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YOU DIDN’T COME THIS FAR TO LOSE EVERYTHING.
Estate – Retirement – Wealth Preservation - Nursing Home – Elder Law    

 586-468-6793 . simaskolaw.com 
319 North Gratiot Avenue • Mount Clemens, MI 48043

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Planning for the future is the best thing you can do as you approach 
your golden years. A comprehensive estate plan from Simasko Law 
can do wonders to keep them comfortable and bright. It’s an 
excellent way to preserve your assets and ensure the financial 
security you and your loved ones deserve. Appointments also available in Fort Gratiot, MI

See CHRISTMAS TREE WALK, Page 9

7
OFFER EXPIRES: 01/04/2015

By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

The Christmas season is a time for memories.  Our hearts grow 
tender with childhood remembrances of family and the special 
traditions that keep the holiday alive in our hearts all year long 
as we wait in anticipation for Christmas to come once again.  
Whatever your own family’s traditions are, they become part 
of your collective memory of what Christmas is all about and 
often become important rituals to pass down from generation to 
generation.

Whether your childhood was spent in the 1920s or any decade 
to the present day, there is one place in the Thumb area that can 
transport you back to the Christmas of your youth – the History 
of the Christmas Tree Walk in Algonac, Michigan.

Over 150 decorated trees will be on display for nine days 
only starting December 12 in the 9,500 square foot log home of 
Allen and Diane Kodet.  Authentic ornaments from the 1850s 

until the present can be 
found displayed in all 
rooms on all three levels 
of the home.  Storyboards 
inform the visitors of the 
history of Christmas in 
America.  In addition to 
trees representing each 
decade, there are also 
many themed trees.

This will be the 11th 
year that Allen and Diane 
have opened their home to 
the public to share the vast 

collection of over 100,000 Christmas ornaments and display pieces 
that represent a life-long passion for collecting for the couple.  
Several months are spent decorating every year and making each 
year’s display more spectacular than the previous one.  It is a labor 
of love that has to be seen to be appreciated.  And Allen and Diane 
like nothing better than helping visitors recreate memories of their 
past Christmases.

The first recorded display of a decorated Christmas tree has been 
traced to Riga, Latvia, in 1510, and the custom became popular in 
16th- and 17th-century Germany as upper class Protestant families 
decorated their homes and guildhalls with pines and firs garnished 
with nuts, dates and apples.

Christmas trees grew in popularity 
in Germany throughout the early 
1800s, and German immigrants to the 
United States brought the tradition 
with them to their new homeland, 
likely after 1820.

However, it wasn’t until the famed 
British monarch, Queen Victoria, 
gave her royal stamp of approval that 
the decorated Christmas tree became 
forever a part of America’s Christmas 
tradition.  An illustrated engraving 
of a decorated Christmas tree at 
Windsor Castle in 1848 in the London 
News’ special 16-page Christmas 
supplement became an instant hit in America.  Queen Victoria was 
a trendsetter, not only in England at that time, but also in America.  
From then on, the decorated Christmas tree was here to stay.
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“It is good to be children sometimes, and 
never better than at Christmas, when its mighty 
Founder was a child Himself.” 
– Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol

Fun in the 
Thumb!
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ThumbPrint News
Travels

Visit www.TheChristmasWalk.com

From Pigskin 
to Pastime
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Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland 
in Frankenmuth, Michigan, opened in 
1945 and grew until today it is billed as 
“The World’s Largest Christmas Store”.  
Growing up in Midland, Michigan, in the 
1950s, it became a family tradition to make 
an annual trip to Bronner’s in December.  
I can remember being mesmerized by the 
thousands of ornaments and most of all the 
animated Christmas figurines.   However, 
in the midst of all this wonderment, every 
year I faced a dilemma that was almost 
unsolvable for a child my age.  My parents 
would allow me to pick out one Christmas 
ornament to buy and to take home for our 
Christmas tree.  This was the one time 
during the year that they didn’t put a price 
limit on something they were allowing me 
to purchase.  I could pick out anything I 
wanted.  But it had to be 
only one.

I know that what seemed 
like several hours would 
pass before I had gone 
down aisle after aisle of 
ornaments and finally had 
chosen that one special 
one.  It would be boxed 
up at the counter, paid for 
and I wasn’t allowed to 
open the box again on the 
drive home until we once 
again stood in front of our 
own Christmas tree in our 
living room.  Then, ever 

so carefully, the precious ornament was 
removed from the box and I was able to 
hang it in a special spot on 
the tree.

Each year, this tradition 
was repeated, and I 
was always allowed to 
hang my own special 
ornaments on the tree that 
had accumulated over the 
years.  It wasn’t until I 
finally had a family of my 
own that I was given these 
special ornaments to adorn 
my own tree.  They always 
occupied the best places 
among the branches.

I don’t remember every 
ornament I ever chose and I am sure that 
over the years a few got broken.  But I do 

know my two favorites.  One 
was a man on the moon who 
had a special removable glass 
helmet.  The other was a small 
plastic baby angel made out 
of a material that glowed in 
the dark.  The latter seldom 
remained on the Christmas 
tree when I was a child 
because I was always taking 
it off the tree and going into 
a closet so I could watch it 
glow.  And, yes, I still have 
it today and it holds a special 
memory for me on our angel 
tree.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Unlike the glow-in-the dark 

angel ornament which was virtually 
indestructible, the man on the moon 
ornament was just about as fragile as an 
ornament could possibly be.  And yet, it 

made it through my childhood 
with my clumsy hands hanging 
it on the tree every year.  It 
made it through being passed 
down to me as an adult to hang 
on my own tree.  But, then, 
several years ago, tragedy 
struck.  As I was putting it on 
our tree, I dropped it.  It broke.

Now, normally when 
something material breaks, it 
doesn’t upset me that much.  
Most things are replaceable.  
But breaking this ornament 
did affect me a lot.  It was 
suddenly like a magical 
memory of my Christmases 

past was gone.  It was a link to traditions 
shared with parents who no longer were on 
this earth.  I felt bad……

However, I glued the pieces back 
together and, although it is no longer 
perfect, the magical memories surrounding 
it from my childhood days are.  I once 
again hang that cherished ornament (along 
with the angel) on my tree each year – and 
I stand back and remember everything I 
love about Christmas.

I hope you are creating magical family 
memories and traditions this year and that 
the peace and joy of this blessed season 
will come to you and all you love and 
remain with you all year.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from the entire ThumbPrint News Staff.  



December 2014  Page 3

12/31/14 12/31/14 12/31/14 12/31/14

S’

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT FLEAS?

BioGuardDIMENSION ONE SPAS®

Mon. - Sat.: 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Closed on Sundays

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059 

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

(810) 385-6063
NEW WINTER HOURS

Financing
Available!

UltraPure &
UltraPure Plus
Management System

84% of the power UltraPure 
uses is returned to the water,

heating your hot tub for FREE! 

Winter Tanning
Special

$3850

1 Month
Unlimited Hex Students

$5 Off
*Per Package

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC
St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165

Eliminate High Heating Bills!

Don’t wait any longer! Start
saving money on your heating
bill when you heat your entire
home, water and more with the
safe, comfortable heat of a
Central Boiler outdoor furnace.

It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed.
See your local dealer for more information.

Several Delivery Options Available
810.433.1613
Fax your order to:  810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com

$5OFF
of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink 

valued at $20 or more. 
One coupon per purchase.

any purchase



Page 4  December 2014

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In the November 2104 edition of 
ThumbPrint News, we found two errors in 
the article “Chesterfield Township Reader 
Takes ThumbPrint News to Turkey, Brazil 
and the Philippines!” 

The first, we misspelled Philippines in 
the title. Second, we placed Turkey’s and 
Philippines’ flags in the wrong spots. They 
should be reversed. Our apologies to the 
contributor and readers for these errors.

Dear Editor,
I am writing today to give thanks to some 

very special people in the Algonac Lions 
Club.  These people are not just around on 
the holidays, but every day! 

I was watching my grandson Abraham 
when he took my glasses and set them on 
the floor and I, not knowing, stepped right 
on them, breaking them into two pieces.  
I tried glue and duct tape and got them 
together, while dropping glue on the lens.  
It was hard to see and really looked bad.  
One of my friends where I live called the 
Lions Club and they called me and bought 
my glasses.  They sent me to CVS and I 
even had my eyes checked for damage from 
diabetes, which hadn’t been checked in 
years.  I was going to meet them today and 
bring a dish and have fellowship, but my 
brake line broke in my Pontiac.  I am not 
able to do what I wanted, so I was hoping 
your paper would print my letter and thank 
them all from the bottom of my heart.

I hope everyone in Algonac knows how 
wonderful these people and the Lion group 
are.  Just want to brag!  I will in the future 
find a way to bless them!  God bless!

Brenda
Algonac Housing

Dear Editor,
This will be the 14th year that the St. 

Clair County Library System has set up 
Mitten Trees to collect mittens, gloves, hats 
and scarves. These items are then donated to 

local charitable organizations throughout St. 
Clair County.

You are invited to place new or handmade 
mittens, gloves, scarves, earmuffs and hats 
upon the tree at any of the Library’s 11 
locations.

Over 2,700 items were collected and 
donated last year during one of our coldest 
and snowiest winters.  Help us continue to 
keep our communities warm.

Library locations are:
Main Library/Port Huron  210 

McMorran Blvd., Port Huron   
810.987.7323 or 877.987.7323 

Algonac-Clay Township 2011 St. Clair 
River Dr., Algonac   810.794.4471 

Burtchville Township 7093 Second St., 
Lakeport   810.385.8550

Capac 111 N. Main, Capac   
810.395.7000

G. Lynn Campbell/Kimball 1955 N. 
Allen Rd., Kimball   810.982.9171

Ira Township 7013 Meldrum Rd., Fair 
Haven   586.725.9081 

Marine City  300 S. Parker, Marine City   
810.765.5233 

Marysville 1175 Delaware, Marysville  
810.364.9493   

Memphis  34830 Potter St., Memphis   
810.392.2980 

St. Clair  310 S. Second St., St. Clair   
810.329.3951 

Yale  2 Jones St., Yale   810.387.2940
From,
Marketing Department of the St. Clair
County Library System

Dave Watson ll and friend Charles 
Valcore ll ride on wagon while 

transporting hay bails.

Dave Watson ll and friend Charles 
Valcore ll ride on wagon while 

transporting hay bails.

Unsatisfied
  Judgement?
We collect or you don’t pay.

586-279-DEBT(3328)
www.mutualequitynow.com

Do you have an uncollected Judgment? Is your Defendant avoiding
collection? Are you owed money for promissory notes, contracts, 
landlord tenant, child support or money loaned and are not getting 
                        paid? We are experienced in Debt Collection, Garnish- 
                        ments, Contract Enforcement and Loan Workouts, and 
                        can assist you in collecting the funds you are owed!

MUTUAL EQUITY
Holdings

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Call our Pest Control Division

We Can Rid Your Home 
of Fleas & Ticks

Toll Free: 877-794-5678

Licensed & Insured
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FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM
Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
 the  middle ear

FREE
Hearing

Screening
$130Valued at

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Hearing Aids
as low as
$995

BeltoneTurn75 OpenFit
Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase

or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 12/31/14

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services

May Receive  Up To

$2,500*

Towards Two Hearing Aids*

*Certain  restrictions   may    apply

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand

of Hearing Aid.

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries
Offer expires 12/31/14

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler

                   UAW
entitled to

2 FREE*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.

810-937-6894
800-352-4816

MarineCity
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com

Skoric Hearing  Aid Center

LJ-0001042400-01

Expires 12/31/14

BELTONE
has the only

2.4GHz streaming 
wireless technology

in the USA

Easy
Payment

Plans
Available

Easy
Payment

Plans
Available

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT BATS?

By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

1.  On this day in 1913, the first drive-in 
automobile service station opened, in 

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.

2. On this day in 1927, 
the Ford Motor 

Company unveiled the 
Model A automobile. It was 
the successor to the Model T.

3. On this day in 1982, doctors at the University 
of Utah Medical Center removed the 

respirator of Barney Clark. The retired dentist had 
become the world’s first recipient of a permanent 
artificial heart only one day before.

4. On this day in 1991, Associated Press 
correspondent Terry Anderson was released 

after nearly seven years in captivity in 
Lebanon.

5. On this day in 1932, German 
physicist Albert Einstein was 

granted a visa making it possible for 
him to travel to the U.S.

6. On this day in 1865, the 13th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution was ratified. The 

amendment abolished slavery in the U.S.

7. On this day in 1941, Pearl Harbor, located on 
the Hawaiian island of Oahu, was attacked 

by nearly 200 Japanese warplanes. The attack 
resulted in the U.S. entering into World War II.

8. On this day in 1952, on 
the show I Love Lucy, a 

pregnancy was acknowledged 
in a TV show for the first time. 

9. On this day in 1907, 
Christmas Seals went 

on sale for the first time, in the 
Wilmington, Delaware, post office.

10. On this day in 1939, The National Football 
League’s attendance exceeded one million 

in a season for the first time.

11. On this day in 1941, Germany and Italy 
declared war on the United States. The U.S. 

in turn declared war on the two countries.

12.   On this day in 1925, The “Motel Inn,” the 
first motel in the world, opened in San Luis 

Obispo, California.

13. On this day in 1809, the first abdominal 
surgical procedure was performed in 

Danville, Kentucky, on Jane Todd Crawford. The 
operation was performed without an anesthetic.

14. On this day in 
1988, CBS won 

the exclusive rights to 
Major League Baseball’s 1990-94 seasons for $1.1 
billion.

15. On this day in 1791, the U.S., in the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution, known 

as the Bill of Rights, went into effect following 
ratification by the state of Virginia.

16. On this day in 1912, the 
first postage stamp to 

depict an airplane was issued. 
It was a 20-cent parcel-post 
stamp. 

17. On this day in 1969, The U.S. Air Force 
closed its Project “Blue Book” by concluding 

that there was no evidence of extraterrestrial 
spaceships behind thousands of UFO sightings.

18. On this day in 1979, the sound barrier was 
broken on land for the first time by Stanley 

Barrett when he drove at 739.6 mph.

19. On this day in 1973, Johnny Carson started 
a fake toilet-paper scare on the Tonight 

Show.

20. On this day in 1860, South Carolina 
became the first state to secede from the 

American Union. 

21. On this day in 1620, 
The Mayflower and 

its passengers, pilgrims from 
England, landed at Plymouth 
Rock, Massachusetts.

22. On this day in 1990, 
Lech Walesa was 

sworn in as Poland’s first 
popularly elected president.

23. On this day in 1888, 
following a quarrel with 

Paul Gauguin, Dutch painter 
Vimcent Van Gogh cut off part of 
his own earlobe.

24. On this day in 1948, the 
first completely solar-heated house 

became occupied in Dover, Massachusetts.

25. On this day in 1223, St. Francis of Assisi 
assembled one of the first Nativity 

scenes, in Greccio, Italy.

26. On this day in 1898, Marie and Pierre 
Curie discovered radium.

27. On this day 
in 1947, the 

children’s television 
program Howdy Doody, 
hosted by Bob Smith, 
made its debut on NBC.

28. On this day 
in 1945, The 

U.S. Congress officially recognized the “Pledge of 
Allegiance.”

29. On this day in 1952, the first transistorized 
hearing aid was offered for sale by 

Sonotone Corporation.

30.  On this day n 1953, the first color TV sets 
went on sale for about $1,175.

31.   On this day in 1979, at year end oil prices 
were 88% higher than at the start of 1979. 
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  If you have not yet joined our Thumb Bird group and would 
like to do so, the only requirements are that you live or have
lived in the Thumb of Michigan and that you now spend part or all of the year 
in Florida. Email us your name and addresses in both Michigan and Florida, 
your phone number, and an email address where we can contact you. The 
purpose of this social group is to share ideas, places to visit, restaurants, etc. 
that have to do with our Florida experiences and to occasionally get together in 
both Florida and Michigan to talk about all things Michigan and Florida. 
Email your information to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. We will 
welcome you to the group and send you an invitation to 
our 3rd get-together, which will take place in Florida in 
February 2015. In the meantime, enjoy this joke with a 
Thumb Bird twist:

Are You a

Thumb Bird?

Thumb Birds Begin Heading South
Snowbird: a northerner who moves to
a warmer southern state in the winter

Thumb Bird: a snowbird from the
Thumb area of Michigan (and who
enjoys reading ThumbPrint News)

A man and his wife were driving their RV across Florida and were nearing
a town called Kissimmee. They noted the strange spelling and tried to
figure how to pronounce it -- KISS-a-me; kis-A-me; kis-a-ME?

They grew more perplexed as they drove into the town. Since they were hungry, they
pulled into a restaurant to get something to eat. At the counter, the man said to the
waitress; "My wife and I can't seem to be able to figure out how to pronounce this
place. Will you tell me where we are and say it very slowly so that I can understand?"

The woman looked at him and said; "Buuurrrgerrr Kiiiinnnng."

Each month, ThumbPrint News 
prints a photo of an object or a place 
for our readers to identify. If you think 
you know the answer, go to www.
thumbprintnews.com and enter your 
answer. Of all persons submitting correct 
answers by the 15th of the month, one 
person will be randomly selected to be 
entered into a drawing for a wonderful 
surprise gift at the end of this year! On 
December 31, 2014, one winner will 
be drawn and the lucky person will be 
notified.

In the November 2014 edition, we 
asked our readers to identify what the 
object pictured below was:

Unfortunately, no one correctly 
guessed that November’s picture was an 
electrically heated lunch box.

Here are a couple of other photos of 
the lunch box, which was patented in 
1953 by Ernst Gronlund of Algonac, 
Michigan.

When the patent was applied for 
in 1951, the following is a partial 
description of the lunch box that was 
submitted:

An important object of the invention 
is to provide a lunch box designed in a 
novel manner for heating the contents 

thereof and for incorporating an 
electrical heating unit which is readily 
removable for repair and replacement. 

Another 
important object 
of the invention 
is……having 
an insulated 
compartment 
for heating 
food contents 
and which is 
arranged to 
protectingly 
receive a 
removable 
electrical 
heating unit. A 

further important object of the invention 
is to provide an improved lunch box 
structure which is composed of parts 
capable of being manufactured and 
assembled at low cost and which is 
adaptable at the time of manufacture to 
receive any one of several different forms 
of electrical heating appliances.

For our December contest we are 
asking the question, “What is it?”  
Identify what the object is that is pictured 
below and for what it is used. Remember 
– go to www.thumbprintnews.com if you 
know the answer. Good luck! 

www.jimrankinmeats.com

4319 Lapeer Road, Port Huron • 810.984.1628
We accept the Michigan Bridge Card (EBT)

HOURS: Mon.,Tues., Wed., & Thurs., 9-5:30; Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

Bring in your boneless venison 
and have delicious venison 

sausage made!

Deer Processing
$75

Check out our 2014 Venison Processing info at www.jimrankinmeats.com

Our Homemade Sausage and Jerky Make Great Gifts!

Christmas Specialties
• Standing Rib 
  Roasts
• Pork Crown 
  Roasts
• Rolled Beef/Pork Roasts
• Filet Mignon
• Dearborn Spiral Hams
• Semi-Boneless Hams
• Boneless Baked Hams
• Fresh Kielbasa
• Christmas Sausage

Order a Standing Rib Roast
(Prime Rib) for the Holiday!
• Hand Tied 
  (Never Netted)
• Complimentary
  Cooking Instructions
• Seasoned Free Upon Request
  (Salt/Pepper/Garlic)
• Bone is Tied Back for Ease of 
  Carving
• Boneless Rib Roasts Available Too!
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ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT MICE?

Feline Lower 
Urinary Tract 

Disease
By Dr. DiBenedetto
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Last month when I talked 
about urinary tract disease I 
only mentioned dogs because 
feline lower urinary tract 
disease (FLUTD) is much more 
complicated and difficult to 
treat. FLUTD is a collection 
of conditions that have more 
than one possible cause, but 
generally present with similar 
symptoms. Cats with FLUTD 
are typically middle-aged, 
neutered, and/or overweight. 
Environmental factors, such as 
multi-cat households, changes 
in the litter box location, litter type, or 
cleanliness, changes in diet, and/or changes 
in your cat’s routine (e.g., no longer goes 
outside, owner does not play with cat as 
much due to factors like marriage, children 

or changes in a work schedule) 
can increase a cat’s risk of 
developing lower urinary tract 
disease.

The most common cause 
of FLUTD is called Feline 
Idiopathic Cystitis (FIC). This 
appears to be an inflammatory 
bladder disease. The term 

idiopathic means no known 
cause for this disease has 
been found.  Some research 
indicates stress plays a major 
role in its development, but at 
this time it is still considered 
a diagnosis of exclusion after 
ruling out all other possible 
causes. Cats suffering from 

FIC make frequent attempts to urinate, 
strain to urinate, urinate outside of the 
litter box, meow or howl while urinating 
(indicating pain with urination) and often 
are found to have blood in their urine. 

Signs of lower urinary tract disease in cats 
with non-obstructive FIC often resolve 
spontaneously within a couple of weeks 
regardless of treatment. Because there is 
no known cause, eliminating the disease is 
difficult. It is very common for cats to have 
recurring bouts of FIC. 

Other causes include bladder stones 
that form from crystals that build up in the 
urine. Crystal formation happens when 
the pH of the cat’s urine is altered. This is  
mainly due to your cat’s diet. Many cats 
will need to be on a special prescription 
diet that aids in keeping the pH at a level 
where the crystals will not form. However, 
despite all our efforts, some pets will form 
stones even when they are on the special 
diets. The other complication that can be 
caused by crystals in the urine mixing with 
cellular debris is a urethral plug. This can 
block your cat from 
being able to urinate, 
especially male cats, 
because their urethras 
are very narrow.  Cats 
that are blocked will 
also try to urinate more 
frequently, meow or 
howl when in the litter 
box and produce no 
urine. They will also be 
painful in the belly area 
when you pick them 

up and start to vomit and get lethargic the 
longer they are blocked. Being blocked is a 
medical emergency and your cat should be 
seen by a veterinarian as soon as possible. 

Less common causes of FLUTD are 
bacterial urinary tract infections and 
bladder cancer, both of which tend to 
occur in cats older than 10 years of age 
and rarely in younger cats. Next month I 
will discuss how we diagnose, treat and/ or 
control recurrences of feline lower urinary 
tract disease.  

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a 
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary 
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, 
Michigan. The hospital website is: www.
MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.  
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248) 
585-2622 for other pet related questions.

Male Urinary 
Tract System

Female Urinary Tract System

Now available at these fine locations:
Weekends Everyday Weekends Everyday

406 Water Street 7266 Huron Avenue
Port Huron MI 48060 Lexington MI  48450

(8 0) 987-8833 (810) 359 3388
Local distributors and sales reps are needed

Now available at these fine locations:

Local distributors and sales reps are needed

Made in
Michigan

 Wax in a matter of minutes
High gloss streak free shine
No chalky residue
Future cleanings require 
no soap





Toll Free 1-855-HOT-WAXX
(855-468-9299)

www.sterlingwax.com

Toll Free 1-855-HOT-WAXX
(855-468-9299)

www.sterlingwax.com

that showroom 

Give 
Your RV

SHINE
in minutes!

that showroom 

Give 
Your RV

SHINE
in minutes!

1 -

Weekends Everyday Weekends Everyday
406 Water Street 7266 Huron Avenue

Port Huron MI 48060 Lexington MI  48450
(8 0) 987-8833 (810) 359 33881 -

 Wax in a matter of minutes
High gloss streak free shine
No chalky residue
Future cleanings require 
no soap





 

  

BE A GAS MISER!BE A GAS MISER!● Improves Engine Ef�ciency
● Reduces Maintenance
● Reduces Noxious Emissions
● Reduces Fuel Consumption
● Provides Optimal Performance

Visit us online at 
www.MicrolonProducts.com

ASK ABOUT 
ULTRABLUE ICE

ASK ABOUT 
ULTRABLUE ICE

6601 Burroughs Avenue
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

866-452-391125% OFF
ENTIRE PURCHASE

PROMO CODE:
 TN25
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TICKET PRICES
$15/Adult

$8/Child (age 2-15)
(under 2 are free)

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL OR VISIT

(810) 794-2300
TheChristmasWalk.com

Over 150 Trees!

Over 150 decorated Christmas trees tell the story of Christmas in America from the 1850s 
until the present.  All are displayed inside a 9,500 square foot log home in Algonac, Michigan, 
for nine nights only in December.  Visitors can purchase tickets at the former Foxfire Farm 
Country Store, 8061 Marsh Rd. in Algonac, on any night the Walk is open starting at 5:30 
p.m., with the last tickets being sold at 8:00 p.m.  The home will be open for viewing from 6:00 
p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  Parking will be at 8061 Marsh Rd. where a continuously running shuttle 
(from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.) will take visitors to and from the home.  Visitors should allow 
at least one hour to view the home.
Upon arriving at Foxfire Farm, visitors purchasing a ticket will be given a numbered shuttle 
ticket.  Once that number is called, visitors can board the shuttle for the short ride to the 
home.  Those who purchased advance tickets before December 1 will also need to turn in 
their advance tickets for a shuttle ticket.  Large groups of persons can be accommodated, 
but may be split up on different shuttles.  Shuttle tickets will be handed out starting at 5:30 
p.m.  and ending at 8:00 p.m. and will be called for boarding in the order in which they were 
handed out.  A small wait to board the shuttle may occur, depending on the attendance (usu-
ally not exceeding 30 minutes).  Hot chocolate and cookies will be available while waiting.
The log home has three levels which are accessible only by log stairs.  Persons who have 
difficulty walking or climbing stairs will only be able to access the lowest level of the home, 
where about 1/3 of the trees are displayed.  There is no smoking allowed on the shuttle or in 
the home.  Visitors to the Walk will be asked to cover their shoes with plastic shoe protectors 
that will be provided at the door to the home.  Alternately, shoes or boots can be removed 
upon entering the home, if desired.  Children are welcome, but must remain with their parents 
at all times and cannot be allowed to handle objects in the home or on the trees.  Pets are not 
allowed.  Cameras are welcome.

WHEN:
Dec. 12, 13, 14, 15,
19, 20, 21, 22 & 23

6:00P.M. - 9:00P.M.
Tickets to the Christmas Walk make great gifts for everyone on
your list and are a perfect way to entertain out of town guests.

The Christmas Walk will not be open on Christmas Eve or after Christmas.

Many families have made the Christmas Walk a yearly tradition.
2014’s Walk is the best ever with many new trees added since 2013!

11th Annual
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GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!
CHRISTMAS TREE WALK
Continued from Page 1

The Kodets’ extensive research has 
assisted them in their knowledge of 
identifying from what 
period a Christmas 
ornament comes.  
They continue to 
collect and to expand 
their knowledge of 
not only the history of 
Christmas ornaments 
but also of lighting, 
other decorations and 
even of artificial trees.

In 2003 the Kodets, 
who had only been in 
their new log home for 
about a year, decided 
to host a holiday party 
for friends and co-
workers.  By this time 
the Kodet’s Christmas 
collection had grown exponentially and 
they thought it would be fun to put up 
more than one tree and decorate them 
all for the holiday party.  Approximately 
15 trees were put up and decorated with 
ornaments from the Kodet’s collection.

As it turned out, this was the beginning 
of a holiday tradition that no one, not even 
the Kodets at the time, could possibly 
imagine how large it would grow in future 
years.  The guests to the party were in 
awe of the ornaments, the home and the 
decorations.  Someone suggested that the 
Kodets should really do this every year – 
and open their doors to the public.

After the party was over and the clean-
up was finished, the Kodets really didn’t 
think much about that person’s suggestion.  
It was when the trees were being taken 
down after the holidays that Diane once 
again thought about it.  She started 
thinking about it more and more until the 
seeds of an idea 
began.  She 
would call it 
“The History of 
the Christmas 
Tree Walk” 
because her 
idea was to put 
up many trees 
but have each 
one represent a 
certain decade 
in the history 
of Christmas tree decorating in America, 
beginning with the 1850s.

Eventually she presented the idea to 
Allen. Together they added other elements 
to the idea and made the decision to 
plan the first Christmas Tree Walk for 
December of 2004 – something that took 
many months of research, planning and 
preparation.  When December rolled 
around with over 30 trees on display and 

the day neared for the first ever public 
showing of their massive collection, both 
Allen and Diane wondered if it would be 
successful or not.  However, over 1000 
visitors that first year proved that the 

magic of Christmas attracts 
young and old alike.

Many people have 
made the Christmas 
Walk a yearly tradition.  
However, if you have 
gone only one time or 
have never had the chance 
to experience the magic, 
this is one year you don’t 
want to miss!  During 
this year’s 11th Annual 
History of the Christmas 
Tree Walk over 150 trees 
will be showcased, with 
many ornaments that have 
never been seen during 
past Walks, in addition to 
added vintage and antique 

Christmas cards and décor items.
During each of the nine nights of the 

Walk, knowledgeable guides are available 
on each level of the home to answer 
questions about the Christmas trees, 
ornaments and decorations 
and about the log home itself, 
which always generates a lot of 
interest as well.  Five bedrooms, 
seven bathrooms, an indoor 
swimming pool and a magnificent 
natural stone fireplace that towers through 
all three levels in the center of the home, 
a seven foot chandelier made of naturally 
shed elk horns in the living room coupled 
with rustic furniture and décor themed 
around Michigan wildlife are some of the 
reasons that the home was twice featured 
in national log home magazines.

Visitors to the Christmas Tree Walk will 
find signage by many of the trees that are 
helpful in understanding the history of 

various ornaments and 
decorations.  Most 
people spend an hour 
or more relaxing 
and reminiscing 
about ornaments and 
memories from their 
own childhoods.  
Places to sit and relax 
are also provided.

The following are a 
small sampling of the 

unusual ornaments that are displayed on 
the trees:

• Scrap Ornaments - From the Civil 
War until the late 1900s, a scrapbook 
craze swept across America.  Almost 
every woman and child 
kept a scrapbook.  The 
German’s perfection of 
the printing process led to 
a vast array of embossed 
chromolithographs 

which were used in greeting cards, calling 
cards and calendars.  Many of these were 
cut out and added to scrapbooks.  By the 
late 1890s, the printers made the figures 
with mirror-image reverse sides which 
could now be pasted together and used as 
decorations on the Christmas tree.  These 
were then embellished with tinsel, ribbon 
and other items.

• Dresden Ornaments – Collectors 
of Christmas ornaments often regard 
discovering a Dresden 
ornament a highlight 
of their efforts.  Made 
primarily of cardboard, 
they acquired the name 
“Dresden” as the majority 
of these ornaments were 
manufactured in or near 
Dresden, Germany, between 
1880 and 1910.  There are 
both flat and three-dimensional Dresdens, 
which often represent people, animals and 
household objects. 

• Pressed Cotton Ornaments – Some 
of the older ornaments that have withstood 

the test of time have been those 
manufactured from pressed cotton.  

Most of these were fashioned from 
the mid-1870s to the early 1900s.  
The cotton ornaments that have 

disappeared can be mostly attributed 
to the fact that, although they did not 

break, they were often hung on the lower 
branches of the trees and children would 
take them off and use them as toys!

• Kugels  –  One of the very first blown 
glass balls that were produced 
for Christmas trees, kugels 
appeared as early as 1848 
in advertisements.  They are 
extremely heavy compared 
to the blown glass ornaments of later 
years and range in size from under one 
inch to 14 inches in diameter.  They were 
produced in a wide range of colors and 
color effects the price, with red being the 
most rare.

• Blown Glass Ornaments – In 1870, a 
leading glass factory owner in the village 
of Lauscha in Germany perfected, with 
the help of a pharmacist, a new silver 
coating recipe that was able to replace the 
heavy liquid lead used to 
line Kugels.  This new 
process led the way to 
lighter ornaments and 
ones that could be blown 
into molds.  The molds 
took the shape of almost 
every item imaginable 
and became a cottage industry in the 
town of Lauscha that brought the people 
out of misery and poverty.  Almost every 
family there was involved in the process 
of ornament making up until the turn of 
the century.  Today, these are some of the 
most reproduced ornaments.  However, the 
authentic ones are also some of the most 

intriguing of all ornaments on an antique 
tree.

Allen Kodet says that people return 
year after year to share in this wonderful 
holiday display.  “It has become a tradition 
with many people.  They come one year 
and return again and again with family 
and friends – sometimes even in the same 
year.  We have had two marriage proposals 
during the Christmas walk.  We have 
people laugh or get misty-eyed when they 
see a tree that reminds them of one from 
their childhood.  People just have the 
greatest time.  They can sit and relax as 

long as they want in front of one of the 
four fireplaces in the home.  It is not 
a guided tour – everyone can take as 
long as they want to become totally 
wrapped up in the magical moments 
of Christmases past and present.”

The History of the Christmas Tree Walk 
will leave you speechless.  Older persons 
will be reminded of Christmas days from 
their past.  Younger persons will be in 
awe of decorations rarely seen on trees 
today.  Create or recreate Christmas family 
memories that will last a lifetime.  When 
Allen Kodet was asked how many more 
years they plan on having the Christmas 
Walk, he replied, “This is truly a passion 
for us.  As long as our health remains 
and the future remains bright, we plan 
on continuing.  However, since no one 
can predict the future, this year we have 
created the best Christmas display ever 
and it is definitely the one not to be 
missed. Remember, it’s magical inside the 
Christmas Extravaganza 2014!” 

“I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, 
the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all 
Three shall strive within me. I will not shut 
out the lessons that they teach!” 

“God bless us, every one!” 

– Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
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GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?

Medicare annual enrollment is Oct. 15 
to Dec. 7. Don't miss the deadline. 
Call Sherri Gottleber, of St. Clair and Sanilac County 
Farm Bureaus, a licensed and certified independent 
agent for Blue Cross® Blue Shield® of Michigan and 
Blue Care Network, at (810) 648-9343.

Calling the agent's phone number above will direct you to a licensed, independent 
agent who may be compensated for his or her role in your enrollment. For more 
information, call 1-888-563-3307 from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Friday, with 
weekend hours Oct. 1 through Feb. 14. TTY users should call 711. Medicare Plus 
BlueSM, BCN AdvantageSM and Prescription BlueSM are PPO, HMO-POS and PDP 
plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in Medicare Plus Blue, BCN Advantage 
and Prescription Blue depends on contract renewal. This is not a complete listing 
of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, please contact 
1-800-MEDICARE (TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048), 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, or consult www.medicare.gov. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations and independent licensees of the 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Y0074_S_15AgtAEPnewsAd FB CMS Accepted 11042014

ATTENTION Medicare Beneficiaries

By Gabriel Jones
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Wife:  “Gabriel!”
Gabriel:  “Yes, love?”
Wife:  “Every once in a while, it comes to 

me that my husband is a veteran of the Korean 
War.”

Gabriel:  “You’ve got it right, love.”
Wife:  “Well, it makes me real proud 

whenever it comes to mind.”
Gabriel:  “Yes, love..and I’m proud to know 

that I served my country.”
Wife:  “But, Gabriel…what amazes me is how 

you men, with different backgrounds, worked 
together to get the job done.  I know you told me 
at the time but that was quite a while back. Tell 
me again.”  

Gabriel:  “Well…we all lived in a very 
large open room which contained many beds 
placed about three feet apart. At the foot of 
each bed was a clothes locker and a trunk 
which contained the soldier’s possessions.  
Every recruit was expected to have clean, neat 
clothing.  The bedding had to have clean sheets 
and blankets.  We also had to keep our area very 
clean - sweeping and mopping the floor around 
each bed.  We also were inspected by a superior 
once a week to be sure that we had clean, neat 
clothing and very clean surroundings.       

Wife:  “Well, Gabriel…think…why am I 
bringing all of this up?”

Gabriel:  “Oh?”
Wife:  “Gabriel…Look at your present 

surroundings….underwear, shirts and trousers 
on the floor in the corners of the bedroom, 
papers, books, newspapers, and empty desert 
dishes in the family room.”

Gabriel:  “Wait a minute, love…Now I know 
where this is going…  What do you want me to 
do?  Where do you want me to start?”

Wife:  “Gabriel, just look around as you did 
when you were in the army.  When you see 
something out of place…correct it.    When you 
see an area that needs cleaning...clean it!”

Gabriel:  “Oh, now I see where you are going 
with this…you’re putting me back in the army.”

Wife:  “That’s right, love….you’ve been 
drafted again.”

Gabriel:  “Then shall I answer you by saying, 
“‘Yes, Sir, No Sir,’?”

Wife:  “Well, that would be a good start!”
Another lesson learned by the Restless 

Retiree. 

SENIOR 
VETERANS
RECALLED 
TO DUTY!
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$39 PER PERSON
December 13th

The bus departs Port Huron at 5PM

$129 PER PERSON
December 14th

The bus departs Port Huron at 11AM

$25 PER PERSON

SOARING EAGLE: December 3rd & 17th

FIREKEEPERS: December 9th

$30 PER PERSON

Phil Vasser Show
SOARING EAGLE: December 8th

The bus departs Port Huron at 9AM

Greenfield Village
Holiday Nights

Greenfield Village
Holiday Nights

Greenfield Village
Holiday Nights

Casino Day TripsCasino Day TripsCasino Day Trips

WWE RAW 2014WWE RAW 2014WWE RAW 2014

Wicked the MusicalWicked the MusicalWicked the Musical

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060

It’s Travel Time
to reserve your seat call or visit

810-982-RIDE
www.982ride.comFind us on

Facebook!

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.

Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full

list of events on our website

$59 PER PERSON
December 15th

The bus departs
Port Huron at 5:30PM

By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

This is not my first column 
offering a reminiscence of days 
gone by, especially relating to 
the wealth of holiday spirit found 
in the final month of each year.  
Certainly life has changed and 
rightfully it should.  Our culture has been 
subjected to numerous modifications and 
our society no longer looks much like it 
once did.  I guess that at any age we often 
place our childhood Christmases as the 
best ones.

Possibly one aspect of Christmases 
past is that the holiday spirit and the 
excitement created by it were confined 
to a shorter period of time.  It began after 
Thanksgiving Day, not in late September 
as it now does.  By adding an additional 
two months of searching for gifts and in 
preparation, the actual day has almost 
become anticlimactic.

I can recall a time when Christmas cards 
with a handwritten, meaningful message 
were exchanged and displayed in the home 
for all to enjoy.  Often they were read more 
than once and served as a primary means 
of communication during the holiday 
season.  Today, there’s a greater chance 
that cards are not even sent or received.  
Messages of cheer and goodwill are now 
sent via our facebook pages and text 
messages, if sent at all.

If you were a youngster in the early 
1950s you can remember what Christmas 
was like.  Try to explain that time to your 
grandchildren and what it was like without 
computers, Smartphones and video games.  
Tell them about the time when, if you had 
a television at all, it was shared by the 
entire family.  There wasn’t one in every 
room of the house. 

In your efforts to remember another time 
for the younger generation, tell them that 
the only telephone was used by everyone 
unlike today when everyone has one.  In 
the driveway was parked the family car, 
not one for Mom and another for Dad.  
Recall for them, too, that everyone enjoyed 
Christmas dinner together and were not 
anxious to get to some entertainment 
event, which precluded the quality family 
time.

I’m thinking, too, that our Christmases 
of 60 years ago were seemingly less 
stressful and more joyous for most people.  
They were a time for family to come 
together and simply enjoy the peace that 
seemed to exist.  Possibly the atmosphere 
of comfort we found in that special time 
of year was partly a result of parents and 

grandparents who survived this nation’s 
Great Depression.  They also shared 
the difficulties of a tremendous recent 
global war and probably were just 
happy to share some time with family.

Downtowns at Christmas were a 
place of colorful holiday decorations, 

seasonal music and people shopping.  
Most people greeted others with a 
“Merry Christmas,” which has now been 
replaced with a less than cheerful “happy 
holiday.”   Today, they still decorate the 
town, but the music is gone as has much 
of the business activity.   If you want to 
experience Christmas melodies and find 
crowds, you’ll have to journey to the mall.  
And, even at the mall structures invented 
in the 1960s there’s less happening.  In 
our “too busy to take the time” society, 
many complete their seasonal shopping 
online, having the gifts sent directly to the 
recipient with a typed holiday message.

I may be mistaken, but as a youngster I 
believe there was a greater understanding 
of the real meaning of Christmas and why 
it is even called that.  We were excused 
from school for “Christmas vacation” and 
not for a winter break.  Displays of the 
Nativity could be found on public property 
without complaint.  They were not 
relegated only to only private front lawns 
and church properties as they now often 
must be.  It was a time, too, when most 
families found the time to be in a church 
for a worship service that recognized a 
special birthday.

I don’t believe I’m much different than 
others who are categorized as “seniors” 
where thoughts of Christmas stimulate all 
sorts of memories and bring about ideals 
of how we think things should be.  Maybe 
we’re too often searching for that Norman 
Rockwell image of a perfect holiday. 
The truth is, however, as I alluded to in 
my opening comments, life certainly has 
changed and rightfully it should have.  
We may have to accept that, in the long 
run, many things of the past really don’t 
matter very much anymore except in our 
memories and only for as long as we have 
them.  Let us then remember what is really 
important in this year as we celebrate in 
whatever manner we do.

As I end my rambling 
about images of yesterday, 
I extend a sincere wish for 
you to have a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year filled with love 
for today and the creation of 
fond memories for tomorrow. 

A Norman Rockwell
Christmas
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GOT BED BUGS?

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Sports have been a passion for 
many Americans for a very long time, 
seemingly growing in popularity as the 
years pass. While football is undoubtedly 
one of the most beloved games in the 
country today, it was a much different 
sport as it was evolving, and because it 
was so violent, a push to make it illegal 
was prevalent.

While many loose versions of the 
game have been played for centuries, the 
football we know today has been around 
for a much shorter amount of time. 
Football, as well as rugby and soccer, all 
originated from the same type of game 
played by the ancient Greeks, known as 
harpaston. The game was referred to as 
rough and brutal with no boundaries or 
rules, just the objective of stopping the 
other team from scoring by any means 
possible. The modern game of football 
is believed to have come from a twelfth 
century game similar to harpaston 
played in England, which was banned 
by the king because it took away from 
traditional sports, such as fencing and 
archery.

Seven public schools in England began 
playing these various renderings of the 
game starting in the early 1800s. While 
six of the schools’ games transformed 
into the sport of soccer, a much different 
game emerged from the Rugby School. 
Much is unknown about how the game 
came about, but it is known that by the 
1830s, the sport involved running with a 
ball in hand and goal posts were present 
on the field. If a player was able to get 
the ball beyond the opponent’s goal line, 
they were given the opportunity to kick 
a goal. At this time, off-sides existed, but 
passing the ball wasn’t allowed. By the 

1860s, the British schools honored the 
Rugby School by naming the game after 
it. A short time later, rugby landed on 
American soil.

The birth of football in the United 
States is considered to be November 
6, 1869, by historians. Teams from 
Princeton 
and Rutgers 
Universities 
faced off 
in the first 
intercollegiate 
game, which 
included 20 
players on 
the field for 
each team and 
still greatly 
resembled rugby. 
During this time 
in history, football was constantly going 
through rule changes to make the game 
different than any other sport existing at 
the time. In 1873, many representatives 
from major colleges met to discuss rules, 
which resulted in minimal changes, such 
as the number of players getting cut 
down to 15 per team.

It was around the same time the most 
influential individual associated with 
the game of football graced the scene; 
Walter Camp is best known for creating 
the rules responsible for making the 
beloved game that it is today. Born in 
1859, Camp attended Yale University, 
where he studied business and medicine, 
while playing multiple sports, including 
the game he helped mold. Camp wasn’t 
only praised for his athletic ability, but 
his ethics on the field as well, known for 
always playing fair. He played in the first 
game of rugby against Harvard in 1876, 
which sparked the idea to transform the 
already existing sport into one nearly 
everyone in the country would come to 
love. Camp would remain at Yale from 
that game until 1910, where he served 
as the college’s first football coach and 
helped improve the team’s technique 
and strategy. As proof of how much 
influence he had on the game, Camp was 
credited for editing every rule book that 
was printed until 1925, as a leader of the 
rules committee.

The changes Camp implemented 
during his involvement took a game 
with no rules and excessive violence, 
and transformed it into one of 
organization and purpose. He spent the 
majority of his life tweaking rules and 
regulations in order to make the game 
as entertaining as possible. Camp is 
responsible for major changes, such 
as lowering the number of players 
allowed on the field to 11 per team, 
the use of set plays and shortening 
the length of games to 60 minutes. He 
also set the official dimension of the 
football field, which remains the same 
today, all while being a very successful 
businessman, starting as a salesman 
and working his way up to president 
and chairman of the New Haven Clock 
Company.

Not only was Camp concerned with 
the game’s popularity, he was always 
pushing to protect the players as much 
as possible, as well. Camp served on the 
rules committee from the time he was in 
college, until the day he died on March 
14, 1925. Not only is he considered 
the creator of football, but he is also 
recognized as the man responsible for 
saving the sport from its demise. Camp 
took part in implementing rules, such 
as the neutral zone, which separates the 

two teams before each play begins, as 
well as making it illegal for teammates to 
lock arms, which was common practice 
during the early years of the game. 
Rule changes such as these lessened 
the bloodshed, but didn’t completely 
eliminate it.

By 1906, the game of football was 
under a great amount of scrutiny for 
the excessive brutality remaining in 
the sport, which placed just as much 
importance on physical force as it did 
skill. The game was even banned by 
some colleges around this time because 
of the violence, with nearly 180 players 
suffering serious injuries and 18 deaths 
recorded as a result of the hard hitting 

See PASTIME, Page 30

Vintage Yale Football
Player circa 1880

Five Player Group from 1909

At the corner of M-29 & Bethuy

10324 Dixie Hwy
Ira Township

810-956-5772

Refrigerators ~ Dryers ~ Stoves ~ Washers 

Appliance Barn

$25 OFF ANY ORDER
with ad as coupon - expires 12/31/14

I think it’s time
for an upgrade!
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6.  Ethical means toward a moral ends. 
The boundaries of ethics and morality are 
clearly distinguished, as are the notions 
of right and wrong and of good and evil. 
A belief in God comes through an innate 
spirituality—while religion is usually not 
embraced.

7.  Creativity. A high degree of 
imagination, creativity, and inventiveness 
… not necessarily in the same light as 
a “Mozart”, but instead through a fresh, 
naïve, and direct way of looking at things. 
Creativity is triggered by a desire to create, 
rather than its achievement or end result. 
An ability to integrate, to put separate and 
even opposites together into unity.

8.  Absence of fear. There is much 
less fear and concern for what other 
people think, say, or do. This lessens the 
dependency on others; thus minimizing 
outside influence. Conversely, this 
increases the ability to listen to the inner 
voice and be more self-accepting, which 
better aligns the private self with the outer 
public self.

9.  Peak-experiences. It is much more 
common to have mystic/peak-experiences 
of intense emotions which transcend the 
self. These feelings of awe leave a valuable 
mark that has a carry-over effect into 
everyday life. Many of these emotions are 
triggered by nature, music, art, and sensual 
experiences.

10.  Values. A firm bedrock of intrinsic 
values and principles is held. This 

1 + 1 = 3
The New Math of Relationship

By John Vincent Senkus
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

The needs of self-actualization represent 
heightened self-awareness; bringing the 
transformation of limiting thoughts and 
behaviors to our doorstep. This elevated 
perspective helps us develop a much better 
understanding of why we think and behave 
as we do—allowing our capabilities to 
begin aligning with our possibilities. But 
there is also another dimension … this 
passage should overlap into our love life 
too! Because when partners are 
on a united self-actualization 
journey, they can boost 
their relationship with this 
same higher perspective. 
And in reciprocation, 
the relationship can 
simultaneously fuel each 
partner’s individual growth 
path as well.

Since the parameters 
of self-actualization are 
intensely personal, they 
cannot be as neatly 
categorized as the other 
levels. But a strong 
desire to better oneself 
and become fully 
what one is capable of 
being is an overriding 
characteristic. Being 
good at something doesn’t necessarily 
mean we are self-actualized. The best 
scientist, athlete, corporate CEO, 
artist, “news-worthy” individual, or 
any other person with raised accolades 
can be eons from actualization—while 
a humble “worldly-poor” man could 
be at its pinnacle. Overall, it is much 
more your intentions and how you do 
something, rather than in what you do. 
This heightened awareness is what brings 
to light your one-of-a-kind tapestry. 
Remember, that which is intrinsically 
yours must be expressed … otherwise, you 
fall short of your meant purpose!

So what exactly does it mean to be 
“actualized”? Abraham Maslow outlined 
many of its characteristics, several of 
which are described below:

1.  Detachment and the need for 
solitude. An enjoyment for solitude and 
privacy, and the ability to stay above the 
battle, and to remain calm in conditions 
that tend to produce turmoil in others.

2.  Autonomy. Life’s direction is 
determined by self-decision rather than 
being instructed and influenced by 

others. It is a reliance on oneself for 
continued development and growth.

3.  Continued freshness of 
appreciation. The capacity to 
appreciate again and again 
the basic pleasures of life. To 
experience amazement and 
wonder in the everyday world; 
things such as the beauty of 
nature, the depth of music, 
and the unending night sky.

4.  Deep interpersonal 
relationships. An ability for 
deeper and more profound 
relationships, with more 
capacity for closeness, 
greater love, and erasing 
of ego boundaries. There 
are fewer but deeper ties 
to individuals, and the 
circle of friends is usually 
small.

5.  Humility and respect. To honestly 
respect character and what is good and 
right. A friendliness toward everyone 
regardless of class, education, political 
beliefs, race, or color. Often there is no 
awareness of these differences, which for 
some may be so obvious and important. 
An underlying belief that it’s possible to 
learn something from everyone, and a 
humbleness in the sense of realizing how 
little is known individually compared to 
what is known by others. A respect that 
everyone is a potential contributor to 
knowledge.

higher consciousness brings an elevated 
philosophy of the ideal human condition, 
along with its ecological and earthly 
obligation. In many ways it is akin to the 
Native Indian viewpoint that realized the 
balanced perspective of giving back what 
is taken.

11.  Resolution of dichotomies. 
Many polarities, opposites, and conflicts 
disappear through actualization. These 
initially perceived disparities become 
resolved by understanding the essence and 
elements of “both sides”, thereby melding 
and unifying these opposing forces.

12.  Imperfections. Self-actualization 
is not perfection! Having a higher 
consciousness does not take away the 
human element. There are still mistakes, 
wasteful habits, stubbornness, opinion, 
impatience, pride, and superficiality. While 
this level has many of the same bumps, 
bruises, ups and downs that everyone else 
has—the perspectives are more balanced—
minimizing the negative effects and 
enabling a more efficient “recovery”.

Every journey begins with a single 
step—and the life-long road to self-
actualization is no different. Get to really 
know yourself … and the things that hold 
you back. This learning transformation can 
be amazing!

Thanks for reading! Please send any 
questions to 1and1equal3@gmail.com.

In our next column, we will examine the 
Transcendence Needs. 

Self-Actualization
& Transcendence

Self-Respect
& Esteem

Belonging & Love

Safety & Security

Physiological

WEEKLY SPECIALS - MEAT BUNDLES - CATERING SERVICES

YALE

115 South Main Street
(810) 387-2132

WADHAMS-KIMBALL

5275 Lapeer Road
(810) 987-9930

ALMONT

4545 Van Dyke (53)
(810) 798-2004

OPEN EVERY DAY!
7:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

Proudly
Featuring

Brand
Products

BAKERY - DELI - MEAT & SEAFOOD - PRODUCE Seniors
60 years and Older

SAVE 10%
Every

Wednesday
See Store for Details

Stop by Vinckiers’ to do
your shopping, where you
will be treated like family.

VinckierFoods.com
Visit us online at

Vinckier Foods
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT FULL GUTTERS? 

*UP TO 35 SQ FT INCLUDED. BUY 3 GET 1 FREE PROMO NOT APPLICABLE ON $1777 KITCHEN SPECIAL. LIMITED COLOR SELECTION AT THIS PRICE.*UP TO 35 SQ FT INCLUDED. BUY 3 GET 1 FREE PROMO NOT APPLICABLE ON $1777 KITCHEN SPECIAL. LIMITED COLOR SELECTION AT THIS PRICE.

IT’S BACK!
ALL IN-STOCK
GRANITE
ON SALE:

 

 

 

ALL IN.. TAX, INSTALLATION,
 UNDERMOUNT, SINK INCLUDED! * UNDERMOUNT, SINK INCLUDED! *

 

 

JUST $1777
ADD AN UNDERMOUNT STAINLESS
STEEL SINK TO YOUR ORDER OF
40 SQ FT OR MORE FOR JUST $49

SAVE OVER $300
5% OFF25% OFF

New Sales Only. AS330 Only.     Expires 12/31/2014 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS     Expires 12/31/2014

 

HOLIDAY SUPER SAVER EVENT

BEDROCK BOND LIFETIME
SEALING PROGRAM WITH

40 SQ FT PURCHASE

TAKE AN EXTRAADD AN UNDERMOUNT STAINLESS
STEEL SINK TO YOUR ORDER OF
40 SQ FT OR MORE FOR JUST $49

OF ANY NEW ORDER
PLACED BY 11/21/14

New Sales Only.   Expires 12/31/2014

GET YOUR HOME READY FOR
THE HOLIDAYS WITH NEW

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS FROM25%
OFF

ENGINEERED
QUARTZ

BLOW OUT
STARTING AT

$59/SQ FT

NOW SERVING
YOUR AREA!
Genesee

Huron
Lapeer

Macomb
Oakland
Sanilac

St. Clair
Tuscola
Wayne
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Dennis Gellesh and Neil Wixson

Team Gold from SMR Marysville, MI

                             has traveled to:
THESE STATES AK, AZ, CA, FL, GA, HI, IL, MA, MI, MO, NV,

NC, NM, OH, PA, SC, UT and WA AND TO THE COUNTRIES OF Afganistan,
Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Belize, Bonaire, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica,

Cuba, Dominica, Fiji, France, Germany, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kiribati, Mexico,
Morocco, New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, Russia, St. Lucia, Spain, Turkey and Wales.

ThumbPrint News

The Taj Mahal is a white
marble mausoleum located in
Agra, Uttar Pradesh, India.

It was built by Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan in memory of

his third wife, Mumtaz Mahal.

ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in many 
areas of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1000 businesses in nine Thumb counties are 
now drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also taken ThumbPrint News 
with them to many different states and countries (listed to the right on the chalk board). 
ThumbPrint News was even seen on television on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and 
at Walt Disney World in Florida with several of the Disney characters! The newspaper 
has traveled to all of the seven continents.

This month, ThumbPrint News traveled to India. Jackie Wixson of Avoca, Michigan, 
sent in the pictures (seen to the right on the chalk board) and following information.

This is Team Gold from SMR Marysville, Michigan, holding ThumbPrint News while 
standing in front of the Taj Mahal in India.  They were attending Global Quality Circle 
Competition.

Left to right are Sally Young, Joe Hult, Crystal Onufrac, Sean Dandron, Kate 
Cramp-Gilliam, Neil Wixson and Dennis Gellesh. They live in St. Clair County, 
Michigan.  Samvardhana Motherson Reflectec (SMR) is one of the largest 
manufacturers of rearview mirrors for passenger cars in the world. Quality circle 
groups are formed to find ways to save the company money and/or improve production. 
Competition can be local with the best team moving forward to regional competition, 
then lastly global. This year the global competition had 17 teams from all over the 
world to compete in India where the company headquarters is located and the owner 
lives. Three teams were formed in the Marysville division. Members sign up and 
compete against each other for the chance to compete against teams in Mexico. The 
winning team from Mexico moved on to compete in India, the final competition.

The Taj Mahal is widely recognized as “the jewel of Muslim art in India and one of 
the universally admired masterpieces of the world’s heritage”.

If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with you 
on a vacation or to an unusual place, you may submit an email and photo to us at 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please tell us a little about the photo and include your 
name, address and phone number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to 
appear in ThumbPrint News. There are many places where ThumbPrint News has not 
yet been – and lots of famous people to track down. Who will be the next person to 
help us in our quest?  

ThumbPrint News travels to India!
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Trading a Desk
Job for One in the

Vineyards

Trading a Desk
Job for One in the

Vineyards
By David White
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Finding Shane Finley was easy. 
Via email, we planned to meet for 

lunch at Bourbon Steak in Washington, 
D.C., a restaurant that’s housed at the 
Four Seasons. While the steakhouse is 
known for having one of the best wine 
lists in the city, it’s typically filled 
with tee-totaling lobbyists and power 
brokers during the day. So when I 
spotted a redheaded thirty-something 
with unkempt hair wearing jeans and 
an untucked flannel shirt, I figured it 
was Shane. 

I was right. 
Finley stopped wearing suits in 

2001. That summer, he quit his job as 
an insurance underwriter in Manhattan 
to make wine. Both his parents thought 
the move was a bit nuts, as his career 
was progressing nicely. They hoped 
that after a few months on the edge of 
bankruptcy, he’d get the wine bug out 
of his system. 

But after interning during harvest 
season in Sonoma, Finley was hooked. 
So he headed off to Australia to work 
another harvest and then to France’s 
Rhone Valley. When he returned to 
the United States in 2003, there was 
no turning back. He quickly built 
an impressive resume, and in 2006, 
he launched his own label with the 
release of three distinct Syrahs. He 
called it Shane, naturally. 

Finley’s decision was certainly 
gutsy. But in wine, this career 
trajectory is hardly unique. 

Consider another California vintner, 
William Allen. 

Allen first discovered wine two 
decades ago. At first, it was simply 
a hobby - he made wine at home 
and traveled to Napa, Sonoma, and 
other wine destinations regularly. 
Eventually, though, the hobby became 
an obsession. So in the summer of 
2009, he moved to Sonoma during a 
sabbatical from his tech job, planted 
a vineyard, launched a wine blog, and 
helped three different wineries with 
their harvests. 

The next year, Allen sourced enough 
fruit to make 175 cases of wine. He 
named the winery Two Shepherds 

and it has grown larger each year. In 
2013, Wine Business Monthly, a trade 
publication, named Two Shepherds 
one of the ten hottest brands in the 
country. 

Or look at Hardy Wallace. 
After getting laid off by Kodak 

in 2009, Wallace landed a one-year 
social media gig with a large winery 
in Sonoma. When that job ended, he 
dove in full throttle, working in the 
cellar, running a tasting room, helping 
with sales and marketing, and offering 
assistance wherever it was needed. 
Simultaneously, Wallace launched 
Dirty and Rowdy Family Wines. 
Today, he can’t produce enough wine 
to keep up with demand. 

The list goes on. 
There’s Dan Petroski, who makes 

some of Napa Valley’s best Cabernet 
Sauvignon at Larkmead and small 
batches of bright, stunning whites 
under his personal label, Massican. In 
2005, Dan dropped everything to work 
in wine after nine years in magazine 
publishing. 

There’s Mike Smith, who makes 
rich-yet-graceful wines under several 
labels in Napa Valley, including 
Myriad and Quivet. In 2001, while 
living in Oregon, Mike started 
traveling to Napa on the weekends to 
help Thomas Brown, a world-famous 
winemaker, for free. Three years later, 
Mike and his family moved to wine 
country. 

Virtually every winemaker is an 
evangelist. But few can match the 
passion of those who pack up their 
possessions, mid-career, to produce 
wine. With these vintners and others 
like them, their fervor for wine is 
infectious. 

Trading a desk job for one in the 
vineyards may seem foolhardy. But for 
wine geeks, sometimes, there just isn’t 
a choice.

Editor’s note: David White 
is the founder and editor of 
Terroirist.com, which was 
named “Best Overall Wine 
Blog” at the 2013 Wine Blog 
Awards. His columns are 
housed at Grape Collective.  12406300-93384AA1UCKK3DA
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MUZZLE LOADING:
STOCKED AT ALGONAC

MUZZLE LOADING:
STOCKED AT ALGONAC

ICE FISHING SUPPLIES:
STOCKED AT ALGONAC & MARYSVILLE LOCATIONS

ICE FISHING SUPPLIES:
STOCKED AT ALGONAC & MARYSVILLE LOCATIONS

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS: 
8AM-3PM CHRISTMAS EVE & NEWYEAR’S EVE. CLOSED ON CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR’S DAY.

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS: 
8AM-3PM CHRISTMAS EVE & NEWYEAR’S EVE. CLOSED ON CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR’S DAY.

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.

(586) 725-2341

St. Clair
2275 Fred Moore Highway

(810) 329-4781

Marysville
151 North Range Rd.

(810) 364-8877

Marine City
715 Chartier

(810) 765-8827

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.

(810) 794-4921

You can find all your hunting needs at Algonac

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier

(810) 765-8828

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

®

 
 

 
LICENSES
SOLD HERE!

WE ARE YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR SPORTING GOODS!

Sale good Dec 1st to Dec 31st, 2014Sale good Dec 1st to Dec 31st, 2014

we sell
propane!

Open 7 Days a Week!
www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together! ™

Open 7 Days a Week!
www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together! ™

Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices 
are not valid in conjunction with any other offer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market fluctuation. 
LumberJack  is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.

(586) 725-2341

St. Clair
2275 Fred Moore Highway

(810) 329-4781

Marysville
151 North Range Rd.

(810) 364-8877

Marine City
715 Chartier

(810) 765-8827

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.

(810) 794-4921

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier

(810) 765-8828
Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices 
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LumberJack  is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
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BUILDING CENTERS, INC.
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STRIKER ICE

OUTDOOR WEAR
(ALGONAC STORE ONLY)

NEW!

QUICK FISH 3
POP-UP SHELTER

 

QUICK FISH 3
POP-UP SHELTER

 

sku E69143sku E69143

$164$164
(you save $3599)(you save $3599)

QUICK FLIP 1
WITH TRIPOD SHELTER

 

sku E15300

$189
(you save $6099)

QUICK FLIP 1
WITH TRIPOD SHELTER

 

sku E15300

$189
(you save $6099)

QUICK FLIP 2
 SHELTER

 

sku E15400

$309
(you save $5099)

QUICK FLIP 2
 SHELTER

 

sku E15400

$309
(you save $5099)

WIDE INFERNO 
FLIP SHELTER

(ALGONAC STORE ONLY)
 

sku E15350

$324
(you save $5599)

WIDE INFERNO 
FLIP SHELTER

(ALGONAC STORE ONLY)
 

sku E15350

$324
(you save $5599)

INSULATED INFERNO 
2 FLIP SHELTER

(ALGONAC STORE ONLY)
 

sku E15450

$559
(you save $9099)

INSULATED INFERNO 
2 FLIP SHELTER

(ALGONAC STORE ONLY)
 

sku E15450

$559
(you save $9099)

ESKIMO STING RAY
8” GAS AUGER

 

ESKIMO STING RAY
8” GAS AUGER

 

sku ES99Q8

$324
(you save $599) sku ES33Q8

$324
(you save $599)

ION ELECTRIC AUGER
�/ REVERSE 8” BLADE
ION ELECTRIC AUGER

�/ REVERSE 8” BLADE
 

sku E19150

$529
sku E19150

$529
ESKIMO HAND AUGER 6”

CURVE BLADE
 

ESKIMO HAND AUGER 6”
CURVE BLADE

 

sku E16000

$69
(you save $1099) sku E16000

$69
(you save $1099)

ESKIMO HAND AUGER 8”
CURVE BLADE

 

sku E16500

$79
(you save $1099)
ESKIMO HAND AUGER 8”

CURVE BLADE
 

sku E16500

$79
(you save $1099)

T������� C����� I�����
50 ���. ������ ������� ���

 

$354 (you save $4599)

sku T6693
$354 (you save $4599)

sku T6693
T������� C����� I�����

50 ���. ������ ������� ���
 

T������� C�����
T17 �������� ��� 50 ���.

$25
(you save $699) sku T7473

T������� C�����
T17 �������� ��� 50 ���.

$25
(you save $699) sku T7473

CVA O����� V2 �/ S����$434 (you save $4599)

sku CPR2028SSC
$434 (you save $4599)

sku CPR2028SSC
CVA O����� V2 �/ S����

CVA A����� V2
N������ �/ S����

$620 (you save $6999)

sku CPR3122SSC
$620 (you save $6999)

sku CPR3122SSC
CVA A����� V2

N������ �/ S����

T������� C�����
S�������� 250 G�. S�����

$15
(you save $399) sku TC8242

T������� C�����
S�������� 250 G�. S�����

$15
(you save $399) sku TC8242

M����� S����
�/ 44-240 HP XTP

$12
sku H6720

M����� S����
�/ 44-240 HP XTP

$12
sku H6720

S�������� 50 C��.
S���� �/ 45-250 SST

$15
sku H67273

S�������� 50 C��.
S���� �/ 45-250 SST

$15
sku H67273

M����� 50 C��.
S���� �/ 45-300 SST

$15
sku H67263

M����� 50 C��.
S���� �/ 45-300 SST

$15
sku H67263

T����� 7 P������

$30
(you save $599) sku HT75050

T����� 7 P������

$30
(you save $599) sku HT75050

W����� D���������

$54
(you save $3099)

sku W750601W
W����� D���������

$54
(you save $3099)

sku W750601W
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By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Christmas will be here before we 
know it.  The season is filled with good 
cheer and the spirit of giving.  In the 
spirit of the season this article will be 
light hearted but still informative.  I 
work in the field of retail hardware and 
understand it can be a challenge to make 
sure you get the right items for a project 
or repair in one trip.  Some projects like 
plumbing may take multiple trips to get 
the right parts for the job.  With the right 
information and knowledge, you will be 
able to get the right part and make fewer 
trips.  These are some tips to keep your 
frustration to a minimum.

Why Didn’t He Come? – You are 
in the middle of a project and need 
something to complete it.  You don’t 
want to leave the project so you send 
your wife to get the part for you.  She 

comes with a vague idea of what you 
need and tries to relate it to the employee 
who is trying to help her.  There is a 
good chance that she may come home 
with the wrong item and have to go 
back.  She wonders why you didn’t 
come yourself and will say so at the 
store.  This may even cause an argument 
between both of you making for an even 
more frustrating project.

I understand not wanting to come 
yourself.  The project you are working 
on is time consuming and/or you are at a 
point where you cannot stop to go to the 
store.  Sending someone else will save 
you time and help you out overall, but 
there are some tips you should follow 
when doing so.

If you have to send someone else, 
make sure they have a good idea of 
what you need.  Also, keep the phone 
next to you.  They may have a question 

F
O
R

and need to contact you.  Send them 
with a picture related to what you need.  
Most phones have cameras and can take 
fairly good pictures.  A picture may 
help answer some questions and ensure 
you get the item you need.  Finally, it is 
always best to come yourself.  They say 
that if you want something done right 
you should do it yourself.  You know 
best what you need and are the best one 
to come and get it.

Size, Type, Purpose – You come in 
for a pipe fitting and tell the associate 
that you need a half inch fitting.  You 
know this because you measured it 
yourself.  He helps you find a half inch 
fitting and you take it home only to find 
out it is the wrong fitting.  You come 
back to return the fitting and now have 
to find the right “half inch” fitting.  Five 
trips later you finally have the right 
fitting and a small project has taken up 
most of your day.  The problem here is 
that there is no universal half inch fitting.

Size does matter when getting the right 
item and is always a determining factor 
in making sure you have the right item 
or enough material for the project. Don’t 
forget to also look for the right type of 
item and its use.  Plumbing is a good 
example.  You might need something 
with a half inch thread, but there are 
three types of half inch thread and all 
of them are a different size and thread.  
What you measured to be half inch may 
be known as 3/8”.  They are for different 
uses as well.

Pipe thread, or NPT, is the threading 
on iron pipe and size is measured by 
inner diameter.  Compression thread is 
used with flexible tubing and is measured 
by the tubing size it is for.  Flare fittings 
are also measured by the tubing size 
they are intended for and are named 

because the end of the tubing is flared 
out to match the bevel on the fitting it 
connects to.  When it comes to soldered 
copper pipe, it is measured by the inner 
diameter.  PVC is also measured by the 
inner diameter but may have different 
outer diameters.  Understanding what 
they are used for will help you out as 
well.

The use of the item is an important 
factor.  Iron pipe is used for water or 
gas, but black iron is common for gas 
while galvanized is preferred for water.  
Copper pipe is common for water in 
newer houses.  Compression fittings are 
only for water applications close to a 
faucet, icemaker or dishwasher.  Flare 
fittings can be used for water or gas but 
are common for gas hookups close to 
a dryer, stove or hot water heater.  This 
even applies to other types of projects.  
You don’t want paint or stain not meant 
for foot traffic on your deck or porch 
because it won’t hold up.  You wouldn’t 
use a 15 amp fuse or breaker for 20 
amp circuit because it would constantly 
blow the fuse or trip the breaker.  Make 
sure you buy the right item for the right 
purpose.

Have a very Merry Christmas and 
a safe New Year.  Next month I will 
continue the advice for a successful 
hardware store visit.  If you have any 
questions or comments, email me at 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and I will 
reply in a timely manner. 

Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 16 
years of experience working in retail 
hardware and has been trained and has 
learned much about home improvement, 
maintenance and repair. He currently is 
employed by LumberJack and runs their 
paint department. 

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT FLEAS?

ALPINE
     CYCLES

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
from

SANTA HASSTOCKED UPON ALL YOURSNOW NEEDS!

726 HURON AVE., PORT HURON
(810) 982-9281

Holiday Hours: M-F 10-8, SAT 10-6 & SUN 12-4

Downhill, Cross Country
and Snowboard Equipment

Jackets • Pants • Accessories • Service
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Even though gift cards and 
certificates have not lost their 
appeal, recent statistics show 
they are becoming slightly 
less popular. According 
to the consultancy group 
Deloitte, which surveyed 
5,000 shoppers, the number 
of gift cards consumers 
intend to buy this season 
has dropped from a peak of more than 60 
percent in 2007, to a 43 percent forecast 
for this year. 

And few of us want to receive them as 
gifts, down from 45 percent in 2012 to 
only 37% this year, reflecting a gradual 
downward trend. Experts say gift cards’ 
novelty has worn off, but another reason 
is a positive sign: more consumers feel 
confident about the economy and are more 
inclined to buy gifts spontaneously.

However, many will still be giving gift 
cards this year; so to be safe when buying, 
it is important to keep in mind that there 
are two principal types of gift cards and 
they are covered by different consumer 
protection laws. Basic gift cards and 
certificates are governed by law, which 
prohibits sellers from imposing fees or an 
expiration date. Federal laws cover cards 
issued by federal institutions - such as 
preloaded bank or credit cards, and in those 
cases, there are usually fees and limitations 
involved.

There are also gift card scams to be leery 
of. Your BBB offers tips to help steer clear 
of gift card scams:

Avoid buying from certain websites 
- When you buy from a classified ad site, 
you don’t know who you are dealing with 

or what you are getting. 
The cards may be stolen, 
counterfeit or already 
emptied. Don’t buy from sites 
you don’t know for the same 
reason. Some fake sites pop-
up and offer unreasonably 
tantalizing discounts for 
merchandise they may never 
intend to ship.

Ask about online fees - Sellers can skirt 
consumer protection laws by selling a card 
online, and charge shipping and handling 
fees that eat away at a card’s value.

Corner store cards have risks - We 
know that in some cases, customers may 
grab a few, scratch off the serial number, 
copy the information and replace them 
before emptying them. Stick to retailers 
you know.

Go for the discounts - Some big box 
retailers offer a variety of store-specific 
cards for less than face value. You may 
often be able to use reward points to 
purchase a gift card.

Gift card exchanges - There are 
websites where you can buy discounted 
cards from people who wanted to convert 
them to cash. You can sell yours too and 
get 75 to more than 90 percent of their 
value. Use a reputable site. 
Editor’s Note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president 
and CEO of the Better Business Bureau Serving 
Eastern Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which 
is a non-profit organization that fights fraud and 
promotes ethical business practices in the local 
marketplace through its business accreditation, 
consumer education and dispute resolution pro-
grams. Contact your local BBB by calling (248) 
223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

Melanie Duquesnel

BBBs Cautions Consumers about Giving Gift 
Cards and Certificates for the Holidays

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Energy medicine therapies “open” 
all channels for healing. Reiki is an 
“attunement” based energy 
therapy technique. Students 
are attuned by a Reiki 
Master during their training. 
The attunement permanently 
expands their human energy 
field to be a vessel for Reiki.

Reiki originated in 
Japan with Mikao Usui.  
Usui received a flash of 
inspiration following a 
twenty-one day meditation. 
The result of Usui’s 
enlightening experience 
was the birth of Reiki. REI 
translates to: God’s Wisdom, the Higher 
Power, or Holy. KI translates to: Vital 
Energy. One definition of Reiki would 
be: “Spiritually directed energy”. Reiki 
assists in the activation of the Divine 
healing potential within all living 
things.

The physical body houses organs, 
blood vessels and various systems 

essential to life. Deterioration, 
malfunction, or injury experienced by 
any of these parts can cause illness or 
disease. Similarly, energy in our bodies 
move through an energy system. Chakras 
are major energy centers in the body, 
and several chief chakras are considered 
the body’s energy organs. Meridians 
are channels through which our energy 

(KI) flows and are aligned with 
the path of our autonomic nervous 
system along the spine. Damaged 
or blocked chakras will restrict the 
flow of energy that is channeled 
into the body through the meridians. 
Meridians that suffer blockage 
or a decrease in energy flow can 
compromise one’s state of well-
being. Blockages result from stress, 
trauma, negative emotions and 
unhealthy behaviors. If imbalances 
are not corrected, mental distress, 
disease and illness can occur.

Imagine a disconnected wire or 
blown fuse in your home. In the same 
way your lights and electrical appliances 
wouldn’t work, your body cannot 
function properly when experiencing a 
compromised energy flow. Reiki opens 
up the meridians (wires) sending vital 
energy flowing through the chakras 
(fuses) to restore imbalances and 
promote self-healing.  
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT BATS?

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM YOUR LOCAL
GOLDEN CONTRACTOR NETWORK

Your Trusted, Local Home Improvement & Repair Specialists!

GOLDEN CONTRACTOR
NETWORK

CALL FOR YOUR FREE
ESTIMATE TODAY! 

•  Auto Glass
•  Retractable Awnings
•  Shower Doors

•  Sunrooms
•  Mirrors
•  Replacement Windows

BIERNOT’S CARPET ONEBIERNOT’S CARPET ONE
Flooring Specialists

Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Tile • Laminate & More! 

Water Softener Systems 

6165 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport

810-385-8791
Kitchen Cabinets • Solid Surfaces • Fireplaces

Trusted • Insured • Experienced

(800) 430-9237
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.GOLDENCONTRACTORS.NET

Proud Member 
of the

GOLDEN 
CONTRACTOR

NETWORK

FREE ESTIMATES 
Commercial • Residential

810.602.9690

Buy Local & $ave while helping local economy!

Luxury
Bath

Company

A

Mobility Remodelers Labor for
Mobility Product

See Store for Details. Expires 12/31/14(810) 385-1700
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ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

4470 S. Sandusky Rd., Peck, MI 48466
2 miles north of Peck on M-19

810-378-5455

Dec. 12, 13 & 14
Fri. 7-7, Sat. 9-7 & Sun. 10-6

Custom Gift Baskets & Boxes
(Pre-made or Custom Made)

Meat Specials
Deli Specials
Free Samples

Wine, Beer & Liquor Tasting
Customer Appreciation Gift Drawings

www.johnstonsmeat.com

Meat Company

JMC

1st Annual Christmas
Open House

Submitted By Patricia Janeway

The Detroit Zoo’s Arctic Ring of Life 
has received the seal of approval as the 
new, permanent home for a female grey 
seal pup that was rescued from the New 
Jersey seashore. The pup – estimated to 
be approximately nine months old – was 
deemed non-releasable to the wild after 
becoming too friendly with fishermen 
and beachgoers. She arrived from the 
Marine Mammal Stranding Center in 
Brigantine, New Jersey.

“Since the pup cannot be returned 
to her natural wild habitat, we are 
happy to provide her sanctuary at the 
Detroit Zoo,” said Scott Carter, Detroit 
Zoological Society chief life sciences 

officer. “The Arctic Ring of Life is an 
amazing habitat and she will be in good 
company here with our other rescued 
seals.”

Named Jersey by the Zoo’s animal 
care staff, the 100-pound seal joins grey 
seals Kiinaq (KEE nak) and Georgie, 
harp seal Pequot (PEE kwat) and harbor 
seals Sidney and Freita, all of which 
were rescued.

“The Detroit Zoo has a reputation 
for being at the forefront of wildlife 
rescue, and we are so pleased that this 
little seal has found such a haven,” said 
Bob Schoelkopf, director of the Marine 
Mammal Stranding Center.

Jersey’s rescue is supported by the 
Kalter/Lezotte Fund for Wildlife Rescue, 
established in 2012 to facilitate the 
rescue of animals with the intent to 
provide sanctuary at the Detroit Zoo. 
To contribute to the fund, make a check 
payable to Detroit Zoological Society 
and send it to Fund for Wildlife Rescue, 
8450 W. 10 Mile Road, Royal Oak, MI 
48067, or call (248) 336-5704.

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED – 
ANOTHER RESCUE ARRIVES AT THE 

DETROIT ZOO
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By Liv Anne Lern
Dear Liv,

I have a long-time friend who lost 
her husband to cancer about five years 
ago, and has been managing basically 
on her own ever since. She has three 
children who I adore, but there are times 
that I feel taken advantage of, when she 
sort of plunks them down at my house 
without really asking. We live in the same 
neighborhood, and I’m happy to help 
out most times. However, it’s gotten to 
the point where she sometimes doesn’t 
even call; she just stops over (sometimes 
conveniently around dinner time) and 
says she has to go here or there, and wants 
me to take care of the children until she 
returns. This is a good friend of mine. 
I love her and would do anything for 
her. She often does favors for me, and 
has taken care of my daughter on many 
occasions. I feel kind of bad writing 
to you, but it just makes me boil when 
she expects me to drop everything and 
watch her children when she didn’t even 
bother to ask me about it. How can I talk 
to her about this? I don’t even know if I 
can. I don’t want her to get mad at me. I 
guess I just feel used. Do you have any 
suggestions?

Sincerely,
Used and Blue

Dear Used and Blue,
It’s called RESPECT my friend! But 

no worries - don’t get yourself all worked 
up about this. We can straighten this out 
in no time. All you have to do is speak up 
a little.You say that you love your friend. 
You say that she sometimes looks after 
your child too. You say that you both do 
favors for one other. Clearly you are good 
enough friends to sort out a simple matter 
such as this. Here’s how it’ll play out.

Finding the right time to bring it up is 
best. Next time she “pops and drops”, ask 
her to stay for a cup of coffee or a glass of 
wine when she returns. Tell her that you 
were glad you were home and available, 
and could help her out this time. But make 
sure to add that it would be great if next 
time she could call first, as you may be 
involved in other things, and you wouldn’t 
want her to make the effort to come all 
the way over, and then you’d have to 

tell her that you couldn’t do it. Just keep 
your comments light-hearted. If she’s as 
good of a friend as you say she is, she’ll 
understand and recognize that she needs 
to stop and think about others when she’s 
rushing off in her hurried state.

Most times when us humans do things 
that irritate, it’s not 
done with malice. 
Sometimes we just 
do things without 
even really thinking it 
all the way through. 

I can admit that I’ve done or said stuff 
that I thought was fine, until afterwards, 
I realized (or someone else helped me to 
realize) that it wasn’t fine at all. At the 
time, I didn’t see the problem with what 
I said or did. But I was very thankful 
that I “saw the light”, as it gave me a 
chance to apologize or explain myself. 
CONFRONTATION, as we call it, is 
such a scary word. It doesn’t have to be 
like that. Just simply bring the problem at 
hand to the FRONT. Ask your friend to 
call next time. I’m sure she’ll be happy 
to do so, as I’m sure she really does 
respect you. And if not…you may want to 
consider moving!

Live and Learn

Dear Liv,
I’m a war veteran. I served in Vietnam. 

I actually don’t have a complaint or a 
question, but I just wanted to say that 
although America wasn’t very kind to the 
vets back when we returned from service, 
I think it’s really cool to see so many 
people caring about the service people 
today. There are so many organizations 
or just groups of people from schools and 
churches and all over, that are now happy 
to help the vets and their families. Folks 
are doing things like collecting money, 
sending packages, paying for medical 
supplies or medicine, and even donating 
their time. I’m what you might call an 
old-timer now, but it makes me feel good 
to see the respect given to us veterans, 
even if it took a while to happen.

Levi (They called me Eagle Eye – 
best look-out guy around.)

Dearest Wonderful Levi – Sir Eagle Eye,
I’m soooooo glad you’ve taken time 

to write our readers and pass along 
your thoughts. I, of course, can’t speak 
for everyone, but I’m quite sure most 
people in America would agree with your 
thoughts on the treatment of past veterans. 
Thankfully, we’ve evolved, and have 
come to understand the magnitude of 
the great sacrifices men and women like 
you have made for our freedom and our 
country.

Every Wednesday morning I participate 
in a farmer’s market. While all of us 

vendors are in the process of setting up 
our booths, I crank out some tunes from 
my van to add a bit of atmosphere. About 
a year ago, at 8:30 a.m. every morning, 
a particular radio station decided to play 
the National Anthem in honor of all of our 
valued service people. Every Wednesday, 
at 8:30, I’d turn the stereo up as loud as I 
could, so everyone could hear it. At first, 
only a few people noticed it. Then the next 
week, a few more. Soon vendors were 
stopping what they were doing, and facing 
my van with their hand over their hearts. 
Now everyone within ear-shot stops, 
listens, and then claps, followed by a few 

hoots and hollers after it’s over. I know 
this doesn’t seem like a lot, but every 
week when we do this, it makes me teary, 
and reminds me to be ever so grateful 
to all of the people who have fought for 
our freedom. Thank you Eagle Eye for 
watching our backs when we desperately 
needed it. It’s about time we had yours!!!!!

Live and Learn

If you would like to ask 
Liv a question that may 
be addressed in a future column, send a 
short email to livannelern@gmail.com

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT MICE?

1593 E. Dayton Road
Caro, MI 48723
barrons_repair@yahoo.com

(989) 673-8777

Expires 12/31/2014. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Marysville Tire & Auto
(810) 364-4700

$1395*OIL 
CHANGE
SPECIAL

* Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville

291 Range Rd. in Marysville
Visit us Online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Find us on Facebook

TIRE & AUTO

810.364.4700
Free transportation to home, shopping or work!

ThumbPrint News
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By Scherryl Antoniadis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

With another holiday season upon 
us, I am reminded of a very memorable 
Christmas past when I was a ‘tween of 11 
or 12.

It began, as was our ritual, with my older 
brother and me spending countless days 
poring over the Sears & Roebuck catalog 
(or “wish book” as our mother called it) 
to create our list for Santa.  As we were 
not born into the Rockefeller family, we 
knew that no matter how “good” we were, 
we were unlikely to get all of the items 
on our list; so we edited them with great 
care.  The biggest decision that I faced 
was whether or not to ask for a bride 
doll.  I was torn as – truth be told – I had 
outgrown playing with dolls at this stage, 
but I had always wanted a bride doll to 
complete my collection.

Then one day, while I was leafing 
through a toy store advertisement, I saw 
“my” doll.  She was so beautiful with her 
shiny ebony hair and sparkling green eyes, 
a gown with intricately embroidered lace, 
and a veil glistening with “diamonds.”  
A delicate pearl necklace and matching 
earrings set off her glowing face, while 
a pair of satin shoes covered her dainty 
feet.  I decided then and there that she 
would make the list.  I even picked the 
perfect place to display her in my room 
so that I would see her first thing every 
morning when I awoke.  Looking at her 
– so enchanting in her wedding outfit – 
eventually got me to fantasizing about my 
own wedding some day, which further 
fueled my excitement.  I just knew that this 
was going to be the best Christmas ever.

While I was completely preoccupied 
with my thoughts, my brother was just 
as fervently hoping that Santa would 
bring him a Packer uniform.  Like any 
good born-and-bred Wisconsin boy, he 
worshipped his Packers (still does), 
so it was only natural that he made 
their uniform his top choice.

As luck would have it, only a 
few days before the big event, 
I “inadvertently” came upon a 
very large gift-wrapped box in 
our parents’ closet ( I have no 
idea what I was doing there).  To 
my dismay, however, it had no 

SNAFU  (snă-fo̅o̅′)
gift tag to indicate who would be the 
lucky recipient of said box . . . the agony 
continues.

Fast forward . . . Christmas Eve has 
arrived at long last!  We have just gotten 
home from church and my siblings and 
I are making a mad dash to the presents 
carefully placed under our tree.  My 
brother beat me to the large box and, 
very dejectedly, announced that it was for 
me.  While I was overjoyed to hear this, I 
continued to open my other presents as I 
wanted to save the one that I was certain 
would be the best to last.  Finally, with 
great expectations, I carefully unwrapped 
the box and gently opened it to see – in all 
its glory – an official Green Bay Packer 
uniform, complete with helmet . . . huh?  It 
was at that moment that I learned a hard 
fact of life:  even Santa’s workshop will 
occasionally experience a snafu.

SNAFU – Americans have been 
using this (slang) adjective for decades 
to describe anything that isn’t working 
as it should.  It is believed to have been 
coined by U.S. military telegraphers to 
communicate “Situation Normal:  All 
Fouled Up” (okay, “fouled up” may not 
be an exact translation, but this is a family 
newspaper).  In any case, I still believe 
snafu is the most descriptive way to 
explain what happened at the North Pole 
on that Christmas long, long ago.  But my 
story does not end there . . . turns out Santa 
had one of his elves working behind the 
scenes that year.

Long-standing tradition dictated that 
after all the gifts from Santa were opened 
our extended family would gather at my 
grandparents’ home.  Shortly after we 
arrived a favorite uncle greeted me and 
presented me with a large box (sound 
familiar?).  With a swarm of my little 
cousins watching, I opened the box to see 
what I can only describe as a “princess” 

doll.  She wore a little tiara on 
her head and was dressed in a 
resplendent purple dress with 
mounds of ruffles.  She even 
wore a mink stole around her 
shoulders.  She was perfect!  
Needless to say, all thoughts of a 
bride doll evaporated the instant 
I laid eyes on her.  It truly was 
the best Christmas ever!

“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”

NEW LOCATION
57737 Gratiot Ave. at 261/2 Mile
New Haven 586.749.9585
Kenneth L. White Manager

                                       
1634 Lapeer Ave.

Port Huron 810.985.5123
Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

CREMATION
$995

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

For many devoted hunters, the search 
for big game animals, such as bear, is a 
thrill with no equal and the possibility of 
landing a record bear keeps sportsmen in 
the woods year after year.

The black bear is the only species 
of bear found in the state of Michigan. 
While black bears are mostly black 
or extremely dark brown, other color 
variations include blonde, 
brown, grayish-blue or 
cinnamon. The average 
adult is less than three 
feet tall on all fours, and 
adult males normally 
range from 130 to 500 
pounds, while adult 
females weigh 90 to 
300 pounds. With 
their life expectancy known to exceed 
30 years, many black bears around the 
country have exceeded 850 pounds.

Hunting bear can be a difficult task 
due to the fact that they have extremely 
shy and elusive personalities, and if the 
goal is to bag a world record, judging a 
bear in the wild is even more challenging 
because even if the body is huge, it 
doesn’t guarantee the skull followed suit.

Early European settlers viewed bears 
as a nuisance and the animal remained 
unprotected in Michigan until 1925, 
which is when they were labeled 
a game animal. Before regulations 
were implemented, bears could be 
killed at any time and for any reason. 
In 1939, it became legal to use dogs 
when hunting bear, which is often 
used along with baiting to pursue 
the animal. More changes came in 
1952, when power was given to the 
Natural Resources Commission to 
open and close the hunting season as 
seen fit, as well as making trapping 

illegal. Today, the limit is one bear per 
person per year in Michigan and hunters 
must undergo a lottery for the chance to 
be given a permit, with the probability 
of getting a tag increasing each year a 
person applies without getting one.

Bear records are categorized by the 
weapon used to bag the animal, which 
includes handgun, firearm, muzzleloader 
and archery. Trophy bear are scored 
by combining the length and width of 
the skull, which must go through a 
60 day drying period to allow for 
shrinkage. The record black bear of 
any category in Michigan was taken 
in 1997 by Sharon L. Agren with a 
firearm in Montmorency County, 
which boasted a score of 23-0/16. 
The world record black bear was 
found in Utah in 1975 and had a 
score of 23-10/16. While weight 
isn’t the most important aspect 

when searching for a record bear, it is 
interesting to note the heaviest black 
bear on record was an 11 year-old male 
taken in North Carolina, which came in 
at 880 pounds.

While black bears often reach a higher 
average weight and size in other states, 
Agren’s bear is proof that a world record 
bear could be roaming the Michigan 
wilderness, waiting for a hunter to 
discover it and make their mark in the 
record books.  

Bagging a Record-Breaking Black Bear
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GET YOUR SEPTIC PUMPED!

The Blue Water Area Humane Society 
presents the 32nd Annual Christmas 

“PAWZAAR”. Visit their new location, 4100 
Griswold (between Range Rd. and Michigan 
Ave.) for this great holiday experience! You 
can browse the selection of Christmas gifts, 
toys and more! Make sure you get a picture 
of your pet with Santa! For more informa-
tion and times call (810) 794-7606 or visit 

www.bluewaterareahs.org.

“PAWZAAR”
December 5-7
Port Huron Township

FUN 
THUMB

thein

The Blue Water Lodge Retirement Community would like to invite our 
local businesses to help them deck the halls. Be sure to reserve your 
spot! Christmas Tree Donations are open from Nov. 28 to Dec. 4 (3-4 
ft. trees). Trees should be decorated in a way that reflects your busi-

ness and values.  There will be a silent auction held Dec. 5-7. Through-
out the weekend, there will be live music, Christmas carolers, and a 

collection bin for Toys for Tots.  The winner will be announced during 
a dinner for all the donors on Dec. 12 at 12:30 p.m. Money raised from 

the auction will benefit the Salvation Army Winter Utility Assistance 
program for senior citizens. For more information call (810) 385-4131.

Festival of Trees
December 1-12

2840 Keewahdin Rd., Fort Gratiot

Join us in Yale for our annual Lighted 
Christmas Parade!  Held Saturday, 

Dec. 13th at 6:30 p.m. on Main St., the 
parade is just part of a day filled with 
activities happening all around town.  
We are taking applications for partici-
pation in the parade; the theme this 

year is "Christmas Around the World."  
Visit our website at www.yalechamber.
com or call our office for more details.  
Sponsored by the Yale Area Chamber 
of Commerce ‒ (810) 387-YALE(9253)

Lighted Christmas Parade
December 13

Yale Main Street

LONCAR LAW
P L L C

aloncar@loncarpllc.com      www.loncarpllc.com

Alan Loncar
Attorney at Law

Nursing Home Planning
Estate Planning

Probate(248) 920-3791
PROTECT YOUR FUTURE NOW

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31

119 S. Main St., Yale
Don’t have plans for ringing in the New 

Year? Don’t worry, The Yale Hotel has you 
covered! Come dressed in the theme of 
the Roaring Twenties to celebrate their 

111 years in the community! Bring a few 
friends and enjoy the great dining and 

spirits the hotel has to offer.  Follow them 
on facebook for more information.
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If you have an event in January that you would like listed in the January issue of ThumbPrint News, 
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by December 12, 2014. There is no charge for the listing. 
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate 
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and 
non-profit events will be given the first priority.

Thumb Area
Activ i t ies & Events Calendar

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any 
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
Lapeer - December 5 & 6
WinterFest – Light Up Lapeer, 
downtown area. WinterFest, a holiday 
celebration in historic, decorated 
downtown Lapeer, with shopping, 
treats, entertainment, decorated window 
contest and more. Tree lighting Friday, 
December 5 at 6:30 p.m. on the historic 
courthouse lawn. Saturday, December 6, 
11:00 a.m. Christmas Parade with Santa 
Claus’s arrival on Nepessing St. For more 
information call (810) 272-7202 or email 
lapeerdba@yahoo.com.

Burton - December 6
Holiday of Hope, Annual 12 
Puppies Christmas Reunion, The 
Humane Society of Genesee County, 
G-3325 S. Dort Hwy., 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m. Christmas is just around the corner, 
so that means the “Twelve Puppies of 
Christmas” are turning two years old! We 
again hope to celebrate the reunion of 
the 12 pups that were born here at HSGC 
and adopted out to loving forever homes 
during our Holiday of Hope two years ago. 
Along with the reunion, we’ll have a day-
long festive adoption event that includes 
vendors, Christmas music, pet photos by 
Big Day Photography with Santa Claus, 
our locally famous cookie walk and gift 
baskets! Be sure to save the date to attend 
this fun event! For more information call 
(810) 744-0511.

Huron
Port Austin - December 6 
Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale, 
United Protestant Church, 8625 Arch St. 
A variety of vendors with handcrafted and 
unique gift ideas will be set up. For more 
information call (989) 738-5322.

Port Austin - December 6
Christmas Cookie 
Walk, Port Austin 
Township Library, 114 
Railroad St. Fill your tin 
with cookies on your walk. 
For more information call 
(989) 738-7212.

Lapeer
Lapeer - December 6 & 7 
Christmas Winter Fest, downtown 
area. Two full days of activities, including 
a Winter Market, Christmas Treat Walk, 
entertainment, visits with Santa, Christmas 
Tree Lighting, Christmas parade and 
much, much more. Many downtown area 
businesses are participating. For more 
information and a schedule of events visit 
www.downtownlapeer.com and print off 
the event flyer.

Macomb
Clinton Township - December 1, 
15 & 22
Holiday Express Train Rides, Joy 
Park, Joy Boulevard south of Hall Rd., 
boarding times 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. Hop on for a holiday locomotive 
ride recreating the enchanting story of 
The Polar Express with treats, carols and 
much more. The Holiday Express Train 
Ride is provided by the Michigan Transit 
Museum and Clinton Township Parks 
and Recreation. The train journey takes 
children and adults on their very own 
Polar Express adventure, as if they were 
characters in the classic book by Chris Van 
Allsburg. The ride is about 40 minutes 
long and is suitable for all ages. Guests 
are advised to bundle up with gloves and 
hats since the train does not have heating. 
Kids can wear their pajamas (just like in 
the story) and are encouraged to bring 
their own copies of The Polar Express to 
help them follow along. Registration is 
required, and tickets cost $14 for residents 
and $18 for non-residents. For more 
information call (586) 286-9336.

Richmond - December 4
Medicine: Medicare to the 
Present, Richmond Community Center, 
36164 Festival Drive, 7:00 p.m. Program 
presented by the Richmond Area Historical 
and Genealogical Society and Dr. Pat 
McClellan. This interesting presentation 
is the third in the series on the history of 
medicine. Admission is free and open to 
the public. For more information call
(586) 808-2953.

Richmond - December 5
Santa Parade & Tree Lighting, 
6:30 p.m. Parade travels on Main St. from 
the Kmart Plaza to the Aud Regional 
Youth Complex, 68931 Main St. For more 
information call (586) 727-3064.

Romeo - December 5 & 6
Starlight Christmas 1865, Simpson 
Park Campground, 70199 Campground 
Rd., 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Don’t miss 
Christmas in 1865! Horse drawn, fire-
light tours of our Victorian era woodland 
village will transport your family, church 
group or youth group to a simpler time. 
Kids will love home-baked holiday treats 
and a live nativity, complete with animals. 
Adults will enjoy old-fashioned carolers 
and hot drinks while warming around the 
village bonfires. Bundle up and experience 
the true blessing of Christmas while 
learning the historic role Simpson Park 
Camp has played in the spiritual heritage 
of Southeast Michigan. Tickets are FREE, 
reservations recommended. Free tickets 
are available by calling (586) 752-3202.

Memphis - December 27
Euchre Tournament, Memphis Lions 
Club, 34758 Pratt Rd., 7:00 p.m. $10 
per player. Snacks available. For more 
information email fravis53@comcast.net 
or call (810) 392-3717.

Oakland
Royal Oak - 
December 5-7, 11-14, 
18-23 & 26-31
Wild Lights, Detroit Zoo, 8450 W. 
10 Mile Rd., 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. For 
24 nights, more than five million LED 
lights will illuminate trees, buildings and 
animal sculptures on a trail through the 
front half of the Zoo. There will also be 
live entertainment, seasonal refreshments, 
arts and crafts, storytelling and ice 
carving. $8 per person in advance, $10 at 
the gate for ages 2 and up; parking is $6 
per car. Tickets available online at www.
detroitzoo.org.

St. Clair
East China - December 3
Low Vision, Legally Blind & Blind 
Support Group, St. John River District 
Hospital, 4100 River Rd., room 2, 11:00 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. For more information 
call (810) 329-5172 or email dailerpaul@
hotmail.com.

Fort Gratiot - December 5
Partners at Heart & the St. Clair 
County Health Department 
Free Screenings to the Public, 
Birchwood Mall Food Court, 8:30 a.m. – 
10:30 a.m. Blood pressure, blood sugar, 

body mass index screenings. Heart Healthy 
educational materials will be freely 
available as well. No registration required. 
For more information call (800) 326-1811 
or visit www.partnersatheart.info.

Marine City - December 5
Lighted Santa Parade, 7:00 p.m. 
Parade begins on South Water St. in front 
of Holy Cross Church and travels north 
to Broadway and west on Broadway to 
the historic City Hall for tree lighting. For 
more information call (810) 765-4501.

Port Huron Township - December 
5, 6 & 7
Blue Water Area Humane Society 
Pawzaar, 4100 Griswold, 10:00 a.m. 
– 4:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Free 
admission; charge for pet photos with 
Santa, 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Saturday 
only. For details call (810) 794-7906.

Port Huron Township - December 
5 & 6
Westhaven Baptist Church Living 
Nativity, 4070 W. Water St. Lights, 
animals and music set the scene that 
recreates the night Jesus was born. Visitors 
can walk or drive around the area. Free; 
good-will donations accepted. Chili, 
soup, cookies, hot chocolate and coffee 
are all available at no charge. Visit www.
westhavenbaptistchurch.net or call (810) 
982-7331 for more information.

Capac - December 6
Cranberry Christmas, Capac 
Historical Museum, 401 E. Kempf, 10:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Craft show, museum 
tours, rustic furniture, fresh greens, horse 
drawn wagon rides, live Christmas music, 
refreshments, bake sale and homemade 
cookies. For more information please call 
(810) 987-8811.

Kimball Township - December 6
ABWA ViVon Chapter, Make, Bake 
or Buy Auction, Angry Bull Restaurant. 
5078 Lapeer Rd., 11:00 a.m. $25; 
reservations requested. Hot lunch buffet at 
11:30 a.m. For more information call (810) 
794-5154 or www.abwa-vivon.org.

Marine City - December 6
Old Newsboys Craft Show, Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 6385 King Rd., 10:00 
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Free admission; charge 
for “Jo Dogs”. For more information call 
(810) 794-3984.

Marysville - December 6
Santa Parade, 4:15 p.m. Parade 
begins at Village Green Shopping Center 
and travels to Marysville Park. For more 
information call (810) 364-6613.
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GOT SPIDERS INSIDE?
Port Huron - 
December 6
Polar Express Jingle 
Bell Run, 9:00 a.m. 
Starting line for the races 
is outside the Third St. 
entrance of the YMCA 

of the Blue Water Area and will progress 
along the St. Clair River and the streets of 
downtown Port Huron. $35 for 10K/5K 
runs, $20 for youth, and $20 for 2K walk. 
Post-race food of bagels, fruit and water 
will be provided. For more information 
visit www.bluewaterymca.com or call 
(810) 987-6400.

Port Huron - December 6
Kiwanis Polar Bear Plunge, 
Lakeside Beach, near Gratiot and Holland 
Avenues, registration at 11:00 a.m., plunge 
at noon. Parking will be at Lakeside 
parking lot. People, many of them in 
costume, will jump into Lake Huron and 
then warm up by the fire pit. There is also 
a costume contest. Admission is free, but 
donations are encouraged. Participants 
who raise $35 receive 2014 Port Huron 
Kiwanis Club Polar Bear Plunge T-shirts. 
Coffee and hot chocolate are available for 
donations. Profits go to local organizations 
and the Kiwanis Club Foundation. For 
more information call (810) 300-3554.

Port Huron Township - 
December 6
Christmas Cookie Walk, St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 3790 W. Water, 10:00 
a.m. – noon. Homemade cookies for $6 
per pound. For more information call
(810) 984-4493.

Algonac - December 
12-15 & 19-23
11th Annual History 
of the Christmas 
Tree Walk, parking 
at 8061 Marsh Rd., 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 
p.m. 150 decorated Christmas trees with 
authentic ornaments from the 1850s 
through the present, tell the story of the 
history of Christmas in America. Signs and 
guides are available to answer questions. 
Groups can be accommodated. All trees 
are displayed inside a 9,500 square-foot 
log home. Tour takes about an hour. Cost 
is $15 for adults and $8 for children ages 
2-15. Tickets can be bought at 8061 Marsh 
Rd. on the night of the Walk. For more 
information call (810) 794-2300.

Kimball Township - December 
12-14
Reverse Christmas, Port Huron 
Factory Shops, 1661 N. Range Rd., 4:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. An 
indoor Winter Wonderland includes a 
1940s main street reminiscent of It’s a 

Wonderful Life. A living nativity, carolers 
and toy factory will also be present, as 
well as Santa. More than 80 decorated 
trees and hayrides are also included. Food 
will be distributed, and gifts will be given 
to children of families in need. Recipients 
must register on-site. Free, donations 
accepted. Sponsored by the Grace Ministry 
Center, Community Action Agency. For 
more information call (810) 388-1100.

Capac - December 13
Cookie Walk, St. Nicholas Catholic 
Church Hall, 4331 Capac Rd., 9:00 a.m. 
Purchase a tin for $8 and fill it with 
Christmas cookies. Come early for the best 
selection. For more information call (810) 
395-7532.

St. Clair - December 13
Lunch with Santa, St. Clair Masonic 
Center, 1800 St. Clair Hwy., 12:00 p.m. 
– 2:00 p.m. Please bring a non-perishable 
food item to donate to the food pantry. 
Free photo with Santa. Bring your own 
camera too. For more information call 
(810) 329-5863.

Port Huron - December 14
Community Carol Sing, Salvation 
Army Church, 2000 Court St., 3:00 
p.m. Free community carol sing with 
the Salvation Army Band. Refreshments 
provided. For more information call (810) 
984-2679.

Casco - December 24 & 25
Christmas Worship Services, St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, 5322 Palms 
Rd., December 24, 7:00 p.m. Children’s 
Pageant (Sound the Bell the Savior 
is Born) and 10:00 p.m. Candlelight 
with Holy Communion. December 25 
Festival Worship at 10:00 a.m. with Holy 
Communion. For more information call 
(810) 765-4808 or visit www.stpaulscasco.
com.

Sanilac
Sandusky - December 5
Country Christmas Lighted Farm 
Implement Parade, 7:00 p.m. Parade 
lines up at Sandusky High School, then 
travels to north M-19 to east M-146 to S. 
Campbell/Stoutenburg Rd., ending back at 
the school. For details call (810) 648-4455.

Sandusky - December 5 & 6
Country Christmas Weekend, 
throughout the Sandusky area. Major 
activities will include tree lighting and 
carol sing-along at 7:00 p.m. on Friday 
on the courthouse lawn, 
kids’ activities, a craft show, 
a live Nativity. Free. For 
more information call (810) 
648-4445 or visit www.
sanduskychamber.us.

Lexington - December 6
Bazaar, United Methodist Church, 5597 
Main St., 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Free 
admission; charge for lunch. Bake sale, 
cookie sale, light lunch from 11:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. For more information call (810) 
359-8215.

Lexington - December 6
Christmas Boutique, Bake Sale and 
Lunch, St. Denis Catholic Church, 5360 
N. Main St., 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Free 
admission. For more information call (810) 
359-5400.

Port Sanilac - December 6 & 13
Victorian Dinners in the Loop 
Mansion, Historic Village, 228 South 
Ridge St., 6:00 p.m. The Mansion is 
decorated for the Christmas season 
in the Victorian manner and a dinner, 
starting with champagne, hors d’oeuvres, 
Christmas music and caroling, is followed 
by a five-course sit down meal with 
appropriate wine. The dinner is prepared 
by Dr. and Mrs. Loop’s personal chef, 
John Hoffmann, and served by a wait staff 
in period clothing. This is always a sell-out 
event; $70 for members of the Society, $75 
for non-members. Reservations required. 
For more information call (810) 622-9946 
or visit www.sanilaccountymuseum.org or 
email sanilacmuseum@gmail.com.

Lexington - December 13
Old Fashioned Christmas Horse 
Parade, downtown, 2:00 p.m. Horses, 
donkeys, buggies, wagons and carriages 
will all be on parade. Free hot cocoa and 
cookies. For more information call (810) 
359-2300.

Lexington - December 13
The Blue Water Folk Society 
Presents the Acoustic Open 
Mic Coffeehouse, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 5646 Main St., 7:00 p.m. – 
10:00 p.m. Sign up begins at 6:15 p.m. 
Admission is free; donations are welcome. 
Refreshments provided. 50/50 raffle to 
benefit Thumbfest 2015. Bring a non-
perishable food for Project Blessing. For 
more information email dawnmalek@
comcast.net.

Sandusky - December 13
Thumb Dance Club Christmas 
Dance, Maple Valley School, 138 
Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m. – 11:00 
p.m. Everyone is welcome. Bring finger 
foods (for 9:00 p.m. and friends). $5 
for members, $6 for guests. Catered 
dinner available with reservations only 
starting at 6:00 p.m. for an additional $7. 
Entertainment will be provided by The 
Natural Tones. For more information call 
Leola at (810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at 
(810) 404-4250.

Sandusky - December 31
Thumb Dance Club Special New 
Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance, Maple 
Valley School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:30 
p.m. potluck, Club provides scalloped 
potatoes and fried chicken, 8:30 p.m. – 
12:30 a.m. dancing, with entertainment 
by The Natural Tones. Noisemakers, hats 
and balloons included. $10. For more 
information call Leola at (810) 657-9349 
or Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Tuscola
Millington - December 1
Millington’s 25th Christmas in the 
Village, Millington-Arbela Historical 
Museum, 8534 State St., 4:00 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m. Christmas parade at 6:00 p.m. 
Personalized ornaments for the children 
will be given away. Free cookies and hot 
chocolate. Free admission. Last chance 
to bid on items in the museum’s silent 
auction. For more information email 
millingtonarbelahistoricalsociety@
hotmail.com.

Caro - December 4-10
Gingerbread Village, 
downtown area. The 
Gingerbread Village 
started as a simple recipe 
for an event geared 
towards giving back 
to the community that 
has been supportive and giving to area 
organizations. But then a spoonful of 
extra ingredients were added and the 
recipe grew into a week-long celebration 
of family fun, traditions and lasting 
memories. Events include gingerbread 
house competitions, baking contest, free 
children’s matinee, lunch with Santa, and 
much more as well as visits from Fred and 
Ginger Bread, the mascots of the event. 
For more information call (989) 673-2226.

Millington - December 13
Last Day to Visit the Millington-
Arbela Historical Museum for 
the 2014 Season, 8534 State St., 
closing at 2:00 p.m. Will reopen in April. 
Free admission. For more information 
email millingtonarbelahistoricalsociety@
hotmail.com.

Wayne
Westland - December 1-31 
(closed Christmas)
Lightfest, 7651 Merriman Road, 
Monday - Thursday, 7:00 p.m. –  10:00 
p.m., Friday - Sunday, 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 
p.m. Features more than 55 giant animated 
displays and is the Midwest’s longest drive 
through holiday light show, encompassing 
more than four miles of Hines Drive. 
$5 per vehicle. For more information 
call (734) 261-1990 or visit www.parks.
waynecounty.com.
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have your business seen by thousands of readers!
call (810) 794-2300  to advertise with us!

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY: CHRISTMAS 
ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS, 
interested in many types. Also unusual 
artificial Christmas trees, such as those 
made out of feathers, aluminum, or other 
unusual materials or those in colors other 
than green – from tabletop size to larger. 
Call if you have just a few or you have a lot! 
Please call (810) 614-8034.

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS has a large 
selection of fenders, doors, hoods, patch 
panels, motors, transmissions and more. 

Call for all your auto parts needs!
Mon-Fri 9-5   Sat 9-1

Call (810) 329-3697, (810) 434-1802
or (810) 956-0164

Also buying nonrunning vehicles.
           No pick up fees.

Ready to Buy a New Car?

                   We Will Give You

                 COLD HARD CASH!

SELL US your unwanted/junk running vehicle.

586-222-1268

MIKE’S HAULING
Debris Removal

RUBBER
WHEEL

DUMPSTERS

If You Don’t Want It...I will Haul It!

586-531-3103

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

SAVE YOUR BACKS,
WEEKENDS & FRIENDS!

Complete Clean-Up Service
Foreclosure Specialist, Garages, Basements,
Barns, Building Demolition, Indoor-Outdoor,
Estate Sales, Car Removal, Fire and Flood

Damage, Tractor Work Available

With Coupon. Expires 6/30/2014.

LOOKING FOR RAIL ENGINE Steam 
or Gas and cars. Scale 1/8, Narrow rail 7.5 
wide. Call (810) 841-1731.

STORE AND WAREHOUSE 
SHELVING, Algonac former gift and pet 
supply store.  Many 15 foot long units - buy 
1 or all - $25 each, cash only.  Great for 
extra storage space in basements, garages 
and sheds as well. Call (810) 614-8034 
to arrange a time to view or go to www.
herbsandflowers.net.

For Sale

OVER 1000 GREENHOUSE 
GROWER’S BLACK PLASTIC POTS, 
most gallon size, some larger. Former 
greenhouse went out of business. Call 
(810) 614-8036 for further questions or 
to make an appointment to view. A link 
to pictures of the pots can be emailed to 
a potential customer as well. Located in 
Algonac. $150 firm. 

WANTED TO SELL, Small, portable 
Singer sewing machine. Sews beautifully. 
$50. Call (810) 395-7111.

ANDERSON’S
PRO BAIT
ANDERSON’S
PRO BAIT

www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)
www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 984-3232

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 984-3232

2014-2015 Ice Fishing Products

GREAT SELECTION OF RODS,
 REELS & LURES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Now offering knife & scissor sharpening

Official Shipper of Santa Claus!
WE can take the load off Santa.

Shipping Services - We can suggest
the best way to pack and can offer the

most suitable method of shipping,
so let us help you take the load off!

420 South Water Street 
Marine City, Michigan (Downtown Marine City)

www.fisherbaker.com
Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-1
Extended Holiday Hours

EASTERN MICHIGAN CYCLE
Walk In Yard Hours
Wednesday 9-3
Thursday 9-7
Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3
Internet Sales Hours
Mon-Fri 9-5
UPS Service

Motorcycles
ATV’s

Buy • Sell • Trade
New & Used Parts

& Accessories
Vintage Bikes & parts

PHONE: 810-387-3513
FAX: 810-387-3268

See Us On Ebay
www.emc-cycle.com

7575 Brockway Rd., (M-19)
Yale, MI 48097

EA
ST

ERN MICHIGAN CYCLE

YALE

SALVAGE

MICH
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Patricia                                      Certified PCP

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

(586) 596-4159

72 & Older Plus
Cancer/Alopecia

Clients

SPECIALIZING IN EYEBROWS,
EYELINER, EYE SHADOW,

BEAUTY MARKS & AREOLAS

2B1  ASK  1

810-329-5863
Call

Starting
       at $14 25  Call Today!

(810) 794-2300

General

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN 
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center 
is available for rental for all occasions. 
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. 
For questions or to book, call Sue at (810) 
278-4395.

Port Huron
2422 Laper
810-985-9100

Marine City
260 S. Parker
810-765-4900

Marysville
782 Huron Blvd. 
810-364-4650

3
Great

Locations!

AFFORDABLE
     FITNESS
        FOR
EVERYONE

FOR BODY / FOR SPIRIT / FOR MIND / FOR STRENGTH / FOR ENERGY / FOR LOVE / FOR ATTITUDE / FOR STAMINA / FOR HAPPINESS / FOR YOU!

For Rent

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates 
starting at $547 weekly. Wireless internet, 
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us 
online at gilliganscondo.com or call (586) 
648-6168.

Lake Louise Camp
near Boyne Falls, Michigan

has two retreat lodges available for rent. 
Close to snowmobile trails, and Boyne 
Mountain. Each lodge sleeps 20 and 
contains full bath facilities, refrigerator, 
microwave and spacious meeting room. 
Call 231-549-2728 or email inquiries to 
program@lakelouisecommunity.org.

Doodling Outback Embroidery, LLCDoodling Outback Embroidery, LLC
Embroidery, Screen Printing, Trophies, Engraving, 

Logo digitizing, Team Uniforms, Varsity Jackets

102 S. Main St.
Capac, MI 48014

810-395-8746
Drop off location by 12/12/14
Only public location in Capac

Order Early
for Christmas

before 12/12/14
and you’ll have

it before Christmas!

Your Window
To Quality

Health Care

255 N. Bailey in Romeo
www.baynursinginc.com

happy holidays

BAY NURSING
HOME HEALTH CARE

from the staff at

586.752.1111

www.ThumbPrintNews.com

Read ThumbPrint News Online!
Sign up online to be notified when a new edition is available!

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT BED BUGS?

Lake Huron Veterinary Clinic
Monday - Friday 8 am to 7 pm

Saturday & Sunday 9 am to 5 pm

www.lakehuronvet.com
lakehuronvetclinic@gmail.com

2003 Griswold Street
Port Huron, MI 48060

Phone (810) 985-8300
Fax (810) 213-4832

Happy Holidays from

CANINE & FELINE

SPAYING & NEUTERING
Pain medications & other services

are extra. Expires 12/31/2014

25% OFF December 11th

Rabies Shot only $1.00
with

Exam $39.00 

Macomb

St. Clair
Lapeer

Oakland

Wayne

Sanilac

Huron

Tuscola

Genesee

Get MAXIMUM
Exposure
Throughout
9 Counties!

FOR JUST $95
(810) 794-2300 CALL TODAY!

Advertise Here
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Football Equipment 
circa 1900

Scout Fleet vs. Fort Benning (1924)

PASTIME
Continued from Page 13

game. The concern became so 
prominent, President Roosevelt reached 
out to Harvard, Princeton and Yale to 
save the sport. This resulted in a meeting 
involving 60 schools and by the end, the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) emerged equipped with a rules 
committee.

Starting in 
the 1900s, 
many major 
changes came 
as a result of the 
new committee, 
which began 
to set football 
apart from its 
originating sport 
of rugby. Before 
the turn of the 
century, the set of 
downs gave each 

team three attempts to move the ball five 
yards, which was changed in 1912 to the 
system we know today as four attempts 
to advance the ball 10 yards. One of 
the biggest changes, which ensured its 
longevity, took place when throwing the 
ball became legal. Previously, the only 

way to drive the ball down the field was 
to run with it, but with the advent of 
more options to gain yardage, the field 
opened up and the sport became much 
more popular. Once the forward pass 
became legal, the ball was redesigned to 
become more aerodynamic.

Beyond the rules that Camp altered, he 
also set many standards in the way teams 
prepared for games. He was the first 
person to invent scrimmages in order to 
get players ready for game play. Camp 
was also renowned for his conditioning 
as a coach. He was so well known for his 
training, Camp was chosen to condition 
a majority of America’s armed forces 
during World War I. As a result of this 
type of training, physical ability and skill 
became more essential 
than brute force, making 
the game more of a sport, 
and less of an all out war.

Beginning around 
the 1920s, more than 
10 professional football 
teams had popped up 
across the United States, 
bringing to life the dream 
of playing sports for a 
living. Once the sport 
received a professional 
stage to play on, there 

was a need for an organization to 
manage the teams, which came 
with the creation of the American 
Professional Football Association 
(APFA), later becoming the 
National Football League (NFL). 
The advent of the television, which 
came around this time, made the 
sport even more prominent, and 
since it was now possible for fans 
to watch the game without leaving 
the house, it made the sport the 
most-watched television show. In order 
to keep the public’s interest, the rules 
committee were always changing small 
aspects of the game to make it more 
interesting, such as the option of the 
two-point conversion, instead of kicking 

a field goal. Many different 
organizations desperately 
tried to get a piece of the 
lucrative new business, 
but the NFL dominated 
the market, only allowing 
one association to survive 
longer than four years. One 
league, which was called 
the American Football 
League (AFL), was able 
to remain as a competitor. 
Throughout the years, the 
two associations battled to 

draft the best college players and obtain 
the most television contracts, although 
the NFL bested the AFL a majority of the 
time.

In 1966, the NFL and AFL came to 
an agreement and the two organizations 
became one, deciding to let the NFL 
name remain. Quickly after the merger, 
the NFL created two origins, the 
American Football Conference (AFC) 
and National Football Conference 
(NFC). Today, the best team of each 
conference meets at the end of the year 
to battle in one of the most-watched 
events of the year – the Super Bowl. 
While many may struggle to imagine a 
world without football in today’s world, 
if it wasn’t for the inventive mind of 
Walter Camp, it’s very possible we 
would be watching rugby on Monday 
nights.  
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Loving, beautiful Tuxedo cat needs a furever 
home!  Her name is Lucky and she has been 
with Foxfire Farm Country Store and now Thumb-
Print News for about seven years.  She has been 
fixed, is litter trained, has all of her shots, and is 
up-to-date on flea treatments.  We just can’t give 
her the attention she deserves with the closing 
of Foxfire Farm Country Store.  Lucky will be a 
little shy at first and would be best as an only 
pet,  but once she gets to know you, she will be 
in love forever – and you with her.  Lucky must 
go to someone who would keep her as an inside pet.  Lucky came to us on 
Christmas Eve as a stray.  Someone dropped her off in a snowbank outside the 
store as a kitten.  She would now love this Christmas to be her opportunity to 
find that purrfect home.  To adopt Lucky, please call (810) 794-2300.

Add Some Luck to Your Holiday
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Sharing family recipes is a treasured holiday tradition for many, but every holiday table needs a mix of 
cherished family dishes and new culinary creations.

This year, honor those special memories and reminisce over platters of family favorites while introducing 
new and delicious items to your holiday spread. From juicy pork tenderloin to nutty and tart pound cake, these 
delightful dishes are sure to bring joy to your dinner table this season. 

Whether your kitchen contribution is a family recipe or a new dish to introduce to your relatives, it all begins 
with a kitchen that is well-stocked with essentials such as salt, pepper and other pantry staples. With a wide 
variety of products, including olive oils, vinegars, cooking wines and cooking sprays, Pompeian has all of the 
basics you need for any holiday dish. Pompeian is also the first and only extra virgin olive oil to carry the new 
USDA Quality Monitored seal — ensuring you’re using only the best quality ingredients to feed your family
and friends.

To celebrate the season and honor these special family dishes, Pompeian  
is helping consumers immortalize their favorite family recipes. Visit Facebook.com/Pompeian to design a custom 
bottle of extra virgin olive oil special enough to gift to a loved one or to keep for your own holiday table. 

For product and nutritional information or to view more holiday recipes, visit Pompeian.com.

Pork Tenderloin with Balsamic Roasted Vegetables
Servings: 4
 1/2  cup Pompeian Extra Virgin Olive Oil
 1/2  cup Pompeian Balsamic Vinegar
 2  cloves garlic, finely chopped
 2  teaspoons mixed dried herbs, such as thyme, rosemary, oregano  
   or marjoram
  Salt and freshly ground black pepper
 2  pork tenderloins (10–12 ounces each)
 2  red, yellow or green bell peppers, cored and cut into  
   1 1/2-inch pieces
 2  medium yellow onions, cut into 3/4-inch wedges
 1  small eggplant, cut into 1-inch pieces
  Pompeian Extra Virgin Olive Oil, for drizzling
To prepare marinade, combine olive oil, balsamic vinegar, garlic and herbs in bowl. Whisk until blended; add salt and 
pepper to taste. 

Place 2 pork tenderloins in large sealable plastic bag. Pour in half marinade and refrigerate for 1 hour or overnight, 
turning bag occasionally. 

Preheat oven to 400°F. 
Pour remaining marinade over peppers, onions and eggplant and toss. Arrange vegetables in large oiled roasting pan. 

Roast in preheated oven 15 minutes. 
In meantime, heat large non-stick skillet over medium-high heat. Remove pork from marinade. Add to skillet and 

brown on all sides. 
Transfer pork to pan of roasted vegetables. Return to oven for 20–25 minutes or until pork registers 155°F on meat 

thermometer. Slice pork and serve with roasted vegetables. Drizzle olive oil over finished dish.

Cranberry Walnut Pound Cake
Servings: 12–16
 1  cup all-purpose flour
 1  cup whole wheat pastry flour  
   or 2 cups all-purpose flour
 1/2  teaspoon baking powder
 1/4  teaspoon baking soda
 1  teaspoon salt
 1/4  teaspoon cinnamon
 4  large eggs
 1 1/3  cups granulated sugar
 1/2  cup Pompeian Extra Light Tasting  
   Olive Oil
 1  teaspoon vanilla extract
 1/2  cup low-fat sour cream
 1/2  cup finely chopped walnuts
 3/4  cup fresh cranberries, finely   
  chopped
Preheat oven to 350°F. Generously coat Bundt 
pan with olive oil. 

In small bowl, combine flours, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt and cinnamon.

In large bowl, beat eggs with handheld mixer 
until light and slightly increased in volume. Add 
sugar slowly while continuing to beat. Mixture 
will become light and fluffy. Add olive oil and 
vanilla extract and beat another 2 minutes.

Alternately add dry ingredients and sour 
cream to batter, beating between additions. 
Gently fold in chopped nuts and cranberries.

Transfer batter to prepared pan.
Bake at 350°F for 60–65 minutes or until 

toothpick inserted into center comes out clean.
Cool in pan on wire rack for 10 minutes. Then 

invert pan onto rack to remove and  
cool completely. 

Broccoli Gratin with Crunchy Herb Topping
                Servings: 4
                1  bunch broccoli, cut into florets
                    Sea or kosher salt, to taste
                                 1/4  cup Pompeian Extra Light Tasting Olive Oil
                1  small onion, chopped
                2  tablespoons all-purpose flour
                                 1 1/2  cups low-fat milk
                                 1/3  cup grated Parmesan cheese
                1  tablespoon flat-leaf parsley, chopped
                    Freshly ground black pepper, to taste
                3  tablespoons Pompeian Extra Virgin Olive Oil
                1  clove garlic, finely chopped
                1  tablespoon fresh thyme leaves, finely chopped
                6  tablespoons breadcrumbs
Bring large pot of water to rapid boil. Add broccoli and salt to taste. Blanch for 3 minutes. Drain and 
refresh under cold water and drain again. Pat dry with paper towels and transfer to bowl.

Preheat oven to 400°F. Oil small gratin pan.
For sauce, heat extra light tasting olive oil in medium saucepan over medium heat. Add onion and 

cook until tender. Add flour and stir until foamy. Pour in milk and cook, stirring continuously until 
mixture comes to boil and thickens. Stir in Parmesan cheese and parsley and cook until cheese is 
melted. Season  
with salt and pepper, to taste. Coat broccoli evenly with sauce. Transfer broccoli to gratin pan.

For topping, heat extra virgin olive oil in nonstick skillet. Add garlic and thyme and cook until 
garlic is golden. Add breadcrumbs and toss until lightly browned. Sprinkle topping over baking dish 
and bake for 20 minutes until hot and bubbly. Serve immediately.

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT FULL GUTTERS? 
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2,000 Fabrics
200 Leathers

OPEN 7 DAYS MON. - SAT. 10-7 P.M., SUN 12-6 P.M. bensff.com

BEN’S
FURNITURE CENTER
Fort Gratiot

810-385-6530 810-385-5205
by Walmart

810-984-6530

BEN’S FINE
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

Downtown Port Huron

BEN’S MATTRESS
BEDROOM CENTER

Fort Gratiot by Walmart

&

5 Piece Sectional

$2998$2998
Compared at $6598

Sofa

$1298$1298
Compared at $2299

100 Fabrics
ONE Price

100 Fabrics
ONE Price

plus 100 Leathers

$698$698
Buy one
Get one
FREE

60 Fabrics
ONE Price

Recliners

Have It Your Way At Ben’s
Custom Sofas At One Low Price

$798$798
Compared at $1599

40 Fabrics
ONE Price

Sofa

1

2

3 4

1

2

3

4

America’s #1 selling reclining sofas, loveseats,
sectionals and recliners. Choose from 60 custom
fabrics at 1 low price. Every cushion has 48 coil
springs for longer lasting comfort. Frames/mech

have limited lifetime warranties.

America’s favorite sofa. Choose from 40 custom
body styles and over 500 pillow fabrics at one low

price. Choose from 12 Broyhill® sofas at only $898.
Every cushion has 48 coil springs for longer lasting

comfort. Frames have limited lifetime warranties.

America’s finest sofas for over 100 years. Choose
from 100 custom fabrics at one low price on over

12 different sofa models. Limited lifetime warranties
on cushions, springs and frames.

North America’s #1 contemporary furniture.
Choose from over 200 fabrics at one low price
and up to 100 leathers. Built in North America
since 1994 with limited lifetime warranties on

frames and cushions.


