil is to a car’s engine. An 
insufficient amount of magnesium 
disables the body’s ability to make 
or utilize protein and inhibits the 
absorption of vitamin C and E. 

 We need a lot of magnesium, 
approximately 1,000 mgs a day just 
to keep up with the demands of the 
body. Most people supplement their 
magnesium in an oral form. The health 
status of the digestive system and 
the kidneys significantly influence 
magnesium absorption. Taking 
the amount necessary to derive its 
benefits will often result in diarrhea. An 

alternate option bypasses the digestive 
tract to avoid this problem.

 The transdermal (to the skin) 
application of magnesium chloride is 
well tolerated and quickly absorbed. 
Magnesium chloride is a remarkable 
infection fighter as well as being the 
most useful and least toxic form of 
magnesium. Applicable in various 
preparations, transdermal therapy 
reaches beyond the potential of dietary 
magnesium, effectively saturating the 
skin to deliver the higher concentration 
of magnesium we all need for optimal 
good health.

 Positive results associated with 
the use of transdermal magnesium 
chloride include its assistance in 
preventing strokes, relieving arthritic 
joint pain, increasing DHEA levels, 
maintaining memory function, 
decreasing anxiety, facilitating sugar 
metabolism, easing muscle spasms 
and much more.

 Missing out on magnesium is no 
longer necessary. Let your skin soak in 
this mighty miracle mineral.  

Features: 
 Far Infrared Sauna ~ Ionic Foot Bath
 
Services: 
 Therapeutic Massage:  Pain Management
 Integrated • Swedish • Lomilomi (Hawaiian) 
 Chronic Conditions • Lymphatic • More
 
Alternative Approaches:
 Reiki • Integrated Energy Therapy
 • Reflexology • Bio-Sonic Repatterning
 • Ear Coning (Candling)
 
Spiritual Guidance: 
 Intuitive Consultations • Angel Card Readings

 
Classes • Workshops • Empowerments • Special Events

 Developmental Message Circle 
 • Second Tuesday Of Every Month • 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Visit our website calendar: www.radiantbeings.net
 
Located 1/2 mile N. of 21 Mile Rd. of Gratiot in the Apple Grove Plaza
     25962 S. Knollwood Dr., Chesterfield, MI 48051
        (586) 949-0112
    

Therapeutic Massage:  Pain Management
 Integrated • Swedish • Lomilomi (Hawaiian) 
 Chronic Conditions • Lymphatic • More

Radiant Beings
  Holistic Center 

Radiant Beings
  Holistic Center 

Rev. Rennae Hardy
Spiritual Intuitive

Reiki M. Tch

Mighty Magnesium
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GOT MICE?

Blue 

water 

area’s 

Biggest 

show!

McMorran Pavilion in Downtown Port Huron
FriDay, MarcH 21st: 5PM-9PM

satUrDay, MarcH 22nD: 9aM-8PM
Admission: $3.00 At the door

Enter to win this John 
Deere Lawn Tractor from

batting cage!  golF siMUlator!

 saVe $2.00

96.9
WBTI

1380
WPHM
am

Meet 
ben coburn

& the 
other Wbti

personalities!

Discount coupons will be available at local area businesses 
& online at wsaq.com, wbti.com & wphm.net

Meet 
chuck santoni 

& the other 
WsaQ 

personalities!

Meet 
Paul 

Miller!

home, sport & gArden

sHoW
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250TH ANNIVERSARY
Continued from Page 1

gave Lt. Patrick Sinclair permission to 
build a fort at the mouth of the Pine River. 
Sinclair chose a spot on the south side 
of the Pine, and in September made an 
agreement with local Native chiefs for the 
land. He laid-up the Gladwin for the winter 
of 1764-1765 in the Pine River. When 
spring arrived, he began construction of 
one of two blockhouses of the new fort. 
Sinclair provided the money to build the 
fort, but expected to be reimbursed. Col. 
Bradstreet gave him permission to name 
the new military base Fort Sinclair. 

The fort had log palisades with a 
blockhouse on the northeast and southwest 
corners. Inside the walls were separate 
quarters for soldiers, sailors and officers. 
The officers’ quarters was the only brick 
building in the complex. The bricks were 
made at the fort using clay from the banks 
of the Pine River. A dock and warehouse 
were located just outside the fort on the 
banks of the Pine River. A small sawmill 
was built nearby. In 1768, a larger mill was 
built four miles up the Pine River. Lumber 

was shipped 
from here to 
Detroit. The 
men of the 
fort planted 
gardens and 
an orchard 
south of 
the fort to 
supplement 
their food 
supply. 
Large 
old pear 
trees were 
reported 
to be still 
producing 
fruit as late 
as the 1830s 

and 1840s. 
Lt. Sinclair built himself a large house 

close to the fort, and hoped to establish a 
private estate similar to those of Europe. 
He made a deal with local Chippewa 
chiefs, and was deeded over four thousand 
acres of land on both sides of the Pine 
River. He named his estate the Pinery. 
Sinclair planted more orchards and gardens 
on his land on the north side of the Pine 
River. His hope was to settle farmers on 
this land. In the meantime, he profited by 
shipping lumber to Detroit and opening the 
Pinery’s trading post inside the fort’s walls. 
The trading post became the commercial 
center of the region. Its ledger from the 
early 1780s lists the business transactions 
of the post. The Pinery bought furs, 
lumber, meat, and other local products 
and sold iron tools, clothing, blankets, 
gunpowder and alcohol, among other 
manufactured products. Beaver pelts 
were the most valuable product shipped 
to Detroit by the Pinery. The demand was 
high in Europe for hats made from felt 
using the hair from the beaver hides, and 
North America was the major source of 

beaver pelts. When Patrick Sinclair left the 
fort, he hired agents to run the business 
affairs of the Pinery. The best-known of his 
agents was Jean Baptiste Pointe du Sable, 
who is today recognized as the founder of 
Chicago. The Pinery’s Day Ledger with 
du Sable’s entries can be found today in 
the Burton Collection of the Detroit Public 
Library. 

After the American Revolution ended in 
1783, the British military no longer needed 
Fort Sinclair, and they removed the last of 
their troops to Detroit. The Pinery’s trading 
post operated for two more years inside the 
fort’s walls. Patrick Sinclair had returned 
to his home in Scotland by then, and sold 
the Pinery property, which included the 
buildings of the fort. The new owner was 
the Detroit firm of Meldrum and Parks, 
who wanted to add it to their extensive 
lumber interests.

The St. Clair Historical Museum is 
worth a visit to see its large model of Fort 
Sinclair and learn more about St. Clair’s 
connection to the British military, the fur 
trade, and the early lumber industry. The 
museum is at 308 S. Fourth Street in St. 
Clair. It is open on Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 a.m. to noon 
all year. From May 
through October, 
it is also open on 
Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons from 1:30 
p.m.to 4:30p.m. The 
museum’s telephone 
number is (810) 329-
6888 for information 
and special tours. 
The museum has 
planned a series of 
events in conjunction 

with the St. Clair Art Association, the 
Winter White-out Festival, and the schools 
to commemorate Fort Sinclair’s 250th 
anniversary during 2014.

Owner

Wilkins Auto Sales

Thomas Wilkins Office 810-367-6818
Fax 810-367-2035
Cell 810-650-4711

7052 Gratiot
St. Clair, MI 48079

Like us
on Facebook!
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GOT FLEAS?
PATRICK SINCLAIR
Continued from Page 1

Gladwin on the supply 
route between Detroit 
and Michilimackinac, 
explored Lakes 
Huron, Michigan 
and Superior, 
and made
soundings on 
the lakes. When 
Pontiac laid siege 
to Detroit in 1763, 
Sinclair used the 
Gladwin to bring 
supplies to the 
beleaguered fort. 
After Pontiac’s 
Rebellion, Sinclair 
was given permission to 
build a fort on the River Huron 
(now the St. Clair River) at the mouth 
of the Pine River. Its purpose was to 
protect the British supply and trade route 
between Detroit and Michilimackinac. 
Sinclair spent the winter of 1764-1765 at 
the Pine River preparing for the start of 
construction of the fort as soon as spring 
came. The fort was named Fort Sinclair. 
Around the fort he established a 4,000 acre 
estate named the Pinery. His plan was to 
create farms, build a saw mill, and open a 
fur trading post. The trading post quickly 
went into business and was successful 
until 1785. The saw mill was built in 1768 
on the Pine River and shipped lumber to 
Detroit for a number of years.

Sinclair left Fort Sinclair and the Pinery 
in 1768 to return to England with the 15th 
Regiment. In 1773, he was appointed 
captain and applied to return to the Great 
Lakes, but was denied. He then retired 
to his home at Lybster in Scotland. 
Money was always a problem for Sinclair 
and he sued to get the government to 
reimburse him for the money he spent 
on the construction of Fort Sinclair and 
for the loss of a servant killed by Native 
Americans. 
The legal 
wrangling 
lasted some 
time, but 
in the end 
the court 
awarded 
him most of 
the money 
he sought.

With the 
beginning 
of the 
American 
Revolution, 
Sinclair was 
appointed 
Lt. 
Governor at 

Michilimackinac in 1775. He immediately 
left for Michilimackinac, but took 
an indirect route through Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey to New 
York. In New York, he was arrested by the 
American rebels and held for a number 
of months before being sent back to 
England. Not until 1778 was he able to 
sail to Halifax and in 1779 to Quebec. He 
reached Michilimackinac in October 1779 
and took over the jobs of commandant and 
Lt. Governor. During this time, he retained 
ownership of the Pinery at Fort Sinclair 
and a hired agent to run it.

As soon as Sinclair took charge at 
Michilimackinac, he began to plan for the 
fort’s removal to Mackinac Island. On 
flat ground and with walls that were in 
decay, he believed that the fort could not 
be defended against an American attack 
if it should come. Even before permission 
arrived, he began the building of a 
blockhouse on a high bluff on Mackinac 
Island. 

Expenses at Mackinac added up 
quickly and worried Sinclair’s superiors 
in Quebec. Especially worrisome was 
Sinclair’s spending on gifts to the Native 
tribes. Local merchants supplied the goods 
for distribution and received promises of 
payment. The government finally refused 
to pay any more, and Sinclair was ordered 
to Quebec to answer questions about the 
accounts at Mackinac. He was detained for 
almost two years in Quebec without any 
government action. He then was allowed 
to return to Britain. Once home he was 
arrested and put into debtors’ prison. The 
merchants had never been paid and sued 
Sinclair for their money. He had to pay the 
amount due in order to get out of prison. 
This triggered the sale of the Pinery in 
1785. Sinclair again resorted to the courts 
to get his money back, and again was 
successful. He did have regular income, 
however. His salary as Lt. Governor at 
Michilimackinac started in 1775 with his 
appointment and continued the rest of his 
life even though Britain no longer owned 

the area. Sinclair spent less than three years 
at Michilimackinac, but his salary was paid 
for forty-five years.

In later years, Sinclair received several 
military promotions. He became a major, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Colonel. In 1803, 
he became a Major General and in 1810 
a Lieutenant General. He spent the last 
several decades of his life in Scotland, and 
developed the harbor at Lybster to take 
advantage of a booming fishing industry. 
General Sinclair died in 1820, and was 
buried on his Lybster Hall estate. 

In the 1980s, St. Clair, Michigan 
recognized their founding father by 
creating the Patrick Sinclair Park. Set in 

a flowerbed is a plaque commemorating 
Fort Sinclair’s role in the development 
of St. Clair. It was presented to the city 
by the Otseketa Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution in 1917. 
Local students chose the park’s name in a 
contest held by the St. Clair Beautification 
Commission. The park is located at the 
corner of Riverside and Clinton Avenues 
next to the bridge. On the north side of the 
Pine River, the park overlooks the site of 
Fort Sinclair to the south. 

Author’s note: The silhouette of General 
Sinclair is the only picture of him that is 
known to exist. 

Patrick Sinclair Park at the corner of Clinton and Riverside Avenue in St. Clair

Expires 3/31/2014. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Marysville Tire & Auto
(810) 364-4700

$1395*OIL 
CHANGE
SPECIAL

* Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville

291 Range Rd. in Marysville • Visit us online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Facebook

TIRE & AUTO

810.364.4700
Free transportation to home, shopping or work!

ThumbPrint News

Amazing Alkaline Water
amazingalkalinewaterstore.com

Sylvia Ludington
675 Gratiot, Suite 3 
Marysville, MI. 48040
810-357-9666

Sylvia Ludington
675 Gratiot, Suite 3 
Marysville, MI. 48040
810-357-9666

Sunset West Tanning
521 West Blvd. 

Marine City, MI. 48039
810-765-4TAN

Sunset West Tanning
521 West Blvd. 

Marine City, MI. 48039
810-765-4TAN

Change Your Water. Change Your Body. Change Your HealthChange Your Water. Change Your Body. Change Your Health

Amazing Alkaline Water

Ask About Life in a BottleAsk About Life in a Bottle

amazingalkalinewaterstore.com
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By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

March is an unpredictable time in 
Michigan. Not that Michigan weather is 
predictable during any month, but March 
is especially so. Either we are seeing the 
end of winter and the start of warmer 
temperatures or winter is staying around 
for as long as it can. It makes my job 
this month a little more of a challenge. 
Typically we can expect March to signal 
a start to warmer temperatures even if it 
comes at the end or just for a few days here 
and there. This means it is time to prepare 
for the dangers associated with relief from 
winter.

Water, Water Everywhere – With 
warmer temperatures comes melting snow 
along with all of the rain and that means 
a lot of water going into the ground. 
Water is refreshing to drink but can be 
very damaging to a home. If you have a 
basement, this could mean flooding either 
because of a sump pump failing or not 
being able to keep up with all of the water. 
This means flooding and water damage to 
anything you keep down there and the risk 
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Mark Bynum
SENIOR MORTGAGE OFFICER

NLMS# 164035

810.334.6049
810-985-4551 • Fax: 810-897-7918
619 Huron Avenue • Port Huron, MI

mbynum@amerifirst.com

Buyers Information GuideFHA Loans & HUD Homes
• 3 1/2% Down Payment
• Minimum 620 Credit Score
• Seller Concessions up to 6%
• Gift Money Allowed

HomePath Loans
• Minimum 3% Down Payment
• No Mortgage Insurance
• No Appraisal
• Seller Concessions up to 6%
• Credit Score Varies with
  Down Payment

FHA 203k Renovation Loans
• 3 1/2% Down Payment
• Minimum 620 Credit Score
• Seller Concessions up to 6%
• 6 Months to Complete Renovations
• Up to $35,000 in Repairs

Rural Development Loans
• 100% Loan
• Minimum 620 Credit Score
• Gift Money Allowed

HomePath Renovation Loans
• 5% Down Payment
• 6 Months to Complete Renovations
• Seller Concessions up to 3%

HomePath Investor Loans
• 10% Down Payment
• 2% Seller Concessions
• No Appraisal
• No Mortgage Insurance

HomePath Investor
Renovation Loans
• 20% Down Payment
• 2% Seller Concessions
• Appraisal Required
• No Mortgage Insurance
• Finance Repair to Renovate Home

VA
Conventional
HomePath Manufactured

of mold and mildew.
Sump pump failure 

is usually caused by 
two things. The first 
is power failure. The 
changing weather 
causes strong winds 
and storms that can 
cause power outages. 
To prevent flooding, 
install a backup sump 
pump that runs on a 12 volt battery, much 
like a car battery. If the power goes out, the 
backup will do the work until the power 
comes back. The other option is having 
a generator so you can still run the sump 
pump and other necessary items. Some 
generators even run off of natural gas and 
will start automatically when the power 
goes out. Other less expensive models 
are good for running a few items and are 
gasoline powered.

The second reason the sump pump is 
not working may be due to being old or 
over used. Sump pumps are not meant to 
run constantly. It is only supposed to run 
for a while and shut off when the water 
level goes down. It may run longer during 

this time of year but it should still shut off 
periodically. To prevent the sump pump 
from burning out, make sure you have one 
powerful enough to handle the times it will 
have to work the hardest. A sump pump 
with 1/3 horse power is sufficient if you 
get a moderate amount of water during the 
wet season. If you get quite a bit of water, 
1/2 or 3/4 horse power may be a better 
choice. If you are unsure, it is best to err on 
the more powerful side. Also make sure the 
parts are in working order. Over time the 
float switch can stop functioning properly, 
causing the pump to not turn on or not shut 
off.

In the Gutter – I know I talked about 
gutters back in October, but they are 
important to check with the increased 
rain and melting snow. If you did not get 
around to cleaning them in the fall, clean 
them now. Clean gutters allow water to 
flow while clogged gutters cause water 
to go where it isn’t wanted and can cause 
much damage. Along with mold and 
mildew, water can cause wood to rot and 
lead even more to water damage inside 
walls. Clean the gutters and install gutter 
guards to keep your gutters free and clear.

This is also a good time to check your 
gutters for leaks. Water freezing expands 
and can cause leaks at the seams and where 
parts meet. Seal the seams and where the 
downspouts and fittings connect with each 
other and the gutter with a butyl rubber 
sealant. It comes in a caulk tube and you 
will need a caulk gun to apply it. Do it on 
a dry day because caulk won’t stick to wet 
surfaces. Also make sure that the gutters 

are secure. Icicles pull on the gutters in the 
winter and can cause them to come loose. 
Gutter nails or screws will allow you to 
secure them in place again.

Make sure your gutters drain away 
from your house if you have a basement, 
or are gently dispersed into the ground. 
Corrugated pipe installed on the 
downspout will channel the water away 
from your house. Splash blocks or some 
form of splash guard helps gently disperse 
the water to your lawn. This keeps the 
water from doing damage to either the 
lawn or house. Another option is to install 
a rain barrel under one of the downspouts. 
This will store the rain water for use in 
watering your garden and help you save on 
your water bill.

Stay safe, dry and warm this month. We 
are almost out of winter and into warmer 
days, hopefully. Remember to only take on 
a project if you are able or are comfortable 
doing so. Know your limits and when 
to call a professional. If you have any 
questions or comments, contact me at 
thumbprint@comcast.net with “House 
for Life” in the subject. I will answer all 
questions and will even feature one in a 
future column. 

Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 15 years of 
experience working in retail hardware and 
has been trained and has learned much 
about home improvement, maintenance 
and repair. He currently is employed 
by LumberJack and runs their paint 
department. 
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GOT BATS?

You can find all your ice fishing needs at AlgonacYou can find all your ice fishing needs at Algonac
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®

COUPON ThumbPrint News
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GOT SPIDERS?

Shar-Pei Fever (SF), also known 
as Swollen Hock Syndrome, is a 
hereditary disease in the Shar -Pei 
breed.  The actual cause of the disease 
is not known, but it is believed to be 
linked to the heavy folds, creases, 
and wrinkly-skin that make the 
Shar- Pei such a unique looking 
breed.  This disease can occur 
in both males and females 
equally.  The symptoms generally 
start appearing before eighteen 
months of age but can start at 
older ages as well.  Shar Pei 
fever causes frequent bouts 
of inflammation and fever.  
A secondary complication 
to this chronic inflammation is a disease 
called Amyloidosis. Amyloidosis is the 
result of the abnormal deposition of the 
breakdown product (Amyloid protein) 
of the chronic inflammation into organ 
tissues, thus greatly increasing the 

chances of developing liver or kidney 
disease later on in life.

Episodic fever is the most consistent 
clinical sign.  The fever can range from 
105-107, normal temperature being 101-
102 in dogs. It will routinely last anywhere 
from 12-36 hours.  In many cases the 
fever will be accompanied by sore swollen 
joints. One or more joints may be affected 
but most cases seem to involve the hock 

(ankle) joint in the rear legs.  Some 
patients will have a swollen, sore 
muzzle and abdominal pain as well.  
Loss of appetite, vomiting and 
diarrhea can also accompany the 
fever episodes.  

It is very important 
to monitor the body 
temperature in this 
condition. Initially, the 
fever should be treated 

quickly using aspirin 
or a non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory medication 
(NSAID). Treating the fever as early as 
possible in the inflammatory cascade 
can often stop it from becoming life-
threatening.  In rare cases when the fever 
has been unresponsive to treatment and 

maintains above 106 for an extended 
period of time, hospitalization and IV 
fluid therapy has been needed.  Because 
this is not an infectious disease but an 
inflammatory disease antibiotics are not 
used as part of the treatment.  In some 
cases a low protein diet has seemed to help 
decrease the frequency and severity of the 
fever episodes.  A potent anti-inflammatory 
drug called colchicine has also clinically 
shown promise in decreasing the frequency 
of symptoms in some Shar-Peis. Its 
main purpose is to decrease the risk of 
Amyloidosis by blocking the deposition of 
the amyloid protein into the tissues.  There 
has been no actual research to back this 
at this time but some veterinarians have 
been using colchicine long term for many 
years with positive results.  However, 
this medication 
is very expensive 
and can cause 
gastrointestinal side 
effects.  However, 
these side effects 
can be decreased by 
starting out at a lower 
dose and gradually 
increasing.  The 
manufacturer of this 
drug does have a 
program specifically 
for Shar-Pei owners 

to help reduce the cost of the treatment.
Not all Shar-Peis with SF develop 

Amyloidosis but, because of the 
increased risk of kidney failure, any 
affected Shar-Pei should have yearly 
monitoring of urine sample as well as a 
CBC and blood chemistry profile.  Shar-
Peis with SF can live to over 10 years 
of age with close monitoring and using 
these preventative measures to reduce 
their chronic inflammation and fever 
episodes.  

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a 
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary 
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, 
Michigan. The hospital website is: www.
MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.  
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248) 
585-2622 for other pet related questions.

Shar-Pei  Fever

586 727-3837
BOARDING AND GROOMING

ANIMAL REIKI HEALING

2394 Palms Rd - Columbus, MI 48063
Website: PugsleysPlace.net

Foster Home for The Detroit Bulldog Rescue

5% Military Veteran Discount

ThumbPrint News travels to New Zealand!
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has 

it been seen in many areas of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1000 
businesses in nine Thumb counties are now drop locations for 
the newspaper), but readers have also taken ThumbPrint News 
with them to many different states and countries (listed on the 
right on the bulletin board). ThumbPrint News was even seen on 
television on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney 
World in Florida with several of the Disney characters! The 
newspaper has traveled to all of the seven continents.

This month Bill Easton of Port Huron, Michigan, sent us 
photos from his trip to Australia and New Zealand. This is what 
he had to say about them:

“Attached should be a couple of images from my recent 
trip to Australia and New Zealand. I believe that you still lack 
New Zealand for your list of “ThumbPrint travels” so perhaps 
one of these is usable. The photo was taken in Wellington, the 
national capital on a rainy overcast day, so lighting is not the 
best. The post card of the “Beehive” is much clearer. The one 
with my friend, Darlene Hansen of Ypsilanti, shows a Michigan 
connection with my well-traveled Grosse Isle sweat shirt.”

If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our 
newspaper with you on a vacation or to an unusual place – or 
if you have been able to get a famous person or character to be 
photographed with our paper, you may submit an email and 
photo to us at thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please tell us a 
little about the photo and include your name, address and phone 
number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to appear 
in ThumbPrint News. When it does appear, we will send you a 
complimentary edition. There are many places where ThumbPrint 
News has not yet been – and lots of famous people to track down. 
Who will be the next person to help us in our quest?  

New
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ThumbPrint News has traveled to:

About the Beehive
  The Beehive is the common name for the Executive Wing of the New Zealand Parliament Buildings in Wellington. It is so-called because of its shape which is remi-niscent of that of a traditional woven form of beehive known as a “skep”.
  Scottish architect Sir Basil Spence provided the original conceptual design of the Beehive in 1964. The detailed design of the building was by the Ministry of Works. The Beehive was built in stages between 1969 and 1979. W. M. Angus constructed the first stage - the podium, underground car park and basement for a national civil defense center - and Gibson O’Connor constructed the ten floors of the remainder of the building.  The Beehive’s brown roof is constructed from 20 tons of hand-welded and seamed copper. It has developed a naturally weathered appearance.
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get some of the coloring on my trousers.
My half-day of school that first year 

was in the morning with class beginning 
at 8:15 a.m. I would maintain a moderate 
pace in my six-block journey from home, 
usually arriving in time to pick out a favorite 
toy for the initial half-hour play period. I 
recall vividly that it was six silver colored 
wooden carvings resembling milk bottles 
in a milkman’s carrying basket. Then came 
the day when I was a little late and Chucky 
Davis had arrived early enough to claim the 
toy. As can be expected, there was a contest 
for the remainder of the school year. It was 
in kindergarten, too, that I experienced my 
first kiss. It was quickly planted on my 
blushing cheek, but I still remember it. 

As time passed the old building became 
too small and a newer elementary school 
had to be constructed. My fifth grade class 
was actually taught by Mrs. David in the 
basement of St. Andrews Episcopal Church 

and in the sixth grade I was able to 
experience my only year in the new 
school. Junior high school returned me 
to the older school where I remained 
until graduation in 1961. 

I look back on those times now, 
especially that first year, and wonder 
what it was I really learned. I guess I 
know what a first kiss feels like and have 
learned to like all the others that have 
followed. I know how silly others looked 
while using an opened door restroom, 
although I don’t know what I’ll do with 
that knowledge. I have learned how 
much pleasure there is in a nap, with 
or without a rug. I still get paint on my 
pants, but no longer worry about it. 
I have learned to like Chucky Davis 
because he taught me to persevere. And, 
most of all, I’ve learned how much 
joy there really is in just being able to 
remember. 

By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Whenever I drive through Algonac my 
eyes, at least momentarily, drift towards 
the corner of Washington and Summer 
Streets. That’s where the old three-story 
red brick school rested. It is where I 
spent much of my informative years and 
where a part of me remains. Like many 
other things however, it is now only a 
memory.

The prominent edifice built in 1923 
was central to the community. When I 
began my educational journey in 1948, 
the school was occupied by all students, 
kindergarten through the twelfth grade. 
The first floor served those in the 
elementary grades; the middle level 
was for junior and senior high school 
classes; and the upper floor was only for 
senior high school. There was only one 
principal who was responsible for the 
entire school. 

As I reminisce, I can recall some 
detail that was mostly meaningless at 
the time. There was the small enclosure 
at the building’s entrance interior, the 
ceiling of which extended as a bell tower 
that ended just above the third floor. 
Each morning and again at mid-day, a 
custodian would pull on the rope and 
ring the bell as the announcement that 
classes were beginning. It’s not difficult 
to remember that you had better be in 
your classroom before the bell ceased its 
clanging reminder.

The picturesque building provided 
a first-floor gymnasium with stage 
that served as a venue for various 
ceremonies, dances and sporting events. 
On the third floor was a spacious study 

hall containing rows of dark oak desks 
with ink wells and the carved initials of 
students who had come before. Under 
the desk was always a good place for 
chewing gum. 

Possibly some ThumbPrint News 
readers who found themselves in 
Dorothy Balagna’s kindergarten class in 
the late forties can remember the large 
room at the south end of the first floor. It 
offered solid oak floors, plastered green 
colored walls and massive windows that 
allowed for daydreaming if the teacher 
ever permitted you the time, which 
was normally never. One entire wall 
provided closets for storing coats, hats, 
scarves, leggings, mittens and boots. 
I could never remember which door 
my stuff was behind, which became 
frustrating since I was usually anxious 
to escape at the end of class. 

We had the only classroom with its 
own restroom. As I recall, some of my 
fellow students had not yet learned 
what a bathroom door was for and we 
occasionally found ourselves being 
entertained by their forgetfulness. From 
time to time Mrs. Balagna needed to 
enter the small room to assist someone 
with an adjustment of attire before 
leaving. 

Each student was responsible for 
bringing a small rug and apron from 
home, one for our scheduled nap and 
the other to keep finger-paints and paste 
off our clothes. I never could sleep 
during nap time and always considered 
it a dumb idea. As I became older I 
understood that the time was for the 
teacher’s rest and not necessarily for 
mine. And, forget about the usefulness 
of the apron; I normally found a way to 

Old    Algonac
S C H O O L

the question. 
You repeat the question and she 

will probably say: 
“I guess you’re right! I agree.”
See men, just accept it. Our wives 

want us to talk to them, but they 
really don’t listen to every word we 
say. 

 Oh….
Wait a minute…my wife is asking 

me something.
“Gabriel, where did you put the 

items that I asked you to get for our 
company tonight?”

 “What items and what company?” 
I answered.

“The list of things that are needed 
for our dinner guests tonight. I gave 
you the list when you walked out the 
door this morning.”

“LIST, WHAT LIST? AND 
COMPANY FOR DINNER! 
YOU NEVER TOLD ME THAT 
ANYBODY WAS COMING FOR 
DINNER!”

“GABRIEL!”
 “Oh, oh…”
(Quietly) “Here’s the list. I put it in 

my pocket.”
Another lesson learned by The 

Restless Retiree. 

By Gabriel Jones
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Well, let’s answer 
that question.

Men, what do you 
really think?

Yes, I really mean it! When you 
start a conversation with your wife, 
does she listen to every word you 
say until you’re finished? It seems 
that wives start to be pay attention, 
but then, in the middle of the 
conversation, you see a blank stare 
from her and that’s when you know 
that your wife’s mind is on something 
else. 

Men, try this…
Start a conversation with your wife 

telling her about something that you 
experienced that day.

NOW, WATCH HER EYES! 
Does it look like she’s 

concentrating on something else other 
than your conversation?

Then here’s what you should do.
QUICKLY ASK HER A 

QUESTION REGARDING THE 
CONVERSATION. 

She’ll probably ask you to repeat 
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GOT SQUIRRELS?
WEEKLY AUCTION
Continued from Page 5

imperfection in the establishment of market 
price. The sellers (farmers) were typically 
at a disadvantage. Few were willing (or 
able) to take their animals back if the 
price bid was felt to be too low. Buyers 
were clearly attempting to pay the lowest 
price they could to fill their orders. Often 
less than five buyers would be bidding 
on any particular animal or consignment. 
Buyers were usually friendly competitors 
and the likelihood for collusion existed 
and probably did occur frequently. Some 
farmers occasionally tried to even the odds 
with a little chicanery. This might include 
extra feeding of the animal the night before 
and on the morning of the auction, adding 
a bit of salt to the grain, and lots of water 
to drink. Buyers were usually wise to the 
signs of these practices and discounted 
accordingly.

The farmer/sellers did have some 
options. Other auctions existed, albeit 
at greater distances. Since they were 
further away the cost of hiring a trucker 
to transport the animals there reduced the 
potential net return that might come from 
selling at those auctions. Nevertheless, 
when we had a number of market hogs 
(perhaps 10 or so) Dad would seriously 
consider sending them to one of the 
other auctions. I am not sure how many 

of the area livestock auctions still exist. 
The above description is drawn from my 
memories of over 60 years ago, and may 
constitute only a historical word picture of 
“the way it used to be”.

Author’s note: I have learned from talking 
with farmer friends from Illinois, Indiana 
and Ohio that the terminology “deacon” 
calves is not common. So I embarked on 
a search to learn if it was peculiar to the 
area in Michigan where I grew up. I could 
not find it in Webster’s Unabridged or in 
Wikipedia. I finally tried Google search 
and hit pay dirt.

“... calves that are 1 to 5 days old 
(bob, deacon or baby doll calves) 
that are healthy and uniform...” Ohio 
State University Extension BEEF 
INFORMATION BULLETIN

Also:
“A deacon calf is a new-born calf that is 

taken from its mother and bottle-fed a milk 
substitute.” and “a male calf of a dairy 
breed - usually deaconed.” (no citation)

So - what is 
“deaconed”? Further 
research .... “deaconed - 
to kill a calf shortly after 
birth”. I guess I don’t 
really want to know how 
humane their treatment 
was after leaving the 
auction barn!

To: Readers of ThumbPrint News
 
From: Robert L. Christensen

 
  For the past couple of years I have been 
writing short stories about growing up in 
Michigan some 75 years ago, as well as some 
other tales. Diane Kodet and the ThumbPrint-
News have kindly put some of them in print. 
While I reap pleasure from seeing them pub-
lished, I would like to know how readers feel 
about them. I would welcome any reactions 
you would like to share. I am thinking about 
putting these and more together in a book 
form, but wonder if enough people would be 
interested to make it worthwhile.

  You can respond to this request with an e-mail to me at drbobc@juno.
com or to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net. To jog your memory here is a 
listing of the stories that have been published prior to the articles in this 
edition:

“Ghosts of the Cedar Swamps”
“Beans, Beans, Beans!”
“Every Spring it Blooms”
“Hi-Yo Silver”
“More on Horses-Runaways”
“Good for Man or Beast”

“Woodcock Hunting with Curly”

“Five Thanksgivings a Year”

“Sucker Fishing on the Flat River”

“Winter Fruit”

“The Adventures of Bagel the Beagle”

FREE PUBLICATION! • TAKE ONE! • THUMBPRINT NEWS • TAKE ONE! • FREE PUBLICATION!
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ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES IN 

Ad sizes and prices vary. Call 
(810) 794-2300 and see how we 
can help you be seen throughout 
your community. Check out our 
classified section on page 24. If 
you want your ad to get attention, 
contact ThumbPrint News.

(810) 794-2300 
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A 75 Year Old Icon

See CHERRY BEACH, Page 8

By Katheryn Seestedt
Former ThumbPrint News Columnist

“Cherry Beach” is a part of a larger and well-loved area known 
as “The River District”, which stretches the length of the St. 
Clair River from the Blue Water Bridge at Port Huron to the delta 
known as the “Flats”, some 18 miles downstream from Lake 
Huron. The waters pour out of this, the second largest of the 
Great Lakes, over treacherous rapids, creating a current of four to 
five miles per hour, and these waters placidly enter Lake St. Clair 
through a series of marshy channels. 

The near-by healing waters were sought by the earliest Indians, 
the first of who appeared in Michigan about 6,000 years ago. It 
is known that the River District very early became a gathering 
place for these woodland culture tribes. In recent years, 

See EVERY SPRING,  Page 4

By Robert L. Christensen
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Meet the victim of one of affluent America’s diseases! I became 
infected while a teenager and the symptoms have waxed and 
waned like malaria, flaring up every spring. It is that time, when 
sap starts to flow, new growth appears, and young men become 
interested in style in whatever form it appears. True to form, this 
spring saw a recurrence of my infection.

My malady is “car fever”. It began at age 16 with the acquisition 
of my first driver’s license. It was temporarily cured with the 

www.eacu.org

Federally Insured by NCUA

It’s time to experience
unbelievable banking

Spotlight on a Small Town - Cherry Beach

Spring Has Sprung!

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust! PEST CONTROL DIVISION
This is the time of year when some people start to see big black ants inside their homes.  With 
any species of ant, treatment at this time is crucial, as the ants have begun foraging for food
for their young.  If you see ants of any sort moving in and around your home call us today!

Guess who’s building their home out of your home?

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 for pricing on a proper ant control program.

Editor’s Note: Katheryn Seestedt, formerly of Cherry Beach, wrote several columns for ThumbPrint News in its 
early years on history related to the Marine City area. Katheryn had discussed with me an article she had previously 
written in 1977 on Cherry Beach that she was going to send me to reproduce in ThumbPrint News. However, Katheryn 
unfortunately passed away before that happened. I was fortunate enough after much searching to be able to find a copy 
of her article, originally entitled “The History of Cherry Beach”,  from the Clark Memorial Library. As the article, 
according to them, is in the Public Domain, I am reprinting it here for the enjoyment and education of our readers. 
The only changes I have made are in spelling and grammar and I have eliminated certain sections to make the article 
a length that could be used in one issue. Enjoy!

exchange of $125, money 
earned picking potatoes, for 
a 1937 Ford. This Ford had 
an 85 horsepower V-8 engine 
in the “60” body. Before long 
it sported the usual teenage 
accessories as well as a 
hand-painted ivory interior 
on the dash, door frames, and 
other metal parts. It also had 
mechanical brakes, which 
were of little value in winter 
conditions.

I remember one incident 

Only 305 Days Until The 
Next Christmas Tree Walk!

www.TheChristmasWalk.com

11th annual 
history of the

christmas
tree walk

save
the

date!

December 12-15, 19-23

Several Delivery Options Available
810.433.1613
Fax your order to:  810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com

$5OFF
of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink 

valued at $20 or more. 
One coupon per purchase.

any purchase
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If you have an event in April that you would like listed in the April issue of ThumbPrint News, 
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by March 12, 2014. There is no charge for the listing. 
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate 
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and 
non-profit events will be given the first priority.

THUMB AREA
Activites & Events Calendar

March 2014

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any 
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
Flint - March 1
Pucks for Paws, Perani Arena, 3501 
Lapeer Rd., 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. The 
Michigan Warriors Hockey Club will be 
hosting this special event for The Humane 
Society of Genesee which features all of 
the excitement of professional hockey, 
along with animal fun activities and 
educational facts from The Humane 
Society. You can even bring your pet! All 
animals attending must be leashed or in 
a carrier and current on vaccines/license. 
There is no charge to bring your pet, but 
donations are gratefully appreciated. 
During 1st period intermission, we’ll have 
an interactive Pet Parade Contest on the 
ice in the following categories: Cutest 
Costume, Owner/Pet Look-alike, Best 
Team Spirit, and Best in Show. Winner 
in each category will receive a special 
prize. $7.00 adults, $6.00 youth and 
seniors. For more information go to http://
geneseehumane.org. 

Huron
Bad Axe - March 2
Daughters of Isabella, Euchre Card 
Party, Knights of Columbus Hall, 1038 S. 
Van Dyke Rd., 1:00 p.m. $5 includes lunch 
and cards. 50/50 with proceeds towards 
Our Lady of the Lakes School, OLLH. 
For more information call Ruth at (810) 
347-0624.

Lapeer
Attica - March 1
Meet and Greet, Lapeer County 
Sportsmen’s Club, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Local residents are invited to attend a free 
Meet and Greet with Senator Mike Green, 
Senator Phil Pavlov, the NRA, statewide 
gun owner and sportsmen groups, and area 
sheriffs. A panel discussion and question 
and answer session with special guests will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. Free refreshments and 
a free drawing for prizes. For more info 
contact senmgree@gmail.com. 
Lapeer - March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
Lapeer County’s Largest Flea 
Market, Lapeer Center Building, 425 

County Center, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Up to 75 booths inside and outside sell 
a huge variety of items to the public. No 
admission charge. For information on 
space rentals contact (810) 347-7915.

Macomb
Richmond - March 2 and 3
Richmond Community Theatre’s 
Auditions for “The Importance 
of Being Ernest”, 69619 Parker St., 
6:00 p.m. For more information like the 
Richmond Community Theatre facebook 
page or visit RichmondTheatre.com.

Richmond - March 4
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial Library 
conference room, 35200 Division Rd., 6:30 
p.m. Everyone is invited to join us. For 
more information call (810) 392-5136.

Romeo - March 7
The Orignal Wine GLass 
Decorating, Romeo Community Center, 
361 Morton St. 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. $28 
for residents, $31 for non-residents. Must 
pre-register by calling (586) 752-6543.

Richmond - March 8
Yoga for a Cause: Angels of 
Hope, Mind and Body Fitness, 67529 
Main St., 8:30 a.m. sign in, class from 9:00 
a.m. – 10:00 a.m. $20 minimum donation 
to attend class. 100% of class donations 
go directly to Angels of Hope, who in 
return give 100% to children and their 
families who are battling cancer. This is 
an all levels Power Yoga class, beginners 
welcome. Bring your own mat if you have 
one, bottle of water, and a hand towel. 
Complimentary refreshments, light food 
and donations accepted until noon. For 
more information call (810) 434-7832.

Washington - March 13
Cooking Feast of the Month – 
Seafood, Capital Banquet Hall, 
12350 31 Mile Rd., 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
$30 for residents, $33 for non-residents. 
Must pre-register by calling (586) 752-
6543.

Richmond - March 22
Historic Tea, Maniaci’s Banquet Hall, 
69227 N. Main St., 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Visit with Historic Richmond Women, 
portrayed by the Richmond Community 
Theater members. Hosted by Richmond 
Area Historical and Genealogical 
Society. Bring a friend! Hat contest and 
silent auction, along with tea and light 
refreshments. Tickets ($25) may be 
purchased at Richmond Flower Shop, 
Community Center, Time on Main, Lois 
Wagner Memorial Library, Sew Together, 
or at the Historic Village on Thursday 
mornings. Call (586) 727-7773 for more 
information.

Romeo - March 24
Babysitting Training, Romeo 
Community Center, 361 Morton St., 6:00 
p.m. – 8:15 p.m. $33 for residents, $38 for 
non-residents. Must pre-register by calling 
(586) 752-6543.

Oakland
Oakland Charter Twp. - March 16
Monster Maples, Cranberry Lake 
Park, 388 Predmore Rd., 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m., or 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Visit the 
monster maples at Cranberry Lake Park. 
Inside you’ll learn a bit about the tools, 
techniques and history of maple sugaring. 
Outside you’ll learn how to identify maple 
trees and learn how to tap a tree. Then 
we’ll warm up inside again as we learn 
how to boil sap down to syrup, do some 
taste testing and have a maple themed 
snack. Each participating family will get to 
take home a tapping kit of their own with 
the basic supplies needed to tap their own 
tree. Dress for the weather – wear warm, 
waterproof boots. Register by March 8th. 
Call (248) 651-7810, ext. 405, for cost info 
and to register.

St. Clair
Port Huron - March 1
People’s Clinic Benefit Fashion 
Show Presented by Suzanne’s, 

Black River Country Club, 3300 Country 
Club Drive, noon. $25 admission fee 
includes fashion show and lunch. For more 
information call (810) 364-5422.

Kimball - March 2
One Night Stand, Cross Current 
Church, 4864 Lapeer Rd., 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 
p.m. This is our first annual free unique 
night of worship for men only. Men of all 
denominations are invited to stand together 
as men of valor, integrity and honor in their 
daily lives. Join us for great speakers, a 
full band, and a heart for service. For more 
information call (810) 987-1478.

Marine City - March 2
Bridal & Special Occasion Event, 
Marine City Banquet Center, 6385 King 
Rd., 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Try on and buy 
wedding gowns and prom dresses. Brand 
new overstock and discontinued styles. 
Menu tasting, cake sampling, jewelry, 
flowers, tuxedo rental, photographers, 
photo booth, dj’s, door prizes and more. 
Pre-register then check-in on event day 
to be entered into a special drawing. 
Call Karen at (810) 765-5555 or email 
marinecitybanquetcenter@comcast.net.

Marine City - March 4
It’s Mardi Gras, ‘Cher, Washington 
Life Center, 403 N. Mary St., 11:00 a.m. 
Find out about the traditions of Mardi Gras 
and how to celebrate this day! Taste King 
Cake and traditional Cajun cuisine. For 
more information call (810) 765-3523.

Memphis - March 6
Curiouser and Curiouser, Memphis 
Library, 34830 Potter St., 5:00 p.m. Who 
murdered the Knave of Hearts? Could 
it be you? Join the cast of Wonderland 
characters at our Murder Mystery Tea 
Party. Registration requested by calling 
(810) 392-2980.

St. Clair - March 6
FOL First Thursday Presentation, 
St. Clair Library, 310 S. Second St., 
6:30 p.m. Learn about the Fort Gratiot 
Lighthouse with Dennis Delor from St. 

BIERNOT’S CARPET ONEBIERNOT’S CARPET ONE

• VINYL • • LAMINATE • AND MORE

STOCK CLOSEOUT!
MO

CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • TILE • LAMINATE • D MOREAN

Mon. - Wed, Fri. 9:00-5:30
Thurs. 9:00-8:00 
Saturday 9:00-3:00

810-982-3794
1605 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

                Linoleum77¢
per
sq. ft.starting atCarpet&
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GOT BATS?
Clair County Parks & Recreation. For 
more information call (810) 329-3951.

Kimball Twp. - March 7, 14, 21 
and 28
Fish Fry (Lenten Fish Supper), 
American Legion, 7150 Smiths Creek 
Rd., 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $7 adults, $3 
children ages 5 – 11, 4 and under are free. 
Best in town. For more information call 
(810) 367-6351.
Kimball Twp. - March 8
Blue Water Area Humane Society 
12th Annual Charity Auction, Port 
Huron Factory Shops, I-94 and Range 
Rd., doors open at 9:00 a.m., auction 
begins at 10:00 a.m. Preview Friday, 
March 8, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. New and 
used items, 50/50 and food available for 
sale. Accepting donations of items (tax 
deductible). For more information call 
(810) 794-7906 (days) or (810) 984-2840 
(after 5:00 p.m.).

Marine City - March 8
Hope Rises Community Concert, 
6135 King Rd., 1:00 p.m. Join Project 
Hope and Harvest Christian Church for a 
family fun celebration of HOPE! Music, 
activities and more. Donations accepted 
at the door. Martial arts demonstration 
provided by LifeCare Martial Arts. For 
more information call (810) 765-5400.

Marysville - March 10-15
National Bubble Week, Marysville 
Library, 1175 Delaware, during Library 
hours. Celebrate National Bubble Week 
by stopping into the library and receiving 
a free mini-bottle of bubbles. Ages 6 and 
under. For more information call (810) 
364-9493.

Algonac - March 12
Hand Stamped Washer Tags, 
Algonac-Clay Library, 2011 St. Clair River 
Dr., 5:30 p.m. Come stamp some metal 
washers with your favorite sayings or 
your name and then make into a necklace, 
bookmark or dog tag. All materials are 
provided. Call (810) 794-4471 to register.

Port Huron - March 12
Irish Tea, Mercy Hospital’s Baggot 
Street Café, 2601 Electric Ave., 2:30 p.m. – 
5:30 p.m. Door prizes. Tickets available at 
the door or from the Mercy Gift Shoppe or 
D of I members. $10 donation, child under 
10 $5. Benefits People’s Clinic. Sponsored 
by D of I Marine City and Emmett.

Yale - March 13-15
Quilt Display, Yale Library, 2 Jones 
St., 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Beautiful quilts 
on display for your viewing pleasure. For 
more information call (810) 387-2940.

Marine City - March 14
Spring Social Dance, Washington 
Life Center, 403 N. Mary, 5:00 p.m. 

Pansy and Paula, the Boot Scootin’ 
Divas will be entertaining. $5 per person. 
Light refreshments provided. For more 
information call (810) 765-3523.

St. Clair - March 14-16
Ice Jam 2014, downtown area, 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, noon 
on Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday. 
Live music, euchre tournament, kid’s zone, 
karaoke, chili cook-off, pancake breakfast, 
polar bear plunge, and more. Proceeds 
to benefit the Marine City High School 
Cross-Country Team, Downriver Helping 
Hands, and the Marine City Maritime 
Days 2014 Festival Fund. Visit www.
maritimedays.com for more information 
and times for each event.

Fair Haven - March 15
Kid Kreations, Ira Township Library, 
7013 Meldrum Rd., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Drop in and make a leprechaun bucket 
craft. Ages 5 – 12. For more information 
call (586) 725-9081.

Port Huron - March 15
Animal Mania, McMorran Place, 701 
McMorran Blvd., noon - 4:00 p.m. For 
children and adults of all ages. Come 
explore the world of animals through 
interactive exhibits and demonstrations. 
Visit our facebook page for more 
information or call (810) 329-4100.

Memphis - March 19
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 
Meeting, Mom’s Country Kitchen, 
81057 S. Main St., 9:00 a.m. Meet some 
new people; join us. For more information 
call (810) 392-5136.

Algonac - March 20, 21, and 22
Algonac Community Theatre 
Presents the New Comedy, “Let’s 
Murder Marsha”, Algonquin Middle 
School, 9185 Marsh Rd., 7:00 p.m. Prices 
range from Thursday bargain night at 
$5 to the $7 through $10 for Friday and 
Saturday. Tickets are available at the Water 
Lily Florist in Algonac or at the door. 
For more information email llrochon@
netscape.net. A theatre and dinner combo 
at Algonac’s Club Capri is also available 
by calling (810) 794-7431 in advance.

Capac - March 20
Digital Photography 1, Capac 
Library, 111 N. Main, 6:00 p.m. Learn the 
basics of digital cameras in this lecture/
discussion session. You do not need to 
own a digital camera to find out all there 
is to know about using one. Registration 
requested by calling (810) 395-7000.

Lakeport - March 20
How and When to Trim, Burtchville 
Twp. Library, 7097 Second St., 6:00 p.m. 
Celebrate the first day of spring by learning 
how and when trees, shrubs and bushes 

should be trimmed. Bring your questions 
and local orchard owner Charles Ruthruff 
will supply answers. Registration requested 
by calling (810) 385-8550.

Marine City - March 20 - April 5
The Snug Theatre Presents 
“The Foreigner”, 160 Water St. For 
show times and to purchase tickets visit 
thesnugtheatre.com or call (810) 278-
1749.

Fair Haven - March 21
Euchre Party, St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, 6745 Palms Rd., registration at 
6:30 p.m., games start at 7:00 p.m. $5 
donation includes free goodies, coffee 
and tea. Hot dogs and pop $1 donation. 
Cash prizes! Call (810) 765-8161 for more 
information.

Port Huron - March 24
2013 Taxes, Port Huron Library, 210 
McMorran Blvd., 7:00 p.m. Do you have 
questions about your 2013 taxes? Stop 
in for a Q and A time with a local tax 
representative. For more information call 
(810) 987-7323, ext. 132 or 130.

Marine City - March 27
Spider-Man Visits the Library, 
Marine City Library, 300 S. Parker, 6:30 
p.m. Join us as we hang out with Spider-
Man and don’t forget your camera. For 
more information call (810) 765-5233.

Marine City - March 28
Finger Foods and Facts with 
Freighter Frank, Washington Life 
Center, 403 N. Mary, 6:00 p.m. Enjoy 
this early evening fete of finger foods 
and a fine lecture to follow at 6:30 p.m. 
Freighter Frank Frisk will discuss facts 
concerning rogue waves wherein he 
will lay a foundation leading to the fall 
presentation of “How Rogue Waves Sank 
the Edmund Fitzgerald”. Tickets for this 
COA fundraising fete are $8 and must 
be purchased by March 21. For more 
information call (810) 765-3523.

Casco Twp. - March 29
Dueling Pianos, Perch Point 
Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner Rd., 
7:00 p.m. Dueling Pianos International is 
a high-energy, all request, sing along, clap 
along, rock n’ roll, comedy piano show 
where the audience is just as much a part 
of the show as the entertainers. Tickets 
$25 include fabulous entertainment, 
prizes, snacks, raffles and more. Cash bar 
available. Proceeds will benefit the M.C. 
Arts Garden Club Projects. Tickets are 
available at Frank Real Estate, High Five 
Nail Salon, The Sweet Tooth and Vera 
Grace Emporium. For more information 
call (810) 765-8717.

Kimball - March 31
Shark & Alligator, Kimball Twp. 

Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 4:00 p.m. 
Come and paint a shark or an alligator 
to take home. Ages 8 – 12. Registration 
requested by calling (810) 982-9171.

Sanilac
Lexington - March 8
Blue Water Folk Society 
Traditional Acoustic Open Mic 
Coffeehouse, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 5646 Main St., 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 
p.m. Sign-up begins at 6:15 p.m. Free 
admission but donations are appreciated. 
Refreshments provided. 50/50 raffle 
for the benefit of Thumbfest. Come 
early to get a good seat. Bring a non-
perishable item for Project Blessing. For 
more information contact dawnmalek@
comcast.net.

Sandusky - March 8 and 22
Thumb Dance, Maple Valley School, 
138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m. – 11:00 
p.m. Everyone welcome. $5 for members, 
$6 for guests. $10 membership per 
year. Bring finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) 
and friends. On March 8 entertainment 
provided by Melody Magic (club provides 
chicken). This is our St. Patrick’s Day 
Dance. March 22 is Dick Hedrich & Son. 
For more information call Leola at (810) 
657-9349 or Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Sanilac - March 16
St. Pat’s Day Celebration, Sanilac 
County Historic Village and Museum, 
Village Church, 228 N. Ridge Rd., 3:00 
p.m. Ourselves will be performing with 
foot stomping Irish music. Tickets $20 for 
adults, $10 for students and will include 
not only the entertainment, but also corn 
beef sandwiches with root beer (not sure 
if it will be green, but if you miss this you 
will be green with envy). Tickets should 
be purchased in advance by calling the 
Museum at (810) 622-9946. Limited 
seating and standing room, some inside 
and some outside (dress warm)!

Tuscola
Vassar - March 3
City Council Public Hearing, High 
School Auditorium, 220 Athletic St., 7:00 
p.m. The public is invited. Topic will be 
the water and sewer rate increases.

Wayne
Grosse Pointe - March 2
Chamber Music Concert, Crystal 
Ballroom at Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
32 Lakeshore Rd., 2:30 p.m. Tickets at 
door $12, remainder of season membership 
$20, 18 and under free. For more 
information call (586) 945-6830 or email 
gpchambermusic@yahoo.com or find us 
on facebook.
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Investments Offered:
IRA’s                  Stocks
CD’s                  Roth IRA’s

401(k) Rollovers       Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance
Tax-Advantage Investments

Life Insurance              
Municipal Bonds
Corporate Bonds

3937 24th Ave.
Port Huron, MI  48059

Contact us:

810-989-0360 
800-520-3988

Jeffpooschfinancial.com
Jeff Poosch Financial Services, Inc. is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA and 

SIPC.  Summit Brokerage Services, Inc. its affiliates and Jeff Poosch Financial Services, Inc. do not give tax or legal advice. 
You should consult an experienced professional regarding the tax consequences of a specific transaction. 

Jeff Poosch
Financial Services, Inc.

For Rent

General

Automobiles for Sale

2008 PT CRUISER 
with front end damage. Repairable.

$2,000 
Call John at (810) 434-1802

1994 CAMARO
V6. Automatic. Runs Good. Sharp Car. 

$1,650 or best.
Call John at (810) 434-1802

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN 
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center 
is available for rental for all occasions. 
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. 
For questions or to book, call Sue 
(810) 278-4395.

Add your business card to this page for only $95
call (810) 794-2300 today!

• Tile
• Basements
• Windows & Doors
• Kitchens & Bathrooms

• Siding
• Small Additions
• Porches & Decks
• Flooring & Drywall

FREE Estimates • 810-420-0844

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONDO, sleeps six, low spring rates 
starting at $757 weekly. Wireless internet, 
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us 
online at gilliganscondo.com or call 
(586) 648-6168.

As low as $ 49.00    On the corner of Glenwood Ave.

Office: 810-982-4349
walshincometax@yahoo.com

728 Ontario St. Port Huron, MI 48060

Patrick Walsh
Income Tax

Bookkeeping Services
BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
OPTICAL

EYEGLASSES OR RX SUNGLASSES

BIRCHWOOD MALL
4460 24th Ave. • Fort Gratiot

Phone 810 385 9638. See store for details

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING

1-800-848-5150

NON ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER CONDITIONING-DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS  SALT DELIVERY

SALES  SERVICE  RENTALS

home water systems

With Coupon. Expires 3/31/2014.$$ WANTED $$
JUNK/UNWANTED CARS

TOP PAY !!!

586-222-1268

Apple Blossom Consignments

There is always something new to discover

New & Gently Used Furniture
and Home Decor

Cathy Winkler, Owner
201 N. Riverside Avenue

St. Clair, MI 48079
In the Riveriew Plaza of St. Clair

810-329-7283
appleblossomconsignments@comcast.net

Fi
sh

ing
 Licenses Available

Fi
sh

ing
 Licenses Available

ANDERSON’S
PRO BAIT
ANDERSON’S
PRO BAIT

www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)
www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 984-3232

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 984-3232

We now stock Lowrance Electronics
and are a Costa Sunglass Dealer

We now stock Lowrance Electronics
and are a Costa Sunglass Dealer

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

ANNUAL
OPEN HOUSE!
MAR. 22 & 23

14TH 15% OFF
FULL SERVICE

GROOMING

ufuripetsalon.com
Feline & Canine Specialist

506 Grand River  Port Huron, MI 48060
810-966-9088

A Place Where Your Pet
Feels Like A Movie Star!
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GOT MICE?

Help Wanted

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY:  CHRISTMAS 
ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS, 
interested in many types. Also unusual 
artificial Christmas trees, such as those 
made out of feathers, aluminum, or other 
unusual materials or those in colors other 
than green – from tabletop size to larger.  
Call if you have just a few or you have a lot! 
Buying all year long. Please call 
(810) 614-8034.

THUMBPRINT NEWS 
has grown tremendously in the last year 

and we are seeking motivated, competitive, 
and hard-working individuals who are 

extremely career-oriented and driven by 
success! We have open sales positions to 
be filled immediately in the Thumb area.

Will train - experience a plus. Both salaried 
and commissioned positions are available.

JOIN OUR TEAM! 
(810) 794-2300 OR (810) 614-8034 entered into 

our year end 
drawing for 
a wonderful 
surprise gift.

According to 
Wikipedia: A 
bed warmer or 
warming pan 
was a common 
household item 
in countries 
with cold winters, especially in Europe. 
It consisted of a metal container, 
usually fitted with a handle and shaped 
somewhat like a modern frying pan, 
with a solid or finely perforated lid. 
The pan would be filled with hot coals 
and placed under the covers of a bed, 
to warm it up and/or dry it out before 
use.

After the invention of rubber, the 
classical bed warmer was largely 
supplanted by the hot water bottle, 

 Each month, ThumbPrint News 
prints a photo of an object or a place 
for our readers to identify. If you think 
you know the answer, email us at 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and put 
“Contest” in the subject line. Be sure to 
include your name, phone number and 
full address. Of all persons submitting 
correct answers by the 15th of the 
month, one person will be randomly 
selected to be entered into a drawing 
for a wonderful surprise gift at the end 
of this year! On December 31, 2014, 
one winner will be drawn and the 
lucky person will be notified. 

In the February 2014 edition, we 
asked our readers to identify what the 
object on the right was:

 Randomly selected from those 
submitting correct answers was Peter 
McGlynn of Macomb, Michigan, who 
correctly identified that the object was 
an antique bed warmer. Peter will be 

which is still widely used. In the early 
20th century, electric blankets and then 
the electric bed warmer, (containing 
a lamp holder and low wattage light 
bulb), were invented to fulfill the same 
need.

For our March contest we are asking 
the question, “What is it?” Identify 
what the object is that is pictured 
below and for what it is used. Email 
your answer to thumbprintnews@
comcast.net. Again, be sure to include 
your name, address and phone number 
in case you are correct and are entered 
in the random drawing at the end of the 
year for a wonderful surprise gift. 
Good luck!

Patricia                                      Certified PCP

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

(586) 596-4159

72 & Older Plus
Cancer/Alopecia

Clients

SPECIALIZING IN EYEBROWS,
EYELINER, EYE SHADOW,

BEAUTY MARKS & AREOLAS

 

WANT TO PLACE A 
FREE 

CLASSIFIED 
LISTING? 

 Individuals, do you have an item 
you would like to BUY? 

(No businesses, please!) 
Place a FREE listing for 

ONE item in our 
Mid-March Online Edition. 

By March 10, email a short 
description of item 
(15 words or less), 

price willing to pay and your 
phone number to

thumbprintnews@comcast.net. 
No free ads accepted by phone. 
Email must include your name 
(which will not be printed in the 
paper). Ads will run FREE online 

only for one month. 

JUDGMENT
RECOVERY

CALL US TODAY! WE CAN HELP YOU COLLECT!
 

NO FEE IF WE CAN’T COLLECT 

  

Having Trouble Collecting On 
Your Court Awarded Judgment?

 

www.DangeloAdavanni.com (248) 519-2355

DEPENDABLE EXPERT REMODELING

AUSTIN CONSTRUCTION

www.austin-construction.com

(810)
334-1060

Local References           Licensed & Insured

Contact us today!
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To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 810-300-7581

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 810-300-7581

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Now available at these fine locations: 
Weekends Everyday

   
Weekends Everyday

 
        

406 Water Street
    

7266 Huron Avenue
 

     
Port Huron MI 48060

  
Lexington MI  48450

 
           
(810) 987-8833

         
(810) 359-3388

 
 

Local distributors and sales reps are needed

 
 

Made in
Michigan
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 Wax in a matter of minutes
High gloss streak free shine
No chalky residue
Future cleanings require 
no soap





Toll Free 1-855-HOT-WAXX
(855-468-9299)

www.sterlingwax.com

that showroom 

Give 
Your RV

SHINE
in minutes!

6601 Burroughs Ave. Sterling Heights, MI. 48314
 586-803-1543

INSTANT TIRE REPAIR
BEAD • VENT • RIM • PUNCTURES 

Automatically Finds and Repairs any Leaks!

TIRE LYNA WON’T LEAVE YOU FLAT
REPAIRS AIR LEAKS UP TO ½” PERMANENTLY
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1. On this day in 1869, postage stamps 
showing scenes were issued for the first 

time in the U.S.

2. On this day in 1864, the baseball 
batter’s box was officially adopted.

3. On this day in 1813, the office of 
Surgeon General of the U.S. Army 

formed.

4. On this day in 1909, President Taft 
was inaugurated as the 27th president 

during a 10” snowstorm.

5. On this day in 1900, the American Hall 
of Fame was founded.

6. On this day in 1902, the Census 
Bureau formed.

7. On this day in 1933, the game of 
“Monopoly” was invented.

8. On this day in 1941, the first baseball 
player was drafted into WW II (Hugh 

Mulcahy, Phillies).

9. On this day in 1933, Congress was 
called into special session by FDR, and 

began its “100 days”.

10. On this day in 1933, Nevada 
became the first U.S. state to 

regulate narcotics.

11. On this day 
in 1888, the 

Great blizzard of ‘88 
struck the Northeast 
U.S.

12. On this day in 1850, the first U.S. 
$20 gold piece was issued.

13. On this day in 1884, the U.S. 
adopted Standard Time.

14. On this day in 1900, U.S. currency 
went on the gold standard.

15. On this day in 
1955, the U.S. 

Air Force unveiled the 
self-guided missile.

16. On this day 
in 1881, the 

Barnum & Bailey Circus 
debuted. 

17. On this day in 1994, it was 
announced there was no smoking in 

the Cleveland Indians’ new ballpark.

18. On this day in 1911, North Dakota 
enacted a hail insurance law.

19. On this day in 1942, FDR ordered 
men between 45 and 64 of age to 

register for non-military duty.

20. On this day in 1952, 
the U.S. Senate 

ratified a peace treaty with 
Japan.

21. On this day in 1944, 
an assassination 

attempt on Hitler failed.

22. On this day in 1960, the first patent 
for lasers was granted to Arthur 

Schawlow and Charles Townes.

23. On this day in 1873, slavery was 
abolished in Puerto Rico.

24. On this day in 1898, the first 
automobile was sold.

25. On this day in 1863, the first Army 
Medal of Honor was awarded.

26. On this day in 1872, Thomas 
J. Martin patented the fire 

extinguisher.

27. On this day in 1924, Canada 
recognized the USSR.

28. On this day in 
1885, the U.S. 

Salvation Army was 
officially organized.

29. On this day in 
1943, meat, butter and cheese were 

rationed in the U.S. during WW II.

30.  On this day in 1972, North 
Vietnamese troops 

entered South Vietnam.

31.  On this day 
in 1967, Jimi 

Hendrix burned his 
guitar for the first time 
(London).

What Happened on This Day in History?

By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor March
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Fully Licensed and Insured• Marine City, MI 48039Fully Licensed and Insured• Marine City, MI 48039

1stcallservices@comcast.net1stcallservices@comcast.net

•TREE WORK & STUMP REMOVAL

•LAND & YARD CLEARING

•BRUSH GRINDING & GROUNDS CLEANUP

•STORM WORK & OUTDOOR SERVICES

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT SPIDERS?
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BEN’S
FURNITURE CENTER
Fort Gratiot by Walmart

BEN’S FINE
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

Downtown Port Huron

BEN’S MATTRESS &
BEDROOM CENTER

Fort Gratiot by Walmart

THREE STORES ON

OPEN 7 DAYS MON. - SAT. 10-8 P.M., SUN 12-6 P.M.
1-810-385-6530      1-810-984-4215   Toll Free 1-866-221-2367      1-810-385-5205

M
25

www.bensff.com

$1998$1998
Compare at $3399  

$1298$1298

Flexsteel Leather 
Reclining Sofa

NO INTEREST
TIL

2015

BEN’S

Wallsaver

100 fabric choices at one price


