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Imagine what the Chippewa, local Native Americans of
southeastern Michigan, thought in 1679 when they saw a strangely
dressed man plant a strange object on the beach in Anchor Bay
and then go right back to his huge ship and take off. The man
was a Belgian missionary of the Franciscan Order, Father Louis
Hennepin. The object he planted was a rough-hewn cross.The ship
he came on, the Griffin (sometimes spelled Griffon), was captained
by explorer Robert de LaSalle. Since the Native American tribes
of the area did not understand the idea of land ownership, they
certainly didn’t fathom the significance of planting a cross or a
country’s flag in a territory as marking an area as being claimed
for God, the Catholic Church, and/or the explorer’s sponsoring
country, in this case France. Robert de LaSalle went on to sail
down the Missippippi River, claiming the territory for France all

By Robert Christensen
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Fruits

Some 70 years ago, when I was a boy growing up on a small
farm in the Midwest, fresh fruits were not found during the winter
in the small grocery store in our nearby town. Supermarkets did
not exist then. Nor did the transportation, refrigeration, storage
and marketing infrastructure exist that enables the cornucopia
display of today’s supermarket produce section. Seventy years ago
about the only fresh fruits available in the winter in the northern
U.S. were apples and then only a few varieties in the first part of
the winter. I do remember that an orange could often be found
in the Christmas stocking. No bananas, grapes or strawberries

the way through to Louisiana, which he named for the French
monarch. This later allowed the French Emperor Napoleon to
collect a cool 15 million dollars for the territory from the new
country of the United States.
Father Louis Hennepin, the man who planted the flag on Anchor
Bay, right across from where the Immaculate Conception church
would be, later headed an expedition that was the first to follow the
See IRA TOWNSHIP, Page 12

were on grocery shelves. Fruits
were available as canned
products either in tin or glass.
Some fruits, notably raisins
and prunes, were commonly
available in dried form. Other
fruits were only found in jams
and jellies.
Our 140 acre farm was
relatively small by today’s
standards. Ours was what
was called a “general farm”,
meaning that we grew and
raised a variety of crops and
livestock. We approached selfsufficiency in that we raised
most of our own food and sold
surplus to obtain the cash

See WINTER FRUITS, Page 21

PEST CONTROL DIVISION
ABC
Guess who’s building their home out of your home?
Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

This is the time of year when some people start to see big black ants inside their homes. With
any species of ant, treatment at this time is crucial, as the ants have begun foraging for food
for their young. If you see ants of any sort moving in and around your home call us today!

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794-5678 for pricing on a proper ant control program.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
It was in the month of January 177
years ago that Michigan was granted
statehood. On January 26, 1837,
Michigan became the
26th state. Nicknamed
both the Great Lakes
State and the Wolverine
State, Michigan is
the eleventh largest
state, the eighth most
populated and the only
state to consist of two
peninsulas. And, as most
everyone knows, the
capital is Lansing.
However, in
celebration of Michigan’s January
statehood, I thought it would be fun
to look at a few perhaps lesser known
facts about this wonderful region we
call home. For instance, when the
territory of Michigan was created on
January 11, 1805, it was not Lansing,
but rather Detroit that was chosen as its
capital.
Most of us probably know that
agriculture is one of our state’s
most important industries. But,
did you know that its largest freshmarket vegetable crop is the onion?
Manufacturing is another important
industry, but were you aware that we
lead the nation in the production of dog
sleds?
Of course we all appreciate the
beauty of our Great Lakes and most

SICK OR INJURED AND CAN’T WORK?

diane e. xagoraris

of us know that Michigan’s shoreline
touches four out of the five of them.
However, did you know that Lake
Superior’s shoreline, if
straightened out, could
connect the Upper
Peninsula with the
Bahamas?
Can your GPS get
you to Hog’s Hollow or
Bagley’s Corner? It could
if you realized that these
were the former names
of Utica and Bloomfield
Hills.
Michigan has the
distinction of being home to the very
first soft drink, Vernor’s Ginger Ale.
Introduced by a Detroit pharmacist,
James A. Vernor, in 1866, it did not
contain alcohol; hence the name
“soft” drink. (There were several other
“elixirs” on the market at that time,
including what would later be called
Coca Cola, but their original formulas
contained alcohol.)
Shopping malls are as common place
as supermarkets are today. However,
it was Southfield, Michigan that
introduced the world to the very first
in 1954 with the opening of Northland
Mall.
We all know that Detroit is known as
the car capital of the world. However,
Michiganders apparently lead the
nation in owning other vehicles as well

as there are more boat registrations in
our state than in any other.
Michigan – the land of sand dunes
(pictured below) and blue water in
summertime and glistening white
snow in the winter. It is a great state in
which to live. Take the time in 2014
to explore areas that you have never
before visited. Become a tourist in
your own state and enjoy everything it
has to offer.

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
OR SOCIAL SECURITY INCOME!

PHONE: 586.992.3561
FAX: 586.992.3467

a t t o r n e y
a t
l a w
59057 ROMEO PLANK, RAY TWP., MI 48096 PORT HURON OFFICE ALSO AVAILABLE

NO AWARD, NO FEE!

ATTORNEY FEE PAID OUT OF THE BACK BENEFITS RECEIVED

DIANE KODET

Editor, ThumbPrint News

D EXAGORARIS@YAHOO.COM
LAWOFFICEOFDIANEEXAGORARIS.COM
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FREE
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Get Involved with
Lapeer County 4-H
Submitted by Kathy George,
Lapeer County MSU Extension
4-H is the nation’s largest youth
development and empowerment
organization, reaching more than 7 million
4-H youth in urban
neighborhoods, suburban
schoolyards and rural
farming communities.
Fueled by universitybacked curriculum,
4-H’ers engage in handson learning activities
in the areas of science,
healthy living and food
security.
Last year, Lapeer
County 4-H made a
difference in the lives
of 562 youth through
on-going clubs, therapeutic horseback
riding programs, summer camps and
international exchange programs. We are
always striving to offer new and relevant
interests to our 4-H’ers, such as outdoor
education, photography, shooting sports/
archery, engineering, robotics, and yes,

we even have fly fishing! 4-H members
can choose from a range of projects, based
on their interests and the availability of a
knowledgeable adult in the community to
serve as a mentor/leader. Clubs are open to
youth ages 5-19 and costs
only $10/year to join any
one of the 41 clubs located
all over the county.
Through these projects,
members set goals,
learn the skills needed
to achieve goals, and
exhibit/demonstrate
their skills at events
like Eastern Michigan
State Fair in Imlay City,
4-H community service
activities, project open
houses, as well as county
and state competitions.
If you would like to learn more about
joining 4-H or being one of our teen or
adult volunteers, please visit our website
at http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/lapeer/
lapeer_county_4_h or call 810-667-0343
for more information.

BLUE WATER
A multiservice company that you can trust!

CLEANING & RESTORATION

Water, Smoke, Fire, Restoration
31 Years Experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

(810) 385-2993

Locally
Owned &
Operated

Insurance
Work Welcome

Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery
• Oriental & Area Rugs
• Pet Urine Removal
• Odor Removal
Authorized
Applicator

Scotchgard™

Carpet Upholstery
Protector

Professional
Uniformed Technicians

Dry in 2 to 4 hrs

Disaster Restoration

Janitorial Service
• Office Cleaning
• Tile Refinishing
• Wall Washing
• Bonded & Insured

• Water Extraction • Mold Remediation
• Complete Repair Service • Sump Pump Overflows
• Sewer Back Ups • Post Construction Clean Up

Quality

Service

Dependable

Price

www.bluewatercleaningco.com

2325 10th St. • Port Huron, MI 48060

Veterans
Discount

Residential • Commercial • Serving St. Clair and Sanilac Counties

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Features:
Far Infrared Sauna ~ Ionic Foot Bath

Rev. Rennae Hardy
Spiritual Intuitive
Reiki M. Tch

Alternative Approaches:
Reiki • Integrated Energy Therapy
• Reflexology • Bio-Sonic Repatterning
• Ear Coning (Candling)
Spiritual Guidance:
Intuitive Consultations • Angel Card Readings
Developmental Message Circle
• Second Tuesday Of Every Month • 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Classes • Workshops • Empowerments • Special Events
Visit our website calendar: www.radiantbeings.net
Located 1/2 mile N. of 21 Mile Rd. of Gratiot in the Apple Grove Plaza
25962 S. Knollwood Dr., Chesterfield, MI 48051

(586) 949-0112
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Ringing in the New Year

Radiant Beings
Holistic Center

Services:
Therapeutic Massage: Pain Management
Integrated • Swedish • Lomilomi (Hawaiian)
Chronic Conditions • Lymphatic • More

Home & Commercial Services

Celebrating the New Year expresses
our appreciation for fresh starts and
welcomed change. We anticipate
the realization of our intentions and
enthusiastically create our New
Year’s resolutions eager to achieve
each goal. Our successes are often
enhanced with proper planning. Before
birthing the new you this year, consider
“clearing” your environment.
Energetically, everything that
happens inside a building leaves
its imprint within the very fabric of
that structure. The residual energy
of strong emotions, trauma and
repetitive behaviors are recorded
in the architecture and contents of
that building. Some places exude an
energy that is nurturing while other
places create feelings of uneasiness.
We all sense the energy surrounding
us and experience its effect. Positive
energy uplifts, while negative energy
depresses.
Space Clearing is the non-traditional,
yet complimentary component to the
ancient science of Feng Shui practiced

to clear, revitalize energies, and restore
harmony in buildings. Space Clearing
can be performed in numerous ways
using a variety of materials and follows
a four step process. One: Preparation
(Physically clean the space). Two:
Purification (Perform the actual
clearing). Three: The Invocation (Offer
prayer or blessing). Four: Preservation
(Maintain the reestablished balance).
Bells are excellent tools for space
clearing. They produce specific
tones that work perfectly to dispel
accumulated stagnant energy, plus a
bell’s resonation increases positive
energy flow. Ringing in the New Year
can shift the energies in your own
home.
Stand at the entrance of any room.
Hold the bell over your heart and set
your intention. Moving clockwise, walk
the circumference of the room. As
you walk, ring the bell and envision
your intention being manifested. To
invite angels and/or invoke blessings
ring the bell three times. During
the silence that follows the last ring
imagine golden-pink light filling the
entire space. The room is now blessed.
Happy New Year!
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A Tongue-in-Cheek Look at
New Year’s Resolutions
Heard at the Office
(Not ThumbPrint News of Course!)

A New Year’s resolution is something that goes in one year and out the other.
My New Year’s resolution is to be more optimistic by keeping my cup halffull with rum, vodka or whiskey.
This New Year’s I resolve to be less awesome since that is really the only
thing I do in excess.
I resolve to remember 2013 like it was yesterday.
My New Year’s resolution is to break my New Year’s Resolutions....That way
I succeed at something!
I’m actually feeling pretty okay about not accomplishing anything this year.
My New Year’s resolution is to stop hanging out with people who ask me
about my New Year’s resolutions.

Happy New Year From ThumbPrint News!

JUDGMENT
RECOVERY
Having Trouble Collecting On
Your Court Awarded Judgment?
CALL US TODAY! WE CAN HELP YOU COLLECT!

NO FEE IF WE CAN’T COLLECT
www.DangeloAdavanni.com

(248) 519-2355

ABC

GOT BATS?
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Join Us For Fun!
Call to Reserve Your Seat
or visit
www.982ride.com

Home & Commercial Services

FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM

Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

A multiservice company that you can trust!

BELTONE

has the only

2.4GHz streaming
wireless technology

in the USA

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
the middle ear

$25 person

Jan. 1st, 15th& 29th

FREE

Depart Port Huron at 9am.

Hearing
Screening

$

Valued at

130

Expires 1/31/14

$25 person

January 8 & 22
th

nd

Depart Port Huron at 9am.

$

25

per person
January 13th
Depart Port Huron at 8 am.

$

Monday
Feb. 3rd
2014

30

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services
May Receive Up To

$

call to book your seat at

BUSTrips

or reserve your seat online

www.982ride.com

Pick up and drop off at Super K-Mart in Port Huron.
Other pick up location available - Call for details.

Hearing Aids
as low as
Beltone Turn 75 Open Fit

Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase
or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 1/31/14

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand
of Hearing Aid.

*Certain restrictions may apply

Offer expires 12/31/13

Easy
Payment
Plans
Available

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler
UAW
entitled to

2 FREE

*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Skoric Hearing Aid Center

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816
LJ-0001042400-01

995

$

Towards Two Hearing Aids*

per
person

"Vicky Lawrence"

2,500

*

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries

Soaring Eagle Casino featuring

3233 Dove Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060

Page 5

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Marine City
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com

Page 6		

January 2014

Can
You
Find

Where
You Live on the
Map Below?
Pictured on the right is a
map of the Great Lakes area,
circa 1688. It is amazing to
see what the maker of this
map actually was able to do
without all of the modern
instruments and technology
available today.

MARITIME TRIVIA
Courtesy of The Marine Art of J. Clary

No one correctly answered December’s contest. Be the first to answer
December’s question below and you could win a J. Clary collector print!
December’s Question: What happened at the launch of the John McGean?
Answer: When the McGean was launched a big rush of water slammed into
the reviewing stand and knocked spectators into the icy water, severely
hurting two people and causing a desperate rescue effort. The superstitious
believe that the McGean was a marked vessel because of that marred launch.

Visit Cap’n Jim’s Gallery
201 N. Riverside, Suite C-4
St. Clair, MI 48079
www.jclary.com

(586) 286-7246
Dr. Anand C. Thakur M.D.

Maritime Trivia Question #9

Board Certified in Anesthesiology
and Pain Medicine
National University Fellowship Trained

Email Your Guess to marineart@jclary.com

Accepting New Patients

When was the Great Artic Cyclone?

THE COMPLETE AUCTION TEAM

BELLE RIVER

We Care About Your Pain Needs
We Offer Complete Comprehensive Care
• Medication Management
• Coordinate with Physical Therapy
• Non-Surgical Treatment

LIQUIDATORS & AUTIONEERS

*AUCTIONS AT YOUR LOCATION OR OURS
*PUBLIC AUCTIONS EVERY FRIDAY @ 6:30
*FOOD AUCTION 1ST FRIDAY OF EVERY
MONTH @6:30

81611 Main St.
Memphis, MI 48041

ANA PAIN MANAGEMENT, P.C.
15945 19 Mile Rd., Suite 202, Clinton Twp., MI 48038

Wayne Nikodim

• Minimally Invasive Procedures
• Evidence Based Pain Management
• Interventional Techniques

Your Complete Resource for Advanced
Medical & Interventional Pain Needs
• Neck • Back • Arm • Leg • Hip • Hand Pain
• Sciatica • CRPS/RSD • Neuralgias • Cancer Pain
• Fibromyalgia • Post Neck & Back Surgery Pain
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

By Diane Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

If you
are ever
recommended their restaurant as an eatery
traveling
not to be missed!
down US
41 (also
Editor’s note: If you are a Thumb Bird
known as
and you spend part of the year in Florida,
Tamiami
why not join our Thumb Bird email list?
Trail) in
The purpose of this list is to communicate
Sarasota
with each other about things to do and
and pass
see, events to attend, recommendations
by El
for restaurants, hotels, etc. and just to
Chapulin
share interesting highlights of our Florida
Restaurant, turn around, go back, and
experiences. The only requirements to be
go inside. You will be glad you did. The
on this list are that you live or have lived in
unassuming exterior is painted chartreuse
the areas served by ThumbPrint News and
green, sort of the color of a grasshopper,
that you now either spend part or all of the
which is exactly what I assume the owners
year in Florida. Please send your first and
intended, as “El Chapulin” is Spanish for
last name, your mailing address and phone
“The Grasshopper”.
number in both Michigan and Florida and
The first time we ate at this Tex-Mex
your email to thumbprintnews@comcast.
restaurant, we were fortunate to have a
net and put “Thumb Birds” in the subject
chance to meet and talk with one of the
line. In January invitations will be sent out
owners, Dino Soto. Although El Chapulin
for our first ever Thumb Bird get-together.
in Sarasota has been open for just about
If you are already a Thumb Bird and have
a year, the history of the restaurant goes
something to submit for a future column,
back to 1971 when Dino’s grandparents
the same email address can be used.
opened the Grasshopper Lounge in
Adrian, Michigan. Dino grew up
working alongside his grandparents
and developed all of the mouthwatering recipes based on what his
grandmother taught him. He has an
emotional attachment to his family
and the family business that shows
in the quality, care, ingredients and
customer service in this newest
venture.
The wet burritos, chimichangas,
tamales and tacos keep his customers
coming back for more. Dino gave us
samples of several different sauces
and dishes to try on our first visit
and it was hard to pick out which
I liked best. Dino says everything
is homemade and made in small
batches for quality control. Of course
the happy hour margaritas were top
notch as well.
El Chapulin is located at 7253 S.
Tamiami Trail in Sarasota. Their
phone number is (941) 923-3688.
Stop in and say “Hi” to Dino and
third from left and three of his wait staff welcome
let him know that ThumbPrint News Dino,
visitors to The Grasshopper.

Cartoon courtesy of artist and humorist, Richard Lamson, creator of BirdvilleArt.com (copyright,
all rights reserved)

At BirdvilleArt.com we think it’s important to share smiles,
so we have started a cartoon caption contest.
First place is fifty bucks cash. (That’s a lot of bird seed).
Visit BirdvilleArt.com and click on “cartoon contest”
to see the new cartoon and get your smile on.

Read ThumbPrint News Online!
You can also sign up
to be notified when
a new edition
is available!
www.ThumbPrintNews.com

ABC

GOT BED BUGS?
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Cottage
Living
Happy New Year to all ThumbPrint
News readers! 2014 will bring new
beginnings, new exciting events, new
challenges and overall a new year with a
fresh start! Spring and summer seems to
be so far away, but will be there before we
know it! Owning a second home, cottage
or cabin comes with responsibilities and
work of its own. I see January as a way
to simply do a “freshening up” of things
to do in your place. Use this month to
make a visit to your cottage and check up
on things, such as replacing the plumberapproved anti-freeze in your sinks and
toilets, making sure that the there are no
cracked or broken pipes from the freeze
so far. If you have lawn furniture that is
wrapped or covered and stored outside,
double check to make sure the tarps and
covers will remain intact for the next few
months. Check your windows for gaps and
make sure that moisture hasn’t found its
way in through cracks or sagging frames.
Check around outside of your place to
make sure your BBQ grill, stored canoes
or kayaks and storage sheds haven’t been

CARP
E

!
ERT
AL

This is the time of year when
the colony). Just because
some people are beginning
you see a black ant that is
to start to see big black
smaller does not mean it
ants inside their
isn’t a carpenter ant.
ER ANT
homes. UnfortuWith any species
T
N
nately, this is a
of ant, treatment
definite sign that
at this time is
there is an existcrucial, as the
ing carpenter ant
ants have begun
problem coming
foraging for food
from somewhere
for their young. If
Call
inside the home;
you see ants of
810-794-5678
ants on the outside
any sort moving
are still not active,
in and around your
due to the cold weather.
home, call ABC Home &
Once the weather warms up
Commercial Services at (810)
outside, ants seen may be com794-5678 for pricing on a proper
ing from a nest
ant control program.
outside of the home.
Carpenter ants are also
polymorphic, meaning that
they have many different
sizes. This means that the
ants in the colony range in
size from larger workers
(who forage outside the
colony) to smaller workers
(who work primarily inside

H IG H - P E RFO RM AN C E COMMERC IAL PLOW S

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

TRIP-EDGE

C-PLOWS

VF Series

New!

Flare-wing, Trip-edge V-Plow

STRENGTH
&
PERFORMANCE

TRIP-EDGE

Hiniker offers a comprehensive line of professional
grade snowplows to meet the demands of the toughest
conditions and snowplows operations.

SCOOP PLOWS

VF-PLOWS: Trip-edge design gives smooth operation
and effective protection with a nine-inch high pivot
point. Double acting cylinders provide positive
moldboard position control. Now available in flaredwing and flat-top configurations.

TRIP-EDGE

CONVENTIONAL PLOWS

C-PLOWS: Get the heavy-duty performance of the
Hinikier trip-edge conventional plow plus the added
versatility of a high performance backdrag plow. An
amazing time-saver in driveways, parking lots and
loading docks.

FULL-TRIP

CONVENTIONAL PLOWS

deep snow off quickly and efficiently.

SPREA DE RS

By Pamela Grey-Pugliese

affected by the cold winds and snow. If
you cover any plants for the winter, take
care to make sure they are still hidden
from the elements. If you are a winter bird
feeder, of course you will want to replenish
the feeders and check for wind or snow
damage on their feeder homes.
Roofs are always a concern during the
winter months, so take a look at your
ceiling corners for any trouble spots on the
ceiling tiles. Give a quick inspection for
any loose shingles or sagging gutters on
the roof itself. If the weather permits, clean
out the gutters for an easier spring melt.
Inspect your deck, dock and siding for any
wind damage as well. If it’s too cold to stay
outside for a long period of time, make a
checklist for the spring when most of the
outside chores can be done. Your winter
checkup at your cottage will give you the
opportunity to check your mouse traps if
you put them out and clear that mess away.
If you plan on staying overnight this gives
you a chance to ensure that your wood
stove and furnace are in good working
condition. This little checkup visit will give
you a little piece of mind for the next few
months that all systems will be “go” for
your spring opening!

Home & Commercial Services

SCOOP PLOWS: High capacity concave shape
captures
snow to efficiently clear lots and parking
SPREADERS:
areas. Angles left or right for conventional plowing.
CONVENTIONAL PLOWS: 30 inch tall high-curvature
blades roll deep snow off quickly and efficiently.
Commercial plowers will appreciate the extra strength
and efficient design.

DUAL-MOTOR ELECTRIC

SPREADERS

HINIKER COMPANY

Mankato, MN • 1-800-433-5620 •

SPREADERS: Snow removal contractors looking for
additional profits will find them in ice control. Spread
www.
hiniker
.com
ice control
materials
quickly and easily with an efficient
Hiniker Spreader. Choose between OHV gas engine
spreaders or dual-motor electric spreaders.

Visit Tri County Equipment Today!

TRI COUNTY
EQUIPMENT
Working Harder. Doing More.

SANDUSKY
CARO
MARLETTE
BAD AXE
989 West Sanilac 415 Beibel Rd. (M24 North) 7454 Vandyke Highway 1314 Sand Beach Rd.
(810) 648-2404
(989) 673-8400
(810) 346-2761
(989) 269-9249
SAGINAW
BURTON
BIRCH RUN
REESE
LAPEER
6150 Bay Rd. 4135 Davison Rd. 8461 Main St. 9953 Saginaw St. 3120 N. Lapeer Rd.
(989) 791-1234 (810) 742-3364 (989) 624-9356 (989) 868-4165 (810) 664-3798

Visit us online at www.TriCountyEquipment.net
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FAMILY FEATURES

K

eep warm with hearty dishes that satisfy appetites and comfort food cravings.
From russets to reds, fingerlings to purples, the hearty potato comes in many
beautiful varieties that add color and texture to beloved comfort dishes. Bring
out the flavors of your down-home creation by pairing it with a perfectly suited wine.

Country Stew
Comforting
Complements
A spicy red with
raspberry and peppery
flavors, Zinfandel pairs
particularly well with the
flavors of winter — the
season where comfort food
is king. When searching for
the perfect complement to
your hearty, comfort fare,
go for wines that deliver on
quality at a fair price.
Discover Amador
County, an up-and-coming
wine region nestled in the
rolling Sierra Foothills of
California, through the
wines of Renwood Winery.
The winery runs under the
direction of Joe Shebl, a
talented winemaker whose
artistic vision and passion
for both Zinfandel and
Amador County shows in
every bottle.
For more information,
visit www.renwood.com.

Pair with Renwood Zinfandel, California
Yield: 6 servings
5 pounds bone-in short ribs, trimmed
and cut into 2-inch pieces
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/4 cup vegetable oil
2 cups water
1 1/3 cups Renwood Zinfandel
1 medium onion, chopped
1 clove garlic, minced
2 teaspoons salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 beef bouillon cubes
6 large Wisconsin potatoes, washed, peeled and quartered
1/2 pound small fresh mushrooms, cleaned and
			 trimmed
1 package (10 ounces) frozen whole green beans
1 can (16 ounces) peeled whole tomatoes, undrained
1.	Dredge ribs in flour to coat; reserve leftover flour.
2.	Heat oil in 8-quart Dutch oven on moderate heat.
3.	Add half of ribs and brown on all sides. Once browned, remove ribs. Repeat instructions for
remaining ribs.
4.	Stir in the reserved flour. While stirring, add 1 cup water and wine and stir until thickened.
5.	Return ribs to the pan.
6.	Add onion, garlic, salt, pepper and bouillon and bring to a boil.
7.	Cover and lower heat to simmer for about 1 hour, or until ribs are tender.
8.	Remove ribs with slotted spoon and cover with foil to keep warm.
9.	Add potatoes, mushrooms and beans. Simmer 20 to 30 minutes, or until vegetables are
tender.
10.	Add ribs and tomatoes with liquid, and heat through.
11.	Use slotted spoon to remove meat and vegetables to large serving platter.
12.	Remove gravy to serving container and serve with ribs.

Quick & Healthy
Slow Cooker
Chicken & Potatoes

Healthy Potato Lasagna

Pair with Renwood Premier Old Vine
Zinfandel, Amador County
Yield: 4 servings
2 links Italian turkey sausage
(3 1/2 ounces each)
1 1/2
cups chopped onion
1 cup fat-free ricotta cheese
1 teaspoon dried basil or Italian
seasoning
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1 egg white
2 cups marinara sauce, divided
1 1/4 pounds Wisconsin Yukon gold
potatoes, peeled and thinly sliced,
divided
1 cup part-skim shredded mozzarella
cheese, divided
1.	Remove sausage from casing and crumble
into medium skillet with onion.

2.	Cook for 10 minutes or until both are
browned, breaking up sausage with back
of spoon.
3.	Stir together ricotta, basil, garlic powder and
egg white in small bowl.
4.	Spread 1/2 cup marinara sauce in bottom of
9-inch square baking dish.
5.	Place 1/3 of the potatoes in the bottom of
the dish, forming solid layer with
no gaps.
6.	Drop 1/2 ricotta mixture in spoonfuls over
top and spread out just a little.
7.	Sprinkle with 1/3 of mozzarella and 1/2
sausage mixture.
8.	Add 1/2 cup more sauce then repeat potato,
cheese and meat layers.
9.	Top with last layer of potatoes, remaining
sauce and mozzarella.
10.	Cover with plastic wrap and make small
slit to vent.
11.	Microwave on high for 30 minutes or
until potatoes are tender.

Pair with Renwood
Zinfandel, Fiddletown
2 teaspoons
Herbs de Provence
(or combination
of dried thyme,
fennel, basil and
savory)
1 teaspoon garlic
salt
		 Freshly ground
pepper to taste
1/2 cup flour
1 tablespoon canola
oil
4 small (2 pounds) bone-in-chicken breasts, skin removed
1 1/4 pounds small Wisconsin red potatoes
3/4 cup frozen, thawed pearl onions
1 cup small baby carrots
3/4 cup reduced-sodium chicken broth
8 ounces small baby bella or white mushrooms
		 Chopped fresh thyme (optional)
1.	Combine Herbs de Provence, garlic salt, and pepper on a dinner plate.
2.	Spoon flour onto a second dinner plate.
3.	Coat each chicken breast with herb mixture; then dredge in flour.
4.	Heat oil in a large skillet.
5.	Add chicken and cook over medium-high heat until chicken is golden brown on both sides
(approximately 3 to 4 minutes per side). If necessary, cook chicken in two batches so as not
to crowd the pan.
6.	Once browned, place chicken in large slow cooker and add all remaining ingredients, except
fresh thyme.
7.	Cover slow cooker and cook on high for 4 hours or on low for 8 hours.
8.	Sprinkle with fresh thyme before serving, if desired.
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An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Each year, the
wine world eagerly
awaits Wine
Spectator’s “Top
100” list.
Since 1988, the
magazine’s editors
have looked back
over the wines
they’ve reviewed
over the previous
12 months to
rank the 100
wines that most
impress them “based on quality, value,
availability and excitement.”
This year, the competition was stiffer
than ever; more than 20,000 wines vied for
a spot on the coveted list. It’s no wonder
why retailers and consumers alike have
made a parlor game out of speculating
which wine will land at the top.
This year’s highest honor went to the
2004 Imperial Gran Reserva from Cune,
a fifth-generation, family-run winery in
Rioja, Spain. This marked the first time
that a Spanish wine came in first, so the
news was celebrated across Spain. In the
United States, the announcement helped
bring attention to a region that’s been
overlooked and undervalued for far too
long.
Cune’s 2004 Imperial Gran Reserva isn’t
cheap; it retails for around $60. But it still
represents a remarkable value and helps
demonstrate why smart wine consumers
love Rioja. Consider its age.
Few wine shops and even fewer
restaurants offer aged wine. There are
storage constraints, to be sure, but there’s
also the fact that consumers have grown
accustomed to young wines. It’s estimated
that nine in 10 bottles are consumed
within 24 hours of purchase. So vintners
craft their bottlings with this statistic in
mind, producing wines that are juicy and
approachable from the get-go.
Once upon a time, though, wine
consumers would have scoffed at such
drinking habits. High-quality wines
develop complexity in the bottle. The
tannins soften, interesting aromas emerge,
and flavors become more harmonious.
That’s why, even today, most oenophiles

Editor’s note: David White is the founder
and editor of Terroirist.com, which was
named “Best Overall Wine Blog” at the
2013 Wine Blog Awards. His columns are
housed at Palate Press: The Online Wine
Magazine.
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By David White

insist on waiting about a decade before
opening high-end wines from Bordeaux,
Barolo and other famous wine regions.
In Rioja, where reds typically consist
of Tempranillo with a healthy dose of
Grenache and a few other grapes, four
different styles of wine are produced
and each comes with specific aging
requirements.
A basic “Rioja” is typically released
one year after harvest. A “Crianza” is
aged for at least two years, with at least
one full year in oak. A “Reserva” is aged
for at least three years, with at least one
full year in oak. A “Gran Reserva”, like
Cune’s 2004 Imperial, is aged for at least
five years, with two years in oak and three
years in bottle.
Some producers go well beyond the
official aging requirements, only releasing
their wines when they’re ready. That’s why
Cune’s “current” Gran Reserva is about ten
years old. One of Rioja’s most established
producers, Lopez de Heredia, only recently
released its 1994 Gran Reserva!
Or consider the quality of Cune’s Gran
Reserva.
Cune, like most producers in Rioja,
only designates certain vintages the
Gran Reserva designation. At Muga,
another traditional producer in Rioja, the
winemaker decided that 2002, 2003, 2007
and 2008 weren’t worthy of Gran Reserva
status.
These wines are expensive, to be sure.
One of my most memorable drinking
experiences of the year was with La Rioja
Alta’s 2001 Gran Reserva “904,” which
cost about $50, a special-occasion wine,
to be sure, but an incredibly compelling
experience that could only be matched in
Bordeaux or Napa by spending about three
times as much and waiting ten or more
years.
It’s no wonder why Cune’s 2004
Imperial Gran Reserva took home Wine
Spectator’s top prize this year. When it
comes to “quality, value, availability and
excitement,” Rioja leaves most regions in
the dust.
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IRA TOWNSHIP
Continued from Page 1

the Illinois River to its junction with the
Mississippi River. He also discovered and
named a few waterfalls along the way,
including Niagara Falls.
Besides seeing a strangely dressed
white person try to plant a cross in wet
waterfront land, the Native Americans
watching this spectacle would have
probably been equally amazed at the mast
laden ship, with decks and other amenities.
When you have only seen canoes, a ship
the size of the Griffin would give them
something to discuss over the evening
campfire. Ships this size had not been seen
before in the Anchor Bay area, an area
inhabited by Woodland Indians known
as the Algonquin, and more specifically
as the Ojibwas. The English, who came
to the area after winning the French and
Indian War in 1763, would call them the
Chippewa. One advantage the Chippewa
had with their canoes is that they could
easily transport them over dry land if
needed to go to another body of water.
Later explorers would use this type of
transport. Father Hennepin going to shore
from the Griffin to plant a cross on the
shore in order to claim the area was a sign
of things to come in this corner of the New
World.
After the land had been “discovered,”
French explorers began to come to the
Ira Township area to trade for furs and
other items. As they moved into and
settled the area, they learned from the
Native Americans how to best flourish in
the land. This included local lore such as
trapping and fishing and the best times of
the year to plant crops and build shelters.
This was in contrast to the ways of the
Spanish explorers, who tried to conquer
and subjugate the Native Americans of
the Southwest area. While the French
would inter-marry with and respect the
knowledge of the local Native American
tribes, the Spanish would try to force the
tribes in their areas to accept their rule and
their religion.
After the glaciers began to recede
from Michigan’s most recent Ice Age,
about 14,000 years ago, was when Native
Americans first settled Ira Township.
With the area’s many amenities, including
bordering a lake with rivers and creeks
meandering through it, and rich forest
lands with a variety of animals, members
of the Ojibwa tribe dwelled thousands of
years in the area. Their tribe was referred
to as the Swan Creek Ojibwas, for Ira
Township’s Swan Creek, and their chief
was Francois Maconce. Another tribal
branch lived nearer to Fair Haven and had
Noseka as their chief.
In the 1700s, French explorers began to
settle in the area. They intermingled and
learned from the Native Americans as they

From left to right, The Griffin, Robert de La Salle, Father Louis Hennepin

trapped and planted and hunted furs and
harvested salt from the Salt River. After
the French and Indian War of the 1750s, a
conflict that was an extension of the Seven
Years War between France and England
in Europe, the English began to gradually
take control of the area, until the time of
the American Revolution. At that point
the area became part of the United States
and began to be governed as part of the
Northwest Territory.
In 1807 the questionable Treaty of
Detroit was signed between the Native
American tribes and the United States
government. In the treaty, the chiefs
ostensibly signed away their rights to
the land for about $10,000 and agreed
to confine themselves to designated
reservations in the area. This was in spite
of the fact that the people there did not
necessarily represent the rest of their
tribe, did not understand the terms of the
agreement, and had been given strong
alcoholic beverages during the treaty
signing.
Much of Ira Township hosted one of
three reservations in the area.The other
two were in Chesterfield Township, one
by the Aux Vasse River and the other one
by present-day Brandenburg Park. The
reservation of Ira Township went from
present-day Bethuy Road to Palms Road
and from Marine City Highway to the

waters of Anchor Bay.
Unfortunately, even the reservation
arrangement was short-lived as Ira resident
Stephen Rose tells in his eyewitness
account. He was paid by the government
to transport the Native Americans to Port
Huron from where they were further
moved to the Omaha Territory, now the
state of Kansas. Some of the members
of the Ottawa tribe lived in the area
and many of these Native Americans
escaped to nearby Walpole Island, where
their ancestors live today. Today there
is an elementary school in Ira Township
named for Chief Francois Maconce, who
befriended the early settlers and taught
them Native American lore such as herbal
and holistic medical practices. He followed
the bulk of his tribe to the Omaha Territory.
In its infancy, Ira Township was a lot

larger, including parts of neighbors Clay
and Cottrellville Townships, and the City
of New Baltimore. First established as part
of St. Clair County by Territorial Governor
Lewis Cass in 1821, early settler Ira Marks
was appointed constable of the area and
was present at the meetings establishing
boundaries so Ira Township was given his
first name. Ira Marks was Ira Township’s
first postmaster in 1851 and was a
township supervisor in 1855.
When French Catholics from
Quebec, Canada settled in the area, they
began calling the place now known as
Anchorville “AuLac.”
A great deal of Ira Township’s early
growth as a community was centered on
the dominant Catholic Church of the area,
Immaculate Conception.
In 1885
Anchorville was
issued a post
office, in the
general store that
Crockett McElroy
had an interest
in. As one of the
major ports of the
day, Anchorville
had, besides the
general store and Crockett McElroy
church, three or
four saloons, a couple more general stores,
and a blacksmith.
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Distinctive tombstone of Ira Marks in Starville’s
Maple Grove Cemetery
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Older version of Anchorville general store across the street from the church, courtesy of Bonnie Kandler

Fair Haven stop on the interurban, on its way to Port Huron

In the early twentieth century, an
interurban railroad ran along the watery
border of Ira Township. In Anchorville, the
train broke off in an express route, with
one set of tracks continuing along the lake,
and the other point going along what had
been a Native American route and is now
a road called Shortcut, commemorating its
years as a shortcut route to Port Huron.
The road that meanders along the
lakeside is officially M-19, and was once
called Lakeshore Road and is now known
as Dixie Highway. Up the road from
Anchorville is a settlement originally
called Swan Creek, and when later called
Fair Haven Landing, was centered at Dixie
Highway and Palms Road. This was the
location of Henry Schnoor’s stave mill.
The Fair Haven Wooden Railroad ran
along Palms Road bringing lumber to be
used in the mill.
In 1857 the settlement of Swan Creek
was given a post office in Thomas Delano’s
general store, who became the area’s first
postmaster. In 1861 the postmaster became
Crockett McElroy and in 1862 he and
major land owner Gilbert Hathaway played
a large role in getting the name changed

from Swan Creek to Fair Haven. McElroy
later became a state senator and was a
strong backer of railroads and education
for Michigan. He was part owner of a
general store in Anchorville at the junction
of M-29 and Church Road, across from the
church.
In 1865, the Fair
Haven postmaster
became Henry
Schnoor, who served
for 37 years. Besides
the aforementioned
stave mill, he also
had successful barrel
making, lumber, and
real estate businesses. Henry Schnoor
The building housing the Ira Township
library was once the grange hall where the
farmers in the area would meet to discuss
agricultural business. It later became the
Ira Township municipal office, and finally
the township library.
Over the years, Ira Township has seen
many changes but continues to be a
desirable lakeside community known for
boating in the summer and ice fishing in
the winter.

Christie’s in Anchorville, Immaculate Conception in background, courtesy of Gail Zabowski

Church Road in Anchorville

Older version of Anchorville general store across the street from the church, courtesy of Bonnie Kandler

Vernier’s Villa

Page 14		

January 2014

ThumbPrint News on the 107-year old Great Lakes Steamer, St. Mary’s Challenger!
Where Has Your
Now called St. Mary’s Challenger,
she is the oldest ship still in service
on
the Great Lakes. The Challenger
carries
cement from St. Marys’ manufac
turing
plant, in Charlevoix, Michigan, to
Chicago, Manitowoc, Ferrysburg,
Michigan and Milwaukee. Ron and
Jean Raymo were on-board for a
Charlevoix, Milwaukee, Chicago
and
back to Charlevoix trip, unloading
990
thousand tons of cement into the
St.
Mary’s Cement Company silos.
Ron and Jean say it was amazing
being on-board St. Mary’s Challeng
er. “It is
a mechanical marvel, and the
Lake Michigan sunset was
breathtaking!”

FOR

Ron and Jean Raymo from Lexington were privileged
to take a trip on the 107-year-old steam ship St. Mary’s
Challenger and ThumbPrint News went with them. Six
years before the RMS Titanic set sail on its doomed maiden
voyage, this Great Lakes steamship was launched, and it’s
still in operation!
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only
has it been seen in many areas of the Thumb of Michigan
(over 1000 businesses in eight Thumb counties are now
drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also
taken ThumbPrint News with them to many different states
and countries (listed on the right on the bulletin board).
ThumbPrint News was even seen on television on the
Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney World in
Florida with several of the Disney characters! President
Lincoln even enjoyed reading it! The newspaper has
traveled to all of the seven continents.
If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken
our newspaper with you on a vacation or to an unusual
place – or if you have been able to get a famous person
or character to be photographed with our paper, you may
submit an email and photo to us at thumbprintnews@
comcast.net (jpeg format preferred). Please tell us a little
about the photo and include your name, address and phone
number. Please be patient as you wait for your photo to
appear in ThumbPrint News. When it does appear, we will
send you a complimentary edition. There are many places
where ThumbPrint News has not yet been – and lots of
famous people to track down. Who will be the next person
to help us in our quest?

By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

A new year is here and winter comes
with it. There is something magical about
watching snow come down while sitting at
home in front of a warm fire and sipping
hot chocolate. Then reality sets in and
you realize that you have to put down
ice melt, shovel the snow and drive in it.
While snow is beautiful and can be fun, it
also creates a lot of work and problems.
Taking care of it properly will help prevent
expensive problems in the future.
Call 1-800-(Insert Lawyer Name
Here) – A common problem during
the winter is damage to concrete. This
includes porches, driveways, patios and
sidewalks. The cause is melting the ice
with rock salt to prevent a slip and fall.
Using ice melting products in these areas
is important because it prevents you from
being injured. It also keeps others from
injuring themselves and calling a lawyer
who advertises on TV that handles slip and
fall cases. The problem is using a cheap
ice melt like rock salt and using too much.
This will melt the ice, but it will refreeze

and expand, causing damage. The best ice
melt to use is calcium chloride. It looks
like little round white pellets and will keep
the ice melted at the coldest temperatures,
preventing the water from refreezing and
causing damage.
The amount of ice melt you use is
important as well; using too much can
lead to damaged cement. Ice melt is
not supposed to melt all of the ice. It is
supposed to enable you to shovel the ice
off. I know this is more work than you
want to do. Truthfully it is more work than
I want to do. Just make sure you don’t go
overboard. Put down just enough to melt
the ice. This way you save money by not
having to repair the cement and buying less
ice melt.
Pretty and Pretty Heavy – Snow
removal from walkways and driveways is
important but even more so is removing it
from the roofs. As many of you know from
shoveling it, snow is heavy, especially
when it slowly melts and refreezes creating
icicles. They are pretty to look at but not
good for your home. The icicles put weight
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and strain on your gutters that can lead to
damage. This melting and freezing also
creates an ice dam. This is a build-up of
ice on the roof that increases with each
freeze and thaw cycle. This leads to roof
damage, leaks and costly repairs. There are
some things you can do to help prevent this
winter damage.
Along with shoveling the snow on the
ground, clean the snow off your roof. This
can be done from the ground using a roof
rake. It looks like a snow shovel attached
to a long pole at a 90-degree angle. It
is used to pull snow off roofs. You can
buy one at your local hardware or home
improvement store. If it is too expensive
for you, you can build one with plywood, a
pipe flange, metal conduit and fittings, also
available at your local hardware store. It is
a valuable tool that will save you money.
Ice melts can also be used to protect
your roof. Sprinkling them on your roof
and in your gutters can help keep snow and
ice off your roof and prevent refreezing.
Make sure you use one that contains either
calcium chloride or magnesium chloride as
the only ingredient. These are safe for your
roof and gutters. This must be done every
time it snows just like using the roof rake.
A more permanent solution for the
roof is to install roof deicing cable. Once
installed and plugged in, it will prevent
melted snow from refreezing and creating
an ice dam and icicles. It is safe to use and
is a good way to prevent damage to the
roof and gutters. There is a step you can do
inside that will help in your efforts.

The biggest cause of snow melting and
refreezing is heat escaping your house
through your roof. There is no way to
prevent heat loss completely, but proper
insulation in the attic will help keep the
vast majority of the heat from escaping
and melting the snow. Check the insulation
behind the ceiling by looking in your
attic. There should be a nice thick layer of
insulation with no gaps. If the insulation
is old, flattened and missing in some areas
it should be replaced. Choose a nice thick
insulation with a high R value. R value
determines how effective the insulation is.
For example R-40 is more effective than
R-19. This will not only help prevent roof
damage, it will also keep you warmer and
the heating bills down.
These steps can be a lot of work during
the cold winter but will save you money
in the long run. Stay warm and safe
this winter. If you are unable to do the
maintenance yourself look into hiring
someone to do it for you. If you have any
questions, email me at thumbprintnews@
comcast.net. I will answer all questions
and will pick some to feature in a future
article.
Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 15 years of
experience working in retail hardware and
has been trained and has learned much
about home improvement, maintenance
and repair. He currently is employed
by LumberJack and runs their paint
department.
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St. Clair
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New Baltimore
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Let’s Build Together! ™

Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices
are not valid in conjunction with any other oﬀer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market ﬂuctuation.
LumberJack is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
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ICE FISHING SUPPLIES:

(you save $3 sku GGHMSCB)

(you save $10,
sku HEF2)

(stocked only at the Algonac location)
Must present coupon to receive
oﬀer. $5.00 oﬀ your purchase of
in-stock Carhartt clothing. Not valid
with any other oﬀer. Oﬀer valid on
in-stock items thru 1/31/14.

COUPON

You can find all your ice fishing needs at Algonac
®

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I’m writing to thank residents of
the Thumb for their generosity in
helping thousands of suffering children
worldwide this Christmas. Through
their efforts, we were able to collect
8,882 shoeboxes filled with toys,
school supplies and hygiene items for
Operation Christmas Child, the world’s
largest Christmas project of its kind.
These simple gift-filled shoeboxes
communicate to needy children that they
are loved and not forgotten.
Although drop-off locations in the
Thumb are closed until November
2014, shoebox gifts can be packed any
time. Gifts are received year-round at
Samaritan’s Purse (801 Bamboo Road,
Boone, N.C., 28607) or use the project’s
online tool, where donors can virtually
build a box. To get involved, visit
samaritanspurse.org.
Thanks again to everyone who
participated in this project. A simple
gift, packed with love, can communicate
hope and transform the lives of children
worldwide.

The
Cottrellville
Historical
Society is
looking for
information on
Potts Roberts.
Could you put
the question out
there? All we
have is a picture
and his name.
We have
no information on him (not even from
obvious sources). Here is the picture:

Sincerely,
Rev. Cindy Parsons
Media Relations Coordinator
Sebewaing, Michigan
Operation Christmas Child

Thanks,
Pat Runyon
Secretary
Editor’s note: If you have any information
on Potts Roberts, please email
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and we will
make sure that your message is forwarded
to Pat.
Dear Editor,
I just read the article written about
our Bill of Rights by David Gillis. This
article is very well written and certainly

A Healthier 2014 Starts with

Melanie Duquesnel

Looking for a Fitness Club that Fits Your Needs Now
It’s likely to be a happy New Year for
gyms and fitness centers all over because
right after the ball drops, people start
making their resolutions. That’s when
you see all of the treadmills occupied and
classes at your local gym full of people
looking for a healthy start to the year.
According to USA.gov, two of the top
six New Year’s resolutions every year are
“Get Fit” and “Lose Weight.” After the
indulgences of the holidays are behind
us, and we notice our clothes aren’t fitting
us quite as well, it’s easy to see why
improving one’s health through exercise is
always a top resolution.
In order to be motivated and ready to
prove to yourself you can be a healthier

version of you in 2014, your gym search
needs to start now. We recommend taking
a look at BBB Business Reviews of fitness
centers in your area. In 2012, more than
435,000 consumers in the United States
turned to BBB Business Reviews to look
into health and fitness clubs in their area.
You should not feel pressured to make a
commitment to a gym membership during
an initial visit. Many gyms will offer a
free tour and trial passes to use the facility,
so be sure to ask about these or similar
opportunities. Take time to weigh your
options and ask questions about specific
programs and equipment. For example, do
you want access to personal training, group
classes, resistance training, athletic games

January 2014
expressed so many issues we need to
stay on top of. We need to never forget
the lives that were lost and the daring
chances taken by our forefathers so that
we may enjoy these freedoms. Thank
you.
Brenda Dollinger
Dear Editor,
It is with interest that I read Gerald
Nyquist’s recent article about connections
to Sanilac County and the 1837 Upper
Canadian Rebellion. It is always nice to
find out about ties to Michigan and Ontario
history. I’d like to clarify a couple of points
made in the piece.
The leader of the December 1837 battle
in Toronto was William Lyon Mackenzie.
Mackenzie would flee to New York State,
where he was eventually arrested and
charged with breaking the U.S. Neutrality
Act. He was convicted and spent 11
months in jail in Rochester before being
pardoned by President Martin Van Buren.
The Canadian government pardoned
Mackenzie
in February
of 1849. He
returned to
Toronto, and
from 185158 sat as a
member of
the Provincial
Legislature.
Mackenzie
and/or a swimming pool and does this gym
provide these options? Also ask about child
care options if you have kids; this could
make a slightly higher cost of one gym
over another worthwhile.
If you decide to pursue membership after
weighing your options, BBB recommends
that you ask specific questions about the
contract and billing:
• Cost: What’s the total cost and
payment schedule each month? Take
time to read the contract and understand
what services are included in the monthly
fee and what will cost extra. Ask if there
is an enrollment fee or finance charge and
find out when money will be taken out of
your account each month, or if you can pay
on a month-to-month basis.
• Terms: What are the terms of the
initial offer? Some fitness centers will
give you a special rate during your first
months. Make sure you understand when
and how much rates will rise after the
initial joining period is over and if you
have to sign up for a long-term contract to
receive the special offer. Know how much
the membership will cost you each month
for the length of the contract so you select
a plan you can afford.
• Contract Length: How long is your
membership contract? You may consider

died in Toronto on August 28, 1861.
Randal Wixon was captured, imprisoned
and sentenced to transportation for life to
Van Diemen’s Land (now the Australian
state of Tasmania). He along with several
comrades from the 1837 troubles and
members of the Patriot Army captured
at the Short Hills Raid in June of 1838,
were sent to England for trial. There on
May 6, 1839, Judge Abinger delivered the
court’s decision. Wixon and eight other
Canadians were released with patents of
pardon. Wixon, unlike 92 other English
speaking prisoners who were involved
in the subsequent 1838 Upper Canadian
Rebellion, was not transported. He, like
Thomas Matthews, eventually settled in
Sanilac County.
I trust that this clarification adds to Dr.
Nyquist’s otherwise informative article.
Yours truly,
Dr. John C. Carter
Research Associate
History & Classics Programmer
University of Tasmania

signing up for a short-term contract in case
you’re not happy with the services offered
or you get injured. Find out if the contract
automatically renews after the membership
period has ended in order for you to plan
ahead in understanding and executing the
sometimes confusing cancellation policy.
• Cancellation Policy: What is the
cancellation policy? Discover your
cancellation rights in case you move away,
the club closes, or something unexpected
happens. Will you be able to receive a
refund for a portion of your membership
cost? Make sure these details are written
out. How do you go about canceling a
membership? Each business has a different
cancellation policy. Some companies need
a cancellation letter in writing, others you
must cancel in person and sometimes there
is a fee. The details of the policy should be
in the contract.
• Take your Time: Consumers shouldn’t
be rushed or pressured to sign a contract
and get moving at just any gym. Take the
time now to explore your options, find a
place you feel comfortable and understand
what you’re signing up for in order to start
the New Year off right.
For more information on making smart
buying decisions, visit our website www.
easternmichiganbbb.org.
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The Flag
By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

For those who read this column each
month or even occasionally and believe
I sometimes become too patriotic in my
essays, I offer no apology. I ask only
that you oblige an aging citizen who
can’t let go of some personally adopted
traditional values.
As we enter the month of January,
I, like others, set aside the month to
recognize “new beginnings.” At least,
that is the attempt. Certainly, it is a
time of year when many of us examine
our lives in an effort to suppress those
elements we feel are negative and
resolve to replace them with those that
are more positive.
I recently discovered a “new
beginning” that came about just four
short months ago. I believe it is truly a
positive re-established beginning that
received far too little of the fanfare it
deserved. In September 2013 a new
Michigan law took effect requiring
public schools to provide students
an opportunity to recite the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag each day,
although they aren’t compelled to say it.
Personally, I believe it is a privilege. A
corresponding new law requires public
schools to display a United States flag
in each classroom or at a site where
attending students may say the Pledge.
There are those, unfortunately, who
will say, “So, what’s the big deal?” Well,
maybe in this month of new beginnings
we need to examine the “big deal.”
It was on the first day of January
during the American Revolution 238
years ago that George Washington
introduced a new beginning by
unveiling the Grand Union Flag, the
very first national flag of America. That
was the same day that the Continental
Army, under a Congressional resolution,
was placed under General Washington’s
control. Coincidently, January 1 was the
birthday of Betsy Ross, a seamstress
credited with being one of the
originators of the first Stars and Stripes.
I believe that’s a pretty big deal.
For more than 200 years, the
American Flag was the symbol of our
nation’s strength and unity. It was a
solid source of pride and inspiration for
millions of Americans. They learned
about this prominent icon in our
nation’s history as students in our public
schools. Then, this unique symbol of
Americanism seemed to just disappear

from the walls of our educational
institutions. Sadly, that too is really a big
deal.
For so long the American Flag was
the most respected and recognized
iconic representation of our nation. It
stood for everything important like the
U.S. Constitution and our individual
liberties introduced in our Declaration
of Independence. Even its stars, stripes
and colors stood for the heavens, rays of
light, robustness, purity, innocence, valor,
vigilance, perseverance and justice.
The value of the American Flag is
substantially more than just a flag. For
so many years it was associated with
our culture and stimulated a passionate
emotion in the minds of many people
whenever they were in its presence. It
was one of the most powerful symbols of
liberty and freedom in the entire world.
But, somehow we saw the need to remove
it from the sight of our children. Yes, that
was a big deal.
Over the past few decades we have
watched as the Flag of the United States
was burned and trampled both at home
and abroad, both by citizens and others
who did not support our country and
wanted to make a point. It has always
been difficult for me to make any sense
of the disrespectful actions of our own
citizens who decided to make this choice.
Did they not consider how many of our
brothers and sisters sacrificed their lives
defending the right to the free speech they
used in making that decision?
Now, in public schools throughout
the State of Michigan our children have
an opportunity for a new beginning and
a new understanding each day. In our
classrooms, kids stand for a time when
they may recite the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag. For most if not all, these are
first-time experiences.
A middle school teacher recently
commenting on the change said he
thought it was good for his students
because it gave them pride in their
country. I am so encouraged by that
remark from an educator. He went
on to say it allowed them to make a
commitment to at least one thing bigger
than themselves and reminded them of
their freedoms. It permits our children
and those who staff our schools to
demonstrate their patriotism without
concern about reprisal. It provides a daily
reminder that the American spirit is alive
and well. And, yes, that really is a very
big deal with a new beginning.

Home & Commercial Services

Page 17

A multiservice company that you can trust!

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426
610 Minnie St.
Port Huron, MI 48060

(810) 987-7500

Reserve Your
In Office Seminar Jan. 14, 2014 Spot Today!

NLAZER ASSISTED LIPOLYSIS LOSE MORE BODY FAT AND SCULPT YOUR BODY
™

EAT COOKIES & LOSE WEIGHT

 No down time, no side effects
 Unique near laser system
 Affordable, non-invasive

body sculpting
Healthy, natural, mostly organic ingredients.  Target problem areas to lose
Natural appetite suppressants.
last few unwanted inches
On the go meals!

$

25

00

$

299

$

ONE
699 MONTH

INCLUDES
INCLUDES
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • 2 N Lazer Treatments
• 8 N Lazer Treatments
CONSULTATION
• 1 Week of Smart for Life • 4 Weeks of Smart for Life
Full consultation fee will be applied to the
purchase of any qualifying diet plan.
Not valid with any other offers
or coupons. Exp. 1/31/14

Diet Plan

Not valid with any other offers
or coupons. Exp. 1/31/14

Diet Plan + Supplements
Not valid with any other offers
or coupons. Exp. 1/31/14
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 Wax in a matter of minutes
 High gloss streak free shine
 No chalky residue
 Future cleanings require
no soap

Weekends Everyday
406 Water Street
Port Huron, MI
(810) 987-8833
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25%

OFF Your O
rde
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TN25

Weekends Everyday
7266 Huron Avenue
Lexington, MI
(810) 359-3388

TCC

TIRE CASING CARE
• Maintains Tire & Air Pressure
• Tires run cooler (by up to 18%)
• Reduced Tire/Tread Wear

Take your bike as far back into wooded trails as you like
with the assurance of having your tires properly cared
for by Tire Lyna. No ﬂats, No worries.
TIRE LYNA OF AMERICA (586) 803-1543

Happy New Year
To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

PARTNERS AT HEART HOSTS
“FREE SCREENINGS TO THE PUBLIC"
Submitted By Gigi Mericka

Partners at Heart and
the St. Clair County
Health Department will
be offering Free Blood
Pressure and Body
Mass Index (BMI)
screenings. Screenings will be provided on Monday,
January 13, from 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. at the Birchwood Mall
Food Court, Fort Gratiot, Michigan. Heart Healthy educational
materials will be freely available
as well. There is no registration
required.
Partners at Heart is a partnership between Port Huron Hospital
and St. Joseph Mercy Hospital,
providing comprehensive, high
quality heart care close to home.
Open Heart procedures are
performed by independent
cardiovascular surgeons. When

you compare mortality
data for heart surgery,
you’ll find our program
ranks among the best.
The goal of the
Partners at Heart
physicians and staff
is to make our extended community one of the “heart healthiest”
in the country, one patient at a
time.
For more information, please
call toll free (800) 326-1811.
For a list of future 2014 events
and other Heart Healthy information, go to: www.partnersatheart.
info
Partners at Heart is a partnership between Port Huron Hospital
and St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
providing comprehensive, highquality cardiac care to Michigan's
Blue Water communities.
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Stomatitis
hypersensitivity to the plaque that builds
up on their teeth. Studies have shown
that many cats with stomatitis do have
concurrent diseases like feline leukemia
or calicivirus, but they do not appear to be
the primary cause of the stomatitis. The
Stomatitis is a disease process that is
disease tends to affect middle-aged cats,
unique to cats and reptiles. Stomatitis
but there is a juvenile form that can be seen
means inflammation of the mouth and
in kittens three to five months of age.
gums. In reptiles it is usually a bacterial
Stomatitis is very painful. Many cats
infection brought on by stress or trauma
will
be irritable, less active and have an
and is treated with antibiotics. The
aversion
to having their mouths touched.
primary cause in cats is not known, but
They
may
even paw at their mouths or
what we do know is that cats seem to
grind their teeth due to the pain. They will
have an abnormal immune response or
have very bad breath
and drool excessively
(sometimes even have
bloody drool). Their
gums become red and
swollen and bleed
very easily, especially
around their preBOARDING AND GROOMING
molar and molar teeth
ANIMAL REIKI HEALING
and the back part of
the mouth. These cats
2394 Palms Rd - Columbus, MI 48063
may be losing weight
Website: PugsleysPlace.net
because they are not
5% Military Veteran Discount
eating well. They

586 727-3837

Foster Home for The Detroit Bulldog Rescue

“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”

NEW LOCATION

New Haven 586.749.9585
Kenneth L. White Manager

often stop grooming themselves due to the
Ins
ed
ure
ns you can trust!
ethat
discomfort of even opening the mouth.A multiservice company
d
Lic
Treatment of this condition can be
Home & Commercial Services
very frustrating. In many cases our only
realistic goal is successful management;
A multiservice company that you can trust!
complete resolution of the symptoms may
not be possible. Treatment can start out
We Can Rid Your Home
as simple as using antibiotics to control
of Fleas & Ticks
the bacteria in the mouth. Many times,
Call our Pest Control Division
this will only temporarily alleviate the
Toll Free: 877-794-5678
inflammation. The next step is doing a
thorough dental cleaning to remove all
within six months after the teeth are
plaque and tartar and remove any teeth
removed. That still leaves about 20%
that may have even early signs of disease.
of cats that will require lifelong medical
After the dental cleaning home care that
management even after the teeth are
consists of brushing teeth, using oral rinses
gone. The biggest concern with these
and special dental diets is very important.
cats is that long term steroid treatment
However, if your cat’s mouth is still painful can make them prone to developing
these may not be very viable options. In
diabetes, which in turn requires insulin
order to control the pain and inflammation
therapy. However, steroid treatment
many cats are put on pain medications
makes them more resistant to the insulin
and steroids. These medications come as
therapy, thus requiring much higher doses
injections, liquids or even gels that can
of insulin to control the diabetes. This is
be applied topically to their ear pinnas
why even successful management of this
because we are unable to get pills in
disease can be very non-rewarding.
their mouths. Despite doing all of these
treatments some cats are still not controlled Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a
enough or pain free. At this point the
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary
only alternative is aggressive treatment
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy,
consisting of removing all of the teeth
Michigan. The hospital website is: www.
behind the canine teeth. This removes the
MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.
source of plaque accumulation. Studies
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248)
show about 80% of cats will fully recover
585-2622 for other pet related questions.
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ThumbPrint News Sudoku
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Port Huron 810.985.5123
Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager
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of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink
valued at $20 or more.
One coupon per purchase.
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Several Delivery Options Available
Fax your order to: 810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com
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Sudoku is easy to play and the rules are simple. Fill in the blanks so that
each row, each column, and each of the nine 3x3 grids contain one instance
of each of the numbers 1 through 9. Good luck! Solution on page 27.

CREMATION
$995

57737 Gratiot Ave. at 261/2 Mile
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IS NOT GOING AWAY!
OUR COMPANY
HAS 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE IN
THE INSULATION
BUSINESS.
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Senator Pavlov Honors
2013 State Champion St. Clair High School
Boys Cross Country Team

Submitted By Kevin Gardner
On December 3, 2013, state Senator Phil
Pavlov, R-St. Clair Township, joined state
Representative Dan Lauwers, R-Brockway
Twp., in honoring Coach Jon Davidson and
the 2013 St. Clair High School boys cross
country team. The team was recognized
by the Michigan Senate for winning the
MHSAA Division II State Championship

Tournament for the second year in a row.
The team finished 207-0 overall, extending
their undefeated streak to 398 victories
and not a single loss. The St. Clair cross
country team has qualified for the state
championship every season for the past 14
years, currently the longest active streak in
Division II.

LET US QUOTE YOUR
INSULATION SERVICE.

ABC
Your Cold Air Specialists!
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Each month, ThumbPrint News
prints a photo of an object or a place
for our readers to identify. If you think
you know the answer, email us at
thumbprintnews@comcast.net and put
“Contest” in the subject line. Be sure to
include your name, phone number and
full address. Of all persons submitting
correct answers by the 15th of the
month, one person will be randomly

selected to be entered into a drawing
for a wonderful surprise gift at the end
of this year! On December 31, 2014,
one winner will be drawn and the
lucky person will be notified. Our 2013
winner was Lizanne Skorupski of St.
Clair.
In the December 2013 edition, we
asked our readers to identify what the
object on the left was.
No one correctly identified that the
object was an antique needle case.
Needles, once quite labor-intensive
to make, have long been valued as an
important domestic tool. As far back as
the Vikings, people kept their needles
in ornamental boxes and cases. In
the Victorian era, needle cases were
made of wood, bone, sterling silver,
pewter or other materials, and often
shaped like figural or decorative items.
“Needle books” were also common,
generally handmade, and often
embroidered.
For our January contest we are
asking the question, “What is it?”
Identify what the object is that is

The members of the team are: Macon Boes, Collin Higgins, Matt (Buddy) Brosky, Trevor
Holowaty, Walker Child, Kevin Huffman, Adam Gizowski, Jack Keais, Austin Kromroy,
Matt LaMontagne, Ryan Parslow, Paul Schneider, Andrew Schneider, Cody Smith, Jared
Unger and Dan Williamson

pictured on the right and for
what it is used. Email your
answer to thumbprintnews@
comcast.net. Again, be sure
to include your name, address
and phone number in case you
are correct and are entered in
the random drawing at the end
of the year for a wonderful
surprise gift. Good luck!

Winter Tanning
Special
Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

Fi

nancing
UltraPure &
Available!
UltraPure Plus
Management System

84% of the power UltraPure
uses is returned to the water,
heating your hot tub for FREE!
DIMENSION ONE SPAS

®

BioGuard

5

$ OFF

Any Package

(810) 385-6063
Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059
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WINTER FRUIT

Continued from Page 1

needed for foods like sugar and flour, and
needs such as clothing, farm supplies, and
bills for telephone and electricity. We were
not quite “subsistence” farmers.
I was probably
seven or eight when
we got our first
refrigerator. Until we
got the freezer, out
of season fruits and
vegetables primarily
came from tin cans.
The alternative was
home canning of foods
in glass jars as a means
of preservation for later consumption.
My mother learned these skills when she,
a city-bred girl, became a farmer’s wife.
This required emphasis on sterilization of
equipment and the glass jars used, and the
proper processing procedure for ensuring
the safety of the preserved food. Failure
to follow this procedure could result in
food poisoning, which could be fatal.
(My mother also canned beef and pork
for summer use.) We did not have a deep
freezer on our farm until about 1950, but
my mother still canned most of our fruits.
We preferred fruits canned to those frozen
anyway.
Obviously, we needed quantities of fresh
fruits for canning. Since we did not raise
these crops on our farm we needed to buy
them. Most of our cash earnings from crop
sales came in the fall and early winter
while most fruit ripened in late summer
when the savings were at a low ebb. We
could purchase them from local orchards
(and did) but we needed to carefully
husband the cash on hand. We reduced
the cash cost of the fruit by providing
the picking labor ourselves. This meant
our cash cost was about half of the cost
of already picked fruit. Best of all for the
budget was fruit that was free. For us this
fruit was wild blackberries.
Usually once
(sometimes
twice) a summer
we would
pile into the
car when the
blackberries
were ripe. We’d go some 50 miles north
into a cut-over area where blackberry
thickets covered large areas. Somehow
Dad seemed to know just where these
thickets were. We would each take a
picking pail and pick until we filled the
washtub, probably 40 to 50 pounds (yes,
the same tub we took our baths in). Once
back home Mom would begin the canning
process. The result would be perhaps two
dozen quart jars of berries to be consumed
as special treats the next winter. Delicious!
A similar effort was undertaken with

cherries and peaches. Here we went to
the orchards within an hour’s drive which
offered “pick your own” sour cherries.
We would each have a picking container
which we emptied into the wash tub. When
we got back home Mom would set up a
sort of assembly line where the first chore
was to “pit” the cherries. A home-made
tool, hard to describe made from a part of
a coat hanger, would push the pit out of
the cherry leaving the fruit almost whole.
(A pit left in a cherry could have a sad
outcome if one bit down hard and cracked
a tooth!) When canning was finished we
would have another two or more dozen
quarts of fruit for winter treats.
With peaches, we might make two
trips to the orchard during the season.
The bushel baskets of fruit took up a lot
of the space in the car. I’m not sure quite
why, but the peaches were usually bought
already picked in baskets, perhaps because
Dad did not like climbing on ladders.
When we got home, we would engage in
our own version of a canning factory. The
peaches would first be dunked in hot water
which made it possible to easily peel the
skins off. The then naked peach would
be split and the pit removed. Some of the
peaches would be canned as halves and
others would be sliced to fit in the jars.
The canning process for the fruits
required cooking at a high temperature
for a set number of minutes, either in
a large pot or a pressure cooker to kill
all microorganisms. Then screw caps
with rubber gaskets were tightened on.
As the jars cooled a vacuum seal would
result. The tops were carefully checked
and tightened to make sure that they had
sealed. Any that did not were consigned
to be consumed within the next couple of
days. We kids did not complain! No one
ever got sick from the home canned food
in our family, so Mom must have done it
right!
The end result for the family was that
we would have some canned fruit at least
once a week throughout the winter and
possibly into the next spring. Those home
canned fruits were a delicious treat in
our winter menus. The best part was that
the fruit we canned was always ripe and
sweet. Unfortunately that cannot always be
said about the “fresh fruit” we find in our
supermarkets today!
However, for those who want to
recapture the quality of these homeprepared desserts, the technology still
exists. Glass canning jars are available
at most hardware stores and many
supermarkets, particularly in more rural
areas. The same is true for pressure
cookers and large cooking pots. County
Cooperative Extension Offices have
instruction manuals detailing canning
processes and safety precautions. Some
areas have farms that offer “pick your
own” fruits and vegetables. Farmer’s

markets may
also have
vendors who
will sell quantity
amounts for
home canning.
While a modest
investment is
required for
the canning
supplies,
and labor is
involved in the
preparation
and canning,
the resulting
products are
well worth it
in terms of
the quality
and personal
satisfaction
gained.
In my view,
the texture and
flavor of these
fresh locally
grown and home
canned products
is superior to
any one can
buy already
prepared.
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Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC

St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
All E-Classic outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems.
It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed.
See your local dealer for more information.
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THUMB AREA
Activites & Events Calendar

January 2014

If you have an event in February that you would like listed in the February issue of ThumbPrint News,
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by January 12, 2014. There is no charge for the listing.
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and
non-profit events will be given the first priority.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Genesee
Flint - January 25
Children’s Super Saturday Story
Time, Flint Public Library, 1026 E.

Kearsley, Children’s Room, 11:00 a.m.
– 12:00 p.m. For preschool, kindergarten
and elementary school aged children.
Conductor Handsome Harry shares the
famous story, The Polar Express. For more
information visit www.fpl.info/calendar/
kidsweb.shtml#/?i=1.

Huron

Bad Axe - January 5
Daughters of Isabella Euchre
Card Party, Knights of Columbus Hall,
1038 S. Van Dyke Rd., 1:00 p.m. Cost is
$5 and includes lunch and cards. 50/50
raffle with proceeds towards Our Lady of
the Lakes School OLLH. Call (810) 3470624 for more information.

Lapeer

Lapeer - January 8 and 9
Fundraising and Spring Auction
Volunteer Open House for Lapeer
County 4-H Youth Program, Almont
WSU Extension, 1800 Imlay City Rd.,
Suite 1, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on January
8 and 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on January 9.
Stop by and learn about how you can help
by becoming a volunteer. A background
check and references will be required
for anyone interested in volunteering to
visit businesses. One on one meetings for
interested persons are available as well.
Call Tiffanie at (810) 667-0343 or email

osburnti@msu.edu for more information.

Macomb

Warren - January 4
Cold Rush, City Square, 11:00 a.m. –

6:00 p.m. 5K and fun run, ice skating,
ice carving, and hot chocolate. For more
information contact Henry Bowman at
(586) 268-8400.

Oakland

Rochester Hills - January 3
Youth Cards and Games, Rochester

Hills Public Library, 500 Old Towne, 1:00
p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Kids and caregivers can
drop by to play games or card games. Play
an old favorite or learn something new.
All ages; refreshments while supplies last.
Free. Call (248) 650-7143 for more info or
visit.

St. Clair

St. Clair - January 2, 9, 16, 23
and 30
Small Wonders, St. Clair Library, 310

S. Second, 10:30 a.m. Introduce your 3 to
5 year old to the world of literature through
a rich assortment of stories, poems,
nursery rhymes and simple crafts. Develop
important skills in listening and group
behavior. Call (810) 329-3951 for more
information.

Port Huron - January 3
Frosty’s Birthday Party, Port Huron

Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 11:00
a.m. It is Frosty the Snowman’s birthday
party, but Frosty is missing! Join us for
this live production featuring Rick Morse,

January 2014
filled with magic, comedy and audience
participation. Meet Frosty and have your
picture taken with him. Ages 10 and
under. Call (810) 987-7323 ext. 132 or 130
for more information.

Kimball - January 6
Friends Meeting, Kimball Township

Library, 1955 N. Allen Rd., 4:00 p.m.
Come be a part of your community library
to create and discuss plans for the future.
Everyone is welcome. Call (810) 982-9171
for more information.

Marine City - January 6
Piano Standards and Music,

Washington Life Center, 403 N. Mary St.,
10:30 a.m. Riki and Dave will be singing
great country and easy listening hits in
the cafeteria. Come and join the fun. Call
(810) 765-3523 for more information.

Marine City - January 8
Mom’s Night Out Book Club,

Marine City Library, 300 S. Parker, 6:30
p.m. Join us as we read and discuss our
favorite books. Call (810) 765-5233 for
more information.

Capac - January 9 and 23
Kid Kreations, Capac Library, 111 N.

Main, 4:00 p.m. Bring your friends to
hear some great stories and do a fun craft.
Elementary-age children. Call (810) 3957000 for more information.

Lakeport - January 9
Pizza & Pages Teen Club,

Burtchville Twp. Library, 7097 Second
St., 4:00 p.m. Come eat pizza, discuss our
favorite books, play games! Pizza and
beverages provided. Second Thursday of
every month. Ages 13 and up. Call (810)
385-8550 for more information.

Memphis - January 11
Jigsaw Puzzle Party, Memphis

Library, 34830 Potter St., 2:00 p.m. Find a
partner and see how long it takes to finish
a 500-piece jigsaw puzzle. Refreshments
provided. Call (810) 392-2980 for more
information.

Marysville - January 13 and 29
Affordable Care Act & Medicaid

Marysville Library, 1175 Delaware, 6:30

2007
Ford Fusion
$

8,800

p.m. Join us in learning more about the
Affordable Care Act, otherwise known
as “Obamacare”, and find ways to sign
up through the Marketplace. There will
also be information included on the new
Medicaid expansion. A federal assistor will
be on hand to help answer any questions
and will also be assisting in enrollment.
Call (810) 364-9493 for more information.

Yale - January 13
Scrapping and Snacking, Yale

Library, 2 Jones St., 10:00 a.m. Come and
join us for scrapbooking fun and snacks.
Bring your photos and creativity. Call
(810) 387-2940 for more information.

Algonac - January 14
Free Speaker/Concert Series,

Algonac High School Lecture Hall, 5200
Taft Rd., 6:00 p.m. Tonight’s presentation
is “The Piquette Plant Story: First Factory
of Ford Motor Company” with historian
Richard Ruben. Piquette set the world’s
record for car production, making Ford
the world’s largest manufacturer of
automobiles in less than four years.
Sponsored by the Algonac-Clay Library.
Call (810) 794-4471 for more information.

Fair Haven - January 17
Euchre Party, St. Peter Lutheran

Church, 6745 Palms Rd., registration at
6:30 p.m., games start at 7:00 p.m. $5
donation, free goodies, coffee and tea. Hot
dogs and pop $1 donation. Cash prizes.
Call (810) 765-8161 for more information.

Port Huron - January 22
St. Clair County Family History
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115 6th

St., 7:30 p.m. Tonight we will have a round
table discussion on “What you learned
about or may have done with your family
over the holidays”. Anyone interested in
local history or researching their family
tree may visit our programs as a guest or
become a new member of the group. Go to
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfhg/ or
call (810) 989-0399 for more information

Marine City - January 23 and 24
Indoor Yard Sale and Book Sale,
Washington Life center, 403 N. Mary
St., 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. on January 23
and 9:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. on January

2000 E-250
EXTENDED
$
8,900

1998 GMC
SUBURBAN
$
3,200
2002 Ford
F-150
$

7,400

ABC

GOT BATS?
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24. All donations may be brought to the
Programmer’s Office from January 2 – 21
between 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. We do
not accept clothing, shoes, large furniture,
text books, Reader’s Digest Condensed
Books or magazines. The cost to reserve
a table is $10 a table per day or $15 for
both days. Call (810) 765-3523 for more
information.

Fair Haven - January 25
Make Your Own Super Bowl
T-Shirt, Ira Twp. Library, 7013 Meldrum
Rd., 2:00 p.m. For teens. Call (586) 7259081 for more information.

Sanilac

Marlette - January 5
Euchre, Coach House Tavern, 2701 Golf
Course Drive, tavern opens at noon and

play will start promptly at 1:30 p.m. Cost
is $7 per person; $5 goes to the prize pool,
and $2 is given back to the participant as a
drink ticket. Format is a random draw for
teams to start with 10 games being played.
Break after 5 games. Call (989) 635-3478
for more information. (Euchre will be
played at same time every Sunday.)

Lexington - January 11
Blue Water Folk Society
Traditional Open Mic
Coffeehouse, Trinity Episcopal Church,
5646 Main St., 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Sign
up begins at 6:15 p.m. Free admission,
donations appreciated. Refreshments
provided. 50/50 raffle for the benefit of
Thumbfest. Bring a non-perishable item
for Project Blessing. Contact dawnmalek@
comcast.net for more information.

ThumbPrint News
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan

January

CEDAR SWAMPS

Home & Commercial Services

family in the car for a weekend of family
fun and heart-pounding excitement.
company thatraces,
you can trust!
Snowmobile
magician, roaming
School, 138 Maple Valley St., 7:00 p.m. A multiservice
musicians,
ice
carving demonstrations,
– 11:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. Bring
horse-drawn wagon rides, and more. For
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends.
complete information and times of events
$5 for members, $6 for guests. $10
membership per year. On January 11 music visit www.carowinterfest.com
will be by Melody Magic and on January
25 by Lighthouse Three. Call Leola at
Plymouth - January 13-20
(810) 657-9349 or Dorothy at (810) 404Ice Festival, downtown area, 3:00
4250 for more information.
p.m. – 10:00 p.m. on Friday, 10:00 a.m.
– 10:00 p.m. on Saturday, and 10:00 a.m.
– 6:00 p.m. on Sunday. Admission to the
Caro - January 17-19
festival is free. Ice sculptures are available
Caro 150 Winter Fest and
for viewing 24 hours a day – weather
Snowmobile Races, Park Drive,
permitting. For more information visit
1990 E. Deckerville Rd. Grab your winter
www.plymouthmich.org/events/Plymouthcoat, mittens and hat. Put on a warm pair
Ice-Festival_ET286.html.
of socks and your winter boots. Load the

Sandusky - January 11 and 25
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley

Wayne

Tuscola

2013 Year in Review

To order back issues call the office of ThumbPrint News at (810) 794-2300.

July

GHOSTS OF THE

February

August

Spotlight on a Small
Town - Cass City

Spotlight on
New Baltimore’s History

March

September

Spotlight on a
Small Town - Cherry Beach

Spotlight on Fraser

April

October

Columbus Township Property
Becomes a Certified Wildlife Habitat

May

Spotlight on a
Small Town - Millington
June

Page 23

November
Sanilac County ties to

1837 Canadian Rebellion

December

A COPPER MINER’S LIFE
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO:

HOW IT LED TO A LABOR STRIKE AND THE ITALIAN HALL DISASTER
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Read
ThumbPrint News
Online!
OPTICAL

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
EYEGLASSES OR RX SUNGLASSES

BIRCHWOOD MALL

Port Huron
Opthalmology
Brian V. Favero, M.D.
1033 River St. • Port Huron, MI 48060
810.985.9600 • info@phoeyes.com

ThumbPrintNews.com

4460 24th Ave. • Fort Gratiot
Phone 810 385 9638. See store for details

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

Bay Nursing, Inc.

586.752.1111

255 N. Bailey, Romeo, MI • www.baynursinginc.com

• Animal Control • Computer Services • Deck Maintenance
• Driveway Sealing • Grass Cutting • Green Turf Services
• Gutter Cleaning • Insulation • Landscaping • Pest Control
• Portable Toilets • Pond Services • Power Washing
• Roof Cleaning • Septic Services
• Tree/Shrub Maintenance & Treatment • Window Washing
Toll Free: 877-794-5678
Fax: 810-794-3288

Web: www.abcbees.com
Email: abcbees@comcast.net
Licensed & Insured

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS is parting out

InSphere

EYEBROWS, EYELINER,
EYE SHADOW, BEAUTY MARKS
& AREOLA TATTOOING

Insurance Solutions

sm

Life Health Retirement Long-Term Care

Andy Kindt
Licensed Insurance Agent

586.913.5490

InsphereIS.com/akindt
akindt@insphereis.com

Fax 248.327.2124

Facial
Art
Permanent Cosmetics

(586) 596-4159
Patricia, Certified PCP • Training Available

Cancer/Alopecia/72+ Clients
Always 1/2 off

ROSEVILLE • CLINTON TOWNSHIP
Independent Distributor • SeneGence Cosmetics

Experience beauty without the bother! www.senegence.com/facialart

FEYERS
$$ WANTED $$ CONTRUCTION 586.531.9349
JUNK/UNWANTED CARS
25 years experience
call for a free estimate

l i c e n s e d

TOP PAY !!!

586-222-1268

&

i n s u r e d

additions/garages - kitchens/baths - doors/windows
finished basements - flooring - decks/pavers & more!

10%Off

orders of $500 or
more with this ad
Expires 1/31/2014

Add your business card to this page for only $95
call (810) 794-2300 today!

the following Vehicles.
• 2004 Chevy Pickup •1999 Dodge 4x4
• 2003 Taurus
• 2003 Windstar
• 2002 Sebring • 1994 Ranger Pick-Ups
Call John at (810) 329-3697
or (810) 434-1802.

For Rent

BELLE RIVER APARTMENTS IN
MARINE CITY on the Belle River, one
and two bedroom apartments. $455 to
$495. Call (810) 765-8146.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO, sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $575 weekly. Wireless internet,
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us
online at gilliganscondo.com or call (586)
648-6168.

General

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center

is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. For
questions or to book, call Sue (810) 2784395.

Wanted to Buy

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS AND
DECORATIONS, 1950s or before. Also

artificial Christmas trees - all sizes and
colors and working strings of lights. Please
call (810) 614-8034.

ABC

GOT MICE?
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MOTORCYCLES WANTED

VE!
DEAD OR ALI
CASH WAITING! CALL NOW
(586) 727-3697

Help Wanted

THUMBPRINT NEWS has grown

tremendously in the last year and we are
seeking a motivated, competitive, and
hard-working individual who is extremely
career-oriented and driven by success! We
have an open sales position to be filled
immediately in the Thumb area. Must have
experience (some training provided).

JOIN OUR TEAM!
(810) 794-2300 OR (810) 614-8034

WANT TO PLACE A FREE
CLASSIFIED LISTING?

Individuals, do you have an item
you would like to SELL?
(No businesses, please!)
Place a FREE listing for
ONE item in our Mid-January
Online Edition. By January 10,
email a short description of item
(15 words or less), price asked
and your phone number to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net.
No free ads accepted by phone.
Email must include your name
(which will not be printed in the
paper). Ads will run FREE online
only for one month.

A multiservice company that you can trust!

New Years Resolutions

MARK C. BURGER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

divorce - from $300

(810) 292-7607

will - trust - poa $500

mark-burger@live.com

Mark
Burger

support/custody
tax problems

offices in
Port Huron, Lexington,
and Sterling Heights

Attorney
at Law

criminal matters

General practice in all courts
Affordable representation since 1988

business law

Apple Blossom Consignments
New & Gently Used Furniture
and Home Decor

There is always something new to discover
Cathy Winkler, Owner
201 N. Riverside Avenue
St. Clair, MI 48079
In the Riveriew Plaza of St. Clair
810-329-7283
appleblossomconsignments@comcast.net

ANDERSON’S

PRO BAIT
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

2013-2014 Ice Fishing Products
GREAT SELECTION OF RODS,
REELS & LURES
www.andersonsprobait.com
Fishing Hotline: (810) 984-FISH (3474)

Wife shops!
What do you do while waiting in the car?
We received this letter just after
our December 2013 came out:

By Gabriel Jones

Just wanted to say “Thank you”
for publishing my mom’s Christmas
cookie recipe in the December 2013
issue (Rosemary Romeo). However,
you have my last name listed as
Nelson not Nicholson. I have friends
asking if I remarried? Thank you for a
great publication.

Men!
Waiting in the car, waiting in the
car, what do you do while waiting in
the car?
Do you whistle?
Hum?
Sing?
Read?
Listen to the radio?
Some or none of the above?
Think of it! How much time do
you spend waiting in the car while
your wife shops!!!
Oh, yes. Go with her, you say. Go
with her while she shops for clothes

Merry Christmas,
Jacqueline Nicholson
Our apologies to Jacqueline
Nicholson for the misprint and to all
of her friends, she hasn’t remarried!

ThumbPrint News Columnist

or looks at “frilly” underthings.
NO WAY!
This is what Gabriel Jones does
while he’s waiting for his wife to finish
shopping.
I, Gabriel Jones, make preparations!
Here is what I put in the car before I
take my wife shopping.
1. A small cooler with cold pop.
2. Munchies, cookies, candy and,
of course, “Slim Jims.”
3. Books, magazines and
newspapers to read.
4. Writing materials, stationary,
envelopes, stamps, return
address labels, and the check
book to balance.

2731 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 984-3232

It may be warm outside, but
I’ve got the car running with the air
conditioner on.
Time passes…
Ahhhhhhh….I’m really settling in!
It’s great here in the car.
Cool air, cold pop, goodies to eat
and newspapers to read.
Time flies, and Gabriel even has
a smile on his face as he enjoys his
situation.
“OH! OH! WHAT HAPPENED?”
“THE MOTOR OF THE CAR
SHUT OFF”.
“I’M OUT OF GAS!”
Question: What now, Gabriel? Did
you bring a gas can?
Another lesson learned by the
Restless Retiree.
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What Happened on This Day in History?
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

January 9.

1.

On this day in 1880, the
building of the Panama
Canal began.

2.

On this day in 1934, the
first state liquor stores
opened (in Pennsylvania).

3.

On this
day in
1952, Dragnet
with Jack Webb
premiered on
NBC TV.

4.

On this day in 1896,
following Mormon
abandonment of polygamy,
Utah was admitted as the 45th
state.

5.

On this day
in 1836, Davy
Crockett arrived in
Texas, just in time
for the Alamo.

On this day in 1811,
the first women’s golf
tournament was held.

10.

On this day in 1920,
silver
reached a
record $1.37
an ounce.

11.

8.

On this
day in
1889, the first
computer was
patented.

19.

On this day in 1920,
the U.S. Senate voted
against membership in the
League of Nations.

On this day in 1979, a
record blizzard struck
the Midwest killing over 100
people.

On this day in 1870,
City of Boston
vanished at sea with all 177
aboard.

On this day in 1869,
the Colored National
Labor Union, the first Black
labor convention, took place.

On this day in 1977,
President Jimmy
Carter pardoned almost all
Vietnam War draft evaders.

12.
13.
14.

On this day in 1873,
“Celluloid” was
registered as a trademark.

6.
7.

18.

On this day in 1943,
the U.S. began
rationing bread and metal.

On this day in 1949,
snowfall was first recorded in
Los Angeles.

On this day
in 1957, Elvis Presley
made his seventh and final
appearance on the Ed Sullivan
Show.
On this day in 1979,
Vietnamese forces
captured Phnom Penh from the
Khmer Rouge.

17.

On this day in
1928, the first fully
automatic photographic film
developing machine was
patented.

15.

On this day in 1934,
Babe Ruth signed a
1934 contract for $35,000 (a
$17,000 cut).

16.

On this day in 1965,
Outer Limits last
aired on ABC-TV.

20.
21.
22.

On this day in 1964,
the world’s largest
cheese (15,723 kilograms) was
manufactured in Wisconsin.

24.

On this day in 1991,
Les Miserables
opened at Theatre St. Denis in
Montreal, Canada.

25.

On this day in 1961,
Walt Disney’s 101
Dalmatians was released.

26.

On
this
day in 1837,
Michigan
was admitted
as the 26th
U.S. state.

27.

On this day in
1988, the National
Geographic Society organized
(in Washington D.C.)

28.

On this day in 1915,
the first U.S. ship to be
lost in WWI was the William P.
Frye (it was carrying wheat to
the United Kingdom).

29.

On this day in 1985,
pop stars in Los
Angeles recorded We Are The
World.

30.
23.

On
this

day in
1930, Clyde
Tombaugh
photographed
the planet
Pluto.

On this day in 1851,
the burned Library
of Congress was reestablished
with Jefferson’s 6500 volumes.

31.

On
this

day in
1975, Barry
Manilow’s
Mandy
went gold.
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ABC
It’s Not Gone!

Home & Commercial Services
A multiservice company that you can trust!

It’s Not Gone!

Proper maintenance and care to your tank and
ﬁltering systems should be done on a regular basis based
on your lifestyle, the number of people in the home, and
usage. Remember, we drink what we ﬂush. Eventually,
your ﬁeld water enters back into the ground water. You
don’t want to contaminate our drinking sources. Call
ABC Home & Commercial Services Septic Division at
(810) 794-5678 if you have any questions about your
septic system.

ABC Septic Service

(810) 794-5678
$10 off for New Customers!

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426

Present this coupon on day of payment.

Scott MacEwan
Owner/Operator

Sudoku

ThumbPrint News Sudoku

Solution from page 19.

• Tree Work & Stump Removal
• Land & Yard Clearing
• Brush Grinding & Grounds Cleanup
• Storm Work & Outdoor Services

(586) 709-3087
1stcallservices@comcast.net

Fully Licensed and Insured • Marine City, MI 48039
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America’s seating specialist, Flexsteel is one of the
finest makers of sofas on the market for over a
century, famous for its lifetime-guarantee on its
patented blue steel seat springs. Flexsteel makes a full
line of top quality recliners, sectionals, sleeper sofas
and reclining sofas available in top grain leather or
hundreds of fabrics.

BEN’S
1298

$

Flexsteel Leather
Power Reclining Sofa

1998

$

Compare at $3399

THREE STORES ON
BEN’S
FURNITURE CENTER
Fort Gratiot by Walmart

1-810-385-6530

BEN’S FINE
FURNITURE & MATTRESS
Downtown Port Huron

1-810-984-4215

BEN’S MATTRESS &
BEDROOM CENTER
Fort Gratiot by Walmart

Toll Free 1-866-221-2367

M
25

1-810-385-5205

OPEN 7 DAYS MON. - SAT. 10-8 P.M., SUN 12-6 P.M.

BONUS OFFER

FREE

DINNER FOR 2

With Purchase of a new Flexsteel Sofa
Hurry in and save during
this limited time offer!

www.BensFF.com

